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The year 2016 was quite a
year in Highlands and beyond.

The USFS was busy renovat-
ing parks, working with local fire
& rescue teams on deaths at area
waterfalls and fighting fires.

The town saw new com-
mercial expansion, policy changes
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and changes in administration and
more.

Here are some highlights.

January

* Highlands Ice Skating Rink
officially opened Mon., Jan. 4. The
Williams of Old Edwards Hospi-
tality Group donated $314,841 to-

ward the project.

* Room tax proceeds point to
a healthy economy. Highlands area
accounts for more than half of the
total room occupancy tax collected
each year in Macon County.

* A visit to Dry Falls turns
deadly when Sean Kasey, 45, of

Villa Rica, GA fell into the icy wa-
ters at the base of Dry Falls.

* The first snow of 2016 was
Sunday, Jan. 17.

* First Baptist Church is set to
expand fellowship hall.

* 4th Street Market planned

eSee YEAR IN REVIEW page 2
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The first snow of 2017 began falling Friday afternoon and dropped about six inches before it ended Saturday morning. Highlanders wasted no time taking advantage of the snowfall — sledding on

Monkey Hill, skating at K-H Founders Park, tubing at Scaly Mountain Outdoor Center and to ease sore muscles ... swimming at the Highlands Rec Park pool.

— Photos by Jim Lewicki

Governor Cooper tells Washington that NC will seek to expand Medicaid

“Right now, North Carolina tax dollars are going to Washington, where they are being redistributed to states that have expanded Medicaid. To date, 31 states and
Washington DC have expanded coverage through Medicaid; in 2016 these states received more than $70 billion in federal funds. “Why should North Carolinians pay for
Medicaid expansion in states like New Jersey, Ohio and Indiana when we don’t even expand it to our own people?”

RALEIGH, NC — Gow.
Roy Cooper served notice today

that he is secking federal approval

that would allow the state to cover
more uninsured North Carolinians

through Medicaid.

Cooper, who has called for
broader health care coverage by ex-
panding Medicaid, sent a letter to

the Centers for Medicare & Medic-
aid Services (CMS) in Washington.
If CMS approves a change, if local

matching money can be secured,
and if state eligibility requirements
eSee MEDICAID page 5
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‘Home Furnishing Center’
Open
Mon. through Sat.
9a-S5p
2089 Highway 106
828-526-5577

Highlands

Contact us today for a consultation on how your home can be marketed in Western North Carolina and around the world.

Thank YOU for making 2016 a year to remember!
2016 was a year of growth, a year of prosperity and most importantly a year filled with wonderful memories.
YOU have made Highlands Sotheby’s the Top Producing Firm in Highlands for the third year in a row.

Sotheby’s

INTERNATIONAL REALTY

828.526.4104

The

CAR SPA

of Highlands
Exciting things

are happening!
154 Highlands Plaza




Page 2 - Highlands Newspaper - Thurs,, Jan. 12,2017 — 626-200-15/1

 THE PLATEAU’S POSITION *
«MAYOR ON DuUTYe

Dealing with winter weather in Highlands

sulting in opportunities to think and

plan. Let me share some thoughts.

First, when there is snow and ice on
the roads, the garbage collection schedule
has to be adjusted. I am writing this piece
mid-Monday morning where the 10-de-
gree temperature is just now beginning to
climb. Ice still remains on the smaller, tree
shaded roads.

In these icy conditions primary con-
sideration has to be for worker safety and
the protection of equipment. On a not-
mal day, crews make hundreds of stops
where a worker jumps off the truck to re-
trieve and dispose of household garbage.
If there is ice on the ground, one misstep
could result in serious injury, so worker
safety is paramount.

Also, operating a quarter of a million
dollar garbage truck on icy roads can be a
problem. One roll over or slide off could
cost thousands of dollars. It is unlikely a
damaged garbage truck can be repaired lo-
cally. These trucks are complex and spe-
cialized, so a repair could take weeks or
even months.

Today our large trucks rolled out later
than usual as conditions improved. They
hit all the large streets that were mostly

I t’s that time of year, heavy snow re-
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ice-free. Our alternative plan
was to run our smaller four-
wheel drive trucks on the
smaller, icy streets. But, all the
adjustments take time, and
workers inevitably get behind
the normal schedule.

One citizen called Town
Hall to let us know that his
street was so covered in ice
that he thought the garbage
ctew should not even at-
tempt to collect until the ice
was gone. What a kind and
thoughtful person. In freezing tempera-
tures garbage isn’t going to spoil if not
picked up on schedule. God bless him for
being concerned for the safety of people
more than his garbage.

I called WHLC to let folks know the
garbage collection would be behind sched-
ule. The radio is a good way of getting in-
formation out. I also talked with our new
Town Manager, Josh Ward, about the situ-
ation. We thought about another way of
communicating information fast. His idea
is for the town to develop a messaging sys-
tem on the town website where daily infor-
mation can be posted. We will work on the
idea.

Fortunately, this first snow produced
no major power outages. Highlands’ crews
provide immediate response to power out-
ages.

Customers can call Town Hall at 526-
2118 if there is a power failure or waterline
rupture, during the normal business hours
from 8 am to 4:30 pm. The office staff has
radios and dispatches crews immediately.

Mayor Pat Taylor

For an unforgettable expedition on
the Highlands-Cashiers plateau call:

L"-“hl nﬂ

LACArSIoNg

828. 333 7_980

For outages after hours, please
call 911. The emergency op-
erator will dispatch our people
who are on call.

Now, I know some folks
are reluctant to call 911 for
fear of being charged with
calling for a non- emergency
problem. Loss of power and
waterline breaks are emer-
gencies. If someone calls the
911 when it is snowing to ask
about the weather, well that’s
another matter.

Nevertheless, folks can also call the
non-emergency number at 526-4131. 911
operators will answer and respond if they
are not taking a critical emergency call.

Let me once again thank our public
works people who were ready, willing and
did go on duty during this winter event.

Do you need help
with staying warm

this winter?

The Highlands Emergency Council
will be accepting applications requesting
financial help for the cost of propane gas,
fuel oil, and wood. Applications will be ac-
cepted on Thurs., January, 12; Fri,, January
13; Mon., January 16 and Wed., January 18
from 10 am to 2 pm at the HEC office on
Poplar Street (next to Wilson gas). Proof
of income is required. No applications will
be accepted after these dates. Applications
must be filled out in person, no applications
will be taken over the phone.
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for old Stop n’ Shop parcel.

¢ A lost hiker on the AT is rescued near
Albert Mountain.

* Year two for longer school days at
Highlands School OK’d.

February

* Elections Director Kim Bishop
pleads guilty to fraud in Federal Court

e Town unrolls Altitude Broadband
utility.

* Scouting in America is 105 years old.

* County donates $50,000 to comple-
tion of K-H Founders Park.

¢ US Cellular tower behind fire station
gets green light.

* Lea Dallmann was named “Firefight-
er of the Year” at annual banquet.

* Community is stunned by dramatic
crash on 4th Street where car ends up in
tree in front of John Cleaveland Realty.

March

* Questions about Satulah Summit ac-
cess linger.

* Miranda Dotson wins 4th
sion News” emmy.

e Skateboard Park on Rec Park wish
list.

* Community stops resurrection of
hydro power plant on Cullasaja River.

* The state of Highlands drinking wa-
ter explained.

* MC BOE considers
“spankings.”

* USES begins improvements for area
attractions.

April

* Lowering of Mirror Lake causes con-
cern/explained.

* Owners of Park on Main seek condi-
tional zone to erect new hotel in “the Pit.”

* Boat retrieved from the depths of
Lake Sequoyah comes to rest at HHS Vil-

“Televi-

future of

eSee YEAR IN REVIEW page 7
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Breaking down highest salaries for WNC county employees

By Michael Gebelein
Carolina Public Press

People rarely, if ever, get into a career
in public service to get rich, according to
popular wisdom. As it turns out, some sala-
ries are more generous than others.Salaries
of top county employees

Carolina Public Press recently request-
ed records from each of the 19 counties
in Western North Carolina to show what
top officials make in each county. Compar-
ing these records shows that some county
government jobs and elected positions in
the region are far more lucrative than oth-
ers and not every county apportions its re-
sources in a similar fashion.

In 12 of the state’s 19 westernmost
counties, for instance, the county manager
is the highest-paid public official, with sala-
ries ranging from almost $250,000 per year

« OBITUARIES

Dorothy ‘Dottie’ K. Berry

in Buncombe County, the largest salary for
a single public official in the region, to less
than $55,000 per year for the county man-
ager in Mitchell County.

Carolina Public Press submitted re-
cords requests for a summary of the salaries
and benefits of the 10 highest paid employ-
ees in each county, as well as the compensa-
tion packages for elected officials employed
by the counties. An analysis of those docu-
ments showed large disparities, in some
cases, in how counties compensate their em-
ployees.

This article focuses on non-elected po-
sitions not connected to education. Upcom-
ing articles will look at pay levels for county
commissioners, sheriffs and other elected
offices, as well as for school officials.

County managers lead the way

The county manager, whom county

Dorothy K.Berry,
“Dottie” to her friends and
“TuTu” to her family, passed
away peacefully in her sleep
on December 28, 2016.
Born in Harrisburg, Pa. on |
December 15, 1922, the only
child of George and Esther
Kling, Dottie was a child of
the Great Depression and |}
a bride in WW II, marrying |
William H. Berry III (Col. |g
USMCR) in April, 1945 after
attending Gettysburg College for several
yeats.

