HB90 heading to Governor’s desk

Puts brakes on HB13 unfunded mandated decreasing K-3 class sizes for 2018-"19

Macon County Republican
and House of Representative
member Kevin Corbin argued
in favor of legislation on Tues-

The House scheduled the fi-
nal vote Tuesday for the education
legislation — dubbed House Bill 90

e See HB90 page 6

day morning in Raleigh to provide
local school districts in the state
more flexibility when it comes to
classroom sizes.
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HS senlor athletes recoghized for school career of participation

At Friday night’s home game Highlands School senior basketball players and cheerleaders were honored with their parents. From
left are Demitrius Schmitt, Chandler Stolzfus, Maddison Lloyd, Trinity Dendy, Kim Feria, Deysi Diaz, and Ana Gonzalez.

Photo by Kedra McCall

NC families got nearly $97 MM from Airbnb in 2017

The state gained $14.5 million in tax revenue from Airbnb — up 88 percent from 2016’s $7.7 million.

According to Airbnb, North
Carolina families are reaping
the economic benefits of home
sharing and to prove it Airbnb
released new data on the income
its host community earned dur-
ing 2017 — income used to help
to pay mortgages, rent and other
monthly bills.

Between January and De-
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‘Home Furnishing Center’
Open

Monday — Saturday
9a-5p

2089 Highway 106
828-526-5577

cember 2017, residents of North
Carolina made $96.8 million by
sharing their homes with tourists,
beach goers, solar eclipse viewers,
and college families.

With Airbnb and VRBO cut-
ting into the local real estate vaca-
tion rental market, Realtors and
even town administrators won-
dered if the state and county are

Highlands
Sotheby” S

INTERMATIONAL REALT

114 N. 4th Street * Highlands
NC ¢ 828-526-4104

getting their due.

In Macon County there is a
3% occupancy tax which every
lodging facility must levy and turn
into the county.

Macon County Finance Di-
rector Lori Hall said the county
reports occupancy tax collec-
tions to the NC Department of
Revenue on an annual basis, but

payments per establishment aren’t
included. The general process for
Macon County occupancy tax col-
lections is that the facilities collect
the occupancy tax, they remit it
monthly to the county, the county
retains an 8% administrative fee
and then the county disburses the
net funds to the chambers on a

e See AIRBNB page 13

Even though the Sotheby’s International
Realty brand is recognized as an
apparitional brand serving the luxury

market, luxury is an experience, not a price
point.We represent extraordinary homes in a
variety of lifestyle categories and price points.
www.Highlandssir.com
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Principals
submit

wish lists to
Board of Ed

Highlands asks for
stage lighting; new
front entrance

The Macon County Board
of Education met in Franklin
last Thursday for the first of sev-
eral meetings focused on crafting
the 2018-19 school year budget.
Principals from across the district
were in attendance to pitch their
cases for capital improvements
to their school facilities as well as
additional personnel heading into
the next school year.

Macon County Schools Su-
perintendent Dr. Chris Baldwin
presented members of the Board
of Education with a complete
list of capital outlay requests for
the entire district. Each school
principal submitted a “wish list”
of needs and wants to the central
office which totaled $12,446,239
for the entire district. The bulk
of that comes in at $8 million

e See WISH LISTS page 9

M°CULLEY’S
BLOW-OUT
SALE!

In Highlands
242 S. 4th St.* 526-4407
and
In Cashiers
24B Canoe Point ¢ 743-5515
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Government doesn’t always have to ‘fix’ everything

s I have said before, I prac-
tice managing by wander-
ing around (MBWA). Last

week I was driving around down-
town and turned onto Church
Street from 4th and headed to-
ward the Methodist Church.

Several years ago this area
was the site of a constant dump-
ster war among metrchants. A
large dumpster was located on
church property. Folks did not se-
cure it, and the bears routinely ha
a feast and trashed the area. There was a lot
of finger pointing and frustration.

Finally, Reverend Christy stepped in
and asked the town to remove the dump-
ster from church property. There was no
other place to relocate the dumpster, so
merchants had to come up with another
solution. And they did.

The Pizza Place built its own beat-
resistant trash toter holder. The shopping
center on Main Street developed a series of
bear resistant bins for their merchants to
secure and store garbage toters. Each bin
has the store labeled on the secured doots.
My follow-up feedback indicates that the
system has worked well.

What impressed me so much was how
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Highlands Mayor
Patrick Taylor

nice and organized the area looks
now. There is no garbage scattered
on the ground. The new addition
to the Methodist church upgrades
the appearance of the entire area.

I came away from my wander-
ing thinking sometimes folks tend
to believe government should solve
their problems, when in fact neigh-
bors working together may have
better solutions. I took the Town
Manager over to see the Church
Street area. He, too, was impressed
with the trash system and the appearance.

So, where else could such a system be
implemented downtown? Such a system
might just be a big component to solving
the “bears in the garbage” problem and also
stopping illegal garbage dumping by human
animals, too. T will continue to wander, ex-
plore and talk with folks about ideas.

The February Highlands Town Board
meeting will be tonight at 7pm at the High-
lands Community Building next to the ball
field. The board will hear some timely up-
dates on such items as the broadband initia-
tive and review several planning items. The
committee that was appointed to study and
review the town Christmas Tree issue in the
patk will provide some options for the board
to consider.

It is unfortunate that the current tree
has not fared very well. Where the tree was
located contained substantial rock that did
not help it adjust to relocation. Also, we
planted it late in the year during the severe
drought, and even constant watering by rec-
eSee MAYOR page 7

reation department staff couldn’t make up
for the lack of rain.

I want to again thank Brian Cabe of
Wildwood Natives for his generous dona-
tion of our current Christmas tree. It was
a beautiful tree when it arrived at the park.
Hopefully, our next effort will have better

results. The goal is for a planting decision
to be made soon so the project can be com-
pleted before spring. Winter and fall are the
best times of the year to relocate a large
tree.

Everyone is welcome tonight.

Hic’s VIEw

YATe)

How dogs secretly communicate

whicseven@yahoo.com
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LITTLE BEAR PEN MTN - $697,000 MLS# 8494 TOWN PLACE CONDO - $895,000 MLS# 87224

Only 3 minutes to downtown Highlands & Main Street!
3BR/IBA mtn home was remodeled in 2012 with
hardwood floors, vaulted & beamed ceilings. Huge covered
and open deck & screened deck outdoor areas with BIG
mtn views. MNew master suite with luxury bath, a 2 car
carport and a drive through porte-cochere. Tucked away in
a wonderful neighborly community!

3BR/3BA, beautiful wood vaulted ceilings with rustic
beams, stone fireplace & open island granite kitchen & wet
bar complete the greatroom. Spa-style master bath has his
& her sinks, a large glass walk in shower, as well as deep
soaking tub. All the latest electronic upgrades like a Global
Plasma air cleaner, operate your HYAC via cell phone. A
walle to Main Street location makes this conde a rare find!

MEADOWSMOUNTAINREALTY.COM

HIGHLAMDS FALLS CC - 2334 CASHIERS ROAD

BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY | Meadows Mountain Realty DA ARNES A H';HBL;’;EI'S? I‘?“BB e

HomeServices
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Coffee * Espresso Drinks
Smoothies « Hot Soup
Paninis » Baked Goods

On Main Street * Highlands
7 days a week ¢ 7a to 6p * 526-0020

Cyprus
International Cuisine

i s N e

CUTHIAN.
DINNER.
Mon.-Thurs. 5-9p ¢ Fri.-Sun. 5-10p
For reservations call: 526-4429
Main Street * Highlands

D RHODES
SUPERETTE

Making your entertaining and
holidays easier!

