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Incumbent John Dotson Incumbent Eric Pierson

Michael “Bud” Rogers Incumbent Brian Stiehler

Four running for Highlands 
TB will be on the ballot 11/3

As political races go, Tuesday’s 
election probably won’t be a nail 
biter ... only one candidate signed 
up to run against the incumbents.

Michael “Bud” Rogers is vying 
for one of  the seats on the High-
lands Town Board currently held 
by John Dotson, Eric Pierson and 
Brian Stiehler.

Candidate Rogers has opted 
out of  participating in the candi-
date Q & A, so the answers from 
Dotson, Pierson and Stiehler will 
serve as a reminder of  why they 
want to continue to serve, what 
they feel they have accomplished 
over the last four years and will of-
fer insight into what they hope for 
the future.

John Dotson
1. Why do you want to run 

for office again?
I enjoy working for the taxpay-

ers and the stakeholders of  High-
lands. I believe the town has run 
more smoothly in the last few years 
than at any time in recent memory. 
I would like to continue the trend 
of  a well-run government that is 
responsive to the taxpayers, hold-
ing on to what we all hold dear 

about Highlands, yet moving pro-
gressively into the 21st century.

2. What has happened over 
the last four years that you are 
proud of; what are you disap-
pointed in.

I am most proud of  how we 
have been able to remain fiscally 
conscious and responsible to the 
taxpayers. I find it hard to pinpoint 
anything that I am specifically dis-
appointed with. 

3. If  elected, what do you 
hope to accomplish as a Town 
Board Commissioner over the 
next four years.

I would like for us to continue 
to refine and develop our internal 
policies and our Town ordinances 
which affect the taxpayers.

4. Do you have an opinion 
concerning Highlands’ rela-
tionship with Duke – High-
lands’ wholesale electricity pro-
vider? Would you ever consider 
changing anything about the 
current arrangement?

I think each one of  us has an 
opinion about the relationship be-
tween Duke Power and the Town 

•See BALLOT page 6

Last year, North Carolina 
Public Education made history 
with a record high of  85.6 per-
cent of  students across the state 
graduating high school. This 
newest graduation rate means 
North Carolina has improved the 
state’s annual graduation from 
68.3 percent in 2006 to 85.6 per-
cent in 2014. 

“The high school gradua-
tion rate is one of  the most im-
portant indicators of  school suc-
cess,” said June Atkinson, North 
Carolina State Superintendent. 
“This rate reflects our ability to 
keep students engaged in school 
and learning so they can success-
fully advance to college and ca-
reers.” 

Highlands 
School hits 

100% 
graduation 

rate in ‘13-’14  
Recognized by NC 

State Superintendent

The Highlands United Meth-
odist Church has been jumping 
through the required hoops to 
make its expansion possible since 
September 2009 when it was 
granted permission to change its 
zoning from B3 to B1 conditional.

Since that time, adjoining 
property bordered by Spring and 
3rd streets has been acquired; 
Church Street Alley has been re-
configured, funds have been raised 
and now the time for expansion 
has come.

At this week’s Planning Board 
meeting, members of  the church 
and its Architect Garland Reyn-
olds presented plans for a new 
Fellowship/Education Center that 
will be added to the backside of  
the church property spanning the 

Church Street Alley spur and the 
Wellspring property.

The four remaining cottages 
on the Wellspring property will 
be removed to make room for the 
10,455 sq. ft. expansion which will 

Appearance Commission OKs HUMC with conditions
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Dear Editor
A good friend and I recently went on a challenging hike in an area not well marked or 

maintained.  One thing led to another and a bad decision or two and we were in trouble.  
While our lives were not in imminent danger, we needed help to safely get out of  the dif-
ficult situation.  Reluctantly we finally gave in and called for the Highlands Fire & Rescue.  
Several top-notch fire and rescue members came to our aid. They hiked a good distance 
to provide the required relief.  

I am most appreciative for their help.  Our community is very fortunate to have these 
dedicated and professional gentlemen assisting all of  us.  Hats off  to Ryan Gearhart, 
Hunter Leffler, Eric Pierson, David Leffler, Eric Fielding, Gary Ammons, Seth Schmitt, 
Taylor Parrish, and Robbie Forrester.  We are lucky to have these gentlemen working for 
our safety.

James Riddle
Highlands

Highlands Fire & Rescue is the best

Dear Editor,
Thank you so very much for writing the article about “Lucky” the rescued hound 

dog. 
Last Saturday our dog LG dug out of  his fenced yard. When he came home he was 

exhausted. A little while later we noticed a trail of  blood on the floor. After thoroughly 
examining him we realized his paws were swollen and nails were worn down to the quick. 
We had NO idea where he had gone or what happened to him until we read the article in 
the Highlands paper last week entitled “Lucky the hound dog saved by a Good Samaritan.

We are pleased to report that after sleeping for two days LG is fully recovered and 
digging out again.

To say we are grateful to Joe Doolan is an understatement. If  he had not been per-
sistent, diligent, and hadn’t followed his gut and heart, LG would not have made it home.

Our thanks also goes out to Dr. Amy Patterson who took the time out of  her day off  
to go into the office to make sure this lucky dog was okay.

Needless to say we feel as though we are the lucky ones to have our Little Guy back 
at home.

Thank you again and again to everybody!
Lisa Wilker

Debbie Grossman

Lucky all the way around

Dear Editor,
The Coalition to Fight Nonnative Invasive Plants is grateful to you for printing 

comprehensive articles on the threats that Japanese Knotweed, Oriental Bittersweet, and 
Kudzu pose to our beautiful, biodiverse mountain environment. However, we would like 
to clarify our intended methods to combat these threats. 

Our first line of attack is not herbicides; rather it is education. Every resident of the 
Highlands Plateau needs to understand the terrible damage that these and several other 
nonnative invasive plants can do to our environment and become aware of the ways that 
they may be contributing to this problem. Most of us have plants in our gardens that are 
not native to the Southern Appalachians. However, a small number of these nonnative 

We must all fight against invasive plants

plants have become highly invasive and 
destructive in our mountain environment. 
Because these plants are out of their original 
locale, their native control mechanisms 
such as competing vegetation, disease, 
insects, animals, and weather patterns, do 
not exist here. Consequently these plants 
can take over the landscape crowding out 

As mayor I read weekly 
bulletins from the North 
Carolina League of  Mu-

nicipalities and the National 
League of  Municipalities. I just 
read a section from the Na-
tional League called CitiesSpeak. 
Trevor Langan posted an article 
called, “How to Make a City 
Creative.” Much of  his mate-
rial was borrowed from Richard 
Florida’s 2012 book, The Rise of  
the Creative Class.

After reading the blog, I also started 
reading Florida’s book. What strikes me is 
that Highlands comes very close to already 
being a creative community. 

Both authors emphasize many com-
munities are working to attract workers 
from the “creative class.” These workers 
are described as engineers, scientists, art-
ists and entrepreneurs that work coop-
eratively to generate new ideas, concepts, 
products and systems. Florida points out 
that the old manufacturing/ industrial for-
mula of  20th century innovators like Hen-
ry Ford is dead. In fact, in isolated regions 
like ours, it was never viable.

Florida breaks down our current sys-
tem into two distinct areas, the service 

sector and the creative sector. 
While about 60% of  our econ-
omy is driven by the delivery of  
goods and services, about 40% 
is composed of  this new class 
of  creative workers. The digital 
technology is exponentially ex-
panding this sector dedicated to 
innovation and creativity.

Cities are retooling to attract 
this creative class. Both writ-
ers point out there are specific 

characteristics of  the emerging creative cit-
ies and towns. These communities have a 
common core area, or an anchor district. In 
these areas are public parks, including dog 
parks, visual and performing art centers, 
live music performances, farmers markets, 
coffee shops, restaurants and bars, unique 
shops, recreation facilities, green ways and 
cultural/social institutions. In addition, 
many of  the towns are in beautiful, natu-
ral settings that inspire outdoor activities. 
These places are sometimes described as 
urban oases in scenic rural settings. Sound 
familiar?

These creative communities have an 
openness and tolerance for differences so 
that innovative ideas can flourish and flow. 
Many “creatives” have a strong commit-
ment the environment. Most of  these new 
workers operate from home, or in small 
groups that are connected via digital media 
to larger audiences throughout the world.

Now what these writers describe seems 
in many ways where Highlands already is, 
or is evolving toward. Yes, we will always 
be a resort and retirement community, but 
as we develop the infrastructure, especially 
the digital network, I see us attracting more 
folks from this emerging creative commu-
nity. These “millennial” types are potential 
permanent residents that could infuse our 
community and economy with new cre-
ative energy and financial resources. 

Old Boomers, like myself, may be able 

Maintaining a ‘creative’ community
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Stay and Spa 

Enjoy One 50-Minute Spa Treatment Per Person 
and a Complimentary Bottle of Champagne 

Call 828-787-2625 | Or Visit 200Main.com

*Rate varies depending on rooms and dates booked. Does not include tax or gratuity.  
Package available: Sunday - Thursday Nights. Based on Double Occupancy. 

From $420 Per Night for Two People*

A 200 Main Midweek Spa Getaway Package
with The Spa at Old Edwards Inn

...LETTERS continued from page 2
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native plants that feed and shelter our wildlife. These plants do not support the insect 
populations that are essential to feed baby birds and their seeds have very low nutritional 
value for our wildlife. Highlands is surrounded by the Nantahala National Forest and 
many of the attractions that draw tourists and new residents to this area are within this 
forest. Kudzu can completely smother the forest edge; Oriental Bittersweet chokes trees to 
death; and Japanese Knotweed can crowd out all other vegetation, forming   vast areas of 
impenetrable growth.  Not only does this damage the health and beauty of the forest, the 
necessary eradication costs taxpayer dollars. These plants are escaping from our gardens 
and our outdoor decorations when wind, water, animal fur, and droppings carry seed for 
miles to start a new colony. Some of these plants travel by root systems or the ability of a 
tiny fragment to generate a new plant. 

The Coalition has created a list of nonnative invasives that need to be controlled or 
eliminated from this area. In the order of their potential danger to the environment, they 
are: Japanese Knotweed, Oriental Bittersweet, Kudzu, English Ivy, Multiflora Rose, Burning 
Bush, Privet, Japanese Honeysuckle, Chinese Silvergrass, Five Leaf Akebia, Japanese 
Spirea, and non-native Bamboo.  Most environmental and conservation organizations are 
begging homeowners not to plant these invasives and to destroy those that are already 
on their property. 

The Coalition will employ several methods to educate the public. In the planning 
stages are newspaper articles, lectures, workshops for landscapers and nurseries, a library 
display, and outreach to children with afterschool and summer programs. We will offer 
information on identifying these plants and the best methods to control or eradicate 
them (including herbicides as a last resort). We will also provide lists of native plants as 
attractive substitutes for the nonnatives removed from the landscape. Members of the 
Coalition are The Land Stewards, Highland Biological Station, Highlands Cashiers Land 
Trust, Highlands Plateau Audubon Society, and the Greenway. Our newest member is the 
Town of Highlands. Below is a statement by Commissioner Brian Stiehler, who will serve 
Town Representative on the Coalition at the request of Mayor Taylor. 

• obituary•
Rev. Alton Dendy, 77, 

of Highlands, went home to 
be with the Lord on Sunday, 
October 25, 2015.

Born in Macon County, 
he was the son of the late Jo-
seph Ellison Dendy and Del-
cie Gibson Dendy.  

In addition to his par-
ents, he was preceded in 
death by brothers and sisters, 
Hazel McClure, Josephine 
Houston, Alec Dendy, Har-
old Dendy, Ernest Dendy and Gene Dendy.  
Alton was a graduate of Fruitland Bible 
College and minister of the gospel for over 
50 years, serving as pastor beginning at El-
lijay Bible Baptist Church; Liberty Baptist; 
Pine Grove; Mashburn Branch; Pleasant 
Hill; Pine Grove; Newman Chapel ;Bethel 
(GA) ; Liberty (GA); Faith; Sugarfork and 
Walnut Creek.  Alton was also a devoted 
husband, loving father and grandfather.

He is survived by his wife of 59 years, 
Ruth McCall Dendy; one son, Michael 
Dendy of Highlands; two daughters, Dar-
lene Dendy of Cary, NC and Lisa Rhodarm-
er (Derek) of Cary, NC; four grandchildren, 
Kelley Dendy, Jennifer Tallent, Landon Tal-

lent and William Rhodarmer; 
three great grandchildren, 
Trinity Dendy, Aiden Dendy 
and Blaine Dendy and many 
nieces and nephews.

Funeral Service held at 
Wednesday, October 28 at 
Pine Grove Baptist Church.  
Rev. Greg Rogers, Rev. 
Davis Hooper, Rev. Steve 
Reeves and Rev. Jim Carver 
officiated.  Burial was held at 
Mt. Moriah Cemetery.

Pallbearers were Michael Dendy, Kelly 
Dendy, Shane Dendy, Landon Tallent, Jus-
tin Kelley, Harold Crisp, Clyde McCall, Bill 
Rhodarmer and William Rhodarmer.

Honorary Pallbearers were Walnut 
Creek Baptist Church Members and Area 
Ministers.

Memorial donations can be made 
to Gideon’s International, PO Box 372, 
Franklin, NC  28744 or Angel Hospice, 170 
Church Street, Franklin, NC  28734.

Macon Funeral Home was in charge of 
the arrangements.

Online condolences can be made at ma-
confuneralhome.com

Rev. Alton Dendy
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• Highlands Area Dining •

Serving Lunch and Dinner Year-Round.
Gourmet Foods, Full Service Bar
Town Square at 343-D Main St. • Highlands

828-526-4035

Serving Lunch Daily  
11a to 4p

Serving Dinner from 
5:30p 

7 days a week

Lunch weekends 11a-4p
Dinner: 7 nights a week 5-9p

For reservations call: 526-4429
Main Street • Highlands

Cyprus International 
Cuisine

Open Year Round 6 days/wk

We Cater!
151 Helen’s Barn Ave., Highlands

Asia House
Japanese • Asian• Thai • Hibachi Cuisine

Open Daily • Closed Tuesdays

100% 
Mexican 

Food!

