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The
 SUMMER HOUSE

Open 
Mon. through Sat. 

9a-5p
2089 Highway 106

828-526-5577

‘Home Furnishing Center’

The
•See STUDENTS page 5

•See HCLT page 7

66 Highlands Plaza, Highlands
www.twigsrealtygroup.com $998,000 • MLS# 82810 • 3BD/3.5BA Amazing views and 6.33 acres • Contact Kirk Howard 828-342-8902

Highlands School  
Homecoming  

King and Queen for the night!

At Saturday’s Homecoming Dance held at Coleman Hall 
in the First Presbyterian Church, seniors Colin Weller and  
Whitney Billingsley were crowned King & Queen. See photos 
on page 16.				        Photo by Kaitlin Moss

The UNC Institute for the 
Environment is the multidisci-
plinary program leading UNC-
Chapel Hill’s world-renowned 
environmental community in edu-
cating practitioners, researching 
and solving global challenges, and 
informing the public about critical 
issues. 

And for 14 years Highlands 
has been its students’ working lab-
oratory – an off-campus campus.

It focuses on several key ar-
eas: balancing energy production 
and environmental quality, pro-
tecting human health, protecting 
and restoring watershed systems 
and ecological habitats, supporting 
environmental policy makers, and 
developing sustainable community 
design principles and practices.

UNC-Chapel Hill has a long 
and distinguished tradition of  en-
vironmental research, dating back 
nearly 200 years. It began with 
Professors Denison Olmsted and 
Elisha Mitchell, who helped found 
natural science programs at Caro-

lina and prepared the nation’s first 
geological survey. The scope of  
environmental study here has ex-
panded considerably over time. 
A major addition to the campus 
came in the 1920s with the devel-
opment of  a program in sanitary 
engineering that eventually formed 
the core of  one of  the nation’s 
first truly interdisciplinary depart-
ments of  Environmental Sciences 
and Engineering, now located in 
the School of  Public Health.

Today, there are programs 
throughout the campus as well as 
satellite campuses like the High-
lands Biological Station covering 
literally every aspect of  environ-
mental study. The UNC Institute 
for the Environment helps these 
individual departments and cen-
ters join together in interdisciplin-
ary research, education and en-
gagement, and creates new areas 
of  study in response to some of  
our most pressing environmental 
challenges.

UNC-Chapel Hill Institute 
for the Environment students 

present research findings

The Highlands-Cashiers 
Land Trust (HCLT) will soon 
have another 63 acres to add to 
the more than 2,500 acres it pro-
tects in 71 places in Macon and 
Jackson County.

At the Monday, Nov. 23 

Planning Board meeting, the board 
OK’d the reworking of  the Brushy 
Face Mountain Consortium subdi-
vision so that 63 acres of  the about 
100-acre subdivision can be given 
to HCLT.

Back in 2004 when plans for 

the old Brushy Face subdivision 
went south, seven property own-
ers – Brushy Face Mountain Con-
sortium – bought the subdivision 
from the bank. According to Grif-
fin Bell, member of  the consor-
tium and a property owner in the 

subdivision, since the ‘90s the plan 
has been to give unused acreage to 
the Land Trust.

However, the consortium 
asked to keep two tracts – a .64-
acre tract that currently houses 

HCLT to get 63 acres on Brushy Face Mountain

Swimmer 
found dead 

in Town Pool
Cause of death suspected 

to be natural
At 10:20 a.m., Tuesday, Dec. 

8, a swimmer was found unre-
sponsive in the town pool.

Jim Phillips, of  Highlands, in 
his late 60s reportedly swam regu-
larly during the Lap Swim periods 
where swimmers swim at their 
own risk, usually swimming a mile 
twice a week.

According to Highlands May-
or Pat Taylor, the pool staff  mem-
ber on duty found Phillips unre-
sponsive in the pool and called 
9-1-1. EMTs and members of  the 
Highlands Fire & Rescue respond-
ed, but efforts to revive Phillips 
were unsuccessful at the scene.

Phillips was transported to 
the Highlands-Cashiers Hospital 
where he was pronounced dead. 

The Highlands Police De-
partment is investigating the situ-
ation.  

Cause of  death is under in-
vestigation by the medical examin-
er but natural causes are suspected.
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• The Plateau’s Position •
•Mayor on Duty•
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Mayor Pat Taylor

In a way there will be two 
town board meetings tonight. 
The meetings begins at 7pm 

at the Highlands Conference 
Center next to the ball field.

I will call the first meeting to 
order, and the Town Board will 
address old business items. The 
meeting will then be adjourned. I 
will then reconvene the meeting 
in order to form a new board and 
to address new business.

The first item of  new business will be 
the swearing in of  the newly elected com-
missioners. John Dotson, Brian Stiehler and 
Eric Pearson were reelected in November 
and will be sworn in for a new four-year 
term. Congratulations to the incoming 
commissioners. I look forward to working 
with them for the betterment of  Highlands.

The new business agenda is full. One 
item is a public hearing for the new addition 
to the Highlands United Methodist Church. 
There are several miscellaneous items, and a 
tree cutting item coming from the planning 
department. The awarding of  landscaping 
contracts will also be announced.

Major agenda items will be in telecom-
munications. First, there will be a review 
of  a proposed contract with US Cellular to 
construct a monopole cell tower next to the 

fire department. If  approved, a 
US Cellular antenna would broad-
cast from the tower. Furthermore, 
two other providers could co-
locate on the tower, thereby im-
proving overall coverage for many 
residents and visitors.

Matt Shuler, our IT profes-
sional, will do a rollout presenta-
tion of  the town broadband initia-
tive which will be called Altitude 
Broadband. Specific proposals 

will be made concerning the design, phase-
in, scope, pricing and operation of  Altitude 
Broadband. Job descriptions, department 
organization and funding issues will also be 
covered. I anticipate the commissioners giv-
ing the go ahead to Altitude Broadband and 
approving a budget amendment to operate 
the new department.

Let me address several questions I have 
already been asked about the broadband ini-
tiative.

One question is whether all utility cus-
tomers will have to pay a broadband fee. The 
answer is absolutely no, it is strictly a volun-
tary customer system. One can continue to 
use their current service if  they desire. Other 
questions revolve around funding and town 
support. While initial funding will come 
from the town, the system will be required 
to become self-supporting. All startup funds 
will be a loan which will be repaid to the 
town. Altitude Broadband is to be a service 
to the community.

I anticipate the broadband service start-
ing around the beginning of  the new year. 
The town manager and I are concerned that 
some folks may be frustrated if  they are not 
instantaneously connected to the system. We 
anticipate an installation backlog of  maybe 
several weeks from the service request date. 
Since it is a totally new system, technicians 
will have to physically install equipment at 
each home or business requesting service. 

By the way, the mayor won’t be con-
nected first. I will just get in the line like ev-
erybody else. See you tonight.

Gearing up for expanded cell and broadband 

•Thanks •

•Forum•
America the Beautiful & ‘BagReadyJobs’

Empowering our nation’s youth
By Gary Chamberlain, FVUSA 

“America the Beautiful & BagReady-
Jobs” is being promoted and utilized as a 
teaching, learning and earning (fund raising) 
opportunity for youth groups in any city, 
town or state and it’s funded by community 
businesses. 

It is an opportunity for our nation’s 
youth to earn their funding needs and it pre-
pares them for their futures as business own-
ers or employees.

The program teaches our nation’s youth 
valuable life lessons and something about 
community pride. Business owners like the 
“America the Beautiful & BagReadyJobs” 
concept because it allows them to invest in 
the youth groups that enhance the image and 
economy of  their community by picking up 
highway litter.

Through the “BagReadyJobs” process, 
our youth will learn how to make cold-calls, 
market, negotiate and sell their highway trash-
collecting services including the collection 
of  their rewards from their sponsoring busi-
nesses. The youth groups work directly with 
their local DOT Adopt-A-Highway groups 
picking up highway trash. The youth groups 
negotiate a price with the businesses between 
$7 and $10 for each 33-gallon bag of  high-
way trash they recover. They are required to 
meet the age and safety requirements of  their 
state DOT Adopt-A-Highway program.

The nation’s official DOT Adopt-A-
Highway groups, those whose organization 
names appear on the DOT Adopt-A-High-
way signs, will supervise the youth groups 
and have each youth group participant sign 
a document confirming their participation. 

In Arizona, this document is referred to 
as the ADOT “Activity Report” and every 
Adopt-A-Highway participant must sign this 
document. A copy of  the “Activity Report” 
will be provided to the businesses funding 
the youth groups and it will indicate and 
confirm the number of  bags filled, be signed 
by the Adopt-A-Highway group leader and 
include his or her phone number for verify-

ing the youth group’s compliance with the 
agreement they have with the businesses 
funding their effort. Those providing fund-
ing will pay the youth groups for their ser-
vices once all of  the obligations have been 
fulfilled.

As part of  creating litter awareness, ed-
ucation and recognition, the youth groups 
are encouraged to write an essay and sub-
mit it along with photographs to their local 
news media organizations for publication.

“America the Beautiful and BagReady-
Jobs” litter events are being promoted na-
tionwide on the third Saturday of  February, 
May, August and November. One of  our 
goals is to connect the nation’s Adopt-A-
Highway groups needing help with youth 
groups wanting to help and through the 
process displaying thousands of  bags of  
recovered litter on our highways with the 
message “We care about America the Beau-
tiful!”

“America the Beautiful and BagRea-
dyJobs” is the perfect opportunity for city 
and town leaders, businesses and residents 
to support their local youth groups. These 
young adults are our future role models and 
leaders.

For more information, email or call, 
FolksvilleUSA@gmail.com  (928) 202-1186

The family of  Merlin Crowe would 
like to thank everyone who brought food, 
came to visit, called, or sent flowers. 

