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Merry Christmas & Happy Holidays!

Photo by Jim Lewicki

A Great Christmas Present
By Lee Lyons
Highlands Writers Group

A couple of  years ago I 
asked Andrew, my neph-
ew, “What do you want for 

Christmas?”
Andrew was twenty-one, 

fresh out of  Erskine college on 
his first job as a youth minister. He 
joked, “World peace and money.” 
Then he asked me the same ques-
tion.

 I went on a tirade of  want-
ing nothing. “Please, no more 
bedroom shoes, candles, can-
dies, soaps and perfume. I’ve got 
enough pepper jelly to paint the 
walls green. God plays the biggest 
trick on us. We spend all our lives 
acquiring stuff  and then we get to 
the point when we want to give it 
away and no one wants it.” I had 
just tried to give Andrew a load of  
stuff.

“God doesn’t do that,” An-
drew said. “People do that. You 
sure there is not one little thing on 
your list?”

Well, that got me thinking 
and I came up with one. It was 
a present I had asked of  my son 
before he was killed in a car acci-
dent. “Andrew, are you registered 

to vote?”
I could tell by the length of  

time it took him to answer that he 
was not. He came up with what 
he thought was a good reason. “I 
don’t feel I’m informed enough 
about the issues to vote.”

At least he didn’t say he was 
avoiding jury duty, an excuse 
I’ve heard over the years.  I told 
him, “You made it through col-
lege. I think you could get more 
informed if  you wanted to. After 
all, you said you wanted world 
peace. If  you really want to give 
me a present, I’d like to see your 
voter’s registration.” 

I went on another tirade 
about all the men and women in 
the armed forces who get killed 
or injured trying to give people in 
other countries the right to vote. 
They keep us safe while we cel-
ebrate Christmas at home and 
yet some Americans can’t get off  
their butts to vote. I laid it on 
pretty thick.

I was surprised Andrew 
hadn’t registered to vote because 
he is a responsible young man. To 
his credit, he didn’t argue or make 
excuses. He said he would pray Where the secular and religious meet...Highlands.

With the passing of  its reso-
lution approving an Installment 
Financing Contract at the Dec. 13 
Town Board meeting, the town 
has taken the first step toward 
making a broadband highway 
through the town limits on its 
2,700 poles a reality.

To entice broadband compa-
nies and to set up a “smart-city” 
grid, the town plans on shoulder-
ing the expense of  constructing 
the fiber network with a $4.6 mil-
lion loan from BB&T. 

A commercial contractor will 
build the aerial network for the 
town. Wide Open Networks, who 
will potentially run the operation, 
will provide the capital to build the 
underground portion. 

“They are consulting with 
their investors about what they 
will contribute and the potential 

•See LOAN page 6

Town needs 
LGC OK for 
$4.6M loan 

for fiber 
highway

At the December Town 
Board meeting, citizens turned 
out to hear the final word on the 
proposed tree planters on Main 
Street but what they got was yet 

another proposal.
This began a litany of  com-

ments and insinuations claiming 
the board wasn’t being transparent.

“As a business owner on Main 

Street, this process has been the 
most nontransparent program I 
have seen,” said Bob Kieltyka co-
owner of  The Christmas Tree. “I 

More trees cause uproar at TB meeting
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Highlands Mayor
Patrick Taylor

•Letter•

Dear Editor,
In reference to the the article in the Dec. 6 edition, “Street name Paul Walden Rd to 

remain,” do the people who want to change the name of  Paul Walden road know anything 
about the person so named?

As a teenager I knew and loved Paul and Sarah Walden. I was a freshman in high 
school (late 1950s) ad played basketball. Beloved teacher Prof  Newton also was coach and 
drove the ball bus to away games.

Paul and Sarah Walden were our chaperones. every time that old, cold ball bus 

Respect history .... please

Last Thursday’s Town Board 
meeting had two conten-
tious items, the broadband 

public hearing and Main Street tree 
planting plan. Let me provide my 
perspective.

As the presiding officer of  
the meeting I take responsibility 
for not managing this agenda item 
better. The plan that the Land Use 
Committee developed in conjunc-
tion with NCDOT and Highlands 
Chamber representatives was 
included in the agenda packet for consider-
ation by the full board.  Procedurally, I should 
had made it clear that the plan in the packet 
was the one put forth by the committee and 
should be considered first. The proposal to 
add three additional trees that Commissioner 
Pierson brought forth for review was devel-
oped after the first plan was developed.

The images of  the plan and the addi-
tional trees were presented in a continuous 
sequence, giving the impression that the first 
plan was no longer under consideration. Giv-
en the confusion, I believe tabling the pro-
posal was the best course of  action. The Land 
Use committee and Chamber representatives 
will meet before the January Town Board 
Meeting to review the issue and again make 
recommendations.  

During the ensuing discussion, some 

people implied that the board had 
a hidden agenda to scuttle the plan 
recommended by the Land Use 
Committee. That is simply not the 
case. 

Commissioner Pierson pro-
posed an alternative after realizing 
the large separations between the 
trees on the first plan. He wanted 
to provide a visual to show the dif-
ference of  adding three trees would 
have before a plan was voted on. 

Some may question why the 
mayor allowed him to present this idea. My 
response is that commissioners, as elected 
public officials, can introduce an idea or topic 
for discussion at any Highlands Town Board 
Meeting. As it should be, I do not have the au-
thority to limit what the board members want 
to discuss.

I listened carefully to the statements made 
during this review. One merchant stated he 
worries the additional trees will hide his busi-
ness sign intended to attract customers.  An-
other statement was made that “money doesn’t 
grow on trees.”  My response was that it’s not 
necessarily the case. Trees and money may go 
hand in hand. There is ample consumer re-
search confirming business districts with green 
tree canopies, in fact, attract more customers.  
Kathleen Wolf  of  the University of  Washing-
ton has written extensively on urban trees and 
consumer behavior. A business district with 
aesthetic architecture and street landscape mo-
tivate customers to park their cars, walk and 
stay in a business district. 

In 2003 Virginia Postrel wrote her 
groundbreaking book, The Substance of  Style.  
The book’s thesis is that we are now living in an 
aesthetic economy as much as a mass market-
ing, convenience economy. Communities like 
Highlands that embrace the aesthetic economy 
attract visitors. In contrast, the mass market-
ing, convenience economy centers around 
large illuminated and flashing signs that form 
business strip zones containing fast food and 
chain stores, all of  which boldly display larger 
than life national logos. 

Instead, Highlands has opted for an aes-
thetic, distinctively green Main Street with 
limited signage. I believe that is the concept 
supporting the proposed additional trees. The 
question is how many? The issue will be re-
viewed again at the January meeting.  

Sorry, I have to stop writing, I’m over the 
500-word limit.  I will write about the broad-
band hearing next week.

Merry Christmas!

About the Main Street discussion
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MeadowsMountainRealty.com  |  828.526.1717

At Highlands Falls CC 
2334 CASHIERS ROAD

Downtown Highlands
488 MAIN STREET

New Office in Cashiers 
132 HIGHWAY 107 SOUTH

Christmas
waves a magic wand
            over this world,

and behold,
everything is softer
     and more

         beautiful.
 - Norman Vincent Peale



• Highlands Area Dining •

Serving Lunch and Dinner Year-Round.
Gourmet Foods, Full Service Bar
Town Square at 343-D Main St. • Highlands

828-526-4035

Serving Lunch 
Mon-Sun • 11a to 4p

7 days a week

LUNCH: Fri. - Sun. noon to 4p
DINNER: 

Mon.-Thurs. 5-10p • Fri.-Sun. 4-10p
For reservations call: 526-4429

332 Main Street • Highlands

Cyprus  
International Cuisine

Sports Page 
Sandwich Shoppe

Monday:Saturday
Breakfast: 7:30:10:30am 

Lunch: Until 2:30pm

Now Serving Breakfast & 
Lunch All Year Long!

Full cooked-to-order breakfast &
Daily Lunch Specials.

314 main Street, Highlands • (828) 526-3555

Serving Dinner 
from 5:30p 

7 days a week
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Open Daily: 
Mon - Sat 7 - 4; Sunday 8 - 3 

UNDER NEW MANAGEMENT 
Craft Breakfast, Lunch and Pastries 

Daily Chef Created Soups, Salads & Sandwiches 
137 Main Street, Wright Square, Highlands, NC 

828.487 .4633 

Menus Printed Daily
Fresh Seasonal  

Ingredients
Now hiring all positions

 (828) 526-4906
‘Our 34th Year’Paoletti

Join us for the Holidays and our New Year’s Gala!
Open for Dinner at 5 p.m.

Southern Living: “Best Place for Dinner in Highlands”

We will be closed through Dec. 25. 
Re-opening Dec. 26-31.

Make your reservations to celebrate 
New Year’s Eve with us!

www.wolfgangs.net

Celebrating our 24th Season

Merry Christmas 
from Dusty’s.

Wishing all of you a 
Merry Christmas 

from our family to 
yours!

We will be closed 
December 23-25
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CULLASAJA CLUB This incredible lux-
ury home sits on the shore of Lake Ravenel with 
350’ of water frontage. The living room ceiling soars 
two stories with a floor-to-ceiling native stone fire-
place and a wall of glass which opens the room to 
the spacious covered deck. The kitchen boasts rich 
cabinetry, granite counters, SS appliances, and a 
large island. This home is a true masterpiece!

MLS# 89386  |  Offered for $2,900,000

HIGHLANDS CC An open floorplan 
and quality features, including gleaming oak 
flooring, native stone fireplace, tall windows and a 
vaulted ceiling lined with timber, add a dramat-ic 
tone to the living area. The orientation of the 
home ensures natural light is maximized and of-
fers the flexibility of additional living spaces. One 
bedroom guest apartment over the garage, dock, 
and beautiful gardens with fire pit.

MLS# 89162  |  Offered for $2,495,000

HIGHGATE This premiere long range view 
home features multiple living areas and includes 
four stone fireplaces, two wet bars, plus a large 
kitchen with three work spaces, and six guest 
suites plus a guest kitchen. The home boasts su-
perior craftsmanship, a temperature controlled 
wine cellar and beautiful mountain views, all 
within five minutes of downtown.

MLS# 89486  |  Offered for $2,800,000

HIGHLANDS This amazing historic prop-
erty features three completely updated homes: a 
5BR main house, a 1BR guest house, and a charm-
ing 2BR cabin. Clear Creek runs through the prop-
erty and a lake has been created. The current own-
ers raised champion golden retrievers and have 
a terrific kennel adjacent to the home. This area 
would also make a great art studio.

