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By Merritt N. Shaw
Soon there will be a new op-

tion for patients who get sick and 
need to see a doctor quickly in 
Highlands.

Family practice physician, 
Dr. David Castor, will be open-
ing Smoky Mountain Urgent 
Care, a new urgent care and gen-
eral practice facility at 155 Main 
Street in Wright Square. The pro-
jected grand opening will be in 
late February 2015.  

According to Danielle Smi-
ley, the Office Manager at Smoky 
Mountain Urgent Care, Castor is 
opening the urgent care facility in 
Highlands because he feels there 
is a need for high quality medi-
cal services with walk-in access in 
the Highlands community. 

Castor is a family practice 
physician and has two other office 
locations in Bryson City and An-
drews, NC. The clinic in Bryson 
City has been open for a year and 
a half  and the one in Andrews 
has been open for seven months. 
“Both have been very busy and 
have been well received,” said 
Office Manager Danielle Smiley. 

Urgent care option 
coming to Highlands

The clinic, in Highlands, will be 
providing urgent care services as 
well as general practice services. 
Castor will be one of  the rotating 
physicians. Walk-ins are welcome 
and appointments will be avail-
able.  A self-pay visit will be ap-
proximately $89. Labs and x-rays 
will be extra.

Currently, if  someone finds 
themselves sick and don’t have a 
regular doctor or can’t get a same-
day appointment with their regu-
lar doctor, they have an option 
to go to the emergency room at 
the Highlands/Cashiers Hospital, 
wait until the Community Care 
Clinic opens on Thursdays (must 
qualify), go to Franklin or Sylva to 
an urgent care facility or go to the 
walk-in, low-cost Walmart Care 
Clinic in Clayton, GA.

Costs vary for a visit to a gen-
eral practice physician in High-
lands, but the Angel Urgent Care 
Center in Franklin has a basic cost 
of  $98 for an office visit. Exams, 
labs and x-rays are extra. They 
give a 20% discount if  paid in 
cash upon services rendered. The 

By Emily Gabbard
NC-Chapel Hill Gap Student

Four days…26 miles…hiking 
six to nine hours a day. Reaching 
altitudes of  13,800 feet. Climbing 
to an altitude of  4,000 feet in five 
hours. Meeting a lot of  new peo-

ple. No showers. The best meals 
I’ve experienced in Peru. The 
hardest, most rewarding thing I 
have ever done in my life. This de-
scribes my time on the Inca trail 
to Machu Picchu

From Peru to Kathmandu
NC-Chapel Hill Global Gap Year Fellow Emily Gabbard at Machu Picchu in 
Peru. This is part 2 of her story. See the Oct. 30 edition for part 1.

For decades the Highlands 
Fire & Rescue Dept. has been 
trying to secure funds from Jack-
son County to offset the fire and 
rescue services it provides 332 
Jackson County residents who 
live in the Highlands Township 

MC seeking funds from Jackson C. for services rendered
and the Macon County service 
area.

Jackson County has given 
Macon County some money, 
however, and residents in the 
country clubs whose borders are 
also in Jackson County have do-

nated funds for services rendered. 
Though the funds are much ap-
preciated, they don’t come close 
to the money owed. The High-
lands Township fire tax is .009 per 
$100 value.

However, thanks to MC 

Commissioner Vice Chair Jim 
Tate and a concerted effort by 
Macon County staff, it’s possible 
that Macon County may get ad-
ditional monies.

At Tuesday night’s Macon 

At approximately 8:15 the 
morning of  Saturday, Jan. 10, 
officers at the Macon County 
Detention Center discovered an 
inmate attempting to escape.

A detention officer was in 
the process of  booking another 
inmate when he heard a strange 
noise coming from another area 
of  the jail. 

At the time of  the inci-
dent, Detention Officers had a 
total of  five inmates waiting to 
be processed who had just been 
brought in by various officers 
and additional agencies. 

When the detention officer 
went to investigate the strange 
noise, he discovered that inmate 
Cameron Paul Schaffer, age 21, 
had crawled up into the drop 
ceiling of  his cell and had disap-
peared into the crawl space. 

The officer immediately 
called for assistance of  other 
officers including MCSO Patrol 
Deputies and Franklin Police 

Inmate caught 
attempting to 

escape MC jail
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Bob Wilson

By Bob Wilson

We’ve all seen what hap-
pened in Paris, France 
when a group of  radical 

Muslims decided that a news out-
let had gone too far in publishing 
cartoons about Mohammad. 

France, of  course, has a long 
history of  lampooning politicians, 
religion and any group that dares 
present themselves as having all 
the answers.

In America, we too have a 
long history of  lampooning those 
in power. This is what keeps us 
safely in a Democracy as we freely debate 
questions of  both religious faith and political 
ideology.  No political or religious leader is 
above being questioned or lampooned.

We can lose all that in a flash if  we don’t 
protect our right of  free speech. Howard 
Dean just told the media that we should be 
politically correct and not refer to the ter-
rorists as radical Muslims and just call them 
terrorists. One must ask whether he would 
apply the same rule to an extremist Christian 
group?

In Egypt, journalists are sitting in jail 
for daring to question their leadership and 
in Russia the opposition is also jailed. Unfor-
tunately, there are many countries where any 
opposition to political or religious leadership 
is a crime, resulting in a police state. 

My recent comments drew a lot of  flak 
because I don’t belong to a political party and 
am free to state my criticism of  either the 
Republicans or Democrats. Most just don’t 
know what to make of  someone who isn’t 

Freedom of the press
loyal to one team or the other. 

They have a problem fol-
lowing logical arguments outside 
of  their political ideology and 
blindly root for their team, right 
or wrong, mentally blocking out 
anything that conflicts with their 
party line.

But party loyalty prevents 
us from finding the root causes 
of  our problems.

We have leaders who are 
convinced that they alone have 
the answers to society’s prob-
lems and wish any dissent would 

simply evaporate and not bother them with 
questions.

Many would happily push a button to 
stop any opposition conflicting with their 
opinions and eliminate freedom of  speech 
entirely. 

Indeed, there would only be a one party 
system and there would be no Republicans 
or Democrats, just a “Dear Leader” as in 
North Korea. 

Sounds neat and orderly but at a high 
cost to our freedom of  speech and the ad-
vancement of  new ideas and the progress we 
so sorely need.

Fact is, no one individual or political/
religious group has all the answers to soci-
ety’s problems. Although we keep looking 
for one, humanity has no messiah to lead 
us. We have to find our own way through 
debate and perhaps more importantly, learn-
ing to think clearly, free of  politically correct 
propaganda.

Freedom of  thought and speech clearly 
keeps us safe from becoming a police state.

It is then our duty to protect that right 
of  free speech and take pokes at those who 
claim to know more than the rest of  us. I do 
not apologize to those offended by my con-
tinuing to ask hard questions of  our leaders.

Tonight will be the first 
Highlands Town Board 
meeting of  the new year 

-- 2015. As usual, it will be at the 
Highlands Community Building 
next to the ball field at 7 p.m. We 
have a full meeting agenda.

In the area of  financial 
matters the board will review 
and approve bids for landscap-
ing and mowing of  town prop-
erties such as the ball field. A 
number of  years ago the town 
adopted a policy of  requesting 
bids for these contracts. Costs 
have been cut in half  since the 
bidding process was implemented.

The board will also review a modifica-
tion in the Duke Energy contract. Our elec-
trical utility consultant states the change will 
result in a minuscule saving for the town over 
the remaining life of  the contract. It is related 
to a fund Duke established to decommission 
their nuclear power plants.

Last year the board approved a Salary/
Position Classification Study. David Hill, the 
representative of  the company that con-
ducted the study, will present their findings. 
I believe the report will show the town is in 
a “Goldilocks” zone, not too high, not too 
low, just about right in employee classifica-
tions and compensation.

The board will also discuss 
the salary compensation of  the 
School Resource Officer. Years 
ago, the town was proactive and 
funded the SRO position for the 
Highlands School, the only mu-
nicipality to do so for the Macon 
County School System. 

