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TB issues include zoning, sales tax, projects and more

Last week’s Town Board
meeting was reconvened with the
reopening of the Public Hear-
ing on the reaffirmation of the
town’s Zoning Map and Zoning
Ordinances.

This was considered a

NCACC
goals set

Commissioners travel to
Washington to lobby for
federal goals

Last week, Macon County
Commissioners Kevin Corbin,
Jim Tate, Ronnie Beale, and MC
County Manager Derek Roland
travelled to Washington DC for
legislative meetings with Macon
County’s NC congressmen and
senators to push for federal goals
set by the NCACC.

Since Commissioner Beale
is the president of the North
Carolina Association of Coun-
ty Commissioners (NCACC),
Macon County has a front row
seat and has been very involved
in defining and discussing fed-
eral goals that will affect Macon
County.

The 2015 (FY16) federal
priorities for NC counties that
were discussed were:

* Support Remote Sales Tax
Collection (Marketplace Fairness
Act) - North Carolina and its
counties are losing hundreds of

eSee NCACC page 14

housekeeping exercise but the
public was invited to speak. The
public hearing was opened at the
regular Town Board meeting on
Feb. 19, but continued to Feb.
26 due to weather. No one spoke
at the Feb. 26 hearing, but John

Shear]l of J&] Lawn and Land-
scaping spoke on Feb. 19.

He said he disagreed with the
zoning map and requested that
the town reconsider split-zoning
his parcel on NC 28 which has

been the subject of numerous

court cases between him and the
town. The part adjacent to the
road is B-3 commercial and the
part along the back is R-1 resi-

dential.
“It is practically impossible
eSee TB page 8
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Highlands School writers in big

3!

At the February MC Board of Education meeting, the state winners of the Western Mountains
Reading CouncilYoung Authors contest were announced. From Highlands were Blakely Moore,
Kyle lezzi, Emma Weller, and teacher Michelle Lane (Forever Young category).The Young Au-
thor Celebration is on March 19 in the cafeteria of Angel Medical Center, the winners at the
local and state level will receive trophies/medals and will read their entries aloud.
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Project Lazarus to target prescription drug abuse

By Merritt N. Shaw

The 2014 State of the Coun-
ty Health Report recently released
by Macon County Public Health
highlighted a program called
Project Lazarus. This program is

a grant source for county organi-
zations to implement programs
to make a difference in a grow-
ing problem of prescription drug
overdoses that has plagued com-
munities all around the country as

well as Macon County.

Project Lazrus was created
on the belief that communities
are ultimately responsible for
their own health and that every

eSee LAZARUS page 21

New trail

to Satulah

Summit hits
headwinds

At the hearing to discuss a
new trail to access the Satulah
Mountain summit Monday night
at the Civic Center, representa-
tives of the Highlands Plateau
Greenway and the Highlands-Ca-
shiers Land Trust got an earful.

President of the Greenway,
Ran Shaffner opened the meet-
ing by explaining the reason for
needing a new trail — homeown-
ers who reside in the subdivi-
sion on the private portion of
Worley Road don’t want hikers
driving to the trail head on their
road. Therefore, the Greenway
and Land Trust plan to access
the summit via a new trailhead
that would start from the Satulah
Ridge neighborhood instead.

The Greenway is in the pro-
cess of doing its due diligence re-
garding the purchase of two lots
at the end of the dirt road at the
end of a cul de sac in the subdivi-

eSee SATULAH page 9

The
SUMMER HOUSE
‘Home Furnishing Center
Open
Mon. through Sat.
9a-5p
2089 Highway 106
828-526-5577
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REALTY GROUP

66 Highlands Plaza, Highlands

Location, Cash Cow & Pristine * $1,188,000 « MLS# 80695

On South 4th Street across from Old Edwards Inn.
Two story, 2,620 sf;a luxury 2BD/2BA accommodation
upstairs, with full kitchen & living room; French doors
overlook the ambiance of 4th Street (ideal for seasonal
rental) & commercial space downstairs perfect for a
restaurant or boutique bar. Gutted and remodeled
in 2014: new electrical, plumbing, HVAC. insulation.
High-end finishes. All fixtures, furniture & equipment
included. Turnkey! Call Mal at 828-200-2642.
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Loss of sales tax revenue could be devastating

he budget planning pro-
cess begins on March 9
with the Highlands Town

Retreat.

The first budget challenge
is estimating our projected rev-
enues and how to allocate funds
for projects and services. Track-
ing outside factors at the nation-
al, state and county levels is an
important part of this process.

The economy at the nation-
al level seems to be on the rise.
With the recent county revaluations, the
town will have to consider a small revenue
neutral adjustment in the property tax rate
in order to maintain the same funding lev-
el as last year.

At the state level the picture is not as
clear. T recently spoke with Paul Meyer,
the director of the North Carolina League
of Municipalities. Highlands is a member
of the league because it is an advocate for
towns in the state legislature. Paul and 1
discussed several proposed bills that could
negatively impact municipalities. For in-
stance, our tree ordinance for commercial
zones could be rescinded by state legisla-
tion in this session. Other municipal ordi-
nances dealing with appearance and signs
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Letter Policy:
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letters-to-the-editor. No anonymous letters
will be accepted. Views expressed are not
necessarily those of Highlands Newspaper.

Highlands Mayor
Patrick Taylor

are also under statehouse scru-
tiny.

A major concern we dis-
cussed was an evolving plan to
redistribute sales tax revenues.
In the past two years the state
has been making a transition
away from personal and cor-
porate income taxes to relying
more on sales tax revenue. Cur-
rently, the state is facing a bud-
get shortfall estimated to be over
$200,000,000 more than what
the legislature projected. How can this
shortfall be eliminated in a new state bud-
get? Groups, like the League of Municipal-
ities, are concerned that sales tax revenues,
normally earmarked for towns and coun-
ties, will be reallocated to help soften the
budget deficit.

Meyer informed me that the folks in
Raleigh are looking at a new formula for
distributing sale tax to towns and counties.
Currently, Highlands gets about 2 cents of
the 6.75 cents in sales tax collected on a
dollar.

How does this impact the town bud-
get? Last year the town received about
$870,000 in sales tax revenue from the
state. The revenue source is about 20% of
the general fund. Highlands has depended
on this revenue stream, especially when it
comes to doing infrastructure projects like
the ones in recent yeats.

Meyer said that the legislature is look-
ing at a per capita distribution formula
that some legislators say is more equitable
and directs more funds to big population
areas that have critical needs, like Raleigh
and Charlotte. The influx of new revenue
to the large population centers would take
pressure off some areas of the state bud-
get.

But, he also pointed out what I already
feared, that the per capita formula will not

o See MAYOR page 16

Living with Bears

By Cynthia Strain, Chairwoman
B.E.A.R. Task Force

lot of people have been talking

about the bear that was shot and

killed at a home in Highlands Falls
CC a few weeks ago, after she and her cubs
caused damage to the house, both indoors
and underneath where they had denned up
for the winter. There are many questions,
but I’m afraid I don’t have all the answers.

Justin McVey, wildlife biologist for
N.C,, reported that the sow was killed and
buried. We don’t know what happened to
the yeatling cubs, but he feels confident
they could thrive on their own.

As for the homeowners being charged,
apparently they were within their rights be-
cause of the damage the bears caused. Per-
sonally, I thought the bear would have to

| ETTERS.

threaten someone or be caught in the act
of destroying property for it to be con-
sidered a justified killing, but evidently
not. Whatever the law, it seems an awfully
harsh sentence to kill the bear.

For the rest of us this comes as a
wake-up call. What we can all do is be-
come better equipped to prevent such a
situation at our homes, or to deal with it
in a non-lethal mannet.

First a few facts. Black bears spend
the winter in a dormant state but are not
considered true hibernators. They nei-
ther eat, urinate nor defecate for several
months, although if there is a stretch of
mild weather they may wake up and look
for food. They may even change den lo-
cations. The times of hibernation depend

o See FORUM page 3

About the Satulah Trail access

Dear Editor,

I read with interest the article about
the Highlands Plateau Greenway (HPG)
plans to build a trail to the summit of Satu-
lah Mountain. It was followed by several
letters to the editor concerning the subject.
The dilemma about how to reach the top
of the mountain has been discussed for
many years, but to date no solution has
been found despite the fact that the top of
Satulah was bought by citizens of High-
lands in 1909 and has been preserved for
the use of all citizens of Highlands since
that time. It is now under the keeping of
the Highlands Cashiers Land Trust (HCLT)
who steward the property. HCLT has pur-
chased or been given additional acres that
adjoin the original acquisition.

Unfortunately most of the citizens
of Highlands ate unable to reach the sum-
mit of Satulah and the additional adjoin-
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ing properties because of the steep incline
and the fact that part of Satulah Mountain
Road is private and no vehicles are allowed.
If one checks the demographics of High-
lands, the average age of the residents is
59 years. To most that means that only the
young and hearty can walk to see the view
and the environment at the pinnacle; a walk
of nearly 2 miles with an almost vertical in-
cline. Additionally there is no parking at
the base of the mountain, which makes the
climb even more difficult as it must begin
in the downtown area.

It is my understanding that the new
trail to the top of the mountain from the
planned parking area is only around Y4 of
a mile. I commend the Greenway for de-
veloping a plan that will facilitate access to
the top of Satulah Mountain for all who
would like to see the splendor of rare na-
tive plants, enjoy vistas reaching into South
Carolina and Georgia, and enjoy the cool
mountain breezes that are constant on that
iconic site.

Karen Kandl, Assistant Director of
the Highlands Biological Station, said in
her letter to the editor that students from
all over the world come to study the flora
and fauna of Satulah Mountain. The new
trail would facilitate that venture. I agree
with her wholeheartedly, and I would like

e See LETTERS page 5
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ning under it.

upon the weather and food availability,
but in our area bears usually den eatly/
mid-December to late March/eatly April.

Cubs are born in mid-winter and
spend the next 18 months with their
mother.

Bears typically hibernate in large, hol-
low, dead trees, under fallen trees, in holes
dug at the base of trees, under brush piles
or rock outcroppings. They line their dens
with bark, grass, leaves or moss.

Denning under houses happens oc-
casionally because it may fit their profile
for a perfect denning spot. Normally they
cause no problems, and they leave in the
spring to head back to the woods. Some
people just leave them alone, which is fine
as long as you are sure the bear can’t dam-
age anything or get into the house. How-
ever, if you aren’t one of those people,
there are steps you can take to prevent
bears from denning under your home.

Closing access is a necessity. Heavy-
duty latticework made from cut 2x4’s (see
photo) worked for one family that pur-
chased a house where a large bear had
denned for several years. They also in-
stalled motion-activated lights under the
house, and during their absence they play
the radio inside for good measure (hoping
bears are scared off by the sound of Steve
Day’s voice!).

Electric fencing is very effective,
versatile and not costly. Heavily woven
barbed-wire fencing can work, and night-
lights and scarecrows have also been used.

According to Justin McVey, “I be-
lieve most times if areas under porches,
decks, or homes are secure with lattice,
and food sources are removed, bears will
not take up residence.”

If you have a denning bear in your
crawl space, it can be chased away, but
find an expert who knows how to do this

Photo by Cynthia Strain.

safely. Less aggressive (and safer) measures
include lights, loud music, and using rags
soaked in cider vinegar to convert their
dark, quiet den into an inhospitable envi-
ronment. Of course you must then close
off all access to prevent its return. Lock-
ing all windows and doors as well as placing
bars in the tracks of sliding glass doors are
things to remember as well.

There is a good chance that the den-
ning bear is a female with cubs, so be sure
ALL the bears are out before closing every-
thing off. It can be hard on a hibernating
bear to suddenly be homeless, so choose a
time when the weather isn’t harsh.

The state of North Carolina does not
relocate bears in these situations. Thete ate
many reasons, but one is that bears can go
to great lengths to return, even several hun-
dred miles, to their home.

You can read more about this in “Liv-
ing With Bears” by Linda Masterson; at US
Dept. of Agriculture website: www.aphis.
usda.gov/wildlife_ damage/

or the Humane Society of the U.S. at:
http://www.humanesociety.org/animals/
resources/tips/scrap_the_trap.html.

We humans are merely visitors here
in the bears’ wotld. As we encroach more
and more on their habitat, we must learn to
share, not destroy our forest and its inhab-
itants. A little tolerance and patience, plus
some common sense and effort (like not
attracting bears with garbage and birdseed)
will make life easier for everyone.

Our brochures covering many aspects
of living with bears are available at the Post
Office, library, Chamber of Commerce and
town hall.

For assistance with a specific problem,
you may contact Justin McVey, Wildlife
Biologist for NC Wildlife Resources Com-
mission at (828) 273-7980.
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One Night at 200 Main Plus Dinner For Two at Madison's
Add on a Spa Treatment for *95

( Package From 195 Per Night*

Call B28-T87-2625 | Or \isit 200Main.com

*Rate varies depending on rooms and dates booked, Add on Spa Treatment fs 50 minutes.
Package available: Sunday - Thursday Nights, February - March.
Based on Double Dccupancy. Does not include tax or gratuity,

NMOUNTAINTOP
WINE SHOPPE

Ifs our BIRTHDAY!

Come celebrate with us!

* Sales specials all month

* Special Birthday tasting
March 21

* Moredetails to come!

Open Daily
269 Oak Street
Across from Reeves Hardware

(S28) 526-40S0
www.mountaintopwineshoppe.com

Like us on Faceboolk

Facehook.com/monnt aintopwine shoppe
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e HIGHLANDS WINTER DINING ¢

Golden China

Listed in ‘100 Top Chinese Restaurants in USA’

Lunch Buffet

LUNCH:
11-2:30, M-TH $7.25
Friday: Seafood Buffet $8.25
Open 7 days a week

11a to 9:30p
Menu available, too

Wine ¢ Beer « No MSG
In-town delivery w/$15 order
Highlands Plaza « 526-5525

Cyprus International
Cu_isie

Lunch3 statlon Iunch buffet $13.95.

Fri., Sat., Sun., | la-4p
Dinner: 7 nights a week 5-9p
For reservations call: 526-4429

Hand-tossed - thick, thin, pan
Tl'(g Gluten free & Whole Wheat, too

67+10"14"+16"+20"pies
Specialty Sandwiches, Hot Dogs & Salads,
Domestic & Imported Beers
Open 7 days a week from 11 a.m.
365 Main Street * 526-5660

L L
b I
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Coffee ¢ Espresso Drinks
Smoothies ¢ Hot Soup
Paninis * Baked Goods

On Main Street
7 days a week ¢ 7a to 6p * 526-0020

828-526-4035

| WILD THYME GOU RMET

R E B8 T aAa WU A A M T

Serving Lunch and Dinner Year—Round.

Gourmet Foods, Full Service Bar
NEW LOCATION in Town Square at 343-D Main St.

A &F&ﬁfz Serving Lunch Daily
; 1lato4p
Serving Dinner at
5:30p
Monday-Saturday
CLOSED
Wednesdays

828-526-1019

ALA04 L - i

Serving Lunch & Dinner:
Wed.-Sat. noon until

Brunch on Sunday | la to 2p

490 Carolina Way

...on the Verandah
Restaurant

on Lake Sequoyah

www.ontheverandah.com

Open
for Dinner at
5:30p.
Tues. thru Sat.
Closed
Sun. & Mon.

