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Highlanders run headlong into 2017

These hearty souls got a head-start on 2017 and ran New Year’s Eve instead of on their usual New Year’s Day.
– Photo by Bob Sutton

by Jack Igelman
Carolina Public Press

In the wake of  fires that 
burned 55,531 acres throughout 

Rethinking WNC ecosystems after blazes
After the fires: 

Western North Carolina, conserva-
tion and forestry experts are trying 
to apply what they’ve learned from 
years of  studying the area’s ecology 

to attempt to sort out the near and 
long-term effects of  the blazes.

“Our area has some of  the 

By Michael Gebelein
Carolina Public Press

Sheriffs are the highest-paid 
elected officials in each county in 
Western North Carolina and are 
responsible for countywide law 
enforcement and the county jail. 
County commissioners set the 
salary and benefits for sheriffs. 
As with other local offices, some-
times those salary levels reflect the 
size of  the population and health 
of  the economy in a county, but 
sometimes they don’t.

Carolina Public Press made a 
records request to each of  the19 
counties of  Western North Caro-
lina for public records related to 
the compensation packages for 
the highest paid elected and un-

Western NC 
salaries for 
sheriffs and 
registers of 

deeds

Paying for law & order:

Thank YOU for making 2016 a year to remember!
2016 was a year of growth, a year of prosperity and most importantly a year filled with wonderful memories.

YOU have made Highlands Sotheby’s the Top Producing Firm in Highlands for the third year in a row.

Contact us today for a consultation on how your home can be marketed in Western North Carolina and around the world.
828.526.4104

On Saturday, December 12, 
2016, 21 members of  the High-
lands Hurricanes swim team trav-
eled to Murphy, NC for the De-
cember invitational meet against 
four other teams from North 
Georgia and Western NC. 

The lead changed hands sev-
eral times throughout the meet 
but the Hurricanes finished on 
top. The Hurricanes scored 280 
points, while runner up Cherokee 
County Aquatics Club finished 
with 270 points. In distant 3rd 
were the North Georgia Rapids 
with 208 points. Jackson County 
had 87 points and the Habersham 
Rapids finished with 66 points.

The Hurricanes entered 40 
events and brought home 89 rib-
bons, 17 of  them blue!

All 21 members of  the team 
scored and they set 66 personal 

Highlands 
Hurricanes win 
N.GA-WNC 
Invitational 
Swim Meet

Just before Christmas Supe-
rior Court Judge Gregory Horne 
handed down his order in the 
John Shearl vs. Town of  High-
lands case which Shearl won on 
appeal back in August.

The court ordered to settle 

the dispute, the town must pay 
Shearl $35,000 and it must reverse 
the January 2015 Zoning Board of  
Adjustment ruling against Shearl; 
negating the original violation.

Judge Horne also ordered the 
matter be closed once and for all 

– by all.
From September 2013 

through December 2016 the town 
has paid $68,819 in Town Attor-
ney fees - so it total the case has 
cost the taxpayers $103,819. 

The Shearl property on NC 

28 south was split zoned business/
residential. The commercial ac-
tivities for J&J Lawn Service were 
conducted on the part adjacent to 
the highway with the segment be-
hind zoned residential to buffer 

Town ordered to pay Shearl $35,000 to settle dispute
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•WeekenD Weather•

For real-time weather and the extended forecast go to  
www.highlandsinfo.com and click on Weather

For an unforgettable expedition on 
the Highlands-Cashiers plateau call:

Highland
Excursions
828.333.7980
www.over landunl imited.com

With the new year, the Town 
Board, the new Town Manager 
and I will begin planning  for 

the year. We are entering the period where 
budget decisions are made for fiscal year 
2017/’18. Let me share some of  my initial 
thoughts.

First, what we decide and have to do 
doesn’t solely emanate from Highlands. 
What happens in Washington and Raleigh 
can also impact the financial status of  our 
little mountain community.

I will be carefully tracking events in 
Washington in the coming months.  The 
nation will have a new president with both 
houses of  congress holding majorities of  
the president’s party. I hope they can pass 
legislation that will benefit the American 
people. I also hope that these Washington 
policies will promote the national econ-
omy so Highlands can continue to enjoy 
the strong housing and tourist markets like 
this past year. If  folks begin to see a re-
trenching economy they immediately cut 
personnel spending, especially in such ar-
eas as travel and home purchases.

The incoming president and some 
leaders of  congress have been discussing 
a new trillion dollar stimulus package for 

Mayor Pat Taylor

infrastructure projects. Now 
I won’t get into whether it 
is needed, or whether it will 
create jobs, or add to the 
national debt.  I just want 
Highlands to be ready to get 
a fair share of  the federal 
money if  the stimulus comes 
to pass.

I have asked Lamar 
Nix, our public works direc-
tor and town engineer, to 
review all of  our infrastruc-
ture needs and to be ready to 
respond. We have a number 
of  projects, such as improv-
ing water impoundments and upgrading our 
utility systems, that may qualify for stimulus 
grants. We have benefited from similar stim-
ulus grants in the past. So, Lamar will be 
getting some projects to an almost “shovel 
ready” status as events unfold in the capital. 
If  the Feds say they are looking for infra-
structure projects to fund, we will be more 
than willing to help them out.

I know some folks may say that the 
town should not form a dependency on 
Washington funds; that it only adds to the 
growth of  the federal government and the 
national debt. My response is that if  federal 
money is available, I want us to get our fair 
share. Failure to apply only guarantees that 
money will end up in towns in other areas.  I 
don’t want to see money we could have had 
end up in New York City! I am sure Con-
gressman Meadows would want his district 
to get a fair share, too, and would be very 

helpful in securing funding.
When, and if  the town 

receives federal and state 
revenues, it alleviates the 
tax burden at the local level. 
Currently, the town has a 
ten-year-long list of  infra-
structure needs that have to 
be prioritized. Just maintain-
ing, upgrading and replacing 
critical infrastructure is an 
ongoing process. As soon as 
we strike a completed proj-
ect off  the list, something 
replaces it. Federal stimulus 
funds would help the town 

move through this list of  needs. Our list 
is not “pork barrel” stuff, but real critical 
needs. 

At the state level, I hope the new legis-
lative session does not threaten the town’s 
budget like that ill conceived sales tax redis-
tribution proposal of  the last long session. 
In the end, everything worked out to where 
the town, as well as the county, lost a little 
revenue to Raleigh, but also saw good sales 
tax increases. With a strong economy and 
a projected state budget surplus, maybe 
the  legislature will be in the mood to share 
some of  the bountiful revenue.

Or, maybe I’m just doing wishful 
speculation at the beginning of  this new 
year. Nevertheless, I have hope and opti-
mism for a good year for all.

I will keep everyone posted as budget 
issues emerge. I hope everyone has a happy 
new year.

Planning ahead .... looking at 2017-’18 needs records and 18 team records.
Elias McKim set four team records 

scoring 33 points. Chase Kenter and Vivi 
Geren also set four team records and 
scored 32 and 31 points, respectively. 
Jelehna McKim set five team records and 
scored 25 points. Ellie BySura set one team 
record and scored 11 points.

Connor Hughes won two events and 
scored 29 points. Vivian Kennedy won a 
race and scored 15 points. Ben Halldin also 
won a race and scored 10 points.

Jack Sumner scored 16 points. Andre 
Halldin scored 14 points. Dasha Halldin 
scored 10 points. La-Donna Dallmann, 
Aniah McKim and Mia Kaylor all scored 
eight points. Jack Gagne scored seven 
points. Hayden BySura scored five points. 
Savannah Bozeman and Blake Kenter 
scored four points. Peyton Kaylor, and 
Francisco Gooch both scored three points. 
Launch Young scored two points.

The Hurricanes will continue their 
winter season with a home meet Satur-
day, February 25 at 9 AM at the Highlands 
Recreation Pool and will travel to Murphy 
again on March 25.

The Highlands Hurricanes are a High-
lands Recreation Park Swim Team that 
practices at the Highlands Recreation Park 
Pool in the evenings during the week and 
on Saturday mornings. Attendance at all 
practices is not required. The only require-
ment to join is that you are able to swim 25 
yards (one pool length) unassisted. 

For further information, please call 
Steve Hott, Head Coach at 828.421.4121 
or the Highlands Recreation Park Pool at 
828.526.1595. 
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•obituary•

Anna Virginia Wise 
Aliff, 88, of  Highlands, NC, 
passed away Saturday, De-
cember 31, 2016.

Born in Richwood, 
West Virginia, she was the 
daughter of  the late Tony 
and Anna Wise. In addition 
to her parents, she was pre-
ceded in death by a brother, 
Raymond Wise. Anna was a 
member of  Shortoff  Baptist 
Church and the Highlands 
Women’s Club and she vol-
unteered at Fibbers for 25 years.