MLS# 89607  |  Offered for $2,395,000

MeadowsMountainRealty.com  |  828.526.1717

At Highlands Falls CC 
2334 CASHIERS ROAD

Downtown Highlands
488 MAIN STREET

New Office in Cashiers 
132 HIGHWAY 107 SOUTH

COTTAGES ON 4TH Another great community from 
Old Edwards and within an easy walk to downtown! The com-
munity will be gated and landscaped including a community 
pavilion and small pond. Homes built by John Lupoli. Pricing 
includes the Platinum membership in Old Edwards Club 
valued at $80,000 and includes all amenities. Offered through 
BHHS Meadows Mountain Realty.

MLS# 89806  |  Offered for $1,695,000



...on the Verandah 
Restaurant

on Lake Sequoyah
www.ontheverandah.com

 

US 64 west • Highlands
Closed now.

• Highlands Area Dining •
CELEBRATING OUR 29TH SEASON

Call 828.526.9419 for Reservations
531 Smallwood Ave. | On Harris Lake | Highlands

A UNIQUE FINE 
DINING EXPERIENCE

ON HARRIS LAKE

www.lakesiderestaurant.info

Coffee • Espresso Drinks
Smoothies • Hot Soup
Paninis • Baked Goods

On Main Street • Highlands
7 days a week • 7a to 6p • 526-0020
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Open New Year’s Eve! 

Open for Dinner in 
December at 5:30
Thursday, Friday & 

Saturday 
Open Thurs., Dec. 27 
through Mon. Dec. 31

Open 
Dec. 21-31

For 
reservations, 

call828-526-2338

Now showing at The 
Highlands Playhouse 

Friday 12/21 - Tuesday 12/25 

Showtimes are: 

There will be a 
1 & 4pm show 
on Christmas 

Eve and a 4pm 
show ONLY on 

• lfriday & Saturday at l, 4 & 7pm
Sunday at l & 4pm 

Monday Christmas Eve at l & 4pm 
Tuesday Christmas at 4pm ONLY 

Tickets are $ l 0 
$ 2 off Tuesdays 

828.526.2695 

...LETTER continued from page 2

Open Year Round • 6 days

Asia House
Japanese • Asian• Thai Cuisine

Mon. thru Thurs., 11a to 10p
Fri., & Sat., 11a to 11 p

Sun., noon to 10p
828-787-1680 or 828-787-1900

We Cater!
151 Helen’s Barn Avenue

Please call for reservations

Closed Wednesdays AND
Closed daily 3 to 4:30p 

cranked guess who was with us young people? Before each 
game they always gave each of  us a Hershey candy bar. 
That was a big deal to us.

Reason was it would give us energy to win. We always 
did very well. There are numerous good things that two 
people did for the community. Please try to know the his-
tory for the recognition!

Yes, he was a great Santa even though the traveling 
wasn’t easy. Paul alwys showed up in his red suit and bag 
of  goodies. Road name is well deserved.

Agnes Gibson Crowe
Highlands

Hudson Library in Highlands will be showing free 
holiday movies all day Saturday, December 22. 

Drop in any time the library is open, 10 AM to 4 
PM, to take in some Christmas cheer. Our movies, rang-
ing from favorite classics to new releases, will appeal to 
all ages, so you can drop off  your kids or grandkids while 
you take care of  that last-minute holiday shopping, or re-
lax and watch a movie yourself.

For more information or to request an accommoda-
tion, please call the library at 828-526-3031. Hudson Li-
brary, 554 Main Street in Highlands, is open 10am-5:30pm 
Tuesday through Friday and 10am-4:pm on Saturday.

Hudson Library’s 
Merry Xmasthon!

Book a private cooking class with Rachel 
at the Spice & Tea Exchange shop.

Get a group together and come ready 
for fun, good food and laughs!

$30/person

828-482-1609 • 330 Main Street, Highlands

Prepare to Fight the Winter Blues!

return over a 10-year lease period which NC law prescribes. 
The town is not the only entity exposed to risks,” said Mayor 
Pat Taylor. “So, even if  the LGC [Local Government Com-
mission] approves the loan, this may not move forward.”

The plan is for Wide Open Networks to lease the fiber 
highway from the town and to run the operation which will 
involve enticing broadband companies to drop lines from the 
poles directly to residences.

Before the $4.6 million loan can be finalized, the LGC 
must give the OK. It goes over the town’s finances and de-
cides if  it can handle the long-term investment.

According to the audit presented Thursday night, the 
town with almost $4 million in its undesignated fund balance 
and the money it makes from its enterprise funds – specifi-
cally its electric fund – it is likely the LGC will give the OK.

The resolution being sent to the LGC says no tax in-
crease will be imposed to fund the fiber highway. The com-

...LOAN continued from page 1

• See LOAN page 10
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El Azteca Rainforest Bar & Grill • 72 Highlands Plaza

El Azteca Rainforest Bar & Grill • 72 Highlands Plaza

� MOUNTAIN FRESH GROCERY 
EVER¥ FRIDAY AND SATURDAY NIGHT 
BEER, WINE, AND P.REMIUM COCKTAILS AVAILABLE 

FRIDAY NIGHT IS STEAKHOUSE NIGHT 
FROM 5:30PM TO 7:30PM (DINE-IN ONLY) 

18.99 
18.99 
23.99 
24.99 

ORDER FRON THE 6RILL 
GRILLED WILD-CAUGHT SALMON 
12-OUNCE NY STRIP
12-OUNCE RIBEYE
8-OUNCE FILET
TWO 5-OUNCE LOBSTER TAILS 24.99 

THEN HELP YOURSELF TO THE PREMIUM HOT AND 
COLD BAR WITH STEAKHOUSE SPECIALTIES SUCH AS: 

FRENCH ONION SOUP, SPINACH GRATIN, 
BAKED POTATOES, STEAK FRIES, MAC 'N CHEESE, 

SHERRI ED MUSHROOMS, POTATOES AU GRATIN, FRENCH 
GREEN BEANS, AND DESSERT. 

SATURDAY NIGHT IS BARBEQUE NIGHT 
FROM 5:30PM TO 7:30PM (DINE-IN ONLY) 

Adults $13.99 I 10 and under $7.99 
CONTINUOUSLY SERVED FRESH FROM THE HOT BAR! 

Rotating BBQ selections such as: 
PULLED PORK 

SMOKED CHICKEN 
SMOKED RIBS 
BEEF BRISKET 
FLANK STEAK 

SIDES MAY INCLUDE: 
CORNBREAD, COLLARD GREENS, COLESLAW, 

BAKED BEANS, AND HUSHPUPPIES. 

VISIT MFGRO.COM FOR DETAILS 

COOKING FOR HIG HLANDS 
MON-SAT OPEN AT 7AM AND SUNDAYS AT 8AM 

CORNER OF FIFTH & MAIN, HIGHLANDS NC • 828.526.2400 • MFGRO.COM 

•the ink Penn•

Kathy Manos Penn

I must admit that when Sirius 
XM added their Christmas 
stations in early November, 

I began listening to them non-
stop. Their Traditional Holiday 
and Hallmark Music stations 
play mostly the songs I recall 
from my childhood, while the 
Holiday Pop station has a bit 
more rock n’ roll, songs that are 
slightly less appealing to me.  My 
addiction applies only to mu-
sic, so you won’t find me glued 
to the Hallmark TV Channel 
watching Christmas movies.

What are your favorite Christmas 
songs? I have a basket filled with Holiday 
CDs I play over and over, but some of  the 
songs I cherish from my childhood aren’t 
represented. Possibly my all-time favorite 
album was a Perry Como album—the one 
we played on our red Victrola.

We lived in New York City when I was 
in grammar school, and I took that album 
to PS 162 for show and tell. Yes, in NYC, 
the schools are numbered, not named. I 
walked to school in those days, so I must 
have been a sight carrying a 33 rpm album.  

The song I played for my class was  C-
H-R-I-S-T-M-A-S.  Perry Como sings the 
meaning of  Christmas by explaining what 
each letter stands for, beginning with “C is 
for the Christ child.” I’ve never heard that 
song anywhere else and was thrilled years 
ago when I stumbled across a cassette tape 
version of  the album.  Remember those?  

I have multiple versions of  the clas-
sics like “Silver Bells,” “White Christmas,” 

Christmas Music
“Santa Claus is Coming to 
Town,” “Jingle Bells,” and “The 
Little Drummer Boy” sung by 
artists from Nat King Cole to 
Kenny Loggins.  One year, I 
picked up a cassette of  country 
Christmas songs and discovered 
“Hard Candy Christmas” and 
“Pretty Paper.” 

Not all additions to my col-
lection have been keepers.  Jim-
my Buffet’s and Neil Diamond’s 
Christmas CDs just didn’t do it 
for me, but “When My Heart 
Finds Christmas” by Harry Con-

nick, Jr. is special for its versions of  “O Holy 
Night” and “Ave Maria.” 

Other favorites from the 80’s and 
later, are those by Mannheim Steamroller 
and George Winston, the tunes that my 
youngest sister disses as “those songs you 
play with no words.” Also in my collection 
of  music “with no words” are my several 
Windham Hill Christmas CDs, a recording 
label I stumbled across in the 90’s when I 
visited B&Bs to facilitate leadership training 
classes.  

There was always a stack of  Windham 
Hill CDs in the conference room, CDs filled 
with peaceful instrumental music.  I found 
them the perfect accompaniment to prepar-
ing my class presentations and enjoying my 
morning coffee before the participants ar-
rived. When I discovered Windham Hill had 
Christmas CDs, my collection grew. My fa-
vorites from that collection are “A Winter’s 
Solstice,” and “The Carols of  Christmas.”
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330 Dillard 
Road
Above

Highlands 
Decorating 

Center
828-526-4192

Taylor Barnes Spa
• Therapeutic Massage
• Age Defying Facials

• Euphoric Feet & Reflexology
• Tuscan Wine Body Polish

• Personal Training

Taylor Barnes Salon
• Color, Cuts, 

• Make-up
• Up-Dos

• Hair Extensions
• Manicures
• Pedicures

Dr. Joseph H. Wilbanks, D.D.S.

706-886-9439 • 800-884-9439

278 East Doyle St. • Toccoa, GA

COMPLETE DENTAL CARE UNDER ONE ROOF.

You are only 50 miles away from 30 years experience in top-
notch, high-tech, one-stop dentistry known for its gentle touch. 

