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Highlands School middle school students, from left, Jordan Powell, Colton 
Gibson, and Seth Staffelbach, are programming a robot they made from 
Legos as part of the first Smoky Mountain Area Robotics Team competition. 
This is the first team from Highlands School to participate in this program.  
The students meet after school to prepare for the competition that includes 
a mission track that the robot must complete in two and a half minutes 
and a project called Trash Trek that addresses a recycling issue. First Lego 
League (FLL) is the organization that promotes this program with the goal 
of keeping students interested in STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering, 
and Math). FLL emphasizes teamwork and fun.  Anne Porter, Technology/
Business teacher is the coach, Jeff Weller, local architect is the mentor, and 
Jackie Powell is the parent volunteer. 		    – Photo by Anne Porter

Legos robots set for competition

State charges against Former 
Board of  Elections Director Kim 
Bishop are pending following 
Bishop pleading guilty to similar 
charges in federal court on Mon-
day. 

Last week, A True Bill of  In-
dictment and Order of  Arrest was 
issued  for Bishop for five counts 
of  felony attempted embezzle-
ment by a local employee. 

Macon County Sheriff  Rob-
ert Holland worked with Bishop’s 
lawyer to allow Bishop to square 

things away with her family and 
children before turning herself  
into the Macon County Detention 
Center on Wednesday. When Bish-
op failed to meet Holland’s dead-
line without any notice, the Sheriff  
classified her as a fugitive. 

The Macon County Sher-
iff ’s Office actively searched for 
Bishop until Monday, February 
1 when they learned Bishop had 
been booked into the Buncombe 
County Detention Center on a Bill 

Bishop pleads guilty in 
Federal Court to fraud

• See BISHOP page 4

For Macon County Manager 
Derek Roland, the first half  of  
the year has been geared toward 
increasing services and effective-
ness, while maintaining a revenue 
neutral budget. Addressing Ma-
con County Commissioners last 
week, Roland said the county’s 
conservative budgeting has up-
graded technology while reducing 
costs and investing in infrastruc-

ture. 
“The county allocated 

$80,000 to go toward the upgrade 
of  our county-wide data storage 
network,” said Roland. “Our old 
system had reached end-of-life 
status as our growing technology 
needs were far outpacing its capac-
ity. The new SAN data storage has 
resulted in faster network connec-

County Manager assesses 
FY 2015-’16

Once again a benevolent citi-
zen has stepped up and the town 
of  Highlands, its Police Depart-
ment and Highlands taxpayers are 
the lucky beneficiaries.

At last week’s Town Board 
meeting, Police Chief  Bill Harrell 
said the department had received 

a private donation of  $13,000 to 
purchase new bullet proof  vests. 

“The new vests are resistant 
to high power rifle caliber shots 
from a distance; not just resistant 
to pistol shots as the ones we have 
now,” said Chief  Harrell.

As in the past when a citizen 

donated the money for another 
police dog and all that entailed, 
commissioners graciously accept-
ed the donation.

The chief  went on to request 
permission to apply for grant 
money from the Governor’s Crime 
Commission for 2016 for neces-

sary upgrades in the department.
There are two grants – a block 

grant for up to $24,500 and a tech-
nical grant for up to $200,000 – 
neither of  which requires a match 
from the town, just an OK to ap-
ply.

Police Department in line for upgrades and more

Consistent, dependable 
broadband and cell service is on 
the minds of  more than one citi-
zen these days.

During the public comment 
portion of  last week’s Town Board 
meeting, Landscape Architect 
Hank Ross urged commissioners 
to do whatever is necessary to im-
prove coverage in Highlands.

To that end, GIS/MIS Direc-
tor Matt Shuler said that the 40 
people who have expressed inter-
est in hooking up to the town’s 
Altitude Broadband service and 
will be served within a couple of  
weeks.

He said 95% of  the transmit-
ters to be installed on the Big Bear 
Pen Tower are in and the framing 
pipes are on the way.

“Once Big Bear Pen Tower 
is operational, we will begin con-
necting these customers,” he said.

Shuler said the Satulah tower 
isn’t usable because it’s not physi-
cally strong enough to take on any 
more hardware, but the town will 

Altitude 
Broadband 

almost ready
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•Letter•

Dear Editor,
If  you listen to Republican Presidential candidates, this country it going to Hades in a 

wicker basket. Two recent letters parroted this fear and implored all God fearing voters to 
replace a government of  laws with a government based on God as its ultimate  authority. 

I know facts are not deemed relevant to a political discussion by many people these 
days, but just for fun here are a few. We presently have the strongest economy in the 
world.  More than 14 million jobs have been created in the last 5 years, the longest pe-
riod of  such growth in our history.  17 million have health insurance that did not have it 
before. The employment rate is now down to 5%, and deficit spending is less than half  
of  what it was.  We are now producing all the energy we need, with enough available to 
sell our excess on the world market.  And, American car companies are having a banner 
year.  Every one of  these accomplishments are a direct result of  actions by the current 
administration. 

Republican candidates and their letter writers seem to be in fear that our borders are 
being violated, and that elsewhere foreign terrorists are not being carpet bombed.  Again 
just a few facts to confuse things.  Border security is tighter than it has ever been. The flow 
of  migrants across our borders is at an all time low. The US and its allies have pushed ISIS 
back so they have now lost much ground previously gained.  We have thousands of  troops 
in harms-way doing the dirty work of  war.  What we will not do is directly confront these 
terrorists because that is exactly the excuse they want.

As for religious liberty, it was a conservative  Supreme Court that granted equal rights 
to all citizens, which is what our founding fathers said was a Constitutional right. 

Students have always been allowed to pray in school and still do. What is not allowed 
is teacher led prayer.  Believe it or not there is more than one religion in this country, and 
choosing whose God to pray to would probably cause a bit of  a disruption. Religiously 
motivated  politicians opposition to abortion has severely limited low and middle-income 
women’s access to a wide range of  health rights, negatively impacting many families, in 
every red state. 

Would you rather live in a country governed by laws or one governed by unelected 
religious authority?  (Sharia law, anyone?)

Everyone, not just God fearing Americans, needs to exercise their Constitutional 
Right to vote.

Make sure you learn the new 2016 Voting requirements for ID.  Learn valid facts on 
candidates and issues. Make an informed choice and vote, because the future freedom of  
our children and grandchildren depend on it.  

Shirl Ches
Franklin, NC

Be an informed and legal voter:  
Make sure you have a photo IDContrary to any rumors, 

during the snow storm 
the mayor’s and town 

board members’ driveways were 
not plowed by town crews. Pri-
vate driveways are not plowed 
by the town.

Let me review the town pri-
orities for plowing roads during 
snow storms. First, crews plow 
major town roads. We also plow 
Main and 4th streets which are 
technically state roads. The state plows 
all state highways and secondary roads, 
but does not plow these two downtown 
streets.

A surprising number of  residential 
streets are state roads. DOT maintains and 
plows them. For instance, Webbmont, Big 
Bear Pen and Cobb Road are state roads, 
and are not on the town’s priority lists. 
Our crews will always clear town roads 
first, then assist the state in clearing their 
roads if  possible. 

Since the Great Recession the state 
reduced funding to DOT and have not 
fully restored the lost funds. DOT crews 
and equipment have been reduced, so 
their winter storm response, especially on 
their secondary roads, has been reduced.

Private roads are also not on the 
town’s priority list. If  one lives on a pri-

vate road, the residents own, 
maintain and control the road, 
not the town. After all the town 
roads are cleared, crews may clear 
private roads in order to facilitate 
trash pickups and other services.

There were requests that 
entry ways and driveways be 
plowed. Given there was 13 to14 
inches of  snow, to plow every-
one’s driveway and entrance was 

simply not possible.
During the storm, our town road 

crews worked 36 hours straight. Finally, 
they were told to go home and sleep for 
a few hours, then return to work. For the 
remainder of  the week, road crews worked 
10 to 12 hour shifts. Our electric crews had 
the same kind of  schedule. During win-
ter storms, these folks work in dangerous, 
potentially life threatening conditions. We 
want them to work safe, which means not 
necessarily working fast.

Some residents called in electrical out-
ages only to wonder why town staff  did not 
call them back to let them know when the 
power would be restored. In a major storm 
that is not a realistic expectation. Hundreds 
of  residents may be out of  power. In al-
most all cases, crews can’t pinpoint how 
long a job will take.

