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From left: Highlands Fire & Rescue Chief Ryan Gearhart, retired firefighter “Grandpa” James L. Ra-
mey and Emily Shuler. 

Photo by Merritt Shaw

By Merritt Shaw
When you think of  a fire 

fighter, you probably imagine a 
young man wearing turnout gear 
and helmet, carrying an axe and 

wielding a fire hose; but today’s 
firefighters – even here at the High-
lands Fire & Rescue Department – 
are male and female, with various 
skills who collectively have what it 

takes to be a fire fighter and first-
responder. 

New member Emily Shuler 
– a 20-year-old Highlands native 

Shuler is 2nd female at HF&R Dept.

At last Tuesday’s annual re-
treat, the Highlands Town Board 
took the first step in formulating 
the 2017-’18 budget by meeting 
with town staff  to hear the state 
of  affairs in each department and 
to consider their wish lists.

First up was Town Manager 
Josh Ward.

He said as of  February 2017, 
property tax collections had de-
creased $56,035.23 compared to 
February 2016 but said the de-
crease had a lot to do with Jackson 

County’s recent reval.
“Property values in Jack-

son County dropped $16 million 
which meant a loss of  property tax 
to Highlands of  $30,000,” he said.

There are several tracts of  
property off  Bowery Road and in 

the country clubs off  US 64 east 
that are either in the Highlands 
town limits or within the High-
lands Township that are either 
completely or partially in Jackson 
County. 

TB hears 2017-’18 budget ‘wish lists’ from dept. heads

Bicycle tourism is on the rise 
in Western North Carolina, and 
communities in the seven western 
most counties are looking to cash 
in. 

A 2015 study conducted by 
Don Kostelec of  Kostelec Plan-
ning, looking at Bicycle Tourism 
in Haywood County and the other 
seven westernmost counties, esti-
mated that the industry generated 
$14 million each year as an eco-
nomic impact for the region. 

The Southwest Commission, 
a regional council of  government 
serving as a technical, economic, 
and planning resource for local 
towns an counties in the region, 
is hosting a series of  planning 
meetings to begin developing the 
regional Southern Blue Ridge Bike 
Plan for Cherokee, Graham, Clay, 
and Macon counties. 

“The meetings will be a time 
for folks to provide input on this 
new plan currently in develop-

Input from citizens reguested: Macon County 
bike plan event is March 23 at 6 p.m. at  
First Presbyterian Church in Franklin.

Group to develop bicycle 
touring in WNC counties

ment,” said Sealy Chipley with 
Chipley Consulting, the firm de-
veloping the plan. Specifically, 
we will have boards with bicycle 
routes (and cue sheets) in each of  
the counties we developed with 
public input. We will also present 
results of  the economic impacts 
of  bicycle tourism. Folks will have 
the opportunity to provide their 
input.” 

The first public meeting was 
held Monday night in Cherokee 
County. Graham County’s pub-
lic input meeting is scheduled for 
March 20, Clay County’s is sched-
uled for March 21 and Macon 
County has an event scheduled for 
March 23 at 6 p.m. at First Presby-
terian Church in Franklin. 

Chipley founded Chipley 
Consulting to offer communities 
professional planning and com-
munication services that combine 
insightful analysis with meaning-
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•Letter•

Dear Editor,
Western North Carolina Congressional representatives, Mr. Meadows, Mr. Burr and 

Mr. Tillis voted to repeal, and Mr. Trump signed the repeal of  the Stream Protection Rule, 
ostensibly to save 77,000 coal miners’ jobs, according to news reports. The National Min-
ing Association actually anticipated a loss of  281,000 coal-related jobs because of  the rule 
(Tom DiChristopher, CNBC, Feb 16, 2017). 

Those estimates turn out to be a bit of  a stretch. The Stream Protection Rule applied 
only to mountain top removal (MTR) mines. Data from the Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention’s (CDC) National Institute for Occupational Safety and Health (OSHA) 
identify approximately 35,000 direct jobs in MTR mines, and an additional 38,000 indirect 
jobs in coal transport and power plants, for a total of  73,000 jobs. Math is not my strong 
suit, but I can’t figure out how repealing a regulation that affects 73,000 jobs will save from 
77,000 to 281,000 jobs. 

On the other hand, the Congressional Research Service (CRS) estimated the Stream 
Protection Rule would reduce coal-related employment by an annual average of  260 jobs 
but would generate an average of  250 new jobs annually, for a net loss of  10 jobs (Tom 
DiChristopher, CNBC, Feb 16, 2017). The average age of  coal miners in West Virginia 
is 55 (http://www.sourcewatch.org/index.php/Coal_and_jobs_in_the_United_States), so 
one would expect the net loss to be met by retirements or deaths. 

It is true that coal mining is a dying industry. The CRS expects the coal industry to 
lose 15,000 jobs by 2040 (Tom DiChristopher, CNBC, Feb 16, 2017). Oddly, the demise is 
not because of  onerous environmental protection regulations but because electric utilities 
and large manufacturing facilities are switching to other fuels, including natural gas, which 
is cheaper than coal, and renewables, such as wind and solar, which are also becoming more 
cost-effective than coal. 

One purpose of  the Stream Protection Rule was to protect public health. The rule 
would have prohibited the disposal of  toxic mine wastes in streams, many of  which are the 

Public health takes a back seat to coal industry

The summary below was written by the Congressional Research Service, which is a 
nonpartisan division of  the Library of  Congress, and was published on Feb 7, 2017. 

This measure has not been amended since it was introduced. The summary of  that 
version is repeated here.)

This joint resolution nullifies the “Teacher Preparation Issues” rule finalized by the 
Department of  Education on October 31, 2016. The rule implements requirements 
related to assessing the quality of  teacher preparation programs under Title II (Teacher 
Quality Enhancement) of  the Higher Education Act of  1965.

Sen. Burr [R-NC]: Yea
Sen. Tillis [R-NC]: Yea

The March meeting of  
the Highlands Town 
Board is tonight at the 

Highlands Conference Cen-
ter. The meeting starts at 7.

The Mountain Top Rota-
ry Club will request sponsor-
ing two art shows in Found-
ers Park. The dates for the 
shows are the weekends of  
June 24-25 and August 26-27. 
I am glad to see the art shows 
returning to the park. I’m 
certain the Mountain Top Rotary Club 
will do an outstanding job in sponsor-
ing the event that will benefit nonprofit 
groups.

The board will also hear a request 
from Phil Potts for the town to recog-
nize and support the “National Wreaths 
Across America Day,” which is scheduled 
for December 17. Community volunteers 
will place wreaths on veterans’ graves at 
the Highlands Cemetery. 

Other agenda items include a sub-
division request for a property on 4 1/2 
Street, approval of  the town audit con-
tract, a fund balance apportion to pur-
chase a Bear Pen tract, and final approval 
of  the Verizon Antenna Contract. The 

board will also go into closed 
session to continue discus-
sions of  the possible business 
expansion for the public body, 
namely the solicitation request 
for a private partner in creat-
ing a fiber optic, utility net-
work.

In discussing trash prob-
lems last week, I called folks 
who dump trash “Bozo 
Heads.” Several readers have 
suggested other names. One 

name was AHs. Use your imagination, I 
can’t repeat the full words. Another sug-
gestion was “SLUGs,” short for Selfish, 
Lazy, Unappreciative Goons. Both sound 
good to me.

We all need to be aware of  where 
and what garbage should be placed in 
trash containers. Soon there will be signs 
on the large dumpsters around the busi-
ness district stating these are commercial 
dumpsters that have been leased. These 
dumpsters are not for residents to dump 
household garbage. That practice is illegal 
dumping in violation of  NC GS. 14-399.

