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To help fight cancer, law en-
forcement personnel from across 
Western North Carolina will start 
looking a little “woolly” and “ca-
sual” beginning Feb. 4.

Officers from the Highlands, 
Franklin and Sylva police depart-
ments, and the Macon, Jackson, 
Swain and Cherokee county sher-

Area law enforcement 
growing beards for cancer

• See BEARDS page 6

Highlands Sotheby’s International  
Realty offers an unparalleled customer 
experience and our affiliation with the 
Sotheby’s brand opens extraordinary 

resources for our clients.

This is the newest K9 of-
ficer at the Highlands Police 
Dept. – an 8-week-old Mali-
nois who will be on site and 
begin training in a few weeks. 

At the Jan. 25 Town 
Board meeting, Police Chief  
Bill Harrell asked the commu-
nity to help name her.

The dept. would like 
Zoe, Xena or Eve. Whichever 
name gets the most votes will 
become hers.  Please contact 
HPD at 828-526-9431, Mon.-
Sat., 8 a.m. - 6 p.m. to cast a 
one-time vote per person.

Help name the newest member 
of the Highlands Police Dept.

For the second time in his decades-long career with the Highlands Fire 
& Rescue Dept., Roger Lee Wilson was named “Fireman of the Year” 
by his co-workers. Fire Chief Ryan Gearhart said he can always count 
on Roger Lee to be at almost every call and of course at every Tuesday 
night meeting at the firehouse – a feat recognized for the 28th time 
Saturday night at the department’s annual award banquet.

Wilson named ‘Fireman of the 
Year’ for the second time

iff  offices are joining forces to 
raise money for Cancer Care of  
Western North Carolina, which 
offers outpatient cancer treat-
ment for residents of  Western 
North Carolina.

Studies show that there is 
a direct correlation between the 

Flu outbreak 
worse than 
the Swine 

Flu epidemic 
of 2009

At last week’s Macon County 
Board of  Health meeting, Clinical 
Services Director, Jennifer Gar-
rett, updated the board on the flu 
epidemic.

As reported, this year’s new 
flu referred to as A(H2N2) rather 
than the more common A(H1N1) 
or Influenza B, is affecting every-
one young and old and it is wide-
spread across the country.

To make matters worse, the 
vaccine effectiveness is lower 

On Mon., Jan. 29, only 
88% of  students were at 
Highlands School ... down 
from 93% on Fri., Jan. 26

There were a couple of  items 
not on the agenda last Thursday 
night that elicited a lot of  discus-
sion: the condition of  the Sunset 
Rock Road and Duke Coal Ash 
Recovery costs.

A lot was said also about ex-

tending employee parking restric-
tions and what to do about the 
town’s “Charlie Brown” Christmas 
Tree.

Sunset Rock Road
Commissioner Amy Patter-

son, who walks Sunset Rock Road 

often, said the erosion along the 
.7-mile road has made it impass-
able for low clearance vehicles 
and even dangerous for those with 
high clearance and four-wheel 
drive.

At TB: Sunset Rock, Duke, employee 
parking, Christmas Tree & webcam 

Photo by Kim Lewicki
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•Letters•

I’m writing this piece on Sat-
urday afternoon while it is 
raining. I just clicked on the 

town website and clicked on the 
new street cam to see what was 
going on downtown. The parking 
spaces on Main Street appeared to 
be full.

The situation downtown 
is why the Town Board voted 
Thursday night to extend the ban 
on employee parking in the main 
business areas. Before Thursday, 
employees could park on Main Street from 
January to April. For about two years town 
staff, commissioners and business owners 
have noticed that parking continues to be 
mostly full throughout the year, not just in 
the tourist season. I think the board took 
the appropriate action Thursday night.

The businesses with large numbers of  
employees, like Mountain Fresh, Reeves, 
the Ugly Dog and OEI already require 
their employees to abide by the employee 
parking rules throughout the year. Chief  
Harrell reminded the board and audience 
that police enforcement is complaint-driv-
en. This enforcement policy will remain in 
effect, and everyone hopes employees and 
businesses will voluntarily abide by the or-

dinance, especially as we transition 
toward the peak tourist season.

The Town Board also ad-
dressed two other issues at the last 
meeting. The policy on accepting a 
private road to be taken over and 
maintained by the town was of-
ficially adopted and added to the 
existing Highlands Utility Manual.

The board also had a good 
discussion concerning the town 
Christmas Tree. Hank Ross and 
Jim Tate will meet with the parks 

and recreation committee to devise a plan 
for planting a larger tree in the park. Com-
missioner Dotson led the discussion on ac-
quiring a much larger tree. The plan calls for 
a decision at the February meeting, so the 
relocation and planting can occur at the op-
timal time of  the year.

Kevin O’Donnell of  Nova Energy 
gave us an update on the Duke coal ash 
fee schedule that will go into place starting 
February. The fees could have been worse, 
but commissioners and I are still not happy 
with the outcome. We have directed Kevin 
to continue advocating for reduced recovery 
costs so our customers will not be exposed 
to exorbitant fees. He will report back to us 
later in the year.

There are several items that continue 
to be under review but may be ready for 
board review at the February meeting. A 
proposed dog ordinance has been developed 
by a committee that I appointed. It has also 
undergone legal review by outside specialists 
in such matters. The committee will look it 

over one more time before it goes to the 
full board. 

The staff  has also been revising a util-
ity pole attachment policy. A draft had been 
presented to the board at a previous meet-
ing. It may also be ready for board approval 
at the February meeting.

Last Saturday I attended the Annual 
Dinner and Awards Ceremony of  the High-
lands Fire and Rescue Department. On 
behalf  of  the town, I expressed our deep 
appreciation to all the firefighters who keep 
our community safe. 

Mulling over issues discussed at the Town Board meeting Dear Editor,
The roads coming into Highlands are 

covered with trash. Civic-minded citizens 
have picked up trash each year ... for years.

Recently, there was a bag of  garbage 
in the ditch on the side of  the Franklin 
Road for more than a week. Contractors 
and workers drove to Highlands for jobs 
and paychecks but no one stopped to pick 
up the trash or the beer cans and fast food 
wrappers. 

Highlands can do something to solve 
this problem, if  we just will.

Richard Melvin
Highlands 

•See LETTERS page 3
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Complete Home Furnishings

503885

White Glove Delivery Throughout The Southeast & Beyond

2089 DILLARD ROAD, HIGHLANDS
(2 miles from Main Street)

828-526-5577
www.summerhousehighlands.com

MONDAY – SATURDAY
9 AM – 5 PM

PATIO & PORCH
Special Discounts for Spring Orders!

BED & BATH SHOP
MATTRESS SHOWROOM

•Obituaries•

Gregg “Carson” Watts, infant son of  Ethan Nathaniel Watts and Adrienne Olivia 
Gibson, passed away on Sunday, January 21, 2018.

In addition to his parents, Carson is survived by grandparents, Sonya Watts of  Franklin, 
Lori Rogers (Mark) of  Highlands; great grandparents, Kathey Watts of  Franklin, Sue Lewis 
of  Sylva, Dickie and Joyce Gibson of  Franklin and Bill Watts of  Clayton, GA; great-great 
grandmothers, Rose Mary Kimsey and Katheryn Angel both of  Franklin; uncles, Brett 
Gibson (Kacie Peck) of  Franklin, Colton Gibson of  Franklin; David Rogers of  Highlands, 
Ayden Watts of  Franklin and Logan Watts of  Franklin; cousin, Benson Gibson of  Franklin 
and several great aunts, uncles and cousins. He was preceded in death by his grandfather, 
Gregg Gibson and great-great grandparents, Bill Kimsey and Neal and Ollie Lewis.

Private services will be held.
In lieu of  flowers, memorial donations can be made to Iotla Baptist Church, Play-

ground Fund 1537 Iotla Church Road, Franklin, NC 28734.
Macon Funeral Home is in charge of  the arrangements. Online condolences can be 

made at www.maconfuneralhome.com.