Your one-stop shop for: steaks, burgers,
hotdogs, thaw and heat dinners, sides,
lunches, pies and more.

All your tailgating and holiday needs.

828-526-2762
493 Dillard Road e Highlands

otsla gftouse

Japanese ¢ Asian® Thai * Hibachi Cuisine
Open Year Round ¢ 6 days
Closed Wednesdays

Mon. thruThurs., | la to 10p
Fri.,, & Sat.,llato |l p
Sun., noon to 10p
828-787-1680 or 828-787-1900

We Cater!
I51 Helen’s Barn Avenue

Sports Page
Sahdwich Shoppe

Now Gerving Breakfast ¢
Lunch All Year Long!

Monday:Saturday
Breakfast: 7:30:20:30am
Lunch: Jntil 2:30pm
Full cooked-to-order bregkfast ¢

aily Luhch Specials.
31¢4 main Street, Highlands  (828) 526-3555

The LOG CABIN

CASUAL DINING

Fresh Seafood, Steaks
& Comfortable Italian
Dinner Nightly at 5:00 PM

Just off Main Street in a historic
1924 Joe Webb log cabin

828 526-5777

www.LogCabinHighlands.com
130 LOG CABIN LANE

JOIN US FOR OUR WINTER

THREE COURSES, 30 DOLLARS
MONDAY - THURSDAY
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PIZZA ® PASTA o TAP
Homemade in House

Open Everyday
I la.m until
423 N. 4th Street » 828-526-5188

828-526-4035

_WILD THYME GOU RMET

R EB T AR ADMT

Serving Lunch and Dinner Year-Round.

Gourmet Foods, Full Service Bar
Town Square at 343-D Main St. * Highlands

Serving Lunch
Mon-Sun e 11a to 4p
Closed Wednesdays
Serving Dinner
from 5:30p

Mon., Tues., Thurs,, Fri., & Sat.
- : Closed Wed. & Sun.




...on the Verandah
Restaurant

on Lake Sequoyah

www.ontheverandah.com
US 64 west * Highlands

Open:
Feb. 14-17
Wed.-Sat.

and Fri. & Sat. w
thereafter

828-526-2338 |

A

Breakfast & Lunch
Tuesday-Saturday
% Tato 3p NGW,,O
" Sunday ¢ 8ato2p

Daily Fresh Selection of Pastries & Baked Goods
137 Main Street * Wright Square * 828-487-4633

4 Sweeheats

Deli and Ice Cream

Serving Signature Sandwiches and
Custom Craft Ice Cream

Sun-=Thurse Il -5
Fri—Sate |1l -6:30
Closed Wednesday

Located on the corner of 4th & Main

828-526-9632

Highlands Newspaper - Thurs., Feb. 15,2018 - 828-200-1371 - Page 5

FULOGY.

- OBITUARY

Ivan Wycliffe
Haynes

Feb. 20, 1971 — Jan. 10, 2018

A strong and handsome, beautiful boy. God gave him
different tools. Not good or bad, just different. Ivan was
special.

Ivan loved motorcycles and featlessly racing them
through the woods. Trail or no trail. He was very good at
it and won championships but you wouldn’t know as he
didn’t talk about ‘em.

He liked being alone in the woods for hours clearing
and making trails and exploring and just chilling (his word).

He was good at math in school and liked to share his
knowledge with like-minded students. He told me that
teaching calculus at the university was his favorite job.

Not fashionable and really not tasteful, he wore what
was handy.

Quiet and apart, not aloof. He was in Mensa and was
an introvert like most Mensans. I doubt that he ever went
to a meeting,

He liked to fish alone in his little boat with his dog and
maybe with his Dad or a pal and maybe a worm or two.

Focused. For a while he was learning how to play the
guitar. He played Malaguena for me over the phone. I was
impressed and pleased. It’s playing in my background right
now.

He liked his old blue truck and his bike.

OK with simple food. Whatever he had in front of
him was fine. I wish I knew more about his diet. Now 1
wish I knew more about Ivan. He taught me that dry cereal
was OK as a supper selection.

He could be a good friend, but was not much of a
people person. I do believe he was happiest when he was
alone.

He gave it up one cold and passionate night on his
motorcycle.

He was loved and will be missed.

There’s a patch of sunlight shining on my window. It’s
shining through a branch with leaves moving in the wind.
For a moment it looked like Ivan. I think he was smiling;
Maybe that means he’s OK. I hope so.

T just wanted you to know him a little better and know
that he was loved.

— Uncle RB Haynes and parents
Wycliffe Eskrigge Haynes and Marie Hunt Haynes

Come see how the new tax
law will affect you!

Highlands Mountaintop Rotary announces a presen-
tation by Carol L. King on the new tax law and how it
will affect you on Monday, February 19 at the Episcopal
Church of the Incarnation. from 5:30.-6:30 p.m. Refresh-
ments and snacks will be provided. Everyone is invited.

Kathlyn
\Kayl
Watson
Holiday

Kathlyn (Kay) Watson Holiday passed away suddenly
but peacefully at her home in Village of Golf, FL on Febru-
ary 2, 2018.

Preceded in death in 1999 by her husband of over 50
years, Harry, and her five siblings, Rita, Rosie, Dot, Marian
and Walt, she leaves behind three children and their spous-
es, Ede (Terry Adamson), Hap (Angela) and Beau (Paula),
and six grandchildren, Rachael, Collin, Kate, Elizabeth,
Erin, and Ede, as well as Terry Morgan Adamson and his
family. Raised in Brownwood, TX, she lived and raised her
family in Middletown, OH until retiring with her husband
to Highlands, NC and southern Florida in 1985.

Having lost her own mother at age five, she lived life
with never ending optimism and belief in the power of
positive thinking. Her strength and resilience were exam-
ples to us all.

A loving wife and mother, we remember the flash of
her green eyes and her red hair that never turned grey. We
will miss her mischievous sense of humort, her love of ten-
nis and coffee, her beauty and her charm, and her passion
for life. She taught us to help who and where we can and
that family is the most important thing there is.

In remembrance of her, please donate generously to
the charity of your choice. She had 96 glorious years and
will be missed by all that knew her.

AWARD SERIES

Darkest Hour
Gary Oldman and Kristin Scott Thomas
Fri2/16 - Tues 2/20
at2, 5, & 8pm

*No 8pm show on Sun

Biography Drama
Rated PG13 125 min.
Tickets are $10

For more information or
to purchase tickets
see our website
HighlandsPlayhouse.ORG

362 Oak Street
828.526.2695

DARKEST HOUR

Highlands’
Playhouse

fLee

COMINCG SOON
Phantom Threail starts 2/23!
Potential Titles (unconfirmed)
Shape of Water, Three Billboards, All the Money...

Part of our Annual Award Series
Inn - Mar 2018
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..HB90 continued from page 1

-- which also pledges to pay for preschool
for all at-risk 4-year-olds by 2020. The leg-
islation passed 104-12.

Leaders in the Macon County School
system, as well as Rep. Corbin were among
those speaking out against HB13’s impend-
ing legislation mandating K-3 class sizes be

reduced next school year - from 20 students
per class to 17. Corbin argued that without
more funding, districts would be forced to
cut art, music and PE teachers or increase
fourth grade classrooms.