Open Tues.-Sun. • 11a to 10p
526-0608 • 30 Dillard Road • Highlands

Mon, Tues, Thurs. 11a to 10p
Fri., & Sat., 11a to 11p

Sun., noon to 10p
CLOSED WEDNESDAYS

828-787-1680 or 828-787-1900

Lunch Buffet 
Listed in ‘100 Top Chinese Restaurants in USA’

In-town delivery w/$15 order
Highlands Plaza • 526-5525

Golden China

ONLY

BUFFET 

IN TOWN!

LUNCH: 
11-2:30, M-TH $7.95

Friday: Seafood Buffet $8.95

Wine & Beer • No MSG

Open Monday-Saturday
11a to 9:30p

Menu available, too

WWW.PAOLETTIS.COM

‘Our 31st Year’
526 • 4906

DINNER
&

BAR 
FROM 
5:00 

EVERY 
EVENING

Paoletti

at The Main Street Inn
270 Main Street (828) 526-2590

Open Daily at 11:30a for Lunch & Dinner 

Make Your Thanksgiving 
Reservations Now!

Every 
Wed. and Thursday

FREE SOUP

Celebrating our 21st Season



• Highlands Area Dining •
Highlands Newspaper - Thurs., Oct. 29, 2015 - 828-200-1371 - Page 5

828-526-2338

...on the Verandah 
Restaurant

on Lake Sequoyah
www.ontheverandah.com

Open for 
Dinner nightly 

at 5:30p.
 Also

Sunday Brunch

US 64 west • Highlands

NOW OPEN 
11am - 9pm 

828-526-5000
595 Franklin Road • Highlands, NC 

Courtyard Cafe & Catering

Fun, Casual Fare
Burgers of all kinds • Salads • Wraps

Smoothies • Hot & Cold Soups 
Desserts

Open 6 days a week

828-526-4188 • 470 Oak Street

Wine & Beer

470 Skyline Lodge Road 
828-526-2121

Reservations appreciated but not 
required

Altitudes 
Restaurant

at Skyline Lodge
Fine Dining with a View!

Full Bar, wine & beer

Open for 
Dinner Wed. thru Sat., 

Brunch Sunday and 
Breakfast Sat. & Sun.

Prepared to order by Chef Kirtis

Wednesday & Thursday  
Early Bird Specials 5-7p!

All you can eat  
Soup & Salad • $16.95

Cajun Chicken Pasta • $17.95
Blackened Mountain Trout • 

$18.95
Shrimp Alfredo • $19.95

Pork schnitzel w/hunters mush-
room sauce • $20.95

• 12 oz. Grilled Black Angus  
Ribeye $21.95

Appetizer Specials:
Butternut squash ravioli w/cran-

berry walnut cream • $12 
Firecracker shrimp • $15

Entree Specials:
Linguine w/ clam sauce  • $18

Lamb chops w/wild mushrooms 
& Marsala glaze • $37

  

Call About Our Catering Services!

CREEKSIDE Restaurant and SweeTreats at the
Mountain Brook Center want to thank all our customers for the joy they 

havebrought over the years. It has been a pleasure serving you. 

While this location is closing, the SweeTreats Deli on the corner of Main 
Street and South Fourth remains open serving salads, sandwiches, our sig-
nature soups, seafoodbisque and chicken and wild rice, among others, and 
of course, we will continue to serve the world’s best ice cream and yogurt.

Serving Dinner from 5:30p • Tuesday - Sunday 
531 Smallwood Ave – on Harris Lake

www.lakesiderestaurant.info • 828-526-9419

A unique fine dining experience on Harris 
Lake in Highlands featuring fresh seafood, 
an extensive wine list and excellent service.

November Hours: 
Thurs.-Sat. from 5:30 p.m.
Closed Thanksgiving Day
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• Highlands Area Dining •

Open for 
Breakfast and Lunch EVERYDAY • 9a to 3p

Dinner, Thurs., Fri. & Sat. • 5:30p until
Sunday 9a to 2:30p

(Closed Wednesdays)
Homemade Desserts • Gluten Free Pizza 

& Desserts Available • Catering, Too!

20 Old Mud Creek Rd, Scaly Mtn.

828-526-0803

Open 7 days a week from 11 a.m.
365 Main Street • Highlands • 526-5660

Specialty Sandwiches, Hot Dogs & Salads, 
Domestic & Imported Beers

6”•10”•14”•16”•20”pies

Hand-tossed - thick, thin, pan
Gluten-free & Whole Wheat, too

Sports Page 
Sandwich Shoppe

Monday:Saturday
Breakfast: 7:30:10:30am 

Lunch: Until 2:30pm

Serving Breakfast & Lunch.

Full cooked-to-order breakfast &
Daily Lunch Specials.

314 main Street, Highlands
(828) 526-3555

• See BALLOT page 7

...BALLOT continued from page 1

Coffee • Espresso Drinks
Smoothies • Hot Soup
Paninis • Baked Goods

On Main Street • Highlands
7 days a week • 7a to 6p • 526-0020

of  Highlands. To say the least, I am disappointed that 
Duke is choosing to pursue a remedy which affects their 
customers, based on their poor maintenance, management 
or disaster recovery skills and planning. I would consider 
all options with regards to the electrical utility supply for 
Highlands. 

5. Over the last four years, the Town Board ap-
pears to be more committed to children and families 
than ever before. Do you feel this is important for 
Highlands and if  so why? What steps would you take 
to continue this trend?

At times I think Highlands has lost touch with its resi-
dents, both year-round and seasonal. I think the past few 
years have seen a resurgence of  focus towards the taxpayers 
themselves. This of  course, affects families, children and 
our young adults as they look to the local job market and 
make decisions for their future. 

Eric Pierson
1. Why do you want to run for office again? 
I am running for office again because I care for this 

Town. I have served many years on various town boards be-
cause I truly strive to be a part of  Highlands and do what 
I can to preserve Highlands’ character and help guide the 
town in a positive way.

2. What has happened over the last four years that 
you are proud of; what are you disappointed in.

I am proud that the Town Board, as a whole, has come 
together and taken great strides to focus budgeting taxpayer 
monies toward upgrades to our utilities and properties that 
do nothing but benefit our citizens. I don’t know that I am 
particularly ‘disappointed’ in anything over the last four 
years. In this position, there are always more that you would 
like to do or have done, but there are limitations; only so 
much money, only so many resources to utilize, etc…, but 

you work hard to accomplish what you can that helps or 
accomplishes the most for the whole community.

3. If  elected, what do you hope to accomplish as 
a Town Board Commissioner over the next four years.

If  elected to another term, I hope to continue pro-
gressing forward to maintain, upgrade and improve our in-
frastructure. I will be working to progress the future of  our 
Fire Department to grow and adapt to the ever increasing 
burdens and hardships it is facing. I will be a strong factor 
in pushing the town to do what we can to improve upon 
the placement of  technology throughout the town for the 
betterment of  all who reside in and visit Highlands.

4. Do you have an opinion concerning High-
lands’ relationship with Duke – Highlands’ wholesale 
electricity provider? Would you ever consider chang-
ing anything about the current arrangement?

Sure I have an opinion; it just can’t be printed. This 
is a subject where you would love to do one thing or an-
other, but the truth is, a town (especially one as small in 
size as ours) is extremely hard pressed to do much about 
what Duke is imposing upon us, other than be truthful and 
upfront with our citizens. Our hands are tied, to an ex-
tent, without enormously expensive litigation. Of  course 
I would consider changing our current arrangement if  it 
would benefit our citizens.

5. Over the last four years, the Town Board ap-
pears to be more committed to children and families 
than ever before. Do you feel this is important for 
Highlands and if  so why? What steps would you take 
to continue this trend?

I do think the Town has tried to be more committed 
to our children and families. Definitely this is important, 
because our children are the future of  this town. We, as 
a town, have been graciously given some absolutely ben-
eficial donations over the last couple years from citizens 
in the community that are invaluable to our children and 
the community as a whole. Angela and Art Williams have 
been especially giving with the donation of  the pool, ice 
rink, upgrades to school fields and the park to name a few. 
Without these donations, the Town would be hard pressed 
to come up with taxpayer dollars to fund such endeavors. 
We are fortunate enough to have many residents in town 
that have also contributed to these and other projects. All 
our benefactors are such a huge part of  why Highlands is 
so great. We as a Town Board, are tasked to accept the do-
nations, and bear the responsibility of  upkeep, maintaining 
and expanding them for future generations to enjoy while 
continuing to work with these giving residents to provide 
direction as to the needs of  the town, its residents and, 
especially, our children and continue improving Highlands 
and expounding upon such a unique community.

Brian Stiehler
1. Why do you want to run for office again? 
I am running again because I love Highlands, I love 

the people here and this is my home. I want to be a part of  
it. We have a lot of  tough decisions coming down the road 
and we need level headed, common sense, smart decision 
making commissioners, willing to make good decisions, 
those that are often criticized. I feel I have the experience 
and time needed to continue the role I have been in these 
last 4 years. I’ve enjoyed it and it’s an honor to serve the 
citizens of  Highlands and hope I am able to continue and 
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• See BALLOT page 9

...BALLOT continued from page 6
I ask for your support. 

2. What has happened over the last four years that 
you are proud of; what are you disappointed in.

I am proud of  many things that we did these past 4 
years. First, I am proud of  my service on the Recreation 
committee. From the hiring of  Lester Norris (Director of  
Recreation), to the indoor pool, ball field renovations and 
cooperative effort with the Founders Park Coalition, we did 
a lot of  things that benefit Highlands. We upgraded many 
facilities and implemented several new programs. We con-
tinue to be aggressive and our staff  continues to be cre-
ative with different forms of  programming. Second, four 
years on the Finance Committee allowed me to see another 
perspective of  town governance and I am very proud of  
the job we did making tough decisions at times to create a 
balanced budget. We have an excellent and dynamic staff  
and I feel the board and staff  is a cohesive group with the 
same goals in mind. Mayor Taylor does a great job facilitat-
ing these discussions and asking important questions. It is 
an exciting time in Highlands. On recreation, I am far from 
perfect. I wish I was, but I am not. There are many times I 
look back on decisions and I know I would do things differ-
ent had I thought about it from another perspective. There 
have been decisions that I’ve lost sleep over. It isn’t easy and 
a commissioner can’t simply abstain from voting because 
it is uncomfortable. I take the job very serious and know 
my decisions have the ability to alter lives in multiple ways. 
I remember a zoning issue where we allowed for further 
encroachment; that specifically was difficult. Either way I 
voted, I knew someone would be negatively impacted. The 
free utility issue to several non-profits; what I thought was a 
good idea to support the arts in Highlands, was the wrong 
decision at the time. I still would like to do something and 
hope one day we will be able to do something to support 
those organizations that benefit all of  us. However, the tax-
payer is what is most important. Those types of  decisions 
reinforced what I already knew...that the taxpayer comes 
first. Third, utility increases is another hard decision. I wish 
we could absorb those increases in the town budget more 
than anyone. I am always thinking of  a retired person on a 
fixed income where all of  their costs are rising around them 
and income remains the same. Or, one of  our business 
owners struggling to make ends meet in a seasonal environ-
ment because of  rent that is through the roof. I know those 
electric increases take away money from the bottom line. 

3. If  elected, what do you hope to accomplish as 
a Town Board Commissioner over the next four years.

There are a number of  issues facing Highlands and 
I am up to the challenge and we need people capable of  
making hard, smart decisions. Broadband Internet is criti-
cal for economic development and something I am behind 
100%. We are a tourism-based economy, dependent on our 
merchants. Those folks contribute so much to the town 
and fund a good portion of  the budget through sales tax. 
However, good high-speed options improves the quality of  
life for everyone and benefits small business. Another chal-
lenge is sales tax. As Mayor Taylor is constantly reporting, 
the state of  NC is considering ways to redistribute sales tax. 
This could impact us in a fairly large way, requiring us to 
consider ways to cover the potential budget shortfall. The 
town needs to stay abreast of  what is going on in Raleigh 
and react accordingly. I am afraid this is a sign of  the times. 
Most states are in financial distress and their way of  han-

dling this, is to pass off  those issues to municipal and county 
government. Another big challenge in the next several years 
will be electric rates. Not only are we looking at potential 
increases from the Duke Power Coal Ash spill, but annual 
increases are a given. We bought power for so long for so 
cheap that we not only passed those saving on to our citi-
zens, it was also a major income source for the town that 
allowed us to fund projects. Again, as I said in a previous 
question, every time this comes up, I think about the retired 
citizen on a fixed income, with cost of  living increases all 
around but their income never changes or the small business 
with astronomical rent just trying to survive in a seasonal 
environment. Regardless the issue, I am empathetic of  our 
citizens concerns and will do everything I can to benefit the 
people. In the next four years I want to continue to fight 
for and represent the citizens of  Highlands, continue to 
fund raise for the Scholarship fund, work towards offering 
Broadband access and continue increasing the offering and 
enhancement of  facilities in out recreation department

4. Do you have an opinion concerning Highlands’ 
relationship with Duke – Highlands’ wholesale elec-
tricity provider? Would you ever consider changing 
anything about the current arrangement?