Gregg ‘Carson’ Watts

Dear Editor,
I read the article in the Jan. 18 edition about illegal dumping at the dump stations 

in Macon County. It’s easy to understand the problem is going to continue to occur in 
a county where there are so many VRBO and AirBNB and other vacation rental units. 
People will leave their temporary home for the weekend, and not realize the dump is 
closed before they get there, and are faced with the choice of  leaving it there within feet 
of  the dumpsters, or take the trash all the way back home in their car. 

Why not add an after-hours dumpster outside the gates? It may add some additional 
expense due to needing to be collected separately, but will probably be vastly less expen-
sive than the legal and medical costs for someone getting stuck by a needle moving the 
illegally dumped trash from the gate to the inside when they start their shift. 

Tom Herbort
Highlands, NC

A solution to illegal dumping

Dear Editor,
I miss Highlands so much when away, now I can watch a bit of  the activity! The new 

webcam view at www.highlandsinfo.com is a great idea! I can’t wait for the next snow fall 
on Main Street. 

Sally Thorne

New view of Highlands is great

Louise Combs, 91, of  High-
lands passed away Wednesday, 
January 24, 2018 at Fidelia Eck-
erd Living Center.

Louise was born to Horace 
McKinley and Marietta (Davis) 
Smiley on October 3, 1926 in 
Andrews, NC. She was a native 
of  Andrews, NC, but had made 
Highlands her home for the past 
36 years. She retired as a lab tech-
nician at Highlands Cashiers Hospital and 
was a member of  the Episcopal Church 
in Highlands. She was preceded in death 
by her husband, B. A. “Smiley” Combs; 
her parents; two brothers, Jack Smiley and 
Ralph Smiley; a sister, Nell Smiley Firner 
and a godchild, Eli West.

Surviving is one daughter, 
Anne Louise Gradis (David) 
of  Greenville, NC; two grand-
daughters, Melanie Gradis Ham-
ilton (John) of  Indiana and Me-
lissa Gradis (John) of  Maryland; 
one godchild, Towanna Roberts 
(Mike) of  Andrews, NC and her 
best friend of  36 years, who was 
like a sister, Pearle Lambert of  
Highlands and eight great‑grand-

children.
A memorial service will be held at a 

later date.
Online condolences may be made 

at bryantgrantfuneralhome.com. Bry-
ant‑Grant Funeral Home and Crematory is 
serving the Combs family.

Louise Combs

...LETTERS continued from page 3
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• Highlands Area Dining •

Open Year Round • 6 days

Asia House
Japanese • Asian• Thai • Hibachi Cuisine

Serving Lunch and Dinner Year-Round.
Gourmet Foods, Full Service Bar
Town Square at 343-D Main St. • Highlands

828-526-4035

Serving Lunch 
Mon-Sun • 11a to 4p

Closed Wednesdays

Mon. thru Thurs., 11a to 10p
Fri., & Sat., 11a to 11 p

Sun., noon to 10p
828-787-1680 or 828-787-1900

We Cater!
151 Helen’s Barn Avenue

DINNER: 
Mon.-Thurs. 5-9p • Fri.-Sun. 5-10p

For reservations call: 526-4429
Main Street • Highlands

Cyprus  
International Cuisine

Sports Page 
Sandwich Shoppe

Monday:Saturday
Breakfast: 7:30:10:30am 

Lunch: Until 2:30pm

Now Serving Breakfast & 
Lunch All Year Long!

Full cooked-to-order breakfast &
Daily Lunch Specials.

314 main Street, Highlands • (828) 526-3555

Homemade in House
Open Everyday

11a.m until
423 N. 4th Street • 828-526-5188

SUPERETTE
Your one-stop shop for: steaks, burgers, 
hotdogs, thaw and heat dinners, sides, 

lunches, pies and more.  
All your tailgating and holiday needs.

RHODES

Making your entertaining and  
holidays easier!

828-526-2762 
493 Dillard Road • Highlands

Coffee • Espresso Drinks
Smoothies • Hot Soup
Paninis • Baked Goods

On Main Street • Highlands
7 days a week • 7a to 6p • 526-0020

Serving Dinner 
from 5:30p 

Mon., Tues., Thurs., Fri., & Sat.
Closed Wed. & Sun.

Zachary retires from HF&R

Closed Wednesdays



Highlands Newspaper - Thurs., Feb. 1, 2018 - 828-200-1371 - Page 5

Serving Signature Sandwiches and  
Custom Craft Ice Cream

Located on the corner of 4th & Main

828-526-9632

Sun – Thurs • 11 – 5
Fri – Sat • 11 – 6:30
Closed Wednesday

Breakfast & Lunch
Tuesday-Saturday

7a to 3p
Sunday • 8a to 2p

Daily Fresh Selection of Pastries & Baked Goods
137 Main Street • Wright Square • 828-487-4633

NEW HOURS NEW HOURS

•MileStones•

The Post 
Meyrl Streep and Tom Hanks 

Fri 2/2 - Tues 2/ 6 
at 2, 5, & 8pm 

*No 8pm show on Sun

Thrilling Drama 
Rated PG13 116 min. 

Tickets are $10 

For more information or 
to purchase tickets 

see our website 
HighlandsPlayhouse. 0 R G 

362 Oak Street 

828.526.2695 

Highlands
® 

Playhouse 

COMINC. SOON 
Potential Titles (unconfirmed) 

Shape of Water, Phantom Thread, Three Billboards ... 

Part of our Annual Award Series 

Jan. - Mar. 2018 

Dear Editor,
The new webcam at www.highlandsinfo.com is fantas-

tic! Great view of  Main Street.
I always check your weather info to see what is happen-

ing and now I have a 12” X 17” view.
Jim Rogers

New webcam adds new  
dimension

...LETTERS from page 3

Dear Editor,
Most respectfully, I would like to remind everyone who 

attends the excellent LIVE in HD Simulcast performances 
from the Metropolitan Opera, which are shown at the PAC 
on Saturdays, that they are not in their living rooms in their 
pajamas and bathrobes with their feet up on the coffee table 
eating popcorn and potato chips and simultaneously chat-
ting with friends and/or family.

As attractive as this seems, it is not so attractive to the 
people who go to actually hear the music, hear the singers 
and to view the performance. 

As for the people who cannot resist checking their 
email or whatever it is they are checking during the perfor-
mance, they may not be aware of  how bright a cell phone 
screen is, especially in a darkened room. 

I would also advocate for the old-fashioned courtesies 
that used to be observed at such events, namely, if  you are 
late to the beginning of  the show, you will not be admitted 
into the arena in the middle of  an Act, but must wait in the 
lobby until either between Acts or until the intermission. A 
better alternative is to arrive on time. The frequent open-
ing and closing of  the lobby door, suddenly flooding the 
darkened room with light and late arrivers fumbling around 
trying to find seats is annoying, forgive me for saying so.

I also don’t think food should be allowed in the actual 
arena, at least not noisy food. People trying to quietly extract 
a peppermint from a cellophane wrapper, for example, or 
eating Fritos or potato chips out of  a cellophane bag, well 
you can imagine. You are waiting to hear the famous aria 
sung acappella by a renowned artist and, just as they reach 
high C, the person behind you tears open their Frito bag and 
begins crunching away. I’m sorry, call me picky. Maybe my 
hearing is over-sensitive. Snacks, which are sold in the lobby, 
should stay in the lobby while being consumed, or not sold 
at all.

The PAC and its executive director do such a beautiful 
job of  bringing these, and other, performances to us. As we 
are so lucky to have these cultural gifts made available, I say 
let’s show some respect both to our neighbors who are at-
tending these performances and to the incredible artists up 
on the screen.

Alice Nelson
Highlands

Quiet, please

At their annual awards banquet Saturday night, Jan. 27, the 
Highlands Fire & Rescue Dept. honored Jody Zachary, who 
retired after 20 years of service. With him is Fire Chief Ryan. 
Gearhart. 

