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Josh Ward returns to Highlands as Town Manager

Like the saying goes, “Third
time is the charm.” That just
might be the case for Highlands.

Since it changed its hybrid
form of government from the
Town Administrator-Mayot-

MC School
board asks
county for
additional
funding

In a joint facilities review
committee meeting with the Ma-
con County Board of Commis-
sioners last Wednesday, the Ma-
con County School system asked
the county to consider funding
$55,000 in extra expenses regard-
ing the Highlands Gym Roof
replacement project and for the
two percent teacher supplement
which exceeded the amount bud-
geted this year.

Earlier this year, the Macon
County Board of Commissioners
approved a $200,000 increase to
the school system’s capital outlay
budget and earmarked the funds
for the Highlands gym roof re-
placement. The roof had been
leaking for more than a decade
and had started to cause signifi-

eSee FUNDING page 9

Council form which lasted decades,
to the Town Manager-Council form;
it has seen two Town Managers go,
Jim Fatland and Bob Frye.

However, during the closed ses-
sion of the Thurs., Dec. 8 Town
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It Takes a

Benefit for Cali

Board meeting, commissioners
agreed unanimously to hire Josh
Ward — Highlands’ previous
Planning and Zoning Admin-
istrator — as its third and next
Town Manager.

i

Village

Smolarsky is

Saturday, Dec. 17 at the Civic Center

By Tracey Hedden

Highlands has become a very
well-known town, a place set apart due
to its natural beauty, shopping, dining
and golfing opportunities. However,
something that makes Highlands tru-

ly stand apart is not always seen
with the eyes, it is felt with the
heart. When one of their own
is down this amazing village of
Highlanders rallies behind them

eSee VILLAGE page 7

“The Town Board conduct-
ed an extensive search for a new
Town Manager,” said Mayor Pat
Taylor in a prepared statement.
“More than 25 applicants were

eSee WARD page 3
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Town Board finally puts
commercial garbage
issue to rest

Some customers will see an increase because
existing fees will now be applied correctly

Back in August a shortfall of
between $45,000 and $50,000 in
the Sanitation Fund was discov-
ered with the Fiscal Year 15/°16
audit and the issue has been bat-
ted back and forth at Town Board
meetings ever since.

The shortfalls were found
in three areas: Overtime, Mainte-
nance & Repair ~ Auto and Land-
fill Tipping Fees.

Overtime has been consecu-
tively under budgeted at approxi-
mately $12,000 annually.

Landfill Tipping Fees have
been under budgeted at approxi-
mately $11,000 annually. And the

Maintenance & Repair ~
Auto has been under budgeted by
varying amounts due tounknown
maintenance issues but an extra
$20,000 allotted to this line would
help todecrease overages.

Since the Sanitation Fund is
one of the towns four enterprise

funds — water/sewer, electtic,
broadband and sanitation — tech-
nically it has to “support” itself
and be in the “black” or else
money to pay its bills has to come
out of the undesignated fund bal-
ance or out of healthy enterprise
funds like the electric fund.

In an attempt to cut expens-
es in the fund and bring it closer
to the black, then Town Manager
Bob Frye immediately cut Sunday
trash pickup routes — but without
notice. This was obviously a huge
oversight. With this cut, sanita-
tion customers who were being
picked up on Sunday became un-
derstandably upset.

To soothe tempers, Mayor
Pat Taylor held a meeting for
customers to discuss issues with
himself and Public Works Direc-
tor Lamar Nix. After the meet-
ing, Taylor said the matter would

eSee GARBAGE page 14
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‘Home Furnishing Center’
Open
Mon. through Sat.
9a-5p
2089 Highway 106
828-526-5577

Enjjeysyour’ Holliday Shoppling

at MicCulley’s 3/ locations!
McCulley’s Cashmere Shop ¢ ‘“On the Hill”’ in Highlands

| & 828-526-4407

mzms Pop up Store ¢ Main Street in Highlands ¢ 828-526-4255

...and our newest shop
McCulley’s/Cashiers * 24 Canoe Point in Cashiers * 828-743-5575

fThe
CAR SPA

of Highlands
Exciting things

are happening!
154 Highlands Plaza
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Robotic trucking is in our future

likes to look into the future,

albeit my time and involve-
ment in future initiatives may
be limited. Some of the things
looming ahead can be very con-
cerning for us folks that grew up
in the pre-computer, digital me-
dia age.

As a member of the Trans-
portation Advisory Committee
of the Southwestern Commis-
sion, I recently heard a presentation by
Charles Edwards. He is the NCDOT Lo-
gistics Strategy Director. What does he do?
Director Edwards deals with the trucking
industry that relies on our roads and high-
ways to move goods and services through-
out the state and region. His presentation
was very informative, especially as it related
to the seven-county region of southwestern
North Carolina.

The audience, comprising of county
commissioners, mayors and managers, were
told by the director that each resident in the
area requires about 20 tons of freight each
year. That includes food, fuel and material
supplies of all kinds. He pointed out that
practically everything we consume in this
region comes by way of trucks traveling on
NC highways. So, with a regional popula-
tion of 202,000 people that means 202,000

Iam an old Baby Boomer who
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Mayor Pat Taylor

tractor trailer trucks come to the
western Carolina region each year.
A standard tractor trailer carries
about 20 tons of material that
each of us annually requires. That
tonnage also includes the reverse
process of trucking our trash back
down the mountain to recycle
centers and landfills. The town of
Highlands generates on average
around 170 tons of garbage that is
hauled to the landfill and recycling
station each month. There are indirect truck
shipments that we collectively consume.
For instance, our water and sewer depart-
ments truck in and out hundreds of tons of
materials essential to their operations.

Mr. Edwards pointed out that as the
region grows in population, which is in-
evitable, the number of trucks will increase
proportionally, challenging the transpor-
tation system. It costs about eight million
dollars per mile to build a new major high-
way in this mountain terrain. The need to
improve existing roads will also increase.

Another pressure on the entire state
and nation according to Edwards is the
Amazon model, aka "the Internet of
things." The old model of warchouses and
retail outlets is being challenged by compa-
nies like Amazon who are developing their
own modes of transportation and delivery
directly to customers. This trend will insure
a continuous flow of all kinds of trucks on
our roads.

One response to this challenge would
be to simply impose limited access of
trucks to these beautiful and tranquil moun-
tains. The problem is that we are here, and
we expect and depend on goods and set-
vices. Short of returning to an austere and
meager existence, we cannot limit truck ac-
cess. The challenge will be to develop a bet-
ter transportation system. Everything we
consume on this plateau in pursuit of the
"oood life" is brought to us by trucks.

Now if we are looking into the future,
and T mean the immediate future, automat-
ed trucks are on the way. Edwards pointed
out several states are already in the process
of developing laws and regulations for au-
tomated, or semi-automated trucks, that
will be traveling on interstates and major
highways. Getting these vehicles up to our
mountains may be a long way out, but the
director pointed out that these automated

eSee MAYOR page 3

What a town we live in!

Dear Editor,

Today I felt so grateful for life in ‘my’ Highlands mountain town! There are so many
parts of life here that I could name and people I could thank but because I could and did
attend these specific events today, I want to express my appreciation for the people that
made these events possible.

To the Director of PAC, Mary Adair Trumbly, for bringing the remarkable Saturday
Metropolitan Operas & London National Theatre and Sunday Bolshoi Ballet to PAC, to
our town — thank you!

To the incredible Highlands Community Christian Chorale & Orchestra Group that
sang at the Presbyterian Church under the direction of Dr. Michael Lancaster - spectacu-
lar! And to Scott Albee and The Highlands Playhouse, the opportunity to attend movies
with popcorn and the works, and all this with year-round performances for those of us
who live here year round! Thank you all!

Helen Moore
Highlands

No fire should be called ‘small’

Dear Editor,

I was dismayed to see the headline in the Highlands Newspaper that a man started
two SMALL fires. I'm sorry, during drought conditions and numerous warnings about
high fire danger, there is no such thing as “SMALL fires.” Any intentional fire in these
conditions can result in murder.

Did the young boys who started the fires that burned Gatlinburg and killed people
get a headline “Two Young Boys Started SMALL Fires Near Gatlinburgr” Oh, I forgot.
They did it because they wete bored/mad at their parents?

See article about local “Two SMALL fires”... arsonist was BORED and mad at his
wife! Are you kidding? He also committed murder of trees, animals, and endangered the
lives of firefighters/others.I personally hope no arsonist not the Gatlinburg Arsonists get
off lightly. Two SMALL Fires, In DEED!

Jan Zehr
Highlands

Mind-blowing concert

Dear Editor,
The “Small Dancing Light” Christmas Chorale was AMAZING! POWERFUL!
LOVED IT!
Not only a fantastic choir, but an orchestral
Cynthia Strain

Highlands
_ - WFEEKEND WEATHER®
FRIDAY SATURDAY SUNDAY
JEC 16 DEC 17 DEC 18
o
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For real-time weather and the extended forecast go to
www.highlandsinfo.com and click on Weather
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Richard C. (Dick) Rusthoven

Richard C. (Dick)
Rusthoven, 76, was called
“Home” on December 5,
2016, after a long battle
with cancer.

Dick had a successful
career in the retail business,
which included executive
leadership of numerous
department stores and dis-
count chains. He and his
wife retited to Sarasota,
Florida and Highlands, NC.

His love and devotion
to his LORD and SAVIOR
JESUS CHRIST was his greatest joy! His
family and friends surrounded him with
love and support throughout his journey.
He left a lasting legacy of being thankful
for GOD’s abundant grace and blessings,
finding strength in prayer. He greatly an-

o ticipated the joy of Eternity.

‘ Dick is survived by his
loving wife ILauralyn and
the “apples of his eye’, his
four children:  Elizabeth
Rusthoven Levine (Mark),
Dirk Rusthoven (Halina),
Dr. Kyle Rusthoven (Eliza-
beth), Dr. Chad Rusthoven
plus three wonderful grand-
children and an adoring
granddog.

In lieu of flowers, a me-
morial contribution may be
made to: Community Bible
Church Mission Fund, 3645 Cashiers Road,
Highlands, NC 28741.

BryantGrant Funeral Home is serving
the Rusthoven family. Online condolences
may be made at bryantgrantfuneralhome.
com.

..MJAYOR continued from page 2

vehicles are potentially more reliable and
safe than the current human operated ve-
hicles.

The big questions center not so much
with the development of new technol-
ogy, but how humans will interface with
it. These new delivery systems have many

advantages, but they are also potentially very
disruptive. They will change the way humans
work and even challenge our current no-
tions of what constitutes work. Stay tuned,
or rather stay connected. A new chapter in
human history, the " bot frontier," is just be-

ginning,

..WARD continued from page 1

carefully screened followed
by Skype interviews of nine
candidates. Four final candi-
dates were interviewed here
in Highlands.

After two extensive
meetings assessing the final-
ist’s qualifications, the entire
board decided Josh Ward
would be the best fit to lead
the town as Town Manager.”

Ward is no stranger
to town or county politics.
Years ago, prior to coming
to Highlands as its code en-
forcement officer he worked

“He has 15 years of ex-
perience in town and county
government,” said Mayor
Taylor. “He recently had
a successful tenure as the
Town Manager and Finance
Ditector of Bryson City. Be-
fore going to Bryson City, he
was a very effective planning
administrator for the Town
of Highlands for a number
of years”

Mayor Taylor said Ward
is uniquely qualified to work
with the Town Board, staff
and the community in his

in the planning department
for Macon County. In High-
lands where he worked for 8
Y2 years, he was its Planning
& Development Code Enforcement Offi-
cer and then became its Planning & Devel-
opment Director.

He has a B.S. in Environmental Health
from Western Carolina University and is
Certified Zoning Official - CZO from the
UNC — School of Gov't.

Josh Ward
Highlands Town Manager

new role as Town Manager.
He knows Highlands and
Macon County and will be in-
strumental in building strong
cooperative relationships in the community
and region.

