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Highlands Sotheby’s International 
Realty offers an unparalleled customer 
experience and our affiliation with the 
Sotheby’s brand opens extraordinary 

resources for our clients.

Holiday Sale 

•See LITERACY page 12

Heavy wet snow wrecked mayhem 
this weekend in Highlands

The porte cochere at the Performing Arts Center on Chestnut Street fell victim to the heavy snow that started 
falling late Saturday afternoon and continued through Monday. 			       – Photo by Jim Lewicki

No one knows if  this is an 
emerging pattern or just coincidence, 
but winter storm Diego dropped up 
to 14 inches in Highlands and Ca-
shiers Saturday through Monday, Dec. 
8-10, mimicking winter storm Benji 
that dropped 15 inches of  snow in 
2017, Dec. 7-9.

“The biggest difference between 
this event and others in the past that 
I have seen is how heavy the snow 
was this time,” said Fire Chief  Ryan 
Gearhart. “Roofs and awnings col-
lapsing, rhodos weighed down onto 

the roads.”
Citizens in various areas of  town 

and outside the town limits – which are 
under Duke’s or Haywood’s purview –
were without power for 12 hours or 
more just to have it come on and go 
out again over the three-day period.

“When power went out again 
today [Monday] after having just re-
covered from not having power for 
12 hours, I just cried,” said one citizen 
who lives in town. “I can camp on the 
ground in a tent and climb six miles up 
to stay in a cabin without facilities, but 

I was just miserable during this storm.”
“Slick roads and ice accumulat-

ed on trees and limbs that broke off  
caused outages at a rate almost faster 
than crews could fix them,” said Public 
Service Director Lamar Nix. 

To help, Nix hired two contract 
electric crews who arrived Sunday. 

“As of  Monday morning, power 
was back on for some while crews con-
tinue to work on the rest,” he said.

Gearhart said his department’s 
calls ran the gamut of  downed trees, 

Thanks to its successful pro-
grams, the Literacy Council has 
outgrown its space in the Peggy 
Crosby Community Center. Its 
new home will be in the old post 
office building in Highlands Plaza 
next to Bryson’s Food Store.

At the beginning of  2017, 
The Literacy Council underwent 
new management. Each program 
was carefully evaluated and re-
structured to ensure effectiveness 
and a strong impact for its par-
ticipants. The newly structured 
programs proved to be incredibly 
successful. 

The Literacy Council 
has a new home

Within a year, the after-
school programs had a 700% 
increase in participation; English 
as a Second Language (ESL) a 
1,100% increase; GED a 400% 
increase; and individual tutoring a 
300% increase. 

New programs, such as the 
Senior Book Exchange and a 
read-to-dogs program were de-
signed and implemented with 
great success as well. 

News about the programs 
quickly spread and the programs 
filled, generating lengthy wait-lists 

At the November Town 
Board meeting, commissioners 
gave the nod to exploring the pos-
sibility of  Highlands becoming a 
Blue Zones Community® 

What’s a Blue Zones Com-
munity®? It’s literally a happy 
place where people eat healthy, 
exercise, enjoy their friends and 
community and live productively 
to a ripe old age.

Specifically, it’s an area in 

which citizens, schools, employ-
ers, restaurants, grocery stores, 
and community leaders come to-
gether to optimize residents’ lon-
gevity and well-being by impacting 
environment, policy, and social 
networks – which makes healthy 
choices easier.

Blue Zones founder Dan 
Buettner is a National Geographic 
Fellow and New York Times best-

Highlands and Blue Zones
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Highlands Mayor
Patrick Taylor

Last week, State Attorney 
General Josh Stein said he 
wants to see changes in the 

proposed sale of  Mission Health to 
HCA Healthcare to ensure the in-
terests of  Western North Carolina 
residents are protected.

Specifically, he is asking three 
things: 

Are the provisions to ensure 
continuation of  specific health care 
services at Mission Hospital and the 
five rural hospitals in the system are strong 
enough?

Is the roughly $1.5 billion HCA propos-
es to pay enough?

Will the board of  the foundation to get 
money from a sale be diverse and truly repre-
sentative of  WNC?

Residents and government officials in 
communities served by smaller hospitals in 
the Mission Health system – including High-
lands Mayor Pat Taylor and Franklin Mayor 
Bob Scott – are pushing for more assurances 
that their communities won’t be shortchanged 
if  the system’s proposed sale to HCA Health-
care goes through.

I recently wrote AG Stein outlining my 
recent experience at H-C Hospital as it per-
tained to ambulance wait-time.

I sent him the Oct 25 issue in which I 
published the letter I sent to HC Hospital 
President/CNO Jackie Medland, MC Emer-
gency Services Director Warren Cabe, MC 
Commission Chair Jim Tate, MC Commis-
sion Vice Chair Ronnie Beale, HC Hospital 
Foundation Board Member Sam Lucas, MC 
Manager Derek Roland and Mayor Pat Taylor 
on Wednesday, Oct. 17 pertaining to the woe-
ful access to ambulance service in Highlands.

I also sent him the Nov. 1 
edition where many letters-to-the-
editor told of  similar experiences 
and expressed concerns regarding 
timely, quality health services avail-
able at the H-C Hospital.

The purpose of  my letter was 
not to reiterate what happened to 
me, but rather, using it as an exam-
ple, suggest that he insist that the 
surgical unit Mission shut down at 
H-C Hospital more than five years 

ago be reopened at least as an ER surgical 
unit. Such a move would mean money for 
the hospital which would likely guarantee its 
future.

I wrote in part:
“The mayor says he doesn’t want ser-

vices to deteriorate – unfortunately, they al-
ready have. I am writing to see if  you have 
any leverage to reverse the process as part of  
the HCA/Mission deal.

“Highlands is a very affluent town that 
is home to year-round and second-home 
owners.

“It’s our tax money that fuels Macon 
County.

“I recently had an emergency appen-
dectomy – which ended up being a burst ap-
pendix.

“Once I got to the place of  treatment, 
all went well. That isn’t the issue.

“The issue is once diagnosed, I had to 
wait three hours for an ambulance to take me 
20 miles down the mountain to Angel Medi-
cal Center in Franklin where “little” surgeries 
are now done.

“The reason for this is about five years 
ago, Mission closed the surgical unit in High-

AG Stein can demand sustainable healthcare

This past weekend we were 
all victims of  that frus-
trating winter storm. Our 

town electric crews were the most 
frustrated. With the constant fall-
ing trees, limbs and power poles, 
they struggled to keep the power 
grid operative. When one line was 
put back up another would fall. I 
want to thank them for all their 
hard work and long hours of  ser-
vice. Their work is dangerous, es-
pecially in storm conditions, and I 
always worry about their safety. I also want 
to thank all the town crews and staff  that 
worked beyond the normal call of  duty dur-
ing this unique winter storm.

Tonight we have a Town Board meet-
ing at the Highlands Community Center 
next to the ball field. The meeting begins 
at 7 pm with an opening public comment 
period. 

The board will hold a public hearing 
concerning a loan to finance the construc-
tion of  the aerial portion of  the fiber optic 
network. After this hearing, the town will 
seek permission from the NC Local Gov-
ernment Commission to take out the loan. 
The loan and approval process will take 

several months before construc-
tion can begin.

The board will hear a report 
from Cassie Wilson of  Martin and 
Starnes Associates concerning the 
annual town audit. That audit has 
also been sent to the Local Gov-
ernment Commission where their 
accountants will review and ana-
lyze the town audit and finances.

Lamar Nix, Director of  Pub-
lic Works, will make a recommen-
dation that the town hire through 

DOT the paving company who has the state 
contract to pave Main and 4th streets. While 
here, the contractor would also pave a sec-
tion of  5th Street and Carolina Way. The 
town was already planning to pave these 
streets. Hiring the state contractor to do this 
work while paving the state projects should 
save money for the town.

The board will review the tree planning 
proposal for the center section of  Main 
Street. This project has been in development 
for several months with the design changing 
over a series of  meetings. The latest plan is a 
scaled down design that has DOT approval.

In my report, I will review the North 
Carolina Attorney General’s statement con-
cerning the Mission HCA sale and the cre-
ation of  the Dogwood Health Trust that 
was issued last week. Stein stated his office 
would carefully review all aspects of  this 
important conversion. The AG stated he 
wants to make sure the sale price is accurate, 
that the Dogwood Trust is setup to reflect 
the diversity of  the entire service area and 
that the five smaller hospitals have sufficient 
protections.

I will urge the Attorney General to 
establish strong provisions that allow com-
munities to buy back these small hospitals if  
HCA decides to close them. Case in point 
would be the Highlands Cashiers Hospital 
where residents have invested millions of  
dollars in its construction and operation. It 
is simply unacceptable for a corporation to 
ever sell it to another entity that would not 
operate it as a healthcare facility. 

See you tonight at the meeting.

Publisher
Kim Lewicki

Hoping AG Stein will step up
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MeadowsMountainRealty.com  |  828.526.1717

At Highlands Falls CC 
2334 CASHIERS ROAD

Downtown Highlands
488 MAIN STREET

New Office in Cashiers 
132 HIGHWAY 107 SOUTH

PANTHER MOUNTAIN Nestled next to the national forest, this home is 
located on Panther Mountain. Enjoy the peace and quiet while sitting out on the back 
deck enjoying the view. You will fall in love with the coziness, charm, and privacy this 
home has to offer. This home has an updated floor plan, neutral colors, whole house 
generator, and towel warmers are a few of the upgrades.

MLS# 89224  |  Offered for $459,000

HIGHLANDS FALLS CC This lovely villa has a wonderful screened porch plus 
two open decks for enjoying cool summer evenings. The great room has high 
vaulted, beamed ceiling with a floor-to-ceiling stone fireplace and handsome wood 
floors. This home was custom built and features include a larger master bath with jet-
ted tub, separate shower, and dual vanities. Home owners are members of two HOAs 
- Highlands Falls Community Association and the Laurelwood Neighborhood HOA. 
Social or Golf Membership in HFCC is available with approval but not required.

MLS# 89398  |  Offered for $495,000

HIGHLANDS IN-TOWN Beautiful 3BR/3BA home in highly desirable 
Mirrormont. This charming home has been updated with all the bells and whistles 
you would expect to find in a brand new home. Gorgeous hard wood flooring on the 
main level with carpet in the bedrooms and slate tile in the bathrooms. Enjoy outside 
living on the huge back deck which has both open and enclosed areas for relaxation 
and taking advantage of our perfect climate. Only minutes to Main Street by car or 
minutes to Mirror Lake by foot. This home also has great potential as a rental with its 
proximity to town and everything Highlands has to offer. Whole home generator.

MLS# 88541  |  Offered for $565,000

HIGHLANDS FALLS CC Mountain views can be seen from this 
well-maintained 3BR/3.5BA home located in Highlands Falls Country Club where 
membership is OPTIONAL. Open floor plan, loft, plus a room upstairs for office/
den or extra sleeping quarters, stone fireplace, wood floors in main area, vaulted 
ceilings, cul-de-sac location. HFCC provides 24-hour manned, gated security. If you 
choose to become a club member, amenities include an 18-hole beautiful golf course, 
croquet courts with a pavilion and fireplace, swim and tennis center, 
clubhouse with indoor and outdoor dining, a fitness center, and fishing.