Zachary retires from HF&R

Photo by Kim Lewicki

against A(H2N2) than against A(H1N1) or Influenza B.
In addition, reports are circulating concerning the ad-

enovirus virus that looks like flu, feels like flu; even puts 
patients into the hospital like flu can.

At this time, only the U.S. military is authorized to vac-
cinate against the two major strains of  adenovirus.

Mission Health is elevating its restrictions because of  
an increase in reported influenza-like illness throughout 
North Carolina. Effective immediately, only partners and 
immediate family members over the age of  12 will be per-
mitted in patient care areas.

The number of  reported influenza-like illness cases as 
a percentage of  ambulatory visits has continued to increase 
statewide and is now approaching 7%, which activates the 
system’s Visitor Restriction Policy.

“Our Visitor Restriction Policy protects both our pa-
tients and team members by decreasing the risk of  spread 
of  influenza throughout the community,” said William R. 
Hathaway, MD, Chief  Medical Officer. “This flu season is 
now more intense than any since the Swine Flu epidemic 
of  2009.  It is better for friends and family to call loved 
ones rather than visit them in the hospital. Implementation 
of  this policy is critical to the health of  our community.”

Visitor restrictions will remain until reported flu-like 
activity decreases.

This precaution is being implemented at Mission 
Hospital and its member hospitals in the western North 
Carolina region, which includes Angel Medical Center in 
Franklin and Highlands-Cashiers Hospital in Highlands, 
CarePartners in Asheville, McDowell Hospital in Marion, 
Transylvania Regional Hospital in Brevard, and Blue Ridge 
Regional Hospital in Spruce Pine. 

...FLU continued from page 1

• See FLU page 6
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•See BEARDS page 13

with Kedra McCall

On the corner of 3rd & Spring
(828) 526-4818

Open Everyday!

COREY JAMES GALLERY
Estate Furniture SALE  
at Winter Discount!

526-5999
Located at 680 N. 4th. St., Highlands

Open Mon-Sat 10a to 5p

Carrying a wide variety of 
natural products for your  

Mind, Body & Home.

Organic Fresh Juices & Smoothies  
and Salads “On the Go!”

Stylist: Kassie Vinson

Welcome
Stylist 
Kassie 
Vinson!

...BEARDS continued from page 1

Located in the “Falls on Main”

All proceeds support  
the Hudson Library

1/2 Price Sale

On Cookbooks & Travel ..FLU continued from page 5

•HS Sports•

The highschool basketball teams played Swain and Hiwas-
see Dam this week. JV girls did not play Swain, but no 
team could beat them. 

JV boys lost 64-28. The varsity girls lost 49-48 and the var-
sity boys lost 78-61. 

They also played Hiwassee Dam. JV girls lost 47-17 and JV 
boys lost 55-29. Varsity girls lost 43-34 and varsity boys pulled 
out a 64-39 win. Their next home game will be on February 6th 
against Nantahalla starting at 6 pm. 

Middle school played Tallulah Falls and Eagle Ridge this 
week. Girls lost to Tallulah Falls but the boys won. Only the 
boys played Eagle Ridge and they won. They have no more 
home games but they will play again on February 3rd if  they win 
Tri-State tourney games. 

Come support Highlands Basketball teams as seasons start 
to get closer to their finish.

Teams continue to play hard

As of  Jan. 13, 2018, 42 flu deaths have 
been reported in North Carolina since Oct. 
1, 2017.

Ten of  those were during the week of  
Jan. 7, 2018 to Jan. 13, 2018.

Typical peak is late November through 
March.

The health department doesn’t have 

statistics on the number of  cases in Macon 
County specifically because influenza isn’t a 
reportable condition in North Carolina.

However, the Macon County Public 
Health Department has been proactive in its 
fight against it.

It had 23 off  site flu shot clinics that 
targeted school teachers, nursing homes, 
shut-ins, senior services, general population 
clinics, employees of  Macon County Public 
Health Dept., and Macon County employ-
ees. 

So far 330 high dosages for those 65 
and older have been given; 1,075 regular flu 
with the preservative., 352 preservative free 
flu shots, for a total of  1,757 flu vaccines.

According to the health department, 
the exposure of  flu to illness is 1-4 days with 
an average of  two days. 

People with the flu are most contagious 
in the first three to four days after the illness 
begins. However, some people are conta-
gious one day before symptoms develop and 
up to five to seven days after becoming sick. 

Some people, especially young children 
and people with weakened immune systems, 
might be able to infect others with the flu 
virus for an even longer time.

Since the flu is a contagious respiratory 

illness that can be mild or severe and can 
sometimes lead to death, health officials say 
to: stay away from people who are sick; stay 
home from school or work if  you get sick; 
cover your cough, wash your hands often, 
go to the physician quickly if  you think you 
have been exposed to the flu or have the 
flu.

Antiviral treatment with Tamiflu, Re-
lenza, Inavir or Peramivir, which is given 
via IV – should begin as early as possible 
upon symptom onset, ideally within 48 
hours.

Experts believe the flu is spread main-
ly by droplets made when people with the 
flu cough, sneeze or talk as the droplets 
can land in the mouths or noses of  people 
nearby.

Others believe a person can get the flu 
from touching a surface or object that has 
the flu virus on it and then touching their 
eyes, nose or mouth.

Flu symptoms are a 100-degree or 
higher fever or feeling feverish but not 
everyone with the flu has a fever; a cough 
and/or sore throat; a runny or stuffy nose; 
headaches and/or body aches; chills; fa-
tigue; nausea, vomiting and/or diarrhea – 
which is most common in children. 

daily stress of  law enforcement work and 
suicide, sleeplessness and cancer – namely 
Hodgkin’s lymphoma and brain cancer – 
particularly after 30 years of  service – that 
directly affects up to 21.7 million people per 
year. 

“The Macon County Sheriff ’s Office 
Auxiliary and several of  the wives of  officers 
approached me with the idea for this fund-
raiser and I think this is an opportunity for 

the men and women of  law enforcement to 
support a great cause,” said Macon County 
Sheriff  Robert Holland. “We all have sto-
ries we could tell how cancer has affected 
our own families. Our MCSO family lost 
one of  our own members, Administrative 
Officer Linda Moody to cancer. We want to 
do our part to help make a difference for 
those who may be dealing with cancer or 
may be doing so in the future.”

Officers will pay a fee to be allowed 
to grow a beard for the month of  Febru-
ary in honor of  World Cancer Day. 100% 
of  the funds raised will benefit the Cancer 
Care Center’s Lovelight program, which 
provides financial assistance to patients in 
need of  help with food, transportation, 
utilities, and other expenses. 

Typically, department policies require 
officers to be clean shaven while in uni-
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Back in the ‘90s, the Town Board 
agreed to keep the road smooth so “every-
one, regardless of  their vehicle could drive 
up the road.”

But she said because of  the erosion, 
it doesn’t make sense to continually fill the 
deep knee-high ruts with gravel that rela-
tively quickly and consistently washes down 
the road, through the growth and on to the 
Nature Center property.

“This is impacting the environment 
below and beyond the road. Somehow 
we need to figure this out,” she said. “As 
Lamar has told me many times, gravel on 
granite doesn’t hold. What we are doing 
isn’t working.”

She suggested closing the road to ve-
hicles (except for utility trucks) and making 
it a pedestrian-only roadway.

Commissioners agreed to decide after 
Town Engineer Lamar Nix and the Public 
Works Committee consider options.

Duke Coal Ash Recovery
Kevin O’Donnell with Nova Energy, 

who is the town’s liaison with Duke Energy, 
said that until the NC Utilities Commis-
sion makes its final ruling, the town must 
charge its customers fees to help Duke 
recoup money it paid out in 2015, 2016, 

2017 and what it expects to dish out in 2018 
for coal ash clean-up. Highlands’ portion is 
$191,472.

Until and unless the NC Utilities Com-
mission disallows a portion it is demanding, 
Duke’s wholesale customers – like High-
lands – must pay the full amount. 

However, O’Donnell, who has testi-
fied against Duke, is hoping the NC Utili-
ties Commission will disallow 75% to 50% 
of  Duke’s claim.

