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When industries are still fight-
ing to recover from the great reces-
sion, tourism stands as one of  the 
few industries that continues to 
thrive. Based on a study conducted 
by Steve Morse’s tourism course 
at Western Carolina University, 
tourism continues to be a driving 
economic incentive for much of  
Western North Carolina, including 
Macon County. 

Looking at figures from 2013, 
tourism related spending increased 
by $27 million from 2009 to 2013. 
In 2013, spending hit $141 mil-
lion, continuing the yearly trend of  
growth in the tourism industry. 

“Tourism continues to have 
a major impact on the Highlands 
economy,” said Bob Kieltyka, Pres-
ident of  the Highlands Chamber 
of  Commerce. “From the begin-
ning, Highlands was built and mar-

Thanks to 
tourism, 

Maconians 
pay less in 

taxes

Following days of  plaintive 
cries, the crew of  All Seasons 
Landscape heeded the call and 
rescued a tiny bear cub they found 
in a tree in the Highgate commu-

nity of  Highlands.
The week of  Thursday, April 

23, the crew, which was working at 
a home across from Summit Trail, 

Stranded cub is rescued

Though the final word on 
the property valuations isn’t ex-
pected until June, the town is 
moving forward with its budget 

deliberations based on the worst-
case scenario of  7.5% decrease in 
value – hence a decrease in prop-
erty tax returns.

To maintain a revenue neutral 
budget – that is, getting as much 
revenue from property taxes prior 
to the reval – a 1.4 cent property 

tax increase will be levied – 16.9 
cents per $100 valuation which 
is up from the current 15.5 cents 

Town Board considering tax and fee increase  
scenarios while finalizing the 2015-’16 budget

Macon County Commis-
sioner Ronnie Beale and County 
Manager Derek Roland joined 
around 300 commissioners from 
across North Carolina in Raleigh 
last week for County Assembly 
Day. 

“We were fortunate to have 
the opportunity to meet with our 
state elected officials and talk 
about pending legislations that 
could have adverse impacts on 
Macon County,” said Roland. 

Organized by the North 
Carolina Association of  Coun-
ty Commissioners, (NCACC) 
County Assembly Day is billed as 
an opportunity for local officials 
to meet legislative leaders and 
members of  their own delega-
tions.

“It was interesting to watch 
Macon County Commissioner 
Ronnie Beale introduce Governor 
Pat McCrory, and other leaders 
like the Speaker of  the House,” 

said Roland. “As President of  the 
Association, Commissioner Beale 
has done a tremendous job mar-
keting Macon County to not just 
county commissioners across the 
state, but also to the leaders in Ra-
leigh.”

Commissioner Beale in-
formed his fellow board members 
Tuesday night during their May 
meeting, that after Governor Mc-
Crory announced a $400 million 
budget surplus, county leaders 
quickly asked that those funds be 
returned to the state lottery funds. 

“Today, counties are getting 
about 17.9 percent of  the revenue 
generated through the lottery, and 
when it was sold to citizens, it was 
promised that 40 percent would 
return to the county,” said Beale. 
“After the announcement of  the 
budget surplus, we immediately 
asked for the money to be re-
stored, but I am afraid that fell on 

Beale, Roland represented 
Macon County at County 

Assembly Day 
Leaders push for return of Lottery funds and status 

of Sales Tax bills
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Summit’s 
budget  4x 

greater than 
MC Schools’

In the May 7 edition of  Highlands 
Newspaper, Summit Charter School’s 
budget figure was wrong. We wrote: Sum-
mit Charter School, whose website has a 
lengthy list of  “partnerships” associated 
with the financial backing of  the facility, 
has a current enrollment of  197 students, 
and an annual budget of  $196 million. 

The annual budget figure should have 
been $1.96 million. 

We regret the error and are happy to 
set the record straight.

X
•CorreCtion•

Dear Editor,
A headline on the front page of  your 

May 7th issue is not factual. Summit Char-
ter School’s budget is not four times greater 
than Macon County. The article stated that 
Summit’s budget is $196 million annually, 
also not factual. 

Summit’s actual budget for 2014/15 
was $1.96 million, of  which $7,259 per 
student came from local, state and federal 
taxes. Macon County School district re-
ceived $8,889 per student from local, state 
and federal taxes. ($40 million divided by 
4,500 students), 

North Carolina law requires that the 
money follow the student. 

Macon County School District com-
pensates Summit for the students who at-
tend Summit, just as Jackson and Transyl-
vania counties compensate Macon County 
School District for their students who at-
tend Highlands High School. The money 
follows the student. 

If  the Macon County students who 
are now attending Summit decided to at-
tend a Macon County School instead, they 
would no longer have to send Summit the 
per child allowances but they would have to 
send it to the school in which the students 
enrolled. No savings. No pennies pinched. 
The money follows the student. 

 Summit Charter School is a pub-
lic school. Like all North Carolina pub-
lic schools, there are financial challenges. 
Since Summit receives only approximately 
80% of  what non-charter schools receive, 
we must rely on generous businesses and 
individuals to bridge the gap. 

 

This article has numerous errors and 
misstatements. 

 Dr. Jack Talmadge 
Director 

Summit Charter School 

Summit Charter finances misrepresented

Police Dept. was 
disrespectful to 
ex-police officer

To the People of  Highlands,
As your former Chief  of  Police, I am 

writing to you to ask for your help.
On April 18, 2015, Officer Todd En-

sley passed away. He served in the High-
lands Police Department as Captain of  
Detectives for 25 years, before being ter-
minated for medical reasons that later took 
his life.

Officer Ensley’s family called the 
Highlands Police Department and request-
ed that an Honor Guard from their depart-
ment be at Todd’s funeral since Todd had 
requested this upon his death. The family 
was told that this request would have to go 
before the Town Board.

Since Todd’s funeral was only two days 
away, the family contacted me and asked if  

By Mayor Pat Taylor

Numerous town con-
struction projects be-
gan this past winter. 

All are or nearly complete. Here 
is an update.

One big project has been 
literally hidden from sight and 
underground. Yes, the town in-
tentionally hid it, that is the new 
six-inch waterline on NC 26. It 
is now installed and provides better wa-
ter pressure and fire protection for area 
neighborhoods.

The culvert replacement project for 
Spruce, Laurel and 5th Streets was com-
pleted in mid-April. The project creates 
better water drainage of  this critical flood 
plain area. The clear span culverts mini-
mize the trapping of  vegetative debris 
causing water back up, as did the old, 
small metal culverts. 

The ball field facility is finished and 
play began this week. The new complex 
has larger bathrooms, a better concession 
area, and more covered space for viewing 
the games. Also, it looks great from US 
64.

The first phase of  Kelsey Hutchinson 
Founders Park will have a grand opening 
on Saturday, May 30. Festivities begin with 

a 5k Race at 8 am and will con-
tinue all day. Phase 2, the develop-
ment of  the old Sossoman prop-
erty, should get underway later 
this year. The town funded the 
restrooms, and funds for other 
construction was secured by the 
Park Coalition.

The 3rd Street wall project 
was completed in February. Pav-
ing next to the wall and parts of  

Oak Street were completed on May 1st.
The Dam and Water Intake project 

on Lake Sequoyah is on schedule, despite 
some weather delays over the last few 
months. The critical installation of  the 
gate valve at the bottom of  the dam and 
the water intake on the far side of  the lake 
are now complete. Workers are finishing up 
repairs on the backside of  the dam facing 
the river. The waterline installation from 
the lake going down US 64 to Hickory Hill 
is wrapping up. Contrary to rumors of  the 
lake being empty all summer, within the 
next few days it will start to return to full 
pool. A good “gully washer” will fill it up 
before June 1st. The installation of  the 
pump house will continue for several more 
months. Repaving of  US 64 where the pipe 
was installed will be completed before June, 
weather permitting.

This past weekend a major bridge 
tournament was held on the new gym floor 
at the Civic Center. The floor was covered 
with a special carpet roll for protection 
from 400 players engaged in intense play. 
New bathrooms on the first floor were 
thankfully operational too.

Capital project countdown
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Larry Rogers 
Construction Company, Inc.

Excavating • Grading • Trucking Trackhoe 
Backhoe • Blasting • Utilities 

(828) 526-2874

The swimming pool cover is being 
completed as I write this piece. Upon its 
arrival in the next week or so, it will take 
installers two weeks to erect the covering. 
Swimming will begin early in June.

So what will I do as all these projects 

end? Since January I have been visiting 
every one of  them on a daily basis. More 
projects will be scheduled for the com-
ing year, but not as many and not on the 
scale as some of  the current ones.

 

...LETTERS continued from page 2
I could do anything to help in this matter. The 
next morning I drove to Highlands and met 
with the Mayor and the Town Manager. I was 
given a list of  directives to follow in order for 
the Highlands Police Department to supply 
an Honor Guard for Officer Ensley’s funeral. 
I told the Mayor and the Town Manager that 
what they requested would be taken care of  
immediately. But by the time I drove back to 
Franklin, the Chief  of  Police had called the 
funeral home and advised them that due to 
one officer being on vacation and another be-
ing in school, an Honor Guard from his de-
partment could not be present at the funeral.

As your former Chief  of  Police, I was in 
charge of  the officers that served under me 
and the day –to-day operation of  the High-
lands Police Department. I can think of  no 
excuse for what was done to the Ensley family. 

Highlands’ Police Department’s lack of  

respect for this family hurt them deeply. 
This shows us that honor and respect are 
missing in your police department today.

I have contacted the town of  High-
lands and asked to be placed on the agen-
da for the next Town Board meeting. That 
request is pending at this time. However, I 
will be at the next Town Board meeting on 
May 28 and I will ask the board to take the 
necessary action that something like this 
may never happened again. 

If  you agree with me, I’m asking you 
as citizens of  Highlands to come to this 
meeting and stand with me against the 
lack of  honor and respect shown to Of-
ficer Ensley and the Ensley family.

Jerry Cook
Retired Highlands Police Chief

keted as a resort town, and that has remained a 
successful mission of  the town.” 

The annual amount of  revenue generated 
from room occupancy tax has grown steadily 
over the last 30 years in Highlands, and is on 
track to exceed last year’s number in 2015. 

For 2013, Highlands collected $316,088.86 
in tourism dollars. Last year, that number rose 
to $363,538.41, and with five more months be-
fore the books are closed out this year, High-
lands has already collected $304,532. 

In fact, for July through January – the 
months the chamber has numbers so far in 
2015 – each month shows an increase over 
2014. If  the months of  February through June 
collect the same room occupancy tax as 2014, 
with no increase at all, 2015 will finish out the 
fiscal year with a total of  $414,699 in room tax 
collected. 

In 2013, the Franklin area collected 
$99,276.88 in room occupancy taxes.

WCU’s study shows the same growth ex-

perienced in Highlands, throughout west-
ern North Carolina. 

The report indicated that on an aver-
age day in 2013 tourism spending generated 
more than $47,000 in state and local tax 
revenues and created about $65,000 daily in 
worker paychecks.

In addition to the levels of  local taxes 
collected, the study showed that in 2013, 
Macon County tourism produced almost 
$24 million in worker income and pay-
checks, generated 1,180 jobs and created 
more than $11 million in local county tax 
revenues.

Demonstrating the impact the bud-
ding industry has for local taxpayers, WCU’s 
study noted that the industry actually pro-
vides a tax relief  for Maconians. The study 
said that if  tourism did not exist, each 
household would have to pay $686 more in 
state and local taxes. 

...TOURISM continued from page 1
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Open 7 days a week from 11 a.m.
365 Main Street • Highlands • 526-5660

Serving Lunch and Dinner Year-Round.
Gourmet Foods, Full Service Bar
Town Square at 343-D Main St. • Highlands

828-526-4035

Serving Lunch Daily  
11a to 4p

Serving Dinner from 
5:30p 

7 days a week

Coffee • Espresso Drinks
Smoothies • Hot Soup
Paninis • Baked Goods

On Main Street • Highlands
7 days a week • 7a to 6p • 526-0020

Lunch and Dinner: 
7 nights a week 5-9p

For reservations call: 526-4429
Main Street • Highlands

Cyprus International 
Cuisine

• Highlands Area Dining •

Lunch Buffet 
Listed in ‘100 Top Chinese Restaurants in USA’

In-town delivery w/$15 order
Highlands Plaza • 526-5525

Golden China

ONLY

BUFFET 

IN TOWN!

LUNCH: 
11-2:30, M-TH $7.25

Friday: Seafood Buffet $8.25

Wine & Beer • No MSG

Open 7 days a week
11a to 9:30p

Menu available, too

Specialty Sandwiches, Hot Dogs & Salads, 
Domestic & Imported Beers

6”•10”•14”•16”•20”pies

Hand-tossed - thick, thin, pan
Gluten-free & Whole Wheat, too

Open Year Round 7 days/wk

Mon. – Thurs. 11a to 10p
Fri., & Sat., 11a to 11p

Sun., noon to 10p
828-787-1680 or 828-787-1900

We Cater!
151 Helen’s Barn Ave., Highlands

Asia House
Japanese • Asian• Thai • Hibachi Cuisine

828-526-2338

...on the Verandah 
Restaurant

on Lake Sequoyah
www.ontheverandah.com

Open for 
Dinner nightly 

at 5:30p.
 Also

Sunday Brunch

US 64 west • Highlands

Open Wednesday - Sunday

21st

OPEN
7 nights a week

“Our
31st 
Year”
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Sports Page 
Sandwich Shoppe

Monday:Saturday
Breakfast: 7:30:10:30am 

Lunch: Until 2:30pm

Serving Breakfast & Lunch.

Full cooked-to-order breakfast &
Daily Lunch Specials.

314 main Street, Highlands
(828) 526-3555

100% Mexican Food!
Open 

Monday-Sunday
11a to 10p

526-0608 • 30 Dillard Road • Highlands

When in Franklin think ....

All You Can Eat
Lunch Buffet • $7.99 Dinner Buffet • $10.99

Sunday All Day Buffet • $10.99
To-Go Buffet

Lunch $4.29/lb. • Dinner $4.99/lb.
Dine-In & Carry-out Menu Selections

828-349-9800

109 Commons Dr., Franklin 
(next to the Super Walmart)

asian-king-franklin-nc.com

• Highlands Dining •

Open 7 days 
11a to 9:30-10p

Seafood Fridays at Creekside
Introducing our Seafood Extravaganza

Tender Lobster,
Steamed Snow Crab,

Shrimp Scampi,
Jumbo Fried Shrimp,

Fries or 
Sauteed Veggies with 

Bread and Salad
Reservations necessary for this platter • 828-526-9822

Full Dinner Menu also available
451 N. 4th St., 

Mountain Brook 
Center

Highlands

at The Main Street Inn
270 Main Street (828) 526-2590

Serving Lunch & Dinner 
Thurs., Fri., & Sat.

Open for Lunch on Sundays
Norma Jean on the guitar in the garden 

Sat. & Sun.

•the FreDster•

Fred Wooldridge

I arrived in Highlands on Moth-
er’s Day and learned our town 
elite finally had the common 

sense and courage to prohibit sled-
ding on Monkey Hill by clearing 
the street of  snow. We all know that 
children having fun is something 
Highlands frowns upon. We are 
about tourism and making money. 
(Where are those summer people 
with their fat wallets?) Children 
having fun does nothing to put 
money in the town’s pocketbook. 

And what if  the town gets 
sued because two sledders crashed together and were gleefully 
sent tumbling down in the snow? A child could be hurt and 
the town would be libel! I don’t blame the town fathers for 
clearing the snow. The law suits must have been piling up and 
who needs that? Maybe the town should pass an ordinance 
prohibiting snow all together. The Mayor should look into 
prohibiting snow! Wait…I take it back. Before the ink dried 
on this column the town’s not so elite changed their minds 
and caved in on children having fun, giving new meaning to 
the term “wishy-washy.” 

Now that we have taken care of  those dastardly fun lov-
ing sledders, it’s waaaay past due that we close that dangerous 
dog park behind the Rec. Park. It’s at this location that animals 
are turned loose and allowed to roam free, biting whomever 
they wish. I know of  one man who reached down to pet a 
lady’s Schnauzer and was severely bitten. Can you imagine the 
consequences if  this incident had happened on snowy Mon-
key Hill? I say close that park before someone falls on fresh 
slippery dog poop, hits their head on the town’s bench pro-
vided inside the park and sues us for negligence. That law suit 
could take a real bite out of  the town’s budget.

And another way to make our town a safer place to visit 
and not have fun is to do away with the stupid games of  ten-
nis and pickle ball. Are you aware of  how hard a plastic wiffle 
ball is? I was once struck right in my face and the pain was at 
least six figures. And I’ll tell you the first thing that came to 
my mind was how much I can sue the town for. I would have 
followed up on the law suit idea but an hour later the redness 
and pain were gone and I had no proof  of  injury. Darn; next 
time I’ll take pictures and call my lawyer. 

Tennis is even more dangerous then pickle ball because 
the ball crosses the net at a high rate of  speed. If  you’re near 
the net you could be injured on town property. I mean how 
many law suits can the town handle? 

If  the town fathers decide, in their infinite wisdom, that 
tennis and pickle ball should continue because it brings in a 
few bucks, then I suggest NFL helmets, hockey masks and 
knee pads while playing. This way the town would be able to 
prove to the judge that it did what it could to prevent injury, 
lessening the amount the town would have to pay. The pile of  
lawsuits involving Monkey Hill, dog bites, tennis and pickle 
ball must be enormous. 

Well I have to go now. I’m headed over to the dog park to 
see if  I can find some dog poop to slip and fall on. Wish me 
luck. My lawyer is on standby.

The town should stop monkeying around and take ac-
tion.

A snow job
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“The Coolest Golf Course in Georgia”

• High Elevations with Cool Summer Temperatures and Incredible Views
• Par 72 Championship Course stretching 6,900 yards of Peaks and Valleys

• Open Daily, Year-Round with Attractive Golf Rates.
• Golf Club Rentals Available.  

• 20 Minutes from Highlands, NC

For Tee Times call 706-746-5302 
Or Book Online at 

www.skyvalleycountryclub.com

Advertising in 
Highlands Newspaper and online at 

www.highlandsinfo.com
WORKS!

Highlands 
School

produces  
scholars, 

athletes and 
artists

U.S. News & World Report, 
ranked Highlands School 24th in 
North Carolina and 1,115 in the 
nation.

Students have the opportu-
nity to take Advanced Placement® 
course work and exams and the 
AP® participation rate at High-
lands School is 53 percent. 

The student body makeup is 
49 percent male and 51 percent fe-
male, and the total minority enroll-
ment is 17 percent. 

Highlands School is 1 of  5 
high schools in the Macon County 
school system.

The Student/Teacher ratio is 
10:1, and the school is ranked 36.8 
in college readiness.

There are 341 students and 34 
teachers.

“We are honored to be con-
sidered one of  ‘US News and 
World Reports’ highly ranked 
schools in both North Carolina 
and in the United States,” said 
Highlands School Principal Brian 
Jetter. “It is an honor of  which our 
students, parents, all our Highlands 
School employees, Rotary, PTO, 
all the business supporters, and 
our Town of  Highlands can be 
proud. It just shows you what can 
be achieved when all those groups 
work together.” 

However, Jetter said the 
school, staff  and students don’t in-
tend to sit back on their haunches.

“We’ll continue to work to-

Highlands School student Trinity Dendy’s artwork was chosen to be used 
on the school system’s annual invitation and posters for the students’ art-
work exhibit, Sunday, May 17 from 1 to 3 p.m., at the Macon County Public 
Library on Siler Road in Franklin.

U.S. News & World 
Report ranks Highlands 

School 24th in N.C.
gether because instead of  being the 
24th ranked school (out of  1,084 
schools) in the state of  North 
Carolina, we want to be in the top 
10. And instead of  being the 1,155 
ranked school out of  over 21,000 
schools in the United States, we 
want to be in the top 100. And, in-
stead of  being a Silver Medal win-
ner, which is given to the top 10% 
of  schools in the United States, we 
want to gain a Gold Medal. Ev-
eryone pulling together will get us 
to those goals. Then, for all those 
people in the East that think we’re 
just some little ole K-12 school up 
on a mountain, that plays futball, 
instead of  football, they’ll realize 
‘there’s something really special up 
in them thar hills!’
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...BEALE continued from page 1

COREY JAMES GALLERY
Objects d’art and 

Estate Consignments
Open Everyday!

On the  
corner of  

3rd & 
Spring 

(828)
526-4818

deaf  ears.” 
According to Roland, one of  the main 

focuses for the NCACC, as well as Macon 
leaders, was meeting with state representa-
tives regarding the potential legislation that 
would change the way sales tax is distrib-
uted throughout the state. 

“There are two bills currently in the 
legislation that look at new formulas for 
redistributing the sales tax,” said Roland. 
“Both bills suggest that sales tax be re-
distributed based on a per capita formula 
rather than based on where the sales tax is 
generated.” 

Roland explained that Macon County, 
with a significant portion of  the local econ-
omy coming from tourism dollars, stands 
to lose over one million dollars if  the legis-

President of the North Carolina Association of County Commissioners and MC Commis-
sioner Ronnie Beale, addressed leaders during County Assembly Day in Raleigh.

lation was to pass. 
Commissioner Beale said that after 

meeting with Phil Berger, President Pro 
Tem of  the Senate, he learned that the 
sales tax legislation is moving slowly and 
would likely not be taken up this year. 

“Being able to shake hands with and 
talk to our state leaders is invaluable,” said 
Roland. “As a county, we are fortunate 
to be a part of  an association [NCACC] 
that facilitates these types of  interactions, 
and are even more fortunate that our own 
county commissioner serves as president.”

For Advertising information
Call 828-200-1371 

or email
highlandseditor@aol.com
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Because Maturity is a State of Mind Not a Skin Condition We Offer 3 Procedures:
MicroPhototherapy • MicroCurrent • Celluma

Celluma’s 
deeply  

penetrating 
wavelenghts 

kill the bacteria 
that causes 
breakouts, 

while reducing 
the  

inflammation, 
pimples and 
redness as-

sociated with 
acne. A  

reduction in  
lesions and 

overall  
improvement 

in skin  
appearance 

is often seen 
in a matter of 

weeks. 

Celluma’s phototherapy device, uses wavelengths of light 
produced by light emitting diodes (LEDs) to treat multiple 
conditions – acne & anti-aging. 

MicroPhototherapy
With the healing power of light and heat ener-

gy this treatment works deep beneath the surface 
of the skin to give a younger healthier looking ap-
pearance. Soothing pulses of heat work with light 
to lessen sun spots, even out skin tone and smooth 
the texture of your skin with virtually no down time 
or discomfort.

MicroCurrent
Microcurrent aids in reducing the signs of aging 

by utilizing a low level of electricity that mimics our 
own body’s biological current. 

These tiny microcurrent impulses trigger chemi-
cal reactions at a cellular level to enhance the pro-
duction of natural collagen and elastin, provide cir-
culatory benefits, and work directly on the nerves 
and muscle fibers. The result is visible firming and 
smoothing of the skin. It also helps tone facial  

muscles. 
Although you will notice the 

treatment’s tightening effects im-
mediately, the more significant  
improvement will occur gradually 
over a period of several weeks as the 
new collagen forms.

 What do 
 you need 
 to do?

Make a 
4-week commitment 
(2 sessions per week)

Your skin will LOVE it!
OR schedule a MicroCurrent 
session to get you ready for 

that “special” event!

NC
LMBT
#1429

Call for a FREE consultation today!
Sharon Taylor • 828-526-4192

Taylor Barnes Spa & Salon
Located behind Highlands Decorating Center 

on NC 106 (the Dillard Road)

Located behind Highlands Decorating Center 
on Highway 106 (The Dillard Rd)

NC LMBT #1429

(828) 526-4192

OPEN: Tuesday - Saturday at 10a

Color, Cuts, Up Do’s, Highlights, Massage, Facials, 
Manicures, Pedicures, Reflexology, Personal Training

Tanning, too! Walk-Ins Welcome. 

Creative Concepts Salon, Inc.

Upstairs and Across the Walkway at “Falls on Main” Highlands (828) 526-3939

Open: 
Tues-Fri: 9-5 • Sat. 10-2

Owner/Stylist: Lacy Jane Vilardo 
Stylists: Heather D. Escandon 

& Maggie Rogers 
Nail Tech: Jenna Schmitt

 828-526-9477 • 225 Spring Street, Highlands

Owner/Stylist: Lisa L. Shearon; Stylist: Jane B. Earp; Stylist/Nail Tech: Kristi Billingsley;  
Nail Tech: Katie Baker Passmore

Color, Cuts, Highlights, Perms, Manicures, 
Pedicures, Acrylics & Gel Enhancements, 

Up-dos and Facial Waxing

Shear Elevations Call for an  
appointment  

TODAY!

...CUB continued from page 1
kept hearing a cub crying and noticed a 
mama bear and another cub camped out 
in the yard next door.

“After a while – after hearing this 
from 8 in the morning until 5 at night 
and watching  the mama, who was obvi-
ously distraught, walk back and forth on 
the road – we wondered what was going 
on? We finally located the cub 25-35 feet 
up a tree,” said Ben Rich of  All Seasons 
Landscape.

The cub was stuck and the mama 
bear couldn’t get to it or coax it down be-
cause it was tangled in plastic mesh used 
to cover a root ball. The mesh was around 
its neck and arms and had snared it in the 
branches.

Such plastic mesh is used to keep tree 
root balls intact prior to transplanting.

“I think the two cubs probably 
climbed up the tree when the mama went 
foraging – which is what they do – but 
this one climbed up the tree after get-
ting caught up in netting so it couldn’t get 
down like the other cub when the mama 
returned and she couldn’t  figure out how 
to get him down,” said Rich.

When the crew found the cub, one 
guy climbed up the tree to get the cub 
but as he approached, the cub went even 
higher.

“As he climbed higher, he untangled 
himself  from the branches but then fell 
out of  the tree into a rhododendron bush 
where the netting caught him. At that point, 
it was easy to get him because he was about 
12 feet up,” said Rich. 

When they cut the netting off  the 
cub, they realized it had been there a long 
time because it was already callused over in 
places. 

“We put him in the woods so the 
mama could go get him, but he kept cross-
ing the road and coming back our way; the 
mama just paced the road but wouldn’t 
come near. The cub was very, very weak; 
he’d been up there for days; so that night I 
took him home,” he said.

Meanwhile, a nearby homeowner 
contacted Cynthia Strain, director of  the 
B.E.A.R. Taskforce who contacted the only 
licensed bear rehabilitator in North Caro-
lina and she told her how to care for and 
feed the cub. Strain relayed the information 
to Rich and he and co-workers bottle-fed 
the cub with a milk supplement for pup-
pies.

Rich said they felt obliged to do take 
the cub home since the mama wouldn’t 
come to it and he was weak and hungry.

“He was very cuddly, friendly and play-
•See CUB page 10
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ful,” he said. “He got up on the 
couch and even held on to our 
legs to go for a ride when he was 
tired of  walking.”

The next day, Rich and his 
crew returned with the bear and 
put him within five feet of  the 
mother, but she just picked up 
the other cub and took off  when 
they set the rescued cub near her.

After that final encounter, 
they took the cub, who was es-
timated to be between four and 
six months old and weighed 

six pounds, home again and af-
ter three to four days he got his 
strength back, however it  took 
bottle-feeding him every two 
hours.

Mike Carroway, Wildlife Bi-
ologist with NC Wildlife Resource 
Commission, was contacted and 
Wildlife Resource officers arrived 
at Rich’s house to take the cub to 
a rehabilitator.

“The cub was extremely ha-
bitualized to people and to sur-
vive, it needed to get its ‘wildness’ 
back,” said Carroway.

The cub was taken to the only 
rehabilitation facility in North 
Carolina where it will be nursed 
and raised with other cubs and 
once its weaned will be put in an 
area with bigger bears. Eventually, 
it will be released into the wild – 
probably the summer of  2016.

“The cub was in great shape, 
but had more contact with mul-
tiple people (and the family dog) 
than is ideal,” said Strain. “How-
ever, the rehabilitator told me that 
with a lot of  hard work, he ought 
to be fine.”

The rehabilitator has had 
great success with her techniques 
and in her setting he will have oth-
er cubs to play with prior to being 
moved to a “wild” area with vir-
tually no human contact. In this 
area, the bears are fed with auto-
matic machines so they can forage 

in the huge “pen.” 
Carroway said cubs are or-

phaned for various reasons but 
suggests that people leave them 
alone for between 24 to 48 hours 
before intervening.

“If  there are people in the 
vicinity, the mama bear won’t 
return until she feels safe. You 
have to give the mama a chance 
to come out; at least 24-48 hours 
to come back,” he said.

Though Carroway believes 
the mama would have eventually 
returned, he said rehabilitation 
works. “But it only takes a cub 
48 hours to become habitualized 
to people,” he said.

He said they have had to 
rescue a number of  orphaned 
cubs this year. 

“Cubs are usually born 
in January and there is a bum-
per crop of  bear cubs this year 
due to the excellent mast crop 
last year so the bears went into 
their dens healthy. This typically 
happens every other year and it 
seems all the bears are synced to 
have cubs this year,” he said.

Carroway’s advice for any-
one who comes across a cub. 
“Leave it alone 24-48 hours and 
the mama will come back.”

Those who harbor cubs can 
be levied stiff  penalties and fees 
because it’s illegal to keep bear 
cubs in North Carolina.

– Kim Lewicki

...CUB continued from page 9

Photo by Cynthia Strain
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• NOTE: The Recreation 
Department is now accepting 
application for Lifeguards for the 
Summer. We will be offering a 
Lifeguard course in late April and 
early May.

• NOTE: Anyone interested 
in putting together a softball team 
in the Highlands Spring League 
needs to contact Lester Norris at 
828-526-3556 by Thursday, April 
23rd before 4:30pm.

Ongoing
• Church of the Incarnation 

and the First Presbyterian Church 

•highLanDs area events •
are collecting food items for the 
Highlands Emergency Council and 
the Food Pantry. Drop off boxes 
are in the Ravenel Room at First 
Presbyterian and in the downstairs 
lobby at the Church of the Incarna-
tion. Monetary donations also ac-
cepted. Make checks out to High-
lands MountainTop Rotary.

• The Cub and Boy Scouts 
of America have three drop offs 
for worn and tattered flags. They 
properly retire them. Drop offs 
at Highlands Doors and Windows 
2242 Dillard Road, the Highlands 
Fire Station or Highlands United 
Methodist Church office. Contact 
Phil Potts for more information 
828 526-3719

Thurs.-Sun.
• Movies at the Playhouse: 

Thurs-Sunday. 2, 5 & 8 p.m. Call 
526-2685 for weekly movie. 

Monday
• Shortoff Baptist Church 

hosts a non-denominational Men’s 
Meeting the first Monday night of 
each month at 7 pm and all men 
are invited to attend. 

First Tuesdays

• FAMILY and Caregiver Sup-
port Group Meets: for Individuals 
that have a friend, family member 
or loved one living with mental ill-
ness. Learn how peers deal with 
stress and emotional overload. 
First Tuesday of Every Month 7-8 
pm. Call Ann for more info (828) 
369-7385 

2nd and 4th Tuesdays
• OccupyWNC meets at the 

Jackson County Justice Center. For 
more information, visit www.oc-
cupywnc.org or call 828.331.1524 
Tuesdays

• Free Community Table Din-
ner at the Community Bldg. at 6p.

Tuesday and Thursdays
• Zumba with Connie at the 

Rec Park at 8a. $5.
Mon., Wed., Fri.
• Heart Healthy Exercise 

Class Monday, Wednesday and Fri-
day 8:30am-9:30am

• Aerobics with Tina Rogers 
8-9a.

• Zumba at the Rec Park at 
9:05a. $5

Wed. through June 3
• At The Bascom: After School 

Kelsey Kids will once 
again gather to learn about 
the history and experiences 
of  the early lives of  High-
lands’s people beginning in 
1875. The camp is June 15-19

Led by experienced and 
knowledgeable citizens of  
the town of  Highlands, this 
promises to be an enrich-
ing summer experience. We 
will visit Foxfire, take a hike, 
make discoveries, experience 
music from a dulcimer and 
guitar, have a pioneer lunch, 
and make discoveries in the 
museum and other activities. 
You will receive a list of  ac-
tivities for the week before 
camp begins. 

Ages 8 to 11 who are 
interested in learning about 
Highlands’s history and can 
attend for the 5 days are 
welcome at NO CHARGE. 
Lunch is included. 

Each day camp begins 
at 9 AM until 3pm Monday 
through Friday at the Histori-
cal Village Museum on the 
Cashiers Road. 

Applications are avail-
able from the website: www.
highlandshistory.com and at 
the Museum. Linda David 
will be glad to email an appli-
cation and answer any ques-
tions to anyone who desires 
one. Her email address is: 
lindawd@hcgexpress.net 

Sign up for 
Kelsey Kids 

Camp!

Art Adventure, 3:15-4:30p. To regis-
ter, call Anna Alig at 787-2865.

1st Wednesdays
• Family Movies at the Hudson 

Library at 3:15pm. Call 828-526-
3031 for titles.

3rd Wednesdays
• General Audience Movies at 

Hudson Library at 2pm. Call 828-
526-3031 for titles.

Thursdays
• Yoga at the Rec Park 8:15 

a.m. $6 per class.
• Storytimes with Miss Dean-

na at Hudson Library 10:40am. 
Open to the public. 

• Weight Watchers support 
group meets every Thursday at 
6pm at the Cashiers Community 
Center. Questions? Call Lisa 828-
506-3555.

• NAMI Support Group for in-
dividuals dealing with mental illness: 
depression, bipolar, schizophre-
nia, etc. and the family members 
of individuals dealing with these 
challenges from 7 – 8:15 pm. Call 
Donita for more info (828) 526-
9510.

2nd Thursdays
• Sapphire Valley Needlepoint 

Guild meets at the Highlands Rec 
Park at 10 a.m. Newcomers wel-
comed.

3rd Thursdays
• Kidney Smart Classes in 

Franklin: Every 3rd Thursday of 
month, 4:30pm-6pm, Angel Medical 
Center, Video Conference Room, 
3rd Floor, 120 Riverview Street, 
Contact Majestic 828-369-9474

• Kidney Smart Classes in Syl-
va: Every 3rd Thursday of month, 
7:30am-9am, DaVita Sylva Dialy-
sis Center, 655 Asheville Highway, 
Contact Sue 828-631-0430

Last Fri. of each month
• Community Coffee with 

Mayor Pat Taylor from 11a to noon 
at The Hudson Library.

Saturdays
• Highlands Marketplace in the 

vacant lot next to K-H Founders 
Park on Pine Street from 8a to 2p.

Sat. through May 30
• At the Bascom: Kids’ Cre-

ation Station. 10a to noon. $5. To 
register, call Anna Alig at 787-2865.

Sundays 
• At the Mountain Laurel Ten-

nis Club at 4:30 pm. Multi-denomi-
national, Interactive Bible Study and 
Fellowship. 

Thurs., May 14
• Donors with all blood types 

are needed, especially those with 
types O negative, A negative and B 
negative. Whole blood can be do-
nated every 56 days, and double 
red cells may be donated every 
112 days, up to three times per 
year. Keller Williams Realty from 
1-5p. For more information or to 
schedule an appointment please 
call (828) 524-0100. 

• The Macon County League 
of Women Voters is sponsoring a 
Forum on Mental Health, at the 
Franklin, NC Town Hall at 6:30 
PM. The forum participants will be 
Officer Steve Stewart, who rep-
resents the Detention Center of 
the Macon County Sheriff’s De-
partment, Mr. Ronnie Beale, chair-
man of the Mental Health Task 
Force, representatives from both 
the National Alliance on Mental 
Illness and from Smoky Mountain 
Center, and Cindy Solesbee, navi-
gator for the Affordable Care Act. 

• The May meeting of The 
Western North Carolina Wood-
turners, Inc. will meet on Thurs-
day at 6 PM at the Blue Ridge 
School, in Glenville, N.C. Located 
at 95 Bobcat Drive, Cashiers, N.C. 
Drive to the back of the school to 
the woodworking shop. Visitors 
are always welcomed. The club 
meets every second Thursday at 
6:00 P.M., March through Novem-
ber.

Friday, May 15
• Essential Oil & Wellness 

Expo at the Highlands Commu-
nity Center from 2-4 p.m. Well-
ness Workshop from 5:30-6:30 
p.m. Free to the public. Sponsored 
by Whole Life Market. For more 
information, call 828-526-5999.

• Collective Spirits celebra-
tion at The Bascom. Women of 
Wine Fashion Show and Lun-
cheon at Highlands Country Club 
at 11:30 a.m. $100 per person. 
Featuring a champagne reception 
followed by an informal viewing 
of spring’s finest fashions from 
Acorns Boutique while tasting 
wines and lunching with the own-
ers of six extraordinary proper-
ties. At 6 p.m., Stock Your Cellar 
Wine Tasting and Market on the 
terrace at The Bascom. Tickets are 
$150 per person. The purchase of 
wines will benefit The Bascom. 

First Presbyterian Church will host an old fashioned Hymn Sing 
at 5pm on Sunday, May 17 at the church.  Those in attendance will 
have the opportunity to choose a hymn they wish to sing from the 
1938 Cokesbury hymnal. Stell Huie will be song leader with Angie 
Jenkins at the piano. The FPC Men’s Quartet will also sing several 
favorites. Members of  the group from left are Bob Wright, Wayne 
Coleman, Farrel Zehr and Stell Huie. Please come and join us for 
an enjoyable time of  music and Christian fellowship. The church is 
located at the corner of  Main and Fifth Streets. Handicapped ac-
cessible entrances are located on Church Street and on Fifth Street.

Old Fashioned Hymn Sing at 
First Presbyterian on May 17
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After the tasting it’s BBQ and 
Bluegrass with Chef Christ Hall 
of Atlanta’s Local Three. Tickets 
are available by phone at 828-787-
2895 or at www.CollectiveSpirits.
com 

• The High Mountain Squares 
will host their “All Singing Call 
Dance.” Friday night at the Ma-
con County Community Building, 
GA Road (441 South), Franklin 
NC from 6:30 to 9:00 PM. Dr. Jim 
Duncan from Otto, NC will be 
the caller. We dance Western Style 
Square Dancing, main/stream and 
plus levels. Everyone is welcome. 
For information call 828-371-
4946, 828-342-1560, 828-332-
0001

Sat., May 16
• The Highlands Plateau Gre-

enway will conduct its monthly 
work day from 9a0 – noon this 
Saturday. If you are interested in 
participating, please email Ran 
Shaffner at highlandsgreenway@
nctv.com or leave a message at 
828-526-5622. We’ll meet at the 

•highLanDs area events •
large upper parking lot (near the 
pool entrance) in the Recreation 
Park at 9 AM for a brief orientation 
session, and you will be furnished 
with the necessary tools and safety 
equipment. 

• Gorge Road Cleanup. 9a to 
2p. Meet at the Highlands Chamber 
of Commerce.

• Windy Gap Baptist Church 
will have a Relay for Life Yard Sale 
Saturday from 8 a.m. until 4 p.m. 
in the parking lot across from the 
church on Windy Gap Road in 
Franklin. 

• Two land conservation or-
ganizations, Highlands-Cashiers 
Land Trust and the Land Trust for 
the Little Tennessee (LTLT) will 
co-sponsor a float trip down the 
Little Tennessee River in Frank-
lin. A limited number of canoes 
and of kayaks will be available for 
a 4.5-mile trip down the river to 
the 4,800-acre Needmore Game 
Lands, LTLT’s flagship conservation 
project. Along the way we will see 
Cherokee cultural sites, stream 

restoration sites, and wildlife which 
may include bald eagles and river 
otters. The cost of participating in 
this float trip is $35. For details, 
contact HCLT at 526-1111.

• Plans for the genealogy work-
shop to be held in Macon County 
on Saturday have been finalized. It 
will be held at the Macon County 
Public Library at 149 Siler Road 
in Franklin, NC and will be from 1 
PM to 4 PM. There will be time for 
questions and discussion following 
the workshop. Each attendee will 
receive a packet of information 
and a set of handouts. Sponsored 
by the Battle of Sugartown Chap-
ter of the NSDAR, the workshop is 
free of charge. However, it is wise 
to reserve a seat to insure a set of 
handouts as well as a seat. Topics to 
be covered include: how to begin 
researching, using public records 
and sources, using the internet to 
your advantage, DNA and geneal-
ogy, getting past brick walls, and 
much more There will be a num-
ber of drawings for valuable door 
prizes which have been provided 
by various vendors of genealogi-
cal items such as books, software, 
subscriptions, etc. For more infor-
mation, directions or to reserve a 
seat, call 828-369-8030 or e-mail 
wncgen@yahoo.com

• Highlands Plateau Audubon. 

A walk on the Weih and Peterkin 
properties, Glenville area, led by 
Romney Bathurst with Michelle 
Styring assisting. Meet at 7:30 a.m. 
at the Highlands Town Hall parking 
lot to explore these lovely private 
properties and help add to their 
“yard lists” as we search for wood 
warblers and much more.

Sun., May 17
• At First Presbyterian Church, 

an old fashion hymn sing at 5 p.m. 
Tues. & Thurs., May 19 -21
• At CLE, iPAD Advanced from 

6-8 p.m. Cost is $70 members/$80 
for nonmembers. To register, call 
828-526-8811 or email clehigh-
lands@yahoo.com

Tues., May 19
• Donors with all blood types 

are needed, especially those with 
types O negative, A negative and 
B negative. Whole blood can be 
donated every 56 days, and double 
red cells may be donated every 
112 days, up to three times per 
year. Mountain View Intermediate 
School 2-6p.m. For more informa-
tion or to schedule an appointment 
please call (828) 349-1325. 

• Highlands Plateau Audu-
bon. Birds and Beer led by Rom-
ney Bathhurst. Meet outside the 
Ugly Dog Pub in Highlands at 5:00 
p.m. to look for local birds includ-
ing owls around Harris Lake and 

enjoying beer and bird talk with 
those attending.

Thurs.-Sun., May 21-24
• HCP’s “Welcome to Mit-

ford,” at PAC. For tickets and 
further information contact the 
Highlands Cashiers Players at 828 
526 8084.

Thurs., May 21
• Donors with all blood types 

are needed, especially those with 
types O negative, A negative and B 
negative. Whole blood can be do-
nated every 56 days, and double 
red cells may be donated every 
112 days, up to three times per 
year. First Baptist Church, Franklin 
12:30 to 5p.m. For more informa-
tion or to schedule an appoint-
ment please call (828) 369-9559. 

• At Cliffside Lake, Live Birds 
of Prey with Michael Skinnner 
with the Balsam Mountain Trust 
at 11 a.m. Program on the patio 
at Cliffside Lake. No pets allowed. 
Please arrive 15 minutes prior to 
program. Free by $4/vehicle ad-
mission to recreation area.

• Open House & Frank-
lin Chamber Mingle at Franklin 
Health & Fitness Center from 
5-7p at Franklin Health & Fitness 
Center 1214 East Main Street. 
Great door prizes, hor’devours, 
drinks, membership specials, com-
plimentary massages and great 
networking.
Don’t miss this awesome event! 
RSVP requested to 828-524-3161. 

Fri., May 22
• Donors with all blood 

types are needed, especially those 
with types O negative, A negative 
and B negative. Whole blood can 
be donated every 56 days, and 
double red cells may be donated 
every 112 days, up to three times 
per year. Lowe’s on Georgia Hwy 
9:30a to 2p. For more information 
or to schedule an appointment 
please call (828) 349-4654. 

Sat., May 23
• Come early to buy this 

highly desirable native plant and 
its cousin, Phlox stolonifera, at 
the annual Mountain Garden Club 
plant sale on Saturday, May 23, 
Highlands Ball Park on Highway 
64 from 9 a.m. until noon. 

• Highlands Plateau Audu-
bon. Birding in Gorges State Park 
with Curtis Smalling leading and 
Michelle Styring assisting. Curtis, 

HCLT and LTLT Invite you to float 
down the Little T!

Community Theater—Where closeness is relative:  If  one family 
member gets involved in a local production, often they enlist their 
relatives to join in. This is the case with many couples acting in the 
upcoming production of  Robert Inman’s “Welcome to Mitford” 
playing at PAC starting May 21. Pictured above are Jackie and son 
Jordan Powell, Jason and wife Samantha Moore, Ken and Sarah 
Knight with stepson Lance Trudel, Ron Leslie and wife Kathryn 
Buckley, and (of  course) Stan and director Donna Cochran.  

On Saturday afternoon, May 16th, two land conservation 
organizations, Highlands-Cashiers Land Trust and the Land Trust 
for the Little Tennessee (LTLT) will co-sponsor a float trip down the 
Little Tennessee River in Franklin. A limited number of  canoes and 
of  kayaks will be available for a 4.5-mile trip down the river to the 
4,800-acre Needmore Game Lands, LTLT’s flagship conservation 
project. Along the way we will see Cherokee cultural sites, stream 
restoration sites, and wildlife which may include bald eagles and 
river otters. The cost of  participating in this float trip is $35. For 
details, contact HCLT at 526-1111.

HCP’s ‘Welcome to Mitford’ begins May 21
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a fun and skilled leader, is the state Audu-
bon Director of Land Bird Conservation. 
Gorges S. P. offers possibilities for sight-
ing Swainson’s and Worm-eating Warblers 
among many others. Meet at 7:30 a.m. at 
the Highlands Town hall parking lot or at 8 
a.m. at the new Cashiers Rec Center park-
ing lot.

Tues., May 26
• At Hudson Library, Book Club at 10 

a.m., to discuss “Unbroken.”
• Highlands Plateau Audubon. Wings 

to Soar multimedia program on raptors 
with live birds. This event, co-sponsored by 
Mountain Wildlife Days, offers a wonder-
ful presentation that is free and welcomes 
families and children of all ages.

Tues. & Thurs., May 26 -28
• At CLE, A Fun Guide to the Best Ap-

plications for iPAD & iPhone from 6-8 p.m. 
Cost is $70 members/$80 for nonmem-
bers. To register, call 828-526-8811 or email 
clehighlands@yahoo.com

Thurs., May 28
• Retirement Celebration for R.L. For-

rester from the Highlands Police Dept. from 
6-7 p.m. at the Highlands Community Build-
ing. 869 N. 4th Street, next to the ball field. 
Light refreshments will be provided. At 7 
p.m., at the Highlands Town Board meeting, 
Captain Forrester will be recognized for his 
years of distinguished service.

Fri., May 29
• 12th Annual “Salamander Meander “ at 

9 pm at the Highlands Nature Center. Bring 
a flashlight and go on a short night hike to 
search for salamanders along the Garden 
trails. Ages are 6 and up; cost is $5 per per-
son. Advanced registration is required; please 
call Patrick Brannon at 526-4123 to sign up 
or for more information.

Sat., May 30
• Highlands Plateau Audubon. Car trip 

along Rich Gap Road led by Brock Hutchins. 
This is easy, roadside birding at one of our 
local “hot spots” featuring Scarlet Tanagers, 

possible Red-tailed Hawks, Black-throated 
Green Warblers and much more.

Sat., June 6
• Kids Fishing Day at Cliffside Park 

from 9a to 1p. Free for children 12 nd under. 
Adults must accompany children. Bring your 
pole, though some will be provided along 
with bait.

Sun., June 7
• The Highlands Community fund will 

be hosting ‘Rise and Shine for the Highlands 
Community Fund’ at the Bascom on Sunday 
at 6:30. Tickets to this event are $75 and the 
dress is mountain casual.For more informa-
tion contact the Highlands Community Fund 
Board member, Gayle Cummings, at 828-
526-0247 or gayle.cummings@me.com.

Thurs.-Sun., June 11-14
• Highlands Motoring Festival. Go to 

www.HighlandsMotoringFestival.org for 
complete list of events.

Sat. June 13
• At Cliffside Lake, Live Birds of Prey 

with Michael Skinnner with the Balsam 
Mountain Trust at 11 a.m. Program on the 
patio at Cliffside Lake. No pets allowed. 
Please arrive 15 minutes prior to program. 
Free by $4/vehicle admission to recreation 
area

Mon.-Fri., June 15-19
• Kelsey Kids Camp for kids 8 to 11 

years old at the Highlands Historical Village. 
9a to 3p. It’s free and includes lunch. To reg-
ister go to www.highlandshistory.com or 
email Linda David at lindawd@hcgexpress.
net 

Sat. -Sun., June 20 & 21
• Highlands Village Square Art & Craft 

Show. Regional artisans, music, food. 10 - 5 
in Kelsey-Hutchinson Park on Pine Street, 
downtown Highlands, NC. Admission free. 
Sponsored by Macon County Art Assn..

‘Rise and Shine’
for the Highlands Community Fund

Mark your calendars for an evening 
of  cocktails, Barbeque and dancing mu-
sic.

The Highlands Community fund 
will be hosting ‘Rise and Shine for the 
Highlands Community Fund’ at the Bas-
com on June 7th at 6:30. Tickets to this 
event are $75.00 and the dress is moun-
tain casual.For more information contact 
the Highlands Community Fund Board 
member, Gayle Cummings, at 828-526-
0247 or gayle.cummings@me.com.

There will be an evening of  enjoy-
ment starting with cocktails, then a deli-
cious Barbeque dinner catered by Lovie’s 
of  Atlanta. There will be a time to kick 
up your heels with dancing music pro-
vided by the Caribbean Cowboys.

This is an evening of  pure enjoy-
ment and a time to get to know the 
Highlands Community Fund Board and 
the wonderful support it does for the 
Highlands community.

Since 1966, the Highlands Commu-
nity fund has raised permanent endow-
ment funds for our community. Each 
year, the earnings from these funds are 
used to make grants to nonprofits serv-
ing Highlands. In partnership with The 
Community Foundation of  Western 
North Carolina, the Highlands Com-
munity Fund since inception, made 97 
grants to 28 organizations totaling more 
than $580,000.00.

Recent grants have supported proj-
ects at The Literacy Council of  Highlands, 
Hudson Library, Big Brothers Big Sisters 
of  Highlands, the Middle School Court-
yard Project at the Highlands School, the 
Bascom, the Martin-Lipscomb Perform-
ing Arts Center, the Gordon Center for 
Children, Highlands Community Child 
Development Center, Blue Ridge Moun-
tain Health Project, Highlands Cashiers 
Land Trust, the Peggy Crosby Commu-
nity Service Center and the Highlands 
Emergency Council.

So Rise and Shine for the Highlands 
Community Fund and come enjoy a night 
of  great food, entertainment. Tickets to 
this event are $75 and the dress is moun-
tain casual.

For more information contact the 
Highlands Community Fund Board 
member, Gayle Cummings, at 828-526-
0247 or gayle.cummings@me.com.

 

Please join us in celebrating the retirement of 
Captain R.L. Forrester  

of the Highlands Police Department
on

May 28, 2015
from

6-7 p.m.
at the

Highlands Community Building
869 N. 4th Street
Highlands, NC

(Next to the Ballfield)

Light Refreshments will be provided.

At 7 p.m., prior to dismissing guests, the 
Highlands Town Board meeting will begin, 
recognizing Captain Forrester for years of  

distinguished service.
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...SCENARIOS continued from page 1

470 Skyline Lodge Drive • 828-526-2121
Call about our wedding & event packages

Reservations recommended but not required

Altitudes Restaurant
  at Skyline Lodge

Fine Dining with a View!
Full Bar, wine & beer

Open for Dinner
Fri. & Sat. and Brunch on Sunday

Appetizers
Fried Calamari w/lemon garlic aioli • $12

Beef Tenderloin Crostini w/roasted pepper & onion • $15 
Maple bacon wrapped shrimp • $15 

Friday Specials 
Poached Salmon w/creamy dill sauce with asparagus 

and rice pilaf • $20 
Cajun Chicken pasta with andouille 

in light cream sauce • $20 

Prepared to order by Chef Kirtis

Saturday Specials 
Herb Stuffed Pork Tenderloin w/whipped potatoes 

and asparagus • $22 
New York Strip w/compound butter, whipped  

potatoes and asparagus • $24 

per $100 valuation.
Coupled with the possibility of  los-

ing about $625,000 in sales tax proceeds, 
during the 2016-’17 budget year, the Town 
Board is considering what capital improve-
ment projects it should budget in 2015-’16 
and which to shelve until a later date.

However, usually delaying projects like 
paving, water lines, equipment purchases 
and updates to the water treatment plant, 
ends up costing more because typically the 
cost of  projects and goods rise as the years 
march on.

At the second budget worksession 
meeting last Thursday, commissioners 
learned that there is $3,682,200 in capital 
project requests across departments. 

Expenditures across departments is 
$11,974,269 with projected revenues from 
the town’s enterprise funds at $12,861,655.

If  all the capital project requests were 

funded with monies from the enterprise 
funds, the town would be in the hole 
$2,794,814.

So, does the town cut projects, delay 
projects or fund them through the un-
designated fund balances at its disposal – 
which the town has.

Currently $2.5 million sits in the un-
designated General Fund Balance and 
$2.7 million sits in the undesignated En-
terprise Fund Balances.

Recently, the town has spent money 
from its undesignated fund balances so 
the undesignated fund balance is now 
38% of  the budget rather than 42% as in 
the past.

Healthy municipalities don’t like to go 
below 25% even though only an 8% un-
designated fund balance is required by law.

However one catastrophe – a hurri-
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• investing at 4,118 Ft. •

Falling Waters... is a newer 
well maintained 52 acre community 
just 2.8 miles from Main St. Highlands.
Secluded but not remote, no road 
noise, no thru traffic...peaceful, quiet 
and private.

Welcome...Come Visit.
GPS Address:  

78 Black Bear Trace  
Highlands, NC 28741

From Main St. take NC 106 toward 
Dillard. 1.8 miles turn R on Mt. Laurel 
Dr., 3 tenths mile, turn L on Moonlight. 

Entrance is on the R

828-508-9952

Falling Waters

The land is well forested and gentle, 
easy building sites and a pleasant place 
to walk. Two waterfalls and several 
creeks add charm and interest to many 
home sites. Paved roads, Underground 
utilities & Gated.

Would love to build BUT......
Neil & Paula Van Hoogen (the develop-
ers) can help. We are knowledgable, ex-
perienced and love the building process. 
We can assist with the many decisions, 
choices and options. In your absence, 
we will be your eyes and ears watching 
out for your best interest. Let’s explore 
the possibilities!

www.highlandsnchomesites.com

By Lynn Kimball
Meadows Mountain Realty

From walls of  windows to spacious 
decks, and expansive patios to lush 
gardens, the focus of  many homes 

capitalizes on the fabulous outdoor life-
style our area offers.  There are many 
trends that are being seen around the na-
tion that are prevalent right here.

Covered decks that offer comfort-
able outdoor living spaces, including seat-
ing that could fit just as well inside plus 
outdoor fireplaces are common in luxury 
homes in Highlands.  Likewise the out-
door kitchen has made its mark, expand-
ing outdoor entertaining to capitalize on 
the fresh mountain air and views.  Beauti-
fully landscaped gardens also add value to 
homes in our area and our lifestyle, en-
hancing the natural beauty surrounding 
us.

Whether you are planning to sell your 
home or simply want to enhance its value, 
it is important to remember what draws 
people to our area in the first place.  If  
your home boasts great views, a beauti-
ful lawn or a wonderful spot to enjoy the 
sunshine and fresh air, take the time to 
make improvements to enhance your sur-
roundings.

Making landscaping improvements 
around your home adds to your home’s 
curb appeal, and curb appeal is what 

Focus On Outdoor Spaces and Surroundings

makes your home attractive to potential 
buyers.  Spring has arrived and now is a 
great time to weed your flower beds, prune 
your trees and shrubs, and plan what you 
want to plant for the growing season.  We 
live in a spectacular area, ripe with natural 
flora and fauna and a place where flowers 
flourish.  There is no time like the present 
to make improvements to your property.

Spring is the time of  year when many 
second home buyers are thinking about 
summer and where they like to spend their 
time.   As we approach the busiest time of  
year for real estate in Highlands, all signs 
are pointing to a busy summer.  The vaca-
tion home market is on a rebound, great 
news for our area.  More and more people 

are feeling financial confidence which is 
translating into spending more money and 
making real estate investments. Vacation 
home markets around the nation are show-
ing signs of  strength and the Highlands 
area is no different.

Lynn Kimball has over 41 years of  real 
estate experience, with 30 years serving the 
Highlands area.  She has gained Emeritus 
Status with the National Association of  
Realtors and is currently serving as Vice 
President for the Highlands Cashiers Board 
of  Realtors.  Whether you are interested in 
searching properties or comprehensive in-
formation about our area, you are invited 
to visit her user friendly website at www.sig-
natureproperties-nc.com. Meadows Moun-
tain Realty has two locations, at 41 Church 
Street in the Old Edwards Inn complex or 
visit Lynn at her 2334 Cashiers Road loca-
tion across from Highlands Falls Country 
Club.  Lynn Kimball may be reached at 
828-421-8193 or by email at Lynn@Mead-
owsMtnRealty.com.
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•Business/organization news•

828-743-0900

On May 4 Highlands Country Club hosted the annual Rotary Club of  Highlands golf  
tournament. Players enjoyed golf  on the historic course, as well as lunch, beverages 
and prizes. All money raised by this tournament helps fund the many projects of  the 
Rotary Club of  Highlands. After the golf  tournament, Rotary members and their guests 
celebrated the 70th anniversary of  the Rotary Club of  Highlands. The club was started 
in 1945 and over the years has sponsored and supported numerous local, national and 
international projects. 

Mary Adair Leslie, Director of  the Martin-Lipscomb Performing Arts Center (PAC), 
defined the relationship of  the PAC with other 501(c)3 organizations, primarily (but not 
exclusively), the Highlands-Cashiers Players and the Chamber Music Festival. These lat-
ter two organizations are separate non-profit organizations which rent space from the 
PAC. The Performing Arts Center presents six live concert performances as well as live 
streaming opera, ballet, and national theater plays. Seven volunteers are needed for each 
performance. Each volunteer receives a free ticket as a thank-you. To volunteer, contact 
Mary Adair Leslie at 828-526-9047. For more information, please visit the Rotary Club 
of  Highlands website at highlandsrotary.org.

From left: guest speaker Mary Adair Leslie, PAC Chairman of the Board Bud Pittman, and 
Rotary President Peter Ray

Rotary hears about the Martin-Lipscomb 
Performing Arts Center

Rotary’s Annual Golf Tournament and  
Celebration of the Club’s 70th Anniversary

Rotary President Peter Ray, Rotary Assistant District Governor Ken Nicholson and President-
Elect Christy Kelly enjoy the anniversary party.

The Rotary Club of High-
lands honored its April 
Highlands School Schol-
ars of the Month at its 
May 5 meeting.  Pictured 
with Nicole Lui, School 
Counselor, and Peter Ray, 
club President, are: Logan 
Petrone, middle school 
winner, Grace Brassard, 
high school winner and 
Nicole Taylor, ,elementary 
school winner. 

April Rotary 
Scholars of 
the Month
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•Biz/org news•

Mayor Patrick Taylor 
explained the capital 
projects going on in 
town. He is pictured 
with club president 

Bill Zoellner. The 
Mountaintop Rotary 

Club meets every 
Wednesday morn-

ing at 7:30 am at the 
Highlands-Cashiers 

Hospital lower level 
Dining Room

Mayor 
briefs 

MtnTop 
Rotary on 

capital 
projects 
in town

Stephen Knapp

New Lightpaintings
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Proverbs 3:5 • PLaCes to worshiP •

BLUE VALLEY BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Oliver Rice, Pastor (706) 782-3965

Sundays: School:10 a.m., Worship:11 
Sunday night services every 2nd & 4th Sunday at 7 

Wednesdays: Mid-week prayer meeting:7 p.m.
BUCK CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH

828-269-3546 • Rev. Jamie Passmore, Pastor
Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11 

CHAPEL OF SKY VALLEY
Sky Valley, GA • 706-746-2999 

Sundays: 10 a.m.:Worship 
Holy Communion 1st Sunday of the month 

Wednesdays: 9 a.m. Healing and Prayer w/Holy 
Communion 

CHRIST ANGLICAN CHURCH 
Rector: Jim Murphy, 252-671-4011 

464 US Hwy 64 east, Cashiers 
Sun.; 8:30a Traditional (Quiet) 1928 Prayer Book Service; 

9:30a Sunday School; 10:30a Family Service w/ Music 
Mon.: Bible Study & Supper at homes - 6 p.m. 

CHRIST CHURCH OF THE VALLEY, CASHIERS
Pastor Steve Kerhoulas • 743-5470

Sun.10:45am, S.S 9:30am. Wed. 6pm supper and teaching.
Tues. Guys study 8am, Gals 10am.

CLEAR CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Jim Kinard

Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11a.m. 
1st & 3rd Sunday night Service: 7.p.m.

Wednesdays –Supper at 6 p.m. 
COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH
www.cbchighlands.com • 526-4685
3645 Cashiers Rd, Highlands, NC

Senior Pastor Gary Hewins  
Sun.: 9:30am: Sunday School

10:30am: Middle & High School; 10:45am: Child. Program,
10: 45am: Worship Service

Wed.: 5pm Dinner ($7 adult, $2 child), 6pm CBC 
University

EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF THE INCARNATION
Rev. Bruce Walker • 526-2968

Sundays: Holy Eucharist (chapel) at 8 a.m.
Education and choir rehearsal, 9 am, 

Holy Eucharist Rite II, (sanctuary),10:30 
Wednesday: 10 a.m., Morning Prayer

Thursdays: Holy Eucharist, (chapel), 10 am
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH HIGHLANDS

828-526-4153 • www.fbchighlands.org
Dr. Mark Ford, Pastor

220 Main Street, Highlands NC 28741
Sun.:Worship 10:45 am; Sun.: Bible Study 9:30 am

Wed.: Men’s Bible Study 8:30 am; Prayer Mtg 6:15 pm; 
Choir 5 pm

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Curtis Fussell & Emily Wilmarth, pastors 

526-3175 • fpchighlands.org
Sun.: Worship: 11 a.m.; School: 9:30

Mondays: 8 a.m.:Men’s Prayer Group & Breakfast
Wednesdays:Choir:5:30p

GOLDMINE BAPTIST CHURCH
(Off Franklin/Highlands Rd) • Rev. Carson Gibson

Sunday School:10 am, Worship Service:11 am
Bible Study:6 pm

GRACE COMMUNITY CHURCH OF CASHIERS
Non-Denominational-Contemporary Worship

242 Hwy 107N, 1/4 miles from Crossroads in Cashiers
www.gracecashiers.com • Pastor Steve Doerter: 743-

9814
Services: Sundays 10am - Wed. - 7pm; Dinner - Wed. 6pm 

HAMBURG BAPTIST CHURCH
Hwy 107N. • Glenville, Nc • 743-2729

Pastor Nathan Johnson
Sunday: School 9:45a, Worship 11a & 7p, Bible Study 6p

Wed. Kidsquest 6p.; Worship 7p.
HIGHLANDS ASSEMBLY OF GOD

Randy Reed, Pastor828-421-9172 • 165 S. Sixth Street 
Sundays: Worship:11 

HIGHLANDS CENTRAL BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Dan Robinson

670 N. 4th Street (next to the Highlands Civic Center)
Sun.: Morning Worship 10:45 a., Evening Worship, 6:30 p. 

Wednesday: Prayer Service, 6:30 p.
HIGHLANDS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

Pastor Paul Christy 526-3376
Sun: School 9:45a.; Worship 9:09,10:50.; Youth 5:30 p.

Wed: Supper: 5:15; youth, & adults activities: 6; Handbell 
rehearsal, 6:15; Choir Rehearsal 7. (nursery provided ); 

7pm Intercessory Prayer Ministry 
HOLY FAMILY LUTHERAN CHURCH:ELCA
Chaplain Margaret Howell • 2152 Dillard Road • 526-

9741
Sun: School and Adult discussion group 9:30 a.m.;  

Worship/Communion:10:30 
HEALING SERVICE on the 5th Sunday of the month.

MACEDONIA BAPTIST CHURCH
8 miles south of Highlands on N.C. 28 S in Satolah

Pastor Troy Nicholson, (828) 526-8425
Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11, Choir:6 p.m.

Wed: Bible Study and Youth Mtg.:7 p.m.
MOUNTAIN SYNAGOGUE

at St. Cyprian’s Episcopal Church, Franklin
828-524-9463

MOUNTAIN BIBLE CHURCH 
743-2583 • Independent Bible Church 

Sun:10:30 a.m. at Big Ridge Baptist Church,  
4224 Big Ridge Road (4.5 miles from NC 107) 

Weds: Bible Study 6:30 p.m.; Youth Group 6 p.m. 
OUR LADY OF THE MOUNTAINS CATHOLIC 

CHURCH
 Parish office (Father Francis): 526-2418

Mass: Sun: 11 a.m.; Sat. at 4p
SCALY MOUNTAIN BAPTIST CHURCH

Rev. Marty Kilby
Sundays: School –10 a.m.; Worship –11 a.m. & 7 

Wednesdays: Prayer Mtg.:7 p.m.
SCALY MOUNTAIN CHURCH OF GOD

290 Buck Knob Road; Pastor Jerry David Hall • 526-3212
Sun.: School:10 a.m.; Worship:10:45 a.m.; Worship: 6 p.m.

SHORTOFF BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Rev. Andy Cloer 

Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11 
Wednesdays: Prayer & Bible Study:7 

THE CHURCH OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD
1448 Highway 107 South, Office: 743-2359

Rev. Douglas E. Remer
Oct-May: Sunday Services: Rite I, 8a Rite II, 10:30 

June-Sept: Sunday Services: Rite I, 8a, Rite II, 9:15 & 11a
Nursery available for Rite II services

Sept 6-Oct 25-Informal Evening Eucharist-5:30 p.m. 
Thursday: Noon Healing Service with Eucharist.
LITTLE CHURCH IN THE WILDWOOD

Beginning Memorial Day weekend
Horse Cove - Kay Ward 743-5009

Old-Fashion hymn-sing Sunday 7-8p. 
UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST FELLOWSHIP 

85 Sierra Drive • 828-524-6777  
Sunday Worship - 11 a.m. 

WHITESIDE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Rev. Sam Forrester/Cashiers

Sunday School:10 am, Worship Service:11 am

John 3:16• sPirituaLLy sPeaking •

By Emily Wilmarth
First Presbyterian Church

My husband and I have been watching Ken Burns’ 
fantastic documentary The National Parks: Amer-
ica’s Best Idea over the past few weeks. (You can 

find it on Netflix.) The six-episode series documents the 
birth and evolution of  the national parks, and encompasses 
first-hand interviews, records and early accounts of  the first 
parks, and of  course, stunning cinematography.  I highly 
recommend it.

I have loved learning about John Muir, one of  the key 
figures and early advocates for setting aside the land for our 
national parks. A Scotsman (and son of  a Presbyterian pas-
tor) who immigrated to the United States with his family in 
1849, Muir was a keen observer of  the natural world and 
a lover of  nature. His words are often quoted throughout 
the documentary. They demonstrate Muir’s profound faith 
in the God of  creation. Clearly, this man found in nature 
proof  of  God’s existence and holiness. 

“All the wild world is beautiful, and it matters but little 
where we go, to highlands or lowlands, woods or plains, on 
the sea or land or down among the crystals of  waves or high 
in a balloon in the sky; through all the climates, hot or cold, 
storms and calms, everywhere and always we are in God’s 
eternal beauty and love. So universally true is this, the spot 
where we chance to be always seems the best.” (John of  the 
Mountains: The Unpublished Journals of  John Muir (1938), 
page 299.) 

Living in Highlands, where one day alone can bring a 
cool morning mist, a torrential hailstorm, a peaceful glow-
ing sunset, and a visit from a bear and her sprightly cubs, it’s 
hard not to agree with Muir. Standing in the midst of  our 
beautiful surroundings, we can get a sense that we are part 
of  something much greater than ourselves. The grandeur of  
nature reminds us that God’s powerful works are far greater 
than anything humans can accomplish. Surrounded by this 
holy goodness day in and day out is both humbling and sat-
isfying; it draws out of  me words of  gratitude to God each 
and every day. “Everybody needs beauty as well as bread, 
places to play in and pray in, where nature may heal and give 
strength to body and soul alike.” (The Yosemite (1912), page 
256.) I have found that place here.

Yet, I know that God’s goodness is not limited to 
mountain vistas or peaceful woods. I have found God’s 
profound, creative, powerful presence in the midst of  a 
crowded urban spaces as well. Walking through the streets 
of  New York City at rush hour, I have been amazed by the 
sheer volume and diversity of  God’s creation. Sitting down 
to share a meal with men and women experiencing hunger 
and homelessness at a shelter in downtown Atlanta, I have 
been humbled by the ways people in life’s toughest condi-
tions can still find joy. Working alongside volunteers from 
near and far to clean up after Hurricane Sandy struck my 
then home-state of  New Jersey, I was overwhelmed by the 
generosity of  strangers who simply wanted to do something 
to help. 

Wherever you are, the beauty of  God’s creation is there, 
too. Keep your eyes open. Take it all in. “God never made 
an ugly landscape,” indeed. (Muir quoted by Samuel Hall 
Young in Alaska Days with John Muir (1915), Chapter 7.)  

• All quotes found at http://vault.sierraclub.org/john_muir_
exhibit/writings/favorite_quotations.aspx.

God’s goodness surrounds us
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•PoLiCe & Fire rePorts•

Dr. Joseph H. Wilbanks, D.D.S.

706-886-9439 • 800-884-9439

278 East Doyle St. • Toccoa, GA

COMPLETE DENTAL CARE UNDER ONE ROOF.

You are only 50 miles away from 30 years experience in top-
notch, high-tech, one-stop dentistry known for its gentle touch. 

• Dental Implants • Root Canal 
Therapy

• SINGLE VISIT CROWNS! 
• Orthodontics including Invisalign  

• Wisdom Teeth Extractions 
and of course Fillings and Cleanings.

(IV Sedation, too)

www.WilbanksSmileCenter.com

The Highlands Police log 
entries from May 4. Only the 
names of persons arrested, 
issued a Class-3 misdemean-
or or public officials have 
been used. 