Though the role of Town Manager is
relatively new to Ward, he said his tenure
in Highlands was instrumental in preparing
him for his Town Manager role in Bryson

eSee WARD page 5
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FPLAYERS ANNUAL
HOLIDAY PROGRAM

Featuring a dramatized story by Highlands-Cashiers Players and
holiday songs by Mountain Voices, a new 50-member regional chorus

Ty
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THURSDAY, DECEMBER 15, 2016

7:00 p.m.
Highlands Performing Arts Center
507 Chestnut Street, Highlands, NC

FREE TO ALL—OUR GIFT TO THE COMMUNITY

N igﬂics mjk/lm

One Night at 200 Main Plus i‘}-'r* ner for Two at Madison's

Add on a 5pa Treatment for *95
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DINING ®

RESTALURAMT & WINE BISTRO

| j/ WOLFGANG'.

e HIGHLANDS AREA

...on the Verandah
Restaurant
on Lake Sequoyah
www.ontheverandah.com
US 64 west * Highlands
Open i &

elebrating our 22nd Season
Southern Living 2016: “Best Place for Dinner in Highlands”

for Dinner

Fri. & Sat. and

Bistro at 4p and Dining Room at 5:30p
Happy Holidays! Open Dec. 26-Dec. 31
For reservations call
828.526.3807
www.wolfgangs.net

every evening ;
beginning Dec. 26 g
828-526-2338

Cyprus
Internatlonql Cuisine

Japanese ¢ Asian® Thai * Hibachi Cuisine
Open Year Round

Mon., thruThurs., | la to 10p
Fri.,, & Sat.,llato |l p
Sun., noon to 10p

S Closed Wednesdays

runch: Sat. un., 10a to 3p ) ) i ]

Dinner: Mon-Thurs & Sun., 5-9p 828-787-1680 ocr 328' 787-1900
We Cater!

Fri. & Sat.5-10p

For reservations call: 526-4429 151 Helen’s Barn Avenue

828-526-4035

_WILD THYME GOU RMET

R ES T AR AMNMT

The
LOG CABIN

COMFORTABLE ITALIAN,
STEAKS & FRESH SEAFOOD

Serving Lunch and Dinner Year—Round.

Gourmet Foods, Full Service Bar

Town Square at 343-D Main St. * Highlands WEEKDAYS ENJOY OUR

THREE FOR 30 MENU

Open 7 days a

week. THREE COURSES FOR $35
Serving Lunch
113 t0 4p Dinner Nightly at 5:00 PM

Monday - Saturday

Serving Dinner
OPEN YEAR ROUND!

from 5:30p

@W ‘Our 32nd Year’

DINNER / BAR from 5 pm e Dec. 22-Jan. 1
www.paolettis.com ¢ 526 * 4906

Sports Page
Sanhdwich Shoppe
Cerving Breakfast ¢ LLunch.
Monday:Saturday

Breakfast: 7:30:10:30am
Lunch: Jntil 2:30pm
Full cooked-to-order breakfast ¢
Daily Lunhch Specials.

314 main Street, Highlanhds
(828) 526-3555

Just off Main Street in a histeric
1924 Joe Webb log cabin

B28 526-5777
www.LogCabinHighlands.com
130 LOG CABIN LANE
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HIGHLANDS

BBQ COMPANY

Edtd. 2 2015

Open for Lunch Mon.-Thurs.

Friday & Saturday
11lam -9pm
Closed Tuesdays

828-526-5000
595 Franklin Road e Highlands, NC

‘h‘h-[ n."i"

Coffee » Espresso Drinks
Smoothies « Hot Soup
Paninis * Baked Goods

On Main Street « Highlands
7 days a week * 7a to 6p * 526-0020

WAKESID CELEBRATING OUR 27TH SEASON
l_m * A unique fine dining experience on Harris
Lake in Highlands featuring fresh seafood,
"razave=="  an extensive wine list and excellent service.
Mover oitering culcioor ondmng

Servininner from 5:30p * Thursday-Saturday
531 Smallwood Ave - on Harris Lake
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..WARD continued from page 3

City and now, his tenure in Bryson City has been instrumen-
tal in preparing him for the Town Manager role in High-
lands.

“My expetience in Highlands helped me tremendously
in Bryson City, due to the high level of service that the Town
of Highlands provides and that is expected by its citizens,”
said Ward. “And now, my experience as Town Manager in
Bryson City has provided me with valuable experience in a
number ofmunicipal functions such as, personnel, budget-
ing and grant implementation. My job in Bryson City was
not only Town Manager, but Finance Officer. The Finance
Officer is responsible for preparing and implementing the
budget for the Town, which I feel will assist me the most in
my position as Town Manager in Highlands.”

In addition, with Ward’s planning and development
background, the Town Board feels the pressure to find a
full-time replacement for Acting Planning Director Randy
Feierabend — who left the position the end of October but
has returned on a part-time basis — isn’t as crucial.

“What this means is that there is no pressure to rush
and fill the planner position,” said Mayor Taylor. “With
Randy working part-time and Josh’s background we have
that area covered until Josh decides how and when to fill
the position.”

Ward said he’s excited to be returning to Highlands as
its Town Manager and thankful to the Town Board.

“I am honored to be able to return to Highlands and
reconnect with such a great community. I look forward to
working again with the top-notch staff that the Town of
Highlands has in place and hope to continue to make High-
lands a great place to live, work and visit,” he said.

According to the employment contract Ward begins
Jan. 1; but he said he will be on the job Jan. 3. His start-
ing salary is $101,000 with a possible increase after his six-
month review to $103,505. He also gets a $500 per month
automobile allowance in lieu of claiming mileage and the
town will pay for all dues, subscriptions and career develop-
ment opportunities.

“The board and I look forward to working and sup-
porting Watd in operating town government for the benefit
of our citizens,” said Mayor Taylor. “He embraces our com-
mitment to making government open and responsive to the
people of Highlands.”

— Kim Lewicki
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Now SHOWING
Collateral Beauty

Starring Will hmﬂh and Helen Mirren

Two Week Run:
Fri 12/1& thru
Tues 12/20

and
Fri 12/23 thru
Tues 12/27
2, 5 and 8 pm

*no Bpm show on Sundays

i
Family Droma Rated PG 13

All Tickets are §9
except on
$2 Off Tuesdays

i more inlformniion o to purchanse Ltickols
son our wobsite |-||gh|4lrni>-p|=n|1m.m Org
qeee Highlands’ 362 Oak 5t
Playhouse 828-526-2695
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Order Your
Mountain Fresh Grocery Tradition:
Stollen Bread & 3lb Pound Cake
for the Holidays!
Makes the Perfeet Gift!

o
Stollen Bread $19.
31 Pound Cake $29.7

Lemon, Vanifla, Spiced Pecan, & Orange Cranberry

Hand-made in our bakery,
Call (B28)526- 2400 or arder omfine af migro.com
or visit us to see our full line nl"bul:ﬂfgm‘h:l‘or the huiix]:_l.-s.
Far pickup ar shipping anywhere in the US

&)

MOUNTAIN FRESH GROCERY

COOKING FOR HIGHLANDS

STORE OPENS MONDAY- SATURDAY
AT TAM B SUNDAY AT BAM

Comer of Fifth & Main, Highlands NC « [828) 5.26-2400
www.mfgro.com
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FOOD STORE, INC

Happy Holldaysl

Let us help you with all your
Holiday Party Preparations
including: party trays, cooked meats and
sides and desserts!

Prime and Cholce Angus Meats

Cut-to-Order
Now taking orders for all holiday
cuts and fresh turkeys

Now Available:
* Aspen Spices & Cider
 Poinsettias & Christmas Candy
e Order Cindy Lou’s Caramel Cake NOW!
Chocolate Heaven and Stollen are great for
your Holiday celebrations, too!
e Brownie Brittle 2 for $5
 Case Discounts on Bryson’s Jams & Jellies
* A Large Selection of Seasonal Beer, Wines
and Champagne

Bryson’s Gift Cards make

a great Christmas Gift!

Highlands Plaza ¢ Highlands, NC
(828) 526-3775 « (828) 526-0430 FAX

Pmp—

e THE INK PENN

Christmas at Elizabeth Pointe Lodge

left town for Christmas and

enjoyed a picture-perfect
holiday at Amelia Island. In the
past, my husband and I hosted
Holiday meals for varying size |
crowds. The guest list ran the
gamut from cousins, aunts,
siblings and friends to just my
mom and the two of us. After
Mom passed away in the Spring
that year, we wanted to create a
new tradition for just the two
of us, one that would make the
holiday a little less sad. Our trip fit the bill.

Picture us walking up the front stairs of
the Elizabeth Pointe Lodge to a wraparound
porch, and sighing, “Ahhh,” as the long
traffic-filled drive faded from our memories.
The lobby was reminiscent of a New
England B&B with the added attraction of
an expansive ocean view. The Christmas tree
in the corner, the inviting sitting area, and the
aroma of freshly baked cookies combined to
take our breath away.

We had opted for the Christmas
package, which meant another treat greeted
us when we opened the door to our room.
There we found a bottle of champagne
chilling alongside a platter of cheese,
crackers, and chocolates. We set aside the
champagne and snacks for later and drove
the short distance to Brett’s Waterway Café
in Fernandina Beach for a late lunch, where
we sat outside in our shirtsleeves and enjoyed
the sunshine as we overlooked the matina.
After a nap, happy hour in the Lodge, and
time in the porch rockers, we were so relaxed
that we decided to return to the cheese and
champagne in our room and forgo dinner
out. It was a lovely start to our Christmas
vacation.

Our stay at the Lodge came complete
with a daily breakfast buffet, including
cooked to order eggs. We enjoyed a leisurely
breakfast surrounded by the ocean view and
then hit the beach for a walk. That became

In 2014 for the first time, we

Kathy Manos Penn

our morning routine.

The Lodge offered lunch
| but not dinner, so I relied on
| the helpful staff to handle our
Christmas Eve and Christmas
day dinner plans. Our Christmas
package came with a gift
| certificate to David’s, so we
reserved Christmas night dinner
there and a Christmas Eve meal
at Joe’s 22 Street Bistro. With
those plans made, we knew we’d
be able to fend for ourselves for
the remainder of our meals.

Christmas Day we set out to bicycle
through Fort Clinch State Park and the
quiet town. Fortified once again with a
hearty breakfast, we weren’t hungry for
a big lunch but did want a snack. Jack
& Diane’s on Main Street fit the bill with
their eclectic menu and a huge selection
of craft beers. As the day turned chilly and
wet, we ended our afternoon with another
nap. Dinner at David’s that evening was a
festive and delicious wrap-up to our day.

We spent our last full day wandering
through the shops that line Main Street in
Fernandina Beach, enjoying the historic
downtown decked out in Christmas
finery. The next morning, we lingered
over breakfast wishing we didn’t have to
leave. Our visit was everything we’d hoped
for, and the inclusion of yet another gift
certificate in our Christmas package, good
toward our next stay at Elizabeth Pointe
Lodge, made a return trip seem inevitable.
And, you guessed it, that’s where we’ll be
this year.

koK

Kathy Manos Penn is a Sandy Springs
resident now happily retired from a corporate
career in communications. Find her book,
“The Ink Penn: Celebrating the Magic in the
Everyday,” locally at The Molly Grace or on
Kathy’s website at www.theinkpenn.com.
Contact her at inkpenn1 19 @gmail.com.

Owner/Stylist: Lisa L. Shearon; Stylist: Jane B.

Stylist/Nail Tech: Krist v; Nail Tech:

t/%/(’ﬂ,/‘ 8/6()&/20/&5‘/ o

Color, Cuts, Highlights, Perms, Manicures, Pedicures,
Acrylics & Gel Enhancements, Up Do's and Facial Waxing

Call for an
appointment

TODAY

assmore

828-526-9477 = 225 Spring Street, Highlands
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The Smolarsky family. Cali is in the sunglasses.

and helps to shed light on their darkness.

On October 31st, a young Highlander
received news of a diagnosis that turned her
life upside down. Cali Smolarsky, is 21 and
graduated Highlands School in 2013. She is
currently working as a member of the ban-
quet team at Old Edwards Inn. She is also
less than a year away from obtaining an As-
sociate degree.