Until then, Highlands must pay what 
Duke demands. However, even if  the NC 
Utilities Commission rules against Duke, 
the case will likely linger in court for years 
and all the while Duke’s customers – retail 
and wholesale – must pay. 

So, through December 2018, High-
lands’ 2,361 residential customers will each 
see an increase of  about $4.05 per month 
in their utility bill beginning immediately. 
Its 451 commercial customers will see an 
increase of  about $14.05 monthly.

“Duke is passing the cost of  its coal 
ash cleanup on to us,” said O’Donnell. “If  
it doesn’t get exactly what it wants, it will 
litigate it all the way to the Supreme Court.”

Employee Parking Restrictions
During the Public Comment period 

of  the Jan. 25 Town Board meeting, Kilwin’s 
owner Jerry Moore requested that the town 
extend employee parking restrictions in the 
business district year-round.

“It makes sense as more and more 
shops stay open year-round, especially on 
weekends,” he said. “It’s also hard to men-
tally transfer from parking to no parking and 
it would make enforcement easier in the long 
run.”

Mayor Pat Taylor said that the compa-
nies in town that employ large numbers of  
people – namely OEI, Reeves, Mountain 
Fresh Grocery and the Ugly Dog Public 
House – already require their employees to 
adhere to restricted parking all year. 

Though commissioners discussed 
phasing in the requirement, in the end, they 
agreed to implement the “no employee park-
ing in the business district” beginning April 
1 forever more.

“We need to implement it now because 
it’s a problem now,” they said.

There will a grace period until the end 
of  April, but after that complaint-driven tick-
ets will be issued.

Christmas Tree
“We need to consider getting another 

live Christmas Tree that looks like a Christ-
mas Tree that we can maintain and groom 

– something we can be proud of,” said 
Commissioner John Dotson, kicking off  
the discussion. “Either have a cut tree of  
substantial size each year or plant a bigger 
tree. What we have now is a disgrace to the 
town; it’s an embarrassment.”

The current 20-ft. tree was donated 
but soon after it was planted the severe 
drought hampered its growth substantially.

As it turns out, the embankment 
where the tree now resides, isn’t conducive 
to its growth either due to the underlying 
granite. So, a larger tree would have to be 
planted somewhere else in the park – pos-
sibly near the white pine stand along the 
western edge of  the park along the alley.

Mayor Taylor said someone has of-
fered to donate a larger live tree – the board 
just has to decide on its placement.

Commissioner agreed to go for a 
larger, live tree but the Rec Committee will 
discuss particulars with Jim Tate and Hank 
Ross who oversaw the plantings in the park.

Webcam
MIS/GIS Director Matt Shuler an-

nounced that the town’s webcams on Main 
Street and Big Bear Pen looking at White-
side were live and on the town’s website. 
Also, that links are available for the asking.

– Kim Lewicki

...SUNSET continued from page 1



330 Dillard Road
Behind 

Highlands Decorating Center
828-526-4192

Complete Hair Care
including 

Hair Extensions
Massage Therapy

Hand & Foot Treatments
Body Treatments

Facials
including

Anti-Aging Celluma Panel
Personal Training

with Justin
Manicures,
Pedicures & 

Special Packages

Dr. Joseph H. Wilbanks, D.D.S.

706-886-9439 • 800-884-9439

278 East Doyle St. • Toccoa, GA

COMPLETE DENTAL CARE UNDER ONE ROOF.

You are only 50 miles away from 30 years experience in top-
notch, high-tech, one-stop dentistry known for its gentle touch. 

• Dental Implants • Root Canal 
Therapy

• SINGLE VISIT CROWNS! 
• Orthodontics including Invisalign  

• Wisdom Teeth Extractions 
and of course Fillings and Cleanings.

(IV Sedation, too)

www.WilbanksSmileCenter.com
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233 North 4th Street
Highlands, NC 28741

828.526.2083
ckswan.com
Just down from

Old Edwards Inn & Spa

ANT IQUES and FURNITURE

BOOKS   ART   JEWELRY
GARDEN    G IFTS    K IDS

SWAN
K

This luxurious Facial combines the hydrating, exfoliating  
and anti-oxidant properties of champagne oil. This facial  

removes dead skin cells, deeply hydrates and helps fade age spots. 

$110!
Take Home a Complimentary Champagne Split!

Call (828) 526-3783 to schedule an appointment with Lynn

Center for Plastic Surgery
209 Hospital Drive, Suite 202,  

Highlands www.PlasticSurgeryToday.com

At the Highlands Fire & Rescue Awards Banquet Saturday night, seven members were given certificates and/or 
awards. From left: Gary Ammons for perfect meeting attendance; Jason Tardo for only missing two meetings; Lenny 
Metrick for 20 years of service, Roger Lee Wilson with his 28th perfect meeting attendance award; center is Fire 
Chief Ryan Gearhart; Jody Zachary retired after 20 years; John Crowe for 15 years of service and Eric Pierson for 
20 years of service. Photo by Kim Lewicki

Honoring their own for service

The great Orthodox theolo-
gian, Alexander Schmemann, de-
scribed the season of  Lent as a “sad 
brightness.” In his book, Great Lent, 

A Sad Brightness: Recovering our Home w/God
Schmemann says that the climate of  
Lent reminds us of  the sadness of  
our exile, the waste we have made 
of  our lives. However, Lent also of-
fers the brightness of  God’s pres-
ence and forgiveness, the joy of  the 
recovered desire for God and the 
peace of  the recovered home. 

Please consider joining us at the 
Church of  the Incarnation for this 
five-part Lenten series as we explore 
the foundations of  Christian spiritu-
ality as we prepare for the brightness 

of  Easter, Wednesday, February 21 
through March 21. Our new rector, 
the Rev. Bentley Manning, will lead 
us through the topics of  Baptism, 
Scripture, Eucharist, Prayer, and 
Ministry. These will be one-hour 
long, weekly mid-day programs on 
Wednesdays throughout Lent, with 
a light lunch beginning at noon. 

The fee is $10. Sign-up out-
side the church office, or email in-
carnation@incarnationwnc.org.

Valentine Champagne Facial

To advertise call
828-200-1371 or email
highlandseditor@aol.com
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•Investing at 4118 Ft.•

Jody Lovell
Highlands Sotheby’s

 828-526-4104

Oh, Crystal Ball: Are We There Yet?

Other real estate markets have bottomed out and 
have been rising for years. Unlike these markets, 
our area has lagged behind and has yet to re-

spond positively, until now. Happily, the numbers on the 
Highlands/Cashiers Multiple Listing Service (HCMLS) 
show an upward trajectory over the last four years in this 
market, both in categories of  Units and Volume sold:

		  2013-14	 2014-15	 2015-16	 2016-17
Unit		  +5.52%   +11.28%	 +7.91%	 +8.82%
Volume		  +19.54% +7.73%	 +18.70 % +2.33%

In 2018, my crystal ball predicts based on the num-
ber of  buyers actively looking at homes this January that 
this could be the year that our market bottoms out, that 
inventory will start to tighten up and prices will start to rise with the 
reduced inventory. 

This prognostication is supported by the numbers on the HCMLS 
for January 2018. Unit sales are up a whopping 47.37% and volume is 

up 44.81% so far this year! Again, with any market, there 
are tranches that have fewer buyers. The air is thin when 
you get over two million dollars, but we have had success 
finding the buyers who want true luxury in this market.

The moral of  this story is that if  you are a buyer, 
don’t wait until spring to shop as the current inventory is 
being purchased, and you might be disappointed with the 
leftovers. Buckle your seatbelts, 2018 is going to be a great 
ride for real estate on The Highlands/Cashiers Plateau!!

• Jody and Wood Lovell own Highlands Sotheby’s 
International Realty, the top producing firm in Highlands 
for four years in a row. With three offices across the Pla-
teau, one at the corner of  Main Street and Highway 64 in 
downtown Highlands, one at the gate of  Cullasaja Club 

and one in Cashiers across from Cornucopia, our 30 brokers can attend 
to all of  your real estate needs. Call today at 828.526.4104 or 828.526.8300 
to make an appointment.