HB90 now head to the Governot’s
desk for approval. It replaces the temporary

COREY JAMES GALLERY
Estate Furniture SALE
at Winter Discount!
Open Everyday!

(828) 526-4818
On the corner of 3rd & Spring

ﬁ‘W hole
w@t“fa Life
”Market

Matural Producks Store

Carrying a wide variety of
natural products for your
Mind, Body & Home.

NECTAR )

526-5999
Located at 680 N. 4th. St., Highlands

Open Mon-Sat 10a to 5p

Organic Fresh Juices & Smoothies
and Salads “On the Go!”

HB13 bill which was set to expire June 30
putting the brakes on mandating smaller
class-sizes for K-3 beginning in the 2018-
’19 school year.

HB90 also mandates class sizes be de-
creased but gradually by the 2021-22 school
year. It also includes $61 million to pay for
art and PE teachers; and boosts funding for
Pre-K, eliminating the waiting list.

“House Bill 90 does tremendous
things for education in North Carolina,”
said Rep. Kevin Corbin. “We allow local
districts to have the flexibility they need and
as a state we are investing in art, PE and our
pre-school classes.”

Upstairs and Across the Walkway
at “Falls on Main™ Highlands (828) 526-3939

OPENING AT 9A - TUESDAY - SATURDAY

Owner/Stylist: Lacy Jane Vilardo

Stylists: Heather D. Escandon,
Maggie Barden, Bri Field
Nail Tech: Jenna Schmitt

Hair e Nails  Waxing * Tanning
Eyelash Extensions * Walk-ins Welcome!

School districts have been pleading for
state lawmakers to delay changes mandated
by HB13 that would require them to lower
average K-3 class sizes from 20 students
per room to roughly 17 students starting
this July.

Across the state school officials said
they don’t have the thousands of extra
classrooms needed and might have to fire
art, music and physical education teachers
to help come up with the money to hire ad-
ditional K-3 teachers.

Though happy to have a reprieve,
Highlands School principal Brian Jetter

eSee HB90 page 7

© Welcome
Stylist
~ Kassie
\Vinson!

leﬁ(f(?’/‘

D .
6/@0&0/@

Color, Cuts, Highlights, Perms,
Manicures, Pedicures,

Acrylics & Gel Enhancements,
Up Do's and Facial Waxing

Owner/Stylist: Lisa L. Shearon
Stylist: Jane B

Stylist/Nail Tech

Nail Tech: Katie

Stylist: Kassie Vinson

828-526-9477 » 225 Spring Street, Highlands

ESUMMER HOUSE

Complete Home Furnlshmgs

. B

T PR T i
E"a.

White Glove Delivery Throughout The Southeast & Beyond

2089 Dillard Road, Highlands

2 miles from Main Street | 82B.526-5577 | wwwsummerhousehighlands.com
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said the current and HB90 stipu-
lations are still worrisome.

In 2018-19 district-wide
average for K-3 has to be 19
students per grade or 23 for in-
dividual classes; in 2019-20 K-3
district-wide average is 18 per
grade or 22 for individual classes;
2020-21 K-3 district-wide aver-
age is 18 per grade or 21 for indi-
vidual classes.

He used the following kin-
dergarten scenario which could
be duplicated for first through
third grades.

“If 1 had to have one ad-
ditional classroom, T would have
to move the Title I/AG teacher
who wotks with a few students at
a time as a pullout teacher. Not
sure where I would move her,
though.

“If 1 needed more than one
morte classroom, I would have to
then look at the special program
classes (EC, ESL) which tend to
have smaller numbers of students
at a time than we have now in
small classrooms and move them
somewhere else. However, 1 do
not know where that would be.

“We know of 18 local stu-
dents that will likely show up for
the first day of kindergarten next
year — March 13 is kindergarten
otientation so we will know more
then. If we were to get a couple
more kindergarten students dur-
ing the year that would put us
over 21 kindergarten students,
so we would have to immediately
add an additional kindergarten

class, even if it is in the middle of
the year.”

Under the proposed HB90
bill announced last Thursday, class
sizes in kindergarten through third
grade will remain unchanged for
the 2018-19 school year before
being gradually lowered to the new
averages for the 2021-22 school
year.

The bill also provides $61.4
million a year for school districts to
pay for arts and PE teachers. Other
items of the bill expand eligibility
in a new state program that pro-
vides debit cards worth $9,000 for
families of students with disabili-
ties to pay for education expenses.

“On behalf of the superin-
tendents and other school leaders
in our membership, we ate pleased
that this new legislation provides
a reasonable timeline for reducing
class sizes in kindergarten through
third grade, which is priority of the
General Assembly, while simulta-
neously ensuring adequate funding
and support for continuing vitally
important instruction in art, mu-
sic, physical education and world
languages,” said Katherine Joyce,
Executive Director of the North
Carolina Association of School
Administrators. “We are especially
appreciative that Senate and House
leaders were willing to work with
us in developing this new legisla-
tion to ensure that school distticts
across the state have a viable solu-
tion to concerns they have previ-
ously expressed about the existing

eSee HB90 page 8

Custom Jeweler

503980

Doserther

DIAMONDS
ARE A GIRL

Boest Friend!
1he®

Full Service Jeweler ¢ Repairs ¢ Restorations ¢ Appraisals

152 S. 2nd Street | Highlands, NC | 828-526-5858 | www.JannieBeanDesigns.com

BB Conference Tournament begins

This week high school basket-
ball played Rosman, Blue Ridge, and
Nantahala.

The JV gitls was the only team
who beat Rosman. Later in the week
they played Blue Ridge at home. Both
varsity girls and boys finished the
night with a win for their senior night
on last Friday.

Although JV boys did not beat
Blue Ridge on Friday, they beat them
on Monday for their first game in the
conference tournament. Now they
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with Kedra McCall

play on Thursday in Nantahala against Hiwassee
Dam. JV gitls will also play on Thursday in Nan-
tahala. JV gitls did not play Blue Ridge because
Blue Ridge doesn’t have a JV team.

The varsity boys also played Nantahala this
week and won resulting in a co-championship in
their conference. Along with the varsity gitls, they
are co-champions with Hiwassee Dam. The con-
ference tournament has now started. If the varsity
boys and gitls win their first game of the tourna-
ment on Tuesday, they will proceed to games on
Thursday night for tournament championships.

\ r Il
\

! [RY SINK
\2.‘;’1 GALANDS, N
Winter price

breaks on selected
merchandise!

30% off
All Cuisinart
Green Gourmet
Frypans in stock!

The Dry Sink  Main Street  Highlands, NC

The Highlands Rec Dept. basketball league teams — considered seed teams for Highlands School — were honored
Senior Night last Friday at Highlands School.

§ P

— Photo by Kedra McCall

Have You?

Winter Sale Continues!
50% - 80% off Women'’s and Men'’s Clothing

Sun.-Fri. 11-4, Sat. 10-5
446 Main Streete 828-526-3963
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330 Dillard Road
Behind
Highlands Decorating Center
828-526-4192
Complete Hair Care
including
Hair Extensions

Massage Therapy
Hand & Foot Treatments
Body Treatments
Facials
including
Anti-Aging Celluma Panel

Personal Training
with Justin
Manicures,
Pedicures &

Special Packages

T

parentheses have a place

but not on your fa

JINVESTING AT 4,118 F1.