Dottie and her family moved to St.
Petersburg Beach in 1953 and she resided
there at the time of her passing. In 1965
Dottie went to work for Maas Bros. De-
partment store in downtown St. Petersburg
in the Personnel Department. She eventu-
ally became the head of personnel for that
store before relocating to the same position
at the Tyrone Square Mall store from which
she retired in 1985.

In 1974 she was appointed to the Pi-
nellas County Manpower Planning Coun-
cil and in 1977 she was appointed to the
Pinellas County Unified Personnel Board.
In addition to her volunteer work for the
county, in retirement Dottie mentored sev-
eral students at Gulf Beaches Elementary.
Her love of family was what she cherished
most. She also enjoyed bridge, gardening,
hummingbirds and the beach.

She thoroughly en-
joyed her time at her sum-
mer home on Buck Creek in
Highlands where she spent
many springs, summers,falls
and Thanksgivings for more
than 30 years.

Dottie is survived by
her son, Doug (Marti) Berry
of Clearwater and daughters
Susan (Brian) Bell of New
Port Richey and Barbara
(Ed) Brown of St. Peters-
burg; seven grandchildren, Mindy (Cliff)
Hinckley, Bill (Julie) Berry, Brenna (Heath)
White, Ben (Allison) Berry, Clayton (Kelly)
Bell, Brianne Bell, Cassidy (Brandon) Mann,
Reese Brown and McLayne Brown; and nine
great grandchildren. Bill, her husband of 55
years predeceased her in 2000, A Celebra-
tion of Life will be held at Beach Memorial
Chapel, 301 Corey Ave St Pete Beach Sun-
day, Jan 15, 2017 at 5 p.m.

In lieu of flowers, the family asks that
you consider a donation in memory of Dot-
tie to Johns Hopkins All Children’s Hospital
in St Petersburg or a charity of your choice.

The family would also like to express its
deepest appreciation for the kind and loving
care afforded Dottie by the staff and admin-
istration of The Villas at Sunset Bay, New
Port Richey, during her time there. For con-
dolences visit beachmemorialchapel.com.

eSee OBITUARIES page 4

commissioners typically hire, is often the
highest-profile unelected official in a coun-
ty’s government. The manager, according to
North Carolina law, is responsible for pre-
paring the county budget, hiring and firing
county employees, supervising the operation
of county departments and implementing
the rulings passed down by commission-
ers. Every county in WINC operates under a
“county-manager plan.”

The manager is the highest-paid public
employee in 12 of the 19 WNC counties.

However, in Clay, Graham, Haywood
and Madison counties, dentists employed by
the county health department are the highest
paid employees.

Jackson County’s finance director, Cher-
okee County’s attorney and Mitchell Coun-
ty’s human resources director are the highest
paid employees in those counties.

In Buncombe County, County Manager
Wanda Greene receives an annual salary of
$241,791 per year — the highest salary for
any public official in the region. Greene be-

came the manager of Buncombe County,
the region’s most populous, in 1997.

Steve Wyatt, the manager of neighbor-
ing Henderson County, holds the second-
highest salary for a county manager in the
region at $185,000. Wyatt’s compensation
package includes a $7,800 car allowance,
a $700 phone allowance and more than
$70,000 in bonuses.

Burke County Manager Brian Steen re-
ceives a $158,100 per year salary and a $5,000
per year travel allowance. Haywood County
Manager Ira Dove makes almost $145,000
per year and Jackson County manager Don
Adams Jr. makes $125,010 per year. Macon
County’s Derek Roland ($120,000), Ruth-
erford County’s Steve Garrison ($105,800),
Transylvania County’s Jaime Laughter

($100,023) and Watauga County’s Deron
Geouque ($118,213) round out the county
managers in the region making more than

$100,000 per year.
On the lower end of the spectrum,
eSee SALARIES page 8
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e HIGHLANDS AREA DINING
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Jessie Caroline Picklesimer Owens

Jessie  Caroline  Picklesimer
Owens, 95, went home to be with
the Lord Sunday, January 8, 2017.

Mrs. Owens was born in Ma-
con County to the late John Wesley
and Gertie Rogers Picklesimer. She
was martied to the late Rev. Harry
Owens. Mrs. Jessie enjoyed garden-
ing, canning, fishing, and her chick-
ens. She kept a garden and chickens
until she was 93. She was a true pas-
tor’s wife and was a “Memaw” to .
everybody. She was also a faithful member of Macedonia Baptist
Church.

Survivors include two daughters, Jewel Wolfrey of Clayton, GA
and Juanita Faught (Don) of Woodbridge VA; two sons, Ken Ow-
ens (Jane) of Clayton, GA and Harold Owens (Ruth Ann) of Ten-
nille, GA; ten grandchildren; eighteen great-grandchildren, and one
great-great grandchild; a brother, Burt Coolidge Picklesimer.

A funeral service will be held 2 p.m. Saturday, January 14, 2017
at Macedonia Baptist Church with the Rev. Rusty Wolfrey, Rev. Ron-
nie Owens, and Rev. Clinton Owens officiating. Burial will follow in
the church cemetery. The family will receive friends from 12:30-2:00
p.m. prior to the service at the church.

Bryant-Grant Funeral Home and Crematory is serving the
Owens family. Online condolences may be left at wwwbryantgrant-
funeralhome.com.

Two Movies This Week!

Now SHOWING
e —_—

Hidden Figures

Starring Taraji P. Honson, Octavia Spencer, Janolle Monde
This Week:
1/13 thru 1/17
Sl & Su HIDDE
Fri. Sat, & Sun g L U8
then 2, 5, & 8 pm FIGURES
Mon & Tues
Manchester by

the 3
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Drama | Rated PG &
All Tickets are §9 B

gxcept on

$2 Off Tuesduys

For more information or to purchase tickets
see our website highlandsplayhouse.org

Highlands
Playhouse

362 Oak St
828-526-2695

geee

Cyprus
Internatlonal Cuisine

Brunch: Sat. & Sun.,

10a to 3p

Dinner: Mon-Thurs & Sun., 5-9p
Fri. & Sat.5-10p

For reservations call: 526-4429

828-526-4035

| WILD THYME Gou RMET

R EB8 T A W a MNT

Serving Lunch and Dinner Year-Round.

Gourmet Foods, Full Service Bar
Town Square at 343-D Main St. * Highlands

Serving Lunch
llato 4p
Serving Dinner
from 5:30p
Closed Sunday for
Dinner and all day
Wednesday

otsla gftouse

Japanese ¢ Asian® Thai * Hibachi Cuisine

Open Year Round
Mon., thruThurs., | la to 10p
Fri.,, & Sat.,llato |l p
Sun., noon to 10p
Closed Wednesdays
828-787-1680 or 828-787-1900
We Cater!
151 Helen’s Barn Avenue

Lo
™
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Coffee « Espresso Drinks
Smoothies * Hot Soup
Paninis * Baked Goods

On Main Street ¢ Highlands
7 days a week * 7a to 6p * 526-0020

The
LOG CABIN

COMFORTABLE ITALIAN,
STEAKS & FRESH SEAFOOD

WEEKDAYS ENJOY OUR

THREE FOR 30 MENU

THREE COURSES FOR $30

Dinner Nightly at 5:00 PM
Monday - Saturday
OPEN YEAR ROUND!

Just off Main Street in a historic
1924 Joe Webb log cabin

B28 526-5777
www.LogCabinHighlands.com
130 LOG CABIN LANE
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are changed, then more than a half-million
North Carolinians could receive health care
beginning in January 2018.

“This is North Carolina common
sense,” Cooper said. “We can receive be-
tween $3 billion and $4 billion to pay for
care that hospitals and other providers now
give away. That will create jobs, bolster our
hospitals, could save some rural hospitals
and work toward more stable private insur-
ance premiums.”

The NC Hospital Association says the
state’s hospitals provide about $1 billion in
care annually to residents who cannot pay
for it. Hospitals would receive a significant

NEGTAR

Juice Bar

Juioe Cleansing gives your digestive systen
mch eeded break, It allows the body o
Toous on cther tsks, such as elimimating the
kel napr ol pondns, reduocing ndkumation,
el assistingg in collular regeneration.

JOIN US FOR OUR
"WINTER DETOX"
JUICE CLEANSE
JAMN 23RI - JAN 25TH

Yo ey choose to join us for
1 dhay, 2 chays, Scbays, or all 5 Days
ol juice deusing, SPACE IS LIMITED,
For e informstion call s ar 828,526,509
or ensil wholelife@frontier.conm

T T T e e T e T e T T e T T T T T e

share of additional Medicaid dollars that
would come back to the state under Coo-
per’s plan. Cooper believes the contributions
can be paid through a combination of sav-
ings in existing state expenditures due to the
new federal funding and a local matching
contribution. Hospitals would contribute a
5% local match that CMS requires. Depend-
ing on how many additional residents enroll
in the expanded program, the hospitals’
contribution could be between $100 million
and $150 million in the first year.

The Cooper Administration says that a
2013 state law that prohibits the governor
from secking to provide health care for low-
income North Carolinians does not apply to
this draft plan.