The Highlands Chamber of  
Commerce is accepting grant re-
quests for advertising funds for 
local events that are scheduled to 
occur before June 30, 2018. 

The ads must be placed 
in markets 50-plus miles from 
Highlands and the deadline for 
submissions is Friday, February 
23, 2018. 

Funding is contingent upon 
approval.  

Please contact Bob Kieltyka 
at president@highlandscham-
ber.org or 828-526-5841 for the 
grant application or for more in-
formation.  

Chamber of 
Commerce  

accepting grant 
requests for 
advertising

funds 
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Proverbs 3:5 • Places to Worship •
BLUE VALLEY BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Oliver Rice, Pastor (706) 782-3965

Sundays: School:10 a.m., Worship:11 
Sunday night services every 2nd & 4th Sunday at 7 

Wednesdays: Mid-week prayer meeting:7 p.m.
BUCK CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH

828-269-3546 • Rev. Jamie Passmore, Pastor
Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11 

CHAPEL OF THE SKY
Sky Valley, GA • 706-746-2999 

Sundays: 10 a.m.:Worship 
Holy Communion 1st & 3rd Sundays 
CHRIST ANGLICAN CHURCH 

Rector: Jim Murphy, 252-671-4011 
464 US Hwy 64 east, Cashiers 

9:30a Sunday School; 10:30a Worship Service  
Mon. 6p Bible Study & Supper at homes

CHRIST CHURCH OF THE VALLEY, CASHIERS
Pastor Brent Metcalf • 743-5470

Sun.10:45am, S.S 9:30am. Wed. 6pm supper and teaching.
Tues. Guys study 8am, Gals 10am.

CLEAR CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Jim Kinard

Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11a.m. 
1st & 3rd Sunday night Service: 7.p.m.

Wednesdays –Supper at 6 p.m. 
COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH
www.cbchighlands.com • 526-4685

3645 Cashiers Rd, Highlands, NC • Sr. Pastor Gary Hewins  
Sun.: 9:30am: Sunday School

10:30am: Middle & High School; 10:45am: Child. Program,
10: 45am: Worship Service

Wed.: 5pm Dinner ($7 adult, $2 child), 6pm CBC U.
EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF THE INCARNATION

Rev. W. Bentley Manning • 526-2968
Sundays: Education and choir rehearsal, 9 am, 

Holy Eucharist Rite II, (sanctuary),10:30, nursery available 
Mondays: Centering Prayer at 3 pm in the library 

Thursdays: Holy Eucharist Rite II. 
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH HIGHLANDS

828-526-4153 • www.fbchighlands.org
Dr. Mark Ford, Pastor

220 Main Street, Highlands NC 28741
Sun.:Worship 10:45 am; Sun.: Bible Study 9:30 am

Wed.: Men’s Bible Study 8:30 am; Prayer Mtg 6:15 pm; Ch. 5p
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Curtis Fussell & Emily Wilmarth, pastors 

526-3175 • fpchighlands.org
Sun.: Worship: 11 a.m.; School: 9:30

Mondays: 8 a.m.:Men’s Prayer Group & Breakfast
Wednesdays:Choir:6p

GOLDMINE BAPTIST CHURCH
(Off Franklin/Highlands Rd) 

Sunday School:10 am, Worship Service:11 am
GRACE COMMUNITY CHURCH OF CASHIERS

Non-Denominational-Contemporary Worship
242 Hwy 107N, 1/4 miles from Crossroads in Cashiers

www.gracecashiers.com • Pastor Steve Doerter: 743-9814
Services: Sundays 10am - Wed. - 7pm; Dinner - Wed. 6pm 

HAMBURG BAPTIST CHURCH
Hwy 107N. • Glenville, NC • 743-2729 • Pr. Nathan Johnson

Sunday: School 9:45a, Worship 11a & 7p, Bible Study 6p
Wed. Kidsquest 6p.; Worship 7p.

HIGHLANDS ASSEMBLY OF GOD

Randy Reed, Pastor828-421-9172 • 165 S. Sixth Street  
Sundays: Worship:11 

HIGHLANDS CENTRAL BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Dan Robinson

670 N. 4th Street (next to the Highlands Civic Center)
Sun.: Morning Worship 10:45 a., Evening Worship, 6:30 p. 

Wednesday: Prayer Service, 6:30 p.
HIGHLANDS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

Pastor Randy Lucas 526-3376
Sun: School 9:45a.; Worship 9:09,10:50.; Youth 5:30 p.

Wed: Supper: 5:15; youth, & adults activities: 6; Handbell 
rehearsal, 6:15; Choir Rehearsal 7. (nursery provided ); 7pm 

Intercessory Prayer Ministry 
HOLY FAMILY LUTHERAN CHURCH: ELCA

Chaplain Margaret Howell • 2152 Dillard Road • 526-9741
LutheranChurchoftheHolyFamily.yolasite.com

Sun: School and Adult discussion group 9:30 a.m.;  
Worship/Communion:10:30 

HEALING SERVICE on the 5th Sunday of the month.
MACEDONIA BAPTIST CHURCH

8 miles south of Highlands on N.C. 28 S in Satolah
Pastor Zane Talley

Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11, Choir:6 p.m.
Wed: Bible Study and Youth Mtg.:7 p.m.

MOUNTAIN SYNAGOGUE
at St. Cyprian’s Episcopal Church, Franklin • 828-524-9463

MOUNTAIN BIBLE CHURCH 
743-2583 • Independent Bible Church 

Sun:10:30 a.m. at Big Ridge Baptist Church,  
4224 Big Ridge Road (4.5 miles from NC 107) 

Weds: Bible Study 6:30 p.m.; Youth Group 6 p.m. 
OUR LADY OF THE MOUNTAINS  

CATHOLIC CHURCH
 Parish office (Father Francis): 526-2418

Mass: Sun: 11 a.m.; Sat. at 4p
SCALY MOUNTAIN BAPTIST CHURCH

Rev. Marty Kilby
Sundays: School –10 a.m.; Worship –11 a.m. & 7 

Wednesdays: Prayer Mtg.:7 p.m.
SCALY MOUNTAIN CHURCH OF GOD

290 Buck Knob Road; Pastor Donald G. Bates • 526-3212
Sun.: School:10 a.m.; Worship:10:45 a.m.; Worship: 6 p.m.

SHORTOFF BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Rev. Andy Cloer 

Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11 a.m. 
Wednesdays: Prayer & Bible Study:6 p.m. 

COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH OF SKY VALLEY
Sky Valley, GA • 706.746.3144• 696 Sky Valley Way #447

Pastor Gary Hewins
Worship: Sun. 9 a.m., with Holy Communion the 1st & 3rd Sun.; 

Tues: Community Supper 5:30 followed by Bible Study. 
THE CHURCH OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD

1448 Highway 107 South, Office: 743-2359 • Rev. Rob Wood
June-Sept: Sunday Services: Rite I, 8a, Rite II, 9:15 & 11a

Nursery available for Rite II services
Sept 6-Oct 25-Informal Evening Eucharist-5:30 p.m. 

Thursday: Noon Healing Service with Eucharist.
UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST FELLOWSHIP 

85 Sierra Drive, Franklin • uufranklin.org  
Sunday Worship - 11 a.m. 

WHITESIDE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Rev. Sam Forrester/Cashiers

Sunday School:10 am, Worship Service:11 am

John 3:16
•Spiritually Speaking•

• See SPIRITUALLY SPEAKING page 13

Life and  
Death Are  

Unpredictable

Dr. Mark Ford
First Baptist Church
Highlands

In the last month and a half, I have learned the un-
predictable nature of  life and death in a poignant 
way. It has gone beyond ministerial platitudes and 

theological surmising of  what we call theodicy – the 
branch of  theology that defends God’s goodness and 
justice in the face of  evil and suffering. The things I have 
experienced are not unique in any sense. But when such 
moments come in a bundle, it is a bit overwhelming and 
can challenge one’s balance in faith. To be specific, on 
December 7, 2017, I conducted the funeral for my father 
whom I admired most in this life among men. The same 
day I was informed that I have cancer, and action would 
be required to stave off  its growth and morbidity. The 
week prior I was informed by my sister, my friend and 
confidant, that she had liver cancer. She is at home in 
Franklin with hospice as we write this – she is literally 
at death’s door and I wait anxiously for that dreaded call 
between visits. 