This is a difficult issue with no easy answer. Turning our 
electric system over to Duke, or selling it, isn’t something 
that can be done because quite frankly, Duke Power doesn’t 
want it. Historically, rural communities like Highlands got 
into the power business because private enterprise didn’t find 
it feasible. Basically, if  we wanted power for our residents, we 
had to provide it. Today, our electric crew is comprised of  
employees who are dedicated to the job and put me at ease 
during storms. I know, whenever there is an issue, Yogi and 
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great leagues and teams that play there. The 
weight room in the Civic Center was reno-
vated due to the generosity and hard work 
of  Derek Taylor and a few great Rotarians. 
Families, young people and all citizens for 
that matter, are enjoying the benefits and 
the better quality of  life. Strategic planning 
is such an important part of  what we do 
as a Board, and the needs of  the town are 
endless from infrastructure to recreation to 
public safety. We have many projects that are 
needs and many that are wants. As commis-
sioners, we prioritize those projects and for 
me personally, the needs of  the community 
come first. There are certain things we have 
to do. For example, our superb Town En-
gineer, Lamar Nix, made several water sys-
tem improvements and rebuilt a retaining 
wall on 3rd Street. Water lines that freeze 
due to a shallow depth or a wall leaning be-
cause roots and ground water push on it are 
two good examples of  projects we have to 
do. Road paving and upkeep are projects 
we have to do. Thanks to the generosity of  
residents and businesses, we’ve been able to 
do the recreation projects I discussed above, 
from donations. The Founders Park did a 
phenomenal job raising money for the park 
and the result is beautiful. We are blessed 
to have a perfect venue for performances, 
farmers markets; and all of  that happened 
because a group of  people who love this 
community used their professional talents 
and ability to make it happen. We have prob-
lems that many towns would love to have. 
I think it is great that parking is a contro-
versial topic. Many towns only wish for that 
traffic; some of  which are very close to us. 
In the end, it is government’s job to provide 
services that private enterprise is not willing 
or able to provide. While it is really impor-
tant to support recreation, events and other 
things going on around town, I feel that we 
should not lose sight on what our mission is. 
We will always invest in the Rec Department 
but residents need to understand that is the 
one department that always operates in the 
red, meaning it loses money, as most every 
recreation department does. It is a balanc-
ing act and if  elected for a second term, I 
am committed to finding ways to improve 
our recreation department in a financially 
responsible way. 

crew are there, usually in less than 15 min-
utes. They are that good! Duke Power, on 
the other hand, isn’t as responsive and at 
times may not have a truck within a hun-
dred miles of  here. So me personally, I love 
the customer service I receive as a Town 
of  Highlands Electric Customer. I also like 
that I can talk to a friendly voice at town 
hall rather than a 800 number. As a com-
missioner, I don’t see any changes coming 
to the current situation in regards to who 
we buy from or who maintains the system. 
We explored the possibility of  refurbishing 
the hydro-electric plant but again, high start 
up costs and 10 years time to recoup the ex-
pense makes me question that project. Let’s 
not forget about the host of  other concerns 
that arise with it, not to mention, would it 
generate enough power that we could sell 
credits back to Duke Power and pass that 
on to our customers? We employ an energy 
consultant who I feel does an adequate job 
representing the town. However, I have 
spoken to other Energy Consultants with 
specific ideas the town could employ and 
I think that is something we should listen 
to. As for the Coal Ash clean up, I fully 
support and voted in favor of  the Town’s 
current stance by not signing the confiden-
tiality agreement that would basically agree 
to settling on a figure. Why any town would 
sign such a thing is mind boggling. Let’s let 
that play out in courts and hope it falls in 
our favor.

5. Over the last four years, the Town 
Board appears to be more committed to 
children and families than ever before. 
Do you feel this is important for High-
lands and if  so why? What steps would 
you take to continue this trend?

Yes. As the recreation committee, 
Commissioner Patterson and I have fo-
cused on this for the past 4 years. We’ve 
done good things and we have more ideas 
that I hope come to fruition in the future, 
but it takes time given the Recreation De-
partment isn’t an income producer. An in-
door pool has created a new dynamic for 
town residents thanks to the generosity of  
Mr. and Mrs. Williams and Old Edwards 
Inn. In addition to the pool, our gymna-
sium and ball field were recently updated 
and rebuilt to meet the needs of  the many 

Early One-Stop Voting is in progress at the Highlands Civic 
Center at 600 N 4th Street through Saturday, Oct. 31.

You can vote Monday – Friday 9 a.m. until  
4 p.m. and Saturday 9 a.m. until 1 p.m.

On Election Day, Tuesday, Nov. 3, the polls at the Civic 
Center open at 6:30 a.m. and close at 7:30 p.m.
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• See ANIMAL page 14

World Tour Menues Weekly
Dog Friendly Sundeck

Open 7 days a week for Dinner
Lunch Served Weekends 11a to 4p

Over the last year, dozens of  resi-
dents have come before the Macon County 
Board of  Commissioners with complaints 
regarding either dangerous animals or di-
rect complaints about the county’s animal 
control department. 

From not having phone calls returned 
to lengthy periods of  time between action 
involving dangerous dogs, residents have 
expressed a wide array of  concerns to 
commissioners. Those concerns may have 
found a solution as of  November 1, as Ma-
con County Animal Control will be trans-
ferred to the control of  the county health 
department. 

Pending approval from Highlands 
commissioners, as well as Franklin alder-
men, the county’s animal control depart-
ment will soon be under the control of  Dr. 
Jimmy Villiard a licensed veterinarian and 
public health employee. 

Macon County Commissioners unani-
mously voted to approved the move last 
Tuesday during the October board meeting. 
County Manager Derek Roland expressed 
benefits of  the change to the board. 

“In my opinion, the current structure 
which houses animal control directly under 
the county manager’s office creates an extra 
step in communication between the animal 

County Health Dept. to take over 
Macon County Animal Control

control department and public health,” 
said Roland. “To give an example, when 
I receive an animal control related com-
plaint from a citizen, approximately 95% 
of  the time I am working with the health 
department to get this complaint resolved. 
As aforementioned, it is the health direc-
tor who must make determination on bite 
reports, rabies, and vicious animals. Thus, 
when a complaint related to any of  these 
issues is received by me, I cannot be a 
problem solver, only a coordinator mak-
ing sure animal control and public health 
are communicating. This extra layer in my 
opinion, results in a degradation of  both 
efficiency and effectiveness.” 

Only three counties out of  82 in the 
state have animal control under the county 
manager’s office; 64% of  counties utilize 
their health department or sheriff ’s de-
partments to manage animal control, ac-
cording to a North Carolina Association 
of  County Commission study completed 
in 2009. 

Roland said that by having the health 
department manage animal control, no ad-
ditional funding will be needed and the ex-
isting animal control staff  will be utilized 
with a reclassification of  duties. 

Move expected to streamline operations
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...LETTERS continued from page 3

COREY JAMES GALLERY
Objects d’art and 

Estate Consignments
Open Everyday!

On the  
corner of  

3rd & 
Spring 

(828)
526-4818526-5999

Corner of Foreman Road & Hwy 64 east
Mon-Sat 10a to 5:30p

Carrying a wide variety of natural  
products for your Mind, Body & Home.

Organic Fresh Juices & Smoothies  
and Salads To Go!

“The issue is not one with a simple 
solution and involves areas of state right-
of -way, private property and town owned 
property. The Town of Highlands is in 
the process of addressing Knotweed and 
other species in a number of areas where 
they are known to be growing. With the 
help of a licensed North Carolina pesticide 
applicator, we have treated several areas and 
will continue in the spring when growth 
resumes. We look forward to helping the 
coalition in the responsible treatment and 
eradication of nonnative invasive plants. 
Education is a key component and we 
need to be sure those selling such plants are 
aware of the potential to alter the natural 
environment we all appreciate and love in 
Highlands. It is critical the buyers of such 

plants as Oriental Bittersweet understand 
the consequences of their choice of décor. 
With no noxious weed laws in place, it is 
possible to purchase many of these plants 
and decorations made of their seeds and 
twigs form local merchants.” Commissioner 
Stiehler emphasizes that this is a statement 
of what has been done and his personal 
opinion about what needs to be done.

The Coalition hopes that we can enlist 
everyone in this effort to save our beautiful 
mountain landscape for our pleasure, the 
health of native plants and animals, and for 
future generations.

Barbara Landwehr
Coalition to Fight Nonnative 

Invasive Plants

...MAYOR continued from page 2
to say we once were the advance guard, 
but we aren’t card carrying members of  
this new group. Nevertheless, as the great 
poet laureate of  the sixties, Bob Dylan 
once sang, “the times they are a changing.” 
While it is hard to predict the future, deci-
sions made now can strategically position 
Highlands to embrace, rather than react 
to future circumstances bearing huge eco-
nomic and lifestyle changes.

Stay tuned. Or rather, stay connected.
One important note: A few years ago 

the Macon County Board of  Elections 
made the investment to have early voting 

in the Highlands Precinct. It costs money 
to operate an early voting site. For the up-
coming municipal election on Tuesday, No-
vember 3, folks can vote early today and on 
Friday from 9 to 4 at the Highlands Recre-
ation Center. Saturday voting is from 9 to 
1. I join Debbie George, Director of  the 
Macon County Board of  Elections, in urg-
ing folks to come out and take advantage of  
this opportunity to vote early. If  voting ear-
ly is not possible, please vote on Tuesday, 
Election Day. The more we vote here on 
the plateau, the more our voices are heard 
throughout the county.
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•HigHLanDs area events •:
NOTICE
Beginning Mon., Nov. 2
• The Crisis Intervention Program 

known as CIP will be administered by Ma-
con County DSS. Applications will begin on 
Monday, November 2nd beginning at 8 am. 
You must be in a LIFE THREATENING EMER-
GENCY/CRISIS. Applications will be taken for 
households needing assistance for their im-
mediate heating needs and to alleviate their 
heating crisis. Eligible households must meet 
all criteria for heating assistance which in-
cludes; income limits which is less than 150% 
of the federal poverty levels. The target popu-
lation is at least someone in the household 
is 60 or older, or be approved disabled, or 
have a household with a child five (5) years 
of age or under AND be in a life threatening 
emergency. Also there must be one US Citi-
zen in the household and a resident of Ma-
con County. The Crisis Intervention Program 
(CIP) will provide payment to the vendors 
for eligible households. Also, required to be 
eligible, you must have 10% or less LP gas, 15 
inches or less of Fuel Oil/Kerosene or a Dis-
connect Notice from Duke or Haywood Elec-
tric Company or natural gas provider. If you 
have a disconnect notice you must bring the 
notice with you at time of application. Those 
that use wood as a heat source must have less 
than 1 cord of wood. The Crisis Intervention 
Program (CIP) is to resolve the immediate life 
threatening crisis. Only minimum deliveries of 

100 lbs. of propane, 100 gallons of fuel oil/kero-
sene, or 1 cord of wood or a disconnect notice 
with the minimum amount to resolve the crisis 
will be approved. For more information, please 
contact Macon County DSS at 828-349-2124. 
Application will be taken Monday – Friday from 
8am – 4 pm as long as funds are available at 
Macon County DSS located at 1832 Lakeside 
Drive, Franklin NC. For all other households 
the CIP program opens up December 1st and 
must meet the stated guidelines.

Ongoing
• Highlands Hurricanes Swim Team is 

open to all levels of swimmers ages 6-18. To 
sign up contact Coach Steve Hott at 828-421-
2121.

• Anyone interested in taking Adult, Child 
and Infant First Aid/CPR/AED certification class 
needs to contact the Highlands Recreation De-
partment and get on the list for the class. You 
will learn how to respond to first aid, cardiac 
and breathing emergencies. Upon completion 
attendees receive certification from the Amer-
ican Red Cross. Please pre register we need 
a minimum of 6 for the class and a maximum 
class size of 16. Once we have enough signed 
up for a class we will schedule the class.

Mon.-Sat.
• Nantahala Tennis Club meets at 9a.m to 

noon each day. All visitors welcome.
Mon. Thurs.,Fri., Sat., Sun.
• Movies at the Playhouse: 2, 5 & 8 p.m. 

Call 526-2685 for weekly movie. 

Mondays
• Shortoff Baptist Church hosts a non-de-

nominational Men’s Meeting the first Monday 
night of each month at 7 pm and all men are 
invited to attend. 

• The Humanist Discussion Group meets 
every Monday morning from 9:30 to 10:30 in 
the Meeting Room in the back of Hudson Li-
brary,  All are welcomed

Mon. & Wed.
• Zumba with Mary K. Barbour at the Rec 

Park from noon to 1p. For more information, 
call 828.342.2498. 

Mon., Wed., Fri.
• Heart Healthy Exercise Class 8:30am-

9:30am at the Rec Park.
• Aerobics with Tina Rogers 8-9a.\
First Tuesdays
• The monthly family support group for 

those with family members, friends,or loved 
ones living with the challenge of mental illness 
meets the first Tuesday of each month, 7p.m. at 
Memorial United Methodist Church, 4668 Old 
Murphy Road, Franklin. This group is sponsored 
by the local affiliate of NAMI (National Alliance 
on Mental Illness).For info call 828 369-7385. 

Tuesdays
• FREE Community Table Dinner at the 

Community Bldg. at 6p. 
• The Beyond the Walls Book discussion 

group meets every Tuesday at 4 PM at The Ugly 
Dog Public House. Each week we read a short 
story and then discuss its insights for our lives 
and spiritual wisdom. 

2nd and 4th Tuesdays
• OccupyWNC meets at the Jackson 

County Justice Center. For more information, 
visit www.occupywnc.org or call 828.331.1524 

Tuesday and Thursdays
• Zumba with Connie at the Rec Park 8a. 

$5.
• Pickle ball is played from 9:30-11a in the 

gym at the Rec Park.
Wednesdays
• Donation Based Meditation Wednesday 

nights w Christopher Baxter at 6:30. Getting 
a little chilly for outside classes :) held at The 
Wellness Place. 468 Dillard Road Highlands 
8285269698

1st Wednesdays
• Family Movies at the Hudson Library at 

3:15pm. Call 828-526-3031 for titles.
2nd Wednesdays
• General Audience Movies at Hudson Li-

brary at 2pm. Call 828-526-3031 for titles.
Thursdays
• Storytimes with Miss Deanna at Hudson 

Library 10:40 am. Open to the public. 
• Weight Watchers support group meets 

every Thursday at 6pm at the Cashiers Com-
munity Center. Questions? Call Lisa 828-506-
3555.

• NAMI Support Group for individuals 
dealing with mental illness: depression, bipolar, 
schizophrenia, etc. and the family members of 
individuals dealing with these challenges from 

7 – 8:15 pm. Call Donita for more info (828) 
526-9510.

