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Highlands’ ‘Little Free Library’ turns 1!

Highlands’ Little Free Library turned one-year-old on May 29th. The kiosk is located in the Kelsey-Hutchin-
son Founders Park on Pine Street and is available for use anytime by anyone at any age. 

A Little Free Library is a “take a book, return a book” free book exchange. Such libraries around the coun-
try come in many shapes and sizes, but the most common version is a small wooden box of books. 

Anyone may take a book or bring a favorite book to share. Little Free Library book exchanges all have 
a unique, personal touch. Highlands’ was designed, built and is maintained by many dedicated members of the 
community, including the Highlands School Construction Class. 

As of January 2016, there are over 36,000 registered Little Free Library book exchanges in all 50 U.S. 
states and over 70 countries around the world. Their mission is, “To promote literacy and the love of reading 
by building free book exchanges worldwide and to build a sense of community as we share skills, creativity and 
wisdom across generations.” 

Highlands’ Little Free Library is sponsored by the Hudson Library, a member of the Fontana Regional 
Library System.               – Photo by Kim Lewicki• See FUNDING page 9

Funding for Macon County 
Schools has fluctuated over the 
last few years with the North 
Carolina General Assembly shift-
ing funding to public education, 
while adding restrictions on how 
local districts can spend the mon-
ey they do get. 

While facing budget cuts on 
the county level for the upcoming 
year, the Macon County Board 
of  Education passed a resolution 
asking the state to fully restore 
funding to local schools to ensure 
all students are afforded a fair and 
accessible education. 

The resolution was first pre-
sented to the board of  education 
by Franklin High School teacher 
and North Carolina Association 
of  Educators member John deV-
ille, who urged the board to join 

County to 
cut school 
funding  

Board of Ed asks for 
what it requested 

for 2016-’17

After a budget work session 
last week, Macon County Com-
missioners are prepared to hear 
comments from the public on 
Macon County Manager Derek 
Roland’s proposed budget total-
ing $47,694,248. The proposed 
budget includes $1,047,891 in-
crease in expenditure, the bulk 
of  which can be attributed to the 
implementation of  a new county 
pay plan to address compensation 
issues for longer serving employ-
ees. 

Last week, Roland presented 
commissioners with a step by 
step explanation of  the final stage 
in pay plan adjustments that first 
began in 2012. If  approved by 
commissioners, the new pay plan 
would increase county ex

Public 
hearing set 
for county’s 

budget
Total is $47 million 

for 2016-’17

Mayor Pat Taylor has taken 
issue with the old saying, “One 
man’s trash is another man’s trea-
sure.”

Though the idea didn’t gain 
any traction, at the May Town 

Board meeting, Mayor Taylor took 
a stab at developing a Property 
Nuisance Ordinance – to make 
sure property owners both in resi-
dential and commercial areas, keep 
their environs clean.

“Nuisance ordinances are 
adopted to establish a minimum 
community standard acceptable 
by the public at large. Those stan-
dards may apply to noise, light, 
pets, signage, operating hours of  

businesses, abandoned autos or 
a host of  other community con-
cerns,” reads the introduction in 
the agenda packet.

In many communities – 

Mayor suggests ‘Keep Property Clean’ ordinance
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Highlands Mayor
Patrick Taylor
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•Letters•

Dear Editor,
Roses are red, 

Violets are blue, 
Here are some questions 

For me and you, too.
1. Can somebody explain to me how the Chamber of  Commerce can be considered a 

“non-profit?” Doesn’t the word “commerce” in its title belie that supposition?
2. If  I changed my first name to Charity, would that qualify me as a non-profit? (Or 

to Chastity, would that make me a virgin?)
3. Is the proposed Highlands Food and Wine Festival an official town-sponsored 

event? If  not, then if  I want to have a big birthday or something celebration, can I hang 
7-foot-long banners up and down Main Street on lampposts advertising it to “spread the 
word” and “create excitement?” And can I expect town employees and town equipment 
to do the actual physical work for my personal benefit?

4. Can someone explain the following sentence out of  a local newspaper article; “One 
such issue is the closing off  of  a public place for a ticketed event which according to town 
policy is not allowed?” How can this be an issue if  it is already prohibited in town policy? 
How do you spell hypocrisy

5. Does anybody see the several conflicts of  interest for Jack Austin in being, first, 
Chairman of  the Board of  Directors of  the Chamber of  Commerce; second, General 
Manager of  the Old Edwards Inn, and three, the main pusher of  the big expanded 
commercial event that would potentially and conveniently just happen to take place right 
in front of  the OEI itself ? Pretty good advertising for a non, non-profit, right? How do 
you spell transparency

6. And what about the implied ultimatum to the Town Commissioners to give an 
immediate green flag to all the project organizers’ demands, then an implied threat if  they 
didn’t? How do you spell intimidation

7. Here’s my last and most obvious question, at least in this letter; if  the Chamber of  
Commerce and the Old Edwards Inn can shut down one block of  Main Street and can take 
over the K-H Founders Park and install 6 to 8 for-profit food trucks and beer distributors, 
then why can’t the Village Square Art and Craft Show have its much loved semi-annual 
event in that same park? How do you spell mercenary?

Are roses red?
Is compost brown?

Has Highlands become
A company town?

Alice Nelson
Highlands

Please explain the unexplainable

The battle over coal ash 
cleanup continues in Ra-
leigh between the legislative 

and executive branches. Last week 
I read a briefing from the League 
of  Municipalities newsletter.  The 
recently passed coal ash legislation, 
which the governor is threatening 
to veto, impacts municipalities that 
have water systems near coal ash 
ponds.

The first draft called for resi-
dents outside municipalities that 
lived next to coal ash ponds and 
relied on well water, to be able to connect 
to municipal water systems. For instance, if  
there was a coal ash pond a half  mile out-
side Highlands, homes could just hook up 
to the town water system. Sounds great, 
except who would pay, and what impact 
would this policy have on a municipal water 
system?

Legislators creating the first draft failed 
to include the concerns of  the municipali-
ties. Hmm, how could that happen? Repre-
sentative Chuck McGrady and the League 
of  Municipalities representatives identified 
the problem. They worked to have the bill 
changed to require the coal ash producer, 
aka Duke, to compensate municipal water 
systems for added costs, such as extending 

water lines beyond service bound-
aries.

So, the bill was passed in both 
houses with overwhelming ma-
jorities. Like the original 2014 coal 
ash cleanup bill, the new one cre-
ates a commission of  citizens to 
oversee the coal ash cleanup. That 
commission is problematic for the 
governor. The original coal ash law 
of  2014 had a citizen commission 
appointed by the legislature. Ironi-
cally, the 2014 commission was 
considered to be an entity within 

the executive branch. McCrory sued in court 
claiming only the governor had the consti-
tutional authority to appoint a commission 
residing in the executive branch. He claimed 
the law was a legislative overreach of  power. 
The courts ruled in the governor’s favor.

The governor contended it was the re-
sponsibility of  the Department of  Natural 
Resources to oversee the coal ash cleanup, 
and that he was the chief  executive ultimate-
ly responsible. After the court ruling, the 
DNR determined all coal ponds would have 
to be remediated. The commission appoint-
ed by the legislature had been leaning toward 
making cleanup decisions on a case by case 
basis. Commission members believed some 
coal ponds could be left in place, while oth-
ers would be removed. Experts in the field 
would make the recommendations to the 
commission.

Going back to the current legislation, 
the bill now calls for the majority of  the 
commission members to be appointed by 
the governor. Supporters contend that this 
change makes the 2014 bill acceptable to the 
court and should be accepted by the gover-
nor. The governor doesn’t see it that way and 
is threatening a veto. If  the legislature over-
rides his veto, McCrory has stated he will 
consider filing suit again.

It gets down to the legislature’s position 
of  selected coal ash cleanup, thereby saving 
money, or the governor’s DNR plan to reme-
diate all sites which would cost more money. 
What is the most prudent plan? Duke energy 
supports the position of  the legislature. In 
the meantime, rate payers across the state are 
in limbo land. 

It is not an easy decision. In the final 
analysis we will all end up paying the bill, it’s 
just a matter of  how much.  Our electric util-
ity consultant will update the board later this 
summer.

Coal ash fights over responsibility continue
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...LETTERS continued from page 2

Dear Editor,
Last Saturday, June 4, 2016, I awoke early and saw the headline news regarding the 

death of  Muhammad Ali. As a child in the ‘60s, I relished watching him fight, together 
with his pre and post fight antics. He was a bit of  a hero to boys my age, even with the 
controversy that surrounded his refusal to serve in the military.

So, I was inspired to pen a poem about his life. The poem follows. You have my 
permission to publish it should you think it worthy and appropriate to do so. 

He floated like a butterfly and stung like a bee,
He took the title from Liston with fists that jabbed like a piston,
No one could stop him, not Frazier nor Foreman, strong and fast may they be,
No one had the grace nor speed of  the “Louisville Lip,” later known as Ali,
Conversion to Islam took him near and far; to New York, Iraq and Zaire,
Fighting for equality, money and fame, it was his newfound religion that gave him 

his name,
As he refused service in Nam, they said it wasn’t his faith, rather just a sham,
The Department of  Justice implored him to take up their fight; the Supreme Court 

said no, to decline was his right,
He sparred with Quarry, Cosell, even Spinks, but Parkinson’s proved his toughest 

foe by far, me thinks,
Nine children he sired and lent each his name, as he added the Presidential Medal of  

Honor to his outsized fame,
The Thrilla in Manila gave us a scare, but Ali prevailed as he had in Zaire,
As I ponder the quality that made him most great, his belief  in himself, about this 

there can be no debate,
Meeting royalty, the Pope and heads of  state, he, as do we all, had a meeting with 

fate,
Although the “Rope a Dope,” “Rumble in the Jungle” and prose weren’t his latest, 

as they lay him to rest they’ll say “He was the Greatest.”
T. Harrison Duke

Highlands

The Life of a Champion

Dear Editor,
I want to thank the Highlands Cashiers Land Trust for allowing me to participate 

in its mission as a member, donor, board member and volunteer. After attending several 
board and committee meetings, I have found that this is a fine organization doing great 
work in our community. Its mission is “to protect land resources for future generations,” 
and they are doing that in many ways. They have informative education programs, such as 
the “Village Nature Series” and “Kids in Nature.” The stewardship program of  the Land 
Trust monitors all of  its properties on a regular basis, enhances habitat for native plant 
and animal species, eradicates exotic invasive species and develops trails for public use. 
Actually what it is protecting is your air and water quality, your view and the real reasons 
you love this area. The Land Trust preserves special places like Satulah Mountain, the big 
view, Chimney Top, Rock Mountain and Laurel Knob, just to name a few.

The Land Trust has protected over 3,000 acres in the Highlands Cashiers area since 
the founding of  the original group, the Highlands Improvement Society, in 1909. It 
frequently partners with the Highlands Biological Station the Highlands Plateau Greenway 
and many other not-for-profit groups in the area to accomplish mutual goals. Recently it 
was certified as an accredited land trust by the National Land Trust Alliance, which assures 
that it is following “best practices” in terms of  governance, acquisitions and easements, 
and stewardship of  its holdings.