Between every two pines is the door-
way to a whole new world.
— Jobn Muir

been around Highlands and

Cashiers now for 25 years as a
husband, Father, friend, hiker, dog-
lover, fly fisherman, and real estate
broker. I was thinking about what
actually drew me here in the first
place, and wondering if you might
be having similar feelings.

Perhaps not unlike you, I feel
a need to spend more time outside
and in nature, walking the trail,
fishing the stream, or maybe hit-
ting a small white ball down a large
green field. And yet all-around, life
pulls us to inside environs, not to
mention the hours of “screen life”
we consume on a smartphone, TV,
or laptop. And don’t get me started
with the kids, who are “pulled in-
side” even more. Add to this, the
miles and hours we spend in traf-
fic, driving to sporting events, chil-
dren’s activities, and commuting
to work or airports (I’'m having a
flashback to those 8AM flights at

It’s hard to believe that I’ve

So smooth and natural,
everyone will notice
(but no one will know).

ASK ABOUT NEW

Jin'e-lff_-'r'fu

Center for Plastic Surgery
526-3783 or Toll Free: 877-526-3784
Highlands-Cashiers Hospital Campus, Highlands, NC

www. PlasticSurgeryToday.com
Robert T. Buchanan, MD
Board Certified Plastic Surgeon

Turning ‘Lifestyle’ Inside-Out!

Hartsfield).

Has someone
ever said to you “get
some fresh air?” They
may really be telling
you to “get lost” and
for good reasons.
Science confirms the
health benefits of
being in nature: Vi-
tamin D is essential

you for a weekend.
Call the Old Edwards
Inn and ask about
their Winter specials.
The Park on Main
Hotel aka “Batk on
Main” takes dogs.
Stop for a minute,
smell the coffee, and
Come on Up! But
what does any of this

to a healthy immune
system; being outside
prevents “Computer
Vision  Syndrome”
and Nearsightedness;
poor sleep patterns are attributed
to spending too much time inside
away from natural light and eatly
morning exposure to sunlight im-
proves sleep cycles; it’s believed
that when dirt and sand comes in
contact with bare skin it causes
intense anti-inflammatory and en-
ergizing effects to the body. Sitting
around the house has been called
“the smoking of our generation”
and leads to back pain and a whole
host of psychological disorders.
And lastly, being in nature boosts
serotonin and promotes improved
attention spans, empathy, emotion-
al stability, and love (yesterday was
Valentine’s Day so I had to throw
that in).

If any of these feelings reso-
nate with you, I'm inviting you to
Highlands and Cashiers right now.
Contact that friend who’s offered
their cabin or mountain home to

Pat Gleeson, Owner, BIC
White Oak Realty Group
828-782-0472

have to do with Real
HEstate  investment
in  Highlands, NC?
In a word, EVERY-
THING!

Clients scour Zillow or Real-
tor.com and call us about kitchens,
bathrooms, and the size of the
Master...all great questions. When
we eventually visit the property the
conversation with the client shifts
to: “What about the outside space
and outdoor living areas?” Being
on the deck with a fire going (in
the middle of summer); morning
coffee on the porch; and sleeping
with the windows open suddenly
become priorities. Hark, the begin-
ning of understanding.

It’s truly a great time to in-
vest in Highlands and Cashiers,
and the 2018 market is off to a
hot start. What’s selling you ask?
It’s the promise of an enhanced
lifestyle, changed lives, together-
ness, stillness, natural beauty, and
a pause from busy-ness. We en-
courage you to book that trip, en-
list the services of a professional
Real Estate broker, and turn life
“inside-out.”

A final thought. My wife Bee
and our friend Susie deVille ask
me all the time, “Are you shining
some light today?” I know this
much. In order to shine light to-
ward others, I must first let plenty
of light in, so I head out. Hope to
see you on a trout stream!

* Pat and Deborah “Bee” Glee-
son are owners and brokers of White
Oak Realty Group located in down-
town Highlands on 4th Street across
Sfrom the Old Edwards Inn. White
Oak Realty Group founded in 2009,
is one of the leading boutique brokerage
Sirms on the Highlands-Cashiers pla-
tean. You may reach the Gleesons and
Susie delille at 828-526-8118.

..HB90 continued from page 7

law on class sizes.”

There was bipartisan sup-
port for the education portions of
the bill that include more funding
for pre-kindergarten programs
and phasing in the K-3 class-size
changes that school districts said
they couldn’t implement this fall.

Therapy

Dr. Joseph H. Wilbanks, D.D.S.
278 East Doyle St. e Toccoa, GA

COMPLETE DENTAL CARE UNDER ONE ROOF.

e Dental Implants e Root Canal

o SINGLE VISIT CROWNS!

e Orthodontics including Invisalign
e Wisdom Teeth Extractions
and of course Fillings and Cleanings.
(IV Sedation, too)

You are only 50 miles away from 30 years experience in top-
notch, high-tech, one-stop dentistry known for its gentle touch.

706-886-9439 ¢ 800-884-9439

www.WilbanksSmileCenter.com

— "
WILBANKS SMILE.CENTER
vty

With HB90 heading to the
Governort’s desk, it is uncertain if
he will sign it or veto it because
of noneducation-related provi-
sions in the bill.

One concern is that HB90
also makes changes to the state
elections board that would change
the elections board to nine mem-
bers, including one member not
affiliated with a political party.

The bill would also take $58
million that energy companies
building a pipeline through East-
ern North Carolina are expected
to give state government as part
of a deal Gov. Cooper negotiated,
for distribution to school districts
in the eight counties the pipeline
would run through. While there
is less objection to this provision
of the bill, it being included at all
in the class-size legislation caused
frustration with Democrats.

HB90 still includes the deal
Cooper negotiated for the eight
counties, but the $58 million will
go to the eight counties the pipe-
line will go through to be used at
their discretion.



. WISH LISTS continued from page 1

for complete renovations and rebuilds at
Franklin High School.

The next step in the process is for the
Board of Education to take the requests,
item by item, and prioritize the list.

The Macon County Board of Com-
missioners allocate funding for capital
improvements within the school system
and the amount provided to the school
district has varied from yeat-to-year. Based
on need and the requests, commissioners
historically provide $300,000 to $500,000
annually, above the operating budget, ear-
marked for capital improvements.

Capital improvements at Highlands
School totaled $37,515. The majority of
the request for Highlands School was for
$30,000 for new stage lighting, something
the school has requested in previous years.
Another $§7,515 was requested for a new
front entrance door, something Board of
Education member Stephanie McCall said
was greatly needed due to safety concerns.

Highlands also had a $12,400 request
for new bookshelves for the school’s media
center, a request that has been made to the
board of education in the past.

Across the district, the capital outlay
requests included $618,874 to continue the

5-year replacement program for computers
and other technology needs for the entire
district. Macon County Schools also had a
request of $181,8997 for new vehicles, in-
cluding activity buses and central office cars,
to help employees who regularly commute
from Franklin to Highlands.

In addition to capital needs, Dr. Bald-
win said there are requests for additional
personnel for schools across the district. Dr.
Baldwin pointed out that the majority of
the requests by district principals were not
for historically new positions, but rather to
bring staffing levels back to where they were
before cuts and attrition reduced staffing in
schools all across the district.

'To meet the staff needs of each school,
Macon County Schools would need an ad-
ditional 10 positions. Two additional person-
nel were requested at Franklin High School,
one at Macon Middle, one at Mountain
View Intermediate, two at South Macon El-
ementary, and one teacher and two part-time
becoming full-time at Union Academy.