Some people were concerned that the 
garbage had not been picked up on the 
regular schedule. In subfreezing conditions 
garbage will not rot and bears are in hiber-
nation. We have workers operating quarter 
of  a million dollar trucks, and the primary 
concern is the safety of  our operators and 
the trucks. A rollover on icy roads has tragic 
consequences.

We routinely have requests to remove 
those ugly downtown snow mounds. The 
problem is where to put these huge snow 
amounts. One suggestion has been to 

How the town deals with extreme weather

• See MAYOR on DUTY page 3

use the water tank on Brushy Face to handle 
that side of  town.

He said Jon McCardle, formerly of  
Morris Broadband, was hired for Lead 
Broadband Installer. “This will increase pro-

ductivity greatly,” said Shuler.
Meanwhile, in an effort to entice Ve-

rizon to expand coverage, rather than wait-
ing for Verizon to move on the project, the 
town is going to extend the Big Bear Pen 
Tower by 20 feet at its own cost.

“We were going to give Verizon a 
$42,000 rent abatement anyway so we might 
as well pay for it and this way, once the tow-
er is extended, they can hook on and be-
gin paying rent right away,” said Mayor Pro 
Tempore Amy Patterson.

Shuler said Verizon is in favor of  the 
idea. 

“They have given permission for the 
town to use their engineering and construc-
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Nights on  Main

Call 828-787-2625 | Or Visit 200Main.com

*Rate varies depending on rooms and dates booked. 
Package available: Sunday - Thursday Nights, excluding holidays.

Based on Double Occupancy. Does not include tax or gratuity. 

Package From $210 Per Night*

One Night at 200 Main Plus Dinner For Two at Madison’s

•Obituaries•

Jim Cavanaugh, 81 was a resident 
of  Highlands and Fairhope, Alabama. 
He passed away on January 4, 2016 after 
a battle with cancer. He loved gardening, 
walking his dog, Honey, and volunteering 
at Mountain Findings.

Funeral services were held January 
12, 2016 at St. Lawrence Catholic Church 
in Fairhope, AL. He is survived by his lov-
ing wife, Chip Wilson.

Jim Cavanaugh

John Paul Jones, age 83 of  Franklin, NC, passed away Wednesday, January 27, 2016.  
He was born in Macon County, the son of  the late Grady Montgomery Jones and Von-
nie Priscilla McMahan Jones.  He had worked for CR Industries as a mechanic., and had 
worked at Conley Ford as parts manager.  Mr. Jones was a member of  Cowee Baptist 
Church, and was a veteran of  the US Navy serving on the USS Iowa Battleship during 
the Korean War and was also a veteran of  US Air Force.

He is survived by his wife of  54 years, Mary Florence Garner Jones; four daughters, 
Susan Jones Roper (Roy) of  Raleigh, NC, Linda Carol Jones Sampson (Scott) of  Clayton, 
NC, Nancy Jones Carpenter (Mark Sanders) of  Franklin, NC, Lynnette Jones Runyon 
(Frank) of  Lincolnton, NC; sisters, Mary Sue Jones Frady, and Betty Lou Jones Addis 
both of  Clarkesville, GA, and  Frances May Howard of  Pooler, GA; seven grandchildren, 
Kelsie Roper, Branden Roper, Jacob Roper, Kevin Cabe, Matthew Cabe, Abigail Carpen-
ter, and Jonathan Carpenter; one great‑granddaughter, Reaghan Cabe.  In addition to his 
parents, he was preceded in death by a son‑in‑law, Larry Roper.

Funeral services wete Saturday, January 30 at Cowee Baptist Church with Rev. David 
Powell and Rev. Lloyd Fish officiating.  Burial was in Cowee Baptist Church Cemetery.  
Pallbearers were Branden Roper, Jacob Roper, Matthew Cabe, Kevin Cabe, Jonathan Car-
penter and Matthew Reynolds.  Military graveside rites will follow.

In lieu of  flowers, donations may be made to Angel Hospice, 170 Church Street, 
Franklin, NC  28734.

Bryant‑Grant Funeral Home was in charge of  arrangements.  Online condolences 
may be made at www.bryantgrantfuneralhome.com.

John Paul Jones

•MileStone•
Ivy Satterwhite of  Highlands and a graduate of  Rabun Gap Nacoochee School 

made Deans list at UNC-Chapel Hill with a 3.5 GPA for the Fall semester. Her major is 
physics. She is a freshman.

dump it into Mill Creek or area lakes. If  that was done, EPA would fine the town for 
putting the salt, brine and chat mixed in the snow directly into the watershed. Road snow 
has to melt into the ground.

Hopefully this information helps explain how the town deals with these extreme 
weather situations. Highlands dodged a bullet. If  the snow front had dipped a few miles 
more south we could have been dealing with conditions close to the legendary 1993 bliz-
zard. Luckily, town costs were contained to about $30,000 in overtime and equipment 
repair.

I appreciate everyone’s understanding during these difficult weather events. 

...MAYOR on DUTY continued from page 2

...ALTITUDE continued from page 2
tion drawings. They also volunteered to give us the names of  three or more contractors. 
I have also contacted US Cellular for contractors and I’m checking with the FAA for any 
permitting that may be necessary,” he said.

Once Shuler has estimates in-hand, he will return to the board for direction.
– Kim Lewicki
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• Highlands Area Dining •

Serving Lunch and Dinner Year-Round.
Gourmet Foods, Full Service Bar
Town Square at 343-D Main St. • Highlands

828-526-4035

Serving Lunch 
11a to 4p

Sundays 11a to 3p
Serving Dinner 

from 5:30p 
Closed Wednesdays

Dinner: 7 nights a week 5-10p
For reservations call: 526-4429

Main Street • Highlands

Cyprus  
International Cuisine

Open DAILY for Lunch
11am - 4pm 

Fri. & Sat. open for dinner ‘til 9p

828-526-5000
595 Franklin Road • Highlands, NC 

28741

Open 7 days a week from 11 a.m.
365 Main Street • Highlands • 526-5660

Specialty Sandwiches, Hot Dogs & Salads, 
Domestic & Imported Beers

6•10•14•16•20pies

Hand-tossed - thick, thin, pan
Gluten-free & Whole Wheat, too

Coffee • Espresso Drinks
Smoothies • Hot Soup
Paninis • Baked Goods

On Main Street • Highlands
7 days a week • 7a to 6p • 526-0020

...BISHOP continued from page 1
of  Information for what essentially amounts to fraud. 

According to Bishop’s court records, the maximum 
penalty for the charges Bishop pled guilty to is a term of  
imprisonment of  not more than 10 years, a fine not to ex-
ceed the sum of  $250,000, or both. The minimum penalty 
is a term of  supervised release of  not more than three years 
and a $100 special assessment. 

Bishop, who worked as the director of  the board of  
elections office from 2002 until she was replaced by Deb-
bie George in 2014 in the midst of  the investigation, plead 
guilty on federal charges that declared Bishop, while an 
agent of  local government, in a continuous one-year pe-
riod received benefits in excess of  $10,000 under a federal 
program involving a grant, contract, loan, guarantee, insur-
ance, and other form of  federal assistance, did embezzle, 
steal, and obtain by fraud, and did without authority know-
ingly convert to the use of  a person not the rightful owner, 

property, that is money, worth at least $5,000 and under the 
care, custody, and control of  such local government.

Holland, who was not aware Bishop was appearing in 
federal court on Monday prior to her appearance, said that 
while the investigation was lengthy and involved his depart-
ment, the SBI and the FBI, was thorough and allowed for 
prosecutors to present facts that ultimately lead Bishop to 
plead guilty in court on Monday. 

In January 2014, the Macon County Board of  Elections 
office was placed on lockdown after County Manager Derek 
Roland received a tip that financial issues might be present. 
Roland contacted Sheriff  Holland, who suggested the SBI 
be called in due to accusations against county employees. 
The SBI’s initial investigation and search warrant showed 
dozens of  checks authorized by Bishop for payment to four 
people: Cassidy Ledford, Kathy Holland, Misty Bryson, and 
Sonya Stevens, none of  whom were employees of  the board 
of  elections office. The checks were allegedly authorized to 

pay the employees for work conducted at the elections of-
fice. 

In 2014, the total cost of  missing funds at the office 
was thought to be around $50,000. According to the find-
ings of  facts on file with the United States Attorney’s of-
fice and the Buncombe County Federal Courts, the total 
amount of  funds embezzled by Bishop total $72,000. 