• Dental Implants • Root Canal 
Therapy

• SINGLE VISIT CROWNS! 
• Orthodontics including Invisalign  

• Wisdom Teeth Extractions 
and of course Fillings and Cleanings.

(IV Sedation, too)

www.WilbanksSmileCenter.com

Order Your 
Mountain Fresh Grocery Tradition: 

Stollen Bread & 3/b Pound Cake 
far the Holidays! 

Makes the Perfect Gift! 

rt-, 

Stollen Bread $19.95

3/b Pound Cake $29. 95
Lemon, Vanilla, Spiced Pecan, & Orange Cranberry 

Hand-made in our bakery. 
Call (828)526-2400 or order online at mfgro.com 

or visit us to see our full line ofbaked goods for the holidays. 
For pickup or shipping anywhere in the US 

-� - 

MOUNTAIN FRESH GROCERY 
COOKING FOR HIGHLANDS 

STORE OPENS MONDAY- SATURDAY 

AT 7AM & SUNDAY AT 8AM 

Corner ofFifth &Main, Highlands NC• (828) 526-2400 

www.mfgro.com

• See UPROAR page 16

understand this came on suddenly 
because of  the state paving plan, 
but the issues that came forth re-
garding the plantings has struck a 
chord with this community. The 
meetings on the subject were 
very well attended by people who 
spoke on both sides of  the issue; 
an agreement was made, renditions 
shown and now at this meeting at 

the 11th hour a new proposal that 
no one has seen until tonight when 
everyone thought this was a settled 
issue regarding two plantings on 
each block. I’ve always found this 
commission over the years to be 
extremely transparent in its deal-
ings, but this particular proposal 
has been nontransparent. This 
is not the way the town normally 

conducts its business.”
A final design for “greening 

up Main Street” was proposed at a 
special meeting Monday, Nov. 26 
involving the Land Use Commit-
tee made up of  Commissioners 
Donnie Calloway, John Dotson 
and Eric Pierson; Chamber of  
Commerce representatives Presi-
dent Bob Kieltyka, Jerry Moore 
and Amanda Sullivan; NCDOT 
engineer Andy Russell, Highlands 
Town Manager Josh Ward and 
Public Service Director Lamar 
Nix.

If  NCDOT granted the town 
the 5-ft encroachment rather than 
the required 8 feet between the 
tree planter and the travel-way, 
then the group agreed to two trees 
on two blocks – 3rd to 4th and 4th 
to 5th with flush grates for drain-
age and iron tree guards around 
the lower trunk of  the tree.

Russell thought he could get 
the 5-ft. encroachment OK’d, 
which he did. 

Consequently, citizens came 
to the December meeting expect-
ing the town to vote on that de-
sign.

However, Commissioner 

...UPROAR continued from page 1
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Christmas

30%ff

Days
H O L I D A Y  S A L E

D EC E M B E R  9  –  D EC E M B E R  2 0

3 9 4  M A I N  S T R E E T

D A I L Y  S E L E C T  C A T E G O R I E S

S T O P  &  S H O P  O U R  H I G H L A N D S  L O C A T I O N

of

D A U F U S K I E  I S L A N D

•obituary•

Clyde E. Gibson, 83, 
passed away on December 
10, 2018 in Hobe Sound, 
FL. 

Clyde was born in 
Highlands, NC to Tom and 
Savilla Gibson and was one 
of  12 children. Clyde hon-
orably served our country in 
the United States Navy, and 
in the ‘60s moved to a place 
he called “Paradise,” Hobe 
Sound, FL where he met the 
love of  his life of  51 years.

Clyde was in the land-
scaping business for many years in Hobe 
Sound, but his lifetime hobby and passion 
was golfing. He was an accomplished golfer 
winning 20 titles playing in the competitive 
Palm Beach County Golf  Association and 
was inducted in the PBCGA Hall of  Fame. 
Clyde also won the Senior Classic PGA Na-
tional Championship course 4 times and 

was a Sr. Amateur golfer on 
the Treasure Coast. 

Survivors include his 
wife, Linda Marr Gibson, 
two daughters, Karen Gibson 
Jeneff  (Martin) of  Marietta, 
GA, and Tracy Gibson Cow-
art (Shane) of  Okeechobee, 
FL; two grandchildren, Curtis 
Cooper and Brittany Hamby 
and three great grandchildren, 
Nova, Cole and McKinley; 
and one sister, Agnes Gibson 
Crowe of  Highlands, NC. 

Clyde’s visitation at 
Aycock Funeral Home in 

South Stuart was December 12, 2018. A pri-
vate graveside service followed at Fernhill 
Memorial Gardens in Stuart. 

In lieu of  flowers, donations are appre-
ciated to Treasure Coast Hospice, 1201 SE 
Indian Street, Stuart, FL, 34997 or at http://
treasurehealth.org.

Clyde E. Gibson
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Experts in

LET’S GO 
AGAIN

For an appointment with a provider that is an expert in your 
orthopedic care, call 844.414.DOCS.

MyHarrisRegional.com

Orthopedic Care for every adventure.
With board-certified orthopedic surgeons, outpatient therapy that accepts appointments 

without a physician referral, restorative care and pain management, Harris Regional Hospital 

offers comprehensive orthopedic care. We are committed to caring for you where you need 

it most—close to home and with the providers and staff you trust.

FIRST ·PRESBYTERIAN CHURClH (
)
F HIGHLANI'.,-S 

Cordially invites you to a Christmas Season filled 
with Meditation, Music, and Candlelight . 

. SUNDAY WORSHIP SERVICES AT 11.A.M. 

ADVENT STUDY 
Sunday Mornings 

Thru December 30 
. 9:30 -10:30 a.m.-in the Chun:h Library 

Advent 2018. 
-Walter Brueggemann's book, Names for the 

Messiah is the focus of the study. 
Rev. cir. Curtis Fussell and · 

Rev. Emily Wilmarth, facilitators 

· 

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 21 
LONGEST NIGHT SERVICE 

, An Ecumenical Blue Christmas 
_Worship S_ervice_ 

5 p.m. 
The Blue Christmas service allows us to 
grieve the losses, to acknowledge our 
· pain, and to take comfort in God's 
' abiding love and care for us. 

Everyone is welcome to attend this 
· ministrr, of our local church,es. 

MONDAY, DECEMBER 24 
(HRIST/\1!'5 EVE CANDLEl,IGHT & 

COMMUNIPN. SERVICE 
4:30 p.m. Mu�ical Prelude 

. . Featuring the. . 
Sacred Sounds Bell ·choi� & 

Angie Jenkins, organist 
Can_dlelight & Communion 

· Service designed for the entire 
family at 5p.m. 

H�rnily by Rev. Dr. Cul'tis Fussell 

471 Main Street, PO Box 548, Highlands, NC 28741 

828-5_26-3179 Fax: 828-526-0784 

. email: fpch@frontier.com 
Visit us.oa the web' at www.fpchighlands.org 

join us as we ceCe6rate tfie 
birth of our Savior at 

Highlands 
United Methodist Church 

Christmas Eve 
Worship Services 

Pastor Randy Lucas 
 315 Main Street/ (828) 526-3376 

highlandsumc@icloud.com 

5pm ~ a Family-Friendly Christmas Eve  
Candlelight Service 

7 pm ~ Christmas Eve Eucharist Service
9 pm ~ a Christmas Eve Candlelight Service  

of Lessons and Carols
11:45pm ~ a Midnight Eucharist

missioners made this clear at the 
meeting even though some citi-
zens doubted their word. The res-
olution reads: “… does not antici-
pate a future property tax increase 
to pay installment payments.”

Citizens also questioned the 
legality of  the town competing 
with private enterprise. Though 
the NC General Assembly has 
seesawed back and forth on the 
issue – now a public/private 
partnership is allowed. By law 
(HB129), NC government enti-
ties are essentially prohibited from 
launching new ISP service directly 
to residents – that window has 
now closed – but they can partner 
with a private entity, which is what 
Highlands is doing with Wide 
Open Networks.

The town’s Altitude Broad-
band was launched when the win-
dow allowing public entities to 
launch services to its residents was 
open. It is grandfathered in.

In addition, people at Thurs-

...LOAN continued 
from page 6
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...INK PENN continued 
from page 7

Rachel B Kelley,
ARNP, PMHNP-BC

Nationally Board Certified

Now Accepting New Patients
Please Call 828-526-3241 to 
Schedule Your Appointment

“I am available to take care of 
your mental health needs and 

prescription medications.” 

Psychiatric Mental Health 
and Positive Wellness and
Medication Management

Diagnosing and Treating 
the Following:
• Depression

• Anxiety Disorders
• Bipolar Disorders
• Mood Disorders

• Eating Discorders
• Grief & Loss

• Personality Disorders
• OCD

• Social Phobia
• ADHD/ADD

• Recovery Support
• Insomnia

Rachelbkelleyllc@gmail.com
828-526-3241

26 Highlands Plaza
Highlands, NC

4144 Cashiers Road • Highlands • 828-200-9934
or visit us online www.zenspabyangeljoy.com

Winter 
SPECIAL

• Relaxing Swedish • Hot Stones
• Invigorating Essential Oil Therapeutic Massage

• Therapeutic Deep Tissue Massage

Any 5 massages (1/month) for ONLY $100/session 
ONLY $500 /package

Offer good January 3 through May 30, 2019

Relaxation never felt  so good!

By Angel Joy

Choose any 60-minute treatment 

Call now to secure your spot.  
It’s a great holiday gift to yourself or a loved one!

George Winston and other Windham 
Hill artists keep me company in my office 
on my small single CD player.  The dog, 
the cat, and I have been known to listen to 
the same CD for hours and the same few 
CDs for days. Once our stereo receiver bit 
the dust,  the cable Christmas channel pro-
vided holiday tunes in the living room, but 
I’d much prefer to load my CDS and hit 
shuffle as I used to do.

That’s why my thoughtful husband 
gave me an early Christmas present of  a 
portable five-CD player. Visions of  sugar 
plums and non-stop Christmas music are 
dancing in my head, and when I “undeck” 
the halls and pack away the decorations, I 
plan to listen to all my favorites one last 
time. For me, “It’s the most wonderful time 
of  the year.”

Kathy is a Georgia resident. Find her 
books “The Ink Penn: Celebrating the 
Magic in the Everyday” and “Lord Banjo 
the Royal Pooch” at Books Unlimited in 
Franklin and on Amazon. “Lord Banjo 
the Royal Pooch” is also available at High-
lands Mountain Paws. Contact her at ink-
penn119@gmail.com, and follow her on 
Facebook, www.facebook.com/KathyM-
anosPennAuthor/. 

day’s meeting asked how the town could do 
this considering the bottom-line.

Commissioner Amy Patterson ex-
plained that the town sees this as needed 
infrastructure, like a utility, and it doesn’t 
need to make a profit … it needs to offer 
the service.

Experts say the fundamental reason 
for public enterprise is it can undertake 
unprofitable investment where there are 
community benefits – what economists call 
positive externalities – that make the invest-
ment economically and socially desirable.

The town’s plan is to use its fiber high-
way as a “smart grid” – not for broadband. 
The grid will enable administrators to en-
hance the quality and performance of  ser-
vices such as energy and utilities to hope-
fully reduce resource consumption, wastage 
and overall costs.

Meanwhile, the need for fast, reliable 
broadband is stronger than ever. People 
want to live in country settings and work 
remotely – connecting themselves to urban 
centers on which they rely for their liveli-
hood but where they no longer want to live. 
This, according to Mayor Taylor falls under 
the category of  Economic Development, 
which he considers important for the town’s 
future.

In Highlands there is Altitude Broad-
band, Northland Cable, Frontier and High-
lands Cable Group. So, what’s lacking?

According to Nin Bond, owner of  
Highlands Cable Group, what’s lacking is 
that not all of  the town’s 2,700 poles can 
hold all of  the companies because many of  
the poles are too short. The 40 inches re-
quired between each providers’ line as out-
lined by the National Electric Safety Code 
can’t be achieved.

Numerous poles have been replaced 
with longer poles, but not all of  them. This 
is a long, tedious and expensive process. 
Consequently, Bond said he can’t grow his 
system.

According to Commissioner Patterson, 
part of  the $4.6 million being sought will be 
used to change out all the poles within the 
town limits that are still too short. The fi-
ber highway will be attached to those poles 
which will enable private companies to of-
fer service to residents who will be free to 
choose the company with which they want 
to do business.

Furthermore, companies can use the 
town’s fiber highway as a jumping off  place 
to extend outside the town limits which is 
where connectivity is sorely needed.

The private company, Wide Open Net-
works, is leasing the town-owned fiber for its 
backbone “highway” and will be in charge of  
running that operation. The town considers 
this a win-win. Providers will no longer have 
to pay to build the infrastructure – as they are 
doing now – but will reap the benefits of  ser-
vicing residents.

Bond said he will still be relying on his 
own “highway” so the town’s fiber highway 
and the Wide Open Networks affiliation 
won’t change anything for him.

He said he has hundreds of  custom-
ers and scores of  others just waiting for his 
lines to become available. This will be pos-
sible once the short poles are switched out 
and the providers on the poles who are out 
of  compliance are forced to move their lines 
to accommodate others.

After years of  trying to get providers out 
of  compliance to move their lines, the town 
has amended its Pole Attachment Ordinance 
to include a strict timeline to comply and if  
companies don’t, they are charged $100 a day. 
Furthermore, the town has hired a contractor 
to work directly with those providers and is 
expediting the process. 

The town now awaits word from the 
LGC and from Wide Open Networks.

– Kim Lewicki

...LOAN continued from page 10
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355 Main Street  
(in The Galax Theatre)

526-4660

• Free People • BB 
Dakota• Michael Stars 

Diba • CP Shades 
 • THML
  Jeans by:
  • Joes
  • 7 for   
  All Mankind
  •AG 
  • Citizens  
   • Hudson
  • Mother

Visit our Upstairs 
Shoe Boutique & 

Sale Room

All Clothing & 
Shoes on Sale

At
Carolina Way

The
Custom
House

Lighting
Lamp Shades

• Pottery
• Rugs

• Pillows
&

Meridith’s Custom
Painting

828-526-2665
442 Carolina Way

Shop with us for 
home & garden 

gems this 
Christmas Season!

S. 4th street 
526-4473

End of 
Season

SALE 
Continues

In Highlands on Main Street in Town Square behind Kilwins
828-526-9122• www.corrico.com

Merry Christmas!
See you in April

Shop Local This Holiday Season
5153lli 

• 
Full Service Jeweler • Repairs • Restorations • Appraisals 

152 S. 2nd Street I Highlands, NC I 828-526-5858 I www.JannieBeanDesigns.com 

MERRY

CHRISTMAS!
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www.celebritycollectionsjewelry.com
352 Main St., Highlands, NC

828-526-4994

Select Handbags and Watches – 30% off

20% Off All Jewelry
December 22, 23, 24

3 Days ONLY!

Licensed Replicated Jewelry Collections

Shop Local This Holiday Season

338 Main Street 
526-4777

All the sumptuous stylish brands you love!
the boutique

326 Main St.
828-482-4375

Order online at www.
facebook.com/LuluBleuNC

Select 50% OFF 
SALE

Ask about our 
Winter Pass

Jolie’s of Highlands

446 Main Street • 828-526-3963
Mon-Sat 10a to 5p • Sun 10:30a to 4p

Closing December 31, 2018
Thank you for your outpouring of support and for all 
your good wishes as we close Jolie’s after 26 years.  

SALES CONTINUE
60% and more off storewide 
on clothing and home decor.

50% off on jewelry

SALE!

A Highlands tradition since 1940
Our 78th season on Main Street

Monday-Saturday
828-526-3160

382 Main Street, Highlands

STOREWIDE

Up to 50% Off  
Fall Collections 
and up to 40% 
off Cashmere

Holiday
CLOTHING

S A L E !

Excluding sunglasses

M
er

ry
 C

hr
is

tm
as

! H
appy N

ew
 Year!
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• Full Service Automobile Detailing
• Purveyor and Consignor of Luxury, Exotic
and Vintage Motorcars

• White Glove Transport Specialist
• We Pay Top Dollar for High Quality Vehicles

$75 OFF 
Any Complete Detail Service 

Dec. 1, 2018 to March 31, 2019

518 Dillard Road • Highlands, NC
828-526-1900 • www.thecarbutlernc.com

...PRESENT continued from page 1
about it. Did I say he’s a youth minister?

I forgot about our conversation, but 
on Christmas Day, I received an e-mail from 
Andrew with a copy of  his voter’s registra-
tion. Now that was a great gift! I loved it.

Does this story get your mind going of  
the real gifts you’d like to receive or give? I 
admit this is a question that appeals to older 
people like me who have a different perspec-
tive on the holidays. I wish I’d felt like this 
years ago when my parents were alive. Mama 
always left the new outfit I gave her in the 
box on her closet floor. However, she asked 
me many times to go with her to the Better 
Breathers exercise class. I can imagine how 
thrilled she would have been if  I’d shown up 
with cookies for the wonderful people who 
kept her going with emphysema. Instead, I 
wanted her to have new clothes and a pack-
age under the tree.  I didn’t listen to her.

 I told several of  my friends about An-
drew’s wonderful surprise gift. Turns out, 
they had wishes like mine. A few Highland-
ers shared their wishes. 

Bob Boschell said he’d like his grand-
son to read The Power of  Now by Eckhart 
Tolle or they could choose a New York 
Times best seller that they would both read 
and discuss.

Ann Forshee said she wishes her two 
children would write or record three good 

memories they have growing up.
Virginia Talbott said, “I’d like my chil-

dren to let me teach them to play bridge so 
we could play together.” 

Greg Parrott said he’d like for me to 
finish writing the words to a song he’s com-
posing.

Ann Brissey said, “I’d love for my chil-
dren or grandchildren or great grandchil-
dren to help me around the house. There 
are two lightbulbs high in the ceiling that 
need to be replaced. My gutters need to be 
cleaned. I can dance down Main Street in 
the Christmas parade in the pouring rain, 
but I can’t climb up a ladder.”

Others said walk or run in a five K 
race, volunteer for a charity in their honor, 
write a poem or a love letter, cut off  all elec-
tronic devices during the holidays, use their 
Christmas money to pay off  a credit card.

Of  course, it is the thought that counts 
and any gift is appreciated when given with 
love, even red pepper jelly. But if  you really 
don’t need or want more “stuff ”, be spe-
cific about what you’d like. You can’t just 
hint. And make it doable. Then, your family 
and friends have to do what Andrew did. 
They have to listen, pray about it, and do it. 

I hope we all get something we really 
want.

(original art not included in sale)

STOREWIDE 30 - 50% OFF
(Showrooms • Pantry • Warehouses)

BED & BATH 20 - 30% OFF
OUTBACK & 

WAREHOUSE 30-75% OFF

STOREWIDE 30 - 50% OFF
(Showrooms • Pantry • Warehouses)

BED & BATH 20 - 30% OFF
OUTBACK & 

WAREHOUSE 30-75% OFF

T
H

ESUMMER HOUSET
H

ESUMMER HOUSE
Christmas Sale

Now through December 31st
!!!!!!!!

Winter Hours: Monday - Saturday   |   9am - 5pm   |   Closed Sundays
828-526-5577  |  2089 Dillard Road, Highlands (2 miles from Main St.)

www.summerhousehighlands.com   |   summerhousehighlands@brmemc.net
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� MOUNTAIN FRESH GROCER,Y 
DINNERS-TO-GO

WINTER MENU 2018
MADE FRESH  AND SERVED HOT

MON - SAT PICK UP FROM 4:30 PM UNTIL 8 PM. 

DON'T FORGET OUR GRILL AND WOOD FIRE 
OVEN ARE OPEN EVERY DAY FROM 11AM-CLOSE 

MON 
EACH DINNER CONTAINSFOURSERVINGS 

MEXICAN MONDAY: FOUR CHEESE AND 
FOUR CHICKEN ENCHILADAS, REFRIED 
BEANS, MONTEREY RICE, HOMEMADE 
TORTILLA CHIPS, SALSA, SHREDDED 
LETTUCE, TOMATOES, SOUR CREAM 

ROASTED MEATLOAF WITH MASHED 
POTATOES, GRAVY AND A LARGE SALAD 

CHICKEN OR STEAK POT PIE and A 
LARGE SALAD 

IN-HOUSE SMOKED BBQ, COLESLAW, 
APPLE AND BACON BAKED BEANS, 
AND YEAST ROLLS 

FRI WILD CAUGHT FRIED SHRIMP, BAKED 
POTATOES, HUSH PUPPIES, AND 
COLESLAW 

CLASSIC ITALIAN SELECTION WITH 
MADE-IN-HOUSE GARLIC KNOTS AND A 
LARGE SALAD 

$22.95 
SERVES4 

$22.95 
SERV£S4 

$22.95 
SERVES4 

$22.95 
SERVES4 

$25.95 
SERVES4 

$22.95 
SERVES4 

CORNER OF FIFTH & MAIN, HIGHLANDS NC• 828.526.2400 • MFGRO.COM 

•WorD Matter•

Bud Katz

Typically around this 
time of  year, the spirit 
of  the season perme-

ates everything. For the faith-
ful, it’s the celebration of  a 
special young man’s birth. For 
others it’s either something 
else or perhaps it’s just another 
stretch of  time in winter. For 
me, it’s a reminder of  two mo-
ments; one from my childhood 
and another from 12 years ago. 