Local residents can take household 
garbage to the county recycling and con-
venience center located on Buck Creek 
Road, or at the county transfer station on 
Rich Gap Road. Also, old florescent lights 
can be taken to Rich Gap for proper dis-
posal. Biohazard items, like used syringes, 
can be taken to Rich Gap, so long as they 
are in a secure container and labeled as a 
biohazard. Town sanitation workers have 
been stuck before with needles that were 
simply thrown into garbage bags.

Let me stress the importance of  what 
is placed in trash containers. 

A few weeks ago a sanitation worker 
was seriously injured while unloading a 
large commercial dumpster. He was us-
ing the mechanical hoist to tilt and unload 
the dumpster into the back of  a garbage 
truck. The dumpster broke loose, swung 
sideways and hit the worker. 

The cause of  the accident was con-
struction debris that should not have been 
placed in the dumpster. A 2x4 fell forward 
and lodged against the truck bed causing 
the dumpster to break loose while being 
unloaded. Being a sanitation worker can 
be a very hazardous job. Thankfully the 
worker recovered and is back to work.

Citizens reminded of trash dumping etiquette
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•obituaries•

James Willard Keener, 84, of  Highlands, NC, died Tuesday, March 7, 2017.
Born in Macon County, he was the son of  the late James Robert Keener and Grace 

Talley Keener.  James was a US Air Force veteran.
He is survived by his wife Lois Marie Potts Keener; son, James Keener, Jr. (Leslie) 

of  Brevard; daughter, Tammy Hall (Sandy) of  Tuscon, AZ; two sisters, Ruby Watts of  
Satolah, GA and Eleanor Blankenship (Harold) of  Franklin; three grandchildren, Terri 
Keener, Chris Keener and Cory Hall; one great granddaughter, Faith Bryson; two step 
grandchildren, Jonathan Childers (Nikki) and Melissa McKinna (Shawn) and step great 
grandchildren, Mason Childersm Nathaniel Childers, Oakley Childers and Weston Childers.

A Memorial Service will be held at 2 p.m., Thursday, March 23 at First Baptist Church 
of  Highlands. Rev. Randy Reed and Rev. Scott Holland will officiate. 

Macon Funeral Home is in charge of  the arrangements. Online condolences can be 
made at maconfuneralhome.com

James Willard Keener

Lena Childers Garren, 
84, of  Highlands, passed away 
Wednesday, March 8, 2017.

Born in Glennville, NC, 
she was the daughter of  the 
late Hayes and Lou Stewart 
Childers. In addition to her 
parents, she was preceded in 
death by her husband Harold 
Earl Garren and five brothers 
and sisters, Aldon, Neal, Jes-
sie, Mary “Hurble” and Lu-
cille. Lena was a member of  
Ridgecrest Baptist Church. 

She is survived by her son, Gary 
Garren and wife Cathy of  Highlands; 

sister, Dixie Moses of  Frank-
lin; brother, Douglas “Doug” 
Childers of  Gastonia, NC; one 
granddaughter, Meredith Gar-
ren and niece, Carolyn Sanders 
and her husband Dennis and 
their daughters, Erica Moore 
and Cheryl Vernon.  

Funeral Service was held 
Sunday, March 12 in the Chapel 
of  Macon Funeral Home. Rev. 
Tommy Fouts officiated. Burial 
was in Woodlawn Cemetery.

Macon Funeral Home was in charge of  
the arrangements. Online condolences can 
be made at maconfuneralhome.com

Lena Childers Garren

•engageMent•

Mr. and Mrs. Clyde “Bud” Hedden of  
Highlands, NC, announce the engagement 
of  their daughter, Sarah E. Hedden to Jus-
tin Watson, son of  Lamar and Melanie Nix 
of  Clayton, GA. 

Sarah is employed at Highlands Phar-
macy and Justin is employed at Reeves 
Hardware in Highlands.

The wedding is planned for June 11, 
2017 in Scaly Mounain, NC.

Hedden and Watson

The Nantahala Forest Service has proposed THE SOUTHSIDE PROJECT, to cut timber in the 
Chattooga East Fork Headwaters area of  Bull Pen, Granite City, Brushy Mountain, and the Ellicott 
Rock Wilderness Extension. If  implemented, this cut will disqualify these areas for further protection 
under the new draft of  NC Forest Revision Plan. To protect these Highlands treasures and prevent 
herbicide (which will be used indefinitely to keep open the logging access) and timber harvest in these 
sensitive areas, public comments are needed by end of  day Monday, March 20. 

Email To: comments-southern-north-carolina-nantahalanantahala@fs.fed.us 
Subject Line: Southside Project Comments 828-837-8510 

Community action needed by  
Monday, March 20
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• Highlands Area Dining •

Open Year Round
Mon., thru Thurs., 11a to 10p

Fri., & Sat., 11a to 11 p
Sun., noon to 10p

Closed Wednesdays
828-787-1680 or 828-787-1900

We Cater!
151 Helen’s Barn Avenue

Asia House
Japanese • Asian• Thai • Hibachi Cuisine

Serving Lunch and Dinner Year-Round.
Gourmet Foods, Full Service Bar
Town Square at 343-D Main St. • Highlands

828-526-4035

Serving Lunch 
11a to 4p

Serving Dinner 
from 5:30p 

Closed Sunday for 
Dinner and all day 

Wednesday

Coffee • Espresso Drinks
Smoothies • Hot Soup
Paninis • Baked Goods

On Main Street • Highlands
7 days a week • 7a to 6p • 526-0020

...SHULER continued from page 1

Celebrating our 23rd Season
Southern Living 2016: “Best Place for Dinner in Highlands”

Bistro at 4p and Dining Room at 5:30p
Open Wed. - Sat. in March

For reservations call • 828.526.3807
www.wolfgangs.net

who is the second female firefighter in the history of  the 
Highlands Fire & Rescue Department -- is also a genera-
tional member.

 Her grandfather, James L. Ramey, became a mem-
ber of  the Highlands Fire Department in 1988 and retired 
in 2008; her uncle Travis Ramey has been in the department 
since 2004.   

 When Shuler first graduated from high school she 
wanted to get into the paramedic program at Southwestern 
Community College (SCC) because she felt it fit her person-
ality. 

  “I could picture myself  doing this. And I’m pretty 
good at calming people down and letting them to talk to me, 
“ she said.  She also felt that being in the medical field was a 
good paying job and it was exciting. “It gets your adrenalin 
going.”

 But Shuler’s road to becoming a firefighter has 
not been an easy one. When she graduated high school, 

she was accepted into the Emergency Medical Technician 
(EMT) program at SCC but soon felt it was too much for 
her. She decided to take a break. Then her advisor suggested 
she spend some time at her local fire department to see if  
being an EMT was something she really wanted to do.    

“So, I started going on calls and I thought ‘this is pretty 
awesome. I want to do this,’” she said.

Next Shuler decided she wanted to get back into the 
paramedic program at SCC but found it was hard to get back 
into the program a second time. 

“They didn’t know if  I was going to quit again; but they 
did let me back and it’s hard, but I feel this is something I 
really want to do, “ she said. 

Chief  Gearhart has known Shuler since she was at 
Highlands High School and knew she could be a first-re-
sponder.

“I coached Emily in softball when she was in high 
school so I know she can handle the physical stuff  needed to 
be a first-responder and she’s got the mental and emotional 
strength to do it, too.”  

Shuler said the department is behind her all the way, 
even though her class schedule means she can’t make all the 
meetings or respond to all the calls.