The diagnosis is breast cancer, Inva-
sive Ductile Carcinoma stage 3. This is an
extremely rare condition for someone her
age. Cali has a very long road in her treat-
ment that will result in more biopsies, scans,
surgeries, egg harvesting to protect her fu-
ture fertility, chemo therapy and countless
other medical appointments. The financial
burden associated with the treatment of
this disease is overwhelming, even with in-
surance paying some of the costs. While all
of this does seem daunting, Cali still has a
light within her, a determination to battle
this disease and win!

Less than a week after the diagnosis
was made known to the public, Highlanders
were already forming a coalition to help in
Cali’s fight. It started out with a few teach-
ers at Highlands School and then grew as

partnerships with others touched by Cali’s
story joined in the fight. Cali’s mother,
Nikki Smolarsky came up with the slogan,
It Takes a Village and then a plan was set
to include the whole town in an opportu-
nity to help Cali and her family. When asked
how she came up with the slogan, Nikki
responded, “We have always said it takes a
village to raise a child so it just seemed to
fit.”” After deciding on a slogan, Nikki then
worked closely with Cali’s best friend, Cara
Hedden to design the “It takes a Village”
T-shirt.

The “It Takes a Village” team not only
wanted to help raise funds for the financial
burden associated with this diagnosis but it
also aimed to help the Smolarsky family by
providing support through prayer, friend-
ship and love. The “village” of Highlands
has shown its heart in a great way. It is only
fitting that during the Christmas season we
are seeing angels emerge. No matter how
large or how small your act is in helping
Cali, you are an angel. So many angels have
stepped forward to lessen the burden. The
family is humbled and overwhelmed in a
good way at the support that has been given

eSee VILLAGE page 13
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MOUNTAIN FRESH GROCERY

D N ERS-10-G0)
WINTER MENU 2016

MADE FRESH AND SERVED HOT.

MON - SAT PICK UP FROM 4:30 PM UNTIL 8 PM.

DON’T FORGET OUR GRILL AND WOOD FIRE OVEN
ARE OPEN EVERY DAY FROM 11AM TO CLOSE

MON

TUES
WED

THURS

FRI

SAT

EACH DINNER FEEDS A FAMILY OF FOUR

CHOOSE EITHER:

MEXICAN MONDAY: FOUR CHEESE AND

FOUR CHICKEN ENCHILADAS, REFRIED

BEANS, MONTEREY RICE, HOMEMADE

TORTILLA CHIPS, SALSA, SHREDDED

LETTUCE, TOMATOES, SOUR CREAM
--OR--

24 BUFFALO WINGS OR 2 LBS CHICKEN

TENDERS AND HAND CUT FRIES

$21.95

SERVES 4

IN-HOUSE MADE ITALIAN SAUSAGE
LASAGNA WITH A LARGE SALAD

§21.95

SERVES 4

CHICKEN OR STEAK POT PIE & A LARGE SZ] 95
ALAD .

S SERVES 4

ROASTED MEATLOAF WITH MASHED 2] 95
POTATOES, GRAVY AND A LARGE SALAD 8

SERVES 4

WILD CAUGHT FRIED SHRIMP, BAKED 24 95
POTATOES, HUSH PUPPIES, AND ]

COLESLAW SERVES 4

IN-HOUSE SMOKED BBQ, COLESLAW, SZ] 95
APPLE AND BACON BAKED BEANS, AND .

SERVES 4

YEAST ROLLS

WALK IN OR CALL AHEAD TO RESERVE

AVIAN THjy

WEEKDAY PIZZA SPECIAL
AVAILABLE MONDAY - THURSDAY 4:30 TO CLOSE
A 16” NEW YC}K STYLE PIZZA WITH UP TO 5
TOPPINGS. COMES WITH GARLIC BREAD AND

O SALAD
OR
BAKED LINGUINI: MEATBALLS, TOMATO SAUCE &
CHEESE. COMES WITH GARLIC BREAD AND
SALAD
OR
BAKED PENNE PASTA: ITALIAN SAUSAGE, ONION,
BACON AND MUSHROOMS IN WHITE SAUCE.
COMES WITH GARLIC BREAD AND SALAD

CORNER OF FIFTH & MAIN, HIGHLANDS NC ¢ 828.526.2400 - MFGRO.COM
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GRILL WOOD +« FIRE PIZZA
WINE « CRAFT BEER
OIL AND VINEGAR

LUNCH « DINNER -
BAKERY « ESPRESSO -
ARTISAN CHEESE -

BREAKFAST -
COFFEE -
BUTCHER -

MOUNTAIN FRESH GROCERY

COOKING FOR HIGHLANDS

BREAKFAST

Full breakfast made to order every
morning until 11:00 am
Cage-free eggs, waflles, french toast,
sausage, ham, homemade biscuits,
mufhins, croissants. Espresso bar and
coffee roasted in-house.

LUNCH &DINNER

Grill
Every day from 11:00am - close
Fresh angus burgers, fresh
Natural chicken breasts, fish or chicken
tenders, cooked to order, hand-cut fries,
salads, homemade soups, daily js‘pecials.
0.

See our website for more in

Pizza
Every day from 11:00am - close
Authentic Neapolitan and NY deck
oven pizzas made from scratch. Pasta
bowls, dailar specials and weeknight
inner specials.
See our website for more info.

Soup & Salad Bar
Mon-Sat 11:00am — close
Fresh salads, homemade dressings,
soups, chili and more.

$9.99 each (dine in) or $9.99 a pound (to go)

Weekday Lunch Special
Monday — Friday 11am to 2pm
Pizza, pasta, soup and salad Ear

Continuous fresh pizza from our pizza
ovens, pastas, fresh breads from our
bakery, plus the entire soup and salad
bar... $9.99 each (dine in) or
$9.99 a pound (to go

SUNDAY SOUTHERN BRUNCH BAR
Every Sunday from 11am — 3pm
Skillet fried chicken, country angus
steak, skillet corn, biscuits & Ebreserves,
mashed potatoes, veggies, cobbler, plus
the entire sou %c salad bar.
$11.99 (dine in) or $9.99 a pound (fo go)

PREPARED FOODS
A large selection of take-away items
tully prepared, ready to take’home
including grilled pork loins, homemade
mac & cheese, mashed potatoes, herb-
rubbed chicken, made-in-house bbgq,
chicken salad deli salads & much more!

DINNERTO GO
A different full dinner every night.
Serves four serving Monday through
Saturday from 4:30 until we sell out —
Call ahead to reserve.

Monday: choose either:

Four chicken and Tour cheese enchiladas,
refried beans, monterey rice, homemade
tortilla chips, salsa, shredded lettuce,
tomatoes, sour cream.

Or...
24 buffalo wings or 2 lbs chicken
tenders and hand cut fries.
$21.95 serves four.

Tuesday.' Made in-house Italian sausage

lasagna and a large house salad.
$21.95 serves four

Wednesday: Chicken or steak pot pie
and a large salad.
$21.95 serves four

Thursday: Roasted meatloaf with
mashed potatoes, gravy and a large salad.
$21.95 serves four

Friday: Wild caught fried shrimp,
baked potatoes, hush puppies &
coleslaw.  $24.95 serves four

Saturday: In-house smoked bbq,
coleslaw, apple and bacon—bakeg
beans, and yeast rolls. $21.95 serves 4

Wl’ekni‘gbt Pizza Special:
Available Monday -Thursday 4:30 to close
16”NY style pizza with up to 5 to Bin s.
Comes with garlic bread & salad § 1.95

or
Baked Linguini: Meatballs, tomato
sauce & cheese. Comes with garlic
bread and salad $21.95
or
Baked Penne Pasta: Italian sausage,
onion, bacon and mushrooms in white

sauce. Comes with garlic bread & salad $21.95
WINE MARKET

Browse our Wine Spectator award-winning
selection of wines w/ the best pricing in town.
Run by a friendly & knowledgeable staff. Beer &
wine available by the glass while you dine & shop.

BUTCHER
We sell only 100% Premium Angus Beef, all
hand-cut in house, with the best pricing
around. See our Butcher ad for this week’s
prices. Then stop by the take-out case to
complete your dinner with twice baked
potatoes, salads and more!

SPECIALTY CHEESES
Dozens of cheeses, tapenades, olives and
specialty items to choose from including our
made in-house crackers.

BAKERY

Fresh loaves, baguettes, pastries, pies, layer and

specialty cakes. Everything made from scratch.

STORE OPENS MONDAY-

SATURDAY AT 7AM & SUNDAY AT 8AM

Corner of Fifth & Main, Highlands NC * (828) 526-2400 * Visit us online at www.mfgro.com
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cant structural damage to the building and
posed safety concerns for students. Origi-
nal estimates on the project predicted the
replacement would cost around $217,000.
After the project was bid, and then re-bid to
a licensed contractor, the total project price
tag was $248,999.

Macon County Superintendent Dr.
Chris Baldwin asked Macon Commission-
ers Gary Shields and Ronnie Beale, who
serve on the joint facilities review commit-
tee, to consider providing the school system
with an additional $31,828 to make up the
difference in the project.

Dr. Baldwin said that the checks for
the roof project have already been written
and the project is closed out, but to do so,
funds were taken out of the school system’s
capital outlay budget. The funds in the capi-
tal outlay budget had already been strictly
designated so without addition funds from
the county, the school system may have to
re-prioritize the capital outlay needs in the
district and eliminate projects.

The roof completion is a monumental
improvement for the school system and ac-
cording to Macon County Schools Auxiliary
Service Director Todd Gibbs, has already
withstood rain and weather. The roof has
a lifetime warranty on materials and a three-
year warranty on labor.

In addition to needing additional funds
for the Highlands gym roof, the school sys-
tem also asked commissioners to increase
the budgeted amount of the two percent
supplement for teachers and teacher assis-
tants.

Earlier this year, the school system
asked the county to increase the two pet-
cent supplement the county provides to
teachers and teacher assistants to $439,000
from the $430,621 that had been allocated
the last several years.

Macon County Manager Derek Ro-
land kept the school system’s supplement
amount at $430,621 because until this year,
the school system had not even used the full
$430,621 amount.

The annual supplement is based on
the base salary of teacher and teacher assis-
tants. With raises on the state level, the base
salary increased and to provide all teacher
and teacher assistants with a two percent
supplement, the school system would need

$454,000 this year.

In past years, after providing teachers
and teacher assistants with a supplement,
the school system had left over dollars that
were used to provide principals and assistant
principals with a supplement as well.

This year, the school system needs addi-
tional funds to make up the difference just to
provide teachers and teacher assistants with
a supplement. The supplement is provided
in December, and according to Dr. Baldwin,
the $23,415.13 was taken out of the district’s
general fund balance but the school system
would like the county to reimburse that cost.

Macon County Commissioner Ron-
nie Beale noted that county employees only
receive a one percent supplement and that
asking for additional funds from the county,
would be difficult for the county.

Commissioner Beale also asked Dr.
Baldwin if he had to choose where he would
like to see the funds go, either the supple-
ment or the capital outlay budget and how
the school system would best benefit from
additional funding, Dr. Baldwin said the
funds for capital outlay would be a higher
priority.

At the following Board of Commission
meeting, Tuesday, Dec. 14, Commissioner
Ronnie Beale asked his fellow board mem-
bers to approve the funds for the capital
outlay request for the Highlands gym roof.
The board approved the request and voted
to allocate dollars for the project out of
contingency funds.

Concerning the supplement, commis-
sioners elected to table funding the teacher
supplements u,til next month when the
County will do a midyear review of the
budget.

However, Commissioner Paul Hig-
don asked the board to reconsider the two
percent supplement all together. He noted
that while teacher and teacher assistants
are worthy, a different board, more than
10 years ago made the decision to give the
supplement and who to give it to and may-
be the board should reevaluate it. Commis-
sioner Higdon said that while teacher and
teacher assistants are important, they can’t
teach if the buildings are cold and dirty, so
maybe a school district-wide supplement
may be a better avenue to pursue.