All of the requests were presented to
commissioners in the first phase of the
school board budget process and will now
be prioritized by the Board of Education.
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THE BEST OF

WINTER

ON Sm

ACORNS BOUTIQUE | THROUGH FEBRUARY 28

REGULAR PRICED CLOTHING
CLEARANCE CLOTHING NOW 50% OFF

30% OFF

465 Main Street | 828.787.1877

WINTER SPECIALS

Half-Mile Farm or Old Edwards Inn from 125 per night
20” off at Madison’s | 25” off at Acorns Shops*
$125 Spa Treatments ®15 Fitness or Yoga Classes

Sunday-Thursday, through March
Call 855-701-4182 to book. Local ID required. Plus tax and gratuity. *January-February only.

PIZZA

PASTA
STROMBOLI

11 TO CLOSE EVERY DAY
DINE IN, TAKE OUT OR DELIVERY

WOOD-FIRE NEAPOLITAN
NY DECK OVEN STYLE

BREAKFAST - LUNCH - DINNER - GRILL - WOOD FIRE PIZZA - COFFEE - ESPRESSO
BAKERY - WINE - CRAFT BEER - BUTCHER - ARTISAN CHEESE - SPECIALTY FOODS

GRILL

11 TO CLOSE EVERY DAY
DINE IN, TAKE OUT

BURGERS, GROUND IN-HOUSE
HAND-CUT FRIES
CHICKEN TENDERS, cOOKED TO ORDER
GRILLED SEAFOOD
DAILY SPECIALS

HOT & COLD BAR EVERY DAY WITH WEEKDAY SPECIALS

MOUNTAIN FRESH GROCERY
COOKING FOR HIGHLANDS

BREAKFAST

FROM OPENING TO 11AM EVERY DAY
DINE IN, TAKE OUT

CAGE-FREE EGGS
HOME-MADE SAUSAGE
PANCAKE & WAFFLES

OMELETS

DAILY SPECIALS

MONDAY THROUGH SATURDAY 7AM TO 8PM, SUNDAYS 8AM TO 6PM

CORNER OF 5TH & MAIN HIGHLANDS NC - (828)526-2400 - MFGRO.COM
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Love keeps
us going

Pastor Curtis Fussell
First Presbyterian Church

¢’ve had plenty of cold days this winter. Of

N x / course, it should be cold in winter; patticulatly in

Highlands! Still, the experience of cold weather

reminds us what season it is. Maybe this experience of cold

weather is one reason we celebrate the warmth of love in

February. February is known as the “love month” because
of Valentine’s Day.

I don’t think it’s too far-fetched to say it is the warmth
of love that keeps us going. I think it is right to say that it is
love for living, love for ourselves, love for someone in our
lives, love for some desired future, that keeps us from be-
coming frozen and stuck in life. The warmth, power, and
joy of love keeps us going,

I know of course that the word “love” can become all
too trite. We say we love our cars, we love a movie, we love
to cook, we love the beach, we love the mountains. The
word “love” can become an overused word. When that
happens, the word love loses its power to express a deep,
abiding source for living, for being alive.

We can even overuse the words “God loves you,” no-
tably when used in a frivolous manner. Yet, that word of
love is still a good word. It is just the right word when life
feels frozen and stuck. Saying that word can un-thaw even
the hardest, coldest heart.

You see, God loves, and God’s love never fails. T
think we often overlook how enormous that word is. We
set fences around it as though, “Well, only if you deserve
God’s love, or only if you are the right kind of person
to receive God’s love.”” Of course, that kind of fencing
of God’s love only highlights how we do not love as God
loves.

Remember this: though you hear nothing, God is
speaking the word of love to you. Though you see nothing,
God is acting in loving ways to you. Though you fall, God
is there to pick you up, because God loves you.

Yes, “love” is still a good word. I pray you will warm
up to it. Use the word often in the right time and the
right way. Remember above all this good news: “God so
loved...” It is the source of living an abundant life, even on
the coldest of days.

Wednesday Lenten Lunch
& Worship at HUMC

Wednesdays Feb. 14-March 21
Join HUMC for a weekly soup/sandwich lunch and
brief worship message in the Faith and Fellowship Center
— each Wednesday during Lent at noon. Everyone invited.
Donations accepted.

Proverbs 3:5

e P acEs 1o WORSHIP ®

John 3:16

BLUEVALLEY BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Oliver Rice, Pastor (706) 782-3965
Sundays: School:10 a.m.,Worship:| |
Sunday night services every 2nd & 4th Sunday at 7
Wednesdays: Mid-week prayer meeting:7 p.m.
BUCK CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH
828-269-3546 * Rev. Jamie Passmore, Pastor
Sundays: School:10 a.m.;Worship:1 |
CHAPEL OF THE SKY
Sky Valley, GA * 706-746-2999
Sundays: 10 a.m.:Worship
Holy Communion Ist & 3rd Sundays
CHRIST ANGLICAN CHURCH
Rector: Jim Murphy, 252-671-401 |
464 US Hwy 64 east, Cashiers
9:30a Sunday School; 10:30a Worship Service
Mon. 6p Bible Study & Supper at homes
CHRIST CHURCH OF THE VALLEY, CASHIERS
Pastor Brent Metcalf + 743-5470
Sun.10:45am, S.S 9:30am.Wed. 6pm supper and teaching.
Tues. Guys study 8am, Gals |0am.
CLEAR CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Jim Kinard
Sundays: School:10 a.m.;Worship:| la.m.

I'st & 3rd Sunday night Service: 7.p.m.
Wednesdays —Supper at 6 p.m.
COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH
www.cbchighlands.com ¢ 526-4685
3645 Cashiers Rd, Highlands, NC ¢ Sr. Pastor Gary Hewins
Sun.: 9:30am: Sunday School
10:30am: Middle & High School; 10:45am: Child. Program,
10: 45am:Worship Service
Wed.: 5pm Dinner ($7 adult, $2 child), 6pm CBC U.
EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF THE INCARNATION
Rev.WV. Bentley Manning ¢ 526-2968
Sundays: Education and choir rehearsal, 9 am,

Holy Eucharist Rite Il, (sanctuary), 10:30, nursery available
Mondays: Centering Prayer at 3 pm in the library
Thursdays: Holy Eucharist Rite II.

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH HIGHLANDS
828-526-4153 « www.fbchighlands.org
Dr. Mark Ford, Pastor
220 Main Street, Highlands NC 28741
Sun.:Worship 10:45 am; Sun.: Bible Study 9:30 am
Wed.: Men’s Bible Study 8:30 am; Prayer Mtg 6:15 pm; Ch.5p
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Curtis Fussell & Emily Wilmarth, pastors
526-3175 - fpchighlands.org
Sun.:Worship: | | a.m.; School: 9:30
Mondays: 8 a.m.:Men’s Prayer Group & Breakfast
Wednesdays:Choir:6p
GOLDMINE BAPTIST CHURCH
(Off Franklin/Highlands Rd)

Sunday School:10 am,Worship Service:l | am
GRACE COMMUNITY CHURCH OF CASHIERS
Non-Denominational-Contemporary Worship
242 Hwy 107N, 1/4 miles from Crossroads in Cashiers
www.gracecashiers.com ¢ Pastor Steve Doerter: 743-9814
Services: Sundays |0am - Wed. - 7pm; Dinner - Wed. 6pm
HAMBURG BAPTIST CHURCH
Hwy 107N. * Glenville, NC ¢ 743-2729 « Pr. Nathan Johnson
Sunday: School 9:45a,Worship | la & 7p, Bible Study 6p
Wed. Kidsquest 6p.;Worship 7p.
HIGHLANDS ASSEMBLY OF GOD