2nd Thursdays
• Sapphire Valley Needlepoint Guild 

meets at the Highlands Rec Park at 10 a.m. 
3rd Thursdays
• Kidney Smart Classes in Franklin: Every 

3rd Thursday of month, 4:30pm-6pm, Angel 
Medical Center, Video Conference Room, 3rd 
Floor, 120 Riverview Street, Contact Majestic 
828-369-9474

• Kidney Smart Classes in Sylva: Every 
3rd Thursday of month, 7:30am-9am, DaVita 
Sylva Dialysis Center, 655 Asheville Highway, 
Contact Sue 828-631-0430

Fridays
• 99ers Bridge at the Rec Park 9a to 

noon.
Last Fri. of each month
• Community Coffee with Mayor Pat 

Taylor from 11a to noon at The Hudson Li-
brary.

Fridays and Saturdays: 
• The Highlands Historical Museum is 

open every Friday and Saturday from 9 a.m. 
– 4 p.m.. On display is a Botanical History of 
the Highlands Plateau, a gallery of local photo-
graphs by George Masa, and presentations of 
Mary Lapham’s TB Sanatorium, the Moccasin 
War of 1885, Abraham Lincoln’s alleged ori-
gins, Joe Webb’s tools, and books and DVDs 
about Highlands history. For more informa-
tion, email highlandshistory@nctv.com. 

Saturdays
• Highlands Marketplace in K-H Found-

ers Park on Pine Street from 9a to 2p.
• At the Rec Park, MMA Fitness Class is 

being offered Saturdays at 1:30pm with Moses 
Machida. NHB Pankration, Muay Thai, Boxing 
and BJJ combined into an hour long fast paced 
interactive class. The class combines plyomet-
ric, strength training, MMA techniques, explo-
sive cardio and self-defense into one class.• At 
MountainTop Wine Shoppe on Main Street, 
free wine tasting from 1-3 p.m.

Thurs., Oct 29
• Highlands-Cashiers Hospital will be 

sponsoring a community health screening 
for the residents of the Cashiers, Glenville, 
and Sapphire communities on Thursday at 
the Albert Carlton-Cashiers Community Li-
brary located at 249 Frank Allen Road. Men 
requesting a PSA check will need to bring 
a physician’s order for this screening. Com-
plimentary flu shots will be available at the 
screening. Appointments are limited so please 
call Sheraldean Norris at (828) 526-1498 for 
your appointment.

• Highlands Parks and Recreation will 
have a Halloween Spooktacular Event on 
Thursday night from 6-8pm. The event will 
include pumpkin decorating, apple bobbing 
and other games geared to ages 5-12, but 
everyone is welcome. Wear your spookiest 
costume or come as you are. 

Fri., Oct. 30
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•HigHLanDs area events •

OCTOBER
 SALE

All 
Wood Furniture 

25%OFF
At the Store on Main St. and  

at the Warehouse 
( Above Brick Oven Pizza )

• The Performing Arts Center’s Live 
in HD Series presents the MET Opera: 
Tannhauser by Wagner on Saturday at noon. 
The pre-opera discussion lead by Beverly 
Wickman will begin at 11:30am. For Tickets or 
more information go to: highlandspac.org or 
call: 828.526.9047 Highlands Performing Arts 
Center 507 Chestnut Street, Highlands

• The High Mountain Squares will host its 
annual “Halloween Dance” bring your funniest 
face, Friday night to the Macon County Com-
munity Building, Early rounds at 6:30, square 
dancing 7-9 PM. The Ace McGee from Ander-
son, SC will be the caller with Mike McDonald 
and Debbie McClain doing rounds and lines. 
All styles.

Sat., Oct. 31
• Highlands annual trick-or treating cel-

ebration downtown from 6-8 p.m. Main Street 
will be closed to traffic at 5:30p. Hot dog and 
hamburgers grilled in front of the Presbyte-
rian Church and Music in the street in front 
of Town Square.

Fri., Oct 30
• At the Highlands Playhouse, The Rocky 

Horror Picture Show. at 10:30p. $10.
Nov. 1-21
• Macon County Youth Boys basketball 

All in stock upholstery is 10% off 

registration at the Highlands Recreation Park, 
Macon County Community Building or on-line 
at maconcountyboysbasketball.com. 

Tues. & Wed., Nov. 3-4
• The Highlands Emergency Council will 

be accepting applications for fuel assistance on 
Tuesday and Wednesday from 10am to 2pm 
at the office on Poplar Street (next to Wilson 
Gas). Proof of income is required. No applica-
tions will be accepted after theses dates. Appli-
cations must be filled out in person, no applica-
tions will be taken over the phone. 

Tues., Nov. 3
• Polls open at the Highlands Civic Center 

at 6:30 a.m., and close at 7 p.m.
• At the Bistro on Main, Prime - Not Your 

Mother’s Health Talk, 5:30-7p. Free fun evening 
for women that includes health information, 
dinner and more! To register visit mission-
health.org/HCHprime. Register as if you are 
purchasing something from the “store” option.

• At The Highlands Playhouse, the movie 
“Oklahoma” at 7 p.m. $10 for adults and chil-
dren are free. For tickets call 828-526-2695.

Nov. 4
• Kayak Roll Clinic will be held Wednesday, 

November 4th from 6:00-8:00 at the Highlands 
Pool Complex. Bring a friend and kayak if you 
have one and enjoy the clinic. Some boats will 

be available. 
Thurs., Nov. 5
• Rotary Bingo at the Community Build-

ing next to the ballfield. Proceeds will go to the 
Bolivia Mission. 

Thurs. - Sun., Nov. 5-8
• Highlands 9th Annual Culinary Weekend 

at local restaurants, shops and inns.
Sat., Nov. 7
• The Christmas Tree – Highlands Original 

Christmas Shop, 357 Main Street, hosts a book 
signing about wine with “Saucy Sister” Beverly 
Wichman beginning 11AM. Free Champagne. 
(828) 526-3687.
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...ANIMAL continued from page 10

“The Coolest Golf Course in Georgia”

• High Elevations with Cool Summer Temperatures and Incredible Views
• Par 72 Championship Course stretching 6,900 yards of Peaks and Valleys

• Open Daily, Year-Round with Attractive Golf Rates.
• Golf Club Rentals Available. 

• 20 Minutes from Highlands, NC

For Tee Times call 706-746-5302 
Or Book Online at 

www.skyvalleycountryclub.com

John Hook, who has served as animal 
control’s director will be shifted to lead 
animal control officer for the department. 

Board of  Health Director Jim Bruck-
ner noted that Villiard will begin to work 
full-time at the county’s current animal 

shelter and will assume director duties in 
addition to his already assigned tasks with-
in the health department. After the tran-
sition is complete, Villiard will be at the 
animal shelter office part-time. 

...HUMC continued from page 1

• See HUMC page 21

include an addition to the existing sanctu-
ary and the new Fellowship Hall/Education 
wing.

According to Reynolds the expansion 
will do very little damage to the natural ele-
ments on the site and it will stay very green. 
“We are only touching what has already been 
developed in some fashion in the past,” he 
said.

With their Appearance Commission 
hats on (the Planning Board is also the Ap-
pearance Commission) members were asked 
to look at the aesthetics of  the addition to 
see if  it blended with the immediate commu-
nity and the church itself. 

Reynolds said the site is challenging due 
to its topography and the change in grade 
from Main Street to Spring Street, water fea-
tures and environmentally sensitive elements.

“We tried to make the additions com-
patible with the existing building while opti-
mizing use of  the land,” said Reynolds. “We 

are using materials to match the existing 
building materials while trying to still make 
it look like a church.”

Given the drastic change in elevation, 
members of  the board praised the job done 
to create the space needed for the various 
activities within the church, but they felt the 
exterior façade, particularly from the Spring 
Street side was lacking.

“You have done a great job creating 
the functional space but it needs some fa-
cial changes,” said Dennis DeWolf. “I un-
derstand you had a great amount of  space 
to cover.”

Chairman Thomas Craig said the 
Spring Street façade is an important part 
of  the addition, particularly since there will 
be nothing to block its view from Spring 
Street.

“This will be the third large addition to 
a historic church in Highlands. The others 

The Spring Street side of the addition.
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Nancy’s
for Men

 The Exchange
Fancys 

&
322 Main Street & Oak Street
828-526-5029 or 828-526-1029

Shop Highlands!

20% off 

All in-stock 

Allen-Edmonds 

shoes

It’s hard to believe that 
Oklahoma is 60 years old and that 
the legendary Fantasia is 75 years 
old. Believe it or not, it’s true. 

Have you ever seen these 
movies on the big screen? Most 
likely not, but your chance to view 
these iconic films the way they 
were meant to be seen “on the big 
screen” is coming to Highlands.

The Highlands Playhouse is 
making this opportunity become 
a reality. 

The Highlands Performing 
Arts Center has the connection and 
the contract with By-Experience to 
present these films. And since The 
Highlands Playhouse is known for 
its first-run movies they have the 
equipment to screen them. 

Two films will be presented at 
the Highlands Playhouse utilizing 
their equipment – Oklahoma and 

The Highlands Performing Arts Center and the 
Highlands Playhouse to present Anniversary Movies

Fantasia. 
Come view these films the way 

they were meant to be seen....On 
the BIG SCREEN.

Oklahoma will be screened 
on Tuesday, November 3rd at 
7pm. Fantasia will be screened on 
Tuesday, November 10th at 7pm. 

Tickets may be purchased for 
Oklahoma and Fantasia by calling 

828.526.2695 or by going to the 
Highlands Playhouse box office. 
Tickets are $10 for adults and 
children are free with an adult. 

On Fri. & Sat., Nov. 13-14, Women of  Faith: Loved, the Farewell Tour, at the Community Bible 
Church. A joy filled worship event for Women 18 years or older. Fri., 7-10 p.m., Sat., 9a to 4:30 
p.m. Doors open one hour prior to the first session each day. To register, go to cbchighlands.com/
women-of-faith.html

Women of Faith presentation at CBC is Nov. 13-14
Register now



Shop & Leaf Look through Highlands

At
Carolina Way

Lighting
Lamp Shades

• Pottery
• Rugs

• Pillows
&

Meridith’s Custom
Painting

828-526-2665
442 Carolina Way
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New Fall Arrivals 
in Highlands & Cashiers!

In Highlands: On Main St. in Town Square behind Kilwins
In Cashiers: #545 107 south

828-526-9122 • www.corrico.com

Beautiful 
FALL
Shoes 
and 

Boots

355 Main Street  
(in The Galax Theatre)

526-4660

• Free People  
• BB Dakota

• Michael Stars 
Tees  

• CP Shades• 
THML

Jeans by:
• Joes

• 7 for All Man-
kind

• Citizens• AG  
• Hudson
• Mother

Shoes & Sales Room Upstairs:
• Bedstu • Free People & More!

Flirting with 
FALL!

1152 n. 4th street, highlands

828.526.0101

... a gathering  
of unconventional objects

Energetic & Helpful Employees + 
Wall-to-Wall Toys + 

Complimentary Gift Wrapping = 
A HEAD START ON YOUR 

HOLIDAY SHOPPING!
Enjoy family more and stress less!

All at The Toy Store on 
Main Street!

365 Main Street • 828-526-9415

Now carrying jewelry lines
Made in the USA

Jolie’s
Highlands  

Fun Place to Shop!
446 Main Street

828-526-3963
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338 Main St.
526-4777

Shop & Leaf Look through Highlands

Made in the USA

326 Main St.
828-482-4375

Order online at www.
facebook.com/LuluBleuNC

Cozy 
Cords 

Made in the USA

All the comfortable stylish brands you love!
the boutique

A Highlands tradition since 1940
Our 75th season on Main Street

Monday-Saturday • 10-5
828-526-3160

20% Off 
Most  Fall

Collections!

Open Daily
10a to 5p

526-3909

Come see 
our 

new arrivals 
in

home decor, 
jewelry, gifts 

and art 

468 Carolina Way
(Between N. 4th & N. 5th St.)

25% 
Off

Coats!

SALE

233 North 4th Street
Highlands, NC 28741

828.526.2083
ckswan.com
Just down from

Old Edwards Inn & Spa

ANT IQUES and FURNITURE

BOOKS   ART   JEWELRY
GARDEN    G IFTS    K IDS

SWAN
K
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• reaL estate snapsHots •

Tucker & Jeannie Chambers
Chambers Realty & Vacation Rentals

828-526-3717
www.chambersagency.net

$499,000 • MLS #79371 
4BR/2.5 baths 

Partially Fenced Yard, Work Shop 
Beautiful Wood Finishes throughout 

HUGE REDUCTION!
$249,000 • MLS #78074

3BR/2 bath, Elevation over 4000’
Garage, Nice Yard, Mtn Ridge View

$535,000  • MLS #79672
3BR/3 bath, Cold Springs Saddle & Tennis 
Club. Garage, 10’ ceilings, screened porch

$395,000 
MLS #77394
4BR/3 bath, Close 

to town, great 
garden space, small 

stream, multiple 
decks 

$1,499,000 • MLS #82660 
6BR/2 Baths. Outstanding Mountain 

Views. Over 6.5 acres and walk to town!

Soon the last of  the color-
ful leaves will turn brown 
and drop to the ground, 

the temperatures will fall below 

freezing, and the final wave of  sea-
sonal residents will flee to warmer 
climes. Some stores and restau-
rants will shorten their working 

hours and days as the amount of  
daylight decreases, and Highlands 
will gear down for what we call the 
“off  season.” So, why would any-

one want to come 
here and look at real 
estate now?

If  you’ve 
never experienced 
it, the winter has 
its own special 
charm. Gone are 
the crowds and ac-
tivity of  summer, 
replaced by peace-
ful winter quiet and 
a slower lifestyle. 
Many of  us look 
forward to this time 
with a sigh of  re-
lief  after the frantic 
pace of  the season. 
We have time to take care of  ne-
glected chores and to visit with our 
friends and neighbors….and we 
have more quality time for Buyers 
and Sellers.

Having grown up here, I re-
member when “the season” was 
basically from Memorial Day to 
Labor Day. Through the years it 
has expanded to include all ex-
cept the coldest winter months. 
Highlands doesn’t “close down” 
like it used to. If  you drive down 
Main Street during Thanksgiving 
week, you could easily be fooled 
into thinking it was the 4th of  July 
from all the cars. The winter holi-
days have become popular times 
for nearby city dwellers to come 
to the mountains to experience an 
authentic storybook setting—to 
walk through deep pine woods, 
breathe crisp, clean air, cuddle up 
to cozy fires, and maybe watch the 
magic of  snowflakes blanketing 
the landscape. It just feels more 
like the holidays here.