MLS# 89575  |  Offered for $499,000



• Highlands Area Dining •

Serving Lunch and Dinner Year-Round.
Gourmet Foods, Full Service Bar
Town Square at 343-D Main St. • Highlands

828-526-4035

Serving Lunch 
Mon-Sun • 11a to 4p

7 days a week

LUNCH: Fri. - Sun. noon to 4p
DINNER: 

Mon.-Thurs. 5-10p • Fri.-Sun. 4-10p
For reservations call: 526-4429

332 Main Street • Highlands

Cyprus  
International Cuisine

Sports Page 
Sandwich Shoppe

Monday:Saturday
Breakfast: 7:30:10:30am 

Lunch: Until 2:30pm

Now Serving Breakfast & 
Lunch All Year Long!

Full cooked-to-order breakfast &
Daily Lunch Specials.

314 main Street, Highlands • (828) 526-3555

Serving Dinner 
from 5:30p 

7 days a week
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Open Daily: 
Mon - Sat 7 - 4; Sunday 8 - 3 

UNDER NEW MANAGEMENT 
Craft Breakfast, Lunch and Pastries 

Daily Chef Created Soups, Salads & Sandwiches 
137 Main Street, Wright Square, Highlands, NC 

828.487 .4633 

Menus Printed Daily
Fresh Seasonal  

Ingredients
Now hiring all positions

 (828) 526-4906
‘Our 34th Year’Paoletti

Closed through Dec. 19.  
Join us for the Holidays and our New Year’s Gala

Southern Living: “Best Place for Dinner in Highlands”

We will be closed through Dec. 25. 
Re-opening Dec. 26-31.

Make your reservations to celebrate 
New Year’s Eve with us!

www.wolfgangs.net

Celebrating our 24th Season

Book a private cooking class with Rachel 
at the Spice & Tea Exchange shop.

Get a group together and come ready 
for fun, good food and laughs!

$30/person

828-482-1609 • 330 Main Street, Highlands

Prepare to Fight the Winter Blues!
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HIGHLANDS FALLS CC Adorable 
cottage has an older pedigree but has been updat-
ed with the addition of a large master suite plus a 
lower level which features a family room and addi-
tional guest quarters. The main level features an 
updated kitchen with a breakfast bar and opens 
to the great room with stone fireplace. Large deck 
with view of Shortoff Mountain. Offered complete-
ly furnished and ready to enjoy.

MLS# 89050  |  Offered for $445,000

CHESTNUT HILL One level living with a 
living room and a den separated by a see-through 
fireplace. The kitchen is open to the living room 
and has SS appliances and granite countertops. 
The bedrooms are large, each with a private bath 
and the master has a walk-in closet. All exterior 
home maintenance provided by the HOA includ-
ing roofs and siding plus road, landscape mainte-
nance, water and sewer.Beautifully furnished.

MLS# 89650  |  Offered for $359,000

PINES Great large family home close to down-
town Highlands. Home has 5BR/3BA with 3BR/
2BA on the main level. Separate kitchen and liv-
ing room, along with 2BR/1BA on the lower level. 
Great for an apartment, mother-in-law suite, or 
rental as it has its own entrance. Beautifully land-
scaped outdoor space in a quiet community on 
a level lot. Exterior building could be used as a 
guesthouse or workshop.

MLS# 88586  |  Offered for $365,000

HIGHLANDS This all on one level 3BR/
2BA home features wood floors, beautiful furnish-
ings, and a location that is only 6 minutes by car to 
the center of downtown. A peaceful deck overlooks 
the back yard and the wooded view. In a small 
neighborhood of four homes, this home has easy 
access off Highway 106. Attached two-car garage 
with plenty of storage. Immaculately maintained 
and perfect for year round home or rental income.

MLS# 87965  |  Offered for $335,000

MeadowsMountainRealty.com  |  828.526.1717

At Highlands Falls CC 
2334 CASHIERS ROAD

Downtown Highlands
488 MAIN STREET

New Office in Cashiers 
132 HIGHWAY 107 SOUTH

COLD SPRINGS This wonderful home is great for a 
family.  The front yard is perfect for children or pets and the back 
covered deck is large and welcoming. The master boasts a fire-
place, a walk through closet, and a large bath with double vani-
ties, separate tub, and shower. Another bedroom suite is on the 
lower level along with a wine storage closet and a sauna.

MLS# 89105  |  Offered for $450,000



...on the Verandah 
Restaurant

on Lake Sequoyah
www.ontheverandah.com

For 

US 64 west • Highlands
Closed now.

• Highlands Area Dining •
CELEBRATING OUR 29TH SEASON

Call 828.526.9419 for Reservations
531 Smallwood Ave. | On Harris Lake | Highlands

A UNIQUE FINE 
DINING EXPERIENCE

ON HARRIS LAKE

www.lakesiderestaurant.info

Coffee • Espresso Drinks
Smoothies • Hot Soup
Paninis • Baked Goods

On Main Street • Highlands
7 days a week • 7a to 6p • 526-0020
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Open New Year’s Eve! 

Open for Dinner in 
December at 5:30
Thursday, Friday & 

Saturday 
Open Thurs., Dec. 27 
through Mon. Dec. 31

Open 
Dec. 21-31

For 
reservations, 

call828-526-2338

lands. Angel in Franklin or Mission in Asheville are now the 
only options for surgeries.

“After waiting three hours for an ambulance, I then had 
to endure the 35-minute ride down the mountain in the ambu-
lance, only to wait another two hours for the on-call surgical 
team to reconvene at Angel.  

While waiting for an ambulance in Highlands, the ER 
doctor was fuming … begging for transport … and said if  
he at least had an ER surgery unit in Highlands, I could have 
been in and out.

“The point is, Warren Cabe, EMS director of  Macon 

...FORUM continued from page 2

Open Year Round • 6 days

Asia House
Japanese • Asian• Thai Cuisine

Mon. thru Thurs., 11a to 10p
Fri., & Sat., 11a to 11 p

Sun., noon to 10p
828-787-1680 or 828-787-1900

We Cater!
151 Helen’s Barn Avenue

Please call for reservations

Closed Wednesdays AND
Closed daily 3 to 4:30p 

MONDAY
Gentle Yoga Class 9am • Evening Yoga Class 5:30pm

WEDNESDAY
Intermediate Yoga Class 9am

THURSDAY
Gratitude in Motion Yoga Class 9am

FRIDAY
Gentle Power Yoga Class 9am 

SATURDAY
All Levels Yoga Class 9:30am

464 Carolina Way • YogaHighlands.com • 828-526-8880

All Levels Welcome • Experienced & Effective Teachers

• See FORUM page 7
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El Azteca Rainforest Bar & Grill • 72 Highlands Plaza

El Azteca Rainforest Bar & Grill • 72 Highlands Plaza

� MOUNTAIN FRESH GROCERY 
EVER¥ FRIDAY AND SATURDAY NIGHT 
BEER, WINE, AND P.REMIUM COCKTAILS AVAILABLE 

FRIDAY NIGHT IS STEAKHOUSE NIGHT 
FROM 5:30PM TO 7:30PM (DINE-IN ONLY) 

18.99 
18.99 
23.99 
24.99 

ORDER FRON THE 6RILL 
GRILLED WILD-CAUGHT SALMON 
12-OUNCE NY STRIP
12-OUNCE RIBEYE
8-OUNCE FILET
TWO 5-OUNCE LOBSTER TAILS 24.99 

THEN HELP YOURSELF TO THE PREMIUM HOT AND 
COLD BAR WITH STEAKHOUSE SPECIALTIES SUCH AS: 

FRENCH ONION SOUP, SPINACH GRATIN, 
BAKED POTATOES, STEAK FRIES, MAC 'N CHEESE, 

SHERRI ED MUSHROOMS, POTATOES AU GRATIN, FRENCH 
GREEN BEANS, AND DESSERT. 

SATURDAY NIGHT IS BARBEQUE NIGHT 
FROM 5:30PM TO 7:30PM (DINE-IN ONLY) 

Adults $13.99 I 10 and under $7.99 
CONTINUOUSLY SERVED FRESH FROM THE HOT BAR! 

Rotating BBQ selections such as: 
PULLED PORK 

SMOKED CHICKEN 
SMOKED RIBS 
BEEF BRISKET 
FLANK STEAK 

SIDES MAY INCLUDE: 
CORNBREAD, COLLARD GREENS, COLESLAW, 

BAKED BEANS, AND HUSHPUPPIES. 

VISIT MFGRO.COM FOR DETAILS 

COOKING FOR HIG HLANDS 
MON-SAT OPEN AT 7AM AND SUNDAYS AT 8AM 

CORNER OF FIFTH & MAIN, HIGHLANDS NC • 828.526.2400 • MFGRO.COM 

business. So, it was obviously a money thing. 
“However, HCA has lots of  money and 

Highlands and Cashiers are different places 
now. 

“Perhaps you could stipulate that for 
communities in Western NC like Highlands 
and Cashiers where ambulances have to navi-
gate curvy, mountain roads in all kinds of  
weather to get to a surgical unit … and if  there 
is a hospital in those communities capable of  
housing an ER surgical unit … HCA should 
make it operational. 

“It would be a win-win. Citizens would 
have better access to healthcare and small, ru-
ral hospitals could become a financial asset to 
HCA which would likely guarantee their long-
term existence.

“This would alleviate the load for the 
EMS departments’ ambulance fleet in rural, 
mountainous counties and would endear peo-
ple to HCA and their local hospital.”

AG Stein responded to my letter saying 
such feedback ensures he hears the full range 
of  issues and the correspondence will be in-
cluded in his file to assist in the thorough re-
view of  the proposed acquistion.

On Nov. 27, Mission Health responded 
to my Oct 17 letter saying everything regarding 
my case was done by procedure. That though 
the HC Foundation purchased the ambulance, 
it was “to ensure those in their homes in Ma-
con County wouldn’t need to experience ex-
tended wait times to reach emergency care.” 

 The changes we need at H-C Hospital 
involve – on some level – the reinstatement 
of  services; particularly an ER surgical unit 
which would clearly bring money in, alleviate 
at least some of  the stress put on the Macon 
and Jackson counties EMS ambulance fleets 
and most importantly, would ensure needed 
services at our local hospital for the citizens 
of  both Highlands and Cashiers. 

County can only do so much with the fleet 
of  ambulances he has at his command, tak-
ing care of  a county the size of  Macon. For 
instance, due to mountainous terrain it takes 
two hours to drive from Highlands at the 
eastern end of  the county to Nantahala at the 
western end.

“Five years ago, when Mission closed the 
surgery unit, Highlands was a different place. 
Now there are more full-time residents than 
ever before, second-home residents staying 
6-8 months and visitors staying Thursday 
through Sunday year-round. 

“All of  these people are potential pa-
tients. Not to mention those in Cashiers.

“My primary care physician said people 
usually only have to wait an hour and half  for 
an ambulance – which I say is still too long, 
and that doesn’t include the 35-minute drive 
down the mountain.

“If  we can’t have an ambulance at our 
disposal up here on the top of  this expen-
sive, affluent mountain town, then we at least 
need an ER surgical unit for “little” surgeries 
which could be manned with on-call person-
nel, just like at Angel, if  necessary.