Randy Reed, Pastor828-421-9172 « 165 S. Sixth Street
Sundays:Worship:| |
HIGHLANDS CENTRAL BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Dan Robinson
670 N. 4th Street (next to the Highlands Civic Center)
Sun.: Morning Worship 10:45 a., Evening Worship, 6:30 p.
Wednesday: Prayer Service, 6:30 p.
HIGHLANDS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Pastor Randy Lucas 526-3376
Sun: School 9:45a.;Worship 9:09,10:50.;Youth 5:30 p.
Wed: Supper: 5:15; youth, & adults activities: 6; Handbell
rehearsal, 6:15; Choir Rehearsal 7. (nursery provided ); 7pm
Intercessory Prayer Ministry
HOLY FAMILY LUTHERAN CHURCH: ELCA
Chaplain Margaret Howell » 2152 Dillard Road * 526-9741
LutheranChurchoftheHolyFamily.yolasite.com
Sun: School and Adult discussion group 9:30 a.m.;
Worship/Communion:10:30
HEALING SERVICE on the 5th Sunday of the month.
MACEDONIA BAPTIST CHURCH
8 miles south of Highlands on N.C.28 S in Satolah
Pastor Zane Talley
Sundays: School: 10 a.m.;Worship:| |, Choir:6 p.m.
Wed: Bible Study and Youth Mtg.:7 p.m.
MOUNTAIN SYNAGOGUE
at St. Cyprian’s Episcopal Church, Franklin « 828-524-9463
MOUNTAIN BIBLE CHURCH
743-2583 » Independent Bible Church
Sun:10:30 a.m. at Big Ridge Baptist Church,

4224 Big Ridge Road (4.5 miles from NC 107)
Weds: Bible Study 6:30 p.m.;Youth Group 6 p.m.
OUR LADY OF THE MOUNTAINS
CATHOLIC CHURCH
Parish office (Father Francis): 526-2418
Mass: Sun: | | a.m.; Sat. at 4p
SCALY MOUNTAIN BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Marty Kilby
Sundays: School —10 a.m.;Worship —I | am. & 7
Wednesdays: Prayer Mtg.:7 p.m.

SCALY MOUNTAIN CHURCH OF GOD
290 Buck Knob Road; Pastor Donald G. Bates ¢ 526-3212
Sun.: School: 10 a.m.;Worship:10:45 a.m.;Worship: 6 p.m.
SHORTOFF BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Rev.Andy Cloer
Sundays: School:10 a.m.;Worship:1 | a.m.
Wednesdays: Prayer & Bible Study:6 p.m.
COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH OF SKY VALLEY
Sky Valley, GA « 706.746.3 144+ 696 Sky Valley Way #447
Pastor Gary Hewins
Worship: Sun. 9 a.m., with Holy Communion the Ist & 3rd Sun.;
Tues: Community Supper 5:30 followed by Bible Study.
THE CHURCH OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD
1448 Highway 107 South, Office: 743-2359 * Rev. Rob Wood
June-Sept: Sunday Services: Rite |, 8a, Rite II, 9:15 & | |a
Nursery available for Rite Il services
Sept 6-Oct 25-Informal Evening Eucharist-5:30 p.m.
Thursday: Noon Healing Service with Eucharist.
UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST FELLOWSHIP
85 Sierra Drive, Franklin * uufranklin.org
Sunday Worship - | | a.m.
WHITESIDE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Rev. Sam Forrester/Cashiers
Sunday School:10 am,Worship Service:I | am




Highlands School Kindergarten
Registration is Tuesday, March 13

On Tuesday, March 13, Kindergarten registration for Highlands School’s 2018-2019 school year
will begin — for parents — at 10am in the school’s media center. Children who reach the age of five on
or before August 31, 2018 are eligible for admission into the Class of 2031.

A Macon County school bus will pick up eligible students from the Gordon Center at the Meth-
odist Church and the Highlands Community Child Developments Center and take them to school to
meet their parents. Children not currently enrolled at either learning facility may meet at the Highlands
Community Child Development Center, located at 89 Church S, to catch the bus. PTO will provide
complimentary lunch for all students and their parents in the school cafeteria. Registration packets can
be picked up at Highlands School or at Highlands Community Child Development Center. Call the
school office at (828) 526-2147 for more information.

... February Sales Bonanza!
2 Days Only

Fn & Sat., R 17 ® 10a-4p

Mountain F|nd|ngs Thrift Shop

Showrooms full of great NEWLY' DONATED items
i~ All items with COLORED tags are 50% off.
BARGAINS GALORE!

(cash or check only)
432 Spruce Street nghrands 526-9929

Walk in

for nan—emiergent, acute care needs.
No appmntment necessary.

¢ MISSION

COMMUNITY PRIMARY CARE
A SERVICE OF HICHLANDS-CASHIERS HOSPITAL

57 White Owl Lan

shiers, NCZETIT
Monday - Friday | & am to & pm
(B2B) T435-24691

209 Hospital Dr 3
Monday - Friday | 7:30 am to 5:30 pm
[B28) 526-4345

ands, HC Z8T741

mission-health.org/primarycare
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MOUNTAIN FRESH GROCERY

WHAT'S NEW?

WEEKDAY GRAB & GO

BREAKFAST AND LUNCH
NO WAIT. NO LINES. MADE FRESH EVERY MONDAY
THROUGH FRIDAY
GRAB & GO EARLY RISER BREAKFAST 7 TO 9AM
FEATURING. ..
BACON, EGG AND CHEESE CROISSANTS W/A CUP OF
COFFEE 3.99
BACON, EGG AND CHEESE BISCUITS W/A CUP OF
COFFEE 3.99
CHICKEN TENDERS BISCUIT W/A CUP OF COFFEE 3.99

EGG & CHORIZO BREAKFAST WRAP W/A CUP OF COFFEE
3.99

HASH BROWNS a8¢
FRESH CUT FRUIT SALADS 2.50

GRAR & GO LUNCH 11AM TO 2PM
ALL SANDWICHES AND GRILL ITEMS
COME WITH A BOTTLED WATER
CHICKEN TENDERS SANDWICH ON A HOMEMADE BUN 5.99
ALL BEEF HOT DOG 2.99
FRESH GROUND CHEESEBURGER ON A HOMEMADE BUN 5.899
MADE IN HOUSE BEBG SANDWICH ON A HOMEMADE BUN 5.99

DELI SANDWICHES 4.9 | POTATOTOTS 1.99
PLUS FRESHSALADS & FRESH CUT FRUIT

LUNCH DELIVERY FOR BUSINESSES!
ENJOY YOUR FULL LUNCH BREAK AND LET US
BRING LUNCH TO YOU.

INDIVIDUAL LUNCHES AND CORPORATE CATERING PLATTERS
FULL GRILL MENU: BURGERS, GRILLED CHICKEN,
CHICKEN TENDERS, DAILY SPECIALS...

FULL DELI MENL: SANDWICHES, PANINI, SOUPS AND
SALADS

PIEZA: DECK OVEN PIZZAS, NEAPOLITAN PIZZIAS, PASTA
AND STROMBOLI AHND S5UBS

PLATTERS: CHICKEN TEMDERS, SANDWICH TRAYS,
FRUIT, CHEESE PLATTERS...