Advertising in Highlands Newspaper and online at
www.highlandsinfo.com WORKS.
For information, call 828-200-1371 or email:
highlandseditor@aol.com
No one has to BUY the paper to see your ad!
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s HicHLANDS AREA EVENTS

First Mondays

* Shortoff Baptist Church
non-denominational Men’s
Meeting at 7 pm

Mondays

* The Food Pantry of High-
lands is located behind High-
lands United Methodist Church
and is open 3:30 p.m.— 5:30 p.m.
Donations may be dropped off
in the drop box at the Method-
ist Church (Monday to Thursday,
8 am.—4 p.m., and Friday, 8 a.m.
-2p.m.)

*At the Rec Park, High Car-
dio Zumba Fitness with Certi-
fied Instructor Tiffany Austin at
5:25 p.m.

Mon. & Wed.

* Zumba with Mary K. Bar-
bour at the Rec Park from noon
to |p. For more information, call
828.342.2498.

Mon.,Wed.,, Fri.

* Heart Healthy Exercise
Class 8:30am-9:30am at the Rec
Park.

* Aerobics with Tina Rogers
8-9a.

Mon. & Thurs.

*The Joy Program at HUMC
from 11:30a to 1:30p. Includes a
free lunch and a variety of pro-
grams and games. All seniors are
welcome. For more information,
call Tricia Smith at 828-338-8167.

Live via Satellite the National
Theatre of London’s ‘War Horse’

[ -V = -

The Highlands Performing Arts Center will present two screen-
ings of the National Theatre of London’s encore performance
of War Horse on Saturday, December 17 at Ipm and 7pm. A
triumph of theatricality — The Observer. Based on the novel by
Michael Morpurgo,War Horse is the powerful story of a young
boy called Albert and his beloved horse, Joey, who has been
requisitioned to fight for the British in World War |. Caught
in enemy crossfire, Joey ends up serving on both sides during
the war before landing in No Man’s Land, while Albert, not old
enough to enlist, embarks on a treacherous mission to find his
horse and bring him home.A remarkable tale of courage, loyalty
and friendship, War Horse features ground-breaking puppetry
work by South Africa’s Handspring Puppet Company, which
brings breathing and galloping horses to life on stage. Tickets
are available online: highlandspac.org, at the door or by calling
828.526.9047 Highlands Performing Arts Center, 507 Chestnut
Street, Highlands

Tuesdays

* FREE Community Table
Dinner at the Community Bldg.
at 6p.

* The Humanist Discussion
Group meets every Tuesday
morning from 10:30-11:30a in
the Meeting Room in the back of
Hudson Library,

2nd and 4th Tuesdays

*  OccupyWNC  meets
at the Jackson County Justice
Center. For more information,
visit www.occupywnc.org or call
828.331.1524

Third Tuesday

* The Macon County Poul-
try Club meets in Franklin on
the third Tuesday of each month
at 7pm. Meetings are open to the

public of all ages. The meetings
are held at the NC Cooperative
extension office located at 193
Thomas Heights rd. For informa-
tion call 828-369-3916.

* NAMI Support Group for
individuals dealing with mental
illness: depression, bipolar, schizo-
phrenia, etc.,and the family mem-
bers of individuals dealing with
these challenges from 7 — 8:15
pm. at First United Methodist
Church Out Reach Center on
West Main Street beside Bryant’s
Funnel Home. Call Donita for
more info (828) 526-9510.

| st Wednesdays

* Family Movies at the Hud-
son Library at 3:30pm. Call 828-
526-3031 for titles.

Tuesday and Thursdays

* Zumba with Connie at the
Rec Park 8:15 a.m. $5.

* Pickle ball from |1:30a to
Ip in the gym at the Rec Park.

3rd Wednesdays

* Recently released movies
at Hudson Library at 2pm. Call
828-526-3031 for titles.

Thursdays

* Storytime with Miss Dean-
na at Hudson Library 10:40 am.
Open to the public.

* Weight Watchers support
group meets every Thursday at 5
pm at Christ Church of the Val-
ley. Call Lisa 828-506-3555.

2nd Thursdays

» Sapphire Valley Needle-
point Guild meets at the High-

HCP Annual Holiday Program is toni

Once again the 50-voice Mountain Voices chorus will present songs from their Christmas
concert for the Highlands Cashiers Players’ annual Holiday Program of music, story, and
refreshments.This joyful event happens Thursday evening, December |5, at Highlands Performing
Arts Center, 507 Chestnut St. It begins at 7 p.m., is free to all and family-friendly.

“The LoudestVoice,” the story to be dramatized by HCP actors, is about Shirley,a young girl
chosen to be the narrator of her school’s Christmas pageant. Though mother is initially opposed
to her participation, she does such a great job that everyone, including Mom, is impressed. Sixth
grader Maddie Jolly plays the role of Shirley, Adair Simon narrates, Ken Knight plays the teacher,
Michael Lanzilotta, the father, Donna Cochran, the mother, and Sue Feldkamp, the neighbor Mrs.

Kornbluh.

The Mountain Voices will be singing Christmas songs, both sacred and popular, conducted
by founder of the group Beverly Barnett of Franklin and accompanied by pianist Aretha Brimmer.
This performance is especially poignant for Bev and The Voices as it is the last time Aretha will
be with them at the piano. She is moving to her former home in Florida. Not only is this lady a
superb pianist in her own right but also an amazingly talented accompanist.And on occasion she
dons a Swedish costume and accent and puts on a comedy routine reminiscent of Victor Borge
at the piano.A lady of many talents, she will be acutely missed as a dear friend as well.

The Players and co-sponsor, the Highlands Performing Arts Center, urge you to come on
out on Thursday evening, December |5, heedless of the wind and weather, to enjoy this celebration

of the season.

ght, Dec. 15

., A 1 L]
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lands Rec Park at 10 a.m.

3rd Thursdays

* Kidney Smart Classes in
Franklin: from 4:30-6pm, Angel
Medical Center, Video Confer-
ence Room, 3rd Floor; 120 Riv-
erview St. Contact Majestic 828-
369-9474

* Kidney Smart Classes in
Sylva: from, 7:30am-9am, DaVita
Sylva Dialysis Center, 655 Ashe-
ville Highway, Contact Sue 828-
631-0430

Friday-Tuesday

* Movies at Highlands Play-
house, 2, 5, 8 p.m. SUNDAYS, 2
& 5 ONLY.

Fridays

* Open Duplicate Bridge at
| p.m.Be seated by 12:45 a.m.

Third Fridays

*The Senior Dinners are
held the third Friday of each
month at 12 noon through April.

Saturdays

* At MountainTop Wine
Shoppe on Main Street, free
wine tastings from 1-3 p.m.

* At The Bascom, Pottery
Sale in the barn from [0a to 5p.

* Highlands Marketplace at
K-H Park 8a to noon.

* The Bascom Knitters at
The Bascom from 10 am until
noondownstairs in The Bascom
Library.

Thurs., Dec. 15

* The H-C Players welcome
in the Christmas season with
its annual Holiday program of
music and drama at 7 p.m. in
the Performing Arts Center.
Refreshments will follow down-
stairs.

Sat.,Dec. 16

* Join the Highlands Plateau
Audubon Society for this impor-
tant annual activity. The morning
begins at the Kelsey-Hutchinson
Founders Park in Highlands at
7:30 a.m. Binoculars and expert
guidance will be provided.A chili
lunch will be provided from 12
noon to 3 pm in the rear meet-
ing room of the Hudson Li-
brary in Highlands. Email Brock
Hutchins at brockhutchins@
bellsouth.net for more informa-
tion.

* The

High Mountain

Squares will host their “Christ-
mas Dance” Friday night at the
Macon County Community
Building, GA Road (441 South),
Franklin NC from 6:15 to 8:45
PM. Ace McGee from Anderson,
SC will be the caller. We dance
Western Style Square Dancing,
main/stream and plus levels. You
are in luck, new dancer lessons
will begin March 6th 2017, come
join us. Everyone is welcome.Vis-
it us on Facebook: High Moun-
tain quares. For information call
828-342-1560,  828-332-0001,
706-746-5426 or www.high-
mountainsquares.com

Sat.,Dec. 17

*The Highlands Plateau Gre-

enway will conduct a work day
from 9a — noon this Saturday. If
you're interested in participat-
ing, please email Ran Shaffner at
highlandsgreenway@nctv.com or
leave a message at 828-482-1451.
We'll meet at the large upper
parking lot (near the pool en-
trance) in the Recreation Park at
9a for a brief orientation session,
and you'll be furnished with the
necessary tools and safety equip-
ment.

* A benefit for the Smolarsky
Family at the Highlands Rec Park.
Pasta Buffect 4:30-6:30 p.m., Ben-
efit Auction 6:30-10 p.m. Raffle
prices. For more informations,
call 828-347-0345

Santa is waiting for you!

- ——— . [ ] o
Santa is ready to hear wishes in his hut in K-H Founders Park.
He will be there on Sat. Dec. |7 from 10a to 3p.It’s $5 per shot.

Skate through the holidays at the
town'’s ice rink at K-H Park

The Ice Rink at the K-H Founders Park is open Thurs.-Monday.
Thurs.: 1-8 p.m,, Fri. & Sat. |-10 p.m., Sun., |-5 p.m., Monday is
Ice Hockey ONLY from 5-8 p.m. The cost is $5 but includes
skates if you don’t have them.. Hot chocolate is also available.

Public invited to participate in
Audubon’s Annual
Christmas Bird Count

Decem- -
ber is a count |
month for |
Audubon. On |
Friday, De- |-
cember 16, i
members and |4
guests of the [~
Highlands Pla- |-

ranges to cli-
mate change
by 2050; an-
other 188
birds  could
lose half their
current range
by 2080. Like
the canary in

teau Audubon
Society will conduct its Christ-
mas Bird Count (CBC) which
entails counting all the local
birds they can find. This highly
social event is both enjoyable
and relevant to Audubon’s
mission of environmental and
wildlife conservation. Everyone
is invited to participate, mem-
ber or not.You do not have to
be an experienced birder to
join in. We will gather, rain or
shine, at the Kelsey-Hutchinson
Founders Park in Highlands at
7:30 a.m. We travel by car to
the bird count areas and no
hiking is required.

Every winter since 1900
the National Audubon Society
has sponsored the Christmas
Bird Count. Today, CBCs take
place across the U.S., Canada,
Latin America, and beyond.
The CBC mobilizes over 2400
counting  groups including
over 60,000 individuals whose
counts total upwards of 70
million birds. These yearly bird
counts become part of what is
one of the largest citizen sci-
ence databases in the world.

The  cumulative  bird
counts are being used to speci-
fy winter bird distributions and
the “climate space” in which
many of our bird species exist.
National Audubon has released
“The Audubon Report” focus-
ing on 588 North American
bird species and the likely im-
pact of rising temperatures. A
shocking 126 North Ameri-
can bird species are projected
to lose 50% of their existing

the mine, bird
data from the CBC are being
used to foretell our collective
future. This individual citizen’s
science initiative is central to
this larger ongoing effort.

Last year, a group of 22
counters fanned out in all
directions and saw or heard
1139 birds.The species count
was 38. These totals were
consistent with CBCs in years
past given the larger number
of observers this year. Some
species were present in abun-
dance: 384 Dark-eyed Junco
were sighted. Other multiple
sightings were made of the
American Robin (129),Ameri-
can Crow (112) and Carolina
Chickadee (68). Seventy-five
Wild Turkey, the bird Benjamin
Franklin praised, were seen.
Other notable sightings in-
clude the American Goldfinch
(51), Mallard (46), Northern
Cardinal (38), Tufted Titmouse
(29) and Song Sparrow (28).

Join the Highlands Pla-
teau Audubon Society for this
important annual activity. The
morning begins at the Kelsey-
Hutchinson Founders Park
in Highlands at 7:30 a.m. on
December the |6th. Binocu-
lars and expert guidance will
be provided. A chili lunch will
be provided from 12 noon
to 3 pm in the rear meeting
room of the Hudson Library
in Highlands. Email Brock
Hutchins at brockhutchins@
bellsouth.net for more infor-
mation or to join the effort.
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Shop Holiday Savings in Highlands!

AT

828-526-2665
442 Carolina Way

Christmas
shop with us!