From June 2013 through January 2014, Macon County 
received benefits in excess of  $10,000 under a Federal pro-
gram involving a grant, contract, loan, guarantee, insurance, 
and other forms of  Federal assistance. Those funds are 
thought to be the reason why the FBI became involved in 
the investigation. 

Now that Bishop has entered a guilty plea with the fed-
eral government, DA Ashley Welch must decide whether to 
move forward with prosecuting the state charges or dismiss-
ing them since a guilty plea in federal court has occurred.

Bishop was released and is currently awaiting sentenc-
ing. 
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Located on 2275 N 4th street, Highlands, NC (next 
to Highlands Falls Country Club)

WINTER PACKAGE 
includes:

Unlimited massages  
Through April 1, 2016. Call us for more 

information or visit us online at  
www.zenspabyangeljoy.com

919-413-7411

...ASSESSES continued from page 1
tions, more secure data, and has enabled us to store data more efficiently. Also, 
the $72,000 spent to upgrade the county’s phone system will pay for itself  in 
one year, as projections have shown the new system will reduce phone related 
operating costs by as much as $87,500 annually.” 

Between technology improvements, consolidating the county’s animal 
control with the health department for better oversight and efficiency, and an 
overhaul of  the county’s health insurance fund, Roland said effectiveness was 
increased while still being able to pay down the county’s debt load. 

“Our debt load continues to decline even as we have taken on additional 
capital projects,” said Roland. “In FY ‘15-‘16 our total debt payments decreased 
by approximately $465,765. We have grown our fund balance by close to 7 per-
cent giving us a degree of  financial security unmatched not only in our region 
but across the state.” 

The county has made strides so far this year in significant infrastructure 
developments such as the opening of  the Parker Meadows Recreation Complex. 

“In September, we saw the grand opening of  the $3.5M Parker Meadows 
Recreational Complex,” said Roland. “I feel the grand opening illustrates more 
than anything this park is first and foremost for the citizens of  Macon County. 
The first games played on these fields represented the birth of  MCARS or Ma-
con County Adaptive Recreation and Sports. Over 200 mentally handicapped 
and disabled Macon County children ranging in age from elementary to high 
school participated. Aside from those playing, there were over 150 volunteers 
primarily Macon County government and Macon County School System em-
ployees.” 

According to Roland, the county saw a $150,000 increase in sales tax re-
ceipts over last year for the months of  September and October, the months 
in which two tournaments were held at the complex. “With 25 tournaments 
scheduled for next spring and fall conservative estimates project a $6-10M total 
economic impact to Macon County,” said Roland. 

For the last several years, Macon County leaders have continued to make 

public education a priority and have 
invested $50,000,000 to the brick and 
mortar of  the school district since 
2008. By December, the county had 
completed additional infrastructure 
renovations at Union Academy and 
Highlands School through zero-interest 
QZAB loans from the state. 

“In addition the School System 
Capital Outlay was increased in FY 
‘15-‘16 by $100,000 giving the school 
system much needed funding for ad-
dressing capital needs arising during 
the year,” said Roland. “Operating 
funds were left at prior year levels for 
FY ‘15-‘16 and this level of  funding 
appears to be more than sufficient as 
the FY ‘14-‘15 audit shows the school 
system increasing its fund balance by 
over $1,000,000.  In addition, the state 
budget increased public school funding 
by approximately $540,000 in FY ‘15-
‘16.  With this increase in state fund-
ing it could be assumed that a fund 
balance increase equal or greater to the 
$1,000,000 realized in FY ‘14-‘15 will 
be on the horizon for this fiscal year.”

In terms of  secondary education, 
Roland commended commissioners for 
their ongoing partnership with South-
western Community College, which is 

continuing to be an education leader in the state. 
“The recent decision by the Board of  Commissioners 

to partner with the school system, Southwestern Commu-
nity College and private businesses in Macon County on 
the Golden Leaf  Grant initiative shows our commitment to 
education on all levels,” said Roland. “The $60,950 match 
commitment from Macon County will lead to a $778,287 
Golden leaf  investment which will provide our students 
with the latest in STEM learning opportunities.” 

• Next week: Looking ahead to FY 2015-’16

Under the block grant, the chief  is requesting $14,000 for Tasers and under 
the tech grant, the chief  is asking for $157,600 to cover various items: a repeater, 
a base, portable radios, car radios, car/body cams, an AFIS system and server.

 “All the tools and resources we are applying for are necessary because our 
current equipment is dated and scheduled for replacement within the FY 2016-
2017 budget year. The monies could help cover the cost of  these items. Without 
the possibility of  funding from the GCC, we would need to purchase these items 
out of  pocket,” said Harrell. 

He said the department’s current radios, both in-car and portable, must be 
converted from analog to digital, which includes the base and repeater at the 
Highlands Police Department.

“All pieces work together; and therefore must be purchased and implement-
ed simultaneously,” he said.

The car/body cams are units that would be designated to be worn by each 
officer and would work in unison with the in-car video system of  their patrol 
vehicle. 

Harrell said the officer’s perspective is captured on the body-worn camera, 
while in-car video captures the bigger picture.

“It sees what’s happening in and around the cruiser, where the majority of  
incidents occur,” said Harrell. “Together, body-worn and in-car videos docu-
ment an entire scene in a way that is impossible to capture by the use of  only 
one camera.”

The Automated Fingerprint Identification System (AFIS) would save the 
department time and money.

“This machine would allow officers to fingerprint arrestees that can make 
bond, without having to transfer them to the Macon County Sheriff ’s Office as 
we have to do now,” said Harrell. “Anytime an officer must transfer someone 
for fingerprinting, that officer is taken out of  service in Highlands, oftentimes 
leaving only one officer to service Highlands for several hours. The ability to 
fingerprint arrestees that can make bond would prevent officers from having to 

...POLICE continued from page 1
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526-5999
Located at 680 N. 4th. St., Highlands

Open Mon-Sat 10a to 5p

Carrying a wide variety of 
natural products for your  

Mind, Body & Home.

Organic Fresh Juices & Smoothies  
and Salads “On the Go!”

Celebrate Valentine’s Day early with the 
Highlands Biological Station! Bring your 
friends for an entertaining program called 
“Mating and Dating in the Animal King-
dom: A Gameshow Mash-up.” This evening 
promises to be filled with adult-only hi-
larity delving into the seductive world of 
animal courtship rituals. The lengths that 
animals go to in order to impress a mem-
ber of the opposite sex are truly awe-in-
spiring. Roses and chocolates don’t stand a 
chance when compared with the fantastic, 
and sometimes sleazy, romantic practices 
among our fellow animals. In this game-
show-like program, test your knowledge, 
trivia and acting abilities with your spouse 
or significant other. Going stag for Valen-
tine’s Day? Not to worry! Friends are also 
encouraged to come out for the program 
as long as they are in groups of two. Des-
serts and drinks will be offered along with 
a prize for the top couple. Registration is 
required. Call (828) 526-2623 to register. 
Join us for the fun and maybe you will go 
home with some new ideas for your own 
Valentine’s Day celebration!

Mating & Dating at 
the Bio Station!

Presented by Dr. Laura Verde
Pre-registration is required. To register, email Megan Brooks 

at Megan.Brooks2@msj.org or call (828) 213-3353.

NOT YOUR MOTHER’S HEALTH TALKS

WINTER EDITION

DI
NN

ER
Join us fo

r

5:30 – 7:30 P.M., THURSDAY

FEBRUARY 11
Bistro on Main at The Main Street Inn

Highlands, NC

Free, fun evening for women that includes 
health information, dinner and more!

Topic - Women’s Heart Health: 
Signs and Symptoms of Heart Attack

leave city limits and the department short-
staffed.”

He said the machine would also allow 
officers to fingerprint individuals for jobs 
or background checks, without having to 
send them to the Sheriff ’s Office in Frank-
lin.

The Tasers, which would be covered 
under the Block Grant, would mean up-
grading dysfunctional and out dated tools.

“Like the radios, our current Tasers 
are dated and require replacement. Several 
of  these no longer operate properly, which 
means several of  our officers do not even 
carry a Taser,” he said.

Commissioners unanimously OK’d 
application to the grants.

Through documentation in the Con-
sent Agenda, Chief  Harrell also updated 
the board on recent cases listed in the po-
lice log. 

• Shooting at 24 Buttermilk Lane: Jo-
seph Baty will be indicted at the next Grand 
Jury session.

