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The
 SUMMER HOUSE

Open 
Mon. through Sat. 

9a-5p
Sun., noon -5p

2089 Highway 106
828-526-5577

‘Home Furnishing Center’

The Fun for the whole family!

828-526-8773
highlandscanopytour.com
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Retired Captain R.L. Forrester with wife Nancy at his retirement ceremony at the 
Community Building, Thursday, May 28.		            Photo by Kim Lewicki

66 Highlands Plaza, Highlands Contact Mal Phillips • 828-200-2642 or www.twigsrealtygroup.com
3BD/2BA, Furnished, Renovated, Year-round, Historic. MLS # 81481 $588,000.

Walk-to-Town, Prestigious Satulah Mountain, 3.7acres! 

Community turns out for  
Forrester’s retirement send-off

“For people in law enforce-
ment it’s about doing their duty; 
they are duty people. They have 
a commitment to God, family, 
country and the community they 
serve. Captain R.L. Forrester has 
epitomized that sense of  commit-
ment of  duty all of  these 30 years 
he has served the town of  High-
lands.”

So said Mayor Patrick Taylor 
when kicking off  R.L. Forrester’s 
retirement celebration Thursday 
night in the Community Building.

Other speakers included 

Highlands Police Chief  Bill Har-
rell, Macon County Sheriff  Robert 
Holland, John O’Connor with The 
Fraternal Order of  Police Lodge 
#81 and others as they commemo-
rated Forrester’s career with the 
Highlands Police Department.

“He was always on patrol, al-
ways doing his duty; you could see 
him in any place in Highlands be-
cause he cared about his commu-
nity and the people there,” said the 
Mayor prior to making a  mayoral 
proclamation honoring Forrester’s 

•See SEND-OFF page 3

When County Manager 
Derek Roland drafted the coun-
ty’s $46.6 million budget, he did 
not originally include funding for 
the Highlands School Resource 
Officer (SRO) position. The re-
quest, which came in at just over 
$50,000, was made by Highlands 
officials earlier this year under the 
reasoning that because the county 
funds SROs in all other county 
schools, that the county should 
also fund the SRO at Highlands 
School. 

During their budget work 
session last Tuesday, on a request 
led by Commissioner Jim Tate, 
commissioners agreed to include 
$50,000 to fund the position. This 
year, the $50,000 will be taken out 
of  contingency, but next year, 
or up to 2020, which was a date 
proposed by commissioners, the 
$50,000 will be added to the coun-
ty’s operation budget. 

During the budget work ses-
sion, Tate explained to commis-
sioners that he feared the town of  
Highlands would not fund the po-
sition if  the county decided not to 
pick it up. “They were at the point 

where they going to eliminate the 
position,” said Tate. “To me, if  
the county is going to pay for all 
the SROs, including the town of  
Franklin’s, then we ought to pay 
for Highlands as well.”

Highlands Town Manager 
Bob Frye presented his 2015-16 
budget before the county pre-
sented theirs, and despite Tate 
being under the assumption the 
SRO position was going to be 
eliminated, the town’s budget not 
only included the SRO position, 
but also includes a 2.5 percent lon-
gevity raise as well as a 1 percent 
cost of  living adjustment raise 
for next year, bringing the total 
amount in the coming year bud-
geted by Highlands for the SRO 
to $57,727.74. 

During the work session, 
county commissioners decided 
that they would allocate a flat 
amount of  $50,000 to Highlands 
through 2020 for the position, 
and any cost above the $50,000 
can be picked up by the town of  
Highlands. While the county will 
provide the majority of  the fund-

County budget includes 
Highlands SRO position

This year, five students at 
Highlands School have been re-
ferred to school officials after 
experiencing suicidal ideations, ac-
cording to school officials. 

During the May meeting of  
the Macon County Board of  Edu-
cation, held in Nantahala, Macon 
County Student Service Coordi-
nator Marci Holland informed 
school board members that 31 
students throughout the district 
have been referred since August 
2014, after experiencing suicidal 
ideations, which includes suicidal 
thoughts, making a plan for sui-
cide, or attempting suicide. 

“We are currently working 
closely with Superintendent Dr. 
Chris Baldwin and other school 
staff  as well as staff  from Macon 
County Psychological Services on 
some initiatives to get additional 
help in place,” said Holland. “We 
care about the safety and well-
being of  all our students. We are 
definitely trying to get some ad-
ditional prevention initiatives in 

Suicidal  
students 

alarm BOE

During the public comment 
portion of  the May 28 Town 
Board meeting, Retired High-
lands Chief  of  Police Jerry Cook 
admonished current Police Chief  
Bill Harrell for not providing an 
honor guard at the recent funeral 

of  retired Highlands Policeman 
Todd Ensley.

Cook reiterated what he 
wrote in a letter-to-the-editor in 
the May 14 newspaper editions, 
adding that “if  an officer leaves 
under honorable conditions, an 

honor guard should be given and a 
‘policy’ to that regard shouldn’t be 
necessary.”

“A fallen officer should never 
have to beg for an honor guard. 
You don’t need a policy, you just 
need to do the right thing,” he said 

leaving the meeting.
During the Mayor’s Report, 

Mayor Pat Taylor, who attended 
the funeral along with several of-
ficers from Highlands who knew 
Ensley, spoke to the claim.

Mayor responds to allegations against Chief Harrell
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•Letters•

Mayor Pat Taylor

Dear Editor,
I would like to commend Mayor Pat Taylor for keeping the residents of  Highlands 

informed of  the issues and happenings of  Highlands. 
Mayor Taylor has demonstrated excellent communication with his constituents and 

regularly makes himself  available to the residents of  Highlands. As I read his column each 
week, I think that it would be nice if  other politicians regularly communicated the details 
of  policy that impacts their constituents. I imagine it is not easy for Mayor Taylor to write a 
column each week while trying to govern the town and throw pottery, but I really appreciate 
what he does. Thanks Mayor Taylor and keep up the good communication because it does 
make a difference.							       Jerry Moore

Highlands, NC

Mayor Taylor is a great communicator

Dear Editor
I would like to thank the Town of  Highlands and the Highlands Police Department 

for the great retirement reception they gave me on Thursday the 28th of  May. I deeply 
appreciate all those who attended the reception to celebrate my retirement and the friends 
who spoke on my behalf. Wonderful speeches were made by mayor Pat Taylor, Chief  Bill 
Harrell, John O’Connor with The Fraternal Order of  Police Lodge #81 and Sheriff  Robbie 
Holland.

Very special thanks to the Town Board, Mayor Pat Taylor, Town Manager Bob Frye, 
Police Chief  Bill Harrell, all the police officers, administrative assistants and Human Re-
source Manager Sonjia Gibson for all your support, help and kindness as I transitioned into 
retirement. I could not have done this without any of  you and your help. I will miss serving 
and protecting the Town of  Highlands.

R.L. Forrester
Retired Captain, Highlands Police Department

Thanks for the heartfelt send off

To the Highlands Cashiers Community:
The Mountain Garden Club thanks 

you for your enthusiastic support of  our 
33rd annual plant sale on Saturday, May 23rd. 
Because of  your support, we are able to 
continue our history of  sponsoring youth 
gardener activities at Highlands School, 
scholarships for college students, and garden 
therapy at the Eckerd Living Center, as well 
as support other projects in our community 
including the Kelsey Hutchinson Founders 
Park, Highlands Biological Station, and a new 
suit for Smoky Bear. 

We were blessed with a perfect day, lots 
of  wonderful plants, hardworking friends, 

and loyal customers. This year we once again 
had great student volunteers from Highlands 
School assisting customers. It was a pleasure 
watching them work with the public.

Many friends in the community help 
make this success possible. Among those 
who deserve special mention are Wanda and 
Chuck Cooper, Steve Day, David Sims, Bud 
and Tina Rogers, Nin Bond, Carl Zoellner, 
Highlands-Cashiers Hospital, Jim Tate, Allen 
Haas of  the Carolinas Dahlia Society, John 
Newsome, Jim Askew, Wayne and Jeri Crane, 
Don and Betty Fisher, Betty McCall, Rick 
Summersill, Buck Davis, Claire Harrington, 
The Episcopal Church of  the Incarnation 
and Highlands Historical Society which 
let us rescue plants, Laurel Magazine, The 
Highlander, Highlands Newspaper, Lester 
Norris, and the whole Rec Park Crew, and 
Mrs. Joy Archer and Ms. Stephanie Smathers 
and their middle school science students. 
Special thanks to our many friends who 
opened their gardens for us to dig plants. We 
could not have done it without you.

Midge Rothermel
President, Mountain Garden Club

Thanks for supporting our plant sale!

It was last Sunday afternoon, 
and like many, I was bask-
ing in the afterglow of  a 

wonderful Saturday in the life 
of  Highlands. The Park Coali-
tion had planned a fantastic all 
day and into the night opening 
of  Kelsey Hutchinson Found-
ers Park. 

So, I got in my old truck 
and proceeded to ride around 
town just to see how things 
were going. I do that every day as a part 
of  my mayoral duties. One might say I 
manage and learn what is happening by 
wandering round town. Many discoveries 
are made using this simple technique.

I turned on to Pine Street to test the 
ride on the new street pavers that com-
prise part of  the park. I was delighted to 
see a small group using the park. I suspect 
what I was witnessing was exactly what 
the Park Coalition and the many donors 
had hoped for in their efforts to build out 
this space.

It was a Sunday afternoon in the 
park, and a young couple was having a 
little picnic on the freshly sodded grass. 
There were about three children with 
them, but I couldn’t be sure because the 

kids were all running around. 
One child was riding a little bi-
cycle on the red brick walk way, 
while others were running on 
the grass playing with several 
toys. All the children were sop-
ping wet. I suspect the first thing 
they did upon arrival at the park 
was to run through the interac-
tive fountain. It is already a big 
hit with both kids and adults. 
Commissioner Amy Patterson 

liked it so much that she was one of  the 
first to run through it on Saturday

The park scene I was witnessing con-
firmed for me what this community park 
project has been all about. This place is an 
open area for everyone, a public gather-
ing and play space. It is not simply a green 
space, as some may view it, but rather 
a town community space. It is s place of  
common ground. Folks don’t have to be 
members, they don’t have to make reserva-
tions, they don’t have to pay a fee. All are 
welcomed to come to the park, interact 
with others and just enjoy the space anyway 
they choose to do so. 

Saturday was a day of  great events, 
starting with a 5k race, the opening cer-
emonies, a community lunch, afternoon 
games, and the wonderful evening concert 
on the new stage. But for me, this simple 
Sunday afternoon scene also underscored 
the need for this public gathering space, a 
town park. Kelsey and Hutchinson, the first 
town founders, would be pleased at what 
this community has done. The original 
Kelsey-Hutchinson map that laid out the 
town called for a park. Finally, it is a reality, 
and all Highlanders can be proud.

Now, I can’t begin to thank all the peo-
ple that played key roles in making this park 
a reality. Let’s just support and enjoy this 
great public space. The park is now a legacy 
for years to come. 

The joy of the K-H Founders Park
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•Obituary•

Virginia Scoville Roberts died May 21, 
2015 in San Francisco, California. 

Virginia was a Coca Cola “Girl” on 
bill boards across the US in the 1950s. She 
modeled in the Fashion Industry for many 
years before she became a wife and mother. 

She grew up in St. Louis and lived in 
New York and then moved to San Fran-
cisco in 1964. 

She is survived by her daughter, Penny 
Pollock-Mawyer, a local resident and her 
husband Ed Mawyer . 

She also is survived by 3 grandchil-
dren; Bradley, Tarah and Victoria. 

A memorial service will be held in San 
Francisco on July 5th. 

In lieu of  flowers please consider a 
contribution to San FranciscoSPCA/Pet’s 
Unlimited, 2343 Fillmore Street, San Fran-
cisco, CA 94115. 

Virginia Scoville Roberts

Stay and Spa 

Enjoy One 50-Minute Spa Treatment Per Person 
and a Complimentary Bottle of Champagne 

Call 828-787-2625 | Or Visit 200Main.com

*Rate varies depending on rooms and dates booked. Does not include tax or gratuity.  
Package available: Sunday - Thursday Nights. Based on Double Occupancy. 