New arrivals

in home decor,
CAROLINA WAy jewelry, gifts
° ° n r
Lighting and art
Lamp Shades | |wedn s 28
« Pottery ’
« Rugs ﬁ'w
« Pillows .
2 (abin coﬂtw‘cﬂ
Meridith’s Custom ?l.%eantgasly
Painting 526-3909

468 Carolina Way
(Between N. 4th & N.5th St.)

End
of

Season
SALE

5. 4th Street
526-4473

I Dir S

ATGHLANDS, NC

Check out this
Giftwrap station
from Chicwrap!

Great Gifts Available!
The Dry Sink  Main Street  Highlands, NC

HUGE SALE
at

JOLIE's

Highlands’
Fun Place To Shop!

All Ladies Clothing
20%-80% OFF

All Men'’s Clothing
50%0-80% OFF

Through
Dec. 31, 2016

466 Main Street
828-526-3963

@'ustomer'Appreciatio'n Sale! |

20% - 70% Off Entire Store

3

(Some exclusions apply)
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Come visit Peak Experience for
Fine American Handcrafts including
Pottery, Jewelry, Fun Gifts and More!

2820 DILLARD ROAD
HIGHLANDS,
NORTH CAROLINA
828-526-0229

Holiday
Sale!

Save up to
50% on
Fall Collections
407% on
Cashmere
Sweaters
75% on
Summer
Clearance

23 B,

A Highlands tradition since 1940
Our 76th season on Main Street

Monday-Saturday

828-526-3160




Shop Holiday Savings

MAKE YOUR

OWN

STATEMENT
WITH

YOUR OWN
DESIGNS!

ANTIQUES and FURNITURE

GARDEN
BOOKS -«

« GIFTS « KIDS
ART « JEWELRY

K
SWAN

233 North 4th Street
Highlands, NC 28741

828.526.2083
ckswan.com

Just down from
Old Edwards Inn & Spa

flappy
flolidags!

All Merchandise

is on SALE!
P

@ * Free People
ove ¢ BB Dakota
¢ Michael Stars
¢ CP Shades
& s THML
Bedstu

Diba

o Citizense AG
¢ Hudson
e Mother

355 Main Street
(in The Galax Theatre)

526-4660

B A EREEEERE SR
# Secret Santa #

% Headquarters! %

® Wallet friendly prices ‘*
" ® Uncommon & out-of-the-ordinary" i

gift selection X ‘*
® Complimentary wrapping

i

® Close and convenient location
® Santa Certified Staff

The Toy Store *
364 Main Street * Highlands
828-526-9415 &_

 Open Delly 10-5 &Sun. 125 5

#ln LR R R R

%*ﬁ*’&#ﬁ# e 3 X
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... VILLAGE continued from page 7

to them in a variety of ways by a
multitude of heavenly hosts.

In an effort to raise money
to help the Smolarsky family with
the overwhelming medical costs,
travel expenses, and income loss
that is associated with this illness, a
community based benefit has been
scheduled for December 17, 2016
from 4:30 -10 pm at the Highlands
Civic Center. A pasta buffet pre-
pared by Old Edwards Inn Chefs
Peter Wood and Chris Huerta will
be available 4:30-6:30pm at $7 a
plate. The buffet will include your
choice of pasta, salad, bread, des-
sert and a drink.

During the meal a cake walk
will also be taking place on the stage
in the Rec Park gym. Raffle tickets,
“It Takes a Village” t-shirts, brace-
lets, decals, cane planes, silent auc-
tion on cakes and face painting will
be available beginning at 4:30 pm.
Items that will be raffled are a 1991
Suzuki Samauri-donated by Cali’s
father Mark Smolarsky, a Nascar
style go-cart donated by Henry and
Marie Bowie, a Ruger Mark 111 .22
pistol donated by Reeves Hardware,
a 43 inch TV donated by Custom
Sound and Security and a $100
Exxon gas card donated by Farm-
er’s Market.

At 6:30 p.m a live auction will

begin on amazing items donated
by local businesses in the High-
lands, Cashiers and Franklin ar-
eas. Items that will be auctioned

include golf packages, local
restaurant gift certificates, room
packages, handmade quilt and
artwork, Biltmore House Get-
away, Orion Grill, Husqvarna
chain saw and many more great
items. All raffle prize winners
except the Suzuki will be drawn
at 9:30 pm. The Suzuki Samu-
rai raffle winner will be drawn
Feb. 31rd at the half-time of the
Highlands School Varsity boys’
basketball game.

A fund has also been cre-
ated at First Citizens Bank so
cash/check donations can also
be made to directly support
the family. Make them out to It
Takes a Village/Cali Smolarsky.
You may mail your conttibu-
tions to PO. Box 45 Highlands,
NC 28741.

You may follow Cali’s story
on the It Takes a Village face-
book page. The village is grow-
ing daily as Cali’s story is touch-
ing the hearts of many across
the country and also promoting
awareness that breast cancer can
impact anyone at any age.
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Matural Producks Store

Carrying a wide variety of

COREY JAMES GALLERY
Objects d’art and
Estate Consignments

=,
natural products for your Christmas ﬁ?/ N
Mind, Body & Home. Items & o
- Gifts
On the
NECTAR
Juice Bar 0;3ljd&
pring =g
Organic Fresh Juices & Smoothies (828) [{ff '
and Salads “On the Go!” 526-4818
526-5999
Located at 680 N. 4th. St., Highlands
Open Mon-Sat 10a to 5p
o

H.A.N.D.S.

and Lakeside Restaurant
Presents

Highlands Annual

Christmas
Pinner

Highlands Country Club

11:00 a.m. = 5:00 p.m,
Christmas Day, December 25

Charity fundraiser to
benefit local nonprofits.

Meuth-watering, troditienal Christmas buffet
featuring turkey, ham, tenderlain, oll the
fixin's and magnificent desserts prepared by
Highlands finest voluntesr waff

Adults 545
Children under 12 $15
Kids 5 and under eat free.

Seating by reservation only. 4
To reserve, call 828-526-9419 1

...GARBAGE continued from page 1

be researched and several options would be
reviewed to come to a resolution going for-
ward.

Following an audit of the Sanitation
Fund — including a look at services and fees
— was done it was determined that commer-
cial customers were not being charged the
correct amounts for the service they were
receiving, The results of the audit were pre-
sented to the Board at the October board
meeting; but still the board wanted to con-
tinue to work on options.

At the Dec. 8 Town Board meeting the
issue was finally resolved.

Nix and Town Finance Director Rebec-
ca Shuler met with the Public Works Com-
mittee and Mayor Pro Tempore Amy Patter-
son on two occasions to work on the issue.

After rewriting the fee schedule and in-
corporating definitions for the size of pick-
ups, a user friendly rate schedule would was
adopted.

“This represents a better defined fee
schedule,” said Acting Town Manager Nix.
“It better defines customers who fall in vari-
ous categories. We audited customers and in
several cases we were not charging correctly
according to our own existing fee schedule.”

Nix said the town would send out no-
tices alerting customers to the change and
suggested the first billing cycle with the fees
correctly applied go out at the end of Janu-
ary.

Commissioner Donnie Calloway sug-
gested tabling the matter until the new Town
Manager was on board so he could look it
all over and decide; but Commissioner Eric
Pierson and Acting Town Manager as well as
the rest of the board said it’s just a matter of
using the fee schedule in existence by apply-
ing it correctly.

Commissioner Pierson, who has been
working with staff on the issue, said this
doesn’t represent a change in the fee sched-
ule; instead it represents a needed change in

its correct application.

“We basically cleaned up what we have.
The figures were way out of whack from
what we should have being charging for the
services we were supplying,” he said.

It’s all about realigning current billing to
reflect the current level of service,

“The rates that will now be applied
haven’t changed one penny,” said Nix. “The
only charge that has increased is for the tot-
ers; the 6-yard and 8-yard dumpster charge

Charges for those in the small, medium
and large categories will now be billed as fol-
lows:

Definitions

Small ~ 1 to 2 cans or 1 to 2 toters of
shared 6yd dumpster with professional or
retail business and less than 3 pickups pet
week for dumpster. Typically non-food re-
lated.

Medium ~ 3 or morte cans or 3 or more
toters with 3 or more pickups per week. A
dumpster not shared with other businesses
typically involves food (retail or restaurant),
lodging and convenience stores.

Large ~ 1 or more dumpsters not
shared. 3 or more toters with pick up 5 ot
more times per week or greater than 6 pick-
ups per week on any number of cans. Typi-
cally involves food retail, restaurants and
high volume retail.

Small 1 to 2 pickups § 57.25; 3 to 5
pickups $§ 117.25; 6 to 7 pickups $ 157.25

Medium 1 to 2 pickups § 74.50; 3 to 5
pickups $ 134.50; 6 to 7 pickups § 174.50

Large 1 to 2 pickups § 109; 3 to 5 pick-
ups $ 169; 6 to 7 pickups § 2 09.

Though there will likely be some sticker
shock at the next billing cycle, in Highlands
defense, other service providers only pro-
vide service Monday through Friday and the
town’s commercial rates, in regard to dump-
ster rentals, are significantly less than other
providers.

— Kim Lewicki

e TownN BoARD TIDBITS ®

Besides unanimously voting to hire Josh Ward as Town Manager the other Closed Ses-
sion business at the Thurs., Dec. 8 Town Board meeting involved the Shearl vs. Town of

Highlands case.

After battling in court for years, the town learned a few months ago, that the Judge
Letts had ruled in John Shearl’s favor but the town was waiting for the final word from the
judge. So, Thursday night, the board finalized a court settlement agreement in the Shearl

case.

“I have signed the agreement which is now in the hands of our attorney,” said Mayor

Pat Taylor. “The vote was unanimous.”

Attorney Coward is meeting with the judge this week and once the judge signs the
agreement it will be an official court ruling in the case.

“We will then be happy to give a copy of the agreement to the press, or a copy can be
obtained at the Macon County Clerk of Superior Courts office. I will be available to make a
statement and answer questions after the judge issues his official ruling,” said Mayor Taylor.
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HOLIDAY

A HUGE thank you to the Booster Club for organizing the 5th Quarter Event with Highlands
School guests from Dalton, GA last Friday evening. All the athletes played hard and then en-
joyed over 200 slices of pizza! Bellies were filled and so were hearts.

“*MOUNTAIN FRESH GROCERY

ROASTED TURKEY, 12-14l1b $49.00
HONEY SPICED HAM $49.00
PRIME RIB, COOKED

MEDIUM RARE $19.95 /18
(5 POUND MINIMUM)

HS Booster Club comes through for
5th Quarter Event for student athletes

AVAILABLE FROM THE TAKE-OUT SECTION:
CRAB CAKES WITH WHOLE GRAIN

MUSTARD SAUCE $5.99 /cach
MASHED POTATOES $4.95/.8
STOLLEN BREAD $19.95/cach
BRAISED ASPARAGUS $12/L8
POTATO YEAST ROLLS $4.95 for 6
Raffle Tickets benefiting HEC Fuel Fund HOMEMADE GRAVY $12/quart
$1.00 each or é for $5.00 BEER BRAISED COLLARDS $14/quart
Pick up your tickets at BLACK EYED PEAS WITH
The Highlands Rec Center, HAM HOCK

The Highlands Emergency Council,
Wilson Gas, or
First Presbyterian Church
Raffle will take place at the Easter Senior Dinner in April
at the Highlands Recreation Center

PLUS BUTTERNUT SQUASH
SOUP, PIES, CAKES, AND
DOZENS OF OTHER ITEMS
FROM OUR TAKE-OUT SECTION.

MONDAY THROUGH SATURDAY
7AM TO 8PM
SUNDAY 8AM TO 6PM

CORNER OF FIFTH & MAIN, HIGHLANDS NC - 828.526.2400

Raffle Benefiting The Highlands Emergency Council
Vintage hand appliqued quills given by the Cason Calloway

tamily of Highlands and Atlanta.
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330 Dillard Road
Behind
Highlands Decorating Center]
828-526-4192

Complete Hair Care
including
Hair Extensions

Massage Therapy
Hand & Foot Treatments
Body Treatments

Facials
including
MicroPhototherapy
MicroCurrent
Anti-Aging Celluma Panel

Personal Training
with Justin

Manicures
& Pedicures

Special Packages
to pamper you or
someone special

Take a deep breath,
exhale slowly.
At Taylor Barnes Salon
& Spa you are

a little closer to serenity!

e BusiNESS/ ORGANIZATION NEWS ®

By Kurt Volkerks
t's perhaps Macon County’s
Ibest kept secret. You've cer-
tainly seen the signs signaling
the Smoky Mountain Visitor Cen-

Macon County’s best kept secret

ter and Rest Area along the Geot-
gia Road just south of downtown
Franklin.