She is survived by her husband of  60 
years, James H. Aliff; three children, Trina 
Aliff  of  Mountain City, GA, Cathy Hagan 
and husband David of  Sanger, TX and 

Anna Virginia Wise Aliff
Bert Aliff  and wife Susan of  
Ocean Springs, MS; one sis-
ter, Betty Frazier of  Indian 
Trail, NC and three grand-
children, Bert , Alexis and 
Alaina.

A Memorial Service will 
be held at a later date.

In lieu of  flowers dona-
tions can be made to Four 
Seasons Foundation Of-
fice, 571 South Allen Road, 
Flat Rock, NC 28731 (www.
fourseasonscfl.org/donate/

foundation)
Macon Funeral Home is in charge of  

the arrangements.
Online condolences can be made at 

maconfuneralhome.com

largest relatively unfragmented swaths of  
forest land on the east coast, but there are 
certain forest types that are ecologically out 
of  whack,” Megan Sutton, the Southern 
Blue Ridge Program Director of  the NC 
Chapter of  The Nature Conservancy, told 
Carolina Public Press.

For instance, non-native species now 
account for roughly 15 percent of  the flora 
of  the 1.1 million acres of  national forest in 
Western North Carolina and there is a lack 
of  early successional habitat – or young 
trees – across the landscape.

The number one reason: Decades of  
fire suppression, Sutton said.

The Southern Blue Ridge Fire Learn-
ing Network, which the Nature Conservan-
cy and U.S. Forest Service launched in 2007 
as a joint project, has worked to assemble 
wildlife managers, ecologists and forest 
managers from agencies and organizations 
that were interested in a better grasp of  
how both wild and managed fires alter the 
landscape.

“With the drought and the range of  
the fires, this has been an exceptional year,” 
Sutton said.

“In some places we’re resetting the 
clock of  the forest to age zero. That can 
be catastrophic in places that are potential 

hotbeds for non-native species, but can also 
be valuable to wildlife and to native habitats 
that form in places that we’ve had difficulty 
managing.”

Shock to the ecosystem
Gary Kauffman, a forest botanist with 

the USFS is among a cadre of  experts the 
Forest Service has deployed in Burned Area 
Emergency Response (BARE) teams. As-
sembled specialists are sent to analyze post-
fire condition of  burned watersheds and plan 
emergency stabilization treatments. Their 
goal is to look at any special efforts needed 
to protect forest health and water quality.

“This type of  fire doesn’t happen very 
often,” Kauffman said, adding that it could 
take a couple of  years to see most of  the ef-
fects.

From a scientific point-of-view, ecolo-
gists consider fires an important disturbance 
in the natural cycle of  “succession” – the 
process of  plants and animals changing af-
ter a disturbance. A shock can be as small as 
fallen tree or as wide sweeping as an invasive 
pest like the pine beetle or a forest fire. In 
either case, said Sutton, those upheavals are 
vital in creating a forest with mixed aged for-
ests and habitats that accommodate a range 
of  wildlife and plants.

...ECOSYSTEMS continued from page 1

While rains helped end the waves of fires nearly two weeks earlier, fire damage near State 
Road 80 outside Marion remains obvious on Dec. 12, 2016. 

Photo by Colby Rabon / Carolina Public Press.

The Highlands Emergency Council will be accepting applications requesting financial help for 
the cost of propane gas, fuel oil, and wood. Applications will be accepted on Thurs., January, 12; Fri., 
January 13; Mon., January 16 and Wed., January 18 from 10 am to 2 pm at the HEC office on Poplar 
Street (next to Wilson gas). Proof of income is required. No applications will be accepted after 
these dates. Applications must be filled out in person, no applications will be taken over the phone. 

Do you need help with staying warm this winter?
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• Highlands Area Dining 

Brunch: Sat. & Sun., 10a to 3p
Dinner: Mon-Thurs & Sun., 5-9p

Fri. & Sat. 5-10p
For reservations call: 526-4429

Cyprus  
International Cuisine

Open Year Round
Mon., thru Thurs., 11a to 10p

Fri., & Sat., 11a to 11 p
Sun., noon to 10p

Closed Wednesdays
828-787-1680 or 828-787-1900

We Cater!
151 Helen’s Barn Avenue

Asia House
Japanese • Asian• Thai • Hibachi Cuisine

Serving Lunch and Dinner Year-Round.
Gourmet Foods, Full Service Bar
Town Square at 343-D Main St. • Highlands

828-526-4035

Serving Lunch 
11a to 4p

Serving Dinner 
from 5:30p 

Closed Sunday for 
Dinner and all day 

Wednesday

Coffee • Espresso Drinks
Smoothies • Hot Soup
Paninis • Baked Goods

On Main Street • Highlands
7 days a week • 7a to 6p • 526-0020

It’s that time to cheer for your favorite stars as they 
walk the red carpet in hopes of  winning a Golden Globe 
or Academy Award. And the Highlands Playhouse believes 
that you deserve to see the best movies on the BIG screen! 
To make this happen, they will be hosting an Award Series 
- planned to run now through March. 

“Our goal is to show as many Golden Globe and 
Academy Award nominated titles as possible. Our immedi-
ate requested line-up is very impressive and should result in 
some wonderful opportunities to see movies that have been 
receiving some major buzz,”said executive director, Ginger 
Moseley. 

In no particular order, they hope to show La La Land, 
The Founder, Lion, Jackie, Miss Sloane, Kubo and the Two 
Strings, A Monster Calls, Hidden Figures, and Hell or High 
Water... to name a few. 

The schedule will be very flexible and may change de-
pending on distributor’s restrictions, so be sure to check the 
website often. The box office staff  will make every attempt 
to update the website as soon as a title is confirmed. 

Current Movie Schedule
Fridays - Tuesdays at 2, 5, and 8pm (no 8pm show on 

Sundays)
For more information see www.highlandsplayhouse.

org

Highlands Playhouse to 
host ‘Award Series’ January 

through March 2017
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526-5999
Located at 680 N. 4th. St., Highlands

Open Mon-Sat 10a to 5p

Carrying a wide variety of 
natural products for your  

Mind, Body & Home.

Organic Fresh Juices & Smoothies  
and Salads “On the Go!”

COREY JAMES GALLERY
 9th Annual 
Winter Sale 

Open Everyday!

On the 
corner 

of 3rd & 
Spring 

(828) 
526-4818

The regeneration process is benefi-
cial for a range of  plants and animals. For 
instance, young forests provide food and 
cover for migratory songbirds and habitat 
for game such as turkey.

But things grow fast in Western North 
Carolina relative to other ecosystems. That 
means forest managers have to think quick 
to help native species thrive and keep un-
wanted pests from taking root.

In the wake of  intense fires in 2013 in 
the Linville Gorge the non-native princess 
tree sprouted up in deeply scorched areas. 
Just one tree can generate up to 20 million 
seeds per year and can grow up to 10 feet in 
a single season.

Kauffman said the agency struggled 
to address the regeneration of  the princess 
trees because of  the extremely steep ter-
rain and the Linville Gorge’s designation as 
a wilderness area which can restrict some 
of  the rehabilitation strategies that can be 
deployed.

Fighting fire with …
One strategy could be managed fire – 

a tactic that land managers haven’t always 
favored.

In 1915 the North Carolina General 
Assembly authorized the first state fire war-
dens to fight fires and clear brush along rail 
lines to keep sparks at bay and to protect 
forests that were prized for their timber 
value. In 1935, the U.S. Forest Service de-
veloped a so-called “10 a.m. policy” which 
mandated fires be snuffed by the next 

morning.
However, research in the 1960s and 

1970s led to a shift in Forest Service policy 
to a “let-burn” policy.

While forest managers now generally 
view fires as vital to the health of  a forest, 
state forest managers are still mandated to 
suppress wildfires to protect people and 
property. It’s when the flames cross onto 
the 1.1 million acres of  national forest that 
forest firefighters have more options to take 
charge and, if  possible, control and manage 
those wildfires to prevent damage and cap-
ture some of  the ecological dividends.

Sutton and Kauffman said there is a sil-
ver lining in the recent fires. For example, the 
fires may help contain rhododendron and 
mountain laurel that spread in the absence 
of  fire from riparian areas in which they be-
long to slopes and ridges where they provide 
fuel for fires.

Still, agencies prefer to use controlled 
burns, rather than wildfire, as a tool to im-
prove the health of  a forest. Before a con-
trolled burn, fire experts take months to plan 
and consider a wide range of  factors to mini-
mize the impact of  smoke to the health and 
safety of  people and property nearby.

Wildfires, of  course, have no regard for 
timing, people, structures, terrain or weather 
forecasts. And, among the Fire Learning 
Network’s conclusions is that a lack of  fire 
has led to increased fuel loads that leave 
forests and people more vulnerable to cata-
strophic fire.

Rethinking long-term efforts
“The cost of  fighting wildfires is astro-

nomical,” Sutton said. “The recent fires have 
been really hard to watch personally and my 
thoughts are with families who lost lives and 
resources. There’s no good spin to put on 
that.”