I will be delighted to answer any questions you may have about the Land Trust. 
Hillrie Quin

 hillriemquin@gmail.com or 
526-2385

They aren’t building any more mountains
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• Highlands Area Dining •

Lunch: Fri., Sat., Sun., 10a to 4p
Dinner: 7 nights a week 5-10p
For reservations call: 526-4429

Main Street • Highlands

Cyprus  
International Cuisine

Open Year Round
Mon., thru Thurs., 11a to 10p

Fri., & Sat., 11a to 11 p
Sun., noon to 10p

Open 7 days a week
828-787-1680 or 828-787-1900

We Cater!
151 Helen’s Barn Avenue

Asia House
Japanese • Asian• Thai • Hibachi Cuisine

WWW.PAOLETTIS.COM

‘Our 32nd Year’
526 • 4906Paoletti

DINNER
&

BAR 
from 

5:00 pm

Serving 
7 nights 
a week

Serving Dinner from 5:30p • Tuesday-Saturday
531 Smallwood Ave – on Harris Lake 

www.lakesiderestaurant.info • 828-526-9419

A unique fine dining experience on Harris 
Lake in Highlands featuring fresh seafood, 
an extensive wine list and excellent service.

Celebrating our 27th SeaSon

Bistro at 4p and Dining Room at 5:30p
Open 6 days • Closed Tuesday

For reservations call
828.526.3807

www.wolfgangs.net

Celebrating our 22nd Season
Southern Living 2016: “Best Place for Dinner in Highlands”

828-526-2338

...on the Verandah 
Restaurant

on Lake Sequoyah
www.ontheverandah.com

US 64 west • Highlands
Open 

for Dinner 
every evening 
and Brunch on 

Sunday

Serving Lunch and Dinner Year-Round.
Gourmet Foods, Full Service Bar
Town Square at 343-D Main St. • Highlands

828-526-4035

Open 7 days a 
week.

Serving Lunch 
11a to 4p

Serving Dinner 
from 5:30p 

at The Main Street Inn
270 Main Street (828) 526-2590

Father’s Day Specials!
Cheeseburger Omelet

Bacon Stuffed French Toast Croissant
Roasted Pork Loin

Prime Rib Dinner Sat. & Sun.
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Open DAILY for Lunch
11am - 4pm 

Fri. & Sat. for dinner ‘til 9p

828-526-5000
595 Franklin Road • Highlands, NC

Coffee • Espresso Drinks
Smoothies • Hot Soup
Paninis • Baked Goods

On Main Street • Highlands
7 days a week • 7a to 6p • 526-0020

Sports Page 
Sandwich Shoppe

Monday:Saturday
Breakfast: 7:30:10:30am 

Lunch: Until 2:30pm

Serving Breakfast & Lunch.

Full cooked-to-order breakfast &
Daily Lunch Specials.

314 main Street, Highlands
(828) 526-3555

• Highlands Area Dining •

Open for 
Breakfast and Lunch EVERYDAY • 9a to 3p

Dinner, Thurs., Fri. & Sat. • 5:30p until
Sunday 9a to 2:30p

(Closed Wednesdays)
Homemade Desserts • Gluten Free Pizza 

& Desserts Available • Catering, Too!

20 Old Mud Creek Rd, Scaly Mtn.

828-526-0803

Open: Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri – 11a to 7p
Wed & Sat • 11a to 3p

Closed Sunday

470 Skyline Lodge Road 
828-526-2121

Reservations appreciated but not required

Altitudes 
Restaurant

at Skyline Lodge
Fine Dining with a View!

Open for Dinner 
Fri., Sat., & Sun.

5:30-10p
Breakfast 

Sat., & Sun
7:30-11a

Brunch Sunday 

Prepared to order by Chef Kirtis

Full Bar, wine & beer

Appetizers
Seared scallops with orange 
and fennel reduction • $15

Smoked salmon dip 
with crostinis • $11

Entrees
Surf n turf lamb chops and 

seared sea scallops with  
rosemary oil and purple  
cauliflower puree •  $40

Summer salad with grilled 
salmon, goat cheese, Roma 

tomatoes, cucumber, egg and 
peppered bacon. Tarragon 

citrus vinaigrette • $25
at The Main Street Inn

270 Main Street (828) 526-2590

Open Daily 
Lunch and Dinner

Offering Brunch Specials on Sunday
www.mainstreet-inn.com 

Norma Jean on the guitar on the terrace 
Saturday and Sunday afternoons.
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Maxie’s Mountain Bakery
Open Saturdays

8 to 11 a.m.  
@ Brick Oven Pizza

Fresh Baked Goods, Coffee and More!
• Bagels

• Cinnamon Rolls
• Breads

• Cheese Cakes
• Almond Butter Pie

• InvestIng at 4,118 Ft.•

Are you looking for a perfect moun-
tain getaway or your full-time 
home?  Will you need to apply for 

and receive a mortgage to fulfil that home 
ownership dream?  If  you have not been 
in the market for lender financing since last 
fall, it is now a new experience.  I addressed 
the coming of  this new mortgage banking 
system last fall, but want to now follow-up 
with some of  the information and results 
this new world of  lending has generated.

To write this article, I’ve read publica-
tions from national sources as well as inter-
viewed local closing attorneys and regional 
lenders.  The main lesson I came away with 
to impart is that it is now more important 
than ever to interview a variety of  lenders 
before deciding on who you will work with on your loan.  

The Consumer Financial Protection Bureau’s (CFPB) 
new TILA-RESPA Integrated Disclosure (TRID) is the sys-
tem currently in effect for loan. Yes, that’s a lot of  govern-
mental anagrams, but the main anagram that you need to 
remember is TRID.  The March 2016 American Association 
of  Bankers newsletter showed that approximately 50% of  

How are the new lending rules actually affecting  
your real estate deals?

the lenders surveyed had either added or 
planned to add staff  to facilitate the new 
rules.  

Why is this important to you?  The 
answer is efficiency, timing and cost.  One 
of  the key changes in implementing these 
new rules has been a longer closing cycle.  
You should go into a loan scenario with 
a 45 rather than a 30 day closing time in 
mind.  To keep the period no longer than 
that, the lender has to have all of  the in-
formation to you to review at least 3 days 
before the closing (this is not a suggestion, 
but an enforceable rule supported by sig-
nificant fines if  not followed).  If/when 
there are errors or changes to be made 
on the new closing document (TRID) the 

document goes back to the lender and the 3 day time line 
begins again when you receive the revised documents.  One 
can easily imagine this becoming a lengthy proposition if  
the lender has not covering all of  the required ‘bases’.  The 
survey mentioned above showed that 77% of  loans were 
now delayed.  It also showed that approximately 50% of  
the lending institutions had raised their loan costs, a per-
centage that matches the number of  lenders who added 
the necessary staff.

A local closing attorney’s response to my question on 
how this was affecting closing was “it depends on the lend-
er.”.  With a lender who has addressed these changes and 
made the appropriate staff  and procedural changes, this 
process goes very smoothly.  A regional lender who I have 
worked with for 15 years told me this was the answer to all 
of  his wishes as his company now has staff  that facilitate 
these deals and handle all of  the day to day follow-up that 
he had previously been obliged to do to give his clients the 
best service.

What should you do? You’re right, this sounds like a 
lot of  information and we have only scratched the surface 
of  the implications and changes in these new lending pro-
cedures.  Make sure you work with an educated and profes-
sional Realtor when you enter this new world of  real estate 
and lending.  A good Realtor will have long term lender 
referrals to provide so that you can make a sound decision 
on whose program works best for your situation.  Your 
Realtor will keep the process going and explain it to you 
each step of  the way.

• Wanda Klodosky is the Broker in Charge of  Land-
mark Realty Group’s Highlands office. Landmark also has 
offices in Cashiers and Burlingame providing the High-
lands Cashiers Plateau with professional and friendly ser-
vice. Visit their website at www. Landmarkrg.com 

Wanda Klodosky
Landmark Realty Group

Advertising in Highlands Newspaper  
and online at www.highlandsinfo.com 

WORKS. 
For information, call 828-200-1371 or 

email: highlandseditor@aol.com

•BIz/Org news•

Front left:  Rotarian Mike Hunter, John Grindstaff, Supervisor, 
Air Medical Team for the Mountain Area Medical Airlift, and 
Christy Kelly, President, Rotary Club of Highlands.

About the MAMA mission
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•The FredsTer•

Fred Wooldridge

• See COUNTY page 15

Note: Fred was a Miami Beach Policeman 
for 28 years. After retiring he opened a rappel 
school on the cliffs of  Highlands which he ran 
for thirteen years. These are his stories.

Four years ago a good friend said to me, 
“Fred, I know you well enough to believe 
you must have one hellava guardian angel 

watching over you.”
 “Not so,” I snapped back, “I don’t believe 

in angels, guardian or otherwise.” I walked back 
to my Bridge game and not another word was 
spoken about angels. 

Early the next morning, an hour before 
sunrise, as I was sipping coffee from my 
favorite chair, I thought about guardian angels and what 
my friend had said. Was it just luck or fate that I have 
escaped death and so many deadly, dangerous encounters 
in my life or was an angel actually watching out for me? 
Did God realize I was too stupid to stay alive on my own 
and would never make it through life for the amount of  
time God wanted me here? Did he send a guardian with 
instructions to keep me alive? 

Then, being the practical man I am, I dismissed the 
thought. Hey, I’m not the kind of  guy who has holes in 
the knees of  my pants from too much prayer….I was a 
street cop.

 Then, while sipping my second cup, I remembered 
a scary, serious crossroads in my life and was unable to 
know what to do. Hey, what have I got to lose? I’ll ask my 
angel for help, reminding my angel I’m sometimes not the 
sharpest tool in the shed. 

But was it my guardian angel that did exactly what I 
asked? A week later I was slammed hard with an answer. 
My path was crystal clear. So, sitting there finishing my 
last cup, I added up the times I should have been killed, 
like when a scumbag shoved a loaded gun in my stomach 
and pulled the trigger. Why did that gun not fire that one 
time is a total mystery to me to this day. It had to be my 
guardian angel watching over me. Now I’m kind of  feeling 
sorry for my angel who has had little rest. I hope he hangs 
in there with me to the end.

Once again, for years I didn’t believe in stupid stuff  
like guardian angels. That was for more religious folks 
but not for me. That was then and this is now. I’m now a 
believer….a big time believer. How else could I not only 
still be breathing but also flourishing?

I don’t know if  guardian angels have a gender but if  
they do I’m sure mine is a male angel. Only a male angel 
could fully understand and tolerate my nonsense and bad-
boy behavior. A female angel just might let me fall all the 
way. But not my angel; he lets me stumble a little to teach a 
lesson but catches me just in time….almost every time…..
actually every time! 

 A good friend of  mine on the police department 
once said, “Fred, you’ve been from the White House to 
the shit house more times than anyone on the force.” He 
was right. I always seemed to be in either “serious trouble” 
mode or “can do no wrong” mode most of  my 28-year 
tenure. There never seemed to be dull moment. Fortunately, 
I was in “can do no wrong” mode most of  my career. But 
I still didn’t believe in guardian angels.

My very patient guardian angel
Even after the guy I mentioned before 

shoved a .25-caliber automatic pistol in my 
stomach and pulled the trigger, I still didn’t 
believe in guardian angels….not completely. 
Some of  those models had been recalled by 
Smith and Wesson for faulty springs in the firing 
pin mechanisms but the stolen weapon that 
should have killed me had not been sent back. 

Later, a guy from the Dade County Crime 
Lab called me and said, “You’re the luckiest SOB 
on the planet. We found a mark on the back of  
the casing where the firing pin struck, but not 
hard enough to set off  the round. Since then, 
we’ve test fired that weapon 10 times and all 10 

rounds discharged. Again, Fred, you’re the luckiest SOB 
on the planet.” Still, I didn’t completely believe in guardian 
angels.