“I told her that the EMT Program is a priority right 
now and once you get that done, then we’ll start with the 
fire department,” said Gearhart.

Everyone has a different reason for wanting to be a 
fire fighter. But whether it is to help people, to give back to 
the community or the excitement of  it, it is a service that 
is needed and much appreciated by the whole community.

Fire Chief  Ryan Gearhart, who is originally from 
Oklahoma, has been a member of  the Fire Department 
since 1999. Members voted him Assistant Chief  in 2011 
and Fire Chief  in 2013. 

Gearhart said members’ skills and training vary 
throughout the 30-member volunteer force.

“It just depends on your availability and how gung-ho 
you are. If  you had the money to miss work and go straight 
through all the training, it would take nine weeks,” Gearhart 
said.
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Brunch: Sat. & Sun., 10a to 3p
Dinner: Mon-Thurs & Sun., 5-9p

Fri. & Sat. 5-10p
For reservations call: 526-4429

Cyprus  
International Cuisine

828-526-2338

...on the Verandah 
Restaurant

on Lake Sequoyah
www.ontheverandah.com

US 64 west • Highlands

Open 
for Dinner 

Tues. - Sat.
in MARCH

Sports Page 
Sandwich Shoppe

Monday:Saturday
Breakfast: 7:30:10:30am 

Lunch: Until 2:30pm

Serving Breakfast & Lunch.

Full cooked-to-order breakfast &
Daily Lunch Specials.

314 main Street, Highlands
(828) 526-3555

Serving Dinner from 5:30p • Tuesday-Saturday
531 Smallwood Ave – on Harris Lake 

www.lakesiderestaurant.info • 828-526-9419

A unique fine dining experience on Harris 
Lake in Highlands featuring fresh seafood, 
an extensive wine list and excellent service.

Celebrating our 28th SeaSon

• Highlands Area Dining 

He said there are members who have been in the fire 
department almost 20 years who don’t have all of  their 
training yet and there are a few who have been in the de-
partment four years who have their Fire Two Certification. 

Shuler is also training to become an emergency dis-
patcher in Franklin. She works with kids at the Highlands 
Development Center, attends classes at SCC in the Emer-
gency Medical Training curriculum and in her spare time 
goes on calls when she is available. 

She made it through her six-month vote – a depart-
ment stipulation on the way to being fully initiated -- and 
graduates from the EMT program next spring.  

In 2014, the first female firefighter, Lea Dallmann, 
earned her way on to the force after being denied entry by 
the members when they didn’t vote her in on her first try. 
That didn’t stop her. She continued and completed the re-
quired training, applied again and made it in.   

She is just a few classes away from getting her Fire-
fighter Two Certification. The next level is instructor. 

“She has done very, very well with getting her qualifica-
tions,” said Gearhart.

The Highlands Fire Department was established in 
1953 but didn’t have a female member until 2014 when 
Dallmann joined. When Shuler started, Dallmann took 
Shuler under her wing. 

Gearhart said 10 years ago a female on the fire depart-
ment would not have even been considered. 

“I think it was a mindset -- and granted it wasn’t every-
body that felt that way.  I guess attitudes have changed in the 
last 10 years.” Gearhart said.

Gearhart said when Dallmann applied, the fire station 
was at a point where it needed members. The procedures 
were in place if  she wasn’t serious about the job or wasn’t 
working out for some reason. But Dallmann fit in well so-
cially and she started to prove herself. The other members 
saw she was doing well in her fire training and soon the 
attitude was that they would just as soon go into a burning 
house with her than with anybody. 

“It’s the same procedure we would do for a male. We 

treat her like one of  us.  And when I see someone who is 
gung-ho, wants to get their training and wants to be here, 
that says a lot to me, “ Gearhart said.

The process of  getting on the fire department takes 
time and dedication. Once an application is submitted, the 
membership votes. If  the applicant passes the vote, a one-
year probationary period starts. They must go through a 
rigorous physical test, take fire and first-aid training, then 
after six months of  spending time with the members and 
voluntarily going on calls, the members vote a second time. 
It is done with a rudimentary white ball/black ball system. 
If  they don’t feel you fit in or can’t handle the work physi-
cally or mentally, then the applicant may not be voted in. 

To qualify to be a member of  the fire department ap-
plicants must complete a state required 36 hours of  train-
ing, a physical test, background check and drug screening. 
There is a meeting every Tuesday night and at those meet-
ing training for pre-planning, learning where fire hydrants 
are, knowing where water points are, knowing the proce-
dures when going on a call are offered.

On the 2nd Tuesday of  the month, fire training is 
offered either through SCC class or officers go over the 
equipment and trucks to refresh members on their skills. 

The other kind of  training is medical. 
Highland Fire & Rescue Department is a fire and first-

responder department but only 60% of  the members on 
the first department are first-responders. First-responders 
are not EMT-Basics, but they know first aid, how to take 
vital signs and how to stabilize a patient. 

According  to Gearhart, all members of  Highlands 
Fire Department are technically town employees, even 
though they are volunteers. 

However, he as Fire Chief  and Robbie Forester as As-
sistant Chief, are full-time paid employees. Other members 
are paid a stipend. If  they make 40% of  the calls in six 
months, they get $1,200. If  they don’t make the 40% of  
calls , they get $15 per call whether it’s 15 minutes or four 
hours. 

In addition, the department pays 100% of  the dues for 
the state pension fund. If  a member puts in 20 years and 
retires from the department, they get a minimal monthly 
payout from the state pension fund. 

“We did this as an incentive to get people to come to 
calls. At one point in time we got real low on people show-
ing up for calls. It’s better now,” said Gearhart.  

Highlands Fire & Rescue is one of  Macon County’s 
11 fire departments. At full roster there are 30 members -- 
currently there are 29. Seven of  the members are officers: 
Chief, Assistant Chief, Captain, 1st and 2nd Lieutenant, 
Rescue Captain and Rescue Lieutenant.   

Two years ago a substation opened at the Meadows 
off  US 64 east. Though Gearhart said the Highlands 
Township could use another substation, the numbers don’t 
work right now but there has been talk of  increasing the 
roster to 35.

“By state law you have to have eight members and two 
trucks per substation and right now we are at 29 members 
and we are lacking the trucks we would need for another 
substation.”

Gearhart said the biggest recruiting program is the Ju-
nior Fire Fighter Program for 14- to 18-year-olds through 
word of  mouth and the school system.   The program is 
flexible and takes students’ schedules. 

Keeping the ranks full has always been a challenge 

...SHULER continued from page 4

• See SHULER page 8

Now Offering Outside Dining
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Proverbs 3:5 • pLaces to Worship •
BLUE VALLEY BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Oliver Rice, Pastor (706) 782-3965

Sundays: School:10 a.m., Worship:11 
Sunday night services every 2nd & 4th Sunday at 7 

Wednesdays: Mid-week prayer meeting:7 p.m.
BUCK CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH

828-269-3546 • Rev. Jamie Passmore, Pastor
Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11 

CHAPEL OF SKY VALLEY
Sky Valley, GA • 706-746-2999 

Sundays: 10 a.m.:Worship 
Holy Communion 1st Sunday of the month 

Wednesdays: 9 a.m. Healing and Prayer w/Communion 
CHRIST ANGLICAN CHURCH 

Rector: Jim Murphy, 252-671-4011 
464 US Hwy 64 east, Cashiers 

Sun.; 9:30a Sunday School; 10:30a Worship w/ Music  
Mon.: Bible Study & Supper at homes - 6 p.m. 