The wide range of  the fires may affect 
how public land managers address fire in 
the future. Michelle Aldridge of  the USFS 
said forest planners will reconsider fire in the 
Pisgah-Nantahala National Forest Plan revi-
sion process that is slated to be finalized in 
2017. A draft plan and a draft environmental 
impact statement are expected to be released 
in the spring.

“We are going to continue the plan 
development, integrating our best scientific 
information about current conditions,” said 
Aldridge in an e-mail to CPP. “We’ll take an-
other look at the forest-wide direction for 
fire and make sure that section has every-
thing we need as we move ahead.”

Ultimately, the ecological impact – both 
good and bad – of  the fires won’t be clear 
for months or even years to come.

“It’s too early to really understand 
what’s going to happen,” Kauffman said, 
though he’s hopeful.

“We need to look at the fires as an op-
portunity,” he said. “There is benefit and po-
tential risk. When you burn you are trying to 
make change, but some species benefit and 
some don’t.” 

...SALARIES continued from page 1
elected officials in each county.

Previous articles in this series have 
looked at the salaries for county commis-
sioners and county staff. Today’s article 
looks at sheriffs and registers of  deeds.

Sheriffs
As with most other county-level gov-

ernment jobs, Buncombe County, by far 
the biggest county in the region, pays its 
sheriff  more than any other WNC county. 
Sheriff  Van Duncan receives an annual 
salary of  $127,404 per year and, like most 
sheriffs, the county provides him with a 
take-home car.

But Duncan’s salary, while high for the 
region’s law enforcement officers, doesn’t 
breach the list of  the top 10 highest paid 
public officials in Buncombe County. 
Statewide records show that Duncan, who 
received a $7,000 per year pay raise since 
the 2014-2015 fiscal year, is one of  the 10 
highest-paid sheriffs in the state, in keeping 
with Buncombe’s rank among the top 10 
counties in population.

Henderson County Sheriff  Charles 

McDonald makes $106,541 per year and is 
the only other sheriff  in the region making 
more than $100,000. Watauga County Sher-
iff  Len Hagaman is paid $90,396 per year, 
making him the third-highest-paid sheriff  in 
the region.

WNC’s smaller counties pay their elect-
ed officials significantly less than those in 
larger areas. In the second-smallest county in 
the region by population, Clay County Sher-
iff  Vic Davis is the lowest-paid sheriff  in the 
region, making $56,770 per year. Graham 
County, the county with the lowest popula-
tion in the region, pays its sheriff, $62,836. 
Avery County, Yancey County, Cherokee 
County, Madison County, Polk County and 
Mitchell County each pay the sheriff  in the 
$60,000-$70,000 range.

Swain County, the third-smallest county 
in the region by population, pays Sheriff  
Curtis Cochran $79,746 per year, making 
him both the highest-paid elected official in 
the county as well as the second-highest-paid 
county official overall.

A complete list of  sheriff  salaries by 

county is at the end of  the article.
Register of  deeds

The register of  deeds is an elected of-
ficial who is responsible for maintaining 
documents related to property rights, par-
ticularly for real estate. North Carolina law 
establishes the methods for preparing and 
storing deeds, and gives county commission-
ers authority to set a register of  deeds’ salary 
and job expectations.

Buncombe County register of  deeds 
Drew Reisinger is the highest-paid in the re-
gion, receiving an annual salary of  $87,021 

Advertising in Highlands  
Newspaper or on line at www.

highlandsinfo.com WORKS!
For information email

highlandseditor@aol.com
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per year. Henderson County’s William King 
receives $73,310 per year and a $3,665 re-
tention bonus. Haywood County pays Sher-
ri Rogers $70,442 per year.

Graham County pays its register of  
deeds, Carolyn Stewart, the lowest salary 
in the region at $42,922 per year. Cherokee 
County, at $46,710 per year for Daphne 
Dockery, and Madison County’s $44,621 
for Susan Rector are also on the lower end 
of  the spectrum for the region.

Jackson County’s Joe Hamilton 
($57,714), Polk County’s Sheila Whitmire 
($55,053), Macon County’s Todd Raby 
($55,280) and Yancey County’s Susan Jobe 
($58,181) round out the registers of  deeds 
in the region who make more than $55,000 
per year.

 County-by-county breakdown

Avery County (pop. 17,816)
Sheriff: $64,503
Register of  Deeds: $50,623

Buncombe County (pop. 254,836)
Sheriff: $127,404
Register of  Deeds: $87,021
 
Burke County (pop. 89,114)
Sheriff: $76,078
Register of  Deeds: $51,692
 
Cherokee County (pop. 27,770)
Sheriff: $66,002
Register of  Deeds: $46,710
 
Clay County (pop. 11,036)
Sheriff: $56,770
Register of  Deeds: $52,307
 
Graham County (pop. 8,761)
Sheriff: $62,836
Register of  Deeds: $42,922

Haywood County (pop. 60,631)
Sheriff: $82,557
Register of  Deeds: $70,442

 Henderson County (pop. 112,511)
Sheriff: $106,541
Register of  Deeds: $73,310
 
Jackson County (pop. 41,597)
Sheriff: $86,180
Register of  Deeds: $57,714
 
Macon County (pop. 34,771)
Sheriff: $83,585
Register of  Deeds: $55,280
 
Madison County (pop. 21,663)
Sheriff: $62,224
Register of  Deeds: $44,621
 
McDowell County (pop. 45,370)
Sheriff: $70,092
Register of  Deeds: $47,688
 
Mitchell County (pop. 15,335)
Sheriff: $65,912
Register of  Deeds: $49,627
 
Polk County (pop. 20,828)
Sheriff: $63,654
Register of  Deeds: $55,053
 
Rutherford County (pop. 67,617)
Sheriff: $82,555
Register of  Deeds: $68,521
 
Swain County (pop. 14,953)
Sheriff: $79,746
Register of  Deeds: $60,004
 
Transylvania County (pop. 33,745)
Sheriff: $78,054
Register of  Deeds: $61,472
 
Watauga County (pop. 53,737)
Sheriff: $90,396
Register of  Deeds: $52,688
 
Yancey County (pop. 17,959)
Sheriff: $66,393
Register of  Deeds: $58,181

...SALARIES continued from page 5

The Highlands Performing Arts Center will continue the Live via Satellite Se-
ries on Saturday, January 7 @ 12:55pm with the MET Opera’s production of 
Nabucco by Verdi. The legendary Plácido Domingo brings another new bari-
tone role to the Met under the baton of his longtime collaborator James 
Levine. Liudmyla Monastyrska is Abigaille, the warrior woman determined to 
rule empires, and Jamie Barton is the heroic Fenena. Dmitri Belosselskiy is the 
stentorian voice of the oppressed Hebrew people. Tickets are available online: 
highlandspac.org, at the door or by calling 828.526.9047 Highlands Performing 
Arts Center, 507 Chestnut Street, Highlands

At PAC Live via Satellite Series  
MET Opera’s production of  

Nabucco by Verdi on Sat., Jan. 7

Highlands Rec Park Pool Schedule:
Lap Swim 
Monday-Friday 7am-10am 6 lanes and Monday –Thursday 5pm-6pm 1 or 2 lanes.  Sharing 
pool with Water Aerobics at 5:15.
Public Swim 
Monday-Thursday 3-5pm & Monday, Tuesday and Thursday 6pm-8pm, Saturday 11am-6pm 
and Sunday 1pm-5pm.
Water Aerobics
Monday-Friday 10:15am-11:15am and Monday-Thursday 5:15pm-6:00pm (sharing pool 
with lap swimmers) and Saturday mornings from 11:15-12:00.

Pool available for pool parties Friday, Saturday and Sunday evenings 6pm-8pm. Call the 
pool at 828-526-1595 if you have any questions concerning the pool.

Ice Rink Schedule:
Thursdays: 1-8pm, 

Fridays and Saturdays: 1-10pm, 
Sundays: 1-5pm 

Mondays 5-8pm (Ice Hockey only). 

Admission is $5 skates included. Water, Coffee and Hot Chocolate are available for sale.
For more information contact Lester Norris or Maxine Ramey at 828-526-3556.
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A few years back, this 
song popped into my 
head, when my husband 

got word that a friend from his 
Air Force days had passed away. 
He’d been in the hospital for a 
month and had been improv-
ing, so we were surprised and 
saddened by the news.  Up un-
til about 10 years ago, the two 
hadn’t spoken since those long 
ago days. 

Wikipedia tells us “Auld 
Lang Syne … is a Scots poem 
written by Robert Burns in 1788 and set 
to the tune of  a traditional folk song. The 
song begins by posing a rhetorical question 
as to whether it’s right that old times be 
forgotten, and is generally interpreted as 
a call to remember long-standing friend-
ships.” 

Should old acquaintance be forgot, and never 
brought to mind?

Should old acquaintance be forgot, and days 
auld lang syne?