From $420 Per Night for Two People*

A 200 Main Midweek Spa Getaway Package
with The Spa at Old Edwards Inn

dedicated service.
While reading the proclamation, Mayor 

Taylor ticked off  highpoints of  Forrester’s 
career: Basic Law Enforcement Training 
and 440 hours at Southwestern Community 
College; became a part-time officer with 
the Highlands Police Department when he 
took the oath of  office in 1985; became a 
full-time officer in 1987; was awarded a Gal-
lantry Star from the Jackson County Sher-
iff ’s Dept. for apprehension of  a murder 
suspect in 1999; was promoted to sergeant 
in 2005; was promoted to captain in 2006.

“And so I declare and proclaim a great 
appreciation for all the work, service and 
dedication he has given this community,” 
concluded the mayor.

John O’Connor, with The Fraternal 
Order of  Police Lodge #81 – which is 100 
years old – presented Forrester with a Cer-
tificate of  Retirement and a gift certificate 
to start his retirement.

“Fellow members in Macon-Jackson 
#81 wish you many years of  happiness and 
long life and an enjoyable retirement,” said 
O’Connor presenting him with a plaque.

Highlander Hazel “Broady” Potts 
brought everyone back down to earth while 
reminiscing about Forrester.

“I don’t know who R.L. Forrester is 
because I knew him when he was “Happy” 
and I still call him Happy. He was my two 
oldest grandchildren’s babysitter when they 
were 11- and 5-years old. His family worked 
for us in the Highlands Cleaners. They were 
dependable, honest people. I love Happy 
Forrester, not R.L. Goodbye Happy,” she 
said blowing him a kiss before she left.

David Latta who is with Highlands 
Country Club security worked with Forrest-
er and his partner Clifford Ammons over 
the years.

“He is the definition of  a true man and 
an officer. There are a lot of  adjectives that 
could be used to describe R.L. Forrester: 
patience, kindness, strength, virtue, but the 
greatest one is integrity. Having seen R.L. 
in action a few times, I saw a man of  in-
tegrity and honor. The community has been 
blessed by his service. He has had a life well-
lived and he deserves a fine retirement,” he 
said.

Macon County Sheriff  Robbie Holland 
said on behalf  of  all the men and women 
from the MC Sheriff ’s Office he wanted to 
congratulate Forrester on this great day.

“I know you have probably been look-
ing forward to this for 29 ¾ years, and I 
want to tell you that as an administrator no-
body has a clue about the sacrifices that you 
have made or any officer makes during a 30-
year commitment. I want to tell you that we 
know that and we also know you couldn’t 
have gotten it done without the support 
system you have at home. We appreciate 
you; we wish you all the best,” said Holland. 
“Thank you to your wife for allowing you to 
miss those vacation dates, miss those Christ-
mas holidays, those other important events 
that I know during a 30-year career you have 
missed plenty of. We appreciate your service 
to our community. Highlands should be ex-
tremely proud – and they are from this great 
turnout – to be able to say they had a man 
spend 30 years right here in this community. 
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Serving Lunch and Dinner Year-Round.
Gourmet Foods, Full Service Bar
Town Square at 343-D Main St. • Highlands

828-526-4035

Serving Lunch Daily  
11a to 4p

Serving Dinner from 
5:30p 

7 days a week

Coffee • Espresso Drinks
Smoothies • Hot Soup
Paninis • Baked Goods

On Main Street • Highlands
7 days a week • 7a to 6p • 526-0020

Lunch and Dinner: 
7 nights a week 5-9p

For reservations call: 526-4429
Main Street • Highlands

Cyprus International 
Cuisine

• Highlands Area Dining •

Open Year Round 7 days/wk

Mon. – Thurs. 11a to 10p
Fri., & Sat., 11a to 11p

Sun., noon to 10p
828-787-1680 or 828-787-1900

We Cater!
151 Helen’s Barn Ave., Highlands

Asia House
Japanese • Asian• Thai • Hibachi Cuisine

Open Daily • Closed Tuesdays

21st

OPEN
7 nights a week

“Our
31st 
Year”

100% Mexican Food!
Open 

Monday-Sunday
11a to 10p

526-0608 • 30 Dillard Road • Highlands

at The Main Street Inn
270 Main Street (828) 526-2590

Open daily at 11:30 for lunch 
Dinner served Thursday thru Sunday.

Norma Jean on the guitar in the garden 
Saturday and Sunday



Lunch Buffet 
Listed in ‘100 Top Chinese Restaurants in USA’

In-town delivery w/$15 order
Highlands Plaza • 526-5525

Golden China

ONLY

BUFFET 

IN TOWN!

LUNCH: 
11-2:30, M-TH $7.95

Friday: Seafood Buffet $8.95

Wine & Beer • No MSG

Open Monday-Saturday
11a to 9:30p

Menu available, too

828-526-2338

...on the Verandah 
Restaurant

on Lake Sequoyah
www.ontheverandah.com

Open for 
Dinner nightly 

at 5:30p.
 Also

Sunday Brunch

US 64 west • Highlands
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• Highlands Area Dining •

Serving Dinner from 5:30p • Tuesday - Saturday
531 Smallwood Ave – on Harris Lake

www.lakesiderestaurant.info • 828-526-8419

A unique fine dining experience on Harris 
Lake in Highlands featuring fresh seafood, 
an extensive wine list and excellent service.

Courtyard Cafe & Catering

Fun, Casual Fare
Burgers of all kinds • Salads • Wraps

Smoothies • Hot & Cold Soups 
Sweet or Savory Pastry Hand Pies • Desserts

Open 6 days a week
Mon.-Fri.: 10:30a to 5:30ish

Sat.: 9a to 8p

828-526-4188 • 470 Oak Street

Open Daily
Lunch 11:30a to 3:30p
Dinner: 5:30 to 9:30p

Closed Tuesdays

Creative Mediterranean Cuisine

Each section of the pool enclosure was assembled on the parking lot behind the pool house 
and then lifted by crane over the pool house and set on runners. In its 40 years, this is the larg-
est enclosure Dyna Dome has built. The pool is set to open when school gets out. After Labor 
Day, the pool will be closed shortly to electrify and glass-in the enclosure and then the pool 
will reopen for the rest of the year. 				     Photos by Jim and Kim Lewicki

The massive feat of enclosing the pool at the Rec Park nears completion
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• Highlands Area Dining •

When in Franklin think ....

All You Can Eat
Lunch Buffet • $7.99 Dinner Buffet • $10.99

Sunday All Day Buffet • $10.99
To-Go Buffet

Lunch $4.29/lb. • Dinner $4.99/lb.
Dine-In & Carry-out Menu Selections

828-349-9800

109 Commons Dr., Franklin 
(next to the Super Walmart)

asian-king-franklin-nc.com

Open 7 days 
11a to 9:30-10p

Open for 
Breakfast and Lunch EVERYDAY • 9a to 3p

Dinner, Thurs., Fri. & Sat. • 5:30p until
Sunday 9a to 2:30p

(Closed Wednesdays)
Homemade Desserts • Gluten Free Pizza 

& Desserts Available • Catering, Too!

20 Old Mud Creek Rd, Scaly Mtn.

828-526-0803

Seafood Fridays at Creekside
Introducing our Seafood Extravaganza

Tender Lobster,
Steamed Snow Crab,

Shrimp Scampi,
Jumbo Fried Shrimp,

Fries or 
Sauteed Veggies with 

Bread and Salad
Reservations necessary for this platter • 828-526-9822

Full Dinner Menu also available
451 N. 4th St., 

Mountain Brook 
Center

Highlands

Open
Mon, Thurs, Fri, Sat: 11a to 7p

Tues, Wed: 11a to 3p
Closed Sunday

Open 7 days a week from 11 a.m.
365 Main Street • Highlands • 526-5660

Specialty Sandwiches, Hot Dogs & Salads, 
Domestic & Imported Beers

6”•10”•14”•16”•20”pies

Hand-tossed - thick, thin, pan
Gluten-free & Whole Wheat, too

Sports Page 
Sandwich Shoppe

Monday:Saturday
Breakfast: 7:30:10:30am 

Lunch: Until 2:30pm

Serving Breakfast & Lunch.

Full cooked-to-order breakfast &
Daily Lunch Specials.

314 main Street, Highlands
(828) 526-3555

Thank you for protecting and serving your community.”
Chief  Bill Harrell completed the ceremony by issuing 

Forrester his service weapon and a shadow box of  memo-
rabilia from his career as well as heartfelt words.

“It is very clear by the amount of  people here tonight, 
just how important R.L. is to this community and to its 
surrounding agencies,” he said. “Pride and professional 
integrity are at the core of  our mission statement. In our 
department professional integrity is revered as our most 
fundamental value as it is a reflection of  personal integrity, 
professionalism, respectfulness, fairness and above all loy-
alty.

“In meeting R.L. you have met the embodiment of  
each departmental value. He has been a fair and respectful 
officer, an efficient leader and loyal protector of  this town. 

“He is one of  the most humble, generous people you 
will ever meet. I feel confident in speaking for the depart-

ment as a whole when I say we are all honored to have been 
given the opportunity to serve alongside this man who has 
become a friend to so many.

“Diagnosed with Multiple Sclerosis (MS), being the 
kind of  person he is, he has never allowed this diagnosis to 
dictate his life; never given it the power to prevent him from 
putting on his uniform at the beginning of  every shift or ren-
der him incapable of  carrying out his duties as a protector of  
this community. And although I am sure there are many days 
he spent in pain, not once did he complain or falter beneath 
the weight of  his diagnosis. He always put the need of  others 
before his own. However it is time for him to finally focus 
on himself. 

“So now R.L., while I can’t pretend your retirement 
hasn’t left us a little sad, I can guarantee you that we all are 
genuinely happy for you in the completion of  this milestone 
and I thank you, sir, for all you have done as an officer.”

– Kim Lewicki •See RESPONDS page 17

...RESPONDS from page 1
“As the magistrate, I had the pleasure of  working with 

Todd. I enjoyed his wit and the many stories he shared, and 
I was always amazed that when I was issued a charge, Todd 
could give me the statute numbers before I could look them 
up. I was impressed with his memory,” said Taylor. “I know 
he will be missed and our prayers go out to his family.”

Taylor said the town has consulted with at least 25 dif-
ferent law enforcement agencies in this state and the town’s 
response to the honor guard request was appropriate. 

“An Honor Guard is a challenge to put together espe-
cially in this situation with limited time. To be quite frank, 
the police chief  isn’t going to order people to participate if  
they decline the request. Despite the accusations made by 
Chief  Cook about what our department did and did not do, 
I know the best effort was made and I regret he and others 
think we didn’t make the appropriate response.”

He also said that as the Mayor and the past magistrate 
he believes Highlands has the best trained, most profes-
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We’ve Moved!
Now at 

434 Carolina Way, Suite 5

John R. Mayer
Attorney at Law, PLLC

Post Office Box 750
Highlands, NC, 28741
Phone: 828-526-3731

New Clients Welcome!

In-town studio one block east of Main Street  
on Carolina Way

Member 
International Association of Yoga Therapy

Professionally Licensed and Experienced 
Teachers in a Safe and Comfortable Studio 

• One-on-One Yoga Therapeutics  
• Group Classes for All Levels. 

• Drop-ins welcome  
• Classes are 75 to 90 minutes

$15/class 

Check out our full schedule at  
www.yogahighlands.com 

or call for a consultation today 
828-526-8880

Self-care is Healthcare: 
Live well inside and out! 

Celebrating Yoga Highlands’ 
10-year anniversary! 

•The Fredster•

Fred Wooldridge

“A curious mind knows no bounds” 

• BIRDING BEYOND THE FEEDER: Your yard 
and the kinds of plants in it matter to birds! Curtis Smalling, 
a life-long bird watcher and current director of the Land Bird 
Conservation with Audubon will discuss why the Highlands 
Plateau is considered an “Important Bird Area” and explore 
ways to enjoy the birds in your own backyard. Friday, June 5, 
10-12, Cost $25/$35

• BRIDGE: POLISHING YOUR BASICS (IN-
TERMEDIATE) Mondays, June 8, 15, 22, 29, 9:30-11:30 
Cost $80/$100 Space is still available in this class. Don’t miss 
the chance to improve your bridge skills with expert Duane 
Meeter. 

• MOUNTAIN CHIC: TAKING YOUR GARDEN 
TO A HIGHER ELEVATION: Tuesday, June 9, 10-12 Cost 
$35/$45 Let landscape architect Mary Palmer Dargan inspire 
you in your home landscape design. Mary has 40 years expe-
rience in designing landscape environments for clients coast 
to coast.  

• LITERARY HUMOR IN AMERICAN LITERA-
TURE: Tuesdays, June 9, 16, 23, 30 (4 sessions) Session 1 
Time: 3-5 pm, Session 2 Time 5:30-8:30 Cost $95/$110 You 
asked for something lighter in literature and Dr. Brian Rails-
back of WCU delivers in this course! Examine the lighter 
side of the works of  4 engaging authors Edgar Allen Poe, 
Mark Twain, John Steinbeck and George Saunders. 

• INTERNET SECURITY AND APPLEPAY: Tue. 
& Thur. June 9 and 11 (2 Sessions) 6-8 Cost $70/$80 Learn 
how to keep yourself and your personal information and 
data safe and much more with our computer expert Nigel 
Sixsmith  

• SIMPLE APPETIZERS FOR YOUR NEXT 
PARTY: Wednesday, June 10. 2-4 Cost $85/$95 Mark Ellis 
of New Mountain Events will teach you how to impress your 
guests at your next dinner party with some simple delicious 
appetizers.  

• PRIVATE LIFE IN ANCIENT PHOENICIA: Are 
you a lover of history? Don’t miss the lecture given by Helen 
Dixon, who is a professor in the History Department at NC 
State where she has spent 2 years teaching ancient Near 
Eastern and ancient Greek civilization. Dr. Dixon will share 
the details of the lives of one our most influential ancient 
civilizations. Wednesday, June 10 10-12, Cost $25/$35

• AUTHOR SERIES: “Mastering the Art of Southern 
Cooking” Thur. June 11 10-12 Cost $25/$35 Join renowned 
cook book authors Nathalie Dupree and Cynthia Graubart 
as they inspire your cooking with their southern wit, spice 
and flair! 

• NEW ORLEANS COOKING WITH CHEF 
WOLFGANG: Thursday, June 11, 1-3 Cost $85/$100 
Chef Wolfgang will prepare a delicious New Orleans brunch 
served with wine parings. Participants enjoy the finished 
product. 

For more information on classes or The Center for 
Life Enrichment please stop by our office located in the 
lower level of the Peggy Crosby Center at 348 S. 5th 
Street, call 828-526-8811 or visit www.clehighlands.com

U P C O M I N G  E V E N T S

Note: This week, a change of  pace 
from my norm. This is the true story of  
my last illegal drug purchase while work-
ing as an undercover narcotics officer for 
the Miami Beach Police Dept. While the 
events are true, some names have been 
changed. I hope you enjoy it.

The problem with working 
as an undercover narcotics 
officer for over four years 

is that I started to become com-
placent. Buying dope and con-
tinuously hanging out with felons 
became ho-hum. That’s not good. 
This is yet another reason I should be dead. The year was 
1969.

We agreed to meet in front of  the Southwind Bar on 
Alton Rd. in South Beach. Larry, my informant, introduced 
me to a drug dealer named Gordon. After small chit chat 
Gordo and I walked into the bar and sat at a back booth.

“Larry says you’re one standup SOB who can be trust-
ed. He better be right,” Gordon said. “Show me your driver’s 
license and another piece of  I.D.”

 I produced my fake driver’s license and matching Social 
Security card. He stared at it for a long time before speaking. 
Then he surprised me by asking, “You carrying a gun?”

“Nah, Gordo, can’t carry anymore” I responded. “If  
I’m caught I’ll go back to Raiford and do the rest of  five 
years. I got framed for two charges for B & E. Ever been 
there?”

“Nah, but I did three months in the county stockade 
for beatin’ a guy within an inch of  his life.” (A veiled threat.) 
“You got money for me?” Gordon asked.

I pulled a small amount of  money from my pocket and 
fanned out five twenty dollar bills like a bridge hand. “You 
got something for me?” I asked.

Gordon smiled and produced a tightly wrapped packet 
of  wax paper. “The best Mexican scag money can buy and 
there’s plenty more where this came from.” He placed the 
packet on the table and asked that I place my money next to 
it. I complied.

“Larry says you agreed I could test this sh--. You okay 
with that?”  I asked.

“Test away, my man. You’re going to be impressed,” 
Gordon responded.

I pulled a small glass ampoule and toothpick from 
my top shirt pocket and snapped off  the top of  the am-
poule. Gordon carefully unwrapped the packet revealing a 
small amount of  tan sticky powder. I stuck the toothpick 
in my mouth, wetting it, and then touched the toothpick to 
the powder, picking up a small amount. When I stuck the 
toothpick into the ampoule, it burst into a dark blue purplish 
color indicating the strong presence of  heroin. I looked up 
at Gordon.

“Shazam, my man. How hot is that?” Gordon laughed, 
throwing both his arms into the air, attracting the attention 
of  the bartender. It was not until then I realized Gordon 
might be stoned, making him even more dangerous.

“I have a guy who’ll trust me with sixty big if  you can 
get me a key, (one kilo or 2.2 pounds)” I said.

My last illegal drug purchase

• See FREDSTER page 9

Advertising in Highlands Newspaper 
WORKS!
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• See FREDSTER page 17

323 Franklin Road 
Highlands, NC 28741 
828-526-4949    
www.thebascom.org

Lands Beyond:
Other Worldly Landscapes

FREE Reception and Artist Talk: 
Saturday, June 6; 5 - 7 pm

FREE Hors D'oeuvres and Spirits 

Michael Noland, The Storm Seer (Oklahoma) (detail), 2010, courtesy of American Primitive Gallery, New York, NY 

Main St, Oak Square, Highlands  • Mon-Sat, 10-5 • Sun. 12-4

(828) 526-5759

Florida Showrooms: Naples, Orlando, Sarasota & Tampa • www.shirazruggalleries.com

Sales • Hand Cleaning • Restoration • Appraisals • We Buy Old Rugs

Shiraz has built its reputation for the last 30 years on high  
quality merchandise and service that is second to none.

 Once again Gordon stared at me for 
a long period before speaking. He was con-
templating his next move. I was being sized 
up for trust, at least I thought so.

“Tomorrow at 2 AM at the end of  the 
South Beach pier; I’ll meet you there and 
come alone. If  there’s anyone around, the 
deal is off. Do you understand?” Gordon 
demanded.

“Not good for me. Too isolated,” I 
said. “Are you trying to rip me off? Pick an-
other place,” I insisted.

“It’s the pier or no deal. And yes, I’m 
thinkin’ the same that you might be wanting 
to rip me off,” Gordon responded. “If  this 
flies, then we can relax and be more com-
fortable with each other. Are we on or not?”

Normally I would have walked away 
from this situation, but I had grown care-
less. If  we couldn’t get another cop on the 
pier, the nearest help would be a football 
field away. Not good! And I would have 
to run this scenario by my supervisor who 
would not be happy with me taking 60k in 
flash money (money for show only) and 
walk out on the pier alone. Besides, Gordon 
was a dealer and a user and probably carry-
ing a gun; also not good.

“We’re on,” I said, reaching out to 
shake his hand. “I’ll see you at two. And 
no guns, okay?” Gordo smiled but didn’t 
respond.

The following evening our entire nar-
cotics team met in our lieutenant’s office 
to discuss details of  how the “buy/bust” 
would transpire, if  at all.  “Riley, you’re on 
the pier fishing. If  Gordon balks at that, the 
deal is off. Walk off  the pier with the money. 
Are we straight on that, Mad Dog?” my lieu-
tenant asked.

I nodded. “Okay with me, Lieutenant. 
This is pretty simple. Once I see the smack, 
I’ll reach to hand Gordon the money and 
pull my weapon simultaneously. That will 
signal Riley to drop his fishing pole and 
draw down on Gordon. Game over. I will 
not turn loose of  the flash. You can count 
on it.”

At 1 AM, Sergeant Riley, wearing bag-
gy shorts and a t-shirt inscribed “life sucks” 
on the front, walked onto the South Beach 
pier carrying a fishing box, a pole and bait. 
His shoulder length scraggly hair and un-
kempt beard made him look more like an 
“Old Man and the Sea” character than a 
cop. Soon, Riley would be fishing.  There 
were three more narcotics officers and my 
lieutenant hidden at the pier parking lot a 
football field away. All we needed was Gor-
don.

At exactly 2 AM I walked out on the 
pier carrying a small satchel containing 
sixty thousand dollars, all in photographed 

non-sequential twenty dollar bills. Everyone 
waited. 

Thirty minutes past our scheduled meet-
ing time Gordon appeared from nowhere 
and walked out onto the pier carrying a 
brown grocery bag. Everything looked good. 
Gordon walked straight up to Sgt. Riley and 
said, “Get the @&+% off  my pier, old man.”

“Wadaya mean? This ain’t your pier. I 
have a right to fish here,” Riley responded.

Gordon pulled a small semi-automatic 
handgun containing a suppressor and stuck it 
in Riley’s chubby stomach. “Fish someplace 
else, ass****.”

Sgt. Riley had no way of  warning me 
that Gordon was armed as I was over 50 
feet away and wasn’t looking his way. When 
I turned and saw Riley had packed his fish-
ing gear and was walking slowly off  the pier, 
I became concerned….very concerned. My 
heart raced. I would have to get the drop 
on Gordon if  it looked like he was going to 
draw a weapon. And once my Lieutenant saw 
Riley walking off  the pier, he would call the 
whole thing off  and arrest Gordon on the 
two counts of  sale we already had.

Gordon walked up to me, opened his 
bag revealing a kilo of  heroin. “Show me 
some money,” Gordon demanded. 
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Because Maturity is a State of Mind Not a Skin Condition We Offer 3 Procedures:
MicroPhototherapy • MicroCurrent • Celluma

Celluma’s 
deeply  

penetrating 
wavelenghts 

kill the bacteria 
that causes 
breakouts, 

while reducing 
the  

inflammation, 
pimples and 
redness as-

sociated with 
acne. A  

reduction in  
lesions and 

overall  
improvement 

in skin  
appearance 

is often seen 
in a matter of 

weeks. 

Celluma’s phototherapy device, uses wavelengths of light 
produced by light emitting diodes (LEDs) to treat multiple 
conditions – acne & anti-aging. 

MicroPhototherapy
With the healing power of light and heat ener-

gy this treatment works deep beneath the surface 
of the skin to give a younger healthier looking ap-
pearance. Soothing pulses of heat work with light 
to lessen sun spots, even out skin tone and smooth 
the texture of your skin with virtually no down time 
or discomfort.

MicroCurrent
Microcurrent aids in reducing the signs of aging 

by utilizing a low level of electricity that mimics our 
own body’s biological current. 

These tiny microcurrent impulses trigger chemi-
cal reactions at a cellular level to enhance the pro-
duction of natural collagen and elastin, provide cir-
culatory benefits, and work directly on the nerves 
and muscle fibers. The result is visible firming and 
smoothing of the skin. It also helps tone facial  

muscles. 
Although you will notice the 

treatment’s tightening effects im-
mediately, the more significant  
improvement will occur gradually 
over a period of several weeks as the 
new collagen forms.

 What do 
 you need 
 to do?

Make a 
4-week commitment 
(2 sessions per week)

Your skin will LOVE it!
OR schedule a MicroCurrent 
session to get you ready for 

that “special” event!

NC
LMBT
#1429

Call for a FREE consultation today!
Sharon Taylor • 828-526-4192

Taylor Barnes Spa & Salon
Located behind Highlands Decorating Center 

on NC 106 (the Dillard Road)

Ask about our
“After 5p”Appointments!

Ask about our
“After 5p”Appointments!

Years in the making, 
K-H Founders Park 

opens with flair
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CT&T E-Zone City 2
Total Electric

110 volt plug in – recharge 5-8 hours. 
35-mile range. (Street legal under 35mph)

Great for country clubs and in town! 
Available in additional colors.