828- 526_ 2338

Chef Wolfgang...Former
Executive Chefl for The Brennan
Family of Commander's Palace

Celebrating Our 21st Season

Open Thursday, Friday and Saturday

Histro Service Starts at 4 pm « Dining Hoom Service Starts at 5:30 pm

828.526.3807

Japanese ¢ Asian® Thai * Hibachi Cuisine

Open Year Round
Mon., Tues., Thurs., 1 la to 10p
Fri.,,& Sat.,,Ilato llp
Sun., noon to 10p
CLOSED WEDNESDAY
828-787-1680 or 828-787-1900
We Cater!
151 Helen’s Barn Avenue
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to see the Greenway proceed with building a trail to the

top of Satulah, not only for environmental education stu-

dents but for all who would like to enjoy what was given
to them in 1909.

Mercedes Heller

Highlands

Superb Italian Dining Since 1953
Main Street, Highlands Since 1984

Exceptional Wines / Craft Cocktails
Dinner / Small Plates at the Bar from 5:00

828 « 526 « 4906
Opemng Friday March 20

w w w.paolettis.com
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2014 Local School Finance
Study is flawed

Dear Editor,

In the Highlands Newspapet’s February 26 article on
Macon County’s school spending, statistics were quoted
from a “2014 Local School Finance Study.”” The article
failed to report that this study was from a Raleigh orga-
nization that lobbies the N.C. legislature on K-12 educa-
tion issues. It appeared Commissioner Tate thought it was
a state-issued report. The study was agenda-driven, and
hardly a fair analysis.

The study reports, and the article defined, various
metrics like “actual effort rank,” “ability to pay rank,” and
“relative effort rank” purporting to rate N.C. counties on
K-12 spending. The rankings relied primarily on a county’s
school spending compared to its property tax base.

Our county manager and commissioners wished us-
ing such metrics to determine county K-12 spending was
that simple. The study treats schools as if they were the
only function being funded by counties.

Superintendent Chris Baldwin uses the study, as its
authors intended, and said “we [Macon County| have some
room to increase revenue [taxes| in support of schools.”
That’s easy for someone in a non-elected position to state,
and is based on questionable metrics.

This paper duly notes that our county school admin-
istrators habitually complain about lack of funding. I'd be

concerned if that wasn’t the case since it indicates taxpay-
ers aren’t providing TOO MUCH money for schools.

The study fails in numerous ateas. It relies on the
false premise that increasing education spending improves
education outcomes, and conveniently fails to report state-
reported school performance ratings versus school spend-
ing. The latest N.C. school report cards show just how sad
student achievement is.

The study also fails to take into account total federal,
state, and local spending on schools. Instead it concen-
trates on county spending. The article reported “2012-13
spending per student in Macon County was $1,660.93.”
A reader could easily misunderstand, and not know that
total spending on our county schools is around $10,000
per student.

Financing of schools, and student performance are
difficult issues, but this study does not provide any mean-
ingful input for decision-makers.

Vic Drummond
Franklin

Town Off Duty

Dear Editor,

When I awoke last Tuesday to a snow covered land-
scape, the very first thing that came to mind was sledding,
Not just because I have a six year old daughter but because
no matter your age it’s just fun.

Being so enthused, I drove into town to check out the
condition of Monkey Hill. When I arrived at the bottom

e See LETTERS page 6

FRUIT PIES - PECAN PIES

VISIT THE BAKERY AT
MOUNTAIN FRESH GROCERY

EVERYTHING BAKED FROM SCRATCH

FRESH DONUTS
BAGUETTES CIABATTA

CAKES FOR BIRTHDAYS WEDDINGS ANNIVERSARIES
LAYER CAKES WITH HOME MADE FROSTING

DINNER ROLLS - BROWNIES - LEMON BARS -
COOKIES - POUND CAKE - CUPCAKES - MACAROONS

HOURS: MONDAY - SAT OPEN AT 7AM, SUNDAYS AT 8AM

- PUMPKIN PIES

MOUNTAIN FRESH GROCERY « CORNER OF FIFTH & MAIN, HIGHLANDS NC - 828.526.2400 - MFGRO.COM
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By mid-afternoon Wednesday, Feb. 25, the town
announced that Monkey Hill wouldn't be plowed
and would be open for sledding “At your own
risk.” Photo by Jim Lewicki

of Hickory Street I could immediately tell that it had been
plowed overnight. It had maybe half of an inch of new
fallen snow on it; but the usual cones and flagging tape
that have always been placed to block the road off (for

Highlands
Playhouse

NOW SHOWING:

Kingsman
R 2 hrs 9 min

Showtimes: March 6, 7 and 12 @2, 5 & 8
March 8@ 2 & 5

*No movies Mon-Wed during the winter*

highlandsplayhouse.org

Follow us on Facebook!
Check your favorite

£

showtime app for up to date showtimes

(828) 526-2695

sledding purposes) were nowhere to be seen.

I was bummed, shocked and a touch heated on the
matter. I waited till town hall was open and decided to give
them a call. First I spoke with Bob Frye and he informed
me that sledding down a street was dangerous and a liability
for the town. After I expressed my feelings on the plowing
of Monkey Hill, he apologized that I was unhappy with
the matter but sledding down a street was a liability for the
town.

Later in the morning I spoke with Pat Taylor, our
Mayor on duty, and he too confirmed that the town is in
the clutches of fear. Fear of litigation that if someone got
hurt sledding they would come after the town. “What if
someone lived on that street” he said to me, “would they be
denied a clear street so you can go sledding?”

Yes, what if someone lived in one of the seasonal
homes on Hickory Street, but they don’t. What if someone
did get hurt sledding? What if? What if? What if? What
if the town did not plow the street? What if the newspa-
pers, parents and children of Highlands did not start calling
town hall all that day Tuesday?

What if we just sat idly by and let fear-mongering take
a Highlands tradition and toss it out the window based on
hypothetical scenarios?

Well, thankfully we did not just accept that this was
okay for the town to do. We all called. The newspapers
called. WLOS called and came to Town. And in the end,
the town officials agreed that they would not plow the por-
tion of Hickory Street referred to as Monkey hill.

But, it would be unfair of me not to mention that town
officials proposed an alternate sled run. There is a portion
of the Highlands Plateau Greenway known as “The Sled
Run” and it is under construction. The trail starts on Oak
Street by the pavilion at the top of the hill, and connects
to the Rec Park loop and Oak Lane area of the Greenway.

This is a trail with switchbacks and stairs surrounded
by trees growing close to the trail itself. Not your idyllic op-
portunity for sledding.

I spoke with a few longtime Highlands residents and
they confirmed that sledding took place there once upon a
time, when it was more of an open straight shot and less
like a trail. It would seem that if the town officials were
concerned with people being injured while sledding they
would not encourage racing down a trail with stairs and
switchbacks (and did I mention all the trees at close prox-
imity?).

But the reality, as I see it mind you, was not fear for the
people’s safety but the town’s safety.

“Sled at your own risk” is the last thing Pat Taylor said
to me on the matter.

So we did and it was great!

Matthew Chrestman
Highlands

Newer generation labeled as
‘None’ & God is Dead

Dear Editor,

When I was a young man in college, trying to expand
my horizons with broader thinking and new ideas. I en-
tered this environment a bit naive in not understanding
the thinking of the late ‘60s and eatly 70s. The norm for
the younger generation was to question authority and the

culture of the past. The Vietnam war had gone on for too
long and I along with many didn’t fully understand it but
too late realized that in pulling out we left many to die at
the hands of a brutal regime.

These were some of the issues within the college cul-
ture. In addition, the thought was that God was dead. If
you’re around 50 or less you may not relate to this because
you were within part of this cultural shift.

I found myself as a Christian in a very uncomfortable
environment. My professor at the time was anti-God, and
said belief was just wishful thinking, This was the thinking
of Friedrich Nietzsche, which made known the “God is
Dead” philosophy, and he himself was a Christian, turned
atheist, and eventually died from mental illness. No one
really seems to know what exactly caused him to lose his
faith, then fight so hard against it. But this thinking, al-
though in different forms, has always been with us. I also,
but not to the same extent, seemed to lose or questioned
my faith during a time of questioning,

Not very long ago I overheard a news commenta-
tor state that this generation coming up is known as the
“none” generation -- meaning nothing, emptiness, a void,
no foundation for life and living, I for one refuse to be-
lieve this coming generation is a “none” or nothing gen-
eration. But if God is truly dead then there is no other
conclusion we can come to — we too are dead even though
we live.

I had stated earlier that I had questioned my Chris-
tian beliefs but realized this was an impossible and unsus-
tainable view to keep and that God is not dead, but alive
and His fingerprints are all around and within us.

As Lee Strobel an agnostic (questioning gods exis-
tence) journalist, turn Christian, has stated, ... if I would
have to believe that nothing produces everything; non-life
produces life; randomness produces fine-tuning; chaos
produces information; unconsciousness produces con-
sciousness; and non-reason produces reason. Then non-
sense is viewed as meaningful.”’

If God is dead, and we are “none” or nothingness,
where is life’s meaning — is anything worth living for, or
worth dying for? Doesn’t the world seem lost, more divid-
ed and frustrating? What hope is there that I can pass to
my daughter considered by some as part of the “none” or
nothingness generation? We being human, should value
life more than this -- but value only comes from God --
not from nothingness. Keep thinking.

Deni Shepard
Franklin

Our property rights matter,

too

Dear Editor,

We wanted to make you aware of some information
that was not covered in the two letters property owners
have received from the Highlands Greenway Trail organi-
zation. We are writing this letter because our home and
the following lots, #44 - Martha Hester, #45&48 - Rich-
ard Moyer, #49&50- Chauncey Mellor, will be the most
directly impacted by a parking lot and trail on Satulah
Ridge Rd.

We would like to assure all that we support the High-
lands Land Trust and Highlands Greenway’s work in the
Highlands and Cashiers area. We sincerely want them to

e See LETTERS page 15



Highlands Newspaper - Thurs., March 5,2015 - 828-200-1371 - Page 7

BREAKFAST

FULL BREAKFAST MADE TO ORDER
EVERY MORNING UNTIL 10:30
FRESH EGGS, WAFFLES, FRENCH
TOAST, BACON, SAUSAGE, HAM,
BISCUITS, MUFFINS, CROISSANTS
ESPRESSO BAR AND COFFEE
ROASTED IN-HOUSE

LUNCH AND DINNER

GRILL

EVERY DAY FROM 11:00 TO CLOSE
FRESH ANGUS BURGERS, FRESH
NATURAL CHICKEN BREASTS, FISH
CHICKEN TENDERS, COOKED TO
ORDER, HAND CUT FRIES, SALADS,
HOMEMADE SOUPS, DAILY
SPECIALS

DEL/

SERVING ALL DAY

FRESH CUT NATURAL MEATS,
HOMEMADE DELI SALADS, PANINI,
MELTS, HOMEMADE POTATO CHIPS,
DAILY SOUP SPECIALS

WOOD FIRE PIZZA OVEN
EVERY DAY FROM 11:00 TO CLOSE
AUTHENTIC NEAPOLITAN PIZZA
MADE FROM SCRATCH FRESH
MOZZARELLA, BASIL, CRUSHED
TOMATOES HOMEMADE ITALIAN
SAUSAGE, PANCETTA, AND DAILY
SPECIALS

SUNDAY SKILLET FRIED CHICKEN

EVERY SUNDAY FROM 11:00AM
UNTIL WE SELL OUT! FRESH
ORGANIC HAND CUT, HAND
BREADED CHICKEN COOKED IN A
CAST IRON SKILLET. SERVED WITH
GREEN BEANS, MASHED POTATOES
AND GRAVY WITH A WARM HONEY
BISCUIT...$8.95

MOUNTAIN FRESH GROCERY
COOKING FOR HIGHLANDS

PREPARED FOODS

A LARGE SELECTION OF TAKE-
AWAY ITEMS FULLY PREPARED,
READY TO TAKE HOME INCLUDING
GRILLED PORK LOINS, HOME MADE
MAC & CHEESE, MASHED POTATOES,
HERB RUBBED CHICKEN, MADE IN
HOUSE BBQ, CHICKEN SALAD DELI
SALADS & MUCH MORE

DINNER T0 GO

A DIFFERENT FULL DINNER EVERY
NIGHT. SERVES FOUR SERVING
MONDAY THROUGH SATURDAY FROM
4:30 UNTIL WE SELL OUT - CALL
AHEAD TO RESERVE.

MONDAY: CHOOSE EITHER:

FOUR CHICKEN AND FOUR CHEESE
ENCHILADAS, REFRIED BEANS,
MONTEREY RICE, HOMEMADE
TORTILLA CHIPS, SALSA, SHREDDED
LETTUCE, TOMATOES, SOUR CREAM
OR...

24 BUFFALO WINGS OR 2 LBS
CHICKEN TENDERS AND HAND CUT
FRIES

$719.95 SERVES FOUR.

TUESDAY: MADE IN-HOUSE ITALIAN
SAUSAGE LASAGNA AND A LARGE
HOUSE SALAD

$19.95 SERVES FOUR

WEDNESDAY: CHICKEN OR STEAK
POT PIE AND A LARGE SALAD
$19.95 SERVES FOUR

THURSDAY: ROASTED MEATLOAF
WITH MASHED POTATOES, GRAVY
AND A LARGE SALAD
$79.95 SERVES FOUR

FRIDAY: WILD CAUGHT FRIED
SHRIMP, BAKED POTATOES, HUSH
PUPPIES AND COLESLAW

$22.95 SERVES FOUR

SATURDAY: IN-HOUSE SMOKED BBQ,
COLESLAW, APPLE AND BACON
BAKED BEANS, AND YEAST ROLLS
$719.95 SERVES FOUR

MOUNTAIN FRESH GROCERY

BREAKFAST  LUNCH * DINNER e GRILL
WOOD FIRE PIZZA * COFFEE » BAKERY

ARTISAN CHEESE ¢ OIL AND VINEGAR

WEEKDAY PIZZA SPECIAL:
16" NEW YORK STYLE PIZZA WITH
UP TO FIVE TOPPINGS AND A
LARGE HOUSE SALAD $19.99
OR

BAKED PASTA, WITH GARLIC
BREAD AND SALAD FOR 19.95
PASTA, TOMATO SAUCE, AND
CHEESE WITH A CHOICE OF
ITALIAN SAUSAGE, MEAT BALLS
OR CRISPY CHICKEN.
AVAILABLE MONDAY THROUGH
THURSDAY 4:30 TO CLOSE

WINE MARKET

AN EXCELLENT, COMPREHENSIVE
SELECTION OF WINE WITH THE
BEST PRICES IN TOWN, AND RUN
BY A KNOWLEDGEABLE STAFF.
BEER AND WINE AVAILABLE BY
THE GLASS WHILE YOU SHOP AND
DINE.

BUTCHER

WE SELL ONLY 100% PREMIUM
ANGUS BEEF, HAND CUT IN
HOUSE. STOCK UP FOR THE
WEEKEND EVERY THURSDAY
WITH 35% ALL STEAKS AND
GROUND BEEF. THEN STOP BY
THE TAKE OUT CASE TO
COMPLETE YOUR DINNER WITH
TWICE BAKED POTATOES, FRESH
SALADS AND MORE.

ARTISAN OIL AND VINEGAR

OVER 40 EXTRA VIRGIN OLIVE
OILS AND VINEGARS TO CHOOSE
FROM - ALL AVAILABLE TO
SAMPLE.

SPECIALTY CHEESES

DOZENS OF CHEESES,
TAPENADES, OLIVES AND
SPECIALTY ITEMS TO CHOOSE
FROM INCLUDING OUR MADE IN
HOUSE CRACKERS.

STORE HOURS: 7AM-8PM MON - THURS,FRI & SAT 7AM-9PM, 8AM-6PM SUNDAY

CORNER OF FIFTH & MAIN, HIGHLANDS NC ¢« 828.526.2400 » www.mfgro.com

ESPRESSO « WINE  CRAFT BEER * BUTCHER
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...I'B continued from page 1

to use the land shown as residential for
residential purposes because it is signifi-
cantly less than the .75 acres required for
a residential dwelling in the R-1 zoning
district,” he said. “There is no building
envelope when you take into account the
size of the area, the 25-ft. setback from
the 45-ft. road right-of-way and the 10-
ft. building setbacks from property lines
or room for a septic system to support
a dwelling due to the topography of the
property. You are leaving me without any
reasonable value for my property.”

He said the only reasonable use for
the property is the ongoing commercial
parking and storage which has been part
of his business since November 1993.

He went on to say that there isn’t an-
other property in the town of Highlands
that is split zoned 130 feet in width com-
mercial and the rest residential.

“Please reconsider the split zoning
of the property with objectivity and leave
me some practical use,” he said.

The board heard his request but
unanimously accepted the zoning map
and ordinances as they now stand.

In the Mayor’s report, Mayor Pat
Taylor said he was keeping in touch with
Advanced HydroPower who promised
Highlands would be kept in the loop con-
cerning developments of the proposed

hydroelectric plant on the Cullasaja River.

He has also sent a letter to Macon
County regarding financing of the High-
lands School Resource Officer.

He said through communication with
Paul Meyer, executive ditector of the NC
League of Municipalities, the state has its
sights on municipalities and legislation in
the pipeline which may alter zoning regula-
tions regarding signs, tree ordinances and
more and could affect Highlands’ Zoning
Otrdinance.

Most disturbing is the state’s sights on
sales tax revenue.

Due to the state’s budget deficit, it is
looking at ways to redistribute sales tax rev-
enue — potentially based on population.

“This could deeply affect Highlands,”
said Taylor.

Town Manager Bob Frye said High-
lands currently gets about $850,000 in sales
tax revenue per year but that could be cut
by $750,000.

“There is no account for seasonality
regarding population,” said Frye.

Later Macon County Commissioners
weighed in.

Chair Kevin Corbin said he would ob-
viously be very opposed to such a move.

“Macon County gets about $5 mil-
lion in sales tax revenue and it is our sec-

eSee TB page 17

e HS SPORTS *

Varsity Basketball

Tuesday, Feb. 10, the teams travelled to Hiwassee Dam.
The Lady Highlanders lost 62-31. Ann Matie Crowe was the leading scorer with 16

points.

The boys also lost 64 to 51. Brent Amundrud was the leading scorer with 21 points.

On Friday, Feb. 13, the teams travelled to Blue Ridge School.

The Lady Highlanders played a very exciting and intense game. They led in score
for most of the game, but Blue Ridge came back to tie the game with seconds left on

the clock.

The Lady Highlanders pulled out the win with a three-point shot from Madison

Lloyd ending with a score of 47 to 44.

Ann Marie Crowe was the leading scorer with 10 points and April Moss had 9

points.

The boys also played an exciting game at Blue Ridge, but lost 53 to 50 which ended

their season.

Due to weather conditions, the Little Smokey mountain conference games were
cancelled. The Lady Highlanders went straight into state playoffs. Their first round game
was home against Blue Ridge on Tuesday, Feb. 24.

In another intense game against Blue Ridge, the girls were down as many as 9 points,
but with key free throws from April Moss and Madison Lloyd, the team rallied back to

secure the game with a 44 to 41 score.

On Monday, March 2, the gitls travelled to play Winston-Salem Prep in the second
round of games, however, they lost and ended their season. The score wasn’t available

by press time.

— Sierra Nylund

Ongoing

* Church of the Incarnation and the
First Presbyterian Church are collecting food
items for the Highlands Emergency Council
and the Food Pantry. Drop off boxes are in
the Ravenel Room at First Presbyterian and
in the downstairs lobby at the Church of
the Incarnation. Monetary donations also
accepted. Make checks out to Highlands
MountainTop Rotary.

* The Cub and Boy Scouts of America
have three drop offs for worn and tat-
tered flags. They properly retire them.
Drop offs at Highlands Doors and Win-
dows 2242 Dillard Road, the Highlands
Fire Station or Highlands United Method-
ist Church office. Contact Phil Potts for
more information 828 526-3719

Thurs.-Sun.

* Movies at the Playhouse:Thurs-Sunday.
2,5 & 8 p.m. Call 526-2685 for weekly movie.

Monday

* Shortoff Baptist Church hosts a non-
denominational Men’s Meeting the first
Monday night of each month at 7 pm and all
men are invited to attend.

First Tuesdays

* FAMILY and Caregiver Support Group
Meets: for Individuals that have a friend, fam-
ity member or loved one living with mental
illness. Learn how peers deal with stress and
emotional overload. First Tuesday of Every
Month 7-8 pm. Call Ann for more info (828)
369-7385

Tuesdays

* Reading dog “Beebles” will be at Hud-
son Library every Tuesday at 3:30pm. Please
call (828)526-3031 to register.

* Free Community Table Dinner at the
Community Bldg. at 6p.

e Zumba at the Rec Park at 8:05a. $5.

Starting Tues., Feb. 24

* 12-week NAMI Program to educate
families dealing with mental illness, 6:30 to
8:30p.The course has the dual focus of edu-
cation, and understanding the experience of
living with mental illness. Confidentiality is
maintained. Class size is limited and pre-reg-
istration required. Contact:Ann 369-7385 or
Linda 369-9838

Mon.,Wed.,, Fri.

* Heart Healthy Exercise Class Monday,
Wednesday and Friday 8:30am-9:30am

* Aerobics with Tina Rogers 8-9a.

» Zumba at the Rec Park at 9:05a. $5

Wednesdays

* First Baptist Church is happy to pres-
ent a new season of X-treme Games at the
Highlands Rec. Park. The games will be held
Wednesday nights from 6 to 7:15 pm. For
more information or to pre-register your k -
6th grade child, please call 526-4153.

* HiGHLANDS EVENTS ©

I st Wednesdays

* Family Movies at the Hudson Library
at 3:30pm. Call 828-526-3031 for titles.

3rd Wednesdays

* General Audience Movies at Hudson
Library at 2pm. Call 828-526-303 1 for titles.

Thursdays

*Yoga at the Rec Park 8:15 a.m. $6 per
class.

* Storytimes with Miss Carol at Hud-
son Library 10:40am. Open to the public.

* Highlands Writers’ Group meets ev-
ery Thursday from 1-3:30 pm at Hudson
Library.Writers of all genres welcome. For
info call 526-8009 or 526-2295.

* NAMI Support Group for individu-
als dealing with mental illness: depression,
bipolar; schizophrenia, etc. and the family
members of individuals dealing with these
challenges from 7 — 8:15 pm. Call Donita
for more info (828) 526-9510.

2nd Thursdays

* Sapphire Valley Needlepoint Guild
meets at the Highlands Rec Park at 10 am.
Newcomers welcomed.

Last Fri. of each month

* Weight Watchers support group
meets every Thursday at 6pm at the Ca-
shiers Community Center. Questions? Call
Lisa 828-506-3555.

* Community Coffee with Mayor Pat
Taylor from |la to noon at The Hudson
Library.

Sundays

* At the Mountain Laurel Tennis Club
at 4:30 pm. Multi-denominational, Interac-
tive Bible Study and Fellowship.

Wednesdays March 4-25

* Marriage Tuneup. 7 p.m. at Church of
the Valley in Cashiers. Call 743-5470.

Thurs. March 5

* The North Carolina Democratic
Party will hold annual precinct organi-
zational meetings in Macon County on
Thursday at 6 PM. The Highlands Pre-
cinct will meet at the Civic Center/Rec
Park. The Meeting is free and open to
any registered Democrat residing in the
Highlands Precinct.

Fri., March 6

* The High Mountain Squares will
host their “St Pattie’s Day Dance,” Fri-
day night at the Macon County Com-
munity Building, GA Road (441 South),
Franklin NC from 6:30 to 9p PM. Marty
Northrup from Columbus, NC will
be the caller. We dance Western Style
Square Dancing, main/stream and plus
levels. Everyone is welcome. For in-
formation call 828-371-4946, 828-342-
1560, 828-332-0001.

Sat.,March 7



* The Nantahala Hiking Club will take
a strenuous |0-mile loop hike with eleva-
tion change 1000 ft. on Appletree Trail to
Laurel Branch, returning on the Bartram
Trail to Appletree Group Campground
beyond Nantahala Lake. Meet at Westgate
Plaza at 8:30 a.m. drive 45 miles round trip.
Call leader Dave Barbour, 828-356-6078,
for reservations. Hike is limited to NHC
members only and a limit of five dogs.

Monday, March 9

* The Battle of Sugartown Chapter
of the North Carolina Society, Daugh-
ters of the American Revolution (DAR),
will hold its monthly meeting at 11:30
in the Boiler Room Restaurant at 1024
Georgia Road in Franklin. All DAR mem-
bers and prospective members are wel-
come. For further information, please
contact 828-369-3136 or 828-524-2673.

Thurs., March 12

*The Nantahala Hiking Club will take a
strenuous 10.7-mile hike, elevation change
2200 ft., to Blood Mountain, highest point
on the Appalachian Trail in Georgia and
one of the Dirty Dozen Wilderness Hikes.
Good views from Big Cedar Mt.and Blood
Mountain. Stone shelter built by the CCC
in the 1930s. Meet atWest Gate Plaza at 8
am, drive 164 miles round trip. Call leader
Diana Otero, 765-318-9981, for reserva-
tions. Limit of eight hikers, no dogs please.

Sat.,March 14

* The Nantahala Hiking Club will take
a strenuous 7-mile hike, elevation change
1500 ft., from Deep Creek Campground
to Noland Divide in the Smoky Mountains
Park, continuously uphill to Lonesome Pine
with spectacular views at Beauregard Ridge.
Meet at Bi-Lo parking lot in Franklin at 9:00
am, drive 70 miles round trip. Call leader
Gail Lehman, 828-524-5298, for reserva-
tions. Visitors welcome, no dogs please.

Sat., March 14

* The Annual Convention of the
Macon County Republican Party will be
held on Saturday at the Robert C. Car-
penter Community Building in Franklin.
The theme of this year’s event is “Young
Mountain Voices,” featuring young civic
leaders from Macon County. Keynote
speaker is NickVaughn, former president
of North Carolina Teenage Republicans,
and student at Wingate University. Regis-
tration begins at noon. Precinct Meetings
begin at 12:45, followed by convention
business. All registered Republicans and
Macon County teenagers may attend.
maconcountyrepublicans@gmail.com

Sun.,March 15

* The Nantahala Hiking Club will take

* HiGHLANDS EVENTS ©

an easy 2-mile hike, with 200 ft. elevation
change, exploring historic Tessentee Farms,
a property supervised by the Land Trust
with an 1800 farm house, forest and open
field trails, wildlife, birds, and a white walnut
tree plantation. Meet at the Smoky Mtns.
Visitor Center in Otto at 2:00 pm, drive
6 miles round trip. Call leader Kay Cori-
ell, 369-6820. Visitors welcome, no dogs
please.

March 20

* All Jackson County voters registered
as Republicans by January 3lIst 2015 are
invited to attend the Jackson County Re-
publican Annual Convention at the Heri-
tage Room at the Jackson County Senior
Center, 100 County Services Park in Sylva.
Registration begins at 5 PM at the Senior
Center and will close at 6:30 PM.Those at-
tendees registered as Republicans also will
qualify to be one of the 27 delegates and
27 alternates to the upcoming conventions.
Precinct meetings begin promptly at 5:30
PM followed by a full buffet dinner prepared
by the Senior Center Chef and his staff. For
more information call Jackson County Re-
publican Chair Ralph Slauhter at 828 743-
6491 or email jacksonctygop@yahoo.com

Sat.,March 21

* The Nantahala Hiking Club will take
a moderate-to-strenuous 5.5 mile hike with
elevation change of 3400 ft. to Mt. Sterling
in the Smoky Mountains Park for outstand-
ing views of the Pigeon River Gorge. Meet
atVWaynesville Ingles at 9 am, drive 80 miles
round trip from Waynesville. Call leader
Keith Patton, 828-456-8895, for reserva-
tions. Visitors welcome, no dogs please.

* The Nantahala Hiking Club will take a
strenuous 10.2-mile hike, elevation change
1300 ft. to Middle Prong Wilderness Loop,
one of the Dirty Dozen Wilderness Hikes
using Haywood Gap Trail, Buckeye Gap Trail
and the Mountains to Sea Trail off the Blue
Ridge Parkway. Meet in the old WalMart
parking lot near KFC at 8 am, drive 60 miles
round trip. Call leaders Bill and Sharon Van
Horn, 828-369-1983, for reservations. Limit
of eight hikers. No dogs please.

Sun., March 22

* The Nantahala Hiking Club will take
an easy 2-mile hike, elevation change 150 ft,,
on the Bartram Trail from Wallace Branch,
along the stream past a small waterfall, re-
turning on a Forest Service Rd. Call leader
Jean Hunnicutt, 828-524-5234. for reserva-
tions. Meet at Westgate Plaza in Franklin at
2 pm. Drive 6 miles round trip. Call leader
Jean Hunnicutt, 828-524-5234, for reserva-
tions. Visitors welcome, no dogs please.
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.SATULAH continued from page 1

sion and have until March 15 to complete
the process at which time the sale will be
final.

The parcels will be combined to pro-
vide a parking area for a minimum of four
vehicles and a maximum of eight vehicles.

About a month ago, 42 landowners on
Satulah Ridge Road were sent a letter and
asked to log their concerns both for and
against the proposition.

As it turns out, some of the property
owners of the Satulah Ridge subdivision
present at the meeting have the same con-
cerns as those on Worley Road — they don’t
want their lifestyle altered by hikers seek-
ing the trail and many worry about further
intrusion to the environment of the moun-
tain by constructing a trail.

After 10 years of negotiating with
homeowners on the private portion of
Wortley Road where everything from turn-
ing the road over to the town so that it’s
public, to erecting a gate accessible via a
fee-based key card (free to property owners
beyond the gate)with the money going to
maintain the road, to entering discussions
again while seeking a peaceful compromise
were all discussed.

Griffin Bell was the one who suggest-
ed entering into discussions again.

“Right now, the best and easiest way
to get to the summit is by Worley Road.
It’s easier for older people and there are al-
ready two trails to the summit one much
harder than the other. It’s unnecessary
to put a third four-foot wide trail on the
mountain,” he said. “The Land Trust’s mis-
sion statement speaks of keeping the land
beautiful and healthy among other things.
Putting another trail represents a form of
pressure on the mountain.”

Attorney Richard Melvin contends
that all of Wotley Road is public, not pri-
vate as claimed by the property owners of
the subdivision near the top.

“Just because someone puts a sign up
doesn’t mean it’s right,” he said. “Public
means anyone in the public can use it; pri-
vate means anything less than that and not
open to all.”

Shaffner said unfortunately, the doors
are shut on all negotiations with the prop-
erty owners on the private part of Wotley
Road.

“We have been looking for an alterna-
tive because we would prefer not to have
to spend this money (about $300,000 to
purchase the property) and build the trail,”
he said.

The town was asked to take over the
upper portion of the road but not only
would it need to be widened, which the
residents didn’t want, but 100% agreement

was necessary from those in the subdivi-
sion.

According to the Jim Green of the
Land Trust out of the nine lots along the
private portion, five said OK, three said
no and one wasn’t contacted.

Gary Wein, executive director of the
TLand Trust, said the town doesn’t want the
road in its current state and money offered
by a homeowner to repair the road was
turned down by other homeowners.

“They believe driving on the road
violates their privacy and they don’t want
any hikers driving to the parking area at
the top ... period,” he said.

Comments from Satulah Ridge home-
owners in favor of the new trail include:

Am addition of a trail within the
Greenway system; unencumbered access
to a favorite site in Highlands is needed;
the walk from Satulah Ridge subdivision
will be shorter and reasonable for home-
owners; the two lots will add protected
green space to a beautiful subdivision; it’s
a tradition — people have climbed Satulah
for many, many years and deserve access;
people who walk the Greenway care about
Highlands and won’t intentionally litter or
damage the mountain; the existence of
the Greenway Trail and more green space
will increase property values; many people
carpool to the Satulah trailhead now so
that is likely to continue; a trail to the top
of Satulah will greatly benefit the public;
the Greenway trails will be extended to
the south side of Highlands; older folks
need a shorter route to Satulah than walk-
ing from the middle of town; Highlands
benefits from the beauty that can be found
and enjoyed along its trails; police could
patrol the road and patrking area; a sign
could be erected about limited parking;
and students need access to study the rare
plants on the summit.

Disapproval was based on the follow-
ing concerns:

Increased traffic flow on a road that
can’t handle two cars in most places; in-
creased potential for traffic accidents and
injury to homeowners, including their
pets; dangers from speeding cars or trucks
along one-lane road; wear and tear on the
road at a rapid rate; increased air and noise
pollution from additional traffic, including
trucks and motor cycles; high potential of
trespassing and vandalism by persons who
aren’t residents; high potential for increase
of littering; loss of privacy and tranquility
in the subdivision; increase of motorcycle
traffic brought via twitter, face book, ad-
vertising on the internet; campers might
leave cars in the parking space overnight;

eSee SATULAH page 17
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Spring Home Improvement

Time-Saving Spring Cleaning Tips for Your Home’s Outdoor Spaces

(StatePoint) It’s
time to prep your home’s
outdoor spaces for the
season ahead. From the
yard to the garage to the
deck, getting these ar-
eas tidy is all part of a
thorough spring clean.

Here are some tips to
make the process faster
and easier.

De-Clutter
Workspace

Your shed, your ga-
rage, your toolbox -- it’s
time to take stock of what

Your

youw’re storing in these
key areas. Broken tools,
piles of junk — these are
items that will get in your
way and slow you down
all season long. So before
you get to the nitty gritty
of your outdoor spring

Excavating * Grading

Backhoe * Blasting ¢ Utilities
(828) 526-2874

Larry Rogers
Construction Company, Inc.

* Trucking Trackhoe
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clean, take the time to
organize your workspace.

Throw out what is
junk, donate what you
aren’t using, and orga-
nize the rest into catego-
ries. Vertical storage can
save crucial room, so in-
stall tall shelves and use
walls and the ceiling to
install organizational sys-
tems. Now is also a great
opportunity to perform
routine maintenance on
your lawn equipment and
tools to improve their ef-
ficiency.

Identify Multitask-
ing Tools

Check out innova-
tions on old tools that
can make your versatile
workload easier. For ex-
ample, you can upgrade
your conventional pres-
sure washer for a newer
model with more diverse
functionality. For exam-
ple, Briggs & Stratton’s
new POWERflow+ Pres-
sure Washer technology
has one pump with two
separate cleaning modes
-- high pressure and high
flow, which work for dif-
ferent tasks.

Remember, different
surfaces require differ-
ent cleaning techniques.
Whether you’re clean-
ing up tough mold and
mildew stains from your
deck or patio or wash-

ing the more delicate
surface of your car, you
can switch modes or ap-
ply soap directly from

the nozzle. This feature
eliminates the need for
switching  attachments
or walking back to the
pressure washer, making
an afternoon of diverse
to-dos manageable. Just
be sure you’re using the
proper mode for the task.
Tips and instructional
videos can be found at
www.PowerFlowPlus.
com.

Do  Smart
Maintenance

If you have a larger
yard, consider a riding
mower to save time and
energy on lawn mainte-
nance. Remember not
to over mow your lawn.
Not only is it not healthy
for the grass, it can be a
time suck and increase

Yard

(OSTER

& EQUIPMENT RENTAL

* Pine & Wheat Straw
= Erosion Control

« Gravel / Mulch / Topsoils - .
wWwWWw. KosterStnckyard com
828-349-3489

your carbon footprint
needlessly.  Likewise,
only water your lawn
and garden when nec-
essary. During periods
of rain, you can ease
up on this chore. The
most efficient times of
day to water your lawn
are morning. When the
sun is strongest, you
will lose more water to
evaporation and your
work will be for naught.
By changing up your
lawn care habits, you
can save time all season.

While working
outdoors can be fun,
don’t spend more time
than you need to on
your household spring
cleaning tasks. Finding
simple ways to be more
efficient will give you
more time to enjoy your
home’s outdoor spaces.




(StatePoint) Heat-
ing and cooling your
home typically com-
prises nearly half of
the average American’s
utility bill, according to
the U.S. Department of
Energy. Unfortunately,
a portion of that expen-
diture is lost.

While most home-
owners know that in-
sulating, patching and
weatherizing can reduce
heat loss, there is one
major energy eater in
your home that you may
not have considered --
that charming staple of
dens, family rooms and
anywhere people gath-
er: the fireplace.

Traditional mason-
ry style wood-burning
fireplaces are a leading
source of indoor air loss
and draft, even more
so than windows and
doors.

“Traditional wood
fireplaces have a lot
of charm, but unfor-
tunately, they can be
inefficient even when
they aren’t in use,” says
Becky Scribner, brand
director at Heat & Glo, a
leading manufacturer of
gas and wood fireplaces,
stoves and inserts.

However, you don’t

need to sacrifice your fire
this winter to lower your
bill -- in fact, it’s possible
to convert your fireplace
into an energy efficient
heat source with the fol-
lowing tips:

¢ Don’t send your
hard earned money up
and out the chimney.
When your fireplace is
not in use, make sure
your chimney damper is
closed. You may also in-
stall a flue sealer, which
is an affordable, inflat-
able stopper that fits be-
low the damper to fur-

Cashiers

Chimney Professionals

Sweeping e Repair e Sales
Dryer Vent Cleaning

Call Tom Albert
828-743-3169

CashiersChimneyPro.com

Email:

CashiersChimneyPro@gmail.com

ther seal off the chimney.

* Ensure your chim-
ney and fireplace is in-
spected, maintained and
cleaned annually. A con-
tractor can ensute the job
is done safely and thot-
oughly.

* Add doors or a
cover to the front of your
fireplace to help reduce
the draft and add a nice
aesthetic.

¢ Consider a gas
fireplace insert. In ad-
dition to lowering your
energy bills and gener-
ating more radiant heat,
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they’re cleaner to main-
tain -- no ash, soot, or
smoke -- and are low
maintenance, turning on
and off with the flip of
a switch. Plus, a new in-
sert like the Escape from
Heat & Glo looks great
and uses energy-saving
firebox technology to in-
crease efficiency. Learn
more about the benefits
of a gas fireplace insert
at www.heatnglo.com/
Rekindle.

* For those who love
the smell, crackle and
process of building a

Spring Home Improvement

Upgrade Your Fireplace to Improve Energy Efficiency

real fire, don’t despair.
Pellet and EPA-certified
wood inserts can be an
easy, clean and efficient
alternative as well.

In the pursuit of

/8 BLACK BEAR

L&

energy-efficiency, don’t
say goodbye to tradi-
tion. Instead, give your
fireplace a much needed
upgrade.

DRIVEWAYS * PARKING LOTS
GRAVEL HAULING * CURBING * ROADWAYS
PATCHING/REPAIR + SUBDIVISIONS

23 Years
Experience

/N

Q== OQLLLLY L\ Demolition Grading & Side Work
(828) 349-3370 - FRANKLIN, NC

CrBer applies only 0o Ningle:
included In the proms

SPXTM Series Tractors

All Steel Construction
Push Butten Starting (on select models)
Briggs & Stratton Professional Series ™ Engines.

Call for Details 2
526-4925

Guaranteed (Also known as chip and seal paving)
Less costly han asphall « N job ioo Large or os small
Narth Carolina ficensed and Insured

= FREE ESTIMATES »
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' GLASS » SHOWER DOORS * MIRRORS
H-'bnd E-‘Ja'd Windows & Doors = New Fonsiruction & Remodeling

‘WIU MARVIN- %

WerdEE ltt ]

Huad Franklin, N

L‘_)_Lﬁfil-h'\_

401 Wells Gr
B828=524-8208 v

N » 828:363-2000:

- 24-Hour WHMMH

Joe Morgan Custom Cabinetry
* Smr.e 1984 .

3D computer design

“Best reputation in the area”
www.jmcustomcabinetry.com
1617 Old Murphy Rd. Franklin, NC

828-369-9902

- Spring Home Improvement

Building a Pro Kitchen
for Less

(StatePoint) You may
not get paid for your culi-
nary efforts at home, but
you can still treat yourself
to a professionally outfit-
ted kitchen. If the idea of
financing this upgrade has
held you back in the past,
consider different options
that can help you affordably
transform your ordinary
space into the kitchen of
your dreams.

Amazing Countertops

If you've longed for
luxury granite countertops,
consider quartz, which of-
fers the same beauty as
granite at a fraction of the
cost. Since quartz is a du-
rable, non-porous
rial, countertops will be
easy to clean and maintain
over time, and resistant to
the nicks and stains caused
by everyday wear and tear,
making it a sound long-term
investment.

Quartz is available in
a variety of colors and pat-
terns, and by investigating
your options you can get the
look and feel that comple-
ments your kitchen.

Professional Range

To ensure you’re never
limited as a cook, start by
upgrading your cooking ap-
pliances, which are at the

mate-

heart of any kitchen.
One versatile range
option that deliv-
ers  top-of-the-line
professional perfor-
mance at a consum-
er-friendly price s
the Verona Dual Fuel
or all gas range, avail-
able in 24, 30 and
36 inch sizes. Sealed
burners pack plenty
of BTU power, de-
livering pinpoint
accuracy and flame
control for optimal
heat transfer. As a
result, foods cook
quickly and evenly
with less fuel than
standard burners.
ranges
are equipped with
full-width  storage
compatrtments,  as
well as  European
convection ovens
that circulate heated
air for more consis-
tent temperature, allowing
you to prepare your meals
faster than with a conven-
tional oven.

Inspited by profes-
sional-style Italian design,
Verona ranges can be tai-
lored to suit your kitchen
décor, with custom op-
tions such as round oven
handles, island trims and

Verona

brilliant colors. Whether
you prefer the professional
look of stainless steel or a
bolder palette such as bur-
gundy, white, antique white
or matte black, make your
kitchen pop both visually
and functionally with the
right pro-style range. More
information can be found
at http://veronaappliances.
com.

Task Lighting

Task lighting can be
a gorgeous, functional ad-
dition to any kitchen. And
these days, beautiful fixtures
can be purchased at any
price point and come in a
number of styles, both tra-
ditional and contemporary,
making it easy to add flair

and style to your kitchen
in a way that meets your
taste. In addition to your
ambient lighting, consider
installing a row of task
lights over your kitchen is-
land, above your sink, and
in or other key areas where
you do the most cooking
prep -- after all, this is how
the pros do it.

Equipping your
kitchen with the func-
tionality and beauty that
a professional chef enjoys
does not need to break
the bank. Operating with
budget,
you can make long-lasting
improvements  to
kitchen that are stunning,
functional and affordable.

a conservative

your
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- - - “Let me help you with your next remodeling pro, ject!”
Is Your Yard Wildlife-Friendly? o o

(StatePoint)  Being

|

a good neighbor means
more than being friendly
to the humans across the
street, it also means being
friendly to the animals in
your yard. Making your
yard a safe place for local
wildlife should be a top
lawn care priority.

With that in mind,
here are some tips for
creating a healthy habitat
for local critters.

Be a Valuable Rest
Stop

Stock your garden
with small native species
of trees, shrubs and flow-
ers to give wildlife needed
nourishment, as well as
cover from predators.

A source of water
can also be a great re-
source for visiting fauna.
Whether it’s a pond or
a bird bath, be sure this
zone is well-maintained
so you don’t inadver-
tently create a haven for
unwanted species. In the
warmer months when
mosquitoes are most ac-
tive, you should change
the bird bath water even
more often.

Promote Safety

A bitd feeder in your
backyard, full of water
and seeds, will be the per-
fect invitation for beauti-
ful migrating and local
birds to stop by.

Just be sure your
property is safe for birds.
Unfortunately, birds
don’t see clear glass. As
a result, millions of birds
die every year by striking
glass. Don’t let your slid-
ing glass doors or other
windows become a death
trap for birds.

To protect birds,

apply special decals that
reflect ultraviolet sunlight.
For example, those from
WindowAlert have the ap-
pearance of frosted glass,
but glow like a stoplight
for birds, so you don’t have
to compromise your own
view out your window. The
brand also makes a high-
tech liquid called Window-
Alert UV Liquid, which
should be applied between
decals.

“Wildlife can beautify
your garden and be a sign
that your yard is healthy”
says  Spencer  Schock,
founder of WindowAlert.
“But birds and other wild-
life need food, shelter, and
safety.”

Get out the binoculars!
With a few small actions,
you can make your yard or
garden a wildlife refuge.

You've worked hard to
make your house a home.

Your insurance should work hard, too.

STANBERRY * E

I NS URANCICE
Drunid mad by L n ek

141 MAIN 3T = HIGHLANDS
B2R.526.8939 « STANBERRY-INS.COM
&Fﬂaunu.mmfﬁm BERRAY INSURAMNCE

TIET el W s e Bt S e b e
........ o et 6o i o e e

828-342-3500 « kpick64@yahoo.com
43 Holt Road, Highlands
Like me on FaceBook « Kevin Pickett LLC

OTEiTo Plale GiSs Ors
Custom Shower Doors - Insulated &
Glass - Custom Mirrors - Tabletops,
Sun Rooms - Replacement of Fogged

(323} 349-0088 Insulated Units  payid Lewis, owner

3145 Old Murphy Road
www.glassshoppe.com

SJSTHE o
%—UMMER H@US}"‘_

PORCH & PATIO FEATURING

SUMMER&/CLASSIC

“Kipling Collection”
Open Mon.-Sat. 9a - Sp

2089 Dillard Road ® 828-526-5577
(2 miles from Main Street)

www.summerhousehighlands.com
r&) ail: summerhouseh1ghlands@brmemc,[ra6§-
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..NCACC continued from page 1

millions of dollars annually in sales tax rev-
enues through untaxed remote sales. State
estimates project an N.C. loss of nearly
$122 million annually, with losses growing
faster than the overall retail tax base. Col-
lecting remote sales taxes is not new tax or
a tax increase; these revenues are actually
already due and payable by law.

* Oppose Unfunded Mandates to
Counties - Reductions in federal spending
and deficits should not be accomplished
by shifting costs to counties, imposing un-
funded mandates, or preempting county
programs and taxing authority. We op-
pose any legislative or regulatory initiatives
that undermine local government decision

Owner/Stylist: Lacy Jane Vilardo
Stylists: Heather D. Escandon
& Maggie Rogers
Nail Tech: Jenna Schmitt

Creative Concepts Salon, Inc.

Open:
Tues-Fri: 9-5 ¢ Sat. 10-2

Tanning, too! Walk-Ins Welcome.

Upstairs and Across the Walkway at “Falls on Main” Highlands (828) 526-3939

Shear Elevations

Color, Cuts, Highlights, Perms, Manicures,
Pedicures, Acrylics & Gel Enhancements,
Up-dos and Facial Waxing
Owner/Stylist: Lisa L. Shearon; Stylist: Jane B. Earp; Stylist/Nail Tech: Kristi Billingsley;
Nail Tech: Katie Baker Passmore

828-526-9477 » 225 Spring Street, Highlands

Call for ap

appolntlnent
TODAY

Color, Cuts, Up Do’s, Highlights, Massage, Facials,

OPEN: Tuesday - Saturday at 10a

Located behind Highlands Decorating Center
on Highway 106 (The Dillard Rd)

(828) 526-4192

NC LMBT #1429

Matural Producks Store

Carrying a wide variety of natural

NECTARL )

Organic Fresh Juices & Smoothies
and Salads To Go!
526-5999
Corner of Foreman Road & Hwy 64 east
Mon-Sat 10a to 5:30p

Jproducts for your Mind, Body & Home.

COREY JAMES GALLERY
7th Annual

WINTER SALE
25%b0 - 75%0 Off
Open Everyday!

On the
corner of
3rd &
Spring

(828) &
526-4818 [

making authority and contribute to reduc-
tions to the economic prosperity and work-
force of North Carolina’s Counties.

* Protect Temporary Assistance for
Needy Families, Social Services Block
Grants, Food and Nutrition Service Pro-
grams, and the Public Health Fund - Coun-
ties are the first responders providing health
and human services to the public and, in
particular, our nation’s vulnerable popula-
tions - children, elderly and the chronically
ill. Many of these services are also man-
dated by federal law and therefore the fed-
eral government provides funding to assist
states and local communities in meeting the
demand for these services. The populations
that these programs help serve do not di-
minish with reductions in, or elimination
of, federal assistance, and thus counties are
forced to make up the difference.

* Support Federal Funding for Pay-
ment In Lieu of Taxes (PILT) and Secure
Rural Schools; Cooperative Extension Pro-
grams; Broadband Access in Rural Areas;
Community Development Block Grants
(CDBG); and Set-Asides for County Infra-
structure Projects - In both rural and urban
areas North Carolina counties throughout
the state rely on the federal-local partner-
ship that supports community and eco-
nomic development and public infrastruc-
ture. In recent years, the partnership, and
the economic vitality of NC counties, has
been threatened when efforts to trim the
federal budget have targeted these local
government programs.

* Support Realistic, Fair, and Enforce-
able Immigration Reform - While immigra-
tion is a federal responsibility, counties are
directly affected by immigration. Counties
are required by law to provide emergency
health, free eclementary and secondaty
education, and public safety to everyone
regardless of immigration status. North
Carolina Counties request that Congress
address and pass reasonable reforms to US
immigrations policy that will better assist
counties in delivering services to citizens.

* Oppose Expansion of Federal Con-
trol Under the Clean Water Act - The EPA’s
proposal to redefine “waters of the US.”
should be withdrawn until further analysis
and more in-depth consultation with state
and local officials can be completed. NC
Counties own water quality systems and
other infrastructure like roadside ditches,
stormwater systems, green infrastructutre
and drinking water facilities. The current
proposal will substantially increase the cost
of permitting and cause significant harm to
farmers, businesses and landowners.

* Preserve Tax-Exempt Status of Mu-
nicipal Bonds - Tax-exempt bonds were
written in the first tax code in 1913 and
are a well-established financing tool. They
are predominantly issued by state and lo-

cal governments, which are responsible
for 75% of all public facilities and infra-
structure. The interest exemption incen-
tives investors to invest in these securi-
ties. Without the exemption, the expense
of financing capital needs will increase
sharply, prohibiting the construction of
many infrastructure projects and leading
to additional state and local taxes.

* Support Increased Funding for
Military and Veterans Programs, Includ-
ing Impact Aid and Support Services for
Veterans - North Carolina is proud to be
one of the most military friendly states in
the nation. With that distinction, howevet,
also comes responsibility to care for the
men, women and their families while they
bravely serve and when they return. NC
counties cannot afford to bear that re-
sponsibility alone.

* Support reauthorization of the
Land and Water Conservation Fund,
and increased appropriations to LWCF
and the State Assistance Program - The
Land and Water Conservation Fund and
its State Assistance Program are paid for
with fees and permits from Outer Con-
tinental Shelf drilling. The only federal
program supporting state and local parks
and outdoor recreation, LWCF is set to
expire in 2015 and must be reauthorized
by Congtess. LWCE, and State Assistance
in particular, also receive far less annu-
ally than authorization levels allow even
though the Fund has a dedicated funding
source because the funding is diverted to
other purposes outside of what the law
intended.

* Support the Field EMS Innovation
Act - The legislation (H.R. 809/S. 2400
in 113th Congress) amends the Public
Health Service Act to designate the De-
partment of Health and Human Services
(HHS) as the primary federal agency for
emergency medical services (EMS) and
trauma care. It establishes the Office of
EMS and Trauma within HHS and gives
it responsibilities related to EMS.

* Support Legislation to End Human
Trafficking - According to the US. Gov-
ernment, thousands of women, men and
children are trafficked to the United States
for purposes of sexual and labor exploi-
tation. An unknown number of US.
citizens and legal residents atre trafficked
within the country, too, and the State
of North Carolina is no exception. NC
Counties support legislation that takes ac-
tion against human trafficking.

MC Commission Chair Kevin Corbin
said as a member of the Legislative Goals
Committee he was in the “front seat” and
in some ways the driver’s seat to influence
goals sent to Washington and Raleigh.

“I pushed hard for language asking

o See NCACC page 17
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What to do when you inherit a house

he host of the new sto-
ry-driven reality series
called Strange Inheri-

tance, Jamie Colby, recently
weighed in on the top seven
things you should do when
you inherit a home which was
quite interesting:

1. Check the title. Make
sure that the ownership is in
the name it is intended so that
it is freely transferable to you.

2. Make sure there are no
liens against the property. If
work has been done over the
years on the property or it was given as
collateral against any loan, there may be
banking institutions or individuals that
have a claim against your inheritance. You
will want to research this and have the es-
tate settle any claims before you consider
or attempt to sell, lease or transfer title to
the property.

3. Have a home inspection. Homes
held in the same family for years may
need some deferred maintenance issues
addressed. This will enhance the value
and your enjoyment if you keep it.

4. If you are refurbishing or selling
your inheritance, there are small things
you can do to enhance the value. A fresh
paint job, an upgrade of furniture, fresh
flowers and improvement of the land-
scaping will increase the appeal of your
new asset.

Jody Lovell
Highlands Sotheby’s
828-526-4104
highlandssir.com

5. Modernize where you
can. Updating a kitchen or
bathroom or even flooring can
make a huge difference in how
a property appears to others.
Even small changes such as
drawer handles and doorknobs
can revamp the look of a prop-
erty and bring it up to date.

6. Contact a broker or
have an appraisal. For tax pur-
poses, you will need an opin-
ion of the value of the home
at the time of death. Some
accountants will accept a Bro-
ker-Price-Opinion or some will require an
appraisal. Consult an attorney to learn of
any taxes you may owe as a result of your
home inheritance.

7. Check the attic and basement. The
garage and attic may hold hidden treasures
that you and your family may have for-
gotten about or never known. There may
be long-forgotten baseball cards, comic
books, coins, and other valuable items hid-
den away by loved ones and not necessarily
detailed in a will.

Happy hunting and home-owning!

Jody Lovell and her husband, Wood
Lovell, own Highlands Sotheby’s Interna-
tional Realty now over 20 brokers strong.
As the top-producing firm in Highlands in
2014, they stand ready to help with your
real estate needs. Please call them at 828-
526-4104.

..LETTERS continued from page 6

find a way to access the approximately 67 acres and summit of Satulah Mountain for all

the people to enjoy forever.

However, we would urge them to consider a long term plan which accommodates
the growth projections and tourist traffic Highlands is expected to have in future years.
We do not feel the best solution is the one that is currently proposed.

For over 100 years, people have accessed the Summit of Satulah Mountain via Satu-

lah Rd and Worley Rd. Private purchase of land along these private roads have stopped
access due to the problems car and people traffic have caused. This traffic affects their
enjoyment and peace of their homes, blocks access on their roads and created potential
security problems.

We do not understand why an existing problem should be moved into another
neighborhood. Satulah Ridge will encounter the same problems Worley and Satulah
roads have experienced. The most long range solution would be for these organizations
to work to acquire a permanent dedicated access to provide for ample parking and a trail.
For example, the side of Satulah Mountain on the Walhalla Road (NC 28) is much less
populated than the Highlands town side of the mountain.

Fact:

Satulah Ridge lot owners are bound by a Declaration of Protective Covenants filed
by Highlands South Properties, which is recorded in Book P-10 page 133, Macon Coun-
ty Registry of Deeds. These Restrictive Covenants pass with the sale of the home or

e See LETTERS page 22

PIZZA & ITALIAN
STREET FOOD AT

MOUNTAIN FRESH GROCERY

NEAPOLITAN PIZZAS
AUTHENTIC THIN CRUST PIZZAS WITH FRESH
HAND-CUT INGREDIENTS $11.95

CHOOSE CLASSICS LIKE:

RED MARGHERITA: FRESH MOZZARELLA, CRUSHED TOMATO &
FRESH BASIL

PANCETTA: PANCETTA, ROASTED RED PEPPERS, MUSHROOMS,
CRUSHED TOMATO & GRANDE MOZZARELLA

PROSCIUTTO ARUGULA:PROSCIUTTO DE PARMA, MUSHROOMS,
GARLIC INFUSED EVVO, PECORINO, & FRESH ARUGULA
TOSSED WITH EVVO

OR MODERN INTERPRETATIONS:

FIG & PIG: FIGS, PANCETTA, GRANDE MOZZARELLA, CRUSHED
TOMATO, GORGONZOLA, TOPPED WITH ARUGULA TOSSED IN
EVVO.

BBQ CILANTRO CHICKEN: PULLED CHICKEN, BBQ SAUCE,
GRANDE MOZZARELLA, RED & GREEN ONION, FRESH
CILANTRO.

...OR BUILD YOUR OWN.

N.Y. DECK OVEN PIZZAS
TO0/INCH $10.95 /16 INCH $19.95

CHOOSE YOUR SAUCE:
ITALIAN RED TOMATO, ITALIAN WHITE CREAM, PESTO BASIL,
OR BARBECUE

CHOOSE UP TO 5 TOPPINGS:

PEPPERONI, ITALIAN SAUSAGE, GROUND BEEF, HAM, BACON,
CHICKEN, CARAMELIZED ONION, FRESH ONION, ROASTED
RED PEPPERS, GREEN PEPPERS, BANANA PEPPERS, OLIVES,
MUSHROOMS, PINEAPPLE, SPINACH, EGGPLANT, ARTICHOKE,
ANCHOVIES, GRANDE MOZZARELLA, GORGONZOLA,
PROVOLONE, FETA, AND PARMESAN

ITALIAN STREET FOOD $70.95

LEMON ROSEMARY SAUTEED CHICKEN, CRISPY CHICKEN
FRITTE, ITALIAN SAUSAGE OR MEDITERRANEAN STEAK

ADD YOUR SAUCE: POMODORO, PESTO BASIL, ITALIAN WHITE
CREAM, CREAMY PESTO

THEN IT’S ALL SAUTEED WITH FRESH ANGEL HAIR PASTA,
TOPPED WITH PARMAGIANO & SERVED WITH FRESH BAKED
P/ADINA

PIZZA AVAILABLE FROM 11AM UNTIL CLOSE
EVERY DAY

STORE HOURS: OPEN MON - SAT 7AM, SUNDAY 8AM

CORNER OF FIFTH & MAIN, HIGHLANDS NC - 828.526.2400
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e THANK Youl! e

Any time is a good time to pack a shoe box!

THEBASCOM

A CINTER FOR THE VISUAL ARTS

/

[ ] 3
Youth Pottery
March 3, 19, 26, and April 2; 10 am - 12 pm
This This 4-week course is designed to gé:c ﬂfoun artists a foundation
in the ceramic traditions of our region. Eac
the previous week.

323 Franklin Roead
[-Iig]:]am'l& MNC 28741
B28-526-4949

www, thebascom.ong

bs o
[

week’s class will build on

Macon County Spring

Break

April 9-10;2-5 pm
This 2-day class that draws inspiration from professional fiber art
exhibitions on display in The Bascom galleries.

Camp: Dream Weavers

To register, please contact Anna Alig, Education Registrar, at
aalig@thebascom.org or 828.787.2865.

..MJAYOR continued from page 2

be good for a small resort town like High-
lands with robust sales tax collections. The
new formula would dramatically cutback
the town’s sales tax revenue. Compared
to other nearby areas with declining sales
tax, our collections increased about 15%
in the last year, so using the current for-

mula more revenue should come into the
town. With the per capita plan Highlands
could see even more taxes going down the
mountain to more populated areas.

When I communicated these concerns
to Bob Frye, the town manager respon-
sible for the budget, he too let me know

Dear Editor,

I’m writing to thank the residents of Highlands and Cashiers for their generosity in
helping needy children worldwide this Christmas season. Together we were able to col-
lect 857 in Highlands and 17,972 shoeboxes in Western North Carolina — which includes
Cherokee, Clay, Graham, Haywood, Jackson, Macon, and Swain Counties—filled with
toys, school supplies and hygiene items—for Operation Christmas Child, the world’s
largest Christmas project of its kind. We also want to share our US total of almost 8
million and World-wide total of over 10.4 million. For many children, these shoeboxes
will be the first gifts they have ever received.

Although our local drop-off locations here in Western North Carolina are closed
until November 2015, shoebox gifts can be packed any time. Operation Christmas Child
is a project of the international Christian relief organization Samaritan’s Purse, and gifts
are received year-round at its North Carolina headquarters (801 Bamboo Road, Boone,
North Carolina, 28607). People also still have plenty of time to get involved through the
project’s website, where they can pack a shoebox gift online.

To learn about year-round volunteer opportunities to serve with Operation Christ-
mas Child, visit samatitanspurse.otg ot contact me at wncocc@yahoo.com.

Thank you again to everyone who participated in this project. A simple gift, packed
with love, can communicate hope and transform the lives of children worldwide.

June C. Trull, WNC Area Coordinator
Operation Christmas Child

No more snow covered sidewalks

Photo by Jim Lewicki

Dear Editor,

Here is a HUGE shout out to the town for its new tractor which is cleaning all

thesidewalks in town. It saves us hours and hours with shoveling]

Richard Delany
President Old Edwards Hospitality Group

his concerns about this plan stewing in Ra-
leigh. Bob is already looking a contingen-
cies in a worse case situation. If the state
adopts this per capita formula, Highlands
could lose around $750,000. The new bud-
get could be pressed to fund substantial
infrastructure improvements, or just the
continuation of some services. We would
have to decide what to cutback or where to

increase taxes and fees.

One might say Highlands could be
caught in a trickle up and down revenue
conundrum. Tax revenues would trickle
up to big population areas and losses
would trickle down to the local level
where the hard decisions would have to
be made. I will keep everyone posted as
morte information becomes available.
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for federal and state lawmakers to
not send unfunded mandates to
local governments. We were suc-
cessful on both levels,” he said.
“Meeting with them personally,
we were able to explain the pro-
cess of getting ideas and goals
from all 100 NC counties. Our
collective voice is quite influen-
tial, much more so than a single
county speaking to an issue. We
had 11 issues that we in NC
pushed this year and were suc-
cessful in getting support from
our lawmakers on all 11.

MC County Manager Derek
Roland said preserving the coun-
ty’s Payments in Lieu of Taxes
(PILT) money and the need for
some federal money for roads in
Macon County were key issues
for him.

He said it was important for
the commissioners to lobby for
these funds because as a pub-
lic service organization, Macon
County’s number one priority is
to serve the citizens of Macon
County.

“Accounting for $337,000
of revenue in our current budget,

PILT funding plays a key role in
allowing us to provide these much
needed services,” he said.

For instance: This amount
would annually fund Macon
Counties legal, human resources,
and economic development de-
partments; it would pay the annual
salary of 10 Sheriffs Deputies; it
would pay the annual salary of 10
EMT Paramedics; and it would
annually fund Macon County’s ga-
rage.

“As you can see from these
examples, $337,000 goes a long
way in Macon County,” he said.
“Without these funds our only op-
tions would be to reduce services
or raise the current tax rate by ap-
proximately $.03 (3/10 of 1 cent).
Many urban counties with larger
cities get federal money for mass
transit such as the rail systems and
bus systems. Since rural counties
don’t get this money we are work-
ing through Mark to get some
money from the federal level for
our local roads in Macon County.”

Roland said the importance
of relationships is paramount and
the trip to and attending confer-

..SATULAH continued from page 9

problem of overflow parking
on the narrow road; problem
of using the parking area and
the woods as a toilet; parties at
night in the parking area, espe-
cially teenagers; runoff from the
watershed lot could form ponds
during heavy rains; and residen-
tial zoning doesn’t allow parking
lots.

Shaffner said the Greenway

..T'B continued from

ond largest revenue source after
property tax. Anything we lost
there would have to be made up
somewhere else or services cut.
Neither one of those options is
good,” he said.

MC  Commission  Vice
Chair Jim Tate said his initial
reaction is that he hopes it isn’t
true.

“It would be just another
example of the redistribution
of wealth to the metropolitan
areas. This could potentially be
devastating to our local govern-
ments,” he said.

Board met the day after the public
hearing and decided at this time
to withdraw the offer to purchase
the lots for the proposed Satulah
Ridge trail to give the homeown-
ers more time to form their asso-
ciation and talk about the project.

“We’ve written them a let-
ter explaining our decision and
we have sent Phil Whitaker, who
previously agreed to sell a lot to

page 8

MC Commissioner Ronnie
Beale and president of the North
Carolina Association of County
Commissioners (NCACC) said
this is almost the same tax reform
proposal that was put forward two
years ago.

“It did not gain any trac-
tion at that time. The NCACC is
monitoring all committee meeting
concerning tax reform; as of now
all looks OK, but as we have seen,
this can change very quickly. Any-
time those of us from rural coun-
ties hear talk of quota or popula-
tion-based proposals of any kind

ences such as the Legislative Con-
ference in Washington, allowed
Macon County to strengthen ex-
isting relationships and create new
ones.

“It is nice to be able to pick
up the phone and speak with our
Congressman or Senator when a
need arises locally. Both Thom
Tillis and Mark Meadows ex-
tended this offer to us when we
met personally met with them in
Washington,” he said. “The more
we network at conferences such
as this one in Washington the
more we are connected. The more
connected we become, the more
opportunities we have for col-
laboration and discussion. I feel
this collaboration and discussion
is key to efficient and effective
government.”

Corbin  said  face-to-face
meetings with NC senators and
congressmen was extremely help-
ful.

“We discussed several issues
specific to Macon County and
got the attention of our lawmak-
ers. One example, the USFS Mc-
Call cabin on Walden Way above
Dry Falls was put there by federal

the Greenway, a cancellation for
the contract on his property.
Whitaker has received and signed
it and is waiting for the Greenway
to sign it.

Meanwhile, the sign-out list
at the end of the hearing showed
three homeowners opposed to
the plan and 19 members of the
public in favor of it.

“To date, only 20 of the 42
homeowners to whom we sent

we are very concerned.”

He said he has met with Sen-
ator Bob Rucho who is pushing
this type of tax reform and has
expressed the county’s concerns.

“We will be watching,” he
said.

In Town Manager Frye’s re-
port he said the some town proj-
ects are behind schedule due to
weather. The intake valve project
on Lake Sequoyah has slipped be-
hind by three weeks, but since it’s
an 18 month project it should be
OK.

He said the field house at the
ballfield is on schedule as is the
floor and bleachers renovation at
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funds years ago but the work to
make it a destination spot was not
completed and it is not open. We
discussed this with Mark and he
made a call regarding this issue on
the spot.

Corbin said those who think
what happens in Washington and
Raleigh does not affect Macon
County are wrong,

“We must be involved with
our lawmakers in Raleigh and
Washington. In addition, by meet-
ing with them personally on their
turf, you accomplish two things
beyond the issues discussed. You
first let them know that it is im-
portant enough that you take the
time and effort to come see them.
Secondly, you build relationships
with those you need to work with.
It would be easy to think the only
way they affect us is when they
vote in session. Nothing could be
further from the truth. If we have
a relationship with these folks,
there are many ways they can
help us and our constituents with
many issues that arise where the
federal government has authority
or influence.

— Kim Lewicki

letters have expressed an opin-
ion about the project, and those
opinions are split evenly,” said
Shaffner.

He also said that some checks
for the purchase of the two lots —
as of yet, uncashed — have come
from Worley Road property own-
ers as well as those who don’t live
on Satulah at all.

“They all want the problem
solved. The public appears to

the Rec Park.

The Town Board was visibly
concerned when he announced
that the prefabricated glass panels
for the enclosed pool are behind
schedule with a chance the pool
won’t open May 31.

However, according to May-
or Taylor who discussed the issue
the following day, said Recreation
Director Lester Norris said the
prefabricated panels should arrive
in May and will be erected soon
after arrival.

“The problem is that it will
take longer to install the mechani-
cal heating and air systems. But
there is still the possibility of in-

LIFE WELL LIVED

Antiques Art [ewelry Gifts

Down ram Old Edwards Inn & Soa

828-526-2083 - LIKE US ON
ASHLEY@CKSWAN.COM _f

approve unanimously, whereas
some Satulah Ridge homeown-
ers, who will be directly affected,
have concerns about traffic, safe-
ty, and privacy, which the Green-
way takes seriously,” he said.

If a trail to the top of Satu-
lah is fated not to be, we’ll regret
it as a great loss to the public, but
work on the current Greenway
will continue.”

— Kim Lewicki

stalling the cover in May and
keeping the pool open during
the summer so swimming can
take place.

“Toward the end of the sea-
son, sometime in August, the fin-
ishing of the mechanical system
could resume,” he said. “This is
just an idea that is being consid-
ered. Nevertheless, I wanted to
clarify that according to my in-
formation the fabrication of the
pool building is underway and
the components should arrive
sometime in May.”

It is a three to four week
process to erect the structure.

— Kim Lewicki
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I must... I must

By Curtis Fussell
First Presbyterian Church
notable author named C. S. Lewis has written in
his book, “The Four Loves” about a particular
“love” called “affection.” He describes affection
as the good-will we practice between people in general.
The good-will we express towards people we work with
in the office or in a social setting. But Lewis is adamant
that this kind of love, this affection, is more than a feel-
ing. Lewis insists that affection simply cannot be based
merely on the feeling that: “I like that person.” Rather,
genuine affection also demands decency, common sense,
and reason.

Jesus once said “I must suffer, I must be rejected,
and I must be killed.” Jesus made this statement as a pro-
found, deep, and demanding action he had to take to ex-
press the love of God. It was the kind of demanding love
that is more than the expression of a “feeling.” Instead,
it expressed a demanding love that reaches out to benefit
others.

One of Jesus’ followers who sought to live out Jesus’
demanding love died recently. His name was Coach Dean
Smith. He was of course a celebrated basketball coach
at UNC-Chapel Hill. Yet, Dean Smith’s greatest accom-
plishments were off the court as a devoted follower of
Jesus Christ.

However, Dean Smith was not devoted to the ways
of Jesus in merely some pietistic fashion, “O, how I love
Jesus; ask me how I know he lives, he lives within my
heart”” No. Dean Smith expressed the love of Jesus that
says, “I must..., I must...” as an expression of God’s love
that demands action for the benefit of others.

For example, early in his career, Dean Smith hired
black athletes to play on his teams: one of the very first
major collegiate coaches to integrate athletic teams. Dean
Smith could have said, “I have a bad feeling that this ac-
tion will cost me my job.” But no, instead, Smith followed
Jesus’ demanding love. Dean Smith said, “I must place
these men on our basketball team.”

Another example early in his career was when Dean
Smith walked into a “white only” restaurant in Durham,
NC with two black friends who were pastors, during Jim
Crow days. Smith ordered a meal with his black friends,
and then they sat down to eat at one of the tables. Dean
Smith could have said, “T have a feeling this could turn
ugly. This could cost me more than the price of a ham-
burger, fries, and a drink.” But instead, Dean Smith, as a
follower of Jesus Christ, said “I must go, I must enter, I
must eat here in this place with these men as a protest
against racism.”

Dean Smith made a huge impact on the people who
played on his teams. All of them, as much as I have read,
say they loved the man because of his generous regard for
them and others.

Obviously Jesus’s gracious but demanding love drove
Smith to act in ways that expressed God’s gracious and
daring love. Dean Smith’s actions still provide profound
examples of God’s love for others that is more than a
feeling — it’s a doing and an action that is tangible for the
benefit of others.
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Proverbs 3:5
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John 3:16

BLUEVALLEY BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Oliver Rice, Pastor (706) 782-3965
Sundays: School: 10 a.m., Worship:1 |
Sunday night services every 2nd & 4th Sunday at 7
Wednesdays: Mid-week prayer meeting:7 p.m.
BUCK CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH
828-269-3546 * Rev. Jamie Passmore, Pastor
Sundays: School: 10 a.m.;Worship:| |
CHAPEL OF SKY VALLEY
Sky Valley, GA « 706-746-2999
Sundays: 10 a.m.:Worship
Holy Communion Ist Sunday of the month
Wednesdays: 9 a.m. Healing and Prayer w/Holy
Communion
CHRIST ANGLICAN CHURCH
Rector: Jim Murphy, 252-671-401 |
464 US Hwy 64 east, Cashiers
Sun.; 9:15a Christian Education at Buck’s Coffee Cashiers
Crossroads; 10:30a Faithful, Family Service w/ Music &
Communion.

Mon.: Bible Study & Supper at homes - 6 p.m.
CHRIST CHURCH OF THE VALLEY, CASHIERS
Pastor Steve Kerhoulas « 743-5470
Sun.10:45am, S.S 9:30am.Wed. 6pm supper and teaching.
Tues. Guys study 8am, Gals |10am.

CLEAR CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Jim Kinard
Sundays: School: 10 a.m.;Worship:| |
Wednesdays —7 p.m.

COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH
www.cbchighlands.com ¢ 526-4685
3645 Cashiers Rd, Highlands, NC
Senior Pastor Gary Hewins
Sun.: 9:30am: Sunday School
10:30am: Middle & High School; 10:45am: Child. Program,
10: 45am:Worship Service
Wed.: 5pm Dinner ($7 adult, $2 child), 6pm CBC
University
EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF THE INCARNATION
Rev. Bruce Walker ¢ 526-2968
Sundays: Education and choir rehearsal, 9 am, Holy
Eucharist Rite Il, (sanctuary),10:30
Wednesday: 10 a.m., Morning Prayer
Thursdays: Holy Eucharist, (chapel), 10 am
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH HIGHLANDS
828-526-4153 » www.fbchighlands.org
Dr. Mark Ford, Pastor
220 Main Street, Highlands NC 28741
Sun.:Worship 10:45 am; Sun.: Bible Study 9:30 am
Wed.: Men’s Bible Study 8:30 am; Prayer Mtg 6:15 pm;
Choir 5 pm
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Curtis Fussell & Emily Wilmarth, pastors
526-3175 « fpchighlands.org
Sun.:Worship: | | a.m.; School: 9:30
Mondays: 8 a.m.:Men’s Prayer Group & Breakfast
Wednesdays:Choir:5:30p
GOLDMINE BAPTIST CHURCH
(Off Franklin/Highlands Rd) ¢ Rev. Carson Gibson
Sunday School:10 am,Worship Service:I | am
Bible Study:6 pm
GRACE COMMUNITY CHURCH OF CASHIERS
Non-Denominational-Contemporary Worship
242 Hwy 107N, 1/4 miles from Crossroads in Cashiers
www.gracecashiers.com ¢ Pastor Steve Doerter: 743-
9814
Services: Sundays 10am - Wed. - 7pm; Dinner - Wed. 6pm
HAMBURG BAPTIST CHURCH
Hwy 107N. « Glenville, Nc  743-2729

Pastor Nathan Johnson
Sunday: School 9:45a,Worship | la & 7p, Bible Study ép
Wed. Kidsquest 6p.;VWorship 7p.
HIGHLANDS ASSEMBLY OF GOD
Randy Reed, Pastor828-421-9172 « 165 S. Sixth Street
Sundays:Worship:| |
HIGHLANDS CENTRAL BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Dan Robinson
670 N. 4th Street (next to the Highlands Civic Center)
Sun.: Morning Worship 10:45 a., Evening Worship, 6:30 p.
Wednesday: Prayer Service, 6:30 p.
HIGHLANDS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Pastor Paul Christy 526-3376
Sun: School 9:45a.;Worship 9:09,10:50.;Youth 5:30 p.
Wed: Supper: 5:15; youth, & adults activities: 6; Handbell
rehearsal, 6:15; Choir Rehearsal 7. (nursery provided );
7:00pm Intercessory Prayer Ministry
HOLY FAMILY LUTHERAN CHURCH:ELCA
Chaplain Margaret Howell * 2152 Dillard Road * 526-
9741
Sun: School and Adult discussion group 9:30 a.m.;
Worship/Communion:10:30
HEALING SERVICE on the 5th Sunday of the month.
MACEDONIA BAPTIST CHURCH
8 miles south of Highlands on N.C.28 S in Satolah
Pastor Troy Nicholson, (828) 526-8425
Sundays: School:10 a.m.;Worship:1 |, Choir:6 p.m.
Wed: Bible Study and Youth Mtg.:7 p.m.
MOUNTAIN SYNAGOGUE
St. Cyprian’s Episcopal Church, Franklin
828-369-9270 or 828-293-5197
MOUNTAIN BIBLE CHURCH
743-2583 * Independent Bible Church
Sun:10:30 a.m. at Big Ridge Baptist Church,

4224 Big Ridge Road (4.5 miles from NC 107)
Weds: Bible Study 6:30 p.m.;Youth Group 6 p.m.
OUR LADY OF THE MOUNTAINS CATHOLIC
CHURCH
Parish office (Father Francis): 526-2418
Mass: Sun: | | a.m.; Sat. at 4p
SCALY MOUNTAIN BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Marty Kilby
Sundays: School —10 a.m.;Worship —I | a.m. & 7
Wednesdays: Prayer Mtg.:7 p.m.

SCALY MOUNTAIN CHURCH OF GOD
290 Buck Knob Road; Pastor Jerry David Hall « 526-3212
Sun.: School: 10 a.m.;Worship:10:45 a.m.;Worship: 6 p.m.
SHORTOFF BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Rev.Andy Cloer
Sundays: School: 10 a.m.;Worship:| |
Wednesdays: Prayer & Bible Study:7
THE CHURCH OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD
1448 Highway 107 South, Office: 743-2359
Rev. Dr.Virginia Monroe
Oct-May: Sunday Services: Rite |, 8a Rite II, 10:30
June-Sept: Sunday Services: Rite |, 8a, Rite II, 9:15 & | la
Nursery available for Rite Il services
Sept 7- Oct 26-Informal Evening Eucharist-5:30 p.m.
Thursday: Noon Healing Service with Eucharist.
UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST FELLOWSHIP
85 Sierra Drive * 828-524-6777
Sunday Worship - || a.m.

Religious Education - | | a.m.- 12:15 p.m.

Youth 8th - 12th grade meets 2nd Sundays 5 - 7:30p
WHITESIDE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Rev. Sam Forrester/Cashiers
Sunday School:10 am,Worship Service:l | am
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The Highlands Police log
entries from Feb. 8 Only the
names of persons arrested,
issued a Class-3 misdemean-
or or public officials have
been used.

Feb. 8

¢ At noon, officers were
called about someone selling a
Rolex watch face to a jewelry
shop owner which had been sto-
len.

Feb. 13

* At 840 am, officers re-
sponded to a report of a simple
assault during a verbal dispute on
Church Street.

Feb. 14

¢ At |1:38 am,, officers re-
sponded to a two-vehicle acci-
dent on Spring Street.

* At 9:30 p.m., Danielle Ni-
cole Reese, 23, of Scaly Mountain,
was arrested for DWI, a hit and
run property damage, failure to
report an accident and DWVI.

* At 3:48 a.m., Stephen Nich-
olas Johnson, 28, of Highlands,
was arrested for possession of
a SCH !! and SCH IV controlled
substances and drug parapherna-
lia.

Feb. 16

* At 1:15 p.m, officers re-
sponded to a one-vehicle acci-
dent on US 64 west.

Feb. 17

* At 12:20 p.m., officers re-
sponded to a one-vehicle acci-
dent on US64 west.

* At 6:30 a.m,, officers were
called to Main Street Inn pertain-
ing to a burglary with non-forced
entry.

Feb.20

* At 12:15 p.m.,, officers re-
sponded to a two-vehicle acci-
dent in Highlands Plaza.

Feb.22

* At 9:30 a.m,, officers were
called about a burglary with
forced entry at the Highlands
Smokehouse ~ where  various
tools, $500, debit cards and ciga-
rettes were missing.

The Highlands Fire &
Rescue Dept. log entries

from Feb. I.

Feb. |

* At 1:04 p.m,, the dept. was
first-responders to a residence on
US. 64 west.

* At 9:31 am,, the dept. was
first-responders to a residence on
S.4th St.

Feb.2

* At 6:56 am,, the dept. was
first-responders to a residence on
Turtle Pond Road.

Feb.5

* At 455 p.m, the dept. re-
sponded to a chimney fire at a

residence on Dog Mountain Road.

Feb.8

* At 9:47 am.,, the dept. was
first-responders to a residence on
Highlands View Road.

* At 10:13 am, the dept.

stood by at the hospital for the
MAMA helicopter.

* At 1:29 p.m,, the dept. was
first-responders to a residence on
Shortoff Road.

Feb. 12

* At I:51 p.m,, the dept. pro-
vided mutual aid at a brush fire.

Feb. 14

* At 701 p.m,, the dept. was
called for mutual aid to the Scaly
FD but the call was cancelled.

* At 7:31 p.m.,, the dept. pro-
vided assistance removing a tree
that had fallen on US 64 west at
Dry Falls.

Feb. 18

* At 5:36 am,, the dept. was
first-responders to a residence on
Panther Mountain.

* At 7:32 am,, the dept. re-
sponded to a fire alarm at a resi-

dence on Moorewood Circle.

There as a structure fire and mini-
mal damage occurred.

* At 3:30 p.m,, the dept. re-
sponded to a Co alarm at a resi-
dence on Leonard Road.

* At 9:01 p.m,, the dept. re-
sponded to a fire alarm at a resi-
dence on Stonebridge Lane.

Feb. 19

* At 2:10 p.m,, the dept. re-
sponded to a possible structure
fire on 3R Lane but it was just
smoke from steam.

* At 446 p.m., the dept. was
first-responders to a residence on
Smallwood Ave.

Feb.20

* At 10:08 a.m., the dept. re-
sponded to a fire alarm at a resi-
dence on Cullasaja Club Drive. It
was due to a water flow valve.

* At 3:06 p.m., the dept. re-
sponded to a fire alarm at a resi-
dence on Sweetwater Circle.

Feb. 21

* At 6:46 p.m., the dept. pro-
vided assistance at a resident on
Cowee Ridge.

Feb.22

* At 2:30 am,, the dept. was
first responders to a residence on
Chestnut Lane.

* At | I:51 am, the dept. re-
sponded to a vehicle accident on
Turtle Pond Road.

* At 425 p.m,, the dept. re-
sponded to a fire alarm at the
Hospital.

* A little past midnight, the
dept.responded to a firealarmata
residence on Cullasaja Club Drive.

Feb.23

» At 2:28 p.m,, the dept. re-
sponded to a fire at a residence
on Blue Valley Road where a wood
splitter was on fire..

* At 8:47 p.m.the dept. pro-
vided mutual aid on a fire in a barn
in scaly Mountain.

Feb. 24

* At 9:31 am,, the dept. was
first-responders at a residence on
Foreman Road.

* At 12:451 p.m,, the dept. re-
sponded to a vehicle accident on
Buck Creek Road.

* At 10:13 p.m., the dept. was
first-responders to a residence on
Wahoo Trail.

Feb. 25

* At 419 p.m,, the dept. re-
sponded to a chimney fire at a
residence on BlueValley Road.

* At 5:01 p.m, the dept. re-
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Feb.27

* At 420 p.m,, the dept. re-
sponded to a fire alarm on Main
Street.

Feb. 28

* At 423 p.m,, the dept. re-

sponded to a vehicle accident on
Rhododendron Drive.

March |

* At 12:28 p.m, the dept.
walked a hiker out of the Glen
falls area.

Therapy

e Dental Implants e Root Canal

e Single Visit Crowns
e Orthodontics including Invisalign
e Wisdom Teeth Extractions
and of course Fillings and Cleanings.
(IV Sedation, too)

You are only 50 miles away from 30 years experience in top-
notch, high-tech, one-stop dentistry known for its gentle touch.

706-886-9439 ¢ 800-884-9439

www.WilbanksSmileCenter.com /

Dr. Joseph H. Wilbanks, D.D.S.
278 East Doyle St. » Toccoa, GA

COMPLETE DENTAL CARE UNDER ONE ROOF.

r"""""-—-—J
—

WILBANKS SMILECENTER
Pty

Liposuction slims and reshapes
specific areas of the body
by removing excess fat deposits
and improving your body
contours and proportion.

Call for your appointment to consult with
Dr. Buchanan about this in-office procedure.

Center

for

sponded to a vehicle accident at
US 64 east and Buck Creek road.
Feb.26
* At 1:20 p.m,, the dept. was
first-responders to a residence on
Old Walhalla Road.

Plastic Surgery

209 Hospital Dr., Suite 202, Highlands, N.C. 28741
526-3783
Toll Free: 877-526-3784
www.PlasticSurgeryToday.com
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Loma Linda
% Farm g

Dog Boarding ¢ Day Care
Pastoral Parks

In Home and Leash-free
Lodging in the lap of luxury.

(828) 421-7922
Highlands, NC

LomaLindaFarm@frontier.com
www.lomalindafarm.com

NC License # 10978

Piano Lessons by Frank Armato
Stetson Univ. Graduate « BM Piano Performance
Music Theory » 50 Years Experience
Accepting Students of all Levels
(828) 342-2470 » 422 E. Palmer St., Franklin, NC

Deluxe, Indoor
Climate Controlled Self Storage

With covered loading zone

. Umts Avallable .

Highlands Storage Village
526-4555 « Cashiers Rd.

Highlands Automotive

Service
&
Repair

$28.787-2360 B

2851 Cashiers Road ¢ highlandsautomeotive.com

NC
Inspection
Station

CHESTNUT STORAGE

Storage Units Available
Secure 24 Hour Access
Easy In - Easy Out
Great Rates - Great Terms

< Larry Houston
Rock Work

Call today to find out why we’re
“Highland’s Premier Facility”

828-482-1045

Walls e Fireplaces e Patios e Piers
All Rock Work e Stucco

(828) 526-4138 or (828) 200-3551

Look for our sign!

10890 Buck Creek Rd. - 1/2 mile off Cashiers Rd near the hospital

You know us as RUNNERS,
but don't forget we are also 5=
NC REAL ESTATE BROKERS. @ %
You can count on us every
step of the way to get you to
the finish line. We train hard
for races, and we will work
equally hard for you.

Grading & Excavating * Certified Clearwater Contractor
www.wilsongrading.com

Richard Betz 828-526-5213
Martha Betz 828-200-1411
Country Club Properties
betzrealtor@gmail.com

Edwin Wilson Phone (828) 526-4758

wilsongradin ahoo.com Cell (828) 421-3643
|

'ﬁmr J&M Towing

Jovine Service

P ~—____Owner-Operator

8 |\ Jeff Miller

5 new log cabins
nestled in the
lfemlocks on 25 acres af]

Local and Long Distance Hauls
526-0374 * 342-0583

Allan Dearth & Sons

Generator
Sales & Service, Inc.

828-526-9325
Cell: 828-200-1139

Upholstery & Fabric
Outlet

» Residential or

email: allandearth@msn.com . 832????;;8
Experience
\ MEADOWS * Fast and
o Dependable
i MOUNTAIN REALTY « FREE Estimates
B Where clients come first! * FREE Pick-up and
i Delivery
Memitt Shaw (Owners: Morris & Rachel Bible)
AWE 828.421.7593 (864) 638-9661 cell: (864) 710-9106
Merritt@meadowsmtnrea[ty,com 102 S. College Street « Walhalla, SC
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..LAZARUS continued from page 1

drug overdose is preventable. It is a secular, non-profit
organization that provides technical assistance to com-
munity groups and clinicians and attempts to empower
communities and individuals to prevent drug overdoses
and meet the needs of those living with chronic pain
through data and compassion.

North Carolina has higher than average overdose
death rates. According to the North Carolina Division
of Public Health, more than 1,000 people die from drug
overdoses in North Carolina. Neatly all of these deaths
involve prescription opioid pain relievers (like methadone
and oxycodone, fentanyl, morphine, tramadol or hydro-
morphone, collectly called “other and synthetic narcot-
ics.”

Becky Barr, Information Officer at the Public Health
Center said Macon County became involved in Project
Lazarus recently when grant funding was offered by the
organization to local communities.

“The Macon County Substance Abuse Task Force
developed the action plan for the grant proposal and Ma-
con County Public Health agreed to serve as the fiscal
agent, since the Task Force itself is not incorporated or a
501¢3,” she said.

Some things proposed locally to implement the
program are recruitment and advocacy for “Managing
Chronic Pain” Training. This training was held in Macon
County on November 19, 2013. The audience invited
included prescribers including specialists, primary care
physicians, emergency room doctors, hospitals, midlevel
providers, dentists, pharmacists, nurses, case managers,
nursing home and family care home administrators, be-
havioral health and other healthcare providers treating

SERVICE DIRECTORY/
BUSINESS CARD ADS

$17 per week BW
$22 per week Color

CLASSIFIED ADS
$6 for 10 words
29 cents for each additional
word.
$2 for yellow highlight

Come to the shop
at
The Falls on Main
Everything
half price through
March!

|
Lisexd Biosokcs amad Wiooe:

“Falls on Main"
555 Main St.

patients experiencing acute or chronic pain. The training
was hosted by MAHEC and Community Care of NC.

The program content included the nature of chronic
pain and the role of opioids in its management; Adequate
assessment and risk stratification: Indications and contrain-
dications for safe opioid use; Informed consent, treatment
agreements and establishing realistic goals for an opioid
trial; Time efficient monitoring to maintain safety and ef-
fectiveness; Adapting treatment, intervening when needed,
and when and how to stop prescribing opioids.

Project Lazarus partnered with Macon County Pub-
lic Health, the Macon County Child Fatality Task Force,
Macon County Sheriff’s Department Substance Abuse
Task Force and the PE.A.C.E. Foundation to host “The
Bedroom Project” in September 2014. This was a free (for
participants) interactive presentation using a “travelling
bedroom” to teach parents where children might be hiding
prescription drugs.

The grant purchased a medication disposal contain-
er which is located at the Franklin Police Department. It
also provided partial funding for the Youth Risk Behavior
Survey in Macon County. This survey was offered to all
6th-12th graders in Macon County. The survey contained
questions about drug use.

A community forum will be hosted in April, 2015.
This forum will provide education materials and informa-
tion about the safe storage and disposal of medications
and encouraging people to take their medication correctly
and never share prescription medications. It will also pro-
mote Operation Medicine Drop in Franklin and High-
lands.

The grant will sponsor a youth advocacy training con-
ducted by Y.E.S. (Youth Empowered Solutions) sometime
in May or June of 2015. All of the activities have been
completed with the exception of the last two items and
ultimately funded by Project Lazarus.

Each county in North Carolina was allowed to apply
for a variety of funding activities. Macon County applied
for a variety of activities that focused on primary preven-
tion. The activities selected would address both legal and
illegal use. Some of these activities provided training for
health care professionals, some provided parent and youth
education and some focused on preventing misuse of pre-
scription drugs by promoting adequate disposal.

Grant funding was offered to all 100 counties in
North Carolina including Macon County. There are no as-
sociated costs to the public.

_* BusiNEss/ORGANIZATION NEWS ®

Cashiers home-schoolers
learn about bears

Photo by Cynthia Strain

On Feb. 6, Cynthia Strain with the B.E.A.R. Taskforce
and Steve Day presented a children’s program about bears
at the Cashiers Rec Center for 20 home-schooled children.