I grew up in Brooklyn, NY. At that 
time, Brooklyn was a kind of  stew con-
taining people from many different eth-
nic backgrounds and belief  systems. In 
the mid-1950s, My pre-teen friends and 
I didn’t reflect on whether something oc-
curred BC or AD. Our idea of  before and 
after references were BE and AE … be-
fore Elvis and after Elvis. His arrival on 
the scene was the cultural marker for our 
generation. The Christmas I’m recalling 
occurred one year after Elvis.

Late December, for New York City 
children, meant time off  from school, 
maybe snow and, were we fortunate, pres-
ents. 

Not every year, but this one and a 
couple of  others, my mother would serve 
as our good shepherd. She would, at my 
urging, take a flock of  12-year-old ruffi-
ans to Radio City Music Hall. We would 
watch whatever black and white film was 
playing, typically It’s a Wonderful Life or 
the original Miracle on 34th Street, and 
then we’d bear witness to the spectacle of  
the living Nativity. This was the New York 
version complete with a real, live infant, 
real goats and sheep, and one disturbingly 
real, and quite malodorous camel. The 
animals came compliments of  the Central 
Park Zoo. 

After the show, we’d stand, freezing, 
and watch crazy people on ice skates go 
round in circles on the Rockefeller Center 
rink. Then, we’d lumber up Sixth Avenue 
to the Carnegie Deli for a late lunch or ear-
ly dinner. After all that, we’d head back to 
Brooklyn via subway, well fed, exhausted, 
and ready for a good night’s sleep.

I don’t recall what I did yesterday, but 
that memory is still, 60 years on, indelibly 
imprinted upon my memory. 

Fast-forward to Highlands, NC on 
the day after Thanksgiving 2006. That 
would be nearly 50 years after Elvis and 
that childhood trip to Radio City Music 
Hall. 

Four days during the summer and 

A Tale of Two Christmases
early fall of  2004 changed our 
thinking in terms of  where we’d 
settle when time came to retire. 
We’d envisioned a condo on an 
idyllic beach, on a barrier island 
off  the west coast of  Florida. 
However, four unwelcome visi-
tors – hurricanes Charley, Fran-
ces, Ivan and Jean – changed all 
of  that. Our new strategy could 
be summed up in two words: 

higher ground. 
Following a whirlwind weekend based 

in Asheville in early July 2006 we focused 
our attention on a small, friendly, vibrant 
town in western North Carolina. Later that 
year, after feeding turkey, my world famous 
stuffing, and way too much more food to 
family and friends, we drove all the way up 
on November 24th, looked at property on 
the 25th, and decided to spend that Satur-
day evening, walking along Main Street in 
Highlands.

It was cool and clear. Christmas deco-
rations were visible in store windows and 
on light posts all along Main Street. It was 
busy, festive even, as dusk turned to dark. 
Everyone was there to watch the lighting 
of  the town’s “official” Christmas tree, the 
big one alongside the Methodist Church. 
Cheerful volunteers were out in force serv-
ing cookies, cocoa and coffee up and down 
Main Street. It was sweet.

We ran into friends from what we then 
referred to as “back home.” They also were 
scouting the plateau for property. Several 
other folks we met that night would be-
come neighbors and friends, following our 
permanent, full-time relocation in March 
2011. 

Then, the festivities got underway.
There were carolers caroling in front 

of  the Church. When someone finally 
threw a switch the huge spruce lit up, well, 
just like a Christmas tree! People applauded 
and cheered. The carolers broke into Joy to 
the World. We looked at each other, smiled, 
nodded and knew. Barring anything we 
could possibly imagine at the time, we’d 
discovered our future home.

Our minds are funny. They hold onto 
some events, some people, some periods 
of  time, while allowing other, less meaning-
ful, less important matters to slip away … 
to evaporate, like morning mist.

Those two Christmas events, the one 
with the cookies and the one with the cam-
el, are there for the duration. 

Merry Christmas, everyone.
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Owner/Stylist: Lisa L. Shearon
Stylist: Jane B. Earp
Stylist: Kristi Stockton
Stylist/Nail Tech: Kassie Vinson

Book your 
Appointment 

Today!

• See UPROAR page 17

A Christmas  
Highlight/Blow Dry 
Special thru Dec. 21 

with Kassie • $95

Bryson’s 

Open 7 days a week • 7:30a to 6:30p
Highlands Plaza • Highlands (828) 526-3775 • (828) 526-0430 FAX

FOOD STORE, INC.
Winter Hours • 7:30a to 6:30a

Prime and Choice Angus Meats Cut-to-Order,
Full Line of Springer Mountain Chicken

Party Trays, Cooked Meats, Sides, Desserts, too!
Free Hot Spiced Cider is available in our Produce Dept.

Make your home festive with 
Make Your Home Festive with a Beautiful Poinsettia

Try one of our locally baked products including:
• Cindy Lou’s Caramel Cakes 

• Kelly’s Buttermilk Pies and Yeast Rolls
• Chocolate Heaven and Banana Bread

• Season’s Samplers Cinnamon Rolls and Cakes

A Large Selection of Craft Beer and Wines available 
Case Discounts on Bryson’s Jams & Jellies

Remember about our in-store sales every day in all departments!

...UPROAR continued from page 8
Eric Pierson said he had gotten numerous 
calls from people asking for more trees – 
perhaps four on the 3rd to 4th street block 
and three on the 4th to 5th street block.

“I have had some businesses and citi-

zens say it would look better aesthetically 
to add a couple more trees if  we can,” said 
Pierson. “It’s been a busy last few days. 
[Winter Storm Diego.] I didn’t intend for 
this to be a last second thing, this is just 

another concept we are putting out there; 
people have called saying two trees on each 
block looked rather straggly down big ex-
pansive Main Street. So, I was trying to get 
another proposed design out there so peo-
ple could see it.” 

A mock-up of  the street with addition-
al trees was shown Thursday night.

“People don’t want this. This is confus-
ing. You have always listened and heard us 
if  it’s a good idea or a bad idea and this time 
it’s different. There was an agreement,” said 
Harry Bears of  Southern Way.

Mayor Pat Taylor took offense to sug-
gestions that the town hasn’t been transpar-
ent.

“To say that we have not been includ-
ing people is really a disservice because we 
have had open meetings, so we aren’t try-
ing to cover anything up. The new plan has 
popped up and that is what Commissioner 
Pierson is showing here. There is no under-
ground anything going on,” he said. 

Chamber board member and owner of  
Kilwin’s Jerry Moore, like others, kept com-
ing back to the point that a decision had 
been made Nov. 26.

“We found a reasonable compromise 

from the people who said ‘do nothing’ to 
the other groups who wanted a lot of  trees 
on Main Street. I’m a little disappointed be-
cause I wasn’t even going to come tonight 
because I thought we had a pretty good 
agreement. I don’t want the trees to block 
my view so I am disappointed about the 
idea of  more trees. We had a good agree-
ment,” he said. “I would encourage the 
commission to vote on what was agreed 
upon which is two trees or put the new plan 
in the newspaper and we will go through 
this whole process again.”

Commissioner Brian Stiehler has not 
been in favor of  adding trees on Main 
Street from the beginning and said consid-
ering how hot the asphalt gets it’s an ex-
treme environment for a tree to grow in 
anyway.

“Upcoming paving isn’t enough of  a 
reason for me to do this right now. Table it 
or shoot it down,” he said.

Commissioner Donnie Calloway, who 
was absent at the meeting, saw the new 
rendition beforehand. According to Ward, 
Calloway said he is for the two trees, but 
anything different needs to go back into 

This is an artist’s rendition from the town’s webcam of how the 3rd-4th street block would 
look with the four trees, shown here in green.
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SERVICE 
5PM 

3645 Cashiers Road • Highlands, NC 28741 
828-526-4685 ph • www.CBChighlands.com 

Open Everyday!

COREY JAMES GALLERY
& Estate Consignments

(828) 526-4818
On the corner of 3rd & Spring

 Complimentary
Wine Tastings

Saturday, December 22
From 4 - 5 pm 

Drop into the Historic Inn Lobby 

445 Main Street, Highlands 

 In Old Edwards
 Private Wine Cellar

Aft er Christmas 
SALE 30% 

OFF 
REGULAR PRICED 

ITEMS*

50% 
OFF 

CHRISTMAS 
ITEMSDECEMBER 26 - 29

10 AM - 5 PM
*Some Exclusions 

Apply.212 South 4th Street, Highlands, NC | 828.787.1877

...UPROAR continued from page 16
full committee for discussion.

Dotson, who like everyone else was 
seeing the new rendition of  seven trees 
down the two blocks for the first time had 
a different reaction.

“The visual effect of  the additional 
trees down Main Street is more appealing 
to me. In looking at this, the difference be-
tween two and four visually is great. The 
consequences are all positive. We’re still 
not losing any parking. Trees down the 
sidewalks are more a pain to me than the 
ones down the middle of  the street. So 
visually, this is far superior to the two-tree 
plan,” he said. “It’s a beautification aspect 
that we can use to enhance the Main Street 
of  Highlands making it a welcoming, shady 
environment.”

Mayor Taylor said studies show that a 
green canopy and green space is good for 
a business district because people want to 
stop and walk around.

Business owners present were mostly 
worried about trees blocking their store 
fronts and signs. 

“Putting more trees on Main Street, 
which is a commerce street that generates 

the tax revenue for this town creates visual 
obstacles. We know what shops are where, 
but if  you come in here as a tourist you are 

• See UPROAR page 22
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Proverbs 3:5 • PLaces to WorshiP •
BLUE VALLEY BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Oliver Rice, Pastor (706) 782-3965

Sundays: School:10 a.m., Worship:11 
Sunday night services every 2nd & 4th Sunday at 7 

Wednesdays: Mid-week prayer meeting:7 p.m.
BUCK CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH

828-269-3546 • Rev. Jamie Passmore, Pastor
Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11 

CHAPEL OF THE SKY
Sky Valley, GA • 706-746-2999 

Sundays: 10 a.m.:Worship 
Holy Communion 1st & 3rd Sundays 
CHRIST ANGLICAN CHURCH 

Rector: Jim Murphy, 252-671-4011 
464 US Hwy 64 east, Cashiers 

9:30a Sunday School; 10:30a Worship Service.  
Mon. 6p Bible Study & Supper in homes

CHRIST CHURCH OF THE VALLEY, CASHIERS
Pastor Brent Metcalf • 743-5470

Sun.10:45am, S.S 9:30am. Wed. 6pm supper and teaching.
Tues. Guys study 8am, Gals 10am.

CLEAR CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Jim Kinard

Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11a.m. 
1st & 3rd Sunday night Service: 7.p.m.

Wednesdays –Supper at 6 p.m. 
COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH
www.cbchighlands.com • 526-4685

3645 Cashiers Rd, Highlands, NC • Sr. Pastor Gary Hewins  
Sun.: 9:30am: Sunday School10:30am: Middle & High School; 

10:45am: Child. Program,10: 45am: Worship Service
Wed.: 5pm Dinner ($7 adult, $2 child), 6pm CBC U.

EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF THE INCARNATION
Rev. W. Bentley Manning • 526-2968

Monday-Friday: Morning Prayer at 8:15a. Sundays: 8 am 
Holy Eucharist Rite I; 9 am Sunday School; 10:30 am Holy 

Eucharist Rite II. Childcare available at 10:30
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH HIGHLANDS

828-526-4153 • www.fbchighlands.org
Dr. Mark Ford, Pastor

220 Main Street, Highlands 
Sun.:Worship 10:45 am; Sun.: Bible Study 9:30 am

Wed.: Men’s Bible Study 8:30 am; Prayer Mtg 6:15 pm; 
Choir 5p

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Curtis Fussell & Emily Wilmarth, pastors 

526-3175 • fpchighlands.org
Sun.: Worship 11 a.m.; School: 9:30

Mondays: 8 a.m.:Men’s Prayer Group & Breakfast
Wednesdays:Choir: 6p

GOLDMINE BAPTIST CHURCH
(Off Franklin/Highlands Rd) 

Sunday School:10 am, Worship Service:11 am
GRACE COMMUNITY CHURCH OF CASHIERS

Non-Denominational-Contemporary Worship
242 Hwy 107N, 1/4 miles from Crossroads in Cashiers

www.gracecashiers.com • Pastor Steve Doerter: 743-9814
Services: Sundays 10am - Wed. - 7pm; Dinner - Wed. 6pm 

HAMBURG BAPTIST CHURCH
Hwy 107N. • Glenville, NC • 743-2729 • Pr. Nathan 

Johnson
Sunday: School 9:45a, Worship 11a & 7p, Bible Study 6p

Wed. Kidsquest 6p.; Worship 7p.

HIGHLANDS ASSEMBLY OF GOD
Randy Reed, Pastor828-421-9172 • 165 S. Sixth Street  

Sundays: Worship:11 
HIGHLANDS CENTRAL BAPTIST CHURCH

Pastor Dan Robinson
670 N. 4th Street (next to the Highlands Civic Center)
Sun.: Bible Study 10a; Morning Worship 10:45a., Evening 

Worship, 6p. Wednesday: Prayer Service, 6:30 p.
HIGHLANDS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

Pastor Randy Lucas 526-3376
Sun: School 9:45a.; Worship 9:09,10:50.; Youth 5:30 p.

Wed: Supper: 5:15; youth, & adults activities: 6; Handbell 
rehearsal, 6:15; Choir Rehearsal 7. (nursery provided ); 7pm 

Intercessory Prayer Ministry 
HOLY FAMILY LUTHERAN CHURCH: ELCA

Chaplain Margaret Howell • 2152 Dillard Road • 526-9741
LutheranChurchoftheHolyFamily.yolasite.com

Sun: School and Adult discussion group 9:30 a.m.;  
Worship/Communion:10:30 

HEALING SERVICE on the 5th Sunday of the month.
MACEDONIA BAPTIST CHURCH

8 miles south of Highlands on N.C. 28 S in Satolah
Pastor Zane Talley

Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11, Choir:6 p.m.
Wed: Bible Study and Youth Mtg.:7 p.m.

MOUNTAIN SYNAGOGUE
at St. Cyprian’s Episcopal Church, Franklin • 828-524-9463

MOUNTAIN BIBLE CHURCH 
743-2583 • Independent Bible Church 

Sun:10:30 a.m. at Big Ridge Baptist Church,  
4224 Big Ridge Road (4.5 miles from NC 107) 

Weds: Bible Study 6:30 p.m.; Youth Group 6 p.m. 
OUR LADY OF THE MOUNTAINS  

CATHOLIC CHURCH
Rev. Father Casmir – 526-2418

Mass: Sun: 11 a.m.; Sat. at 4p
SCALY MOUNTAIN BAPTIST CHURCH

Rev. Marty Kilby
Sundays: School –10 a.m.; Worship –11 a.m. & 7 

Wednesdays: Prayer Mtg.:7 p.m.
SCALY MOUNTAIN CHURCH OF GOD

290 Buck Knob Road; Pastor Donald G. Bates • 526-3212
Sun.: School:10 a.m.; Worship:10:45 a.m.; Worship: 6 p.m.

SHORTOFF BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Rev. Andy Cloer 

Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11 a.m. 
Wednesdays: Prayer & Bible Study:6 p.m. 

COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH OF SKY VALLEY
706.746.3144• 696 Sky Valley Way #447, Pastor Gary Hewins
Worship: Sun. 9 a.m., with Holy Communion the 1st & 3rd 
Sun.; Tues: Community Supper 5:30 followed by Bible Study. 

THE CHURCH OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD
1448 Highway 107 South, Office: 743-2359 • Rev. Rob Wood

June-Sept: Sunday Services: Rite I, 8a, Rite II, 9:15 & 11a
Nursery available for Rite II services

Sept 6-Oct 25-Informal Evening Eucharist-5:30 p.m. 
Thursday: Noon Healing Service with Eucharist.

UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST FELLOWSHIP 
85 Sierra Drive, Franklin • uufranklin.org  

Sunday Worship - 11 a.m. 
WHITESIDE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Rev. Sam Forrester/Cashiers
Sunday School:10 am, Worship Service:11 am

John 3:16

By Fr. Casmir Maduakor
Our Lady of  the Mountains Catholic Church

Nelson Mandela, former President of  South Africa, 
was one of  the most influential personalities in 
modern history. So was Mother Theresa. They 

both loved the unlovable and forgave the unforgivable. 
This was what Jesus Christ taught us about God (that God 
loves everyone – all the time – regardless of  what we may 
have done or not done). God doesn’t just love us for what 
we have done right; His love is beyond that. On the cross 
Jesus showed us what it means to love the unlovable and 
forgive the unforgivable. Mandela used this principle, and 
it worked both in the political and spiritual lives of  South 
Africans; it restored peace. It also saved them from an evil 
cycle of  revenge, which could have led to all out civil war. 
Through the power of  forgiveness, Mandela achieved the 
peaceful resolution of  conflicts between the whites and 
blacks in South Africa. Through the power of  forgiving the 
unforgivable and loving the unlovable, whites and blacks 
in South Africa who have been enemies for years now live 
together in one country.

We should not forget that Mandela was in prison for, 
not 27 hours, not 27 days, not 27 weeks, not 27 months, 
but 27 years. Please take a moment for this to sink in. For 
27 years, Mandela was imprisoned because he was black. 
When released, he forgave ALL who contributed to his 
imprisonment; this is powerful. Mandela is one model of  
history. Without his forgiveness, South Africa would be 
caught in the continuous cycle of  revenge and war.

Mandela’s story reminds us of  Joseph and his broth-
ers in the book of  Genesis. Because of  Joseph’s dream, his 
jealous brothers hated him, beat him, removed his clothes 
and mixed them with animal blood, sold him, and then lied 
to their father Jacob that he has been killed by a wild ani-
mal. Can you imagine?

Years later, through the power of  forgiveness, Joseph 
told his shocked brothers, “Fear not, for am I in the place 
of  God. As for you, you meant evil against me; God meant 
it for good, to bring it about that many people should be 
kept alive, as they are today. So do not fear I will provide for 
you and your little ones.” (Gen. 50: 19-21)

In amazement at the power of  Mandela’s forgiveness, 
the world honored him with the Nobel Prize for Peace. 
Mandela’s action is hope to all of  us. He used Jesus’ prin-
ciple in the modern world and succeeded. Unconditional 
forgiveness is the way to resolve conflicts peacefully. It was 
valid then and valid today. 

We should turn to Jesus’ principle to resolve conflicts 
today, and Christians should lead the way.

Matthew 5: 23-24, “Therefore, if  you are offering your 
gift at the altar and there remember that your brother has 
something against you, leave your gift there in front of  the 
altar. First go and be reconciled to your brother; then come 
and offer your gift.”

“To err is human, to forgive is divine.” After Jesus 
taught his disciples the Prayer “Our Father” he added in 
Mt. 6:14-15, “For if  you forgave men their trespasses, your 
heavenly Father also will forgive you; but if  you do not for-
give men their trespasses, neither will your heavenly Father 
forgive your trespasses.”

Remember, forgiveness unlike reconciliation requires 
only one person. You. 

Love and Forgiveness
Forgiving the Unforgivable and 

Loving the Unlovable
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•inVesting at 4,118 ft. •

I remember it well. When 
I was a child and my par-
ents and I would go out 

of  town shopping for the day 
in the dead of  winter, my dad 
had a funny little trick he would 
do as we drove back into town. 
He would say, “Watch this!” 
as he swerved off  the main 
thoroughfare onto the center 
parking area and drove all the 
way down Main Street without 
hitting, or even seeing, a car! 
I’m not sure where the police 
were. Maybe they were nap-
ping or maybe they thought it 
was funny, too. 

By 8 p.m. the streets really did roll up. 
There was not a vehicle anywhere and Main 
Street was very dark. There were no stores 
lit up with after-hours lights, no restaurants 
open, no inns or motels with lights on. 
Those were the days when Highlands really 
did close down in the winter!

Today it is a different story. Milder 
winters and the advent of  SUVs that can 
travel in all types of  weather have made 
Highlands accessible year-round. It’s an 
easy weekend drive from Atlanta, South 
Carolina, and other places within a few 
hours travel. It’s not so dark on Main Street 
anymore and some stores have lights in 
their windows to advertise their wares. You 
can usually find a few cars in the downtown 
area, even late at night. More restaurants 
and lodging places are open. And yes, there 
are things going on to attract people here, 
even in the winter.