 
Well, for my husband, the answer is a 

resounding “No.” When he retired more 
than 10 years ago, he had time on his hands, 
and he set about locating friends from his 
younger days.  This was before Facebook, 
so he did it the old-fashioned way: he used 
the on-line white pages.  I often overheard 
him leaving messages like, “are you the Joe 
Smith who went to Whitefoord Elemen-
tary School or served in Pleiku?”  Believe 
it or not, he located quite a few old friends 
this way.  

My husband found his Air Force 
friend in upstate New York, and he sub-
sequently joined us at a Pleiku Air Base 
reunion in Virginia and became a regular 
at these annual events. Using that same 
low-tech technique, my husband located 
two other Vietnam buddies in the Mid-

west, and one joined him at a 
Pleiku Reunion in St. Louis. He 
and several of  these guys even 
caught up on a conference call 
one time.

He also unearthed a few 
grammar school friends.  Be-
cause he moved around quite 
a bit as a child, he didn’t go to 
the same high school as his boy-
hood friends, and despite fond 
memories, lost touch with them.  
Once they reconnected, though, 
they invited him to a high school 

reunion, where he was able to touch base 
with a good many of  them.  

When he locates an old friend, they stay 
in touch through email, Facebook and the 
occasional phone call. Though he has some 
more recent friends—recent as in the last 10 
to 20 years—I know he treasures his friends 
from long ago.  He has invested heavily in 
maintaining these friendships, and I’m sure 
he’d agree that the investment continues to 
pay him huge dividends. As the song goes, 
here’s to old friends.

… there’s a hand my trusty friend!
And give me a hand o’ thine!
And we’ll take a right good-will draught,
for auld lang syne.

So, as you begin 2017, take a moment 
to remember both old and new friends.  Bet-
ter yet, make some time in the new year to 
reconnect and let them know you thought 
of  them.  Happy New Year to one and all.

***
Kathy Manos Penn is a Sandy Springs 

resident now happily retired from a corpo-
rate career in communications. Find this 
column and others in her book, “The Ink 
Penn: Celebrating the Magic in the Every-
day,” available locally at The Molly Grace or 
on Kathy’s website at www.theinkpenn.com. 
Contact her at inkpenn119@gmail.com.

Think about Auld Lang Syne
•the ink Penn •

Kathy Manos Penn

Advertising in Highlands  
Newspaper or on line at www.highlandsinfo.com 

WORKS!
Don’t get left behind in 2017!

For information email
highlandseditor@aol.com
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Dr. Joseph H. Wilbanks, D.D.S.

706-886-9439 • 800-884-9439

278 East Doyle St. • Toccoa, GA

COMPLETE DENTAL CARE UNDER ONE ROOF.

You are only 50 miles away from 30 years experience in top-
notch, high-tech, one-stop dentistry known for its gentle touch. 

• Dental Implants • Root Canal 
Therapy

• SINGLE VISIT CROWNS! 
• Orthodontics including Invisalign  

• Wisdom Teeth Extractions 
and of course Fillings and Cleanings.

(IV Sedation, too)

www.WilbanksSmileCenter.com

330 Dillard Road
Behind 

Highlands Decorating Center
828-526-4192

Complete Hair Care
including 

Hair Extensions

Massage Therapy
Hand & Foot Treatments

Body Treatments

Facials
including

Anti-Aging Celluma Panel

Personal Training
with Justin

Manicures 
& Pedicures

Special Packages
to pamper you or 
someone special

Take a deep breath, 
exhale slowly. 

At Taylor Barnes Salon  
& Spa you are  

a little closer to serenity!
•See SUMMER page 14

233 North 4th Street
Highlands, NC 28741

828.526.2083
ckswan.com
Just down from

Old Edwards Inn & Spa

ANT IQUES and FURNITURE

BOOKS   ART   JEWELRY
GARDEN    G IFTS    K IDS

SWAN
K

Budget constraints have been 
a problem with the Macon County 
School system for the last few 
years, and with a tighter budget, the 
school system has examined every 
aspect of  operating costs to save 
every dollar it can. 

Personnel, being the largest 
expense in the budget has often 

been a target for cuts, and through 
attrition, the school system has been 
able to keep the district running 
without laying off  employees. 
Despite more students enrolled 
than five years ago, the school 
system is working with less teachers, 
teaching assistants, and central 
office staff. 

Over the last few years, several 
key personnel in the central office 
have retired, and to save the district 
dollars, those positions have not 
been filled, but rather consolidated. 
In addition to consolidating duties 
of  central office personnel, those 
hired to do the work are through 
contract positions, rather than 
full time positions, which saves 
the district dollars on insurance 
and workers  compensat ion 
requirements. 

During the December meeting 
of  the Board of  Education, 
three key contract positions were 
approved by the board for the 
2017-‘18 school year. Contracts 
for Terry Bell, Carol Arnold, and 
Kathy Breedlove were all approved 
unanimously by the board. 

As contract employees, they 
do not receive health insurance 
or retirement benefits,” said 
Macon County Superintendent 
Dr. Chris Baldwin. “This provides 
a considerable cost-saving to the 
school system. The additional 
benefits costs associated with a 
full-time employee would add 
$4,406.4 (7.65%) for social security 
withholdings, $9,285.12 (16.12%) 

for retirement, and $5,564 for 
health insurance. This comes to 
$19,255.52 each for a total savings 
of  $38,511.04 for Carol Arnold and 
Terry Bell.”

Bell served as a teacher from 
1973 until 1983 before becoming 
the assistant principal of  Franklin 
High School in 1983. Bell served as 
assistant principal until 1988 when 
he became an elementary principal 
for Macon County Schools, where 
he worked until 2005. 

From 2005 until 2009 Bell 
served as the Central Office 
Director of  Auxiliary Services 
from 2005-2009 and served as the 
school facility consultant for Macon 
County from 2009-2014. Since 
2014, Bell has served as a consultant 
under a contract employee for the 
school system. 

Currently, Bell’s primary 
responsibility with the school 
system is to manage the district’s 
Human Resource needs. He handles 
employee recruitment and retention 
and manages the district’s employee 
record mandates. Bell is responsible 
for all interviews and managing the 
benefits for the school system’s 
employees. 

As teaching licensures are 
required, Bell ensures all employees 
are compliant and properly licensed 
and renewed. In addition to human 
resources, Bell works with Todd 
Gibbs and Dr. Baldwin for all facility 
and transportation consultant 
needs. Bell was instrumental in 
the district’s school consolidation 
process and is well-versed in the 
ins and outs of  each of  Macon 
County’s schools. 

Bell’s annual contract totals 
$57,600, which is on the low-end 
of  the salary scale for school system 

directors in the state. 
A r no ld  s e r ved  a s  an 

elementary teacher from 1977 
until 1983, an English, social 
studies, science and Exceptional 
Children’s teacher at Macon 
Middle School from 1984 to 
1988 and the director of  Macon 
County’s EC department from 
1988 to 1998. 

From 1998 unti l  2003 
Arnold served as the EC Regional 
Consultant for the North Carolina 
Department of  Public Instruction, 
managing 18 school districts. 
Arnold has served as the district’s 
Title IX Director, as well as the 
Human Resource Director from 
2003-2009. While serving as 
the district’s Human Resource 
Director, Arnold also served as 
the curriculum coordinator and 
Director of  the school system’s 
EC Gifted and Federal Programs. 

Currently, Arnold manages 
the mandated federal programs 
utilized by Macon County Schools. 
She is responsible for the Title I 
& II programs, EC Licensure, and 
services and programs designed 
for homeless students in Macon 
County. 

Arnold’s annual contract is 
also $57,600. 

Kathy Breedlove’s contract 
as a guidance counselor at Macon 
Early College was also approved 
last month. The contract was 
approved to start on January 2 
and end on June 8. Breedlove 
provides all services assigned 
by Dr. Baldwin for guidance 
counselor services at MEC. The 
contract states Breedlove will be 
paid $260.93 per day during the 
term of  her contract. 

MC Schools ‘contract employment’ policy explained

This school year marks the 
second year students at Highlands 
School and Nantahala School 
have been going to school for an 
additional 20 minutes per day. The 
special calendar exemption which 
began for them in 2015-’16, has 
allowed the schools, which are 
prone to experiencing complica-
tions with winter weather, to get 
testing done before the winter 

break, and have the flexibility 
needed to address snow days. 

This year the longer school 
days went districtwide. 

Although the extended days 
have only been implemented at 
all schools for a semester, due to 
its success, the Macon County 
Board of  Education approved 
the 2017-‘18 school year calen-

2017 summer to be 94 days 
long for Macon C. students
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Have You Fixed Your
Dirt Crawl Space?

There are three things that destroy materials in general and wood in  
particular: water, heat and ultra violet radiation. Of those, water is by far 
the most destructive.

Protect your home from:
• Mold
• Bugs
• Structural Damage
• Smells & Odors
• Loss of Storage Space
• Radon Gas
• Rising Energy Costs

The earth in your dirt crawl space is the major source 
of moisture in your home! This moisture is carried 
up into your house from the natural upward air flow  
created from rising heat. 