Since the tragedy at Sandy 
Hook, the Macon County Com-
mission has begun funding and 
placing SROs in the schools. The 
Town Board will be requesting to 
enter agreement for the county to 
fund the Highland School SRO 
position. The Highlands Police 

Department will continue to staff  the posi-
tion. It is a good example of  how the county 
and town can work together in providing ser-
vices to all our residents.

The Town Board will also review a re-
quest by Planning Director JoshWard, to hold 
a public hearing in regard to reaffirming the 
town zoning map and districts. This request 
is an administrative, procedural matter that 
needs to be done periodically to be in compli-
ance with state statues. Frankly, we have not 
done a good job in the past in maintaining 
and updating our records in this area. The 
purpose of  this hearing will not be for re-
zoning properties, bit rather a re-verification 
of  the current zoning map that the town has 
used for a number of  years.

Other items on the agenda will be a dis-
cussion of  compact car parking spaces and 
an appointment to the ABC Board. I will also 
make appointments of  commissioners to the 
various town committees. 

It will be great to see you at the meeting.

On the agenda for tonight’s TB meeting

walk-in clinic in Walmart costs $49 to see 
a nurse practitioner, get an exam and be 
diagnosed. These urgent care clinics are 
usually open during regular business hours, 
have evening and weekend hours, have 
posted, more affordable fees and typically 
have services such as wellness and primary 
acute care, management of  chronic condi-
tions, referrals to specialists, lab tests and 
immunizations and injuries that need im-
mediate attention that are not considered 
emergencies.

Along with urgent care services, the 
Smoky Mountain Urgent Care clinic will 
also offer services for women’s health, 
CDL physicals and preventative care, on-
site X-Rays and lab work. It will be open 
seven days a week and will announce ex-
tended hours at a later date. Most insurance 
will be accepted including Medicaid. There 
will be rotating medical doctors, nurse 
practitioners and physician assistants and 
they will have the ability to refer patients 
to Mission and a Mission Specialist, even 

though they are not affiliated with Mission 
Health. 

Urgent care facilities have emerged as 
an alternative to the high cost of  an emer-
gency room visit because of  consumer de-
mand for convenient, affordable access to 
care.  According to a study done by the 
Center for Studying Health Care Change, 
“Hospitals view urgent care centers as a 
way to gain patients, while health plans see 
opportunities to contain costs by steering 
patients away from costly emergency de-
partment visits.”
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•Obituaries•
Susan Lee Bezemer 

Susan Lee Bezemer, age 77, of  Highlands, NC passed away Friday, January 09, 2015 
at Highlands‑Cashiers Hospital. She was born in St. Paul, MN, the daughter of  the late 
Edward A. and Jean Short Murray. She was a loving wife, mother, grandmother and dear 
friend to many.

She is survived by her husband of  55 years, Richard C. Bezemer; two sons, Richard 
C. Bezemer, Jr and his wife Laura and Thomas E. Bezemer and his wife Susan of  Park 
City, Utah; a brother, Edward A. Murray, Jr of  Georgia; four grandchildren, Olivia, Ava, 
Haley and Brooks. She was preceded in death by a daughter, Jean Murray Bezemer and 
a brother, Thomas Edward Murray.

Memorial services will be held at a later date. In lieu of  flowers, memorials may be 
made to the Charity of  one’s choice.

Bryant‑Grant Funeral Home is in charge of  arrangements. Online condolences may 
be made by visiting www.bryantgrantfuneralhome.com.

•Engagement•

Mr. and Mrs.  Wil l iam War ren 
Ashburn, III of  Highlands, North 
Carolina are happy to announce the 
engagement of  their daughter, Rebecca 
Cubbedge Ashburn to David Colby 
Hyduke.  Colby is the son of  Mr. and Mrs. 
David Allen Hyduke, of  Bennettsville,  
South Carolina.

Becca graduated from Highlands 
School and attended Newbery College, 
and is employed by The Ugly Dog Pub in 
Highlands.  Colby graduated from Marlboro 
County High School and Newberry 
College, is employed by American Tire 
and is currently living in Pawley’s Island, 
South Carolina.

An April wedding is being planned at 
Bear Lake Reserve, Tuckasegee, NC.

•MileStone•

Ashburn/Hyduke

Davis Moore.
Photo by Bob Sutton

High School Senior Davis Moore 
has been awarded a $500 scholarship by 
the Highlands Roadrunners Club at its 
recent annual meeting.  

“Davis just completed his first and 
only season of  Cross Country for the 
Highlanders,” said HRC Vice-Presi-
dent Morris Williams, “and before June 
he had never run in a race.  But in No-
vember he finished in 3rd place at the 
N.C. State Cross Country Champion-
ship meet, and in December he quali-
fied for the N. C. State Championship 
Indoor Track Meet.  His running goals 
are coming to fruition because of  his 
hard work.”  Davis recently accepted 
a scholarship to run cross country and 
track at Lee University in Cleveland, 
Tennessee.  

This was the 22nd scholarship 
awarded by the Roadrunners. Club. 

Moore awarded scholarship
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Open 7 days a week from 11 a.m.
365 Main Street • 526-5660

Serving Lunch and Dinner Year-Round.
Gourmet Foods, Full Service Bar

NEW LOCATION in Town Square at 343-D Main St.

828-526-4035

Serving Lunch Daily  
11a to 4p

Serving Dinner at 
5:30p 

Monday-Saturday
CLOSED 

Wednesdays

Coffee • Espresso Drinks
Smoothies • Hot Soup
Paninis • Baked Goods

On Main Street
7 days a week • 7a to 6p • 526-0020
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Lunch: 3-station lunch buffet – $13.95.
Fri., Sat., Sun., 11a-4p 

Dinner: 7 nights a week 5-9p
For reservations call: 526-4429

Cyprus International 
Cuisine

• Highlands Winter Dining •

Lunch Buffet 
Listed in ‘100 Top Chinese Restaurants in USA’

In-town delivery w/$15 order
Highlands Plaza • 526-5525

Golden China

ONLY

BUFFET 

IN TOWN!

490 Carolina Way

828-526-1019

LUNCH: 
11-2:30, M-TH $7.25

Friday: Seafood Buffet $8.25

Wine & Beer • No MSG

Open 7 days a week
11a to 9:30p

Menu available, too

Specialty Sandwiches, Hot Dogs & Salads, 
Domestic & Imported Beers

6”•10”•14”•16”•20”pies

Hand-tossed - thick, thin, pan
Gluten-free & Whole Wheat, too

• See SERVICES page 13

Serving Lunch & Dinner: 
Wed.-Sat. noon until 

Brunch on Sunday 11a to 2p

Open Year Round
Mon., Tues.,Thurs., 11a to 10p

Fri., & Sat., 11a to 11p
Sun., noon to 10p

CLOSED WEDNESDAY
828-787-1680 or 828-787-1900

We Cater!
151 Helen’s Barn Avenue

Asia House
Japanese • Asian• Thai • Hibachi Cuisine

...SERVICES from page 1
County Commission meeting, County Manager Derek Ro-
land told the board he had been in contact with Jackson 
County Manager Chuck Wooten concerning the services 
Macon County renders Jackson County citizens for fire 
protection, EMS/9-1-1, and landfill usage and has as-
signed what he considers a fair reimbursement value of  
$159.811 for 2014-’15.

“I would respectfully request for the Jackson County 
Board of  Commissioners to consider reimbursing Ma-
con County in the amount of  $159,811 (13% of  the 
$1,215,092.38 in projected tax revenue to Jackson County 
from the 332 properties) for landfill utilization, fire pro-
tection, 911 Communications, and EMS services which 
we continue to provide those properties located in the Ma-
con County Service Area for FY 14’-15’,” wrote Roland in 
an email to Wooten. “Furthermore, I would request that 
we begin discussing an acceptable method to ensure that 
this reimbursement continues to be provided on an annual 
basis.”

He said even though Macon County has been provid-
ing these services to the residents of  Jackson County for 
many years, the county isn’t looking for retroactive pay-
ments, just payments beginning with the 2014-’15 budget 
year and moving forward.

In response, Wooten said the matter will be discussed 
at his board of  commissioners’ annual retreat Jan. 20 
where the formation of  districts within the county will be 
discussed.