CHRIST CHURCH OF THE VALLEY, CASHIERS
Pastor Steve Kerhoulas • 743-5470

Sun.10:45am, S.S 9:30am. Wed. 6pm supper and teaching.
Tues. Guys study 8am, Gals 10am.

CLEAR CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Jim Kinard

Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11a.m. 
1st & 3rd Sunday night Service: 7.p.m.

Wednesdays –Supper at 6 p.m. 
COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH
www.cbchighlands.com • 526-4685
3645 Cashiers Rd, Highlands, NC

Senior Pastor Gary Hewins  
Sun.: 9:30am: Sunday School

10:30am: Middle & High School; 10:45am: Child. Program,
10: 45am: Worship Service

Wed.: 5pm Dinner ($7 adult, $2 child), 6pm CBC U.
EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF THE INCARNATION

The Rev. Dr. Maurice L. Goldsmith, Interim Rector 
526-2968

Sundays: Education and choir rehearsal, 9 am, 
Holy Eucharist Rite II, (sanctuary),10:30, nursery available 

Thursdays: Holy Eucharist Rite II. 
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH HIGHLANDS

828-526-4153 • www.fbchighlands.org
Dr. Mark Ford, Pastor

220 Main Street, Highlands NC 28741
Sun.:Worship 10:45 am; Sun.: Bible Study 9:30 am

Wed.: Men’s Bible Study 8:30 am; Prayer Mtg 6:15 pm; 
Choir 5 pm

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Curtis Fussell & Emily Wilmarth, pastors 

526-3175 • fpchighlands.org
Sun.: Worship: 11 a.m.; School: 9:30

Mondays: 8 a.m.:Men’s Prayer Group & Breakfast
Wednesdays:Choir:5:30p

GOLDMINE BAPTIST CHURCH
(Off Franklin/Highlands Rd) 

Sunday School:10 am, Worship Service:11 am
GRACE COMMUNITY CHURCH OF CASHIERS

Non-Denominational-Contemporary Worship
242 Hwy 107N, 1/4 miles from Crossroads in Cashiers

www.gracecashiers.com • Pastor Steve Doerter: 743-9814
Services: Sundays 10am - Wed. - 7pm; Dinner - Wed. 6pm 

HAMBURG BAPTIST CHURCH
Hwy 107N. • Glenville, Nc • 743-2729

Pastor Nathan Johnson
Sunday: School 9:45a, Worship 11a & 7p, Bible Study 6p

Wed. Kidsquest 6p.; Worship 7p.
HIGHLANDS ASSEMBLY OF GOD

Randy Reed, Pastor828-421-9172 • 165 S. Sixth Street 
Sundays: Worship:11 

HIGHLANDS CENTRAL BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Dan Robinson

670 N. 4th Street (next to the Highlands Civic Center)
Sun.: Morning Worship 10:45 a., Evening Worship, 6:30 p. 

Wednesday: Prayer Service, 6:30 p.
HIGHLANDS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

Pastor Randy Lucas 526-3376
Sun: School 9:45a.; Worship 9:09,10:50.; Youth 5:30 p.

Wed: Supper: 5:15; youth, & adults activities: 6; Handbell 
rehearsal, 6:15; Choir Rehearsal 7. (nursery provided ); 7pm 

Intercessory Prayer Ministry 
HOLY FAMILY LUTHERAN CHURCH: ELCA

Chaplain Margaret Howell • 2152 Dillard Road • 526-9741
Sun: School and Adult discussion group 9:30 a.m.;  

Worship/Communion:10:30 
HEALING SERVICE on the 5th Sunday of the month.

MACEDONIA BAPTIST CHURCH
8 miles south of Highlands on N.C. 28 S in Satolah

Pastor Troy Nicholson, (828) 526-8425
Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11, Choir:6 p.m.

Wed: Bible Study and Youth Mtg.:7 p.m.
MOUNTAIN SYNAGOGUE

at St. Cyprian’s Episcopal Church, Franklin
828-524-9463

MOUNTAIN BIBLE CHURCH 
743-2583 • Independent Bible Church 

Sun:10:30 a.m. at Big Ridge Baptist Church,  
4224 Big Ridge Road (4.5 miles from NC 107) 

Weds: Bible Study 6:30 p.m.; Youth Group 6 p.m. 
OUR LADY OF THE MOUNTAINS CATHOLIC 

CHURCH
 Parish office (Father Francis): 526-2418

Mass: Sun: 11 a.m.; Sat. at 4p
SCALY MOUNTAIN BAPTIST CHURCH

Rev. Marty Kilby
Sundays: School –10 a.m.; Worship –11 a.m. & 7 

Wednesdays: Prayer Mtg.:7 p.m.
SCALY MOUNTAIN CHURCH OF GOD

290 Buck Knob Road; Pastor Jerry David Hall • 526-3212
Sun.: School:10 a.m.; Worship:10:45 a.m.; Worship: 6 p.m.

SHORTOFF BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Rev. Andy Cloer 

Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11 a.m. 
Wednesdays: Prayer & Bible Study:6 p.m. 

THE CHURCH OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD
1448 Highway 107 South, Office: 743-2359

Rev. Rob Wood
Oct-May: Sunday Services: Rite I, 8a Rite II, 10:30 

June-Sept: Sunday Services: Rite I, 8a, Rite II, 9:15 & 11a
Nursery available for Rite II services

Sept 6-Oct 25-Informal Evening Eucharist-5:30 p.m. 
Thursday: Noon Healing Service with Eucharist.
LITTLE CHURCH IN THE WILDWOOD

Beginning Memorial Day weekend
Horse Cove - Kay Ward 743-5009

Old-Fashion hymn-sing Sunday 7-8p. 
UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST FELLOWSHIP 

85 Sierra Drive • 828-524-6777  
Sunday Worship - 11 a.m. 

WHITESIDE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Rev. Sam Forrester/Cashiers

Sunday School:10 am, Worship Service:11 am

John 3:16• spirituaLLy speaking •

By Pastor Dr. Gary Hewins
Community Bible Church

I recently had the privilege of  overseeing a funeral at 
Community Bible Church. Long time resident Tom James 
went on to be with the Lord. The funeral was very well 

attended. Tom obviously was a loving part of  the fabric of  the 
community. Two other pastors/friends of  Tom’s and I were 
involved in the service. 

As funerals go, it was an easy one to do. Tom sought not 
to be a great man; instead he lived as a good man. He loved his 
wife, Hilda, and his family and he walked with integrity, worked 
hard and brought others up in success. Tom helped many people 
along the way. Because Tom lived a good life, in my opinion, he 
was a great man. So many people seek greatness and fail to be 
good. Tom sought goodness and lived a great life. 

Tom served his family and served his church, his 
community and his nation. We need more men like Tom James. 
Many see the need to emulate such men and that is a good thing 
but there is more to this story than simply doing what others 
have done in like manner. It is one thing to live a good life and 
it is another to live for and worship Christ with your life. Tom 
lived in and through and for Christ.

Tom owned a wrecker service. Christ is in the wrecker 
business as well. Tom came to people’s rescue when they needed 
help the most. Christ comes to people’s rescue when they need 
help the most, when their lives are a wreck. Tom would take 
calls in the coldest and darkest hours of  the night. Christ takes 
calls in the coldest and darkest hours of  the night as well. Tom’s 
headlights coming up behind a fearful and stranded driver 
was certainly a comforting sight. Christ brings light to fearful 
people as well.