We are reminded in times like this 
what a wonderful community we live in. 
Our heartfelt thanks to the First Baptist 
Church and all those wonderful souls who 
prepared the food for the meal for our 
family after the service. A special Thank 
you to Reverend Mark Ford, Reverend 
Jeremy Dooley and Reverend Paul Chris-
ty. These gentlemen were wonderful to all 
our family and contributed to a wonderful 
memorial service for our husband, father 
and grandfather. We cannot express our 
deepest gratitude accurately, but know we 
love and appreciate each and everyone of  
you.

From the Crowe  
family
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Nights on  Main

Call 828-787-2625 | Or Visit 200Main.com

*Rate varies depending on rooms and dates booked. 
Package available: Sunday - Thursday Nights, excluding holidays.

Based on Double Occupancy. Does not include tax or gratuity. 

Package From $210 Per Night*

One Night at 200 Main Plus Dinner For Two at Madison’s

•Obituary •
Cleamon Levon Mof-

fitt, age 64, of  Cashiers, 
NC, passed away Sunday, 
December 6, 2015.  He was 
born in Jackson County, 
the son of  the late Finley 
Josiah Moffitt and Vylena 
McCall Moffitt. He was a 
self‑employed contractor 
and a member of  Cashiers 
Church of  God.

He is survived by one 
daughter, Laura Dodson 
and her husband, Jeremy of  
Jacksonville, FL; three sons, 
Tinker Moffitt of  Walhalla, SC, Shawn 
Moffitt and his wife, Vicki of  Jacksonville, 
FL and Cliff  Moffitt and his wife Tracey 
of  Franklin, NC; a sister, Willean Stiwinter 
and her husband Jim of  Cullowhee, NC, a 
brother, Marvin Moffitt and his wife Judy 
of  Cullowhee, NC; four grandchildren, 
Cherub Dodson, Merada Carson Moffitt, 
Megan Moffitt and Zoe Dodson.

In addition to his 
parents, he was preceded 
in death by his step‑dad, 
James Sharpe, sisters, Irene 
Hughey, Mattie Moffitt and 
Azilea Fugate, brothers, Ju-
nior Moffitt and Eugene 
Moffitt.

Funeral services were 
held Thursday, December 
10 at the Cashiers Church 
of  God with Rev. Benji Col-
lins, Rev. Delbert McCall 
and Rev. Shane Silvers of-
ficiating.  Burial was in the 

Upper Zachary Cemetery.  Pallbearers were 
Tinker Moffitt, Shawn Moffitt, Cliff  Mof-
fitt, Jim Stiwinter, Jamie Stiwinter, Tracy 
Fugate and Jeremy Dodson.

Online condolences may be made 
at bryantgrantfuneralhome.com.  Bry-
ant‑Grant Funeral Home is in charge of  
arrangements.

Cleamon Levon Moffitt,

Sunday, December 20 • Advent 4
8 a.m. Rite I in the Chapel

10:30 a.m. Rite II in the Nave 
Greening of the Church following 10:30 service

 Thursday, December 24 • Christmas Eve
5:30 p.m. Family Liturgy in the Nave

10:30 p.m. Christmas music and carols
11 p.m. Holy Eucharist in the Chapel

Friday, December 25 • Christmas Day
10 a.m. Holy Eucharist in the Chapel

Church of the Incarnation
Corner of Main & 5th streets

We welcome all visitors to our Christmas services!
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• Highlands Area Dining •

Serving Lunch and Dinner Year-Round.
Gourmet Foods, Full Service Bar
Town Square at 343-D Main St. • Highlands

828-526-4035

Serving Lunch Daily  
11a to 4p

Serving Dinner from 
5:30p 

7 days a week

Dinner: 7 nights a week 5-10p
For reservations call: 526-4429

Main Street • Highlands

Cyprus  
International Cuisine

Open Year Round 6 days/wk

We Cater!
151 Helen’s Barn Ave., Highlands

Asia House
Japanese • Asian• Thai • Hibachi Cuisine

Closed: Dec. 14 - 25 Open:Dec. 26 - Jan. 2

100% 
Mexican 

Food!

Open Tues.-Sun. • 11a to 10p
526-0608 • 30 Dillard Road • Highlands

Mon, Tues, Thurs. 11a to 10p
Fri., & Sat., 11a to 11p

Sun., noon to 10p
CLOSED WEDNESDAYS

828-787-1680 or 828-787-1900

WWW.PAOLETTIS.COM

‘Our 31st Year’
526 • 4906

DINNER
&

BAR 
FROM 
5:00 

DAILY

CLOSED
thru

Dec. 23rd
 

Paoletti

Every 
Wed. and Thursday

FREE SOUP

Celebrating our 21st Season

828-526-2338

...on the Verandah 
Restaurant

on Lake Sequoyah
www.ontheverandah.com

Open for 
Dinner nightly 

at 5:30p.
 Also

Sunday Brunch

US 64 west • Highlands

Coffee • Espresso Drinks
Smoothies • Hot Soup
Paninis • Baked Goods

On Main Street • Highlands
7 days a week • 7a to 6p • 526-0020



Highlands Newspaper - Thurs., Dec. 10, 2015 - 828-200-1371 - Page 5

OPEN 
11am - 9pm 

828-526-5000
595 Franklin Road • Highlands, NC 

Open 7 days a week from 11 a.m.
365 Main Street • Highlands • 526-5660

Specialty Sandwiches, Hot Dogs & Salads, 
Domestic & Imported Beers

6•10•14•16•20pies

Hand-tossed - thick, thin, pan
Gluten-free & Whole Wheat, too Sports Page 

Sandwich Shoppe

Monday:Saturday
Breakfast: 7:30:10:30am 

Lunch: Until 2:30pm

Serving Breakfast & Lunch.

Full cooked-to-order breakfast &
Daily Lunch Specials.

314 main Street, Highlands
(828) 526-3555

Advertising in Highlands  
Newspaper or on line at  

www.highlandsinfo.com WORKS!
For information email

highlandseditor@aol.com

No more 
Monday 8pm 
showings

• Highlands Dining •

Wednesday afternoon., Dec. 9, UNC-Chapel Hill In-
stitute for the Environment Fall Semester students pre-
sented their research projects and findings in the W. C. 
Coker Laboratory seminar room at the Highlands Bio-
logical Station, 265 N. Sixth Street. 

This semester the students conducted research on a 
diversity of  environmental topics under the mentorship 
of  community partners such as the NC Wildlife Resources 
Commission, USFS, and Highlands Cashiers Land Trust. 

Olivia Arnold studied establishing the distribution of  
Desmognathus folkertsi in the North Carolina segment 
of  the Chattooga River Drainage.

Corey Buhay studied the presence of  cryptic species 
Desmognathus folkertsi in the Chattooga River Drainage 
of  North Carolina.

Neil Curtis studied habitat and distribution of  Fraser 
magnolia.

Katie Furey explored the correlation between Casta-
nea dentata size (diameter and height) and the presence of  

Cryphonectria parasitica.
Katherine Harrell worked 

on predicting distribution pat-
terns of  Magnolia fraseri in the 
southern Appalachians.

Charlotte Hopson stud-
ied the temporal and spatial 
soil moisture patterns on two 
southern Appalachian hill-
slopes.

Bob McMahan conducted 
a community assessment of  
Hartwig’s locust and hairy lo-
cust on the Highlands plateau.

Emily Watson-Cook stud-
ied vegetation and seed bank 
of  a southern Appalachian fen.

Sarah Wellish studied 
distribution patterns of  chest-

...STUDENTS continued from page 1

nut blight (Cryphonectria parasitica) in American chestnut 
populations.

In addition the group did a Group Capstone Proj-
ect which studied the habitat quality assessment of  the 
Horsepasture River in western North Carolina.

According to Institute, our society faces serious envi-
ronmental challenges. “The old environmental solutions - 
command and control regulation of  specific pollutants and 
point sources - will not solve these problems. Every one of  
us is partially responsible for these challenges - and every 
one of  us must play a role in solving them.” 

The UNC Institute for the Environment is leading 
UNC’s world-renowned environmental community in de-
veloping solutions to these critical challenges. In doing so, 
it educates future environmental leaders and engages with 
the people of  North Carolina and the nation to address and 
solve environmental challenges

– Kim Lewicki
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• See HCLT page 10

At Taylor Barnes Spa & Salon, now through Dec. 31st...

NC
LMBT
#1429

Call Sharon Taylor • 828-526-4192 • Taylor Barnes Spa & Salon

Located behind Highlands Decorating Center on NC 106 (the Dillard Road)

When purchased together, 
get a massage at full price 
and a facial for 50% off....

a savings of $40!

the gatehouse at the entrance near NC 28 
south and the tennis court area which is 
1.31 acres.

As such, the subdivision plat had to 
be revised and all tracts had to conform 
to R-1 (residential zoning) and subdivision 
standards.

The gatehouse tract includes the gate-
house which has been rented as a residence 
for years, so Planning Director Randy 
Feierabend said the lot couldn’t be pulled 
out unless it was enlarged to the required 
.75-acres in a R1 (residential) zone.

“Since it has a house on it subdividing 
a tract can’t make it more non-conform-
ing,” he said. “But if  you take the gatehouse 
down, then it doesn’t have to be expanded.”

However, Bell said the consortium 
wants to keep the house as is.

HCLT Director Gary Wein said the 
Land Trust doesn’t want to own or man-
age rental property or the tennis court site 
so it didn’t mind if  those two tracts were 
pulled out and lines shifted to increase the 
gatehouse acreage to make it conforming.

To make the .64 tract conforming 
Feierabend and the board suggested mov-
ing the property line to the other side of  
Brushy Face Road.

HCLT is the oldest land trust in North 

Carolina and among the first 20 in the Unit-
ed States.

The summit of  Satulah Mountain was 
the first property purchased by the Highlands 
Improvement Association in 1909. Later this 
association would eventually evolve into the 
Highlands-Cashiers Land Trust.