But when’s the last time you
actually stopped there and went

Therapy

Dr. Joseph H. Wilbanks, D.D.S.
278 East Doyle St.  Toccoa, GA

COMPLETE DENTAL CARE UNDER ONE ROOF.

e Dental Implants e Root Canal

o SINGLE VISIT CROWNS!

e Orthodontics including Invisalign
e Wisdom Teeth Extractions
and of course Fillings and Cleanings.
(1V Sedation, too)

You are only 50 miles away from 30 years experience in top-
notch, high-tech, one-stop dentistry known for its gentle touch.

706-886-9439 ¢ 800-884-9439

www.WilbanksSmileCenter.com

S — —

WILBANKS SMILE.CENTER

aep e tea

your Face
for the
Holidays!

Todoy's Liquid Lift
combining Botox,
Joluma & Juvederm
specifically

for you.

Robert T. Buchanan, MD, B

209 Hospital Dr., Svite 202
Free: 8/7-52

Center for Blastic Surge

ified
., Highland

stic
.C. 287
4

inside?  Unless you’re a tourist,
probably rarely or never. You have
a surprise waiting for you.

Smoky Mountain Host of
North Carolina opened its doors
to the public in October 1987.
“Our function is to promote travel
and tourism in Cherokee, Clay,
Graham, Haywood, Jackson, Ma-
con, and Swain Counties, along
with the Cherokee Indian Reserva-
tion,” says an enthusiastic Martha
Messer, Manager of Visitor Ser-
vices and Administrative Support.

Located at 4437 Georgia
Road, the Center offers a variety
of informative brochures, books,
DVDs, CDs, crafts from local arti-
sans, and a host of other gift items
from their extensive gift shop col-
lection.

“Whether you're interested in
fishing some of the most pristine
waters in the East, exploring our
many waterfalls, or hiking to the

JE W
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Tuxedo and
Men's Formal Wear Rental

P
'The Exchange

for Men

322 Main St. & Oak St.
526-5029 or 526-1029

top of one of our lush moun-
tains with your family, we’ll help
you get there,” adds Messer.

When you enter the facility,
your senses are heightened by the
aromas of locally roasted Tribal
Grounds coffee that can be pur-
chased by the cup or bag. Add
to that the tantalizing scents of
pottery candles crafted by a lo-
cal Cherokee Indian known as
“Walking Bear” and you’ll want
to linger awhile.

“Our gift shop also car-
ries jewelry crafted by local arti-
sans, books, puzzles, wine bottle
lamps, and a variety of T-shirts
and jackets,” Messer says, “and
on weekends during the year,
we have live entertainment from
local musicians, just another ex-
ample of that down home feeling
you experience when you visit.”

FEach year Smoky Mountain
Host publishes their annual Trav-
el Guide in which visitors can
chart their personal adventure
in any of North Carolina’s seven
“We av-
erage nearly 80,000 visitors at

southwestern counties.

our center each year and are very
pleased with the feedback we’ve
received from our patrons re-
garding the quality, cost, and va-
riety of items we carry in our gift
shop,” Messer remarks.

Information on the Visitor
Center is also available on various
social media including Facebook.
com/SmokyMountainHost,
Twitter@VisitSmokies,  Pinter-
est.com/ VisitSmokies, and You-
Tube.com/user/SmokyMoun-
tainHost.

So whether youre a tourist,
a local, or just curious, do your-
self a favor and stop by Smoky
Mountain Host for a visit with
Messer and her staff.  Who
knows, you may just find that
something special for yourself, a
friend, or a loved one at Macon
County’s best kept secret.
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Highlands School students grades K-8 ring in the holidays with song

Mrs. Dooley’s kindergarten class gets ready to perform in the Chrlstmas concert.

First PrESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF HIGHLANDS

Cordially invites you to a Christmas Season filled with
Meditation, Music, and Canﬂbﬁgﬁt

Lessons & CAROLS -
Sunpay, DECEMBER 13, 2015
AT 11200 A.M.

with guest musicians
. Linda Lancaster, flutist, Emily Scheider, oboist
and Valerie Whiteup, harpist,

CHRisTMAS LUNCHEON
Sunpay, DECEMBER 18 2018
" Immediately following
‘the 11:00 a.m. service

HicaLAanDS-CASHIERS
CHiLpreN'S CHOIR CONCERT
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 18 2016 AT 3130 P.M.
Conducied by Les Scott

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 24, 2018
Curistmas Eve CANDLELIGHT &
CoMMUNION SERVICE
4:30 p.m. Harp Prelude
Valerie Whitcup, harpist
Candlelight & Communion Service
designed for the entire family at 5:00 p.m.
Homily by Rev. Dr. Curtis Fussell

471 Main Street, PO Box 548, Highlands, NC 28741
828-526-3175 Fax: 828-526-0784
e-mail: fpch@frontier.com
Visit us on the web at www.fpchighlands.org

Grades K-8 performed before a packed house at the annual Christmas Concert at the
school on Thursday, Dec. 8.

Kindergarten-2nd grades performed:“Christmas Bells are Ringing,” “Snowflake, Snowflake”
and "Let’s Build a Gingerbread House.”

Grades 3-5 sang “Christmastime is Here” from Charlie Brown’s Christmas,“Winter Holi-
day,” a partner song with Jingle Bells and “No School Tomorrow if it Snows.”

Middle School students sang “Ding Dong Merrily on High,” a 16th century French Carol,
“Beautiful December;” a contemporary piece and “Rockin’ Around the Christmas Tree,’the ‘50’s
classic.

Students began rehearsing with Highlands School Music Teacher Marcia Franklin around
Halloween. Students in K-5 had practice 1-2 times a week and students 6-8 practiced every
other school day.

3645 Cashiers Road =

Highlands, NC 28741
828-526-4685 ph * www.CBChighlands.com
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birth @( our Savior at £
Highlands -
| United Methodist Church |
. Christmas Eve
Worship Services
5:00 pm: Communion/Family-Friendly
;. Candlelight Service
7-8 pm: Drop-in Communion
11:00 pm: Candlelight Service -
.
|
L Pastor Randy Lucas
b Assistant Pastor Jennifer Forrester
- - 315 Main Street / (828) 526-3376
e highlandsumc@icloud.com

20

]

T
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AT INCARNATION
Sunday, December 18 Advent 4

S:00am Sunday School
1k30am Holy Eucharist Rite 1 in the Church
Greening of the Church after the 10:30 service

Saturday, December 24 Christmas Eve
5:30pm Family Liturgy Holy Eucharist Rite 11 in the Church
10:30pm Holy Eucharist Christmas music and carols
L1:00pm Holy Eucharist in the Chapel

Sunday, December 25 Christmas Day
10:00kam Holy Fucharist Rite 1T in the Chapel

8:00am services will resume in the Spring

Pt
L

Episcopal Church of the Incarnation
520 Main Street, Highlands, NC « (828) 526-2968

Seeing Christmas Inside & Out

By Deni Shepard

t's amazing to think that out
Iof all wotld celebrations,

Christmas is known and cel-
ebrated worldwide. Every na-
tion on earth takes time out to
reflect upon this one day known
as Christmas. Even in times of
war the fighting can stop for just
this single day. This one day, faith
seems realized but not totally un-
derstood.

We all seem to shate and take
part in this celebration to some
degree whether you believe or
disbelieve, or are somewhere in
the middle of being unsure, and
have questions of uncertainty.

This Christmas celebration
is mainly the joy and excitement
of being with friends and family
and the exchange of toys, gifts
and time spent with the ones we
love and care for. The excitement
of preparation in decorating, bak-
ing, buying, all adds momentum
to the Christmas season. All the
externalizing of this holiday can
get a bit overwhelming but it all
seems worth all the time, effort

Z4 E.-MAINST.-

and energy that’s put into it. Its
the biggest celebration our world
shares together as one.

Within the internal quictness
of our hearts, Christmas can take
a different perspective. We seem
to view more closely our relation-
ships of the past and present in
hopes that somehow our future
relationships grow more com-
plete and meaningful as we grow
older. More importantly than this,
whether realized or not, there’s
a tugging, so to speak, within the
human soul for the spiritual side
that’s within each of us. This tug
of heart, if it doesn’t fade from
neglect, has a place which is made
by and only for God. As Augustine
has stated, “Thou hast formed us
for Thyself, and our hearts are rest-
less till they find rest in Thee.” Just
like Ebeneezer Scrooge, Christmas
seems to excite the external physi-
cal side, but it’s true place is felt in-
ternally. Christmas seems to draw
us into questioning of what it is
that makes us grateful in life, what
it is inside our hearts that seems in-
complete and elusive and in search

am_r[mm:
TUXEDOS
FORMAL WEAR

FRANKLIN,.NC

828-369-7300

of something that seems hard to
find. That thing that can only be
found within our relationship to
the One who relates with each of
us in being born, and shared life
with us, knows our pain, laughter,
disappointment, and the good
and bad of life. He did this to the
point of suffering death on our
behalf, so we can relate with Him,
and Him with us.

This is why all the earth sings
as one, “Joy to the World a Sav-
ior is born.” This is the one true
gift that came for us, but as in
the Christmas story, there was no
room in the Inn for Him to be
born.

This Christmas may we all
make room for Him to begin a
new life within each of us. This
is the free gift only He can give
and it only takes a willing heart to
receive it.

Merry Christmas!

Highlands
Rotary learns
about wine

Andrea Schmitt, owner of
Meritage Restaurant introduced
David Cohen, a second genera-
tion wine maker who spoke on
“Bordeaux Blends around the
World.”

A Bordeaux Blend red wine
is any combination of those
grape varieties typically used to
make the red wines of Bordeaux.
It’s equivalent in the United
States is Meritage (merit-heri-
tage) a red and white Bordeaux-
style wine without infringing on
the Bordeaux (France) region’s
legally protected designation of
origin. These blends are known
for their powerful structure and
deep flavors. With “red-blends”
each winery has the opportunity
to be creative and experiment
with unique tastes.

Grapevine Wine vintners
often buy up all of the grapes in
certain villages around the world
for blending the Bordeauxs, thus
helping the economy of the lo-
cal people. A sampling of the red
wines was enjoyed by members
of Rotary Club of Highlands af-
ter their weekly meeting,



Black Babies Lives Matter

By Pastor Steve Kerhoulas
Christ Church of the Valley
Cashiers
y wife and I had the great pleasure of flying to
l \ / I Boston recently to be a part of one of our sons’
ordination. We had a couple of hours before
the service began so we headed off for a time of window-
shopping. I'm glad it’s free because everything on Beacon
Street costs a lot.

As we were making our way up and down we passed
two churches. It was good to see people piling out after
the morning service had ended. Nothing thrills a preacher
more than seeing a bunch of churchgoers.

What drew my attention was the advertising for “Black
Lives Matter.” In fact, on one of them was a large flag with
the same words, “Black Lives Matter.”

After we returned home I thought about those two
Yes, black lives do mattet. When I
was in college I read something about the need for food in
one of the states so I raised money for the NAACP’s feed
the hungry program.

churches and the signs.

In seminary I worked in the inner city of Newark, NJ.
I served as a house parent, worked in a prison for boys. 1
saw first hand the deplorable conditions of education, and
the dilapidated homes. The inner city is a terrible place in
which to live. It was heart wrenching. So I know that black
lives matter. They do, and should matter to all of us.

But what ran through my mind was this, “Why don’t
black babies’ lives matter much?” Why doesn’t it matter
that 500% more black babies are torn apart, or poisoned in
the womb than whites? Why doesn’t it matter that 80% of
abortions performed by Planned Parenthood, are black?
If we think black lives matter why isn’t Margaret Sanger
vilified? Why aren’t more of us upset?