• Child Statutory Rape Case: Suspect 
Marcos Lopez is still at large. An ongoing 
investigation is continuing in effort to ap-
prehend him.

• Breaking and Entering at Sweet 
Treats Creekside Café on 9/09/2015: Ar-
rest warrants were granted for the breaking 
and entering and felony larceny that oc-
curred at Sweet Treats.

• On January 13, 2016 charges were 
brought against four individuals for break-
ing and entering’s that have occurred. One 
took place nearly two years ago; whereas 
the others, within the last eight months.

SUSPECT and VICTIM ADDRESS:
CJ McCall was charged with: three 

counts of  felony breaking and entering, 

three counts of  felony larceny after break-
ing and entering, four counts of  injury to 
personal property, four counts misdemeanor 
breaking & entering, and one misdemeanor 
breaking & entering. 

The crimes were committed at the fol-
lowing addresses: 190 Biscuit Rock Road, 
355 Upper Lake Road, 65 Big Bear Pen Road, 
462 Bowery Road, 7 Bowery Road, 369 Bow-
ery Road and 526 Spruce Street.

John Carpenter was charged with mis-
demeanor breaking and entering, and injury 
to property at 369 Bowery Road.

Brett Walters was charged with feloni-
ous breaking and entering, and felony lar-
ceny.

Nicholas Shane Thomas was charged 
with felonious breaking and entering at 
268 and 355 Upper Lake Rd, misdemeanor 
breaking and entering at 190 Biscuit Rock 
Road and felonious Larceny after breaking 
and entering. 

– Kim Lewicki

...POLICE continued from page 5
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Winter Pool Schedule
Through May 27, 2016

LAP SWIM – ADULTS ONLY
Monday thru Friday  
7 – 10 am, 6 lanes

AND Monday thru Thursday  
5 – 6 pm,1 or 2 lanes

Sharing pool with water  
aerobics @ 5:15 on

Mondays, Tuesdays, and  
Thursdays

PUBLIC SWIM
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday  

3 – 5 pm & 6 – 8 pm
Wednesday 3 – 5 pm

Saturday 11 am – 6 pm
Sunday 1 – 5 pm

WATER AEROBICS
Monday-Friday  

10 - 11 am
Saturday 11:15 – noon

Monday, Tuesday, Thursday  
5:15 – 6 pm

Fee: $4 per class or
$30 for 12 classes
POOL PARTIES

Pool available on Fridays,  
Saturdays, Sundays

6 – 8 pm
Fee: $75 // $50 deposit required

$50 non-refundable deposit if party is 
cancelled or a no show less than 2 days 

before 
1st Wednesday of the month— 

Kayak Clinic
2nd Wednesday of the month— 

Youth Night
3rd Wednesday of the month— 

Water Volleyball
4th Wednesday of the month— 

Senior Night
6:00 – 7:30 pm

Call us about membership fees
ICE SKATING RINK
Open Thursday 1-8p

Friday & Saturday 1-10p
Sunday 1-5p

$5 fee with or without skate rental

Ongoing
• Highlands Hurricanes Swim Team is open 

to all levels of swimmers ages 6-18. To sign up 
contact Coach Steve Hott at 828-421-2121.

• Anyone interested in taking Adult, Child 
and Infant First Aid/CPR/AED certification class 
needs to contact the Highlands Recreation De-
partment.

Last Sundays
• At The Wellness Center,  donation 

based Sound Healing Concert. Learn how to 
use Music to heal your Nervous System and 

Reduce Your Stress Naturally at 3pm. 468 Dil-
lard Road (828) 526 9698 

Mon. Thurs.,Fri., Sat., Sun.
• Movies at the Playhouse: 2, 5 & 8 p.m. Call 

526-2685 for weekly movie. 
Mondays
• Shortoff Baptist Church non-denomina-

tional Men’s Meeting at 7 pm first Mondays. 
• The Humanist Discussion Group meets 

every Monday morning from 9:30 to 10:30 in the 
Meeting Room in the back of Hudson Library,

Mon. & Wed.
• Zumba with Mary K. Barbour at the Rec 

Park from noon to 1p. For more information, call 
828.342.2498. 

Mon., Wed., Fri.
• Heart Healthy Exercise Class 8:30am-

9:30am at the Rec Park.
• Aerobics with Tina Rogers 8-9a.
First Tuesdays
• The monthly family support group for 

those with family members, friends,or loved 
ones living with the challenge of mental illness 
meets at 7 p.m. at Memorial United Methodist 
Church, 4668 Old Murphy Road, Franklin. Spon-
sored by the local affiliate of NAMI. For info call 
828 369-7385. 

Tuesdays
• FREE Community Table Dinner at the 

Community Bldg. at 6p. 
• The Beyond the Walls Book discussion 

group meets at 4 PM at The Ugly Dog Public 
House. Each week a short story discussed.

2nd and 4th Tuesdays
• OccupyWNC meets at the Jackson 

County Justice Center. For more information, 
visit www.occupywnc.org or call 828.331.1524 

Every 3rd Tuesday
• The Macon County Poultry club in Frank-

lin meets at 7 pm at the Cooperative extension 
office on Thomas Heights Road. For more Infor-
mation call 369-3916.

Last Tuesdays 
• At the Wellness Center, donation based 

Belly Dancing 101 at 6:30 p.m. 468 Dillard 
Road (828) 526 9698. 

Tuesday and Thursdays
• Zumba with Connie at the Rec Park 8:15 

a.m. $5.
• Pickle ball is played from 11:30a to 1p in 

the gym at the Rec Park.
Wednesdays
• At the Wellness Place at 6:30 p.m., dona-

tion based Art of Meditation. 468 Dillard Road 
(828) 526 9698.

1st Wednesdays
• Family Movies at the Hudson Library at 

3:30pm. Call 828-526-3031 for titles.
3rd Wednesdays
• Recently released movies at Hudson Li-

brary at 2pm. Call 828-526-3031 for titles.
Thursdays
• Storytime with Miss Deanna at Hudson 

Love your heart so 
you can love your life.
As we grow older, the minor aches and pains of our youth may give 
way to more complex medical issues. Many times we dismiss signs of 
serious health risks. 

Joe Schmalo didn’t – and he’s alive today.

Although the retired businessman appeared healthy, Joe smoked, ate 
fast food and didn’t exercise regularly. One day, without warning, he 
began to feel bad and sensed that his discomfort might be serious.

After an evaluation by his primary care physician, and then the 
emergency department staff at Highlands-Cashiers Hospital, Joe was 
flown in a MAMA helicopter to Mission Hospital. 

Five days and a triple bypass later, Joe returned home, ready to take 
his heart health seriously. He changed his diet and continues to 
exercise almost daily. Seven months later Joe is feeling thirty years 
younger and full of life and energy.

Take time during Heart Month to love your heart. 

Visit Mission-Health.org/HeartMonth 
to learn more about how you can participate in our educational 
Heart Month events and screenings happening in your community. 
Screenings may include total lipid panel, BMI calculation and blood 
pressure checks. Many events 
include refreshments and the 
opportunity to hear heart-care tips 
from Mission Heart specialists.

HeartScreeningAd_HN.indd   1 1/29/16   3:25 PM

•Highlands Events•
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Library 10:40 am. Open to the public. 
• Weight Watchers support group meets 

every Thursday at 6pm at the Cashiers Com-
munity Center. Call Lisa 828-506-3555.

• NAMI Support Group for individuals 
dealing with mental illness: depression, bipolar, 
schizophrenia, etc. and the family members of 
individuals dealing with these challenges from 
7 – 8:15 pm. Call Donita for more info (828) 
526-9510.

2nd Thursdays
• Sapphire Valley Needlepoint Guild meets 

at the Highlands Rec Park at 10 a.m. 
3rd Thursdays
• Kidney Smart Classes in Franklin: from 

4:30pm-6pm, Angel Medical Center, Video Con-
ference Room, 3rd Floor, 120 Riverview Street, 
Contact Majestic 828-369-9474

• Kidney Smart Classes in Sylva: from, 
7:30am-9am, DaVita Sylva Dialysis Center, 655 
Asheville Highway, Contact Sue 828-631-0430

Fridays
• 99ers Bridge at the Rec Park 9a to noon.
• At the Wellness Center, donation based 

Pinterest Fridays at 6:30p. : Essential Oils, Ap-
petizers and Crafts Night. 468 Dillard Road 
(828) 526 9698

Every 3rd Friday
• Senior Dinners are at noon November 

through April. 
Saturdays 
• At The Wellness Place Donation based 

9am Yoga For Dummies at 9 a.m. Fun, Judge-
ment Free Zone, All Levels and All Ages! 468 
Dillard Road (828) 526 9698 

Sun., Feb. 4
• Bolivian Mission is repeating the fun-

draiser on Super Bowl Sunday, from noon to 
7PM. Pizzas can be ordered in advance by calling 
526-3605 or on Sunday, 526-3376. Two toppings 
sell for $25 and three or more for $35. Toppings 
include two kinds of cheese, ( one topping), beef, 
sausage, pepperoni, onions, green peppers, black 
olives, and mushrooms. All proceeds support 
the mission foster home, water projects, and 
medical support for several clinics and hospitals 
in Montero, Bolivia.