“We have begun the discussions of  establishing ser-
vice districts in Jackson County for the purpose of  fire 
protection and Highlands is one of  those districts that 
we tentatively would establish,” responded Wooten in an 
email. “If  that is the case, then we may begin levying taxes 
for fire protection in some parts of  the county and the 
Highlands service district could be one of  those areas.  
Obviously, we have a lot of  work to do before a district 
can be established.”

Wooten forwarded Roland’s proposal to Jackson 
County Emergency Management Director Todd Dillard 
our Emergency Management Director who will be the one 
to determine the boundary lines and parcels within each 
of  the service districts.  

“I’m sure he will need to get with you or someone 
with the Highlands Fire & Rescue Department to iden-
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• See ESCAPE page 6

...ESCAPE continued from page 1
Officers. 

Within a few moments, Detention 
Officers were able to convince Schaffer 
to come back down out of  the ceiling at 
which time he complied. 

The area he escaped into is 100% 
surrounded by several inches of  solid 
concrete. Inmates wouldn’t know that be-
cause the concrete is not visible due to the 
dropped ceiling. 

Schaffer did comply with the orders 
of  the officers and came back down mo-
ments later. 

Prior to the attempted escape, Schaf-
fer had been brought in after being ar-
rested earlier in the morning by deputies.

Deputies had located him in a resi-

dence hiding inside a box spring under a 
mattress. 

In the previous days, Florida authori-
ties had contacted the MCSO and provided 
a possible location of  Schaffer. 

Schaffer was a wanted fugitive from 
Florida for “Armed Burglary” and “Aggra-
vated Assault with a Weapon.” His bond 
has been set at $150,000 and he remains in 
the Macon County Detention Center.

When Sheriff  Holland asked what he 
was doing in the ceiling Schaffer’s response 
was, “I was trying to get to a phone and 
make a call.” 

Schaffer was brought into the Deten-
tion Center approximately 30 minutes pri-
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• See SPORTS page 11

...ESCAPE continued from page 5
or to his attempted escape. 

Savannah Monteith age 24 of  Frank-
lin and Schaffer’s sister was also arrested 
along with Schaffer and is facing charges 
by the U.S. Marshals and MCSO for “Felo-
ny Harboring a Wanted Fugitive” and “Re-
sisting of  Public Officer.” 

Monteith was warned earlier in the 
week that this would happen if  she assist-
ed Schaffer in any manner. Her bond has 
been set at $10,000.

“Following a preliminary review of  

the incident it appears all procedures 
were followed. I will order a full review 
to take place on Monday morning. Based 
on what I have seen first hand this morn-
ing during my review, I am confident my 
staff  was doing its job proficiently,” said 
Sheriff  Holland. “It was a hectic morning 
leading up to this incident. The staff  were 
going about their day conducting busi-
ness as usual and serving the community 
proudly.”

– FaceBook posting by Sheriff  Holland

•HS Sports •
Middle School Basketball

The middle school basketball teams hosted Blue Ridge on Tuesday, Jan. 6. The girls 
lost 39 to 12. The boys lost 33 to 15.

On Thursday, Jan. 8, both teams hosted Tamassee-Salem. The girls lost 34 to 19, but 
the boys played a very intense game winning 36 to 33.

Varsity Basketball
On Monday, Dec. 22, the varsity teams hosted the Murphy Bulldogs for the last 

game of  the 2014 school year.
Although they kept their fouls under control, the Lady Highlanders didn’t come out 

playing strong defensively or offensively. They ended the first half  behind 27 to 18 with 
Ann Marie Crowe high scorer with 6 points.

They came out in the second half  playing more aggressively on offense and defense, 
but took a close loss 46 to 42. Ann Marie Crowe was high scorer with 8 points and Madi-
son Lloyd with 6 points.

The boys came out in the first half  and like the girls, kept their fouls under control. 
They went into halftime behind 31 to 24 with Brent Amundrud high scorer with 12 
points and Johnny Lupoli with 10 points.

The second half  they played stronger and more aggressively and won 65 to 56. Brent 
Amundrud was high scorer with 20 points and Johnny Lupoli with 11 points.

On Tuesday, Jan. 6, the Highlanders varsity teams hosted the Rosman Tigers for the 
first game of  the 2015 season.

The Lady Highlander came out strong and went into half  time with a close 23 to 22 
lead. Madison Lloyd was high scorer with 6 points and Ann Marie Crowe and Whitney 
Billingsley scoring 4 points each.

The second half  they came out just as strong, paying neck and neck the whole game 
but unfortunately took a 55 to 50 loss. Ann Marie Crowe was high scorer with 10 points 
and Madison Lloyd with 7 points.
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•Highlands Area Events •
or mentally facing challenges? Sponsored by The Counseling 
and Psychotherapy Center of Highlands and the Highlands 
United Methodist Church, this group meets at 4 p.m. at Room 
203 at the Peggy Crosby Center. Facilitated by Bonnie Gram-
lich, a licensed professional. Drop in or call for further info, 
828.342.0546. 

Thursdays
• Storytimes with Miss Carol at Hudson Library 10:40am. 

Open to the public. 
• Highlands Writers’ Group meets every Thursday from 

1-3:30 pm at Hudson Library. Writers of all genres welcome. 
For info call 526-8009 or 526-2295.

• NAMI (National Alliance on Mental Illness)offers a peer 
support group for individuals that are dealing with depression, 
anxiety, PTSD, bipolar, schizophrenia, etc. and the family mem-
bers or friends of loved ones dealing with these challenges. 
Join us in a safe, confidential environment to share concerns 
and gain insight. Join us for our Weekly Support Group from 
7 – 8:15 pm @ 14 West Palmer Street in Franklin NC, email 
dcwithnami@yahoo.com, Donita (828) 526-9510.

2nd Thursdays
• Sapphire Valley Needlepoint Guild meets at the High-

lands Rec Park at 10 a.m. Newcomers welcomed.
Last Fri. of each month
• Weight Watchers support group meets every Thursday 

at 6pm at the Cashiers Community Center. Questions? Call 
Lisa 828-506-3555 

Sundays 
• At the Mountain Laurel Tennis Club at 4:30 pm. Multi-

denominational, Interactive Bible Study and Fellowship. Open 
to all. 

 Jan 9-Jan 16
• The movie, Theory of Everything at the Highlands Play-

house, 8p Friday, Saturday and Thursday. The movie Exodus at 
2p and 5p. Fri- Sun. and Thurs. 

Fri., Jan 16
• The High Mountain Squares will host their “Western 

Dance” Friday night at the Macon County Community Build-
ing, GA Road (441 South), Franklin NC from 6:30 to 9PM. Jim 
Duncan from Otto, NC will be the caller. We dance Western 
Style Square Dancing, main/stream and plus levels. New danc-
er lessons have just begun, join us. Everyone is welcome. For 
information call 828-371-4946, 828-342-1560, 828-332-
0001 or www.highmountainsquare.com

Sat., Jan. 17
• At PAC, The MET Opera’s ‘Merry Widow” at 12:55p, 

with pre-opera discussion lead by Beverly Pittman at 12:30p. 
Tickets are available online: highlandspac.org or by calling 
828.526.9047. Performing Arts Center: 507 Chestnut Street 
Highlands 

Sunday, Jan. 18
• The next Bolivian Mission fundraiser will be the Pizza 

dinner during the conference NFL playoffs on January 18, 2015. 
As usual you can order a pizza and it will be delivered or can be 
picked up at the Highlands United Methodist Church between 
noon and 8PM. Pizzas can be ordered by calling the church 
secretary at 526-3376 or Dr. Baumrucker at 526-3605. 

Saturday, Jan. 24
• American Legion Post 370 Special Called meeting at 2 

p.m., at the Highlands Civic Center on N. 4th St, Highlands. The 
purpose is to discuss the continuation of the post and to offer 
all veterans a chance to become familiar with the Legion’s pro-
grams and possible membership. For more information, call Ed 
Jones at 828-743-0986 or Jack Greve at 828-389-0263.

• The Friends of the Scottish Tartans Museum and Heri-
tage Center present THE BURNS NIGHT DINNER honor-
ing the 255th anniversary of the birth of poet Robert Burns 

on Saturday at 5:30 pm in Tartan Hall, Franklin Presbyterian 
Church. Tickets available at the Scottish Tartans Museum 
(828-524-7472) or tartans@scottishtartans.org. Reserva-
tions by January 20, 2015 

Tues., Jan. 27
• Two Ladies Night Out Programs on Healthy Eating. 