I have thought a great deal about the frailty of  life 
because of  these events, especially in light of  texts from 
God’s Word. It was wise Solomon who said, “For every-
thing there is a season, and a time for every matter un-
der heaven: a time to be born and a time to die…a time 
to mourn and a time to dance” (Eccl. 3). Solomon was 
simply saying that the rhythms of  our existence contain 
both the bad and the good. We all know this but seek 
to put them out of  mind until we are confronted by the 
sufferings and trials of  life. We try to hold on to the 
good of  life and those events that bring joy, while push-
ing away the inevitable times of  death, loss and suffer-
ings of  all kinds – this is just human nature. Sometimes 
we go so far as to presume upon our existence and fail 
to account for the shortness of  life in terms of  eternity, 
and in terms of  our own agendas. I Peter 1:24 tells us 
“All flesh is like grass, and all its glory like the flower of  
the grass. The grass withers and the flowers fall off.” In 
Luke 12:13-34 Jesus tells of  the rich man who aspired to 
build bigger barns to hold his recent blessings of  grain 
and settle down to a life of  ease. But the Lord responded 
by telling him he was being foolish to presume about life 
and the future, for he would die that night. Jesus would 
then tell his disciples about the frailty of  life, and that 
God is in control – not us. 

Now hear me well, I am NOT trying to throw cold 
water on our existence in this life. This life and this world 
are abundant in legitimate pleasures and joys every day! 
In this part of  the world and at this time, we are blessed 
with a multitude of  reasons to find joy in living and rea-
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WINTER SPECIALS 
AT OLD EDWARDS INN AND HALF-MILE FARM 

s12s per night at Half-Mile Farm or Old Edwards Inn 
20% off at Madison's 125% off at Acorns Shops*
s12s Spa Treatments s15 Fitness or Yoga Classes 

Sunday-Thursday, January through March 
855-701-4182 I oldedwardsinn.com/Locallove I halfmilefarm.com/Locallove

Local ID required. Plus tax and gratuity. *January-February only. 

Medea Galligan
 MS Nutrition, CHHC, AADP

828-989-9144
www.MedeasHealthyLifestyleConcepts.com.

•Healthy LifeStyle Concepts•
 Venison Stew with Portabella Mushrooms

This hearty stew is a 
nutritious and deli-
cious way to make 

good use of  the venison or 
grass-fed beef  that you may 
find in your freezer this win-
ter. You can start it on the 
stove top and then transfer 
to a slow cooker, which will 
allow all the delicious flavors 
of  the onions, mushrooms 
and red wine to saturate the 
carrots and meat. As part of  
a grain-free, low carbohy-
drate Paleo meal, serve up 
the stew on a bed of  sautéed 
greens and riced cauliflower 
instead of  with bread, pasta or potatoes. 
Believe it or not, left-overs are even more 
delicious!

Ingredients
2 lbs cubed venison, or grass-fed beef
1 tsp sea salt
½ tsp pepper
½ tsp thyme
¼ cup organic unrefined coconut oil 

or organic butter
2 TBS organic butter
4 cups quartered baby Portabella 

mushrooms 
2 TBS organic unrefined coconut oil 

or organic butter
1 large yellow onion – chopped
2 cloves of  garlic – pressed or minced
2-3 organic carrots – washed, peeled 

and chopped in half  moons
½ cup red wine
3 cups hormone -free beef  bone 

broth – either make your own or it is avail-
able frozen at Whole Foods

½ tsp dried rosemary
1 bay leaf

Sea salt and fresh 
ground pepper, to taste

Directions
1) Combine salt, pep-

per and thyme in small 
bowl. Add cubed meat and 
toss to coat.

2) Preheat stainless 
steel stock pot on medium 
heat, add coconut oil or 
butter, when melted add 
cubed meat, allowing each 
side to sear and brown, re-
move and place the meat in 
a covered bowl. 

3) Add 2 TBS butter to 
stock pot on medium-low, 

when melted add mushrooms and sauté 
until fully cooked and softened, then re-
move and cover.

4) Add 2 TBS coconut oil or butter 
to stock pot on medium-low, melt and add 
chopped onion, cooking until they be-
come translucent. Add pressed or minced 
garlic, stir well and add chopped carrots. 
Cover for a few minutes, then stir and cov-
er again until softened, then remove from 
pot and cover.

5) Then add the red wine to the hot 
stock pot, stirring to deglaze (unstick the 
cooked-on flavors off  the bottom). 

6) Return the cooked meat, mush-
rooms, onions and carrots to the stock 
pot and mix well. Add the beef  broth, 
rosemary, and bay leaf, stir and bring to a 
low simmer.

7) Cook on low for at least 2-3 hours 
to allow all the delicious flavors to peak. 
Taste and add sea salt and pepper if  need-
ed, and remember to remove the bay leaf  
before serving. 

• For a free initial consultation, go to www.
MedeasHealthyLifestyleConcepts.com
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chestnut storage

Look for our sign!
10890 Buck Creek Rd. - 1/2 mile off Cashiers Rd near the hospital 

Storage Units Available
Secure 24 Hour Access

Easy In - Easy Out
Great Rates - Great Terms

Call today to find out why we’re
“Highland’s Premier Facility”

828-482-1045

Whiteside Cove  
Cottages

800-805-3558 • 828-526-2222

5 new log cabins 
nestled in the 

hemlocks on 25 acres at 
the base of Whiteside 

Mountain.

Allan Dearth & Sons
Generator 

Sales & Service, Inc.

828-526-9325
Cell: 828-200-1139

email: allandearth@msn.com

Larry Houston
Rock Work

Walls • Fireplaces • Patios • Piers 
All Rock Work • Stucco

(828) 526-4138 or (828) 200-3551

• Residential or  
Commercial 

• Over 40 Years  
Experience 

• Fast and Dependable
• FREE Estimates

• FREE Pick-up and 
Delivery

American 
Upholstery 

Same Phone Numbers:
(864) 638-9661 cell: (864) 710-9106

105 Ashley Drive • Walhalla, SC 29691
(Same Owners: Morris & Rachel Bible)

MORALESPAINTINGSERVICES@GMAIL.COM

706.982.9768
828-226.5347

INTERIOR/EXTERIOR PAINTING • LAWN MAINTENANCE
HOUSE MAINTENANCE • QUALITY WORK

FULLY INSURED

• Interior and Exterior Painting
• Pressure Washing

• House Maintenance
• Drywall Repair

• Deck Repair
Quality Work • Fully Insured

Lupe Gonzales
avpintura@gmail.com

828-332-1539 or 678-873-2927

Viva Wellness
Stimulating Natural Healing

Live Pain Free with
Healthy CBD   Hemp Oil
Call 828-526-1566 for details

Dr. Kit Barker, PhD, Cellular Biology
5 Cottage Row • US 64 east

Loma Linda
Farm

Dog Boarding • Day Care
Pastoral Park

in Home and Leash Free
Lodging in the lap of luxury

(828) 421-7922
Highlands Nc

lomalindafarm@gmail.com
www.lomalindafarm.com NC License #10978

• Grading
• Excavating
• Driveways
• Build sites

• Hauling
• Septic Systems 

Edwin Wilson
Cell (828) 421-3643 

Office/fax (828) 526-4758
wilsongrading@yahoo.com 

WE HAVE MOVED TO

Sample Books Available

Affordable Tree Services
 “I Cut Trees for Less!”