When Sanger started Planned Parenthood she wrote
to a friend, “We don’t want word to go out that we want
to exterminate the Negro population and the minister
(preacher) is the man who can straighten out that idea if it
ever occurs.” The minister?

And so I wondered to myself, “ How many ministers
in Boston give a d**n about the lives of Black babies?” 1
hope they all do! I asked myself, “Why don’t black babies
lives matter to Jessie, or Al?”

Hey, why care about any black life when the most de-
fenseless is carved up and their body parts sold by Planned
Parenthood? Why don’t more people care about black
babies? Because, when you think about it,

“all lives matter!”

It’s crazy what some of us think about after witnessing
their son’s ordination and walking around Beacon Street.
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Proverbs 3:5

e P acEs 1o WORSHIP ®

John 3:16

BLUE VALLEY BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Oliver Rice, Pastor (706) 782-3965
Sundays: School:10 a.m.,Worship:| |
Sunday night services every 2nd & 4th Sunday at 7
Wednesdays: Mid-week prayer meeting:7 p.m.
BUCK CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH
828-269-3546 * Rev. Jamie Passmore, Pastor
Sundays: School:10 a.m.;Worship:| |
CHAPEL OF SKY VALLEY
Sky Valley, GA « 706-746-2999
Sundays: 10 a.m.:Worship
Holy Communion |st Sunday of the month
Wednesdays: 9 a.m. Healing and Prayer w/Communion
CHRIST ANGLICAN CHURCH
Rector: Jim Murphy, 252-671-401 |
464 US Hwy 64 east, Cashiers
Sun.; 9:30a Sunday School; 10:30a Worship w/ Music
Mon.: Bible Study & Supper at homes - 6 p.m.
CHRIST CHURCH OF THE VALLEY, CASHIERS
Pastor Steve Kerhoulas * 743-5470
Sun.10:45am, S.S 9:30am.Wed. 6pm supper and teaching.
Tues. Guys study 8am, Gals |10am.
CLEAR CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Jim Kinard
Sundays: School: 10 a.m.;Worship:| la.m.

I'st & 3rd Sunday night Service: 7.p.m.
Wednesdays —Supper at 6 p.m.
COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH
www.cbchighlands.com ¢ 526-4685
3645 Cashiers Rd, Highlands, NC
Senior Pastor Gary Hewins
Sun.: 9:30am: Sunday School
10:30am: Middle & High School; 10:45am: Child. Program,
10: 45am:Worship Service
Wed.: 5pm Dinner ($7 adult, $2 child), 6pm CBC U.
EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF THE INCARNATION
The Rev. Dr. Maurice L. Goldsmith, Interim Rector
526-2968
Sundays: Education and choir rehearsal, 9 am,

Holy Eucharist Rite Il, (sanctuary),10:30, nursery available
Thursdays: Holy Eucharist Rite II.

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH HIGHLANDS
828-526-4153 » www.fbchighlands.org
Dr. Mark Ford, Pastor
220 Main Street, Highlands NC 28741
Sun.:Worship 10:45 am; Sun.: Bible Study 9:30 am
Wed.: Men’s Bible Study 8:30 am; Prayer Mtg 6:15 pm;
Choir 5 pm
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Curtis Fussell & Emily Wilmarth, pastors
526-3175 « fpchighlands.org
Sun.:Worship: I | a.m.; School: 9:30
Mondays: 8 a.m.:Men’s Prayer Group & Breakfast
Wednesdays:Choir:5:30p
GOLDMINE BAPTIST CHURCH
(Off Franklin/Highlands Rd)

Sunday School:10 am,Worship Service:l | am
GRACE COMMUNITY CHURCH OF CASHIERS
Non-Denominational-Contemporary Worship
242 Hwy 107N, /4 miles from Crossroads in Cashiers
www.gracecashiers.com ¢ Pastor Steve Doerter: 743-9814
Services: Sundays |0am - Wed. - 7pm; Dinner - Wed. 6pm
HAMBURG BAPTIST CHURCH
Hwy 107N. « Glenville, Nc * 743-2729
Pastor Nathan Johnson
Sunday: School 9:45a,Worship | la & 7p, Bible Study 6p

Wed. Kidsquest 6p.;Worship 7p.
HIGHLANDS ASSEMBLY OF GOD
Randy Reed, Pastor828-421-9172 « 165 S. Sixth Street
Sundays:Worship:| |
HIGHLANDS CENTRAL BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Dan Robinson
670 N. 4th Street (next to the Highlands Civic Center)
Sun.: Morning Worship 10:45 a., Evening Worship, 6:30 p.
Wednesday: Prayer Service, 6:30 p.
HIGHLANDS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Pastor Randy Lucas 526-3376
Sun: School 9:45a.;Worship 9:09,10:50.;Youth 5:30 p.
Wed: Supper: 5:15; youth, & adults activities: 6; Handbell
rehearsal, 6:15; Choir Rehearsal 7. (nursery provided ); 7pm
Intercessory Prayer Ministry
HOLY FAMILY LUTHERAN CHURCH ELCA
Chaplain Margaret Howell * 2152 Dillard Road * 526-974|
Sun: School and Adult discussion group 9:30 a.m.;
Worship/Communion:10:30
HEALING SERVICE on the 5th Sunday of the month.
MACEDONIA BAPTIST CHURCH
8 miles south of Highlands on N.C.28 S in Satolah
Pastor Troy Nicholson, (828) 526-8425
Sundays: School:10 a.m.;Worship:| |, Choir:6 p.m.
Wed: Bible Study and Youth Mtg.:7 p.m.
MOUNTAIN SYNAGOGUE
at St. Cyprian’s Episcopal Church, Franklin
828-524-9463
MOUNTAIN BIBLE CHURCH
743-2583 * Independent Bible Church
Sun:10:30 a.m. at Big Ridge Baptist Church,

4224 Big Ridge Road (4.5 miles from NC 107)
Weds: Bible Study 6:30 p.m.;Youth Group 6 p.m.
OUR LADY OF THE MOUNTAINS CATHOLIC
CHURCH
Parish office (Father Francis): 526-2418
Mass: Sun: | | a.m.; Sat. at 4p
SCALY MOUNTAIN BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Marty Kilby
Sundays: School —10 a.m.;Worship —I | am. & 7
Wednesdays: Prayer Mtg.:7 p.m.

SCALY MOUNTAIN CHURCH OF GOD
290 Buck Knob Road; Pastor Jerry David Hall « 526-3212
Sun.: School:10 a.m.;Worship:10:45 a.m.;Worship: 6 p.m.
SHORTOFF BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Rev.Andy Cloer
Sundays: School: 10 a.m.;Worship:I | a.m.
Wednesdays: Prayer & Bible Study:6 p.m.

THE CHURCH OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD
1448 Highway 107 South, Office: 743-2359
Rev. Rob Wood
Oct-May: Sunday Services: Rite |, 8a Rite Il, 10:30
June-Sept: Sunday Services: Rite |, 8a, Rite II, 9:15 & | la
Nursery available for Rite Il services
Sept 6-Oct 25-Informal Evening Eucharist-5:30 p.m.
Thursday: Noon Healing Service with Eucharist.
LITTLE CHURCH INTHEWILDWOOD
Beginning Memorial Day weekend
Horse Cove - Kay Ward 743-5009
Old-Fashion hymn-sing Sunday 7-8p.
UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST FELLOWSHIP
85 Sierra Drive » 828-524-6777
Sunday Worship - | | a.m.
WHITESIDE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Rev. Sam Forrester/Cashiers
Sunday School:10 am,Worship Service:| | am
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Zachary Lawn Care
1 xf"?K%;ﬁ
Aty 2

Locally owned and operated.
828-200-4213 « TKgrant@frontier.com

Cowboy’s
Chimney Repair
Caps e Stone e Brick

Owner: Kenny Mitchell
Call (828) 200-3390 =<

Card Processing for
Retail — Restaurants — Mobile

Local References
Highlands Office * (828) 482-9309

“"“ 5 BN

lt’.tﬂlsll-

Loma Linda g
% Farm &' k&

Dog Boarding = Day Care
Pastoral Parks
In Home and Leash-free
Ladging in the lap of luxury. |
(828) 421-7922
Highlands, NC :
lomalindafarm@gmail.com &
www.lomalindafanm.com

* Grading
* Excavating
* Driveways
* Build sites
* Hauling
e Septic Systems
Edwin Wilson
Cell (828) 421-3643

Office/fax (828) 526-4758
wilsongrading@yahoo.com

m@@

e Pressure Washing
e Interior / Exterior
e Residential / Commercial

Fully Insured @ References Available

Calillose]Rizeklat[828233221311

Allan Dearth & Sons

Generator
Sales & Service, Inc.

828-526-9325
Cell: 828-200-1139

email: allandearth@msn.com

5 new log cabins
nestled in the

phe base of Whiteside
Mountain.

800-805-3558 » 828-526-2222

CHESTNUT T@R@%@E
Storage Units Available [

Secure 24 Hour Access
Easy In - Easy Out
Great Rates - Great Terms
Call today to find out why we’re
“Highland’s Premier Facility”

828-482-1045

Look for our sign!
10890 Buck Creek Rd. - 1/2 mile off Cashiers Rd near the hospital

Viva Wellness

Stimulating Natural Healing
Live Pain Free with
Healthy CBD+» Hemp 0Oil

Call 828-526-1566 for details

Dr. Kit Barker, PhD, Cellular Biology
5 Cottage Row » U.S. 64 East

Serwing WNC & NE Georgia since 2002

LAPSECO
EX[IMH\TING

Excavating
Hydroseeding
Underground Utilities
Land Clearing 3 i
Water Falls

Pavestone Driveways &
Parking Areas

Engineered Segmental
: Blnclr. Hetnmmg Walls

828-369-0436 OR 828 42I 0067

Larry Houston
Rock Work

Walls e Fireplaces e Patios e Piers
All Rock Work e Stucco

(828) 526-4138 or (828) 200-3551

Highlands Automotive

Service 7w - NC
& L d. © Inspection
an'. NELT

Repair

828-II'7_;$-‘;-;2',;0 2

2851 Cashiers Road ¢ highlandsautomeotive.com
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FIRE REPORTS *

The Highlands Police log entries from Dec. 3 Only
the names of persons arrested, issued a Class-3 misde-
meanor or public officials have been used.

Dec.3

¢ At 6:44 a.m., officers were called to a motel on

Main Street where a man, aged 77, had died in his sleep.

Dec. 6

* At 2:30 p.m,, officers were called about a simple
physical assault where a woman made a verbal threat to
the owner of Bake My Day in Wright Square.

Dec.7

* At | 1:10 a.m.,, officers reported to a breaking and
entering with larceny from a residence on Oak Lane
where numerous household items, including Christmas
decorations and tools, and decorative items valued at
around $4,000 were taken.

The Highlands Fire & Rescue Dept. log from
Dec.5.

Dec.5

* The dept. responded to a medical alarm at a resi-
dence on Talley Lane.The dept. was first-responders.

Dec.7

* The dept. responded to a call of smoke in the
vicinity of Bowery Road.

* The dept. stood by at the hospital for the MAMA
helicopter.

* The dept. responded to a call of smoke on Lower
Brushy Face.

* The dept. was first-responders to a medical alarm
at a residence on Zachary Road.

American
Upholstery & Fabric
Outlet

* Residential or
Commercial

* Over 40 Years
Experience

» Fast and
Dependable
* FREE Estimates
* FREE Pick-up and
Delivery

102 S. College Street « Walhalla, SC 29691
(Owners: Morris & Rachel Bible)

(864) 638-9661 cell: (864) 710-9106

Dec.8

* The dept. responded to a fire alarm at a residence
on Sunset Trace.

Dec.9

* The dept. responded to a fire alarm at a residence
on Horse Cove Road.

* The dept. responderd to a residence on Hospital
Drive.

* The dept. stoodby at Zachary Field for the MAMA
helicopter.

Dec. 10

* Twice on the same day the dept. responded to a
fire alarm at a residence on Happoldt Drive.

* The dept. was first-responders to a residence on
Hemlock Farms.

* The dept. was first-responders to a residence on
Sky Lake Drive.

* The dept. stoodby at Zachary Field for the MAMA
helicopter.

