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 SUMMER HOUSE

Open 
Mon. through Sat. 

9a-5p
2089 Highway 106

828-526-5577

‘Home Furnishing Center’

The
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CAR SPA
The

 of  Highlands
15% OFF washes

Sign up today
Call 526-2267
154 Highlands Plaza

We are all at Sotheby’s! Come see us!

114 N. 4th Street • Highlands 
NC • 828-526-4104

Leslie Cook
Broker

(828) 421-5113

Wick Ashburn 
Broker

(828) 421-0500

Suzanne McDavid
Broker

(678) 276-6133

Nancy Plate
Broker

828-226-0199

Dr. Seuss’s birthday March 2 kicks off  
week-long celebration at Highlands S. 

Pictured are 2nd Grade students dressed for Mix-Up Monday where children wore their clothes inside out and 
backwards, with teachers Margie Potts and Emilee DeForest. Several students are holding Dr. Seuss books. 

Photo by Melanie Miller

The National Education As-
sociation’s “Read Across America 
Day” is a nationwide reading cel-
ebration that takes place annually 
on March 2 — Dr. Seuss’s birthday. 

Macon County Commission-
ers have led the charge in Western 
North Carolina when it comes to 
improving internet connectivity. 
Led by members of  the commu-
nity, commissioners have worked 
to develop maps of  the county 
that show internet access and 
identify significant areas in the 
county that are both largely rural 
and primarily without internet. 

This week, the county con-
tinued that effort by sending 
home a survey with students ask-
ing about the connectivity in their 
home. 

“These surveys will allow 
us to get an overall picture of  
the different communities in our 
county and see first-hand what 
kind of  internet access they 
have,” said Macon County Man-
ager Derek Roland. “This isn’t a 
map we created or are guessing 

MC pushes 
for more 

broadband 
access

But with more than 60 book 
titles to celebrate, thousands of  
schools, libraries, and community 
centers make it a week-long event.

At Highlands School, stu-

dents were encouraged to celebrate 
reading and the beloved children’s 
author’s love of  the ridiculous by 
dressing up in a silly way Monday 

•See SEUSS page 3

Highlands’ Planning Board 
heard four cases Monday night, 
three of  which will affect High-
lands in a positive way by bringing 
old buildings to life while bolster-
ing the business climate; while one 
will expand a residential commu-

nity.
Last month, the Zoning 

Board of  Adjustment issued Old 
Edwards Hospitality Group, (OEI) 
represented by John Lupoli and 
Richard Delany, a variance to en-
croach into Spring Street’s 10-foot 

setback so a 300-sq. ft. addition 
can be made to its laundry facility. 

However, before the Zon-
ing Board can issue a Special Use 
Permit (SUP), which is necessary 
when changes are made to a com-
mercial building, the Planning 

Board, acting as the Appearance 
Commission had to OK the exte-
rior of  the expansion – the color, 
materials and landscaping.

OEI is expanding the laundry 
facility to house a new machine de-

Planning Board gets first look at changes in town

Legislation introduced by 
House Rep. Kevin Corbin is stall-
ing in the Senate, but after meet-
ing with Senator Jim Davis yester-
day, Rep. Corbin is hopeful it will 
move forward. 

“I explained to him the im-
portance of  House Bill 13 and 
giving local districts the flexibility 
in their classrooms,” said Corbin 
Wednesday morning. “We agree 
that the legislation is good legisla-
tion, he and the Senate just want 
to see more accountability for 
funds that were sent previously to 
school districts across the state.” 

House Bill 13, which was 
primarily sponsored by Corbin, 
would cap individual K-3 class 
sizes at 22 to 24 students, depend-
ing on grade level. Under the cur-
rent law, maximum individual K-3 

Rep. Corbin 
pushes for 
bills with 
schools in 

mind
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For an unforgettable expedition on 
the Highlands-Cashiers plateau call:

Mayor Pat Taylor

•See MAYOR page 3

The below summary was written by the Congressional Research Service, which is a 
nonpartisan division of  the Library of  Congress, and was published on Feb 2, 2017.

HJ Resolution 40
(This measure has not been amended since it was introduced. The summary of  that ver-

sion is repeated here.)

This joint resolution nullifies the “Implementation of  the NICS Improvement 
Amendments Act of  2007” rule finalized by the Social Security Administration on De-
cember 19, 2016. The rule implements a plan to provide to the National Instant Criminal 
History Background Check System the name of  an individual who meets certain criteria, 
including that benefit payments are made through a representative payee because the in-
dividual is determined to be mentally incapable of  managing them. (Current law prohibits 
firearm sale or transfer to and purchase or possession by a person who has been adjudi-
cated as a mental defective.)

Vote:
Congressman Mark Meadows   Yea
Office 202-225-6401
Email/Website: meadows.house.gov

Senior Senator Richard Burr  Yea
Office: 202-224-3154
Email/Website: burr.senate.gov

Junior Senator Thom Tillis  Yea 
Office: 202-224-6342
Email/Website: tillis.senate.gov

The plan that was an-
nounced last week to 
expand efforts to de-

port undocumented people 
has generated concerns, ru-
mors and fear in our com-
munity. I could be silent on 
this national issue, rationaliz-
ing that it doesn’t impact our 
remote village, but it does to 
some extent, and I think it is 
my duty as mayor to address 
the issue.

Early last week I heard 
rumors ICE agents were on the plateau 
searching for undocumented residents. 
Some claimed that the Highlands Police 
Department was assisting. By the week-
end I was getting other reports that the 
Highlands Police, armed with shotguns, 
were running a roadblock, probably for the 
purpose of  seizing and deporting undocu-
mented residents.

Last Friday was my first community 
coffee of  the year at the Hudson Library. 
Given the feedback that I had received, I 
asked Chief  Bill Harrell to come talk about 
the deportation issue and the involvement 
of  the Highlands Police Department. He 
spoke and took questions concerning po-
lice policies and procedures for about 30 

When national issues hit home
minutes. I appreciated his will-
ingness to speak.

I had a follow-up meet-
ing with Chief  Harrell this past 
Monday. As a retired magistrate 
I, too, am familiar with police 
policies and court processes. 
As a mayor, I work with the 
chief, the Town Manager and 
the board in forming over-
all administrative policies for 
HPD. But I, nor the board, 
control how our police depart-
ment enforces laws. The last 

thing citizens need is for elected officials, 
aka politicians, telling law enforcement of-
ficers who to charge and when to make ar-
rests. Professional law enforcement officers 
make decisions concerning issuing charges, 
and the courts determine whether a person 
is innocent or guilty, thank goodness.

At the coffee on Friday, as well as at our 
meeting on Monday, Chief  Harrell stressed 
that his department focuses on people that 
violate the law, regardless of  race, sex, na-
tional origin or immigration status. We both 
agreed that if  people are law abiding and en-
gaged in productive work here in Highlands, 
the police department has no interest other 
than to protect and serve those individu-
als. Complex issues related to immigration 
law are best left to the purview of  federal 
agencies. At the community coffee the chief  
emphasized his department was concerned 
about major crime problems such as the 
opioid epidemic, larceny, domestic violence 
and all felonies. Traffic safety is also a part 
of  their mission. HPD has participated in 
the Governor’s Highway Safety Program for 

well over a decade.
Chief  Harrell has stated that he has 

not been contacted by ICE agents, and his 
department has no enthusiasm for receiving 
training to assist in deportation initiatives. 
Massive deportations would be very prob-
lematic requiring a tremendous amount of  
time and energy on the part of  HPD. Even 
now, an arrest made by a HPD officer can 

take hours to complete. The arresting of-
ficer has to transport the person in custody 
either to a magistrate’s office and/or the 
Macon County Denton Center. While this 
is all being done, one less officer is on pa-
trol in Highlands. Our police force simply 
doesn’t have the resources to be involved in 
deportations.
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...SEUSS from page 1

COREY JAMES GALLERY
 9th Annual 
Winter Sale 

Open Everyday!

On the 
corner 

of 3rd & 
Spring 

(828) 
526-4818

through Friday of  this week. 
On Monday children wore their 

clothes inside out, backwards and more.
“Dr. Seuss and his Cat in the Hat 

and the Lorax are well-known charac-
ters to early age children. Bringing these 
stories to life for them helps to motivate 
young readers to read more stories from 
Dr. Seuss and other authors. As the Lorax 
would say, ‘Unless someone like you cares 
a whole awful lot, nothing is going to get 
better. It’s not.’ The more young people 
read the better readers and ‘imaginers’ 
they’ll be!,” said Highlands School Princi-
pal Brian Jetter. 

Though the NEA encourages read-
ing with its “Read Across America” cam-
paign all year long, Dr. Seuss’s birthday 
brings the idea home and is a way to give 
author Dr. Seuss his due. 

Seuss would have turned 113 to-
day, March 2. He would surely have been 
proud to see that his works are still rele-
vant as ever, resonating with children and 
adults of  all ages.              – Kim Lewicki

...MAYOR continued from page 2
One other note, while some federal 

memoranda have suggested bypassing the 
courts in the deportation process, I can’t 
see that happening. Everyone residing in 
the US has the right to due process. While 
I know some folks become impatient with 
court procedures, it would be a huge chal-
lenge to personal liberty issues if  law en-
forcement officers could simply bypass the 
courts. If  that precedent were to occur, we 
all could be in jeopardy.

So as the mayor, I do not support using 
town police resources in any future blanket 
deportation plans. Chief  Harrell agrees.

There are several caveats to my state-
ment. If  an undocumented person commits 
a crime, certain high level misdemeanors 
and all felonies, he or she will be detained 
and required to appear in court. During this 
process that person’s immigration status 
may be examined by federal authorities and 
deportation procedures implemented. This 
practice has been in place for a number of  
years. For instance, anyone arrested for a 
felony must be taken to the detention cen-
ter to be finger printed as a part of  the con-
ditions of  release and bonding. Federal au-
thorities have access to this national finger 
print base, so an undocumented person in 
the system could be identified by state and 
federal law enforcement officials. Domes-
tic violence misdemeanor assaults trigger 
similar responses. The suspected offender, 
whether undocumented or not, has to be 
arrested and taken before a magistrate. If  
probable cause is determined, the person 

charged can be held in the detention center 
for 48 hours before posting bond. Again, for 
an undocumented person, federal authorities 
could review their status while in custody. 

Another caveat relates to the consti-
tution and the law. The oath of  office of  
police officers requires them to support 
and uphold the Constitution of  the United 
States, as well as the North Carolina Consti-
tution. If  a federal or state legislative body, 
or chief  executive issues an order to enforce 
a law deemed constitutional by the courts, 
law enforcement officers have to execute 
their sworn duty. On the other hand, if  the 
above scenario was to take place, I can’t see 
our police department playing a major role 
in such an effort. Again, our community and 
police department are just too small.

The last caveat centers around the 
road block that I referred to earlier in this 
article. I was notified by concerned citizens 
Friday evening that the police had setup a 
road block and were probably looking for 
undocumented residents that would be de-
tained for ICE. I immediately contacted 
Chief  Harrell about the roadblock, and he 
responded immediately. The chief  informed 
me that his officers had conducted a road 
license checkpoint on Friday. Four tickets 
were issued for no operators license (NOL). 
No one was detained, no one was arrested, 
and no shotguns were carried by officers. 
Unless a person receiving a NOL ticket 
has an extensive record of  traffic offenses, 
like other minor traffic offenses, the ticket 
can be paid at the Macon County Clerk of  
Courts office, therefore bypassing a court 
appearance. On the other hand, not paying 
the ticket and failing to appear in court will 

•See MAYOR page 14
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• Highlands Area Dining •

Brunch: Sat. & Sun., 10a to 3p
Dinner: Mon-Thurs & Sun., 5-9p

Fri. & Sat. 5-10p
For reservations call: 526-4429

Cyprus  
International Cuisine

Open Year Round
Mon., thru Thurs., 11a to 10p

Fri., & Sat., 11a to 11 p
Sun., noon to 10p

Closed Wednesdays
828-787-1680 or 828-787-1900

We Cater!
151 Helen’s Barn Avenue

Asia House
Japanese • Asian• Thai • Hibachi Cuisine

Serving Lunch and Dinner Year-Round.
Gourmet Foods, Full Service Bar
Town Square at 343-D Main St. • Highlands

828-526-4035

Serving Lunch 
11a to 4p

Serving Dinner 
from 5:30p 

Closed Sunday for 
Dinner and all day 

Wednesday

Coffee • Espresso Drinks
Smoothies • Hot Soup
Paninis • Baked Goods

On Main Street • Highlands
7 days a week • 7a to 6p • 526-0020 828-526-2338

...on the Verandah 
Restaurant

on Lake Sequoyah
www.ontheverandah.com

US 64 west • Highlands

Open 
for Dinner 

Tues. - Sat.
in MARCH

Celebrating our 23rd Season
Southern Living 2016: “Best Place for Dinner in Highlands”

Bistro at 4p and Dining Room at 5:30p
Open Wed. - Sat. in March

For reservations call • 828.526.3807
www.wolfgangs.net

Sports Page 
Sandwich Shoppe

Monday:Saturday
Breakfast: 7:30:10:30am 

Lunch: Until 2:30pm

Serving Breakfast & Lunch.

Full cooked-to-order breakfast &
Daily Lunch Specials.

314 main Street, Highlands
(828) 526-3555
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...CHANGES continued from page 1

Let us have your e-mail for special “ON-LINE” savings.

Ask about our Home Buyers & Home 
Renovators Discount Program
Monday-Saturday 9:00-5:00pm ~ year round

2089 Dillard Road, Highlands (2 miles from Main Street)

828-526-5577
www.summerhousehighlands.com

summerhousehighlands@brmemc.net

“Classic Wicker Collection”“Classic Wicker Collection”

Widely recognized as the most fascinating and diverse
shopping experience in Highlands! 

Accessories, Gifts, Antiques, Lighting, Porch & Patio Outdoor Furniture

Complete Home Furnishings
Handcrafted Custom Furniture & Interior Design Services

40
23

86

All Special Orders
Summer Classics Pieces

SUMMER CLASSICS PATIO FURNITURE

SURPRISE SALE!
NOW THROUGH SATURDAY, MARCH 11TH

40%
OFF

signed to press and fold sheet sets. One ex-
terior wall of  the existing building will be re-
moved and a 300-sq. ft. room will be added. 
The exterior of  the addition will match the 
existing building which is a creamy stucco 
with brown batten. 

The sparse landscaping elements that 
existed at the location of  the proposed ex-
pansion have been removed but will be re-
placed in whatever space is left.

The Planning Board OK’d the appear-
ance of  the addition but requested that de-
tail be paid to the subsequent landscaping 
and that if  possible a material other than 
stucco be used since the building already has 
too much stucco.

The Unified Development Ordinance 
says only 30% of  any side of  a building can 
be stucco – the laundry building is basically 
all stucco – but as Chairman Thomas Craig 
pointed out, it was built before the UDO 
was in place.

Rather than introducing another ele-
ment to the building, President and Manag-
ing Director of  OEI Delany said that the 
plan was to take away one stucco wall when 
the adjoining wall is removed and to then 
simply replace it. 

“Once it is completed I’m guessing 
people won’t even know it changed,” he said.

Lupoli said it would look awkward if  
another material was added to the mix.

OEI must now go to the Zoning Board 
to get the required SUP. That meeting is 
Wednesday, March 8.

The Supper Club
JT Fields of  Mountain Fresh Grocery 

was before the Planning Board to discuss 
the appearance changes to the Highlands 
BBQ building on US 64 west.

The building is under contract for 
purchase by Mountain Fresh Grocery and 
would serve as an staging area for food 
preparation for Mountain Fresh itself, an 
event venue, and a private Supper Club.

He was there to discuss the covered 
porch which will extend over the existing 
fenced-in area in the parking lot behind the 
building as well as changes to the façade of  
the main building – basically changing the 
color from red to brown and adding battens 
on the T1-11 siding.

“We want a calmer look to the build-

ing,” he said.
The Planning Board was in favor say-

ing “anything you can do on the street side 
to make it look better will be an improve-
ment.”

The parking and seating arrangement 
is in compliance with the county and the 
town. 

Fields said they were considering pur-
chasing the slice of  property between the 
building and Raoul Road to ensure the proj-
ect meets the built-upon requirements due 
to the watershed. The property wouldn’t 
house anything – it would just ensure com-
pliance with built-upon stipulations.

The Kolber family, who lives in a house 
above the building on Holt Knob Road, was 
at the meeting to express their concerns 
about possible noise emanating from the 
site during events. Pam Kolber said she and 
her husband, who both work, were able to 
move to Highlands full-time this past sum-
mer and they want to be able to enjoy their 
home in the evenings after work and before 
bedtime void of  noise and odors coming 
from the building.

Since noise travels up valleys and up 
hills, she said they were concerned about 
“after parties” on the outside deck and 
comings and goings in the parking lot.

Fields said though the issue before the 
Planning Board was appearance only, he was 
glad to discuss and put to rest their fears.

“I can assure you we will be good 
neighbors and we will comply with all town 
ordinances concerning noise. I am sensitive 
to the serenity of  your home,” said Fields. 
“We will be using it as an event facility, but it 
will be less noise than a restaurant.”

He explained that catered events basi-
cally involve one customer with stipulations 
outlined in a contract beforehand versus a 
restaurant that has 100-150 customers.

He said as per town ordinance, the out-
side deck will be emptied by 11 p.m. and of-
fered to end drink service at 10:30 to ensure 
people leave the deck. 

Fields did say that the building has 
been used as a community hospitality-based 
structure for a long, long time and it will be 
stay that way, as planned.

“You knew the variables when you 

Larry Rogers 
Construction Company, Inc.

Excavating • Grading • Trucking Trackhoe 
Backhoe • Utilities 

(828) 526-2874
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Proverbs 3:5 • pLaces to Worship •
BLUE VALLEY BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Oliver Rice, Pastor (706) 782-3965

Sundays: School:10 a.m., Worship:11 
Sunday night services every 2nd & 4th Sunday at 7 

Wednesdays: Mid-week prayer meeting:7 p.m.
BUCK CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH

828-269-3546 • Rev. Jamie Passmore, Pastor
Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11 

CHAPEL OF SKY VALLEY
Sky Valley, GA • 706-746-2999 

Sundays: 10 a.m.:Worship 
Holy Communion 1st Sunday of the month 

Wednesdays: 9 a.m. Healing and Prayer w/Communion 
CHRIST ANGLICAN CHURCH 

Rector: Jim Murphy, 252-671-4011 
464 US Hwy 64 east, Cashiers 

Sun.; 9:30a Sunday School; 10:30a Worship w/ Music  
Mon.: Bible Study & Supper at homes - 6 p.m. 

CHRIST CHURCH OF THE VALLEY, CASHIERS
Pastor Steve Kerhoulas • 743-5470

Sun.10:45am, S.S 9:30am. Wed. 6pm supper and teaching.
Tues. Guys study 8am, Gals 10am.

CLEAR CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Jim Kinard

Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11a.m. 
1st & 3rd Sunday night Service: 7.p.m.

Wednesdays –Supper at 6 p.m. 
COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH
www.cbchighlands.com • 526-4685
3645 Cashiers Rd, Highlands, NC

Senior Pastor Gary Hewins  
Sun.: 9:30am: Sunday School

10:30am: Middle & High School; 10:45am: Child. Program,
10: 45am: Worship Service

Wed.: 5pm Dinner ($7 adult, $2 child), 6pm CBC U.
EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF THE INCARNATION

The Rev. Dr. Maurice L. Goldsmith, Interim Rector 
526-2968

Sundays: Education and choir rehearsal, 9 am, 
Holy Eucharist Rite II, (sanctuary),10:30, nursery available 

Thursdays: Holy Eucharist Rite II. 
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH HIGHLANDS

828-526-4153 • www.fbchighlands.org
Dr. Mark Ford, Pastor

220 Main Street, Highlands NC 28741
Sun.:Worship 10:45 am; Sun.: Bible Study 9:30 am

Wed.: Men’s Bible Study 8:30 am; Prayer Mtg 6:15 pm; 
Choir 5 pm

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Curtis Fussell & Emily Wilmarth, pastors 

526-3175 • fpchighlands.org
Sun.: Worship: 11 a.m.; School: 9:30

Mondays: 8 a.m.:Men’s Prayer Group & Breakfast
Wednesdays:Choir:5:30p

GOLDMINE BAPTIST CHURCH
(Off Franklin/Highlands Rd) 

Sunday School:10 am, Worship Service:11 am
GRACE COMMUNITY CHURCH OF CASHIERS

Non-Denominational-Contemporary Worship
242 Hwy 107N, 1/4 miles from Crossroads in Cashiers

www.gracecashiers.com • Pastor Steve Doerter: 743-9814
Services: Sundays 10am - Wed. - 7pm; Dinner - Wed. 6pm 

HAMBURG BAPTIST CHURCH
Hwy 107N. • Glenville, Nc • 743-2729

Pastor Nathan Johnson
Sunday: School 9:45a, Worship 11a & 7p, Bible Study 6p

Wed. Kidsquest 6p.; Worship 7p.
HIGHLANDS ASSEMBLY OF GOD

Randy Reed, Pastor828-421-9172 • 165 S. Sixth Street 
Sundays: Worship:11 

HIGHLANDS CENTRAL BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Dan Robinson

670 N. 4th Street (next to the Highlands Civic Center)
Sun.: Morning Worship 10:45 a., Evening Worship, 6:30 p. 

Wednesday: Prayer Service, 6:30 p.
HIGHLANDS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

Pastor Randy Lucas 526-3376
Sun: School 9:45a.; Worship 9:09,10:50.; Youth 5:30 p.

Wed: Supper: 5:15; youth, & adults activities: 6; Handbell 
rehearsal, 6:15; Choir Rehearsal 7. (nursery provided ); 7pm 

Intercessory Prayer Ministry 
HOLY FAMILY LUTHERAN CHURCH: ELCA

Chaplain Margaret Howell • 2152 Dillard Road • 526-9741
Sun: School and Adult discussion group 9:30 a.m.;  

Worship/Communion:10:30 
HEALING SERVICE on the 5th Sunday of the month.

MACEDONIA BAPTIST CHURCH
8 miles south of Highlands on N.C. 28 S in Satolah

Pastor Troy Nicholson, (828) 526-8425
Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11, Choir:6 p.m.

Wed: Bible Study and Youth Mtg.:7 p.m.
MOUNTAIN SYNAGOGUE

at St. Cyprian’s Episcopal Church, Franklin
828-524-9463

MOUNTAIN BIBLE CHURCH 
743-2583 • Independent Bible Church 

Sun:10:30 a.m. at Big Ridge Baptist Church,  
4224 Big Ridge Road (4.5 miles from NC 107) 

Weds: Bible Study 6:30 p.m.; Youth Group 6 p.m. 
OUR LADY OF THE MOUNTAINS CATHOLIC 

CHURCH
 Parish office (Father Francis): 526-2418

Mass: Sun: 11 a.m.; Sat. at 4p
SCALY MOUNTAIN BAPTIST CHURCH

Rev. Marty Kilby
Sundays: School –10 a.m.; Worship –11 a.m. & 7 

Wednesdays: Prayer Mtg.:7 p.m.
SCALY MOUNTAIN CHURCH OF GOD

290 Buck Knob Road; Pastor Jerry David Hall • 526-3212
Sun.: School:10 a.m.; Worship:10:45 a.m.; Worship: 6 p.m.

SHORTOFF BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Rev. Andy Cloer 

Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11 a.m. 
Wednesdays: Prayer & Bible Study:6 p.m. 

THE CHURCH OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD
1448 Highway 107 South, Office: 743-2359

Rev. Rob Wood
Oct-May: Sunday Services: Rite I, 8a Rite II, 10:30 

June-Sept: Sunday Services: Rite I, 8a, Rite II, 9:15 & 11a
Nursery available for Rite II services

Sept 6-Oct 25-Informal Evening Eucharist-5:30 p.m. 
Thursday: Noon Healing Service with Eucharist.
LITTLE CHURCH IN THE WILDWOOD

Beginning Memorial Day weekend
Horse Cove - Kay Ward 743-5009

Old-Fashion hymn-sing Sunday 7-8p. 
UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST FELLOWSHIP 

85 Sierra Drive • 828-524-6777  
Sunday Worship - 11 a.m. 

WHITESIDE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Rev. Sam Forrester/Cashiers

Sunday School:10 am, Worship Service:11 am

John 3:16• spirituaLLy speaking •

By The Rev. Dr. Maurice L. Goldsmith, 
Episcopal Church of  the Incarnation

How would I react if, during dinner one night at 
Wolfgang’s, a close friend leaned across the table 
and in all seriousness, say to me, “I am beef  short 

ribs. Gobble me up?” 
“Waiter! Check, please!”
How about you? 
I suspect we all would be as mystified and as horrified as 

Jesus’ audiences were in the scriptural accounts of  his similar 
pronouncements.

At the beginning of  this chapter, we have the account of  
Jesus abundantly feeding 5,000 people with five barley loaves 
and a couple of  smoked trout - the miraculous sign that is 
known as The Feast of  the Multiplication. We are told that 
the next day the crowd was hungry again and followed him 
to get more of  the same. Or who knows? This time it might 
be beef  short ribs. 

In this section of  the Gospel story, Jesus is trying once 
again to explain his ministry and his mission. Read it for 
yourself. Let me know if  verses 41 through 51 answer all your 
questions about the divinity of  Christ, and the related mystery 
of  what we know as the Holy Eucharist, or Communion, or 
the Mass or The Lord’s Supper.

It does not supply all the answers for me. Instead it raises 
more questions.

A meditation for Lent
“I AM the Bread of  Life.”  

(Chapter 6 of  the Gospel according to John.)
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...CHANGES continued from page 5

40%-80% OFF
All Ladies Clothing
50%-80% OFF
All Men’s Clothing

Open 7 days a 
week 

11a-4p
10a-5p Saturdays
466 Main Street 

828-526-3963

BIG SALE 
at

JOLIE’s 
Highlands’ 

Fun Place To Shop!

Going Out 
of  Business
Storewide 

BLOW OUT 
SALE

50% PLUS 
OFF!

310 Main St., Suite D
(Behind Sports Page)

526-4144

Tuxedo and 
Men's Formal Wear Rental

The Exchange
322 Main St. & Oak St.
526-5029 or 526-1029

For Men

233 North 4th Street
Highlands, NC 28741

828.526.2083
ckswan.com
Just down from

Old Edwards Inn & Spa

ANT IQUES and FURNITURE

BOOKS   ART   JEWELRY
GARDEN    G IFTS    K IDS

SWAN
K

moved to your home – it’s been a 
BBQ restaurant since the 1950s.”

The difference is now there 
are ordinances which stipulate 
hours and degrees of  noise al-
lowed on the property.

The Planning Board OK’d 
the proposed appearance changes 
but asked that the Kolber’s con-
cerns be put in the record con-
cerning noises and smells and that 
Fields be as mindful as possible 
of  the neighbors. The board also 
asked that additional landscaping 
be considered wherever possible 
and that outdoor lighting be kept 
to a “residential scale.”

Next a SUP will be sought 
from the Zoning Board.

Wine/Coffee Bar
The folks who got a 2-2 vote 

from the Planning Board last 
month, returned with a revised 
plan for their proposed wine/cof-
fee bar with vacation rental units at 
221 N. 4th Street.

Willing to put the neces-
sary funds toward the project and 
with a will to make it work, they 
returned for an appearance OK 
before going to the Zoning Board 

for the required SUP.
Last month problems in-

volved the appearance of  the 
building – an oriental and modern 
look with a flat roof  that caused 
two of  the four Planning Board 
members to shoot it down say-
ing it was “out of  character with 
Highlands’ village character.”

Monday night, a new plan 
was presented and unanimously 
approved by The Planning Board. 
It has the same dark colors and 
mullioned windows, and board 
and batten siding, but now in-
cludes a gabled roof  with an over-
all “mountain look.”

Though not its purview, last 
month the Planning Board also 
noted that the interior of  the 
structure as proposed was not in 
compliance with the UDO, specif-
ically involving allowed habitation 
and use in the basement and other 
two floors, as well as the roof  top.

Now that the plan has 
changed to comply with the UDO, 
there is a good chance a SUP will 
be issued by the Zoning Board 
next week.

The new plan has two floors 

– the bottom one for retail, the 
top one for two, one-bedroom va-
cation rental units. The bedrooms 
will be in the attic within the ga-
bled roof-top structure and will 
be accessed by a stairway from 
the top floor.

As per the UDO, two hab-
itable floors – whether used for 
retail or residential – are allowed 
and a residence is allowed in an 
attic space. 

4 1/2 Street Inn
Now that the 4 1/2 Street 

property has sold, the new own-
ers want to convert the house 
into a single-family home and 
subdivide the 1.12 acre lot. Plans 
for the the new .52-acre lot at the 
bottom of  the property involve  
another home. 

The Planning Board OK’d 
the plan -- the first step required 
in making a subdivision -- on the 
grounds that the pervious versus 
impervious calculations were vali-
dated and if  necessary the existing 
driveway would be excavated and 
made pervious. The property is 
zoned R-2.

– Kim Lewicki
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Have You Fixed Your
Dirt Crawl Space?

There are three things that destroy materials in general and wood in  
particular: water, heat and ultra violet radiation. Of those, water is by far 
the most destructive.

Protect your home from:
• Mold
• Bugs
• Structural Damage
• Smells & Odors
• Loss of Storage Space
• Radon Gas
• Rising Energy Costs

The earth in your dirt crawl space is the major source 
of moisture in your home! This moisture is carried 
up into your house from the natural upward air flow  
created from rising heat. 

Call for a FREE Estimate on the Dry Crawl Spaces 
Crawl Space Encapsulation System.

DryCrawlSpaces.com • 828-743-0900

I am often asked, “Where is 
the best location in High-
lands to purchase real es-

tate?” That answer depends on 
the wants and needs of  each 
individual buyer. 
 There is high demand for 
homes in the town limits 
where you can walk to town. 
This has been a major trend 
for several years and that trend 
will always be desirable. 
 Newly trending are buyers 
looking for a home outside the 
town limits on two or more 
acres with space for a nice fire 
pit area, for growing organic foods and fruit 
trees or sitting on the porch looking out over 
a garden oasis, a big yard for children/grand-
children, a place for a pond or waterfall fea-
ture, outdoor sports and privacy. Other ben-
efits are lower prices and lower taxes.
 One thing’s for sure, the reason people 
choose Highlands remains the same. There 
is truly no place like Highlands. 
 If  you have been thinking about making 
Highlands a second or permanent home…
why not now? Time is ever changing and 

Location Trends
easily gets away from us and 
today is all we really have. 
Although our real estate mar-
ket is trending upward, take 
a look and you will still find 
some of  the best real estate 
values we have seen in several 
years. Why?….because you 
love it!
 • Lynn Kimball has over 43 years 
of  real estate experience, with 
32 years serving the Highlands 
Cashiers area. She has gained 
Emeritus Status with the National 
Association of  Realtors and previ-
ously served as Director and Vice 

President for the Highlands Cashiers Board of  
Realtors. Whether you are interested in searching 
properties or comprehensive information about our 
area, you are invited to visit her user friendly website 
at www.signatureproperties-nc.com. Berkshire Ha-
thaway HomeServices Meadows Mountain Realty 
has three locations, at 41 Church Street in the Old 
Edwards Inn complex, at 488 Main Street or visit 
Lynn at her 2334 Cashiers Road location across 
from Highlands Falls Country Club. Lynn Kim-
ball may be reached at 828-421-8193 or by email 
at Lynn@MeadowsMtnRealty.com 

Lynn Kimball
Berkshire Hathaway  

HomeServices
Meadows Mountain Realty

...CORBIN continued from page 1
class sizes will drop from 24 students to 
between 19 and 21 students, depending on 
grade level, and the maximum average class 
sizes for a school district would be even 
lower.

School districts across the state were 
bracing for significant budget shortfalls 
based on mandated class-size requirements 
approved last year. In Macon County, the lo-
cal school board was expecting a $350,000-
$400,000 shortfall. 

Since last year, districts across the state 
have pleaded with the General Assembly 
to reconsider its previously approved class-
size cap, because without additional fund-
ing, classes such as PE and the arts were in 
jeopardy. 

North Carolina doesn’t separately fund 
specialists such as arts and PE teachers so 
school districts pay for them out of  state 
dollars for regular classroom teachers. The 
reduction in maximum class sizes limits the 
flexibility that districts have to spread mon-
ey around for special classes.

House Bill 13 isn’t new legislation that 
raises the cap on class sizes, but rather is a 
measure to undo legislation that was initi-
ated in the Senate last year, and set to go 
into effect for the 2017-’18 school year. 

Because the legislation originated in 
the Senate last year, despite House Bill 13 

unanimously passing the North Carolina 
House of  Representatives, the Senate has 
yet to take up the issue. Last week, Senator 
Davis was unsure if  the Senate would take 
up the legislation at all. 

“Since 2011, we have invested $200 
million to LEAs (Local Education Agen-
cies) to reduce class sizes, specifically in 
K-3 classrooms,” said Senator Davis. “The 
issue we have is that we haven’t seen a good 
accountability of  those dollars. Research 
shows irrefutable evidence that lower class 
sizes enhances student performance, which 
is why it’s been a priority in the past.”

A survey was sent to local districts 
asking for accountability of  dollars given 
to reduce class sizes. Rep. Corbin said 
that results are expected to be given to the 
General Assembly by the Department of  
Instruction soon, and with a better idea of  
how that money was spent, he believes the 
Senate will pass the legislation. 

Macon County Superintendent Dr. 
Chris Baldwin called House Bill 13 the 
most important legislation currently in the 
General Assembly. 

Highlands School Principal Brian Jet-
ter noted that without the legislation, High-
lands is looking at having to hire additional 
teachers, which would increase the budget. 
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330 Dillard Road
Behind 

Highlands Decorating Center
828-526-4192

Complete Hair Care
including 

Hair Extensions
Massage Therapy

Hand & Foot Treatments
Body Treatments

Facials
including

Anti-Aging Celluma Panel
Personal Training

with Justin
Manicures,
Pedicures & 

Special Packages

Dr. Joseph H. Wilbanks, D.D.S.

706-886-9439 • 800-884-9439

278 East Doyle St. • Toccoa, GA

COMPLETE DENTAL CARE UNDER ONE ROOF.

You are only 50 miles away from 30 years experience in top-
notch, high-tech, one-stop dentistry known for its gentle touch. 

• Dental Implants • Root Canal 
Therapy

• SINGLE VISIT CROWNS! 
• Orthodontics including Invisalign  

• Wisdom Teeth Extractions 
and of course Fillings and Cleanings.

(IV Sedation, too)

www.WilbanksSmileCenter.com

Center for Plastic Surgery • 209 Hospital Drive 
Suite202  • Highlands, NC

828-526-3783 • toll-free 877-526-3784
www.PlasticSurgeryToday.com

Call  526-3783  
for an appointment  
with Dr. Buchanan

Missing some 
pieces to your 

skin care  
regimen?

at, this is actual information about 
homes and families in our county 
and how they access the internet.” 

The survey went home with 
all students in Macon County and 
are due back to school this Friday. 
The surveys will be collected and 
evaluated by the county to better 
address the lack of  connectivity 
throughout the county. 

On the state level, Macon 
County’s representatives are work-
ing with county commissioners to 
introduce legislation that will help 
secure funding for broadband in 
rural areas of  the state. 

House Bill 68, also known 
as North Carolina’s BRIGHT 
Futures Act, is intended to clarify 
rules governing the ability of  mu-
nicipalities and counties to enlist 
into public/private partnerships 
for communications services such 
as broadband and wireless inter-
net.

BRIGHT stands for Broad-
band enabled services; Retail on-
line services; Internet of  things; 
GridPower; Health care, and; 
Training and education. The ac-
ronym, BRIGHT, is intended to 
represent the fast-growing mar-
kets lawmakers say the act will 
stimulate especially in rural areas.

“There are rural infrastruc-
ture monies in North Carolina 
that can be used for infrastruc-
ture, which has been defined as 
buildings and roads in the past. 
However, this bill would help de-
fine broadband and connectivity 
as infrastructure so counties and 
towns can apply for these funds 
to improve their broadband in-
frastructure,” said House District 
120 Representative Kevin Corbin 
who serves as a co-sponsor on 
the bill. “While we absolutely 
need money for roads and to re-
build buildings for new industry 
to flourish, we need to start treat-

ing internet like we used to define 
highways in the 1960s. People 
travel for their job by using the in-
ternet. The majority of  my district 
is without access to high speed in-
ternet and it is something we des-
perately need in our state.”

If  signed into law, the 
BRIGHT Futures Act would al-
low cities that offer broadband to 
extend fiber networks beyond their 
service boundaries without run-
ning afoul of  a 2011 law meant to 
limit competition between govern-
ment and private providers.

The Town of  Highlands cur-
rently provides Broadband within 
the city limits, and the new legisla-
tion would help expand that pro-
gram to reach more customers 
who may have access to the ser-
vice, but fall outside the city limits.

Highlands offers both Fiber-
to-the-Home (FTTH) and fixed 
wireless service to residents and 
businesses in the downtown area. 
Prices vary based on the loca-
tion requesting the services, but 
the lowest cost package begins at 
$34.99 for a basic, four megabit 
download speed to an extreme 
package that connects an entire 
home and comes with a free Roku 
and 50 MBPS (megabits per sec-
ond) download speeds for $119.98 
a month.

Highlands was only recently 
allowed to provide internet af-
ter the FCC overturned the 2011 
broadband ruling that prohibited 
municipalities from offering the 
service. North Carolina’s popula-
tion of  residents living in rural 
areas is the second largest of  any 
state in the country, with more 
than 3.3 million people living in the 
85 counties considered to be rural. 
Corbin serves as a co-sponsor on 
the bi-partisan bill, which was in-
troduced in the Senate as Senate 
Bill 65. Senator Jim Davis was also 

a co-sponsor on the bill in the Sen-
ate.

“Especially for the rural part 
of  the state, connectivity and inter-
net access is basically nonexistent,” 
said Sen. Davis. “This bill is anoth-
er way to look at a way to fix that 
and to get that last mile of  con-
nectivity to our residents. We don’t 
have enough money to make that 
last mile, but this is just another 
way at looking at every possibility 
we have to get fast internet to resi-
dents in North Carolina.”

The bill includes plans to cre-
ate a new grant program at the 
Department of  Commerce to as-
sist the growth of  businesses in the 
BRIGHT market segment. 

While the bill does direct the 
N.C. Department of  Commerce 
to explore relevant grant programs 
that could aid municipalities in es-
tablishing such partnerships, there 

is no appropriation of  funds at-
tached to the legislation.

“Our state will already be 
the first in the nation to have ev-
ery classroom connected to high-
speed broadband.,” said North 
Carolina Lt. Governor Dan Forest, 
who supports the legislation. “The 
BRIGHT Futures Act builds on 
the hard work and forward think-
ing that the General Assembly 
has dedicated to connecting our 
schools. This would  finish the last 
mile that has separated our rural 
communities from our urban cor-
ridors. North Carolina has some 

of  the greatest infrastructure for 
innovation and economic devel-
opment, from Research Triangle 
Park to a statewide fiber network, 
to our universities, healthcare 
facilities, and private sector en-
gines of  innovation, but we can 
no longer allow vast portions of  
our state to fall behind because 
that infrastructure does not reach 
them. This bill sets a vision and 
a roadmap that can organize the 
great forces of  innovation in a 
way to connect everyone in the 
state.”

...CORBIN continued from page 10
“This bill would give the sys-

tem and our school much needed 
flexibility in scheduling classes, 
grades, and teachers,” said Jetter. 
“The cap might mean we would 
have to hire additional teachers to 
stay within the cap.”

House Bill 13 isn’t the only 
legislation that could impact 
Highlands School. House Bill 52 
was another piece of  legislation 

introduced by Rep. Corbin and is 
geared toward giving school sys-
tems more control over designing 
their annual calendars.

According to Jetter, House 
Bill 52 would give local schools 
needed flexibility. 

“Flexibility in our calendar 
would allow us to have balanced 
semesters and still have semester 

• See CORBIN  page 13



Viva Wellness
Stimulating Natural Healing

$25 for 70 min.
• Whole Body Vibration

• Hydro-Massage Spa Capsule
• Far Infrared Sauna Capsule

828-526-1566
Dr. Kit Barker, PhD, Cellular Biology

5 Cottage Row • U.S. 64 East

Highlands Automotive

Service
&

Repair

NC
Inspection

Station

2851 Cashiers Road • highlandsautomotive.com
828-787-2360

chestnut storage

Look for our sign!
10890 Buck Creek Rd. - 1/2 mile off Cashiers Rd near the hospital 

Storage Units Available
Secure 24 Hour Access

Easy In - Easy Out
Great Rates - Great Terms

Call today to find out why we’re
“Highland’s Premier Facility”

828-482-1045

Whiteside Cove  
Cottages

800-805-3558 • 828-526-2222

5 new log cabins 
nestled in the 

hemlocks on 25 acres at 
the base of Whiteside 

Mountain.

Allan Dearth & Sons
Generator 

Sales & Service, Inc.

828-526-9325
Cell: 828-200-1139

email: allandearth@msn.com

Larry Houston
Rock Work

Walls • Fireplaces • Patios • Piers 
All Rock Work • Stucco

(828) 526-4138 or (828) 200-3551

• Residential or 
Commercial 

• Over 40 Years  
Experience 
• Fast and  

Dependable
• FREE Estimates

• FREE Pick-up and 
Delivery

American 
Upholstery & Fabric 

Outlet

(864) 638-9661 cell: (864) 710-9106

102 S. College Street • Walhalla, SC 29691
(Owners: Morris & Rachel Bible)
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Jason Woods

Serving Highlands & Cashiers
(cell) 706-490-0364 • (home) 706-782-2972

24-hour Emergency Service
Storm Damage Clean Up

MORALESPAINTINGSERVICES@GMAIL.COM

706.982.9768
828-226.5347

INTERIOR/EXTERIOR PAINTING • LAWN MAINTENANCE
HOUSE MAINTENANCE • QUALITY WORK

FULLY INSURED



• Grading
• Excavating
• Driveways
• Build sites

• Hauling
• Septic Systems 

Edwin Wilson
Cell (828) 421-3643 

Office/fax (828) 526-4758
wilsongrading@yahoo.com 

Email highlandseditor@aol.com  
for 2017 Highlands Newspaper  

advertising information!
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A QuickBooks 
Point of Sale User...

Ron Griffith (828) 482-9309

“We have used SPI for credit card process-
ing through QuickBooks Point of  Sale for 2 
years. It is much faster than with Intuit and 
we get our deposits faster. They are very nice 
to work with....Our American Express is 
much lower than before.”

– Amy Van Marel, 
Mr. B’s and Lady B’s

• Interior
• Exterior

• Pressure Washing
• Drywall Repair

• Window Cleaning
• Gutter Cleaning

• Deck Repair
riospainting0864@gmail.com 

Find us on FaceBook
Owner Elias Rios

Fully Insured • 706-982-0864

...CORBIN continued  from page 
11

Seventy-five prominent guests honored Maestro Fletcher 
Wolfe in Atlanta, GA on his 85th birthday last Saturday 
evening at the home of  The Atlanta Boy Choir in beautiful 
Druid Hills.

Attending this event were many of  Atlanta’s leading 
citizens as well as educators from across the county. Some 
of  these guests who came to this auspicious occasion and 
enjoyed a seated formal dinner catered by Bada Bing Catering 
were Ben Weinberg, Atlanta’s leading Attorney and former 
president of  the Bar Association. He was joined by other 
attorneys which included Russell Waldon, head of  his firm, 
his attorney wife, Nicolette, who teaches law at Emory 
university and Lesli Seta, attorney who is married to famous 
Italian soccer star, Marco Seta. 

Also attending were Atlanta businessman, Charles 
Brown and his wife Brenda. Mr. Brown is perhaps best 
known as Atlanta’s major developer being responsible 
for construction of  The Atlantic Station, Lenox Park and 
Technology Park among others. His wife, Brenda Brown is an 
accomplished organist and was Maestro Wolfe’s accompanist 
for some time years ago. The Browns gave the pipe organ 
which graces the choir’s auditorium. 

Renowned educators included Dr. James Mellichamp, 
President of  Piedmont College, Dr. Lawrence Weaver and his 
distinguished cousin, Dr. Joyce Pope, who was head of  music 
at University of  Texas in Austin. Also, Dr. William Garner, 
head of  music at Atlanta’s unique, Drew Charter School. 
Accompanying Dr. Garner was world famous Soprano, Indra 
Thomas. Ms. Thomas flew down from New York for this 
event where the previous evening she was featured soloist at 
Carnegie Hall in Mahler’s Resurrection Symphony.

Master of  Ceremonies for this event was Rev. Brian 
Sullivan, former Rector of  Highlands Incarnation Episcopal 
Church. He and his wife, Mindy, sat the speakers table with 
choir board chairman, Anne Ahnberg, her husband Don 
and Maestro Wolfe. It was with great regret that Mrs. Wolfe 
could not attend the dinner due to a serious accident earlier 
in the week but she was able to come for the film narration. 
She was attended by Highlander, Molly Mckim. Also another 
Highlander attending was Mrs. John Maddox a longtime 
friend and supporter of  The Atlanta Boy Choir.

After a delicious seated dinner, Rev. Sullivan gave the 
listeners a delightful and amusing description of  the Maestro 
when they worked together at The Incarnation Church. The 
guests were then shown a film narrated by Flautist, Candace 
Keach which outlined Maestro Wolfe’s long and fascinating 
musical life. 

First showing his plantation bred mother, Grace. Then 
his Asheville Mountain raised father, Thomas. The guests 
then learned how they met at Mr. Wolfe’s cousin’s home, 
the writer Thomas Wolfe, in Asheville, and raised three 
musician sons.

The presentation continued with the Maestro making 
his way from a football player to President of  his college 
Student Body. Then, his outstanding concert career as a 
singer featuring his recitals at New York’s Town and Carnegie 
Halls. Also, it pictured him as the favorite singer of  the 
twentieth-century’s world renowned music teacher Mlle. 
Nadia Boulanger of  France. 

Although the film did show Maestro Wolfe in his many 
musical adventures down through the years. He was seen, 
however, with then President Jimmy Carter at the White 
House, the President of  Italy, Pertini at the Palazzo Giustinani 

Wolfe honored on his 85th year

where he was commissioned Commendatore and Knight 
of  Malta and Martti Ahtisaari, President of  Finland and 
later President of  the United Nations. Then on to many of  
the great concert stages virtually everywhere in the world. 
It also featured his seven visits with St. John Paul II at St. 
Peters in Rome.

This event ended with a birthday cake presentation 
and Maestro Wolfe addressing the crowd giving all credit 
to his Heavenly Father whom he said had always loved him 
and taken care of  him. He also gave recognition, thanks 
and love to some of  those who made his 85 years seem so 
wonderful. These included his devoted Administrator, Rev. 
Neil Cardwell and his long time confidant, Dr. Lawrence 
Weaver. He also recognized pianist, Dr. Robert Henry 
who thrilled the audience by his rendering of  Chopin’s 
Revolutionary Etude. Dr. Henry, organist and music director 
at Highlands Episcopal Church has had a close association 
with Maestro Wolfe throughout his career and Mr. Wolfe 
says he loves him like a son. 

After receiving a congratulatory letter from Georgia’s 
Governor Deal, Rev. Sullivan finished with the Benediction 
and the crowd left greeting Mrs. Wolfe in her wheelchair 
on the way out. 

President Jimmy Carter and Fletcher Wolfe.

exams prior to Christmas break,” said Jetter. 
There are several provisions in the law – one being 

making the first day of  school August 10 at the earliest, 
rather than the Monday closest to August 26, which is the 
current law. 

The two biggest players in this debate have been the 
travel and tourism industry, which argues a school year that 
starts in early August would take away high school students 
as seasonal worker.

However, schools say an earlier start would help pre-
vent knowledge loss in students over the summer and allow 
the first semester to end before winter break. Rep. Corbin 
said that since introducing the legislation, they have started 
to see opposition from the travel and tourism industry. 
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HELP WANTED
FURNITURE MAKERS/TRIM CAR-

PENTERS/CABINET INSTALLERS for 
full-time work in High-end cabinet shop in 
Highlands, NC. Please send resume to: info@
warthconstruction.com. (st. 3/2)

WOLFGANGS RESTAURANT 
looking for experienced waitstaff, bartender 

and bus person. Call Jacque at 828.526.3807 
(st. 3/2) 

PART TIME ADMIN. ASSISTANT 
SKY VALLEY COUNTRY CLUB seeks 
professional, energetic and reliable admin 
assistant. Up to 32 hours per week, flexible 
schedule. Duties include assisting with new 
membership prospects, organizing advertis-

ing plan, general office work. Basic computer 
skills required. Send inquiries to zanepurcell@
skyvalleycountryclub.com or call 706 746 5304 
(3/2-3/16) 

HIGHLANDS INN & HIGHLANDS 
INN LODGE now accepting applications 
and interviewing for all positions. Front Desk, 
Housekeeping, Maintainence, Night Audit, 
Breakfast Host & cook. Full time and part time 
available. Call 526-5899 for appointment or 
stop by 96 log cabin lane for application. Re-
sumes or questions may be emailed to sales@
highlandsinnlodge.com. (st. 2/16)

OPENING FOR C.N.A. AND LPN for 
Assisted Living. Apply at Chestnut Hill, 24 Club-
house Trail, Highlands, NC (828)526-5251. (3/2)

PART TIME CLEANERS needed after 
hours cleaning banks. Please call Cathy @ 828 
772 9831 (st. 12/22). 

MOUNTAIN FRESH GROCERY is hir-
ing a full-time, experienced line cook.  Also hiring 
a breakfast cook and Deli positions  Please come 
in person to 521 east Main Street in Highlands 
to apply or call 828-526-2400 

EXPERIENCED ELECTRICIANS 
NEEDED. Call 828-526-5147. (st. 11/22) 

ITEMS FOR SALE 
2010UTILITY, LAWN, STOCK 

TRAILER – 4’x8’ open floor w/4’fold down 
ramp, 2”x2” expanded metal rails, 4.5’ feedlot 
panel sides, new tires and trailer jack. Asking 
$800. Call 526-4959 for information. (st. 2/2) 

WANTED TO BUY
U.S. AND FOREIGN COINS. Call Dan 

at 828-421-1616.  (4/20)
RESIDENTIAL/COMMERCIAL FOR 

RENT
CASHIERS/SAPPHIRE - Furnished 

Split level 3 Bed/ 3 Bath home. Year round 
Mountain Views. Yearly lease 1,850. per month. 
Will  consider renting 2 Bed/2 Bath  level for 
$1,250. (561) 346-6400  (3/23) 

2 BEDROOM CONDO FOR RENT 
IN TOWN – Split living, furnished, mountain 
view, brand new central heat and air. $1,300/
mth plus utilities. Contact Carol Criminger at 
(828) 421-5172 or email carolcriminger@aol.
com References required. (st. 2/9)

SMALL OFFICE SPACE for rent, near 
the Bascom. Year lease, $435/mo. 828-526-5558. 
(st. 1/26)

ONE BED/ONE BATH, furnished. All 
utilities paid. Call 828-371-0829. (st. 1/12)

DEVELOPMENT FOR SALE

Builders/Developers 
Highlands

Investor Opportunity
Go to:

www.fallingwatersnc.com
828-508-9952

(st. 12/8)
SERVICES 
HANDI-MAN – Electrical, plumbing, 

painting, carpentry, yard work. CAll Al at 828-
332-7271 or 828-369-6245. (3/9)

CUSTOM FASHIONS FOR YOUR 
HOME OR BUSINESS with The Slipcover 
Chic and The Designing Diva at Kay’s Place 
in Whistle Stop Mall on River Road off the 
Highlands Road. Call Kay at 828-421-3879 or 
Holly at 828-342-1987. (st. 2/9)

GENTLE YOGA WITH JILLIAN 
JOHNSON Tuesdays 10.30 am, The Wellness 
Place 468 Dillard Road 828-526-9698. (st. 1/12)

ALL AROUND OFFICE SOLU-
TIONS – Bookkeeping Services, Payroll 
Prep, Payroll Tax Prep, Billing Services, Virtual 
Assistant, Data Base Management, Administra-
tive Services, Research Assistance, Quickbooks 
Set-up and Training. Call Mary James at 828-
421-0002 or email mjames@allaroundoffic-
esolutions.com (st. 1/15)

HIGH COUNTRY PHOTO/KEVIN 
VINSON: scanning photos, slides & negatives 
to CD or DVD for easier viewing. Video trans-
fer to DVD. Everything done in house. Leave 
message at 828-526-5208. (st. 11/17)

MOLD AND MUSTY SMELL IN 
YOUR HOME? Call for free inspection. 
828-743-0900.

...MAYOR continued from page 3

•cLassiFieDs•

What does Jesus mean when he says that 
no one can come to him unless drawn by his 
Father? And just what is Eternal Life exactly? 
Of  course the children of  Israel, sustained 
by manna in the wilderness, eventually died, 
so what is Jesus’ point? He promises to raise 
his faithful ones up on the last day, but from 
what to what? The last day? What does that 
mean? Think about it. Are you sure?

Believe me when I tell you that this is 
not the first time I have read this, or had the 
opportunity to write or preach about it. I have 
attended lectures on the subject at Oxford 
by the famous New Testament scholar N.T. 
Wright, and have read innumerable books 
and articles on the subject. So I get it that 
Jesus is telling his followers that he himself  
is the new Passover lamb whose blood saves 
them from the Angel of  Death, and whose 
flesh not only sustains their spiritual life, 

but calls those who eat it to rejoice in their 
freedom from bondage; in this case, freedom 
from their bondage to sin. 

Today I may be a bit closer to 
understanding what Jesus is telling me than 
I was forty years ago, but the wrestling 
continues and no doubt always will. That 
is not only permissible for us Christians; I 
believe it is intentional and necessary. 

As I was wrestling and praying for some 
celestial assistance with the writing of  this 
little article, Paul the Apostle came to my aid, 
and not for the first time. In his first letter 
to the infant Christian church in Corinth, 
believers who also were wrestling with these 
kinds of  questions and more, trying to use 
their intellect, their knowledge, their wisdom, 
to understand this new Christian faith that 
was giving them new life and new freedom, 
Paul writes this: 

result in the district court judge issuing an 
arrest order.

As a side note, the Highlands Police 
Department conducts routine road checks 
as required by the Governors Highway 
Safety Program. By participating in this 
program the department qualifies for thou-
sands of  dollars in state grants to purchase 
equipment. Also, this program has rated 
the roads and streets in Highlands as some 
of  the safest in the state, something that 
benefits all of  us.

On a personal note, let me share my 
perspective on immigration. 

Over the last several decades the U.S. 
economy, especially our service, construc-
tion and agricultural sectors, have come to 
depend on the labor of  the undocumented 
community. I caution our business and 
community leaders not to take a stance 
that undocumented workers are no longer 
needed and should be deported. There are 
human factors and moral values at stake 
that should give everyone pause for con-
cern. Yes, border security and deportation 
of  major criminals are necessary. But, re-
moving all the law abiding and productive 
undocumented residents, people who have 
helped expand many of  our businesses, is 

counter productive. Such a stalwart posi-
tion has a ring of  hypocrisy. A guest worker 
and/or a pathway to citizenship is a viable 
alternative.

Some may point out that many of  our 
forbearers immigrated legally through Ellis 
Island in the late 19th century. 

Actually, I see similar parallels to the 
current issue of  immigration on our south-
ern border. 

Like now, in the late 19th century the 
nation needed a full and expanding labor 
force. The European masses simply got on 
boats that took them to Ellis Island where 
about 15 million people passed through 
the gates. After a medical screening, immi-
grants would wait long periods, even days, 
before they were interviewed by an immi-
gration official. If  they could answer all the 
questions of  a two to five minute interview 
without problems, they were admitted to 
the country. The tragedy of  our current im-
migration problem is that the country did 
not setup a fluid and legal process to allow 
people to come to this country to live and 
work. The draconian roundup and deporta-
tion procedures now on the table are not a 
feasible solution. A new direction needs to 
be found.

...SPIRITUALLY SPEAKING continued from page 6
“For the message about the cross is 

foolishness to those who are perishing, but to 
us who are being saved, it is the power of  God. 
… For God’s foolishness is wiser than human 
wisdom, and God’s weakness is stronger than 
human strength.” (I Cor. 1:18-24)

I hope you know the song, “I Am the 
Bread of  Life,” Suzanne Toolan’s inspired 
paraphrase of  John 6. In it we ask God to 
satisfy our hunger and our thirst with the 
Bread and the Cup of  Jesus Christ, as strange 
as that may still seem; and to raise us up to be 
with our Lord, whenever and wherever that 
may be. Sing it. Pray it. Believe it. Pray for 
those who seek for signs and for wisdom, but 
let us know and “proclaim Christ crucified, 
the power of  God and the wisdom of  God.” 

Whether we fully understand it or not.
And be blessed by God, Father, Son and 

Holy Spirit.
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Main St, Oak Square,  
Mon-Sat, 10-5 

Sun. 12-4

Oriental Rug 
Gallery

526-5759

Main Street Inn & Bistro 
828-526-2590 • mainstreet-inn.com

“Ace is the Place.”

At Main & 3rd streets
Highlands 526-2157

Hardware
Reeves

3

12

www.highlandsiscalling.com

526-3717 OR  888-526-3717

11

1

Country Club Properties
“Your local hometown 

Real Estate professionals.”
3 Offices 828-526-2520

www.CCPHighlandsNC.com

2

33

“Artfully uniting extraordinary properties  
with extraordinary lives.”

114 N. 4th Street • Highlands, NC

sheryl.wilson@sothebysrealty.com • highlandssir.com

David K. Bee
Broker 
828-526-1762 (Office)
828-421-6607 (Cell)
davidkbee@gmail.com

Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices 
Meadows Mountain Realty

www.highlandsncproperty.com

“The Mountains are calling  
and I must go.”

– John Muir

Sheryl Wilson office: 828.526.8300 • cell: 828.337.0706

BRIAN RENFRO
828-226-0118
brianrenfro@gmail.com
www.brianrenfro.com

11

40
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2
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4
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Suzanne McDavid
Broker

cell: (678) 276-6133 • Off: (828) 526-8300

ANDREA 
GABBARD

Meadows 
Mountain Realty

Luxury Sales

Cell:
828

200-6742
AndreaGabbard 

@gmail.com

33

41 Church Street
Highlands, NC
(828) 526-1717

SILVER EAGLE 

349 Main Street, Highlands, NC
828.526.5190 silvereaglegallery.com

Native American Jewelry
  Crystal & Gem Gallery

401 N 5th St., Highlands



www.firemt.com • (800) 775-4446

Cashmere
Scotland’s Best Knitwear

MCCULLEY’S

“Top of the Hill”

242 S. 4th St.

Open 7 days a week
526-4407

pat.f.allen@gmail. com 

#1 Broker 
Highlands/Cashiers  

2010-2016 per  
HCMLS 33

Pat Allen 
Broker-in-charge

Cell: 828-200-9179 
Office: 828-526-8784

www.patallenrealtygroup.com 

Jody Lovell
828-526-4104

828-526-8784
295 Dillard Road

828-526-2338

30 ...on the Verandah 
Restaurant

on Lake Sequoyah

www.ontheverandah.com

BROKERS:
Julie Osborn
828-200-6165

Sherman Pope 
828-342-4277
Cy Timmons 
828-200-9762

Steve Sheppard
404-219-1349

Open Year-Round – Closed Wed.
343-D

Main Street.
526-4035

www.wildthymegourmet.com

Lunch daily 
11a-4p
Dinner
at 5:30p

except Sun.Closed Wednesday

Open
7 Days a Week.

10a to 4p

Paoletti
Join us for our 33rd year!

Serving Dinner 
from 5 p.m.

beginning April 7, 2017
Please call for reservations.

526-4906
www.highlandssir.com
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7
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6

Open for 
Dinner 

Tues. - Sat.
in MARCH

40

•
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Call Now! (828) 371-2079 | InnovationandCreativityInstitute.com

125 South 4th Street • Highlands, NC • Office 828.526.8118 • WhiteOakRG.com

Invest in an extraordinary experience

Tell us your hopes 
and dreams....

We’ll make them 
come true!