Trevor John
Rovert965@gmail.com

828-575-8512
References available



• See BEARDS page 14

Highlands Automotive

Service
&

Repair

NC
Inspection

Station

2851 Cashiers Road • highlandsautomotive.com
828-787-2360

Mendoza
Tree Expert

mendozatreeexpert@gmail.com

Quality Tree Care and Removal
Over 14 years experience

Juventino Mendoza
828-200-9217

Fully Insured • References Available
www.mendozatreeexpert.com
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Frady’s Moving
Your Professional Moving Service

License #9743 and Insured

Residential and Commercial Moving 
www.FradysMovingInc.com

864-638-2751
Toll-free 877-638-2751

•Police & Fire Reports •

Call Us for Your Vacation Rental 
&

Property Management Needs

David and Lori Bee, Brokers/Owners
177 Main Street
Wright Square

Highlands, NC 28741
828-526-9999

& Buyers Agency

The Highlands Police log entries from Jan. 9. 
Only the names of persons arrested, issued a Class-3 
misdemeanor or public officials have been used. 

Jan. 9
• At 3 p.m., officers were called about someone using a 

credit card owned by someone else without permission at 
the Shell station.

Jan. 10
• At 4 p.m., officers received a call about someone tak-

ing and using a phone without permission at a residence on 
Main Street.

Jan. 17
• At 11:04 a.m., officers received a call about a break-

ing and entering and larceny from a residence on Cullasaja 
Drive where close to $25,000 in jewelry was taken

Jan. 19
• At 1:18 p.m., officers received a call about a breaking 

and entering at a residence on Chowan Drive where some-
one entered the residence and turned on the water which 
damaged pipes.

Jan. 23
• At 9:20 p.m., officers were called about an alleged 

physical domestic assault on a 46-year-old female at a resi-

dence on Cullasaja Drive 
Jan. 24
• At noon, officers received a call about a motor ve-

hicle theft and larceny where a vehicle was taken without 
permission from a residence on US 64 west where cash 
was taken, too.

Jan. 26
• At 6:30 a.m., officers were called about “someone at 

the door” of a residence on US 64 west.

The Highlands Fire & Rescue Dept. log from 
Jan. 24.

Jan. 24
• At 1127 a.m., the dept. was called to the NC 106/

Turtle Pond area to investigate smoke.
Jan. 25
• At 12:56 p.m., the dept. provided public assistance on 

Holly Tree Lane.
• At 9:27 p.m., the dept. was first-responders to a resi-

dence on Flat Mountain Road.
Jan. 29
• At 8:58 a.m., the dept. was first-responders to a resi-

dence on US 64 west.

Wednesdays Feb. 14-March 21
Beginning Feb. 14, join HUMC for a weekly 

soup/sandwich lunch and brief  worship mes-
sage in the Faith and Fellowship Center – each 
Wednesday during Lent at noon. Everyone is 
invited.  Donations accepted.

Wednesday Lenten Lunch 
& Worship at HUMC 
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828. 482. 9543
dan@mainstreet.tech 
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sons to go on living. I dare say, God has been good to most 
of  us if  not all in some measurable way. As the old song 
says, “Count your blessings, name them one by one.” God 
gives the sun to the evil and the good, and the rain upon 
the righteous and unrighteous (Mt. 5:45). But I believe the 
Bible insists throughout that we acknowledge that life and 
death are unpredictable, as well as those things we presume 
to hold on to without limits or bounds. 

My point, and my renewed revelation in this trial-filled 
time is that we live our lives accepting and enjoying the 
good things of  God but hold them lightly given the inevi-
tability of  death and loss along the way. It was Solomon 
who once again surmised after seeing the vanity of  most 
of  our existence and the unpredictability of  life, “That 

when all is said and done, worship God and keep His com-
mandments, for this is the whole duty of  mankind” (Eccl. 
12:13). My message is this to all reading this article. By all 
means, enjoy life and love family and friends and neigh-
bors. Do so because we are told that old things will pass 
away, and all things will be made new. There is a better day 
coming, when pain, death and sorrow will give way to eter-
nal and seamless joys (Rev. 21:7). But hold all things in this 
life lightly. “Only one life will soon be pass, and only what’s 
done for Christ will last.” A good life is not measured by 
the absence of  suffering. Sufferings and loss are inevitable. 
Rather, a good life is measured by our relationship to God 
through Christ, trust in Him in the good and bad, and obe-
dience to His word, regardless of  what life brings us. 

...SPIRITUALLY SPEAKING continued from page 10

form. Growing facial hair is a perk that will help the depart-
ments raise money for the cancer center. 

A fundraising campaign, WNC Law Enforcement 
Now Shave February, was launched on Youcaring.com so 
the public can “sponsor” officers by donating in their name 
for the event.

The public will then be invited to vote on the best 
beard for each department via the department’s Facebook 
pages. The officer with the most votes and the officer with 
the most money raised will be the winners. 

Female officers are not being left out of  the challenge. 

...BEARDS continued from page 6
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•Classifieds•
HELP WANTED
INTERVIEWING FOR FULL-

TIME YEAR AROUND SECURITY 
POSITION for a private community in 
Highlands.  Shift is 3 pm to 11 pm M-F.  Full 
benefits. Call 828-526-4161 or 706-982-
5526. (st. 2/1)

AT DUTCHMANS: Full-Time Sales 
Associate (year-round). REQUIREMENTS: 
Retail experience a must, need to be able to 
work weekends and holidays, ability to work 
in a fast-paced sales-based environment, may 
include long periods of time standing, posi-
tive and friendly attitude, computer skills, 
interest in interior design. PREFERRED: 2+ 
years retail or customer service experience, 
POS experience. (st. 2/1) 

NOW HIRING SECURITY OF-
FICERS – In the Franklin, Highlands & 

Cashiers area. *Clean background.  Clean 
driving record.* Must be 21 years of age. Please 
apply at: NC Works 23 Macon Ave, Franklin , 
NC 828-369-9534 or call 864-888-0518 for 
more info. (2/15) 

OPERATIONS & ADMINISTRA-
TIVE MANAGER. White Oak Realty Group 
is growing and looking for a customer-first, 
task-driven, technology savvy person; with a 
“get it done attitude”, highly organized, who 
has creative skills in marketing & graphic design, 
and is looking to grow their career! The posi-
tion is flex-time, partly full time, or fully part 
time…we will work that out with a qualified 
and committed candidate. The Real Estate 
business is multi-faceted and we typically wear 
many hats. You’ll serve alongside our team of 
Brokers as we service our Clients with excel-
lence. Along the way you will learn new things. 
In fact, if you’ve thought about embarking upon 
a Real Estate career and practicing Brokerage, 

this position is a great way to find out if it’s 
right for you before investing the time & 
money it takes to become licensed. Genuine, 
Honest, Personality Plus, Servant Spirit, Prob-
lem Solver, Good Listener, Fun, High Integrity, 
Hard Working. If these attributes describe 
you then drop us your credentials, resume, 
and cover letter to Pat@WhiteOakRG.com 
We promise to call you back and we thank 
you in advance for your interest. 

CYPRUS INTERNATIONAL CUI-
SINE. Hiring All Positions. Please Contact 
Dan At Cyprus332@gmail.com. Or Visit Us 
At 332 Main St. Highland NC (st. 1/11) 

MOUNTAIN FRESH GROCERY 
has full and part-time positions available. 
Competitive wages in all positions. Please 
come in person to 521 east Main Street in 
Highlands to apply or call 828-526-2400.

• Food Server, Cashier and Barista (in-
cludes tips)

• Dishwasher
• Positions in the ice cream dept.
• Pizza
• Experienced Breakfast Cook
SALES ASSOCIATE FOR HIGH 

END CLOTHING STORE IN HIGH-
LANDS, NC. full time, part time and sea-
sonal. Must be available to work weekends. 
Retail clothing sales experience preferred. 
Please call 828-200-0928. (st. 5/25)

ITEMS FOR SALE
SEASONED FIREWOOD FOR 

SALE. CALL 828-369-7754. (st.2/1)
FIREWOOD FOR SALE. Seasoned 

hardwood.Call Matt at 828-482-2214. Please 
leave message. (st. 10/5)

SERVICES 
MURPHY’S PAINTING CO. Interior 

& Exterior Painting, Sheetrock Repair, Wallpaper 
Removal, Log Homes, Decks. Insured. Free Es-
timates. 828-524-1391 or 828-332-0525. (3/1)

HEALTHY COOKING CLASSES 
IN YOUR HOME. Learn simple techniques 
& recipes to make fresh foods taste delicious, 
as you save money and improve your health! 
Call Medea Galligan, MS Nutrition, Health 
Coach at 828-989-9144 and leave your name 
& number to schedule your class. 