I shared one thought for a minute or two at the funeral. 
Tom James had three pastors share at his funeral that represented 
different seasons of  his life. When some people die, their families 
hire a “rent-a-preacher” to oversee their service. A total stranger 
giving a canned message of  dying and hopefully living again to a 
group he likely does not know is not attractive to me. I recently 
heard of  a “rent-a-preacher” who had to be reminded of  the 
first name of  the deceased during his “message” from the Lord. 
I have no issue with such ministers, they fill an important role, 
but isn’t it the ideal for a man or woman to live out their faith 
in relationship with their church as the body of  Christ? Isn’t it 
better that someone who knew the deceased and hurts because 
of  their loss ministers to the family and community. 

Two things are certain. Those reading this article are going 
to die and each person’s death will likely precede some sort of  
recognition of  their life. Are you in relationship with the body 
of  Christ, the church? Do you have a pastoral presence in your 
life? Do you know Christ and the eternal life he has for you or 
are you going on your own, alone and outside of  community? 

My grandmother came to a belief  in Christ late in life. She 
had a “rent-a-preacher.” While the funeral was heart-felt among 
those who came to grieve, it too was fabricated for a lack of  
connection with the church and those shepherding the flock. 
May I encourage you to get connected with a local church that 
preaches and teaches the Bible and may I encourage you to 
continue to live a good life as did Tom. But, while we are at it, 
let’s do so in the incredibly inexplicable relationship with Christ. 

Will you have a  
“Rent-a-Preacher” at your 

funeral?



Highlands Newspaper - Thurs., March 16, 2017 - 828-200-1371 - Page 7



Page 8 - Highlands Newspaper - Thurs., March 16, 2017 - 828-200-1371

Tuxedo and 
Men's Formal Wear Rental

The Exchange
322 Main St. & Oak St.
526-5029 or 526-1029

For Men

233 North 4th Street
Highlands, NC 28741

828.526.2083
ckswan.com
Just down from

Old Edwards Inn & Spa

ANT IQUES and FURNITURE

BOOKS   ART   JEWELRY
GARDEN    G IFTS    K IDS

SWAN
K

Center for Plastic Surgery • 209 Hospital Drive 
Suite 202 • Highlands, NC

828-526-3783 • toll-free 877-526-3784
www.PlasticSurgeryToday.com

Jane Iredale Make Over Day
Friday, March 17 • 10a-4p 

10% off all purchases over $100!
Call 

828-526-3783 
for an

appointment 
to be 

Color Matched!

330 Dillard Road
Behind 

Highlands Decorating Center
828-526-4192

Complete Hair Care
including 

Hair Extensions
Massage Therapy

Hand & Foot Treatments
Body Treatments

Facials
including

Anti-Aging Celluma Panel
Personal Training

with Justin
Manicures,
Pedicures & 

Special Packages

particularly since it’s a volunteer 
department.

“They aren’t doing this for the 
retirement,” said Gearhart. “I’ve 
talked to Mayor Pat Taylor and he 
is writing a letter to our Congress-
man Kevin Corbin to see if  we 
can get an incentive for people to 

...SHULER continued from page 5

•MiLestone•

Bob and Sammie Houston 
celebrated their 60th wedding 
anniversary on March 14, 2017. 
They were honored with a lun-
cheon at the home of  their daugh-
ter and son- in-law Joe and Karen. 
They have been blessed with two 
children, Karen and Tim, four 
wonderful grandchildren, Danae, 
Trent, Matt and Melissa and five 
precious great grandchildren, 
Adisyn, Charlotte, Camden, Lu-
cas and Emma. Attending the 
luncheon were family members 
and dear friends. Their grandson, 
Matt, sang some favorite hymns 
as he played his guitar. A close and 
special friend, Jim Kinard, shared 
fond memories and sang a special 
hymn with Sammie. Their legacy 
of  their love and faithfulness to 

Houstons celebrate  
60th wedding anniversary!

join. People risk their lives every 
day and if  they are willing to risk 
their lives every day for 20 years 
they should get a little more.”

 

the Lord is the greatest gift to 
their family who love them with 
all of  their hearts.

Sammie and Bob Houston.
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Have You Fixed Your
Dirt Crawl Space?

There are three things that destroy materials in general and wood in  
particular: water, heat and ultra violet radiation. Of those, water is by far 
the most destructive.

Protect your home from:
• Mold
• Bugs
• Structural Damage
• Smells & Odors
• Loss of Storage Space
• Radon Gas
• Rising Energy Costs

The earth in your dirt crawl space is the major source 
of moisture in your home! This moisture is carried 
up into your house from the natural upward air flow  
created from rising heat. 

Call for a FREE Estimate on the Dry Crawl Spaces 
Crawl Space Encapsulation System.

DryCrawlSpaces.com • 828-743-0900
• See BUDGET page 13

Larry Rogers 
Construction Company, Inc.

Excavating • Grading • Trucking Trackhoe 
Backhoe • Utilities 

(828) 526-2874

526-5999
Located at 680 N. 4th. St., Highlands

Open Mon-Sat 10a to 5p

Carrying a wide variety of 
natural products for your  

Mind, Body & Home.

Organic Fresh Juices & Smoothies  
and Salads “On the Go!”

COREY JAMES GALLERY
 9th Annual 
Winter Sale 

Open Everyday!

On the 
corner 

of 3rd & 
Spring 

(828) 
526-4818

Sales tax revenue as of  February 2017 
has increased $93,753.06 compared to Feb-
ruary 2016 which represents the upswing in 
the economy everyone has been feeling.

“Despite talk of  changing the formula, 
which would have adversely affected many 
towns in North Carolina, the change that did 
occur has been beneficial. There has been an 
upward trend rather than a decrease all over 
North Carolina,” said Ward. 

General Fund revenues -- money col-
lected from taxes, fees, and state and federal 
allocations -– in February 2017  (exclusive 
of  a $22,164 in donations for Police Depart-
ment projects) was $102,748.34 more com-
pared to General Fund revenues collected as 
of  February 2016.

“We anticipate meeting the budgeted 
revenue for the General Fund with 79% cur-
rently collected with only 58% General Fund 
expenditures spent as of  February 2017,” 
Ward said.

The town’s “rule” is that all utility funds 
should be at or below 66.6% of  budgeted 
revenue as of  February 2017. 

The Water Fund is at 74%, Sewer is at 
70%, Sanitation is at 67% and Electric is at 
38% spent as of  February 2017. 

Water is at 74% due to the Helen Barn 
project where water and electric lines are be-
ing separated from their current configura-
tion along that artery. 

“But all utility fund expenditures will be 
closely monitored so as to stay within bud-
get,” said Ward.

He said the Sanitation fund has bal-
anced out now that the new rates have been 
levied.

Mayor Pat Taylor said there is still an is-
sue with residents using commercial dump-

sters. The town plans to put labels on the 
dumpsters reminding people that it is illegal 
for residents to use commercial dumpsters 
as per G.S. Statute 14-399.

He said it’s the same old problem, even 
though people out of  town – living in the 
county – can use the Buck Creek recycle 
center and the center on Rich Gap Road it’s 
more convenient to use dumpsters in town. 
He said the issue must be addressed.

Capital Improvement Projects
Public Service Director/Town Engin-

ner Lamar Nix updated the board on the 
Capital Improvement Projects slated for 
2017-’18. Projects are projected outward 
five to 10 years.

“This plan changes on a regular basis 
as priorities change, but this is what is in the 
pipeline for this next budget year,” he said.

As always, $50,000 is set aside for side-
walk repairs. This includes curb and gutter 
repairs. He said town sidewalks suffer regu-
larly from corrosion due to salt. Though 
$50,000 is allotted annually, last year only 
$30,000 was used.

The Oak Street wall between Town 
Hall and the Fire Department lost out last 
year but is up for consideration again this 
year. 