But back to why someone 
might want to seriously consider 
purchasing real estate here in the 
off-season. Usually prices are at 
their lowest of  the year, so they 
could be in store for a great buy. 
That same property might have 
a higher price tag in the Spring. 
There’s not as much competi-
tion for sought-after properties, 
so there’s more time to make a 
decision without feeling rushed. 
Realtors aren’t juggling as many 
people, so they have ample time 
to concentrate on the needs of  
their prospects. It’s much easier to 

see view potential 
from properties 
with the leaves off  
the trees. Winter 
is the best time to 
show land. And 
the old saying of, 
“If  you like it in 
the winter, you’ll 
adore it in the 
summer” holds 
true. Even though 
there are not as 
many people who 
make it up here 
in the winter, the 
ones who do are 
generally serious 
Buyers.

While you’re not looking at 
real estate, you can enjoy some 
of  the other great features of  
Highlands in the winter. You 
could take a class at The Bascom, 
which is open year-round, or eat 
a gourmet meal or a reasonably 
priced lunch at one of  several res-
taurants that are open. You could 
stay at one of  our fine hotels 
at bargain off-season rates and 
shop for end-of-the-season sales 
in one of  our lovely shops. If  the 
weather cooperates, you could 
toboggan down the run at Scaly 
of  go zipping ‘round the moun-
tains at Highlands Canopy Tours. 
Soon you’ll be able to ice skate 
at the new rink going up at Pine 
Street Park. You can even enjoy a 
swim at the Rec Park’s new cov-
ered pool or reserve it for your 
own pool party. The gnats and 
yellow jackets are all sleeping so 
you can hike to your heart’s con-
tent on our many forested trails. 
Or you might just want to hang 
out at Buck’s Coffee Shop, curl 
up with a cup of  hot cocoa and 
your favorite book and breathe in 
the peace.

• Betty Holt is a Highlands na-
tive with over 30 years’ experience in 
this market. She loves to help people 
find their dream home in these moun-
tains and works diligently to that end. 
She can be reached at Berkshire Hath-
away Home Services Meadows Moun-
tain Realty, 2334 Cashiers Road, 
Highlands, N.C. 828-526-4101 and 
Betty@MeadowsMtnRealty.com. 

Real Estate in the ‘off season’

Betty Holt
Berkshire Hathaway 

Home Services Meadows 
Mountain Realty 
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“Invest in Highlands, NC Real Estate ... and Invest in Your Life.”TM 

(828) 526-8118 • 125 South 4th Street

WhiteOakRG.com

Affordable, Move-in Ready Home

This 3BR/2BA home sits on 1.16 +/- acres and is ready 
for you to move in. Hardwood floors, slate flooring in 
the kitchen with tile in the bathrooms. Includes a hot 
tub on the back deck. A full basement features wash-
er & dryer, bathroom, and an ability to finish and an  
shed/workshop sits on the property. Seller is the orig-
inal owner and home has been lovingly maintained. 
This home has wonderful upgrade potential! 

Offered at $190,000. MLS #80121.
 Contact Susie deVille at (828) 371-2079.

The Kitchen CarryAway & Catering, a well estab-
lished enterprise with tremendous good will, is a 
turn-key business opportunity for the savvy entre-
preneur. All recipes, recipe books, equipment, cus-
tomer database, catering/event historical data, and 4 
weeks of training included! Visit TheKitchenofHigh-
lands.com.

Offered at $150,000.  MLS #82438.
Contact Susie deVille (828) 371-2079.

Steps from The Bascom

An easy walk to Highlands’ Main Street from this 
neat-as-a-pin, 5BR/3.5BA quality home. 2 separate liv-
ing systems give you options galore (rent both, rent 
one & enjoy one, or enjoy both)! Gorgeous kitchen 
w/breakfast bar on main level & a second complete 
kitchen on the lower level. Enjoy the sound of Mill 
Creek from the decks or screened porch. Natural 
yard w/native plants & shrubs. 

 Offered at $599,000. MLS #80815. 
 Contact Susie deVille at (828) 371-2079.

Views, Views, ViewsWell Established Enterprise

• reaL estate snapsHots •

Amazing view lot at a great price! In the Heather-
stone Tops Subdivision at 3,800 feet, this partially-
cleared lot offers spectacular, long range mountain 
views. paved access, community water, and well main-
tained roads and signage throughout the subdivision. 
Septic system is already installed and the building site 
lays well. easy driveway site from the subdivision road.

Offered at $169,000.  MLS #72791.
Contact Susie deVille (828) 371-2079.

Susie deVille 
Broker-in-Charge

(828) 371-2079

Sheryl Wilson, Broker 
Pat Allen Realty Group 

828-337-0706

Picturesque Setting at  
Highlands Falls

This home overlooks the golf course 
and a private, lake with waterfall 

feature. Spacious, double decks, too.  
Offered for $645,000 • MLS # 81886 

Highlands Mountain Retreat 

This home is nestled in the rhodo-
dendrons and mountain laurels with a 
spring fed stream, yet within minutes 

to downtown Highlands. 
Reduced to $499,000  

MLS # 82469

Barbara Landwehr and Mercedes Heller of the Laurel Garden 
Club’s Land Stewards and Ran Shaffner receive two Paul Green 
Multimedia Awards at the North Carolina Society of Historians 
Award Banquet in Mooresville, N.C.

• biz/org news •

The North Carolina Society of  Historians held its 74TH Annual 
Awards Banquet October 17 in Mooresville, N.C., at the Hilton 
Garden Inn. Awards were presented in several categories relating to 
local, regional or statewide historical people, events, or places. 

The Society honored representatives from Highlands with two 
Paul Green Multimedia Awards. It cited a DVD, written by Ran 
Shaffner in collaboration with the Land Stewards of  the Highlands 
Plateau and produced by Time Capsule Video, entitled “A Botanical 
History of  the Highlands Plateau.” 

The judges praised “the spectacular pictures of  the flora gracing 
the Highlands Plateau” and “vintage photographs of  important people 
connected with the recording of  the flora as well as its protection.” 
They also commended the “many dedicated people currently making 
an effort to educate the public and raise awareness about how 
important protecting the land is to Highlands.” 

The video is a seven-minute summary of  the botanical history of  
the environment surrounding Highlands from its creation 300 million 
years ago until the present, including the work of  the land stewards 
to protect and preserve native plants and discourage invasive species. 
The DVD was generated to accompany an exhibit that is now on 
display at the Highlands Historical Society.

A second Multimedia Award was presented to the Laurel 
Garden Club of  Highlands, N.C., for the accompanying pamphlet: “A 
Botanical History of  the Highlands Plateau: In the Footsteps of  the 
Ancients.” The collective comments of  the judges commended the 
pamphlet for presenting “a wealth of  history regarding the Highlands 
Plateau, how the Cherokees viewed the world, the early settlers of  
the area, what threats to the environment have taken place over the 
years, the Botanical Garden that was created in 1962, and the Land 
Stewards, which is the Conservation Arm of  the Laurel Garden Club.” 
The goal of  the pamphlet, as the judges conceived it, was “education 
and preservation so that future generations could enjoy the rare, rich 
beauty that is the Highlands Plateau.” 

The North Carolina Society of  Historians was established 
in December 1941 for the purpose of  collecting, preserving, and 
perpetuating North Carolina’s rich history and recognizing those 
persons who fulfill the society’s objectives. Information about the 
Society can be found at www.ncsocietyofhistorians.org

Locals awarded by  
NC Society of Historians
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•HigHLanDs scHooL FaLL sports 2015 •
Middle School Volleyball
Kedra McCall, Marilyn Valerio, Mor-
gan Olvera, Savannah Shaheen, Tessa 
Wisniewski, Brooklyn Houston, Car-
men Gomez, Hadley Templeton, Joana 
Jimenez Reyes. Managers: Ava Schmitt 
and Reese Schmitt. Coaches Angela 
Sanchez and Jaime Dooley.

Middle School Soccer
Ethan Tate, Skylar Hames, Olivia Lewis, 
Ryan Talbert, Gracie Forrester, Taj Ro-
man, Sayla Roman, Jaden Hames, Dillon 
Schmitt, Jonathan Miller, Pablo Jimenez, 
Chela Green, William Creswell, Garri-
son Chalker, Sean Fitzpatrick, and Man-
agers, Liam Hames and Maddie Coen. 
Coach Selwyn Chalker

Macon County High Schools did 
exceptionally well last school year com-
pared to the state average. Macon County 
Schools Superintendent Dr. Chris Baldwin 
informed members of  the board of  edu-
cation Monday night that Atkinson sent 
letters of  recognition to both Nantahala 
and Highlands High Schools for achieving 
a graduation rate of  100 percent; Franklin 
High School, graduated 96.2 percent of  
students. 

“You have done an outstanding job 
of  collaboration with students, parents, 
and other members of  the community 
to make sure nearly every student in your 
school earns a high school diploma and is 
prepared for the future,” Atkinson wrote 
in letters to each school principal. 

This is a first for Highlands School.
“We are proud of  the fact that 100% 

of  our Seniors met the state requirements 
for graduation,” said Principal Brian Jet-
ter. “It is a testament to the seniors’ hard 
work, and our teachers’ ability to motivate 
our seniors to work hard.”

Based on numbers collected on the 
federal level, about 8 in 10 public high 
school students in the country are gradu-
ating with a diploma. Beginning with the 
class of  2011, federal regulations required 
each state to calculate graduation rates us-
ing a method known as the Adjusted Co-
hort Graduation Rate (ACGR).

For the class of  2013, the national 
graduation reach 81 percent, with racial-
ly and ethnically disadvantaged student 
groups remaining substantially lower. 
Looking at the class of  2013, the most 
updated graduation rates available from 
the United States Department of  Educa-
tion, North Carolina remains in the top 
in terms of  graduating students with 83 
percent, which is even higher than the na-
tional average. 

Preliminary data released this week 
by the U.S. Department of  Education 
shows that states continue to increase 
high school graduation rates and narrow 
the gap for traditionally underserved stu-
dents, including low-income students, mi-
nority students, students with disabilities 
and English learners.

North Carolina’s graduation rate sits 
higher than the Southeastern states such 
as Georgia, Florida, Alabama, Mississippi, 
and South Carolina. 

Tennessee, Virginia and Kentucky 
all rank within three points higher than 

...GRADUATION  
continued from page 1

• See GRADUATION page 21
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•HigHLanDs scHooL FaLL sports 2015 •

2015 Lady Highlander Varsity Volleyball
Whitney Billingsley, Courtney Henry, McKayla Hensley, Erica Barnes, Megan Vin-
son, Madison Dalton, Madison Lloyd and Tiffany Preda. Analyse Crook,Trinity 
Dendy, Alley Preda, Brooke Rehmeier and Alexsis Healey are JV but also play Var-
sity.

2015 Lady Highlander JV Volleyball
Analyse Crook, Trinity Dendy, Kim Feria, Bri Jenkins, Alley Preda, Brooke Rehm-
eier, Taylor Welch, Tristan Castro, Alexsis Healey, Hannah Holt, Katy Munoz, Katie 
McCall and Abby Olvera.

High School 
Girls Golf

Amber Reese, Alexa 
Reese and Coach 

Barbara Reese.

North Carolina’s rate. The District of  Co-
lumbia (62%), Oregon (69%), and New 
Mexico (70%) have the lowest rates in the 
country. 

The U.S. Department of  Education’s 
report is an important first look at pre-
liminary graduation rates reported by states 
for the 2013-‘14 school year. The National 
Center for Education Statistics is expected 
to release final graduation rate data – in-
cluding the nation’s newest graduation 
rate – in coming months. The nation has 
posted record graduation rates for the last 
two years, with the highest rate ever of  81 
percent announced in March and improve-
ment across all student subgroups.

As North Carolina is experiencing 
the highest gradation rate since the figure 

...GRADUATION continued from page 20
has been tracked, the rest of  the nation 
has also seen an increase each year since 
ACGR has been tracked. 

The hard work of  America’s educa-
tors, families, communities and students is 
paying off, particularly after several years 
of  intense work by educators transitioning 
to new, higher standards. This is a vital step 
toward readiness for success in college and 
careers for every student in this country,” 
U.S. Secretary of  Education Arne Duncan 
said. “While these gains are promising, 
we know that we have a long way to go in 
improving educational opportunities for 
every student – no matter their zip code - 
for the sake of  our young people and our 
nation’s economic strength.”

...HUMC continued from page 14
look like part of  the original church but this 
is a contemporary building compared to the 
church. It has a totally different architectural 
look. It needs to look older. We want this to 
be successful for the church and for High-
lands,” he said.

Basically, members felt the two-story 
vertical planes of  the addition facing Spring 
Street were too strong – they lack relief, 
shadows and dimension which would soften 
the look and make it look less severe, they 
said.

“Most two-story blank buildings in 
Highlands aren’t attractive. What can you do 
to break up the large spaces to keep them in 
scale with the original building?” he asked. 
“Right now it’s too bland, too unadorned.”

After much back and forth discussion, 
in the end the board recommended elements 
be added to the Spring Street side. The inte-
rior of  the lower level will be finished at a 
later date, but there is a recessed glass door-

way on the exterior facing Spring. To soften 
the sides of  the building, a covered walk-
way was suggested spanning two entrances 
– one on the right-hand wing extending 
from the main building to the entrance to 
the lower level. In addition, the board sug-
gested overhangs of  some kind from the 
roof  and “eyebrows” above the windows.

“But don’t limit it to that,” said De-
Wolf. “Keep playing with it. It needs more 
dimension.”

Since the property is now zoned con-
ditional use, final plans must be OK’d by 
the Town Board. Next the church will go 
to the Town Board with the Appearance 
Commission’s recommendations incorpo-
rated into the new plan. With the Town 
Board’s approval, the church will need the 
final OK from the Zoning Board which 
will issue the Special Use Permit for new 
construction.