Though the temperatures are defi-
nitely down, the “off  season” has some 
advantages you won’t find during the sea-
son. The rates at motels and inns go down, 
the crowds disappear, and rumor has it that 
some sellers of  real estate are more nego-
tiable on their prices as they look at the cost 
of  holding their property through the long 
winter months. Realtors have more time to 
spend with clients and there’s less competi-
tion for that great listing you found online 
and want to make an offer on. 

Plus there are things to do here while 
you’re not looking at property. The High-
lands Food and Wine Festival over Veter-
an’s Day weekend has become very popu-
lar, often being sold out months before the 
event happens. The traffic in town during 

 Winters of old in Highlands vs. winters of 
today ... they are worth a visit

Thanksgiving week resembles 
the 4th of  July. Stores having 
“end of  the season” sales appeal 
to people wanting to avoid the 
city crowds. Some come here 
specifically to do their Christ-
mas shopping in a more relaxed 
setting. The tree lighting on 
Pine Street Thanksgiving week-
end kicks off  the holiday season 
with caroling and cookies.

There’s something special 
about spending the holidays in 
a natural, woodsy environment 
in the mountains. It just feels 
more like Christmas. Who can 

resist the charm of  a small town Christmas 
parade the first Saturday in December? The 
Highlands Players do a wonderful Christmas 
reading in mid-December and the Christmas 
Chorale, an inter-faith group, makes a joyful 
noise as they gift their community with song. 
Ringing in the New Year at one of  the area’s 
fine restaurants has become a tradition many 
end their holidays with.

After Christmas you might encounter 
some snow and spend time at one of  the 
area’s ski resorts. While we don’t get the 
amount of  snow we used to (I recall many 
days of  school lost in the winter), as long as 
it’s 28 degrees, the resorts can manufacture 
snow. Highlands now has its own skating 
rink in the winter at Pine Street park. Old 
Edwards Inn offers spa packages to escape 
the winter doldrums and there’s always win-
ter hiking on less crowded trails. Gone are 
the ants and yellow jackets trying to help you 
eat your picnic in the woods. The Bascom 
art center offers classes, exhibits and the 
chance to purchase artwork year-round. The 
Hudson Library and the Book Worm offer 
ings entice you to curl up with a good book 
next to a roaring fire. Buck’s coffee shop on 
Main Street can take the chill off  with hot 
chocolate or a warm latte.

For some of  us, it’s time to wind down 
a little, and do some of  the things we’ve put 
off  during the season. It’s time to visit with 
our friends and neighbors and catch up on 
our rest. For me, personally, I like to walk 
out my road and envelop myself  in the win-
ter quiet. It’s time to take stock of  the many 
blessings we derive from living in a small, 
friendly town. Maybe you’ll come see for 
yourself.

Betty Holt 
Berkshire Hathaway 

HomeServices
Meadows Mountain 

Realty
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Allan Dearth & Sons
Generator 

Sales & Service, Inc.

828-526-9325
Cell: 828-200-1139

email: allandearth@msn.com

•cLassifieDs•

Highlands Automotive

Service
&

Repair

NC
Inspection

Station

2851 Cashiers Road • highlandsautomotive.com
828-787-2360

Call Us for Your Vacation Rental 
&

Property Management Needs

David and Lori Bee, Brokers/Owners

177 Main Street
Wright Square

Highlands, NC 28741
828-526-9999

& Buyers Agency

 Award Winning Eco-Friendly Interior Design

 828-526-0031 • barb@dornbushdesign.com
www.dornbushdesign.com

Ryan M. Bears
Broker

Pat Allen, Broker in Charge

Cell: 803-271-5426
Office: 828-526-8784

Ryan@patallenrealtygroup.com

Acupuncture Highlands 
for health and vitality! 

Chinese herbal medicine & dietary therapy 
Myoskeletal Alignment & orthopedic bodywork 
acute illness, injury, internal ailments, pain 

wellness, prevention, anti-aging 

Rn�Eifiij (828) 526-0743 ��$1J 
Kim Bonsteel, LAc - acupuncturehighlands.com 
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Loma Linda
Farm

Dog Boarding • Day Care
Pastoral Park

in Home and Leash Free
Lodging in the lap of luxury

(828) 421-7922
Highlands Nc

lomalindafarm@gmail.com
www.lomalindafarm.com NC License #10978

Larry Houston
Rock Work

Walls • Fireplaces • Patios • Piers 
All Rock Work • Stucco

(828) 526-4138 or (828) 200-3551

JUST TALK TO ME 
I am 73. I am Pain-Free. Are You? 

CBD� HEALS 
�-�(-)i"---11111111111. 

VIVA WELLNESS 
526-1566
FAR INFRARED 8AUNA�eAPSULE 
HYDRO MASSAGE 8PA�C,APSULE 
WHOLE BODY 

VIBRATION 
5 Cottage Row • U.S. 64 East 

110 mins./ $25

HELP WANTED
P/T CLEANER NEED TO CLEAN A OFFICE 

BUILDING IN CASHIERS daytime position pays 16.00 
An hour,must pass background check and D/S contact Bob 
at RNLUNDYGVPM@GMAIL.COM (st. 11/15)

BAKE MY DAY is hiring all positions. Full/Part-Time. 
Please contact Ashley at 828-487-4633 or come visit us at 137 
Min Street, Highlands. (st. 10/25)

HOUSEKEEPING PROFESSIONALS at Highlands-

Cashiers Hospital. Generous shift differentials, paid time off, 
health insurance, and retirement benefits for full time roles. 
Apply today: missionhealth.org/careers. (st. 9/13)

SALES  ASSOCIATE– Highend retail clothing store in 
Highlands and Cashiers, NC. Full time, part time and seasonal. 
Inquire to 828-200-0928. (st. 5/10) 

ITEMS FOR SALE
12-FT. ARTIFICAL CHRISTMAS TREE with lights. 

Asking $250. Call 828-200-0902.  (st. 11/29)

TWIN BEDS - complete set of 2, vintage look wooden 
headboards, and linens-$400.  Beautiful antique, tall 6 drawer 
mahogany dresser-$350.  Call (828) 482-2380. (st. 11/29)

2004 Honda CR-V LX 2WD Black - 182,100 Miles—-
Some cosmetic blemishes, but carefully maintained with past 5 
years of service history. Cruise Control, Air Conditioning, Front 
Airbags, Radio/Single CD Player, Power Windows, Power Door 
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chestnut storage

Look for our sign!
10890 Buck Creek Rd. - 1/2 mile off Cashiers Rd near the hospital 

Storage Units Available
Secure 24 Hour Access

Easy In - Easy Out
Great Rates - Great Terms

Call today to find out why we’re
“Highland’s Premier Facility”

828-482-1045

Whiteside Cove  
Cottages

800-805-3558 • 828-526-2222

5 new log cabins 
nestled in the 

hemlocks on 25 acres at 
the base of Whiteside 

Mountain.

• Residential or  
Commercial 

• Over 40 Years  
Experience 

• Fast and Dependable
• FREE Estimates

• FREE Pick-up and 
Delivery

American 
Upholstery 

Same Phone Numbers:
(864) 638-9661 cell: (864) 710-9106

105 Ashley Drive • Walhalla, SC 29691
(Same Owners: Morris & Rachel Bible)

• Interior & Exterior Painting
• Pressure Washing

• House Maintenance
• Drywall Repair

• Deck Repair
Quality Work • Fully Insured

Lupe Gonzales
avpintura@gmail.com

828-332-1539 or 678-873-2927

• Grading
• Excavating
• Driveways
• Build sites

• Hauling
• Septic Systems 

Edwin Wilson
Cell (828) 421-3643 

Office/fax (828) 526-4758
wilsongrading@yahoo.com 

WE HAVE MOVED TO

Sample Books Available

l l l li t 1 l 
HIGHLANDER 1 
ROOFING SERVICES INC 

New & Re-Roofing Applications Including: 
Asphalt • Cedar • Metal & Synthetic Materials 

Showroom Location 
1511 Highlands Rd 
Franklin, NC 28734 

Office (828) 524-7773 
Cell (828) 526-6421 

luke@highlandernc.com 
www.highlandernc.com 

Mendoza Tree Expert
Quality Tree Care & Removal •14+ years

Juventino Mendoza
828-200-9217

Fully Insured 
• References Available

mendozatreeexpert@gmail.com

FIREWOOD FOR SALE

We now accept all credit cards

26 Highlands Plaza
Highlands, NC 28741

Phone: 828-526-3241
Fax: 828-482-9019
Email: rachelbkelleyllc@gmail.com

Rachel B. Kelley, PMHNP-BC
ARNP - Board Certified

Psychiatric • Mental Health
Medication Management
Positive Wellness

Mirrors, Split-Bench Rear Seat, Rear Wiper.—$4,250—Call 
(828) 482-2442. (st. 11/29)

ATTENTION ANTIQUE LOVERS. used fine furni-
ture, some from England. Pub table with chairs, formal sofa, his 
and her parlor chairs, Henredon bedroom set, accent tables 
and collectibles. Please call or text Faye 828-421-7197 or 828-
421-3785. (st. 8/30) 

JACUZZI, WHIRLPOOL BATH, 23 Jets, 72” x 60”, 3 
years old, cost $6,500; sell for $1,800 404-358-3076. (st. 7/19) 

SERVICES 

•cLassifieDs•

MORALESPAINTINGSERVICES@GMAIL.COM

706.982.9768
828-226.5347

INTERIOR/EXTERIOR PAINTING • LAWN MAINTENANCE
HOUSE MAINTENANCE • QUALITY WORK

FULLY INSURED

GUTTER CLEANING, METAL FABRICATON roof 
repairs, debris removal. Call 371-1103. (st. 4/26)

HIGHLANDS-CASHIERS HANDI-MAN – Can fix 
anything inside or out. Carpentry, painting, pressure washing, 
lawn care, hauling. and will monitor house during winter. Free 
Estimates. References. Call Tony. 828-200-5770 or 828-482-
0159. (9/20)

HIGH COUNTRY PHOTO/KEVIN VINSON: 
scanning photos, slides & negatives to CD or DVD for easier 
viewing. Video transfer to DVD. Everything done in house. Leave 
message at 828-526-5208. (st. 11/22)