“Furthermore, the lack of  dependable 
ambulance service is now affecting the real 
estate industry, which besides tourism, fuels 
Highlands’ economy, which in turn fills Ma-
con County’s coffers.

“A man came to my office and told me 
that three of  his friends, who bought into 
Highlands years ago, are selling and leaving 
because now that they are older and more in 
need of  dependable hospital services, they 
aren’t available without traveling long distanc-
es. When they bought in, they were.

“Something needs to be done.
“Perhaps you can help in some way. 
“When Mission closed the surgical unit, 

it did so because it said there wasn’t enough 



Advertising in Highlands Newspaper and online at 
www.highlandsinfo.com WORKS. 

For information, call 828-200-1371 or email: 
highlandseditor@aol.com
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330 Dillard 
Road
Above

Highlands 
Decorating 

Center
828-526-4192

Taylor Barnes Spa
• Therapeutic Massage
• Age Defying Facials

• Euphoric Feet & Reflexology
• Tuscan Wine Body Polish

• Personal Training

Taylor Barnes Salon
• Color, Cuts, 

• Make-up
• Up-Dos

• Hair Extensions
• Manicures
• Pedicures

Dr. Joseph H. Wilbanks, D.D.S.

706-886-9439 • 800-884-9439

278 East Doyle St. • Toccoa, GA

COMPLETE DENTAL CARE UNDER ONE ROOF.

You are only 50 miles away from 30 years experience in top-
notch, high-tech, one-stop dentistry known for its gentle touch. 

• Dental Implants • Root Canal 
Therapy

• SINGLE VISIT CROWNS! 
• Orthodontics including Invisalign  

• Wisdom Teeth Extractions 
and of course Fillings and Cleanings.

(IV Sedation, too)

www.WilbanksSmileCenter.com

Order Your 
Mountain Fresh Grocery Tradition: 

Stollen Bread & 3/b Pound Cake 
far the Holidays! 

Makes the Perfect Gift! 

rt-, 

Stollen Bread $19.95

3/b Pound Cake $29. 95
Lemon, Vanilla, Spiced Pecan, & Orange Cranberry 

Hand-made in our bakery. 
Call (828)526-2400 or order online at mfgro.com 

or visit us to see our full line ofbaked goods for the holidays. 
For pickup or shipping anywhere in the US 

-� - 

MOUNTAIN FRESH GROCERY 
COOKING FOR HIGHLANDS 

STORE OPENS MONDAY- SATURDAY 

AT 7AM & SUNDAY AT 8AM 

Corner ofFifth &Main, Highlands NC• (828) 526-2400 

www.mfgro.com

Center for Plastic Surgery

For Your Holiday Gifts!

•Obituary •
George El-

liott Siek, Sr., 88, 
passed away Fri-
day, November 30, 
2018.  He was born 
August 10, 1930 
in Hartford, CT, 
the son of  the late 
Hilmer and Doro-
thy Merkel Siek.  
Mr. Siek was raised 
in West Hartford 
and then attended 
Indiana University 
where he received 
his bachelor’s degree in Business 
Administration and Management. 

After serving in the US Army 
he moved to Largo, FL in 1956. 
Mr. Siek opened a Recreational 
Vehicle parts and supplies distri-
bution business that covered the 
state of  Florida.  After 32 years in 
business he retired and moved to 
Highlands as a fulltime resident. 
Mr. Siek opened the Museum 
of  American Cut and Engraved 
Glass on Chestnut Street in High-

George Elliott Siek
lands on May 5th 
of  1996.  He had 
a passion for this 
art and was an avid 
collector himself.  
He served as the 
museum curator 
for over 21 years 
until it closed in 
October of  2017.  

As a member 
of  the Masonic 
Lodge for 57 years, 
he was raised to the 
degree of  a Master 

Mason.  He was also an active 
member of  Highlands United 
Methodist Church.

Survivors include a daughter, 
Beth Siek, Psy.D. of  Tampa, FL, 
sons, George E. Siek, Jr. (Alicja) 
of  Lake Wylie, SC, Danny Siek 
(Trese) of  Franklin, NC, Da-
vid Schaller (Leel) of  Sorrento, 
FL and John Schaller of  Harber 
Springs, MI; grandchildren, Jena 
Siek, Brittany Siek, Jordan Siek 
and Mackenzie Siek all of  Char-

lotte, NC; Abbey Siek and Gar-
rett Siek of  Franklin, NC; Dak-
kota Siek of  Lake Wylie, SC and 
Mackenzie Sanders of  Pineville, 
NC;  Debbi Presley Siek, a special 
family member and many nieces 
and nephews.  

In addition to his parents, 
he was preceded in death by his 
wife of  34 years, Bonnie Siek.  He 
is also preceded in death by two 
brothers, H. Gerard Siek, M.D. 
and Richard A. Siek.

A funeral service will be held 
at 1 p.m. Friday, December 14, 
2018 at Highlands United Meth-
odist Church, with Rev. Randy 
Lucas officiating.  The family will 
receive friends from 11:30 a.m. 
until 1 p.m. prior to the service.  

A joint graveside service for 
Mr. Siek and his late wife Bonnie 
will be held Wednesday January 
24, 2019 at Highlands Memorial 
Park. 

Online condolences can be 
made at bryantgrantfuneralhome.
com.  Bryant Grant Funeral 
Home is serving the Siek family.  
He will be deeply missed.
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GAME CHANGER.

ORTHOPEDICS

missionhealth.org/orthopedics

Convenient locations 
throughout western 

North Carolina

Christmas

30%ff

Days
H O L I D A Y  S A L E

D EC E M B E R  9  –  D EC E M B E R  2 0

3 9 4  M A I N  S T R E E T

D A I L Y  S E L E C T  C A T E G O R I E S

S T O P  &  S H O P  O U R  H I G H L A N D S  L O C A T I O N

of

D A U F U S K I E  I S L A N D

•Letter•

It’s the most wonderful time of  the year — to be offended. 
Leave aside the well-meant arboreal advice and the culture-war kerfuffle and ask the 

obvious question: When has anyone, ever, put a cross on top of  their Christmas tree? 
Surely, it’s almost always a star — the Star of  Bethlehem. Or secondly, an angel. 

As an arch reactionary, I am sorry that the town caved in to a small faction who 
seem to know what makes them mad but know nothing about the history of  Christmas 
or how it’s been celebrated in Highlands.

My first job was working at my mom’s Christmas Tree shop in Highlands, c. 1978. 
Nobody ever asked for a cross to put on top of  their tree. 

When I worked on the conservative editorial and arts pages of  a large national 
newspaper, I reviewed books and museum exhibitions exploring the history of  Christ-
mas in the U.S., and also contributed calendar listings focused on Christmas celebrations 
around the country. I don’t recall a single cross-capped tree. I’m not claiming it has never 
happened, just that it must be very, very, rare. Let peace return to our town. 

South Carolina author William Gilmore Simms (who was in awe of  our “high 
lands” plateau) described the healing powers of  the season in his 1852 plantation novel 
“The Golden Christmas:” “Everybody was becoming amiable. Care was kicked under 
the table, and lay crouching there, silent and trembling, like a beaten hound, not daring 
to crunch even his own bones aloud.”

Stuart Ferguson
Chicago

A cross on a Christmas tree is unheard of
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•Highlands Area Events •
Ongoing
• Movies at the Playhouse: Fri. 

& Sat.: l, 4 & 7pm; Sun.: 1 & 4pm; 
Mon. & Tues.: l, 4 & 7pm

Through Dec 30
• At The Bascom, interweav-

ing Southern Baskets. The art of 
basketry, including examples of 
Native American works and fine 
art baskets.

Thurs., Dec. 13
• HCP’s free Holiday Program 

at PAC at 7 p.m.
• Town Board meeting at 7 

p.m. in the Community Building.
Sat., Dec. 15
Highlands Wreaths Across 

America at noon at Highlands Me-
morial Park at 12 Noon There will 
hold a brief ceremony followed 
by volunteers laying wreathson 
all gravestones of our Veterans at 
Highlands Cemetery. Please come 
and park at the Community Build-
ing by the town baseball field and 
shuttle buses will take you to the 
cemetery. Shuttles start at 11am. 
Shuttles will stop before noon and 
then resume until 2pm to take you 

back to your vehicle. 
Mon. Dec. 17
• HCP presents its free an-

nual holiday program of music and 
readings at the Cashiers Library on 
Monday, December 17, at 7 p.m. 

Sat., Dec. 15
• At PAC, Verdi’s La Traviata 

Live via Satellite featuring the Met-
ropolitan Opera (NYC) at 12:55 
with a pre-opera discussion 30 
minutes prior. Tickets are avail-
able online: www.highlandspac.
org, at the door or by calling: 
828.526.9047. Highlands Perform-
ing Arts Center, 507 Chestnut 
Street.

Thurs., Dec. 20
• Highlands Community Cho-

rale will present “An Appalachian 
Christmas” concert at 5PM in the 
HUMC sanctuary.  A reception fol-
lows the Sunday concert.. Cost is 
free. 

• Sat., Dec. 22 
• Gift Wrapping Station fun-

draiser planned for Shop with a 
Cop from 10a to 2p at the Robert 
C. Carpenter Community Building 

on the Georgia Road. All the bows 
and wrapping paper you need for 
the holidays will be provided and 
Santa’s elves will be ready to wrap 
your Christmas presents. The event 
is free and donations will be accept-
ed with all donations going to Shop 
with a Cop. Santa will also be stop-
ping by and will be taking pictures 
for a donation to Shop with a Cop. 

Sat., Jan. 5
•At PAC, Allelujah by Alan 

Bennett at 1 p.m. Live via Satel-
lite Series featuring the National 
Theatre (London.) with a pre-
opera discussion 30 minutes prior. 
Tickets are available online: www.
highlandspac.org, at the door or 
by calling: 828.526.9047. High-
lands Performing Arts Center, 507 
Chestnut Street. 

Sat., Jan. 12	 	
• At PAC, Cilea’s Adriana 

LeCouvreur, at 1 p.m., Live via 
Satellite featuring the Metropoli-
tan Opera (NYC) at 12:55 with a 
pre-opera discussion 30 minutes 
prior. Tickets are available online: 
www.highlandspac.org, at the door 

or by calling: 828.526.9047. High-
lands Performing Arts Center, 507 
Chestnut Street.

Sat., Jan. 19
• At PAC, Antony & Cleopatra 

by Shakespeare, at 1 p.m., Live via 
Satellite featuring the Metropoli-
tan Opera (NYC) at 12:55 with a 
pre-opera discussion 30 minutes 
prior. Tickets are available online: 
www.highlandspac.org, at the 
door or by calling: 828.526.9047. 
Highlands Performing Arts Center, 
507 Chestnut Street.

Sat., Jan. 26
• At PAC, The Tragedy of King 

Richard II by Shakespeare. at 1 
p.m.,, Live via Satellite featuring 
the Metropolitan Opera (NYC) 
at 12:55 with a pre-opera discus-
sion 30 minutes prior. Tickets are 
available online: www.highland-
spac.org, at the door or by calling: 
828.526.9047. Highlands Perform-
ing Arts Center, 507 Chestnut 
Street, Highlands.