Fri., Feb. 5
• At Highlands School, Hoops for Hope 

in loving memory of Coach Butch Smart. Var-
sity Basketball teams invite you to come out 
and show your support by wearing yellow. 
Games begin at 6 p.m.

• The High Mountain Squares will host 
their “Sweetheart Dance Friday night, at the 
Macon County Community Building, GA 
Road (441 South), Franklin NC from 6:30 to 
9 PM. Ace McGee from Anderson, SC will be 
the caller. We dance Western Style Square 
Dancing, main/stream and plus levels.  We will 
start our next class April 18th. Everyone is 
welcome. For information call 828-371-4946, 
828-342-1560, 828-332-0001.

•Highlands Events•

The Highlands Performing Arts Center 
presents the National Theatre of London’s 
production Live via Satellite on our large 
theater screen Saturday, February 6 at 1pm 
of Shakespeare’s searing tragedy of politi-
cal manipulation and revenge, Coriolanus. 
A successful Roman general seeks political 
leadership. When an old adversary threat-
ens Rome, the city calls once more on 
her hero and defender. But famine threat-
ens the city, the citizens’ hunger swells to 
an appetite for change, and on returning 
from the field Coriolanus must confront 
the voice of an angry people. Adults: $22 
PAC Members: $19 Students: FREE Tickets 
are available online at highlandspac.org, at 
the door or by calling the Performing Arts 
Center 828-526-9047 

Coriolanus Live via 
Satellite at PAC, 

Sat. Feb. 6

Sat., Feb. 6
• At PAC, Coriolanus Live via Satellite at 1 

p.m. Adults: $22 PAC Members: $19 Students: 
FREE Tickets are available online at highland-
spac.org, at the door or by calling the Per-
forming Arts Center 828-526-9047.

Thurs., Feb. 11
• At The Bistro at Main Street Inn, Prime 

(not your mother’s health talks) 5:30-7:30 
p.m. Free, fun evening for women that includes 
health information, dinner and more! Topic: 
Women’s Heart Health: signs and symptoms 
of heart attack. Pre-registration required. call 
828-213-3353.

• Mating & Dating Gameshow. at the Na-
ture Center. Call for reservations. 526-2623.

Sun., Feb. 27
• At PAC, National Theatre of London Live 

in HD at 1 p.m. Call 828-526-9047 for tickets.
Sat., March 16
• At PAC, The Met Live in HD at 12:45 p.m. 

Call 828-526-9047 for tickets.
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Proverbs 3:5 • Places to Worship • John 3:16• Spiritually Speaking •
BLUE VALLEY BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Oliver Rice, Pastor (706) 782-3965

Sundays: School:10 a.m., Worship:11 
Sunday night services every 2nd & 4th Sunday at 7 

Wednesdays: Mid-week prayer meeting:7 p.m.
BUCK CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH

828-269-3546 • Rev. Jamie Passmore, Pastor
Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11 

CHAPEL OF SKY VALLEY
Sky Valley, GA • 706-746-2999 

Sundays: 10 a.m.:Worship 
Holy Communion 1st Sunday of the month 

Wednesdays: 9 a.m. Healing and Prayer w/Holy 
Communion 

CHRIST ANGLICAN CHURCH 
Rector: Jim Murphy, 252-671-4011 

464 US Hwy 64 east, Cashiers 
9:30a Sunday School; 10:30a Family Service w/ Music 

Mon.: Bible Study & Supper at homes - 6 p.m. 
CHRIST CHURCH OF THE VALLEY, CASHIERS

Pastor Steve Kerhoulas • 743-5470
Sun.10:45am, S.S 9:30am. Wed. 6pm supper and teaching.

Tues. Guys study 8am, Gals 10am.
CLEAR CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH

Pastor Jim Kinard
Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11a.m. 

1st & 3rd Sunday night Service: 7p.m.
Wednesdays –Supper at 6 p.m. 

COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH
www.cbchighlands.com • 526-4685
3645 Cashiers Rd, Highlands, NC

Senior Pastor Gary Hewins  
Sun.: 9:30am: Sunday School

10:30am: Middle & High School; 10:45am: Child. Program,
10: 45am: Worship Service

Wed.: 5pm Dinner ($7 adult, $2 child), 6pm CBC 
University

EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF THE INCARNATION
Rev. Bruce Walker • 526-2968

Sundays: Education for Adults, 9 a.m.
Holy Eucharist Rite II, (chapel), 10:30 a.m.

8 a.m., services and Healing services will resume in the 
spring.

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH HIGHLANDS
828-526-4153 • www.fbchighlands.org

Dr. Mark Ford, Pastor
220 Main Street, Highlands NC 28741

Sun.:Worship 10:45 am; Sun.: Bible Study 9:30 am
Wed.: Men’s Bible Study 8:30 am; Prayer Mtg 6:15 pm; 

Choir 5 pm
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Curtis Fussell & Emily Wilmarth, pastors 

526-3175 • fpchighlands.org
Sun.: Worship: 8:30a and 11 a.m.; School: 9:30

Mondays: 8 a.m.:Men’s Prayer Group & Breakfast
Wednesdays:Choir:5:30p

GOLDMINE BAPTIST CHURCH
(Off Franklin/Highlands Rd) • Rev. Carson Gibson

Sunday School:10 am, Worship Service:11 am
Bible Study:6 pm

GRACE COMMUNITY CHURCH OF CASHIERS
Non-Denominational-Contemporary Worship

242 Hwy 107N, 1/4 miles from Crossroads in Cashiers
www.gracecashiers.com • Pastor Steve Doerter: 743-9814
Services: Sundays 10am - Wed. - 7pm; Dinner - Wed. 6pm 

HAMBURG BAPTIST CHURCH
Hwy 107N. • Glenville, Nc • 743-2729

Pastor Nathan Johnson
Sunday: School 9:45a, Worship 11a & 7p, Bible Study 6p

Wed. Kidsquest 6p.; Worship 7p.
HIGHLANDS ASSEMBLY OF GOD

Randy Reed, Pastor828-421-9172 • 165 S. Sixth Street 
Sundays: Worship:11 

HIGHLANDS CENTRAL BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Dan Robinson

670 N. 4th Street (next to the Highlands Civic Center)
Sun.: Morning Worship 10:45 a., Evening Worship, 6p. 

Wednesday: Bible Study, 6:30p; Prayer Mtg., 7:30p.
HIGHLANDS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

Pastor Paul Christy 526-3376
Sun: School 9:45a.; Worship 9:09,10:50.; Youth 5:30 p.

Wed: Supper: 5:15; youth, & adults activities: 6; Handbell 
rehearsal, 6:15; Choir Rehearsal 7. (nursery provided ); 

7pm Intercessory Prayer Ministry 
HOLY FAMILY LUTHERAN CHURCH: ELCA

Chaplain Margaret Howell • 2152 Dillard Road • 526-9741
Sun: School and Adult discussion group 9:30 a.m.;  

Worship/Communion:10:30 
HEALING SERVICE on the 5th Sunday of the month.

MACEDONIA BAPTIST CHURCH
8 miles south of Highlands on N.C. 28 S in Satolah

Pastor Troy Nicholson, (828) 526-8425
Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11, Choir:6 p.m.