“Right now, North Carolina tax dol-
lars are going to Washington, where they
are being redistributed to states that have
expanded Medicaid,” Cooper said. To date,
31 states and Washington DC have ex-
panded coverage through Medicaid; in 2016
these states received more than $70 billion
in federal funds. “Why should North Caro-
linians pay for Medicaid expansion in states
like New Jersey, Ohio and Indiana when we
don’t even expand it to our own people?”

The state will accept comments for 10
days on North Carolina’s notice of intent
to amend its Medicaid plan. The Cooper
Administration then will file a State Plan
Amendment with CMS.

NC Office of the Governor
20301 Mail Service Center
Raleigh, NC 27699-0301

919-814-2000

COREY JAMES GALLERY
9th Annual
Winter Sale

Open Everyday!

corner
| of3rd &
Spring

& (828)
P 526-4818

N .,su:W hole
1;‘;"‘“ Life
Market

“he—
Matural Productks Store

Carrying a wide variety of
natural products for your
Mind, Body & Home.

T
NEGTAR [ 3
Juice Ban

Organic Fresh Juices & Smoothies
and Salads “On the Go!”

526-5999
Located at 680 N. 4th. St., Highlands
Open Mon-Sat 10a to 5p
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THE ONLY PLACE TO GET A

MOUNTAIN FRESH GROCERY

is at...

MOUNTAIN FRESH GROCERY
EARLY RISER FRESH STOP

MONDAY THROUGH FRIDAY 7-8:30AM ONLY
WALK IN, GRAB -N- GO, NO LINES

BREAKFAST $3.99
FAST & FRESH...HOUSE MADE IN OUR KITCHEN
AND BAKERY, FRESH SCRAMBLED EGGS AND
BISCUITS READY TO "GRAB - N - GO”

CHOOSE 1 OF THE FOLLOWING WITH A LARGE
CUP OF HOUSE-ROASTED COFFEE FOR $3.99:

MOUNTAIN FRESH GRIDDLE SANDWICH:
PANCAKE WITH FRESH SCRAMBLED EGGS,
CHEESE AND BACON
EGG, CHEESE & SAUSAGE BISCUIT SAUSAGE BISCUITS
CHICKEN BISCUIT
EGG, CHEESE CHORIZO TORTILLAS BACON EGG

CHEESE CROISSANT

LUNCH $5.99
A FRESH MADE SANDWICH, CHIPS
AND A BOTTLE OF WATER

CHOOSE FROM:
ITALIAN SUB, HAM & CHEESE, TURKEY & CHEESE,
CHICKEN SALAD ON WHEAT, ROAST BEEF & CHEESE,
OR A BOX OF CHICKEN TENDERS

BREAKFAST & LUNCH COMBO $9.99
GET BREAKFAST, COFFEE, LUNCH & A FREE BAG
OF ICE, MON-FRI, BETWEEN 7-8:30AM ONLY

FULL BREAKFAST MENU SERVED EVERY DAY FROM OPENING UNTIL 11AM
BREAKFAST SERVED 7AM - 11AM MON-SAT

8AM - TTAM SUNDAY

CORNER OF FIFTH & MAIN, HIGHLANDS NC - 828.526.2400
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Adults: 522 Members: 519 Students: 512 2

Raffle Tickets benefiting HEC Fuel Fund
$1.00 each or & for 55.00
Pick up your tickets at
The Highlands Rec Center,
The Highlands Emergency Council,
Wilson Gas, or
First Presbyterian Church
Raffie will take place at the Easter Senior Dinner in April
at the Highlands Recreation Center

Raffle Benefiting The Highlands Emergency Council
Vintage hand appliqued quilts given by the Cason Calloway

tamily of Highlands and Atlanta.

Mission/fundraiser opportunities

For Bolivia:

The Bolivian Mission is holding
its annual fundraiser Pizza night
during the NFL conference
championship football games
from noon to 8pm. Call the
Methodist Church at 526-3376
to order. Two toppings $25.
Three or more $35.

For Haiti:

Toothbrushes are needed for

a mission trip to Haiti. Please
bring to the

Highlands United

Methodist Church office before
January 23rd.

HEC Fuel Fund

Raffle tickets for hand-made
quilt. $1 for one or 6 for $5.
Pick up tickets at the Highlands
Rec Park, the Highlands Emer-
gency Council, Wilson Gas or
the First Presbyterian Church.
Raffle will take place at the
Easter Senior Dinner at the Rec
Park in April.

—_— — = = = = — q
Ice Rink Schedule:
Thursdays: [-8pm, |
Fridays and Saturdays: |-10pm,
Sundays: |-5pm |
Mondays 5-8pm (Ice Hockey only).

Admission is $5, skates included.
Water, coffee and hot chocolate are available for sale.
For more information contact Lester Norris or Maxine Ramey at 828-526-3556.

r - - - — —_ - 1
| Highlands Rec Park Pool Schedule: |
Lap Swim
| Monday-Friday, 7am-10am — 6 lanes and Monday —Thursday, 5pm-6pm — 1 or 2 |
lanes. Sharing pool with Water Aerobics at 5:15.
Monday-Thursday, 3-5pm & Monday, Tuesday and Thursday, 6pm-8pm, Saturday,
11am-6pm and Sunday, 1pm-5pm.

| Water Aerobics |
Monday-Friday, 10:15am-11:15am and Monday-Thursday, 5:15pm-6pm (sharing

| pool with lap swimmers) and Saturday mornings from 11:15-noon. |

| Pool available for pool parties Friday, Saturday and Sunday evenings 6pm-8pm. |
LCall the pool at 828-526-1595 if you have any questions concerning the pool.

- = — = - — — —
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lage on Fourth Street.

* Highlands School seniors Colin
Weller and Whitney Billingsley crowned
king and queen at Junior-Senior Prom.

May

* State senators work to expand access
to “overdose drug.”’

* Mountain Findings to expand to lot
next doot.

¢ Colin Weller and Cole Drummond
named Highlands School Val and Sal, re-
spectively.

*Highlands School teacher Andrea
Chalker named “Fan of the Year.”

June

* Town Board considers expanded
Highlands Food & Wine Festival.

* Bryson’s Corner at Main and 4th
opens for business.

* Angie Jenkins celebrates 40 years as
First Presbyterian’s organist.

* After a year hiatus, Relay for Life re-
turns to Highlands.

* Fundraising begins for WNC’s Hos-
pice House.

July

* Macon County Schools yellow school
buses to be tracked with GPS.

* 4th of July pile up on NC 28 involves
car and pick up truck.

e MC BOE considers free breakfast
for all MC students.

e Historian Ran Shaffner discusses
whether Will Bartram stood on Satulah
Mountain.

* Highlands Hurricanes finish regular
season 2-3. Brings home 16 medals.

* Woman is swept over Rainbow Falls.
USES reminds visitors of waterfall dangers.

August

* Christmas festivities officially move
to K-H Founders Park.

* MC BOE says “no” to corporal pun-
ishment.

* Highlands Town Planner renders his
resignation effective the end of October
2016.

* HS gym roof to be replaced to rem-
edy shoddy work.

* US Cellular Tower goes up.

* Highlands School Great Beginnings
era ends.

*Suspect in 1977 Florida murder is ar-

rested at his Highlands home.

* Bob Frye steps down as Town Man-
aget.

September

* Superior Court upholds original rul-
ing in Shearl’s favor in John Shearl v. Town
of Highlands.

* Spending by US. visitors to Macon
Count y is up by 3.7%.

* Residential Hall in Montera, Bolivia
goes up in honor of the late Mama Joanna.

* Elk sightings all over plateau.

* Highlands Fire and Rescue hike Tal-
lulah Gorge State Park in honor of fallen
comrades.

* Alabama pipeline rupture affects gas-
oline distribution in Highlands.

* Town says good-bye to Mayor/Santa
Buck Trott who died Thursday, Sept. 15.

* Highlands School exceeds growth ex-
pectations; earns a B on state report card.

October

* Highlands School gets high marks for
sportsmanship.

* Families invited to unite in memory
of children lost at fireplace memorial in
K-H Founders Park.

* Paoletti Restaurant raises $85,000 for
WNC Hospice House and anonymous do-
nor give $75,000.

* Oak Lane Greenway dedicated to the
late John Stowers.

* Zika infection found in MC resident.

* US Charters of Freedom to be dis-
played in the county.

* Highlands ABC Store disburses
$75,750 to area nonprofits.

* Commissioners agree to pay $10,000
to fight Duke Power rate increase.

*Expansion of 200 Main points to
need.

* Macon County/Highlands in Ex-
treme Drought.

* Search for new Town Planning Direc-
tor continues.

November

* Cost of Commercial Garbage pickup
in town’s sights.

* Highlanders pedal to raise $50,000
for Navy Seal Foundation.

* Macon County goes RED in 2016
clection.

eSee YEAR IN REVIEW page 10

Upstairs and Across the Walkway
at “Falls on Main” Highlands (828) 526-3939

X

R &
(}e(‘ooffe\o“\(‘ OPENING AT 9A  TUESDAY - SATURDAY
&

Owner/Stylist: Lacy Jane Vilardo
Stylists: Heather D. Escandon, Maggie Barden, Bri Field
Nail Tech: Jenna Schmitt

Hair » Nails ¢ Waxing ® Tanning ® Eyelash Extensions e Walk-ins Welcome!
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:SUMMER HOUSE

Widely recognized as the most fascinating and diverse
shopping experience in Highlands!
Agcessories, Gifts, Antiques, Lighting, Porch & Patio Qutdoor Fumniture
Complete Home Furnishings
Handcrafted Custom Furniture & Interior Design Services

SUMMER CLASSICS PATIO FURNITURE

SURPRISE SALE!