Sat., Feb. 2
• At PAC, Bizet’s Carmen, 

Live via Satellite featuring the Met-

ropolitan Opera (NYC) at 12:55 
with a pre-opera discussion 30 
minutes prior. Tickets are avail-
able online: www.highlandspac.
org, at the door or by calling: 
828.526.9047. Highlands Per-
forming Arts Center, 507 Chest-
nut Street, 

Sat., Feb. 29
• At PAC, I’m Not Running 

by David Hare. at 1 p.m. Live via 
Satellite Series featuring the Na-
tional Theatre (London.) with a 
pre-opera discussion 30 minutes 
prior. Tickets are available online: 
www.highlandspac.org, at the 
door or by calling: 828.526.9047. 
Highlands Performing Arts Cen-
ter, 507 Chestnut Street, High-
lands. 

Sat., March 2
• At PAC,Donizetti’s La Fille 

Du Régiment. Live via Satellite 
featuring the Metropolitan Opera 
(NYC) at 12:55 with a pre-opera 
discussion 30 minutes prior. Tick-
ets are available online: www.
highlandspac.org, at the door or 
by calling: 828.526.9047. High-
lands Performing Arts Center, 
507 Chestnut Street, Highlands. 
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Care. Together.

“The great hospitals 
will always put  
the patient and the 
patient’s family first”
Dr. Thomas Frist, Sr.
HCA Healthcare  
Co-Founder

caretogethernc.com

We invite you to learn more 
about HCA Healthcare. 

HCA Healthcare
Bringing a new state-of-the-art Angel Medical Center.

Investing in the future of healthcare 
in western North Carolina.

High-quality healthcare 
should never be far away. 
No matter where you live.

Angel Medical Center is an essential provider of acute care 
to Macon County. HCA Healthcare is committed to building 
a new state-of-the-art Angel Medical Center facility that will 
be supported by our resources, best practices and experts.

When completed, the new hospital will be one of the 
largest investments in the history of Macon County.

This extraordinary contribution to the health  
and well-being of the community is a key part of  

HCA Healthcare’s plan to invest region-wide to meet 
the future health needs of western North Carolina.

Our promise: the best healthcare for  
your family – sooner and closer to home.

 That’s been our approach for 50 years.
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Experts in

LET’S GO 
AGAIN

For an appointment with a provider that is an expert in your 
orthopedic care, call 844.414.DOCS.

MyHarrisRegional.com

Orthopedic Care for every adventure.
With board-certified orthopedic surgeons, outpatient therapy that accepts appointments 

without a physician referral, restorative care and pain management, Harris Regional Hospital 

offers comprehensive orthopedic care. We are committed to caring for you where you need 

it most—close to home and with the providers and staff you trust.

FIRST ·PRESBYTERIAN CHURClH (
)
F HIGHLANI'.,-S 

Cordially invites you to a Christmas Season filled 
with Meditation, Music, and Candlelight . 

. SUNDAY WORSHIP SERVICES AT 11.A.M. 

ADVENT STUDY 
Sunday Mornings 

Thru December 23 
. 9:30 -10:30 a.m.-in the Chun:h Library 

Advent 2018. 
-Walter Brueggemann's book, Names for the 

Messiah is the focus of the study. 
Rev. cir. Curtis Fussell and · 

Rev. Emily Wilmarth, facilitators 

· 

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 21 
LONGEST NIGHT SERVICE 

, An Ecumenical Blue Christmas 
_Worship S_ervice_ 

5 p.m. 
The Blue Christmas service allows us to 
grieve the losses, to acknowledge our 
· pain, and to take comfort in God's 
' abiding love and care for us. 

Everyone is welcome to attend this 
· ministrr, of our local church,es. 

MONDAY, DECEMBER 24 
(HRIST/\1!'5 EVE CANDLEl,IGHT & 

COMMUNIPN. SERVICE 
4:30 p.m. Mu�ical Prelude 

. . Featuring the. . 
Sacred Sounds Bell ·choi� & 

Angie Jenkins, organist 
Can_dlelight & Communion 

· Service designed for the entire 
family at 5p.m. 

H�rnily by Rev. Dr. Cul'tis Fussell 

471 Main Street, PO Box 548, Highlands, NC 28741 

828-5_26-3179 Fax: 828-526-0784 

. email: fpch@frontier.com 
Visit us.oa the web' at www.fpchighlands.org 

•Business/Organization News•
Mountain Lake Rentals and Landmark Vacation Rentals are joining forces

Debby Hattler, owner of  
Mountain Lake Rentals (MLR), is 
pleased to announce that effective 
January 15, 2019, they will be join-
ing forces with Landmark Vaca-
tion Rentals (LVR) to become one 
of  the largest vacation rental firms 
on the Plateau. 

The MLR office will relocate 
to LVR’s offices at the Crossroads 
in Cashiers. Ron Hensley, Rental 
Manager, will also move to Land-
mark Vacation Rentals effective 

January 2019 working closely with 
Ken Perry, LVR Rental Manager. 
Mandi Cantrell, Linda Barden, 
Christy DeRose, Scott Tavernier 
and David Morgan make up the 
remainder of  the LVR team.

LVR provides state of  the art 
marketing, individualized atten-
tion to detail and local and knowl-
edgeable reservationists. 

Hattler said “making the 
move to transition Mountain 
Lake Rentals to Landmark Vaca-

Pictured from left are Carol Wil-
son, Landmark General Manager, 
Ron Hensley and Debby Hattler

tion Rentals is the best fit for all 
our owners and I’m confident of  
a seamless transition.”

Carol Wilson, General Man-
ager of  Landmark Realty, and the 
team at Landmark Vacation Rent-
als are pleased to welcome new 
owners to the LVR family.

For more information please 
call 828-743-9234 or 828-743-0510.

and spoke to LCs need for more 
space.

Its new home has more than 
5,000 square feet of  open space, 
and will hold much larger pro-
grams than could have ever been 
offered before. 

Jeff  Weller of  Summit Ar-
chitecture generously donated his 
services to design the new space 
which will feature a state-of-the-

art computer lab, expansive areas 
for the after-school programs, 
space for adult workshops, quiet 
individual tutoring rooms, an ex-
pansive reading room, and a secu-
rity system. 

Lupoli Construction has very 
generously agreed to help with 
the project as well and renova-
tions will begin at the beginning 
of  2019.

During the next few months 
while the building is being reno-
vated, The Literacy Council will 
hold its programs at Highlands 
Rec. Park. The Literacy Council’s 
administrative offices will tem-
porarily be moved to the former 
Twigs office in Highlands Plaza. 
Students will be bussed to the Rec 
Park just as they were bussed to 
The Peggy Crosby Center.

“We are so excited to be 
moving to our new building,” said 
Bonnie Potts, Executive Director 
of  The Literacy Council. “There is 
a very large need in our communi-
ty for free educational services and 
we are thrilled that we will be able 
to accommodate more students 
and grow our programs. We are 
very grateful to the Peggy Crosby 
Center for their years of  support.”

New programs will include 
adult workshops such as a finan-

cial literacy class and a nutritional 
workshop. Financial literacy will 
teach participants how to create 
budgets, pay off  debt, and save 
for the future. Nutritional literacy 
will focus on healthy eating hab-
its and how to prepare quick and 
healthy meals.

For more information about 
The Literacy Council’s move, 
please contact Bonnie Potts at 
bpotts@maconncliteracy.org. 
 

...LITERACY continued from page 1
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Welcoming new patients 
Appointments may be made by calling 828-631-8800

MyHarrisRegional.com

• Family care
• Disease Prevention
• Preventive care
• General health

welcomesHarris Regional Hospital

Family Care

Specialized family care close to 
home    WALK-IN'S WELCOME

Harris Family Care - Cullowhee

LOCATION:
4121 Little Savannah Road 

Cullowhee, NC 28723

HOURS:
Monday - Friday
8:30 AM - 4:30 PM

WALK-IN'S WELCOME

Todd Davis, MD

Photo by The Laurel Mag.;ne / thelauie1rT1agazine�m 

,;.. �--: ... :. 
-

) -
I 

at Kelsey-Hutchinson Park 

Santa's Schedule (weather 
permitting) ======-----.11 

Sat., Dec.15th Breakfast with Santa I HUMC I 8:30am
Sat., Dec. 8th ................................. 11am - 4pm 

Sat., Dec. 15th. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10am - 4pm 
Sat., Dec. 22nd . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10am - 4pm 

Hours of Operation

Thursday. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1pm - 8pm 
Friday & Saturday ..................... 1pm - 10pm 
Sunday . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1pm - 5pm 
Monday ............... 6pm - 8pm (bookings only) 

•Business/Organization News•
Changes are occurring at the 

Peggy Crosby Center (PCC). As a 
reminder, the Mission of  PCC is 
to provide affordable office space 
to organizations offering commu-
nity services.

This month the Literacy 
Council of  Highlands (LCH) will 
be leaving PCC for a larger space 
that better suits LCH’s ongoing 
mission and operations. PCC and 
LCH have been together for 20 
years; and LCH’s departure is sad 
for PCC, but very gratifying that a 
tenant-partner is growing to serve 
more Highlands residents.

PCC and LCH have been 
meeting and discussing LCH’s 
space needs since March. This 
led to proposals that PCC hoped 
would allow LCH to remain at 
PCC. However, LCH has deter-
mined that they require larger 
and more flexible space than this 
70-year old building can achieve. 
LCH is expanding the number 
of  people they are serving and 
desires to allow their clients (espe-

cially the students) a more relaxed, 
less formal environment than can 
be attained in a multi-tenant prop-
erty.

LCH requested that PCC give 
them a six-month lease to July, 
2019. PCC operates on an annual 
break-even budget, keeping rents 
as low as possible for all tenants. 
Losing tenants mid-year would 
cause PCC to have to re-evaluate 
the rents we charge all PCC’s ten-
ants. PCC did offer LCH a one 
-year lease for 2019, as PCC does 
all tenants. One year leases are 
uncommon in real estate proper-
ties; but PCC feels this is part of  
its mission, allowing tenants to ex-
pand or contract annually as needs 
change. This does create financial 
risk for PCC, but is important in 
achieving our mission.

If  PCC has vacant spaces re-
quiring construction, PCC needs 
the renovations to occur in the 
winter when Highlands’ contrac-
tors are more available to timely 
meet construction deadlines. This 

allows PCC to have spaces ready 
quickly and replace lost income as 
soon as possible.

When PCC realized that 
LCH’s best alternatives would not 
include PCC, its Board developed 
plans that will not require PCC to 
raise rents. These plans could be 
implemented in January, 2019 or 
2020. LCH has decided to move 
this year.

PCC is allocating $65,000 of  
reserves to renovate LCH’s spac-
es and absorb rent loss. Hope-
fully this is a worst-case scenario. 
Meanwhile, PCC’s other planned 
and unapproved projects are on 
hold until PCC has better knowl-
edge of  funds availability.

PCC has been proud to have 
LCH as a tenant-partner and 
to serve an organization which 
serves others in the ways LCH has 
and will. Based upon rents LCH 
has been paying, PCC believes it 
has been LCH’s biggest supporter. 
PCC determined it has been sav-
ing LCH in rent and other costs at 

least $40,000 to $50,000 per year.
If  you know of  organizations 

who have space needs, please have 
them contact PCC at (8 28)526-
9938. PCC needs to refill the LCH 
spaces very quickly.

Thanks to the Literacy Coun-
cil of  Highlands and all PCC ten-

ant-partners for creating the PCC 
community. Please join all of  us 
in wishing the Literacy Council 
of  Highlands continued success 
in serving the Highlands com-
munity.

– Ellis N. McIntyre PCC 
Board Chair

The Highlands Literacy Council is leaving PCC 
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• Full Service Automobile Detailing
• Purveyor and Consignor of Luxury, Exotic
and Vintage Motorcars

• White Glove Transport Specialist
• We Pay Top Dollar for High Quality Vehicles

$75 OFF 
Any Complete Detail Service 

Dec. 1, 2018 to March 31, 2019

518 Dillard Road • Highlands, NC
828-526-1900 • www.thecarbutlernc.com

�SUM �R HOUSE 
515529 

Discounts 
throughout 

the store 
Monday - Saturday: 9am to 5pm 

2089 Dillard Road 
Highlands, NC 

(828)526-5577
www.summerhousehighlands.com 

This is a special time of the year to offer our greatest savings just to you - our most valued customers!

4144 Cashiers Road • Highlands • 828-200-9934
or visit us online www.zenspabyangeljoy.com

Winter 
SPECIAL

• Relaxing Swedish • Hot Stones
• Invigorating Essential Oil Therapeutic Massage

• Therapeutic Deep Tissue Massage

Any 5 massages (1/month) for ONLY $100/session 
ONLY $500 /package

Offer good January 3 through May 30, 2019

Relaxation never felt  so good!

By Angel Joy

Choose any 60-minute treatment 

Call now to secure your spot.  
It’s a great holiday gift to yourself or a loved one!
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� MOUNTAIN FRESH GROCER,Y 
DINNERS-TO-GO

WINTER MENU 2018
MADE FRESH  AND SERVED HOT

MON - SAT PICK UP FROM 4:30 PM UNTIL 8 PM. 

DON'T FORGET OUR GRILL AND WOOD FIRE 
OVEN ARE OPEN EVERY DAY FROM 11AM-CLOSE 

MON 
EACH DINNER CONTAINSFOURSERVINGS 

MEXICAN MONDAY: FOUR CHEESE AND 
FOUR CHICKEN ENCHILADAS, REFRIED 
BEANS, MONTEREY RICE, HOMEMADE 
TORTILLA CHIPS, SALSA, SHREDDED 
LETTUCE, TOMATOES, SOUR CREAM 

ROASTED MEATLOAF WITH MASHED 
POTATOES, GRAVY AND A LARGE SALAD 

CHICKEN OR STEAK POT PIE and A 
LARGE SALAD 

IN-HOUSE SMOKED BBQ, COLESLAW, 
APPLE AND BACON BAKED BEANS, 
AND YEAST ROLLS 

FRI WILD CAUGHT FRIED SHRIMP, BAKED 
POTATOES, HUSH PUPPIES, AND 
COLESLAW 

CLASSIC ITALIAN SELECTION WITH 
MADE-IN-HOUSE GARLIC KNOTS AND A 
LARGE SALAD 

$22.95 
SERVES4 

$22.95 
SERV£S4 

$22.95 
SERVES4 

$22.95 
SERVES4 

$25.95 
SERVES4 

$22.95 
SERVES4 

CORNER OF FIFTH & MAIN, HIGHLANDS NC• 828.526.2400 • MFGRO.COM 

Come Shop the
December Showcase

432 Spruce Street Highlands • 526-9929

Friday & Saturday 
Dec. 14 & 15 • 10a-4p

at
Mountain Findings Thrift Store

Both showrooms are full of great items 
for home and for gift giving!

downed power lines and stuck vehicles.
The traffic lights at 4th and Main streets 

were damaged when a tree limb broke off  and 
hit them on the way down, causing them to 
hang precariously.

Nix said NC DOT fixed them Monday.
The most visible destruction is at the Per-

forming Arts Center on Chestnut Street and the 
lumber shed behind Reeves Hardware where 
heavy snow caused “mayhem” just like on the 
Allstate commercial.

According to PAC Director Mary Adair 
Trumbly the destruction and collapsed porte 
cochere will be cleared away in time for the 
Highlands Cashiers Players Holiday Program 
tonight, Thursday.

According to Cindy Trevathan, on the 
Building Committee of  the PAC Board, their 
insurance agent has been contacted and plans 
to rebuild are in the works.

“After talking to our architect Paul Schmitt, 
our plan is to repair it incorporating the new de-

sign so work on it won’t be done twice,” she said.
As per the architectural plans for the new 

complex, the porte cochere will be a little higher 
and a different shape.

Jim Luke, manager of  Reeves Hardware 
said they are still assessing damage.

“This happened Sunday. No one was in it. 
At this point, there is no timeframe on repairs,” 
he said.

Like the PAC, the structure in the building 
lot behind Reeves was scheduled to be complete-
ly renovated this coming year.

Temperatures are rising during the day now, 
so the snow and ice are melting but once night 
falls and temperatures drop below 32 degrees 
there are icy roads to contend with in the morn-
ing. 

Macon County Schools were closed or de-
layed Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday due to 
forecasted snow and icy roads in the morning 
which meant buses couldn’t run.

– Kim Lewicki

The roof of the lumber shed collapsed under heavy snow Sunday. 	    – Photo by Brian O’Shea

...SNOW continued from page 1
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Seating by reservation only. 
To reserve, call 828-526-9419. 

"II came without ribbons. II came without tags. II came without packages, boxes, 
or bags. Maybe Christmas doesn't come from a store. 

Maybe Christmas means a little bit more." 
- How the Grinch Stole Christmas, by Dr. Seuss 

Owner/Stylist: Lisa L. Shearon
Stylist: Jane B. Earp
Stylist: Kristi Stockton
Stylist/Nail Tech: Kassie Vinson

Book your 
Appointment 

Today!

A Christmas  
Highlight/Blow Dry 
Special thru Dec. 21 

with Kassie • $95

Bryson’s 

Open 7 days a week • 7:30a to 6:30p
Highlands Plaza • Highlands (828) 526-3775 • (828) 526-0430 FAX

FOOD STORE, INC.
Winter Hours • 7:30a to 6:30a

Prime and Choice Angus Meats Cut-to-Order,
Full Line of Springer Mountain Chicken

Party Trays, Cooked Meats, Sides, Desserts, too!
Free Hot Spiced Cider is available in our Produce Dept.

Make your home festive with 
Make Your Home Festive with a Beautiful Poinsettia

Try one of our locally baked products including:
• Cindy Lou’s Caramel Cakes 

• Kelly’s Buttermilk Pies and Yeast Rolls
• Chocolate Heaven and Banana Bread

• Season’s Samplers Cinnamon Rolls and Cakes

A Large Selection of Craft Beer and Wines available 
Case Discounts on Bryson’s Jams & Jellies

Remember about our in-store sales every day in all departments!

selling author. He founded Blue Zones to 
put the world’s best practices in longevity 
and well-being to work in people’s lives. He 
and his doctor brother Tony envision Blue 
Zones across the country and the world.

Mayor Pat Taylor first brought up the 
subject in his “Mayor on Duty” column a 

few months back. He heard Dan Buettner 
speak at a League of  Municipality meeting 
and the concept inspired him. 

Sally Taylor, ex-Highlands School art 
teacher and wife of  Mayor Pat Taylor, in-
troduced the philosophy to commissioners 
asking only that they allow her to take the 

steps to investigate what it would take for 
Highlands to make the grade – and to agree 
to Phase 1 which is sitting for a 2-hour pre-
sentation by Buettner.

Phase 1 won’t cost the town any-
thing – she has been donated the funds for 
Buettner’s speaking fee. Phase 2 includes a 
two-day examination of  Highlands to see 
where improvements can be made which is 

where funds from the town would be need-
ed if  the town chose to implement Blue 
Zones suggestions. 

Sally said she isn’t sure what the group 
would suggest for Highlands because she 
and the mayor said Highlands is ahead of  
the game compared to other areas. There 
are sidewalks throughout town, the Green-

...BLUE ZONES continued from page 1

•See BLUE ZONES page 17
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SERVICE 
5PM 

3645 Cashiers Road • Highlands, NC 28741 
828-526-4685 ph • www.CBChighlands.com 

 December Happenings
 at Old Edwards Inn & Spa 

Sip & Listen Complimentary
Wine Tastings

 In Old Edwards
 Private Wine Cellar

Saturdays from 4 - 5 pm 
through December 22 

Drop into the Historic Inn Lobby

445 Main Street, Highlands 

HUMMINGBIRD LOUNGE
Friday & Saturday | 6 pm - Close
Sunday  | 8 pm - Close
Above the Historic Inn, Highlands

ART’S AT THE LODGE
Friday & Saturday
5 - 8 pm
451 Spring Street, Highlands

Open Everyday!

COREY JAMES GALLERY
& Estate Consignments

(828) 526-4818
On the corner of 3rd & Spring

way, hiking trails, a vibrant spiritual commu-
nity and places to exercise, play and gather.

“But this is just a lifestyle adopted by 
the whole community … whose benefits 
are measurable,” said Sally. “There is an 
increase in well-being, lower health care 
costs, improved productivity in people be-
cause they feel better, and people are moti-
vated by friends and family. Our community 
could become an innovator in preventative 
health.” 

According to Buettner, when commu-
nity comes together, it creates permanent 
changes which can be measured by the Gal-
lop Healthwise Well Being Index. However,  
at least 25,000 people are needed to partici-
pate – which is why Sally is reaching out to 
communities beyond Highlands envisioning 
a Blue Zone region to include Franklin, Ca-
shiers and Sylva.

Metrics used to judge happiness in-
clude residents having trust (in their police, 
neighbors, and local government); good 
walkability and people-friendly design (side-
walks and safe streets); access to nature 
(parks, open spaces, trees); civic engage-
ment; clean environment; access to afford-
able dental care; access to healthy food; and 
high rates of  healthy behaviors (restrictions 
on smoking, less drug abuse, less obesity).

Specifically, Blue Zones Communities 
put family ahead of  other concerns, they 
smoke less, are semi-vegetarianism where 
the majority of  food consumed is derived 
from plants; moderate alcohol intake, espe-

cially wine; there is constant moderate phys-
ical activity which is considered an insepa-
rable part of  life; social engagement where 
people of  all ages are socially active and 
integrated into their communities; engage-
ment in spirituality or religion; and legumes 
are commonly consumed.

According to Dr. Clark with the HC 
Hospital Foundation, a potential stakehold-
er in the movement, this lifestyle leads to 
longer lifespans and less healthcare costs.

– Kim Lewicki

...BLUE ZONES continued from page 16
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Proverbs 3:5 • Places to Worship •
BLUE VALLEY BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Oliver Rice, Pastor (706) 782-3965

Sundays: School:10 a.m., Worship:11 
Sunday night services every 2nd & 4th Sunday at 7 

Wednesdays: Mid-week prayer meeting:7 p.m.
BUCK CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH

828-269-3546 • Rev. Jamie Passmore, Pastor
Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11 

CHAPEL OF THE SKY
Sky Valley, GA • 706-746-2999 

Sundays: 10 a.m.:Worship 
Holy Communion 1st & 3rd Sundays 
CHRIST ANGLICAN CHURCH 

Rector: Jim Murphy, 252-671-4011 
464 US Hwy 64 east, Cashiers 

9:30a Sunday School; 10:30a Worship Service.  
Mon. 6p Bible Study & Supper in homes

CHRIST CHURCH OF THE VALLEY, CASHIERS
Pastor Brent Metcalf • 743-5470

Sun.10:45am, S.S 9:30am. Wed. 6pm supper and teaching.
Tues. Guys study 8am, Gals 10am.

CLEAR CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Jim Kinard

Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11a.m. 
1st & 3rd Sunday night Service: 7.p.m.

Wednesdays –Supper at 6 p.m. 
COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH
www.cbchighlands.com • 526-4685

3645 Cashiers Rd, Highlands, NC • Sr. Pastor Gary Hewins  
Sun.: 9:30am: Sunday School10:30am: Middle & High School; 

10:45am: Child. Program,10: 45am: Worship Service
Wed.: 5pm Dinner ($7 adult, $2 child), 6pm CBC U.

EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF THE INCARNATION
Rev. W. Bentley Manning • 526-2968

Monday-Friday: Morning Prayer at 8:15a. Sundays: 8 am 
Holy Eucharist Rite I; 9 am Sunday School; 10:30 am Holy 

Eucharist Rite II. Childcare available at 10:30
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH HIGHLANDS

828-526-4153 • www.fbchighlands.org
Dr. Mark Ford, Pastor

220 Main Street, Highlands 
Sun.:Worship 10:45 am; Sun.: Bible Study 9:30 am

Wed.: Men’s Bible Study 8:30 am; Prayer Mtg 6:15 pm; 
Choir 5p

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Curtis Fussell & Emily Wilmarth, pastors 

526-3175 • fpchighlands.org
Sun.: Worship & Communion: 8:30 &11 a.m.; School: 9:30

Mondays: 8 a.m.:Men’s Prayer Group & Breakfast
Wednesdays:Choir:6p

GOLDMINE BAPTIST CHURCH
(Off Franklin/Highlands Rd) 

Sunday School:10 am, Worship Service:11 am
GRACE COMMUNITY CHURCH OF CASHIERS

Non-Denominational-Contemporary Worship
242 Hwy 107N, 1/4 miles from Crossroads in Cashiers

www.gracecashiers.com • Pastor Steve Doerter: 743-9814
Services: Sundays 10am - Wed. - 7pm; Dinner - Wed. 6pm 

HAMBURG BAPTIST CHURCH
Hwy 107N. • Glenville, NC • 743-2729 • Pr. Nathan 

Johnson
Sunday: School 9:45a, Worship 11a & 7p, Bible Study 6p

Wed. Kidsquest 6p.; Worship 7p.

HIGHLANDS ASSEMBLY OF GOD
Randy Reed, Pastor828-421-9172 • 165 S. Sixth Street  

Sundays: Worship:11 
HIGHLANDS CENTRAL BAPTIST CHURCH

Pastor Dan Robinson
670 N. 4th Street (next to the Highlands Civic Center)
Sun.: Bible Study 10a; Morning Worship 10:45a., Evening 

Worship, 6p. Wednesday: Prayer Service, 6:30 p.
HIGHLANDS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

Pastor Randy Lucas 526-3376
Sun: School 9:45a.; Worship 9:09,10:50.; Youth 5:30 p.

Wed: Supper: 5:15; youth, & adults activities: 6; Handbell 
rehearsal, 6:15; Choir Rehearsal 7. (nursery provided ); 7pm 

Intercessory Prayer Ministry 
HOLY FAMILY LUTHERAN CHURCH: ELCA

Chaplain Margaret Howell • 2152 Dillard Road • 526-9741
LutheranChurchoftheHolyFamily.yolasite.com

Sun: School and Adult discussion group 9:30 a.m.;  
Worship/Communion:10:30 

HEALING SERVICE on the 5th Sunday of the month.
MACEDONIA BAPTIST CHURCH

8 miles south of Highlands on N.C. 28 S in Satolah
Pastor Zane Talley

Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11, Choir:6 p.m.
Wed: Bible Study and Youth Mtg.:7 p.m.

MOUNTAIN SYNAGOGUE
at St. Cyprian’s Episcopal Church, Franklin • 828-524-9463

MOUNTAIN BIBLE CHURCH 
743-2583 • Independent Bible Church 

Sun:10:30 a.m. at Big Ridge Baptist Church,  
4224 Big Ridge Road (4.5 miles from NC 107) 

Weds: Bible Study 6:30 p.m.; Youth Group 6 p.m. 
OUR LADY OF THE MOUNTAINS  

CATHOLIC CHURCH
Rev. Father Casmir – 526-2418

Mass: Sun: 11 a.m.; Sat. at 4p
SCALY MOUNTAIN BAPTIST CHURCH

Rev. Marty Kilby
Sundays: School –10 a.m.; Worship –11 a.m. & 7 

Wednesdays: Prayer Mtg.:7 p.m.
SCALY MOUNTAIN CHURCH OF GOD

290 Buck Knob Road; Pastor Donald G. Bates • 526-3212
Sun.: School:10 a.m.; Worship:10:45 a.m.; Worship: 6 p.m.

SHORTOFF BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Rev. Andy Cloer 

Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11 a.m. 
Wednesdays: Prayer & Bible Study:6 p.m. 

COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH OF SKY VALLEY
706.746.3144• 696 Sky Valley Way #447, Pastor Gary Hewins
Worship: Sun. 9 a.m., with Holy Communion the 1st & 3rd 
Sun.; Tues: Community Supper 5:30 followed by Bible Study. 

THE CHURCH OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD
1448 Highway 107 South, Office: 743-2359 • Rev. Rob Wood

June-Sept: Sunday Services: Rite I, 8a, Rite II, 9:15 & 11a
Nursery available for Rite II services

Sept 6-Oct 25-Informal Evening Eucharist-5:30 p.m. 
Thursday: Noon Healing Service with Eucharist.

UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST FELLOWSHIP 
85 Sierra Drive, Franklin • uufranklin.org  

Sunday Worship - 11 a.m. 
WHITESIDE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Rev. Sam Forrester/Cashiers
Sunday School:10 am, Worship Service:11 am

John 3:16

With the temps cooling down, it was time for me to 
search for the best winter snuggle spots.  Heaven 
forbid I be unprepared for cold weather. When 

the temps are warm, I can be found in plain sight stretched 
out on the wood floor or atop the back of  Mum’s recliner, 
where I can swish my tail across her face while I look out 
the front door. For cooler temps, I need new spots.

If  the mood strikes, I may recline on one of  the couch-
es, and I may even curl up in one of  the kitty beds per-
fectly positioned in the middle of  each one. Frankly, I much 
prefer to lie between the kitty bed and the couch pillows, 
though Mum is never happy with that scenario. “Puddin’,” 
she fusses as she picks me up and places me in a round 
fleece bed, “Why can’t you get in your bed?” She doesn’t 
seem to understand the attraction of  lying on a clean couch 
cushion, and she’s none too pleased when I hop right back 
onto the couch.

I know all about couches and kitty beds, so I did my 
Goldilocks act to find additional snuggle spots. Mum says a 
girl can never have too many shoes; I say a kitty can never 
have too many snuggle spots. 

The first one I tried was a kitty size basket next to the 
hearth. I spent lots of  time there last winter when the wood 
burning stove was going. It’s nice and toasty, and it’s ideally 
positioned so I can lift my head to see Mum, Dad, and Lord 
Banjo. When I know all is well, I drop my pretty kitty face 
back into snooze position for another few hours, unless of  
course I notice someone head for the kitchen or Mum go to 
her office, where the kitty treats are hidden.

Next, I found a new perch in a basket of  comfy throws 
hidden at the end of  a couch.  It took Mum a while to find 
me, I guess because I’ve never before settled there. Mum 
doesn’t give up easily, though, so my new spot was soon 
discovered. I’ve gone back to it a few times, but I’m not yet 
sure it’s a keeper. 

The third spot was the large metal log holder on the 
hearth.  For some reason, it’s decorated with paintings of  
rabbits.  “Why rabbits?” I’ve asked, but I’ve yet to get an an-
swer. “Mum,” I’ve meowed, “It would be way better to have 
kitties on it or even dogs,” but again--no response.

The metal container is usually filled with lumpy, un-
comfortable logs, so I’ve never tried it before. Right now, it’s 
filled with newspapers and some fun brown packing paper. 
I do love packing paper, especially the big twisted pieces 
that come in the Amazon boxes that seem to arrive daily. 
When a box full of  twisted paper stays in the kitchen a few 
days, I burrow deep into it and purr. 

It turns out the log holder is not a good spot because it 
shakes, rattles, and rolls when I climb in, and Mum hears the 
metal against the stone hearth. Okay, Okay, it doesn’t really 
roll. No matter, it’s hard to enjoy a snuggle spot when it’s 
noisy. Still, it was fun to give it a try.  For now, I’ve deemed 
my two comfy baskets, my kitty beds, and Mum and Dad’s 
laps the best cold weather choices. But a gal can always 
change her mind, right?

Princess Puddin’ Penn resides in Georgia with her dad, her mom 
Kathy Manos Penn, and her canine brother Lord Banjo. Please send 
comments, compliments, and questions to inkpenn119@gmail.com. She 
appears in “Lord Banjo the Royal Pooch,” a book that can be found 
on Amazon, at Books Unlimited in Franklin, and at Mountain Paws.

Princess Puddin’s search 
for snuggle spots

•Catspeak•
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526-5999
Located at 680 N. 4th. St., Highlands

Carrying a wide variety of  
natural products for your  

Mind, Body & Home.
Open Mon.-Sat. 9a to 5:30p

Organic Fresh Juices & Smoothies  
and Salads “On the Go!”
Open Mon.-Sat. 9a to 5p

•Word Matter•

Bud Katz

Let It Snow

As I write this there’s nearly 
a foot of  snow on the 
ground in our little enclave 

east of  town. The typically twenty-
foot rhododendron separating our 
home from the Nantahala National 
Forest have been brought to their 
knees by the wet, heavy downpour. 
Our driveway is impassable, thanks 
to a neighbor’s tree, which saw fit to 
throw its branches up in surrender, secure in 
the knowledge, no doubt, that more snow is 
on the way.

Winter, formally, at least, is still nearly 
two weeks away. Welcome to our little slice of  
heaven.

Last year, on this very same weekend, we 
enjoyed … no, that’s the wrong word, experi-
enced a similar seasonal event. Each year since 
we became full time residents of  Highlands 
we have experienced at least one snow event 
that rendered even our beloved Subaru Out-
back, if  not useless, then unnecessary, because 
we aren’t going anywhere.

Thanks to advances in meteorology tele-
vision weathercasters seem to be able to more 
accurately predict when, where and how much 
snowfall, rainfall, winter mix-fall is going to, 
well, fall. This gives us ample time to prepare 
by, as the missus likes to put it, provisioning, 
from Bryson’s, Ingles, or wherever else we 
need to head to obtain whatever is necessary 
to feed us and her beloved backyard birds.