REAL ESTATE FOR SALE
FLAT MOUNTAIN/ BRUSH CREEEK ACREAGE 

FOR SALE BY OWNER. 13.2 total acres, old mountain 
homestead. Beautiful views, several great building sites, old 
livable farm house, small studio size cabin, rental income 
possible, some pasture and some woods, partial fenced, well 
water, three different roads to enter property, sub-dividable, 
amazing potential on this tract of land. Please call 706-400-2596 
or email vhchambers60@yahoo.comfor more info. $800,000 
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OBO (12/20)
3 .20  ACRES UNRE-

STRICTED. Power underground, 
borders National forest, 190 degree 
view. 10 min to Main Street. 3 septic 
fields, 1 well 7 g p.m. 2 house foun-
dations established and approved 
by county inspectors. 2Bed/2Bath 
Clayton home livable while building. 
Spring rights and more land avail-
able. For beautiful sunsets contact 
gracefamilia@yahoo.com. (st. 9/21)

1.21 ACRES FOR SALE 
BY OWNER - OTTO, NC - 
$28,000. Lot 12 Quail Haven Road. 
Otto, NC. Price not firm...open for 
negotiation. Please email if inter-
ested to ddmarsh15@aol.com or 
call/text to 239-980-0531. Please 
leave a message. (st. 7/20) 

RENTALS

NEWLY GORGEOUSLY  
RENOVATED 3 BEDROOM 2 
BATH in Highland Falls Country 
Club. 24-hr gated security, 
Meticulously maintained grounds. 
Nantahala Forest and several 
waterfalls within the country 
club. 2 miles to Highlands’ Main 
Street’s boutique shopping and 
gourmet restaurants. Top of the line 
appliances, gas stove, quartz counter 
tops. Mountain chic at its finest. 
6-month rental for December-May. 
$3,000/mth.678-360-2296. (st. 11/1) 

VACATION RENTAL: In-
town Highlands 3bd/3ba. $420 
nightly. Visit our web site for more 
details, 29brockcourt.wordpress.
com/ or call Chambers Agency 
828-526-3717. Open year-round. 
(st. 11/21)

134 LAURELWOOD 
LANE, HIGHLANDS, NC. Lease 
this beautiful 3 Bed/3 Bath Contem-
porary house in town. Chef’s kitchen 
huge living area, French oak floors, 
wood burning fireplace, screened in 
porch, hot tub, bonus room above 
2-car garage. Downstairs level is 
large living area that can be used 
as a studio apartment, full bath w/ 
claw foot tub, wine cellar and patio. 
$2800 month or $2500 month for 
just the main level only. House in 
Order Property Management, Vir-
tual Tour on Houseinorderpm.com 
(828) 484-1571

6 5 9  H O L T  R D , 
HIGHLANDS, NC. Lease this 
beautiful 3 Bed/2 Bath home on 
Atlanta side of Highlands minutes 
from town. Open floor plan, gas 
f ireplace, sunroom and deck, 
washer/dryer, 2 car garage  $2000 
month, House in Order Property 
Management, Virtual Tour on 
Houseinorderpm.com (828) 484-
1571 (12/26)

556 SHORTOFF RD. HIGH-
LANDS, NC. For rent 3 bed/1bath 
bungalow, laundry room w/stor-
age, generator, garage state main-
tained road, 3 miles from Highlands 
on Cashiers side $1300/month. 
Houseinorderpm.com 828-484-
1571. (12/26)

SOUTHERN BELLS RES-
TAURANT on Cashiers Road for 
lease. Experienced restaurateurs only. 
Call 706-782-6252. (st. 5/3)

FALLS ON MAIN -– Up and 
Down units available. Call 706-782-
6252. (st. 5/3). 

•cLassifieDs•

Welcoming new patients 
Appointments may be made by calling 828-631-8800

MyHarrisRegional.com

• Family care
• Disease Prevention
• Preventive care
• General health

welcomesHarris Regional Hospital

Family Care

Specialized family care close to 
home    WALK-IN'S WELCOME

Harris Family Care - Cullowhee

LOCATION:
4121 Little Savannah Road 

Cullowhee, NC 28723

HOURS:
Monday - Friday
8:30 AM - 4:30 PM

WALK-IN'S WELCOME

Todd Davis, MD

overwhelmed and if  you see more 
things in your way, you’re not go-
ing to see a shop that you might 
otherwise see with more trees 
either blocking the front or the 
signs that say what they do,” said 
Moore. “I am not saying it’s not 
pretty. I totally agree with you, but 
we live in a National Forest, if  you 
want to see trees there are plenty 
of  opportunities to see trees. We 
are an economic engine in WCU 
and we are looking at a street that 
works. But we came up with a 
compromise and I don’t see why 
we are rehashing this and making 
more work than we need.”

Kieltyka suggested tabling 
the issue for another month so 
there is time to get the new ren-
dition published so everyone can 
weigh in. 

“Perhaps the new rendition 
will be acceptable to everyone. 
I’m not passing judgement on it. 
It’s a beautiful plan and anything 
we can do to beautify the town 
is fine. But make the options 
open to the public and let resi-

dents, business owners and other 
stakeholders have an opportunity 
to speak to the matter again next 
month,” he said.

MIS/GIS Director, Matt 
Shuler who used to be the town ar-
borist suggested planting tall trees 
– 75 feet London Plane trees – so 
the line of  sight is clear under the 
limbs so people can still see busi-
ness store fronts and signs across 
the street while getting shade and 
greenery.

Based on the state of  the 
trees on the sidewalks and in Town 
Square, business owners say they 
don’t believe the town will keep 
the new trees properly trimmed so 
despite what is promised, the trees 
growth will not be checked and 
will block signs and storefronts.

Thomas Craig owner of  The 
Ugly Dog Public House on South 
4th Street who has been for more 
trees all along said he’s in favor of  
the new proposed plan, too.

“This looks fine. But if  you 
decide not to do this, the busi-
nesses on South 4th will take that 

money. You can improve our 
sidewalks, put our power lines 
under the street, take away park-
ing and add trees. I’ll take it. If  
it’s not welcome on this street, I 
promise you the businesses on 
South 4th Street would be happy 
for it,” he said.

Ran Shaffner who used to 
own the Cyrano’s Book Shop on 
Main Street, said yes, it’s about 
economics but people come to 
Highlands for the beauty of  it. 

“We might talk about the 
money we make, but they come 
here for the beauty,” he said. 
“Part of  that is the natural en-
vironment even on Main Street. 
People say it gets hotter up here 
each year, and that’s because of  
the asphalt. Let the beauty lead 
and let the economics follow.”

Mayor Taylor said the Land 
Use Committee and the Chamber 
will meet again before the January 
17 Town Board meeting; the time 
and date to be announced.

– Kim Lewicki

...UPROAR continued from page 16



ANDREA
GABBARD
828.200.6742

andreagabbard
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Main Street Inn & Bistro 
828-526-2590 • mainstreet-inn.com

“Ace is the Place.”

At Main & 3rd streets
Highlands 526-2157

Hardware
Reeves

3

www.highlandsiscalling.com
828-526-3717 

11

Country Club Properties
“Your local hometown 

Real Estate professionals.”
3 Offices 828-526-2520

www.CCPHighlandsNC.com

2 “Highlands is calling  
and I must go.”

Pam Nellis 
BROKER 

828-787-1895
pamela.nellis@yahoo.com 

� 
LANDMARK 
REAL ESTATE SALES 8: VACATION RENTALS 

A�u.o:-,n, 

www.LandmarkRG.com I 828-526-4663 I 225 Main St.

6

Suzanne McDavid
Broker

cell: (678) 276-6133 • Off: (828) 526-8300

401 N 5th St., Highlands

13

SILVER EAGLE 

349 Main Street, Highlands, NC
828.526.5190 silvereaglegallery.com

Native American Jewelry
  Crystal & Gem Gallery

Joe Deckman, Broker
347.749.6468 • deckman43@gmail.com

Kay Deckman, Broker
917.363.5700. • kaydeckman@yahoo.com

114 N. 4th St., Highlands

The Log Cabin
Casual Dining in 1924 Joe Webb log cabin

Nightly at 5 p.m. • 828-526-5777
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Mitzi Rauers, Broker 
404-218-9123 

mitzi@meadowsmtnrealty.com
meadowsmountainrealty.com

13

K-H Park

Martin-Lipscomb 
Performing Arts Center 

(PAC)

5

 “Let me introduce you to our charming  
corner of the world.”

114 N. 4th Street • Highlands, NC

sheryl.wilson@sothebysrealty.com • highlandssir.com
office: 828.526.8300 • cell: 828.337.0706

Sheryl Wilson



www.firemt.com • (800) 775-4446

cashmere
Scotland’s Best Knitwear

McCULLEY’S

“Top of the Hill”

242 S. 4th St.

Open 7 days a week
526-4407

33

828-526-2338

30...on the Verandah 
Restaurant

on Lake Sequoyah

www.ontheverandah.com

Open Year-Round
343-D Main Street. • 526-4035

Lunch 
daily 

11a-4p
Dinner 

daily 
5:30p

Paoletti

#1 Broker 
Highlands/Cashiers  

2001-2017 per  
Highlands-Cashiers MLS
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8

9
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Jody Lovell • 828-526-4104
highlandssothebysrealty.com

Closed now.
Open

Dec. 21-31

www.wildthymegourmet.com

Invest In An Extraordinary Experience
125 South 4th Street, Highlands • (828) 526-8118 • www.WhiteOakRG.com

Susie deVille, Broker Associate
828-371-2079

Bee Gleeson, Broker Associate
404-307-1415

Pat Gleeson, Owner, BIC
828-782-0472
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Pat Allen 
Broker-in-charge

Cell: 828-200-9179 
pat@patallenrealtygroup.com 

Office: 828-526-8784
295 Dillard Road

Highlands, NC 28741

 5

Not the Biggest ... Just the Best!

www.patallenrealtygroup.com 

Kurt Barbee
828-545-7272
Ryan Bears

803-271-5426
Christy Harris
404-229-8737 

Rick Harrison
404-906-5113 
Julie Osborn

BROKERS:
828-200-6165

Sherman Pope 
828-342-4277
Cy Timmons 
828-200-9762

Steve Sheppard
404-219-1349
Sheila Welch
828-342-0695

DAV ID 
BOCK 
BUILDERS 

www.BockBuilders.com 828-526-2240 

A Top Producer for 14 Years

Join us for the Holidays and 
our New Year’s Gala

Open for Dinner at 5 p.m.
Please call for reservations.

526-4906