– Kim Lewicki
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• biz/org news•

Perry Welch, left and Jenny King.

Four Seasons Compassion for Life 
held its annual Volunteer Awards Night on 
Friday, August 21, at Blue Ridge Commu-
nity College in Flat Rock. The theme was 
red carpet and the red carpet was literally 
rolled out for the nearly one hundred vol-
unteers who attended the evening’s festivi-
ties.  Attendees were greeted with a huge 
“thank you” and then strolled down the red 
carpet as their pictures were taken by staff  
posing as paparazzi.  Throughout the eve-
ning, awards were given for years of  ser-
vice, most hours, most hats worn and for 
volunteers who were nominated by fellow 
volunteers and staff  for exhibiting the vales 
of  Four Seasons – compassion, balance, 
respect, integrity, teamwork, excellence and 
resilience. 

Several volunteers from the WNC 

Four Seasons WNC volunteers honored at 
Red Carpet event

branch in Highlands were honored. Jenny 
King of  Highlands received the award for 
Most Hours Served in the WNC region, 
which covers Jackson, Macon and Swain 
counties. Most Hats Worn Award went to 
Laura McBane, of  Whittier, in recogni-
tion of  the many different arenas that she 
serves Four Seasons as a volunteer. Perry 
Welch, of  Franklin, received the Compas-
sion Award for his work utilizing music in 
assisted living facilities. 

Four Seasons would like to con-
gratulate these volunteers and others who 
took home awards that evening, as well 
as thank each and every volunteer who 
serves with Four Seasons in carrying out 
its mission of  “co-creating the care expe-
rience” for the patients and families that it 
is honored to serve.

Members of the Chamber of Commerce and business partners joined Clinton 
O’Brien of Highlands BBQ company at a ribbon cutting last week. From left are 
Tony Potts, Bob Kieltyka, Derrick (Pit Master), Clinton O’Brien, Bill Futral, Jennifer 
Cunningham.
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• business/organization news•

The Laurel Garden Club is pleased to 
announce the awarding of  grants to three 
non- profit organizations in Highlands 
in 2015.  Among those funded are the 
Highlands-Cashiers Land Trust, Friends 
of  Founders Park, and the Peggy Crosby 
Center.  

The grant of  $2,905 given to the 
Highlands-Cashiers Land Trust will be 
used to teach youth awareness of  their 
surroundings through the Kids in Nature 
Program, which stresses recognition and 
conservation of  natural resources and the 
need to protect those resources for future 
generations.  In 2016, a focus will include 
the effects of  non-native invasive plants on 
the environment.  The Land Trust works in 
collaboration with youth organizations in 
the community including Literacy Council, 
Highlands Recreation Department Summer 
Camp, Summit Charter School, Boys and 
Girls Club, Cashiers Rec Camp, church youth 
groups, and other youth programs.

The membership also approved a grant 
in the amount of  $5,000 to the Friends of  
Founders Park to help landscape Phase II 
of  the Kelsey-Hutchinson Park.  As with 
Phase I, Phase II will be landscaped with 
native plants and trees.  

Laurel Garden Club awards $15,405 in 
grants this year

Earlier this year, the Club awarded 
$7,500 to the Peggy Crosby Center for its 
landscaping project, which is underway. The 
Peggy Crosby Center provides affordable 
office space to organizations that provide 
community services such as the Literacy 
Council of  Highlands, The Center for Life 
Enrichment, the Highlands Cashiers Land 
Trust and the International Friendship 
Center.  

These grants bring the total donations 
to the community to more than $15,405 in 
2015. The Laurel Garden Club was able 
to provide funding for these and other 
grants in great part from its very successful 
Kitchen Tours, which are held every other 
year in August.  Proceeds from the sale of  
the Club’s cookbook, Celebrate Highlands, 
also contributed funding for grants before 
it went out of  print.  To date, the Club has 
provided more than $119,000 in grants to 
the Highlands community.  The purpose 
of  the Laurel Garden Club is to aid in the 
protection and conservation of  our natural 
resources and to encourage civic beauty.  
The three grants awarded meet those 
criteria and the Club is pleased to provide 
its support.

Smokey Bear shakes hands with hun-
dreds of  students each year in Highlands, 
Franklin and surrounding communities.  

He teaches them how to prevent 
wildfires, a life-saving message here in the 
midst of  the 260,000 acres that make up 
the Nantahala Ranger District of  the U.S. 
Forest Service. 

So when Smokey needed new clothes, 
the Mountain Garden Club of  Highlands 
helped make that happen, paying half  the 
cost. 

“The new suit is awesome!” said Tyson 
Stager of  the Nantahala Ranger District.

Designed to keep Smokey cool, the new 
suit makes it easier for Smokey to visit class-
rooms.  Somehow even his fur looks better. 

Smokey visits several schools, includ-
ing Cartoogechaye, Iotla, Nantahala, South 
Macon, and Highlands.

“We’ve worked with Smokey since 
2010,” said Dr. Becky Schilling of  the Moun-

Smokey the Bear gets a new outfit
tain Garden Club.  “It is electrifying to see 
how children respond to him, how eager they 
are to help protect the forest.”  

It’s a timely message.
“We’re coming into our fire season now, 

when all the leaves are down,” said Greg 
Brooks, District Fire Management Officer 
for the Nantahala Ranger District.   

Brooks and Stager know firsthand how 
devastating wildfires can be.  They spent 
this summer fighting wildfires in Florida, 
Montana, Oregon, and the Pisgah National 
Forest in North Carolina. 

Now they’re here, working to keep our 
forests safe, which includes bringing Smokey 
to you.

In Highlands on December 5, look for 
Smokey atop a new USFS fire engine in the 
Olde Mountain Christmas Parade. 

When you see him, shout out: “Only 
you can prevent wildfires!”  You’ll make 
his day.

Mountain Garden Club members Wanda Cooper, President Midge Rothermel, 
Caroline Cook, Mary Lou Bilbro, and Becky Schilling with Smokey Bear and Greg 
Brooks of  the Nantahala Ranger District.

On Thursday, September 
3, the Rotary Club of 
Highlands partnered 
with the Gordon Center 
for Children to sponsor 
Bingo. All net proceeds 
benefit the Gordon 
Center.

Rotary Bingo 
benefits the 
Gordon Center 
for Children

Children learning about seeds in the Kids in Nature Program.   This project at 
the Highlands-Cashiers Land Trust is one of the grants the Laurel Garden Club 
awarded this year.
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• spirituaLLy speaking • Proverbs 3:5 • pLaces to worsHip •
BLUE VALLEY BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Oliver Rice, Pastor (706) 782-3965

Sundays: School:10 a.m., Worship:11 
Sunday night services every 2nd & 4th Sunday at 7 

Wednesdays: Mid-week prayer meeting:7 p.m.
BUCK CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH

828-269-3546 • Rev. Jamie Passmore, Pastor
Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11 

CHAPEL OF SKY VALLEY
Sky Valley, GA • 706-746-2999 

Sundays: 10 a.m.:Worship 
Holy Communion 1st Sunday of the month 

Wednesdays: 9 a.m. Healing and Prayer w/Holy 
Communion 

CHRIST ANGLICAN CHURCH 
Rector: Jim Murphy, 252-671-4011 

464 US Hwy 64 east, Cashiers 
Sun.; 8:30a Traditional (Quiet) 1928 Prayer Book Service; 

9:30a Sunday School; 10:30a Family Service w/ Music 
Mon.: Bible Study & Supper at homes - 6 p.m. 

CHRIST CHURCH OF THE VALLEY, CASHIERS
Pastor Steve Kerhoulas • 743-5470

Sun.10:45am, S.S 9:30am. Wed. 6pm supper and teaching.
Tues. Guys study 8am, Gals 10am.

CLEAR CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Jim Kinard

Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11a.m. 
1st & 3rd Sunday night Service: 7p.m.

Wednesdays –Supper at 6 p.m. 
COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH
www.cbchighlands.com • 526-4685
3645 Cashiers Rd, Highlands, NC

Senior Pastor Gary Hewins  
Sun.: 9:30am: Sunday School

10:30am: Middle & High School; 10:45am: Child. Program,
10: 45am: Worship Service

Wed.: 5pm Dinner ($7 adult, $2 child), 6pm CBC 
University

EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF THE INCARNATION
Rev. Bruce Walker • 526-2968

Sundays: Holy Eucharist (chapel) at 8 a.m.
Education and choir rehearsal, 9 am, 

Holy Eucharist Rite II, (sanctuary),10:30 
Wednesday: 10 a.m., Morning Prayer

Thursdays: Holy Eucharist, (chapel), 10 am
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH HIGHLANDS

828-526-4153 • www.fbchighlands.org
Dr. Mark Ford, Pastor

220 Main Street, Highlands NC 28741
Sun.:Worship 10:45 am; Sun.: Bible Study 9:30 am

Wed.: Men’s Bible Study 8:30 am; Prayer Mtg 6:15 pm; 
Choir 5 pm

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Curtis Fussell & Emily Wilmarth, pastors 

526-3175 • fpchighlands.org
Sun.: Worship: 8:30a and 11 a.m.; School: 9:30

Mondays: 8 a.m.:Men’s Prayer Group & Breakfast
Wednesdays:Choir:5:30p

GOLDMINE BAPTIST CHURCH
(Off Franklin/Highlands Rd) • Rev. Carson Gibson

Sunday School:10 am, Worship Service:11 am
Bible Study:6 pm

GRACE COMMUNITY CHURCH OF CASHIERS
Non-Denominational-Contemporary Worship

242 Hwy 107N, 1/4 miles from Crossroads in Cashiers
www.gracecashiers.com • Pastor Steve Doerter: 743-9814

Services: Sundays 10am - Wed. - 7pm; Dinner - Wed. 6pm 
HAMBURG BAPTIST CHURCH
Hwy 107N. • Glenville, Nc • 743-2729

Pastor Nathan Johnson
Sunday: School 9:45a, Worship 11a & 7p, Bible Study 6p

Wed. Kidsquest 6p.; Worship 7p.
HIGHLANDS ASSEMBLY OF GOD

Randy Reed, Pastor828-421-9172 • 165 S. Sixth Street 
Sundays: Worship:11 

HIGHLANDS CENTRAL BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Dan Robinson

670 N. 4th Street (next to the Highlands Civic Center)
Sun.: Morning Worship 10:45 a., Evening Worship, 6p. 

Wednesday: Bible Study, 6:30p; Prayer Mtg., 7:30p.
HIGHLANDS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

Pastor Paul Christy 526-3376
Sun: School 9:45a.; Worship 9:09,10:50.; Youth 5:30 p.

Wed: Supper: 5:15; youth, & adults activities: 6; Handbell 
rehearsal, 6:15; Choir Rehearsal 7. (nursery provided ); 

7pm Intercessory Prayer Ministry 
HOLY FAMILY LUTHERAN CHURCH: ELCA

Chaplain Margaret Howell • 2152 Dillard Road • 526-9741
Sun: School and Adult discussion group 9:30 a.m.;  

Worship/Communion:10:30 
HEALING SERVICE on the 5th Sunday of the month.

MACEDONIA BAPTIST CHURCH
8 miles south of Highlands on N.C. 28 S in Satolah

Pastor Troy Nicholson, (828) 526-8425
Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11, Choir:6 p.m.

Wed: Bible Study and Youth Mtg.:7 p.m.
MOUNTAIN SYNAGOGUE

at St. Cyprian’s Episcopal Church, Franklin
828-524-9463

MOUNTAIN BIBLE CHURCH 
743-2583 • Independent Bible Church 

Sun:10:30 a.m. at Big Ridge Baptist Church,  
4224 Big Ridge Road (4.5 miles from NC 107) 

Weds: Bible Study 6:30 p.m.; Youth Group 6 p.m. 
OUR LADY OF THE MOUNTAINS CATHOLIC 

CHURCH
 Parish office (Father Francis): 526-2418

Mass: Sun: 11 a.m.; Sat. at 4p
SCALY MOUNTAIN BAPTIST CHURCH

Rev. Marty Kilby
Sundays: School –10 a.m.; Worship –11 a.m. & 7 

Wednesdays: Prayer Mtg.:7 p.m.
SCALY MOUNTAIN CHURCH OF GOD

290 Buck Knob Road; Pastor Jerry David Hall • 526-3212
Sun.: School:10 a.m.; Worship:10:45 a.m.; Worship: 6 p.m.

SHORTOFF BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Rev. Andy Cloer 

Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11 
Wednesdays: Prayer & Bible Study:7 

THE CHURCH OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD
1448 Highway 107 South, Office: 743-2359

Rev. Douglas E. Remer
Oct-May: Sunday Services: Rite I, 8a Rite II, 10:30 

June-Sept: Sunday Services: Rite I, 8a, Rite II, 9:15 & 11a
Nursery available for Rite II services

Sept 6-Oct 25-Informal Evening Eucharist-5:30 p.m. 
Thursday: Noon Healing Service with Eucharist.

UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST FELLOWSHIP 
85 Sierra Drive • 828-524-6777  

Sunday Worship - 11 a.m. 
WHITESIDE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Rev. Sam Forrester/Cashiers
Sunday School:10 am, Worship Service:11 am

John 3:16

By Paul Christy
Pastor, Highlands United Methodist Church

I am often amazed at how human nature takes over when 
put in a stressful situation.  And I guess in particular the 
idea of  shifting the blame and the idea of  self-preser-

vation.  
One of  my favorite stories in the Bible is found in the 

very first book, the Book of  Genesis.  I know that you know 
that Genesis is where we get the great stories you learned in 
Sunday School.  Remember the story of  Creation, the story 
of  Noah’s Ark, and the story of  Abraham and Isaac, but 
there is also a story about Adam and Eve I want to spend 
a little bit of  time talking about this week.  Because in this 
story I think I can find myself  very often and maybe you 
can too.

God created this beautiful place and gave it to Adam 
and Eve, and if  you remember your Sunday School train-
ing, God also gave them dominion over all creation in the 
Garden of  Eden.  Yet there was a bit of  a catch.  God asked 
them not to eat of  the tree of  knowledge, the tree in the 
middle of  the garden.  They had everything in the garden, 
everything, and it was just that one tree they were asked not 
to eat from.  