NOW THROUGH TUESDAY, JANUARY 24™

Ask about our Home Buyers & Home
Renovators Discount Program

Monday-Saturday 9:00-5:00pm ~ year round
2089 Dillard Road, Highlands (2 miles from Main Streer)

828-526-5577

www.summerhousehighlands.com
summerhousehighlands@brmemc.net

:
a
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330 Dillard Road
Behind
Highlands Decorating Center
828-526-4192

Complete Hair Care
including
Hair Extensions

Massage Therapy
Hand & Foot Treatments
Body Treatments

Facials
including
Anti-Aging Celluma Panel

Personal Training
with Justin

Manicures
& Pedicures

Special Packages
to pamper you or
someone special

Take a deep breath,
exhale slowly.
At Taylor Barnes Salon
& Spa you are

a little closer to serenity!

Medland named president/CNO of Highlands-Cashiers Hospital

Jacqueline Medland, PhD, RN,
will be joining Mission Health on
March 1 as President/Chief Nurs-
ing Officer (CNO) of Highlands-
Cashiers Hospital.

She has enjoyed a career as a
health care leader for over 30 years,
including positions in direct patient
care, advanced practice nursing,
nursing management and hospital
administration. Based in the Chica-

ANTIQUES and FURNITURE
GARDEN « GIFTS « KIDS

BOOKS « ART « JEWELRY

233 North 4th Street
Highlands, NC 28741
828.526.2083

ckswan.com

Just down from
Old Edwards Inn & Spa

go-metro area for most of her ca-
reer, she has served at the Univer-
sity of Chicago Hospitals, Hinsdale
Hospital, Northwestern Memorial
Hospital and most recently, at Pres-
ence St. Joseph Medical Center and
Presence St. Mary’s Hospital as the
Chief Nurse Executive.

In addition to her extensive
background in hospital operations,
she owned and operated a health-

X Dir S

Happy New Year!

We look forward to
seeing you in 2017!

On select items
going on now!

The Dry Sink  Main Street  Hichlands, NC

Therapy

Dr. Joseph H. Wilbanks, D.D.S.
278 East Doyle St.  Toccoa, GA

COMPLETE DENTAL CARE UNDER ONE ROOF.

e Dental Implants e Root Canal

o SINGLE VISIT CROWNS!

e Orthodontics including Invisalign
e Wisdom Teeth Extractions
and of course Fillings and Cleanings.
(IV Sedation, too)

You are only 50 miles away from 30 years experience in top-
notch, high-tech, one-stop dentistry known for its gentle touch.

706-886-9439 ¢ 800-884-9439

www.WilbanksSmileCenter.com

r‘“‘-——._;
WILBANKS SMILE.CENTER

aep LM tia

care consulting practice, and served
as Clinical Faculty at the Univer-
sity of Illinois, College of Nursing,
Throughout her leadership tenure,
Medland has demonstrated consis-
tent success in the areas of work-
force engagement and clinical pro-
gram growth.

MedInd received her MSN from
the University of Illinois, College of
Nursing, and her PhD in Organiza-

tion Development from Benedic-
tine University. She is a member
of the American Association of
Critical Care Nurses, the Ametican
Organization of Nurses Execu-
tives, the Illinois Organization of
Nursing Leaders and Sigma Theta
Tau. Her unique leadership and
mentorship was recognized by the
University of Illinois, College of
Nursing with the Sage Award.

~SALARIES continued from page 3

Mitchell County Manager Chatles
Vines receives a salary of $54,446
per year, the lowest for a manager
in the region and lower than that
county’s human resources direc-
tor, DSS director, finance director
and tax assessor. Yancey County
Manager Nathan Bennett receives
a $65,580 salary per year and Gra-
ham County Manager Mike Ed-
wards receives a salary of $67,995
pet yeat.

Several counties have assistant
county managers who make almost
as much as their bosses.

Talmadge Blevins is the Hay-
wood County assistant manager
and director of the Haywood
Health and Human Services
Agency and receives a yearly salary
of $109,240. Henderson County
Assistant County Manager Amy
Brantley makes $128,750 per year,
in addition to a $3,900 car allow-
ance, $772 phone allowance, $9,000
metrit bonus and $3,553 retention
bonus.

McDowell County Assistant
County Manager Ronald Harmon
makes $58,902 per year. Transyl-
vania County’s assistant manager,
David McNeill, makes $92,199 an-
nually.

Top employees

Buncombe County’s top-tier
employees are, for the most part,
the highest paid in the region.
County health center physician di-
rector, Jennifer Mullendore, makes
$195,944 per year. Budget Direc-
tor Diane Price, Planning Director
and Assistant County Manager Jon
Creighton and Health and Human
Services Director and Assistant
County Manager Amanda Stone
each make $173,000 per year. Tax
Ditector Gary Roberts and Fi-
nance Director Timothy Flora
make $156,432 per year. All of
Buncombe County’s 10 highest-
paid employees make more than

$145,000 per year.

In Henderson County, the
10 highest-paid public employees
all make more than $100,000 per
year. County Attorney Chatles
Burrell receives an annual sal-
ary of $152,000 per year and a
$10,575 retention bonus. Assistant
County Manager Amy Brantley re-
ceives $128,750 per year, a $9,000
merit bonus and a $3,500 reten-
tion bonus.

WNC’s  smallest counties
by population, Clay, Graham
and Swain, also have some of
the lowest salaries in the region.
Clay County dentist Ruth Lima
($117,062) and Graham County
dentist Rory Frederick ($141,3506)
are the only public employees in
those counties making more than
$100,000 per year. Swain County
Manager Kevin King receives an
annual salary of $96,294, and also
receives a $5,850 mileage allow-
ance and has $6,000 worth of in-
surance paid by the county.

Yancey County, another of
WNC’s smaller counties, has fout
law enforcement officers among
its 10 highest-paid public employ-
ees. Chief Deputy Shane Hilliard
($54,097 salary per year), Lt. John
Robinson  ($50,304), Lt. Ryan
Higgins ($49,008) and Lt. Daniel
Hughes ($49,008) each also have a
take-home car, in addition to theit
annual salaries.

Other counties with law en-
forcement officers in their list of
highest paid employees include
Avery County Chief Deputy
Troy Cook ($56,890) and Chief
Jailer Trina Cook ($54,702), Mc-
Dowell County Chief Deputy
Rick Buchanan ($63,462), Ruth-
erford County chief deputy Jeff
Buchanan ($64,394) and Swain
County chief deputy Jason Gard-
ner ($47,476).



BREAKFAST -
COFFEE -
BUTCHER -

LUNCH
BAKERY -
ARTISAN CHEESE -
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e DINNER -
ESPRESSO -

GRILL WOOD -
WINE
OIL AND VINEGAR

FIRE PIZZA
- CRAFT BEER

MOUNTAIN FRESH GROCERY

COOKING FOR HIGHLANDS

BREAKFAST

Full breakfast made to order every
morning until 11:00 am
Cage-free eggs, waflles, french toast,
sausage, ham, homemade biscuits,
mufhins, croissants. Espresso bar and
coffee roasted in-house.

LUNCH &DINNER

Grill
Every day from 11:00am - close
Fresh angus burgers, fresh
Natural chicken breasts, fish or chicken
tenders, cooked to order, hand-cut fries,
salads, homemade soups, daily ;pecials.
0.

See our website for more in

Pizza
Every day from 11:00am - close
Authentic Neapolitan and NY deck
oven pizzas ma(i)e from scratch. Pasta
bowls, daily specials and weeknight
inner specials.
See our website for more info.

Sogp {5 Salad Bar
Mon-Sat 11:00am — close
Fresh salads, homemade dressings,
soups, chili and more.
$9.99 each (dine in) or $9.99 a pound (to go)

Weekday Lunch Special
Monday - Friday 11am to 2pm
Pizza, pasta, soup and salad gar

Continuous fresh pizza from our pizza
ovens, pastas, fresh breads from our
bakery, plus the entire soup and salad
bar... $9.99 each (dine in) or
$9.99 a pound (to go

SUNDAY SOUTHERN BRUNCH BAR
Every Sunday from 11am — 3pm
Skillet fried chicken, country angus
steak, skillet corn, biscuits & preserves,
mashed potatoes, veggies, cobbler, plus
the entire sou %L salad bar.

$11.99 (dine in) or $9.99 a pound (fo go)
PREPARED FOODS

A large selection of take-away items
tully prepared, ready to take’home
including grilled pork loins, homemade
mac & C%ICCSC, mashed potatoes, herb-
rubbed chicken, made-in-house bbq,

chicken salad del: salads & much more!

DINNERTO GO
A different full dinner every night.
Serves four serving Monday through
Saturday from 4:30 until we sell out —
Call ahead to reserve.

M onday: choose either:

Four chicken and Tour cheese enchiladas,
refried beans, monterey rice, homemade
tortilla chips, salsa, shredded lettuce,
tomatoes, sour cream.

Or...
24 buffalo wings or 2 lbs chicken
tenders and hand cut fries.
$21.95 serves four.