Oh, yes, dear readers. Again, as I write 
this, Mr. and Mrs. Redbird, a glorious eastern 
Towhee, two or three nuthatches, titmice, Car-
olina chickadees, and a whole gaggle of  slate-
colored Juncos are feeding from pieces of  
pottery set atop mounds of  snow on the back 
deck. I’d call them a distraction, but they’re 
actually, in no particular order, a hoot, cackle, 
chirp and twitter. It’s as if  they’ve convened 
a meeting of  the local chapter of  their POA 
just to keep us amused between the momen-
tary power blips, interruptions of  our satel-
lite delivered television and the ability of  our 
Internet provider to keep our connectivity up 
and running. 

After nearly forty years of  living in 
Florida, where serious bad weather events, 
hurricanes, for example, are typically louder, 
harsher and way more destructive, with the ar-
rival of  a foot of  snow we get to enjoy a whole 
other level of  beauty, quiet and peacefulness 
here among the trees, shrubs and yard litter. 
Of  course, occasionally that yard litter comes 
in the form of  the previously mentioned 
downed tree, which sometimes decides to 
knock down power lines, or otherwise disturb 
us from the, let’s call it quietude of  a winter 
weather event. 

Of  course, we’re lucky. As retirees there’s 

very little on our calendars that can’t 
be moved to a day, date or time when 
conditions are more hospitable. For 
those Highlanders who must work, 
get to school, attend appointments 
with doctors, or with friends, or en-
tertain relatives who want a taste of  
what we who live here have all the 
time, with all due respect, please do 
not underestimate the importance 

of  paying attention to the conditions and the 
environment. 

For those visiting the plateau, if  you don’t 
have to go out during a significant to major 
snow event, don’t go out. Often, there’s ice 
underneath all that beautiful snow and I don’t 
care what you’re driving, no set of  wheels is a 
match for ice. Just like those of  questionable 
intelligence who decide a Category Three hur-
ricane is a good time to break out your boogie 
board and ride some twelve to 15-foot waves, 
skiing or tobogganing down a hill or road that 
might or might not have speed bumps built 
into it promises to put a real damper on your 
Sunday afternoon. 

This particular winter weather event 
doesn’t rise to the level of  a blizzard, but then 
again, by Sunday night it wasn’t over. The 
‘Weather’ tab on the website for the Highlands 
Newspaper, www.highlandsinfo.com, told us 
at least another couple of  inches of  the white 
stuff  is heading our way Monday before giving 
way to rain, and then sunshine will render our 
world more friendly to all.

Those of  us who are blessed to live here 
understand that winter weather is part of  the 
price of  admission. We tend to not mess with 
Mom Nature. We let her do as she will and then 
either deal with or simply enjoy whatever she 
decides to deliver.
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Allan Dearth & Sons
Generator 

Sales & Service, Inc.

828-526-9325
Cell: 828-200-1139

email: allandearth@msn.com

•Classifieds•

Highlands Automotive

Service
&

Repair

NC
Inspection

Station

2851 Cashiers Road • highlandsautomotive.com
828-787-2360

Call Us for Your Vacation Rental 
&

Property Management Needs

David and Lori Bee, Brokers/Owners

177 Main Street
Wright Square

Highlands, NC 28741
828-526-9999

& Buyers Agency

 Award Winning Eco-Friendly Interior Design

 828-526-0031 • barb@dornbushdesign.com
www.dornbushdesign.com

Ryan M. Bears
Broker

Pat Allen, Broker in Charge

Cell: 803-271-5426
Office: 828-526-8784

Ryan@patallenrealtygroup.com

Acupuncture Highlands 
for health and vitality! 

Chinese herbal medicine & dietary therapy 
Myoskeletal Alignment & orthopedic bodywork 
acute illness, injury, internal ailments, pain 

wellness, prevention, anti-aging 

Rn�Eifiij (828) 526-0743 ��$1J 
Kim Bonsteel, LAc - acupuncturehighlands.com 
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Loma Linda
Farm

Dog Boarding • Day Care
Pastoral Park

in Home and Leash Free
Lodging in the lap of luxury

(828) 421-7922
Highlands Nc

lomalindafarm@gmail.com
www.lomalindafarm.com NC License #10978

Larry Houston
Rock Work

Walls • Fireplaces • Patios • Piers 
All Rock Work • Stucco

(828) 526-4138 or (828) 200-3551

JUST TALK TO ME 
I am 73. I am Pain-Free. Are You? 

CBD� HEALS 
�-�(-)i"---11111111111. 

VIVA WELLNESS 
526-1566
FAR INFRARED 8AUNA�eAPSULE 
HYDRO MASSAGE 8PA�C,APSULE 
WHOLE BODY 

VIBRATION 
5 Cottage Row • U.S. 64 East 

110 mins./ $25

HELP WANTED
P/T CLEANER NEED TO CLEAN A OFFICE 

BUILDING IN CASHIERS daytime position pays 16.00 
An hour,must pass background check and D/S contact Bob at 
RNLUNDYGVPM@GMAIL.COM (st. 11/15)

BAKE MY DAY is hiring all positions. Full/Part-Time. 
Please contact Ashley at 828-487-4633 or come visit us at 137 
Min Street, Highlands. (st. 10/25)

HOUSEKEEPING PROFESSIONALS at Highlands-

Cashiers Hospital. Generous shift differentials, paid time off, 
health insurance, and retirement benefits for full time roles. 
Apply today: missionhealth.org/careers. (st. 9/13)

SALES  ASSOCIATE– Highend retail clothing store in 
Highlands and Cashiers, NC. Full time, part time and seasonal. 
Inquire to 828-200-0928. (st. 5/10) 

ITEMS FOR SALE
YAMAHA GRAND PIANO, mint condition, $7500. 

Call 303-870-2442. (12/13) 

12-FT. ARTIFICAL CHRISTMAS TREE with lights. 
Asking $250. Call 828-200-0902.  (st. 11/29)

TWIN BEDS - complete set of 2, vintage look wooden 
headboards, and linens-$400.  Beautiful antique, tall 6 drawer 
mahogany dresser-$350.  Call (828) 482-2380. (st. 11/29)

2004 Honda CR-V LX 2WD Black - 182,100 Miles—-
Some cosmetic blemishes, but carefully maintained with past 5 
years of service history. Cruise Control, Air Conditioning, Front 
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chestnut storage

Look for our sign!
10890 Buck Creek Rd. - 1/2 mile off Cashiers Rd near the hospital 

Storage Units Available
Secure 24 Hour Access

Easy In - Easy Out
Great Rates - Great Terms

Call today to find out why we’re
“Highland’s Premier Facility”

828-482-1045

Whiteside Cove  
Cottages

800-805-3558 • 828-526-2222

5 new log cabins 
nestled in the 

hemlocks on 25 acres at 
the base of Whiteside 

Mountain.

• Residential or  
Commercial 

• Over 40 Years  
Experience 

• Fast and Dependable
• FREE Estimates

• FREE Pick-up and 
Delivery

American 
Upholstery 

Same Phone Numbers:
(864) 638-9661 cell: (864) 710-9106

105 Ashley Drive • Walhalla, SC 29691
(Same Owners: Morris & Rachel Bible)

• Interior & Exterior Painting
• Pressure Washing

• House Maintenance
• Drywall Repair

• Deck Repair
Quality Work • Fully Insured

Lupe Gonzales
avpintura@gmail.com

828-332-1539 or 678-873-2927

• Grading
• Excavating
• Driveways
• Build sites

• Hauling
• Septic Systems 

Edwin Wilson
Cell (828) 421-3643 

Office/fax (828) 526-4758
wilsongrading@yahoo.com 

WE HAVE MOVED TO

Sample Books Available

l l l li t 1 l 
HIGHLANDER 1 
ROOFING SERVICES INC 

New & Re-Roofing Applications Including: 
Asphalt • Cedar • Metal & Synthetic Materials 

Showroom Location 
1511 Highlands Rd 
Franklin, NC 28734 

Office (828) 524-7773 
Cell (828) 526-6421 

luke@highlandernc.com 
www.highlandernc.com 

Mendoza Tree Expert
Quality Tree Care & Removal •14+ years

Juventino Mendoza
828-200-9217

Fully Insured 
• References Available

mendozatreeexpert@gmail.com

FIREWOOD FOR SALE

We now accept all credit cards

26 Highlands Plaza
Highlands, NC 28741

Phone: 828-526-3241
Fax: 828-482-9019
Email: rachelbkelleyllc@gmail.com

Rachel B. Kelley, PMHNP-BC
ARNP - Board Certified

Psychiatric • Mental Health
Medication Management
Positive Wellness

Airbags, Radio/Single CD Player, Power Windows, Power Door 
Mirrors, Split-Bench Rear Seat, Rear Wiper.—$4,250—Call (828) 
482-2442. (st. 11/29)

ATTENTION ANTIQUE LOVERS. used fine furniture, 
some from England. Pub table with chairs, formal sofa, his and 
her parlor chairs, Henredon bedroom set, accent tables and 
collectibles. Please call or text Faye 828-421-7197 or 828-421-
3785. (st. 8/30) 

JACUZZI, WHIRLPOOL BATH, 23 Jets, 72” x 60”, 3 
years old, cost $6,500; sell for $1,800 404-358-3076. (st. 7/19) 

•Classifieds•

MORALESPAINTINGSERVICES@GMAIL.COM

706.982.9768
828-226.5347

INTERIOR/EXTERIOR PAINTING • LAWN MAINTENANCE
HOUSE MAINTENANCE • QUALITY WORK

FULLY INSURED

SERVICES 
GUTTER CLEANING, METAL FABRICATON roof 

repairs, debris removal. Call 371-1103. (st. 4/26)
HIGHLANDS-CASHIERS HANDI-MAN – Can fix 

anything inside or out. Carpentry, painting, pressure washing, lawn 
care, hauling. and will monitor house during winter. Free Estimates. 
References. Call Tony. 828-200-5770 or 828-482-0159. (9/20)

HIGH COUNTRY PHOTO/KEVIN VINSON: scan-
ning photos, slides & negatives to CD or DVD for easier viewing. 
Video transfer to DVD. Everything done in house. Leave message 
at 828-526-5208. (st. 11/22)

REAL ESTATE FOR SALE
FLAT MOUNTAIN/ BRUSH CREEEK ACREAGE 

FOR SALE BY OWNER. 13.2 total acres, old mountain 
homestead. Beautiful views, several great building sites, old liv-
able farm house, small studio size cabin, rental income possible, 
some pasture and some woods, partial fenced, well water, three 
different roads to enter property, sub-dividable, amazing potential 
on this tract of land. Please call 706-400-2596 or email vhcham-
bers60@yahoo.comfor more info. $800,000 OBO (12/20)

3.20 ACRES UNRESTRICTED. Power underground, 
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borders National forest, 190 degree 
view. 10 min to Main Street. 3 septic 
fields, 1 well 7 g p.m. 2 house foun-
dations established and approved 
by county inspectors. 2Bed/2Bath 
Clayton home livable while building. 
Spring rights and more land avail-
able. For beautiful sunsets contact 
gracefamilia@yahoo.com. (st. 9/21)