HIGH COUNTRY PHOTO/KEVIN 
VINSON: scanning photos, slides & negatives 
to CD or DVD for easier viewing. Video trans-
fer to DVD. Everything done in house. Leave 
message at 828-526-5208. (st. 8/24)

HIGHLANDS-CASHIERS HANDI-
MAN – Can fix anything inside or out.  Car-
pentry, painting, pressure washing, lawn care, 
hauling. Free Estimates. References. Call Tony. 
828-200-5770 or 828-482-0159. (4/5)

MOLD AND MUSTY SMELL IN 
YOUR HOME? Call for free inspection. 
828-743-0900.

REAL ESTATE/BIZ FOR SALE
1 BED WITH BONUS ROOM 

FOR RENT OR SALE. Rocky Knob gated 
community. $800/mth or $180,000. Call 
828-484-9290 or 828-333-2457. (st. 11/9)

3.20 ACRES UNRESTRICTED. 
Power underground, borders National for-
est, 190 degree view. 10 min to Main Street. 
3 septic fields, 1 well 7 g p.m. 2 house foun-
dations established and approved by county 
inspectors. 2Bed/2Bath Clayton home liv-
able while building. Spring rights and more 
land available. For beautiful sunsets contact 
gracefamilia@yahoo.com. (st. 9/21)

1.21 ACRES FOR SALE BY 
OWNER - OTTO, NC - $28,000. Lot 
12 Quail Haven Road. Otto, NC. Price not 
firm...open for negotiation. Please email if 
interested to ddmarsh15@aol.com or call/
text to 239-980-0531. If no answer please 
leave a message. (st. 7/20) 

RENTALS 
VACATION RENTAL: In-town 

Highlands 3bd/3ba, walk-to-town condo. 
Book now! Available fall 2017 & 2018. $2500 
week includes housekeeping. https://www.
vrbo.com/4473684ha more info at Cham-
bers Agency 828-526-3717. 

TWO BED/1.5 BA. close to town off 
NC 106. Long-Term Rental. $1,200/month. 
Call Barbara at 828-526-5839. (st. 1/25)

TWO SMALL OFFICE SPACES 
near town, or combine for 800 square feet. 
828-526-5558. (st. 1/11) 

2 BED PLUS OFFICE, 2 bath. Next 
to hospital. Year-round. $1100/mth includes 
utilities. Call 828-200-1064 (or leave mes-
sage). (st. 1/11) 

Have You Fixed Your
Dirt Crawl Space?

There are three things that destroy materials in general and wood in  
particular: water, heat and ultra violet radiation. Of those, water is by far 
the most destructive.

Protect your home from:
• Mold
• Bugs
• Structural Damage
• Smells & Odors
• Loss of Storage Space
• Radon Gas
• Rising Energy Costs

The earth in your dirt crawl space is the major source 
of moisture in your home! This moisture is carried 
up into your house from the natural upward air flow  
created from rising heat. 

Call for a FREE Estimate on the Dry Crawl Spaces 
Crawl Space Encapsulation System.

DryCrawlSpaces.com • 828-743-0900

Larry Rogers 
Construction Company, Inc.

Excavating • Grading • Trucking Trackhoe 
Backhoe • Utilities 

(828) 526-2874

They will have the opportunity to pay to 
wear the “casual” uniform for the month 
of  February, another perk that will help 
raise money for the cancer center. 

“We each know someone who has 
been touched by cancer, whether it be a 
family member or a friend,” said Highlands 
Police Chief  Bill Harrell. “This fundraiser 
is an excellent way that we as law enforce-
ment officers can come together to raise 
money for families touched by the disease 
right here in our own community.” 

...BEARDS continued 
from page 13
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Main Street Inn & Bistro 
828-526-2590 • mainstreet-inn.com

“Ace is the Place.”

At Main & 3rd streets
Highlands 526-2157

Hardware
Reeves

3

www.highlandsiscalling.com
828-526-3717 

11

Country Club Properties
“Your local hometown 

Real Estate professionals.”
3 Offices 828-526-2520

www.CCPHighlandsNC.com

2

33

“Artfully uniting extraordinary properties  
with extraordinary lives.”

114 N. 4th Street • Highlands, NC

sheryl.wilson@sothebysrealty.com • highlandssir.com

“Highlands is calling  
and I must go.”

Sheryl Wilson
office: 828.526.8300 • cell: 828.337.0706

BRIAN RENFRO
828-226-0118
brianrenfro@gmail.com
www.brianrenfro.com

Pam Nellis 
BROKER 

828-787-1895
pamela.nellis@yahoo.com 

� 
LANDMARK 
REAL ESTATE SALES 8: VACATION RENTALS 

A�u.o:-,n, 

www.LandmarkRG.com I 828-526-4663 I 225 Main St.

11
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13
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Suzanne McDavid
Broker

cell: (678) 276-6133 • Off: (828) 526-8300

33

401 N 5th St., Highlands

13

SILVER EAGLE 

349 Main Street, Highlands, NC
828.526.5190 silvereaglegallery.com

Native American Jewelry
  Crystal & Gem Gallery

Joe Deckman, Broker
347.749.6468 • deckman43@gmail.com

Kay Deckman, Broker
917.363.5700. • kaydeckman@yahoo.com

114 N. 4th St., Highlands

® 
BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY 

HomeServices 

LUXURY 
COLLECTION 

Mitzi Rauers 
Broker/ Luxury Collection Specialist 
828.526.1717 (O) • 404.218.9123 (C) 

mitzi@bhhsmmr.com 
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www.firemt.com • (800) 775-4446

Cashmere
Scotland’s Best Knitwear

McCULLEY’S

“Top of the Hill”

242 S. 4th St.

Open 7 days a week
526-4407

33

DAV ID 
BOCK 
BUILDERS 

www.BockBuilders.com 828-526-2240 

828-526-2338

30 ...on the Verandah 
Restaurant

on Lake Sequoyah

www.ontheverandah.com

Open Year-Round • Closed Wed. & Sun. nite
343-D Main Street. • 526-4035

Lunch daily 
11a-4p

Dinner at 
5:30p

Mon., Tues, 
Thurs., Fri., 

Sat.

Paoletti

#1 Broker 
Highlands/Cashiers  

2001-2017 per  
Highlands-Cashiers MLS

www.highlandssir.com
7

8

9

6

 5

Pat Allen 
Broker-in-charge

A Top Producer for 13 Years

Cell: 828-200-9179 
pat@patallenrealtygroup.com 

Office: 828-526-8784
295 Dillard Road

Highlands, NC 28741  5

Not the Biggest ... Just the Best!

www.patallenrealtygroup.com 

BROKERS:
Christy Harris
404-229-8737 
Julie Osborn
828-200-6165

Sherman Pope 
828-342-4277
Cy Timmons 
828-200-9762

Steve Sheppard
404-219-1349
Sheila Welch
828-342-0695

Jody Lovell • 828-526-4104

Join us for our 34th year!
Opening for Dinner from 5 p.m.

late March, early April

Please call for reservations.
526-4906

Reopening 
Feb. 14

www.wildthymegourmet.com

Invest In An Extraordinary Experience
125 South 4th Street, Highlands • (828) 526-8118 • www.WhiteOakRG.com

Susie deVille, Broker Associate
828-371-2079

Bee Gleeson, Broker Associate
828-404-1415

Pat Gleeson, Owner, BIC
828-782-0472