HCLT originated in 1883 with the cre-
ation of  the Highlands Improvement Asso-
ciation (HIA), a group created to “protect, 
preserve, and promote the natural beauty 
of  Highlands.” They began this effort with 
trail-building and tree-planting improvement 
projects. In 1909, the HIA collected $500 
and bought 56 acres on Satulah Mountain 
that was slated to become a hilltop hotel. 
The Highlands community thought it better 
to look at a mountain rather than a hotel, a 
notion that is still in vogue today. The HIA 
promptly built a stone shelter for the ben-
efit and protection of  those who “wanted to 
spend the night for the purpose of  behold-
ing the beauties of  the sunset, starlit heavens, 
and the glories of  the sunrise.” The founda-
tion of  that structure is still there. The Land 
Trust has added to that initial purchase and 
today owns nearly 70 acres on the summit.

Another landmark, Sunset Rock, was 
donated by the Ravenel family in 1914. These 
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•Highlands Area Events •
Winter Pool Schedule

Through May 27, 2016
LAP SWIM – ADULTS ONLY
Monday thru Friday  
7 – 10 am, 6 lanes
AND Monday thru Thursday  
5 – 6 pm,1 or 2 lanes
Sharing pool with water  
aerobics @ 5:15 on
Mondays, Tuesdays, and  
Thursdays
PUBLIC SWIM
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday  
3 – 5 pm & 6 – 8 pm
Wednesday 3 – 5 pm
Saturday 11 am – 6 pm
Sunday 1 – 5 pm
WATER AEROBICS
Monday, Wednesday, Friday  
10 - 11 am
Saturday 11:15 – noon
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday  
5:15 – 6 pm
(sharing pool with  
lap swimmers)
Fee: $4 per class or
$30 for 12 classes
*Beginning in January, we 
will be adding Tuesday and  
Thursday 10 – 11 am*
POOL PARTIES
Pool available on Fridays,  
Saturdays, Sundays

Ongoing
• Highlands Hurricanes 

Swim Team is open to all levels 
of swimmers ages 6-18. To sign 
up contact Coach Steve Hott at 
828-421-2121.

• Anyone interested in tak-
ing Adult, Child and Infant First 
Aid/CPR/AED certification class 
needs to contact the Highlands 
Recreation Department and get 
on the list for the class. You will 
learn how to respond to first aid, 
cardiac and breathing emergen-
cies. Upon completion attendees 
receive certification from the 
American Red Cross. Please pre 
register we need a minimum of 
6 for the class and a maximum 
class size of 16. Once we have 
enough signed up for a class we 
will schedule the class.

Mon. Thurs.,Fri., Sat., 
Sun.

• Movies at the Playhouse: 

2, 5 & 8 p.m. Call 526-2685 for 
weekly movie. 

Mondays
• Shortoff Baptist Church 

hosts a non-denominational 
Men’s Meeting the first Monday 
night of each month at 7 pm and 
all men are invited to attend. 

• The Humanist Discussion 
Group meets every Monday 
morning from 9:30 to 10:30 in 
the Meeting Room in the back 
of Hudson Library, All are wel-
comed

Mon. & Wed.
• Zumba with Mary K. Bar-

bour at the Rec Park from noon 
to 1p. For more information, call 
828.342.2498. 

Mon., Wed., Fri.
• Heart Healthy Exercise 

Class 8:30am-9:30am at the Rec 
Park.

• Aerobics with Tina Rogers 
8-9a.

First Tuesdays
• The monthly family sup-

port group for those with family 
members, friends,or loved ones 
living with the challenge of men-
tal illness meets the first Tuesday 
of each month, 7p.m. at Memo-
rial United Methodist Church, 

4668 Old Murphy Road, Franklin. 
This group is sponsored by the 
local affiliate of NAMI (National 
Alliance on Mental Illness).For 
info call 828 369-7385. 

Tuesdays
• FREE Community Table 

Dinner at the Community Bldg. 
at 6p. 

• The Beyond the Walls 
Book discussion group meets ev-
ery Tuesday at 4 PM at The Ugly 
Dog Public House. Each week we 
read a short story and then dis-
cuss its insights for our lives and 
spiritual wisdom. 

2nd and 4th Tuesdays
• OccupyWNC meets 

at the Jackson County Justice 
Center. For more information, 
visit www.occupywnc.org or call 
828.331.1524 

Every 3rd Tuesday
• The Macon County Poul-

try club in Franklin meets on 
the third Tuesday of each month 
7 pm. Meetings are open to the 
public and are held at the Co-
operative extension office on 
Thomas Heights Road. For more 
Information call 369-3916.

Tuesday and Thursdays
• Zumba with Connie at the 

Rec Park 8:15 a.m. $5.
• Pickle ball is played from 

9:30-11a in the gym at the Rec 
Park.

Wednesdays
• Donation Based Medita-

tion Wednesday nights w Chris-
topher Baxter at 6:30. Getting 
a little chilly for outside classes 
:) held at The Wellness Place. 
468 Dillard Road Highlands 
8285269698

1st Wednesdays
• Family Movies at the Hud-

son Library at 3:15pm. Call 828-
526-3031 for titles.

2nd Wednesdays
• General Audience Movies 

at Hudson Library at 2pm. Call 
828-526-3031 for titles.

Thursdays
• Storytimes with Miss 

Deanna at Hudson Library 10:40 
am. Open to the public. 

• Weight Watchers support 
group meets every Thursday at 
6pm at the Cashiers Commu-
nity Center. Questions? Call Lisa 
828-506-3555.

• NAMI Support Group for 
individuals dealing with men-
tal illness: depression, bipolar, 
schizophrenia, etc. and the family 

Visit Santa on the Lawn of the First Baptist Church every Saturday until 
Christmas Eve from 11 a.m. until 4 p.m.

Santa is hearing wishes!

By William McReynolds
Join in our annual bird count on December 18.
One of our Chapter’s most important annual activities will take 

place in December. This highly collegial event is both enjoyable and rel-
evant to our mission of environmental and wildlife conservation. You do 
not have to be an expert birder to join in. If you have not participated in 
the Christmas Bird Count or CBC before, consider becoming involved 
this year on December 18. 

Every winter since 1900 the National Audubon Society has spon-
sored the CBC. Today, CBCs take place across the U.S., Canada, Latin 
America, and beyond. Last year’s CBC 
involved over 2,400 counting groups 
including over 60,000 individuals 
whose counts totaled over 68 million 
birds. These yearly bird counts feed 
what is perhaps the largest citizen sci-
ence database in the world.

The cumulative bird counts are 
being used to specify winter bird dis-
tributions and the “climate space” in which many of our bird species 
exist. Last year, National Audubon released “The Audubon Report” fo-
cusing on 588 North American bird species and the likely impact of 
rising temperatures. A shocking 126 North American bird species are 
projected to lose 50% of their existing ranges to climate change by 2050; 
another 188 birds could lose half their current range by 2080. Like the 
canary in the mine, bird data from the CBC are being used to foretell 
our collective future. 

Local species that are forecast to be pressured include Scarlet 
Tanager, Ovenbird, Canada and Black-throated Blue Warblers, Ruffed 
Grouse, Veery, and Wood Thrush. Beyond Western North Carolina, ten 
states could lose all of their state birds including Minnesota (Common 
Loon), Maryland (Baltimore Oriole), Louisiana (Brown Pelican), Vermont 
(Hermit Thrush) and New Hampshire (Purple Finch). Both the Bald Ea-
gle and Golden Eagle are threatened.

The CBC provides important data on winter bird populations as 
well as a good time for socializing and birding here on the Highlands 
Plateau.

The Highlands Plateau Audubon Society will conduct our local 
CBC  Friday  morning,  December  18.  7:30  a.m.    Binoculars  and  
expert  guidance  will  be  provided.  A  chili  lunch  will  be  offered  at  
the  home  of  Bev  and  Hillrie  Quin.    Call  Brock  Hutchins  (404-295-
0663)  for  more  information.

Annual Christmas Bird Count  
is Dec. 18

Wild  Turkey  by  Ed  Boos
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•Highlands Area Events •
members of individuals dealing with these 
challenges from 7 – 8:15 pm. Call Donita 
for more info (828) 526-9510.

2nd Thursdays
• Sapphire Valley Needlepoint Guild 

meets at the Highlands Rec Park at 10 
a.m. 

3rd Thursdays
• Kidney Smart Classes in Franklin: 

Every 3rd Thursday of month, 4:30pm-
6pm, Angel Medical Center, Video Con-
ference Room, 3rd Floor, 120 Riverview 
Street, Contact Majestic 828-369-9474

• Kidney Smart Classes in Sylva: Ev-
ery 3rd Thursday of month, 7:30am-9am, 
DaVita Sylva Dialysis Center, 655 Ashe-
ville Highway, Contact Sue 828-631-0430

Fridays
• 99ers Bridge at the Rec Park 9a to 

noon.
Every 3rd Friday
• Senior Dinners are held the third 

Friday of each month at 12 noon Novem-
ber through April. For any other informa-
tion contact Lester Norris or Maxine Ra-
mey at 828-526-3556.

Last Fri. of each month
• Community Coffee with Mayor Pat 

Taylor from 11a to noon at The Hudson 
Library.

Fridays and Saturdays: 
• The Highlands Historical Museum is 

open every Friday and Saturday from 10 
a.m. – 4 p.m..Saturdays

• At the Rec Park, MMA Fitness Class 
is being offered Saturdays at 1:30pm with 
Moses Machida. NHB Pankration, Muay 
Thai, Boxing and BJJ combined into an 
hour long fast paced interactive class. The 
class combines plyometric, strength train-

ing, MMA techniques, explosive cardio and 
self-defense into one class.• At Mountain-
Top Wine Shoppe on Main Street, free 
wine tasting from 1-3 p.m.

Thurs., Dec. 10
• The Macon County Cancer Sup-

port Group will meet Thursday at 7 p.m. 
in the cafeteria of Angel Medical Center, 
Riverview Street, Franklin. We will be fo-
cusing on Lung Cancer since November 
is recognized as Lung Cancer Awareness 
Month. Anyone who has been affected by 
lung cancer is especially invited to attend. 
There will be free gifts for everyone. Light 
refreshments will be served.

Sat., Dec. 12
• Breakfast with Santa at the High-

lands United Methodist Church at 8:30 
a.m. Please call for a reservation to 526-
3376.

• At PAC, Jane Eyre Live in HD, Na-
tional Theatre of London at 1 p.m. 

• Highlands Community Christian 
Chorale at 5 p.m. at CBC.

Sun., Dec. 13
• Highlands Community Christian 

Chorale at 5 p.m. at CBC.
Mon., Dec. 14
• The Battle of Sugartown Chapter 

of the North Carolina Society, Daugh-
ters of the American Revolution (DAR), 
will hold its monthly meeting at 11:30 
on Monday, in the Boiler Room at 1024 
Georgia Road in Franklin. All DAR mem-
bers and prospective members are wel-
come. For further information, please call 
828-524-2673. 

Thurs., Dec. 17
• At The Bascom, a Sip & Stroke class 

that is Thursday from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m.. 

Live in HD at the Highlands Performing Arts Center: The National Theatre of London 
performs JANE EYRE. Almost 170 years on, Charlotte Brontë’s story of the trailblazing 
Jane is as inspiring as ever. This bold and dynamic production uncovers one woman’s fight 
for freedom and fulfillment on her own terms. From her beginnings as a destitute orphan, 
Jane Eyre’s spirited heroine faces life’s obstacles head-on, surviving poverty, injustice and 
the discovery of bitter betrayal before taking the ultimate decision to follow her heart. 
Saturday, December 12 at 1pm. 507 Chestnut Street, Highlands. Tickets are available online: 
highlandspac.org or by calling 828.526.9047

Jane Eyre, Live in HD at PAC, Dec. 12

A book signing with Pastor and ex-Mayor 
Don Mullen at First Presbyterian Church 
following worship service on Sunday, Dec. 
20. The book is available on Amazon and 
Barnes and Noble. It is called “A Radi-
cal Change of Direction: Memoir of the 
Spiritual Journey of a Surgeon.” It is about 
his medical and surgical work in over 20 
countries around the world, including Iraq, 
Rwanda, Sudan, Russia, Kenya,and China 
among others and the changes in his phi-
losophy and theology caused by these ex-
periences over 30 years. 

Mullen booksigning on 
Dec. 20

This holiday season, as it has done for the past 19 years, the Highlands Cashiers Play-
ers present an evening of drama and music at the Highlands Performing Arts Center on 
Thursday, December 17, beginning at 7 p.m..

Although the Players’ program is only one of the many holiday traditions in our moun-
tains, those who know about it never miss it.  This year actors will present a dramatized 
reading from the 1943 novel, “A Tree Grows in Brooklyn,” the story of a young girl growing 
up in a poor Brooklyn neighborhood.  The account of the unusual way in which she wins a 
Christmas tree has become a Christmas classic.

An exciting addition to the evening will be the performance of the “Mountain Voices,” 
a new regional 40-voice chorus who are appearing for the first time in Highlands, to sing 
selections from their popular Christmas program.

Afterwards refreshments will be served in the downstairs reception room.  The pro-
gram, which runs a little over an hour, is free—a gift to the community from the Highlands 
Cashiers Players and the Highlands Performing Arts Center, located at 507 Chestnut Street.

The Highlands Cashiers Players’ 
Holiday Program

A Tradition of the Season!
Thurs., Dec. 17 at 7 p.m.

Learn how to recreate famous paintings 
while drinking wine!

• Highlands Cashiers Players Holiday 
Reading at PAC at 7 p.m. It’s free.

Fri., Dec. 18
• Bird Count with the Highlands 

Plateau Audubon Society. Meet at K-H 
Founders Park at 7:30 a.m. For more in-
formation, call Romney Bathurst at 828-
526-1939 or 828-200-0288. Or Brock 
Hutchins at 404-295-0663.

Sun., Dec. 20
• At PAC, Bolshoi Ballet’ The Nut-

cracker Live in HD at 12:45 p.m. 
• At First Presbyterian Church, Ecu-

menical Blue Christmas Worship Service, 
Sunday at 5 PM. The holidays are often 
the loneliest time of the year for those 
who have experienced loss in their lives. 
These losses can be the death of a loved 
one, loss of a job, divorce, death of a dear 
pet, loss of health, or any of the other 
losses people deal with. The Blue Christ-
mas service allows us to grieve the loss-
es, to acknowledge our pain, and to take 
comfort in God’s abiding love and care 
for us. Everyone is welcome to attend 
this ministry of our local churches. 
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10 acres overlook the town of  Highlands 
to the west and Horse Cove to the east. 
The view from Sunset Rock has been the 
most popular vista in Highlands for gen-
erations.

The HIA merged with the Highlands 
Community Club in 1934 to form the Satu-
lah Club. Another merger with the Ravenel 
Park Association in 1987 resulted in the 
Highlands Land Trust. Up to this point 
these organizations had focused on the 
stewardship of  their two holdings, with the 
formation of  this new group there was a 
greater interest in land protection through 
purchase ad accepting donations.

With the recognition that the Cashiers 
area was beginning to experience develop-
ment, the Highlands Land Trust expand-
ed its area of  interest to include Jackson 
County and changed its name to the High-
lands-Cashiers Land Trust.

During the 1960-1980s several tax in-
centives provided land trusts with a variety 
of  new tools: the charitable deduction and 
the conservation easement or agreement. 

The donation of  land to a land trust 
is seen as a one-time charitable tax deduc-
tion. This is what the Brushy Face Moun-
tain Consortium wants to take advantage of  
this year.

The other tool, the conservation ease-
ment, has been around since the 1880s and 
was used to protect parkways near Boston 
and later was very important in the creation 
of  the Blue Ridge Parkway in the 1930s. 
With a modern conservation agreement, 
the owner of  a property maintains owner-
ship but permanently restricts development 
and future use of  land. The development 
rights are given to a qualified non-profit en-
tity such as a land trust to hold and monitor.

In 1996 the Land Trust accepted its 
first conservation easement on the six-acre 
Ralph and Louise Sargent tract next to the 
Highlands Biological Station. Since then, it 
has gone on to accept 875 acres in conser-
vation easements in both Macon and Jack-
son Counties and we currently protect over 
2,500 acres in 71 places.

– Kim Lewicki
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There is nothing more grati-
fying than having a happy 
client. The following are 

guidelines of  what to look for 
when hiring a Realtor®:

• Listen carefully to seller’s 
motivation for selling…offering 
advice on the best way to serve 
their particular needs

• Provide information on lo-
cal market conditions

• Provide closed sales and 
current competitive properties to 
find the optimal listing price

• Offer suggestions for im-
provements to help make the 
property more appealing

• Offer a Professional Guar-
antee stating that seller may can-
cel their listing should the prom-
ise of  agent’s services not meet 
with the seller’s expectations

• Provide full color profes-
sional photos for MLS, flyers, ad-
vertisements and internet

• Make a skilled Virtual Tour 
of  the home to be posted in MLS 
and on the internet

• Place a Property Informa-
tion Book in the home for buyers 
and buyer’s agents to reference 
home features, survey, flyers, tax 
office info and other available 
pertinent information

• Hold a Broker Open 
House to introduce the home and 
get other broker opinions

• Provide the best market-

What sellers should expect from a professional Realtor®
ing the internet 
has available, along 
with the best Berk-
shire Hathaway 
Home Services has 
in resources, adver-
tising and interna-
tional exposure

• Implement 
an advertising plan 
including featured 
listings and area in-
formation on their 
user friendly, pro-
fessional broker 
websites with regu-
lar updates that has 
a webpage for each 
individual listing

• Implement a plan for print-
ed local advertising with profes-
sional looking and easy to read ads

• Place property on multiple 
internet sites where buyers go to 
search for properties

• Firm’s website to be located 
near the top of  the search engine 
page

• Contact the seller each time 
the property is shown with feed-
back from the showing agent

• Send regular emails show-
ing how many times property has 
been viewed on the internet

• Send regular updates on 
market conditions and monthly 
marketing reports

• Listen carefully to the 

seller’s wants and 
needs, be cheerful 
and helpful 

• Show how 
to make the listing 
and sale process 
easy, convenient 
and problem free

Starting with 
a professional Re-
altor® will help 
make these things 
clearer and easier 
on the front end. 
An experienced 
Realtor® will al-
ways give you good 
direction regarding 

these matters.
 Lynn Kimball has over 41 

years of  real estate experience, 
with over 30 years serving the 

•Investing at 4,118 ft. •

Beverly E. Gerard, M.D.
Now Accepting New Patients

 A Biodentical  
Hormone

Replacement Therapy 
& Women’s Wellness  
Gynecology Practice

Empowering women to 
make changes to:

• Take control of their 
hormones

• Improve their health
• Optimize their quality of 
life through a combination 
of traditional and natural 

medicine therapies 

For an appointment or for 
more information:
Call 706-782-1300 

or go to 
www.naturaltherapiesmd.com

Hours:  
Monday – Friday:  

9a – 4p   
Fee for Service 

Insurance Not Accepted

102 South Main Street
Clayton, Georgia

Phone:  706-782-1300
Web site:  

www.naturaltherapiesmd.
com

Facebook:  www.fb.com/

NaturalTherapies.MD

Highlands Cashiers area. She has 
gained Emeritus Status with the 
National Association of  Realtors 
and is currently serving as Vice 
President for the Highlands Ca-
shiers Board of  Realtors. 

Whether you are interested 
in searching properties or com-
prehensive information about our 
area, you are invited to visit her 
user friendly website at www.signa-
tureproperties-nc.com. Berkshire 
Hathaway HomeServices Mead-
ows Mountain Realty has two lo-
cations, at 41 Church Street in the 
Old Edwards Inn complex or visit 
Lynn at her 2334 Cashiers Road lo-
cation across from Highlands Falls 
Country Club. Lynn Kimball may 
be reached at 828-421-8193 or by 
email at Lynn@MeadowsMtnRe-
alty.com.

Lynn Kimball
Berkshire Hathaway  

HomeServices  
Meadows Mountain Realty

On November 24, Joseph 
Lee Baty, 28, of  Highlands, was 
officially charged with one count 
of  first-degree kidnapping and 
one count of  felonious restraint 
resulting from his actions on Hal-
loween at 24 Buttermilk Drive in 
Highlands.

On Saturday, Oct. 31, 2015 
at 12:39 p.m., the Macon County 
Emergency Operation Center re-
ceived a 9-1-1 call reporting an 

active domestic dispute at a resi-
dence on 24 Buttermilk Lane.  

Upon the officers’ arrival 
they learned that Baty, who had 
a 12-gauge shotgun, had barri-
caded himself  in the bedroom of  
the home with his girlfriend and 
their one-year-old child. Prior to 
entering the house, he allegedly as-
saulted his mother who was in the 
driveway with Baty’s grandmother 

Now out of hospital, man 
arrested and charged after 

domestic dispute

• See CHARGED page 17
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At
Carolina Way

Lighting
Lamp Shades

• Pottery
• Rugs

• Pillows
&

Meridith’s Custom
Painting

828-526-2665
442 Carolina Way

SALE! SALE! SALE! SALE!

In Highlands: On Main St. in Town Square behind Kilwins
828-526-9122 • www.corrico.com

355 Main Street  
(in The Galax Theatre)

526-4660

• Free People  
• BB Dakota

• Michael Stars 
Tees  

• CP Shades 
• THML

Jeans by:
• Joes

• 7 for All Man-
kind

• Citizens 
• AG  

• Hudson
• Mother

Shoes & Sales Room Upstairs:
• Bedstu • Free People & More!

 

Storewide
SALE!

326 Main St.
828-482-4375

Order online at www.
facebook.com/LuluBleuNC

All the comfortable stylish brands you love!
the boutique

Open Daily
10a to 5p

526-3909

Come see 
our 

new arrivals 
in

home decor, 
jewelry, gifts 

and art 

468 Carolina Way
(Between N. 4th & N. 5th St.)

Storewide 
SALE!
Happy 

Holidays 
and 

remember....
Shop 
Local!

‘Tis the Giving Season: Shop Local!

Ask about our 
Winter Pass!

Visit Jolies 
for your 
holiday 

shopping
20%-80% off  
All Mens & 
Women’s 
Clothing

SALE

446 Main Street
828-526-3963

Jolie’s...
Highlands’

Fun Place to Shop!
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1152 n. 4th street, highlands

828.526.0101

... a gathering  
of unconventional objects

All the comfortable, stylish brands you love!
the boutique

326 Main St.
828-482-4375

Order online at www.
facebook.com/LuluBleuNC

Ask about our 
Winter Pass! A Highlands tradition since 1940

Our 75th season on Main Street
Friday-Saturday • 10-5

828-526-3160

End of Year
CLEARANCE SALE!

75% 
OFF

Summer
Clearance

Up to 50% OFF 
Fall Collections...

‘Tis the Giving Season: Shop Local!

338 Main St.
526-4777

30% OFF
Cashmere

233 North 4th Street
Highlands, NC 28741

828.526.2083
ckswan.com
Just down from

Old Edwards Inn & Spa

ANT IQUES and FURNITURE

BOOKS   ART   JEWELRY
GARDEN    G IFTS    K IDS

SWAN
K

For Men and Women!
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Photos by Kim Lewicki and David Stroud

Highlands Christmas Parade – Saturday, Dec. 5 on Main Street
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•The Ink Penn•

Kathy Penn

Please join us for the 
Christmas season at 
our house. 

Imagine shaking a snow 
globe and seeing a home with 
a red front door opening to 
a cozy living room scene. 
What will you find inside that 
home? 

•	 A  f u l l - s i z e 
Christmas tree in one corner 
with a crocheted angel topper

•	 A small tree decorated all in cat 
ornaments in another

•	 Yet another corner with a fire 
glowing in the wood burning stove

•	 A metal ornament tree sporting 
Woolworth’s ornaments from the ‘50s

•	 Sparkling jars filled with icicle 
lights 

•	 Bookshelves displaying a collection 
of  Santas and an assortment of  Christmas 
cards

•	 Stuffed Christmas bears and cats 
peeking out of  baskets 

•	 A two-foot stuffed reindeer 
greeting guests in the entry hall

•	 Greenery and mittens hung from 
the stair railing

•	 Christmas candles, pil lows, 
nutcrackers, stockings and more scattered 
throughout the living room, kitchen and 
dining room

 Imagine you are there and the fire is 
keeping you warm, but if  you’re still cold, 
grab one of  the many throws in the basket 
beside the couch. Perhaps the cat will crawl 

A Snow Globe for you
up in your lap and purr and 
the dog will lie by your feet, 
only occasionally coming 
over to nudge your hand for 
a head rub. 

Now picture yourself  
in a comfy, snuggly robe, 
reaching for a steaming 
mug of  coffee. Think of  
a weekend morning and 
see yourself  reading the 
paper with Christmas music 

playing softly in the background. Can you 
hear Mannheim Steamroller, piano music by 
Danny Wright and George Winston, and A 
Winter’s Solstice by the Windham Hill Artists or 
maybe the TV is tuned to Sounds of  the Season 
with Bing Crosby, Rosemary Clooney, Julie 
Andrews and all the other artists you listened 
to as a child.

Shake the snow globe again and imagine 
an evening scene appears, with you in your 
sweater or sweatshirt watching Holiday 
specials on TV – a Charlie Brown Christmas, 
Rudolph the Red-Nosed Reindeer and the 
Grinch. Are you smiling yet?

Here’s wishing one and all a very Merry 
Christmas, complete with a magical snow 
globe beneath the tree.

• Kathy Manos Penn is a columnist 
for the Dunwoody Crier and is now 
happily retired from a corporate career 
in communications and leadership de-
velopment. Find more of  her musings 
at TheInkPenn.blogspot.com or contact 
her at kathymanospenn@gmail.com.

COREY JAMES GALLERY
Objects d’art and 

Estate Consignments
Open Everyday!

On the  
corner of  

3rd & 
Spring 

(828)
526-4818 526-5999

Corner of Foreman Road & Hwy 64 east
Mon-Sat 10a to 5p

Carrying a wide variety of natural  
products for your Mind, Body & Home.

Organic Fresh Juices & Smoothies  
and Salads To Go!
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Photos by 
Sunset Yearbook 

staff member 
Kaitlin Moss

Highlands School Homecoming Dance ‘The fabulous 50s’
Saturday, Dec. 5

The dance was at  
Coleman Hall at the 

First Presbyterian 
Church
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and aunt.

While law enforcement used a loud 
speaker in an attempt to talk him out of  
the house, he and the girlfriend began scuf-
fling and the girlfriend took possession of  
Baty’s shotgun and fired a single shot, strik-
ing him the face.  

The girlfriend – the mother of  the 
child – immediately exited the home un-
armed and rendered herself  and the child 
into the care of  officers on scene. Baty was 
incapacitated in the bedroom.  

After officers secured the scene, Baty 
was tended to by the Macon County EMS 
and was then air-lifted by MAMA to Mis-
sion Memorial in Asheville where medical 
care continued to be administered. He was 
later moved to the rehab facility across the 
street from the main campus where he 
continued to receive treatment until Nov. 
23. 

Though he was supposed to be in the 
hospital for another month, on Nov. 23 
Baty signed himself  out of  Mission Hos-
pital.

The next morning Highlands Police 
Department received notification from an 
informant that he had been released and 
had returned to Highlands. 

“We immediately drew warrants and 
charged him with one count of  first-de-
gree kidnapping and one count of  feloni-

ous restraint. This was already coordinated 
with the District Attorney’s office that those 
would be the charges and we got a bond on 
him and conditions of  release to include the 
Domestic Violence Protection Order that 
we served him at the same time,” said High-
lands Police Chief  Bill Harrell. 

The Domestic Violence Protection Or-
der has conditions of  restraint that he can’t 
be in contact with the victims “in any shape, 
form or fashion accept through a lawyer,” 
said Harrell.

After Baty was arrested Nov. 24, he was 
taken before Judge Forga who placed a $500 
unsecured bond on him. 

“We hope to get on the docket calendar 
this month to draw additional indictments 
on him for first degree kidnapping, assault 
with a deadly weapon with intent to kill and 
other multiple counts,” said Harrell. 

According to Harrell a special grand 
jury has been scheduled for mid-December 
because the docket has been back logged. 

Harrell said misdemeanor charges are 
likely pending due to his actions with his 
relatives in the driveway prior to entering the 
house. 

Chief  Harrell said the girlfriend isn’t be-
ing charged because all indications are that 
she fired in self-defense.

– Kim Lewicki

MONDAY THROUGH SATURDAY
7AM TO 8PM

SUNDAY 8AM TO 6PM
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Proverbs 3:5 • Places to Worship • John 3:16• Spiritually SpeakinG •
BLUE VALLEY BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Oliver Rice, Pastor (706) 782-3965

Sundays: School:10 a.m., Worship:11 
Sunday night services every 2nd & 4th Sunday at 7 

Wednesdays: Mid-week prayer meeting:7 p.m.
BUCK CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH

828-269-3546 • Rev. Jamie Passmore, Pastor
Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11 

CHAPEL OF SKY VALLEY
Sky Valley, GA • 706-746-2999 

Sundays: 10 a.m.:Worship 
Holy Communion 1st Sunday of the month 

Wednesdays: 9 a.m. Healing and Prayer w/Holy 
Communion 

CHRIST ANGLICAN CHURCH 
Rector: Jim Murphy, 252-671-4011 

464 US Hwy 64 east, Cashiers 
9:30a Sunday School; 10:30a Family Service w/ Music 

Mon.: Bible Study & Supper at homes - 6 p.m. 
CHRIST CHURCH OF THE VALLEY, CASHIERS

Pastor Steve Kerhoulas • 743-5470
Sun.10:45am, S.S 9:30am. Wed. 6pm supper and teaching.

Tues. Guys study 8am, Gals 10am.
CLEAR CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH

Pastor Jim Kinard
Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11a.m. 

1st & 3rd Sunday night Service: 7p.m.
Wednesdays –Supper at 6 p.m. 

COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH
www.cbchighlands.com • 526-4685
3645 Cashiers Rd, Highlands, NC

Senior Pastor Gary Hewins  
Sun.: 9:30am: Sunday School

10:30am: Middle & High School; 10:45am: Child. Program,
10: 45am: Worship Service

Wed.: 5pm Dinner ($7 adult, $2 child), 6pm CBC 
University

EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF THE INCARNATION
Rev. Bruce Walker • 526-2968

Sundays: Holy Eucharist (chapel) at 8 a.m.
Education and choir rehearsal, 9 am, 

Holy Eucharist Rite II, (sanctuary),10:30 
Wednesday: 10 a.m., Morning Prayer

Thursdays: Holy Eucharist, (chapel), 10 am
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH HIGHLANDS

828-526-4153 • www.fbchighlands.org
Dr. Mark Ford, Pastor

220 Main Street, Highlands NC 28741
Sun.:Worship 10:45 am; Sun.: Bible Study 9:30 am

Wed.: Men’s Bible Study 8:30 am; Prayer Mtg 6:15 pm; 
Choir 5 pm

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Curtis Fussell & Emily Wilmarth, pastors 

526-3175 • fpchighlands.org
Sun.: Worship: 8:30a and 11 a.m.; School: 9:30

Mondays: 8 a.m.:Men’s Prayer Group & Breakfast
Wednesdays:Choir:5:30p

GOLDMINE BAPTIST CHURCH
(Off Franklin/Highlands Rd) • Rev. Carson Gibson

Sunday School:10 am, Worship Service:11 am
Bible Study:6 pm

GRACE COMMUNITY CHURCH OF CASHIERS
Non-Denominational-Contemporary Worship

242 Hwy 107N, 1/4 miles from Crossroads in Cashiers
www.gracecashiers.com • Pastor Steve Doerter: 743-9814
Services: Sundays 10am - Wed. - 7pm; Dinner - Wed. 6pm 

HAMBURG BAPTIST CHURCH
Hwy 107N. • Glenville, Nc • 743-2729

Pastor Nathan Johnson
Sunday: School 9:45a, Worship 11a & 7p, Bible Study 6p

Wed. Kidsquest 6p.; Worship 7p.
HIGHLANDS ASSEMBLY OF GOD

Randy Reed, Pastor828-421-9172 • 165 S. Sixth Street 
Sundays: Worship:11 

HIGHLANDS CENTRAL BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Dan Robinson

670 N. 4th Street (next to the Highlands Civic Center)
Sun.: Morning Worship 10:45 a., Evening Worship, 6p. 

Wednesday: Bible Study, 6:30p; Prayer Mtg., 7:30p.
HIGHLANDS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

Pastor Paul Christy 526-3376
Sun: School 9:45a.; Worship 9:09,10:50.; Youth 5:30 p.

Wed: Supper: 5:15; youth, & adults activities: 6; Handbell 
rehearsal, 6:15; Choir Rehearsal 7. (nursery provided ); 

7pm Intercessory Prayer Ministry 
HOLY FAMILY LUTHERAN CHURCH: ELCA

Chaplain Margaret Howell • 2152 Dillard Road • 526-9741
Sun: School and Adult discussion group 9:30 a.m.;  

Worship/Communion:10:30 
HEALING SERVICE on the 5th Sunday of the month.

MACEDONIA BAPTIST CHURCH
8 miles south of Highlands on N.C. 28 S in Satolah

Pastor Troy Nicholson, (828) 526-8425
Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11, Choir:6 p.m.

Wed: Bible Study and Youth Mtg.:7 p.m.
MOUNTAIN SYNAGOGUE

at St. Cyprian’s Episcopal Church, Franklin
828-524-9463

MOUNTAIN BIBLE CHURCH 
743-2583 • Independent Bible Church 

Sun:10:30 a.m. at Big Ridge Baptist Church,  
4224 Big Ridge Road (4.5 miles from NC 107) 

Weds: Bible Study 6:30 p.m.; Youth Group 6 p.m. 
OUR LADY OF THE MOUNTAINS CATHOLIC 

CHURCH
 Parish office (Father Francis): 526-2418

Mass: Sun: 11 a.m.; Sat. at 4p
SCALY MOUNTAIN BAPTIST CHURCH

Rev. Marty Kilby
Sundays: School –10 a.m.; Worship –11 a.m. & 7 

Wednesdays: Prayer Mtg.:7 p.m.
SCALY MOUNTAIN CHURCH OF GOD

290 Buck Knob Road; Pastor Jerry David Hall • 526-3212
Sun.: School:10 a.m.; Worship:10:45 a.m.; Worship: 6 p.m.

SHORTOFF BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Rev. Andy Cloer 

Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11 
Wednesdays: Prayer & Bible Study:7 

THE CHURCH OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD
1448 Highway 107 South, Office: 743-2359

Rev. Douglas E. Remer
Oct-May: Sunday Services: Rite I, 8a Rite II, 10:30 

June-Sept: Sunday Services: Rite I, 8a, Rite II, 9:15 & 11a
Nursery available for Rite II services

Sept 6-Oct 25-Informal Evening Eucharist-5:30 p.m. 
Thursday: Noon Healing Service with Eucharist.

UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST FELLOWSHIP 
85 Sierra Drive • 828-524-6777  

Sunday Worship - 11 a.m. 
WHITESIDE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Rev. Sam Forrester/Cashiers
Sunday School:10 am, Worship Service:11 am

By Rev. Dr. Francis Xavier Arockiasamy, 
Our Lady of  the Mountains Catholic Church

The personality of  a human being is a bundle of  vari-
ous behaviors. One of  the important behaviors is 
having mercy towards others which is necessary for 

our human life. Pope Francis opened a Holy Door in St. 
Peter’s Basilica on December 8, 2015, the Feast of  the Im-
maculate Conception of  the Blessed Virgin Mary and the 
50th Anniversary of  the close of  the Second Vatican Coun-
cil. He has declared a Jubilee Year of  Mercy throughout the 
world. This door in Rome will symbolically be known as 
the “Door of  Mercy”. In the following weeks, Holy Doors 
will be opened by Cardinals, Bishops in Basilicas, Cathedrals 
and Shrines all over the World. On November 20, 2016, the 
feast of  Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of  The Universe, Pope 
Francis will symbolically close the Holy Door of  Mercy, 
marking the end of  the Jubilee Year. 

During the Year of  Mercy, Pope Francis invites Priests 
throughout the Dioceses to visit the people of  God in vari-
ous Churches and to forgive even the most serious sins of  
the people. They are called “Missionaries of  Mercy”. They 
will help the people with their spiritual needs. Missionaries 
of  Mercy will be a living sign of  the Church’s compassion 
towards people. During this special occasion, we can en-
counter the merciful Christ Jesus in the Sacrament of  Rec-
onciliation. 

Pope Francis invites every diocese in the world to ob-
serve “24 Hours for the Lord” on the Friday and Saturday 
in the fourth week of  Lent in 2016. He also wishes to have 
an open dialogue with Judaism and Islam. The people are 
invited to read the passages in Luke’s Gospel such as the 
Prodigal Son, the Lost Sheep, the Good Samaritan, the feed-
ing of  the five thousand, as well as the healing of  people 
who are sick, blind, deaf, lame, paralyzed and afflicted with 
leprosy. These kinds of  readings and reflections are known 
as the Gospels of  Mercy. There are two kinds of  mercy. i.e. 
(a) Mercy from God to man. (b) Mercy from man to others. 
According to St. Thomas Aquinas, “God acts mercifully, not 
indeed by going against His justice, rather by doing some-
thing more than justice”. He also defines mercy as a virtue 
which shows from one man to another as heartfelt sympa-
thy. In Bible, Jesus Christ revealed to us the mercy of  the 
Father. So every action of  the Church should reveal mercy. 

In the Catechism of  the Catholic Church, we see two 
kinds of  works of  mercy, Corporal and Spiritual. The Cor-
poral works of  Mercy are as follows: to feed the hungry, to 
give drink to the thirsty, to cloth the naked, to shelter the 
homeless, to visit the sick, (6) to ransom captives and (7) to 
bury the dead. The Spiritual works of  Mercy are as follows: 
to instruct the ignorant, (2) to counsel the doubtful (3) to 
admonish sinners, (4) to bear wrongs patiently, (5) to forgive 
others willingly, (6) to comfort the afflicted and (7) to pray 
for the living and the dead. 

So Dear Brothers and Sisters, this is an invitation to all 
of  us to practice God’s Mercy so that we understand each 
other and we accept each other as fellow human beings to 
create peace, love and harmony among ourselves and in our 
communities, wherever we are. May God Bless you all. 

God’s Mercy  
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Dr. Joseph H. Wilbanks, D.D.S.

706-886-9439 • 800-884-9439

278 East Doyle St. • Toccoa, GA

COMPLETE DENTAL CARE UNDER ONE ROOF.

You are only 50 miles away from 30 years experience in top-
notch, high-tech, one-stop dentistry known for its gentle touch. 

• Dental Implants • Root Canal 
Therapy

• SINGLE VISIT CROWNS! 
• Orthodontics including Invisalign  

• Wisdom Teeth Extractions 
and of course Fillings and Cleanings.

(IV Sedation, too)

www.WilbanksSmileCenter.com

The Highlands Police log 
entries from November 23. 
Only the names of persons 
arrested, issued a Class-3 
misdemeanor or public offi-
cials have been used. 

Nov. 23
• At 2 p.m., officers received 

a report of criminal damage to 
property at Mountain Brook Inn 
& Suites where a table set with 
four chairs and lanscaping lights 
were damaged.

Nov. 24
• At 11:46 a.m., Joseph Lee 

Baty, 28, of Highlands, was ar-
rested for kidnapoping and felo-
nious restraint. He was issued at 
$500 unsecured bond.• At 3:20 
p.m., officers received a report 

Star Light, 
Eye Bright!

Collagen Eye Treatment, 
Brow Wax and  
Hand Massage

$45

Valid through  
the end of 2015

• Police & Fire Reporsts•

• See CLASSIFIEDS page 21

HELP WANTED
M A N AG E R , F U L L -

TIME-YEAR ROUND FOR 
BUSY INN/RESTAURANT 
IN HIGHLANDS. Mgmt exp. 
required, preferably restaurant 
mgmt. Email resume to info@
mainstreet-inn.com. (st. 11/12)

CNA AND/OR MED-
AIDE wanted for Chestnut Hill of 
Highlands Assisted Living. Apply at 
24 Clubhouse Trail, Highlands, NC. 
(828)526-5251. (st. 10/22)

FULL-TIME, YEAR-
ROUND DISHWASHING 
POSITIONS – available at 
Mountain Fresh Grocery. Call 
828-526-2400 or apply in person. 

THE HIGHLANDS BBQ 
CO. Is seeking Servers, Hosts, 
Bartenders and Line Cooks. If In-
terested, Please call 828-200-1500 
or Send a Resume to Highlands-
BBQCompany@Gmail.com (st. 
7/2)

SALES ASSOCIATE 
FOR HIGH END CLOTH-
ING STORE IN HIGHLANDS, 
NC full time “with benefits. part 
time and seasonal. Must be avail-
able to work weekends. Retail 
clothing sales experience pre-
ferred. Please call 828-200-0928 
(st. 4/30) 

MOUNTAIN FRESH 
GROCERY in Highlands is hiring 

• Classifeds •

of a breaking and entering at a 
residence on Big Bearpen Road 
where Ramen Noodles and soup 
were taken.

Nov. 26
• At 10:20 a.m., a person was 

detained by police for trespassing 
at Highlands Inn., He was unsure 
of why he was at the inn but re-
fused to leave.

Nov. 28
• At 3:05 p.m., Amy Warren 

Beaty, 56, of Richmond, VA, was ar-
rested for DWI on NC 106.

The Highlands Fire & Res-
cue Dept. log from Dec. 2

Dec. 2
• At 11:11 a.m., the dept. re-

sponded to a fire alarm at a resi-
dence on Pierson Drive.

• At 3:12 p.m., the dept. provid-
ed mutual aid to the Cashiers Fire 
Department.

• At 6:59 p.m., the dept. stood 
by at the hospital for the MAMA 
helicopter.

Dec. 3
• At 11:23 a.m., the dept. re-

sponded to a fire alarm at a resi-
dence on Hudson Road.

• At 10:58 p.m., the dept. re-
sponded to a fire alarm at a resi-
dence on Cobb Road.

Dec. 5
• At 2:24 p.m., the dept. re-

sponded to a fire alarm at a resi-
dence on Whiteside Mountain 
Road.

Dec. 6
• At 8:38 a.m., the dept. was 

first-responders to a residence on 
Harris Drive.

• At 3:11 p.m., the dept. re-
sponded to a fire alarm at the hos-
pital.

Dec. 7
• At 6:28 p.m., the dept. stood 

by at the hospital for the MAMA 
helicopter.

Dec. 8
• At 10:32 a.m., the dept. was 

first-responders to the Rec Dept. 
Pool.
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Allan Dearth & Sons
Generator 

Sales & Service, Inc.

828-526-9325
Cell: 828-200-1139

email: allandearth@msn.com

Larry Houston
Rock Work

Walls • Fireplaces • Patios • Piers 
All Rock Work • Stucco

(828) 526-4138 or (828) 200-3551

Loma Linda
Farm

NC License # 10978

Dog Boarding • Day Care 
Pastoral Parks

In Home and Leash-free 
Lodging in the lap of luxury.

(828) 421-7922
Highlands, NC

LomaLindaFarm@frontier.com
www.lomalindafarm.com

• Residential or 
Commercial 

• Over 40 Years  
Experience 
• Fast and  

Dependable
• FREE Estimates

• FREE Pick-up and 
Delivery

American 
Upholstery & Fabric 

Outlet

(864) 638-9661 cell: (864) 710-9106
(Owners: Morris & Rachel Bible)

J&M Towing  
Service

Local and Long Distance Hauls
526-0374 • 342-0583

Owner-Operator 
Jeff Miller

24-Hour 

Towing

chestnut storage

Look for our sign!
10890 Buck Creek Rd. - 1/2 mile off Cashiers Rd near the hospital 

Storage Units Available
Secure 24 Hour Access

Easy In - Easy Out
Great Rates - Great Terms

Call today to find out why we’re
“Highland’s Premier Facility”

828-482-1045

Tile • Stone Installation
Cleaning/Sealing Grout & Stone

Kitchen & Bathroom 
Remodeling

Serving Macon & Jackson counties
Excellent References

Robert Wakefield
828-200-5961

1wakefieldstone@gmail.com

Wakefield Stone

Highlands Automotive

2851 Cashiers Road • highlandsautomotive.com

We will help you and your family ...
• Understand your medical condition
• Understand your treatment options

• Decipher your medical bills w/Medicare and Ins.

Open Year Round Tues.-Sat. 9-5

411 N. 4th St., Highlands • 828-526-9581

FREE Tooth Brushing Service  
with every first visit!

U Call We Haul Junk Removal 
& Property Cleanout Service

Total House Clean-out Services, 
Attics,Basements, Garages, Yard Debris, etc. We’ll 
take your Trash & Save you some Cash. Cheaper 

than a Dumpster & we do all the work.

We also Specialize in  
Small Demolition ... 

and Removal of Mobile Homes, Barns, Sheds,  
Above Ground Swimming Pools, etc.

We also do Minor Landscaping,  
Mowing, weedwacking, pruning, small tree & 
brush removal and all types of yard debris  

including metal, wood, leaves, etc.  
We also pressure wash.

If You Need it Gone,
Call Today 

for a 
Cleaner Tomorrow.

(828) 200-5268

Whiteside 
Cove  

Cottages

800-805-3558 • 828-526-2222

5 new log cabins 
nestled in the 

hemlocks on 25 acres at 
the base of Whiteside 

Mountain.

828-369-0436 OR 828-421-0067
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• See CLASSIFIEDS page 22

Highlands Automotive

NC
Inspection

Station

2851 Cashiers Road • highlandsautomotive.com
828-787-2360

‘Let me help you with your next remodeling project!’

828-342-3500 
kpick64@yahoo.com
43 Holt Road, Highlands

Like me on FaceBook • Kevin Pickett LLC

4Seniors, LLC
Medical Liaison Services

An advocate to guide you through the 
complex medical labyrinth of services 

and treatments.
We will help you and your family ...

• Understand your medical condition
• Understand your treatment options

• Decipher your medical bills w/Medicare and Ins.
Contact Patricia Smith • Registered Nurse Practitioner

828-482-1821

4seniors.hc@gmail.com

NaturalTherapies.MD
Bioidentical Hormone 
Replacement Therapy 

102 S. Main Street, Clayton, GA 30525

Beverly E. Gerard, M.D.
Board Certified Gynecologist

706-782-1300

naturaltherapies.md@gmail.com
www.naturaltherapies.md.com

Balancing Hormones  
& Health

Around the Mountain Signs

Quality Wooden Signs • Numbers • Lettering
Hand-routed • Sand Blasted

828-526-1891
aroundthemountainsigns@yahoo.com

All Wood...All the Time.

Service Directory Ads:
$17/week BW • $22/week color

Classified Ads:
$6 for 10 words; 20 cents each extra 

word.
Yellow/Cyan Highlight $2/week 

Color Photo $5/week 
Email verbiage and photo by 5p Mondays 

to: 
highlandseditor@aol.com

828-526-0536 • 865-314-9381

COMPLETE

PLUMBING

REPAIR

Jim Fesperman
Licensed & Insured 

Repair Specialist
Specializing in Sewer and 

Drain Cleaning and Repairs

24-Hour Emergency Service

We Get 
To the Heart 

of the Problem!

Viva Wellness
Stimulating Natural Healing

Dr. Kit Barker, PhD, Cellular Biology
5 Cottage Row • U.S. 64 East

Live Pain Free with 
Healthy CBD     Hemp Oil
Call 828-526-1566 for details

SALE
Thru Jan. 2, 2016

1/2 Price Sale
Excluding:

Paperbacks, magazines, rare 
books and new releases.

full-time for: 
• Baristas, 
• Cashiers, 
• Grill, 
• Deli, and 
• Pizza departments. 
Applicants should apply in person or email resume to 

jobs828@gmail.com
VAC/SHORT-TERM RENTALS
HIGHLANDS VACATION RENTAL DOWN-

TOWN. 2/2 updated in 2014 with luxury master bath, king 
bed, marble & SS kitchen. Second floor condo two blocks off 
Main. Renovated like an Old Edwards Suite! W/D in unit, flat 
screen T.V., gas fireplace, off street parking. Available weekly 
$1,000 plus utilities. Call 828-352-8519. (st. 12/25) 

LOTS/LAND FOR SALE
LOT. 10 MINUTES FROM DOWNTOWN 

HIGHLANDS. 2.01 acres with Mountain Ridge and 
Meadow Views between Bridal Veil Falls, Dry Falls & Cul-
lasaja Falls, Gorge. Lot cleared, driveway and new septic 
system. Tax Value is $89,410., Quick Sale at $49,900. Firm. 
828-200-0949. (st. 9/3) 

WOODED LOT W/ STREAM FOR SALE – MIR-
RORMONT AREA, Berit Ln., 1.45 acres, 4-BR septic 
permit, walk-to-town, Priced to sell. 770-861-4249. (st. 7/23)

ACRE LOT HIGHLANDS, NC Corner Lot High-
lands Glen, level with some gentle slopes excavation and 
foundation expenses would be reasonable, underground 
power installed. Stream runs year round could be configured 
to make a small pond, good water sources for well. Space 
for outbuildings or RV, boat storage. 6 Miles to downtown. 
$27,000 possible owner financing 828-507-2066 (st. 7/2) 

RESIDENTIAL FOR RENT
REMODELED EFFICIENCY APARTMENT River 

Run II Washer Dryer Large Deck. Walking distance to Skiing, 
Swimming, Restaurants,  Exercise Amenities , and Meeting 
rooms and Public Golf Coarse $525 monthly annual rent 
plus utilities. 561-626-7467 (12/31)

FURNISHED HOME FOR RENT 2/2. Mt. Lori Dr. 
Quiet street with no through traffic. Minutes to town. Very 
well kept with nice furniture and pretty yard. Wood burning 
fireplace, open kitchen, deck in back, hardwood floors, garage. 
$1200 does not include utilities. 904-403-8090. (st. 12/10)

SPACIOUS FURNISHED HOME Woodland Hills 
Dr. close to the old Half Mile Farm which will be a part of 
Old Edwards Inn next summer. 3/2 with large master suite 
and bathroom. Minutes to town. Cathedral ceilings, fireplace, 
hardwood and tile floors, huge deck. $1200. Does not include 
utilities. 904-403-8090. (st. 12/10) 

STUDIO APT IN DOWN TOWN SCALY MT 

...CLASSIFIEDS from page 19



on Dillard Rd. $450 includes all utilities AND 
$450 Security Deposit/No Pets. (828) 526-
3610 (st. 11/19)

 3/3 OLDER FURNISHED HOME, 
walk to town. $1050/month plus utilities. Call 
828-526-5558.