AVAILABLE IN THE HIGHLANDS BUSIHESS DISTRICT AND
SURROUNDING AREA. MONDAY THROUGH FRIDAY T1AM
TO 2PM. CALL US AT B28-526-2400. TAKING ORDERS
STARTING AT 10AM. DETAILS AT MFGRO.COM

COOKING FOR H
MON-5AT OPEM AT 7AM A

CORMER OF FIFTH & MAIN, HIGH LANDS MC » &2 8.528.2400 *
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Viva Wellness

Stimulating Natural Healing
Live Pain Free with

Healthy CBD¥Hemp Oil

Call 828-526-1566 for details
Dr. Kit Barker, PhD, Cellular Biology

5 Cottage Row * US 64 east |

Larry Houston
Rock Work

Walls e Fireplaces e Patios e Piers

All Rock Work e Stucco
(828) 526-4138 or (828) 200-3551

MORALES
PAINTING

RICARDO MORALES

MORALESPAINTINGSERVICES@GMAIL.COM

706.982.9768
828-226.5347

INTERIOR/EXTERIOR PAINTING « LAWN MAINTENANCE
HOUSE MAINTENANCE * QUALITY WORK
FULLY INSURED

American
Upholstery

WE HAVE MOVED TO

105 Ashley Drive « Walhalla, SC 29691
(Same Owners: Morris & Rachel Bible)

Same Phone Numbers:
(864) 638-9661 cell: (864) 710-9106

* Residential or

Loma Linda
e o0

‘% Farm & | f‘ -

Dog Boarding * Day Care
Pastoral Park

in Home and Leash Free

Lodging in the lap of luxury T

(828) 421-7922
Highlands Nc
lomalindafarm@gmail.com '1'.

www.lomalindafarm.com NC L.cense #|o97a

Allan Dearth & Sons

Generator
Sales & Service, Inc.

828-526-9325
Cell: 828-200-1139

email: allandearth@msn.com

5 new log cabins
nestled in the

¢ base of Whiteside
Mountain.

800-805-3558 « 828-526-2222

CHESTNUT T@Rﬁhﬁﬁ
o

Storage Units Available

Secure 24 Hour Access
Easy In - Easy Out
Great Rates - Great Terms
Call today to find out why we’re
“Highland’s Premier Facility”

828-482-1045

Look for our sign!

10890 Buck Creek Rd. - 1/2 mile off Cashiers Rd near the hospital

Commercial
* Over 40 Years
Experience
* Fast and Dependable
* FREE Estimates
* FREE Pick-up and
Delivery
Sample Books Available
e Grading
* Excavating
* Driveways
* Build sites
e Hauling

e Septic Systems

Edwin Wilson
Cell (828) 421-3643
Officelfax (828) 526-4758
wilsongrading@yahoo.com

\ Whites de Cove |K
Cottages _N

d ’.-"'LIN'I'IN G& RF-Z.EI.(][]IEI.IH_

o Interior and Exterior Painting
o Pressure Washing
» House Maintenance
e Drywall Repair
« Deck Repair

Quality Work e Fully Insured

Lupe Gonzales
avpintura@gmail.com

CONTRACTING

éI(EV INPICKELT

828.342.3500

info@kevinpickettcontracting.com
PO.BOX 434 Highlands, NC 28741
* PROPERTY MANAGEMENT

REMODELING = RENOVATIONS

828-332-1539 or 678-873-2927

Rovert965@gmail.com
828-575-8512

References available



Mendoza
Tree Expert

Quality Tree Care and Removal
Over 14 years experience

Juventino Mendoza
828-200-9217
Fully Insured * References Available

www.mendozatreeexpert.com
mendozatreeexpert@gmail.com

Highlands Automotive

Service NC

& \ Inspection

Station

Repair

828-787-2360 £

2851 Cashiers Road * highlandsautomotive.com

Frady’s Moving

Your Professional Moving Service
License #9743 and Insured
Residential and Commercial Moving
www.FradysMovingInc.com
864-638-2751
Toll-free 877-638-2751

SO

High[ands Vacation
Rentals

& Buyers Agency

Call Us for Your Vacation Rental
&
Property Management Needs

David and Lori Bee, Brokers/Owners
177 Main Street
Wright Square
Highlands, NC 28741
828-526-9999
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PolLice & FIRE REPORTS -

The Highlands Police log entries from Feb. 2. Only
the names of persons arrested, issued a Class-3 misde-
meanor or public officials have been used.

Feb.2

* At 9 am,, officers received a report of a shoplifting incident
at the Farmers Market when someone tried to leave with without
paying for an energy drink.

Feb. 4

* At 8:15 a.m,, officers responded to a two-vehicle accident
on US 64 west.

* At 10:05 a.m,, officers responded to a one-vehicle accident
on Little Bearpen Road.

..AIRBNB continued from page 1

monthly basis.

By law, the chambers can only spend the money on
tourist related advertising and activities.

Airbnb says it collects and remits hotel, occupancy and
tourist taxes on behalf of its hosts and guests in more than
360 jurisdictions and communities globally. Since its first
agreements were enacted in 2014, Airbnb has remitted over
$510 million in tax revenue around the world.

VRBO (Vacation Rentals by Owner) claim they, too,
levy and turn in the required room tax money to each entity
but said those figures are only available through an audit.

Airbnb recently released details on the tax revenue col-
lected and remitted to the government of North Carolina
on behalf of its host community.

During 2017, the state gained $14.5 million in tax rev-
enue from Airbnb -- an increase of 88 percent from 2016.

To date — that is, since the home sharing platform be-
gan collecting and remitting taxes on behalf of its North
Carolina host and guest community in August 2015 — Airb-
nb has remitted $24.4 million in tax revenue to the state of
North Carolina.

“Home sharing through Airbnb continues to be a
unique and flexible way for North Carolina families to make
more money, pay their bills, and support their communities,”
said Will Burns, Public Policy Director for Airbnb in North
Carolina. “We look forward to 2018 being another success-
ful year of giving residents in all corners of the state an eco-
nomic boost, travelers more affordable accommodations,
and neighborhood businesses more foot traffic.”

Airbnb stays in North Carolina during 2017 revealed:

* A total of 778,000 Airbnb guest arrivals occurred
across the state.

* Approximately 11,400 North Carolina families hosted
at least one Airbnb guest.

* The typical host shared their home 47 nights and
earned $6,800 in additional income.

MAKING
TECHNOLOGY
WORK WHEN
YOU CAN'T.

828. 482. 9543

dan@mainstreet.tech

MAIN STREET

TECHNOLOGIES

* At 451 p.m,, officers responded to a two-vehicle accident
on Big Bearpen Road.

Feb.5

* At 3:04 p.m,, officers were called about violation of a city
ordinance on Picklesimer Road.

The Highlands Fire & Rescue Dept. log from Feb. 8.

Feb.8

* At noon the dept. responded to a fire alarm at a residence
on Lower Brushy Face.

*The dept. responded to a fire alarm at a residence on Cobb
Road.

* Sixty-three percent of Airbnb hosts in North Caro-
lina are women.

Almost every Real Estate company in Highlands and
Cashiers has a Vacation Rental component and Highlands
Mayor Pat Taylor says he’s been approached about the blos-
soming industy.

