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The
 SUMMER HOUSE

Open 
Mon. through Sat. 

9a-5p
Sun., noon -5p

2089 Highway 106
828-526-5577

‘Home Furnishing Center’

66 Highlands Plaza, Highlands

The Fun for the whole family!

828-526-8773
highlandscanopytour.comContact Mal Phillips • 828-200-2642 • 828-448-4377

3BD/3BA, furnished & turn-key. Spacious, Private, Distinctive. MLS #81489 • $964,000 

Long & Short Multi-Range Views, Whiteside Mt, too! 

‘Summertime, Summertime, 
Sum, Sum, Summertime!’

Memorial Day Weekend is the unofficial kickoff to summer 
and nothing says “Summer!” like ice cream. This happy group 
of afterschoolers in Town Square were getting their fill last 
week while enjoying being outside in warm weather garb!

– Photo by Kim Lewicki

Highlands PD sheds the past; is poised for the future

During a joint meeting of  
the Macon County Board of  
Commissioners and the Macon 
County Board of  Education, 
Superintendent Dr. Chris Baldwin 
laid out the school board’s funding 
concerns for the upcoming year. 

For the school system to 
continue operating at current 
l eve l s,  Ba ldwin  in for med 
commissioners that the school 
system would need an additional 
$527,343 above last year’s budget 
bringing the 2015-16 budget 
request to $7,865,673.

The shortfall is associated 
with federal and state cuts in the 
past, as well as an anticipation 
for what can be expected in the 
coming year. 

Even  though Ba ldwin 
informed commissioners that 
since the 2011-12 school year,  
school system has reduced the 
budget by $1,317,689, it still isn’t 
enough.  Budget line items such 

County and 
BOE hoping 
for relief from 

the state

•See CHARTER page 3

Charter and public schools 
battle for same funding 

sources despite different regs 
State leaders are looking to 

make a change in public education, 
and if  the Governor’s budget or the 
House budget is any indication of  
what is to come, big changes could 
be headed our way. 

The North Carolina House 
education budget proposal calls 
for an increase to school spending 
in K-12 of  $269 million, a 3.3 
percent increase over the current 
year’s budget. 

While a significant portion of  
the House’s budget includes $100.2 
million to help fund enrollment 
growth in the state, one new item in 
the budget has caught the attention 
of  Macon County school leaders. 

The House budget includes 
$1 million to launch pilot programs 
through Parents for Educational 
Freedom in North Carolina, a 
charter school advocacy group. 
The group would give out $200,000 
grants for new charter schools 
across North Carolina. 

Last month, the Macon 
County Board of  Education sent 

a letter to state representatives 
opposing the measure, and instead 
asked the state to use those funds 
to fully fund public education. 

M a c o n  C o u n t y 
Superintendent Dr. Chris Baldwin 
spoke to county commissioners 
and school board members earlier 
this month about the adverse effect 
the charter school “seed” money 
could have locally, as well as how 
the local charter school is inflating 
the budget. 

Summit Charter School, 
located in Cashiers, currently has 
36 students enrolled in its school 
from the Highlands area (Macon 
County). According to Baldwin, 
between the local, state, and federal 
dollars that follow the students 
to their school choice, Macon 
County loses about $200,000 for 
those students to attend the charter 
school. 

“We need to start looking 
at Summit Charter School as 
being another small school funded 

•See POLICE page 14

Remember those who  sacrificed all.

Highlands Police Chief  Bill 
Harrell made no bones about it: 
the Highlands Police Department 
of  today is nothing like the police 
department of  yesterday.

At Monday night’s Planning 

Board meeting, members gath-
ered at the police department to 
learn about public safety in regard 
to the town’s Comprehensive Plan 
which the group is updating.

Chief  Harrell replaced Chief  

Jerry Cook 10 years ago this July. 
Cook retired from the position af-
ter 25 years.

In regard to the past, and 
a letter-to-the-editor from Re-
tired Police Chief  Jerry Cook 

that appeared in the newspapers 
last week, Harrell said much has 
changed.

For starters, every one of  his 
12 full-time officers and even the 
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By Mayor Pat Taylor

I have promised to keep 
citizens informed. In that 
spirit, I do a weekly radio 

show, “Ask the Mayor.” I have 
a monthly coffee hour at the 
Hudson Library open to all. At 
present I have written about 70 
“Mayor on Duty” columns. Any-
one can drop by my office or call 
me on my phone. The feedback 
is mostly positive, but then I receive some 
generally constructive criticism about me 
and the town. I look into valid concerns 
and respond.

Communication goes both ways. 
Several opinions about the town have 

recently appeared in the local press. I want 
to share with everyone, as the late Paul 
Harvey put it, “the rest of  the story.” Or at 
least my views.

One letter-to-the-editor charged 
that our police department did not show 
proper respect to the family at the funeral 
of  a former Highlands police officer. The 
whole story was not told. Highlands of-
ficers Castle, Dowdle and Reynolds were 
at the funeral dressed in full uniform, and 
I attended the funeral as the Mayor of  
Highlands. 

Furthermore, 25 regional law 
enforcement agencies have been 
consulted concerning the proto-
col for honoring deceased current 
and former officers. That policy is 
being drafted to be presented to 
the town commissioners for their 
review.

Another item I noticed was 
the cartoon of  juxtaposing a pic-
ture of  town electrical department 

truck near the words Bucket Truck next to 
a picture of  a woman in Christmas regalia 
near the words Ice Skating. Other captions 
were Needs and Wants. The connotation 
was that the town might spend funds for an 
ice skating rink rather than buying a needed 
bucket truck. The real story is that the skat-
ing rink is a privately funded initiative, while 
the purchase of  the truck will come from 
town funds. It is not an either or situation as 
implied by my cartoonist friend.

Finally, it was great to know my buddy 
Fred has come out of  hibernation from 
poolside in Miami to take the town on about 

Setting the record straight

Dear Editor, 
In response to Jerry Cook’s letter May 14. SHAME, SHAME, SHAME on the Town 

of  Highlands and its police department! 
Sharon Bowen

Highlands

Shame on Highlands

Monkey Hill sledding. Surprisingly, Fred is 
just now catching up on old news. 

Yes, it is exasperating that the town 
constantly worries about law suits. On the 
other hand, there isn’t a week that goes by 
that someone isn’t threatening to sue the 
town, and some do. If  anything in the least 
bit bad occurs on a Highlands street, lawyers 
are poised to intervene. As mayor I have 
stated the town, in many respects, should be 
operated like a business. I suspect there is 
not a town business that has a cavalier at-
titude about liability. Even columnists have 
to worry about liability. 

My father-in-law, former Mayor Buck 
Trott, was once asked by a columnist to sign 
a release holding the columnist free of  li-
ability about anything he would write about 
the mayor. Actually, everyone is free to say 
pretty much anything about an elected of-
ficial, including the mayor. Oh no, did I just 
say that?

To paraphrase Paul Harvey, that is my 
story. Good day!

as athletics were reduced by $70,351, while 
others, such as technology, were reduced 
by $243,315, based on Baldwin’s figures. 

Like in the past, Baldwin drove home 
the point of  how expensive it is to operate 
the Highlands and Nantahala schools, and 
hopes that state legislation introduced by 
Senator Jim Davis, would help alleviate 
some of  that burden. 

Both Highlands and Nantahala School 
cost the county school district significantly 
more to operate each year compared to the 
other schools in the district. 

Together, Nantahala and Highlands 
house 483 students. If  those students 
were transferred to schools located within 
Franklin, an additional 1.5 students would 
be added to schools. That addition wouldn’t 
require any additional teachers to manage 
the enrollment growth. 

“Basically, Wayah Mountain and the 
Cullasaja Gorge cost us $2,173,500 a year,” 
said Dr. Baldwin.

Because of  the geographical makeup 
of  the county, Baldwin said that both 
Highlands and Nantahala are crucial for 
the district.

Earlier this year, Senator Jim Davis 
introduced legislation into the General 
Assembly that would provide Macon 
County with more money for the 
operational expenses associated with 
Nantahala and Highlands. The small school 
funding bill would need to make it out of  
committee, and according to Beale, if  it 
does, it would be in the budget for the 
coming year.

The state’s budget is still being figured 
out, but according to a budget released by 
the House Appropriations subcommittee 
on Education, there could be some hope 
on the state level. One big factor comes in 
the funding for teacher assistants. 

According to Baldwin, Macon County 
is bracing for a $279,000 budget shortfall 
just to keep the teacher assistants currently 
employed this year, next year. 

According to the House budget, 
leaders are recommending $88.8 million in 
recurring funds be placed in the budget for 
teacher assistants. If  that holds up when the 
budget gets sent to the state, half  of  the 
local budget shortfall would be eliminated. 

The house budget also includes $26.4 
million in non-recurring funds to restore 
driver education funding. Baldwin told 
county leaders that they were bracing for a 
$72,000 budget shortfall based on driver’s 
education. If  the state was to restore that 
funding, Macon County would be on a   
coming year. 



Highlands Newspaper - Thurs., May 14, 2015 - 828-200-1371 - Page 3

It’s a bear’s world in Highlands!
This cub was rescued by 
the crew of All Seasons 
Landscape while on the job 
in the Highgate community 
in Highlands. (See story in 
the May 14 edition. )
Still on the job, they headed 
over to VZ Top to work 
at the Stewart’s place and 
took the cub along since 
the mother wouldn’t take 
it back.
While there Judith Stewart 
got a real “bear hug.”
After a days work, the crew 
took the cub home to feed 
it. They tried to reunite it 
with its mother the next 
day when back on the job 
at Highgate but the mother 
rejected the cub and it 
is now in a rehabilitation 
center where it will get 
its “wildness” back before 
being released the summer 
of 2016.

Everyday this 
mama bear 

brings her three 
cubs to play in 

the yard of a 
residence near 

Fifth and Laurel 
streets. 

...CHARTER continued from page 1
by Macon County,” Dr. Baldwin told 
commissioners. “Those are our students 
going to that school, and we provide a 
portion of  the funding for them to go there.” 

About Summit Charter School 
Summit Charter School is a public 

charter school in Jackson County that 
currently serves 197 students. The bulk of  
those students, 150, are from Jackson County, 
with 36 coming from Macon County and 11 
from Transylvania County. 

•See CHARTER page 6
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Open 7 days a week from 11 a.m.
365 Main Street • Highlands • 526-5660

Serving Lunch and Dinner Year-Round.
Gourmet Foods, Full Service Bar
Town Square at 343-D Main St. • Highlands

828-526-4035

Serving Lunch Daily  
11a to 4p

Serving Dinner from 
5:30p 

7 days a week

Coffee • Espresso Drinks
Smoothies • Hot Soup
Paninis • Baked Goods

On Main Street • Highlands
7 days a week • 7a to 6p • 526-0020

Lunch and Dinner: 
7 nights a week 5-9p

For reservations call: 526-4429
Main Street • Highlands

Cyprus International 
Cuisine

• Highlands Area Dining •

Lunch Buffet 
Listed in ‘100 Top Chinese Restaurants in USA’

In-town delivery w/$15 order
Highlands Plaza • 526-5525

Golden China

ONLY

BUFFET 

IN TOWN!

LUNCH: 
11-2:30, M-TH $7.95

Friday: Seafood Buffet $8.95

Wine & Beer • No MSG

Open Monday-Saturday
11a to 9:30p

Menu available, too

Specialty Sandwiches, Hot Dogs & Salads, 
Domestic & Imported Beers

6”•10”•14”•16”•20”pies

Hand-tossed - thick, thin, pan
Gluten-free & Whole Wheat, too

Open Year Round 7 days/wk

Mon. – Thurs. 11a to 10p
Fri., & Sat., 11a to 11p

Sun., noon to 10p
828-787-1680 or 828-787-1900

We Cater!
151 Helen’s Barn Ave., Highlands

Asia House
Japanese • Asian• Thai • Hibachi Cuisine

828-526-2338

...on the Verandah 
Restaurant

on Lake Sequoyah
www.ontheverandah.com

Open for 
Dinner nightly 

at 5:30p.
 Also

Sunday Brunch

US 64 west • Highlands

Open Daily • Closed Tuesdays

21st

OPEN
7 nights a week

“Our
31st 
Year”



Sports Page 
Sandwich Shoppe

Monday:Saturday
Breakfast: 7:30:10:30am 

Lunch: Until 2:30pm

Serving Breakfast & Lunch.

Full cooked-to-order breakfast &
Daily Lunch Specials.

314 main Street, Highlands
(828) 526-3555

100% Mexican Food!
Open 

Monday-Sunday
11a to 10p

526-0608 • 30 Dillard Road • Highlands

When in Franklin think ....

All You Can Eat
Lunch Buffet • $7.99 Dinner Buffet • $10.99

Sunday All Day Buffet • $10.99
To-Go Buffet

Lunch $4.29/lb. • Dinner $4.99/lb.
Dine-In & Carry-out Menu Selections

828-349-9800

109 Commons Dr., Franklin 
(next to the Super Walmart)

asian-king-franklin-nc.com

• Highlands Area Dining •

Open 7 days 
11a to 9:30-10p

Seafood Fridays at Creekside
Introducing our Seafood Extravaganza

Tender Lobster,
Steamed Snow Crab,

Shrimp Scampi,
Jumbo Fried Shrimp,

Fries or 
Sauteed Veggies with 

Bread and Salad
Reservations necessary for this platter • 828-526-9822

Full Dinner Menu also available
451 N. 4th St., 

Mountain Brook 
Center

Highlands

at The Main Street Inn
270 Main Street (828) 526-2590

Serving Lunch  
Sun., Mon,. Thurs., Fri., & Sat.

Serving Dinner: Fri. & Sat.
Norma Jean on the guitar in the garden 
throughout Memorial Day Weekend!

Courtyard Cafe & Catering

Fun, Casual Fare
Burgers of all kinds • Salads • Wraps

Smoothies • Hot & Cold Soups 
Sweet or Savory Pastry Hand Pies • Desserts

Open 6 days a week
Mon.-Fri.: 10:30a to 5:30ish

Sat.: 9a to 5:30ish

828-526-4188 • 470 Oak Street

Open for 
Breakfast and Lunch EVERYDAY • 9a to 3p

Dinner, Thurs., Fri. & Sat. • 5:30p until
Sunday 9a to 2:30p

(Closed Wednesdays)
Homemade Desserts • Gluten Free Pizza 

& Desserts Available • Catering, Too!

20 Old Mud Creek Rd, Scaly Mtn.

828-526-0803
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“A curious mind knows no bounds” 

• APPROPRIATION ART: Join Margaret Browne 
curator for The Bascom’s exhibition Contemporary Col-
lage: Found Images, Mutable Meanings, as she addresses the 
question: How did we get from Picasso to Post-modern-
ism? The audience will gain a greater understanding of Post-
modern art by contrasting its characteristics and goals with 
those of Modernist art, illustrating concepts with examples 
of artworks at all points on the Modern-to-Post-modern 
spectrum. Thursday, May 28, 4-5 Cost $10

• PRIVATE LIFE IN ANCIENT PHOENICIA: 
Are you a lover of history? Don’t miss the lecture given 
by Helen Dixon, who is a professor in the History Depart-
ment at NC State where she has spent 2 years teaching 
ancient Near Eastern and ancient Greek civilization. Dr. 
Dixon will share the details of the lives of one our most 
influential ancient civilizations. Friday, May 29, 10-12, Cost 
$25/$35

• EPIC RUSSIA THROUGH EPIC FILM: Come 
see visions of the magnificence of Russia through the eyes 
of filmmakers both past and present. Colin Mackey has 
presented classes on film for CLE for the past four years. 
He begins the film tour of Russia with the revolutionary 
Soviet propagandists Vertov, Kuleshov and Eisenstein and 
will show how their work influenced the visions of Russia 
as seen in David Lean’s Dr. Zhivago, King Visor’s War and 
Peace, Warren Beatty’s Reds and Joe Wright and Tom Stop-
pard’s Anna Karenina, with many other stops along the way. 
Monday, June 1, 2-4, Cost $25/$35

• MOVIE – REDS: Nominated for an Academy 
Award for Best Picture in 1981, Reds was co-written, pro-
duced and directed by Warren Beatty. The films centers on 
the life and career of journalist John Reed, who chronicled 
the Russian Revolution in his book Ten Days that Shook the 
World. Beatty stars in the lead role alongside Diane Keaton 
and Jack Nicholson. Tuesday, June 2, 2-4 Cost $10 Location: 
CLE Lecture Hall

• BIRDING BEYOND THE FEEDER: Your yard 
and the kinds of plants in it matter to birds! Curtis Small-
ing, a life-long bird watcher and current director of the 
Land Bird Conservation with Audubon will discuss why the 
Highlands Plateau is considered an “Important Bird Area” 
and explore ways to enjoy the birds in your own backyard. 
Friday, June 5, 10-12, Cost $25/$35

• BRIDGE: POLISHING YOUR BASICS (IN-
TERMEDIATE): Is your Bridge game a little rusty? If you 
need a little help in stepping up your game then join Bridge 
expert Duane Meeter for 4 sessions to help you improve 
your skills by practicing some simple rules and principles. 
Mondays, June 8, 15, 22, and 29 (4 sessions) 9:30-11:30 Cost 
$80/$100 Location: Highlands Civic Center

For more information on classes or The Center for Life En-
richment please stop by our office located in the lower level of 
the Peggy Crosby Center at 348 S. 5th Street, call 828-526-
8811 or visit www.clehighlands.com

U P C O M I N G  E V E N T S
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We’ve Moved!
Now at 

434 Carolina Way, Suite 5

John R. Mayer
Attorney at Law, PLLC

Post Office Box 750
Highlands, NC, 28741
Phone: 828-526-3731

New Clients Welcome!

In-town studio one block east of Main Street  
on Carolina Way

Member 
International Association of Yoga Therapy

Professionally Licensed and Experienced 
Teachers in a Safe and Comfortable Studio 

• One-on-One Yoga Therapeutics  
• Group Classes for All Levels. 

• Drop-ins welcome  
• Classes are 75 to 90 minutes

$15/class 

Check out our full schedule at  
www.yogahighlands.com 

or call for a consultation today 
828-526-8880

Self-care is Healthcare: 
Live well inside and out! 

Celebrating Yoga Highlands’ 
10-year anniversary! 

Although, Summit Charter School is considered public, 
there is a cap, so admittance is based on an established set 
of  criteria and a lottery. Summit’s charter says the school is 
allowed  to house 216 students, or 24 students per grade level. 

According to Summit’s Director Dr. Jack Talmadge, the 
school had 169 students re-enroll for the 2014-15 school year. 
“Returning students are given top priority, and families will 
be issued an intent to return form to complete and return to 
the school during the open enrollment period,” he explained. 

After those slots were filled, 30 additional students 
receive placements. Because the school received 57 new/
renewed applications during open enrollment, 27 students 
were wait-listed and not admitted for the current school year. 

The selection process for the additional open 30 
slots after returning students involves various steps before 
students are placed in the lottery. Children of  full-time school 
employees are given preference for enrollment when space 
is available. No more than 15 percent of  the school’s total 
enrollment of  children of  full-time employees can receive 
preference, so when there are more students than employees, 
an employee lottery is held to determine who receive slots. 

After returning students and staff  preference, next 
siblings of  enrolled students are given preference. Siblings of  
currently enrolled students at Summit will receive preference 
for enrollment when space is available.

Following siblings, opportunity preference is given. 
Opportunity preference is designed to allow any former 
student enrolled at Summit within the last two academic 
tears, but who may have left due to an academic study 
abroad program, competitive admission residential program, 
or vocational opportunities of  the parents, will receive 
enrollment preference. 

After the opportunity preference, a legacy preference is 

For information, advertising info,  
call 828-200-1371 

or email: highlandseditor@aol.com



Big Memorial Holiday SALE!
10% off ALL Scottish Cashmere • 40% off newly retired Cashmere 

20% off ALL Other Merchandise • 75% off Entire SALES ROOM

Thurs., May 21 through Mon., June 1
Bring Your Cash!

Stephen Knapp

New Lightpaintings
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•the FreDster•
Storing my gun

Fred Wooldridge

Highlands is a great place 
NOT to carry a gun.

I can’t remember 
exactly when, but it was mid-
fall of  last year. We were still in 
Highlands heading for a place 
I’ve long forgotten. I looked 
over at my li’l missus and said, 
“When we get back to South 
Florida in a couple of  weeks, 
I’m going to start carrying my 
weapon again.” 

It has been over 25 years 
since I’ve retired from police 
work. Believe me when I tell you that not 
carrying a weapon has been one of  the great 
pleasures of  my retirement. I was sooooo 
tired of  that friggin’ gun on my hip or stuck 
under my belt.

Most folks don’t realize the responsibil-
ity involved in carrying a concealed weapon. 
In most cases people are safer not carrying a 
weapon than with it. Carrying a gun can get 
you killed. Even though I have the proper 
permits, I knew my accuracy and efficiency 
with my weapon was rusty.

Maddy looked over at me, nodded, and 
looked back at the road without speaking. 
Like me, she also feels our nation is begin-
ning to unravel. I know her well and knew 
her silence meant her approval. Even after all 
these years of  marriage, she would fuss at me 
if  she thought it was a bad idea.

After we had been back in North Palm 
Beach for a couple of  weeks, I made ar-
rangements to meet with my firefighter son 
for target practice at a gun range. As usual, he 

was late. But it gave me a chance 
to look around the store and see 
the vast array of  weapons for 
sale. Gun buffs were everywhere. 
Even though my son was only 
20 minutes late, I witnessed two 
sales. America is still arming itself.

Once we were buzzed into 
the range section of  the store, 
the smell of  burnt gunpowder 
filled my nostrils. It brought back 
memories….some good, some 
bad. After stapling the large paper 
image of  a faceless black person, 

I pushed a button sending it down range. My 
li’l missus took up a position so she could see 
the firing range through a large plate glass win-
dow. I’ll admit to being a little nervous.

One hundred rounds later I retrieved my 
target and stared at the bullet riddled silhou-
ette. While some of  the shots were scattered I 
had not lost my touch. Every hole was some-
where on the silhouette. My 28 years of  train-
ing had not abandoned me. If  needed, I will 
be able to hit my target. I am good to go!

So for me, one of  the great pleasures is 
spending the summer without carrying a gun. 
Highlands is truly a safe place to live. Instead, 
we carry bear whistles when we walk the 
back roads. Ah yes, the comfort of  not being 
armed. I love it. Count your blessings, High-
landers!

I guess I should mention that most all 
gun targets are black in color and should not 
reflect any bigotry or prejudice on my part 
against African Americans. Isn’t it sad I have 
to explain that to protect myself  from the pro-

gressives? 
Oh, and speaking about progressives 

and such, here’s my political quip for this 
week: Never underestimate the ability of  the 

Republican Party to promote another los-
ing candidate for the 2016 national election. 
They’ve done it twice now with great success. 
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...CHARTER continued from page 6
given for applicants. The legacy preference 
allows siblings of  students who completed 
the eighth grade at Summit and were enrolled 
at least since fourth grade to receive sibling 
preference. 

After those preferences are given, 
remaining slots are open for new enrollment. 
Those students are then placed in a lottery 
until the 24 student max is reached in each 
grade. 

For this school year, there were two 
students in first through eighth grade who 
were admitted based on the lottery and 
one student was admitted based on sibling 
preference. Because kindergarteners are all 
new students, none of  which are considered 
returning, the enrollment breakdown varies 
from the other grades. 

For the 24 spots available, Summit 
received 33 applications for enrollment. 
Those spots were filled based on one spot 
for a faculty child, 15 spots for siblings, and 
the remaining 17 applications for the eight 
remaining spots went through the lottery 
process. 

According to Talmadge, the local 
success of  Summit, as well as the push on 

the state level to increase charter schools in 
the state is all about offering families a choice. 

“Our program at Summit is unique and 
special,” he said. “The factor of  ‘choice’ 
helps facilitate a culture where our parents 
are invested in what we do, and they want 
their child to be engaged in the Summit 
experience.”

According to Talmadge, the number one 
reason he hears from families making the 
transition to Summit is based on the school’s 
small class sizes. The school’s charter only 
allows the school to serve 24 students per 
class, something traditional public education 
can’t do; instead each student who comes to 
the door must be educated regardless of  how 
it could affect class sizes. 

Interestingly, the only classes over 24 
students in grades K-8th at Highlands School 
is the 4th grade at 27 students.

Macon County  Commiss ioner 
Ronnie Beale spoke to a joint meeting 
between commissioners and Highlands and 
Franklin leaders on Tuesday night about 
the importance of  ensuring that if  charter 
schools receive state dollars, they should 
be held to the same standards as traditional 

public schools in terms of  things such as 
class sizes. 

Summit Charter School operates with 
an annual budget of  $1.96 million, which is 
comprised of  federal, state, and local dollars. 
According to Talmadge, $46,519 of  the 
school’s budget comes from federal funds, 
$1,103,948 comes from state, and $369,474 
comes from local funds. 

“The remaining income needed is 
obtained through grants, PTA events, Taste 
of  Plateau, bequests, and fundraising in the 
community. The deficit is nearly $2,200 per 
child.” 

Talmadge said that additional funds 
from the state for charter schools would help 
account for the school’s operating deficit. 

“Summit is also big on community 
stewardship and partnerships,” he said. 
“We promote parent volunteerism and 
involvement with the school, service-learning 
components in all grades, and a strong 
character education program, as the core 
of  our school culture. Our class sizes are 
small, and we place two teachers in each class 
(grades K-5), as well as section our middle 
school classes.” 

Charter schools are not required by 

law to have state certified teachers, but 
traditional public schools are. But despite 
not having to have certified teachers, charter 
school students are required to take the 
same state exams and meet the same growth 
expectations of  the state. 

With a 10 to 1 teacher ratio, Highlands 
School sports a 53 percent advance placement 
participation rate and was identified as 
exceeding the state standards of  academic 
growth last year. 

While Highlands School exceeded 
growth, Summit Charter School did not 
meet academic growth expectations last 
year, something Talmadge said his school is 
looking at in depth. “We know who those 
students are and we are looking at why we 
didn’t meet that benchmark,” he said. 

In the future, Talmadge said additional 
local support for Summit is something that 
may need to be explored. 

“Not all state monies receive by the 
county are shared with charter schools that 
reside in the same county,” he said. “In 
addition, charter schools are responsible for 
funding their own facilities, and are denied 
access to the NC Education Lottery’s capital 
funding.”
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•highLanDs events •
• NOTE: The Recreation Department is 

now accepting application for Lifeguards for the 
Summer. We will be offering a Lifeguard course 
soon.

• NOTE: Anyone interested in putting 
together a softball team in the Highlands Spring 
League needs to contact Lester Norris at 828-
526-3556 by Thursday, April 23rd before 4:30pm.

Ongoing
• Church of the Incarnation and the First 

Presbyterian Church are collecting food items 
for the Highlands Emergency Council and the 
Food Pantry. Drop off boxes are in the Ravenel 
Room at First Presbyterian and in the downstairs 
lobby at the Church of the Incarnation. Mone-
tary donations also accepted. Make checks out 
to Highlands MountainTop Rotary.

• The Cub and Boy Scouts of America 
have three drop offs for worn and tattered flags. 
They properly retire them. Drop offs at High-
lands Doors and Windows 2242 Dillard Road, 
the Highlands Fire Station or Highlands United 
Methodist Church office. Contact Phil Potts for 
more information 828 526-3719

Thurs.-Sun.

• Movies at the Playhouse: Thurs-Sunday. 2, 
5 & 8 p.m. Call 526-2685 for weekly movie. 

Monday
• Shortoff Baptist Church hosts a non-

denominational Men’s Meeting the first Monday 
night of each month at 7 pm and all men are 
invited to attend. 

First Tuesdays
• FAMILY and Caregiver Support Group 

Meets: for Individuals that have a friend, family 
member or loved one living with mental illness. 
Learn how peers deal with stress and emotional 
overload. First Tuesday of Every Month 7-8 pm. 
Call Ann for more info (828) 369-7385 

Tuesdays
• Growing Stronger Together- A support 

and learning group for women who have physi-
cal or mental difficulties including depression 
or high stress. $5 per session. Meets weekly on 
Tuesdays beginning June 2 through August 4 at 
the Peggy Crosby Center, Rm.203. Led by Bon-
nie Gramlich, LPC and sponsored by Highlands 
United Methodist Church and the Counseling 

• See EVENTS page 11



Project Pill Drop
• Always keep medications stored securely and out of sight from 
children and guests.
• Once a prescription has expired or is no longer used, obscure any 
personal information on your prescription label with a black felt 
tip marker
• Dispose of the medication at the nearest container to you.

What is Accepted?
• Prescriptions

• Cold & Flu Meds
• Pain Relievers
• Cough Syrups

• Topical Ointments
• Vitamins
• Pet Meds

What is NOT Accepted?
• Needles 
• Syringes

Medication Disposal Sites:
• Macon County Sheriff Annex, 18 Patton Avenue, Franklin, NC

• Franklin Police Department, 218 W Palmer Street, Franklin, NC
• Highlands Police Department, 372 Oak Street, Highlands, NC

www.projectlazarus.org
www.maconnc.org

Take Correctly. Store Securely. Dispose Properly. Never Share.
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•highLanDs area events •
and Psychotherapy Center of Highlands. Call  
828.342.0546 to register or for more info. 

• FREE Yoga in the Park Tuesdays start-
ing June 23 at the Highlands K-H Park on Pine 
Street. Bring the whole family (along with a 
towel and a bottle of water) for a gentle, com-
munity stretch! Yoga in the Park is offered for 
free every Tuesday from 6-7 pm until October 
1st, weather permitting.  Certified Yoga Teach-
ers: sign up to teach by calling #828-526-8880. 

2nd and 4th Tuesdays
• OccupyWNC meets at the Jackson 

County Justice Center. For more information, 
visit www.occupywnc.org or call 828.331.1524 
Tuesdays

• Free Community Table Dinner at the 
Community Bldg. at 6p.

Tuesday and Thursdays

DUTCHMANS
“Transforming Your House into a Home”

Memorial Day Sale
Through Monday, May 25

All WOOD FURNITURE 
in the store and in the warehouse

25%-50% OFF
Open Year Round

342 Main Street • Highlands • 828-526-8864
Warehouse in Mountainbrook Center above Brick Oven Pizza

Dutchmans Casual Living
Become a Fan Today!

www.DutchmansDesign.com

• Zumba with Connie at the Rec Park at 
8a. $5.

Mon., Wed., Fri.
• Heart Healthy Exercise Class Monday, 

Wednesday and Friday 8:30am-9:30am
• Aerobics with Tina Rogers 8-9a.
• Zumba at the Rec Park at 9:05a. $5
Wed. through June 3
• At The Bascom: After School Art Adven-

ture, 3:15-4:30p. To register, call Anna Alig at 787-
2865.

1st Wednesdays
• Family Movies at the Hudson Library at 

3:15pm. Call 828-526-3031 for titles.
3rd Wednesdays
• General Audience Movies at Hudson Li-

brary at 2pm. Call 828-526-3031 for titles.
Thursdays

• Yoga at the Rec Park 8:15 a.m. $6 per class.
• Storytimes with Miss Deanna at Hudson 

Library 10:40am. Open to the public. 
• Weight Watchers support group meets 

every Thursday at 6pm at the Cashiers Commu-
nity Center. Questions? Call Lisa 828-506-3555.

• NAMI Support Group for individuals 
dealing with mental illness: depression, bipolar, 
schizophrenia, etc. and the family members of 
individuals dealing with these challenges from 7 
– 8:15 pm. Call Donita for more info (828) 526-
9510.

2nd Thursdays
• Sapphire Valley Needlepoint Guild meets 

at the Highlands Rec Park at 10 a.m. Newcomers 
welcomed.

3rd Thursdays
• Kidney Smart Classes in Franklin: Every 

3rd Thursday of month, 4:30pm-6pm, Angel 
Medical Center, Video Conference Room, 3rd 
Floor, 120 Riverview Street, Contact Majestic 
828-369-9474

• Kidney Smart Classes in Sylva: Every 3rd 
Thursday of month, 7:30am-9am, DaVita Sylva 
Dialysis Center, 655 Asheville Highway, Contact 
Sue 828-631-0430

Last Fri. of each month
• Community Coffee with Mayor Pat Tay-

lor from 11a to noon at The Hudson Library.
Saturdays
• Highlands Marketplace in the vacant lot 

• See EVENTS page 12



Prescription Medications:
Take Correctly. Store Securely. Dispose Properly. Never Share.

Medication Disposal Sites:
• Macon County Sheriff Annex, 18 Patton Avenue, Franklin, NC

• Franklin Police Department, 218 W Palmer Street, Franklin, NC
• Highlands Police Department, 372 Oak Street, Highlands, NC

www.projectlazarus.org
www.maconnc.org
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Because Maturity is a State of Mind Not a Skin Condition We Offer 3 Procedures:
MicroPhototherapy • MicroCurrent • Celluma

Celluma’s 
deeply  

penetrating 
wavelenghts 

kill the bacteria 
that causes 
breakouts, 

while reducing 
the  

inflammation, 
pimples and 
redness as-

sociated with 
acne. A  

reduction in  
lesions and 

overall  
improvement 

in skin  
appearance 

is often seen 
in a matter of 

weeks. 

Celluma’s phototherapy device, uses wavelengths of light 
produced by light emitting diodes (LEDs) to treat multiple 
conditions – acne & anti-aging. 

MicroPhototherapy
With the healing power of light and heat ener-

gy this treatment works deep beneath the surface 
of the skin to give a younger healthier looking ap-
pearance. Soothing pulses of heat work with light 
to lessen sun spots, even out skin tone and smooth 
the texture of your skin with virtually no down time 
or discomfort.

MicroCurrent
Microcurrent aids in reducing the signs of aging 

by utilizing a low level of electricity that mimics our 
own body’s biological current. 

These tiny microcurrent impulses trigger chemi-
cal reactions at a cellular level to enhance the pro-
duction of natural collagen and elastin, provide cir-
culatory benefits, and work directly on the nerves 
and muscle fibers. The result is visible firming and 
smoothing of the skin. It also helps tone facial  

muscles. 
Although you will notice the 

treatment’s tightening effects im-
mediately, the more significant  
improvement will occur gradually 
over a period of several weeks as the 
new collagen forms.

 What do 
 you need 
 to do?

Make a 
4-week commitment 
(2 sessions per week)

Your skin will LOVE it!
OR schedule a MicroCurrent 
session to get you ready for 

that “special” event!

NC
LMBT
#1429

Call for a FREE consultation today!
Sharon Taylor • 828-526-4192

Taylor Barnes Spa & Salon
Located behind Highlands Decorating Center 

on NC 106 (the Dillard Road)

next to K-H Founders Park on Pine Street from 
8a to 2p.

Sat. through May 30
• At the Bascom: Kids’ Creation Station. 

10a to noon. $5. To register, call Anna Alig at 787-
2865.

Sundays 

• At the Mountain Laurel Tennis Club at 
4:30 pm. Multi-denominational, Interactive Bible 
Study and Fellowship. 

Thurs., May 21
• Donors with all blood types are needed, 

especially those with types O negative, A nega-
tive and B negative. Whole blood can be donated 

every 56 days, and double red cells may be do-
nated every 112 days, up to three times per year. 
First Baptist Church, Franklin 12:30 to 5p.m. For 
more information or to schedule an appoint-
ment please call (828) 369-9559. 

• At Cliffside Lake, Live Birds of Prey with 
Michael Skinnner with the Balsam Mountain 
Trust at 11 a.m. Program on the patio at Cliffside 
Lake. No pets allowed. Please arrive 15 minutes 
prior to program. Free by $4/vehicle admission 
to recreation area.

• Open House & Franklin Chamber Mingle 
at Franklin Health & Fitness Center from 5-7p at 
Franklin Health & Fitness Center 1214 East Main 
Street. Great door prizes, hor’devours, drinks, 
membership specials, complimentary massages 
and great networking. Don’t miss this awesome 
event! RSVP requested to 828-524-3161. 

• Taize at Our Lady of the Mountain 
RC at 5:30 PM. ALL are welcome! 

Fri., May 22
• Donors with all blood types are needed, 

especially those with types O negative, A nega-
tive and B negative. Whole blood can be donated 
every 56 days, and double red cells may be do-
nated every 112 days, up to three times per year. 
Lowe’s on Georgia Hwy 9:30a to 2p. For more 
information or to schedule an appointment 
please call (828) 349-4654. 

• There will be a Hot Dog lunch & Bake 

Sale Fridayfrom 11 a.m. until 2 p.m. at State 
Farm Insurance, 1509 Highlands Road, Frank-
lin (next to Chris & Charlie’s Pizza).  All dona-
tions will benefit Relay for Life of Franklin. 

Sat., May 23
• At the Lost Hiker, Porch 40 at 9p.m.
• Come early to buy this highly desirable 

native plant and its cousin, Phlox stolonifera, at 
the annual Mountain Garden Club plant sale 
on Saturday, May 23, Highlands Ball Park on 
Highway 64 from 9 a.m. until noon. 

• Highlands Plateau Audubon. Birding in 
Gorges State Park with Curtis Smalling lead-
ing and Michelle Styring assisting. Curtis, a fun 
and skilled leader, is the state Audubon Direc-
tor of Land Bird Conservation. Gorges S. P. 
offers possibilities for sighting Swainson’s and 
Worm-eating Warblers among many others. 
Meet at 7:30 a.m. at the Highlands Town hall 
parking lot or at 8 a.m. at the new Cashiers 
Rec Center parking lot.

Sunday, May 24
• The Atlanta Boy Choir and Alumni 

Men’s Choir will perform at The Church of 
the Incarnation Episcopal Church at 5 p.m. It’s 
free but donations are appreciated.

Tues., May 26
• At Hudson Library, Book Club at 10 

a.m., to discuss “Unbroken.”



Tanning, too! Walk-Ins Welcome. 

Located behind Highlands Decorating Center 
on Highway 106 (The Dillard Rd)

NC LMBT #1429

(828) 526-4192

OPEN: Tuesday - Saturday at 10a

Color, Cuts, Up Do’s, Highlights, Massage, Facials, 
Manicures, Pedicures, Reflexology, Personal Training

Creative Concepts Salon, Inc.

Upstairs and Across the Walkway at “Falls on Main” Highlands (828) 526-3939

Open: Tues-Fri: 9-5 • Sat. 10-2

 828-526-9477 • 225 Spring Street, Highlands

Owner/Stylist: Lisa L. Shearon; Stylist: Jane B. Earp; Stylist/Nail Tech: Kristi Billingsley;  
Nail Tech: Katie Baker Passmore

Color, Cuts, Highlights, Perms, Manicures, 
Pedicures, Acrylics & Gel Enhancements, 

Up-dos and Facial Waxing

Shear Elevations

Owner/Stylist: Lacy Jane Vilardo 
Stylists: Heather D. Escandon 

& Maggie Rogers 
Nail Tech: Jenna Schmitt

Call for an  
appointment  

TODAY.
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The Atlanta Boy Choir at the 
Episcopal Church this Sunday

The Grammy Award winning Atlanta Boy Choir will present a concert Sunday afternoon, 
May 24 at The Church of the Incarnation at 5pm.  The concert, free and open to the public, 
will include a piece which the choir has recently performed in a block buster Hollywood 
film. The choir was chosen for this great honor after the film producers heard one of their 
songs on the internet.  After several visits from Hollywood personnel the choir was cho-
sen to appear in this film whose title at this time cannot be disclosed by the choir pending 
a tremendous publicity campaign arranged for the release later this year. 
Of great interest is the fact that the work chosen for the film is Gabriel Faure’s Pie Jesu.  
Maestro Wolfe, former student of the great French teacher Nadia Boulanger who was 
Faure’s assistant collaborated with his accompanist, Assistant Conductor, Robert Henry 
in arranging it for boys only in this film production.  Maestro Wolfe said Dr. Henry, who 
serves also as Incarnation’s music director has made an arrangement which totally cap-
tures the beauty of this masterwork.  Maestro Wolfe says he is certain his long time men-
tor Mlle. Boulanger would be extremely pleased.  For seat reservations please call the 
choir at 404.378.0064 or email them at  info@atlantaboychoir.org 



MEMORIAL DAY SALE
20% TO 50% OFF

STOREWIDE!
Now Through

Tuesday, June 2

The
OUTBACK

Clearance
Room
up to  

75% Off

Summer
Classic
Outdoor 
Furniture
40% Off
Special  
Orders

2089 Dillard Road
Highlands

828-526-5577Monday through Saturday • 9a to 5p
Sunday • 12 -5p
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eight part-time officers who he 
can call upon when needed has 
a college education – masters, 
bachelor and associate degrees.

“There is nothing wrong 
with a high school diploma but 
you need more for this job. Hav-
ing an education helps with ef-
fectiveness in the community,” he 
said. 

In addition, his officers have 
exceeded continuing education 
requirements with thousands of  
hours of  education. 

“Virtually no continuing 
education training took place in 
the prior department,” he said. “A 
lot has changed in 10 years; things 
weren’t always as they seemed 
back then, but how can you fix 
something if  you don’t know 
what’s going on?”

He said now on the job for 
10 years, he knows people were 
reluctant to come forward in the 
past but he has an open door poli-
cy – in his office at the station, via 

email, text messages or phone calls 
– and he encourages feedback.

“There was no confidence 
in the old police department,” he 
said. “There were a lot of  things 
going on that went unreported. 
Now we are very thorough and see 
cases through to prosecution.”

He said his officers work very 
hard and they are proud of  who 
they serve in the community and 
he is proud of  them.

“I have worked diligently to 
remove a certain element from 
your police department. That was 
not what you paid for. I will al-
ways do all I can to eliminate that 
element without costs to the citi-
zens,” he said. 

And that has started with re-
structuring and running a “lean 
machine.”

There are two patrol officers 
on duty for each 12-hour rotation 
and officers are rotated so they 
work equal days and nights -- not 
just a set schedule of  just days or 

just nights.
“This is good for the officers 

because they see different people 
and situations at different times 
of  the day and night and it’s good 
for the community to see different 
officers,” he said. 

Though the population 
swells from basically 1,000 to 
20,000 for a 7-9 month period, 
through design he has placed the 
right people at the right places so 
it always looks like the department 
has more officers on duty than it 
does. 

In comparison, the Town of  
Franklin has 20 full-time police of-
ficers who cover a 3.2 square mile 
area; Highlands has 12 full-time 
officers who cover a 6.1 square 
mile area. “Double the territory 
using half  the force,” he said. 

“We run a lean, mean ma-
chine and do well with what we 
have because we have the right 
people at the right times to take 
care of  you,” he said.

The eight part-time officers, 
who are certified and trained, can 

step in when a full-time person 
can’t come in. They don’t get ben-
efits and they are only paid when 
they are needed, which keeps the 
budget lean.

“But they are still experi-
enced, certified and trained of-
ficers. They work for other agen-
cies or have flexible jobs. Three 
are deputies with the MC Sheriff ’s 
Dept., two are instructors and one 
is the dean of  the Public Safety 
Center for SCC,” he said. 

None of  Highlands full-time 
officers can afford to live in High-
lands, but they live within a 10-16 
mile radius. To be allowed to drive 
a police vehicle home, they need 
to live within 20 miles.

Over the last 10 years, the 
town has put a system in place 
where each year two police ve-
hicles are replaced; replacements 
are bid locally and each vehicle has 
the extended 7-year warranty, “be-
cause that’s about as long as they 
last,” said the Chief.

Looking toward the future
Ruby Canine (the police dog), 

who is trained for drug enforce-
ment and tracking, came on the 
job in 2008 and in 2017 she re-
tires. Consequently, Chief  Har-
rell is investigating grants to get 
a replacement -- possibly two ca-
nine “officers.”

It cost $15,000 to get Ruby 
and outfit the vehicle for her but 
that was a one-time cost and that 
vehicle will be kept in service.

It currently costs the town 
and its citizens nothing for Ruby 
because her handler, Officer 
Thomas Parker, never turns in 
receipts for her upkeep and Dr. 
Amy Patterson donates her ser-
vices to the department.

Canine officers live with 
their handler and become part of  
that family. When Ruby retires, 
with the Town Board’s OK, she 
can stay with the Parker family.

“Dogs usually retire to the 
home and family they have been 
living with,” said Harrell.

This time around Harrell 

•See POLICE page 25

...POLICE continued from page 1



Enjoy LOCAL savings this Memorial Day!

IN THE JEANS!

Nancy’s
for Men

 The Exchange
Fancys 

&
322 Main Street  & Oak Street
828-526-5029 or 828-526-1029

WE PUT THE

S K I N N Y SHOW OFF 
YOUR SPANX!

Come See Us this Memorial Day 
Weekend ... in Highlands & at  

545 107 S in Cashiers!
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207 N. 4th Street  Highlands, nc
(828) 526.8390
mollygracecorp@gmail.com
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BAGS 
on 

MAIN
Next to The Toy Store

Main Street
828-526-9415

Enjoy LOCAL savings this Memorial Day!

Exclusively at

338 Main St.
526-4777

Happy 
Memorial Day 

Weekend!

Start the  
summer 
off on the 
right foot!

338 Main St. • 526-4777

At
Carolina Way

Lighting
Lamp Shades

• Pottery
• Rugs

• Pillows
&

Meridith’s Custom
Painting

828-526-2665
442 Carolina Way

468 Carolina Way
(Between N. 4th & N. 5th)

Open Daily:  • 10a to 5p
526-3909

 HAZEN JEWELRY 
Trunk Show
May 21-25

50% off Sidewalk Sale 
and 20% off Storewide, 

too!

488 E. Main Street • 787-2473

Inside the Hen House on Main!

Available in assorted colors 

Several 
college flags 

available!
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Enjoy LOCAL savings this Memorial Day!

Life is an adventure ... so dress 
the part!

Come See Us this
Weekend!

Falls on Main • 539 E. Main
(828) 526-3320

www.cabincasualshighlands.com

A Highlands tradition since 1940
Our 75th season on Main Street

Monday-Saturday
828-526-3160

Celebrate the 
Unofficial start to 

Summer!
20% off ALL  

dresses and most  
Summer  

Collections!

355 Main Street (in The Galax Theatre)
526-4660

• Free People • BB Dakota
• Michael Stars Tees  
• CP Shades• THML

Jeans by:
• Joes

• 7 for All Mankind
• Citizens• AG • Hudson

• Mother
Shoes:

• Bedstu • Miz Mooz 
•Matisse

Spring has Sprung!

All the comfortable stylish brands you love!
the boutique 

Handcrafted Leather
Wear the Passion

326 Main St.
828-482-4375

Order online at www.
facebook.com/LuluBleuNC
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• reaL estate snapshots •

41 Church Street & 2334 Cashiers Road • Highlands NC 28741  
(828) 526-1717 • 526-4101

www.MeadowsMtnRealty.com

Magnificent mountain view and 
meticulously maintained 3br/2ba 
home on 3.46 +/- private acres, 
granite countertops, grounds 
and gardens offer relaxing sitting 
areas and pathways. $535,000. 
MLS # 80134

Highlands Falls Country Club. In-
credible value for a 3/2 freestanding, 
furnished Golf Villa, stone fireplace, 
solid surface countertops and vault-
ed ceilings. $235,000. MLS# 78712

Wildcat Cliffs Country Club. Fully 
remodeled 4br/4ba home with 
open living spaces, large kitchen, 
rustic details and quality finishes. 
Great rental history! $695,000. MLS 
#80111

Rocky Knob…a gated lake com-
munity. Exceptional mountain view, 
3/2 with fireplace, vaulted ceilings, 
covered and open decks and metic-
ulously maintained. $385,000. MLS 
#81329

Little Bearpen in Highlands City 
limits. Long mountain views from 
two covered decks, 2/3, 2 guest 
rooms, lower level family room, 
2nd kitchen and hobby room. 
$729,000. MLS# 81446

Close to Town and pristine pri-
vacy, this completely remodeled 
3/2 has stone fireplace, vaulted 
ceilings, family room and sun 
room on the lower level and 
completely furnished. $249,000. 
MLS #81554

Holt Knob. Just what everyone 
wants! Walk to town with a great 
mountain view. 3br/2.5 furnished 
with a large deck. $535,000. MLS# 
76583

Highlands Country Club and full of 
surprises! This immaculately main-
tained 4/5 features open floor plan, 
granite kitchen countertops and 
wonderful guest suites and lovely 
touches in each room. $1,100,000. 
MLS# 81619

Old Highlands Charm on Lake Se-
quoyah. Adorable 3br/2ba furnished 
cottage with lake view, wood floors, 
stone fireplace, family room and 
lovely yard. $349,000. MLS# 81623

Highlands Condo with a garage. 
You won’t believe the price! Re-
lax on the porch of this small but 
tidy 1br/1ba condo. Furnished 
and move-in ready. $48,500. 
MLS# 81737

Adorable 2/2 cottage located 
2.5 minutes to town on a nicely 
landscaped level lot with garden 
space and shed. Covered rock-
ing chair porch and open deck 
for enjoying the outdoors. Of-
fered furnished. $268,000 MLS 
#77499 

Hard to find Mirror Lake frontage. 
Cute 1920’s two bedroom cottage 
with great potential. Needs some 
TLC, but has great spaces and a gen-
tle site down to the lake where you 
can fish or feed the ducks. $295,000 
MLS # 78726

This 3/2 pristine villa at Highlands 
Falls has a wonderful covered and 
open deck over the11th green. The 
greatroom has vaulted and beamed 
ceilings with built-ins next to the 
stone fireplace. $325,000 MLS 
#73139

The wonderful Golf Villa has the 
best view of all overlooking the 
10th green, and the lakes around 
the clubhouse. It is an easy walk 
to all amenities at Highlands Falls. 
Easy living, all on one floor with a 
large kitchen and open greatroom. 
$400,000 MLS #78264l

This striking 1930’s home is 
hidden behind a mature native 
hedge and is loaded with char-
acter reflecting it’s vintage. Three 
bedrooms and an office. Large 
half acre lot, beautiful lawn, quiet 
neighbors, easy distance to town. 
$497,000 MLS #81462

The perfect walk to town cot-
tage, just minutes from Main 
Street and Harris Lake. Totally 
updated with two living areas 
in this open floorplan. Upscale 
kitchen, two bedrooms, three 
baths. $575,000 MLS #81068

Arts and Crafts style home with 
lots of character and wonderful 
spaces for extended family to enjoy 
or is perfect when it is just for two 
with everything you need on the 
main floor. On the Atlanta side of 
Highlands adjacent to National For-
est. 4/4/1 $867,000 MLS #81748

Old Highlands Charm On Big 
Bearpen Mtn with a spectacular 
view of Whiteside and Chimney 
Top Mountains. This vintage 3 
bedroom/3 bath home sits on 
a .93 acre near level lot with 
a lovely porch on the back of 
the home to take in the view. 
$898,000 MLS #79622

Situated in Highlands Falls Country 
Club, this amazing 4/4/1 home on 
over 3.5 acres and boasts outstand-
ing quality and finishes throughout. 
Norton Mill Creek flows by the 

home creating an 
idyllic setting. Light, 
bright, spacious and 
private. $1,595,000 
MLS #81550 

Close to all the amenities of Moun-
tain Top Golf amd Lake Club. This 
wonderful new mountain home was 
designed by Summerour and built 
by JT Turner of Savannah GA. In-
credible kitchen with massive island. 
Deck with fireplace and mountain 
view.  $2,295,000 MLS #68782
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• investing at 4,118 Ft. •

Pat Allen 
Broker-in-charge

Cell: 828-200-9179 
Office: 828-526-8784

www.patallenrealtygroup.com 
Julie Osborn

Broker 
Cell: 828-200-6165

Office: 828-526-8784

828-526-8784

• • 

Upscale Living in  
Downtown Highlands!

Located off Hickory Street 

OPEN 
HOUSE

Casual Mountain Elegance Featuring Rustic Textures, Native Stone and Reclaimed Timbers.
Indoor and Outdoor Fireplaces - Short Walk To Town - Old Edwards Club Membership

• Old Edwards Club Membership
• 3 BD/3.5 BA or 4BA/3.5BA
 (with optional Lower Level)
• One Car Garage with Every Home
• Master on Main Floor
• Native Stone and Wood Eterior
• Covered Outdoor Deck (Rear)

• Screened Porch with Stone Fireplace (Front)
• Vaulted Ceilings with Exposed Beams
• Granite, Travertine or Natural Stone
• On-Site Finished Hardwood Floors
• Elevator Option in Every Home
• Built by Schmitt Construction

Offered By:

295 Dillard Road, Highlands

Offered By:

Fri., Sat., & Sun.
May 22-May 24

10a to 4p

Tucker & Jeannie Chambers
Chambers Realty & Vacation Rentals

828-526-3717
www.chambersagency.net

$349,000 4BR/3 bath • MLS #77394
Close to town, great garden space, 

small stream, multiple decks 

$294,400. 3BR/2 bath • MLS #78074
Elevation over 4000’, garage 

Nice yard and mountain ridge view

$499,000 4BR/2.5 baths • MLS #79371 
Partially fenced yard, work shop 

Beautiful wood finishes throughout 

$535,000 3 BR/3 bath • MLS #79672
Cold Springs, adjoins USFS land, 

10’ ceilings, screened porch, garage 

Honoring those that gave the ultimate sacrifice

Pat Allen 
Broker-in-charge

Cell: 828-200-9179 
Office: 828-526-8784

Only 
2Remaining!

We l c o m e 
back to 
all of  our 

homeowners of  sec-
ond or third homes! 
And what a glorious 
time it is to return!  
Our rhododendrons 
are ablaze with color, 
dogwoods restore 
our faith, and ferns 
spread their lace. Our 
mild temperatures 
rival the best places 
in the country and 
are one reason to own a home 
and invest in Highlands and Ca-
shiers.

I have lived in Highlands 
for twenty years and have always 
heard that from Memorial Day 
until November we are in “sea-
son.” We have slowly become a 
year-round destination, due in 
part to the many activities and 
weddings through the Old Ed-
wards Inn and Spa and other 
Chamber and Bascom events.  
The Playhouse movies and plays 
and events at the Performing 
Art Center keep us entertained 
year-round.

The most asked question 
I now hear from summer resi-
dents is: “How is the market? Is 
it coming back?”  Well, yes and 
no. At Pat Allen Realty Group, 
sales were strong during the win-
ter and early spring and we cur-
rently have several homes ready 
to close. Buyers are contacting 
us and sellers feel the urge to 
sell. There are homes pend-
ing in the $160,000 -$3,800,000 
range so quite a diverse range of  
buyers are interested in owning 
here. Investors are also becom-
ing more involved. 

And so it begins ...
So why are some 

homes selling and 
others sitting there?  
We, as brokers, have 
a responsibility to our 
clients to price COR-
RECTLY and make 
suggestions regard-
ing repairs, clutter 
etc. that should elimi-
nate this issue in part. 
Unfortunately, that 
doesn’t always hap-
pen. When a home is 
over-priced it is guar-

anteed to stay on the market for 
years!  Other sellers see a home 
comparable to theirs and think it 
should be priced that high as well 
–even though it hasn’t sold. This 
hurts us all –sellers and brokers. 
The market is still “soft” in our 
area -unlike many areas in Flor-
ida where inventory is low. That 
is simply not the case here. We 
have homes that have been on the 
market 5-6 years! Most were over-
priced initially and have not been 
maintained.  Sellers must do their 
homework or else price them low 
enough “as is” that someone will 
buy their homes.

When you interview brokers 
ask for a current CMA and evalu-
ation or your home…not what is 
current but what has SOLD…
AND how many days was it on 
the market before it sold? What 
was the ORIGINAL price and 
how many times was it lowered? 

We all must cooperate and 
price realistically to eliminate our 
surplus and allow our prices to 
rebound. I can tell you from my 
experience, if  your home is well 
maintained and priced right, it will 
be the first to sell! Let us guide 

Only 
2

Remaining!

• See INVESTING page 20



Falling Waters... is a newer 
well maintained 52 acre community 
just 2.8 miles from Main St. Highlands.
Secluded but not remote, no road 
noise, no thru traffic...peaceful, quiet 
and private.

Welcome...Come Visit.
GPS Address:  

78 Black Bear Trace  
Highlands, NC 28741

From Main St. take NC 106 toward 
Dillard. 1.8 miles turn R on Mt. Laurel 
Dr., 3 tenths mile, turn L on Moonlight. 

Entrance is on the R

828-508-9952

Falling Waters

The land is well forested and gentle, 
easy building sites and a pleasant place 
to walk. Two waterfalls and several 
creeks add charm and interest to many 
home sites. Paved roads, Underground 
utilities & Gated.

Would love to build BUT......
Neil & Paula Van Hoogen (the develop-
ers) can help. We are knowledgable, ex-
perienced and love the building process. 
We can assist with the many decisions, 
choices and options. In your absence, 
we will be your eyes and ears watching 
out for your best interest. Let’s explore 
the possibilities!

www.highlandsnchomesites.com
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Sheryl Wilson, Broker
Pat Allen Realty Group

828-337-0706

Lowest priced unit in Highlands 
Mountain Club.  Don’t miss this 
chance for a lower level unit 
with a lovely wooded lake view.  
$195,000 MLS #80958 

Highlands Mountain Club

185 Scenic Drive
HeatherStone (Highlands Tops)  

at Ford Mountain

For Sale by Owner – $624,900
3% Broker Participation

Nestled deep in the Blue Ridge  
Mountains in the peaceful gated  

community of HeatherStone, Highlands 
Tops. It is a beautiful 9-mile drive from 

downtown Highlands,  
and an easy 2-hour drive from Atlanta.

Enjoy beautiful golden sunsets and spec-
tacular afterglows every night of the week, 
each one unique, beautifully framed in our 
wall of windows.

Two levels, 4,233 sf with 6 Bedrooms, 
4.5 Baths, plus Great Room, Family Room, 
Sun Room with Spa, and Exercise Room. 
Walk-out terrace level to fire pit/family 
gathering area and a winding path down to 
a seating area at Scenic Pond, where you 
can sit and listen to the peaceful music of 
a waterfall.

From Highlands: 
Dillard Road (NC 106) to Scaly Mountain, 
left at Hale Ridge Road, about 3 miles
to Scenic Drive on the right.

From Dillard: 
Highlands Road (GA 246) to a right
at Mountain Junction (Old Mud Creek 
Road), about 2.5 miles past Sky Valley En-
trance to Scenic Drive on the left.

Call (706) 746-0077 to schedule a  
viewing or visit us during our  

OPEN HOUSE 
BY APPOINTMENT 

May 23-25 
10 am to 2 pm For a Virtual Tour or 

Visit our website at
OurMountainHome.net 
Top of Photo Gallery Page

H I G H L A N D S   
M O U N T A I N   

R E A L T Y

Andréa Gabbard  
828-200-6742

andreagabbard@gmail.com

DRASTICALLY REDUCED!
$459,000 MLS # 80619 

3BR/4BA; 2 Master suites, 2-car garage

A Southern Living home design: 4BR/ 5.5 
BA. Pre-construction pricing starting at

$2,197,700

you through the process –no one knows 
our market like an experienced and full-
time broker. 

I do want to thank all of  our veterans 
and current men and women in the mili-
tary for their sacrifices on this Memorial 
Day. Hats off  to all of  you.

Pat Allen is Broker-in Charge and 
owner of  Pat Allen Realty Group. She is 
consistently a top producer in the area, 
having won numerous awards. Her expe-
rience, knowledge of  the area, and full 
time career as a real estate broker assure 
your needs are met, whether as a buyer or 
seller. Pat Allen Realty Group is located at 
295 Dillard Road across from Highlands 
Decorating Center. Call 828-526-8784 or 
visit www.PatAllenRealtyGroup.com. You 
can email Pat at pat.f.allen@gmail.com.

...INVESTING 
continued from pg 19

Come walk/run for 
the K-H Park

Organizers are encouraging walkers and 
runners to turn out in support of  Kelsey-
Hutchinson Founders Park at next week’s Walk/
Run for the Park 5K. – Sat. May 30 at 8 a.m.

Two legged walkers can also bring their 
four-legged friends but they must line up at the 
back of  start line for the safety of  other runners 
and walkers (as well as the pets).

The bulk of  the proceeds from the event 
will go toward completion of  Phase II of  the 
park.

The entry fee for those that pre-register 
is $25 for adults, $20 for students (13 and 
older) and $10 for those 12 and under. Race day 
registration is $35 for adults, $30 for students, 
and $15 for those 12 and under. Participants 
can register on line a www.active.com or www.
webscorer.com, or by using printed forms 
available at the front desk of  the Highlands 
Recreation Park or the new Cashiers Glenville 
Recreation Center or Highlands Decorating 
Center. Race day registration begins at 6:45 a.m. 
under the breezeway of  the new park entrance 
and restrooms.

For more information, contact Skip 
Taylor at 526-4280, or email stmas4280@
gmail.com.
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Andréa Gabbard  
828-200-6742

andreagabbard@gmail.com

H I G H L A N D S   M O U N T A I N   R E A L T Y

Lake House in Heatherstone

Seven miles from Highlands. 5 bedroom, 3 
bath. Large Rec Room plus Bonus Room.  

Health Forces Sale.
$199,000 -– By Owner • 706-746-3046. 

NC tract consists of 25.75 acres 
and a farm house. GA parcel 
consists of 54 .18 acres, 3 bed/2 
bath, full basement, two car ga-
rage, 2 barns and 2 outbuildings. 
Land has pasture, agricultural 
forestry and 2 creeks. Located 
in Clear Creek area. $925,000. 

Two NC & GA land parcels joined

For more information contact 
Fran Wilson at 304-615-3553. 

“Invest in Highlands, NC Real Estate ... and Invest in Your Life.”TM 

Susie deVille 
Broker-in-Charge

(828) 371-2079

(828) 526-8118 • 125 South 4th Street

WhiteOakRG.com

The Best of Both Worlds

Updated Mirror Lake Cottage

This is a gorgeous, custom 4BR/3.5BA home and  
long-range mountain views! Situated in a private setting 
with views of Shortoff Mtn and the Smokies, this home 
boasts wonderful indoor and outdoor living spaces.  
Features include a gourmet kitchen w/granite counters   
& custom cherry cabinets; living room w/cathedral  
ceilings, surround sound & fireplace; master on the 
main; private office over the garage; and a fireplace on 
the deck. Gated and paved access. 

$1,450,000.  MLS #77628. 
Contact Susie deVille (828) 371-2079. 

You will LOVE this adorable, updated 2BR/2.5BA  
cottage in the Mirror Lake area! Situated on  
Netsi Place, a paved road lined with rhododendron, 
this sweet home features great living spaces, with  
fireplaces in the living room and the master bedroom, 
wood floors, and a single garage. Enjoy some quiet 
time and relaxation in the private courtyard and sit-
ting area behind the home. Sold mostly furnished with 
a few exclusions. EXCELLENT buy and value! 

$349,000.  MLS #80713. 
Contact Susie deVille (828) 371-2079. 

Adorable Streamfront Cottage

Absolutely Gorgeous Acreage

Nestled amongst a magical forest of rhododendron, 
this sweet getaway features lovely waterfall and 
stream views. 2BR/2BA with a little sleeping loft for 
children. Open living, kitchen and dining area that 
flows out to an expansive, open deck overlook-
ing the stream. Price recently reduced, making this  
property this season’s best buy and investment. 

$162,500.  MLS #77322. 
Contact Susie deVille (828) 371-2079. 

Absolutely GORGEOUS, 30.51+/- acres near-
ly level, commercial property (may be used for  
residential), fronting on Hwy 64 E and East Over Drive.  
Numerous streams throughout the acreage with 
lush, native plants and shrubs. Easy access off Hwy 64 
and East Over Drive, with an old road bed in place.  
Multiple building site options and possibilities! 

$1,500,000.  MLS #80842,80851 
Contact Susie deVille (828) 371-2079. 

MLS # 79354 • $493,000 
3BR/2BA home in gated commu-
nity. USFS hiking trails; deeded 
lake access; 2 car garage. 

MLS# R81387A  • $328,000 
The perfect log cabin; long range 
view visible from ... everywhere.

MLS# 81738 • $597,500 
3BR/2BA “grand sporting lodge” 
with club house across the street.

Pre-Construction pricing  
starting at $1,945,000

3BR/3.5BA; wraparound porch; 
outdoor fireplace; bright interiors, 
9&10-ft. ceilings; 
2 car garage.

Don and Betty Fisher at  
Country Club Properties

You’re Invited to an OPEN HOUSE!
Sat. & Sun
May 23-24
1:30-4:30p

True 3/3 mountain home, 
great rental history, low main-
tenance, outdoor-living water 
feature, mountain view, walk 
to town and to Mirror Lake.
1518 Cullasaja Drive 
(Take 64E past ball field and 
veer left on Cullasaja Dr..) 
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COUNTRY CLUB PROPERTIES
Wright Sq. 828-526-2520 | www.ccphighlandsnc.com | ccp4info@frontier.com

Main Street Mt. Fresh

Close to town in Shelby Place, this 
spacious home has quality finishes, 
easy living plan. Huge screened 
porch and 2 car garage make this 
a great family home. Offered at 
$595,000. mls #74675 

Great home on top of Holt Knob 
with 3BR/5BA, decks, screened 
porch, sunroom with wet bar, kitch-
en/living area with fireplace; a 3rd 
floor family room/office/playroom 
with extra sleeping area and a bath; 
a two-car garage.Walk to town; fur-
nished.. Views from almost every 
room.  $699,500. mls #80341 

Views and over 4 acres of privacy 
with this charming mountain cot-
tage. Open vaulted living room with 
fireplace, Main floor master with 
bath. 2 bedrooms upstairs with 
shared bath. Each has access to an 
upper level balcony, Huge deck. Of-
fered at $395,000. mls #80351 

Renovated 2BR/2BA home on 4th 
hole of Highlands Falls Country 
Club. Covered deck, Stone wood-
burning fireplace. Eat-in kitchen, 
plus dining room. Heated tile floors 
in bathrooms. Large two-car ga-
rage. Gated community. Offered at 
$355,000. mls #80346 

Charming well-built cabin near 
USFS hiking and fishing lands. This 
3BR/2BA home sits on almost an 
acre. 2-story great room w/stone 
fireplace, wood floors and opens 
to large deck overlooking pond. 
Lots of mountain charm in this up-
scale cabin. Detached 1/car garage. 
Offered at $269,000. mls #80360 

5/BR/4BA home. Unique with 
heavy logs, lots of stone and wood 
in this Octagon 2 story. Lovingly 
restored with central heat and 
air and meticulously maintained 
by the current Owner. Offered at 
$875,000. mls #81152 

Chestnut Cove condo in excellent 
condition. 2BR/2BA. Views of small 
stream, ridgeline and 11th Fairway. 
Great move in ready unit. Furnish-
ings negotiable. Offered at $199,900. 
mls #81523 

Next to guard gate on Rocky Hill 
Road, this home features light and 
great space. Main level has 3BR/3BA, 
Open floor plan. Cathedral living 
room with fireplace, huge covered 
porch. 2-car garage. 2BD/2BA, and 
family room downstairs. Offered at 
$617,000. mls #81337 

On a wooded lot with flat usable 
grounds. Huge great room with cus-
tom kitchen, large covered porch. 
Main level master with gas log fire-
place. Library/den and laundry up-
stairs. Lower level has family room 
with fireplace, morning kitchen, 
2BR/2BA, and a den with huge porch. 
Offered at $1,150,000. mls #81413 

Walk to town 3BR/1.5 cottage in 
a quiet part of town. Walk to Main 
Street. Stone Fireplace, great room 
open to kitchen and dining. Mas-
ter suite on main with 2 guests 
upstairs. Decks on front and side. 
Low maintenance yard and home. 
Offered at $309,000. MLS # 81145 

Walk to town 3BR/3BA condo 
Covered parking, patio. Step to 
Harris Lake park and Main Street. 
The condo is move in ready even 
for designer tastes. Offered at 
$729,900. mls#81600

Lovely 2BR/2BA has had some up-
grades and features a view over-
looking Tug Wa Ridge Lake. Ameni-
ties include clubhouse, swimming 
pool, tennis courts and reasonable 
HOA fees. A great weekend get-
away or summer retreat. Offered at 
$225,000. mls #81541

Upper level 3BD/3BA nicely fur-
nished condo is move-in ready, Great 
views. Entry level condo at Old Ed-
wards Club. Offered at $499,900.00 
unfurnished or $515,000.00 Fur-
nished mls #81414

Old Highlands Charm with updated 
kitchen and baths in this 4BR/3BA. 
High beamed ceilings in the living 
room that opens onto a covered 
porch with some mountain view. 
Grassy lawn Renovations are al-
most finished. Garage and basement 
Offered at $560,000. mls #81502 

3BD/2.5BA custom log home on 
Bowery Road on 1.5 +/- acres. 
Close to town and in move in 
condition. Hardwood floors, an 
open great room/dining room and 
kitchen. Master bedroom is on the 
main level. Glass sunroom on the 
main floor. Offered at 795,000. mls 
#80309 

Quaint cottage with open living, din-
ing, and kitchen areas. Double Sided 
Stone Faced Fireplace, 3BR/2BA in 
Trillium Links and Lake Club includ-
ing clubhouse, deeded Lake Glen-
ville access, golf course, RV/boat 
storage, Price $259,000. MLS 81546

3BE/3BA tongue and groove pine 
paneling, wide southern pine floor-
ing, beams, fireplace and a large mas-
ter bath. Easy walk to town and Mir-
ror Lake located on Cullasaja Drive. 
An exceptional offering priced at 
$485,000. MLS# 81355

This one-level charmer has been 
renovated. 3BR/2BA, plus den/
sleeping room with a bath. Stone 
fireplace, covered porch and deck, 
garage. Lovely mature grounds. Of-
fered at $579,000. mls #81503

This great family property with 
pond, waterfall and views. Main 
4BR/2BA, 2 half bath house has old 
Highlands Charm. Over 2 acres of 
land plus an extra lot with a 2BR 
septic approval for guest house 
Offered at $695,000. mls #81059 

Great year round bright and light 
home. Level lot. Split bedroom plan 
with 3 BR/2.5 BA on the main level, 
2-car garage. Vaulted living room 
with gas fireplace, kitchen and huge 
enclosed loft with storage Offered 
at $575,000. mls #81022
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470 Skyline Lodge Drive • 828-526-2121
Call about our wedding & event packages

Reservations recommended but not required

Altitudes Restaurant
  at Skyline Lodge

Fine Dining with a View!
Full Bar, wine & beer

Sunday, May 24th
Memorial Day Weekend

 Brunch & Dinner
Brunch: noon to 2p

$19.95
Unlimited Champagne & Mimosas

Dinner: 2-5p
Ham, Leg of Lamb and Prime Rib 

Red or White wine
$24.95

Prepared to order by Chef Kirtis

Come early to 
buy highly desirable 
native plants at the 
annual Mountain  
Garden Club plant 
sale on Saturday, May 
23, at the Highlands 
Ball Park on Highway 
64 from 9 a.m. until 
noon.

Mountain Garden Club Plant Sale is Saturday!

Highlands-Cashiers Play-
ers’ production of “Welcome 
to Mitford” opens Thursday 
night and runs through Sun-
day this week and runs again 
Thursday through Sunday next 
week.

Performances are at 
7:30p and at 2:30 on Sundays 
at the Performing Arts Center 
on Chestnut Street. For tickets 
call 828-526-8084.

‘Mitford’ opens 
tonight at PAC
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Proverbs 3:5 • pLaces to Worship •

BLUE VALLEY BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Oliver Rice, Pastor (706) 782-3965

Sundays: School:10 a.m., Worship:11 
Sunday night services every 2nd & 4th Sunday at 7 

Wednesdays: Mid-week prayer meeting:7 p.m.
BUCK CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH

828-269-3546 • Rev. Jamie Passmore, Pastor
Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11 

CHAPEL OF SKY VALLEY
Sky Valley, GA • 706-746-2999 

Sundays: 10 a.m.:Worship 
Holy Communion 1st Sunday of the month 

Wednesdays: 9 a.m. Healing and Prayer w/Holy 
Communion 

CHRIST ANGLICAN CHURCH 
Rector: Jim Murphy, 252-671-4011 

464 US Hwy 64 east, Cashiers 
Sun.; 8:30a Traditional (Quiet) 1928 Prayer Book Service; 

9:30a Sunday School; 10:30a Family Service w/ Music 
Mon.: Bible Study & Supper at homes - 6 p.m. 

CHRIST CHURCH OF THE VALLEY, CASHIERS
Pastor Steve Kerhoulas • 743-5470

Sun.10:45am, S.S 9:30am. Wed. 6pm supper and teaching.
Tues. Guys study 8am, Gals 10am.

CLEAR CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Jim Kinard

Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11a.m. 
1st & 3rd Sunday night Service: 7.p.m.

Wednesdays –Supper at 6 p.m. 
COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH
www.cbchighlands.com • 526-4685
3645 Cashiers Rd, Highlands, NC

Senior Pastor Gary Hewins  
Sun.: 9:30am: Sunday School

10:30am: Middle & High School; 10:45am: Child. Program,
10: 45am: Worship Service

Wed.: 5pm Dinner ($7 adult, $2 child), 6pm CBC 
University

EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF THE INCARNATION
Rev. Bruce Walker • 526-2968

Sundays: Holy Eucharist (chapel) at 8 a.m.
Education and choir rehearsal, 9 am, 

Holy Eucharist Rite II, (sanctuary),10:30 
Wednesday: 10 a.m., Morning Prayer

Thursdays: Holy Eucharist, (chapel), 10 am
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH HIGHLANDS

828-526-4153 • www.fbchighlands.org
Dr. Mark Ford, Pastor

220 Main Street, Highlands NC 28741
Sun.:Worship 10:45 am; Sun.: Bible Study 9:30 am

Wed.: Men’s Bible Study 8:30 am; Prayer Mtg 6:15 pm; 
Choir 5 pm

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Curtis Fussell & Emily Wilmarth, pastors 

526-3175 • fpchighlands.org
Sun.: Worship: 11 a.m.; School: 9:30

Mondays: 8 a.m.:Men’s Prayer Group & Breakfast
Wednesdays:Choir:5:30p

GOLDMINE BAPTIST CHURCH
(Off Franklin/Highlands Rd) • Rev. Carson Gibson

Sunday School:10 am, Worship Service:11 am
Bible Study:6 pm

GRACE COMMUNITY CHURCH OF CASHIERS
Non-Denominational-Contemporary Worship

242 Hwy 107N, 1/4 miles from Crossroads in Cashiers
www.gracecashiers.com • Pastor Steve Doerter: 743-

9814
Services: Sundays 10am - Wed. - 7pm; Dinner - Wed. 6pm 

HAMBURG BAPTIST CHURCH
Hwy 107N. • Glenville, Nc • 743-2729

Pastor Nathan Johnson
Sunday: School 9:45a, Worship 11a & 7p, Bible Study 6p

Wed. Kidsquest 6p.; Worship 7p.
HIGHLANDS ASSEMBLY OF GOD

Randy Reed, Pastor828-421-9172 • 165 S. Sixth Street 
Sundays: Worship:11 

HIGHLANDS CENTRAL BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Dan Robinson

670 N. 4th Street (next to the Highlands Civic Center)
Sun.: Morning Worship 10:45 a., Evening Worship, 6:30 p. 

Wednesday: Prayer Service, 6:30 p.
HIGHLANDS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

Pastor Paul Christy 526-3376
Sun: School 9:45a.; Worship 9:09,10:50.; Youth 5:30 p.

Wed: Supper: 5:15; youth, & adults activities: 6; Handbell 
rehearsal, 6:15; Choir Rehearsal 7. (nursery provided ); 

7pm Intercessory Prayer Ministry 
HOLY FAMILY LUTHERAN CHURCH:ELCA
Chaplain Margaret Howell • 2152 Dillard Road • 526-

9741
Sun: School and Adult discussion group 9:30 a.m.;  

Worship/Communion:10:30 
HEALING SERVICE on the 5th Sunday of the month.

MACEDONIA BAPTIST CHURCH
8 miles south of Highlands on N.C. 28 S in Satolah

Pastor Troy Nicholson, (828) 526-8425
Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11, Choir:6 p.m.

Wed: Bible Study and Youth Mtg.:7 p.m.
MOUNTAIN SYNAGOGUE

at St. Cyprian’s Episcopal Church, Franklin
828-524-9463

MOUNTAIN BIBLE CHURCH 
743-2583 • Independent Bible Church 

Sun:10:30 a.m. at Big Ridge Baptist Church,  
4224 Big Ridge Road (4.5 miles from NC 107) 

Weds: Bible Study 6:30 p.m.; Youth Group 6 p.m. 
OUR LADY OF THE MOUNTAINS CATHOLIC 

CHURCH
 Parish office (Father Francis): 526-2418

Mass: Sun: 11 a.m.; Sat. at 4p
SCALY MOUNTAIN BAPTIST CHURCH

Rev. Marty Kilby
Sundays: School –10 a.m.; Worship –11 a.m. & 7 

Wednesdays: Prayer Mtg.:7 p.m.
SCALY MOUNTAIN CHURCH OF GOD

290 Buck Knob Road; Pastor Jerry David Hall • 526-3212
Sun.: School:10 a.m.; Worship:10:45 a.m.; Worship: 6 p.m.

SHORTOFF BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Rev. Andy Cloer 

Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11 
Wednesdays: Prayer & Bible Study:7 

THE CHURCH OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD
1448 Highway 107 South, Office: 743-2359

Rev. Douglas E. Remer
Oct-May: Sunday Services: Rite I, 8a Rite II, 10:30 

June-Sept: Sunday Services: Rite I, 8a, Rite II, 9:15 & 11a
Nursery available for Rite II services

Sept 6-Oct 25-Informal Evening Eucharist-5:30 p.m. 
Thursday: Noon Healing Service with Eucharist.
LITTLE CHURCH IN THE WILDWOOD

Beginning Memorial Day weekend
Horse Cove - Kay Ward 743-5009

Old-Fashion hymn-sing Sunday 7-8p. 
UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST FELLOWSHIP 

85 Sierra Drive • 828-524-6777  
Sunday Worship - 11 a.m. 

WHITESIDE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Rev. Sam Forrester/Cashiers

Sunday School:10 am, Worship Service:11 am

John 3:16
• spirituaLLy speaking •

By Ted Schmidt

In the world in which we live, effectiveness is gener-
ally measured quantitatively.  That is to say, we look at 
the numbers.  We look at the sales, or profit numbers, 

of  a publicly traded company.   We look at the won-loss 
records of  a coach or a team.  We look at the number 
of  graduates from our schools and universities.  If  the 
numbers are good, then we conclude that the company, or 
team, is an effective winner; but is this the way Christian 
Ministry should be measured?   

Having sat in many board and staff  meetings of  vari-
ous Christian ministries, I have found we attempt to mea-
sure ministry effectiveness in the same manner. In our at-
tempt to manage ministry, we count the number of  people 
in Sunday services.  We count the number of  people in 
our music, children, and youth ministries.  (Sometimes we 
even count them twice!)  We count the size of  our staff  
and compare our budget numbers from one year to an-
other.  Then we compare our numbers to the numbers of  
other ministries, but is this the way ministry effectiveness 
should be measured?  Should it be measured at all?   Is 
ministry effectiveness quantitative?  Is it possible to mea-
sure?  Are we trying to measure the Holy Spirit? 

A number of  years ago, at a church growth confer-
ence, it was suggested that the measurement of  a church’s 
health is its growth.  The concept stated, just as a grow-
ing child is a sign of  health, a growing church is a healthy 
church.  It was further suggested that the way you measure 
a growing church is by counting the number of  adult bap-
tisms. The evangelical thinking being - you are really not a 
growing church, if  you are just recycling another church’s 
members.  What really counts is conversions, which can be 
documented by adult baptisms.  While I admire the evan-
gelical motivation to fulfill the Great Commission, I still 
sense there is something more.  What about everyone else 
in the fellowship?  What about those who are not part of  
the fellowship?  Is evangelism the only means of  measur-
ing ministry effectiveness?   

As I looked at the ministry of  Jesus, I observed that 
most of  his efforts were in small groups.  He chose twelve 

Measuring Ministry 
Effectiveness

• See SPIRITUALLY SPEAKING  page 26



Please join us in celebrating the retirement of 
Captain R.L. Forrester  

of the Highlands Police Department
on

May 28, 2015
from

6-7 p.m.
at the

Highlands Community Building
869 N. 4th Street
Highlands, NC

(Next to the Ballfield)
Light Refreshments will be provided.

At 7 p.m., prior to dismissing guests, the 
Highlands Town Board meeting will begin, 
recognizing Captain Forrester for years of  

distinguished service.
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Memorial Day Weekend SALE
at Corey James Gallery

Open everyday until sundown
828-526-4818 • 228 S. 3rd Street

(Corner of 3rd and Spring behind the Methodist Church)

25% to 75% off  
bronzes, fountains, paintings, antiques & more!

We now accept and sell consignments

said he would like to grow the ca-
nine patrol to two. 

“Ruby can only do so much 
and we know we have missed en-
forcement opportunities because 
she couldn’t be there and we 
couldn’t get a canine officer from 
the Sheriff  Department,” he said. 

He said he will first pursue 
grants for her replacement which 
he wants to be dual certified 
like Ruby. “For instance, I want 
one to be a patrol dog trained 
to bite… to be aggressive… be-
cause it’s better to send a canine 
into a building stealth rather than 
an officer who makes noise.” 

Since he started with the 
Highlands Police Department he 
has secured thousands of  dollars 
in grants – including the $15,000 
speed trailer which is used to de-
ter speeding but also to collect 
data so the department knows 
where trouble areas lie.

Besides seeking a grant for 
the canine officers, he is pursu-
ing one to replace the outdated 
Mobile Data Terminal consoles 
in the police vehicles.

He is also pursuing money 
for an Automated Fingerprint 
Identification System. It costs 
$70,000 to $85,000 to purchase 
one but one can be leased and 
maintained through the state for 
$1,700 a year.

Though much has changed 
over the past 10 years, some 
things will never change and 
that’s the distance and topog-
raphy between Highlands and 
Franklin.

“When you calculate the 

man-hours, vehicle wear and tear 
and gas, it would only take two 
round trips to Franklin to equal 
the cost to lease the machine,” he 
said. 

In fact in many cases, par-
ticularly if  someone can bond 
out in front of  Highlands part-
time magistrate, a trip to Franklin 
wouldn’t be necessary if  finger-
printing can be done here.

The jail (with the fingerprint-

ing machine) is 20 miles away and 
when an officer has to go down 
there, it means Highlands is short 
one officer.

The Chief  said on a good day 
when everything works like clock-
work the trip can take an hour and 
a half  but it usually takes three to 
four hours. 

“People who can bond out in 
front of  the magistrate don’t have 
to go to Franklin, so if  we had the 
AFIS system we could do that and 

the DNA sampling here,” said the 
Chief.

DNA sampling kits cost 
nothing because they are supplied 
free from the state but since of-
ficers have had to go to Franklin 
for fingerprinting the Highlands 
PD didn’t bother with DNA col-
lection.

Once DNA is collected it is 
sent to the state and the results 
are stored in a database so that if  

a crime occurs with no suspects 
the database could be used to 
supply answers. 

Over the next five years, two 
officers will be retiring and so 
Harrell will look to replace them, 
though the prospect pool across 
the nation is dwindling. 

“It’s especially hard to re-
cruit in small towns because 
there just isn’t enough action for 

• See POLICE page 30

...POLICE continued from page 14
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828-743-0900

“The Coolest Golf Course in Georgia”

• High Elevations with Cool Summer Temperatures and Incredible Views
• Par 72 Championship Course stretching 6,900 yards of Peaks and Valleys

• Open Daily, Year-Round with Attractive Golf Rates.
• Golf Club Rentals Available.  

• 20 Minutes from Highlands, NC

For Tee Times call 706-746-5302 
Or Book Online at 

www.skyvalleycountryclub.com

Larry Rogers 
Construction Company, Inc.

Excavating • Grading • Trucking Trackhoe 
Backhoe • Blasting • Utilities 

(828) 526-2874

disciples and poured into them.  He taught 
in his daily comings and goings.  There was 
the Sermon on the Mount and the feeding 
of  the 5,000, but so much of  what He did 
was on a one to one basis.  In fact, he really 
only explains the parables to His disciples, 
the rest of  the audience may have walked 
away thinking they were just nice stories.  
In the book of  Acts, we see large groups 
of  people being converted, but we also 
know people were meeting in their homes 
and breaking bread.  So again, I would sug-
gest, a ministry’s effectiveness is difficult to 
quantitatively measure. 

When we consider the effectiveness 
of  ministry, shouldn’t we also look at what 
the Holy Spirit is doing in the hearts and 
minds of  God’s people? How do you mea-
sure this?  Just as Jesus instructed Peter on 
the feeding and caring of  the flock in John 
21, are we not all called to do the same?  
This feeding and caring should be viewed 
as the feeding and caring of  the whole in-
dividual - physical, mental and spiritual.  
Are God’s people being the parts of  the 

Body of  Christ that Paul refers to in I 
Corinthians 12?  Are the people using the 
Gifts that God gave them, or are they just 
consuming the Word and enjoying a good 
show on Sunday?  Are the teachers, teach-
ing?  Are those with the gift of  hospital-
ity, serving in the way God intended?  Do 
those gifted with compassion, prayer in-
tercession, or mercy have the opportunity 
to exercise their gifts? 

Our human perspective prompts us 
to measure quantitatively, but how do you 
measure the effect of  a hospital visit?  Or 
a home delivered meal?  Or a bag of  gro-
ceries?  Or a comforting word?  Or a word 
of  wisdom? Or a simple act of  service? 
Or a word of  knowledge or discernment?  
Should we even begin to try to measure 
the effectiveness of  the Holy Spirit, or 
should we just be led by Him? 

• Ted Schmidt facilitates a Multi-de-
nominational, interactive Bible study dis-
cussion on Sunday evenings at 6 pm.  Call 
him for details at 828-279-2732.

...SPIRITUALLY SPEAKING continued from  
page 24
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Dr. Joseph H. Wilbanks, D.D.S.

706-886-9439 • 800-884-9439

278 East Doyle St. • Toccoa, GA

COMPLETE DENTAL CARE UNDER ONE ROOF.

You are only 50 miles away from 30 years experience in top-
notch, high-tech, one-stop dentistry known for its gentle touch. 

• Dental Implants • Root Canal 
Therapy

• SINGLE VISIT CROWNS! 
• Orthodontics including Invisalign  

• Wisdom Teeth Extractions 
and of course Fillings and Cleanings.

(IV Sedation, too)

www.WilbanksSmileCenter.com

• Business/organization neWs•
The Molly Grace opens full of color!

The Molly Grace shop on the 
corner of  Oak and 4th streets across 
from Town Hall is operated by the 
mother-daugthers team of  Stephanie, 
Kedra and Marlee McCall. 

It features an interesting array of  
local artisan gifts and goods for the 
mind, body and home. 

Several items were designed 
by Marlee, who just graduated from 
UNC-Charlotte in architecture.

The shop is open Monday-Sat-
urday from 10a to 5p. 

For more information, call 
828-526-8390.

The Confederate 
Memorial  

Ceremony was 
held May 9

On Saturday, May 9 the Macon 
County Chapter 2005 of  the United 
Daughters of  the Confederacy 
gathered for its annual Confederate 
Memorial Day service which also 
marked the 150th anniversary of  the 
end of  the War Between the Sates at 
the monument in Rankin Square in 
Frankllin.  

Stories were told about the 
soldiers who served and the history 
of  the monument. Saturday’s service 
ended with the laying of  a wreath 
by Barbara Mellor, the reading of  a 
moving poem by Chaplain Carolyn 
Crunkleton, the Lord’s Prayer and 
the final two songs played by Sam 
McQuitty, Amazing Grace and Dixie.

‘Dental Exam Day’ 
at Highlands S.

On May 8, Drs. Dyer, Ricke, Stiefel 
and Walker volunteered their time 
and expertise to examine the stu-
dents. After each student was ex-
amined, a form was completed and 
sent home to the parents indicating 
any potential dental problems. Stu-
dents were also given a dental gift 
bag containing a toothbrush, dental 
floss and tooth paste. K-5. Dr. Ricke 
exams a student.
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Allan Dearth & Sons
Generator 

Sales & Service, Inc.

828-526-9325
Cell: 828-200-1139

email: allandearth@msn.com

Larry Houston
Rock Work

Walls • Fireplaces • Patios • Piers 
All Rock Work • Stucco

(828) 526-4138 or (828) 200-3551

Deluxe, Indoor 
Climate Controlled Self Storage
With covered loading zone

Highlands Storage Village
526-4555 • Cashiers Rd. 

• Units Available • 

Loma Linda
Farm

NC License # 10978

Dog Boarding • Day Care 
Pastoral Parks

In Home and Leash-free 
Lodging in the lap of luxury.

(828) 421-7922
Highlands, NC

LomaLindaFarm@frontier.com
www.lomalindafarm.com

• Residential or 
Commercial 

• Over 40 Years  
Experience 
• Fast and  

Dependable
• FREE Estimates

• FREE Pick-up and 
Delivery

American 
Upholstery & Fabric 

Outlet

(864) 638-9661 cell: (864) 710-9106
(Owners: Morris & Rachel Bible)

102 S. College Street • Walhalla, SC

You know us as RUNNERS, 
but don’t forget we are also 

NC REAL ESTATE BROKERS. 
You can count on us every 

step of the way to get you to 
the finish line. We train hard 
for races, and we will work 

equally hard for you.

Whiteside 
Cove  

Cottages
5 new log cabins 

nestled in the 
hemlocks on 25 acres at 

the base of Whiteside 
Mountain.

800-805-3558 • 828-526-2222

J&M Towing  
Service

Local and Long Distance Hauls
526-0374 • 342-0583

Owner-Operator 
Jeff Miller

Richard Betz 828-526-5213
Martha Betz 828-200-1411

Country Club Properties
betzrealtor@gmail.com

24-Hour 

Towing

chestnut storage

Look for our sign!
10890 Buck Creek Rd. - 1/2 mile off Cashiers Rd near the hospital 

Storage Units Available
Secure 24 Hour Access

Easy In - Easy Out
Great Rates - Great Terms

Call today to find out why we’re
“Highland’s Premier Facility”

828-482-1045

On The Spot • “We Come to You”

Call 828-421-8191 or 828-421-1868
onthespotwash@outlook.com
Facebook.com/wash.onthespot

• Hand Wash
• Detailing & Wax
• Full Interior 
• Anywhere You Park
• Serving Highlands

David Gomez, 
Detail Professional
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Highlands Automotive

Service
&

Repair

NC
Inspection

Station

2851 Cashiers Road • highlandsautomotive.com
828-787-2360

‘Let me help you with your next remodeling project!’

828-342-3500 
kpick64@yahoo.com
43 Holt Road, Highlands

Like me on FaceBook  • Kevin Pickett LLC

Open 7 days a week 
Mon. - Fri. 9a to 7p • Sat. & Sun. 9a to 5p

Reasonable Self-Pay Prices

828-526-0008 155 Main Street • Wright Sq.

Accept most insurances including Medicaid and Medicare

Healthy Home Services
Radon & Mold Testing & Removal
Dry Crawl Spaces & Basements

Workers Comp •  Licensed •  Certified

www.HealthyHomeServices.info
828-489-4248 828-200-0949

4Seniors, LLC
Medical Liaison Services

An advocate to guide you through the 
complex medical labyrinth of services 

and treatments.
We will help you and your family ...

• Understand your medical condition
• Understand your treatment options

• Decipher your medical bills w/Medicare and Ins.
Contact Patricia Smith • Registered Nurse Practitioner

828-482-1821

4seniors.hc@gmail.com

• cLassiFieDs •Service Directory Ads:
$17/week Black and White

$22/week color
Classified Ads:

$6 for 10 words; 20 cents for each 
additional word.

• See CLASSIFIEDS page 30

The Website 
Says it All!

Sarah M. Mueller, C.P.C

www.LifeCoachSarah.org

Certified Professional Life Coach
828-526-4094 • 561-309-7042
SarahMmueller3@gmail.com

“One day at a time.”

Viva Wellness
Stimulating Natural Healing

• Whole Body Vibration
• Hydro-Massage Spa Capsule
• Far Infrared Sauna Capsule

828-526-1566
Dr. Kit Barker, Cellular Biology

5 Cottage Row • U.S. 64 East

YARD SALES
BIG INDOOR YARD SALE – Sat., May 23, 9 a.m. 

sharp. Rain or Shine. Inside Community Building, US 64 East, 
just past the Town Ballfield and Plant Sale.

SAT. AND SUN., MAY 23-24, 10a until. 701 Dillard 
Road. 

FRI. & SAT., MAY 22-23, 8a until? Scaly Mountain 
Church of God. 290 Buck Knob Road, Scaly Mountain.

GIGANTIC MULTI-FAMILY ESTATE SALE – 
Sat. & Sun., May 23 & 24, 8a to 4p. Patio furniture, tools, 
paintball guns, camping, fishing, artwork, frames, luggage, full 
household with 40 years accumulation. Plus a 1997 Camaro 
T-Top. 475 Holt Road, Highlands, off Dillard Road. Turn at 
Glen Falls, go straight onto Holt.

MOVING SALE, ALL MUST GO. SAT., SUN., 
AND MON., MAY 23 - 25, 8 AM. Dressers, curio cabi-
nets, Kenmore washer and dryer, light fixtures, file cabinets, 
hardware, bedding, ceiling fans, pictures, tons of misc. 236 
Hemlock Woods Dr., Wildwood Mtn. Subdivision, halfway 
between Highlands and Cashiers.”

WANTED
TWO OR THREE BEDROOM cottage in town. 

Long term rental. Call 828-200 1371. 
COUPLE LOOKING FOR 2BD/1BA HOUSE 

to rent within 5 miles of Main Street. No smoking, no pets. 
Call Jeremy at 706-599-0778. (st. 5/14)

HELP WANTED
SKYLINE LODGE now hiring a line cook and a 

housekeeper. Call 828-526-2121 or pick up an application 
at the front desk. (st. 5/21)

WHOLE LIFE MARKET & NECTAR JUICE 
BAR now hiring! Send resume to wholelife@frontier.com 
or stop by for an application. For more information call 
828-526-5999. (st. 5/14) 

CNA/MED AIDE, AND HOUSEKEEPER, 
Chestnut Hill of Highlands, (828)526-5251. (5/28) 

HIRING FULL TIME DELIVERY,WAREHOUSE 
PERSON for retail store in Highlands. Must be able to lift 
and move furniture. Would prefer CDL. Send resume to 
shannon@dutchmansdesigns.com (st. 5/7)

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED Food Pantry, Highlands 
1- 2 hours per month Sharon Giddens . 828482-0558 

SALES ASSOCIATE FOR HIGH END RETAIL 
CLOTHING STORE IN HIGHLANDS, NC. full time. 
part-time and seasonal. Must be available to work week-
ends. Retail clothing sales experience preferred. Please call 
828-200-0928 (st. 4/30) 

MAIN STREET INN AND BISTRO now hiring 
servers, hostess, bussers and line cooks, experience re-
quired. Please call Robbie @ 828-526-2590. (st. 4/30) 

POTPOURRI BOUTIQUE STORES IN HIGH-
LANDS AND CASHIERS looking for seasonal part or 
full time sales persons from May to November. Must have 
retail experience with women’s clothing and accessories, 
eyewear experience a plus. Required to work weekends 
and holidays, except Thanksgiving Day and Christmas Day. 
Fast paced, on your feet all day. Email resume to potpour-
rihighlands@yahoo com (st. 4/16)

SWEETREATS DELI. call 828-526-9632. (ST. 4/2)
NEW HIGHLANDS RESTAURANT hiring all 

positions - sous chef, line cooks, dish, servers, server as-
sistants, host/hostess logcabinrestaurant2015@gmail.com

MOUNTAIN FRESH GROCERY in Highlands is 

HOME COLORS
KITCHEN CABINET REFACING/PAINTING 

CASHIERS-HIGHLANDS. 

Chuck Layman
23 years professional experience. 

770-594-0750
paintcabinets@bellsouth.net. www.paintcabinets.net. 