May 4
• At 11:10 p.m., officers 

were requested involving an 
animal complaint at a resi-
dence on Mill Creek Lane.

May 5
• At 12:10 p.m., officers re-

sponded to a two-vehicle ac-
cident in Highlands Plaza.

May 6
• At 8:35 p.m., officers 

were requested at the Asia 
House restaurant where a 
patron was arguing with the 
owner.

May 7
• A little past midnight, offi-

cers received a call about a dog 
running a bear at a residence on 
Trillium Circle.

May 9
• At 5:30 p.m., officers re-

ceived a report of a burglary 
without forced entry at a resi-
dence on Upper Lake Road, 
where $200 in cash was taken.

May 10
• At 2:05 a.m., Geremy G. 

Gould, 24, of New Hampshire, 
was arrested for DWI when he 
was stopped on US. 64 east for 
driving left of center.

May 10
• At 3:53 p.m., officers 

were requested at a residence 
on Hummingbird Lane where 

someone was trespassing on 
the lake bed.

May 11
• At 3:15 p.m., officers re-

sponded to a one-vehicle acci-
dent on Paul Walden Road.

• At 3:35 p.m., officers were 
requested on NC 106 where 
people were yelling at each oth-
er on the side of the road.

 
The Highlands Fire & 

Rescue Dept. log entries 
from May 7.

May 7
• At 12:54 p.m., the dept. re-

sponded to a fire alarm at a resi-
dence on Crescent Trail.

May 10
• At 2:42 p.m., the dept. re-

sponded to a fire alarm at a resi-

dence on Whiteside Mountain 
Road.

May 11
• At 10:20 a.m., the dept. was 

first-responders to a residence on 

Pierson Drive.
• At 3:20 p.m., the dept. re-

sponded to a fire alarm at a resi-
dence in the Cullasaja Club.

Join Us for a 

Project Lazarus Community Forum & Workshop
Wednesday, May 20 from noon to 2:30p

at the 
Post and Beam Restaurant at The Golf Club at Mill Creek 

341 Country Club Drive, Franklin, NC.  

Keynote speaker will be: 
Fred Wells Brason, II, CEO of Project Lazarus  

Topics include:
• Understand how the Project Lazarus Model works

• Identify what is needed for a successful community-based prescription 
overdose prevention program

• Describe the role of coalitions in overdose prevention and supporting 
people with chronic pain

Lunch will be available to the first 35 people.
To register call 349-2426 or email dwilde@maconnc.org

 Sponsored by Project Lazarus, Community Care of NC and the 
Project Lazarus Substance Abuse Task Force
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Allan Dearth & Sons
Generator 

Sales & Service, Inc.

828-526-9325
Cell: 828-200-1139

email: allandearth@msn.com

Larry Houston
Rock Work

Walls • Fireplaces • Patios • Piers 
All Rock Work • Stucco

(828) 526-4138 or (828) 200-3551

Highlands Automotive

Service
&

Repair

NC
Inspection

Station

2851 Cashiers Road • highlandsautomotive.com
828-787-2360

Deluxe, Indoor 
Climate Controlled Self Storage
With covered loading zone

Highlands Storage Village
526-4555 • Cashiers Rd. 

• Units Available • 

Loma Linda
Farm

NC License # 10978

Dog Boarding • Day Care 
Pastoral Parks

In Home and Leash-free 
Lodging in the lap of luxury.

(828) 421-7922
Highlands, NC

LomaLindaFarm@frontier.com
www.lomalindafarm.com

• Residential or 
Commercial 

• Over 40 Years  
Experience 
• Fast and  

Dependable
• FREE Estimates

• FREE Pick-up and 
Delivery

American 
Upholstery & Fabric 

Outlet

(864) 638-9661 cell: (864) 710-9106
(Owners: Morris & Rachel Bible)

102 S. College Street • Walhalla, SC

You know us as RUNNERS, 
but don’t forget we are also 

NC REAL ESTATE BROKERS. 
You can count on us every 

step of the way to get you to 
the finish line. We train hard 
for races, and we will work 

equally hard for you.

Whiteside 
Cove  

Cottages
5 new log cabins 

nestled in the 
hemlocks on 25 acres at 

the base of Whiteside 
Mountain.

800-805-3558 • 828-526-2222

J&M Towing  
Service

Local and Long Distance Hauls
526-0374 • 342-0583

Owner-Operator 
Jeff Miller

Richard Betz 828-526-5213
Martha Betz 828-200-1411

Country Club Properties
betzrealtor@gmail.com

24-Hour 

Towing

chestnut storage

Look for our sign!
10890 Buck Creek Rd. - 1/2 mile off Cashiers Rd near the hospital 

Storage Units Available
Secure 24 Hour Access

Easy In - Easy Out
Great Rates - Great Terms

Call today to find out why we’re
“Highland’s Premier Facility”

828-482-1045

Come to the shop 
for books and  

puzzles at 
The Falls on Main
Proceeds benefit the 

Hudson Library
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‘Let me help you with your next remodeling project!’

828-342-3500 
kpick64@yahoo.com
43 Holt Road, Highlands

Like me on FaceBook  • Kevin Pickett LLC

Open 7 days a week 
Mon. - Fri. 9a to 7p • Sat. & Sun. 9a to 5p

Reasonable Self-Pay Prices

828-526-0008 155 Main Street • Wright Sq.

Accept most insurances including Medicaid and Medicare

828-369-0436 OR 828-421-0067

Healthy Home Services
Radon & Mold Testing & Removal
Dry Crawl Spaces & Basements

Workers Comp •  Licensed •  Certified

www.HealthyHomeServices.info
828-489-4248 828-200-0949

4Seniors, LLC
Medical Liaison Services

An advocate to guide you through the 
complex medical labyrinth of services 

and treatments.
We will help you and your family ...

• Understand your medical condition
• Understand your treatment options

• Decipher your medical bills w/Medicare and Ins.
Contact Patricia Smith • Registered Nurse Practitioner

828-482-1821

4seniors.hc@gmail.com

YARD SALE
PERSONAL LAB SERVICES/DOSHER PHYS-

ICAL THERAPY RELAY FOR LIFE TEAM will have 
a Yard Sale Saturday, May 16, starting at 8 a.m. at 
555 Depot Street, Franklin, NC.  Proceeds will go to 
Relay for Life of Franklin, NC.

WANTED
RESPONSIBLE MALE, employed locally 12 

years, seeking room in house or similar near town. May-
Nov. Flexible. 772-321-0881. (st. 5/7)

TWO OR THREE BEDROOM cottage in town. 
Long term rental. Call 828-200 1371. 

COUPLE LOOKING FOR 2BD/1BA HOUSE 
to rent within 5 miles of Main Street. No smoking, no pets. 
Call Jeremy at 706-599-0778. (st. 5/14)

HELP WANTED
WHOLE LIFE MARKET & NECTAR JUICE 

BAR now hiring! Send resume to wholelife@frontier.
com or stop by for an application. For more information 
call 828-526-5999. (st. 5/14) 

CNA/MED AIDE, AND COOK, Chestnut Hill of 
Highlands, (828)526-5251. (5/28) 

HIRING FULL TIME 
DELIVERY,WAREHOUSE PERSON for retail 
store in Highlands. Must be able to lift and move fur-
niture. Would prefer CDL. Send resume to shannon@
dutchmansdesigns.com (st. 5/7)

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED Food Pantry, High-
lands 1- 2 hours per month Sharon Giddens . 828482-
0558 

SALES ASSOCIATE FOR HIGH END RE-
TAIL CLOTHING STORE IN HIGHLANDS, NC. 
full time. part-time and seasonal. Must be available to 
work weekends. Retail clothing sales experience pre-
ferred. Please call 828-200-0928 (st. 4/30) 

MAIN STREET INN AND BISTRO now hir-
ing servers, bussers and line cooks, experience rerquired. 
Please call Robbie @ 828-526-2590. (st. 4/30) 

JANITORIAL ASSOCIATE (HIGHLANDS) 
Immediate need for reliable part-time experienced 
cleaning associate at a local business. Please respond by 
email ( jramsaur@stmoritzgroup.com ) with full name, 

• CLassiFieDs •

Service Directory Ads:
$17/week Black and White

$22/week color
Classified Ads:

$6 for 10 words; 20 cents for each 
additional word.

Yellow Highlight $2/week extra
Color Photo $2/week extra

• See CLASSIFIEDS page 22

The Website 
Says it All!

Sarah M. Mueller, C.P.C

www.LifeCoachSarah.org

Certified Professional Life Coach
828-526-4094 • 561-309-7042
SarahMmueller3@gmail.com

“One day at a time.”

cane or winter storm – where a town has to foot the bill 
for repairs prior to any reimbursement – can quickly use 
up undesignated funds and put a town in financial straits.

The only thing the board decided on during the first 
budget meeting was to increase property taxes by 1.4 cents; 
the only thing it decided on at the second meeting was to 
pass a project ordinance for the Lake Sequoyah Project 
since it is crossing two budget years. 

Town Manager Bob Frye said the town needs a free-
standing ordinance to enable it to appropriate funds – 
which it has – to both finish out the 2014-’15 budget year 
and move into the 2015-’16 budget year.

Other than that, at Commissioner Amy Patterson’s 
suggestion, Frye was asked to come up with several “bud-
get scenarios” should the town not pursue a revenue neu-
tral stance with the 1.4 cents tax increase or decide to raise 
fees – something Frye didn’t think was necessary when he 
delivered the first 2015-’16 budget scenario.

“There was a lot of  discussion over whether or not 
some projects I marked for potential elimination needed to 
be done this year so as to not get in a hole down the road, 
but a lot of  things need fixing,” said Frye. “In the end, they 
asked that I provide them some additional revenue figures 
for various fee increases and tax increases so they could see 
how much revenue would be generated.”

If  more revenue was generated, fewer capital project 
requests would have to be eliminated or delayed. 

Frye said though he wasn’t looking at any fee increases 
this year, fee increases would definitely have to happen in 
the 2016-’17 budget – specifically electrical and sanitation.

“I will have some figures at the next meeting – Thurs-
day, May 21 at 3 p.m. – for potential sanitation fee increase 
as well as revenue generated by a .25 .50 .75 and 1.0 cent 
increase to the tax rate which would be beyond the revenue 
neutral rate of  1.4 cents,” said Frye.