Call for a FREE Estimate on the Dry Crawl Spaces 
Crawl Space Encapsulation System.

DryCrawlSpaces.com • 828-743-0900

Larry Rogers 
Construction Company, Inc.

Excavating • Grading • Trucking Trackhoe 
Backhoe • Utilities 

(828) 526-2874
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•investing at 4,118 Ft.•

Susie deVille 
Owner/ Broker-in-Charge
White Oak Realty Group

(828) 371-2079

The Year Ahead in the Highlands, NC Real Estate Market
“You can’t connect the dots looking forward; 

you can only connect them looking backward. So 
you have to trust that the dots will somehow connect 
in your future. You have to trust in something - your 
gut, destiny, life, karma, whatever. This approach 
has never let me down, and it has made all the dif-
ference in my life.”         ~ Steve Jobs

It is always fun to take stock of  the pre-
vious year and review events in order to 
analyze market trends and goings on, as 

well as gather inklings for what those trends 
may mean for the coming months. The 

2016 real estate market gives us some defini-
tive clues for how we may interpret the tea 
leaves for the 2017 market, most especially 
with regard to demographics, Buyer prefer-
ences, and an intriguing market shift for a 
segment of  Sellers.

As I review my Buyer clients who 
purchased property in 2016, there is a con-
tinuation and strengthening of  a trend that 
began a few years ago:  increasingly, I am 
seeing a younger demographic invest in the 
Highlands market. I estimate that at least 
half  of  the Buyers I represented last year 

were in their 30s and 40s. 
This group of  investors 
without fail has done their 
homework. They are very 
astute and savvy in terms 
of  market valuations, sales, 
design trends, and rental 
demand. These Buyers will 
continue to seek properties 
they can renovate to reflect 
their own tastes (and that 
of  future renters and Buy-
ers). Projects do not scare 
them; in fact, they embrace 
the challenge of  renovat-
ing and possess a clear vi-
sion for what they want to 
achieve. Note:  I predict 
this demographic will lead 
new construction starts in 
2017, with a particular emphasis on buying 
improved properties close in to Main Street 
and either completely renovating them or 
tearing down existing structures and build-
ing anew from scratch.

I also see an interesting trend on the 
horizon for 2017 as it pertains to investors 
who have been on the sidelines since 2008-
2010. As we all know, when the real estate 
market bottomed, Highlands was not im-
mune to the effects. There were a multitude 
of  Sellers who got caught with properties 
they could not sell either due to the dearth 
of  Buyers, being completely upside down in 
the property, or both. Many of  these folks 
took heavy losses not only financially, but 
also to their credit histories. Interestingly, 
as the adage goes, time heals all wounds; 
these folks are now going to be back in the 
market this year. With renewed enthusiasm, 
repaired credit scores, stable incomes, and a 
zeal to invest in these mountains they love 
so much, this group of  Buyers will be look-
ing for properties in the $400,000 and under 
range (to limit exposure). They will be look-
ing for outlier properties, sleeper properties, 
and also affordable lots with great potential 
-- all in an effort to find the diamond in the 
rough that gets them back in the game.

Let’s talk luxury, shall we? 2017 is go-
ing to be all about luxury! I predict a huge 
upswing in luxury real estate sales across 
all neighborhoods, country clubs, and 
home styles. Sellers, if  you have been pa-
tiently waiting for your Buyer, this is your 
year! Take the winter months to get your 
home inspected and tend to all repairs and 
maintenance items. Clean up and declutter. 
Think immaculate, pristine spaces because 
the group of  investors coming into the 

market this year expect/
demand an even higher at-
tention to detail and prop-
erty condition must reflect 
that. They are willing to 
pay for the unique, the 
special, and the extraor-
dinary. Get your house in 
order – literally.

Perhaps the most 
intriguing trend I see for 
2017 is the shift toward 
being a total Seller’s mar-
ket for those who are 
selling properties within a 
half  mile of  Main Street, 
as well as for Sellers of  
properties that have been 
renovated in accordance 
with market taste/style 

preferences, are situated on desirable lots, 
and are priced in line with market value. 
When I say a “total Seller’s market,” I mean 
just that. In 2017, I predict Sellers of  these 
properties will have an average of  60 days 
on market and will command higher sales 
price to listing price percentages. Caution 
for Sellers:  if  your property is not priced 
in line with market value, this market won’t 
bite. Don’t miss your window – listen to 
your agent and price accordingly!

This year will be my 16th year in the 
real estate business in Highlands. I can 
honestly say I am more excited about the 
market this year than I have ever been. I see 
blue skies for both Sellers and Buyers, with 
strong activity, as well as a surge of  proper-
ty renovations and neighborhood renewal 
across all price points. This coming market 
feels fun, light, exciting, and busy! If  you’ve 
been circling the idea of  whether or not to 
buy or sell, I predict you’ll find the 2017 
market to be one that offers the best in a 
fresh start.

• Susie deVille, ME, ABR, SFR, is 
Owner/Broker-in-Charge of  White Oak 
Realty Group. Her areas of  expertise in-
clude real estate investments, niche mar-
keting, social media, and strategic property 
positioning. An expert in entrepreneurship 
and anthropology, Susie applies her acu-
men in human behavior toward negotiating 
and advocating on behalf  of  her clients. 
White Oak Realty Group’s sales office is 
located at 125 South Fourth Street in the 
heart of  the retail district in Highlands. For 
more information, visit WhiteOakRG.com 
or call (828) 526-8118. 
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Proverbs 3:5 • Places to WorshiP •
BLUE VALLEY BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Oliver Rice, Pastor (706) 782-3965

Sundays: School:10 a.m., Worship:11 
Sunday night services every 2nd & 4th Sunday at 7 

Wednesdays: Mid-week prayer meeting:7 p.m.
BUCK CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH

828-269-3546 • Rev. Jamie Passmore, Pastor
Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11 

CHAPEL OF SKY VALLEY
Sky Valley, GA • 706-746-2999 

Sundays: 10 a.m.:Worship 
Holy Communion 1st Sunday of the month 

Wednesdays: 9 a.m. Healing and Prayer w/Communion 
CHRIST ANGLICAN CHURCH 

Rector: Jim Murphy, 252-671-4011 
464 US Hwy 64 east, Cashiers 

Sun.; 9:30a Sunday School; 10:30a Worship w/ Music  
Mon.: Bible Study & Supper at homes - 6 p.m. 

CHRIST CHURCH OF THE VALLEY, CASHIERS
Pastor Steve Kerhoulas • 743-5470

Sun.10:45am, S.S 9:30am. Wed. 6pm supper and teaching.
Tues. Guys study 8am, Gals 10am.

CLEAR CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Jim Kinard

Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11a.m. 
1st & 3rd Sunday night Service: 7.p.m.

Wednesdays –Supper at 6 p.m. 
COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH
www.cbchighlands.com • 526-4685
3645 Cashiers Rd, Highlands, NC

Senior Pastor Gary Hewins  
Sun.: 9:30am: Sunday School

10:30am: Middle & High School; 10:45am: Child. Program,
10: 45am: Worship Service

Wed.: 5pm Dinner ($7 adult, $2 child), 6pm CBC U.
EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF THE INCARNATION

The Rev. Dr. Maurice L. Goldsmith, Interim Rector 
526-2968

Sundays: Education and choir rehearsal, 9 am, 
Holy Eucharist Rite II, (sanctuary),10:30, nursery available 

Thursdays: Holy Eucharist Rite II. 
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH HIGHLANDS

828-526-4153 • www.fbchighlands.org
Dr. Mark Ford, Pastor

220 Main Street, Highlands NC 28741
Sun.:Worship 10:45 am; Sun.: Bible Study 9:30 am

Wed.: Men’s Bible Study 8:30 am; Prayer Mtg 6:15 pm; 
Choir 5 pm

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Curtis Fussell & Emily Wilmarth, pastors 

526-3175 • fpchighlands.org
Sun.: Worship: 11 a.m.; School: 9:30

Mondays: 8 a.m.:Men’s Prayer Group & Breakfast
Wednesdays:Choir:5:30p

GOLDMINE BAPTIST CHURCH
(Off Franklin/Highlands Rd) 

Sunday School:10 am, Worship Service:11 am
GRACE COMMUNITY CHURCH OF CASHIERS

Non-Denominational-Contemporary Worship
242 Hwy 107N, 1/4 miles from Crossroads in Cashiers

www.gracecashiers.com • Pastor Steve Doerter: 743-9814
Services: Sundays 10am - Wed. - 7pm; Dinner - Wed. 6pm 

HAMBURG BAPTIST CHURCH
Hwy 107N. • Glenville, Nc • 743-2729

Pastor Nathan Johnson
Sunday: School 9:45a, Worship 11a & 7p, Bible Study 6p

Wed. Kidsquest 6p.; Worship 7p.
HIGHLANDS ASSEMBLY OF GOD

Randy Reed, Pastor828-421-9172 • 165 S. Sixth Street 
Sundays: Worship:11 

HIGHLANDS CENTRAL BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Dan Robinson

670 N. 4th Street (next to the Highlands Civic Center)
Sun.: Morning Worship 10:45 a., Evening Worship, 6:30 p. 

Wednesday: Prayer Service, 6:30 p.
HIGHLANDS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

Pastor Randy Lucas 526-3376
Sun: School 9:45a.; Worship 9:09,10:50.; Youth 5:30 p.

Wed: Supper: 5:15; youth, & adults activities: 6; Handbell 
rehearsal, 6:15; Choir Rehearsal 7. (nursery provided ); 7pm 

Intercessory Prayer Ministry 
HOLY FAMILY LUTHERAN CHURCH: ELCA

Chaplain Margaret Howell • 2152 Dillard Road • 526-9741
Sun: School and Adult discussion group 9:30 a.m.;  

Worship/Communion:10:30 
HEALING SERVICE on the 5th Sunday of the month.

MACEDONIA BAPTIST CHURCH
8 miles south of Highlands on N.C. 28 S in Satolah

Pastor Troy Nicholson, (828) 526-8425
Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11, Choir:6 p.m.

Wed: Bible Study and Youth Mtg.:7 p.m.
MOUNTAIN SYNAGOGUE

at St. Cyprian’s Episcopal Church, Franklin
828-524-9463

MOUNTAIN BIBLE CHURCH 
743-2583 • Independent Bible Church 

Sun:10:30 a.m. at Big Ridge Baptist Church,  
4224 Big Ridge Road (4.5 miles from NC 107) 

Weds: Bible Study 6:30 p.m.; Youth Group 6 p.m. 
OUR LADY OF THE MOUNTAINS CATHOLIC 

CHURCH
 Parish office (Father Francis): 526-2418

Mass: Sun: 11 a.m.; Sat. at 4p
SCALY MOUNTAIN BAPTIST CHURCH

Rev. Marty Kilby
Sundays: School –10 a.m.; Worship –11 a.m. & 7 

Wednesdays: Prayer Mtg.:7 p.m.
SCALY MOUNTAIN CHURCH OF GOD

290 Buck Knob Road; Pastor Jerry David Hall • 526-3212
Sun.: School:10 a.m.; Worship:10:45 a.m.; Worship: 6 p.m.

SHORTOFF BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Rev. Andy Cloer 

Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11 a.m. 
Wednesdays: Prayer & Bible Study:6 p.m. 

THE CHURCH OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD
1448 Highway 107 South, Office: 743-2359

Rev. Rob Wood
Oct-May: Sunday Services: Rite I, 8a Rite II, 10:30 

June-Sept: Sunday Services: Rite I, 8a, Rite II, 9:15 & 11a
Nursery available for Rite II services

Sept 6-Oct 25-Informal Evening Eucharist-5:30 p.m. 
Thursday: Noon Healing Service with Eucharist.
LITTLE CHURCH IN THE WILDWOOD

Beginning Memorial Day weekend
Horse Cove - Kay Ward 743-5009

Old-Fashion hymn-sing Sunday 7-8p. 
UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST FELLOWSHIP 

85 Sierra Drive • 828-524-6777  
Sunday Worship - 11 a.m. 

WHITESIDE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Rev. Sam Forrester/Cashiers

Sunday School:10 am, Worship Service:11 am

John 3:16• sPiritually sPeaking •

By The Rev’d Jim Murphy, 
Christ Anglican Church, Highlands-Cashiers, NC

We, as Americans, will soon finish an onerous 
eight-year stretch that has been recognized by 
many as the most rancorous and divisive period 

in our nation’s history. 
Consider a few of  the divisions that have widened and 

are getting wider: Republican vs. Democrat; Caucasians vs. 
African Americans; Traditional morality folks vs. LGBTQ 
supporters/practitioners; Christians vs. Muslims; Jews vs. 
Muslims; Caucasians vs. Hispanics; Hispanics vs. African 
Americans; Haves vs. Have-nots; Tax payers vs. Tax takers; 
Policemen vs. African Americans; Progressives vs. Police-
men; Conservatives vs. Liberals; the Proud to be Ameri-
cans vs. the Embarrassed to be Americans; Women vs. 
Men; those who value life vs. those who consider it dispos-
able; and the list could go on. 

We only hurt ourselves by giving into the spirit of  di-
vision. Indeed, we demonstrate a peculiar disdain for the 
God who created us of  “One blood,” when we separate 
one from another, building walls of  hostility. 

Many of  us remember with fondness the words that 
President Ronald Reagan spoke to his counterpart in the 
old Soviet Union, “Gorbachev, tear down this wall!” He 
was referring to the “Berlin Wall” which had been erected 
decades earlier to divide and separate one city, one nation, 
into two.

In a manner of  speaking, the ministry of  Jesus Christ 
was to do the very same thing, to tear down a wall. How-
ever, he came to tear down the spiritual wall that had sepa-
rated us from God’s abiding presence for better than two 
millennia. Jesus, as the apostle Paul said about the Lord, 
“[H]e himself  is our peace, …[he] has broken down… 
the dividing wall of  hostility.”(Ephesians 2:14, ESV) In-
stead of  simply calling for peace, ala Reagan, Jesus was (is) 
peace—the only portal through the dividing wall.

In the beginning of  time, as the Book of  Genesis de-
scribes it, the world was created in perfect peace. There was 
a one to one, personal relationship with God. There was 
no separation between God and mankind. Indeed, unbro-
ken peace was the rule of  the day, the rule of  the world, 
the universe. Hostility was unthinkable. Imagine a world 
such as that. No death, no pain, no war, no lack, no divi-
sion—for anyone!

Hostility was unthinkable, that is, until sin entered 
the world. Invited and embraced by humanity, sin became 
the dividing wall between God and us. When Adam and 
Eve were expelled from the Garden of  Eden, the angelic 
guards who were posted to protect the entrance came to 
represent that wall of  hostility that we had erected.

What were we to do? A barrier guarded by the power 
of  God himself, how could that be breached? It seemed as 

Our Divisions 
Must End: 

For Heaven’s 
Sake
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Highlands Automotive

Service
&

Repair

NC
Inspection

Station

2851 Cashiers Road • highlandsautomotive.com
828-787-2360

chestnut storage

Look for our sign!
10890 Buck Creek Rd. - 1/2 mile off Cashiers Rd near the hospital 

Storage Units Available
Secure 24 Hour Access

Easy In - Easy Out
Great Rates - Great Terms

Call today to find out why we’re
“Highland’s Premier Facility”

828-482-1045

Whiteside Cove  
Cottages

800-805-3558 • 828-526-2222

5 new log cabins 
nestled in the 

hemlocks on 25 acres at 
the base of Whiteside 

Mountain.

Allan Dearth & Sons
Generator 

Sales & Service, Inc.

828-526-9325
Cell: 828-200-1139

email: allandearth@msn.com

Larry Houston
Rock Work

Walls • Fireplaces • Patios • Piers 
All Rock Work • Stucco

(828) 526-4138 or (828) 200-3551

• Grading
• Excavating
• Driveways
• Build sites

• Hauling
• Septic Systems 

Edwin Wilson
Cell (828) 421-3643 

Office/fax (828) 526-4758
wilsongrading@yahoo.com 

Lower your fees for 2017

When the crowds have gone and 
snow is piled in the middle of 

Main Street, it’s time to review 
your credit card fees!

Highlands Office • (828) 482-9309

• Residential or 
Commercial 

• Over 40 Years  
Experience 
• Fast and  

Dependable
• FREE Estimates

• FREE Pick-up and 
Delivery

American 
Upholstery & Fabric 

Outlet

(864) 638-9661 cell: (864) 710-9106

102 S. College Street • Walhalla, SC 29691
(Owners: Morris & Rachel Bible)
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Real Value in 
Payment.

Processing 
through POS 
System for 

over 20 years

No fees when you’re closed 
each winter.

SPI provides personal  
service with very  

competitive pricing and  
low monthly fees.

AMEX 1.89% on tickets less 
than $75

Aloha and QB POS
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• Police & Fire rePorts •
The Highlands Police log entries from Dec. 19. Only 

the names of persons arrested, issued a Class-3 misde-
meanor or public officials have been used. 

Dec. 19
• At 3:15 p.m., Jonathon Daniel O’Brian, 33, of Jack-

sonville Beach, FL, was arrested on an outstanding June 
2016 warrant for a felony charge of PWISD Marijuana. 

Dec. 21
• At 9:30 a.m., officers were called about a fraudulent 

financial transaction when someone bought a $1,800 bot-
tle of Dom Perignon champagne with a fraudulent credit 
card from MountainTop Wine on Main Street.

Dec. 28
• At 12:12 p.m., officers were called to a residence on 

Williamsburg Court regarding a disturbance around the 
property.

• At 5:42 p.m., officers responded to a two-vehicle 
accident in Highlands Plaza.

Dec. 30
• At 5 p.m., officers responded to a call from Gold N’ 

Clipper on Main Street where someone opened a locked 

...SPIRITUALLY SPEAKING 
continued from page 11
though we blew our one and only opportunity for godly, 
abiding peace. From our perspective, the wall could not and 
cannot be overcome. A divine initiative was called for.

Thanks be to God! He had a backup plan for us—
Love does things like that. His plan was to provide a per-
fect offering for sin, an entry way back into God’s peace-
filled presence. Our almighty Father gave us His Son, Jesus 
Christ. Many across the globe have just recently recognized 
the anniversary of  His birth. God’s Son became peace for 
everyone who would pass through the portal in that hostile 
wall by faith. Moreover, he gives us the blessed pleasure of  
participating in his wall-destroying mission. 

As our loving God resolved to bring us back to his 
peace, let us resolve in this New Year to accept that pass-
port through the wall (Jesus) and to be about his mission 
of  tearing down all of  the walls in this world until there is 
perfect peace again. 

Divisions of  any stripe can be overcome by coming 
together in Christ Jesus. Indeed, He is the only Way, the 
only Truth, and the only Life through who any separation 
can be destroyed. Without Him, we’ll stay divided. Let us 
further resolve to make the next eight years, by prayer and 
through obedience to the Word of  God, a period of  grow-
ing unity, wherein the love of  God is lived and witnessed. 
For Heaven’s sake we should, we must.

container and took a Rolex watch valued at $5,000.
The Highlands Fire & Rescue Dept. log from 

Dec. 20.
Dec. 20
• The dept. provided public assistance to a motorist at 

N. 4th Street and Foreman Road.
• The dept. was first-responders to a residence on 

Hicks Road.
Dec. 22
• The dept. was first-responders to a residence on 

Turtle Pond Road.
Dec. 23
•The dept. was first-responders to a residence on 

Queen Mountain.
•The dept. responded to a fire alarm at a residence in 

Fairway Villas.
Dec. 24
• The dept. was first-responders to a residence on 

Dendy Orchard Road.
Dec. 25
•The dept. responded to a motor vehicle accident on 

NC 106.
Dec. 27
• The dept. responded to a first alarm at a residence 

on Cullasaja Club Drive.
• The dept. was first responders to a residence on Jack 

Wilcox Road.
• The dept. responded to a medical alert alarm at a 

residence on Jack Wilcox Road.
• The dept. was first-responders to a residence on 

Webbmont Road.
• The dept. was first-responders to a residence on 

Oak Street.
•The dept. responded to a fire alarm at a residence on 

Sagee Drive.
Dec. 28
• The dept. responded to a fire alarm at a residence on 

Moorewood Road.
Dec. 30
• The dept. was first-responders to a residence on 

Falls Drive east.
• The dept. was first-responders to a residence on 

Whiteside Cove road.
Dec. 31
• The dept. was first-responders to a residence on 

Chestnut Hill Drive.
Jan. 1
• The dept. responded to a chimney fire on Main Street.
• The dept. responded to a fire alarm at a residence on 

Walking Stick Road.
Jan. 2
•The dept. offered public assistance to a motorist on 

Buck Creek Road.

the residential neighborhood from business activities.
As shown on the 1988 zoning map, the business por-

tion of  the property ran 230 feet deep from the centerline 
of  NC 28. 

The problem arose in 2009 when neighbors behind 
J & J Lawn Service complained that commercial activities 
were encroaching on the residential portion of  Shearl’s 
property closest to them. Subsequently, working off  ordi-
nances referring to an amended 1990 map, the town found 
Shearl in violation.

However, though an amended zoning map in 1990 was 
noted in Town Board meeting minutes, an actual map has 
never been produced. The problem? The 1988 map said 
the commercial part of  Shearl’s property was 230 ft from 
the centerline and the amended map changed it to 150 ft. 

All along Shearl has challenged the town on the 
grounds that it couldn’t produce any competent evidence 
that any action of  the town subsequent to the 1988 zoning 
map changed the commercial line for his property from the 
original 230 ft. mark.

This has been bounced around the courts as well as 
Highlands Zoning Board of  Adjustment hearings for some 
time – the town winning, then Shearl winning, then on ap-
peal the town was told to hold another hearing in front of  
the Zoning Board of  Adjustment. This the town did, but 
the Zoning Board upheld the town’s decision; still finding 
Shearl in violation. Shearl appealed and this time – the final 
time as ruled by the court – Shearl won.

Though no longer the case, the 1988 map was the only 
map in existence when this all started.

After the Zoning Board upheld the town’s violation 
claim against Shearl, at a subsequent public hearing to reaf-
firm the amended (though non-existent) zoning map held 
on Feb. 19, 2015 whose notice said “it was to reaffirm the 
current zoning not a rezoning,” both sides spoke and pre-
sented written comments. The public hearing was contin-
ued until Feb. 26. At that time, without any discussion, the 
Town Board adopted an ordinance to reaffirm the official 

zoning map of  the Town of  Highlands.
However, since there was no map dated 1990 when this 

all started, only the 1988 map, the court ruled that at its 
Town Board and Zoning Board meetings the town was reaf-
firming the current zoning map which was the 1988 map. 
Therefore, the commercial area of  Shearl’s property – the 
230 ft. from the center line of  NC 28 – stood. Even though 
the town adopted an ordinance saying the map had changed 
in 1990, the court ruled that it didn’t change in any way the 
zoning of  Shearl’s property because the map itself  was non-
existent. 

In this final action, the courts ruled that the town failed 
to comply with G.S. 160A-79 and produce any zoning map 
or ordinance related to a map that had been “certified under 
seal by the city clerk as having been adopted by the coun-
cil and maintained in accordance with state statute and the 
Zoning Board of  Adjustment had acted arbitrarily and ca-
priciously.

After January 1, 1972, no city ordinance can be en-
forced unless it has been codified or filed and indexed in 
accordance with G.S. §160A-77 or G.S. §160A-78. which 
says “council may provide that one or more classes of  ordi-
nances shall be codified by appropriate entries upon official 
map books to be retained permanently in the office of  the 
city clerk or some other city office generally accessible to 
the public.” 

N.C. Gen.Stat§160A-77 further provides that actions 
“establishing or amending the boundaries of  zoning dis-
tricts” are one of  the “classes of  ordinances’’ that a council 
may require to be “retained permanently in the office of  the 
city clerk.”

In 2015, the town took all the necessary steps to codify 
its ordinances and its official map book which is accessible 
to the public – separate from its Town Board minutes which 
it had relied on in the Shearl vs. Town of  Highlands case. 
This includes an amended zoning map depicting what the 
town claimed to be in existence since 1990.

– Kim Lewicki

...SHEARL continued from page 1



...SUMMER continued from page 8
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LOST
LOST DEC. 29TH on upper 

Fourth Street area a gold ring with 5 
stones in a row.  Please call 828-526-
8860 or turn into Police Dept.  Greatly 
appreciate your kindness!

ITEMS FOR SALE
MAYTAG GAS DRYER, $100. 

Office furniture by Cashiers Custom 
Furniture. 2 desks, bookcase, file cabi-
net. Call 828-226-2083. (st. 7/28)

KOBALT DIAMOND 
SHIELD REGULAR TRUCK 
BED TOOLBOX. Deep low profile 
full size. 17”x69”x19” fits most full 
size trucks OBO. Call Frank in Scaly 
Mountain 828-526-1953. (st. 5/11)

HELP WANTED
PART TIME CLEANERS 

needed after hours cleaning banks. 
Please call Cathy @ 828 772 9831 
(st. 12/22). 

MOUNTIN FRESH GRO-
CERY IS HIRING FOR FULL-
TIME positions in the Deli. Please 
come in person to 521 East Main 
Street in Highlands to apply, or call 
828-526-2400. 

PIANIST WANTED FOR 
SUNDAY SERVICES AT HOLY 
FAMILY LUTHERAN CHURCH, 

HIGHLANDS. One service per 
week, easy liturgy and 3 hymns, piano 
only. No choir, so no extra rehearsals. 
(keyboard available). $85 per week. 
Please contact Pastor Margaret Howell 
at 704-516-7893.Students welcome! 
(st. 12/1)

EXPERIENCED ELECTRI-
CIANS NEEDED. Call 828-526-5147. 
(st. 11/22) 

HAVE OPENINGS FOR 
WAITSTAFF AND COOK for 
Clubhouse dining. Also hiring for C.N.A. 
for Assisted Living. Apply at Chestnut 
Hill of Highlands, 24 Clubhouse Trail, 
Highlands NC. (828)526-5251. (12/24)

CHURCH OF THE INCAR-
NATION IN HIGHLANDS is 
looking for a Nursery Attendant for 
the 10:30AM Sunday Service three 
Sundays a month for approximately 2.5 
hours. Experience working with chil-
dren 0-5years old is required. Please 
contact the church office by phone 
828-526-2968 or email at incarna-
tion@incarnationwnc.org (st. 8/25) 

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH 
OF HIGHLANDS, NC, is seeking 
a part-time director of music, salary 
DOE. Musical training and experience 
required. Resumes, including references, 

may be sent to FBC Highlands, POB 
625, Highlands, NC 28741 or emailed 
to info@fbchighlands.org. 828-526-
4153 (st. 8/4)

DEVELOPMENT FOR SALE

Builders/Developers 
Highlands

Investor Opportunity
Go to:

www.fallingwatersnc.com
828-508-9952

(Note: Messages sent Dec. 3-15 were not 
received. The email now working)

(st. 12/8)

RESIDENTIAL FOR RENT
REMODELED EFFICIENCY 

APARTMENT RIVER RUN II 
Washer Dryer Large Deck. Walking 
distance to Skiing, Swimming, Restau-
rants, Exercise Amenities , and Meet-

ing rooms and Public Golf Coarse 
$550 monthly annual rent plus utili-
ties. 561-626-7467 ( 1/19) 

FURNISHED HOME FOR 
RENT. 2/2. Mt. Lori Dr. Quiet street 
with no through traffic. Minutes to 
town. Very well kept with nice furni-
ture and pretty yeard. Wood burning 
fireplace, open kitchen, deck in back, 
hardwood floors, garage. $1,200/mth. 
Does not include utilities. 904-403-
8090. (st. 12/8) 

3/3 FURNISHED OLDER 
HOME, walk to town, fuel oil heat, 
for year-round rental. $1050/month. 
828-526-5558. (st. 12/1)

CASHIERS/SAPPHIRE - 
Furnished Split level 3 Bed/ 3 Bath 
home. Year round Mountain Views. 
Yearly lease 1,850. per month. Will 
consider renting 2 Bed/2 Bath level 
for $1,250. (561) 346-6400Com-
mercial for Rent. (1/26)

1575 SQ FT OF COMMER-
CIAL SPACE AVAILABLE Jan 5 
at The Shops at Kettle Rock. $950 
per month. For inquiries call 828-
526-9948. (12/1) 

APPROXIMATELY 900 S/F 
AND RECENTLY UPDATED. 
Ideal for retail/professional/service. 
Plenty of parking + excellent visibility 
for $1,750/ month. Contact Susie 
deVille at White Oak Realty Group 
for details, (828) 371-2079. (st. 7/29)

SERVICES 
ALL AROUND OFFICE 

SOLUTIONS – Bookkeeping 
Services, Payroll Prep, Payroll 
Tax Prep, Billing Services, Virtual 
Assistant, Data Base Management, 
Administrative Services, Research 
Assistance, Quickbooks Set-up and 
Training. Call Mary James at 828-421-
0002 or email mjames@allaroundof-
ficesolutions.com (st. 1/15)

HIGH COUNTRY PHOTO/
KEVIN VINSON: scanning photos, 
slides & negatives to CD or DVD 
for easier viewing. Video transfer 
to DVD. Everything done in house. 
Leave message at 828-526-5208. (st. 
11/17

M O L D  A N D  M U S T Y 
SMELL IN YOUR HOME? Call 
for free inspection. 828-743-0900.

dar to continue with the extended school 
days. 

Macon County Schools Superinten-
dent Dr. Chris Baldwin told members of  
the board that adding the extra 20 minutes 
to the school day has cut down on the 
number of  days that school had to be in 
session, 

“The traditional calendar, prior to 
adding the 20 minutes per day, gave us 
1,080 hours in 180 school days. This calen-
dar gives us 1,077 in 171 days.”

Macon County Schools IT Director 
Tim Burrell presented the calendars to the 
board and noted that the 2017-‘18 calen-
dar were similar to this year’s, while meet-
ing the state mandates regarding start- and 
end-dates. 

“It looks a lot like the calendar that 
we had this past year,” said Burrell. “We 
finish the first semester before Christmas 
and the second semester before Memorial 
Day. We have 79 days in the first semester, 
92 in the second.”

North Carolina’s calendar law says 

schools can start no earlier than the Mon-
day closest to Aug. 26 and end no later 
than the Friday closest to June 11. This 
school year is slated to end on May 26 and 
based on North Carolina law, the follow-
ing school year is required to start on the 
Monday closest to Aug. 26, which is Aug. 
28 next year. 

From the last day of  school this year, 
to the first day of  school next year, there 
will be 94 days of  summer break.

The summer will end up being about 
a month longer than what the district has 
seen in the past, leaving the school system 
trying to plan educational opportunities 
during the summer so students aren’t void 
of  “learning” all summer.

Dr. Baldwin noted that the district’s 
summer Edventure camp, which is typically 
eight weeks long – but is only available in 
Franklin -- may be extended. The district is 
also looking at continuing the transitional 
instruction camp atmosphere for rising 5th 
graders. 

Former Macon County Commissioner 
Kevin Corbin, who is set to be sworn into 
the North Carolina House of  Representa-
tives on January 11 in Raleigh, plans to im-
mediately get to work on education issues 
like the school calendar law. 

“I believe without question that lo-
cal school boards should set their own 
calendar,” said Corbin. “What works in 
Wake County does not necessarily work 
for Highlands. Each county school board 
should have that flexibility.” 

Last month, House Bill 12 was intro-
duced during the special session, and would 
have given local boards control of  their cal-
endars. The legislation failed to gain trac-
tion, but Corbin hopes to reintroduce it in 
the coming weeks. 

“House Bill 12 was referred to the 
committee on Rules, Calendar, and Opera-
tions on Dec. 15,” said Corbin. “Basically, 
the bill was killed. We will have to reintro-
duce the bill in the 2017 session which I 
plan to help do.”
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Main St, Oak Square,  
Mon-Sat, 10-5 

Sun. 12-4

Oriental Rug 
Gallery

526-5759

Main Street Inn & Bistro 
828-526-2590 • mainstreet-inn.com

“Ace is the Place.”

At Main & 3rd streets
Highlands 526-2157

Hardware
Reeves

3

19

www.chambersagency.net

526-3717 OR 
888-526-3717

401 N 5th St., 
Highlands

11

1

Country Club Properties
“Your local hometown 

Real Estate professionals.”
3 Offices 828-526-2520

www.CCPHighlandsNC.com

2

10

42

Santa

BRIAN RENFRO
828-226-0118
brianrenfro@gmail.com
www.brianrenfro.com

21
33

“Proudly serving the  
Highlands-Cashiers Plateau and NE Georgia.”

114 N. 4th Street • Highlands, NC

sheryl.wilson@sothebysrealty.com • highlandssir.com

David K. Bee
Broker 
828-526-1762 (Office)
828-421-6607 (Cell)
davidkbee@gmail.com

Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices 
Meadows Mountain Realty

www.highlandsncproperty.com

“The Mountains 
are calling 

and I must go.”
– John MuirTammy Mobley, CCIM

Broker/Owner
30 yrs. Lic. NC & GA

Represent Buyers & Sellers

Anchor All Realty

O-828.524.5420
C-770.337.1000

MsMobley@aol.com

“Anchor 
yourself in 

the  
mountains”

Sheryl Wilson office: 828.526.8300 • cell: 828.337.0706



www.firemt.com • (800) 775-4446

Cashmere
Scotland’s Best Knitwear

MCCULLEY’S

“Top of the Hill”
242 S. 4th St.

Open 7 days a week
526-4407

pat.f.allen@gmail. com 

#1 Broker 
Highlands/Cashiers  

2010-2016 per  
HCMLS 33

Pat Allen 
Broker-in-charge

Cell: 828-200-9179 
Office: 828-526-8784

www.patallenrealtygroup.com 

Jody Lovell
828-526-4104

828-526-8784
295 Dillard Road

828-526-2338

30 ...on the Verandah 
Restaurant

on Lake Sequoyah

www.ontheverandah.com

Opening for 
the 2017 season 
Valentines Day 

Weekend

BROKERS:
Pat & Deborah Gleeson 

828-782-0472 
Julie Osborn
828-200-6165

Sherman Pope 
828-342-4277
Cy Timmons 
828-200-9762

Steve Sheppard
404-219-1349

“Invest in Highlands, NC Real Estate ... and Invest in Your Life.”TM 

(828) 526-8118 • 125 South 4th Street

40

WhiteOakRG.com

Susie deVille 
Broker-in-Charge

(828) 371-2079

Leslie Cook
Broker

(828) 421-5113

Wick Ashburn 
Broker

(828) 421-0500

Nancy Plate
Broker

828-226-0199

Pamela Kolber
Operations Manager

(828) 526-8118

Open Year-Round – Closed Wed.
343-D

Main Street.
526-4035

www.wildthymegourmet.com

Lunch daily 
11a-4p
Dinner
at 5:30p

except Sun.Closed Wednesday

Open
7 Days a Week.

10a to 4p

Paoletti

Suzanne McDavid
Broker

(678) 276-6133

Join us for our 33rd year!
Serving Dinner 

from 5 p.m.
beginning April 7, 2017

Please call for reservations.
526-4906

www.highlandssir.com