LIke Us On Facebook: Home Colors Atlanta



hiring full-time for: 
• Baristas, 
• Cashiers, 
• Grill, 
• Deli, and 
• Pizza departments. 
Applicants should apply in person or 

email resume to jobs828@gmail.com
WOLFGANG’S RESTAURANT 

now hiring experienced waitstaff and line 
cook. Please call Jacque at 828.526.3807 
(st. 2/29) 

SCALY MOUNTAIN NURSERY 
now hiring for landscape division. Call 526-
9269 or Matt at 371-2474. (4/9)

CREEKSIDE RESTAURANT 
INHIGHLANDS now hiring chef/cook 
and servers. Experience required. Call 
Bob at 828-526-9822. (st. 2/26)

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY
FLOWER SHOP FOR SALE IN 

HIGHLANDS PLAZA, great situa-
tion for a duo! All inclusive and turn key. 
Includes all inventory, stock, supplies. 
Monthly income contracts. 18 years in 
business, Loyal Customers, Best Location. 
828-526-8671. (5/30) 

SMALL BUSINESS, GREAT LO-
CATION. tons of goodwill, Retail ready. 
Under valued! $5,000. Call 828-526-2801 
or 404-550-1565. (3/19-4/30)

RESIDENTIAL FOR RENT
HOME FOR RENT: Three Bed-

room home, 3 miles from town. Beauti-
ful terrace and yard, pond and mountain 
views. Available seasonally or year round. 
Call 828-421-4681 (st. 2/29) 

SAPPHIRE NC. Partitioned Home 
for lease - 2 Bedroom (mountain views) 
with 2-car Garage. Easy access Sapphire 
NC. 561-346-6400 (11/20)

COMMERCIAL FOR RENT
COMMERCIAL SPACE, AP-

PROXIMATELY 1500SF AVAILABLE 
6/1/2015. Space can be subdivided into 
500 & 1000 sf units. Located on Hwy 64 
East (Highlands) on high traffic road with 
excellent visibility and easy in and out 
parking. 828-526-4889.(st. 4/2)

VAC/SEASONAL RENTAL
PRIVATE COTTAGE. Seasonal 

rental by week or month right in town. 
828-200-6195 (st. 5/14) 

HIGHLANDS VACATION 
RENTAL DOWNTOWN. 2/2 updated 
in 2014 with luxury master bath, king bed, 
marble & SS kitchen. Second floor condo 
two blocks off Main. Renovated like an Old 
Edwards Suite! W/D in unit, flat screen T.V., 
gas fireplace, off street parking. Available 
weekly $1,000 plus utilities. Call 828-352-
8519. (st. 12/25) 

LOTS/LAND FOR SALE

TWO LAND PARCELS JOINED. 
NC tract consists of 25.75 acres and a farm 
house. GA parcel consists of 54 .18 acres, 3 
bed/2 bath, full basement, two car garage, 2 
barns and 2 outbuildings. Land has pasture, 
agricultural forestry and 2 creeks. Located 
in Clear Creek area. $925,000. For more 
information contact Fran Wilson at 304-615-
3553. (st. 4/2) 

LAND FOR SALE IN CLEAR 
CREEK: 2.18 acre parcel has road frontage 
on Mack Wilson Rd. $15,900. Any reasonable 
offers will be considered. Call 828-526-2874. 
(st. 4/23) 

RESIDENTIAL FOR SALE
CABINS FOR SALE/RENT. Lo-

cated on Sawmill Road in Clear Creek. 4.63 
acres. Call 828-526-2720. Price Negotiable. 
(st. 5/7))

2BED/2BATH 1.20 AC. Fantastic 
views & Privacy $88,999. Call 482.2050 
706.782.9728. Cypresslanesale@facebook. 
(st. 8/7) 

ITEMS FOR SALE 
FOUR PIECE OAK BEDROOM 

SET $450. Call 526.0501
FURNITURE: leather living room set 

w/tables: full dining room set w/crystal and 
curio cabinets: King bed set, two queen bed 
sets, oriental rugs and more: call for appoint-
ment 828-482-0313 (5/21)

MOTORCYCLE: CLASSIC 2005 
Kawasaki Vulcan 800 with many custom up-
grades $3800, 828-482-0313 (5/21)

2003 FORD EXPLORER, Red, 
200,300, miles Good condition, appraised 
at, $3900, vin report, available, $3500, 
828.342.1999 (st. 5/14)
NEW DETACHABLE SNOW PLOW 
FOR FORD 250 SUPER DUTY 
TRUCK OR SIMILAR. Also salt spreader 
for same size truck. Asking $1200 for both 
or reasonable offer. Please call Frank at 828-
526-1953. (st. 4/16)

WORMY CHESTNUT FOR SALE: 
Approximately 300 square feet of ¾” wormy 
chestnut wainscot milled and finished. Board 
length 36”; width varies from 4” to 8”. $2800 
lot price. 404-944-5298 (st. 3/20)

SERVICES
H I G H L A N D S - C A S H I E R S 

HANDYMAN: Repairs, remodeling, 
painting, pressure washing, minor plumbing 
and electric, decks and additions. Free 
Estimates. Insured. Call 421-4667. (4/23) 

H O U S E K E E P I N G , PA I N T, 
powerwashing, tree Care. Call 828-200-
0492. (5/21)

HIGHLANDS RESIDENTIAL 
WINDOW CLEANING. 25+ years 
experience. Call Greg at 828-200-7223. (6/4) 

THERAPEUTIC STRETCHING 
can free up your joints, increase Range Of 
Motion, improve walking gait and posture, 
prevent pain and even help you play better 
golf.
YOUNG AGAIN FITNESS PROTOCOL 
IS THE MOST comprehensive of private 
studio fitness programs designed by 61 year 
old trainer Hank Miller to get you healthier 
and keep you functioning younger from 
your 50’s through your 80’s! Minutes from 
Highlands. NC LMT6820 Call:828-305-9713.. 
(5/14)

HANDI-MAN – Electrical, plumbing, 
painting, carpentry, yard work. Call Al at 828-
332-7271 or 828-369-6245. (st. 4/2) 

ZEN SPA BY ANGEL JOY. A 
NEW DAY SPA IN HIGHLANDS OFF 
HYW 64 (NEXT TO HIGHLANDS FALLS 
COUNTRY CLUB) Open Mon - Sat 8am - 
7pm. Deep Tissue, Hot Stones, Reflexology 
and more. Visit us online for options. www.
zenspabyangeljoy.com. Mention ad get 10% 
OFF ph. 919-413-7411’ (6/18)

I PAY TOP DOLLAR for premium 
low mileage automobiles 828-347-6600. 
(st. 6/5) 

COMPUTER REPAIR. House calls, 
lessons, audio/video installation, iphone/ipad 
repairs. Call Dusty 276-724-0669 (st. 4/26)

PIANO LESSONS with Marquita. 
Adults and Children. Cal 910-548-2719. 
(st. 2/26) 

LOCAL MARY KAY. PRODUCTS 
IN STOCK. FREE skin care and cosmetic 
consultation. Call Maggie 787-2233. (st. 4/26) 

ALL AROUND OFFICE SOLU-
TIONS – Bookkeeping Services, Payroll 
Prep, Payroll Tax Prep, Billing Services, 
Virtual Assistant, Data Base Management, 
Administrative Services, Research Assistance, 
Quickbooks Set-up and Training. Call Mary 
James at 828-421-0002 or email mjames@
allaroundofficesolutions.com (st. 1/15)

HIGH COUNTRY PHOTO/KEVIN 
VINSON: scanning photos, slides & nega-
tives to CD or DVD for easier viewing. Video 
transfer to DVD. Everything done in house. 
Leave message at 828-526-5208. (st. 4/23)

HIGHLANDS TAXI & SHUTTLE: 
Let Charlie Dasher handle your transpor-
tation whether it’s to the airport, a special 
event, or just around town. Van service for 
weddings. Licensed and insured. 526-8645. 
(st. 7/18/13)

MOLD AND MUSTY SMELL IN 
YOUR HOME? Call for free inspection. 
828-743-0900.
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young bucks who were raised watching, 
cop shows on TV,” said Harrell. “So we 
typically hire away from other agencies and 
who we get depends on how big a carrot 
we dangle.”

He said the hardest part to hiring 
is getting the right fit for Highlands: the 
right personality, the right set of  skills and 
someone who wants to be here. There may 
not be a lot of  action, but he tells them 
they can be as busy as they want to be. 

“Don’t let the vehicle be a barrier. 
Walk, talk, associate. Community policing 
isn’t a waste of  time or breath. It’s about 
communication and feedback,” he said.

According to Harrell, property and 
white collar crimes are the biggest crimes 
– particularly because Highlands is a sea-
sonal town. 

“A second home is broken into and 
we find out six months later when people 
return; try to solve that crime!” he said. 
“We aren’t perfect and can’t solve every 
crime … no one can …this isn’t CSI. But 
we are very effective,” he said.

Though the police department 
doesn’t make the ordinances the Planning 
Board and Town Board work on, they are 
charged to uphold them and so it is per-
ceived as the “bad guy,” said Harrell. “But 
that’s part of  the job.” 

A lot of  what the department re-
sponds to is complaint-driven – ordinance 
violations, parking violations, gas drive 
offs, someone sees or hears a couple in a 
domestic dispute or someone sees some-
one too drunk to drive. 

“So the community helps with polic-
ing,” he said. “The perception is that this 
is Mayberry and nothing happens; that’s 
not true, but for the most part Highlands 
is a domicile community with a safe envi-
ronment. We have a good team; we have 
assembled good people who I am very 
proud of.”

Harrell said Highlands is a model 
community in which to be the director of  
Public Safety and he loves it.

“I have enjoyed seeing this depart-
ment and community move forward.”

In the near future, he plans on having 
community assemblies so people can voice 
concerns, ask questions and learn how the 
police department does its job.

– Kim Lewicki

...POLICE continued 
from page 25

BIG INDOOR YARD SALE
SATURDAY, MAY 23 – 9:00 A.M. 

SHARP
RAIN OR SHINE

HWY 64E INSIDE COMMUNITY 
BUILDING 

(JUST PAST TOWN BALLFIELD)
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Main Street Inn & Bistro 
828-526-2590 • mainstreet-inn.com

“Ace is the Place.”

At Main & 3rd streets
Highlands 526-2157

Hardware
Reeves

3

19

www.chambersagency.net

Chambers Realty 
& Vacation Rentals

Homes and Land For Sale
Vacation Homes for Rent

526-3717 OR 888-526-3717
401 N 5th St, Highlands

11

1

Main St, Oak Square,  
Mon-Sat, 10-5 

Sun. 12-4

Oriental Rug 
Gallery

526-5759

Andrea 
Gabbard 

Broker/Owner
828-200-6742

Country Club Properties
“Your local hometown 

Real Estate professionals.”
3 Offices 828-526-2520

www.CCPHighlandsNC.com

2

10

Highlands Mountain Realty

42

Celebrating our 21st Season!

Bistro Service Starts at 4p
Dining Room Starts at 5:30p

474 Main Street • 828-526-3807
www.wolfgangs.net • Find us on FaceBook

highlandsmountainrealty.net

Santa

BRIAN RENFRO
828-226-0118
brianrenfro@gmail.com
www.brianrenfro.com

Pam Nellis, Broker
O: 828.743.1999
C: 828.787.1895

Email: Pam@ncliving.com
Website: www.ncliving.com

The 
Lost Hiker

Open
5p to 2a

www.thelosthikers 
bar.com

www.facebook.com/
The Lost Hiker

475 Carolina Way
828-526-8232

WEEKLY SPECIALS 
& EVENTS
Monday 

$3 Wells & Free Pool
Tuesday

$4 Wells, Fireball & 
Karaoke

Wednesday 
$4 Jagerbombs & 

Free Pool
Thursdays

$6 Long Island Ice Tea 
& Pool Tournament

Friday
$4 Fireball & 
Live Music
Saturday

$5 Fireball & 
Live Music

Sunday 
$3 Wells & Free Pool

Available at 
Jackson Hole Gem Mine
9770 Highlands Rd, Highlands

828-524-5850

526-1796
479 South St., Ste. 5 • Highlands NC
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Sat., May 23
Porch 40

9 p.m.

Hair by Cirino 
has moved 

to Highlands 
Plaza next to 

Bryson’s.
Call 828-482-9374



www.firemt.com • (800) 775-4446

Cashmere
Scotland’s Best Knitwear

MCCULLEY’S

“Top of the Hill”
242 S. 4th St.

Open 7 days a week
526-4407

828-526-2338

30 ...on the Verandah 
Restaurant

on Lake Sequoyah

Open Year-Round.
343-D

Main Street.
526-4035

www.wildthymegourmet.com

pat.f.allen@gmail. com 

#1 
Broker 

Highlands/Cashiers 
2010-2014 per  

HCMLS

Jody Lovell
33

www.ontheverandah.com

Open for
 Dinner nightly 

at 5:30p.
Sunday brunch, 

too

Open for 
Lunch & 

Dinner daily

Pat Allen 
Broker-in-charge

Cell: 828-200-9179 
Office: 828-526-8784

www.patallenrealtygroup.com 

828-526-4104
highlandssir.com

828-526-8784
295 Dillard Road

Paoletti
Please call for reservations

526-4906

Join us for our 31st year
Serving Dinner Daily

from 5 p.m.

“Invest in Highlands, NC Real Estate ... and Invest in Your Life.”TM 

(828) 526-8118 • 125 South 4th Street

40

WhiteOakRG.com

Susie deVille 
Broker-in-Charge

(828) 371-2079

Leslie Cook
Broker

(828) 421-5113

Wick Ashburn 
Broker

(828) 421-0500

Tara Ray
Executive Assistant

(828) 371-1622

Emily Chastain 
Operations Manager

(828) 200-6277

BROKERS:
Jim Kinard 
828-371-8993 

Julie Osborn
828-200-6165

Sherman Pope 
828-342-4277

Cy Timmons 
828-200-9762

Sheryl Wilson 
828-337-0706

9770 Highlands Rd., Highlands
828-524-5850

www.jacksonholegemmine.com

Open
7 Days a Week

10a to 4p

Closed Tuesday & Wednesday