...SCENARIOS continued 
from page 14



pets ok with approval, $825.00 + utilities, 
available June 1  843-816-4553. (st. 5/7)

APARTMENT. 1 BED/1BATH. 
Furnished. W/D available. WiFi, satellite 
TV. 1 1/2 miles from Main Street, $550 
plus 1/2 utilities and $300 cleaning de-
posit. Call 828-526-4598. Leave message. 
(st. 5/7)

HOME FOR RENT: Three Bed-
room home, 3 miles from town. Beauti-
ful terrace and yard, pond and mountain 
views. Available seasonally or year round. 
Call 828-421-4681 (st. 2/29) 

SAPPHIRE NC. Partitioned Home 
for lease - 2 Bedroom (mountain views) 
with 2-car Garage. Easy access Sapphire 
NC. 561-346-6400 (11/20)

COMMERCIAL FOR RENT
COMMERCIAL SPACE, AP-

PROXIMATELY 1500SF AVAILABLE 
6/1/2015.  Space can be subdivided into 
500 & 1000 sf units. Located on Hwy 64 
East (Highlands) on high traffic road with 
excellent visibility and easy in and out 
parking. 828-526-4889.(st. 4/2)

VAC/SEASONAL RENTAL
PRIVATE COTTAGE. Seasonal 

rental by week or month right in town. 
828-200-6195 (st. 5/14) 

H I G H L A N D S  VAC AT I O N 
RENTAL DOWNTOWN. 2/2 updated 
in 2014 with luxury master bath, king bed, 
marble & SS kitchen. Second floor condo 
two blocks off Main. Renovated like an Old 
Edwards Suite! W/D in unit, flat screen T.V., 
gas fireplace, off street parking. Available 
weekly $1,000 plus utilities. Call 828-352-
8519. (st. 12/25) 

LOTS/LAND FOR SALE

TWO LAND PARCELS JOINED. 
NC tract consists of 25.75 acres and a 
farm house. GA parcel consists of 54 .18 
acres, 3 bed/2 bath, full basement, two car 
garage, 2 barns and 2 outbuildings. Land has 
pasture, agricultural forestry and 2 creeks. 
Located in Clear Creek area. $925,000. For 
more information contact Fran Wilson at 
304-615-3553. (st. 4/2) 

LAND FOR SALE IN CLEAR 
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• CLassiFieDs •
telephone number and a brief descrip-
tion of commercial janitorial experience 
or call 919-780-9232. (st. 4/30)

POTPOURRI BOUTIQUE 
STORES IN HIGHLANDS AND 
CASHIERS looking for seasonal part 
or full time sales persons from May to 
November. Must have retail experience 
with women’s clothing and accessories, 
eyewear experience a plus. Required to 
work weekends and holidays, except 
Thanksgiving Day and Christmas Day. 
Fast paced, on your feet all day. Email 
resume to potpourrihighlands@yahoo 
com (st. 4/16)

SWEETREATS DELI. call 828-
526-9632. (ST. 4/2)

NEW HIGHLANDS RES-
TAURANT hiring all positions - sous 
chef, line cooks, dish, servers, server 
assistants, host/hostess logcabinrestau-
rant2015@gmail.com

MOUNTAIN FRESH GRO-
CERY in Highlands is hiring full-time 
for: 

• Baristas, 
• Cashiers, 
• Grill, 
• Deli, and 
• Pizza departments. 
Applicants should apply in person 

or email resume to jobs828@gmail.com
WOLFGANG’S RESTAURANT 

now hiring experienced waitstaff and line 
cook. Please call Jacque at 828.526.3807 
(st. 2/29) 

SCALY MOUNTAIN NURSERY 
now hiring for landscape division. Call 
526-9269 or Matt at 371-2474. (4/9)

CREEKSIDE RESTAURANT 
INHIGHLANDS now hiring chef/
cook and servers. Experience required. 
Call Bob at 828-526-9822. (st. 2/26)

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY
FLOWER SHOP FOR SALE IN 

HIGHLANDS PLAZA, great situa-
tion for a duo! All inclusive and turn key. 
Includes all inventory, stock, supplies. 
Monthly income contracts. 18 years in 
business, Loyal Customers, Best Location. 
828-526-8671. (5/30) 

SMALL BUSINESS, GREAT 
LOCATION. tons of goodwill, Retail 
ready. Under valued! $5,000. Call 828-
526-2801 or 404-550-1565. (3/19-4/30)

RESIDENTIAL FOR RENT
CONDO FOR RENT: 2 

Bdr/2Bath, unfurnished Emerald Crest, 
with views, Sapphire Valley amenities, 

CREEK: 2.18 acre parcel has road front-
age on Mack Wilson Rd. $15,900. Any 
reasonable offers will be considered. Call 
828-526-2874. (st. 4/23) 

RESIDENTIAL FOR SALE
CABINS FOR SALE/RENT. Lo-

cated on Sawmill Road in Clear Creek. 
4.63 acres. Call 828-526-2720. Price Ne-
gotiable. (st. 5/7))

2BED/2BATH 1.20 AC. Fantastic 
views & Privacy $88,999. Call 482.2050 
706.782.9728. Cypresslanesale@facebook. 
(st. 8/7) 

ITEMS FOR SALE 
FURNITURE: leather living room 

set w/tables: full dining room set w/crystal 
and curio cabinets: King bed set, two queen 
bed sets, oriental rugs and more: call for 
appointment 828-482-0313 (5/21)

MOTORCYCLE: CLASSIC 2005 
Kawasaki Vulcan 800 with many custom 
upgrades $3800, 828-482-0313 (5/21)

2003 FORD EXPLORER, Red, 
200,300, miles Good condition, appraised 
at, $3900, vin report, available, $3500, 
828.342.1999 (st. 5/14)
NEW DETACHABLE SNOW 
PLOW FOR FORD 250 SUPER 
DUTY TRUCK OR SIMILAR. Also 
salt spreader for same size truck. Asking 
$1200 for both or reasonable offer. Please 
call Frank at 828-526-1953. (st. 4/16)

WORMY CHESTNUT FOR 
SALE: Approximately 300 square feet of 
¾” wormy chestnut wainscot milled and 
finished. Board length 36”; width varies 
from 4” to 8”. $2800 lot price. 404-944-
5298 (st. 3/20)

SERVICES
HOUSEKEEPING, PAINT, 

powerwashing, tree Care. Call 828-200-
0492. (5/21)

H I G H L A N D S - C A S H I E R S 
HANDYMAN: Repairs, remodeling, 
painting, pressure washing, minor plumbing 
and electric, decks and additions. Free 
Estimates. Insured. Call 421-4667. (4/23) 

HIGHLANDS RESIDENTIAL 
WINDOW CLEANING. 25+ years 
experience. Call Greg at 828-200-7223. 
(6/4) 

THERAPEUTIC STRETCHING 
can free up your joints, increase Range Of 
Motion, improve walking gait and posture, 
prevent pain and even help you play better 
golf.
YO U N G  A G A I N  F I T N E S S 
P ROTO C O L  I S  T H E  M O S T 
comprehensive of private studio fitness 

programs designed by 61 year old trainer 
Hank Miller to get you healthier and 
keep you functioning younger from your 
50’s through your 80’s! Minutes from 
Highlands. NC LMT6820 Call:828-305-
9713.. (5/14)

HANDI-MAN – E lectr ica l , 
plumbing, painting, carpentry, yard work. 
Call Al at 828-332-7271 or 828-369-
6245. (st. 4/2) 

ZEN SPA BY ANGEL JOY. A 
NEW DAY SPA IN HIGHLANDS 
OFF HYW 64 (NEXT TO HIGHLANDS 
FALLS COUNTRY CLUB) Open Mon 
-  Sat 8am - 7pm. Deep Tissue, 
Hot Stones, Reflexology and more.  
Visit us online for options. www.
zenspabyangeljoy.com. Mention ad 
get 10% OFF ph. 919-413-7411’ 
(6/18)

I PAY TOP DOLLAR for premium 
low mileage automobiles 828-347-6600. 
(st. 6/5) 

COMPUTER REPAIR. House 
calls, lessons, audio/video installation, 
iphone/ipad repairs. Call Dusty 276-724-
0669 (st. 4/26)

PIANO LESSONS with Marquita. 
Adults and Children. Cal 910-548-2719. 
(st. 2/26) 

LOCAL MARY KAY. PROD-
UCTS IN STOCK. FREE skin care 
and cosmetic consultation. Call Maggie 
787-2233. (st. 4/26) 

ALL AROUND OFFICE SOLU-
TIONS – Bookkeeping Services, Payroll 
Prep, Payroll Tax Prep, Billing Services, 
Virtual Assistant, Data Base Management, 
Administrative Services, Research Assis-
tance, Quickbooks Set-up and Training. 
Call Mary James at 828-421-0002 or 
email mjames@allaroundofficesolutions.
com (st. 1/15)

HIGH COUNTRY PHOTO/
KEVIN VINSON: scanning photos, 
slides & negatives to CD or DVD for 
easier viewing. Video transfer to DVD. 
Everything done in house. Leave message 
at 828-526-5208. (st. 4/23)

HIGHLANDS TAXI & SHUT-
TLE: Let Charlie Dasher handle your 
transportation whether it’s to the air-
port, a special event, or just around town. 
Van service for weddings. Licensed and 
insured. 526-8645. (st. 7/18/13)

MOLD AND MUSTY SMELL 
IN YOUR HOME? Call for free inspec-
tion. 828-743-0900.
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Main Street Inn & Bistro 
828-526-2590 • mainstreet-inn.com

“Ace is the Place.”

At Main & 3rd streets
Highlands 526-2157

Hardware
Reeves

3

19

www.chambersagency.net

Chambers Realty 
& Vacation Rentals

Homes and Land For Sale
Vacation Homes for Rent

526-3717 OR 888-526-3717
401 N 5th St, Highlands

11

1

Main St, Oak Square,  
Mon-Sat, 10-5 

Sun. 12-4

Oriental Rug 
Gallery

526-5759

Andrea 
Gabbard 

Broker/Owner
828-200-6742

Country Club Properties
“Your local hometown 

Real Estate professionals.”
3 Offices 828-526-2520

www.CCPHighlandsNC.com

2

10

Highlands Mountain Realty

42

Celebrating our 21st Season!

Bistro Service Starts at 4p
Dining Room Starts at 5:30p

474 Main Street • 828-526-3807
www.wolfgangs.net • Find us on FaceBook

highlandsmountainrealty.net

Santa

BRIAN RENFRO
828-226-0118
brianrenfro@gmail.com
www.brianrenfro.com

Pam Nellis, Broker
O: 828.743.1999
C: 828.787.1895

Email: Pam@ncliving.com
Website: www.ncliving.com

The 
Lost Hiker

Open
5p to 2a

www.thelosthikers 
bar.com

www.facebook.com/
The Lost Hiker

475 Carolina Way
828-526-8232

WEEKLY SPECIALS 
& EVENTS
Monday 

$3 Wells & Free Pool
Tuesday

$4 Wells, Fireball & 
Karaoke

Wednesday 
$4 Jagerbombs & 

Free Pool
Thursdays

$6 Long Island Ice Tea 
& Pool Tournament

Friday
$4 Fireball & 
Live Music
Saturday

$5 Fireball & 
Live Music

Sunday 
$3 Wells & Free Pool

Available at 
Jackson Hole Gem Mine
9770 Highlands Rd, Highlands

828-524-5850

526-1796
479 South St., Ste. 5 • Highlands NC
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Sat., May 16
Dustin Martin & The 

Ramblers

SOLD



www.firemt.com • (800) 775-4446

Cashmere
Scotland’s Best Knitwear

MCCULLEY’S

“Top of the Hill”
242 S. 4th St.

Open 7 days a week
526-4407

828-526-2338

30 ...on the Verandah 
Restaurant

on Lake Sequoyah

Open Year-Round.
343-D

Main Street.
526-4035

www.wildthymegourmet.com

pat.f.allen@gmail. com 

#1 
Broker 

Highlands/Cashiers 
2010-2014 per  

HCMLS

Jody Lovell
33

www.ontheverandah.com

Open for
 Dinner nightly 

at 5:30p.
Sunday brunch, 

too

Open for 
Lunch & 

Dinner daily

Pat Allen 
Broker-in-charge

Cell: 828-200-9179 
Office: 828-526-8784

www.patallenrealtygroup.com 

828-526-4104
highlandssir.com

828-526-8784
295 Dillard Road

Paoletti
Please call for reservations

526-4906

Join us for our 31st year
Serving Dinner Daily

from 5 p.m.

“Invest in Highlands, NC Real Estate ... and Invest in Your Life.”TM 

(828) 526-8118 • 125 South 4th Street

40

WhiteOakRG.com

Susie deVille 
Broker-in-Charge

(828) 371-2079

Leslie Cook
Broker

(828) 421-5113

Wick Ashburn 
Broker

(828) 421-0500

Tara Ray
Executive Assistant

(828) 371-1622

Emily Chastain 
Operations Manager

(828) 200-6277

BROKERS:
Jim Kinard 
828-371-8993 

Julie Osborn
828-200-6165

Sherman Pope 
828-342-4277

Cy Timmons 
828-200-9762

Sheryl Wilson 
828-337-0706

9770 Highlands Rd., Highlands
828-524-5850

www.jacksonholegemmine.com

Open
7 Days a Week

10a to 4p

Closed Tuesday & Wednesday