Later that same day, I was called to the chief ’s office. 
He pulled a jigger and bottle of  scotch from his desk. He 
poured me a drink and told me to take the rest of  the day off. 

“No thanks, boss, I don’t drink on duty,” I said, laughing. 
He never found out I turned down the drink because I hate 
scotch. 

I have only mentioned a few major events during my 
career where my angel saved my butt. There are literally 
scores of  more minor events on and off  the job where I 
was rescued. There’s not enough room in this newspaper 
to mention them all. And still, when I retired in ’89, I didn’t 
believe in guardian angels. DUH!

Then, once again, in the quiet of  the morning, while 
sipping coffee and listening to the patter of  steady rain on 
the roof  of  our mountain home, it dawned on me I really 
do have some kind of  a spiritual being watching over me. 
Blaming “dumb luck” only goes so far and I’m waaaay past 
that. Acknowledging I have a guardian angel has brought 
an inner peace to my life I can’t explain. It feels good….
real good!

Well, I’m back to walking with Maddy when she’s not on 
the pickle ball court. I’m functioning well with my damaged 
brain and with my guardian angel at my side. I’m not slowing 
down….well, maybe a little. Thank you, Mr. Angel, whoever 
or wherever you are!

penditures by $478,939.35 and impact the salaries of  181 
employees across all county departments. The slideshow 
presentation Roland presented to commissioners was cre-
ated to distribute to all county employees to fully explain 
the process the county has undergone since 2012 to address 
discrepancies in county salaries. 

In 2012, Macon County leaders started to look at 
discrepancies in county salaries compared to neighboring 
and comparable counties in the region by contracting with 
Springstead Inc, to conduct a pay plan study. The study 
showed that compared to other counties in the region, Ma-
con County employees were far below, sometimes as much 
as 21 percent below, the market grade for their positions. 
Springstead Inc’s study showed commissioners that new 
hires were there employees most impacted by the pay grade 

...COUNTY continued from page 1
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“The Coolest Golf Course in Georgia”

• Incredible Views
• Par 72 Championship Course stretching 6,900 yards of Peaks and Valleys

• Open Daily, • Year-Round • Public Welcome. 
2 hrs. northeast of Atlanta • 20 Minutes from Highlands, NC

For Private Club Membership, Public Tee 
Times and Stay and Play information,  

call 706-746-5302 
Or Book Online at 

www.skyvalleycountryclub.com

...FUNDING continued from page 1
other counties in the state in asking the 
state to restore funding to education in the 
upcoming budget cycle. 

Macon County BOE officials voted to 
approve the resolution unanimously, which 
was then forwarded to state leaders. 

DeVille has since asked to be placed 
on the agenda for the June 14 meeting of  
the Macon County Board of  Commission-
ers to ask them to also support the resolu-
tion in hopes of  sending a message to the 
General Assembly. 

In 2008, North Carolina was ranked at 
25th in the U.S. for teachers’ salaries but has 
since fallen to 42nd overall.

“Despite research showing the cost-
effectiveness of  Pre-K services, the N.C. 
General Assembly has cut funding and re-
duced the number of  state funded pre-kin-
dergarten seats by 5,400 since 2008,” states 
the resolution. “The state has cut funding 
since 2008, so many local government lead-
ers have shouldered more of  the burden of  
funding for public schools by increasing 
property taxes or cutting important pro-
grams or positions.”

The resolution calls on the N.C. Gen-
eral Assembly to fully fund public educa-
tion to reflect growth and student needs as 
well as calls upon the General Assembly to 
reinstate K-12 enrollment growth funding 
as part of  the continuation budget. The 
resolution also calls for legislation that re-
jects the current trend of  shifting educa-
tion spending to local counties.

School districts are funded from fed-
eral, state, and county dollars. In his 2016-
‘17 budget proposal, Macon County Man-
ager Derek Roland proposed increasing the 
school system’s capital outlay budget, while 

decreasing the funds provided to schools for 
operating expenses. 

Roland’s budget presentation to com-
missioners earmarked $6,995,431 for the 
Macon County School system’s operating 
budget and $500,000 for the district’s capital 
outlay budget. The operating budget alloca-
tion would be $342,899 less than the current 
school year, but the capital outlay budget 
reflects a 67 percent or $200,000 increase. 
Altogether, the county’s allocation to Macon 
County Schools would reflect a $142,899 re-
duction. 

“While operating expenses have been 
reduced, this reduction comes in response 
to an increase in state funding levels for 
operational experiences, combined with the 
school system’s efforts in reducing the num-
ber of  locally paid teachers through attrition 
and transfers to state and federal funds,” 
Roland told commissioners last month. 
“Both state funding levels and efforts by the 
school system have proven to be successful 
and suitable as illustrated in the substantial 
[school system’s] multi-year fund balance 
growth.”

By the end of  the year, Superinten-
dent Dr. Chris Baldwin said Macon County 
Schools could potentially have a $2.4 million 
fund balance, which was obtained over the 
last few years due to attrition and cuts within 
the district. Some of  the money in the fund 
balance is specifically assigned to certain ex-
penses, which Dr. Baldwin said prevents the 
district from tapping into it for everyday op-
erating needs in the district. 

During a budget worksession last 
week, Dr. Baldwin plead the school system’s 
case for needing the county to provide the 
schools with the full $7.3 million requested. 

due to the uncertainty on the state level in 
regards to funding.  

Dr. Baldwin told commissioners that 
both the full $7.3 million request and the 
fund balance are needed in the upcoming 
budget cycle to complete the school year

Macon County Commissioner Ron-
nie Beale suggested that the Macon County 

Board of  Education liaisons meet with the 
commissioners liaisons to further discuss 
the budget and to work out a compromise 
that is beneficial to both parties. 

A public hearing is scheduled on the 
proposed county budget on Tuesday June 
14 in the Macon County Commissioners 
board room. 
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• The Humanist Discussion Group 
meets every Tuesday morning from 10:30-
11:30a in the Meeting Room in the back of 
Hudson Library,

• FREE Community Table Dinner at 
the Community Bldg. at 6p. 

• The Beyond the Walls Book discus-
sion group meets at 4 PM at The Ugly Dog 
Public House. Each week a short story dis-
cussed.

2nd and 4th Tuesdays
• OccupyWNC meets at the Jackson 

County Justice Center. For more infor-
mation, visit www.occupywnc.org or call 
828.331.1524 

Tuesday and Thursdays
• Zumba with Connie at the Rec Park 

8:15 a.m. $5.
• Pickle ball is played from 11:30a to 

1p in the gym at the Rec Park.
Wednesdays
• 499ers Bridge Club at the Rec Park 

at 8:45 a.m. Be seated by 8:30.

Join us for our 9th annual motoring festival from June 9-12. It’s a four-day 
event organized and administered by car enthusiasts. All net proceeds go the 
charity benefit of  the Literacy Council of  Highlands. Participants will have 
driving opportunities on newly-paved mountain roads around the waterfall 
country of  western NC. There will be a “Motoring to the Beach” banquet 
and dance at the Bascom Art Gallery in Highlands on Friday night. The 
actual car show will be all day Saturday at Pine Street Park; one block from 
main street Highlands with its restaurants and boutiques. There is always 
an eclectic field of  pre-1990 classic cars which are judged in eight classes. 
The featured marque for 2016 is BMW to celebrate the company’s 100th an-
niversary. Live music in the park will follow the car show. The final event will 
be Sunday morning’s “Cars & Coffee on Main St.” For further information, 
please visit our website: www.highlandsmotoringfestival.com

Friday, 
June 9 through 

Sunday,
 June 12

• Open Duplicate Bridge at 1 p.m. Be 
seated by 12:45 a.m.

1st Wednesdays
• Family Movies at the Hudson Li-

brary at 3:30pm. Call 828-526-3031 for 
titles.

3rd Wednesdays
• Recently released movies at Hud-

son Library at 2pm. Call 828-526-3031 
for titles.

Thursdays
• Storytime with Miss Deanna at 

Hudson Library 10:40 am. Open to the 
public. 

• Weight Watchers support group 
meets every Thursday at 5 pm at Christ 
Church of the ValleyCall Lisa 828-506-
3555.

• NAMI Support Group for individu-
als dealing with mental illness: depression, 
bipolar, schizophrenia, etc., and the family 
members of individuals dealing with these 
challenges from 7 – 8:15 pm.as First Unit

Ongoing
• Highlands Hurricanes Swim Team is 

open to all levels of swimmers ages 6-18. 
To sign up contact Coach Steve Hott at 
828-421-2121.

Daily
• At MountainTop Wine Shoppe on 

Main Street, wine flights. 
Mondays
• Shortoff Baptist Church non-de-

nominational Men’s Meeting at 7 pm first 
Mondays. 

•High Cardio Zumba Fitness with 
Certified Instructor Tiffany Austin at 5:25 
p.m.

Mon. & Wed.
• Zumba with Mary K. Barbour at 

the Rec Park from noon to 1p. For more 
information, call 828.342.2498. 

Mon. & Thurs.
• The Joy Program at HUMC from 

Here in this temperate rainfor-
est we call home, many creatures are 
most active at night.  Nocturnal spe-
cies emerge each evening while humans 
rest peacefully in 
our beds; therefore, 
we tend to miss out 
on their incredible 
calls and fascinat-
ing biology. Here is 
an opportunity for 
you to break your 
curfew and learn 
more about noc-
turnal creatures in 
your back yard. Join 
the fun for Feelin’ 
Froggy and Noctur-
nal Nature, hosted 
at the Highlands 
Biological Station’s 
Nature Center. 

Feelin’ Froggy is a program for all 
ages on Thursday, June 16 at 8:30pm.  
You will learn about the different frogs 
that call Highlands home. A short pre-
sentation will help you distinguish be-
tween frogs and toads, identify a few 
common species, and learn about pro-
tecting their declining populations. Af-
ter the presentation we will hike through 
the Highlands Botanical Garden to look 
for frogs and listen for their calls. 

Frogs aren’t the only nocturnal 
creatures around here. Nocturnal ani-
mals have some fascinating adaptations 

to help them survive.  For example, 
each species of  firefly has a different 
flash sequence to attract mates of  their 
own species, but some fireflies take 

advantage of  this 
system and use it 
to lure their dinner 
over. After they have 
mated, females of  
the Photuris genus 
will mimic the flash 
of  other female fire-
flies to attract hope-
ful males, which 
they then seize and 
devour in order to 
obtain enough nutri-
ents to lay their eggs 
and acquire chemi-
cal defensive com-
pounds. 

Would you like 
to learn more about fireflies and other 
nocturnal creatures? Join the program 
at the Highlands Nature Center on 
Tuesday, June 21 to learn about some 
of  our nocturnal residents as we walk 
through the Botanical Garden searching 
for fireflies (both cannibalistic and not) 
and bioluminescent fungus net larvae 
from 9:00-10:00pm. Both programs are 
open to people ages 6—adult and cost 
$3 per person. Advanced registration is 
required as space is limited. Call (828) 
526-2623 to register and please bring a 
flashlight.

Come meet the nocturnal creatures  
at the Nature Center

11:30a to 1:30p. Includes a free lunch a a 
variety of programs and games. All seniors 
are welcome. For more information, call 
Tricia Smith at 828-338-8167. 

Mon., Wed., Fri.
• Heart Healthy Exercise Class 

8:30am-9:30am at the Rec Park.
• Aerobics with Tina Rogers 8-9a.
First Tuesdays
• The monthly family support group 

for those with family members, friends, 
or loved ones living with the challenge of 
mental illness meets at 7 p.m. at Memo-
rial United Methodist Church, 4668 Old 
Murphy Road, Franklin. For info call 828 
369-7385. 