Through a power point program and Day’s acting, the
children were taught the wrong and right ways to react if
they see bears in the woods. The kids got the message loud
and clear, and just in case they forgot anything, they were
sent home with brochures, puzzles and games about bears.

Highlands-Cashiers Hospital
Receives New Beds

Highlands-Cashiers Hospital has received a generous
contribution to purchase five state-of-the-art beds that
improve the care for patients at the local hospital. The
gift was made possible by the Tarver Family Foundation
Charitable Trust.

The new beds are Hill-Rom Accumax Quantum
beds with continuous care for safe skin. One feature
includes built-in scales so that if a patient is unable to get
out of bed, staff can still assess their weight and provide
appropriate medical care. In addition, the new beds provide
uninterrupted pressure redistribution which helps prevent
any breakdown of a patient’s skin.

“These new beds are a great addition to Highlands-
Cashiers Hospital. They will provide greater comfort and
improved care to our patients,” stated Kathy Crist, RN,
Director of Patient Care Services. “Highlands-Cashiers
Hospital staff greatly appreciates the generosity of the
Tarver Family Foundation Charitable Trust which provided
this funding,” added Crist.
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HELP WANTED

CHEF NEEDED FOR CREEK-
SIDE RESTAURANT IN HIGH-
LANDS. Experience, creativity and en-
thusiasm are necessary. Call Bob for an
interview, 828-526-9822. (st. 2/26)

MOUNTAIN FRESH GROCERY
is accepting applications for full-time posi-
tions as a coffee/ barista server. Contact
Don at 828-526-2400.

MANAGER & SALES ASSOCI-
ATES NEEDED FOR BARDO,a retail
furniture and home accessory store. Full
and part time positions in our Cashiers
& Highlands locations are available. Send
resume Bardo49nc@gmail.com (828) 482-
2410. (st.2/12)

WOLFGANG’S RESTAURANT
now hiring experienced waitstaff and line
cook. Please call Jacque at 828.526.3807
(st. 2/29)

FULL TIME GRILL AND PIZZA
POSITIONS available at Mountain Fresh
Grocery. Please apply in person or email
jobs828@gmail.com

LOCAL CHURCH SEEKS FlI-
NANCIAL MANAGER/BOOKKEEP-
ER — Community Bible Church is hiring a
full-time financial manager and bookkeeper.
Interested parties can submit resumes
to CBCFinanceResumes@gmail.com
Job responsibilities will include accounts
payable and receivable, budget tracking,
payroll, financial reports, banking, insurance
management, and asset tracking. Full and
working knowledge of QuickBooks and
Excel is required. Awareness of specific
accounting and reporting requirements
for churches is a plus. Salary determined
by level of experience. (st. 2/15)

RESIDENTIAL FOR RENT

HOME FOR RENT: Three Bed-
room home, 3 miles from town. Beauti-
ful terrace and yard, pond and mountain
views. Available seasonally or year round.
Call 828-421-4681 (st.2/29)

YEAR-ROUND FURNISHED
RENTAL in Highlands Falls Country
Club. Nice 3 br/2 basingle family GolfVilla.
$1,200 per month. Call Lynn Kimball at
MeadowsMountain Realty. 828-421-8193
(st. 1/29)

GREAT, 2 BEDROOM APART-
MENT, Main Street Highlands. Central
heat/air, full kitchen, high ceilings, laundry
and more. Call John Dotson at (828) 526-
5587 (st. I/15)

2 BR, | BA. APT. FOR RENT.
DOWNTOWN, 2nd floor, washer/dry-
er, unfurnished. $725 plus utilities. (828)

526-9227. (st. 10/30)
SAPPHIRE NC. Partitioned Home
for lease - 2 Bedroom (mountain views)

with 2-car Garage. Easy access Sapphire
NC.561-346-6400 (1 1/20)

VACATION RENTAL

HIGHLANDS VACATION RENT-
AL DOWNTOWN. 2/2 updated in 2014
with luxury master bath, king bed, marble &
SS kitchen. Second floor condo two blocks
off Main. Renovated like an Old Edwards
Suite! W/D in unit, flat screen T.V,, gas fire-
place, off street parking. Available weekly
$1,000 plus utilities.Call 828-352-8519 .
(st. 12/25)

LOTS/LAND FOR SALE

LAND FOR SALE IN CLEAR
CREEK:?2.18 acre parcel has road frontage
on MackWilson Rd. $17,000.Any reasonable
offers will be considered. Call 828-526-2874.
(st. 10/23)

FOR SALE BY OWNER -3 building
lots in the gated community of Rustic Falls.
Macon County tax records value at $51,000
each. Must sell due to health reasons.Asking
$15,000 each. Call owner at 803-640-6004.
(St. 5/1)

ITEMS FOR SALE

110/22 ENEREC EMERGEN-
CY GENERATOR WITH AUTOMAT-
IC SWITCH. Will require Lic. Electrician
to remove. Leaving property. Take advan-
tage of this fantastic offer. $750 or best of-
fer. Call 828-526-0502. (st. 1/29)

BRASS KIN IZE BED WITH
NEW MATTRESS. $200. 828-526-0502.
(ST. 1/29)

- Mink with Fox Collar.
Like new - $2300. 828 526-4818 (st. 12/25)

SAMSUNG 55” FLAT SCREEN
TV W/50” STAND. $400. In Otto. 828-
349-1453. (12/18).

PIANOS FOR SALE - 2 consoles,
| spinet, | upright, | electric organ, $150
each,all 5 for $500. Call 526 4818 (st. 10/23)

WORMY CHESTNUT FOR SALE:
Approximately 300 square feet of %4 wormy
chestnut wainscot milled and finished. Board
length 36”’; width varies from 4” to 8”.$2800
lot price. 404-944-5298 (st. 3/20)

SERVICES

PIANO LESSONS with Marquita.
Adults and Children. Cal 910-548-2719.
(st. 2/26)

ERAMING BY ALLEN REESE. 3| years
experience. Call 828-526-3750. (3/19)
a New
Day Spa in Highlands Off US 64 east (next
to Highlands Falls Country ClubOpening
Special $40 for 50 minutes www.zenspaby-
angeljoy.com ph.919-413-7411 (st.2/12)
ALL AROUND OFFICE LU-
TIONS - Bookkeeping Services, Payroll
Prep, Payroll Tax Prep, Billing Services,
Virtual Assistant, Data Base Management,
Administrative Services, Research Assistance,
Quickbooks Set-up and Training. Call Mary
James at 828-421-0002 or email mjames@

allaroundofficesolutions.com (st. 1/15)
HIGH COUNTRY PHOTO/KEVIN

VINSON: scanning photos, slides & nega-

tives to CD or DVD for easier viewing.Video

transfer to DVD. Everything done in house.

Leave message at 828-526-5208. (st. 12/4)
1 PAYTOP DOLLAR for premium low
mileage automobiles 828-347-6600. (st. 6/5)
HIGHLANDS-CASHIERS
HANDYMAN: Repairs, remodeling, paint-
ing, pressure washing, minor plumbing and

electric, decks and additions. Free Estimates.

Insured. Call 421-4667. (10/23)

HIGHLANDS TAXI & SHUTTLE:

Let Charlie Dasher handle your transporta-
tion whether it’s to the airport, a special
event, or just around town.Van service for

weddings. Licensed and insured. 526-8645.

(st. 7/18/13)
MOLD AND MUSTY SMELL IN

YOUR HOME? Call for free inspection.

828-743-0900.
RESIDENTIAL FOR SALE

TWO LAND PARCELS JOINED.

NC tract consists of 25.75 acres and a farm
house. GA parcel consists of 54 .18 acres, 3
bed/2 bath, full basement, two car garage, 2

barns and 2 outbuildings. Land has pasture,

agricultural forestry and 2 creeks. Located
in Clear Creek area. $925,000. For more
information contact FranWilson at 304-6 1 5-
3553.(st. 2/12)._

12 SHARES AND LOTS IN

CHESTNUT COTTAGES MOA, INC.
ON CHESTNUT STREET, totaling ap-

proximately one acre. Fully approved for 12
park model RV-cottages with all hookups in
place. Also includes two, IBR park model

RV-cottages in place, ready to use or rent.

This is a beautiful creek front setting in an up

trending neighborhood in the heart of town,
and is only a very short walk to Main Street.

Don’t miss this unique business opportunity
for a wonderful extended family compound,
or affordable rental units. REDUCED!
$895,000 / Brokers protected. Some owner
financing considered. Contact Charlie at:
828-526-8645 or 828-200-2194 (st. 2/12)

LARGE, SPACIOUS HOME on
2+ acres within city limits on Cook Road.
Price negotiable. Call 828-526-2720. (2/26)

CABINS FOR SALE/RENT. lo-
cated on Sawmill Road in Clear Creek.4.63
acres. Call 828-526-2720.Price Negotiable.
(2/26)

2BED/2BATH 1.20 AC. Fantastic
views & Privacy $88,999. Call 482.2050
706.782.9728. Cypresslanesale@facebook.
(st. 8/7)

2BR/IBA HOME. Clear Creek Road.
New exterior paint, inside paint, Brand
new appliances, new flooring throughout.
$165,000. (828) 526 2288/ (828)482-2385.
(st. 9/25)

SECLUDED, BUT JUST MIN-
UTES TO TOWN, Adorable two bed-
room home with great views and outdoor
living spaces. Call 828-421-4681. (st. 5/29)

..LETTERS continued
from page 15

lot. These Covenants which were filed on
July 24, 1975, are still in effect.  Para-
graph 1 of these Covenants limits the use
of lots to residential purposes only. We are
all zoned R-1. The proposed use by the
Greenway falls outside of the permitted
use and violates our protective Covenants.
In other wotds, the sale of lots 53 and 54
for any purpose other than single family
homes is not right.

We are personally perplexed as to why
the Greenway people have been working
on this plan for two years and we have only
been given six weeks’ notice. Attending a
meeting in Highlands when most of the
homes have been winterized and closed
up causes us additional expense and travel.
This meeting should have been scheduled
for the summer months when most resi-
dents are there.

Our Restrictive Covenants are in
force to protect our lifestyle, our home,
our investment, and our right to privacy
and any future infringements or violations.

We hope the Greenway and Land
Trust find a long term solution that will
not impact the daily life of all Satulah
Ridge, Lucas Lane, Lynn Lane and Red
Bird property owners.

Kenneth and Kathryn Dohn
Highlands
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BARBER, TOO!
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Iﬂ with Cirino at

'M Michael’s Hair
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/
@ or cell (772) 532-0706
$15/men

828-526-2590 « mainstreet-inn.com
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hambers Realty
& Vacation Rentals

Homes and Land For Sale
Vacation Homes for Rent
526-3717 OR 888-526-3717
401 N 5th St, Highlands
www.chambersagency.net

Country Club Properties
“Your local hometown
Real Estate professionals.”
3 Offices 828-526-2520

www.CCPHighlandsNC.com

Highlands Mountain Realty

Andrea
Gabbard
Broker/Owner
828-200-6742

e

e
Oriental Rug

Gallery
526-5759

Main St, Oak Square,
Mon-Sat, 10-5
Sun. 12-4 0

Hardware

THE PECOPLE YOU TURN ToO.
THE BAMK YOU TRUS T
BO0438.2265
WIAW AMACORNE AN COM
MEMBER FDIC
Eyial HOUSING LENDER

LAND K

SILVER EAGLE GALLERY

Native Amercan Steding Silver Jewelry
@ Crystals, Gems & Minerals

3

370 Main Shreel, Highlands, NG 828.526.5190
www slivereaglegalleny.com

REALTY GROUP
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BRIAN RENFRO
828-226-0118

brianrenfro@gmail.com
www.brianrenfro.com

Lost Hiker

Open
5p to 2a
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Monday

$3 Wells & Free Pool
Tuesday

$4 Wells, Fireball &
Karaoke

{ Please Support Our
Advertisers - They
Make It All Possible

But you can call me James.

» Computer Sales
» Computer Services

» Computer Parts
é 526-1796
479 South St., Ste. 5 « Highlands NC

Celebrating our 20th Season!

Bistro Service Starts at 4p
Dining Room Starts at 5:30p

474 Main Street ¢ 828-526-3807

www.wolfgangs.net ¢ Find us on FaceBook

REAL ESTATE GROUP

Pam Nellis, Broker
0: 828.743.1999
C: 828.787.1895

Wednesday
$4 Jagerbombs &
Free Pool
Thursdays
$6 Long Island Ice Tea
& Pool Tournament
Friday
$4 Fireball &
Live Music
Saturday
$5 Fireball &
Live Music
Sunday
$3 Wells & Free Pool

Sat., Feb. 21

Tues., Mar. 17

www.thelosthikers
bar.com
www.facebook.com/
The Lost Hiker
475 Carolina Way
828-526-8232

Silver, Creek

Email: Pam@ncliving.com
Website: www.ncliving.com



BROKERS:
Jim Kinard
828-371-8993
Julie Osborn
828-200-6165
Sherman Pope
828-342-4277
Cy Timmons
828-200-9762
Sheryl Wilson
828-337-0706

Elﬁx?/ﬁféé%;&
REALTY GROUP

www.patallenrealtygroup.com

828-526-8784
295 Dillard Road
pat.fallen@gmail. com

Pat Allen
Broker-in-charge
Cell: 828-200-9179
Office: 828-526-8784

H.
-
-

FEATURED BROK

Doug Helms
BROKER @"i@t'
CELL: 828-226-2999 o
Doug@DougHelms.com W
LAND K = J
REALTY GROUF “Professional Real Estate
Amwm"‘iﬁm'll ConMpaNY Services at a Higher LEVEV

www.BockBuilders.com

DAVID Highlands

BOCK
BUILDERS
828-526-2240

Sotheby’s

#1

Broker

JACKSON

Open

7 Days a Week.

10a to 4p
828-524-5850

www.jacksonholegemmine.com

WHITE

“Invest in Highlands, NC Real Estate ...

Susie deVille
Broker-in-Charge
(828) 371-2079

Highlands/Cashiers
2010-2014 per

HOL E ; HCMLS

PHoane '

...0n the Gorge Road

Jody Lovell
828-526-4104
highlandssir.com

QAK

R E A f G R O U

and Invest in Your Life.”™

Emily Chastain
Operations Manager
(828) 200-6277

Wick Ashburn
Broker
(828) 421-0500

Leslie Cook
Broker
(828) 421-5113

Tara Ray
Executive Assistant
(828) 371-1622

WhiteQakRG.com

(828) 526-8118 « 125 South 4th Street

@"aaw

Join us for our 31st year

Opening Friday, March 20!

Serving Dinner from 5 p.m.
Friday-Sunday1

Please call for reservations

526-4906

: 343-D

526-4035

Lunch daily
11la-4p
/ Dinner
. . = Mon.-Sat.
CLOSED Wednesdays
www.wildthymegourmet.com

...on the Verandah
Restaurant
on Lake Sequoyah
828-526-2338
for Dinner at
5:30p.
Tues. thru Sat.

Closed Sun. & Mon.
www.ontheverandah.com

Open

MCCULLEYS
: CASHMERE

Scotland’s Best Knitwear
4 Open 7 days a week
526-4407
“Top of the Hill”
242 S. 4th St.