Tuesday: Made in-house Italian sausage
lasagna and a large house salad.
$21.95 serves four

Wednesday: Chicken or steak pot pie
and a large salad.
$21.95 serves four

Thursday: Roasted meatloaf with

mashed potatoes, gravy and a large salad.
P $21.9 se;?)’esfour 8

Friday: Wild caught fried shrimp,
baked potatoes, hush puppies &
coleslaw.  $24.95 serves four

Saturday: In-house smoked bbq,
coleslaw, apple and bacon—bakeg
beans, and yeast rolls. $27.95 serves 4

Wéeknigbt Pizza Special:
Available Monday -Thursday 4:30 to close

16" NY style pizza with up to 5 toppings.
Comes Vgth Ig)ar]ic bread gc salad 5}2:)] . §5

or
Baked Linguini: Meatballs, tomato

sauce & cheese. Comes with garlic
bread and salad $21.95

or
Baked Penne Pasta: Italian sausage,
onion, bacon and mushrooms in white

sauce. Comes with garlic bread & salad $27.95
WINE MARKET

Browse our Wine Spectator award-winning
selection of wines w/ the best pricing in town.
Run by a friendly & knowledgeable staft. Beer &
wine available by the glass while you dine & shop.

BUTCHER
We sell only 100% Premium Angus Beef, all
hand-cut in house, with the best pricing
around. See our Butcher ad for this week’s
prices. Then stop by the take-out case to
complete your dinner with twice baked
potatoes, salads and more!

SPECIALTY CHEESES
Dozens of cheeses, tapenades, olives and
specialty items to choose from including our
made in-house crackers.

BAKERY

Fresh loaves, baguettes, pastries, pies, layer and

specialty cakes. Everything made from scratch.

STORE OPENS MONDAY-

SATURDAY AT 7AM & SUNDAY AT 8AM

Corner of Fifth & Main, Highlands NC * (828) 526-2400 * Visit us online at www.mfgro.com
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o [INVESTING AT 4,118

ow many of you made New Year’s
Hresolutjons for 20172 It really

doesn’t matter if you’ve already
broken them, or if you havent started
yet. It’s a fact that goals that are written
down are more likely to be attained. Let’s
talk about goals and resolutions for your
house, whether it’s for sale, for rent, or
simply your nest.

1) Curb appeal: every house has it;
Consider your home having a theme song-
what would it be? Its theme song could
range from Tavorite Things’ from The
Sound of Music, or ‘Happy’ from Despi-
cable Me2. As long as you don’t hear ‘Du-

_'T..

New Year Home Resolutions

eling Banjos’ from Deliverance or the instru-
mental from The Good, The Bad and The
Ugly — you should be fine, but do you need
a different approach to your home- one that
says, Welcome?

2) Kitchens: Take a look at your flat-
ware, dishes, pots and pans and how about
that accumulation of plastic ware and gro-
cery bags. Homes for sale should show as
much counter space as possible. Minimize
the nonperishable items you leave if any. If
a prospective buyer or renter plans to cook
in your kitchen, it needs to look like they can
walk right in and get started.

3) Windows and coverings: Are your

Larry Rogers

Backhoe ¢ Utilities
(828) 526-2874

Construction Company, Inc.

Excavating * Grading * Trucking Trackhoe | =

Havea(GulEi
Dirc Cawl Spaca?

edeun

Cawl S

the most destructive.

Protect your home from:
e Mold

e Bugs

e Structural Damage

o Smells & Odors

Dry Cravi s

ce Environment Specialists

There are three things that destroy materials in general and wood in
particular: water, heat and ultra violet radiation. Of those, water is by far

—— _',.- ’.....—

o Loss of Storage Space
e Radon Gas
e Rising Energy Costs

{_'h’-:'mm

created from rising heat.

The earth in your dirt crawl space is the major source
of moisture in your home! This moisture is carried
up into your house from the natural upward air flow 1

Call for a FREE Estimate on the Dry Crawl Spaces
Crawl Space Encapsulation System.

DryCrawlSpaces.com e 828-743-0900

Air Flow "7 ajrFlow
S I ¥ T
AOATTEETTL TN

curtains/drapeties faded? Stll
sporting the ‘80s blouson,
or the 70s ruffles? Some of
these styles are timeless in cer-
tain places, but for the most
part-no, they aren’t. Are you
a purist that wants NO cov-
erings at all? While that’s fine,
and has a wonderful commer-
cial/contemporary feel, it can
leave a room feeling cold and
unwelcoming. A designer can
help you change a bare win- |
dow without compromising
your sense of style.

4) Bed, bath and kitchen
linens: Just how long have you
had those towels? Do they still say Welcome
to my home? One of the simplest rooms
to stage for sale or rent is your bathroom.
Fresh looking bath linens and clean fixtutres/
vanities make a nice statement no matter
how old the bathroom.

5) Bedrooms: another big statement,
and yes- size matters. When someone walks
into your bedroom, the visual size of the
room is often dictated on your mattress
size and accompanying pieces of furniture.
People tend to want spaciousness without
heating an echo. In other words, make sure
there’s enough room to walk freely, but if
the room is large enough for a circus tent,
you should divide the room with a group-
ing of furniture to help with a cozy feel.
While we’re in the bedroom, if you’re sell-
ing furnished or renting your home, it helps
to have a decent mattress. A mattress is an
investment — it’s never fun to purchase but
it’s a necessity that must be done every 8-10
years. Like window coverings, the bed linens
should be freshened often — yes, it can be
expensive, but it could mean the difference
of someone walking in and out, or lingering
to imagine their life in your home.

6) Closets: should be bate for rental
homes, and sparsely used in homes for sale.
Shelves, and floors should be neat with items

Jeannie Chambers
Chambers Realty &
Vacation Rentals

| neatly put away in storage
boxes — but not every surface
used. Prospective users need
to feel they have plenty of
storage room.

7) Floors and floor
coverings: how do yours
measure up? Carpeting and
room size rugs should be
clean, free of stains and loose
threads. If they’re old wood,
they should be mopped and
treated with a protective fin-
ish, new wood or wood look
should be without lumps and
bumps and the finish work
done correctly.

8) Furnishings: whether you’re offer-
ing your home furnished or not, what’s
there is a statement-what it says is up to
you.

9) The never ending ‘Honey Do’ list-
Consider hiring out jobs that you’re afraid
to tackle. Just because your neighbor knows
how to re-wire, paint every surface, add a
room or porch doesn’t mean you have to
try to do the same. DIY isn’t for everyone,
no matter how much you want to or think
you should. It could be less expensive in
the long run to go ahead and hire that pro-
fessional.

These are just a few items that you
need to consider. Take a good long, hard
look at your home with fresh eyes- as if
you were walking in for the first time- what
do YOU see? Write down some goals and
see what happens. It’s a new year, a great
time for new beginnings and fresh starts.

* Jeannie and Tucker Chambers are
owners of Chambers Realty & Vacation
Rentals. With the family business over 75
years old, they provide knowledge, services
and connect their rental owners and their
sellers with the right people to get things
done. Their office is at 401 N. Fifth Street,
828-526-3717 or chambers-realty.com

..YEARIN REVIEW continued from page 7

* NC Forest Service issues burning ban
for 25 WNC counties.

* Cliffside Lake Park one of 14 fires
raging in WNC.

* Veterans Memorial gets new home in
front of police dept.

December

* Partial burning ban lifted for Macon
County; Highlands’ stays. Lifted two weeks
later.

* Highlands

School Homecoming

King and Queen are Benj Miller and Emily
Crowe.

* Franklin man arrested for starting
two of the smaller USES fires.

* Josh Ward returns to Highlands as
Town Manager.

» Community turns out for cancer vic-
tim Cali Smolarsky’s fundraiser.

To review every issue published from
2003 to 2016 go to wwwhighlandsinfo.
com. Click on News and scroll down.



e SPIRITUALLY SPEAKING ®

Comparison of Physical and
Spiritual Energy

By Rev. Dr. Francis Xavier
Arockiasamy, Ph.D.
Physics, M.Ed., B.Ph.,
B.Th.,

Our Lady of the
Mountains Catholic
Church

nergy plays a vital role in human beings. It is
Eneeded for our physical activities. Physics teaches

us that energy is a property of objects which can
be transferred to other objects or converted into different
forms. In Newtonian Physics, there is a universal law of
conservation of energy which explains that energy can be
neither created nor be destroyed. However it can change
from one form of energy to another form of energy.

All living organisms rely on external sources of energy
to be able to live, grow and reproduce. We have different
energy resources available in the universe. The main source
of energy in our planet system is the sun. We get the energy
to live from the food system that depends on the sun, as well
as from sunlight, itself. The physical energy we obtain from
the food, water and air systems allow us to live and grow in
our physical life, giving us physical energy.

The human being is basically not only a physical being;
he is also a spiritual being in nature. When we reflect on the
human creature, all are composed of soul and body. The
physical body obeys the law of physics in all our life activities.
Concerning the soul, religions teach about a god who rules
over our soul. In Christianity, the Holy Bible teaches about
the creation, by God, of heaven and earth. We were created
by God in the beginning. In the creation story from the
book of Genesis we learn that human beings are created
in the divine image of God. We are not only the physical
body, we also are the spiritual self: physical human nature
and divine nature.