Second Tuesdays 
• If you are feeling crafty this sum-

mer, the 2nd Tuesday of the month for 
‘Crafternoons’at 2:30pm. 

Tuesdays
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• See EVENTS page 12

ed Methodist Church Out Reach Cen-
ter on West Main Street beside Bryant's 
Funnel Home and across the street from 
the Lazy Hiker Brewery Call Donita for 
more info (828) 526-9510.

2nd Thursdays
• Sapphire Valley Needlepoint Guild 

meets at the Highlands Rec Park at 10 
a.m. 

3rd Thursdays
• Kidney Smart Classes in Franklin: 

from 4:30-6pm, Angel Medical Center, 
Video Conference Room, 3rd Floor, 120 
Riverview Street, Contact Majestic 828-
369-9474

• Kidney Smart Classes in Sylva: 
from, 7:30am-9am, DaVita Sylva Dialysis 
Center, 655 Asheville Highway, Contact 
Sue 828-631-0430

Fridays - Tuesdays
• Movies at The Highlands Playhouse, 

3 and 7 p.m.
Fridays
• 199ers Bridge Club at the Rec Park 

at 9 a.m. Be seated by 8:45 a.m.
• Open Duplicate Bridge at 1 p.m. Be 

seated by 12:45 a.m.
• Friday Night Live, 6-8pm in Town 

Square. Live music. Free
Every 3rd Friday
• Senior Dinners are at noon No-

vember through April. 
Every 2nd Saturday
• A group meets every 2nd Saturday 

of the month at Highlands Hudson Li-
brary at 10am. There are speakers, videos, 
recipes, health tips, and more to educate 
people about any health issues. Group is 
a non-profit. Contact Kelly Woods 828-
421-3520 or live4above@aol.com

Saturdays
• At MountainTop Wine Shoppe on 

Main Street, free wine tasgings from 1-3 
p.m.

• At The Bascom, Pottery Sale in the 
barn from 10a to 5p.

• Highlands Marketplace at K-H Park 
8a to noon.

Thurs., June 9
• The Macon County Cancer Sup-

port Group will meet Thursday, at 7 p.m. 
in the cafeteria of Angel Medical Center, 
Riverview Street, Franklin.  Mary Ben-
nett, Face Painter & Henna Artist will 
present a special program on “Henna 
Painting for Cancer Survivors”. There 
will be door prizes and light refresh-
ments.  Everyone is welcome to attend. 

Sun., June 9-12
• At K-H Founders Park, Highlands 

Motoring Festival.
Thurs., June 9

Retro Rock at it’s BEST!  The Highlands Performing Arts Center will pres-
ent Travis LeDoyt in concert on Friday & Saturday, June 17 & 18 at 8pm.  The 
NY Times called Travis The Best Young ELVIS. Born in 1977, the year Elvis 
died, Travis never had the opportunity to see the King. Through his remark-
able resemblance and his incredible talent to emulate his performance, 
voice and style, Travis flawlessly captures the essence of Elvis in his prime. 
Specializing in the 1959-1962 years.  The reincarnation witnessed through 
his dynamic show is truly spectacular and offers for those who never saw the 
King, the next best thing. Tickets are avail able online: highlandspac.org or 
by calling 828.526.9047  

Retro Rock at PAC June 17 & 18

• NC Woodturners Club meets at 
Blue Ridge School in Glenville at 6 p.m.

• At the Nature Center, Owl Prowl at 
7:30 p.m. Bring a flashlight. Free. Donations 
accepted for Carolina Raptor Center.

Fri., June 10
• SOAR Charity Pasta Dinner at the 

Highlands Civic Center from 5-7 p.m. $10 
per person. 

• Friday Foray with the Highlands Bio-
logical Station. Hike to Whiterock along 
one of the most beautiful sections of the 
Bartram Trail, one packed with stunning 
wildflowers, endless vistas, and a fascinat-
ing geologic history. This hike will also be 
from 10am-2pm and $15 for members, 
$35 for non-members.For more infor-
mation, visit www.highlandsbiological.org/
forays

Sat., June 11
• The Nantahala Hiking Club will take 

a moderate-to-strenuous 8.5 mile hike, el-
evation change 800 ft., to Noland Creek 
in Smoky Mtn. Nat’l.Park. Meet at Bi-Lo 
parking lot in Franklin at 9:00 am, car-
pooling to Bryson City, then on Lakeview 
Rd., “road-to-nowhere” where trail begins 
at the Bridge. Meet at Bi – Lo parking lot 
in Franklin at 9:00 am. Call leaders Gail 
Lehman, 524-5298, for reservations. Visi-
tors welcome, no dogs. 

Sun., June 12
• The Nantahala Hiking Club will take 

an easy-to-moderate 2-mile hike to Cliff-
side Lake Park, climbing 400 ft. to gazebo 
on Clifftop Vista, then descending to walk 
around the lake. Meet at Bi – Lo parking 
lot in Franklin at 2:00 pm, drive 30 miles 
round trip. Call leader Jean Hunnicutt, 
524-5234, for reservations. Visitors wel-
come, no dogs. 

• The Battle of Sugartown Chapter 
of the North Carolina Society, Daughters 
of the American Revolution (DAR), will 
hold its monthly meeting at 11:30 in the 
Boiler Room Restaurant at 1024 Georgia 
Road in Franklin.  All DAR members and 
prospective members are welcome.  For 
further information, please call 828-524-
2673.

Mon., June 13
• Garden Tour:  Five Senses in the 

Garden, at The Botanical Garden at the 
Highlands Biological Station from 10:30-
11:30 am. Free. 

Tues., June 14
• Mountain High Republican Wom-

en’s Club Luncheon Meeting  at Wildcat 
Cliffs Country Club, 11:30 AM. The fea-
tured speakers are the Republican Party 
Chairs from Jackson, Macon and Tran-
sylvania County who will reveal their 

county’s plan for Republicans to win in 
November. The MHRWC includes wom-
en in Jackson, Macon and Transylvania 
Counties. Members and others interested 
are invited to attend the luncheon meet-
ings and to join the group.  For luncheon 
reservations, please call 828 743-1658 or 
email mtnrepublicanwomen@yahoo.com. 
Inquiries may also be mailed to MHRWC, 
P.O. Box 126 , Cashiers, NC 28717. 

Thurs., June 16
• Feeling Froggy at The Nature Cen-

ter at the Highlands Biological Station at 
8:30 pm. $3 per person.

Fri., June 17
• Friday Foray with the Highlands 

Biological Station. Float down the Little 
Tennessee river from 10am-2pm. Kayaks 
and canoes will be available, along with in
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struction from an experienced guide. This 
foray will cost $40 for members and $50 
for non-members. For more information, 
visit www.highlandsbiological.org/forays/.

Fri. & Sat., June 17-18
• At PAC, Retro Rock: Travis LeDoyt. 

The best young Elvis. Call 828-526-9047 
for tickets.

Sat. & Sun., June 18 & 19: 
• Highlands Village Square Art & 

Craft Show. 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. New lo-
cation at Highlands (Bryson’s) Plaza on 
Hwy. 106. Regional art & crafts, live music. 
Sponsored by Macon County Art Assn. 
FREE! For info call (828) 787-2021.

Sat., June 18 
• At HUMC, tea and crumpets with 

Mary Kay Andrews, shares the story from 
her latest book, “The Weekenders.” She 
is known for her mysteries, as well as her 
novels. This fun-filled afternoon is a fund-
raiser for the Highlands United Method-
ist Church’s new Faith & Fellowship Cen-
ter. Tickets are $20. Call 828-526-3376 or 
828-526-2746. 

• Annual Reese Family Reunion at 
the Rec Park from 10a to 2p.

• At CLE, POLITICAL ECONOMY 

OF GLOBAL MARKETS 10a to noon.
• The Nantahala Hiking Club will 

take a very strenuous 9-mile hike, eleva-
tion change 3800 ft., to Gregory Bald from 
Sam’s Gap in Smoky Mtn. Park, through 
Cades Cove, one of the most natural gar-
den spots in the Park. Meet at Dillsboro 
Huddle House at 8 am, drive 130 miles 
round trip. Call leader Don O’Neal, 586-
5723, for reservations. Able visitors wel-
come, no dogs. 

• Shrimp Boil fundraiser to benefit 
Kelsey-Hutchinson Park on the plaza in the 
park at 6-8 p.m. Proceeds will help com-
plete the Monument Garden, the Sitting 
Fountain and the Historic Fireplace. $50 
ticket includes the Low Country Boil Din-
ner and 3 drinks including wine and beer. 
$5 wine and beer tickets available at the 
plaza. Live music by Goldie & The Scream-
ers. Tickets are available at the Highlands 
Chamber of Commerce, the Dry Sink or 
online at www.foundersparkhighlands.org.

Sun., June 19
• At PAC, WCU presents Shakespear 

at 5 p.m. Performance is $20 Fish n Chips 
dinner is $50. For tickets call 526-9060.

Fri., June 20

• Garden Tour: Bog Carnivores at the 
Botanical Garden from 10:30-11:30 a.m. 
Free.

Tues., June 21
• Guided adventures led by experts 

in their field. Reservations required. $35 
donation for new friends includes the 
guided hike, lunch on the trail and a one 
year membership to HCLT, $10 for HCLT 
members. Contact Julie at julie.hitrust@
earthlink.net or 526-1111. Balsam Moun-
tain Preserve Expedition- Our visit will 
include a hike through the renowned land-
scape that some call a living laboratory for 
scientific research and exploration as well 
as a visit to their on-site nature center to 
meet the wildlife that reside there. 

• Nocturnal Nature at the Nature 
Center at 9 p.m. $3 per person.

• Like playing with Legos? The Hud-
son Library is starting a Lego Club that 
will meet once a month. The first Lego 
Club from 2:30-4pm.

Wed., June 22
• At CLE, BEES, PLEASE: Native Bee 

Diversity in Your Garden and Beyond, 2-4 
p.m.

Thurs., June 23
• At CLE, HIGHLIGHTS OF NC MU-

SEUM OF ART. 10a to noon.
• Needlepoint exhibit at Chestnut 

Hill of Highlands from 4:30 - 6 pm. Re-
freshments. Featuring needlework of art-
ists Leila Chapman, Barbara Cusachs, Do-
ris Long and others from Highlands and 
Cashiers.64 Clubhouse Trail. 

Sun., June 25
• The LIFE-Saving ministry is having its 

4th Annual Bloemsma Barn Event. Moun-
tain Faith Band from Sylva will be perform-
ing in Franklin’s 1st ever Amphitheater 
Style Concert. They were Semifinalists 

on America’s Got Talent this past season. 
Smoky Mountain Pregnancy Care Center 
has two free medical clinics serving WNC 
and upper NE GA. 

• The Nantahala Hiking Club will 
hold a Hike Leader Workshop for those 
interested in leading hikes. Lunch will be 
provided after the workshop and then a 
hike. Meet at the NHC Club House on 
Carl Slagle Rd. at 10:00 am. Contact Mary 
Stone, 369-7352, or mary23stone@ya-
hoo.com, for reservations or information.

• At PAC, Guy Bavli, Master of the 
Mind at 8 p.m. Call 828-526-9047 for 
tickets.

Tues., June 28
• Village Nature Series. Dig deeper 

and learn more about our natural and 
cultural heritage at these free family 
friendly programs, the final Tuesday of the 
month from May through September at 
The Village Green Commons in Cashiers. 
Programs begin at 5:30 PM, rain or shine. 
No reservations required, everyone wel-
come. If Fossils Could Talk- Discover the 
History of the Earth Through Fossils and 
Local Geology with Dr. Frank Forcino.

• Summer Reading for Kids at Hud-
son Library. Professor Whizzpop will 
present ‘Going for the Gold’ at 2:30pm 
on be sure to stop by and see the well-
loved magician and balloon artist. 

Fri., July 1
• At the Highlands Civic Center, 

Ron Cromer will present ‘Snakes Alive’ 
at 2:30pm at the Highlands Civic Center. 
This fun program includes a lecture dis-
pelling common myths about snakes and 
the opportunity for attendees to hold 
snakes as well as other reptiles. 

Sun., July 3
• At Cliffside Lake, Michael Skinner 

•HigHlands area events•
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FULL

5:30-8:30 pm

•HigHlands area events•
with Balsam Mountain Trust and live rap-
tors at 11 a.m. 

Tues., July 5
• Guided adventures led by experts 

in their field. Reservations required. $35 
donation for new friends includes the 
guided hike, lunch on the trail and a one 
year membership to HCLT, $10 for HCLT 
members. Contact Julie at julie.hitrust@
earthlink.net or 526-1111. A Walk 
through Time, Sargent to Sunset, Visit 
the historic Sargent property, HCLT’s 
first conservation easement and home 
to a number of rare plants then trek up 
to Sunset Rock, one of HCLT’s oldest 
owned properties.

Fri., July 8 
• At Hudson Library, at 2:30pm, get 

ready to learn all about Monarch but-
terflies and create fun crafts presented 
by Balsam Mountain Trust.

Sat., July 9
• Highlands Plateau Greenway’s 

Highlands Art Tour hike begin at 9:30 
a.m. at K-H Founders Park. You will walk 
Main Street to the Bascom Art Gallery 
for a tour and then see the Bascom trail 

to Oak Lane back through the Rec Park 
to the Highlands Historical Society and 
Kelsey Hutchinson – Founders Park. Your 
leader will be Sallie Taylor of the Bascom. 
To sign up please call Hillrie Quin at 828 
526-2385 or email hillriemquin@gmail.
com. Sign up early.$25 and will include the 
hikes, lunch and a year’s membership in the 
Highlands Plateau Greenway

• Highlands Plateau Greenway’s High-
lands Botanical Tour begin at 9:30 a.m. at 
K-H Founders Park. You will walk to the 
Highlands Biological Station and Gardens, 
up to Sunset Rock and back to Kelsey 
Hutchinson – Founders Park. Your leader 
will be Sonya Carpenter, Executive Direc-
tor of the Highlands Biological Foundation. 
To sign up please call Hillrie Quin at 828 
526-2385 or email hillriemquin@gmail.
com. Sign up early.$25 and will include the 
hikes, lunch and a year’s membership in the 
Highlands Plateau Greenway

• Highlands Plateau Greenway’s His-
toric Highlands Tour begin at 9:30 a.m. at 
K-H Founders Park. You will tour the High-
lands Historical Museum and walk through 
the Rec Park greenway trails, including the 

new Oak Lane and Sled Run trails, guided 
by local historian Ran Shaffner. To sign up 
please call Hillrie Quin at 828 526-2385 
or email hillriemquin@gmail.com.Sign up 
early.$25 and will include the hikes, lunch 
and a year’s membership in the Highlands 
Plateau Greenway

• Highlands Plateau Greenway’s Satu-
lah Summit Tour begin at 9:30 a.m. at K-H 
Founders Park. You will walk from Kelsey 
Hutchinson – Founders Park to the sum-
mit of Satulah and back to the park. Your 
group will discuss the unique biological 
features of Satulah and the status of ac-
cess. Your leader will be Dr. Gary Wein, 
Executive Director of the Highlands Ca-
shiers Land Trust. To sign up please call 
Hillrie Quin at 828 526-2385 or email 
hillriemquin@gmail.com. Sign up early.$25 
and will include the hikes, lunch and a 
year’s membership in the Highlands Pla-
teau Greenway

Thurs., July 14
• At Hudson Library, in honor of its 

summer reading theme – Wellness, Fit-

ness, and Sports – the library will have a 
Game Day on July 14th, at 2:30pm. Regis-
tration is required. 

Sun., July 23
• At Cliffside Lake, Michael Skinner 

with Balsam Mountain Trust and live rap-
tors at 11 a.m. 

Tues., July 26
• Village Nature Series. Dig deeper 

and learn more about our natural and 
cultural heritage at these free family 
friendly programs, the final Tuesday of the 
month from May through September at 
The Village Green Commons in Cashiers. 
Programs begin at 5:30 PM, rain or shine. 
No reservations required, everyone wel-
come. Go Green with Moss- Explore the 
Green Advantages of Mosses in Sustain-
able Landscapes and Traditional Gardens 
with Annie Martin. *$20 supply fee for 
your own handmade moss garden.

Wed., July 27 

• At Hudson Library, 2:30pm the 
N.C. Museum of Natural Sciences will 
present an ‘Animal Tracks’ program. 
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Tuxedo and 
Men's Formal Wear Rental

The Exchange
for Men

322 Main St. & Oak St.
526-5029 or 526-1029

330 Dillard Road
Behind 

Highlands Decorating Center
828-526-4192

Complete Hair Care
including 

Hair Extensions

Massage Therapy
Hand & Foot Treatments

Body Treatments

Facials
including

MicroPhototherapy
MicroCurrent

Anti-Aging Celluma Panel

Personal Training
with Justin

Manicures 
& Pedicures

Special Packages
to pamper you or 
someone special

Take a deep breath, 
exhale slowly. 

At Taylor Barnes Salon  
& Spa you are  

a little closer to serenity!

233 North 4th Street
Highlands, NC 28741

828.526.2083
ckswan.com
Just down from

Old Edwards Inn & Spa

ANT IQUES and FURNITURE

BOOKS   ART   JEWELRY
GARDEN    G IFTS    K IDS

SWAN
K

• Biz/Org News•

At last month’s Coffee with the Mayor at the Hudson Library, Mayor 
Patrick Taylor signed a resolution proclaiming that Highlands, North Caro-
lina, is a Native Plant Sanctuary. Furthermore, it is recognized that the Coali-
tion for Non-native Invasive Plants Management is an organization dedicated 
to preserving the native plants of this region.

Mayor Taylor was joined by representatives of the Highlands Biologi-
cal Station, the H-C Land Trust, the Highlands Plateau Audubon Society, the 
Highlands Plateau Greenway and the Land Stewards of the Highlands Pla-
teau.

Photo by Marleen Salo

It’s official: non-native plants are 
not welcomed in Highlands

...ORDINANCE continued from page 1
Franklin and Cashiers included 
–such a idea wouldn’t have even 
made it to the agenda packet. 

But zoning isn’t a “bad word” 
in Highlands and so the notion was 
presented.

Mayor Taylor discussed es-
tablishing community expectations 
for what are acceptable standards 
for public safety and welfare as it 
applies to the maintenance and up-
keep of  property.

“I have seen a potential prob-
lem where people leave unsightly 
things in their front yards and was 
considering working on an ordi-
nance,” he said.

Commissioner Donnie Cal-
loway said 20 years ago this was 
brought up and “it solicited a lot 
of  comments.” 

Since the definition of  nui-
sance and debris is subjective, the 
board was hesitant to pursue the 
notion.

“This could be a very slippery 
slope,” said Commissioner Eric 
Pierson.

The major concern of  adopt-
ing a nuisance ordinance as it ap-
plies to debris and such in yards is 
someone might not think his junk 
is junk.

According to the documenta-
tion submitted by Planning Direc-
tor Randy Feierabend, it is gener-
ally acceptable that white goods 
classified as broken appliances 
shouldn’t be left to rust in the 
front yard. Likewise, particularly 
with bears roaming around, bags 
of  garbage are generally consid-
ered unacceptable. 

But, he wrote, “is a stack of  
lumber different from a stack of  
firewood? And at what point does 
the lumber become a nuisance –
after one week, one month, six 
months?”

Feierabend said the town 
has the legal authority to establish 
such standards but it should make 
sure the standards are reasonable 
and enforceable. 

“An ordinance, if  adopted, 
should be clear and precise leaving 
little room for debate,” he said. 

Mayor Taylor said his 
thoughts only concerned front 
yards not side or back yards, but 
even so, Commissioner Brian 
Stiehler said “trash is subjective.” 

In the end, commissioners 
decided the town’s annual free pick 
up of  white goods and building 
materials was enough.

Other Town Board News
The board adopted “Rules 

Governing Outdoor Recreation 
Uses” which centered around 
K-H Founders Park, the fact that 
allowed events had to be public-
oriented and sponsored by the 
Town of  Highlands or a non-
profit approved by the town. And 
foremost, no commercial (for 
profit) or private uses are permit-
ted in the park.

Much was included about 
tents – number of, size of, place-
ment of. The placement of  events 
banners in and around the park 
was also solidified with designated 
spots outlined. 

Town Manager Bob Frye also 
presented the 2016-’17 budget 
whose public hearing will be at the 
next Town Board meeting, Thurs-
day, June 16.

The budget has total expen-
ditures of  $14,520,640 with total 
revenues of  $13,387,516 result-
ing in a $1,113,104 deficit which 
will be made up by fund balance 
appropriations from the General 
Fund, the Water Fund and the 
Electrical Fund.

– Kim Lewicki
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Open for 

the Season 

SALE

35% - 55% 
OFF

Sales • Hand Cleaning • Restoration • Appraisals • We Buy Old Rugs

Shiraz has built its reputation for the last 31 years on high 
quality merchandise and service that is second to none.

Main Street, Oak Square, Highlands • Mon-Sat 10-4 • Sun 12-4
Florida Showrooms: Naples, Orlands, Sarasota & Tampa • www.shirazruggalleries.com

828-526-5759

...COUNTY continued from page 7
discrepancies and county commissioners 
voted to adopt a new pay plan that brought 
those pay grades up to market comparison. 

Once the Springstead recommenda-
tions were made and implemented, com-
pression issues within county departments 

were made more evident. Because new hire 
salaries were increased to become competi-
tive with regional salaries, some new hire sal-
aries were near or sometimes more than the 
salaries of  employees who were in supervi-
sor roles or who have served the county for 
years. 

Commissioners directed Roland to fur-
ther study the compression issues earlier this 
year and develop a plan to address the is-
sue in the upcoming budget. Roland worked 
with department heads and county employ-
ees to complete a comprehensive study of  
county positions and develop a plan to ad-
dress the compression issues. 

Roland informed commissioners last 
week that the committee discovered that a 
newly hired maintenance worker in Macon 
County would be hired in at $22,932. Under 
the current pay plan, a maintenance worker 
with 13.9 years of  service to Macon County 
currently earns $23,855. A new hire Sheriff ’s 

Deputy will be hired in at $32,268 with zero 
years of  experience and a deputy serving 
8.2 years will earn $32,913.

To address the salary issues, Roland 
said the committee recommended that a 
method for calculating longevity, as well as 
comparative analysis be used to recommend 
employee salaries. The method would take 
into account the years of  service of  em-
ployees as well as what the fair market pay 
grade is for each position. 

At just under $500,000 Macon County 
would be able to bring 181 county employ-
ees up to fair levels based on the years they 
have worked serving the citizens of  Macon 
County. 

A public hearing in the proposed bud-
get in its entirety, including the pay plan 
portion, is scheduled for Tuesday, June 14, 
at 6 p.m. in the commissioners’ board room 
in the courthouse.

Pay scale chart



• See SPIRITUALLY SPEAKING page 17

Proverbs 3:5 • Places to WorshiP •
BLUE VALLEY BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Oliver Rice, Pastor (706) 782-3965

Sundays: School:10 a.m., Worship:11 
Sunday night services every 2nd & 4th Sunday at 7 

Wednesdays: Mid-week prayer meeting:7 p.m.
BUCK CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH

828-269-3546 • Rev. Jamie Passmore, Pastor
Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11 

CHAPEL OF SKY VALLEY
Sky Valley, GA • 706-746-2999 

Sundays: 10 a.m.:Worship 
Holy Communion 1st Sunday of the month 

Wednesdays: 9 a.m. Healing and Prayer w/Communion 
CHRIST ANGLICAN CHURCH 

Rector: Jim Murphy, 252-671-4011 
464 US Hwy 64 east, Cashiers 

Sun.; 8:30a Traditional (Quiet) 1928 Prayer Book Service; 
9:30a Sunday School; 10:30a Family Service w/ Music Mon.: 

Bible Study & Supper at homes - 6 p.m. 
CHRIST CHURCH OF THE VALLEY, CASHIERS

Pastor Steve Kerhoulas • 743-5470
Sun.10:45am, S.S 9:30am. Wed. 6pm supper and teaching.

Tues. Guys study 8am, Gals 10am.
CHRISTIAN SCIENCE CHURCH

283 Spring Street
Sunday Service: 11 a.m.

Testimony Meeting 3rd Wednesday at 5 p.m. 
CLEAR CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH

Pastor Jim Kinard
Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11a.m. 
1st & 3rd Sunday night Service: 7.p.m.

Wednesdays –Supper at 6 p.m. 
COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH
www.cbchighlands.com • 526-4685
3645 Cashiers Rd, Highlands, NC

Senior Pastor Gary Hewins  
Sun.: 9:30am: Sunday School

10:30am: Middle & High School; 10:45am: Child. Program,
10: 45am: Worship Service

Wed.: 5pm Dinner ($7 adult, $2 child), 6pm CBC U.
EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF THE INCARNATION

The Rev. Dr. Maurice L. Goldsmith, Interim Rector 
526-2968

Sundays: Holy Eucharist (chapel) at 8 a.m.
Education and choir rehearsal, 9 am, 

Holy Eucharist Rite II, (sanctuary),10:30, nursery available 
Wednesday: 10 a.m., Morning Prayer

Thursdays: Holy Eucharist Rite II. Prayers for healing, 
(chapel), 10 am

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH HIGHLANDS
828-526-4153 • www.fbchighlands.org

Dr. Mark Ford, Pastor
220 Main Street, Highlands NC 28741

Sun.:Worship 10:45 am; Sun.: Bible Study 9:30 am
Wed.: Men’s Bible Study 8:30 am; Prayer Mtg 6:15 pm; 

Choir 5 pm
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Curtis Fussell & Emily Wilmarth, pastors 

526-3175 • fpchighlands.org
Sun.: Worship: 11 a.m.; School: 9:30

Mondays: 8 a.m.:Men’s Prayer Group & Breakfast
Wednesdays:Choir:5:30p

GOLDMINE BAPTIST CHURCH
(Off Franklin/Highlands Rd) • Rev. Carson Gibson

Sunday School:10 am, Worship Service:11 am
Bible Study:6 pm

GRACE COMMUNITY CHURCH OF CASHIERS
Non-Denominational-Contemporary Worship

242 Hwy 107N, 1/4 miles from Crossroads in Cashiers
www.gracecashiers.com • Pastor Steve Doerter: 743-9814

Services: Sundays 10am - Wed. - 7pm; Dinner - Wed. 6pm 
HAMBURG BAPTIST CHURCH
Hwy 107N. • Glenville, Nc • 743-2729

Pastor Nathan Johnson
Sunday: School 9:45a, Worship 11a & 7p, Bible Study 6p

Wed. Kidsquest 6p.; Worship 7p.
HIGHLANDS ASSEMBLY OF GOD

Randy Reed, Pastor828-421-9172 • 165 S. Sixth Street 
Sundays: Worship:11 

HIGHLANDS CENTRAL BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Dan Robinson

670 N. 4th Street (next to the Highlands Civic Center)
Sun.: Morning Worship 10:45 a., Evening Worship, 6:30 p. 

Wednesday: Prayer Service, 6:30 p.
HIGHLANDS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

Pastor Paul Christy 526-3376
Sun: School 9:45a.; Worship 9:09,10:50.; Youth 5:30 p.

Wed: Supper: 5:15; youth, & adults activities: 6; Handbell 
rehearsal, 6:15; Choir Rehearsal 7. (nursery provided ); 7pm 

Intercessory Prayer Ministry 
HOLY FAMILY LUTHERAN CHURCH:ELCA

Chaplain Margaret Howell • 2152 Dillard Road • 526-9741
Sun: School and Adult discussion group 9:30 a.m.;  

Worship/Communion:10:30 
HEALING SERVICE on the 5th Sunday of the month.

MACEDONIA BAPTIST CHURCH
8 miles south of Highlands on N.C. 28 S in Satolah

Pastor Troy Nicholson, (828) 526-8425
Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11, Choir:6 p.m.

Wed: Bible Study and Youth Mtg.:7 p.m.
MOUNTAIN SYNAGOGUE

at St. Cyprian’s Episcopal Church, Franklin
828-524-9463

MOUNTAIN BIBLE CHURCH 
743-2583 • Independent Bible Church 

Sun:10:30 a.m. at Big Ridge Baptist Church,  
4224 Big Ridge Road (4.5 miles from NC 107) 

Weds: Bible Study 6:30 p.m.; Youth Group 6 p.m. 
OUR LADY OF THE MOUNTAINS CATHOLIC 

CHURCH
 Parish office (Father Francis): 526-2418

Mass: Sun: 11 a.m.; Sat. at 4p
SCALY MOUNTAIN BAPTIST CHURCH

Rev. Marty Kilby
Sundays: School –10 a.m.; Worship –11 a.m. & 7 

Wednesdays: Prayer Mtg.:7 p.m.
SCALY MOUNTAIN CHURCH OF GOD

290 Buck Knob Road; Pastor Jerry David Hall • 526-3212
Sun.: School:10 a.m.; Worship:10:45 a.m.; Worship: 6 p.m.

SHORTOFF BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Rev. Andy Cloer 

Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11 
Wednesdays: Prayer & Bible Study:7 

THE CHURCH OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD
1448 Highway 107 South, Office: 743-2359

Rev. Douglas E. Remer
Oct-May: Sunday Services: Rite I, 8a Rite II, 10:30 

June-Sept: Sunday Services: Rite I, 8a, Rite II, 9:15 & 11a
Nursery available for Rite II services

Sept 6-Oct 25-Informal Evening Eucharist-5:30 p.m. 
Thursday: Noon Healing Service with Eucharist.
LITTLE CHURCH IN THE WILDWOOD

Beginning Memorial Day weekend
Horse Cove - Kay Ward 743-5009

Old-Fashion hymn-sing Sunday 7-8p. 
UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST FELLOWSHIP 

85 Sierra Drive • 828-524-6777  
Sunday Worship - 11 a.m. 

WHITESIDE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Rev. Sam Forrester/Cashiers

Sunday School:10 am, Worship Service:11 am

John 3:16
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• sPiritually sPeaking•

By Pastor Sam Forrester
Whiteside Presbyterian Church

George Washington in his first address as President 
to the nation showed he understood it was virtue 
that would make our nation great. Political free-

dom cannot exist where there is no religious foundation. 
It is only Christianity that can give to a group of  people 
the potent force needed to sustain that freedom.

Freedom is not the right to do whatever you want. 
That is anarchy. Freedom is the privilege to do whatever 
society allows within its rules. True freedom is doing what 
God created you to do, therefore, freedom in this world 
is following rules established from God’s Word. The 
founders of  our nation were men who saw the hope in 
this. They gave us a Constitution designed, not to limit 
the people but to limit the government’s power over the 
people. The founders understood that ultimately men are 
accountable to God not to government. Government is 
just a tool to maintain order, so the truth of  the Gospel 
can be proclaimed. The idea of  religious freedom in the 
Constitution is not freedom from religion but freedom to 
exercise religion.

That Constitution established capitalistic principles 
that declared every person was responsible for his own 
actions. Christianity readily accepted its role in this nation 
as the guardian of  right and wrong. A person was free to 
make as much for himself  as he could. However, he was 
expected to follow the rules in doing it. This became the 
engine that made our nation such a wonderful place to 
live. That has been proven, by the millions of  people who 
have risked everything they had, including their lives, to 
reach our shores.

We have been a nation open to receiving people 
from across the world. Emma Lazarus in her poem on a 
plaque in the Statue of  Liberty says it so well. “Give me 
your tired, your poor, your huddled masses yearning to 
breathe free, the wretched refuse of  your teeming shore. 
Send these, the homeless, tempest-tossed, to me: I lift my 
lamb beside the golden door.” All we have asked of  them 
in return is they accept the principles by which we have 
been allowed to offer them such hope. To stand fast on 
the principles of  honor, trust and care for their neighbors. 
Leave the garbage that destroyed their hope of  happiness 
in their former nations behind and embrace a new way 
of  life.

What has made America great is her people and their 
commitment to following godly principles. Living righ-
teous lives is a true American hallmark of  greatness. The 
religious freedom our Constitution guards for us is a bea-
con shining across this world. 

The great danger we face today is the failure that far 
too many don’t understand this. Our world is being turned 
upside down by those who have completely abandoned 
the very thing that has made us a great nation.

What can we do to regain that greatness? The great-
ness I’m talking about is the privilege of  being the one 
who has the right to live your life as you see fit. Political 

What makes our nation 
great?
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The Highlands Police log en-
tries from May 24. Only the names 
of persons arrested, issued a Class-3 
misdemeanor or public officials 
have been used. 

May 24
• At 4:10 p.m., officers responded to 

a one-vehicle accident at Fibber Magees.
May 27
• At 11 a.m., officers received a re-

port of vandalism at the Highlands Moun-
tain Club where someone hit and broke 
a light.

May 30
• At 1 p.m., officers responded to a 

two-vehicle accident in Highlands Plaza.
• At 8 p.m., a suspicious person was 

reported at the Satulah Mountain Brew-
ing Company. He was in the area during 
closing time and left his belongings.

May 31
• At 8 p.m., officers received a report 

of painters taking a cat and forcing it into 
a can of paint enough to submerge its 

526-5999
Located at 680 N. 4th. St., Highlands

Open Mon-Sat 10a to 5p

Carrying a wide variety of 
natural products for your  

Mind, Body & Home.

Organic Fresh Juices & Smoothies  
and Salads “On the Go!”

COREY JAMES GALLERY
Objects d’art and 

Estate Consignments
Open Everyday!

On the  
corner of  

3rd & 
Spring 

(828)
526-4818

• Police & Fire rePorts•
head at a residence on Harris Drive.

The Highlands Fire & Rescue 
Dept. log from May 26

May 26
• At 12:21 p.m., the dept. responded 

to a fire alarm at a residence on Falls Vil-
lage Court.

May 27
• At 11:48 p.m., the dept. stood by for 

the MAMA helicopter at the hospital.
May 29
• At 8:13 p.m., the dept. was first-

responders to a residence on Happoldt 
Drive.