Both the wall along the street and the 
wall at the Fire Department need to be re-
placed with a poured concrete wall. The wall 
along the street will then be faced with rock 
as elsewhere in town. The cost is $110,000 
for the Oak Street wall and $30,000 for the 
Fire Department wall. 

Though the walls don’t represent a 
safety issue, Mayor Taylor said it’s an ap-
pearance thing now. 
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41 Church Street  
2334 Cashiers Road

488 Main Street 
Highlands NC 28741  

(828) 526-1717 
(828) 526-4101
(828) 526-1762

www.MeadowsMtnRealty.comMeadows Mountain Realty

Keep a canoe in your backyard & enjoy the 
Cullasaja River & Mirror Lake. Three bed-
rooms on one level with two fully renovat-
ed baths, great room with fireplace & open 
kitchen. Large open back deck with some 
mountain ridge line views! The lower level 
offers a large bonus room with a second 
fireplace and a fully renovated bath. Could 
be a gameroom, a good place for children to 
play, or add a sleep sofa for extra family and 
friends. $325,000 MLS #85381

Great lot in prestigious, gated Ravenel. Long 
summit views spanning from town to Short-
off to Whiteside and beyond. This easy laying 
homesite is the perfect place to build the home 
of your dreams right in town within a easy walk 
to everything. $799,000 MLS #85383

In exclusive HIGHGATE, only 4 minutes to 
downtown Highlands. 5br/6.5ba home with 
open floor plan with high ceilings and a “walk-
out” terrace level w/ separate entrance. ‘his’ 
and ‘hers’ baths and closets. $1,195,000. MLS 
#83155

Great building lot with Over 400 feet of 
Lake Sequoyah frontage in upscale neigh-
borhood with gated access near Highlands 
Country Club. $1,220,000 MLS #85285

Big Bearpen Mountain in Highlands City lim-
its with 3 br/3ba. Meticulously maintained 
log home offers all the warmth of Old 
Highlands Charm, yet it is bright and open 
bringing in natural sun light. $850,000. MLS 
# 83797

Great buy!! Wonderful home in prestigious 
Wildcat Cliffs CC. Just a two minute golf cart 
ride to the club house. Fantastic views from the 
back porch of Whiteside Mountain and Culla-
saja Club golf course. MLS#82872 $350,000

Highlands Country Club expanded and archi-
tecturally redesigned by acclaimed Atlanta ar-
chitect, Norman Askins. This 4br/4ba home fea-
tures wrap around decks and mountain views! 
$895,000. MLS #84686

Flat Mountain with long range mountain 
views from this 3br/2ba home featuring 
floor to ceiling stone fireplace, vaulted ceil-
ings and a private setting. $474,500. MLS 
#84634

On the 7th hole at HFCC. This 4br/4.5ba 
home has vaulted ceilings, stone fireplace. 
Wrap around covered & open decks, lower 
level family room & guest suite. Attached 2 
car garage. $545,000. MLS# 84474

Close to Highlands Country Club and close 
to town. This lovely home on Dog Mountain 
has 3 bedrooms/3 baths with spacious mas-
ter bedroom on main. Open floor plan up-
stairs. Gas log stone fireplace in living room. 
Lower level family room has wood burning 
stone fireplace with two additional bed-
rooms each with full baths. Features 2 cov-
ered decks to enjoy the beautiful mountain 
views and a private spring fed trout pond. 
$425,000 MLS 83824.

SIMPLY THE BEST OF THE BEST in Highlands 
Point. This 4br/7.5ba home has a view of Whi-
teside Mountain. Enjoy the sounds of  3 private 
waterfalls overlooking 2 Koi ponds, gazebo 
and hot tub.  Lush native plants are woven into 
the rock walled setting. On the Atlanta side of 
Highlands - within a 5 minute drive to down-
town Highlands. $4,300,000. MLS #84716

Mountaintop Golf. Brand new 5br/4.5ba 
wonderful mountain home close to ameni-
ties and Lake Club. Incredible kitchen, moun-
tain view, master suite with fireplace and 
very special bath. $2,295,000. MLS #68782

2012 remodel with an enlarged master suite, 
porte cochere and a double carport. Rustic 
mtn feel with wood walls, floors. 3br/3ba, 
great mtn views, and located in town. The 
partial basement could become a workshop. 
$697,000 MLS# 84941

Best condo value in Highlands Falls Country 
Club! Lovely 2br/2ba overlooking the 13th fair-
way with vaulted ceilings, stone-face fireplace, 
sunroom plus an open deck.  $224,000.  MLS 
#83675



Highlands Automotive

Service
&

Repair

NC
Inspection

Station

2851 Cashiers Road • highlandsautomotive.com
828-787-2360

chestnut storage

Look for our sign!
10890 Buck Creek Rd. - 1/2 mile off Cashiers Rd near the hospital 

Storage Units Available
Secure 24 Hour Access

Easy In - Easy Out
Great Rates - Great Terms

Call today to find out why we’re
“Highland’s Premier Facility”

828-482-1045

Whiteside Cove  
Cottages

800-805-3558 • 828-526-2222

5 new log cabins 
nestled in the 

hemlocks on 25 acres at 
the base of Whiteside 

Mountain.

Allan Dearth & Sons
Generator 

Sales & Service, Inc.

828-526-9325
Cell: 828-200-1139

email: allandearth@msn.com

Larry Houston
Rock Work

Walls • Fireplaces • Patios • Piers 
All Rock Work • Stucco

(828) 526-4138 or (828) 200-3551

• Residential or 
Commercial 

• Over 40 Years  
Experience 
• Fast and  

Dependable
• FREE Estimates

• FREE Pick-up and 
Delivery

American 
Upholstery & Fabric 

Outlet

(864) 638-9661 cell: (864) 710-9106

102 S. College Street • Walhalla, SC 29691
(Owners: Morris & Rachel Bible)
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Jason Woods

Serving Highlands & Cashiers
(cell) 706-490-0364 • (home) 706-782-2972

24-hour Emergency Service
Storm Damage Clean Up

MORALESPAINTINGSERVICES@GMAIL.COM

706.982.9768
828-226.5347

INTERIOR/EXTERIOR PAINTING • LAWN MAINTENANCE
HOUSE MAINTENANCE • QUALITY WORK

FULLY INSURED



• Grading
• Excavating
• Driveways
• Build sites

• Hauling
• Septic Systems 

Edwin Wilson
Cell (828) 421-3643 

Office/fax (828) 526-4758
wilsongrading@yahoo.com 
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Highlands Reference...

Ron Griffith (828) 482-9309

“What a pleasure it has been over the 
last 15 years to have Ron assist us with our 
credit card processing he is knowledgeable 
and so willing to help in any way. Ron was 
at our shops after hours to solve any problems 
that we might incur when we recently installed 
new computers. He always responds promptly 
when we need him.
  –Linda Clark
    Buck’s Coffee Cafe

• Interior
• Exterior

• Pressure Washing
• Drywall Repair

• Window Cleaning
• Gutter Cleaning

• Deck Repair
riospainting0864@gmail.com 

Find us on FaceBook
Owner Elias Rios

Fully Insured • 706-982-0864

...BUDGET from page 10

Paving and patching streets will take place as the budget 
allows. Patch jobs on Spring, Sherwood and Leonard streets 
were mentioned, as well as Oak and Pine Street Alley since 
K-H Founders Park will be completed this year. Paving could 
take place this fall. 

The old centerline paving truck is on its last legs and 
businesses and citizens have complained about the noise it 
makes. Nix said it’s due to parts nearing their end.