Wed: Bible Study and Youth Mtg.:7 p.m.
MOUNTAIN SYNAGOGUE

at St. Cyprian’s Episcopal Church, Franklin
828-524-9463

MOUNTAIN BIBLE CHURCH 
743-2583 • Independent Bible Church 

Sun:10:30 a.m. at Big Ridge Baptist Church,  
4224 Big Ridge Road (4.5 miles from NC 107) 

Weds: Bible Study 6:30 p.m.; Youth Group 6 p.m. 
OUR LADY OF THE MOUNTAINS CATHOLIC 

CHURCH
 Parish office (Father Francis): 526-2418

Mass: Sun: 11 a.m.; Sat. at 4p
SCALY MOUNTAIN BAPTIST CHURCH

Rev. Marty Kilby
Sundays: School –10 a.m.; Worship –11 a.m. & 7 

Wednesdays: Prayer Mtg.:7 p.m.
SCALY MOUNTAIN CHURCH OF GOD

290 Buck Knob Road; Pastor Jerry David Hall • 526-3212
Sun.: School:10 a.m.; Worship:10:45 a.m.; Worship: 6 p.m.

SHORTOFF BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Rev. Andy Cloer 

Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11 
Wednesdays: Prayer & Bible Study:7 

THE CHURCH OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD
1448 Highway 107 South, Office: 743-2359

Rev. Douglas E. Remer
Oct-May: Sunday Services: Rite I, 8a Rite II, 10:30 

June-Sept: Sunday Services: Rite I, 8a, Rite II, 9:15 & 11a
Nursery available for Rite II services

Sept 6-Oct 25-Informal Evening Eucharist-5:30 p.m. 
Thursday: Noon Healing Service with Eucharist.

UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST FELLOWSHIP 
85 Sierra Drive • 828-524-6777  

Sunday Worship - 11 a.m. 
WHITESIDE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Rev. Sam Forrester/Cashiers
Sunday School:10 am, Worship Service:11 am

By Rev. Bruce Walker
Episcopal Church of  the Incarnation

I have just returned from Haiti. I was blessed to travel with 
Jane Chalker, Robbie Forrester, Christopher Dyer, and 
Matt Rickie from Highlands. The experience is still shap-

ing and reshaping who I am. What is clear is that God has 
provided me yet another reality check.

We live in a world that is largely based on a scarcity model. 
People generally think that there is never enough, no matter 
what we are talking about, be it food, time, money or perhaps 
even God. 

In a recent meditation I was reminded that “the flow of  
grace is largely blocked when we live inside a worldview of  
scarcity. The problem is exacerbated by the fact that the mind 
is apparently unable to imagine anything infinite or eternal. So 
it cannot imagine an infinite love, or a God whose ‘love is ev-
erlasting.” - Rohr

Being in Haiti, where scarcity is not just a mental thing to 
contemplate, but an ever present reality, brought me back in 
touch with the eternal. 

My friend’s granddaughter made her first trip to Haiti last 
fall. She described her time there as eye opening and a chance 
to take life in as it might have been in the days when Jesus 
roamed the earth in bodily form. 

She assessed her Haiti experience this way: “The major-
ity of  the people live in poverty. Most are unemployed and 
everywhere you go there are people asking, begging for things: 
money, shoes, food, and soccer balls. There are vast numbers 
of  sick and injured people, who get no treatment for their 
problems. With the comforts and luxuries of  modern Ameri-
can life, it’s hard for us to imagine living in these conditions.

“When Jesus came to the world, he came and healed, 
he had compassion. He challenged the way of  thinking and 
pointed to a radical new life.

“In conclusion and my point of  this whole thing, is that 
we are the rich and the poor. We are the rich having to do 
with physical possessions, such as money, jobs, and so much 
more, but we are also the poor, in spirit. With all of  our physi-
cal possessions, we are far more likely to become disconnected 
to God by having our priorities out of  line. 

“Each of  us is a person, who, left to himself  and to his 
own wisdom and resources, has a spiritual poverty worse than 
the physical poverty in Haiti. If  you are a believer, you know 
that Jesus came with a mission. He saw people’s obvious needs, 
and did not ignore them.

“I think he was put on this earth as an example to us, 
showing that we can offer our help to anyone in need and that 
we should. We should be grateful for what we have because at 
times it’s easy to forget what it’s like not living in a place where 
any opportunity is offered. I think it was really cool to go on 
this mission trip because it always serves as a humbling experi-
ence that kind of  brings you back to God reminding you why 
you were put on this Earth.” 

These are some pretty heady, but also heartfelt thoughts coming from 
a fourteen-year old.  

Sometimes it takes that personal experience of  uncondi-
tional love and eternal presence to move us out of  our notions 
of  scarcity and into the divine world of  infinite abundance. 
This was our experience in Haiti. In the giving and receiving 
we shared with each other, the doors of  mercy were blown 
wide open! 

Blowing the doors of mercy 
wide open
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Dr. Joseph H. Wilbanks, D.D.S.

706-886-9439 • 800-884-9439

278 East Doyle St. • Toccoa, GA

COMPLETE DENTAL CARE UNDER ONE ROOF.

You are only 50 miles away from 30 years experience in top-
notch, high-tech, one-stop dentistry known for its gentle touch. 

• Dental Implants • Root Canal 
Therapy

• SINGLE VISIT CROWNS! 
• Orthodontics including Invisalign  

• Wisdom Teeth Extractions 
and of course Fillings and Cleanings.

(IV Sedation, too)

www.WilbanksSmileCenter.com

The Highlands Police log 
entries from Jan. 16. Only the 
names of persons arrested, is-
sued a Class-3 misdemeanor 
or public officials have been 
used. 

Jan. 16
• At 9:09 p.m., officers re-

sponded to a call from the ice 
skating rink where a woman said 
she had received strange messages 
from an unknown person. 

Jan. 20

• Police & Fire •

Beverly E. Gerard, M.D.
Now Accepting New Patients

 A Biodentical  
Hormone

Replacement Therapy 
& Women’s Wellness  
Gynecology Practice

Empowering women to 
make changes to:

• Take control of their 
hormones

• Improve their health
• Optimize their quality of 
life through a combination 
of traditional and natural 

medicine therapies 

For an appointment or for 
more information:
Call 706-782-1300 

or go to 
www.naturaltherapiesmd.com

Hours: 
Monday – Friday: 

9a – 4p 
Fee for Service 

Insurance Not Accepted

102 South Main Street
Clayton, Georgia

Phone: 706-782-1300
Web site: 

www.naturaltherapiesmd.
com

Facebook: www.fb.com/

NaturalTherapies.MD

233 North 4th Street
Highlands, NC 28741

828.526.2083
ckswan.com
Just down from

Old Edwards Inn & Spa

ANT IQUES and FURNITURE

BOOKS   ART   JEWELRY
GARDEN    G IFTS    K IDS

SWAN
K

• At 5 p.m., officers re-
sponded to a call from a wom-
an at a residence on Cook Road 
where a person was in posses-
sion of meth, marijuana and 
opium. The case is under inves-
tigation. 

The Highlands Fire & Res-
cue Dept. log from Jan. 26.

Jan. 26
• At 2:02 p.m., the dept. assist-

ed EMS at a residence on Bowery 
Road.

Jan. 27
• At 10:08 a.m., the dept. re-

sponded to a false alarm at a busi-
ness on Main Street.

• At 10:10 a.m., the dept. re-
sponded to a false alarm at a resi-
dence on Happoldt Drive.

• At 2:23 p.m., the dept. was 
first-responders to a residence on 
Mirror Lake Road.

• At 12:15 p.m., the dept re-
sponded to a motor vehicle acci-
dent on US 64 west.

• At 3:22 p.m., the dept. re-
sponded to a motor vehicle acci-
dent on NC 28 south.

Jan. 31
• At 2:01 a.m., the dept. was 

first-responders to a business on 
Main Street.
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Allan Dearth & Sons
Generator 

Sales & Service, Inc.

828-526-9325
Cell: 828-200-1139

email: allandearth@msn.com

Loma Linda
Farm

NC License # 10978

Dog Boarding • Day Care 
Pastoral Parks

In Home and Leash-free 
Lodging in the lap of luxury.

(828) 421-7922
Highlands, NC

lomalindafarm@gmail.com 
www.lomalindafarm.com

• Residential or 
Commercial 

• Over 40 Years  
Experience 
• Fast and  

Dependable
• FREE Estimates

• FREE Pick-up and 
Delivery

American 
Upholstery & Fabric 

Outlet

(864) 638-9661 cell: (864) 710-9106
(Owners: Morris & Rachel Bible)

chestnut storage

Look for our sign!
10890 Buck Creek Rd. - 1/2 mile off Cashiers Rd near the hospital 

Storage Units Available
Secure 24 Hour Access

Easy In - Easy Out
Great Rates - Great Terms

Call today to find out why we’re
“Highland’s Premier Facility”

828-482-1045

Highlands Automotive

2851 Cashiers Road • highlandsautomotive.com

Open Year Round Tues.-Sat. 9-5

411 N. 4th St., Highlands • 828-526-9581

FREE Tooth Brushing Service  
with every first visit!

Whiteside 
Cove  

Cottages

800-805-3558 • 828-526-2222

5 new log cabins 
nestled in the 

hemlocks on 25 acres at 
the base of Whiteside 

Mountain.

828-369-0436 OR 828-421-0067

• Investing at 4,118 Ft.•

• See INVESTING page 13

By David K. Bee, Broker 
Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices Meadows  
Mountain Realty

Buying or selling a house is not something most of  us 
do every day. You may do it once a decade, or even 
once in a lifetime. Despite the fact that most people 

enter the world of  real estate only rarely, we all think we 
know how it works, based on the experiences of  friends 
and family members, stories we have heard and things we 
have read.

But for everything we believe we know about the in-
dustry, there are a number of  myths that circulate about 
how real estate actually works.

Buying into those myths can hurt your chances of  
buying or selling the right home at the right price.

In recent years, technology has radically changed the 
way homes are bought and sold, and yet some aspects of  
real estate are the same as they were when your parents 
bought their last home. If  a long time has passed since your 
last transaction, you may be surprised at how much has 
changed.

The Internet has made much more information avail-
able to consumers, but not all the information is equal, or 
even accurate.

For some reason people believe everything they read 
on the Internet, but the information needs to be taken with 
a grain of  salt.

The danger with believing everything you hear or read 
in real estate myths can cost you money when it’s time to 
buy or sell a home. Here are some of  the most common 
ones that can trip up buyers and sellers:

Set your home price higher than what you expect to 
get. Listing your home at too high a price may actually net 
you a lower price. That’s because shoppers and their real 
estate agents often don’t even look at homes that are priced 
above market value. It’s true you can always lower the price 
if  the house doesn’t garner any offers in the first month or 
so, but that comes with its own set of  problems. Buyers are 
highly suspicious of  houses that have sat on the market for 
too long.

 You can get a better deal as a buyer if  you don’t use a 
real estate agent. That’s a completely false premise. If  the 
house is listed with a real estate agent, the total sales com-
mission is built into the price. If  the buyers don’t have an 
agent, the seller’s agent will receive the entire commission.

You can save money selling your home yourself. Some 
people do successfully sell homes on their own, but they 
need the skills to get the home listed online, market the 
home to prospective buyers, negotiate the contract and 
then deal with any issues that arise during the inspection or 
loan application phases. It’s not impossible to sell a home 
on your own, but you’ll find that buyers expect a substantial 
discount when you do, so what you save on a real estate 
commission may end up meaning a lower price. It’s not im-
possible to sell your home on your own for the same price 
you’d get with an agent, but it’s not easy.

The market will only go up. In recent years, homebuy-
ers and sellers have experienced a time of  increasing home 
values, then a sharp decline during the economic downturn 
and now another period of  increasing values. They think 

Truth or myths?
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Larry Houston
Rock Work

Walls • Fireplaces • Patios • Piers 
All Rock Work • Stucco

(828) 526-4138 or (828) 200-3551

Highlands Automotive

NC
Inspection

Station

2851 Cashiers Road • highlandsautomotive.com
828-787-2360

‘Let me help you with your next remodeling project!’

828-342-3500 
kpick64@yahoo.com
43 Holt Road, Highlands

Like me on FaceBook • Kevin Pickett LLC

NaturalTherapies.MD
Bioidentical Hormone 
Replacement Therapy 

102 S. Main Street, Clayton, GA 30525

Beverly E. Gerard, M.D.
Board Certified Gynecologist

706-782-1300

naturaltherapies.md@gmail.com
www.naturaltherapies.md.com

Balancing Hormones  
& Health

828-526-0536 • 865-314-9381

COMPLETE

PLUMBING

REPAIR

Licensed & Insured 
Repair Specialist

Serving Highlands, Cashiers, Sylva  
& Waynesville

Specializing in Sewer and 
Drain Cleaning and Repairs

24-Hour Emergency Service

We Get 
To the Heart 

of the Problem!

Viva Wellness
Stimulating Natural Healing

828-526-1566
Dr. Kit Barker, PhD, Cellular Biology

5 Cottage Row • U.S. 64 East

• Healthy CBD        Hemp Oil
• Whole Body Vibration

• Hydro-Massage Spa Capsule
• Far Infrared Sauna Capsule

Service
& 

Repair

...INVESTING continued from 12

The Coalition for Non-native Invasive Plant 
Management (CNIPM) is a combined effort between the 
Land Stewards (the conservation arm of  the Laurel Garden 
Club), Highlands Biological Station, Highlands-Cashiers 
Land Trust, Highlands Plateau Audubon, Highlands 
Plateau Greenway, and the Town of  Highlands. CNIPM 
will be sponsoring a workshop for landscape professionals 
on Friday, February 26, 2016 at the Community Building, 
869 North Fourth Street, in Highlands. The title of  the 
workshop is “Highlands Workshop on Non-native Invasive 
and their Control” and it will highlight the ecological effects 
of  non-native invasive plants, methods for the management 
of  invasives, and native plant alternatives for landscapes. 
There is no charge for the morning session and all landscape 
professionals are encouraged to attend.

The workshop, taught by Dr. Randy and Becky 
Westbrook, invasive plant specialists from Southeastern 
Community College and Dr. Dan Pitillo, Professor 
Emeritus, Western Carolina University, will consist of  a 
morning and afternoon session. Participants may attend 
one or both sessions. There is no charge for the morning 

Highlands Workshop on Non-native Invasive Plants 
coming February 26

session, and all landscape and nursery professionals are 
encouraged to attend. This session will provide an overview 
of  the invasives problem in western North Carolina with an 
emphasis on the Highlands-Cashiers area, followed by an 
overview of  control and eradication of  invasive plants of  
regional significance. The final morning segment will address 
native alternatives for invasive ornamental plants. Lunch will 
be provided following the morning session. 

Landscape and nursery professionals who are licensed 
pesticide applicators are encouraged to attend both morning 
and afternoon sessions, for which they may earn 3.5 
Continuing Education Units (CEUs) through the North 
Carolina Department of  Agriculture. The Westbrooks 
will review invasive species prevention and management 
principles and practices, the process of  biological invasions, 
and strategies for predicting invasiveness. The cost for 
attending both the morning and afternoon sessions 
(including CEUs) is $50. The workshop will begin at 8:30 
a.m. and will be completed by 4:00 p.m. 

Early registration is recommended as space is limited, 
especially for the morning session. For additional information 
and to register, please go to highlandsbiological.org, or call 
the Highlands Biological Station at (828)526-2602.

that the market only goes up. They don’t think about when 
a correction will come. The recent recession should have 
reminded everyone that real estate prices can indeed fall. 
Economist Robert Shiller created an inflation-adjusted in-
dex for home prices dating to 1890 and found that home 
prices have fallen a number of  times over the years, includ-
ing in the early 1990s, the early 1980s and the mid-1970s.

You should renovate your kitchen and bathroom be-
fore you sell. If  your kitchen and baths work, a major re-
model could backfire. Prospective buyers may not share 
your taste, but they don’t want to redo something that has 
just been renovated. You might be better off  adjusting your 
price accordingly. Many times, most buyers want to put their 
own spin on things but as a seller you need to be aware of  
the fact that your home might need those renovations.

You’ll earn back what you spend on renovations. If  
you fix the heating and air conditioning system or roof, you 
will sell your house more quickly, but you probably won’t re-
coup what you spent. According to Remodeling magazines 
Cost vs Value report, the only renovation that is likely to net 
you as much as you spent is a new front door. You’re likely 
to recoup only 67.8 percent of  what you spent on a major 
kitchen remodel and 70 percent of  what you spent on a 
bathroom remodel. 

All the properties listed in the multiple listing service 
show up online. Your agent must choose to let the listings 
show up online. Most do, but it never hurts to verify that 
yours will.

So where does all of  this bring us? Make sure you are 
using an agent who is professional and understands your 
goals. One that will be upfront with you concerning your 
properties value and will market your property extensively.

• David Bee is a full time broker with Berkshire Ha-
thaway Homeservices Meadows Mountain Realty. 2334 Ca-
shiers Rd Highlands, NC 28741 828-421-6607



HELP WANTED
FINE DINING RESTAURANT 

IN HIGHLANDS looking for ex-
perienced line cook, March through 
November. Please email resume to lake-
siderestaurant@ frontier.com (st. 2/4) 

P O S I T I O N S  O P E N  AT 
CHESTNUT HILL RETIREMENT 
CENTER for C.N.A., MedAide, LPN, 
transportation and waitstaff. Apply 
at 24 Clubhouse Trail, Highlands, NC. 
(828)526-5251. (st. 1/28)

WOLFGANGS RESTAURANT 
IS REOPENING ON FEBRUARY 
12TH. Looking for experienced wait-
staff and bartender. Please call Jacque at 
828.526.3807. (st. 1/21)

SKILLED CARPENTERS 
NEEDED. Local 15 Yr. Established 
Builder looking for experienced car-
penters in all phases of construction. 
Payrate/Experience. Call or TXT for 
more info 828-421-6314. (st. 1/7)

MANAGER, FULL-TIME-
YEAR ROUND FOR BUSY INN/
RESTAURANT IN HIGHLANDS. 
Mgmt exp. required, preferably res-
taurant mgmt. Email resume to info@
mainstreet-inn.com. (st. 11/12)

THE HIGHLANDS BBQ CO. 
Is seeking Servers, Hosts, Bartenders 
and Line Cooks. If Interested, Please 
call 828-200-1500 or Send a Resume to 
HighlandsBBQCompany@Gmail.com 
(st. 7/2)

SALES ASSOCIATE FOR 
HIGH END CLOTHING STORE 
IN HIGHLANDS, NC full time “with 
benefits. part time and seasonal. Must 
be available to work weekends. Retail 
clothing sales experience preferred. 
Please call 828-200-0928 (st. 4/30) 

HOUSING NEEDED
HIGHLANDS SCHOOL ATH-

LETIC TRAINER needs housing 
Feb.-May. Has dogs. Please call Athletic 
Director Brett Lamb at 828-526-2147 
ext. 306.

LOTS/LAND FOR SALE
LOT. 10 MINUTES FROM 

DOWNTOWN HIGHLANDS. 2.01 
acres with Mountain Ridge and Meadow 
Views between Bridal Veil Falls, Dry Falls 
& Cullasaja Falls, Gorge. Lot cleared, 
driveway and new septic system. Tax 
Value is $89,410., Quick Sale at $49,900. 
Firm. 828-200-0949. (st. 9/3) 

WOODED LOT W/ STREAM 
FOR SALE – MIRRORMONT 

• CLASSIFIEDS •
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AREA, Berit Ln., 1.45 acres, 4-BR septic 
permit, walk-to-town, Priced to sell. 770-
861-4249. (st. 7/23)

ACRE LOT HIGHLANDS, NC 
Corner Lot Highlands Glen, level with 
some gentle slopes excavation and foun-
dation expenses would be reasonable, 
underground power installed. Stream 
runs year round could be configured to 
make a small pond, good water sources 
for well. Space for outbuildings or RV, boat 
storage. 6 Miles to downtown. $27,000 
possible owner financing 828-507-2066 
(st. 7/2) 

COMMERCIAL FOR LEASE
TWO UNITS THAT COULD 

BE ONE –1,200 sq. ft. each – on corner 
of 4th and Main, one of Highlands’ busi-
est corners. For information contact Jim 
Bryson at 828-226-2911 (st.1/14)

RESIDENTIAL FOR RENT
3/3 OLDER FURNISHED 

HOME, walk to town. $1050/month 
plus utilities. Call 828-526-5558.

RESIDENTIAL FOR SALE
2 B/R, 2 BA CHALET WITH 

LOFT AND LARGE SCENIC 
DECK. Neat, clean and ready to move 
in. Elderly, long-time owner must sell 
before Spring season.  Selling as is and 
fully furnished. Priced below appraisal.  
February price $142K firm, but price will 
be reduced $3,000/month through the 
end of April. Call owner at 770-393-4597 
(Atlanta) (st. 2/4)

SERVICES
HIGHLANDS-CASHIERS 

HANDYMAN: Repairs, remodeling, 
painting, pressure washing, minor plumbing 
and electric, decks and additions. Free 
Estimates. Insured. Call 421-4667. (9/17) 

ALL AROUND OFFICE SOLU-
TIONS – Bookkeeping Services, 
Payroll Prep, Payroll Tax Prep, Billing Ser-
vices, Virtual Assistant, Data Base Manage-
ment, Administrative Services, Research 
Assistance, Quickbooks Set-up and Train-
ing. Call Mary James at 828-421-0002 or 
email mjames@allaroundofficesolutions.
com (st. 1/15)

HIGH COUNTRY PHOTO/
KEVIN VINSON: scanning photos, 
slides & negatives to CD or DVD for 
easier viewing. Video transfer to DVD. 
Everything done in house. Leave message 
at 828-526-5208. (st. 10/29)

MOLD AND MUSTY SMELL IN 
YOUR HOME? Call for free inspection. 
828-743-0900. 828-743-0900

Larry Rogers 
Construction Company, Inc.

Excavating • Grading • Trucking Trackhoe 
Backhoe • Blasting • Utilities 

(828) 526-2874

Service Directory Ads:
$17/week BW , $22/week color

Classified Ads:
$6 for 10 words; 20 cents each extra word.

Yellow/Cyan Highlight $2/week 
Color Photo $5/week 

Email verbiage and photo by 5p Mondays to: 
highlandseditor@aol.com
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Main Street Inn & Bistro 
828-526-2590 • mainstreet-inn.com

“Ace is the Place.”

At Main & 3rd streets
Highlands 526-2157

Hardware
Reeves

3

19

www.chambersagency.net

Chambers Realty 
& Vacation Rentals

Homes and Land 
For Sale

Vacation Homes 
for Rent

526-3717 OR 888-526-3717
401 N 5th St., Highlands

11

1

Main St, Oak Square,  
Mon-Sat, 10-5 

Sun. 12-4

Oriental Rug 
Gallery

526-5759

Country Club Properties
“Your local hometown 

Real Estate professionals.”
3 Offices 828-526-2520

www.CCPHighlandsNC.com

2

10

42

Santa

BRIAN RENFRO
828-226-0118
brianrenfro@gmail.com
www.brianrenfro.com

Available at 
Jackson Hole Gem Mine
9770 Highlands Rd, Highlands

828-524-5850

526-1796
479 South St., Ste. 5 • Highlands NC

21

OPEN ALL YEAR
DISCOUNTS 

FOR LOCALS!

Sheryl Wilson 
Broker
Call:

828-337-0706

sherylwilsonnc@gmail.com 
www.patallenrealtygroup.com



www.firemt.com • (800) 775-4446

Cashmere
Scotland’s Best Knitwear

McCULLEY’S

“Top of the Hill”
242 S. 4th St.

Open 7 days a week
526-4407

828-526-2338

30 ...on the Verandah 
Restaurant

on Lake Sequoyah

Open Year-Round.
343-D

Main Street.
526-4035

www.wildthymegourmet.com

pat.f.allen@gmail. com 

#1 
Broker 

Highlands/Cashiers 
2010-2015 per  

HCMLS

Jody Lovell
33

www.ontheverandah.com

Thank you for a 
wonderful 2015.
We will reopen 
Valentines Day 

weekend!

Open for 
Lunch & 

Dinner daily

Pat Allen 
Broker-in-charge

Cell: 828-200-9179 
Office: 828-526-8784

www.patallenrealtygroup.com 

828-526-4104
highlandssir.com

828-526-8784
295 Dillard Road

Paoletti

“Invest in Highlands, NC Real Estate ... and Invest in Your Life.”TM 

(828) 526-8118 • 125 South 4th Street

40

WhiteOakRG.com

Susie deVille 
Broker-in-Charge

(828) 371-2079

Leslie Cook
Broker

(828) 421-5113

Wick Ashburn 
Broker

(828) 421-0500

Nancy Plate
Broker

828-226-0199

9770 Highlands Rd., Highlands
828-524-5850

www.jacksonholegemmine.com

Open
7 Days a Week

10a to 4p

BROKERS:
Pat & Deborah Gleeson 

828-782-0472 
Julie Osborn
828-200-6165

Sherman Pope 
828-342-4277
Cy Timmons 
828-200-9762

Sheryl Wilson 
828-337-0706

Emily Chastain 
Operations Manager

(828) 200-6277

Thank you for a wonderful 
2015.

We are closed for the  
winter but will see you in 

the spring!