May 30
• At 11:03 a.m., the dept. was first-re-

sponders to a residence on Big View Drive.
May 31
• At 6:03 a.m., the dept. was first-re-

sponders to Big View Drive and then to 
the hospital.

• At 1:31 p.m., the dept. was first-re-
sponders to Main Street.

June 1

• At 10:14 a.m., the dept. was first-re-
sponders to a residence on Dixon Drive.

June 2
• At 10:05 a.m., the dept. was first-

responders to a residence on Cullasaja 

Drive.
June 5
• At 7:39 p.m. the dept. was first-re-

sponders to a residence on Rocky Ridge 
Road.

...SPIRITUALLY SPEAKING continued from 16
correctness has destroyed that idea and continues to drag us into a dark abyss of  con-
fusion. Failure by churches to preach the truth of  God’s Word and confront sin with-
out apology has left us without virtue. We must turn back and take the admonition of  
George Washington to heart and seek out the virtue that can come to us only through 
faithful study of  God’s Word. There, and there only, will we find the greatness we once 
showed to the world.

Saturday, June 11 
9 a.m.- 4 p.m. 

248 N.  6th Street 
Highlands Mill Creek Village Condos 

Check Facebook: Wiley Sloan 
for item pictures

MOVING SALE
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• Business/OrganizatiOn news•

Larry Rogers 
Construction Company, Inc.

Excavating • Grading • Trucking Trackhoe 
Backhoe • Blasting • Utilities 

(828) 526-2874

Last week’s Chestnut Hill Art Exhibit at the retirement center featured paintings 
from a number of  the residents who have been studying painting each Wednesday 
morning from 10a-3p under the direction of  Susan Jaeger.  

The classes are designed to help Chestnut Hill residents improve their art skills and 
display their talents.  

Friends of  residents at Chestnut Hill may join the classes, too, when space permits.  
For complete details, contact Mary Bean at 526-8400 or @ mdb.chestnuthill@yahoo.
com.

About eight different artists were featured last week including Sue Blair, Susan Jae-
ger, Martha Parrish & Ken Bowser.

For a list of  all artists included you may contact Mary Bean, Public Relations Man-
ager at Chestnut Hill.

Artists in residence at Chestnut Hill Retirement Center

By Ken Bowser

By Martha Parrish
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Because Maturity is a State of Mind Not a Skin Condition We Offer 3 Options:
MicroCurrent or MicroPhototherapy or Celluma Panel

Anti-aging
The phototherapy device, reduces the appearance 

of fine lines and wrinkles, while improving skin texture, 
quality and smoothness. Using wavelengths that are 
scientifically proven to stimulate fibroblasts to increase 
collagen and elastin, Celluma’s low-level light therapy 
is a safe, effective and convenient way to achieve a 
healthy, youthful glow in a natural, non-toxic, non-in-
vasive manner. 
Acne

Deeply penetrating wavelenghts kill the bacteria 
that causes breakouts, while reducing the inflamma-
tion, pimples and redness associated with acne. A reduc-
tion in lesions 
and overall 
improvement 
in skin ap-
pearance is 
often seen in 
a matter of 
weeks. 

Celluma Panel’s phototherapy device, uses wavelengths 
of light produced by light emitting diodes (LEDs) to treat 

multiple conditions – Anti-aging and Acne. 

MicroCurrent
Microcurrent aids in reducing the signs of aging 

by utilizing a low level of electricity that mimics our 
own body’s biological current. 

These tiny microcurrent impulses trigger chemi-
cal reactions at a cellular level to enhance the pro-
duction of natural collagen and elastin, provide cir-
culatory benefits, and work directly on the nerves 
and muscle fibers. The result is visible firming and 
smoothing of the skin. It also helps tone facial  
muscles. 

Although you will notice the treatment’s tight-
ening effects immediately, the more significant  
improvement will occur gradually over a period of 
several weeks as the new collagen forms.

NC
LMBT
#1429

Located behind  
Highlands Decorating Center  
on NC 106 (the Dillard Rd)

Dr. Joseph H. Wilbanks, D.D.S.

706-886-9439 • 800-884-9439

278 East Doyle St. • Toccoa, GA
COMPLETE DENTAL CARE UNDER ONE ROOF.

You are only 50 miles away from 30 years experience in top-notch, 
high-tech, one-stop dentistry known for its gentle touch. 

• Dental Implants 
• Root Canal Therapy

• SINGLE VISIT CROWNS! 
• Orthodontics including Invisalign  

• Wisdom Teeth Extractions 
and of course Fillings and Cleanings.

(IV Sedation, too)

www.WilbanksSmileCenter.com

MicroPhototherapy
With the healing power of light and heat en-

ergy this treatment works deep beneath the sur-
face of the skin to give a younger healthier look-
ing appearance. Soothing pulses of heat work 
with light to lessen sun spots, even out skin tone 
and smooth the texture of your skin with virtually 
no down time or discomfort.

Call for a FREE consultation today!  
Call Sharon Taylor at 828-526-4192

Taylor Barnes Spa & Salon

Republicans from North 
and South Jackson County cel-
ebrated the Grand Opening of  
the North Jackson County Elec-
tion Headquarters Office at their 
monthly meeting on May 23rd. A 
Hot Dog and Barbeque cookout 
with all the fixin’s preceded the 
business meeting. Chief  grill mas-
ter Mike Clampett, NC House 
Candidate, manned the grill while 
GOP members added all varieties 
of  sides, desserts and beverages.  
The office, located at 60 West Syl-
va Shopping Area between Sylva 
and Dillsboro , will provide cam-
paign road and yard signs as well 
as all the paraphernalia connected 
to national and local candidates. 

Speakers at the meeting in-
cluded Southwestern Community 
College President Don Tomas 
and Jackson County School Board 
Member Ali Laird-Large who 
spoke in support of  the Jackson 
County ¼ cent sales tax funding 
source for Jackson County Pub-
lic Schools and Southwestern 

• Biz/Org News•
Jackson County Republicans open Election Headquarters

Community College renovations 
and additions to existing schools.  
Republican Jackson County Com-
mission candidates Ron Mau and 
Mickey Luker paired up to present 
their view of  the County Commis-

sion financial record in relation to 
the need for a tax increase. 

The South Jackson County 
Headquarters Office will open 
soon in Cashiers. Voters are invit

• See Republicans page 21



chestnut storage

Look for our sign!
10890 Buck Creek Rd. - 1/2 mile off Cashiers Rd near the hospital 

Storage Units Available
Secure 24 Hour Access

Easy In - Easy Out
Great Rates - Great Terms

Call today to find out why we’re
“Highland’s Premier Facility”

828-482-1045

NaturalTherapies.MD
Bioidentical Hormone 
Replacement Therapy 

102 S. Main Street, Clayton, GA 30525

Beverly E. Gerard, M.D.
Board Certified Gynecologist

706-782-1300

naturaltherapies.md@gmail.com
www.naturaltherapies.md.com

Balancing Hormones  
& Health

Whiteside 
Cove  

Cottages

800-805-3558 • 828-526-2222

5 new log cabins 
nestled in the 

hemlocks on 25 acres at 
the base of Whiteside 

Mountain.

• Residential or 
Commercial 

• Over 40 Years  
Experience 
• Fast and  

Dependable
• FREE Estimates

• FREE Pick-up and 
Delivery

American 
Upholstery & Fabric 

Outlet

(864) 638-9661 cell: (864) 710-9106
(Owners: Morris & Rachel Bible)

Allan Dearth & Sons
Generator 

Sales & Service, Inc.

828-526-9325
Cell: 828-200-1139

email: allandearth@msn.com

Larry Houston
Rock Work

Walls • Fireplaces • Patios • Piers 
All Rock Work • Stucco

(828) 526-4138 or (828) 200-3551

Highlands Automotive

NC
Inspection

Station

2851 Cashiers Road • highlandsautomotive.com
828-787-2360

Service
& 

Repair

‘Let me help you with your next remodeling project!’

828-342-3500 
kpick64@yahoo.com

PO Box 434, Highlands, NC 28741

Like me on FaceBook • Kevin Pickett LLC
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Therapeutic Answers for Physical Fitness
In-Home Professional Treatment

Fitness Program Consultant

Alan Frederick, PT, LMBT 
NC Licenses P4692 & 6201

Text: 828-347-2345
alancfrederick@aol.com

• Therapeutic Massage
• Therapeutic Stretching

Highlands Marketplace 
at Kelsey-Hutchingson 

Park on Pine Street 
EVERY SATURDAY

8a to noon.
Home grown items, baked goods and crafts

Complete 
mobile auto 

detailing service. 
We come to 

YOU!
Call Chuck at

772-485-7428

OneStopAutoSalon@gmail.com
www.OneStopAutoSalon.com

Home Improvement Projects
Paul J. Kinsland III

20 years experience
Call 349-5113 or 828-371-9205

Remodeling
Painting

and
more!
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U CALL - WE HAUL
Complete Junk Removal, Landscaping & small demolition

We load and haul away all junk and debris from inside 
and outside your home. A must for all homeowners 

and sellers with unwanted accumulation.

Call Today for a Cleaner Tomorrow!

828-200-5268

Business Card Ads 
$17 BW / $22 Color

Classified Ads
$6/10 words; 20 cents each additional 

word
Highlight $2; Photo $5

5 Cottage Row • U.S. 64 East

70 min. for $50

• Interior
• Exterior

• Pressure Washing
• Drywall Repair

• Window Cleaning
• Gutter Cleaning

• Deck Repair
• Retaping

riospainting0864@gmail.com  
Find us on FaceBook
Owner Elias Rios

ed to visit either office for sample ballots, voter registration 
applications and any election needs. Monthly meetings as 
well as candidate meet and greet and special events will be 
held at each office through November.

For additional information contact Jackson County 
Republican Party Chair Ralph Slaughter at 828 743-6491, 
email jacksonctygop@yahoo.com or log on to www. jack-
soncountygop.com 

...REPUBLICANS from page 19

Three Angels Painting
• Pressure Washing 
• Interior / Exterior 

• Residential / Commercial 

Fully Insured • References Available
Call Jose Rizek at 828-332-1311

Fully Insured • 706-982-0864
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MOVING/YARD/ESTATE SALE
FRI., JUNE 10 & SAT., JUNE 11 

– Carpenters, Mechanics, Handy persons, 
Power/Hand Tools/ Materials/Supplies, 
Nail guns, Transit, Canoe Household, 
Furniture, 90 Laurel Hgts. Rd.  526-2671 

SATURDAY, JUNE 11, 9 a.m.- 
4 p.m. 248 N.  6th St.,  Highlands. Mill 
Creek Village Condos. Check Facebook-
Wiley Sloan-for item pictures. 