2/2 DESIGNER-FURNISHED 
CABIN ON DILLARD ROAD, 4.5 miles 
from town. Easy access year round. Lots of 
windows, Rhodo privacy, firepit, porch & 
patio. New W/D. No smokers. $600/month. 
615-243-2006.

RESIDENTIAL FOR SALE
CABINS FOR SALE/RENT. Lo-

cated on Sawmill Road in Clear Creek. 4.63 
acres. Call 828-526-2720. Price Negotiable. 
(st. 9/24)

2BED/2BATH 1.20 AC. Fantastic 
views & Privacy $88,999. Call 482.2050 
706.782.9728. Cypresslanesale@facebook. 
(st. 8/7) 

ITEMS FOR SALE

• CLASSIFIEDS •
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GRAND PIANO 6’ 9” Black Kawai 
1984. Beautiful case, perfect condition, good 
for church or large room $10,900 OBO, 
private owner. Photos available 828-342-2470 
(st. 12/10)

DOUBLE BED, mattress, box and 
frame. Attractive, excellent condition. $175 
OBO. 828-342-2470. (st. 12/10)

OAK 4-DRAWER FILING CABI-
NET, Antique mammy bench; vintage 
4-wheel farm scale; classic 1963 Thompson 
oak/mahogany wood boat with 1984 John-
son outboard and tandem trailer; 3-station 
Whitehall mahogany rowboat with trailer; 
antique large combination safe; 308 lb. black-
smith anvil circa 1910/huge swage block/
sturdy foot-powered hammer; new large-
scale train equipment; 4 oak/steel vegetable 
stands – all in great condition and reasonably 
priced. Bruce 828-200-0228. (st. 12/3)

‘65 SUNBEAM TIGER V8 – restored. 
with hard top, AC, less than 3,000 miles on 
rebuilt balanced engine. 4 wheel discs. Call 

828-743-0900

Larry Rogers 
Construction Company, Inc.

Excavating • Grading • Trucking Trackhoe 
Backhoe • Blasting • Utilities 

(828) 526-2874

for details. 404-966-0283. (st. 10/1)
SERVICES
H I G H L A N D S - C A S H I E R S 

HANDYMAN: Repairs, remodeling, 
painting, pressure washing, minor plumbing 
and electric, decks and additions. Free 
Estimates. Insured. Call 421-4667. (9/17) 

ALL AROUND OFFICE SOLU-
TIONS – Bookkeeping Services, Pay-
roll Prep, Payroll Tax Prep, Billing Services, 
Virtual Assistant, Data Base Management, 
Administrative Services, Research Assistance, 

Quickbooks Set-up and Training. Call Mary 
James at 828-421-0002 or email mjames@
allaroundofficesolutions.com (st. 1/15)

HIGH COUNTRY PHOTO/KEV-
IN VINSON: scanning photos, slides & 
negatives to CD or DVD for easier viewing. 
Video transfer to DVD. Everything done 
in house. Leave message at 828-526-5208. 
(st. 10/29)

MOLD AND MUSTY SMELL IN 
YOUR HOME? Call for free inspection. 
828-743-0900.

TOWN OF HIGHLANDS JOB ANNOUNCEMENT
FINANCE DIRECTOR:

The Town of Highlands is accepting applications for the position of Finance Director. 
This position performs professional and supervisory work in planning, organizing, and ex-
ecuting the accounting functions for the Town of Highlands government, annual budget of 
approximately 13 million dollars.

The Finance Director is responsible for interpretation of local, state, and federal poli-
cies, statutes, and procedures and insures overall compliance, adherence, and accuracy in 
all financial activities.

Responsibilities include; purchasing, financial reporting, general ledger, funds and grants 
accounting, cash management and investments, accounts receivables and payables, debt ser-
vice management, and related tasks. The Finance Director is responsible for the supervision 
of the finance staff, and work is performed in accordance with established Town finance 
procedures, local ordinances, and NC laws and General Statutes governing local govern-
mental finance, generally accepted accounting principles, and GAAFR (Governmental Ac-
counting, Auditing, and Financial Reporting). Work is performed under the supervision of 
the Town Manager.

Minimum requirements for the position include a Bachelor’s Degree from an accred-
ited college or university, in accounting, finance, business or public administration; or equiv-
alent experience; and ability to obtain a North Carolina Certified Public Finance Officer 
Certification. A minimum of 5 years’ experience in North Carolina municipal or county 
government administration, or financial management and accounting.

Preferred special requirements are a Master’s degree in accounting or financial man-
agement, certified as a Municipal Financial Officer by the North Carolina Local Govern-
mental Finance Officers Association and certified as a Notary Public.

Salary will be commensurate with experience and qualifications. The Town of High-
lands provides a competitive benefits package, which includes participation in NC Govern-
ment Employees Retirement System membership and benefits in health, dental, life, vision, 
long term disability insurance; optional life and auxiliary coverages; 401K and 457 deferred 
compensation plans; paid holidays; and annual and sick leave. This is an exempt position. 
The successful applicant is subject to a criminal background check, a pre-employment drug 
screening and passing a physical examination.

Applications are available at Town Hall or downloaded from the Town’s website at 
www.highlandsnc.org under Employment. Resumes may be submitted in addition to ap-
plications. All completed and signed Employment Applications may be submitted in person 
to Sonjia Gibson, HR Director, at the Town Hall, 210 N. Fourth Street, Highlands, NC, by 
email to sonjia.gibson@highlandsnc.org , by fax to 828-526-2595 or by U.S. Mail to the at-
tention of Sonjia Gibson, HR Director, at PO Box 460, Highlands, NC 28741 . This position 
has a closing date of January 15, 2016, and applications will be reviewed as received. Only 
candidates selected for an interview will be contacted. The Town of Highlands is an Equal 
Opportunity/Drug-Free Employer. (1/14/16)
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Main Street Inn & Bistro 
828-526-2590 • mainstreet-inn.com

“Ace is the Place.”

At Main & 3rd streets
Highlands 526-2157

Hardware
Reeves

3

19

www.chambersagency.net

Chambers Realty 
& Vacation Rentals

Homes and Land For Sale
Vacation Homes for Rent

526-3717 OR 888-526-3717
401 N 5th St, Highlands

11

1

Main St, Oak Square,  
Mon-Sat, 10-5 

Sun. 12-4

Oriental Rug 
Gallery

526-5759

Country Club Properties
“Your local hometown 

Real Estate professionals.”
3 Offices 828-526-2520

www.CCPHighlandsNC.com

2

10

42

Celebrating our 21st Season!

Bistro Service Starts at 4p
Dining Room Starts at 5:30p

474 Main Street • 828-526-3807
www.wolfgangs.net • Find us on FaceBook

Santa

BRIAN RENFRO
828-226-0118
brianrenfro@gmail.com
www.brianrenfro.com

Available at 
Jackson Hole Gem Mine
9770 Highlands Rd, Highlands

828-524-5850

526-1796
479 South St., Ste. 5 • Highlands NC

21

OPEN ALL YEAR
DISCOUNTS 

FOR LOCALS!



www.firemt.com • (800) 775-4446

Cashmere
Scotland’s Best Knitwear

McCULLEY’S

“Top of the Hill”
242 S. 4th St.

Open 7 days a week
526-4407

828-526-2338

30 ...on the Verandah 
Restaurant

on Lake Sequoyah

Open Year-Round.
343-D

Main Street.
526-4035

www.wildthymegourmet.com

pat.f.allen@gmail. com 

#1 
Broker 

Highlands/Cashiers 
2010-2014 per  

HCMLS

Jody Lovell
33

www.ontheverandah.com

Open for
 Dinner nightly 

at 5:30p.
Sunday brunch, 

too

Open for 
Lunch & 

Dinner daily

Pat Allen 
Broker-in-charge

Cell: 828-200-9179 
Office: 828-526-8784

www.patallenrealtygroup.com 

828-526-4104
highlandssir.com

828-526-8784
295 Dillard Road

Paoletti

Please call for reservations
526-4906

“Invest in Highlands, NC Real Estate ... and Invest in Your Life.”TM 

(828) 526-8118 • 125 South 4th Street

40

WhiteOakRG.com

Susie deVille 
Broker-in-Charge

(828) 371-2079

Leslie Cook
Broker

(828) 421-5113

Wick Ashburn 
Broker

(828) 421-0500

Tara Ray
Executive Assistant

(828) 371-1622

9770 Highlands Rd., Highlands
828-524-5850

www.jacksonholegemmine.com

Open
7 Days a Week

10a to 4p

Closed
Through Dec. 23

BROKERS:
Mary Newhart 

828.506.5663 
Julie Osborn
828-200-6165

Sherman Pope 
828-342-4277
Cy Timmons 
828-200-9762

Sheryl Wilson 
828-337-0706

Emily Chastain 
Operations Manager

(828) 200-6277