Dec. 11

* The dept. was first-responders to a residence on
Panther Mountain.

* The dept. was first-responders to a residence on
Harris Drive.

* The dept. responded to a fire alarm on Church
Street.

Notes:

* Highlands Burning Ban has been rescinded.

* The Highlands Fire & Rescue Dept. would like to
remind residents to use caution when cleaning out fire-
places.Ashes should be placed in metal buckets, watered
down and placed away from any structures.
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In Highlandeven heirs
get Christmas gifts!

This Christmas tree for the birds created by the Incarnation
Garden Committee and its ladder helpers.
— Photo by Helen Moore

e BusINESsS/ ORGANIZATION NEwWsS e

Rotary welcomes descendents of Lawrence Wood Robert Jr.

From left: Birney Robert, daughter of Lawrence Wood (Chip)
Robert, Jr., Lawrence Wood (Chip) Robert IV, and Susan Rob-
ert (Mrs. LW.Robert, IV)

The sweeping accomplishments of Lawrence Wood
(Chip) Robert Jr. who was known by such titles as “Roos-
evelt’s right hand man,” “the power broker of Washington,”
“Mr. Georgia Tech” and “the South’s Greatest Industrialist”
were highlighted in Susan Robert’s presentation at the Rotary
Club of Highlands on November 29.

Chip Robert was born in 1887 in Monticello, GA. He
often called himself “just a simple southern country boy,” but
there was nothing simple about him. He entered Georgia Tech
at |6 and earned the highest grade point average of any stu-
dent. He received 15 athletic letters and captained the foot-
ball, track, and baseball teams.

After graduating with degrees in civil engineering and
experimental engineering he went on to found Robert and
Company, architects and engineers in 1917. From then until
his death in 1976, Georgia Tech remained a constant in his
life. His generous involvements in his alma mater are too nu-
merous to list, but his name and that of Georgia Tech were
inseparable.
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ITEMS FOR SALE
SEBO UPRIGHT VACUUM
great quality, made in Germany, hardly

used. Originally $800, sell for $275.

828-482-2380. (12/15)

MAHOGANY DINING TA-
BLE W/6 CHAIRS - $350, OBO, 828
526-4818. (st. 8/4)

MAYTAG GAS DRYER
Office furniture by Cashiers Custom
Furniture. 2 desks, bookcase, file cabi-
net. Call 828-226-2083. (st. 7/28)

KOBALT DIAMOND SHIELD
REGULAR TRUCK BED TOOL-
BOX. Deep
17”x69”x19” fits most full size trucks
OBO. Call Frank in Scaly Mountain 828-

100.

low profile full size.

526-1953.(st.5/11)
HELP WANTED
MOUNTIN FRESH GROCERY
IS HIRING FOR FULL-TIME posi-
tions in the Deli. Please come in person
to 52| East Main Street in Highlands to
apply, or call 828-526-2400.
PIANISTWANTED FOR SUN-
DAY SERVICES AT HOLY FAMILY
LUTHERAN CHURCH, HIGH-
LANDS. One service per week, easy
liturgy and 3 hymns, piano only. No
choir; so no extra rehearsals. (keyboard
available). $85 per week. Please contact
Pastor Margaret Howell at 704-516-7893.
Students welcome! (st. 12/1)
EXPERIENCED ELECTRI-

Larry Rogers

Backhoe ¢ Utilities
(828) 526-2874

Construction Company, Inc.

Excavating * Grading * Trucking Trackhoe _:

[Flev@ Yo [Fbee Yourr
DRz Crawl @paa?

There are three things that destroy materials in general and wood in
particular: water, heat and ultra violet radlatlon Of those, water is by far
= _} -

the most destructive.

Protect your home from:
e Mold

e Bugs

e Structural Damage

e Smells & Odors

e Loss of Storage Space
e Radon Gas
e Rising Energy Costs

{.'h'cufm

The earth in your dirt crawl space is the maJor source
of moisture in your home! This moisture is carried
up into your house from the natural upward air flow

created from rising heat.

Call for a FREE Estimate on the Dry Crawl Spaces
Crawl Space Encapsulation System.

DryCrawlSpaces.com e 828-743-0900

Air Flow .~
PRy, ""'"—'—"\/'\

J:.,jr [Flow

CIANS NEEDED. Call 828-526-5147.
(st. 11/22)

HAVE OPENINGS FORWAIT-
STAFF AND COOK for Clubhouse
dining. Also hiring for C.N.A.for Assisted
Living. Apply at Chestnut Hill of High-
lands, 24 Clubhouse Trail, Highlands NC.
(828)526-5251. (12/24)

CHURCH OF THE INCARNA-
TION IN HIGHLANDS is looking for
a Nursery Attendant for the 10:30AM
Sunday Service three Sundays a month
for approximately 2.5 hours. Experience
working with children 0-5years old is
required. Please contact the church of-
fice by phone 828-526-2968 or email
at incarnation@incarnationwnc.org (st.
8/25)

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
OF HIGHLANDS, NC, is seeking a
part-time director of music, salary DOE.
Musical training and experience required.
Resumes, including references, may be
sent to FBC Highlands, POB 625, High-
lands, NC 2874| or emailed to info@
fbchighlands.org. 828-526-4153 (st. 8/4)

DEVELOPMENT FOR SALE

e

Builders/Developers
Highlands
Investor Opportunity

. Go to:
fallingwatersnc.com
(st. 12/8)

RESIDENTIAL FOR RENT

FURNISHED HOME FOR
RENT. 2/2.Mt.Lori Dr.Quiet street with
no through traffic. Minutes to town.Very
well kept with nice furniture and pretty
yeard. Wood burning fireplace, open
kitchen, deck in back, hardwood floors,
garage. $1,200/mth. Does not include
utilities. 904-403-8090. (st. 12/8)

3/3 FURNISHED OLDER
HOME, walk to town, fuel oil heat, for
year-round rental. $1050/month. 828-
526-5558. (st. 12/1)

ONE/BED ONE BATH, fur-
nished. all utilities paid. Available Dec. I.
Call 828-371-0829. (st. Nov 23)

CASHIERS/SAPPHIRE - Fur-
nished Split level 3 Bed/ 3 Bath home.
Year round MountainViews.Yearly lease
1,850 per month.Will consider renting
2 Bed/2 Bath level for $1,250. (561)
346-6400. (12/1)

COMMERCIAL FOR RENT

1575 SQ FT OF COMMER-
CIAL SPACE AVAILABLE Jan 5 at
The Shops at Kettle Rock. $950 per
month. For inquiries call 828-526-9948.
(12/1)

APPROXIMATELY 900 S/F
AND RECENTLY UPDATED. Ideal
for retail/professional/service.Plenty of
parking + excellent visibility for $1,750/
month. Contact Susie deVille at White
Oak Realty Group for details, (828)
371-2079. (st. 7/29)

VACATION RENTALS

TOWN PLACE 3 bed/3 ba, walk
to town condo.Book now! $2300 week.
https://www.vrbo.com/489341.(12/30)

SERVICES

ALL AROUND OFFICE SO-
LUTIONS - Bookkeeping Ser-
vices, Payroll Prep, Payroll Tax Prep,
Billing Services, Virtual Assistant, Data
Base Management, Administrative Ser-
vices, Research Assistance, Quickbooks
Set-up and Training. Call Mary James
at 828-421-0002 or email mjames@
allaroundofficesolutions.com (st. I/15)

HIGH COUNTRY PHOTO/
KEVIN VINSON: scanning photos,
slides & negatives to CD or DVD for
easier viewing.Video transfer to DVD.
Everything done in house. Leave mes-
sage at 828-526-5208. (st. | [/17

MOLD AND MUSTY SMELL
IN YOUR HOME? Call for free in-
spection. 828-743-0900.



Tammy Mobley, CCIM
Broker/Owner
30yrs. Lic. NC & GA
Represent Buyers & Sellers

Anchor All Realty

Anchor
yourselfin
the
mountains”

0-828.524.5420
C-770.337.1000

Country Club Properties
“Your local hometown
Real Estate professionals.”

3 Offices 828-526-2520

828-526-2590 » mainstreet-inn.com

Reehes

Hardware

Froudly
GUr communities
e

Entegra
o g

BAME

Sheryl Wilson,
roker

has joined our
office!

“Proudly serving the

0 828.526.830
¢ 828.337.0706

a0 Highlands-Cashiers

Plateau and
NE Georgia.”

MsMobley@aol.com www.CCPHighlandsNC.com
%o LAND
. SEALTY GROUP
Oriental Rug s v
Gallery
526-5759 e
Main St, Oak Square, 828 226 0118
Mon-Sat, 10-5
Sun. 12-4

ands

H
Sotheby’s

114 N. 4th Street
Highlands, NC

sheryl.wilson@sothebysrealty.com * highlandssir.com

BRIAN RENFRO

brianrenfro@gmail.com
www.brianrenfro.com

"~ Main Stueet Jnn & Bistre

C AAMBERS RE4; @
& Vacation Hentals
526-3717 OR “T'he Mountains
888-526-3717 are calling
and Tmust go.”
iy ]-0/)71 Muir

401'N 5th St,
Highlands
www.chambersagency.net
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Advertisers - They
Make It All Possible

~1

Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices
Meadows Mountain Realty

[}

'm: ::~.Ii David K. Bee

o 828-526-1762 (Office)
828-421-6607 (Cell)
- "% | davidkbee@gmail.com
www.highlandsncproperty.com
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HIGHLANDS

BBQ COMPANY

gt ¥ a5

:

o05 Frakln R, Highlanis
828 326- 5000

WE FEATURE THEBEST
_ RRQSHORTD BRISKET

PORY, CHICKEN, & TURKEY

(ASUAL AFEORDABLE
FANILY FRIENLY DINAG

(ATCH AL THESPORTS




BROKERS:

828-782-0472
Julie Osborn
828-200-6165
Sherman Pope
828-342-4277
Cy Timmons
828-200-9762

Pat & Deborah Gleeson

Zut Allen

REALTY GROUP

www.patallenrealtygroup.com

828-526-8784

Steve Sheppard
404-219-1349

295 Dillard Road
pat.fallen@gmail. com

Pat Allen
Broker-in-charge
Cell: 828-200-9179
Office: 828-526-8784

FEATURED BROKER

Wanda Klodosky /
BROKER-IN-CHARGE :
8528-526-9520
Wanda@LandmarkRG.com

LAND K

REALTY GROUP

A Renall®

SHELLCOMIAR

www.LandmarkRG.com | 828-526-4663 | 225 Main St.

DAVID

BOCK
BUILDERS

www.BockBuilders.com 828-526-2240

JACKSON HOLE

Open
7 Days a Week.
10a to 4p

i .
; ; Em&
...0n the Gorge Road

A

828-524-5850

www jacksonholegemmine.com

[ ™

Highlands
Sotheby’s

—H

Broker
Highlands/Cashiers
2010-2015 per
HCMLS

Jody Lovell
828-526-4104
highlandssir.com

WHITE ©AK

REALTY

Susie deVille
Broker-in-Charge

(828) 371-2079

GROUP

“Invest in Highlands, NC Real Estate ... and Invest in Your Life.”™

Leslie Cook
Broker

(828) 421-5113

Wick Ashburn
Broker
(828) 421-0500

Suzanne McDavid
Broker

(678) 276-6133

Nancy Plate

828-226-0199

WhiteQakRG.com

Pamela Kolber
Operations Manager

(828) 526-8118

Broker

(828) 526-8118 « 125 South 4th Street

D roletts

Join us for our 32nd year!
' Serving Dinner
Dec. 22-Jan. 1
from 5 p.m.
Please call for reservations.
526-4906

Lunch daily
11la-4p
Dinner

beginning at|

5:30p

Open 7 days a week!
www.wildthymegourmet.com

(@  on the Verandah
Restaurant

on Lake Sequoyah
828-526-2338

Open for Dinner
every evening
and Brunch on

Sunday

www.ontheverandah.com
—

MCULLEY’S
s CASHMERE

t.’ \\ B Scotland’s Best Knitweay

Open 7 days a week

526-4407
“Top of the Hill”

242 S. 4th St.