Life was good for a while and then something amazing 
happened.  That one tree became the focus of  their lives, 
and temptation came into their lives.  The story from Gen-
esis says that the serpent came to the woman and said, “Why 
don’t you try to eat the fruit from the tree in the middle of  
the garden because I know God said “don’t do it,” but that 
is just because God wants to keep you in the dark.  If  you 
eat from that tree, you will be just like God.  You will not die, 
your eyes will be opened.”  

So the woman, Eve, and the man, Adam, try the forbid-
den fruit and they both discover they are naked.  But they 
didn’t die, so maybe God was pulling the wool over their 
eyes and they felt all right about eating from the tree.

That was until God came to visit with them.  I love 
how the writer of  Genesis says that God came down in the 
garden in the “cool of  the evening” and was trying to find 
Adam and Eve and they were hiding because they knew they 
had done something they were not supposed to.  

God calls and Adam says, I heard you but I was afraid 
because I was naked.  God says, “Who told you that you 
were naked? Did you eat from the tree I asked you not to 
eat from?”  

Now comes the part of  the story I love because it is 
human nature to preserve oneself.  Adam says, “God, the 
woman made me do it.”  

God turns to Eve and she says, “The serpent made me 
do it.”  You see what we have here is deflecting of  blame.  
How many times in your life and in my life do we try to de-
flect blame?  How many times do we think if  we are honest 
and tell the truth that people will not like us?  How many 
times do we put blame on others just so we will look good?

My challenge for us this week is really pretty simple.  If  
we mess up, own up to it and in doing so, we might just find 
some peace.  I know that is a message I need to hear over 
and over again because I can deflect blame with the best of  
them.  And just for the record, I know I will mess up this 
week and I hope I will have the courage and presence to 
accept my actions and not deflect blame but accept blame.  
Wouldn’t it be great if  we all gave that a shot?  

Accepting blame
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The Highlands Police log 
entries from Sept. 30. Only the 
names of persons arrested, is-
sued a Class-3 misdemeanor or 
public officials have been used. 

Sept. 30
• At 2:30 a.m., officers recieved 

a call about cyber bullying at High-
lands School where someone was 
sending obscene and harassing mes-
sages to a minor via a social net-
work chat.

Oct. 2
• At 11:20 a.m., officers were 

notified about a strange chemical 
odor in the Shear Elevations build-
ing on Spring Street. 

Oct. 4
• At 1 p.m., officers received a 

report of statutory rape of a person 
under 13 at the victims residence on 
Poplar Street by having sexual inter-
course and by touching genitalia of 
the victims.

Oct. 5
• At 4:30 p.m., officers received 

a call about vandalism at a residence 
on Webbmont where a lock was 
broken on a chain barricade.

Oct. 6
• At 4:30 p.m., officers received 

a call about criminal damage to 
property where a mailbox was re-
moved from a residence on Horse 
Cove Road.

Oct. 8
• At 8:50 a.m., officers received 

a call about larceny of $257 from 
Cardinal Cleaners.

• At 1:45 a.m., officers took a 
woman into custody for involuntary 
commitment when she threatened 
to harm herself in Highlands Plaza.

• At 3:10 p.m., a resident on 
Foreman Road called about a bear 
in an unlocked vehicle.

• At 3:30 p.m., officers respond-
ed to a two-vehicle accident in High-

lands Plaza.
Oct. 9
• At 11:45 a.m., officers received 

a call about a man exposing himself in 
a parking space on Main Street in the 
presence of a woman.

• At 2:30 p.m., officers received 
a report of vandalism at a residence 
on Cullasaja Drive where a mailbox 
was damaged.

Oct. 10
• At 12:05 p.m., officers received 

a call about copper pipe pried out of 
the ground and taken from a home 
on Brooks Road.

Oct. 11
• At 4 p.m., officers were noti-

fied about a  breaking and entering 
with larceny at a home on Bowery 
Road where two blankets valued at 
$100 were taken.

Oct. 12
• At 9:53 a.m., officers received 

a call about $3 cookies being stolen 
from Subway in Highlands Plaza.

Oct. 13
• At 9:44 a.m., officers respond-

ed to a two-vehicle accident on US 
64 west near Webbmont.

• At 11:46 a.m., officers re-
sponded to a two-vehicle accident 
on US 64 west near Third Street.

Oct. 15
• At 11:30 a.m., officers re-

sponded to a two-vehicle accident 
on NC 28.

• At 4:15 p.m., officers respond-
ed to a two-vehicle accident on 
Spring Street.

Oct. 16
• At 8:30 a.m., a patron at High-

lands Inn reported $8,500 in jewelry 
taken from her hotel room.

• At 3:48 p.m., officers respond-
ed to a two-vehicle accident on US 
64 west near Second Street.

• At 6:06 p.m., Michael Trevor 
Reese, 23, of Highlands, was arrested 

Dr. Joseph H. Wilbanks, D.D.S.

706-886-9439 • 800-884-9439

278 East Doyle St. • Toccoa, GA

COMPLETE DENTAL CARE UNDER ONE ROOF.

You are only 50 miles away from 30 years experience in top-
notch, high-tech, one-stop dentistry known for its gentle touch. 

• Dental Implants • Root Canal 
Therapy

• SINGLE VISIT CROWNS! 
• Orthodontics including Invisalign  

• Wisdom Teeth Extractions 
and of course Fillings and Cleanings.

(IV Sedation, too)

www.WilbanksSmileCenter.com

for failure to appear in court.
Oct. 17
• At 10:30 a.m., officers received 

a noise complaint from a resident on 
Chowan Road where construction 
work was being done outside al-
lowed hours.

Oct. 18
• At 11:50 a.m., officers were 

notified about a person refusing to 
give a vehicle back to the owner 
upon request.

Oct. 20
• At 5:03 p.m., officers respond-

ed to a two-vehicle accident on US 
west near NC 106.

Oct. 22
• At 3:30 p.m., officers received 

a call about two dogs left in a vehicle 
in the sun on Main Street.

The Highlands Fire & Res-
cue Dept. log from Oct. 20.

Oct. 20
• At 11:45 a.m., the dept. con-

ducted a search in the Shortoff 
Mountain area for two hikers who 
were found and were OK.

Oct. 21
• At 11:44 a.m., the dept. re-

sponded to a motor vehicle accident 
on US 64 west near Goldmine.

• At 9:27 a.m., the dept. was 
first-responders to a residence on 
Sagee Drive.

Oct. 22
• At 8:04 a.m., the dept. was 

first-responders to a residence on 
Webbmont Road.

• At 8:48 a.m., the dept. was 
first-responders to a residence on 
Clubhouse Trail.

• At 12:42 p.m., the dept. re-
sponded to a fire alarm at a resi-
dence at VZ-Top.

Oct. 23
• At 8:26 a.m., the dept. re-

sponded to a fire alarm at a resi-
dence on Hideaway Trail.

In Need of a  
Makeover?

Call the 
Center for  

Plastic Surgery
for an 

appointment!
828-526-3783
HC Hospital Campus

PlasticSurgeryToday.com
Robert T. Buchanan, MD

Board Certified 
Plastic Surgeon

• At 10:52 a.m., the dept. re-
sponded to a fire alarm at a residence 
on Clubhouse Trail.

• At 5:32 p.m., the dept. respond-
ed to a brush fire on Oak Road.

Oct. 24
• At 8:25 p.m., the dept. was 

first-responders to a residenct on 

Whiteside Mountain Road.
Oct. 25
• At 3:28 p.m., the dept. re-

sponded to motor vehicle accident 
at US 64 west and Walden Way.

• At 6:49 p.m., the dept. re-
sponded to a brush fire at a resi-
denct on Sequoyah Drive.

The Performing Arts Center’s Live 
in HD Series presents the MET 
Opera: Tannhauser by Wagner on 
Saturday, Oct. 31 at noon.  The pre-
opera discussion lead by Beverly 
Wickman will begin at 11:30 am.  
The following Saturday, Nov. 7 at 
1pm the National Theatre of Lon-
don will present Hamlet starring 
Benedict Cumberbatch.  For Tickets 
or more information log onto: high-
landspac.org or call: 828.526.9047  
Highlands Performing Arts Center 
507 Chestnut Street, Highlands

Wagner’s Tannhauser Live in HD at PAC
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Advertising in Highlands 
Newspaper or on line at www.highlandsinfo.com 

WORKS!
For information email highlandseditor@aol.com

828-743-0900

TOWN OF HIGHLANDS JOB ANNOUNCEMENTS 
SANITATION DEPARTMENT: 

SANITATION EQUIPMENT OPERATOR

Performs intermediate semiskilled work operating a vehicle in the col-
lection and proper disposal of household and business refuse.   Work is 
performed under the regular supervision of the Sanitation Superintendent.  
This is a full time position with benefits package.  A full job description and 
requirements are available at the Town Hall or on our website.

Applications and questionnaires are available at Town Hall or on-line at 
http://www.highlandsnc.org.  Criminal background checks and pre-employ-
ment drug screenings are required.  Deadline for application and question-
naire is Friday, November 6, 2015 at 4:30PM.  The Town of Highlands is an 
Equal Opportunity Employer. (10/29)

TOWN OF HIGHLANDS JOB ANNOUNCEMENTS
BROADBAND DEPARTMENT:

LEAD TECHNICIAN/INSTALLER

Responsible for the initial installation, connection and maintenance of 
broadband equipment to subscribers; serves as on-call technician; instal-
lation of fiber optic cabling on poles; will be cross-trained in wireless and 
fiber installations.  Must be able to climb towers, operate a bucket truck, 
splice and terminate fiber cabling, troubleshoot fiber optic cabling, and 
have basic network knowledge.  Work is performed under the regular 
supervision of the Information Technologies Director.  This is a full time 
position with benefits package.  A full job description and requirements 
are available at the Town Hall or on our website.

Applications and questionnaires are available at Town Hall or on-line 
at http://www.highlandsnc.org.  Criminal background checks and pre-
employment drug screenings are required.  Deadline for application and 
questionnaire is Friday, November 6, 2015 at 4:30PM.  The Town of High-
lands is an Equal Opportunity Employer. (10/29)
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Allan Dearth & Sons
Generator 

Sales & Service, Inc.

828-526-9325
Cell: 828-200-1139

email: allandearth@msn.com

Larry Houston
Rock Work

Walls • Fireplaces • Patios • Piers 
All Rock Work • Stucco

(828) 526-4138 or (828) 200-3551

Loma Linda
Farm

NC License # 10978

Dog Boarding • Day Care 
Pastoral Parks

In Home and Leash-free 
Lodging in the lap of luxury.

(828) 421-7922
Highlands, NC

LomaLindaFarm@frontier.com
www.lomalindafarm.com

• Residential or 
Commercial 

• Over 40 Years  
Experience 
• Fast and  

Dependable
• FREE Estimates

• FREE Pick-up and 
Delivery

American 
Upholstery & Fabric 

Outlet

(864) 638-9661 cell: (864) 710-9106
(Owners: Morris & Rachel Bible)

102 S. College Street • Walhalla, SC

Whiteside 
Cove  

Cottages
5 new log cabins 

nestled in the 
hemlocks on 25 acres at 

the base of Whiteside 
Mountain.

800-805-3558 • 828-526-2222

J&M Towing  
Service

Local and Long Distance Hauls
526-0374 • 342-0583

Owner-Operator 
Jeff Miller

24-Hour 

Towing

chestnut storage

Look for our sign!
10890 Buck Creek Rd. - 1/2 mile off Cashiers Rd near the hospital 

Storage Units Available
Secure 24 Hour Access

Easy In - Easy Out
Great Rates - Great Terms

Call today to find out why we’re
“Highland’s Premier Facility”

828-482-1045

Highlands Storage Village
526-4555 • Cashiers Rd. 

• Units Available • 

Deluxe, Indoor 
Climate Controlled Self Storage
With covered loading zone

Tile • Stone Installation
Cleaning/Sealing Grout & Stone

Kitchen & Bathroom 
Remodeling

Serving Macon & Jackson counties
Excellent References

Robert Wakefield
828-200-5961

1wakefieldstone@gmail.com

Wakefield Stone

Since 1950 Ranked Among the Top Luxury 
Resorts in the Caribbean

1-800-837-4608 • 876-974-2514
www.jamaicainn.com

email: reservations@jamaicainn.com
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828-526-0008

Highlands Automotive

Service
&

Repair

NC
Inspection

Station

2851 Cashiers Road • highlandsautomotive.com
828-787-2360

‘Let me help you with your next remodeling project!’

828-342-3500 
kpick64@yahoo.com
43 Holt Road, Highlands

Like me on FaceBook • Kevin Pickett LLC

828-526-0008

4Seniors, LLC
Medical Liaison Services

An advocate to guide you through the 
complex medical labyrinth of services 

and treatments.
We will help you and your family ...

• Understand your medical condition
• Understand your treatment options

• Decipher your medical bills w/Medicare and Ins.
Contact Patricia Smith • Registered Nurse Practitioner

828-482-1821

4seniors.hc@gmail.com

• cLassiFieDs •

• See CLASSIFIEDS page 30

U Call We Haul Junk Removal 
& Property Cleanout Service

Total House Clean-out Services, 
Attics,Basements, Garages, Yard Debris, etc. We’ll 
take your Trash & Save you some Cash. Cheaper 

than a Dumpster & we do all the work.

We also Specialize in  
Small Demolition ... 

and Removal of Mobile Homes, Barns, Sheds,  
Above Ground Swimming Pools, etc.

We also do Minor Landscaping,  
Mowing, weedwacking, pruning, small tree & 
brush removal and all types of yard debris  

including metal, wood, leaves, etc.  
We also pressure wash.

If You Need it Gone,
Call Today 

for a 
Cleaner Tomorrow.