In the New Testament of the Bible, we read about
dependence on God. (Matthew 7: 25-34). In this passage,
Jesus speaks about God’s care for both our physical bodies
and our spiritual selves. Jesus also speaks about our spiritual
nature in Matthew 10:28: “And do not be afraid of those
who kill the body but cannot kill the soul, be afraid of the
one who can destroy both soul and body...”

The Lord makes it clear we need spiritual energy for
our soul. God is the source of this energy. We are able to
access this by praying, reading Scripture, reflecting on the
passages and applying them in our life activities. This kind
of spiritual energy enables human beings to manifest divine
love and the life force that binds the soul to the physical body.
Unlike with physical energy, spiritual energy is unlimited and

e See SPIRITUALLY SPEAKING page 13
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Proverbs 3:5

e P aAcEs 1o WORSHIP ®

John 3:16

BLUEVALLEY BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Oliver Rice, Pastor (706) 782-3965
Sundays: School:10 a.m.,Worship:| |
Sunday night services every 2nd & 4th Sunday at 7
Wednesdays: Mid-week prayer meeting:7 p.m.
BUCK CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH
828-269-3546 * Rev. Jamie Passmore, Pastor
Sundays: School:10 a.m.;Worship:| |
CHAPEL OF SKY VALLEY
Sky Valley, GA « 706-746-2999
Sundays: 10 a.m.:Worship
Holy Communion |st Sunday of the month
Wednesdays: 9 a.m. Healing and Prayer w/Communion
CHRIST ANGLICAN CHURCH
Rector: Jim Murphy, 252-671-401 |
464 US Hwy 64 east, Cashiers
Sun.; 9:30a Sunday School; 10:30a Worship w/ Music
Mon.: Bible Study & Supper at homes - 6 p.m.
CHRIST CHURCH OF THE VALLEY, CASHIERS
Pastor Steve Kerhoulas * 743-5470
Sun.10:45am, S.S 9:30am.Wed. 6pm supper and teaching.
Tues. Guys study 8am, Gals |10am.
CLEAR CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Jim Kinard
Sundays: School: 10 a.m.;Worship: | [a.m.

I'st & 3rd Sunday night Service: 7.p.m.
Wednesdays —Supper at 6 p.m.
COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH
www.cbchighlands.com ¢ 526-4685
3645 Cashiers Rd, Highlands, NC
Senior Pastor Gary Hewins
Sun.: 9:30am: Sunday School
10:30am: Middle & High School; 10:45am: Child. Program,
10: 45am:Worship Service
Wed.: 5pm Dinner ($7 adult, $2 child), 6pm CBC U.
EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF THE INCARNATION
The Rev. Dr. Maurice L. Goldsmith, Interim Rector
526-2968
Sundays: Education and choir rehearsal, 9 am,

Holy Eucharist Rite I, (sanctuary),10:30, nursery available
Thursdays: Holy Eucharist Rite II.

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH HIGHLANDS
828-526-4153 » www.fbchighlands.org
Dr. Mark Ford, Pastor
220 Main Street, Highlands NC 28741
Sun.:Worship 10:45 am; Sun.: Bible Study 9:30 am
Wed.: Men’s Bible Study 8:30 am; Prayer Mtg 6:15 pm;
Choir 5 pm
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Curtis Fussell & Emily Wilmarth, pastors
526-3175 « fpchighlands.org
Sun.:Worship: | | a.m.; School: 9:30
Mondays: 8 a.m.:Men’s Prayer Group & Breakfast
Wednesdays:Choir:5:30p
GOLDMINE BAPTIST CHURCH
(Off Franklin/Highlands Rd)

Sunday School:10 am,Worship Service:l | am
GRACE COMMUNITY CHURCH OF CASHIERS
Non-Denominational-Contemporary Worship
242 Hwy 107N, 1/4 miles from Crossroads in Cashiers
www.gracecashiers.com ¢ Pastor Steve Doerter: 743-9814
Services: Sundays |0am - Wed. - 7pm; Dinner - Wed. 6pm
HAMBURG BAPTIST CHURCH
Hwy 107N. « Glenville, Nc « 743-2729
Pastor Nathan Johnson
Sunday: School 9:45a,Worship | 1a & 7p, Bible Study 6p

Wed. Kidsquest 6p.;Worship 7p.
HIGHLANDS ASSEMBLY OF GOD
Randy Reed, Pastor828-421-9172 « |65 S. Sixth Street
Sundays:Worship:| |
HIGHLANDS CENTRAL BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Dan Robinson
670 N. 4th Street (next to the Highlands Civic Center)
Sun.: Morning Worship 10:45 a., Evening Worship, 6:30 p.
Wednesday: Prayer Service, 6:30 p.
HIGHLANDS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Pastor Randy Lucas 526-3376
Sun: School 9:45a.;Worship 9:09,10:50.;Youth 5:30 p.
Wed: Supper: 5:15; youth, & adults activities: 6; Handbell
rehearsal, 6:15; Choir Rehearsal 7. (nursery provided ); 7pm
Intercessory Prayer Ministry
HOLY FAMILY LUTHERAN CHURCH: ELCA
Chaplain Margaret Howell « 2152 Dillard Road * 526-9741
Sun: School and Adult discussion group 9:30 a.m.;
Worship/Communion:10:30
HEALING SERVICE on the 5th Sunday of the month.
MACEDONIA BAPTIST CHURCH
8 miles south of Highlands on N.C.28 S in Satolah
Pastor Troy Nicholson, (828) 526-8425
Sundays: School:10 a.m.;Worship:1 I, Choir:6 p.m.
Wed: Bible Study and Youth Mtg.:7 p.m.
MOUNTAIN SYNAGOGUE
at St. Cyprian’s Episcopal Church, Franklin
828-524-9463
MOUNTAIN BIBLE CHURCH
743-2583 + Independent Bible Church
Sun:10:30 a.m. at Big Ridge Baptist Church,

4224 Big Ridge Road (4.5 miles from NC 107)
Weds: Bible Study 6:30 p.m.;Youth Group 6 p.m.
OUR LADY OF THE MOUNTAINS CATHOLIC
CHURCH
Parish office (Father Francis): 526-2418
Mass: Sun: | | a.m.; Sat. at 4p
SCALY MOUNTAIN BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Marty Kilby
Sundays: School —10 a.m.;Worship —I | am.& 7
Wednesdays: Prayer Mtg.:7 p.m.

SCALY MOUNTAIN CHURCH OF GOD
290 Buck Knob Road; Pastor Jerry David Hall « 526-3212
Sun.: School: 10 a.m.;Worship:10:45 a.m.;Worship: 6 p.m.
SHORTOFF BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Rev.Andy Cloer
Sundays: School:10 a.m.;Worship: | | a.m.
Wednesdays: Prayer & Bible Study:6 p.m.

THE CHURCH OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD
1448 Highway 107 South, Office: 743-2359
Rev. Rob Wood
Oct-May: Sunday Services: Rite |, 8a Rite Il, 10:30
June-Sept: Sunday Services: Rite |, 83, Rite II,9:15 & | la
Nursery available for Rite Il services
Sept 6-Oct 25-Informal Evening Eucharist-5:30 p.m.
Thursday: Noon Healing Service with Eucharist.
LITTLE CHURCH INTHEWILDWOOD
Beginning Memorial Day weekend
Horse Cove - Kay Ward 743-5009
Old-Fashion hymn-sing Sunday 7-8p.
UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST FELLOWSHIP
85 Sierra Drive * 828-524-6777
Sunday Worship - || a.m.
WHITESIDE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Rev. Sam Forrester/Cashiers
Sunday School:10 am,Worship Service:I | am
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Viva Wellness

Stimulating Natural Healing
Live Pain Free with
Healthy CBD < Hemp Oil

Call 828-526-1566 for details
Dr. Kit Barker, PhD, Cellular Biology

5 Cottage Row « US. 64 East

When the crowds have gone and
snow is piled in the middle of
Main Street, it’s time to review
your credit card fees!

Lower your flees for 2007

No fees when you’re closed
each winter.

SPI provides personal
service with very
competitive pricing and
low monthly fees.

AMEX 1.89% on tickets less

Larry Houston
Rock Work

Walls e Fireplaces e Patios e Piers
All Rock Work e Stucco

(828) 526-4138 or (828) 200-3551

than $75
Aloha and QB POS
S D et
Z

rocessing
Highlands Office * (828) 482-9309

* Grading
* Excavating
* Driveways
* Build sites
* Hauling
e Septic Systems
Edwin Wilson
Cell (828) 421-3643

Office/fax (828) 526-4758
wilsongrading@yahoo.com

Loma Linda
3 Farm &%

Dog Boarding = Day Care
Pastoral Parks
In Home and Leash-free
Ladging in the lap of luxury. ||
(828) 421-7922
Highlands, NC
lomalindafarm@gmail.com |

MNC License ¥ 10978

www.lomalindafarm.com

Allan Dearth & Sons

Generator
Sales & Service, Inc.

828-526-9325
Cell: 828-200-1139

email: allandearth@msn.com

Whites de Cove |K
Cottages _N

5 new log cabins
nestled in the

¢ base of Whiteside
Mountain.