Dumpsters are being replaced annually and he said there 
is still a need for a recycle convenience center in town. 

The water line on NC 28 by Old Orchard Road needs 
to be replaced. There was some talk about cost to the town 
since the people the line services aren’t in the town limits and 
contribute nothing for the repairs and upgrades.

Citizens serviced by town water pay the minimum $55 a 
month versus $35 in town but that isn’t enough for upgrades.

“Even if  we doubled the minimal charge, it wouldn’t 
help,” said Nix. “By state law we can’t put back a 2-inch line 
for more than 1,000 feet; it has to be a 6 inch line after that.” 

Six-inch lines are the norm now and are of  course much 
more expensive.

Mayor Taylor said this is one of  many cases in town 
where previous boards allowed services out of  town without 
regard for taxpayers.

“It’s the contrary tale of  one board over another,” he 
said.

The Buckhorn water tank on Satulah needs to be re-
placed with one that has 50% more capacity. Once that’s done 
the road will be paved likely in December up to the Worley 
property. Beyond that is private property.

Rec Park
Rec Park Director Lester Norris began his presentation 

by reminding the board that the 3-year .015 Ad Valorem tax 
that was passed in the 2014-2015 budget to be used for Capi-
tal Improvement projects within the Recreation Department 
is set to sunset June 30, 2017.

The funds were used to renovate the Rec Dept. gym; the 
upper level restrooms; complete the new pool; the addition 
of  the pool dome; renovations at the ballfield; and to build 
the public restrooms in Founders Park. 

During 2015-2016 the entrance sign at the Recreation 
Department was added, the ball field fence was replaced and 
the Ice Rink was added in Founders Park. 

During 2016-2017 the windows were replaced in the 
Civic Center and Christmas decorations were ordered for 
Founders Park. 

But Norris said more needs to be done so he would like 
to see the Ad Valorem tax continued.

“In order to move forward with the remaining capital 
projects within the Recreation Department estimated to cost 
$1,169,498, the Ad Valorem tax needs to be extended.”

On the wish list for 2017-’18 is the gym stage and lower 

level renovations which have been discussed but put on 
the back burner year after year.

The estimated cost for these renovations is $427,763. 
“If  approved, I need to start putting together plans, 

bid documents and get the project bids back and ready to 
be awarded at the July Town Board Meeting so that the 
renovations can begin in August,” said Norris.

The remaining capital projects are the main level and 
exterior renovations to the Civic Center, replacement of  
Ball Field lights and the construction of  a Skate Board 
Park.

Norris said with town funds and PARTF grants the 
Skate Board Park could become a reality.

Altitude Broadband
GIS/MIS Director Matt Shuler said Altitude Broad-

band currently has 130 customers with 20 of  them getting 
fixed fiber because they were unable to get fixed wireless 
beaming from towers and water tanks on Big Bear Pen, 
Brushy Face and Satulah. 

The department is currently building out fiber as fast 
as it can and connecting new customers – moving down 
NC 106 now.

House Bill 129 is back in affect which says that mu-
nicipalities can offer broadband but must seek public/
private partnerships.

“The town wants to find that partner and we are con-
sidering options now,” said Shuler.

The board went into closed session to discuss op-
tions but no decisions were made.

Tuesday’s retreat was an “information only” affair 
with input to be used to formulate the budget. No votes 
were taken on any subject.

– Kim Lewicki

Proposed Skateboard Park plan.
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HELP WANTED
NOW HIRING FOR SECURITY 

GUARD SHIFTS in Highlands. Two 
part-time shifts available – 16 hours per 
Weekend. Please call 828-526-4161 (3/16)

HAVE OPENING FOR WAIT-
STAFF AND DRIVER for transpor-
tation. Please apply at Chestnut Hill 
in Highlands, NC, 24 Clubhouse Trail, 
(828)526-5251. (st. 3/9)

DO YOU WANT TO EARN EX-
TRA MONEY? Retail store in Highlands 
is looking for someone to work Saturdays. 
Contact Colleen at 828-482-0286 (st. 3/9) 

FURNITURE MAKERS/TRIM 
CARPENTERS/CABINET IN-
STALLERS for full-time work in High-
end cabinet shop in Highlands, NC. Please 
send resume to: info@warthconstruc-
tion.com. (st. 3/2)

WOLFGANGS RESTAURANT 
looking for experienced waitstaff, bar-
tender and bus person. Call Jacque at 
828.526.3807 (st. 3/2) 

PART TIME ADMIN. ASSIS-
TANT SKY VALLEY COUNTRY 
CLUB seeks professional, energetic 

and reliable admin assistant. Up to 32 
hours per week, flexible schedule. Duties 
include assisting with new membership 
prospects, organizing advertising plan, 
general office work. Basic computer skills 
required. Send inquiries to zanepurcell@
skyvalleycountryclub.com or call 706 746 
5304 (3/2-3/16) 

HIGHLANDS INN & HIGH-
LANDS INN LODGE now accept-
ing applications and interviewing for all 
positions. Front Desk, Housekeeping, 
Maintainence, Night Audit, Breakfast Host 
& cook. Full time and part time available. 
Call 526-5899 for appointment or stop by 
96 log cabin lane for application. Resumes 
or questions may be emailed to sales@
highlandsinnlodge.com. (st. 2/16)

MOUNTAIN FRESH GROCERY 
is hiring a full-time, experienced line cook. 
Also hiring a breakfast cook and Deli posi-
tions Please come in person to 521 east 
Main Street in Highlands to apply or call 
828-526-2400 

EXPERIENCED ELECTRICIANS 
NEEDED. Call 828-526-5147. (st. 11/22) 

WANTED 

HOUSEKEEPER NEEDED – 5 
bedroom house, call Larry – 773-220-8622 
(st. 3/9)

ITEMS FOR SALE 
2010UTILITY, LAWN, STOCK 

TRAILER – 4’x8’ open floor w/4’fold 
down ramp, 2”x2” expanded metal rails, 
4.5’ feedlot panel sides, new tires and 
trailer jack. Asking $800. Call 526-4959 for 
information. (st. 2/2) 

WANTED TO BUY
U.S. AND FOREIGN COINS. Call 

Dan at 828-421-1616. (4/20)
RESIDENTIAL/COMMERCIAL 

FOR RENT
UPDATED 2BD/2BA COTTAGE. 

10 minutes to Main Street. EZ access 
year round--just off Dillard Road. Spa-
cious floor plan, fully designer -furnished, 
totally-stocked kitchen, Central heat, large 
deck, private yard. Tenant pays gas/electric 
(energy-efficient windows/doors). No 
Smokers. No Pets. Available year- round 
$1,000. Month/ $1,000 deposit. Call 615-
243-2006. (st. 3/16)

WAREHOUSE FOR RENT. Christ 
Church of the Valley. 3,400 sq. ft. heated 

or unheated. 118 Hwy. 64 East, Cashiers, 
743-5400 (st. 3/9) 

CASHIERS/SAPPHIRE - Fur-
nished Split level 3 Bed/ 3 Bath home. 
Year round Mountain Views. Yearly lease 
1,850. per month. Will consider renting 
2 Bed/2 Bath level for $1,250. (561) 346-
6400 (3/23) 

2 BEDROOM CONDO FOR 
RENT IN TOWN – Split living, furnished, 
mountain view, brand new central heat 
and air. $1,300/mth plus utilities. Contact 
Carol Criminger at (828) 421-5172 or 
email carolcriminger@aol.com Refer-
ences required. (st. 2/9)

DEVELOPMENT FOR SALE

Builders/Developers 
Highlands

Investor Opportunity
See Drone Video at

www.fallingwatersnc.com
828-508-9952

(st. 12/8)
SERVICES 
HANDI-MAN – Electrical, plumb-

ing, painting, carpentry, yard work. CAll Al 
at 828-332-7271 or 828-369-6245. (3/9)

ALL AROUND OFFICE SOLU-
TIONS – Bookkeeping Services, Pay-
roll Prep, Payroll Tax Prep, Billing Services, 
Virtual Assistant, Data Base Management, 
Administrative Services, Research As-
sistance, Quickbooks Set-up and Training. 
Call Mary James at 828-421-0002 or email 
mjames@allaroundofficesolutions.com 
(st. 1/15)

HIGH COUNTRY PHOTO/
KEVIN VINSON: scanning photos, slides 
& negatives to CD or DVD for easier 
viewing. Video transfer to DVD. Everything 
done in house. Leave message at 828-526-
5208. (st. 3/16)

MOLD AND MUSTY SMELL IN 
YOUR HOME? Call for free inspection. 
828-743-0900.