(828) 200-5268 • or (828) 349-3433

NauralTherapies.MD
Bioidentical Hormone 
Replacement Therapy 

102 S. Main Street, Clayton, GA 30525

Beverly E. Gerard, M.D.
Board Certified Gynecologist

706-782-1300

naturaltherapies.md@gmail.com
www.naturaltherapies.md.com

Balancing Hormones  
& Health

Around the Mountain Signs

Quality Wooden Signs • Numbers • Lettering
Hand-routed • Sand Blasted

828-526-1891
aroundthemountainsigns@yahoo.com

All Wood...All the Time.

Service Directory Ads:
$17/week BW • $22/week color

Classified Ads:
$6 for 10 words; 20 cents each extra 

word.
Yellow/Cyan Highlight $2/week 

Color Photo $5/week 
Email verbiage and photo by 5p Mondays 

to: 
highlandseditor@aol.com

HELP WANTED
BOOKKEEPER/OFFICE ASSISTANT:  Ca-

shiers law firm seeking experienced, dependable indi-
vidual. Legal assistant background preferred.  Requires 
knowledge of A/P, A/R and Payroll, including State and 
Federal taxes and reports.  Must have experience with 
QuickBooks and general office procedures.  Send 
resume including references to:  Mary@peterapaul.
com . (11/5) 

AMERICAN SECURITY NOW HIRING 
SECURITY OFFICERS IN THE FRANKLIN 
HIGHLANDS area. Clean background, Clean driving 
record & Must be 21 years of age. Please apply at NC 
Works at 23 Macon Ave., Franklin, NC (11/12)

CNA AND/OR MED-AIDE wanted for Chest-
nut Hill of Highlands Assisted Living.  Apply at 24 Club-
house Trail, Highlands, NC. (828)526-5251. (st. 10/22)

DIRECTOR, NON-PROFIT that provides year-
round support to the international and national popu-
lation of Highlands and the surrounding Western NC 
area to nurture community and citizenship integration 

Viva Wellness
Stimulating Natural Healing

828-526-1566
Dr. Kit Barker, PhD, Cellular Biology

5 Cottage Row • U.S. 64 East

• Whole Body Vibration
• Hydro-Massage Spa Capsule
• Far Infrared Sauna Capsule

• Healthy CBD Hemp Oil

COMPLETE

PLUMBING

REPAIR

Jim Fesperman
Licensed & Insured 

Repair Specialist
Services include: 

Cleaning, repairing, replacing sewer and septic lines

24-Hour Emergency Service

We Get To the Heart of the Problem!
828-526-0536 • 865-314-9381
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and self-sufficiency. The organization also 
operates a Food Pantry and coordinates 
with other service agencies. Duties in-
clude interacting with resources to help 
meet client needs; working indepen-
dently and as a team member with the 
Board, other organizations, volunteers 
and Food Pantry Director; fund rais-
ing; grant proposals; marketing; media 
relations; website and social media 
development; budgeting; financial record 
keeping; database maintenance; public-
ity and informational materials; general 
office needs. Personal characteristics 
required are to understand and focus 
on client needs, demonstrate creative 
leadership abilities and engage in coop-
erative relationships. Experience in the 
non-profit sector plus Spanish/English 
conversational fluency is required. Profi-
ciency in Windows OS, Quickbooks and 
database maintenance required. Flexible 
weekday 25-40 hrs is expected, with the 
ability to work occasional special events. 
Salary commensurate with experience. 
Benefits include paid holidays and vaca-
tion. Please apply by cover letter with 
interest statement and resume to the 
International Friendship Center, c/o Fa-
viola Olvera via email centrodeamigos@
nctv.com, fax 828.526.0066 or USPS at 
International Friendship Center, 348 S. 
5th St, Highlands, NC 28741. General 
inquiries and resumes are welcome to 
Ms. Olvera via email through December 
15. (10/29)

FULL-TIME, YEAR-ROUND 
DISHWASHING POSITIONS 
–  available at Mountain Fresh Grocery.  
Call 828-526-2400 or apply in person. 

WOLFGANG’S RESTAU-
RANT – now hiring Experienced Bar-
tender and Server. Call 828-526-3807 
(st. 10/8)

YEAR-ROUND, FULL-TIME 
RETAIL POSITION AT TJ BAILEY 
STORE FOR MEN in Highlands and 
Cashiers. Must have own transportation, 
flexible hours and excellent people skills. 
Sales experience is a plus. Call 828-
526-2262 or email resume to store@
TJBmen.com. (st. 8/13)

THE HIGHLANDS BBQ CO. 
Is seeking Servers, Hosts, Bartenders 
and Line Cooks. If Interested, Please 
call 828-200-1500 or Send a Resume 
to HighlandsBBQCompany@Gmail.
com (st. 7/2)

HIGHLANDS UNITED 

METHODIST CHURCH now hir-
ing at part-time organist/pianist. Send 
resume to HUMC, PO Box 1959, High-
lands, NC 28741 or email to 49PMAM@
gmail.com

SALES ASSOCIATE FOR 
HIGH END CLOTHING STORE 
IN HIGHLANDS, NC full time “with 
benefits.” part time and seasonal. Must 
be available to work weekends. Retail 
clothing sales experience preferred. 
Please call 828-200-0928 (st. 4/30) 

MOUNTAIN FRESH GRO-
CERY in Highlands is hiring full-time for: 

• Baristas, 
• Cashiers, 
• Grill, 
• Deli, and 
• Pizza departments. 
Applicants should apply in person 

or email resume to jobs828@gmail.com
BUSINESS FOR SALE
RESTAURANT FOR SALE in 

Highlands Plaza. Call for more informa-
tion. 470-272-3800.

VAC/SHORT-TERM RENTALS
6 MONTH SKY VALLEY fur-

nished 2/2 rental available! $1100/month 
includes wifi, phone and cable. 561-281-
8578  bande100@windstream.net.  (10/8)

HIGHLANDS VACATION 
RENTAL DOWNTOWN. 2/2 up-
dated in 2014 with luxury master bath, 
king bed, marble & SS kitchen. Second 
floor condo two blocks off Main. Reno-
vated like an Old Edwards Suite! W/D in 
unit, flat screen T.V., gas fireplace, off street 
parking. Available weekly $1,000 plus utili-
ties. Call 828-352-8519. (st. 12/25) 

LOTS/LAND FOR SALE
FALLING WATERS – Just two 

miles from Main St. Well maintained, easy 
build sites, paved, underground utilities, 
gated, waterfalls and creeks. Home sites 
from $139,000, 828-508-9952 www.
highlandsnchomesites.com - Face Book 
Falling Waters Highlands From Main St. 
Take Hwy. 106 W 1.8 miles to Mt. Laurel 
Dr. turn R, 3/10 mile L on Moonlight, 
Entrance on R. REALTORS 7% (st. 9/3) 

LOT. 10 MINUTES FROM 
DOWNTOWN HIGHLANDS. 2.01 
acres with Mountain Ridge and Meadow 
Views between Bridal Veil Falls, Dry Falls 
& Cullasaja Falls, Gorge. Lot cleared, 
driveway and new septic system. Tax Value 
is $89,410., Quick Sale at $49,900. Firm. 
828-200-0949. (st. 9/3) 

WOODED LOT W/ STREAM 

FOR SALE – MIRRORMONT 
AREA, Berit Ln., 1.45 acres, 4-BR septic 
permit, walk-to-town, Priced to sell. 770-
861-4249. (st. 7/23)

ACRE LOT HIGHLANDS, NC 
Corner Lot Highlands Glen, level with 
some gentle slopes excavation and foun-
dation expenses would be reasonable, 
underground power installed. Stream 
runs year round could be configured to 
make a small pond, good water sources 
for well. Space for outbuildings or RV, boat 
storage. 6 Miles to downtown. $27,000 
possible owner financing 828-507-2066 
(st. 7/2) 

RESIDENTIAL FOR RENT

DAY L I G H T  B A S E M E N T 
APARTMENT FOR RENT. (3 min-
utes from Highlands/Cashiers Hospital) 
Recent Complete Renovation, Fully 
Furnished, 1 bedroom/1 bath, kitchen, 
dining area, living room, washer/dryer, 
cable connection, fireplace, brand new 
carpet. $675 monthly. includes water, 
sewer, electricity, heating. Single or Coue. 
No Pets No Smoking. Deposit required. 
Call Betty at 828-787-2324 to preview. 

2/2 DESIGNER-FURNISHED 
CABIN ON DILLARD ROAD, 4.5 
miles from town. Easy access year round. 
Lots of windows, Rhodo privacy, firepit, 
porch & patio. New W/D. No smokers. 
$600/month. 615-243-2006.

RESIDENTIAL FOR SALE
CABINS FOR SALE/RENT. Lo-

cated on Sawmill Road in Clear Creek. 
4.63 acres. Call 828-526-2720. Price Ne-
gotiable. (9/24)

2BED/2BATH 1.20 AC. Fantastic 
views & Privacy $88,999. Call 482.2050 
706.782.9728. Cypresslanesale@face-
book. (st. 8/7) 

ITEMS FOR SALE
‘65 SUNBEAM TIGER V8 – re-

stored. with hard top, AC, less than 3,000 
miles on rebuilt balanced engine. 4 wheel 
discs. Call for details. 404-966-0283. (st. 
10/1)

A 2009 LEXUS RX 350 under 
65,000 miles excellent condition dealer 
maintained. $18,500 phone 678-522-
7859. (st. 9/3)

ANTIQUES FOR SALE. Solid 
cherry twin beds, chest,dresser and 
mirror; 2 Victorian chairs, end tables, 
Royal Daltons, Hummels and more. Call 
828-526-3258 (st. 8/20)

HARDEN DINING ROOM 
SET: Cherry, drop-leaf table opens to 
102”, six chairs, hutch. $750. Will send 
photos. Call 828-526-06121. (st. 8/6)

SERVICES
ROSY’S HOUSEKEEPING 

– “We make sure it’s spotless!” 
Commercial and residential. Free 
Estimates. Fully insured. Call 706-949-
1684 or 828-200-5397. (11/12)

HIGHLANDS-CASHIERS 
HANDYMAN: Repairs, remodeling, 
painting, pressure washing, minor 
plumbing and electric, decks and 
additions. Free Estimates. Insured. Call 
421-4667. (9/17) 

HANDI-MAN – Electr ica l , 
plumbing, painting, carpentry, yard work. 
Call Al at 828-332-7271 or 828-369-
6245. (st. 4/2) 

ALL AROUND OFFICE SO-
LUTIONS – Bookkeeping Services, 
Payroll Prep, Payroll Tax Prep, Billing 
Services, Virtual Assistant, Data Base 
Management, Administrative Services, 
Research Assistance, Quickbooks Set-up 
and Training. Call Mary James at 828-421-
0002 or email mjames@allaroundoffic-
esolutions.com (st. 1/15)

HIGH COUNTRY PHOTO/
KEVIN VINSON: scanning photos, 
slides & negatives to CD or DVD for 
easier viewing. Video transfer to DVD. 
Everything done in house. Leave message 
at 828-526-5208. (st. 7/2)

MOLD AND MUSTY SMELL 
IN YOUR HOME? Call for free inspec-
tion. 828-743-0900.

Larry Rogers 
Construction Company, Inc.

Excavating • Grading • Trucking Trackhoe 
Backhoe • Blasting • Utilities 

(828) 526-2874
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Main Street Inn & Bistro 
828-526-2590 • mainstreet-inn.com

“Ace is the Place.”

At Main & 3rd streets
Highlands 526-2157

Hardware
Reeves

3

19

www.chambersagency.net

Chambers Realty 
& Vacation Rentals

Homes and Land For Sale
Vacation Homes for Rent

526-3717 OR 888-526-3717
401 N 5th St, Highlands

11

1

Main St, Oak Square,  
Mon-Sat, 10-5 

Sun. 12-4

Oriental Rug 
Gallery

526-5759

Country Club Properties
“Your local hometown 

Real Estate professionals.”
3 Offices 828-526-2520

www.CCPHighlandsNC.com

2

10

42

Celebrating our 21st Season!

Bistro Service Starts at 4p
Dining Room Starts at 5:30p

474 Main Street • 828-526-3807
www.wolfgangs.net • Find us on FaceBook

Santa

BRIAN RENFRO
828-226-0118
brianrenfro@gmail.com
www.brianrenfro.com

Available at 
Jackson Hole Gem Mine
9770 Highlands Rd, Highlands

828-524-5850

526-1796
479 South St., Ste. 5 • Highlands NC

21

Great Prices!



www.firemt.com • (800) 775-4446

Cashmere
Scotland’s Best Knitwear

MCCULLEY’S

“Top of the Hill”
242 S. 4th St.

Open 7 days a week
526-4407

828-526-2338

30 ...on the Verandah 
Restaurant

on Lake Sequoyah

Open Year-Round.
343-D

Main Street.
526-4035

www.wildthymegourmet.com

pat.f.allen@gmail. com 

#1 
Broker 

Highlands/Cashiers 
2010-2014 per  

HCMLS

Jody Lovell
33

www.ontheverandah.com

Open for
 Dinner nightly 

at 5:30p.
Sunday brunch, 

too

Open for 
Lunch & 

Dinner daily

Pat Allen 
Broker-in-charge

Cell: 828-200-9179 
Office: 828-526-8784

www.patallenrealtygroup.com 

828-526-4104
highlandssir.com

828-526-8784
295 Dillard Road

Paoletti

Please call for reservations
526-4906

Join us for our 31st year
Serving Dinner Daily

from 5 p.m.

“Invest in Highlands, NC Real Estate ... and Invest in Your Life.”TM 

(828) 526-8118 • 125 South 4th Street

40

WhiteOakRG.com

Susie deVille 
Broker-in-Charge

(828) 371-2079

Leslie Cook
Broker

(828) 421-5113

Wick Ashburn 
Broker

(828) 421-0500

Tara Ray
Executive Assistant

(828) 371-1622

Emily Chastain 
Operations Manager

(828) 200-6277

9770 Highlands Rd., Highlands
828-524-5850

www.jacksonholegemmine.com

Open
7 Days a Week

10a to 4p

BROKERS:
Mary Newhart 

828.506.5663 
Julie Osborn
828-200-6165

Sherman Pope 
828-342-4277
Cy Timmons 
828-200-9762

Sheryl Wilson 
828-337-0706