800-805-3558 « 828-526-2222

CHESTNUT STORAGE

Storage Units Available

Secure 24 Hour Access
Easy In - Easy Out
Great Rates - Great Terms
Call today to find out why we’re
“Highland’s Premier Facility”

828-482-1045

2 oF. ]
Look for our sign!
10890 Buck Creek Rd. - 1/2 mile off Cashiers Rd near the hospital

Serwing WNE & NE Grorgia since 2502

LAPSECO
EXCAVATING

Excavating
Hydroseeding
Underground Utilities

Pavestone Drivewways &
Parking Areas

Engineered Segmental

828-369-0436 OR 828- 42I 0067

Upholstery & Fabric
Outlet

* Residential or
Commercial
* Over 40 Years
Experience
* Fast and
Dependable
* FREE Estimates
* FREE Pick-up and
Delivery

102 S. College Street « Walhalla, SC 29691
(Owners: Morris & Rachel Bible)

(864) 638-9661 cell: (864) 710-9106

Highlands Automotive

Service s NC
& LbEef. ~  Inspection
4 ; Station

Repair

SR T500 K2

2851 Cashiers Road « highlandsautomotive.com



Chase Kenter (7) and Jack Sumner (8) will lead a team to
Nationals this summer.

Highlands Hurricanes head
to the Junior Olympics

The AAU Junior Olympics will be in Detroit, Michi-
gan from July 26 to August 6, 2017 and the Highlands
Hurricanes plan to attend. The Hurricanes will send
swimmers Chase Kenter, second grader at Summit Char-

24-hour Emergency Service
Storm Damage Clean Up

Serving Highlands & Cashiers
(cell) 706-490-0364 » (home) 706-782-2972

i ul M 11 F
T HI..‘ Dl !_|.;| |
O Lhevil Fikntl
I'L‘ 7 ‘Lt e lelp you with your next remodeling project!”
828-342-3500

kpick64@yahoo.com
PO Box 434, Highlands, NC 28741

Like me on FaceBook « Kevin Pickett LLC
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ter School, and Jack Sumner, second grader from East
Franklin, to compete. Kenter will compete in the 50-Free-
style, 50-Butterfly, 50-Backstroke, and the 50-Breaststroke
and hopefully the 200-Free Relay. Sumner will compete in
the 50-Breaststroke. The Hurricanes hope to send at least
three more swimmers to join Kenter and Sumner in the
200-Freestyle Relay event.

Kenter and Sumner are exceptional swimmers and are
expected to do well in their events. Though they were a
full year younger than many swimmers in their age group,
Kenter finished 1st and Sumner 3rd in the Mountain Swim
league (MSL) All star Meet last summer. (2nd place was
Highlands Hurricane Swimmer Connor Hughes, who is
a year older and has aged up.). Kenter holds 3 MSL re-
cords and is expected to set more records this summer.
The Highlands Hurricanes is a Highlands Recreation Park
Team that practices at the Highlands Recreation Park pool
in the evenings during the week and on Saturday morn-
ings. Attendance at all practices is not required. The only
requirement to join is that a candidate be able to swim one
pool length unassisted.

For further information please call Steve Hott, Head
Coach at 828.421.4121 or the Highlands Recreation Park
Pool at 828.526.1595.

Crews rescue man
lost on USFS land

Macon County EMS and rescue crews located an in-
dividual Sunday, Jan. 8, who had apparently spent the night
in the forest near Standing Indian Campground.

Macon County 9-1-1 received a call just before 3 p.m.
Sunday requesting assistance locating a 44-year-old Danny
Thomas who had possibly experienced vehicle problems
and was last known to be in the area of US Forest Road
67 on Saturday.

Search crews from West Macon Fire and Rescue, the
US. TForest and the Macon County Sheriff’s Department
were able to locate footprints in the vicinity of the sub-
ject’s last known location and followed them for several
hours into the forest until the subject was located around
8:15 p.m. in an area between Albert Mountain and Cowee-
ta Hydrological Laboratory-Southern Research Station in
Otto, NC.

Crews from Otto Fire and Rescue accessed the area
from the Ball Creek Road atrea and transported the patient
to EMS crews in the area.

Extreme weather conditions including severe cold
and heavy snow combined with the location of the patient
made extrication very difficult.

EMS crews transported the patient to a waiting air
ambulance and he was airlifted to Mission Hospital in
Asheville in serious condition around 2 a.m., Monday
where he is being treated for cold-weather related injuries..
One rescuer suffered minor injuries. Temperatures early
Sunday morning were in the single digits and were around
12 degrees F when rescuers were able to extricate the pa-
tient this Monday morning,

POLICE & FIRE
REPORTS

The Highlands Police log entries from Jan. 2. Only
the names of persons arrested, issued a Class-3 misde-
meanor or public officials have been used.

Jan.2

* At 7:45 p.m., Joshua Warren McDowell, 35 of
Highlands was arrested for failure to appear in court.
His new trial date is Feb. |5.

Jan.6

* At | 1:20 a.m.,, officers responded to a two-vehicle
accident in Highlands Plaza.

* At 4:06 p.m., officers responded to a one-vehicle
accident on Horse Cove Road.

The Highlands Fire & Rescue Dept. log from
Jan. 6.

Jan.6

* The dept. provided mutual aid on a structure fire
in Cashiers.

* The dept. investigated smoke in the vicinity of Old
Orchard Road.

Jan. 7

* The dept. responded to a minor motor vehicle
accident on NC 28 south.

Jan.8

* The dept. responded to a fire alarm at the High-
lands-Cashiers Hospital.

-.SPIRTTUALLY SPEAKING

continued from page 11

increasing as it transfers and transforms from God to us.
It allows mankind to do good things for its fellow human
beings and for society.

Physics can explain “how” the universe functions, but
only theology (spirituality) can explain “why” the universe
should exist. Physics teaches about the physical energy to act,
but God gives the spiritual energy to do a good act. Physics
deals with matter and clarifies the form of reality. Spirituality
deals with the spirit and inspires insight about transcendence
or the ultimate reality.

All of us are living in the universe. We all are energy
transformers in nature, physically and spiritually, through our
activities. Our physical self helps to work for our livelihood.
Our spiritual self helps us to regulate our life on doing good
things. So Physical Energy and Spiritual Energy are seen as
two aspects of the same reality.
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+ CI ASSIFIEDS e

LOST

LOST DEC. 29TH on upper
Fourth Street area a gold ring with 5
stones in a row. Please call 828-526-8860
or turn into Police Dept. Greatly appreci-
ate your kindness!

ITEMS FOR SALE

MAYTAG GAS DRYER, $100.
Office furniture by Cashiers Custom
Furniture. 2 desks, bookcase, file cabinet.
Call 828-226-2083. (st. 7/28)

KOBALT DIAMOND SHIELD
REGULAR TRUCK BED TOOL-
BOX. Deep low profile full size.
17"%x69"x19” fits most full size trucks
OBO. Call Frank in Scaly Mountain 828-
526-1953. (st. 5/11)

HELP WANTED

GIS AND COMPUTER SUP-
PORT SPECIALIST — The Town of
Highlands invites candidates to apply for
the position of GIS and Computer Sup-
port Specialist. This employee performs
responsible technical work installing and
maintaining the Town’s geographical infor-
mation systems (GIS) including computer
hardware and software for departments,
and gives aid periodically to the IT Dept.
Minimum qualifications for the position
include graduation from an accredited
college or university with an Associate’s
degree in geographic science, or other
field of study related to the position.
Salary for the position is negotiable DOE/
DOQ. Position will be open until filled.
To review the full recruitment posting for
the position and download an employ-
ment application, visit our website www.
highlandsnc.org., or at theTown Hall. The
Town of Highlands is an EOE. (1/19)

COMPUTER SUPPORT SPE-
CIALIST - The Town of Highlands
invites candidates to apply for the posi-
tion of Computer Support Specialist.
This employee performs responsible
technical work installing and maintain-
ing the Town’s information technology
and communication systems, including
computer hardware and software for
departments. The salary for the posi-
tion is negotiable DOE/DOQ. Minimum
qualifications for the position include
graduation from an accredited college
or university with an Associate’s degree
in information technology, computer
science, or other field of study related
to the position. Salary for the position
is negotiable DOE/DOQ. Position will
be open until filled. To review the full
recruitment posting for the position and

download an employment application, visit
our website www.highlandsnc.org., or at
the Town Hall. The Town of Highlands is
an EOE. (1/19).

PART TIME CLEANERS needed
after hours cleaning banks. Please call
Cathy @ 828 772 9831 (st. 12/22).

MOUNTAIN FRESH GROCERY
IS HIRING FOR FULL-TIME positions
in the Deli. Please come in person to 521
East Main Street in Highlands to apply, or
call 828-526-2400.