1.21 ACRES FOR SALE BY 
OWNER - OTTO, NC - $28,000. 
Lot 12 Quail Haven Road. Otto, 
NC. Price not firm...open for nego-
tiation. Please email if interested to 
ddmarsh15@aol.com or call/text to 
239-980-0531. Please leave a mes-
sage. (st. 7/20) 

RENTALS
IN TOWN, upper level One 

Bedroom apartment $800 includes 
utilities. Chambers Realty & Vacation 
Rentals 828-526-3717. (st. 10/11) 

NEWLY GORGEOUSLY  
RENOVATED 3 BEDROOM 
2 BATH  in  High land Fa l l s 
Country Club. 24-hr gated security, 
Meticulously maintained grounds. 
Nantahala Forest and several 
waterfalls within the country club. 
2 miles to Highlands’ Main Street’s 
boutique shopping and gourmet 
restaurants. Top of the line appliances, 
gas stove, quartz counter tops. 
Mountain chic at its finest. 6-month 
rental for December-May. $3,000/
mth.678-360-2296. (st. 11/1) 

IN TOWN, Three bedroom/ 
two bath home in Mirror Lake area. 
FURNISHED. $1400. not including 
utilities. Yard and screened porch. 
Annual lease. NO pets. No Smokers. 
Chambers Realty & Vacation Rentals 
828-526-3717. (st. 10/11)

VACATION RENTAL: In-
town Highlands 3bd/3ba. $420 
nightly. Visit our web site for more 
details, 29brockcourt.wordpress.

com/ or call Chambers Agency 828-
526-3717. Open year-round. (st. 11/21)

134 LAURELWOOD 
LANE, HIGHLANDS, NC. Lease 
this beautiful 3 Bed/3 Bath Contem-
porary house in town. Chef’s kitchen 
huge living area, French oak floors, 
wood burning fireplace, screened in 
porch, hot tub, bonus room above 
2-car garage. Downstairs level is 
large living area that can be used as 
a studio apartment, full bath w/ claw 
foot tub, wine cellar and patio. $2800 
month or $2500 month for just the 
main level only. House in Order 
Property Management, Virtual Tour 
on Houseinorderpm.com (828) 484-
1571

659 HOLT RD, HIGHLANDS, 
NC. Lease this beautiful 3 Bed/2 Bath 
home on Atlanta side of Highlands 
minutes from town. Open floor 
plan, gas fireplace, sunroom and 
deck, washer/dryer, 2 car garage  
$2000 month, House in Order 
Property Management, Virtual Tour 
on Houseinorderpm.com (828) 484-
1571 (12/26)

556 SHORTOFF RD. HIGH-
LANDS, NC. For rent 3 bed/1bath 
bungalow, laundry room w/storage, 
generator, garage state maintained 
road, 3 miles from Highlands on Ca-
shiers side $1300/month. Houseinor-
derpm.com 828-484-1571. (12/26)

SOUTHERN BELLS RES-
TAURANT on Cashiers Road for 
lease. Experienced restaurateurs only. 
Call 706-782-6252. (st. 5/3)

FALLS ON MAIN -– Up and 
Down units available. Call 706-782-
6252. (st. 5/3). 

•Classifieds• •Legal Notice•
18 SP 99

NOTICE OF FORECLOSURE SALE
NORTH CAROLINA,
MACON COUNTY

Under and by virtue of a Power of Sale contained in that certain Deed of Trust executed Tucker-
Joyner Properties and guaranteed by Harold J. Joyner to Smith, Thompson, Shaw & Manause, PA as 
Trustee in the amount of $555,000.00, payable to Capital City Bank and secured by a Deed of Trust 
dated January 10, 2005 and recorded in Book G-29, at Page 1578, Macon County Registry, North 
Carolina.

Default having been made of the note thereby secured by the said Deed of Trust and the under-
signed, Scott D. Neumann, having been substituted as Trustee in said Deed of Trust, and the holder of 
the note evidencing said default having directed that the Deed of Trust be foreclosed, the undersigned 
Substitute Trustee will offer for sale at the courthouse door of the county courthouse where the 
property is located, or the usual and customary location at the county courthouse for conducting 
the sale on December 14, 2018 at 10:00 AM, and will sell to the highest bidder for cash the following 
described property situated in Macon County, North Carolina, to wit:

Being all of: Lot 1, containing 1.27 acres, Lot 2, containing 0.92 acre, and Lot 3, containing 0.81 acre, 
together with that certain 0.59 acre parcel located above Lot 1 and 3, containing 0.81 acre, together 
with that certain 0.59 acre parcel located above Lot 1 and designated as “Park Area” on plat referenced 
herein, all of Highlands Gorge and further shown and described on a survey dated May 16, 2005, pre-
pared by Benjimim a. West, RLS, and recorded Card 4508, Macon County Registry, together with the 
join, non-exclusive right to the use of easements shown on said plat, and the additional 50-foot access 
easement conveyed to Grantor herein by deed recorded in Deed Book W-25, Pages 1438-1440, Macon 
County Registry.

*The general description of the property is provided for convenience but is not guaranteed; the 
legal description in the Deed of Trust controls.

A cash deposit (no personal checks) of five percent (5%) of the purchase price, or Seven Hundred 
Fifty Dollars ($750.00), whichever is greater, will be required at the time of the sale. Following the ex-
piration of the statutory upset bid period, all the remaining amounts are immediately due and owing. 
THIRD PARTY PURCHASERS MUST PAY THE EXCISE TAX AND THE RECORDING COSTS FOR 
THEIR DEED.

Said property to be offered pursuant to this Notice of Sale is being offered for sale, transfer and 
conveyance AS IS WHERE IS. There are no representations of warranty relating to the title or any 
physical, environmental, health or safety conditions existing in, on, at, or relating to the property being 
offered for sale. This sale is made subject to all prior liens, unpaid taxes, any unpaid land transfer taxes, 
special assessments, easements, rights of way, deeds of release, and any other encumbrances or excep-
tions of record. To the best of the knowledge and belief of the undersigned, the current owner(s) of 
the property is/are Tucker-Joyner Properties, LLC.

An Order for possession of the property may be issued pursuant to G.S. 45-21.29 in favor of the 
purchaser and against the party or parties in possession by the clerk of superior court of the county 
in which the property is sold. Any person who occupies the property pursuant to a rental agreement 
entered into or renewed on or after October 1, 2007, may, after receiving the notice of sale, termi-
nate the rental agreement by providing written notice of termination to the landlord, to be effective 
on a date stated in the notice that is at least 10 days, but no more than 90 days, after the sale date 
contained in the notice of sale, provided that the mortgagor has not cured the default at the time 
the tenant provides the notice of termination [NCGS 45-21.16A(b)(2)]. Upon termination of a rental 
agreement, the tenant is liable for rent due under the rental agreement prorated to the effective date 
of the termination.

If the trustee is unable to convey title to this property for any reason, the sole remedy of the pur-
chaser is the return of the deposit. Reasons of such inability to convey include, but are not limited to, 
the filing of a bankruptcy petition prior to the confirmation of the sale and reinstatement of the loan 
without the knowledge of the trustee. If the validity of the sale is challenged by any party, the trustee, 
in their sole discretion, if they believe the challenge to have merit, may request the court to declare the 
sale to be void and return the deposit. The purchaser will have no further remedy.

Scott D. Neumann
P.O. Box 2020

535 N. 4th Street
Highlands, NC 28741

(828) 526-0200 • (828) 526-0218 Fax
Dec. 6, Dec. 13
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Main Street Inn & Bistro 
828-526-2590 • mainstreet-inn.com

“Ace is the Place.”

At Main & 3rd streets
Highlands 526-2157

Hardware
Reeves

3

www.highlandsiscalling.com
828-526-3717 

11

Country Club Properties
“Your local hometown 

Real Estate professionals.”
3 Offices 828-526-2520

www.CCPHighlandsNC.com

2

 “Let me introduce you to our charming  
corner of the world.”

114 N. 4th Street • Highlands, NC

sheryl.wilson@sothebysrealty.com • highlandssir.com

“Highlands is calling  
and I must go.”

office: 828.526.8300 • cell: 828.337.0706

Pam Nellis 
BROKER 

828-787-1895
pamela.nellis@yahoo.com 

� 
LANDMARK 
REAL ESTATE SALES 8: VACATION RENTALS 

A�u.o:-,n, 

www.LandmarkRG.com I 828-526-4663 I 225 Main St.

6

Suzanne McDavid
Broker

cell: (678) 276-6133 • Off: (828) 526-8300

401 N 5th St., Highlands

13

SILVER EAGLE 

349 Main Street, Highlands, NC
828.526.5190 silvereaglegallery.com

Native American Jewelry
  Crystal & Gem Gallery

Joe Deckman, Broker
347.749.6468 • deckman43@gmail.com

Kay Deckman, Broker
917.363.5700. • kaydeckman@yahoo.com

114 N. 4th St., Highlands

Sheryl Wilson

The Log Cabin
Casual Dining in 1924 Joe Webb log cabin

Nightly at 5 p.m. • 828-526-5777

33

33
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Mitzi Rauers, Broker 
404-218-9123 

mitzi@meadowsmtnrealty.com
meadowsmountainrealty.com

13

K-H Park

Martin-Lipscomb 
Performing Arts Center 

(PAC)

5



www.firemt.com • (800) 775-4446

Cashmere
Scotland’s Best Knitwear

McCULLEY’S

“Top of the Hill”

242 S. 4th St.

Open 7 days a week
526-4407

33

828-526-2338

30...on the Verandah 
Restaurant

on Lake Sequoyah

www.ontheverandah.com

Open Year-Round
343-D Main Street. • 526-4035

Lunch 
daily 

11a-4p
Dinner 

daily 
5:30p

Paoletti

#1 Broker 
Highlands/Cashiers  

2001-2017 per  
Highlands-Cashiers MLS

7

8

9

6

 5 5

Jody Lovell • 828-526-4104
highlandssothebysrealty.com

Closed now.
Open

Dec. 21-31

www.wildthymegourmet.com

Invest In An Extraordinary Experience
125 South 4th Street, Highlands • (828) 526-8118 • www.WhiteOakRG.com

Susie deVille, Broker Associate
828-371-2079

Bee Gleeson, Broker Associate
404-307-1415

Pat Gleeson, Owner, BIC
828-782-0472

 5

Pat Allen 
Broker-in-charge

Cell: 828-200-9179 
pat@patallenrealtygroup.com 

Office: 828-526-8784
295 Dillard Road

Highlands, NC 28741

 5

Not the Biggest ... Just the Best!

www.patallenrealtygroup.com 

Kurt Barbee
828-545-7272
Ryan Bears

803-271-5426
Christy Harris
404-229-8737 

Rick Harrison
404-906-5113 
Julie Osborn

BROKERS:
828-200-6165

Sherman Pope 
828-342-4277
Cy Timmons 
828-200-9762

Steve Sheppard
404-219-1349
Sheila Welch
828-342-0695

DAV ID 
BOCK 
BUILDERS 

www.BockBuilders.com 828-526-2240 

A Top Producer for 14 Years

Closed through Dec. 19 
Join us for the Holidays and 

our New Year’s Gala
Please call for reservations.

526-4906