•cLassifieDs•

Classified Ads
$6 for 10 words; 20 cents each additional word; $2 for highlighted box; $5 for photo

...LETTER continued 
from page 2

headwaters of  rivers that supply drinking 
water to downstream communities. There-
fore, repealing the regulation will ultimately 
pollute those communities’ drinking water 
sources.

Rather than pretending to resurrect a 
dying industry with the repeal of  regulations 
that protect public health and the environ-
ment, legislators should embrace the reality 
of  21st century US energy production and 
provide funding for resources to help dis-
placed workers settle into new careers. 

Wouldn’t it be better, and more realistic, 
to enact legislation to provide training and 
infrastructure to bring new, clean industries 
to old coal communities than to repeal rules 
that have no positive effect on jobs, and de-
monstrably negative effects on public health 
and the environment? 

Karen Patterson 
Highlands and Aiken, SC

ful stakeholder input. It provides a range of  
economics, planning and communications 
services. The firm “helps groups chart their 
future and build better places.” 

The Southern Blue Ridge Bike Plan’s 
goal would be to do just that and with the 
input of  the community providing input on 
draft routes, the Southwestern Commission 
hopes to develop a plan for Macon, Gra-
ham, Clay, and Cherokee counties. 

With North Carolina’s westernmost 
counties looking at ways to attract new tour-
ists, the 2015 study developed by Kostelec 
noted that there are several advantages to 
investing in the promotion of  bicycle-relat-
ed tourism over investment in other tourist 
activities. One main point noted in the study 
is that the average stay in the region for a 
bike tourist is 3.7 nights, which can generate 
more spending on amenities than the aver-
age tourist, who stays 2.5 nights.

The economic impact of  bicycle tour-
ism goes beyond the tourism aspect and 
boosts the economy through job creation. 
According to the American Association of  
State Highway and Transportation, work on 
greenways, sidewalks and bicycle facilities, 
on average, creates the most jobs — 17 jobs 

...BICYCLE continued from page 1
per $1 million spent, generating 4.5 more 
jobs than the next-most productive catego-
ries, new highway construction and pave-
ment widening.

The Southwest Commission isn’t alone 
in its vision of  focusing on bicycling, not 
just for tourists but for residents, too. 

The Town of  Franklin adopted a com-
prehensive master bike plan last week. The 
BikeWalk Plan is a master plan developed 
in partnership with J.M. Teague Engineer-
ing & Planning and the citizens of  Franklin 
to make the town more bicycle and pedes-
trian friendly. The master plan identifies 22 
projects throughout the town ranging in 
cost from a 225-foot bridge being placed on 
Wells Grove Road crossing over the Little 
Tennessee River at a cost of  $8,000 to a 
$4 million project to construct a 3.7 mile 
Southwest Loop multi-use path for both bi-
cyclists and pedestrians separated from mo-
tor vehicles around Franklin.

For more information Southern Blue 
Ridge Bike Plan and to learn what you can 
do to make this happen in Macon County, 
attend the public input meeting on March 
23 at 6 p.m. at First Presbyterian Church’s 
Tartan Hall at 26 Church Street, Franklin, 
NC
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Main St, Oak Square,  
Mon-Sat, 10-5 

Sun. 12-4

Oriental Rug 
Gallery

526-5759

Main Street Inn & Bistro 
828-526-2590 • mainstreet-inn.com

“Ace is the Place.”

At Main & 3rd streets
Highlands 526-2157

Hardware
Reeves

3

12

www.highlandsiscalling.com

526-3717 OR 888-526-3717

11

1

Country Club Properties
“Your local hometown 

Real Estate professionals.”
3 Offices 828-526-2520

www.CCPHighlandsNC.com

2

33

“Artfully uniting extraordinary properties  
with extraordinary lives.”

114 N. 4th Street • Highlands, NC

sheryl.wilson@sothebysrealty.com • highlandssir.com

David K. Bee
Broker 
828-526-1762 (Office)
828-421-6607 (Cell)
davidkbee@gmail.com

Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices 
Meadows Mountain Realty

www.highlandsncproperty.com

“The Mountains are calling  
and I must go.”

– John Muir

Sheryl Wilson office: 828.526.8300 • cell: 828.337.0706

BRIAN RENFRO
828-226-0118
brianrenfro@gmail.com
www.brianrenfro.com

11

40
2

2

2 1

33

12

10

5

6

6

7

13

8

4

13

4
13

9

13

Suzanne McDavid
Broker

cell: (678) 276-6133 • Off: (828) 526-8300

ANDREA 
GABBARD

Meadows 
Mountain Realty

Luxury Sales

Cell:
828

200-6742
AndreaGabbard 

@gmail.com

33

41 Church Street
Highlands, NC
(828) 526-1717

SILVER EAGLE 

349 Main Street, Highlands, NC
828.526.5190 silvereaglegallery.com

Native American Jewelry
  Crystal & Gem Gallery

401 N 5th St., Highlands



www.firemt.com • (800) 775-4446

Cashmere
Scotland’s Best Knitwear

MCCULLEY’S

“Top of the Hill”

242 S. 4th St.

Open 7 days a week
526-4407

pat.f.allen@gmail. com 

#1 Broker 
Highlands/Cashiers  

2010-2016 per  
HCMLS 33

Pat Allen 
Broker-in-charge

Cell: 828-200-9179 
Office: 828-526-8784

www.patallenrealtygroup.com 

Jody Lovell
828-526-4104

828-526-8784
295 Dillard Road

828-526-2338

30 ...on the Verandah 
Restaurant

on Lake Sequoyah

www.ontheverandah.com

BROKERS:
Julie Osborn
828-200-6165

Sherman Pope 
828-342-4277
Cy Timmons 
828-200-9762

Steve Sheppard
404-219-1349

Open Year-Round – Closed Wed.
343-D

Main Street.
526-4035

www.wildthymegourmet.com

Lunch daily 
11a-4p
Dinner
at 5:30p

except Sun.Closed Wednesday

Open
7 Days a Week.

10a to 4p

Paoletti
Join us for our 33rd year!

Serving Dinner 
from 5 p.m.

beginning April 7, 2017
Please call for reservations.

526-4906
www.highlandssir.com

 5

7

8

9

6

Open for 
Dinner 

Tues. - Sat.
in MARCH

40

•
•

Call Now! (828) 371-2079 | InnovationandCreativityInstitute.com

125 South 4th Street • Highlands, NC • Office 828.526.8118 • WhiteOakRG.com

Invest in an extraordinary experience

Tell us your hopes 
and dreams....

We’ll make them 
come true!