PIANIST WANTED FOR SUN-
DAY SERVICES AT HOLY FAM-
ILY LUTHERAN CHURCH, HIGH-
LANDS. One service per week, easy
liturgy and 3 hymns, piano only. No choir,
so no extra rehearsals. (keyboard avail-
able). $85 per week. Please contact Pastor
Margaret Howell at 704-516-7893.Students
welcome! (st. 12/1)

EXPERIENCED ELECTRICIANS
NEEDED. Call 828-526-5147. (st. | 1/22)

HAVE OPENINGS FOR WAIT-
STAFF AND COOK for Clubhouse
dining. Also hiring for C.N.A. for Assisted
Living. Apply at Chestnut Hill of High-
lands, 24 Clubhouse Trail, Highlands NC.
(828)526-5251. (12/24)

CHURCH OF THE INCARNA-
TION IN HIGHLANDS is looking for
a Nursery Attendant for the [0:30AM
Sunday Service three Sundays a month
for approximately 2.5 hours. Experience
working with children 0-5years old is re-
quired. Please contact the church office by
phone 828-526-2968 or email at incarna-
tion@incarnationwnc.org (st. 8/25)

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH OF
HIGHLANDS, NC, is seeking a part-
time director of music, salary DOE. Musical
training and experience required. Resumes,
including references, may be sent to FBC
Highlands, POB 625, Highlands, NC 28741
or emailed to info@fbchighlands.org. 828-
526-4153 (st. 8/4)

DEVELOPMENT FO

T ST,

B o =

RSALE

Builders/Developers
Highlands
Investor Opportunity

Go to:

www.fallingwatersnc.com
828-508-9952

(Note: Messages sent Dec. 3-15 were not
received. The email now working)

(st. 12/8)

RESIDENTIAL FOR RENT

ONE BED/ONE BATH, furnished.
All utilities paid. Call 828-371-0829. (st.
1/12)

REMODELED EFFICIENCY
APARTMENT RIVER RUN Il Washer
Dryer Large Deck. Walking distance to
Skiing, Swimming, Restaurants, Exercise
Amenities , and Meeting rooms and Public
Golf Coarse $550 monthly annual rent plus
utilities. 561-626-7467 ( 1/19)

FURNISHED HOME FOR RENT.
2/2. Mt. Lori Dr. Quiet street with no
through traffic. Minutes to town.Very well
kept with nice furniture and pretty yard.
Wood burning fireplace, open kitchen, deck
in back, hardwood floors, garage. $1,200/
mth. Does not include utilities. 904-403-
8090. (st. 12/8)

3/3 FURNISHED OLDER HOME
walk to town, fuel oil heat, for year-round
rental. $1050/month. 828-526-5558. (1/19)

CASHIERS/SAPPHIRE - Furnished
Split level 3 Bed/ 3 Bath home.Year round
Mountain Views. Yearly lease 1,850. per
month.Will consider renting 2 Bed/2 Bath
level for $1,250. (561) 346-6400Commer-

cial for Rent. (1/26)

1575 SQ FT OF COMMERCIAL
SPACE AVAILABLE Jan 5 atThe Shops
at Kettle Rock.$950 per month. For inqui-
ries call 828-526-9948. (12/1)

APPROXIMATELY 900 S/F
AND RECENTLY UPDATED. Ideal
for retail/professional/service. Plenty of
parking + excellent visibility for $1,750/
month. Contact Susie deVille at White
Oak Realty Group for details, (828) 371-
2079. (st. 7/29)

SERVICES

GENTLEYOGAWITH JILLIAN
JOHNSON Tuesdays 10.30 am,TheWell-
ness Place 468 Dillard Road 828-526-9698.
(st. 1/12)

ALL AROUND OFFICE SOLU-
TIONS - Bookkeeping Services, Pay-
roll Prep, Payroll Tax Prep, Billing Services,
Virtual Assistant, Data Base Management,
Administrative Services, Research As-
sistance, Quickbooks Set-up and Training.
Call Mary James at 828-421-0002 or email
mjames@allaroundofficesolutions.com
(st. 1/15)

HIGH COUNTRY PHOTO/
KEVINVINSON: scanning photos, slides
& negatives to CD or DVD for easier
viewing.Video transfer to DVD.Everything
done in house. Leave message at 828-526-
5208. (st. 1 1/17)

MOLDAND MUSTY SMELL IN
YOUR HOME? Call for free inspection.
828-743-0900.

‘No Man’s Land’ via Satellite at PAC
Sat., Jan. 14

The National Theatre of London will

present Live via Satellite the legendary ac-
tors Patrick Stewart and lan McKellen in
Harold Pinter’s “No Man’s Land” on Sat-
urday, Jan. 14 at |pm at the Highlands Per-
forming Arts Center. Following their hit
run on Broadway, lan McKellen and Patrick
Stewart return to the West End stage.

One summer’s evening, two ageing
writers meet in a Hampstead pub and
continue their drinking into the night
at Hirst’s stately house nearby. As the
pair become increasingly inebriated, and
their stories increasingly unbelievable,
the lively conversation soon turns into
a revealing power game, further compli-
cated by the return home of two sinis-
ter younger men. Also starring Owen
Teale and Damien Molony, don’t miss
this glorious revival of Pinter’s comic
classic. The broadcast will be followed
by an exclusive Q&A with the cast and
director Sean Mathias. This production
is rated 15 & up. Tickets are available
online: highlandspac.org, at the door
or by calling 828.526.9047. Highlands
Performing Arts Center, 507 Chestnut
Street, Highlands
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Tammy Mobley, CCIM A :
Broker/Owner 461.N Sthst, | R e
30yrs. Lic. NC & GA Main Street Inn & Bistro Highlands BBQ GUMPMIY
Represent Buyers & Sellers 828-526-2590 « mainstreet-inn.com www.chambersagency.net .
e ——————— 2015
Anchor All Realty SILVER EAGLE GALLERY el X
“Anchor I'.In'l:ungmllﬂb:fr&ﬁmll& ﬂll'm H,hmlry
If'i Ta £ [[Tini]
you;Zeefln i = == - - Mrmday MiantiEn Soaly i @
mountains” Country Club Properties | BTt qoto B e
“Your local hometown Broker 5. : "
0-828.524.5420 Real Estate professionals.” i o 'L‘ 3 > 595 FHHH]]IH Hfghjﬂﬂ[[s
: R 200 i7d2 % ; '
C-770.337.1000 3 Offices 828-526-2520 Caate 8 i W e
MsMobley@aol.com www.CCPHighlandsNC.com Andreatabt n ““muﬂ.mwmm e Eg'szﬂmw BEE & ﬂﬁ' 5["“}
i ]
'h‘;% REALTY GROUP JI ![ rll k
: CHERTHUT 5T
Oriental Rug -'.E:l.m&:mntm_-m — HE Playars J “mm HET
Gallery BRIAN RENFRO <o _HSHIMANGT
526-5759 828-226-0118 ' F‘ﬂ uﬂ &'E“Rﬁllr
Main St, Oak Square, brianrenfro@gmail.com / HL l:m
Mon-Sat, 10-5 www.brianrenfro.com
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(ATCH ALL THE SPORTS

Pam Nellis

INTERMATIOMAL REALTY BROKER

114 N. 4th Street * Highlands, NC

828-787-1895

“Proudly serving the

Highlands-Cashiers Plateau and NE Georgia.”

pamela.nellis@yahoo.com
LAND K

828-526-1762 (Office)

Sheryl Wilson office: 828.526.8300  cell: 828.337.0706
sheryl.wilson@sothebysrealty.com * highlandssir.com

REALTY GROUP
A RO S DL O Y

il 828-421-6607 (Cell)
" = | davidkbee@gmail.com
www.highlandsncproperty.com

www.LandmarkRG.cc 28-526-4663 .




BROKERS:
Pat & Deborah Gleeson
828-782-0472
Julie Osborn
828-200-6165
Sherman Pope
828-342-4277
Cy Timmons
828-200-9762
Steve Sheppard
404-219-1349

Bt Allex

www.patallenrealtygroup.com

828-526-8784
295 Dillard Road
pat.fallen@gmail. com

Pat Allen
Broker-in-charge
Cell: 828-200-9179
Office: 828-526-8784

DAVID

BOCK
BUILDERS

www.BockBuilders.com 828-526-2240

Highlands
Sotheby’s

INTERMATIONAL REALTY

JACKSON HOLE

Open
7 Days a Week.
10a to 4p

Ve
...0n the Gorge Road dy
828-526-4104
#1 Broker
Highlands/Cashiers
2010-2016 per
(53

HCMLS

WHITE ©@AK

REALTY GROUP

828-524-5850

www.jacksonholegemmine.com

Susie deVille
Broker-in-Charge

(828) 371-2079

“Invest in Highlands, NC Real Estate ... and Invest in Your Life.”™

Leslie Cook
Broker
(828) 421-5113

WhiteOakRG.com
(828) 526-8118 * 125 South 4th Street

Wick Ashburn
Broker

(828) 421-0500

Pamela Kolber
Operations Manager

(828) 526-8118

Suzanne McDavid
Broker

(678) 276-6133

Nancy Plate
Broker

828-226-0199

FEATURED BROKER

David Levine

BROKER
828-482-2844
david@david-levine.com

LAND K
REALTY GROUP “Your Source
.‘\H“::'l.'\.:"‘:-_"'!\.l L CO0AFA N _Jf{ill" R{.’:’!I E,'i ta !‘L"-

O roletts

Join us for our 33rd year!
Serving Dinner
from 5 p.m.
beginning April 7, 2017
Please call for reservations.
526-4906

Lunch daily
11a-4p
Dinner
at 5:30p

except Sun.

Closed Wednesday
www.wildthymegourmet.com

ww.firemt.com ¢

@ ...on the Verandah

Restaurant
on Lake Sequoyah
828-526-2338
@ Opening for
Valentines Day
Weekend

the 2017 season

www.ontheverandah.com

MCCULL.

CASHMERE
Scotland’s Best Knitweai
Open 7 days a week

526-4407
“Top of the Hill”

242 S. 4th St.