Call 828-421-1709 or 828-526-1029
Will be featured at the 

Highlands Motoring Festival on June 13

For Sale

From left, Founders Coalition member Nick Bazan, MC Commissioner Ronnie Beale, Ex-Mayor Don 
Mullen, Mayor Pat Taylor, H-C Land Trust Director Gary Wein, MC Commissioner Jim Tate and Land-
scape Architect Hank Ross cut the ribbon officially opening the K-H Founders Park on Pine Street, 
Saturday, May 30. Architect Paul Schmitt designed the buildings, Ross designed the landscape, and Tate 
Landscaping made the plans a reality and the county supplied funding. Ray and Diane McPhail spon-
sored the band – Bear Wallow whose concert from 7-9 p.m. rounded out the day.

Photos by Jim and Kim Lewicki
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• Every Monday in June: T-Ball at 6 p.m. 

for 3-5 year olds. Co-ed. All equipment is pro-
vided. $10 registration. Meet at Zachary Park. 

• NOTE: The Recreation Department 
is now accepting application for Lifeguards for 
the Summer. 

Ongoing
• Church of the Incarnation and the First 

Presbyterian Church are collecting food items 
for the Highlands Emergency Council and the 
Food Pantry. Drop off boxes are in the Ravenel 
Room at First Presbyterian and in the down-
stairs lobby at the Church of the Incarnation. 
Monetary donations also accepted. Make 
checks out to Highlands MountainTop Rotary.

• The Cub and Boy Scouts of America 
have three drop-offs for worn and tattered 
flags. They properly retire them. Drop-offs at 
Highlands Doors and Windows 2242 Dillard 

COREY JAMES GALLERY
Objects d’art and 

Estate Consignments
Open Everyday!

On the  
corner of  

3rd & 
Spring 

(828)
526-4818

526-5999
Corner of Foreman Road & Hwy 64 east

Mon-Sat 10a to 5:30p

Carrying a wide variety of natural  
products for your Mind, Body & Home.

Organic Fresh Juices & Smoothies  
and Salads To Go!

Road, the Highlands Fire Station or Highlands 
United Methodist Church office. Contact Phil 
Potts for more information 828 526-3719

Thurs.-Sun.
• Movies at the Playhouse: Thurs-Sunday. 

2, 5 & 8 p.m. Call 526-2685 for weekly movie. 
Monday
• Shortoff Baptist Church hosts a non-

denominational Men’s Meeting the first Mon-
day night of each month at 7 pm and all men 
are invited to attend. 

First Tuesdays
• FAMILY and Caregiver Support Group 

Meets: for Individuals that have a friend, family 
member or loved one living with mental ill-
ness. Learn how peers deal with stress and 
emotional overload. First Tuesday of Every 
Month 7-8 pm. Call Ann for more info (828) 
369-7385 

Tuesdays
• Growing Stronger Together- A sup-

On Saturday, June 27 there will be a high 
tea at the Highlands United Methodist 
Church from 2-4p featuring author Ann 
B. Ross, author of the “Miss Julia” series. 
Copies of “Miss Julia Lays Down the 
Law” will be available for her to sign.  
Tickets are $20. Last year’s event was a 
sell-out. For more information call Gay 
Kattel at 828-526-2746or email gmkat-
tel@frontier.com.

Author of ‘Miss  
Julia’ series at 
HUMC high tea  

fundraiser  
on June 27
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Falling Waters... is a newer 
well maintained 52 acre community 
just 2.8 miles from Main St. Highlands.
Secluded but not remote, no road 
noise, no thru traffic...peaceful, quiet 
and private.

Welcome...Come Visit.
GPS Address:  

78 Black Bear Trace  
Highlands, NC 28741

From Main St. take NC 106 toward 
Dillard. 1.8 miles turn R on Mt. Laurel 
Dr., 3 tenths mile, turn L on Moonlight. 

Entrance is on the R

Falling Waters

The land is well forested and gentle, 
easy building sites and a pleasant place 
to walk. Two waterfalls and several 
creeks add charm and interest to many 
home sites. Paved roads, Underground 
utilities & Gated.

Would love to build BUT......
Neil & Paula Van Hoogen (the develop-
ers) can help. We are knowledgable, ex-
perienced and love the building process. 
We can assist with the many decisions, 
choices and options. In your absence, 
we will be your eyes and ears watching 
out for your best interest. Let’s explore 
the possibilities!

www.highlandsnchomesites.com
Like us on FaceBook at  
Falling Waters Highlands

•Highlands Events •
port and learning group for women who have 
physical or mental difficulties including de-
pression or high stress. $5 per session. Meets 
weekly on Tuesdays beginning June 2 through 
August 4 at the Peggy Crosby Center, Rm.203. 
Led by Bonnie Gramlich, LPC and sponsored 
by Highlands United Methodist Church and 
the Counseling and Psychotherapy Center of 
Highlands. Call 828.342.0546 to register or 
for more info. 

• FREE Yoga in the Park Tuesdays starting 
June 23 at the Highlands K-H Park on Pine 
Street. Bring the whole family (along with a 
towel and a bottle of water) for a gentle, com-
munity stretch! Yoga in the Park is offered for 
free every Tuesday from 6-7 pm until October 
1st, weather permitting. Certified Yoga Teach-
ers: sign up to teach by calling #828-526-8880. 

2nd and 4th Tuesdays
• OccupyWNC meets at the Jack-

son County Justice Center. For more infor-
mation, visit www.occupywnc.org or call 
828.331.1524 

Tuesdays
• Free Community Table Dinner at the 

Community Bldg. at 6p.
Tuesday and Thursdays
• Zumba with Connie at the Rec Park 

at 8a. $5.

• Pickle ball is played from 9:30-11a in the 
gymnasium at the Rec Park.

Mon., Wed., Fri.
• Heart Healthy Exercise Class Monday, 

Wednesday and Friday 8:30am-9:30am
• Aerobics with Tina Rogers 8-9a.
• Zumba at the Rec Park at 9:05a. $5
Wednesdays
• Children’s Book of the Month Club and 

Story Hour with Nonnie (Diane McPhail) at 
Shakespeare & Company in Village Square at 
11 a.m.

1st Wednesdays
• Family Movies at the Hudson Library at 

3:15pm. Call 828-526-3031 for titles.
2nd Wednesdays
• General Audience Movies at Hudson Li-

brary at 2pm. Call 828-526-3031 for titles.
Thursdays
• Storytimes with Miss Deanna at Hudson 

Library 10:40am. Open to the public. 
• Weight Watchers support group meets 

every Thursday at 6pm at the Cashiers Com-
munity Center. Questions? Call Lisa 828-506-
3555.

• NAMI Support Group for individuals 
dealing with mental illness: depression, bipolar, 
schizophrenia, etc. and the family members of 
individuals dealing with these challenges from 

7 – 8:15 pm. Call Donita for more info (828) 
526-9510.

2nd Thursdays
• Sapphire Valley Needlepoint Guild 

meets at the Highlands Rec Park at 10 a.m. 
• See EVENTS page 14

The Highlands Motoring Festival Committee has announced the change of venue 
for the Saturday Car Show on June 13. The day long event will be held at the K-H Found-
ers Park on Pine Street. 

In previous years the event has been held at the Rec Park but due to the pool 
construction, it is in the park this year.

Participating cars can be registered starting at 7:30 am and should enter from 5th 
Street. Pre-registration is encouraged by visiting the website at www.highlandsmotor-
ingfestival.com. Based on space available, there will also be on-site registration. The gates 
open to the general public at 10 am. All pre-1990 automobiles are eligible in a variety 
of classes and will be judged by a distinguished panel of experts. This year’s featured 
marque will be Mercedes Benz.

The Car Show is just part of the four-day motoring festival that includes a recep-
tion, a mountain drive, a banquet,a road rally and more . Donations will be accepted. Net 
proceeds go to the Literacy Council of Highlands. 

Highlands Motoring Festival is June 13 East &west coast vocalist/actress, 
Maria Howell, returns June 21st at 6pm to 
perform at the Episcopal Church of the 
Incarnation to benefit Highlands Friends 
of Haiti. This global outreach mission 
of Incarnation focuses on nutrition and 
education in one of the poorest areas 
in Haiti. 

Her music is a collective of sultry, 
soulful, smooth tones. She not only 
combines sounds such as R&B with jazzy 
punctuations, she evokes an international 
flavor into her flambé of recordings. Maria 
has absolute control of the stage and 
takes you along on an amazing musical 
adventure. 

Maria is also a talented actress with 
many TV and movie credits to her name. 
She played Seeder (District 11 Victor), 
in “The Hunger Games: Catching Fire,” 
as well as a recurring cast member on 
the NBC Hit TV series, “Revolution,” 
and Lifetime’s “Devious Maids.” Other 
credits to her name are, MTV’s “Finding 
Carter,” “The Good Lie,” starring Reese 
Witherspoon. Coming in 2015 are the 
USA TV series, “Complications” and 
feature film “Sons 2 The Grave.” 

Hors d’oeuvres, wine and a silent 
auction will precede Maria’s performance. 
Tickets to the event are $100 and may 
be purchased at the Church of the 
Incarnation, 520 Main Street, Highlands, 
NC or online at the church’s website: 
incarnationwnc.org. For more information 
call 526-8016.

Highlands Friends of 
Haiti Concert with 

Maria Howell • 6/21
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233 North 4th Street
Highlands, NC 28741

828.526.2083
ckswan.com
Just down from

Old Edwards Inn & Spa

ANT IQUES and FURNITURE

BOOKS   ART   JEWELRY
GARDEN    G IFTS    K IDS

Lake House in Heatherstone

Seven miles from Highlands. 5 bedroom, 3 
bath. Large Rec Room plus Bonus Room.  

Health Forces Sale.
$199,000 -– By Owner • 706-746-3046. 

3rd Thursdays
• Kidney Smart Classes in 

tact Sue 828-631-0430
Last Fri. of each month
• Community Coffee with May-

or Pat Taylor from 11a to noon at 
The Hudson Library.

Fridays
• Live music in Town Square 

from 6-8 p.m beginning June 12..
Saturdays

• Highlands Marketplace in the 
vacant lot next to K-H Founders 
Park on Pine Street from 8a to 2p.

• Children’s Book of the Month 
Club and Story Hour with Nonnie 
(Diane McPhail) at Shakespeare & 
Company in Village Square at 11 a.m.

• Music in the K-H Founders 
Park from 6-8p. Bring a picnic.

Thurs., June 4
• TAIZE will meet this Thursday, 

at Holy Family Lutheran at 5:30 p.m. 
All are welcome. 

Fri., June 5 
• Give blood at the First United 

Methodist Church 66 Harrison Av-
enue, Franklin from 10 am to 2:30 
pm. For more information or to 
schedule an appointment please 
call 1-800-REDCROSS (1-800-733-
2767) or visit redcrossblood.org. 

Sat., June 6
• Kids Fishing Day at Cliffside 

Park from 9a to 1p. Free for chil-
dren 12 and under. Adults must ac-
company children. Bring your pole, 
though some will be provided along 
with bait.

• Celebrate National Trails Day 
on Saturday, with a guided hike into 
Panthertown Valley led by Jason 
Kimenker, Executive Director of 
Friends of Panthertown. Panther-
town Valley is a protected 6,300 
acre backcountry recreation area in 
Nantahala National Forest featuring 
30 miles of public non-motorized 
trails. Everyone is welcome. Group 
size is limited and RSVP is encour-
aged. For more information or to re-
serve your spot call (828) 269-HIKE 
(4453) or e-mail friends@panther-
town.org 

• At The Bascom, Lands Beyond: 
Other Worldly Landscapes. Free re-

ception (hors d’oeuvres and spirits) 
and artist talk from 5-7 p.m.

Sun., June 7
• The Foxfire Boys Bluegrass 

Group will be participating in wor-
ship during the 11a.m. service at 
First Presbyterian Church on Sun-
day, June 7.

• High Mountain Squares 
15th Annual Great Watermelon 
Party. Callers Ken Perkins and Tom 
Pustinger are waiting to welcome 
everyone to “Watermelon Time.” 
Sunday from 2 til 5ish at the MC 
Recreation Pavilion. All the dancing, 
food, and watermelon y’all can han-
dle. We dance Western Style Square 
Dancing, main/stream and plus lev-
els. For information call 828-371-
4946, 828-342-1560, 828-332-0001.

• The Highlands Commu-
nity fund will be hosting ‘Rise and 
Shine for the Highlands Community 
Fund’ at the Bascom on Sunday at 
6:30. Tickets to this event are $75 
and the dress is mountain casual.
For more information contact the 
Highlands Community Fund Board 
member, Gayle Cummings, at 828-
526-0247 or gayle.cummings@
me.com.

Mon., June 8
• The Battle of Sugartown 

Chapter of the North Carolina 
Society, Daughters of the Ameri-
can Revolution (DAR), will hold its 
monthly meeting at 11:30 on Mon-
day in the Boiler Room Restaurant 
at 1024 Georgia Road in Franklin. 
All DAR members and prospective 
members are welcome. For further 
information, please contact 828-
524-2673. 

Tues., June 9
• The Mountain High Republi-

can Women’s Club (MHRWC) June 
luncheon meeting is on Tuesday at 
11:30 AM at Wildcat Cliffs Country 
Club. The speaker is Macon County 
Republican Chair Carla Miller who 
will share her impressions of the 
presidential candidates who are the 
featured speakers at the NC GOP 
Convention June 5-7. To date the 
candidates scheduled to speak at 
the Convention are John Bolton, 
Donald Trump, Ben Carson, Ted 
Cruz, and Scott Walker. Please re-
serve for the MHRWC luncheon by 
June 5th . Please call 828 506-3555.

Wed., June 10
• At The Molly Grace, a book-

signing of “Muffin Meals” from 
2-5:30p. 10% of proceeds will go to 
the Hospice House Foundation of 
WNC.

•Highlands Events •

On Tuesday, June 30 The Hudson 
Library’s Book Club Topic of the 
Month is “Parks, Wilderness, and 
the Public Lands” and a book 
discussion on Bill Bryson’s “A 
Walk in the Woods” at 10am.  

Book of the Month at 
Hudson Library ....

Franklin: Every 3rd Thursday of 
month, 4:30pm-6pm, Angel Medical 
Center, Video Conference Room, 
3rd Floor, 120 Riverview Street, 
Contact Majestic 828-369-9474

• Kidney Smart Classes in 
Sylva: Every 3rd Thursday of month, 
7:30am-9am, DaVita Sylva Dialysis 
Center, 655 Asheville Highway, Con-
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470 Skyline Lodge Drive • 828-526-2121
Call about our wedding & event packages

Reservations recommended but not required

Altitudes Restaurant
		  at Skyline Lodge

Fine Dining with a View!
Full Bar, wine & beer

Open for Dinner
Fri. & Sat. and Brunch on Sunday

Appetizers
Spicy Calamari • $12 

Bruchetta  • $10 
Friday & Saturday Specials 

Stuffed chicken with prosciutto ham, mozzarella,  
and sun-dried tomatoes  • $20 

Shrimp Parmesan over linguine  • $22 

Prepared to order by Chef Kirtis

• Solarize WNC Forum at the Hudson 
Library at 7 p.m. Looking to decrease your 
utility bill and recude your impact on the 
environment? Solarize WNC has the answer. 
Participants in the program will find reduced 
pricing, reputable contractors and equipment 
and free information sessions to make a clear 
path for solar and energy efficiency adoption. 
It’s free. For more information email info@ca-
narycoalition.org.

Thurs.-Sun., June 11-14
• Highlands Motoring Festival at K-H 

Founders Park. Go to www.HighlandsMotor-
ingFestival.org for complete list of events.

Thurs., June 11
• The Highlands Biological Foundation 

a guided hike to the top of Siler Bald in the 
Nantahala National Forest near Franklin, NC 
with trip leaders John and Jennie Stowers. The 
trip offers beautiful panoramic views includ-
ing Nantahala Lake to the west and Standing 
Indian Mountain to the south. This hike is dif-
ficult in sections and will be approximately 
4 miles round trip. This trip will depart from 
Highlands, NC at 10 am and return to High-
lands at 3pm. Cost is $15 for members of the 
Highlands Biological Foundation and $35 for 
new members. 

• The June meeting of The Western 
North Carolina Woodturners, Inc. will meet 
on Thursday, at 6 PM at the Blue Ridge School, 

in Glenville, N.C. Located at 95 Bobcat Drive, 
Cashiers, N.C. Drive to the back of the school 
to the woodworking shop. 

Sat. June 13
• At Cliffside Lake, Live Birds of Prey with 

Michael Skinnner with the Balsam Mountain 
Trust at 11 a.m. Program on the patio at Cliff-
side Lake. No pets allowed. Please arrive 15 
minutes prior to program. Free with $4/vehicle 
admission to Rec area.

Sunday, June 14
• Auditions for the Highlands Cashiers 

Players August play, “Vanya and Sonya and Ma-
sha and Spike” (winner of the 2013 Tony for 
best play) will be held Sunday at the Highlands 
Performing Arts Center, 507 Chestnut St. at 3 
p.m. Play has parts for four women, 40-60, one 
late teens or 20s, one any age, and parts for two 
men: one 40-60, one fit-looking young man 20-
30s. Rehearsals will be held in July and August, 
2015. Performance dates are August 27 thru 30, 
September 3-6. Can’t come on the date? Call 
director Virginia Talbot, 526-8084, who will try 
to arrange a time to meet with you.

Mon.-Fri., June 15-19
• Kelsey Kids Camp for kids 8 to 11 years 

old at the Highlands Historical Village. 9a to 3p. 
It’s free and includes lunch. To register go to 
www.highlandshistory.com or email Linda Da-
vid at lindawd@hcgexpress.net 

•Highlands Events •
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Proverbs 3:5 • Places to Worship •

BLUE VALLEY BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Oliver Rice, Pastor (706) 782-3965

Sundays: School:10 a.m., Worship:11 
Sunday night services every 2nd & 4th Sunday at 7 

Wednesdays: Mid-week prayer meeting:7 p.m.
BUCK CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH

828-269-3546 • Rev. Jamie Passmore, Pastor
Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11 

CHAPEL OF SKY VALLEY
Sky Valley, GA • 706-746-2999 

Sundays: 10 a.m.:Worship 
Holy Communion 1st Sunday of the month 

Wednesdays: 9 a.m. Healing and Prayer w/Holy 
Communion 

CHRIST ANGLICAN CHURCH 
Rector: Jim Murphy, 252-671-4011 

464 US Hwy 64 east, Cashiers 
Sun.; 8:30a Traditional (Quiet) 1928 Prayer Book Service; 

9:30a Sunday School; 10:30a Family Service w/ Music 
Mon.: Bible Study & Supper at homes - 6 p.m. 

CHRIST CHURCH OF THE VALLEY, CASHIERS
Pastor Steve Kerhoulas • 743-5470

Sun.10:45am, S.S 9:30am. Wed. 6pm supper and teaching.
Tues. Guys study 8am, Gals 10am.

CLEAR CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Jim Kinard

Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11a.m. 
1st & 3rd Sunday night Service: 7.p.m.

Wednesdays –Supper at 6 p.m. 
COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH
www.cbchighlands.com • 526-4685
3645 Cashiers Rd, Highlands, NC

Senior Pastor Gary Hewins  
Sun.: 9:30am: Sunday School

10:30am: Middle & High School; 10:45am: Child. Program,
10: 45am: Worship Service

Wed.: 5pm Dinner ($7 adult, $2 child), 6pm CBC 
University

EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF THE INCARNATION
Rev. Bruce Walker • 526-2968

Sundays: Holy Eucharist (chapel) at 8 a.m.
Education and choir rehearsal, 9 am, 

Holy Eucharist Rite II, (sanctuary),10:30 
Wednesday: 10 a.m., Morning Prayer

Thursdays: Holy Eucharist, (chapel), 10 am
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH HIGHLANDS

828-526-4153 • www.fbchighlands.org
Dr. Mark Ford, Pastor

220 Main Street, Highlands NC 28741
Sun.:Worship 10:45 am; Sun.: Bible Study 9:30 am

Wed.: Men’s Bible Study 8:30 am; Prayer Mtg 6:15 pm; 
Choir 5 pm

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Curtis Fussell & Emily Wilmarth, pastors 

526-3175 • fpchighlands.org
Sun.: Worship: 8:30a and 11 a.m.; School: 9:30

Mondays: 8 a.m.:Men’s Prayer Group & Breakfast
Wednesdays:Choir:5:30p

GOLDMINE BAPTIST CHURCH
(Off Franklin/Highlands Rd) • Rev. Carson Gibson

Sunday School:10 am, Worship Service:11 am
Bible Study:6 pm

GRACE COMMUNITY CHURCH OF CASHIERS
Non-Denominational-Contemporary Worship

242 Hwy 107N, 1/4 miles from Crossroads in Cashiers
www.gracecashiers.com • Pastor Steve Doerter: 743-

9814
Services: Sundays 10am - Wed. - 7pm; Dinner - Wed. 6pm 

HAMBURG BAPTIST CHURCH
Hwy 107N. • Glenville, Nc • 743-2729

Pastor Nathan Johnson
Sunday: School 9:45a, Worship 11a & 7p, Bible Study 6p

Wed. Kidsquest 6p.; Worship 7p.
HIGHLANDS ASSEMBLY OF GOD

Randy Reed, Pastor828-421-9172 • 165 S. Sixth Street 
Sundays: Worship:11 

HIGHLANDS CENTRAL BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Dan Robinson

670 N. 4th Street (next to the Highlands Civic Center)
Sun.: Morning Worship 10:45 a., Evening Worship, 6:30 p. 

Wednesday: Prayer Service, 6:30 p.
HIGHLANDS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

Pastor Paul Christy 526-3376
Sun: School 9:45a.; Worship 9:09,10:50.; Youth 5:30 p.

Wed: Supper: 5:15; youth, & adults activities: 6; Handbell 
rehearsal, 6:15; Choir Rehearsal 7. (nursery provided ); 

7pm Intercessory Prayer Ministry 
HOLY FAMILY LUTHERAN CHURCH:ELCA
Chaplain Margaret Howell • 2152 Dillard Road • 526-

9741
Sun: School and Adult discussion group 9:30 a.m.;  

Worship/Communion:10:30 
HEALING SERVICE on the 5th Sunday of the month.

MACEDONIA BAPTIST CHURCH
8 miles south of Highlands on N.C. 28 S in Satolah

Pastor Troy Nicholson, (828) 526-8425
Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11, Choir:6 p.m.

Wed: Bible Study and Youth Mtg.:7 p.m.
MOUNTAIN SYNAGOGUE

at St. Cyprian’s Episcopal Church, Franklin
828-524-9463

MOUNTAIN BIBLE CHURCH 
743-2583 • Independent Bible Church 

Sun:10:30 a.m. at Big Ridge Baptist Church,  
4224 Big Ridge Road (4.5 miles from NC 107) 

Weds: Bible Study 6:30 p.m.; Youth Group 6 p.m. 
OUR LADY OF THE MOUNTAINS CATHOLIC 

CHURCH
 Parish office (Father Francis): 526-2418

Mass: Sun: 11 a.m.; Sat. at 4p
SCALY MOUNTAIN BAPTIST CHURCH

Rev. Marty Kilby
Sundays: School –10 a.m.; Worship –11 a.m. & 7 

Wednesdays: Prayer Mtg.:7 p.m.
SCALY MOUNTAIN CHURCH OF GOD

290 Buck Knob Road; Pastor Jerry David Hall • 526-3212
Sun.: School:10 a.m.; Worship:10:45 a.m.; Worship: 6 p.m.

SHORTOFF BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Rev. Andy Cloer 

Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11 
Wednesdays: Prayer & Bible Study:7 

THE CHURCH OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD
1448 Highway 107 South, Office: 743-2359

Rev. Douglas E. Remer
Oct-May: Sunday Services: Rite I, 8a Rite II, 10:30 

June-Sept: Sunday Services: Rite I, 8a, Rite II, 9:15 & 11a
Nursery available for Rite II services

Sept 6-Oct 25-Informal Evening Eucharist-5:30 p.m. 
Thursday: Noon Healing Service with Eucharist.
LITTLE CHURCH IN THE WILDWOOD

Beginning Memorial Day weekend
Horse Cove - Kay Ward 743-5009

Old-Fashion hymn-sing Sunday 7-8p. 
UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST FELLOWSHIP 

85 Sierra Drive • 828-524-6777  
Sunday Worship - 11 a.m. 

WHITESIDE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Rev. Sam Forrester/Cashiers

Sunday School:10 am, Worship Service:11 am

John 3:16
• Spiritually Speaking •

• See SPIRITUALLY SPEAKING page 22

By Chaplain Margaret Howell
Holy Family Lutheran Church, ELCA

Today we examine and celebrate the Triune God. 
God the Three in One.
This is not as simple as it may seem. That’s why the 

intern or the associate pastor always gets stuck preaching 
on this day, because, well, it’s a hard concept to grasp. The 
Holy Trinity represents and embodies the entirety of  God 
as best we can wrap our minds around it. The nature and 
omnipotence of  the Almighty is far beyond the grasp of  
human imagination. Based on the scriptures of  the Old 
Testament and the New Testament teachings of  Jesus, the 
personhood of  God is identified with three persons, yet 
are one.

God the Father, Christ the Son Holy Spirit. Three, yet 
one….oh my….

The number three is notable in that it is an auspicious 
number in many cultures, pagan and Christian. 

Many of  the symbols we use were Celtic in origin; 
contained elements of  three in number. Many of  these 
were adapted by the Christian church to represent the 
Trinity. If  you go on any website for Celtic jewelry or art-
work, you will see Trinity symbols abound.

Face it, it’s hard to imagine three distinct persons, yet 
all are joined together. One God, three different roles.

It is appropriate that we examine the multiplicity of  
God so close to Father’s Day. All of  us had an earthly fa-
ther or we wouldn’t be here.

Some of  us had fathers like Ward Cleaver, some of  
us had fathers who chased us with a cleaver. Some of  us 
never knew our fathers, whether they were deceased, or 
divorced or simply absent. Some of  us had stepfathers, 
uncles or grandfathers who filled the role of  father. If  you 
were fortunate enough to have a father figure at home that 
was a loving and responsible one, you probably were well 
aware of  all the different things your father had to do. 

He had a job. He cut the grass. He did chores around 
the house. He may have been a member of  a civic orga-
nization, like the Rotary, the Optimists, the Lions Club, 
or maybe a Boy Scout leader. He went to church or syna-
gogue. He may have been in the military at one point. He 
was husband to our mothers. He was a son to his parents.

Wow! That’s a lot of  different roles taken on by the 
same person.

Maybe when you look at it like that, maybe the Trinity 
is a bit more understandable. God does many things and 
therefore, is many things:

The Father, who is the source of  all life and love. The 
Son, who is the manifestation of  God’s love in human 
form. The Holy Spirit, who is the teacher, the encourager 
and who opens our hearts to the love of  God. Where love 
is given, love grows and bears fruit that nourishes our-
selves and others.

Jesus tells his disciples, I am the vine, you are the fruit.
Let’s talk about how fruity we are! Are you “peachy” 

at reading on Sunday services, “orange” you going to sign 
up ?? Are you nuts about Bible study? Does the adult Sun-
day school “pecans” your interest!

Do you have “sour grapes” about something and need 
to “wine” to someone who cares? Did someone drive you 
bananas this week?

‘Three In One’
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Dr. Joseph H. Wilbanks, D.D.S.

706-886-9439 • 800-884-9439

278 East Doyle St. • Toccoa, GA

COMPLETE DENTAL CARE UNDER ONE ROOF.

You are only 50 miles away from 30 years experience in top-
notch, high-tech, one-stop dentistry known for its gentle touch. 

• Dental Implants • Root Canal 
Therapy

• SINGLE VISIT CROWNS! 
• Orthodontics including Invisalign  

• Wisdom Teeth Extractions 
and of course Fillings and Cleanings.

(IV Sedation, too)

www.WilbanksSmileCenter.com

Friday, June 12th

Kirstyn Lamb has been awarded the People Helping People Scholarship 
by the State Employees Credit Union. The SECU Foundation and State 
Employees’ Credit Union members are committed to the Credit Union 
philosophy of “people helping people.” Since 2004, the People Helping 
People Scholarship Program has provided over $32 million in educational 
funding. Each traditional public high school in North Carolina will receive 
one (1) scholarship valued at $10,000 (payable @ $1,250 per semester) 
to attend one of the 17 constituent campuses of the UNC System. Kirstyn 
was nominated for the scholarship by the Highlands School Scholarship 
Committee and plans to attend UNC Charlotte in the fall.
Pictured with Kirstyn are Mike Williams and Joan Maki from SECU and her 
parents, Cheryl and Brett Lamb.

Lamb awarded SECU scholarship

I unzipped my handbag and 
spread the opening, revealing the 
60k. Riley stared at the money and 
then at me and then back at the 
money. 

“Well, do we have a deal, or 
what?” I demanded. 

Out of  my peripheral vision 
I could see my Lieutenant and 
three narcotics officers jogging 
toward us. Gordon’s back was to 
the entrance of  the pier and he 
was unaware of  their approach. As 
I handed him the bag of  money, 
I pulled my weapon from under 
my shirt and pointed it at his head. 
“I’m a cop and if  you even twitch 
I’ll put a round in your head. Let 
go of  my bag and drop the scag 
‘cause you’re under arrest, scum-
bag.” 

I could tell Gordon was 
stunned to learn I was a cop. 
He turned loose of  my bag and 
dropped the heroin to the pier. 
“You’re a friggin cop? I can’t be-
lieve you’re a friggin cop!” Gordon 
muttered.

Later, while being booked 
at the Dade County Jail, Gordon 
started chuckling softly, “We’re 

both very lucky men. You know 
that, don’t you?”

“Well, I’m going home to my 
family and you’re going to prison. 
I’m having trouble seeing your 
luck,” I asked.

“I had you figured as a low life 
mule and so I was going to snuff  
you, steal your money, take that Ro-
lex from your wrist and throw your 
dead ass off  the end of  the pier,” 
Gordon responded. “It was that 
damn fisherman that made me hes-
itate. Who was that fisherman? He 
got a good look at me so I couldn’t 
decide whether to kill you or not. 
Then you got the drop on me. 
Now, as fate would have it, you’re 
not lying on a slab at the morgue 
and I’m not headed to the electric 
chair for killing a cop. As I see it, 
we’re two very lucky dudes. And I 
still can’t believe you’re a cop.”

Exactly one week from that 
night, I was pulled from my under-
cover assignment and promoted to 
the rank of  lieutenant from a pro-
motional list. I had made my last il-
legal drug purchase and was actually 
going to wear a tie. My li’l missus 
was elated.

...FREDSTER continued from page 9 ...RESPONDS continued  from page 6
sional, honest, law enforcement 
officers with high standards of  in-
tegrity the town has ever had.

“We have advanced and im-
proved in our law enforcement 
and we have confidence in our po-
lice department. So I disagree with 
Chief  Cook and I stand by what 
I said. We did the best we could 
do in that situation and there was 
no attempt to dishonor anyone,” 
he said.

Town Manager Bob Frye 
agreed with Taylor.

“I regret the situation that 
Chief  Cook brought up. We 
did the best we could. If  I have 
learned anything it’s that we have 
the best police department and I 
stand by Chief  Harrell and his de-
cisions,” he said.

Food vendors in K-H 
Founders Park

Frye also clarified the serving 
of  meals in K-H Founders Park. 

If  food vendors with cater-
ing permits from Macon County 
(preferably Highlands businesses) 
are hired by the nonprofit spon-
soring an event – the Chamber 
of  Commerce, the Macon County 
Art Association, the town – then 
they can sell food in the park.

Public Hearings
Two public hearings were 

scheduled for the June 18 Town 

Board meeting after which the 
2015-’16 budget will hopefully be 
accepted as will the amendment to 
the tree ordinance which will allow 
dead trees (primarily hemlocks) to 
be removed without replacement.

New streetscape
The board OK’d a proposed 

streetscape plan for the area in 
front of  the The Dog House on the 
corner of  Spring & South Fourth 
streets. The plan would consist of  
a stone curbing and a variety of  
plantings. 

The majority of  the proposal 
would be located on town right-
of-way so a revocable license will 
be issued. 

Public Service Director La-
mar Nix has determined that the 
plan will assist in controlling the 
stormwater that currently flows 
toward the front of  the Dog 
House building. In addition, the 
plan would not affect the public 
parking spaces along Spring Street.

– Kim Lewicki
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828-743-0900

Larry Rogers 
Construction Company, Inc.

Excavating • Grading • Trucking Trackhoe 
Backhoe • Blasting • Utilities 

(828) 526-2874

Julia Vradelis and Allison Worrell, both from 
Eastern North Carolina, have recently pub-
lished a cookbook unlike any others.  Muffin 
Meals, published by Tate Publishing, has been released nationwide and the co-authors have 
been travelling across the country on their book signing tour.  One of their first stops of the 
summer is in Highlands, NC at The Molly Grace gift shop on June 10 from 2– 5:30pm. Where 
10% of sales of the book will go to the Hospice House Foundation of WNC

NC authors host book 
signing at 

The Molly Grace  
on June 10

Portion of proceeds to benefit  
Hospice House Foundation of WNC

place regarding suicide and other issues and 
situations some of  our students face.” 

Holland, along with School Social 
Worker Annie Wishon presented the infor-
mation to the school board at the request of  
Dr. Baldwin, who was concerned about the 
high number of  referrals, as well as the age 
of  students being referred. 

“We had several students referred for 
having suicidal ideations in a short period of  
time, and the students being referred were 
young, several of  which attended Mountain 
View Intermediate.” 

In addition to the age of  students, Dr. 
Baldwin said he wanted to look at the dis-
trict implementing a plan for a more proac-
tive approach after two students were nearly 
successful in their suicide attempts. 

Holland explained to board members, 
that when a student is referred for having 
suicidal ideations, she and Wishon, along 

with staff  from Macon County Psychologi-
cal Services complete the required paper-
work and provide resources for the students 
and their families. 

Holland noted that a meeting is set up 
with the student’s parents to inform them 
of  the situation and help them connect with 
resources such as counseling and informa-
tion on warning signs. 

Although the information has not yet 
been compared to prior years to see if  the 
trend in on the incline, according to Dr. 
Baldwin, through additional research, he 
found out that it was not unusual for sui-
cidal ideations to spike in the spring time. 

Highlands School had the third highest 
number of  students reporting suicidal ide-
ations. Franklin High School reported the 
most, at nine, with Mountain View Inter-
mediate second at seven. Union Academy 

...SUICIDAL continued  from page 1

•See SUICIDAL page 19
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“The Coolest Golf Course in Georgia”

• High Elevations with Cool Summer Temperatures and Incredible Views
• Par 72 Championship Course stretching 6,900 yards of Peaks and Valleys

• Open Daily, Year-Round with Attractive Golf Rates.
• Golf Club Rentals Available. 

• 20 Minutes from Highlands, NC

For Tee Times call 706-746-5302 
Or Book Online at 

www.skyvalleycountryclub.com

Located behind Highlands Decorating Center 
on Highway 106 (The Dillard Rd)

NC LMBT #1429

(828) 526-4192

OPEN: Tuesday - Saturday at 10a

Color, Cuts, Up Do’s, Highlights, Massage, Facials, 
Manicures, Pedicures, Reflexology, Personal Training

Creative Concepts Salon, Inc.
Upstairs and Across the Walkway at “Falls on Main” Highlands (828) 526-3939

Opening at 9a • Tuesday-Saturday

 828-526-9477 • 225 Spring Street, Highlands

Owner/Stylist: Lisa L. Shearon; Stylist: Jane B. Earp; Stylist/Nail Tech: Kristi Billingsley;  
Nail Tech: Katie Baker Passmore

Color, Cuts, Highlights, Perms, Manicures, 
Pedicures, Acrylics & Gel Enhancements, 

Up-dos and Facial Waxing

Shear Elevations

Owner/Stylist: Lacy Jane Vilardo 
Stylists: Heather D. Escandon 

Maggie Barden
Bri Field 

Nail Tech: Jenna Schmitt

Call for an  
appointment  

TODAY.

Hair, Nails, Waxing, Tanning,  
Eyelash Extensions. 
Walk-ins Welcome!

ing for the position, the Highlands SRO will 
remain a Highlands Police Department Of-
ficer and when not serving as an SRO, will 
serve as a Highlands Police officer. 

Funding for the Highlands SRO was 
one of  many new budget items in the coun-
ty’s proposed budget, which has a $925,000 
increase over the current year’s budget. 
Roland noted that despite the increase, the 
budget did not use any fund balance ap-
propriations and continued to pay off  the 
county’s debt services. 

“This increase is 100 percent sup-
ported by recurring revenues that have 
been generated by sales tax growth and an 
increase in the tax collection rates,” said Ro-
land. “We’ve been able to do this with no 
money appropriated from the fund balance. 
Our debt has continued to decline, and we 
have still painted a picture of  fiscal respon-
sibility in Macon County.”

The tax rate for the county will change 
next year, which can be attributed to the 
property revaluation that was completed 
last year. Roland explained that due to the 
reassessment the county’s tax base has de-
clined from $9.4 billion to $7.6 billion, and 
the property tax rate would have to change 
from 27.9 to 34.5 cents per $100 to remain 
revenue-neutral.

Touching on the importance of  public 
education, Roland included an increase to 
the school system for next year. This year, 
Macon County Schools received right at 
$199,000 for capital outlay needs. After the 
school system identified close to $3 million 
in improvement needs, the county decided 
to increase the schools capital outlay budget 
by $100,000 to $300,000 to begin addressing 

infrastructure needs within county schools. 
Addressing public safety concerns, the 

county budget plans to add two dispatchers 
to the county’s 911 communication officer 
to ensure there are enough dispatchers to 
handle the increasing call load. No addition-
al positions have been added to the office 
since its inception in 1994. Under manned 
staff  within the county’s EMS department 
are also addressed in the budget. Roland in-
cluded funding to ensure that the county has 
five ambulance drivers operating in Macon 
County 24 hours a day, seven days a week. 
Currently, on Sundays, the county operates 
with only four drivers. 

The county’s information technology 
budget will see significant changes in the 
proposed budget, but is expected to save 
the county significantly in annual mainte-
nance fees. Roland noted that last year, there 
was more than a month where the county’s 
voicemail system was inaccessible, making it 
difficult for county employees to service the 
public. Attributing the phone system’s fail-
ure to the county outdated system, Roland 
proposed allocating $120,000 in additional 
funds to the IT budget this year to complete 
upgrade the county’s phone system. He ex-
plained that by next year, without having 
to constantly repair the system, the county 
stands to save more than $80,000 a year 
from the upgrade. 

The proposed budget also includes a 
two percent cost of  living adjustment for all 
county employees and develops a task force 
to expand on the Springstead Consulting 
firms pay plan study to address salary inad-
equacies. 

The county’s budget is yet to be final. 
A public hearing on the proposal is schedule 
for June 8 at 6 p.m. at the courthouse.

...SRO from page 1

reported four students being referred, and Macon Middle School reported three. Iotla El-
ementary, Cartoogechaye Elementary, and Macon Early College have each had one student 
referred since January, with Nantahala, South Macon, and East Franklin all having zero. 

The board plans to continue to work closely with Holland and the system’s social work 
unit to develop a plan to better serve students in Macon County in the future. 

...SUICIDAL continued  from page 18
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Allan Dearth & Sons
Generator 

Sales & Service, Inc.

828-526-9325
Cell: 828-200-1139

email: allandearth@msn.com

Larry Houston
Rock Work

Walls • Fireplaces • Patios • Piers 
All Rock Work • Stucco

(828) 526-4138 or (828) 200-3551

Highlands Storage Village
526-4555 • Cashiers Rd. 

• Units Available • 

Loma Linda
Farm

NC License # 10978

Dog Boarding • Day Care 
Pastoral Parks

In Home and Leash-free 
Lodging in the lap of luxury.

(828) 421-7922
Highlands, NC

LomaLindaFarm@frontier.com
www.lomalindafarm.com

• Residential or 
Commercial 

• Over 40 Years  
Experience 
• Fast and  

Dependable
• FREE Estimates

• FREE Pick-up and 
Delivery

American 
Upholstery & Fabric 

Outlet

(864) 638-9661 cell: (864) 710-9106
(Owners: Morris & Rachel Bible)

102 S. College Street • Walhalla, SC

You know us as RUNNERS, 
but don’t forget we are also 

NC REAL ESTATE BROKERS. 
You can count on us every 

step of the way to get you to 
the finish line. We train hard 
for races, and we will work 

equally hard for you.

Whiteside 
Cove  

Cottages
5 new log cabins 

nestled in the 
hemlocks on 25 acres at 

the base of Whiteside 
Mountain.

800-805-3558 • 828-526-2222

J&M Towing  
Service

Local and Long Distance Hauls
526-0374 • 342-0583

Owner-Operator 
Jeff Miller

Richard Betz 828-526-5213
Martha Betz 828-200-1411

Country Club Properties
betzrealtor@gmail.com

24-Hour 

Towing

chestnut storage

Look for our sign!
10890 Buck Creek Rd. - 1/2 mile off Cashiers Rd near the hospital 

Storage Units Available
Secure 24 Hour Access

Easy In - Easy Out
Great Rates - Great Terms

Call today to find out why we’re
“Highland’s Premier Facility”

828-482-1045

828-369-0436 OR 828-421-0067

On The Spot • “We Come to You”

Call 828-421-8191 or 828-421-1868
onthespotwash@outlook.com
Facebook.com/wash.onthespot

• Hand Wash
• Detailing & Wax
• Full Interior 
• Anywhere You Park
• Serving Highlands

David Gomez, 
Detail Professional

Deluxe, Indoor 
Climate Controlled Self Storage
With covered loading zone
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Highlands Automotive

Service
&

Repair

NC
Inspection

Station

2851 Cashiers Road • highlandsautomotive.com
828-787-2360

‘Let me help you with your next remodeling project!’

828-342-3500 
kpick64@yahoo.com
43 Holt Road, Highlands

Like me on FaceBook • Kevin Pickett LLC

Open 7 days a week 
Mon. - Fri. 9a to 7p • Sat. & Sun. 9a to 5p

Reasonable Self-Pay Prices

828-526-0008 155 Main Street • Wright Sq.

Accept most insurances including Medicaid and Medicare

Healthy Home Services
Radon & Mold Testing & Removal
Dry Crawl Spaces & Basements

Workers Comp • Licensed • Certified

www.HealthyHomeServices.info
828-489-4248 828-200-0949

4Seniors, LLC
Medical Liaison Services

An advocate to guide you through the 
complex medical labyrinth of services 

and treatments.
We will help you and your family ...

• Understand your medical condition
• Understand your treatment options

• Decipher your medical bills w/Medicare and Ins.
Contact Patricia Smith • Registered Nurse Practitioner

828-482-1821

4seniors.hc@gmail.com

• CLASSIFIEDS •Service Directory Ads:
$17/week Black and White

$22/week color
Classified Ads:

$6 for 10 words; 20 cents for each 
additional word.

Yellow Highlight $2/week extra

• See CLASSIFIEDS page 22

The Website 
Says it All!

Sarah M. Mueller, C.P.C

www.LifeCoachSarah.org

Certified Professional Life Coach
828-526-4094 • 561-309-7042
SarahMmueller3@gmail.com

“One day at a time.”

Viva Wellness
Stimulating Natural Healing

• Whole Body Vibration
• Hydro-Massage Spa Capsule
• Far Infrared Sauna Capsule

$1/minute
828-526-1566

Dr. Kit Barker, PhD, Cellular Biology
5 Cottage Row • U.S. 64 East

YARD/ESTATE SALE
IN TOWN. FRIDAY, JUNE 5, NOON to 4p AND 

SATURDAY, JUNE 6, 10a to 4p. Antiques, China, Linens, 
Vintage Clothing, Shutters, Furniture, Costume Jewelry and 
much more! 615 Horse Cove Road next to the Highland 
Hiker Cabin.

HELP WANTED
PART-TIME HOUSECLEANER – Highlands area. 

Night-time hours 5:30-9:30p.828-421-3934. (6//11) 
NANCY’S FANCYS needs summer help. Saturday 

a must. Please stop by or call 828-526-5029 or 828-526-
1029. (st. 6/4) 

TYPIST NEEDED THIS SUMMER FOR WRIT-
ER. Computer savvy if possible. Can work at my home 
on Flat Mtn. Estates or at your home. Call 828-482-5064. 
(st. 6/4) 

SKYLINE LODGE now hiring a line cook and a 
housekeeper. Call 828-526-2121 or pick up an application 
at the front desk. (st. 5/21)

WHOLE LIFE MARKET & NECTAR JUICE 
BAR now hiring! Send resume to wholelife@frontier.com 
or stop by for an application. For more information call 
828-526-5999. (st. 5/14) 

CNA/MED AIDE, AND HOUSEKEEPER, 
Chestnut Hill of Highlands, (828)526-5251. (5/28) 

HIRING FULL TIME DELIVERY,WAREHOUSE 
PERSON for retail store in Highlands. Must be able to lift 
and move furniture. Would prefer CDL. Send resume to 
shannon@dutchmansdesigns.com (st. 5/7)

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED Food Pantry, Highlands 
1- 2 hours per month Sharon Giddens . 828482-0558 

SALES ASSOCIATE FOR HIGH END RETAIL 
CLOTHING STORE IN HIGHLANDS, NC. full time. 
part-time and seasonal. Must be available to work week-
ends. Retail clothing sales experience preferred. Please call 
828-200-0928 (st. 4/30) 

MAIN STREET INN AND BISTRO now hiring 
servers, hostess, bussers and line cooks, experience re-
quired. Please call Robbie @ 828-526-2590. (st. 4/30) 

POTPOURRI BOUTIQUE STORES IN HIGH-
LANDS AND CASHIERS looking for seasonal part or 
full time sales persons from May to November. Must have 
retail experience with women’s clothing and accessories, 
eyewear experience a plus. Required to work weekends 
and holidays, except Thanksgiving Day and Christmas Day. 
Fast paced, on your feet all day. Email resume to potpour-
rihighlands@yahoo com (st. 4/16)

SWEETREATS DELI IS HIRING. Call 828-526-

HOME COLORS
KITCHEN CABINET REFACING/PAINTING 

CASHIERS-HIGHLANDS. 

Chuck Layman
23 years professional experience. 

770-594-0750
paintcabinets@bellsouth.net. www.paintcabinets.net. 

LIke Us On Facebook: Home Colors Atlanta



9632. (st. 4/2)
MOUNTAIN FRESH GROCERY 

in Highlands is hiring full-time for: 
• Baristas, 
• Cashiers, 
• Grill, 
• Deli, and 
• Pizza departments. 
Applicants should apply in person or 

email resume to jobs828@gmail.com
WOLFGANG’S RESTAURANT 

now hiring experienced waitstaff and line 
cook. Please call Jacque at 828.526.3807 
(st. 2/29) 

SCALY MOUNTAIN NURSERY 
now hiring for landscape division. Call 526-
9269 or Matt at 371-2474. (4/9)

CREEKSIDE RESTAURANT IN-
HIGHLANDS now hiring chef/cook and 
servers. Experience required. Call Bob at 
828-526-9822. (st. 2/26)

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY
FLOWER SHOP FOR SALE IN 

HIGHLANDS PLAZA, great situation 
for a duo! All inclusive and turn key. In-
cludes all inventory, stock, supplies. Monthly 
income contracts. 18 years in business, 
Loyal Customers, Best Location. 828-526-
8671. (5/30) 

RESIDENTIAL FOR RENT
IN TOWN – 1BD/1BA apartment 

with 2-car garage with W/D. 24 Foreman 
Road. Year Round Rental. 526-2729. (st. 
5/28)

1BD/1BA, open great room, bonus 
room, 2 Acres, Gated Community with 
private lake. Furnished or unfurnished. in 
Scaly Mtn. Call 828-421-1551. (st. 5/28)

APARTMENT. 1 BED/1BATH. 
Furnished. W/D available. WiFi, satellite TV. 
1 1/2 miles from Main Street, $550 plus 
1/2 utilities and $300 cleaning deposit. Call 
828-526-4598. Leave message. (st. 5/7)

SAPPHIRE NC. Partitioned Home 
for lease - 2 Bedroom (mountain views) 
with 2-car Garage. Easy access Sapphire 
NC. 561-346-6400 (11/20)

COMMERCIAL FOR RENT
RETAIL OR OFFICE – Approxi-

mately 1,500 sq. ft. with parking and stor-
age. Corner of Foremen Road and Hwy 64 
east. Next to Whole Life Market. 526-2729. 
(st. 5/28)

COMMERCIAL SPACE, AP-
PROXIMATELY 1500SF AVAILABLE 
6/1/2015. Space can be subdivided into 500 
& 1000 sf units. Located on Hwy 64 East 
(Highlands) on high traffic road with excel-
lent visibility and easy in and out parking. 
828-526-4889.(st. 4/2)

VAC/SEASONAL RENTAL
PRIVATE COTTAGE. Seasonal 

rental by week or month right in town. 

828-200-6195 (st. 5/14) 
HIGHLANDS VACATION RENT-

AL DOWNTOWN. 2/2 updated in 2014 
with luxury master bath, king bed, marble & 
SS kitchen. Second floor condo two blocks 
off Main. Renovated like an Old Edwards 
Suite! W/D in unit, flat screen T.V., gas fire-
place, off street parking. Available weekly 
$1,000 plus utilities. Call 828-352-8519. (st. 
12/25) 

LOTS/LAND FOR SALE
CORNER ONE ACRE LOT IN 

HIGHLANDS GLEN IN HIGHLANDS, 
NC. – level with some gentle slopes exca-
vation and foundation expenses would be 
reasonable, underground power installed. 
Stream runs year round could be configured 
to make a small pond, good water sources 
for well. Space for outbuildings or RV, boat 
storage. 6 miles to downtown. $29,900 pos-
sible owner financing 828-507-2066 (6/11)

LAND FOR SALE IN CLEAR 
CREEK: 2.18 acre parcel has road frontage 
on Mack Wilson Rd. $15,900. Any reasonable 
offers will be considered. Call 828-526-2874. 
(st. 4/23) 

RESIDENTIAL FOR SALE
CABINS FOR SALE/RENT. Lo-

cated on Sawmill Road in Clear Creek. 4.63 
acres. Call 828-526-2720. Price Negotiable. 
(6/25))

2BED/2BATH 1.20 AC. Fantastic 
views & Privacy $88,999. Call 482.2050 
706.782.9728. Cypresslanesale@facebook. 
(st. 8/7) 

ITEMS FOR SALE 
2007 SRT-8 Grand Cherokee. Black/

charcoal interior. 23,000 miles. Like new 
condition. $24,000. Call 828-526-4363 or 
828-526-1029. (st. 6/4) 

FOUR PIECE OAK BEDROOM 
SET $450. Call 526.0501

FURNITURE: leather living room set 
w/tables: full dining room set w/crystal and 
curio cabinets: King bed set, two queen bed 
sets, oriental rugs and more: call for appoint-
ment 828-482-0313 (5/21)

MOTORCYCLE: CLASSIC 2005 
Kawasaki Vulcan 800 with many custom up-
grades $3800, 828-482-0313 (5/21)

PRICE REDUCED, NOW $2500 
2003 Ford Explorer, Red, 200,300, miles 
Good condition, appraised at, $3900, vin re-
port, available, $2500, 828.342.1999 (st. 5/14)

NEW DETACHABLE SNOW 
PLOW FOR FORD 250 SUPER DUTY 
TRUCK OR SIMILAR. Also salt spreader 
for same size truck. Asking $1200 for both 
or reasonable offer. Please call Frank at 828-
526-1953. (st. 4/16)

WORMY CHESTNUT FOR SALE: 
Approximately 300 square feet of ¾” wormy 
chestnut wainscot milled and finished. Board 

length 36”; width varies from 4” to 8”. $2800 
lot price. 404-944-5298 (st. 3/20)

SERVICES
COMMUNITY ACUPUNCTURE, 

affordable sliding scale, walk in Tuesday 
Thursday 4:30-6:30 Crosby Center.  (7/9

H I G H L A N D S - C A S H I E R S 
HANDYMAN: Repairs, remodeling, 
painting, pressure washing, minor plumbing 
and electric, decks and additions. Free 
Estimates. Insured. Call 421-4667. (9/17) 

H O U S E K E E P I N G , PA I N T, 
powerwashing, tree Care. Call 828-200-
0492. (5/21)

HIGHLANDS RESIDENTIAL 
WINDOW CLEANING. 25+ years 
experience. Call Greg at 828-200-7223. (6/4) 

THERAPEUTIC STRETCHING 
can free up your joints, increase Range Of 
Motion, improve walking gait and posture, 
prevent pain and even help you play better 
golf.

YO U N G  AG A I N  F I T N E S S 
P R OTO C O L  I S  T H E  M O S T 
comprehensive of private studio fitness 
programs designed by 61 year old trainer 
Hank Miller to get you healthier and keep 
you functioning younger from your 50’s 
through your 80’s! Minutes from Highlands. 
NC LMT6820 Call:828-305-9713.. (5/14)

HANDI-MAN – Electrical, plumbing, 
painting, carpentry, yard work. Call Al at 828-
332-7271 or 828-369-6245. (st. 4/2) 

ZEN SPA BY ANGEL JOY. A 
NEW DAY SPA IN HIGHLANDS OFF 
HYW 64 (NEXT TO HIGHLANDS FALLS 
COUNTRY CLUB) Open Mon - Sat 8am - 
7pm. Deep Tissue, Hot Stones, Reflexology 

and more. Visit us online for options. www.
zenspabyangeljoy.com. Mention ad get 10% 
OFF ph. 919-413-7411 (6/18)

I PAY TOP DOLLAR for premium 
low mileage automobiles 828-347-6600. 
(st. 6/5) 

COMPUTER REPAIR. House calls, 
lessons, audio/video installation, iphone/ipad 
repairs. Call Dusty 276-724-0669 (st. 4/26)

PIANO LESSONS with Marquita. 
Adults and Children. Cal 910-548-2719. 
(st. 2/26) 

LOCAL MARY KAY. PRODUCTS 
IN STOCK. FREE skin care and cosmetic 
consultation. Call Maggie 787-2233. (st. 
4/26) 

ALL AROUND OFFICE SOLU-
TIONS – Bookkeeping Services, Payroll 
Prep, Payroll Tax Prep, Billing Services, Vir-
tual Assistant, Data Base Management, Ad-
ministrative Services, Research Assistance, 
Quickbooks Set-up and Training. Call Mary 
James at 828-421-0002 or email mjames@
allaroundofficesolutions.com (st. 1/15)

HIGH COUNTRY PHOTO/KEV-
IN VINSON: scanning photos, slides & 
negatives to CD or DVD for easier viewing. 
Video transfer to DVD. Everything done 
in house. Leave message at 828-526-5208. 
(st. 4/23)

HIGHLANDS TAXI & SHUTTLE: 
Let Charlie Dasher handle your transpor-
tation whether it’s to the airport, a special 
event, or just around town. Van service for 
weddings. Licensed and insured. 526-8645. 
(st. 7/18/13)

MOLD AND MUSTY SMELL IN 
YOUR HOME? Call for free inspection. 

• CLASSIFIEDS •
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 You’ve come to the “ripe place!”
 “Cumquat may,” we are all fruits of  

the vine planted and nourished by the Tri-
une God. We are the fruit of  the family tree 
of  God, the tree of  life.

Some of  us are peaches, some of  us 
are nuts, some of  us are bananas.

Some of  us are green and some of  us 
might think we are past our prime, but we 
all are the living fruit of  the tree of  life.

The root, the foundation of  our tree 
of  life is the Triune God. 

Our creative and amazing Father. Our 
loving and gentle brother, Jesus. And our 
teacher and companion, the Holy Spirit.

Because we are God’s fruits, Jesus has 
Picked us to go and nourish the world in a 
hundred different ways. There are so many 
who are hungry in the world today, and 
not just for food. In our country there are 
thousands of  people who also hunger for 

friendship, someone to talk to, someone to 
spend some time with them. There are the 
poor, the ill, the neglected, the dying. We 
the food that they are looking for! Jesus, is 
very plain about what we are to do. 

“Go therefore, and make disciples of  
all nations, baptizing in the name of  the 
Father and of  the Son and of  the Holy 
Spirit, and teaching them to obey every-
thing I have commanded you.” There it is: 
The Great Commission.

Best of  all, we don’t go out into the 
world alone. 

Jesus also said “ I am with you always, 
to the end of  the age.”

 So, my dear ones, remember that 
though we may be few in this place, we are 
part of  the Living Tree of  Life, fruits of  
the love of  God working through us and 
with us with the Holy spirit, and with Jesus 
Christ, our beloved Savior and Lord. 

...SPIRITUALLY SPEAKING from page 16
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Main Street Inn & Bistro 
828-526-2590 • mainstreet-inn.com

“Ace is the Place.”

At Main & 3rd streets
Highlands 526-2157

Hardware
Reeves

3

19

www.chambersagency.net

Chambers Realty 
& Vacation Rentals

Homes and Land For Sale
Vacation Homes for Rent

526-3717 OR 888-526-3717
401 N 5th St, Highlands

11

1

Main St, Oak Square,  
Mon-Sat, 10-5 

Sun. 12-4

Oriental Rug 
Gallery

526-5759

Andrea 
Gabbard 

Broker/Owner
828-200-6742

Country Club Properties
“Your local hometown 

Real Estate professionals.”
3 Offices 828-526-2520

www.CCPHighlandsNC.com

2

10

Highlands Mountain Realty

42

Celebrating our 21st Season!

Bistro Service Starts at 4p
Dining Room Starts at 5:30p

474 Main Street • 828-526-3807
www.wolfgangs.net • Find us on FaceBook

highlandsmountainrealty.net

Santa

BRIAN RENFRO
828-226-0118
brianrenfro@gmail.com
www.brianrenfro.com

Pam Nellis, Broker
O: 828.743.1999
C: 828.787.1895

Email: Pam@ncliving.com
Website: www.ncliving.com

The 
Lost Hiker

Open
5p to 2a

www.thelosthikers 
bar.com

www.facebook.com/
The Lost Hiker

475 Carolina Way
828-526-8232

WEEKLY SPECIALS 
& EVENTS
Monday 

$3 Wells & Free Pool
Tuesday

$4 Wells, Fireball & 
Karaoke

Wednesday 
$4 Jagerbombs & 

Free Pool
Thursdays

$6 Long Island Ice Tea 
& Pool Tournament

Friday
$4 Fireball & 
Live Music
Saturday

$5 Fireball & 
Live Music

Sunday 
$3 Wells & Free Pool

Available at 
Jackson Hole Gem Mine
9770 Highlands Rd, Highlands

828-524-5850

526-1796
479 South St., Ste. 5 • Highlands NC

21

Sat., June 6
Side Car Honey

9 p.m.

Hair by Cirino 
has moved 

to Highlands 
Plaza next to 

Bryson’s.
Call 828-482-9374



www.firemt.com • (800) 775-4446

Cashmere
Scotland’s Best Knitwear

McCULLEY’S

“Top of the Hill”
242 S. 4th St.

Open 7 days a week
526-4407

828-526-2338

30 ...on the Verandah 
Restaurant

on Lake Sequoyah

Open Year-Round.
343-D

Main Street.
526-4035

www.wildthymegourmet.com

pat.f.allen@gmail. com 

#1 
Broker 

Highlands/Cashiers 
2010-2014 per  

HCMLS

Jody Lovell
33

www.ontheverandah.com

Open for
 Dinner nightly 

at 5:30p.
Sunday brunch, 

too

Open for 
Lunch & 

Dinner daily

Pat Allen 
Broker-in-charge

Cell: 828-200-9179 
Office: 828-526-8784

www.patallenrealtygroup.com 

828-526-4104
highlandssir.com

828-526-8784
295 Dillard Road

Paoletti

Please call for reservations
526-4906

Join us for our 31st year
Serving Dinner Daily

from 5 p.m.

“Invest in Highlands, NC Real Estate ... and Invest in Your Life.”TM 

(828) 526-8118 • 125 South 4th Street

40

WhiteOakRG.com

Susie deVille 
Broker-in-Charge

(828) 371-2079

Leslie Cook
Broker

(828) 421-5113

Wick Ashburn 
Broker

(828) 421-0500

Tara Ray
Executive Assistant

(828) 371-1622

Emily Chastain 
Operations Manager

(828) 200-6277

BROKERS:
Jim Kinard 
828-371-8993 

Julie Osborn
828-200-6165

Sherman Pope 
828-342-4277

Cy Timmons 
828-200-9762

Sheryl Wilson 
828-337-0706

9770 Highlands Rd., Highlands
828-524-5850

www.jacksonholegemmine.com

Open
7 Days a Week

10a to 4p