The guest speaker will be Jeffrey Whitridge, RD, CSO, LDN. 
Healthy eating starts with learning new ways to eat. One will 
be at 4 p.m. and one will be at 6:30 p.m.

• At the Tuesday Men’s Night Out Program, the topic will 
be Financial/Investments. The guest speaker will be Russell W. 
Hawkins, II, Financial Advisor with Edward Jones. The meet-
ing will be at Angel Medical Center in the Video Conference 
Room on the 3rd floor, at 6:30 p.m. For more info call Don 
Capaforte at 349-6887 or Dawn Wilde Burgess at 349-2426. 

Sat., Jan. 31
• At the Satolah Fire Dept., chili, music and more. Eating 

begins at 5p: $6 plate includes chili, cornbread and a drink. 
Take out available. Music begins at 6p. Oliver Rice and Mark 
Visage. Auction items. Cake Auction. All money raised goes 
to the Clear Creek Baptist Church to help with its furnace 
replacement cost. 

Ongoing
• The Cub and Boy Scouts of America have three drop 

offs for worn and tattered flags. They properly retire them. 
Drop offs at Highlands Doors and Windows 2242 Dillard 
Road, the Highlands Fire Station or Highlands United Meth-
odist Church office. Contact Phil Potts for more information 
828 526-3719

Monday
• Shortoff Baptist Church hosts a non-denominational 

Men’s Meeting the first Monday night of each month at 7 pm 
and all men are invited to attend. 

Tuesdays
• Reading dog “Beebles” will be at Hudson Library every 

Tuesday at 3:30pm. Please call (828)526-3031 to register.
• Free Community Table Dinner at the Community Bldg. 

at 6p.
• Zumba at the Rec Park at 8:05a. $5.
Mon., Wed., Fri.
• Aerobics with Tina Rogers 8-9a.
• Zumba at the Rec Park at 9:05a. $5
Wednesdays
• First Baptist Church is happy to present a new season 

of X-treme Games at the Highlands Rec. Park. The games will 
be held Wednesday nights from 6 to 7:15 pm. For more in-
formation or to pre-register your k - 6th grade child, please 
call 526-4153. 

1st Wednesdays
• Family Movies at the Hudson Library at 3:30pm. Call 

828-526-3031 for titles.
3rd Wednesdays
• General Audience Movies at Hudson Library at 2pm. 

Call 828-526-3031 for titles.
1st & 3rd Thursdays
• Free local ongoing support group for caregivers. Are 

you involved with the care of a loved one who is physically 

The MET Opera presents 
The Merry Widow at PAC on 

Sat., Jan. 17th

Renée Fleming adds a new role to her extensive 
repertory when she sings her first-ever performances 
of Hanna Glawari, the title role in Lehár’s The Merry 
Widow. Four-time Tony Award winner Susan Stroman 
makes her Met debut as director and choreographer 
of a new production of the comic operetta, in which a 
wealthy widow’s countrymen launch a romantic plot to 
keep her—and her tax dollars—within their borders.
The Merry Widow, Saturday at  12:55pm with a pre-opera 
discussion lead by Beverly Pittman at 12:30pm.  
Tickets are available online: highlandspac.org or by calling 
828.526.9047, Performing Arts Center: 507 Chestnut 
Street Highlands
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COREY JAMES GALLERY
7th Annual 

WINTER SALE
25% - 75% Off
Open Everyday!

On the corner of 3rd & Spring 

ATTENTION: 
Fuel Assistance signups will be 

held at the HEC office located at 
71 Popular Street on the following 

dates:
Friday, January 16
10 a.m. to 6 p.m.

Wednesday, January  21  
10 a.m. to 2 p.m.

Please bring proof of income. Iden-
tification is also required if signing 

up for the first time.

My alarm went off  at 4:30 am to be-
gin the journey. I hopped on a bus and 
two hours later I reached the beginning of  
the Inca trail. I hiked with 15 other people, 
yet I was still alone. Everyone in the group 
was paired with their best friend, their girl-
friend, their husband or son. The point is: 
everyone had someone to share this amaz-
ing experience with, everyone except me. 

I was trying to enjoy the beauti-
ful scenery that the Inca trail offers, but 
I could not stop thinking about how it 
would be even better if  someone was 
there with me. However, the more and 
more I hiked the more and more I came 
to enjoy being alone. 

On the third day of  the hike the old-
est man (68 years old) asked me if  I would 
rather be alone or if  I would like some-
one to talk with. I told him that I actually 
preferred being alone, not just be-cause he 
was walking a lot faster than me, but also 
because I took pleasure being by myself. I 
enjoyed the peace that I could deeply ex-
perience when I was alone. This was the 
perfect time for me to reflect on my past 

two months in Peru - the friendships and 
relationships that have changed my life for-
ever.

Finally, on December 4th, 2014, I 
made it to Machu Picchu. Four, long days 
of  hiking, finding out how mentally, emo-
tionally, and physically strong I am, and I 
was finally there! 

Machu Picchu was of  course breath-
taking. In the old days, people would hike 
the Inca trail to ‘cleanse the soul and sacri-
fice the body’ for Machu Picchu. I had defi-
nitely sacrificed my body, but I also felt like 
I had cleansed my soul. I learned so much 
about myself  throughout those four days. 
I also learned that I missed my family and 
although I did not want to, it was time for 
me to leave Peru. 

I said my good-byes to all my friends, 
then got on a plane for the United States. 
After a sleepless night and 15 hours of  
travel time, I was finally back home. It was 
amazing to see my family, but I admit that 
I still felt sad about leaving Peru. It took 
me a couple of  days to adjust back into 
the American culture. An example: I met 
a woman on my first day back. In Peru it is 
the custom to kiss everyone you meet on 
the cheek. I leaned in to kiss this woman 
hello, but I stopped to shake her hand in-
stead. 

When I was home over the holidays, 
all I keep thinking is: “I love being home.” 
I love the cozy, warm feeling of  being with 
my family. I love seeing old friends. High-
lands during Christmas time is magical and 
I am very happy that I get to experience an-
other Christmas here with my High-lands 
family. 

I left for the second part of  my gap 
year on January 6. I jumped on another 
plane and headed to the other side of  the 
world for Nepal. I am stationed in Kath-
mandu, hopefully recording the oral tra-
ditions of  the elders. I hope to make a 
difference in people’s lives while greatly 
impacting my own. I hope to visit the beau-
tiful, fascinating temples that are in Nepal, 
and of  course climb a little of  Mt. Everest. 
I’m very excited about this next part of  my 
journey, however; what I have learned on 
my gap year so far is that nothing ever goes 
as planned. 

Note: Emily is on the second leg of  her jour-
ney as a GAP student she will live in three coun-
tries over the 2014-2015 school year. During the 
first leg she was in Trujillo, Peru where she taught 
English.  

A gap year through UNC-Chapel Hill is 
when students take a break from formal class-
room-based education to travel, volunteer, intern, 
or work. Typically, it is taken between high school 
graduation and entry into college. Students gain 
real-world experience, life skills, independence, and 
personal growth. 

...PERU continued from page 1



Proverbs 3:5 • Places to Worship •
BLUE VALLEY BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Oliver Rice, Pastor (706) 782-3965

Sundays: School:10 a.m., Worship:11 
Sunday night services every 2nd & 4th Sunday at 7 

Wednesdays: Mid-week prayer meeting:7 p.m.
BUCK CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH

828-269-3546 • Rev. Jamie Passmore, Pastor
Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11 

CHAPEL OF SKY VALLEY
Sky Valley, GA • 706-746-2999 

Sundays: 10 a.m.:Worship 
Holy Communion 1st Sunday of the month 

Wednesdays: 9 a.m. Healing and Prayer w/Holy 
Communion 

CHRIST ANGLICAN CHURCH 
Rector: Jim Murphy, 252-671-4011 

464 US Hwy 64 east, Cashiers 
Sun.; 9:15a Christian Education at Buck’s Coffee Cashiers 

Crossroads; 10:30a Faithful, Family Service w/ Music & 
Communion. 

Mon.: Bible Study & Supper at homes - 6 p.m. 
CHRIST CHURCH OF THE VALLEY, CASHIERS

Pastor Steve Kerhoulas • 743-5470
Sun.10:45am, S.S 9:30am. Wed. 6pm supper and teaching.

Tues. Guys study 8am, Gals 10am.
CLEAR CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH

Pastor Jim Kinard
Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11 

Wednesdays –7 p.m. 
COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH
www.cbchighlands.com • 526-4685
3645 Cashiers Rd, Highlands, NC

Senior Pastor Gary Hewins  
Sun.: 9:30am: Sunday School

10:30am: Middle & High School; 10:45am: Child. Program,
10: 45am: Worship Service

Wed.: 5pm Dinner ($7 adult, $2 child), 6pm CBC 
University

EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF THE INCARNATION
Rev. Bruce Walker • 526-2968

Sundays: Eucharist Rite 1 8a in chapel; Education 
and choir rehearsal, 9 am, Holy Eucharist Rite II, 

(sanctuary),10:30 
Wednesday: 10 a.m., Morning Prayer

Thursdays: Holy Eucharist, (chapel), 10 am
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH HIGHLANDS

828-526-4153 • www.fbchighlands.org
Dr. Mark Ford, Pastor

220 Main Street, Highlands NC 28741
Sun.:Worship 10:45 am; Sun.: Bible Study 9:30 am

Wed.: Men’s Bible Study 8:30 am; Prayer Mtg 6:15 pm; 
Choir 5 pm

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Curtis Fussell & Emily Wilmarth, pastors 

526-3175 • fpchighlands.org
Sun.: Worship: 11 a.m.; School: 9:30

Mondays: 8 a.m.:Men’s Prayer Group & Breakfast
Wednesdays:Choir:5:30p

GOLDMINE BAPTIST CHURCH
(Off Franklin/Highlands Rd) • Rev. Carson Gibson

Sunday School:10 am, Worship Service:11 am
Bible Study:6 pm

GRACE COMMUNITY CHURCH OF CASHIERS
Non-Denominational-Contemporary Worship

242 Hwy 107N, 1/4 miles from Crossroads in Cashiers
www.gracecashiers.com • Pastor Steve Doerter: 743-

9814
Services: Sundays 10am - Wed. - 7pm; Dinner - Wed. 6pm 

HAMBURG BAPTIST CHURCH
Hwy 107N. • Glenville, Nc • 743-2729

Pastor Nathan Johnson
Sunday: School 9:45a, Worship 11a & 7p, Bible Study 6p

Wed. Kidsquest 6p.; Worship 7p.
HIGHLANDS ASSEMBLY OF GOD

Randy Reed, Pastor828-421-9172 • 165 S. Sixth Street 
Sundays: Worship:11 

HIGHLANDS CENTRAL BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Dan Robinson

670 N. 4th Street (next to the Highlands Civic Center)
Sun.: Morning Worship 10:45 a., Evening Worship, 6:30 p. 

Wednesday: Prayer Service, 6:30 p.
HIGHLANDS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

Pastor Paul Christy 526-3376
Sun: School 9:45a.; Worship 9:09,10:50.; Youth 5:30 p.

Wed: Supper: 5:15; youth, & adults activities: 6; Handbell 
rehearsal, 6:15; Choir Rehearsal 7. (nursery provided ) 
HOLY FAMILY LUTHERAN CHURCH:ELCA
Chaplain Margaret Howell • 2152 Dillard Road • 526-

9741
Sun: School and Adult discussion group 9:30 a.m.;  

Worship/Communion:10:30 
HEALING SERVICE on the 5th Sunday of the month.

MACEDONIA BAPTIST CHURCH
8 miles south of Highlands on N.C. 28 S in Satolah

Pastor Troy Nicholson, (828) 526-8425
Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11, Choir:6 p.m.

Wed: Bible Study and Youth Mtg.:7 p.m.
MOUNTAIN SYNAGOGUE

St. Cyprian’s Episcopal Church, Franklin
828-369-9270 or 828-293-5197

MOUNTAIN BIBLE CHURCH 
743-2583 • Independent Bible Church 

Sun:10:30 a.m. at Big Ridge Baptist Church,  
4224 Big Ridge Road (4.5 miles from NC 107) 

Weds: Bible Study 6:30 p.m.; Youth Group 6 p.m. 
OUR LADY OF THE MOUNTAINS CATHOLIC 

CHURCH
 Parish office (Father Francis): 526-2418

Mass: Sun: 11 a.m.; Sat. at 4p
SCALY MOUNTAIN BAPTIST CHURCH

Rev. Marty Kilby
Sundays: School –10 a.m.; Worship –11 a.m. & 7 

Wednesdays: Prayer Mtg.:7 p.m.
SCALY MOUNTAIN CHURCH OF GOD

290 Buck Knob Road; Pastor Alfred Sizemore • 526-3212
Sun.: School:10 a.m.; Worship:10:45 a.m.; Worship: 6 p.m.

Wed: Adult Bible Study & Youth:7 p.m.
SHORTOFF BAPTIST CHURCH

Pastor Rev. Andy Cloer 
Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11 
Wednesdays: Prayer & Bible Study:7 

THE CHURCH OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD
1448 Highway 107 South, Office: 743-2359

Rev. Dr. Virginia Monroe
Oct-May: Sunday Services: Rite I, 8a Rite II, 10:30 

June-Sept: Sunday Services: Rite I, 8a, Rite II, 9:15 & 11a
Nursery available for Rite II services

Sept 7- Oct 26-Informal Evening Eucharist-5:30 p.m. 
Thursday: Noon Healing Service with Eucharist.

UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST FELLOWSHIP 
85 Sierra Drive • 828-524-6777  

Sunday Worship - 11 a.m. Child Care - 10:30a - 12:30p 
Religious Education - 11 a.m. - 12:15 p.m.  

Youth 8th - 12th grade meets 2nd Sundays 5 - 7:30p
WHITESIDE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Rev. Sam Forrester/Cashiers
Sunday School:10 am, Worship Service:11 am

John 3:16• Spiritually Speaking •
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By Steve Kerhoulas
Christ Church of  the Valley, Cashiers

Radical Islam is back in the news with the recent attack 
in Paris killing twelve persons. Like most Americans 
I am concerned over the war on terror and worry 

about when and where the next 9/11 assault will take place. 
It seems that World War III has begun and the enemy isn’t 
a “nation” as much as a “belief.” 

I just finished reading a book that has brought some 
balance to my concerns that most Americans might be 
feeling right now. We wonder just how many Muslims have 
been radicalized. The fact is, according to research, around 
150 million or about 10% have. While the vast majority of  
Muslims, about 1.35 billion, are not jihadist. Missionaries 
in Muslims countries report that most adherents to Islam 
abhor the violence and are concerned that “all” Islamists 
will be lumped into the extremist camp. 

The danger for the world is real. There is an enemy 
who is determined to destroy anyone who does not convert 
to its form of  Islam. But most Muslims are not they. I was 
surprised to learn that many within the Islamic world have 
been experiencing “Dreams and Visions”. Thousands 
upon thousands report having numerous visitations in their 
dreams and by visions with Jesus. David Garrison states 
that the annual growth rate for Christianity among Muslims 
is currently 1.9%. That might not seem like a lot. But the 
rate of  growth for evangelicals is 2.6%. If  these figures are 
correct, around 82,000 people become Christians everyday 
and many of  them are former Muslims. 

It makes perfect sense that the terrorist goal is not just 
the spreading of  their extremist theology. But must include 
the stopping of  the thousands upon thousands who were 
followers of  Mohamed but have found lasting peace through 
faith in Jesus Christ. 

All Muslims are not terrorists! Most are kind and caring 
people whose faith in Allah is being challenged, not by 
might, but by His love. It’s what changed me. 

Muslim vs. Muslim
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...HS SPORTS continued from page 6

•RE Snapshots•

“Invest in Highlands, NC Real Estate ... and Invest in Your Life.”TM 

Susie deVille 
Broker-in-Charge

(828) 371-2079

(828) 526-8118 • 125 South 4th Street

WhiteOakRG.com

The Best of Both Worlds Commercial Zoned B3 with 1/1 Apt. 

Drastic Reduction! The perfect combination of a gor-
geous, custom home and long-range mountain views! 
Situated in a private setting (complete with great  
garden area!) with views of Shortoff Mtn and the 
Smokies, this home boasts wonderful indoor and  
outdoor living spaces. Gated and paved access.

Offered at $1,450,000. MLS #77628.
Contact Susie deVille (828) 371-2079.

Excellent opportunity to own commercial property 
in downtown Highlands. Zoned B-3 commercial.  
Commercial/retail/professional space on the main 
level w/office area, storage space, and half bathroom. 
Upper level is a newly-renovated, charming, one  
bedroom, one bath apartment with hardwood floors 
throughout. Garage may be used for extra storage 
space. Gas log fireplace on both levels.

Offered at $395,000. MLS #69631.
Contact Susie deVille (828) 371-2079.

Adorable Updated Cottage Extraordinary Satulah Mountain Lot

Located on historic Satulah Mountain in the heart of 
Highlands, this truly unique, 1.1 +/- acre lot features 
easy access, a gentle building site, lush wooded views, 
and Town power and water. Recently surveyed and 
flagged, this unique parcel is easy to walk and see.

Offered at $199,000. MLS #79578.
Contact Susie deVille (828) 371-2079.

You will LOVE this adorable, updated 2BR/2.5BA  
cottage. Features great living spaces, with fireplaces 
in the living room and the master bedroom, wood 
floors, and a single garage. Enjoy some quiet time and 
relaxation in the private courtyard and sitting area 
behind the home. Sold mostly furnished with a few 
exclusions. EXCELLENT buy and value!

Offered at $349,000. MLS #80713.
Contact Susie deVille (828) 371-2079.

•Investing at 4,118 Ft. •
By Jennifer Blake
Highlands Cove Realty
Broker-in-Charge

If  you’re thinking about 
purchasing an investment 
property, experts say low 

home prices combined with low 
interest rates make this the best 
time in years to become a real-
estate investor. The real-estate 
market is starting to recover in 
our area so acting now could 
leave you with one of  the best 
investments you’ve ever made. 
“When the money is cheap to 
borrow and the houses are cheap 
to buy, it’s absolutely the best time 
to invest.” While the timing may 
be right, these tips can help you 
take advantage of  what might be 
the opportunity of  a lifetime.

Determine the type of  
proper ty you are looking 
for.  Since not all investment 
properties are the same, it’s 
important to determine what type 
of  property you want to invest in. 
Do you want to own a vacation 
rental property where you have 
the benefit of  using the property 
yourself  and only have to rent a 
few weeks a year to cover your 
expenses? Or would you prefer 
to own commercial real estate 
and rent out to businesses? Those 
with a lot of  vision and creativity 
may prefer not to rent but instead 
restore and resell properties? 
All are great options, but it is 
important to know what you 
are trying to accomplish before 
purchasing a property.

Find an experienced real 
estate Broker. A real-estate 
Broker who has experience in 
investment property will help you 
tremendously when searching for 

Investing in Real Estate
the right property. Local Brokers 
with experience know the market 
better than anyone and will know 
immediately which areas are going 
to be the best fit for what you are 
trying to accomplish.

L o o k  f o r  t h e  r i g h t 
location. Whether you are trying 
to rent or resell, location is and 
always has been key! Homes in 
high-rent areas with available 
amenities, view properties, or walk 
to town options tend to produce 
the most income. The more you 
have to offer, the easier it will be 
for you to rent and/or sell the 
property when you are ready.

C o n s i d e r  a  P r o p e r t y 
Manager.  Consider hiring a 
property manager who can oversee 
the property and ensure that it is 
well maintained and has tenant 
satisfaction during their time in 
your property. A good property 
manager will make sure to properly 
advertise your property, screen 
tenants, and help you stay on 
top of  your bookkeeping and 
taxes. They will handle all of  the 
scheduling as well as any issues that 
arise during the tenancy. Property 
managers have great contacts 
with trustworthy and reliable 
maintenance/service personnel 
and have the ability to coordinate 
services faster in a lot of  cases 
because they do business on a 
regular basis with these individuals. 
A property manager can make the 
investors life a lot easier so that 
the investor can reap the benefits 
of  the income produced and not 
have to worry about the day to day 
operations of  that property. For a 
small fee, it is certainly worth the 
peace of  mind!

There are many benefits to 

purchasing an investment prop-
erty such as potential huge tax 
deductions on your mortgage 
interest, insurance, maintenance 
and repairs, legal and professional 
fees, depreciation, property taxes 

and more. Owning an investment 
property is a great way to create 
more wealth for yourself.  If  you 
are looking for an investment 
opportunity in our area, I have 
many years of  experience with 

both property management and 
investment properties and will be 
glad to help you find the perfect 
place! Please contact me at (828) 
526-8128 or by email jennifer@
highlandscoverealty.com.

The boys came out playing a very intense close game. They ended 
the first half  with a lead of  22 to 20.

They came out in the second half  playing even more intensely but 
took a one point loss 44 to 43.

Johnny Lupoli was high scorer of  the game with 17 points and 
Brent Amundrud with 15 points.

On Friday, Jan. 9 the teams travelled to Swain. The girls won their 
game 47 to 45. The boys lost 42 to 33.

– Sierra Nylund
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Allan Dearth & Sons
Generator 

Sales & Service, Inc.

828-526-9325
Cell: 828-200-1139

email: allandearth@msn.com

J&J Lawn and Landscaping

John Shearl, Owner • 1663 S. 4th St. Highlands

Serving Highlands & Cashiers 
for since 1988.

Phone: 526-2251 
Fax: 828-526-8764

Email: JJlawn1663@frontier.com

Larry Houston
Rock Work

Walls • Fireplaces • Patios • Piers 
All Rock Work • Stucco

(828) 526-4138 or (828) 200-3551

Highlands Automotive

Service
&

Repair

NC
Inspection

Station

2851 Cashiers Road • highlandsautomotive.com
828-787-2360

Deluxe, Indoor 
Climate Controlled Self Storage
With covered loading zone

Highlands Storage Village
526-4555 • Cashiers Rd. 

• Units Available • 

Loma Linda
Farm

NC License # 10978

Please support our advertisers, they make the FREE newspaper possible.

Dog Boarding • Day Care 
Pastoral Parks

In Home and Leash-free 
Lodging in the lap of luxury.

(828) 421-7922
Highlands, NC

LomaLindaFarm@frontier.com
www.lomalindafarm.com

• Residential or 
Commercial 

• Over 40 Years  
Experience 
• Fast and  

Dependable
• FREE Estimates

• FREE Pick-up and 
Delivery

American 
Upholstery & Fabric 

Outlet

(864) 638-9661 cell: (864) 710-9106
(Owners: Morris & Rachel Bible)

102 S. College Street • Walhalla, SC

You know us as RUNNERS, 
but don’t forget we are also 

NC REAL ESTATE BROKERS. 
You can count on us every 

step of the way to get you to 
the finish line. We train hard 
for races, and we will work 

equally hard for you.

Whiteside Cove  
Cottages

5 new log cabins 
nestled in the 

hemlocks on 25 acres at 
the base of Whiteside 

Mountain.

800-805-3558 • 828-526-2222

J&M Towing  
Service

24-Hour Towing
Local and Long Distance Hauls

526-0374 • 342-0583

Owner-Operator 
Jeff Miller

SERVICE DIRECTORY ADS
$17/wk BW weekly

$22/wk/color weekly

CLASSIFIED ADS
$6 for 10 words, 20 cents per word 

thereafter weekly
($2 extra for yellow highlight)

Richard Betz 828-526-5213
Martha Betz 828-200-1411

Country Club Properties
betzrealtor@gmail.com
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•Police & Fire Reports •
The Highlands Police log 

entries from Nov. 26 Only the 
names of persons arrested, is-
sued a Class-3 misdemeanor 
or public officials have been 
used.

Nov. 26
• At noon, a bounced check 

was reported at the Farmers Mar-
ket and the case was closed Jan. 2, 
2015.

Dec. 16
• At 4:30 p.m., officers were 

called about a person making lewd 
and obscene remarks at the Rec 
Park.

Dec. 17
• At 12:23 p.m., officers re-

sponded to a two-vehicle accident 
near Spring Street.

Dr. Joseph H. Wilbanks, D.D.S.

706-886-9439 • 800-884-9439

278 East Doyle St. • Toccoa, GA

COMPLETE DENTAL CARE UNDER ONE ROOF.

You are only 50 miles away from 30 years experience in top-
notch, high-tech, one-stop dentistry known for its gentle touch. 

• Dental Implants • Root Canal 
Therapy

• Single Visit Crowns  
• Orthodontics including Invisalign  

• Wisdom Teeth Extractions 
and of course Fillings and Cleanings.

(IV Sedation, too)

www.WilbanksSmileCenter.com

•Business/Organization News •

Sheryl Wilson is originally from Asheville, NC and moved to 
Highlands in 2010 when she married Dennis “Doc” Wilson. She 
graduated from Mars Hill University with a degree in Business 
Administration and from Western Carolina University with a Masters 
of  Accountancy.

Her career has been in the accounting,, customer service, 
governmental auditing, and managerial areas. She was formerly 
employed as Supervisor with the North Carolina Department of  
Revenue. 

She launched her real estate career in 2012 and is a dedicated 
person who serves individuals from any and all spheres with a degree of  
professionalism and advocacy to whatever interest(s) they are pursuing.

“I am so delighted to welcome Sheryl to Pat Allen Realty Group, 
says Pat Allen, owner. Not only is she smart but lovely inside and out. 
Her values, integrity and kindness assure you a pleasant real estate 
experience. I feel very fortunate to have her on our team.”

She is a volunteer with the local food pantry and hospital located 
in Highlands, NC. She also serves on the Policies and Procedures 
Committee for the local MLS Board. 

Sheryl may be contacted at Pat Allen Realty Group at 828-526-8784 
or in the office at 295 Dillard Road.

Sheryl Wilson Joins Pat Allen Realty Group

Sheryl Wilson

Dec. 19
• At 1 p.m., officers were called 

about a patron at Mitchell’s Lodge 
making employees uncomfortable 
on several occasions.

Dec. 22
• At 4 p.m., Mario Escobedo, 40, 

of Franklin, was arrested for drunk 
and disruptive behavior and resist-
ing arrest at the Farmer’s Market at 
NC 106 and Main Street.

Dec. 21
• At 12:50 p.m., officers re-

sponded to a shoplifting call at Pot-
pourri on Main Street where a pair 
of sunglasses were taken.

Dec. 30
• At 1:06 p.m., officers were 

called about drug paraphernalia 
found in the vicinity of a realty busi-

ness on Main Street
Dec. 31
• At 3 p.m., officers responded 

to a call of larceny of a golf cart from 
a home on Brushy Face Road.

The Highlands Fire & Res-
cue Dept. log entries from Dec. 
31.

Dec. 31
• At 12:51 p.m., the dept. was 

first-responders to a residence on 
Summit Trail.

• At 1:07 p.m., the dept. stood 
by at the hospital for the MAMA 
helicopter.

Jan. 1
• At 4:49 a.m., the dept. re-

sponded to a vehicle accident on 
U.S. 64 west.

• At 8:49 a.m., the dept. re-

sponded to a chimney fire on south 
4th street.

Jan. 3
• At 2:01 p.m., the dept. re-

sponded to Hospital Drive about a 
miscellaneous fire.

• At 11:21 p.m., the dept. re-
sponded to a vehicle accident on 
Blue Valley Falls Drive.

Jan. 4

• At 10:31 a.m., the dept. was 
first-responders to a residence on 
Wingina Drive.

• At 7:59 p.m., the dept. re-
sponded to a search call in the vi-
cinity of Holt Road.

Jan. 5
• At 12:11 p.m., the dept. 

stood by at the hospital for the 
MAMA helicopter.

tify those parcels that receive 
fire protection from the High-
lands Fire Department,” he said. 
“I’ve also asked him to prepare a 
response for me concerning the 
911 dispatch/EMS proposal.”

Roland reminded Woo-
ten that once the Highlands 
Fire Department Sub-Station 
at Cherrywood Drive is com-
pleted all of  the 332 parcels in 
the Macon County Service area 
will lie inside the Highlands “5 
mile district” which will afford 
homeowners a Class 5 insurance 
rating. This could save some 
homeowners which currently lie 

outside the “6 mile district” and 
have a Class 10 insurance rating as 
much as $6,000 annually.  

Commissioner Tate said 
about 50% of  what the substation 
would be servicing would be in 
Jackson County.

Highlands Fire Department 
conservatively estimate a 30% re-
duction in annual insurance pre-
miums to all properties that come 
within the district of  the new sub-
station, said Roland.

As to the landfill issue, Woo-
ten said he would suggest his 
board exempt the households 
served by Macon County’s solid 

waste provider from the fee Jack-
son County assesses for solid 
waste and allow Macon County 
to collect a fee from those house-
holds instead.  

“As long as we have assur-
ance from your provider that 
none of  the solid waste is trans-
ported to the staffed recycling 
center in Cashiers, Jackson Coun-
ty would be relieved of  providing 
all solid waste disposal to these 
parcels,” he said. 

Wooten said though further 
discussion is needed, he believes 
the two counties can reach a con-
sensus for future budgets. 

MC Commissioner Ronnie 
Beale thanked Jim Tate for step-
ping up and being the first to do 
something about this issue. 

– Kim Lewicki

...SERVICES continued from page 4
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• CLASSIFIEDS •
4.63 acres. Call 828-526-2720. Price Ne-
gotiable. (1/8)

2BED/2BATH 1.20 AC. Fantastic 
views & Privacy $88,999.00. Call 482.2050 
706.782.9728. Cypresslanesale@facebook. 
(st. 8/7) 

2BR/1BA HOME. Clear Creek Road. 
New exterior paint, inside paint, Brand 
new appliances, new flooring throughout. 
$165,000. (828) 526 2288/ (828)482-2385. 
(st. 9/25)

SECLUDED, BUT JUST MIN-
UTES TO TOWN, Adorable two bed-
room home with great views and outdoor 
living spaces. Call 828-421-4681. (st. 5/29)

LOTS/LAND FOR SALE
LAND FOR SALE IN CLEAR 

CREEK: 2.18 acre parcel has road front-
age on Mack Wilson Rd. $17,000. Any 
reasonable offers will be considered. Call 
828-526-2874. (st. 10/23)

FOR SALE BY OWNER – 3 build-
ing lots in the gated community of Rustic 
Falls. Macon County tax records value 
at $51,000 each. Must sell due to health 
reasons. Asking $15,000 each. Call owner 
at 803-640-6004. (St. 5/1)

ITEMS FOR SALE 
NORDIC TRACK TREADMILL. 

Brand new, paid over $2000. Will sell for 
$500. 828-200-1002 or 828-487-4248(st. 
1/8) 

FUR COAT - Mink with Fox Col-
lar. Like new - $2300. 828 526-4818 (st. 
12/25)

SAMSUNG 55” FLAT SCREEN 
TV W/50” STAND. $400. In Otto. 828-
349-1453. (12/18).

PIANOS FOR SALE - 2 consoles, 
1 spinet, 1 upright, 1 electric organ, $150 
each, all 5 for $500. Call 526 4818 (st. 
10/23)

WORMY CHESTNUT FOR 
SALE: Approximately 300 square feet of 
¾” wormy chestnut wainscot milled and 
finished. Board length 36”; width varies 
from 4” to 8”. $2800 lot price. 404-944-
5298 (st. 3/20)

SERVICES
ALL AROUND OFFICE SOLU-

TIONS – Bookkeeping Services, Payroll 
Prep, Payroll Tax Prep, Billing Services, 
Virtual Assistant, Data Base Management, 
Administrative Services, Research As-
sistance, Quickbooks Set-up and Training. 
Call Mary James at 828-421-0002 or email 
mjames@allaroundofficesolutions.com 
(st. 1/15)

HIGH COUNTRY PHOTO/
KEVIN VINSON: scanning photos, slides 
& negatives to CD or DVD for easier 
viewing. Video transfer to DVD. Everything 
done in house. Leave message at 828-526-
5208. (st. 12/4)

I PAY TOP DOLLAR for premium 
low mileage automobiles 828-347-6600. 
(st. 6/5) 

H I G H L A N D S - C A S H I E R S 
HANDYMAN: Repairs, remodeling, 
painting, pressure washing, minor plumb-
ing and electric, decks and additions. Free 
Estimates. Insured. Call 421-4667. (10/23)

HIGHLANDS TAXI & SHUT-
TLE: Let Charlie Dasher handle your 
transportation whether it’s to the airport, 
a special event, or just around town. Van 
service for weddings. Licensed and insured. 

HELP WANTED
 SALES ASSOCIATE FOR HIGH 

END RETAIL CLOTHING STORE IN 
HIGHLANDS, NC. full time. part-time 
and seasonal. Must be available to work 
weekends. Retail clothing sales experi-
ence preferred. Please call 828-200-1703. 
(st. 3/13) 

RESIDENTIAL FOR RENT
GREAT, 2 BEDROOM APART-

MENT, Main Street Highlands.  Central 
heat/air, full kitchen, high ceilings, laun-
dry and more.  Call John Dotson at 
(828) 526-5587 (st. 1/15)

ON LAKE SEQUOYAH 1br/1ba 
with extra bunkbeds. Furnished. $700/
mth including utilities but not gas. Fish 
off the deck. Call Tommy 828-332-7830. 
(st. 1/15)

ON LAKE SEQUOYAH, 
3br/2ba. Unfurnished $800/mth plus 
utilities. Fish off the deck. Call Tommy. 
828-332-7830. (st. 1/15)

HOUSE FOR RENT IN BLUE 
VALLEY. $1,650. 4BR/3.5BA. Un-
furnished. 6 month lease or possible 
month-to-month. 828-713-6101. (st. 
12/11)

1BR/1BA APARTMENT. All util-
ities included. No pets. 828-200-2061. 
(st. 11/26) 

2 BED AND 3 BED THREE 
BATH HOUSES AVAILABLE. Just 3 
miles from Main St. Freshly painted and 
Propane Heat. 6-12 month lease avail-
able. Call 828-421-4681. (st. 11/20)

2 BR, 1 BA. APT. FOR RENT. 
DOWNTOWN, 2nd floor, washer/
dryer, unfurnished. $725 plus utilities. 
(828) 526-9227. (st. 10/30)

SAPPHIRE NC. Partitioned 
Home for lease - 2 Bedroom (mountain 
views) with 2-car Garage. Easy access 
Sapphire NC. 561-346-6400 (11/20)

COMMERCIAL FOR RENT
FABULOUS SMALL OFFICE/

PROFESSIONAL SPACE. Located 1 
block off Main Street in Highlands, NC. 
Excellent visibility and parking. $550 per 
month. Call John Dotson (828) 526-5587 
for details. (st. 1/8)

VACATION RENTAL
HIGHLANDS VACATION 

RENTAL DOWNTOWN. 2/2 updat-
ed in 2014 with luxury master bath, king 
bed, marble & SS kitchen. Second floor 
condo two blocks off Main. Renovated 
like an Old Edwards Suite! W/D in unit, 
flat screen T.V., gas fireplace, off street 
parking. Available monthly $1,300 plus 
utilities.Call 828-352-8519 . (st. 12/25) 

RESIDENTIAL FOR SALE
CABINS FOR SALE/RENT. Lo-

cated on Sawmill Road in Clear Creek. 

526-8645. (st. 7/18/13)
MOLD AND MUSTY SMELL IN 

YOUR HOME? Call for free inspection. 
828-743-0900.

J&J LAWN AND LANDSCAP-
ING SERVICES: Complete Landscap-
ing Company, Design, Installation and 
Maintenance. Also featuring Plants, Trees, 
Hardscapes, Water Features, Rockwork, 
Fencing, Drainage, Erosion Control and 
RR-Tie work. Serving the Highlands/
Cashiers area since 1988. 828-526-2251.

828-743-0900

Larry Rogers 
Construction Company, Inc.

Excavating • Grading • Trucking Trackhoe 
Backhoe • Blasting • Utilities 

(828) 526-2874
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Main Street Inn & Bistro on Main
526-2590 • www.mainstreet-inn.com

“Ace is the Place.”

At Main & 3rd streets
Highlands 526-2157

Hardware
Reeves

3

19

526-1796
479 South St., Ste. 5 • Highlands NC

www.chambersagency.net

Chambers Realty 
& Vacation Rentals

Homes and Land For Sale
Vacation Homes for Rent

526-3717 OR 888-526-3717
401 N 5th St, Highlands

11

But you can call me James.
• Computer Sales
• Computer Services
• Computer Parts

21

1

Main St, Oak Square,  
Mon-Sat, 10-5 

Sun. 12-4

Oriental Rug 
Gallery

526-5759

Andrea 
Gabbard 

Broker/Owner
828-200-6742

Country Club Properties
“Your local hometown 

Real Estate professionals.”
3 Offices 828-526-2520

www.CCPHighlandsNC.com

2

10

CONTACT US AT:
Old Edwards Inn Complex

41 Church Street  
Downtown

828.526.1717

Highlands Falls CC
2334 Cashiers Road

828.526.4101
www.MeadowsMtnRealty.com

Highlands Mountain Realty

42

Celebrating our 20th Season!

RE-OPENING, FRIDAY, FEB. 13
Bistro Service Starts at 4p

Dining Room Starts at 5:30p

474 Main Street • 828-526-3807
www.wolfgangs.net • Find us on FaceBook

highlandsmountainrealty.net

Santa

We Are Your 
Barber, too!

Traditional Barbering  
for Men 

Straight Razor Cuts
with Cirino at
Michael’s Hair

121 Main St. in Wright Sq. 
shop (828) 526-1899 

or cell (772) 532-0706
Winter SPECIAL! $15/men

BRIAN RENFRO
828-226-0118
brianrenfro@gmail.com
www.brianrenfro.com

This space available.
Email for details

highlandseditor@aol.com
or call

828-200-1371

HIGHLANDS FALLS CC
Remodeled & Updated 

golf front home w/3br/3ba, 
lower family rm, covered & 
screened deck, car storage. 
Furnished & ready to enjoy!

$485,000
MLS# 79180

WALHALLA ROAD
Best buy! 8+ acres, unre-
stricted, tall woods & mtn 

views, includes 2br/2ba mtn 
home w/wood halls & floors, 
great starter home or land 

resale w/subdivision.
$317,000

MLS# 78518



www.firemt.com • (800) 775-4446

Cashmere
Scotland’s Best Knitwear

McCULLEY’S

“Top of the Hill”
242 S. 4th St.

Open 7 days a week
526-4407

828-526-2338

30 ...on the Verandah 
Restaurant

on Lake Sequoyah

Open Year-Round.
343-D

Main Street.
526-4035

www.wildthymegourmet.com

jajosborn@gmail.com • pat. f. allen@gmail. com 

#1 
Broker 

Highlands-Cashiers 
2013 per  
HCMLS

Jody Lovell
33

www.ontheverandah.com

Re-opening 
Friday, Feb. 13 for 
Dinner at 5:30p.

Friday and 
Saturdays only

Lunch daily 
11a-4p
Dinner

Mon.-Sat.

Pat Allen 
Broker-in-charge

Cell: 828-200-9179 
Office: 828-526-8784

www.patallenrealtygroup.com 

Open
7 Days a Week.

10a to 4p

828-526-4104
highlandssir.com

Julie Osborn
Broker Associate

Cell: 828-200-6165
Office: 828-526-8784

828-526-8784
295 Dillard Road

Paoletti
Please call for reservations

526-4906

Join us for our 31st year
when we re-open mid-March
Serving Dinner from 5 p.m.

Every Evening

CLOSED Wednesdays

“Invest in Highlands, NC Real Estate ... and Invest in Your Life.”TM 

(828) 526-8118 • 125 South 4th Street

40

WhiteOakRG.com

Susie deVille 
Broker-in-Charge

(828) 371-2079

Leslie Cook
Broker

(828) 421-5113

Wick Ashburn 
Broker

(828) 421-0500

Tara Ray
Executive Assistant

(828) 371-1622

Emily Chastain 
Operations Manager

(828) 200-6277