SALE CONTINUES, Saturday, June 
11 at 9AM, 240 Sagee Woods Drive

ITEMS FOR SALE
2013 CUMMINGS ONAN 

GENERATOR. Electric/propane. RVQ-
G55OOLP with connections. $2500. 
Hardly used. Call Frank in Scaly Mountain 
828-526-1953. (st. 5/11)

KOBALT DIAMOND SHIELD 
REGULAR TRUCK BED TOOL-
BOX. Deep low profile full size. 
17"x69"x19" fits most full size trucks 
$150. Call Frank in Scaly Mountain 828-
526-1953. (st. 5/11)

CUB CADET RIDING MOWER 
46" cut. $1500. Call Frank in Scaly Moun-
tain 828-526-1953. (st. 5/11)

RV FOR SALE. 2010 LEISURE 
TRAVEL “FREE SPIRIT” ON MER-
CEDES SPRINTER DIESEL CHAS-
SIS. Generator, king bed, indoor and out-
door showers, Michelin tires, full kitchen. 
Like new condition. $55,000 Call Nick at 
828-371-2653 or view at First Citizens 
Bank. (st. 4/7)

HELP WANTED
WHOLE LIFE MARKET & NEC-

TAR JUICE BAR now accepting applica-
tions! Stop by to pick up an application or 
send resume to wholelife@frontier.com. 
(st. 6/2) 

PART-TIME, YEAR-ROUND PO-
SITION, w/holiday pay. 3-11 p.m., Sat., and 
Sun. Dependable and multi-taskers only 
please and thank you. Call 828-526-2203. 
(st. 5/26)

4TH STREET MARKET OPEN-
ING THIS SUMMER. Immediate open-
ings for Mgrs & Assocs, FT&PT, AM&PM, 
7days/wk. Send resume & references to 
MaryBeth@4thStMarket.com (st. 5/26)

HIGHLANDS INN LODGE now 
hiring Front desk and housekeeping per-
sonnel. Stop by for application at 96 Log 
cabin lane or email sales@highlandsinn-
lodge.com. (st. 5/26)

PART TIME HELP NEEDED AT 
BUSY RETAIL STORE. Customer 
service skills and computer knowledge are 

a plus. Contact Colleen at 828-482-0286. 
(st. 5/19)

YEAR ROUND PART-TIME 
SALES ASSOCIATE POSITION 
-- available at Highland's newest boutique, 
Celebrity Collections. If you are an ex-
perienced professional, highly motivated 
self-starter and eager to learn an unique 
business, please send a resume to Celebrity 
Collections, PO Box 2368, Highlands, NC, 
28741 or apply in person at 352 Main Street, 
Highlands. Contact Nancy at 828-526-4994. 
(st. 5/11)

FULL AND PART-TIME POSI-
TIONS available at Nancy's Fancys. Sat-
urdays a must. Come by 322 Main. Street, 
Highlands. (st. 4/28)

PART-TIME ADMINISTRATIVE 
ASSISTANT First Presbyterian Church 
of Highlands is accepting applications for a 
part-time Administrative Assistant. Knowl-
edge of Publisher and Microsoft Office 
a requirement. Please contact Jennifer at 
828-526-3175. (st. 4/28)

SKYLINE LODGE IS HIRING 
WAITSTAFF. Experience an asset but 
not required. Download applications at 
skylinelodge.com. 828-526-2121. (st. 4/28) 

CONSTRUCTION COMPANY 
NOW HIRING A DRIVER WITH NC 
DRIVERS LICENSE. For more details, 
call 828-526-9719 or 828-200-0191. (4/28)

FULL-TIME AND PART-TIME 
POSITIONS AVAILABLE AT MOUN-
TAIN FRESH GROCERY IN THE 
BUTCHER DEPARTMENT. Salary/pay 
will be commensurate with ability and/or 
experience. Contact Don at 828-526-2400 
or jobs828@gmail.com 

BISTRO ON MAIN IS NOW 
HIRING EXPERIENCED KITCHEN 
HELP. Apply at Main Street Inn, or email 
info@mainstreet-inn.com. (4/21) 

FT POSITION AVAILABLE FOR 
EXPERIENCED OFFICE MAN-
AGER. Friendly personality to greet cus-
tomers and work closely with associates. 
Real estate experience helpful. Ability to 
multi-task, attention to detail, organization 
and computer/telephone skills required. 
Some event planning/coordination may be 
required at times. Email resume & cover 
letter to newhirecashiers@gmail.com. (st. 
4/14) 

ADDITIONAL SECRETARY 
NEEDED part or full time. Black Bear 
Construction, Highlands. Experienced/
Good with QuickBooks. (828) 200-0949. 
(st. 3/31) 

WAITSTAFF NEEDED FOR 
CHESTNUT HILL OF HIGH-
LANDS. Please apply at 24 Clubhouse 
trail, Highlands, NC (828)526-5251. (st. 
3/31)

SCALY MOUNTAIN NURSERY 
& LANDSCAPING is now hiring for 
landscape division. Call 828-526-9269 or 
Matt at 828-371-2474. (st. 3/17) 

POTPOURRI STORES IN 
HIGHLANDS looking for part to full 
time sales people. Must be able to work 
weekends, retail experience with women’s 
clothing and accessories preferred. Eye-
wear sales experience a plus. Stop by Pot-
pourri 2 to apply or email your resume to 
potpourrihighlands@yahoo.com (st. 3/10)

FULL-TIME AND PART-TIME 
POSITIONS available at Mountain 
Fresh Grocery. Grill, Deli, Bakery and 
Pizza departments. 828-526-2400 or email 
jobs828@gmail.com 

WOLFGANGS RESTAURANT is 
looking for experienced waitstaff and bar-
tender. Please call Jacque at 828.526.3807. 
(st. 1/21)

SALES ASSOCIATE FOR HIGH 
END CLOTHING STORE IN HIGH-
LANDS, NC full time “with benefits. part 
time and seasonal. Must be available to 
work weekends. Retail clothing sales expe-
rience preferred. Please call 828-200-0928 
(st. 4/30) 

LOTS/LAND/FOR SALE
PROPERTY FOR SALE ON 

FOREMAN ROAD. 1.79 acres. $250,000. 
Any reasonable offers will be considered. 
Call 828-526-5011. (st. 4/28)

WOODED LOT W/ STREAM 
FOR SALE – MIRRORMONT AREA, 
Berit Ln., 1.45 acres, 4-BR septic permit, 
walk-to-town, Priced to sell. 770-861-4249. 
(st. 7/23)

RESIDENTIAL FOR SALE
HIGHLANDSCOTTAGES.COM

Just 2.8 miles from Main Street, High-
lands. Breaking ground this Spring. Falling 
Waters Community. highlandscottages.com 
or call 828-508-9952. (st. 3/24) 

2 BR/2BA LOG HOME, in-town 
on Mill Creek, 3 blocks to Main Street, 
between 4th and 5th Streets, priced to 
sell, $330,000. Great rental income. 534 
Laurel Street, call 904 868-2486 for ap-
pointment (6/16) 

FOR SALE BY OWNER, in 
town,Highlands, 85 Shelby Dr. 3br/2ba.1800 
sf. Furnished. Owner financed,$385.5k 478 
741 8818 (st. 5/19) 

MUST SELL GORGEOUS HOME 
4ACRES Appraised $452,000 3/BD 3/BA 
2/Garages 2/Kitchens Wood Stove HUGE 
Porches-Decks Landscaped-Orchards-Gar-
dens Rock-lined-Ponds Income-Producing 
REDUCED-TO-SELL $299,500 Randy 
828.743.7432 Lake Glenville Area. Optional 
STUNNING 4+acres. (5/19) 

SERVICES 
MALE HOME HEALTH CARE 

PROVIDER. 20 years experience, very 
reliable, have worked for many high profile 
clients, excellent references. 828-342-9015. 
(6/9)

TRANSPORTATION SERVICES 
– Local and surrounding areas. Call 404-242-
5614 or 828-526-3698. (5/19)

H I G H L A N D S - C A S H I E R S 
HANDYMAN: Repairs, remodeling, 
painting, pressure washing, minor plumbing 
and electric, decks and additions. Free 
Estimates. Insured. Call 421-4667. (9/17) 

ALL AROUND OFFICE SOLU-
TIONS – Bookkeeping Services, Pay-
roll Prep, Payroll Tax Prep, Billing Services, 
Virtual Assistant, Data Base Management, 
Administrative Services, Research As-
sistance, Quickbooks Set-up and Training. 
Call Mary James at 828-421-0002 or email 
mjames@allaroundofficesolutions.com (st. 
1/15)

HANDI-MAN – Electrical, plumbing, 
painting, carpentry, yard work. Call Al at 
828-332-7271 or 828-369-6245. (st. 4/7)

HIGH COUNTRY PHOTO/KEV-
IN VINSON: scanning photos, slides & 
negatives to CD or DVD for easier viewing. 
Video transfer to DVD. Everything done 
in house. Leave message at 828-526-5208. 
(st. 10/29)

MOLD AND MUSTY SMELL IN 
YOUR HOME? Call for free inspection. 
828-743-0900.
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Main St, Oak Square,  
Mon-Sat, 10-5 

Sun. 12-4

Oriental Rug 
Gallery

526-5759

Main Street Inn & Bistro 
828-526-2590 • mainstreet-inn.com

“Ace is the Place.”

At Main & 3rd streets
Highlands 526-2157

Hardware
Reeves

3

19

www.chambersagency.net

Chambers Realty 
& Vacation Rentals

Homes and Land 
For Sale

Vacation Homes 
for Rent

526-3717 OR 888-526-3717
401 N 5th St., Highlands

11

1

Country Club Properties
“Your local hometown 

Real Estate professionals.”
3 Offices 828-526-2520

www.CCPHighlandsNC.com

2

10

42

Santa

BRIAN RENFRO
828-226-0118
brianrenfro@gmail.com
www.brianrenfro.com

21

Tammy Mobley, Broker
“30 yrs professionally  

representing Buyers & Sellers  
in NC & GA”

828.526.8300 office
770.337.1000 cell

MsMobley@aol.com
www.HighlandsNC.info
www.LakeHartwell4u.com

Sheryl Wilson, 
Broker 

has joined our  
office! 

o 828.526.8300
c 828.337.0706

33

33

“Proudly serving the  
Highlands-Cashiers 

Plateau and  
NE Georgia.”

114 N. 4th Street
Highlands, NC

sheryl.wilson@sothebysrealty.com • highlandssir.com

David K. Bee
Broker 
828-526-1762 (Office)
828-421-6607 (Cell)
davidkbee@gmail.com

Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices 
Meadows Mountain Realty

www.highlandsncproperty.com



www.firemt.com • (800) 775-4446

Cashmere
Scotland’s Best Knitwear

MCCULLEY’S

“Top of the Hill”
242 S. 4th St.

Open 7 days a week
526-4407

pat.f.allen@gmail. com 

#1 
Broker 

Highlands/Cashiers 
2010-2015 per  

HCMLS

Jody Lovell
33

Pat Allen 
Broker-in-charge

Cell: 828-200-9179 
Office: 828-526-8784

www.patallenrealtygroup.com 

828-526-4104
highlandssir.com

828-526-8784
295 Dillard Road

Paoletti
Join us for our 32nd year!

Serving Dinner 
7 nights a week

from 5 p.m.
Please call for reservations.

526-4906

828-526-2338

30 ...on the Verandah 
Restaurant

on Lake Sequoyah

www.ontheverandah.com

Open for Dinner
every evening 
and Brunch on 

Sunday

BROKERS:
Pat & Deborah Gleeson 

828-782-0472 
Julie Osborn
828-200-6165

Sherman Pope 
828-342-4277
Cy Timmons 
828-200-9762

Steve Shepphard
404-219-1249

“Invest in Highlands, NC Real Estate ... and Invest in Your Life.”TM 

(828) 526-8118 • 125 South 4th Street

40

WhiteOakRG.com

Susie deVille 
Broker-in-Charge

(828) 371-2079

Leslie Cook
Broker

(828) 421-5113

Wick Ashburn 
Broker

(828) 421-0500

Nancy Plate
Broker

828-226-0199

Emily Chastain 
Operations Manager

(828) 200-6277

Open Year-Round.
343-D

Main Street.
526-4035

www.wildthymegourmet.com

Lunch daily 
11a-4p
Dinner

beginning at 
5:30pOpen 7 days a week!

Open
7 Days a Week.

10a to 4p
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