In his January 18th Mayor on Duty column, Mayor Pat
Taylor discussed the Airbnb market in Highlands — basically
considering local regulation of the industry, whether occu-
pancy tax is being collected properly, and what is the impact
on the local housing market

He said some believe Airbnb has hurt Highlands’ nar-
row affordable housing market because instead of leasing
an accommodation for $1,500/month to local working peo-
ple, short-term renting through Airbnb nets double what
renting the long-term would be.

But then some Realtors see Airbnb as positive for
Highlands because Airbnb units have to be maintained at a
very high level, since customers can write critical reviews on
the Internet that will hurt the owners’ bottom line.

Mayor Taylor said Bed and Breakfast proprietors wot-
ry about equity when it comes to tax collections, fire and
health codes saying that Bed and Breakfasts have to pass
food health inspections just like hotels that serve food.

Of course, as a rule, Airbnb’s don’t serve food, though
a kitchen or kitchenette area are usually available for renters
to use at their discretion.

Jeannie Chambers of Chambers Realty & Vacation
Rentals says Airbnb is the new kid on the block.

“Although the American part of the company has been
around since 2008, Airbnb is just now really starting to sink
in to all the small communities in Ametrica, and some com-
munities are trying to keep them at bay,’she said.

So what’s the difference between Airbnb or VRBO
listing your property as a vacation rental as opposed to a
licensed Realtor and/ot propetty manager?

“The main difference is the attention your property has
when its not rented,” said Chambers. “Who will collect the
money? Who will clean it when the renter has vacated. Who
checks for damages? Who will let the pest control, cleaners,
plumbers, HVAC, carpet cleaners, in the property? Who ar-
ranges for landscaping, and checks after local storms to be
sure of no damage?”

When renting your property through Airbnb and
VRBO those tasks fall to the property owner.

In the end Mayor Taylor said Airbnb falls under short-
term vacation rentals which the community has done for
years with area Realtors as the portal and he’s not sure what
the town’s role would be concerning regulation.

— Kim Lewicki
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HELP WANTED

DOYOU LIKETO CLEAN & OR-
GANIZE? — Private club seeking a few ener-
getic individuals with a happy state of mine to

join our staff in the housekeeping department.

Early hours, competitive pay and benefits,one
daily meal provided, uniforms provided. If you
are interested, please send a Itter to HCC.PO
Box 220, Highlands, NC 28741 (3/1)
INTERVIEWING FOR FULL-TIME
YEAR AROUND SECURITY POSI-

TION for a private community in Highlands.

Shiftis 3 pm to | | pm M-FE Full benefits. Call
828-526-4161 or 706-982-5526. (st. 2/1)
AT DUTCHMANS: Full-Time Sales

Associate (year-round). REQUIREMENTS:

Retail experience a must, need to be able to
work weekends and holidays, ability to work
in a fast-paced sales-based environment, may
include long periods of time standing, positive
and friendly attitude, computer skills, interest
in interior design. PREFERRED: 2+ years retail

or customer service experience, POS experi-
ence. (st. 2/1)

NOW HIRING SECURITY OFFI-
CERS - In the Franklin, Highlands & Cashiers
area.*Clean background. Clean driving record.*
Must be 21 years of age. Please apply at: NC
Works 23 Macon Ave, Franklin , NC 828-369-
9534 or call 864-888-05 |8 for more info.(2/15)

OPERATIONS & ADMINISTRA-
TIVE MANAGER. White Oak Realty Group
is growing and looking for a customer-first,
task-driven, technology savvy person; with a
“get it done attitude”, highly organized, who has
creative skills in marketing & graphic design,and
is looking to grow their career! The position is
flex-time, partly full time, or fully part time...
we will work that out with a qualified and com-
mitted candidate. The Real Estate business is
multi-faceted and we typically wear many hats.
You'll serve alongside our team of Brokers as we
service our Clients with excellence. Along the
way you will learn new things. In fact, if you've

* CLASSIFIEDS ®

Larry Rogers

Backhoe ¢ Utilities
(828) 526-2874

Construction Company, Inc.
Excavating * Grading * Trucking Trackhoe

KaveNeUREXEJAY !
Dt Crawil @pau?

the most destructive.

Protect your home from:
e Mold

e Bugs

e Structural Damage

e Smells & Odors

There are three things that destroy materials in general and wood in
particular: water, heat and ultra violet radiation. Of those, water is by far

e Loss of Storage Space
e Radon Gas
e Rising Energy Costs

12717 Space’

created from rising heat.

The earth in your dirt crawl space is the major source
of moisture in your home! This moisture is carried
up into your house from the natural upward air flow T

Call for a FREE Estimate on the Dry Crawl Spaces
Crawl Space Encapsulation System.

DryCrawlSpaces.com e 828-743-0900

*’-'klr Flow :-:_ Alp Flow
o
T S s

thought about embarking upon a Real Estate
career and practicing Brokerage, this position
is a great way to find out if it’s right for you
before investing the time & money it takes to
become licensed. Genuine, Honest, Personal-
ity Plus, Servant Spirit, Problem Solver, Good
Listener, Fun, High Integrity, Hard Working. If
these attributes describe you then drop us
your credentials, resume, and cover letter to
Pat@WhiteOakRG.com We promise to call
you back and we thank you in advance for
your interest.

CYPRUS INTERNATIONAL CUI-
SINE. HiringAll Positions. Please Contact Dan
At Cyprus332@gmail.com. Or Visit Us At 332
Main St. Highland NC (st. I/11)

MOUNTAIN FRESH GROCERY
has full and part-time positions available. Com-
petitive wages in all positions. Please come in
person to 521 east Main Street in Highlands to
apply or call 828-526-2400.

* Food Server, Cashier and Barista (in-
cludes tips)

* Dishwasher

* Positions in the ice cream dept.

* Pizza

* Experienced Breakfast Cook

ITEMS FOR SALE

SEASONED FIREWOOD FOR
SALE. CALL 828-369-7754. (st.2/1)

FIREWOOD FOR SALE. Seasoned
hardwood.Call Matt at 828-482-2214. Please
leave message. (st. 10/5)

SERVICES

MURPHY’S PAINTING CO.Interior
& Exterior Painting, Sheetrock Repair; Wallpa-
per Removal, Log Homes, Decks. Insured. Free
Estimates. 828-524-1391 or 828-332-0525.
(3/1)

HEALTHY COOKING CLASSES
INYOUR HOME. Learn simple techniques
& recipes to make fresh foods taste delicious,as
you save money and improve your health! Call
Medea Galligan,MS Nutrition,Health Coach at
828-989-9144 and leave your name & number
to schedule your class.

VINSON: scanning photos, slides & negatives
to CD or DVD for easier viewing.Video trans-
fer to DVD. Everything done in house. Leave
message at 828-526-5208. (st. 8/24)

HIGHLANDS-CASHIERS HANDI-
MAN - Can fix anything inside or out. Car-
pentry, painting, pressure washing, lawn care,
hauling. Free Estimates. References. Call Tony.
828-200-5770 or 828-482-0159. (4/5)

MOLD AND MUSTY SMELL IN
YOUR HOME? Call for free inspection.
828-743-0900.

REAL ESTATE/BIZ FOR SALE

1 BEDWITH BONUS ROOM FOR
RENT OR SALE.Rocky Knob gated commu-
nity. $800/mth or $180,000. Call 828-484-9290
or 828-333-2457. (st. 11/9)

Power underground, borders National forest,
190 degree view. |0 min to Main Street. 3 sep-

tic fields, | well 7 g p.m. 2 house foundations
established and approved by county inspectors.
2Bed/2Bath Clayton home livable while build-
ing. