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Highlands School Girls Varsity Soccer Team
is on a winning streak

Analyse Crook, Emily Crowe, Grace Crowe, Trinity Dendy, Kim Feria, Gracie Forrester, Betty Garcia, 
Chela Green, Jeslyn Head, Madison Lloyd, Kedra McCall, Alley Preda, Sarah Rogers, Sayla Roman, 
Ryan Talbert. Not pictured is Coach David Parrish. The team has played three matches so far; they 
are 3-2. They beat Cherokee Monday night 4-1 and play Hayesville at home (on the Highlands School 
field) tonight at 4:30 p.m.

– Photo by Kim Lewicki

Leaders in the North Carolina 
House of  Representatives filed 
the Tax Reduction Act of  2017, 
House Bill 356, last week, which 
introduces a package of  tax cuts 
for small businesses and families 
across North Carolina. The pro-
posal continues a trend started in 
2013 with legislation that builds on 
tax cuts and reforms in the state 
that have been touted for stimulat-
ing the state’s economy over the 

last three years. 
““The House tax plan for 

2017 continues the good work 
that has been done over the 
last few years,” said co-sponsor 
of  the bill Kevin Corbin  “Be-
cause of  responsible budgeting 
and spending, and job growth 
spurred by solid economic poli-
cies, North Carolina is projected 
to have a budget surplus of  over 

House Bill 356 promises 
to save taxpayers money

•See HB 356 page 4

Initially it was going to be a 
story about a coalition of  mighty 
mice fighting the fat cats but 
given the atmosphere in Wash-
ington these days, Highlands and 

six other North Carolina electricity 
wholesalers will be fighting their 
battle with Duke Energy on their 
home turf.

At last week’s special called 

meeting, Kevin O’Donnell, the 
town’s energy consultant and 
Duke liaison, said that Duke has 
gone through the legislative and 
judicial process to get clearance 

to recover costs affiliated with its 
coal ash cleanup.

“It’s no longer a matter of  
whether we are going to pay – it’s 

Highlands agrees to Duke coal ash settlement
Customers to feel sting this summer

Two weeks ago President 
Donald Trump released his bud-
get and now North Carolina resi-
dents are learning how proposed 
cuts could impact western North 
Carolina. 

Trump’s budget calls for mas-
sive cuts to discretionary spending 
in major federal agencies. State of-
ficials are warning that these cuts 

could have a dramatic effect on 
state and local budgets as federal 
departments pare back the grants 
that make up more than 30% 
of  North Carolina’s annual state 
budget. In turn, programs at the 
local level may be scaled back or 
eliminated.

Trump’s budget will also 

How President Trump’s 
budget will affect MC

•See TRUMP page 21

Part 1 of a series – Overview
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•Letters•

Dear Editor,
There is a movement that challenges the idea that corporations, according to the courts, 

have personhood entitled to constitutional rights. Although this anti-corporation attitude has 
been around for years, it periodically comes to the forefront.  This latest effort is pushed by 
liberals who still have not gotten over Hilary Clinton’s election loss.  Blaming corporations 
is just another excuse for the loss that included first her staff, then fraudulent votes, FBI 
director James Comey,  FOX  News, “fake” conservative talk, blogs, the proverbial right 
wing conspiracy, the Russians and probably soon extraterrestrial aliens. 

According to a recent statement by a member of   We the People, a group that is 
spearheading the anti-corporation movement, unions and PACs as well as corporate businesses 
should not be granted “personhood”.  There are masses of  real people in those groups. 
Actually “corporations” have legal existence like a person. They can buy, sell, own, enter into 
a contract, sue persons or firms and be sued.  “Corporations” are made up of  people…the 
officers, directors, shareholders and employees. To consider a corporation just a nebulous 
entity, a non-person, is ridiculous.  Do the criticizers think when a corporation goes on record 
in support of  a politician, policy, law, charitable event or public facility that it is the corporate 
logo that rises up to make the decision? Not so. The corporate position is the result of  the 
opinion, judgment and attitude of  the people who make up the corporation, union or PAC.

The We the People campaign desires to “establish that ‘corporations’ cannot buy elections 
and that human beings not corporations are natural persons entitled to constitutional rights.” 
The thrust of  corporate criticizers seems to be centered on the idea that corporations buy 
elections. Nevermind the billionaire individuals like Soros, Koch Brothers, Rockefeller, 
Adelson and Steyer are among those who pour money into candidate campaigns. These 

Corporations as persons

I’ve been thinking about 
cleanups. That is the Duke 
coal ash cleanup, and the im-

pending Highlands Cleanup on 
Saturday, April 22, Earth Day.

Jennifer Cunningham of  the 
Highlands Chamber will join me 
at the Community Coffee tomor-
row at 11am at the Hudson Li-
brary. The Chamber sponsors the 
cleanup and Jennifer has the big 
task of  coordinating the event. 
We need volunteers to help or-
ganize the event, and of  course 
we need a large number of  trash collector 
volunteers on that Earth Day Saturday.

Feel free to contact me, or Jennifer, if  
you have any questions. 

The original Gorge Pickup was ex-
panded last year to include the corridors to 
the town, NC 106, NC 28 and US 64 north 
toward Cashiers. The First United Method-
ist Church has adopted US 64 north and 
does a great job of  picking up trash all year. 
If  we have a good turnout all roads enter-
ing Highlands can be cleaned.

Some folks tell me they are at a point 
in life where they are reluctant to walk on 
highways. That’s OK, I have another way 
that they can participate. Just pick up trash 

that day in areas around town. Let 
me or Jennifer know, and we will 
send out a crew to haul away the 
trash bags.

This year will again be a 
partnership effort. The Town of  
Highlands will provide dumpsters, 
and the sanitation crew will help 
dispose the trash. The Macon 
County Sheriff ’s Department 
and Highlands Police will assist in 
slowing motorists down. 

This pickup is in conjunc-
tion with the statewide NCDOT 

Spring Litter Sweep. The state program starts 
April 15 and runs through the 29. Highlands 
will kickoff  the effort on the 22nd and Ma-
con County will end the pickup effort on the 
following Saturday, the 29th, with a county-
wide sweep. 

The other cleanup issue was addressed 
by the Town board last Thursday. Our elec-
tric utility consultant, Kevin O’Donnell, 
traveled from meetings in Raleigh to give us 
an update on Duke coal ash recovery costs, 
and his recommendation. 

Duke Energy is filing for coal ash re-
covery costs before the North Carolina Util-
ity Commission. This filing would impact 
Duke retail customers and some wholesale 
customers. We had been invited by Duke to 
join and agree to this filing instead of  chal-
lenging the costs before the Federal Energy 
Regulatory Commission in Washington. 
Highlands had either option for resolving 
this issue. We had joined a coalition of  small 
town utilities that were willing to retain legal 
council and fight in Washington.

Our consultant advised us that the 
pending NC Utilities Commission agree-
ment with Duke will be the best and lowest 
cost option for our customers. Kevin stated 
that several of  our small town coalition allies 
were going to go that route, and we might 
be going almost alone against Duke in DC. 
He believes we would get a very negative re-
sult in Washington. Coal might not be a dirty 
word in the nation’s capitol anymore.

The board voted to go with the NC 
Utility Commission option. Kevin will con-
tinue to advocate for our interests as the pro-
cess moves forward. Sometimes, “You gotta 
know when to hold them, and know when to 
fold them.” My initial reaction was let’s fight, 
but a whipping in Washington would have 
been bad for our customers.

It’ all about ‘cleaning up’ our environment
This bill amends the Environmental Research, Development, and Demonstration 

Authorization Act of  1978 to prohibit the Environmental Protection Agency from pro-
posing, finalizing, or disseminating a covered action unless all scientific and technical in-
formation relied on to support such action as the best available science, specifically identi-
fied, and publicly available in a manner sufficient for independent analysis and substantial 
reproduction of  research results. A covered action includes a risk, exposure, or hazard 
assessment, criteria document, standard, limitation, regulation, regulatory impact analysis, 
or guidance. Personally identifiable information, trade secrets, or commercial or financial 
information obtained from a person and privileged or confidential must be redacted prior 
to public availability.

• The summary above was written by the Congressional Research Service, which is 
a nonpartisan division of  the Library of  Congress, and was published on Mar 8, 2017. 
Scheduled for a vote in the House of  Representatives

H.R. 1430: HONEST Act
Honest and Open New EPA Science Treatment Act of  2017 or the HONEST Act
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Betty Jean Tart Mathis, 
age 71, of  Cullowhee, NC, 
passed away Sunday, March 
19, 2017. She was born in 
Franklinton, NC, the daugh-
ter of  the late Jimmy and Al-
ice Queen Tart. She worked 
in the medical field as a re-
spiratory therapist and was 
a Baptist by faith. She loved 
gardening, flowers and dogs, 
and was a loving mother and 
grandmother.

She is survived by a son, Jamie Mathis 
(Pam) of  Franklin, NC, daughters, Alicia 
Estes (Eddie) of  Whittier, NC, Karen 
Grant (David) of  Burlington, NC and 
Michelle Mathis of  Sylva, NC; grandchil-

dren, Nicole Sherrill, Sam 
Estes, Kevin Mathis, Heath-
er Mathis, Tristan Mathis, 
Natasha Hamlet, Cassie 
McKinney, Tiana Phil-
lips, and Autumn Johnson; 
great-grandchildren, Riley 
Cabe, Brighan Sherrill, Mad-
dux Hamlet, Savannah John-
son and Cali Mathis.

A private memorial ser-
vice will be held later.

Online condolences may be made 
at bryantgrantfuneralhome.com. Bry-
ant‑Grant Funeral Home and Crematory is 
serving the Mathis family.

Betty Jean Tart Mathis

•thank you•
To everyone who has supported us during the sickness and passing of our husband, 

dad, paw and brother, we would like to extend our sincere thanks and appreciation. 
Your many acts of kindness and sympathy continue to be a great comfort to us in our 
time of sorrow. Proverbs 17:17 tells us that friendship is God’s special way of loving 
us through someone else. How thankful we are for your continued loving friendship.

The Family of Tom James

R ay m o n d  E u g e n e 
Crimmel, passed peacefully 
on Sunday, March 19, 2017, at 
the Eckerd Living Center. Ray 
was 94 years old. He was born 
in Neodesha, Kansas, on 
October 1, 1922, to the late 
Henry and Nelle Hamblin 
Crimmel. Ray was an MIT 
graduate and served in the 
Navy during WWII. He was 
an Engineering Professor, 
German Carpenter and was 
instrumental in the Apollo 
Space Program.

His family would joke that before 
Google, there was Grandpa Ray. He left 
no question unanswered. At the age of  89, 
through the generosity of  Rotary District 
7670 and Borg Warner he and countless 
other WWII veterans were honored with a 
trip to Washington, DC. He and the others 
were honored at the WWII memorial. Ray 
never met a stranger and was extremely 
generous. He was always up on the latest 
science and technology, and had a passion 
to teach. He was a family man who enjoyed 
camping, fishing and traveling. 

Raymond was preceded in death by 

Raymond Eugene Crimmel
his second wife of  30 years, 
Myrtle Dickow Crimmel. 
Raymond is also survived by 
his granddaughter, Michelle 
Bears and her husband Harry 
of  Highlands, NC; and his 
grandson, John Sanfilippo and 
his wife, Lori of  Franklin, NC; 
and two great-grandchildren. 
He also left countless friends 
in addition to his family. 

To know Ray was to 
love Ray.

Raymond is survived by 
his two daughters, Sharon Lee 

Crimmel Winters (Richard) of  Escanaba, MI, 
and Beverly JoAnne Crimmel Daggett (Russ) 
of  Fletcher, NC; the mother of  his daughters, 
Catharine Crimmel; five grandchildren; 
thirteen great‑grandchildren; a sister‑in‑law, 
Delores “Dee” Porter Crimmel; and many 
nieces and nephews. 

Services will be held at the State Veterans 
Cemetery in Black Mountain, NC at a later 
date.

A message of  comfort may be left to the 
family and an online guest registry may be 
signed at www.garrettfuneralsandcremations.
com 
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• Highlands Area Dining •

Open Year Round
Mon., thru Thurs., 11a to 10p

Fri., & Sat., 11a to 11 p
Sun., noon to 10p

Closed Wednesdays
828-787-1680 or 828-787-1900

We Cater!
151 Helen’s Barn Avenue

Asia House
Japanese • Asian• Thai • Hibachi Cuisine

Serving Lunch and Dinner Year-Round.
Gourmet Foods, Full Service Bar
Town Square at 343-D Main St. • Highlands

828-526-4035

Serving Lunch 
11a to 4p

Serving Dinner 
from 5:30p 

Closed Sunday for 
Dinner and all day 

Wednesday

Coffee • Espresso Drinks
Smoothies • Hot Soup
Paninis • Baked Goods

On Main Street • Highlands
7 days a week • 7a to 6p • 526-0020

Celebrating our 23rd Season
Southern Living 2016: “Best Place for Dinner in Highlands”

Bistro at 4p and Dining Room at 5:30p
Open Wed. - Sun. in April

For reservations call • 828.526.3807
www.wolfgangs.net

...HB 356 continued from page 1

Closed Tuesdays & Wednesdays
www.paolettis.com • 526 • 4906

‘Our 33rd Year’Paoletti

DINNER / BAR from 5 pm • Opening April 6

a half  billion dollars.”
House Bill 356 would raise North Carolina’s standard 

deduction from $17,500 to $18,500 for married couples fil-
ing jointly and from $8,750 to $9,250 for single filers, tripling 
the state’s zero tax bracket since 2011.

 The zero-tax bracket under Democrat control was 
$6,000 for married couples and $3,000 for single filers.

“The House’s tax plan incentivizes good paying man-
ufacturing jobs and continues to lower personal income 
taxes, setting the stage for increased economic growth, said 
Corbin.”

 The income tax relief  in House Bill 356 is expected to 
save taxpayers $64.5 million in the 2017‑‘18 fiscal year and 
$124 million in the 2018‑‘19 fiscal year.

 House Bill 356 also allows North Carolina companies 
to invest more in their workforce and equipment by tax ex-
empting major manufacturing machinery, helping the state 

attract large employers and compete with regional neigh-
bors who offer job creators the same tax relief.  The tax 
reform is expected to save North Carolina businesses $50.8 
million per year. 

“We are building a tax code that benefits everyone in 
North Carolina,” said Corbin.  “The Tax Reduction Act of  
2017 will continue to lower personal income taxes for the 
middle class, lower taxes on large and small businesses alike 
located in North Carolina, and attract manufacturing jobs.”

 According to Corbin, in total –  the legislation would 
be building an economic climate that works for all citizens.

 “Finally, House Bill 356 continues North Carolina’s 
commitment to tax relief  and reform by simplifying the 
franchise tax, letting companies with extensive operations 
in North Carolina reinvest more money, and providing $85 
million in tax relief  per year,” said Corbin.

Love Our Locals

15% discount on dinner &
 Drinks 

through April!
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Brunch: Sat. & Sun., 10a to 3p
Dinner: Mon-Thurs & Sun., 5-9p

Fri. & Sat. 5-10p
For reservations call: 526-4429

Cyprus  
International Cuisine

828-526-4035

828-526-2338

...on the Verandah 
Restaurant

on Lake Sequoyah
www.ontheverandah.com

US 64 west • Highlands

Open  for Dinner 
Tues. - Sat.
in MARCH

7 Nights 
& Brunch on 

Sunday in April

Sports Page 
Sandwich Shoppe

Monday:Saturday
Breakfast: 7:30:10:30am 

Lunch: Until 2:30pm

Serving Breakfast & Lunch.

Full cooked-to-order breakfast &
Daily Lunch Specials.

314 main Street, Highlands
(828) 526-3555

Serving Dinner from 5:30p • Tuesday-Saturday
531 Smallwood Ave – on Harris Lake 

www.lakesiderestaurant.info • 828-526-9419

A unique fine dining experience on Harris 
Lake in Highlands featuring fresh seafood, 
an extensive wine list and excellent service.

Celebrating our 28th SeaSon

• Highlands Area Dining •

Now Offering Outside Dining

...DUKE continued from page 1
about deciding what is the best route to pursue for our rate 
payers and customers,” said O’Donnell. 

He suggested Highlands accept Duke’s “secret” settle-
ment offer, which by using publicly available sources he 
has determined will cost Highlands $1 million. Then wait 
and see if  the North Carolina Utilities Commission issues 
a disallowance in favor of  Duke’s retail and wholesale cus-
tomers.

The board voted unanimously to heed his advice.
The back story.

Over a year ago, commissioner learned that Duke was 
going to try to recoup the money it spent in 2015, 2016 
and now half  of  2017 cleaning up its coal ash spill in the 
Dan River. Duke would also defer money to clean up four 
or five coal ash ponds and any subsequent costs associated 
with the project in the future. Duke doesn’t want to pay for 
this nor does it want its stockholders paying.

Since Duke was pretty sure it was going to get its way, 

over a year ago it offered its wholesale customers a settle-
ment deal, but the exact monetary amount was “confiden-
tial.” In other words, Highlands and the other wholesalers 
were to say OK without knowing the specifics of  the deal. 

Since such terms aren’t fair on any playing field, at 
O’Donnell’s suggestion, the town anteed up $10,000 to 
be part of  a seven-member wholesale coalition ready to 
fight Duke at the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission 
(FERC) in Washington.

But now times have changed. Once President Trump 
was elected one of  the 3‑member FERC board commis-
sioners resigned. FERC no long has a quorum and there is 
no telling who Trump will appoint – but it’s likely it will be 
someone who is all about “big business,” which would likely 
negatively affect the bottom line for the wholesale coalition.

Where Highlands stands now.
O’Donnell said the town now has two options: to liti-

gate the matter at FERC, or take whatever disallowance the 

North Carolina Utility Commission in Raleigh is going to 
give Duke’s retail customers as part of  the Duke rate case 
which is being litigated right now.

“What it boils down to is where are we going to be 
in the best position politically?” he asked. “We don’t know 
who President Trump is going to appoint and I don’t have 
a feel for the two sitting commissioners. In Raleigh I have 
a better feel,” he said.

O’Donnell worked for the NC Utilities Commission 
from 1984-1991 and since then has been a consultant.

“Like every regulatory body, it’s political; and utilities 
and politics go hand in hand. What we know is that we 
now have new folks in Raleigh – a new Attorney General 
and a new Governor. What they are going to do is the 
question,” he said.  

“I have been waiting to see the position of  the new 
Attorney General and that became clear last week when 
comments were filed in an accounting matter where Duke 
was seeking to put costs in a deferred account for coal 
ash recovery at a later point. The AG made pretty strong 
comments asking for an evidentiary hearing and citing of  
1994 public service case in NC where the utility commis-
sion issued a disallowance on utility costs,” said O’Donnell. 
“Those comments and others made me realize that be-
tween politics in Raleigh and Washington I’d rather we deal 
with what’s going to happen in Raleigh because when you 
talk about coal ash, everyone in the state of  North Caro-
lina has a very strong opinion on this.”

O’Donnell said in a recent article published in a trade 
magazine, a poll by Conservatives for Clean Energy said 

Love Our Locals

15% discount on dinner &
 Drinks 

through April!
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526-5999
Located at 680 N. 4th. St., Highlands

Open Mon-Sat 10a to 5p

Carrying a wide variety of 
natural products for your  

Mind, Body & Home.

Organic Fresh Juices & Smoothies  
and Salads “On the Go!”

COREY JAMES GALLERY
 9th Annual 
Winter Sale 

Open Everyday!

On the 
corner 

of 3rd & 
Spring 

(828) 
526-4818

that 80% of  North Carolinians feel they 
shouldn’t have to pay for Duke’s coal ash 
cleanup 

“With that in mind, my recommenda-
tion is the same I have made to other town 
boards; accept the settlement offer from 
Duke and see how the North Carolina 
Utilities Commission rules and what sort 
of  disallowance it deems appropriate,” he 
said.

According to O’Donnell, by General 
Statute, the NC Utilities Commission has 
nine months to issue a final order after 
Duke has finalized its case, which will be 

this summer. O’Donnell said by the end of  
FY 2017‑‘18 Highlands should know what 
kind of  disallowance, if  any, the NC Utilities 
Commission decides in that case. 

He explained that if  the NC Utility 
Commission comes up with a 50% disal-
lowance, Highlands would get that disallow-
ance. The disallowance is the percentage the 
NCUC would “disallow” Duke to collect. If  
it charges Highlands $1 million – which is 
the amount O’Donnell suspects Highlands 
will have to pay over the remainder of  its 
contract with Duke which ends 2028 -- and 
the NCUC issues a 50% disallowance, then 
Highlands would only have to pay $500,000.

Mayor Pat Taylor later said that the dis-
allowance could be handled as a “true-up” 
at the end of  the fiscal year. A true‑up is the 
amount Highlands gets back for overpaying 
or Duke gets if  Highlands underpays for 
services rendered.

“True-up refunds we have gotten from 
Duke typically go into a fund to delay fu-
ture rate increases for our customers even if  
Duke hands down a rate increase to us. Or, 
it lessens the amount of  a rate increase,” said 
Taylor. “On the other hand, it may depend 
on the amount of  money we are talking 
about, a few thousand or hundreds of  thou-
sands?  If  I were to bet, we won’t get any 
money back. If  we were to get significant 
money back, those funds could be applied 
to soften the amount charged to customers 
for coal ash recovery. Or, the money could 
be sent back to Duke to decrease the total 
amount due. We have to wait and see.” 

O’Donnell said the coal ash case is go-
ing to be “hot,”which will be good for High-
lands.

“In all my years, I have never seen the 
level of  angst within the environmental 
community at the NCUC over this. I guar-
antee you people are going to be lining up 
out the door willing to testify about coal ash. 
That’s why we should deal with Raleigh in-
stead of  Washington,” he said.

The issue won’t be settled until the end 
of  FY 2017‑’18 but everyone – wholesalers 
and retail customers – have to start paying 
now. The cost to Highlands is estimated at 
$10,000 a month. Consequently, rates will go 
up beginning July or August of  2017. 

O’Donnell suggested a line item on 
each bill so customers know exactly how 
much Duke is charging so it can recoup 
costs associated with coal ash cleanup.

“When people start seeing what they 
are paying Duke on their bills and the press 
picks up on that on a state-wide basis, I think 
the heat is going to be turned up on Duke 
and on the folks in Raleigh and I would 

rather take a chance on a disallowance from 
Raleigh than in Washington,” reiterated 
O’Donnell.

Unfortunately, the amount it will cost 
Duke and subsequently cost its customers is 
a moving target.

Initially, Duke said it was going to cost 
about $2 million to clean up the coal ash but 
according to O’Donnell, every time it digs 
into the numbers it raises that estimate. 

“Now they are saying it will cost $5.2 
billion state-wide. So, Highlands will be al-
located a share of  that coal ash cost. I have 
estimated it at $1 million, but I have no way 
of  knowing if  that amount is accurate but 
I hope I’m close, but the reality is I don’t 
know,” he said.

O’Donnell said Highlands has a true-
up process in its contract so every summer 
Highlands either gets money back from 
Duke or pays money based its forecasted 
demand, estimated demand rate from Duke 
and an estimated energy rate.

“There are three components High-
lands has to true-up with Duke every sum-
mer. So now a fourth one will be added – 
this time itemized on the bill -- that’s going 
to be the coal ash cost,” he said. “Folks need 
to see the amount that is coal ash recovery 
money because if  Highlands’ rates go up the 
amount of  money folks have to pay to High-
lands goes up. They have to understand this 
doesn’t go to Highlands – it goes to Duke’s 
coal ash recovery,” said O’Donnell.

EPA costs vs. NC costs
There are two separate costs concern-

ing coal ash cleanup – EPA costs and NC 
costs.

O’Donnell said the $1 million projected 
cost to Highlands represents the costs to 
handle the cleanup both the EPA way and 
the North Carolina Department of  Envi-
ronmental Protection way.

“There are two different buckets and 
I maintain that North Carolina costs are 
much higher than the EPA costs. Duke 
doesn’t agree. But, Georgia Power sets aside 
$700 million for this sort of  thing and Duke 
Power has set aside $5.2 billion. Despite the 
age and size of  comparable coal plants in the 
two states, I still came up with 20-80 split 
– 20, EPA and 80, North Carolina –  a sub-
stantial difference,” he said.

Another client and O’Donnell have 
requested that a consultant be retained to 
separate the costs between EPA and NC. He 
said that request is sitting at the NC Utilities 
Commission right now.

Meanwhile, the same issue came up in 
South Carolina and its Office of  Regulatory 
staff  is looking to determine what cost dif-
ference there is between EPA and NC so 
when they file its rate case there, they will be 

on top of  it. So, SC understands there is a 
difference, which will help the NC Utilities 
Commission in its decision.

O’Donnell, who will be a witness in 
the case against Duke is basing his argu-
ment on precedent. 

“I say retailers and wholesalers pay the 
EPA costs but not the costs over and above 
the EPA costs.  Those were incurred when 
Duke spilled coal ash into the Dan River. 
Then the NC General Assembly reacted 
and passed all these new stringent guide-
lines which are stricter than the EPA guide-
lines which means more cleanup expenses 
for Duke,” he said. “But if  they hadn’t 
spilled the coal ash, then the NC guidelines 
wouldn’t be in place, so therefore they pay 
everything over and above EPA costs.” 

Commissioner Amy Patterson said if  
you read that settlement, Duke had plenty 
of  warning that this was going to happen

“Plenty of  warning and they didn’t do 
anything about it,” she said.

According to O’Donnell they did have 
warning and it wasn’t Dan River alone. 
They had two other plants they had prob-
lems with.

He said to be fair, what Duke did was 
industry practice years ago, which is why 
he doesn’t have a problem paying the EPA 
costs.

“What I have a problem with is paying 
above the EPA costs. So, to the extent that 
management caused the Dan River spill and 
that caused NC General Assembly rules to 
come into place … their stockholders ought 
to pay that and I’ve told Duke that,” he said.

If  there is a disallowance, O’Donnell 
said he doesn’t know if  money will be re-
funded or if  it will mean a reduction in fees 
going forward. 

“But Highlands will be treated in the 
same manner as Duke’s retail customers 
to the extent that the money collected will 
have to be given back or bills credited. 

Though the case won’t be settled with 
the NC Utilities Commission until the end 
of  FY 2017‑’18, Highlands customers will 
see an increase on their bills in July or Au-
gust of  2017 which will be appropriated to 
Duke’s coal ash cleanup.

Duke requires an answer from High-
lands by the end of  March. The contract 
will be amended to reflect the settlement 
offer and terms. Some of  the $10,000 origi-
nally set aside to litigate at the FERC in 
Washington will be used by an independent 
consultant to go over the wholesale clients’ 
contracts. 

Whatever is left will be sent back to 
Highlands. 

– Kim Lewicki

...DUKE continued from page 5
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Tuxedo and 
Men's Formal Wear Rental

The Exchange
322 Main St. & Oak St.
526-5029 or 526-1029

For Men

233 North 4th Street
Highlands, NC 28741

828.526.2083
ckswan.com
Just down from

Old Edwards Inn & Spa

ANT IQUES and FURNITURE

BOOKS   ART   JEWELRY
GARDEN    G IFTS    K IDS

SWAN
K

Dear Editor,
All citizens of  western 

North Carolina owe a big “thank 
you” to Mark Meadows and the 
Freedom Caucus bloc of  repre-
sentatives in the U.S. Congress. 

Thank you to Mark Meadows

...LETTERS continued from page 2
individuals support their sole 
opinion whereas a corporation, 
union or PAC represents the 
thousands of  people in their 
organizations.  

T h i s  an t i - cor pora t ion 
movement  i s  misdirected. 
Corporations large and small are 
the backbone of  our economy and 
culture. They contain the people 
who provide jobs, benefits for 
workers, profits for shareholders, 
produce goods and hire employees. 
Throughout the country corporate 
logos are emblazoned on stadiums, 
arenas, zoos, convention centers 
and parks making it possible 
and affordable for the facilty to 
exist.  Anyone who puts on a 
show, festival, ball, party or any 
fundraising event for a school, 

health issue, community or arts and 
culture knows that the first task is 
to get corporate sponsors to fund 
the event. So, who decides where 
the charitable and public facility 
money goes? It is the people who 
make up the corporation. Yes, 
along with other types of  support 
the people in corporations support 
politicians and political ideas on 
both sides of  the aisle. 

The We the People Campaign 
supports a ballot measure to 
deny corporations personhood. 
That idea is not supportable by 
those of  us who understand that 
corporations are groups of  people 
who make up the corporate entity.

Carol Adams
Glenville, NC

This group, led by Mr. Meadows, 
is responsible for the fact that 
those of  us who are not wealthy, 
who may have pre-existing medi-
cal conditions, who are elderly, or 
who are not covered by a group 

health care plan provided by an 
employer, can still—at least for 
now— purchase reasonably af-
fordable health care insurance. 

The withdrawal of  Speaker 
Paul Ryan’s American Health 
Care Act (Ryancare, or Trump-
care depending on your prefer-
ence) means that the Affordable 
Care Act will continue as the law 
of  the land “for the foreseeable 
future”, according to Mr. Ryan. 
President Trump has made it clear 
that he will not be bringing up a 
healthcare initiative again in the 
near future. Apparently he didn’t 
really have a plan in mind after all, 
in spite of  his campaign prom-
ises. The Freedom Caucus put a 
stake in the ground (and a stake 
through the heart of  the proposed 
legislation) over the fact that cer-
tain provisions of  the ACA would 
survive—it was not a sufficiently 
complete repeal for this group of  
radical right politicians.

And it appears quite obvi-
ous that the Republican Party, af-
ter seven years of  grandstanding 
votes to repeal what they termed 
“Obamacare” and which became 
a rallying point for resistance 

to anything that had President 
Obama’s or Democratic support, 
had absolutely no alternative plan 
or strategy to address health care. 
In spite of  all the complaining, and 
Trump’s empty promises during 
the campaign, nothing whatsoever 
had been done to develop a new 
way forward. 

Instead, Paul Ryan rushed a 
poorly conceived and hastily writ-
ten piece of  legislation to Con-
gress and tried to push it through 
before adequate analysis from the 
independent Congressional Bud-
get Office could be completed, 
and before sufficient debate on its 
provisions could take place. For-
tunately, there was enough push-
back from both the moderate and 
the ultra-conservative wings of  his 
own party that it wasn’t possible to 
ram it through quickly. And we all 
know the final result: even with all 
the arm-twisting of  house leader-
ship, and the support of  Trump 
(who apparently wasn’t very inter-
ested in the actual content of  the 
bill), there wasn’t enough support 
within the Republican party to pass 
the legislation.

Although the American 
Health Care Act was eventually ex-
posed as a relatively cold-hearted 
attempt to cut benefits, such as 
medicaid, that largely help the poor 
and the elderly, in favor of  huge 
tax breaks for corporations and the 
rich, it still wasn’t enough to satisfy 
Mark Meadows and the Freedom 
Caucus. Their insistence on even 
more severe cuts to benefits, up 
to or including complete repeal of  
the ACA, with no replacement at 
all, was the eventual undoing of  
the plan. Last minute deal-making 
to try to bring the Freedom Cau-
cus on board only drove moderate 
Republicans away from supporting 
the bill.

It’s ironic that it took such a 
debacle, amid the loud objections 
to the Ryan plan from all over the 
country, to make it clear to mod-
erate Republicans that their con-
stituents actually like many of  the 
provisions of  the ACA and would 
not appreciate being among the 
millions who would no longer be 
able to afford health insurance un-
der the Ryan/Trump proposal. Is 
it possible they realize that perhaps 
there is a role for government in 

overseeing our very complicated 
and increasingly costly healthcare 
industry?

Most Americans rightly be-
lieve that the United States has 
the best system of  laws and gov-
ernment yet devised. It is not al-
ways pretty to watch—and can 
be frustrating at times like these 
when partisanship seems to be 
more important than policy. 
Americans are frustrated with 
gridlock in Washington, and want 
change. But Americans want to 
see things get done—we want 
government to govern. That 
means providing national defense 
and security; it means providing a 
legal framework for society, and 
assuring the rights of  all as out-
lined in the Constitution; it means 
creating infrastructure, such as 
roads, bridges, railways and avia-
tion systems to support the civil 
and economic environment in 
which all can participate; and the 
majority of  Americans would 
agree it means providing certain 
social safety nets such as medi-
care, medicaid, and social security 
that assist vulnerable portions of  
our society.

To accomplish these objec-
tives, we send ordinary citizens 
to Washington to be part of  the 
House, the Senate, or even to 
be President. We expect them to 
represent all of  their constitu-
ents—not only those who voted 
for them—and we expect them to 
govern. That means working with 
fellow legislators on both sides of  
the aisle to find the best way for-
ward to serve the broad interests 
of  their constituents. Which in 
turn may mean working with leg-
islators of  different viewpoints; 
it may mean compromising from 
time to time. It seems certain that 
the only way forward now with 
our healthcare challenges—and 
for needed improvements to the 
Affordable Care Act—will be 
for moderate Republicans, will-
ing to accept their responsibility 
to legislate and govern, to give up 
the discredited idea of  complete 
repeal of  the ACA and to work 
with Democrats to find ways to 
preserve its critical benefits while 
assuring its sustainability. 

Will Mark Meadows and the 
• See LETTERS page 14
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Ongoing
• Indivisible Highlands, a non-parti-

san activist group, meets Thursdays, 5pm, 
at the Hudson Library, Highlands. Want 
more information? Call 770-823-0601.

• Movies at the Highlands Playhouse: 
Friday - Tuesday: 2, 5, and 8 pm. 

• Highlands Hurricanes Swim Team 
is open to all levels of swimmers ages 
6-18. Contact Coach Steve Hott at 828-
421-2121.

Mondays, May 29, July 3, and 
Aug. 7

• Botanical Garden Tour. 10:30 am - 
11:30 am. Free. All ages. At the Highlands 
Botanical Garden. Learn to identify and 
remove non-native invasive species from 
your garden and the surrounding forest. 

First Mondays
• Shortoff Baptist Church non-de-

nominational Men’s Meeting at 7 pm
Mondays
•At the Rec Park, High Cardio Zum-

ba Fitness with Certified Instructor Tif-
fany Austin at 5:25 p.m.

Mon. & Wed.
• Zumba with Mary K. Barbour at 

the Rec Park from noon to 1p. For more 
information, call 828.342.2498. 

Mon. & Thurs.
• The Joy Program at HUMC from 

11:30a to 1:30p. Includes a free lunch 
and a variety of programs and games. All 
seniors are welcome. For more informa-
tion, call Tricia Smith at 828-338-8167. 

Mon., Wed., Fri.

• Heart Healthy Exercise Class 
8:30am-9:30am at the Rec Park.

• Aerobics with Tina Rogers 8-9a.
Tuesdays
• FREE Community Table Dinner at 

the Community Bldg. at 6p. 
• The Beyond the Walls Book discus-

sion group meets at 4 PM at The Ugly 
Dog Public House. Each week a short 
story discussed.

• The Humanist Discussion Group 
meets every Tuesday morning from 
10:30-11:30a in the Meeting Room in the 
back of Hudson Library,

First Tuesdays
• The monthly family support group 

for those with family members, friends, 
or loved ones living with the challenge of 
mental illness meets at 7 p.m. at Memo-
rial United Methodist Church, 4668 Old 
Murphy Road, Franklin. For info call 369-
7385. 

Through April 1st Saturday 
At the Nature Center, First Satur-

days Citizen Science - All Ages • 10:30 
am – 11:30 am • Free

Come out and visit the Nature 
Center each 1st Saturday of the Month 
through the off-season. Each month visi-
tors can participate in a national citizen 
science project, Project FeederWatch, 
and help collect data on winter bird 
populations in Highlands. Basic bird iden-
tification skills will also be addressed. The 
Nature Center will be open 10:00 a.m. – 
5:00 p.m. on each 1st Saturday and bird 
watching will begin at 10:30 a.m. For info, 
call 828-526-2623

2nd and 4th Tuesdays
• OccupyWNC meets at the Jack-

son County Justice Center. For more in-
formation, visit www.occupywnc.org or 
call 828.331.1524

Third Tuesday
• The Macon County Poultry Club 

meets in Franklin on the third Tuesday of 
each month at 7pm. Meetings are open 
to the public of all ages. The meetings are 
held at the NC Cooperative extension 
office located at 193 Thomas Heights rd. 
For information call 828-369-3916.

Tuesday and Thursdays
• Zumba with Connie at the Rec 

Park 8:15 a.m. $5.
• Pickle ball from 11:30a to 1p in the 

gym at the Rec Park.
Wednesdays
• 49ers Bridge Club at the Rec Park 

at 8:45 a.m. Be seated by 8:30.
• Open Duplicate Bridge at 1 p.m. Be 

seated by 12:45 a.m.
1st Wednesdays
• Family Movies at the Hudson Li-

brary at 3:30pm. Call 828-526-3031 for 
titles.

3rd Wednesdays
• Recently released movies at Hud-

son Library at 2pm. Call 828-526-3031 
for titles.

Thursdays
• Storytime with Miss Deanna at 

Hudson Library 10:40 am. Open to the 
public. 

• Zahner Lecture Series at 6:30 
p.m. at the Nature Center. Free

• Weight Watchers support group 
meets every Thursday at 5 pm at Christ 
Church of the Valley. Call Lisa 828-506-
3555.

• NAMI Support Group for individ-
uals dealing with mental illness: depres-
sion, bipolar, schizophrenia, etc., and the 
family members of individuals dealing 
with these challenges from 7 – 8:15 pm. 
at First United Methodist Church Out 
Reach Center on West Main Street be-
side Bryant’s Funnel Home. Call Donita 
for more info (828) 526-9510.

2nd Thursdays
• Sapphire Valley Needlepoint 

Guild meets at the Highlands Rec Park 
at 10 a.m. 

3rd Thursdays
• Kidney Smart Classes in Franklin: 

from 4:30-6pm, Angel Medical Center, 
Video Conference Room, 3rd Floor, 
120 Riverview St. Contact Majestic 
828-369-9474

• Kidney Smart Classes in Sylva: 
from, 7:30am-9am, DaVita Sylva Dialysis 
Center, 655 Asheville Highway, Contact 
Sue 828-631-0430

Fridays
• 49ers Bridge Club at the Rec 

Park at 9 a.m. Be seated by 8:45 a.m.
• Open Duplicate Bridge at 1 p.m. 

Be seated by 12:45 a.m.
• Friday Night Live, 6-8pm in Town 

Square. Live music. Free
Saturdays
• At MountainTop Wine Shoppe on 

Main Street, free wine tastings from 1-3 
p.m.

• At The Bascom, Pottery Sale in 
the barn from 10a to 5p.

• Highlands Marketplace at K-H 
Park 8a to noon.

• The Bascom Knitters on the Ter-
race at The Bascom from 10 am until 
noon. In event of cold/rain, meet down-

•highLanDs area events•

Otto artist and jewelry artisan 
Sharon Ann Volker will  feature 
her art and jewelry creations at 
the Macon County Library on 
Siler Road in Franklin beginning 
April 1st  through the end of the 
month. A self-taught artist, Sha-
ron began working with pastels 
in the mid 1980s, experimenting 
first with the human form and 
then with a variety of still life and 
landscape subjects. More recent-
ly, Sharon has added nine original 
pieces to her portfolio, her most 
recent titled “Brigitte’s Boudoir.” 
Her work has been profiled in 
the Asheville Citizen-Times and 
the Macon County News and 
she has won gold and silver med-
als in a variety of competitions, 
including 2nd in the state of NC 
in 2007 at Senior Games, Silver 
Arts division.  

Local artist on exhibit at MC Library
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stairs in The Bascom Library room.
Fri., March 31
• Community Coffee at Hud-

son Library Meeting Room 11a to 
noon w/ Mayor Patrick Taylor on the 
topic“What’s up in Washington, Raleigh 
& Washington.” For more information 
call the Hudson Library at 828-526-
3031.

Fri., March 31
• The High Mountain Squares will 

host their “A Night with Elvis Dance”, 
Friday night at the Memorial United 
Methodist Church, 4668 Old Murphy 
Rd, Franklin NC from 6:15 to 8:45 PM.  
Bob &  Lorrie Morrison from Winder, 
GA will be the callers. Rounds & lines 
by  Mike McDonald &  Debbie McClain. 
We dance Western Style Square Danc-
ing, main/stream and plus levels. Every-
one is welcome. For information call  
828-342-1560, 828-332-0001 or 

Sun., April 2
• At PAC, Live via Satellite from 

Moscow, the Bolshoi Balley’s produc-
tion of “A Contemporary Evening” at 
12:55 p.m. Tickets are available online: 
www.highlandspac.org – at the door or 
by calling 828.526.9047. 507 Chestnut 
Street, Highlands NC

Sat., April 8
• At PAC, the MET Opera “Nabuc-

co” at 12:55. There will be a pre-opera 
discussion at 12:30pm led by Beverly 
Wichman. Tickets are available online: 
www.highlandspac.org – at the door or 
by calling 828.526.9047. 507 Chestnut 
Street, Highlands NC

Tue., April 18
• SIRI, 10:30-3:30 Cost $75/$85 

Instructor: Nigel Sixsmith To Register 
Call 526-8811 or www.clehighlands.
com

Fri., April 21 
• Eco-Tours: “Laughing Earth Gar-

den Tour” Ralph Waldo Emerson said, 
“The earth laughs in flowers.” What 
better way to celebrate Earth Day than 
a guided walk through Dan Pittillo’s 
wildflower garden in Cullowhee on this 
easy to moderate hike. Co-hosted by 
Highlands-Cashiers Land Trust and The 
Village Green. Reservations required. 
$35 donation for new friends includes 
the guided hike, lunch on the trail and a 
one year membership to Highlands-Ca-
shiers Land Trust, $10 for HCLT mem-
bers. To reserve: info.hitrust@earthlink.
net or 526-1111.

Sat., April 22

• At the Nature Ceneter, Earth Day 
Festivities - All Ages • 11:30 am – 4:30 
pm • Free. Celebrate our planet and 
learn what you can do to conserve its 
resources! Interact with local conserva-
tion organizations, learn more about our 
native wildlife, and participate in animal 
feeding programs. For info, call 828-526-
2623.

• Highlands and Gorge Road Clean-
up. Meet at the Highlands Visitor Center 
at 9 a.m.

Fri. & Sat., May 5 & 6
• At the Nature Center, Wildflower 

Whimsy - Friday, May 5, 5 – 8pm. Cost: 
$75 members; 828-526-2623

Sat., May 6, 
• At the Highlands Biological Sa-

tion, 10am – 2pm.$100 non–members 
Curious about the complex interactions 
be-tween these plants and their environ-
ment? Join us for Wildflower Whimsy to 
observe these re-markable plants and 
learn more about their diminutive world. 
All proceeds support the Highlands Bio-
logical Foundation.Speaker: Gary Kauff-
man, NC Fish and Wildlife Service

Fri., May 12
• Spring Wildflower Garden Tour, 

12:30-3:00 Cost $30/$40 Tour the spring 
garden of Dick and Judy Allison To Regis-
ter Call 526-8811 or www.clehighlands.
com

Thurs., May 12 
• “Blue Valley Overflow Trek” Join us 

as we partner with Chattooga River Con-
servancy on this easy walk through the 
Overflow Creek Wilderness Area. Our 
own botanist, Dr. Gary Wein, may even 
help you spot the imperiled Mountain 
Camellia tree that is sometimes found 
there. Co-hosted by Highlands-Cashiers 
Land Trust and The Village Green. Reser-
vations required. $35 donation for new 
friends includes the guided hike, lunch 
on the trail and a one year member-
ship to Highlands-Cashiers Land Trust, 
$10 for HCLT members. To reserve: info.
hitrust@earthlink.net or 526-1111.

Tue., May 16
• iOS for Beginners: The Basics for 

the iPad and iPhone, 10:30-3:30 Cost 
$75/$85 Instructor: Nigel Sixsmith. To 
Register Call 526-8811 or www.clehigh-
lands.com

Tue., May 23
• Vladimir Putin: New Czar or Last 

of a Dying Breed? 10:00-12:00 Cost 
$25/$35 Presenter: Niall Michelsen. To 
Register Call 526-8811 or www.clehigh-

lands.com
Tue., May 23
• iOS for Intermediate Users: Learn-

ing more about the iPad and iPhone, 
10:30-3:30 Cost $75/$85 Instructor: Ni-
gel Sixsmith. To Register Call 526-8811 or 
www.clehighlands.com

Thur., May 25
• iOS Delving Deeper: More about 

the iPad & iPhone, 10:30-3:30 Cost 
$75/$85 Instructor: Nigel Sixsmith. To 
Register Call 526-8811 or www.clehigh-
lands.com

May 26
• At the Nature Center, Salamander 

Meander - Ages 6-Adult • 9 pm – 10 pm 
• $5. Join herpetologists on a night search 
to observe some of the area’s salaman-
ders in the wild. Reg-istration is required. 
Don’t forget to bring your flashlight! For 

info, call 526-2221.
Tues.-Fri, May 30 – June 2, 
• Plants-a-Plenty Highlands Nature 

Center • 828-526-2623. Ages 4 - 6 • 9 
am – 11 am daily • Cost $75 per child. 
Highlands is a perfect place to investi-
gate plant biodiversity. Campers will be 
exposed to plant and tree basics while 
exploring in the Highlands Botanical 
Garden. From flowers to ferns, the fun 
is never-ending! 

Tues., May 30 
• Village Nature Series: Hungry Like 

the Wolf - Learning About Endangered 
Red Wolves with Ben Prater. Co-host-
ed by Highlands-Cashiers Land Trust 
and The Village Green. 5:30 PM, rain or 
shine. For more information contact the 
land trust at 526-1111 or info.hitrust@
earthlink.net.

The Highlands Performing Arts Center will screen Live via Satellite from 
Moscow, the Bolshoi Ballet’s production of A Contemporary Evening on Sun-
day, April 2nd at 12:55pm.  Music by: Benjamin Britten, Max Richter, Ludwig 
van Beethoven, Leonid Desyatnikov Choreography by: Hans Van Manen, Sol 
León, Paul Lightfoot, Alexei Ratmansky.  For one evening, the Bolshoi takes on 
a new challenge with audacity in Hans Van Manen’s  Frank Bridge’s Variations, 
Sol León and Paul Lightfoot’s Short Time Together and Alexei Ratmansky’s 
Russian Seasons. This encounter between some of the best dancers in the 
world and masters of contemporary choreography results in an outstanding 
synthesis of bringing Van Manen’s formal beauty, León and Lightfoot’s intensity, 
and Ratmansky’s witty brilliance to a new level.

The MET Opera’s Nabucco will be shown on Saturday, April 8th at 
12:55pm  Nabucco was originally broadcast in January, but Highlands was 
snowed out.  The MET has granted us permission to show it on April 8th.  
There will be a pre-opera discussion at 12:30pm led by Beverly Wichman.

Tickets are available online: www.highlandspac.org – at the door or by 
calling 828.526.9047.  507 Chestnut Street, Highlands NC

•highLanDs area events•

At PAC live via satellite 
The Bolshoi Ballet on April 2
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The
SUMMeR hOUSe
PORch & PaTiO FeaTURing

Open Mon‑Sat 9a‑5p (Sundays starting May 7)
2089 Dillard Road • 828-526-5577

email: summerhousehighlands@brmemc.net

(2 miles from Main Street)

www.summerhousehighlands.com

Kay’s Place & The Slipcover Chick 
have merged!

Featuring Custom Made Slipcovers  
and Home Decor...

Vintage Accessories and Collectables

Kay
828.421.3879

Whistle Stop Depot

Holly
828.342.1987

Please leave a 
message!

Highlands Road, Franklin (US 64 west)

Spring Home Improvement

(StatePoint) One of  
the simplest ways to make a 
big impact on your home’s 
exterior is with your front 
door. But if  you are tired 
of  the old standards colors, 
you’re not alone -- experts 
predict bolder trends this 
year.

“Exuberant hues will 
be popular this year as a way 
for homeowners to show 
the world their energy,” says 
Kate Smith, a color trend 
forecaster and president 
of  Sensational Color. “For 
those going for a classic 
feel, colors that are vibrant, 
yet at the same time, offer 
comfort, warmth and reli-
ability will reign.”

For homeowners look-
ing to express their “color-

ful selves,” consider select-
ing a paintable fiberglass 
door with a smooth finish. 
For example, those from 
Therma-Tru Classic-Craft 
Canvas Collection and 
Pulse, feature clean lines, 
crisp angles and attractive 
glass configuration options, 
and are ideal for adding per-
sonal expression to a home.

According to Smith, 
the top five door colors for 
the “exuberant homeown-
er” in 2014 include:

• Capri: A tropical blue 
that wakes up natural woods 
and neutral surroundings, 
this hue adds a splash of  
energy.

• Raucous Orange: 
This color demands atten-
tion with its energetic tone 

and makes the perfect punc-
tuation point for homes 
with a modern look.

• Dynamo: This flirty 
violet hue instantly updates 
traditional color schemes 
for a trendier home front.

• Relic Bronze: A deep, 
almost brown mustard col-
or, “Relic Bronze” reflects 
aged beauty.

• Quixotic Plum: This 
sophisticated deep purple 
is where trendy meets time-
less.

The top five door col-
ors for those following the 
more classic trend of  com-
fort, as identified by Smith 
include:

• Georgian Bay: Bright-
er than dark navy, this step-
above reserved blue is a 
trusted color when it comes 
to the welcoming message it 
sends to family and friends.

• Show Stopper: Like 
classic red at dusk, “Show 
Stopper” adds a touch of  
mystery to this bright hue. A 
slight spin on traditional red, 
this color warmly welcomes 
people to a home.

• Polished Mahogany: 
The deep, rich shade of  
brown has a staying power 
that traverses trends and 

captures a solid feeling for 
homeowners.

• Classic French Grey: 
Stepping out of  the shad-
ows to stand on its own, 
this cool, neutral grey will 
continue to rule the palette 
in 2014.

• Gulfstream: This 
bright, modern blue has an 
of-the-moment appeal. At 
the same time, it still feels 
rooted in something famil-
iar and nostalgic for home-
owners.

Whether you follow 
new trends or stick to tra-
dition, don’t forget to take 
your entire home’s exterior 
into consideration. From 
roof  to door, a “top down” 
approach can help you pick 
color combinations that are 
eye‑pleasing and flow natu-
rally to create curb appeal.

For tips on picking 
the perfect colors for your 
home’s exterior, including 
the front door, download 
a free copy of  Smith’s e-
book at www.thermatru.
com.

This year, don’t con-
form or be bored. With 
a paintable door, you can 
make fresh updates as of-
ten as you like.

New Color Trends in Home Exteriors
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Benjamin Moore Paints
Carpets

Wood Flooring
Tile

Wall Coverings
Window Treatments

Custom Closets

330 Dillard Road • Highlands • 828-526-3571
www.highlandsdecorating.com

Storefront • Plate Glass • Mirrors
Custom Shower Doors • Insulated Glass 
Custom Mirrors • Tabletops • Sun Rooms  

Replacement of Fogged Glass 
Insulated Units

(828) 349-0088
www.glassshoppe.com

David Lewis, owner
3145 Old Murphy Road

Franklin, NC

Three Angels Painting
• Pressure Washing 
• Interior / Exterior 

• Residential / Commercial 

Fully Insured • References Available
C a l l  J o s e  R i z e k  a t  8 2 8 - 3 3 2 - 1 3 1 1

Joe Morgan Custom Cabinetry
• Since 1984 • 

“Best Reputation in the area”

3D Computer Design
Kitchens • Living areas • Baths

www/jmcustomcabinetry.com
1617 Old Murphy Road., Franklin, NC

828-369-9902

Spring Home Improvement

(StatePoint) Whether 
you are building a new 
house or making upgrades 
on a current home, there 
is a lot to consider when it 
comes to flooring. It’s im-
portant to keep in mind that 
the choices available have 
changed in recent years.

Here are some things 
to know.

Choose Style
When people choose 

flooring products, they may 
be ruling out a large swath 
of  options because of  the 
associations they have with 
specific materials. For ex-
ample, you may not asso-
ciate vinyl with luxury but 
new products on the market 
are redefining vinyl floor-
ing, offering fashion-for-
ward high-quality products 
in striking elegant designs.

Ensure Durability
If  you love the look of  

traditional hardwood floors, 
consider all of  your options. 
New vinyl technologies are 

What to Know Before Replacing Home Flooring
allowing homeowners 
to get the same elegant 
style engineered to with-
stand the wear and tear 
to which wood is suscep-
tible. For example, Mo-
hawk SolidTech, a luxury 
vinyl tile, has a thick, rigid 
construction and planks 
that look and feel just like 
real hardwood, but are de-
signed to resist scratches, 
scuffs and indentation, 
and maintain stability un-
der heat and temperature 
change. The planks also 
fit together to create an 
impenetrable lock so that 
the floors remain water-
proof  and odor-free.
Consider Maintenance

Make sure the floor-
ing you opt for is easy to 
clean and requires very 
little maintenance. If  you 
have pets, you may want 
to consider getting extra 
protection with a special 
warranty designed for pet 
owners, such as Mohawk’s 

All Pet Protection and War-
ranty, which covers all pets 
and all accidents. More in-
formation can be found at 
MohawkFlooring.com.

Before making floor-
ing decisions, get savvy and 

weigh all your current op-
tions. These days, it is pos-
sible to find flooring prod-
ucts that combine style, 
durability and low mainte-
nance
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Have You Fixed Your
Dirt Crawl Space?

There are three things that destroy materials in general and wood in  
particular: water, heat and ultra violet radiation. Of those, water is by far 
the most destructive.

Protect your home from:
• Mold
• Bugs
• Structural Damage
• Smells & Odors
• Loss of Storage Space
• Radon Gas
• Rising Energy Costs

The earth in your dirt crawl space is the major source 
of moisture in your home! This moisture is carried 
up into your house from the natural upward air flow  
created from rising heat. 

Call for a FREE Estimate on the Dry Crawl Spaces 
Crawl Space Encapsulation System.

DryCrawlSpaces.com • 828-743-0900

Larry Rogers 
Construction Company, Inc.

Excavating • Grading • Trucking Trackhoe 
Backhoe • Utilities 

(828) 526-2874

• investing at 4,118 Ft. •

Susie deVille
Owner/BIC

White Oak Realty Group

The Arts Council of  Macon County will accept applications through May 1 for its 
annual $1000 Jinny Jones Arts Scholarship.  Guidelines and application forms are available 
from the Council or any Macon County high school guidance office.  Macon County resi-
dents of  all ages wishing to pursue a college degree in the performing, literary, or visual/
graphic arts, or in arts education may apply.  All applicants must submit to an in-person 
interview on Thursday afternoon, May 18.  The recipient is chosen on the basis of  talent, 
commitment, career aspirations, and financial need.

The scholarship was established in 1988 to help talented and deserving Macon County 
residents prepare for a career in the arts.  For more information contact any high school 
guidance office or the Arts Council, 524‑ARTS or arts4all@dnet.net.

Art Scholarship Applicants Sought About five weeks ago, 
I chose to begin a 
30-day experiment 

as a Vegan. Thirty days in, I 
was feeling so good physically, 
mentally, and spiritually, that 
I extended my experiment 
to an additional 30 days, plus 
also removed all caffeine, sug-
ar, gluten, and alcohol from 
my diet for the same period 
of  time. My friends jokingly 
asked, “What’s left?” – but, I 
knew I was on to something. 

I began noticing that I was no longer 
willing to tolerate anything that was not a 
complete fit with how I want to live my life, 
and I began making other positive choices. 
Among those changes was a highly-ener-
gized decluttering episode of  my home. To 
be sure, I am not one who typically has a 
lot of  clutter in my environment – I tend 
to operate in the other direction (donat-
ing/recycling/throwing away are some of  
my favorite pastimes). I got very clear on 
what I wanted to keep, and what I wanted 
to release. If  items were not used at least 
monthly, out they went.

In her book, The Magical Art of  Ti-
dying Up, Marie Kondo writes about what 
happens when you become very inten-
tional as to what you keep in your life. If  
an item does not bring you complete joy, 
or is not one you absolutely love, it goes. 
What remains are things that make your 
heart sing and lift your energy. Gone are 
the energy Hoovers and drags on your daily 
happiness. Kondo asserts this process has a 
magical domino effect on the rest of  your 
life, bringing you more joy and alignment in 
every aspect of  your existence.

Taking a nod from Kondo, I believe 
investors should apply the same principles 
to their real estate portfolios. That is, I ad-
vocate that investors should go through 
each and every holding and give it rigorous 
scrutiny. Outline your financial, lifestyle, 
and personal goals and apply the Kondo 
test to each property you own (whether it 
is a second home or a primary residence). 
I have developed a real estate performance 
calculator that facilitates this process, but 
for the purposes of  this writing, I’ll give 
you a simple set of  criteria:

Do you need to declutter your  
real estate portfolio?

1) How many days 
per year are we using the 
property? 

2) What are the 
true expenses to carry this 
property?

3) What are the 
hidden expenses to carry this 
property (for example, time 
spent on weekends/holidays 
fixing things and tending to 
lawns/gardens, and/or feel-
ing the odd pressure to use 
the property more often 
given your investment level 
when you’d actually prefer to 
spend your time elsewhere)?

4) Have you outgrown the property 
or need to downsize?

5) Is the area one that continues to 
call your heart (for example, many investors 
are leaving hotter, congested, coastal areas in 
favor of  cooler climates, less traffic and more 
peaceful communities)?

6) What is our cap rate if  using the 
property as a rental? What is our long-term 
upside in appreciation?

If  you determine after your analysis that 
the property doesn’t pass the Kondo test and 
is no longer a fit with your goals and objec-
tives, consider doing a 1031 tax-deferred ex-
change. You can sell the properties that do 
not fit and reinvest your sale proceeds, tax‑
free, in new properties (it must be a true, like-
kind exchange) that do fit. Please note: there 
are certain requirements that must be met 
when doing a 1031 exchange, and you will 
want an attorney, a CPA, a qualified interme-
diary, and your real estate agent working in 
concert to assist you throughout the process. 

Life is short. There is no better time 
than now to really get clear about what it is 
you want in your life, what it is you want to 
let go of, and what you want to bring in. Be 
certain that every property you own brings 
you immense joy and a great return finan-
cially. Perhaps you will also see magic appear 
in other areas of  your life as well.

• Susie deVille, ME, ABR, SFR, is Owner/Bro-
ker-in-Charge of  White Oak Realty Group. Her areas of  
expertise include real estate investments, niche marketing, 
social media, and strategic property positioning. An expert 
in entrepreneurship and anthropology, Susie applies her 
acumen in human behavior toward negotiating and advo-
cating on behalf  of  her clients. White Oak Realty Group’s 
sales office is located at 125 South Fourth Street in the 
heart of  the retail district in Highlands. For more infor-
mation, visit WhiteOakRG.com or call (828) 526-8118. 

“The question of  what you 
want to own is actually the question 
of  how you want to live your life.” 

~ Marie Kondo

Freedom Caucus be among those willing 
to work in a bi-partisan way to achieve a 
good result for a broad cross section of  
Americans? It doesn’t seem likely based on 
what we’ve seen on healthcare and so many 
other issues. Do they believe that their con-
stituents really want them to vote “no” on 
every bill that is not a big tax break for the 
wealthiest 1%, or a big cut to any spending 

programs that aren’t for defense or a border 
wall?

If  that turns out to be the case, re-
member it when you decide which citizens 
to send to Washington when election time 
comes around in 2018.

Dan Chasins
Cashiers, NC

...LETTERS continued from page 8
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COUNTRY CLUB PROPERTIES
Wright Sq. 828-526-2520 | www.ccphighlandsnc.com | ccp4info@frontier.com

Main Street Mtn. Fresh

• reaL estate snapshots •

Great family home just off a paved, state 
maintained road with a nice yard and rec-
reation court for outdoor living pluse 2-car 
garage. Huge living room with stone fireplace 
and bath, powder room, laundry room, huge 
master suite. Upper level features 3 bed-
rooms, office, large bath. Crow’s nest fea-
tures large room with built ins and a full bath. 
Offered at $485,000. mls #85176

Great family home with spacious layout. Main 
level living with oversized 2-car garage and guest 
bedroom. Open kitchen and living area with 
fireplace. Porch and patio. Large master suite 
with huge bath. Lower level family room, bed-
room & bath. Offered at $389,000. mls #85367

Completely remodeled and updated 3 bed-
room, 2 bath. Large master suite with his/
her baths, double shower. Large deck, burning 
fireplace, end of the road privacy! Waterfall! 
Adjoining lot available for sale. Offered at 
$725,000 mls #85410 3 bed, 3 baths and a loft. Views of Whiteside, 

Shortoff, the Fish Hawks, Billy Cabin and Flat 
Mountain. Stunning. Being sold furnished 
except for a few things. In town on Little 
Bear Pen Mountain. Huge deck Offered at 
$495,000. mls #85411 

Wildwood Mountain home loaded with 
custom features. Main level features wood 
floors and a flowing floor plan. Living room 
with stone fireplace and covered porch. Cus-
tom kitchen. Master suite and 2 guest rooms 
in the upper level and 2 baths. $399,000. Ad-
ditional lot available. mls #85417

Historic Joe Webb 2 bedroom 2 bath log 
cabin remodeled in 2016. New septic for 3 
bedrooms, lower level could be finished off. 
Great views. Original home built 1929-’32. 
Original bedroom and living room has wood 
burning fireplace, and dining bar area has gas 
fireplace. Offered at $595,000. mls #85267

French country home on over four acres 
with a view of Satulah Mountain. Two master 
suites; fireplaces in the kitchen, living room 
and screened porch; dining room, open deck. 
Family room and two more rooms down-
stairs. Close to town on Billy Cabin Road. 
Offered at $1,100,000. mls #80665

Mill Creek Village! Total remodel and walk to 
town! 3 bed, 3 bath home. One level living with 
a split floor plan. Living room has vaulted ceil-
ing and stone fireplace. Fully updated kitchen 
and separate dining area. Covered porch over-
looks small private yard. 2-car garage. Offered 
at $575,000.  mls #85272

5 bed 5 bath home in Highlands Country 
Club. Seller has golf membership. 45 KW 
Generator. Sophisticated irrigation system 
which allows full property irrigation Offered 
at $1,495,000. mls #85242

Chef’s kitchen, New wiring-electric upgrade 
to 200 amp, new heating, 30-yr. shingle roof, 
enlarged MBR, new deck. Propane HWH. Insu-
lated pipes. Public water and a view! Offered at 
$195,000. MLS #85055

2 bed 2 bath rondette is waiting for a new 
owner. Don’t miss this one at an exceptional 
price! Offered at $160,000. mls #84899

Cozy 3 bed 2 bath log home on over an acre 
of land. Open floor plan with hardwood floors, 
rock fireplace, skylights. Recently upgraded 
bathrooms. Open deck and screened porch 
with woods and mountain views. 10 minutes 
to town. Offered at $225,000. mls #84920

Own a piece of history in Joe Webb’s original 
farmhouse. Lovely grounds with garden spot, 
Pasture, and stable. Farmhouse is year-round 
living with many upgrades. 3 bed, 3 baths, 
study, screened porch with root cellar.  Of-
fered at $649,000. mls #84955

3 bed plus den 4 baths. Exceptional mountain 
view. Beautifully landscaped yard. Old moun-
tain charm on 4.71 acres with pond and great 
gardens. Offered at $1,150,000. mls #85028

Located on a nice level lot with good moun-
tain view. 3 bed 2 bath all on one level. Work-
shop and carport. Offered at $275,000. mls 
#85026

Great starter features 3 bedrooms and 3 baths. 
All on one level with a 2 car garage. Deck with 
easy access. Electric heat with a propane heater. 
Open living dining area. . Offered at $159,000. 
mls #85076
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Hospice House Foundation of  WNC 
(HHFWNC) recently announced that it 
has received a $50,000 grant from the 
Richard J. Reynolds, III and Marie M. 
Reynolds Foundation in Winston‑Salem, 
North Carolina.  The grant supports the 
construction of  a hospice inpatient facility 
in Franklin, NC. 

HHFWNC has made significant 
progress towards its mission of  bringing 
a Hospice House to the western NC/
northeast GA region:  

1. Certificate of  Need granted to 
HHFWNC and Four Seasons Compassion 
for Life1 by the State of  NC.

2. Established partnership with Four 
Seasons to manage day-to-day operations 
of  the future Hospice House (SECU 
Hospice House).

3. Purchased home on 2.8 acres in the 
town of  Franklin, NC – the site for SECU 
Hospice House.

4. Received $1 million challenge grant 
from NC State Employees’ Credit Union 
(SECU). 

5. Received $300,000 challenge grant 
from an anonymous individual.

6. Raised $1.4 million toward $5 
million project goal, in addition to the two 
challenge grants totaling $1.3 million.

7. Pre-construction engineering work 
has been completed or is in progress, 
including a survey of  the site for the 
future hospice house, the preparation 
of  construction documents, and the 
solicitation and evaluation of  cost estimates. 

1 Four Seasons is a not‑for‑profit, 
providing hospice care for 35 years.  They 
serve roughly 1,500 hospice patients 
annually in western North Carolina and have 
17 years of  experience in the development, 
management and operations of  hospice 
inpatient facilities. Four Seasons currently 
operates a 19-bed hospice house, Elizabeth 
House, in Flat Rock, NC (Henderson 
County) where they are based.  

SECU Hospice House, with six patient 
suites, will serve hospice patients from the 
six far western counties of  North Carolina 
(Macon, Jackson, Swain, Graham, Clay, 
and Cherokee), the Qualla Boundry, and 
northeast Georgia.  HHFWNC anticipates 
serving roughly 200 hospice patients per 
year.  All hospice patients requiring inpatient 
care and qualifying respite care, regardless 
of  their hospice provider or ability to pay, 
will be eligible for care at the future Franklin 
facility.

Hospice houses are dedicated to expert 
end‑of‑life care, as is their staff…without 
the additional responsibility of  providing 
curative care for other patients as is the 
case with nursing homes and hospitals.  In 
addition to pain and symptom management, 
hospice’s interdisciplinary team provides 
emotional and spiritual support for the 
patient and their loved ones.  Hospice 
houses help ensure life’s final journey is one 
of  peace, comfort, and dignity.  

Michele Alderson, President of  Hospice 
House Foundation of  WNC, expressed her 
excitement and extreme gratitude for the 
Reynolds Foundation’s generous grant.  Ms. 
Alderson cited the critical need for a hospice 
inpatient facility in the region, adding  that 
currently the closest hospice houses are 
well over an hour’s drive for most people in 
western NC and northeast GA.  

To learn how you can support this 
important community initiative, contact 
HHFWNC’s President, Michele Alderson, 
at 828-524-6375. Donations may be in 
the form of  cash, 3-5 year pledges, stock/
bonds, or planned gifts (bequests).  For 
cash gifts, make checks payable to: Hospice 
House Foundation of  WNC, P.O. Box 815, 
Franklin, NC 28744.  Donations may also be 
made on line at www.hhfwnc.org. Hospice 
House Foundation of  WNC, Inc. is a not 
for profit, 501(c)3; donations are entirely 
tax deductible.

Reynolds Foundation gives $50,000 to  
Hospice House Foundation

•biz/org neWs•

ASHEVILLE: Governor Roy Cooper 
today highlighted his proposed NC GROW 
(Getting Ready for Opportunities in the 
Workforce) Scholarship to help make 
North Carolina a Top 10 Educated state 
by 2025. Starting next year, good students 
who graduated high school with a 2.0 GPA 
or higher would get free tuition to any NC 
community college through the NC GROW 
scholarship. NC GROW would cover last-
dollar tuition and fees for students who have 
used up other financial aid options.

Touring Linamar’s Asheville location 
with representatives from Asheville-
Buncombe Technical Community College 
(A-B Tech), Governor Cooper also lauded 
workforce training programs working to 
ensure students are ready for a 21st century 
jobs.

 A-B Tech and Linamar have a strong 
partnership that shows how community 
colleges can work with local industry to 
train North Carolinians for available jobs. 
Since announcing an Asheville facility in 
2011, A-B Tech worked with Linamar to 
provide training programs through the 
state’s Customized Training Program. A-B 
Tech also has various short term 15-week 
training programs to place students and 
recent graduates into positions at Linamar. 

In fiscal year 2015‑2016, A‑B Tech trained 
149 people.

Expanding access to community 
college will benefit North Carolina’s 
economy. Since the recession, 95 percent 
of  newly-created jobs have required more 
education than a high-school diploma. 
North Carolina’s community college system 
provides high-quality workforce training 
that prepares students for the jobs of  today 
and tomorrow.

 In addit ion to the NC Grow 
Scholarship, Governor Cooper’s budget 
invests $18 million in workforce training, 
with up to $1,000 in financial assistance 
available per student to pursue non-credit, 
short-term workforce credentials.

 The Governor’s proposed budget 
makes other critical investments in education 
including early childhood education, K-12 
schools and higher education, with the 
goal of  making North Carolina a Top 10 
Educated State by 2025. His budget also 
includes an average 10 percent pay raise 
for teachers over the next two years, an 
annual school supply stipend of  $150 for 
each classroom teacher, and the Best and 
Brightest Scholarship to draw talented 
students into teaching.

Governor Cooper highlights NC GROW free 
community college scholarship proposal  

in Asheville

On Tuesday, March 21, a group of  
North Carolina state legislators filed a bill 
to implement a program that will change 
the economics of  energy and speed up the 
transformation to energy efficiency and solar 
energy in an effort to address the urgency of  
climate change on a meaningful scale.

The Efficient and Affordable Energy 
Rates Bill, H427/S236, directs the NC Utili-
ties Commission to implement a system of  
inverted, tiered-block rate structures for resi-
dential, commercial and industrial electrical 
ratepayers.  This type of  rate program has 
been successfully implemented in other states 
and nations to dramatically reduce state-
wide energy consumption while promoting 
new industries and creating thousands of  
well‑paying jobs in fields related to energy 
auditing, energy efficiency, rooftop solar and 
co-generation systems.  

 Inverted tiered-block rate structures 
provide lower rates and reward those who are 

NC State legislators introduce the 
‘Efficient and Affordable Energy Rates Bill

efficient in their energy usage.  Those who 
are wasteful and use more energy during the 
course of  each month will pay a higher rate 
as their consumption moves into the next 
higher tiered-block of  energy usage.

 In addition, the legislation creates an 
Energy Efficiency Bank that will provide 
low-interest loans to ratepayers for energy 
efficiency projects and rooftop solar energy 
systems.  The loans are administered through 
monthly utility bills, eliminating up-front 
costs for the home, business or industrial ef-
ficiency improvements. Monthly utility bills 
including the loan payments will be lower 
immediately, due to the lucrative savings in 
energy usage. Once the loan is paid off  the 
consumer realizes a dramatic reduction in 
monthly energy costs.

 “The Efficient and Affordable Energy 
Rates Bill outlines the economic mechanism 
needed to transform and modernize our 

• See ENERGY page 22
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•the ink pen•

Kathy Manos Penn

•biz/org neWs•

“It’s spring and there are 
babies everywhere. Baby birds, 
baby flower buds and baby 
people!” 

When I read that blurb 
in the Atlanta paper 
as a lead-in for baby 

products to buy, I smiled and 
thought of  my go-to baby 
gift—“Where’s Spot.”

Are you a Spot fan? If  you 
were born in 1980 or later, you 
were likely raised on the Spot 
books. Eric Hill’s books brought 
joy to a generation of  children, beginning 
with the first one, “Where’s Spot?” I 
discovered Spot, not as a child, but as an 
adult in search of  a book for a one-year-old. 
I gave the book to that child in 1983, and it 
became my go-to baby gift ever after. 

Though lift-the-flap books existed 
prior to the publication of  “Where’s Spot?“ 
that book popularized the concept for 
children’s books. The next few Spot books 
were all lift‑the‑flap style, but the author 
soon branched out into board books. Last 
year when I bought a baby gift for a friend’s 
first grandchild, I also found a snuggly 
stuffed Spot toy to accompany the books.

The first little girl I gave the book to 
was the oldest of  nine children, and I loved 
her Mom’s story of  reinforcing the flaps 
with clear packing tape so they would hold 
up as the book was passed down the line. I 
continued to give the book here and there 
and eventually stumbled across the 25th 
Anniversary Edition when I was headed to 
a baby shower. I was astonished to realize 
I’d been buying the book for so many years. 

 I was happy to hear Spot had become 
the favorite of  another friend’s grandson 
when I gave him the books a few years back, 
but it wasn’t until I got a thank you card this 
year that I learned just how popular Spot 
had been. These parents told me that they 
had both grown up with Spot and were 

Where’s Spot?
looking forward to introducing 
him to their newborn. 

It makes sense that children 
love Spot, as the author originally 
wrote and designed the Spot 
book to entertain his three-
year-old son. His son was so 
delighted with Spot that Mr. Hill 
went on to seek a publisher. In 
today’s world of  complicated 
books with interactive pieces, 
it’s hard to believe that it took 
some work to find a company 
that would take a chance on the 

flap concept. His puppy character soon won 
the hearts of  children everywhere. After the 
debut of  “Where’s Spot?” letters began to 
roll in requesting that the story continue. 
And so it did with Spot going to the park, 
having a birthday, celebrating Christmas 
and more. I had to laugh when I read that 
Mr. Hill had begun referring to himself  as 
Spot’s Dad.

Who knows what further adventures 
await Spot? He now has a baby sister, has 
learned to count and has been to the farm, 
and it looks like we’re well on our way to 
another generation growing up with this 
popular puppy. Not long ago, a friend in 
search of  a baby gift decided to go with 
“Where’s Spot,” thinking the newborn 
might already have today’s popular books, 
and this one would have a better chance of  
being a unique gift. If  you’re in search of  a 
gift for a newborn or toddler, try wrapping 
up a Spot book to make the whole family 
smile. 

***
Kathy Manos Penn is a Sandy Springs 

resident now happily retired from a corporate career 
in communications. Find her book, “The Ink Penn: 
Celebrating the Magic in the Everyday,” locally at 
The Molly Grace or on Kathy’s website at www.
theinkpenn.com. Contact her at inkpenn119@
gmail.com.

Construction of  three site‑specific 
sculptures at The Bascom Art Center is 
underway. Progress is aided by a recent 
material donation from Antique Reclaimed 
Lumber LLC, Nebo, North Carolina, and 
student volunteers from Western Carolina 
University.

The Bascom’s second annual Sculp-
ture Fellowship began on March 1. The 
Sculpture Fellow, Brooklyn‑based artist 
Eric Araujo, will construct two sculptural 
benches and one arching sculpture to signify 
the new rear entrance to The Bascom’s trail, 
near the Oak Lane trailhead of  the High-
lands Plateau Greenway.

On March 9, Araujo traveled with 
Bascom Director of  Community Outreach 
Will Barclift to the reclaimed lumber farm 
in Nebo. There, they were greeted by own-
ers Phillip and Michelle Price, who toured 
them through the heaping piles of  barn 
wood and metal scraps that constitute the 
20-acre property of  Antique Reclaimed 
Lumber – in addition to the Price family 
home, a lake, and a woodshop. Araujo and 
Barclift spent a full day selecting, stacking, 
sawing, and loading a substantial assortment 
of  lumber, which was given in-kind to The 
Bascom. Noteworthy in the inventory are 
five 2‑inch by 12‑foot live‑edge poplar slabs, 
one 3-inch by 12-foot live-edge ash slab with 
crotch, 300 board feet of  2-inch mixed spe-
cies wood of  varying widths, and 12 feet of  
16-inch by 14-inch beams. The donation is 
valued over $3,500.

Regional connections spur 
Bascom-Greenway Public Art Project 

From leftt: Eric Araujo, Phillip Price, and Will Barclift at Antique Reclaimed Lumber, Nebo, NC

Now that the lumber has arrived, The 
Bascom is seeking community assistance 
to prepare the materials and trail for con-
struction. Nine student volunteers from 
Western Carolina University’s Center for 
Service Learning have volunteered to as-
sist Araujo on March 29 in order to de‑nail 
and clean the boards. Participating students 
include Anabelle Cockrell, Emily Huff, Bri-
ana Jolly, Lauren Joy, Ross Lenard, Derek 
Moose, Taylor Samuels, Anna St. Onge, 
Nathan West, and Brendan Best. The WCU 
Center for Service Learning provides trans-
portation for students to travel off-campus 
to participate in reciprocal community en-
gagement initiatives throughout the region.

The Bascom and the Highlands Pla-
teau Greenway are seeking additional finan-
cial support from the community to under-
write the cost of  additional steel tubing and 
to pay for the artist’s incidentals.  Contribu-
tions made are eligible for naming and/or 
dedication opportunities and are 100% tax 
deductible.  To become a sponsor or vol-
unteer for The Bascom Sculpture Fellow-
ship please contact Director of  Community 
Outreach, Will Barclift at 828-787-2897.

The Bascom is a 501(c)3 led by a professional 
21 person Board of  Directors.  The Visual Arts 
Center focuses on providing excellent exhibitions 
with free admission; a robust education department 
which features classes and workshops for people of  
all ages; and an expansive community outreach pro-
gram.  For more information about The Bascom, 
please visit www.thebascom.org. 
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330 Dillard Road
Behind 

Highlands Decorating Center
828-526-4192

Complete Hair Care
including 

Hair Extensions
Massage Therapy

Hand & Foot Treatments
Body Treatments

Facials
including

Anti-Aging Celluma Panel
Personal Training

with Justin
Manicures,
Pedicures & 

Special Packages

Dr. Joseph H. Wilbanks, D.D.S.

706-886-9439 • 800-884-9439

278 East Doyle St. • Toccoa, GA

COMPLETE DENTAL CARE UNDER ONE ROOF.

You are only 50 miles away from 30 years experience in top-
notch, high-tech, one-stop dentistry known for its gentle touch. 

• Dental Implants • Root Canal 
Therapy

• SINGLE VISIT CROWNS! 
• Orthodontics including Invisalign  

• Wisdom Teeth Extractions 
and of course Fillings and Cleanings.

(IV Sedation, too)

www.WilbanksSmileCenter.com

•business/organization neWs•

Kenton David introduced speaker Carol Mullarkey, RN and Clinical 
Director, from the Smoky Mountain Pregnancy Care Clinic. The 
organization has two locations, both in Franklin and Cullowhee, NC. 
The clinics provide diagnostic testing to confirm pregnancy as well 
as emotional support to their clients. Appropiate referrals are made 
for medical care as needed.

Mission Health announces 
the launch of  a new initiative 
called Mission “My Care Now,” 
ensuring patients can access pri-
mary care services when they 
need it most – outside of  normal 
business hours and on the week-
ends – and with no appointment 
necessary. 

To avoid racking up medical 
bills at the emergency room, or 
long waits and higher copays at lo-
cal urgent care facilities, consider 
walk‑in care at Mission My Care 
Now. With four locations across 
western North Carolina, you can 
be seen for symptoms spanning 

colds and flu to minor injuries. 
You don’t need an appointment, 
and your bill will be processed as 
a primary care visit – saving you 
from those higher bills for emer-
gency or urgent care visits.

Locations and hours of  op-
eration:
 Mission My Care Now Angel, 

195 Franklin Plaza Drive,  
Franklin, NC 28734 

Monday–Friday, 8:30 am–5:30 
pm; Saturdays, 8 am–noon; 

Sundays, 10 am–2 pm
Call (828) 213-4444 or visit 

MissionMyCareNow.org for more 
information.

Mission Health launches  
‘Mission My Care Now,’  

walk-in access to primary care

In a statement today, AARP 
Executive Vice President Nancy 
LeaMond applauded the with-
drawal of  the House health care 
legislation that would have harmed 
millions of  older Americans and 
their families:

“The leadership’s decision 
to withdraw the bill from consid-
eration proves that the voices of  
Americans are very powerful. This 
harmful legislation would have 
added an Age Tax on older Ameri-
cans and put vulnerable popula-
tions at risk.

“Instead of  this harmful bill, 

we encourage Congress to focus 
on the issues important to older 
Americans and their families, in-
cluding: protecting and improving 
Medicare’s benefits and financ-
ing; providing access to afford-
able quality coverage; preventing 
insurers from engaging in dis-
criminatory practices; lowering 
prescription drug costs; providing 
new incentives to expand home 
and community based services; 
and strengthening efforts to fight 
fraud, waste, and abuse. 

 AARP North Carolina Di-
rector Doug Dickerson added, 
“North Carolinians would have 
been hit especially hard by this 
proposal. According to a study 
by the Kaiser Family Foundation, 
health care premiums would dou-
ble for people in many counties in 
the state accounting for too large 
of  a portion of  household in-
come. We thank those who stood 
firm for the affordability of  care. 

“AARP will continue to op-
pose legislation that would impose 
an Age Tax on older Americans, 
weaken Medicare, erode seniors’ 
ability to live independently be-
cause of  billions of  dollars in 
Medicaid cuts, and give sweet-
heart deals to drug and insurance 
companies while doing nothing to 
lower the cost of  health care or 
prescription drugs.”

AARP is glad health care bill failed

Advertising in Highlands 
Newspaper WORKS!

For information email 
highlandseditor@aol.com 

or call 
828-200-1371



Highlands Newspaper - Thurs., March 30, 2017 - 828-200-1371 - Page 19

Proverbs 3:5 • pLaces to Worship •
BLUE VALLEY BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Oliver Rice, Pastor (706) 782-3965

Sundays: School:10 a.m., Worship:11 
Sunday night services every 2nd & 4th Sunday at 7 

Wednesdays: Mid-week prayer meeting:7 p.m.
BUCK CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH

828-269-3546 • Rev. Jamie Passmore, Pastor
Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11 

CHAPEL OF SKY VALLEY
Sky Valley, GA • 706-746-2999 

Sundays: 10 a.m.:Worship 
Holy Communion 1st Sunday of the month 

Wednesdays: 9 a.m. Healing and Prayer w/Communion 
CHRIST ANGLICAN CHURCH 

Rector: Jim Murphy, 252-671-4011 
464 US Hwy 64 east, Cashiers 

Sun.; 9:30a Sunday School; 10:30a Worship w/ Music  
Mon.: Bible Study & Supper at homes - 6 p.m. 

CHRIST CHURCH OF THE VALLEY, CASHIERS
Pastor Steve Kerhoulas • 743-5470

Sun.10:45am, S.S 9:30am. Wed. 6pm supper and teaching.
Tues. Guys study 8am, Gals 10am.

CLEAR CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Jim Kinard

Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11a.m. 
1st & 3rd Sunday night Service: 7.p.m.

Wednesdays –Supper at 6 p.m. 
COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH
www.cbchighlands.com • 526-4685
3645 Cashiers Rd, Highlands, NC

Senior Pastor Gary Hewins  
Sun.: 9:30am: Sunday School

10:30am: Middle & High School; 10:45am: Child. Program,
10: 45am: Worship Service

Wed.: 5pm Dinner ($7 adult, $2 child), 6pm CBC U.
EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF THE INCARNATION

The Rev. Dr. Maurice L. Goldsmith, Interim Rector 
526-2968

Sundays: Education and choir rehearsal, 9 am, 
Holy Eucharist Rite II, (sanctuary),10:30, nursery available 

Thursdays: Holy Eucharist Rite II. 
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH HIGHLANDS

828-526-4153 • www.fbchighlands.org
Dr. Mark Ford, Pastor

220 Main Street, Highlands NC 28741
Sun.:Worship 10:45 am; Sun.: Bible Study 9:30 am

Wed.: Men’s Bible Study 8:30 am; Prayer Mtg 6:15 pm; 
Choir 5 pm

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Curtis Fussell & Emily Wilmarth, pastors 

526-3175 • fpchighlands.org
Sun.: Worship: 11 a.m.; School: 9:30

Mondays: 8 a.m.:Men’s Prayer Group & Breakfast
Wednesdays:Choir:5:30p

GOLDMINE BAPTIST CHURCH
(Off Franklin/Highlands Rd) 

Sunday School:10 am, Worship Service:11 am
GRACE COMMUNITY CHURCH OF CASHIERS

Non-Denominational-Contemporary Worship
242 Hwy 107N, 1/4 miles from Crossroads in Cashiers

www.gracecashiers.com • Pastor Steve Doerter: 743-9814
Services: Sundays 10am - Wed. - 7pm; Dinner - Wed. 6pm 

HAMBURG BAPTIST CHURCH
Hwy 107N. • Glenville, Nc • 743-2729

Pastor Nathan Johnson
Sunday: School 9:45a, Worship 11a & 7p, Bible Study 6p

Wed. Kidsquest 6p.; Worship 7p.
HIGHLANDS ASSEMBLY OF GOD

Randy Reed, Pastor828-421-9172 • 165 S. Sixth Street 
Sundays: Worship:11 

HIGHLANDS CENTRAL BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Dan Robinson

670 N. 4th Street (next to the Highlands Civic Center)
Sun.: Morning Worship 10:45 a., Evening Worship, 6:30 p. 

Wednesday: Prayer Service, 6:30 p.
HIGHLANDS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

Pastor Randy Lucas 526-3376
Sun: School 9:45a.; Worship 9:09,10:50.; Youth 5:30 p.

Wed: Supper: 5:15; youth, & adults activities: 6; Handbell 
rehearsal, 6:15; Choir Rehearsal 7. (nursery provided ); 7pm 

Intercessory Prayer Ministry 
HOLY FAMILY LUTHERAN CHURCH: ELCA

Chaplain Margaret Howell • 2152 Dillard Road • 526-9741
Sun: School and Adult discussion group 9:30 a.m.;  

Worship/Communion:10:30 
HEALING SERVICE on the 5th Sunday of the month.

MACEDONIA BAPTIST CHURCH
8 miles south of Highlands on N.C. 28 S in Satolah

Pastor Troy Nicholson, (828) 526-8425
Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11, Choir:6 p.m.

Wed: Bible Study and Youth Mtg.:7 p.m.
MOUNTAIN SYNAGOGUE

at St. Cyprian’s Episcopal Church, Franklin
828-524-9463

MOUNTAIN BIBLE CHURCH 
743-2583 • Independent Bible Church 

Sun:10:30 a.m. at Big Ridge Baptist Church,  
4224 Big Ridge Road (4.5 miles from NC 107) 

Weds: Bible Study 6:30 p.m.; Youth Group 6 p.m. 
OUR LADY OF THE MOUNTAINS CATHOLIC 

CHURCH
 Parish office (Father Francis): 526-2418

Mass: Sun: 11 a.m.; Sat. at 4p
SCALY MOUNTAIN BAPTIST CHURCH

Rev. Marty Kilby
Sundays: School –10 a.m.; Worship –11 a.m. & 7 

Wednesdays: Prayer Mtg.:7 p.m.
SCALY MOUNTAIN CHURCH OF GOD

290 Buck Knob Road; Pastor Jerry David Hall • 526-3212
Sun.: School:10 a.m.; Worship:10:45 a.m.; Worship: 6 p.m.

SHORTOFF BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Rev. Andy Cloer 

Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11 a.m. 
Wednesdays: Prayer & Bible Study:6 p.m. 

THE CHURCH OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD
1448 Highway 107 South, Office: 743-2359

Rev. Rob Wood
Oct-May: Sunday Services: Rite I, 8a Rite II, 10:30 

June-Sept: Sunday Services: Rite I, 8a, Rite II, 9:15 & 11a
Nursery available for Rite II services

Sept 6-Oct 25-Informal Evening Eucharist-5:30 p.m. 
Thursday: Noon Healing Service with Eucharist.
LITTLE CHURCH IN THE WILDWOOD

Beginning Memorial Day weekend
Horse Cove - Kay Ward 743-5009

Old-Fashion hymn-sing Sunday 7-8p. 
UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST FELLOWSHIP 

85 Sierra Drive • 828-524-6777  
Sunday Worship - 11 a.m. 

WHITESIDE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Rev. Sam Forrester/Cashiers

Sunday School:10 am, Worship Service:11 am

John 3:16• spirituaLLy speaking •

Rev. Dr. Francis Xavier Arockiasamy. Ph.D., (Physics) B.Th.
Our Lady of  the Mountains Catholic Church,

Work is an important activity in both our physical 
and spiritual lives. What is the need for doing 
work? Is there any purpose to working? Is it 

necessary or compulsory to work? Do you raise these 
questions in your life? There are answers. Every human 
being is called to work for one or more reasons: for 
survival economically, for supporting family or the needy, 
for physical exercise of  the body, for helping others. Let 
us enlighten our mind and heart on the spirituality of  work 
looking to physical science as well as to the Holy Bible. 

In Physics, work is the transfer of  energy to an 
object by the application of  force that causes the object 
to move in the direction of  the force. Work is calculated 
by multiplying Force by the Distance over which the force 
is applied.  The force used to accomplish work must be 
applied in the direction of  the object’s motion. The Work 
equation is as follows: 

Work  =  Force x Distance    (or )     W =  Fd.
In order to compare this physical law of  work to work 

in our spiritual life, let us refer to Creation in the Holy Bible. 
The book of  Genesis teaches, “In the beginning … God 
created the heavens and the earth”. (Genesis 1:1.) God is the 
external and internal force having a purpose of  creating all 
that is on earth and in the heavens. In addition, His creation 
was made with a purpose of  its own: to reflect God’s glory. 
Humanity fulfills this purpose when it loves and serves 
God. God also blessed humanity by giving Adam and Eve 
good work to do, saying, “Be fertile and multiply; fill the 
earth and subdue it”. (Genesis 1:28.) “The Lord then took 
the man and settled him in the garden of  Eden to cultivate 
and care for it.” (Genesis 2:15)

When Adam and Eve disobeyed God, they gave up 
the pleasant, productive, satisfying and rewarding work he 
had initially blessed them with. Instead they, and we, are 
cursed to hard, unpleasant, frustrating work just for survival. 
“To the man he said. ‘Because you listened to your wife 
and ate from the tree of  which I had forbidden you to eat, 
cursed be the ground because of  you! In toil shall you eat 
its yield all the days of  your life’”. (Genesis 3:17.) Because 
Adam and Eve disobeyed God’s word, hard work entered 
the life of  mankind.  

In the second letter of  St. Paul to the Thessalonians, 
Paul teaches on work saying, “… we instructed you that if  

Spirituality of Work

• See SPIRITUALLY SPEAKING page 21

colds and flu to minor injuries. 
You don’t need an appointment, 
and your bill will be processed as 
a primary care visit – saving you 
from those higher bills for emer-
gency or urgent care visits.

Locations and hours of  op-
eration:
 Mission My Care Now Angel, 

195 Franklin Plaza Drive,  
Franklin, NC 28734 

Monday–Friday, 8:30 am–5:30 
pm; Saturdays, 8 am–noon; 

Sundays, 10 am–2 pm
Call (828) 213-4444 or visit 

MissionMyCareNow.org for more 
information.



Highlands Automotive

Service
&

Repair

NC
Inspection

Station

2851 Cashiers Road • highlandsautomotive.com
828-787-2360

chestnut storage

Look for our sign!
10890 Buck Creek Rd. - 1/2 mile off Cashiers Rd near the hospital 

Storage Units Available
Secure 24 Hour Access

Easy In - Easy Out
Great Rates - Great Terms

Call today to find out why we’re
“Highland’s Premier Facility”

828-482-1045

Whiteside Cove  
Cottages

800-805-3558 • 828-526-2222

5 new log cabins 
nestled in the 

hemlocks on 25 acres at 
the base of Whiteside 

Mountain.

Allan Dearth & Sons
Generator 

Sales & Service, Inc.

828-526-9325
Cell: 828-200-1139

email: allandearth@msn.com

Larry Houston
Rock Work

Walls • Fireplaces • Patios • Piers 
All Rock Work • Stucco

(828) 526-4138 or (828) 200-3551

• Grading
• Excavating
• Driveways
• Build sites

• Hauling
• Septic Systems 

Edwin Wilson
Cell (828) 421-3643 

Office/fax (828) 526-4758
wilsongrading@yahoo.com 

• Residential or 
Commercial 

• Over 40 Years  
Experience 
• Fast and  

Dependable
• FREE Estimates

• FREE Pick-up and 
Delivery

American 
Upholstery & Fabric 

Outlet

(864) 638-9661 cell: (864) 710-9106

102 S. College Street • Walhalla, SC 29691
(Owners: Morris & Rachel Bible)
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MORALESPAINTINGSERVICES@GMAIL.COM

706.982.9768
828-226.5347

INTERIOR/EXTERIOR PAINTING • LAWN MAINTENANCE
HOUSE MAINTENANCE • QUALITY WORK

FULLY INSURED
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Highlands References...

Ron Griffith (828) 482-9309

”Signature processing solicited our business 
over 15 years ago. Back then, one had so many 
small processing companies to choose from with 
competitive rates and ample promises. What 
would set them apart in the long run was 
customer service. Ron doesn’t gain a contract, he 
builds relationships. Ron takes the guess work 
out of  ever changing technology and advises us 
what’s best for our business’s bottom line.”

         – Michelle Bears
  The Toy Store

• Interior
• Exterior

• Pressure Washing
• Drywall Repair

• Window Cleaning
• Gutter Cleaning

• Deck Repair
riospainting0864@gmail.com 

Find us on FaceBook
Owner Elias Rios

Fully Insured • 706-982-0864

GALAXY Painting  LLC
Pro

Maria & Jose Rojo • 828-508-0488 • 828-508-2928
pro.galaxy@outlook.com 

Coloring Your Universe
Interior • Exterior

Residental • Commercial
Staining • Pressure Washing

Free Estimates • Insured

• Interior and Exterior Painting
• Pressure Washing

• House Maintenance
• Drywall Repair

• Deck Repair
Quality Work • Fully Insured

Lupe Gonzales
avpintura@gmail.com

828-332-1539 or 678-873-2927

anyone was unwilling to work, neither should that one eat” 
(2 Thessalonian 3:10.). St. Paul tells us, too, to work hard 
for the ministry of  God. 

We see in the New Testament of  the Bible that, in his 
early years, Jesus himself  worked with his earthly father, 
Joseph, in the job of  carpenter. Jesus also asks us to work for 
the kingdom of  God. He places importance on work. Most 
important, though is that Jesus came to do the redemptive 
work of  God (Luke 4: 18-21). The core of  spirituality of  
His work is to bring back all the people to God. 

Physical work, then, is a permanent feature of  
humankind’s design and destiny. Work was initiated in the 
Garden of  Eden and it will continue in the next age. Our 
mandate is to do the work in a manner that glorifies God. 
This is the spirituality of  work in human life. 

The work of  God is to apply His creative and 
sustaining force on mankind multiplied by the distance in 
the relationship between Him and humanity. This force-
times-distance is the core of  spirituality on mankind. In 
a sense, those who are open to God require less work in 
His part.

In summary, the physics of  spirituality consists of  the 
ascending level of  human consciousness of  God’s presence 
in ourselves and in the work of  Creation. God promised 
mankind to send a redeemer, Jesus Christ the Son of  God. 
Jesus did the work of  redemption to eliminate the factor 
of  Distance bringing humankind back to God. 

...SPIRITUALLY SPEAKING 
continued from page 19

drastically cut or eliminate altogether programs and initia-
tives that are critical to the economic health of  North Caro-
lina communities from Appalachia to the Outer Banks.

Macon County Commissioner Ronnie Beale believes 

...TRUMP from page 1 the impact to Macon County would be widespread, with 
President Trump’s proposed budget impacting everything 
from regional economic development initiatives to the pub-
lic school system. 

“The first budget proposal we have seen will impact 
several areas in Macon County,” said Beale. “From a local 
perspective, not even a political perspective, people in ru-
ral areas across the country, in places like Macon County, 
should be paying attention to this budget and the effect it 
could have.” 

Beale noted that one of  the most significant cuts to 
impact WNC and Macon County would be proposed cuts 
to the Appalachian Regional Commission (ARC), an orga-
nization that has been around since 1965. 

Trump’s budget proposes eliminating ARC, an inde-
pendent agency set up “to address the persistent poverty 
and growing economic despair of  the Appalachian Region.” 

Since October 2015, the ARC has invested $175.7 mil-
lion in 662 projects around the region, with a dispropor-
tionate focus on “distressed” counties and coal towns. The 
organization provides grants for everything from highways 
to broadband infrastructure. According to Beale, most re-
cently the ARC provided Macon County with grants to ad-
dress affordable housing needs in the community. 

Beale noted that the Southwestern Commission 
passed a resolution on Monday night opposing the budget’s 
proposal of  eliminating the ARC because of  the vital im-
portance it plays in WNC. 

While Trump’s budget would impact public housing 
across the country, Beale said the proposed cuts to the Pub-
lic Housing Capital Fund will directly impact programs in 
Macon County such as the weatherization program. 

Nationally, as many as 20–30 million U.S. families are 
eligible for weatherization services. The program enables 
low-income families to reduce their energy bills by mak-
ing their homes more energy efficient. Funds are used to 
improve the energy performance of  dwellings of  families 
in need, using the most advanced technologies and testing 
procedures available in the housing industry. Trump’s bud-
get would mean eliminating the program locally. 

The budget also proposes $6 million in cuts to the 
Housing and Urban Development, something Beale said 
would impact low-income families and senior citizens in 
Macon County. 

“Our low-income families and our senior citizens de-
pend on the federal rental assistance programs through 
HUD and any cuts to that would directly impact those 
groups here in Macon County,” said Beale. “Cutting those 
programs would have a huge effect in Macon County and 
on our residents.” 

Trump’s proposed cuts to Community Block Grants 
would impact programs such as Meals On Wheels which 
regularly depend on those federal funding programs. 

“The three percent cut to Meals and Wheels — we 
aren’t sure if  that’s a straight cut or how it would be applied 
‑‑ but for our Meals On Wheels program to continue to 
grow at a rate we never expected, any cut would be detri-
mental,” said Beale. “We don’t know how that cut would 
translate into dollars, but we do know that it would be sub-
stantial.” 

Another area Beale is concerned about is public edu-
cation and a shift in funding for charter schools of  public 

• See TRUMP page 22
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HELP WANTED
PART TIME HELP NEEDED.  

RETAIL.  Working knowledge of com-
puters a plus.  Customer Service and 
ability to think on your feet is an added 
plus.  Flexible Hours.  Seasonal but could 
become year round. Contact by text  615-
400-5498 or email:  colleenk959@gmail.
com  (st. 3/30)

BISTRO ON MAIN is now looking 
for experienced, enthusiastic, and ener-
getic employees for our highly successful, 
fast-paced Bistro. We are currently hiring 
ALL positions: experienced prep and line 
cooks, dishwashers, servers, buspersons, 
and hosts. Call 828-526-2590 for more 
information. (4/13)

HAVE OPENING FOR WAIT-
STAFF AND DRIVER for transpor-
tation. Please apply at Chestnut Hill 
in Highlands, NC, 24 Clubhouse Trail, 
(828)526-5251. (st. 3/9)

FURNITURE MAKERS/TRIM 
CARPENTERS/CABINET IN-
STALLERS for full-time work in High-
end cabinet shop in Highlands, NC. Please 
send resume to: info@warthconstruc-
tion.com. (st. 3/2)

WOLFGANGS RESTAURANT 
looking for experienced waitstaff, bar-
tender and bus person. Call Jacque at 
828.526.3807 (st. 3/2) 

FT, YEAR-ROUND.  Subdivision 
Maintenance Tech & Grounds.  Work 
areas:  roadside trimming, mowing, com-

mercial water and sewer system utilities 
maintenance.  Mechanical familiarity pre-
ferred. Full benefits.  Pay range depends 
upon experience.  Call 828-526-2203 for 
information. (3/30)

HIGHLANDS INN & HIGH-
LANDS INN LODGE now accept-
ing applications and interviewing for all 
positions. Front Desk, Housekeeping, 
Maintainence, Night Audit, Breakfast Host 
& cook. Full time and part time available. 
Call 526-5899 for appointment or stop by 
96 log cabin lane for application. Resumes 
or questions may be emailed to sales@
highlandsinnlodge.com. (st. 2/16)

MOUNTAIN FRESH GROCERY 
is hiring a full-time, experienced line cook. 
Also hiring a breakfast cook and Deli posi-
tions Please come in person to 521 east 
Main Street in Highlands to apply or call 
828-526-2400 

EXPERIENCED ELECTRICIANS 
NEEDED. Call 828-526-5147. (st. 11/22) 

WANTED
U.S. AND FOREIGN COINS. Call 

Dan at 828-421-1616. (4/20)
ROOMMATE WANTED. Scaly 

Mountain Home. $500/month. Pets Nego-
tiable. (610)955-9356. (3/30)

RESIDENTIAL/COMMERCIAL 
FOR RENT

ONE BED/ONE BATH, furnished. 
All utilities paid. Call 828-371-0829. (st. 
1/12)

SMALL OFFICE SPACE for rent, 

near the Bascom. Year lease, $435/mo. 828-
526-5558. (st 3/30)

UPDATED 2BD/2BA COTTAGE. 
10 minutes to Main Street. EZ access 
year round--just off Dillard Road. Spa-
cious floor plan, fully designer -furnished, 
totally-stocked kitchen, Central heat, large 
deck, private yard. Tenant pays gas/electric 
(energy-efficient windows/doors). No 
Smokers. No Pets. Available year- round 
$1,000. Month/ $1,000 deposit. Call 615-
243-2006. (st. 3/16)

WAREHOUSE FOR RENT. Christ 
Church of the Valley. 3,400 sq. ft. heated or 
unheated. 118 Hwy. 64 East, Cashiers, 743-
5400 (st. 3/9) 

CASHIERS/SAPPHIRE - Furnished 
3 Bed/ 3 Bath home. Year round Mountain 
Views. Yearly lease 1,700. per month. (561) 
346-6400. (st. 3/23)

ITEMS FOR SALE

MANUAL WHEELCHAIR 24” 
wide supports 500 lbs $200. In Franklin. 
Call 954-592-1377. (st. 3/30)

ELECTRIC ADJUSTABLE HOS-
PITAL BED. $200. In Franklin. Call 954-
592-1377. (st. 3/30)

SERVICES 
HANDI-MAN – Electrical, plumb-

ing, painting, carpentry, yard work. CAll Al 
at 828-332-7271 or 828-369-6245. (3/9)

HIGH COUNTRY PHOTO/
KEVIN VINSON: scanning photos, slides 
& negatives to CD or DVD for easier 
viewing. Video transfer to DVD. Everything 
done in house. Leave message at 828-526-
5208. (st. 3/16)

MOLD AND MUSTY SMELL IN 
YOUR HOME? Call for free inspection. 
828-743-0900.

DEVELOPMENT FOR SALE

Builders/Developers 
Highlands

Investor Opportunity
See Drone Video at

www.fallingwatersnc.com
828-508-9952

•cLassiFieDs•

electrical energy system to meet the de-
mands of  our climate-challenged future,” 
explains Avram Friedman, the Executive 
Director of  The Canary Coalition. “We’re 
moving in this direction anyway, but this 
legislation provides a framework to smooth 
the pathways and speed up the process.  
Inverted rates combined with low-interest 
loans for investment in efficiency make the 
transition profitable and easy for everyone, 
while generating jobs and ushering in a new, 
prosperous green-energy economy for our 
state. This is a no-brainer. It’s a non-partisan, 
pro-business, pro-people approach to mod-
ernizing our energy system and addressing 
climate change in a comprehensive manner.”

...ENERGY continued 
from page 16

Service Directory:
$17/wk BW

$22/wk color
Classifieds:

$6 for 10 words; 20 cents each 
additional word.

$2 highligh/$5 photo
email: highlandseditor@aol.com

education. 
‘When those charter schools turn stu-

dents away for whatever reason, or operate 
with no accountability and not having to an-
swer to anyone, public schools are going to 
be the ones to open their doors and accept 
those students, but there won’t be funds in 
the budget to adequately do it,” aid Beale. 

Trump’s budget cuts funds to after-
school programs and according to Beale, de-
creases funding for teacher training, some-
thing he believes is essential. 

“We have great teachers here in Macon 
County and that is partially because of  the 
federal dollars and programs for teacher 
training that is now being proposed to be 

cut,” said Beale. We need those funds to 
continue to retain quality teachers and to 
educate our students.” 

“This isn’t a political opinion,” said 
Beale. “We anticipate that this budget will 
go through a lot of  cycles and we anticipate 
a lot of  changes; but everyone in Macon 
County needs to be paying close attention 
because it affects a lot of  our folks, espe-
cially our lower income citizens, our elderly, 
and our students. We are also worried that 
cuts on the federal level will be passed down 
to the state which becomes something the 
county is going to have to make up for, and 
we just don’t have the money do that.” 

...TRUMP continued from page 21
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Main St, Oak Square,  
Mon-Sat, 10-5 

Sun. 12-4

Oriental Rug 
Gallery

526-5759

Main Street Inn & Bistro 
828-526-2590 • mainstreet-inn.com

“Ace is the Place.”

At Main & 3rd streets
Highlands 526-2157

Hardware
Reeves

3

www.highlandsiscalling.com
828-526-3717 

11

1

Country Club Properties
“Your local hometown 

Real Estate professionals.”
3 Offices 828-526-2520

www.CCPHighlandsNC.com

2

33

“Artfully uniting extraordinary properties  
with extraordinary lives.”

114 N. 4th Street • Highlands, NC

sheryl.wilson@sothebysrealty.com • highlandssir.com

David K. Bee
Broker 
828-526-1762 (Office)
828-421-6607 (Cell)
davidkbee@gmail.com

Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices 
Meadows Mountain Realty

www.highlandsncproperty.com

“Highlands is calling  
and I must go.”

Sheryl Wilson office: 828.526.8300 • cell: 828.337.0706

BRIAN RENFRO
828-226-0118
brianrenfro@gmail.com
www.brianrenfro.com

11

40
2

2

2 1

12

10

5

6

6

7

13

8

13

4
13

9

13

Suzanne McDavid
Broker

cell: (678) 276-6133 • Off: (828) 526-8300

ANDREA 
GABBARD

Meadows 
Mountain Realty

Luxury Sales

Cell:
828

200-6742
AndreaGabbard 

@gmail.com

33

41 Church Street
Highlands, NC
(828) 526-1717

SILVER EAGLE 

349 Main Street, Highlands, NC
828.526.5190 silvereaglegallery.com

Native American Jewelry
  Crystal & Gem Gallery

401 N 5th St., Highlands



www.firemt.com • (800) 775-4446

Cashmere
Scotland’s Best Knitwear

MCCULLEY’S

“Top of the Hill”

242 S. 4th St.

Open 7 days a week
526-4407

pat.f.allen@gmail. com 

#1 Broker 
Highlands/Cashiers  

2010-2016 per  
HCMLS 33

Pat Allen 
Broker-in-charge

Cell: 828-200-9179 
Office: 828-526-8784

www.patallenrealtygroup.com 

Jody Lovell
828-526-4104

828-526-8784
295 Dillard Road

828-526-2338

30 ...on the Verandah 
Restaurant

on Lake Sequoyah

www.ontheverandah.com

BROKERS:
Julie Osborn
828-200-6165

Sherman Pope 
828-342-4277
Cy Timmons 
828-200-9762

Steve Sheppard
404-219-1349

Open Year-Round – Closed Wed.
343-D

Main Street.
526-4035

www.wildthymegourmet.com

Lunch daily 
11a-4p
Dinner
at 5:30p

except Sun.Closed Wednesday

Open
7 Days a Week.

10a to 4p

Paoletti
Join us for our 33rd year!
Serving Dinner from 5 p.m.

beginning April 6, 2017
Closed Tuesday & Wednesday

Please call for reservations.
526-4906

www.highlandssir.com

 5

7

8

9

6

Open for 
Dinner 

Tues. - Sat.
in MARCH

40

•
•

Call Now! (828) 371-2079 | InnovationandCreativityInstitute.com

125 South 4th Street • Highlands, NC • Office 828.526.8118 • WhiteOakRG.com

Invest in an extraordinary experience

Tell us your hopes 
and dreams....

We’ll make them 
come true!


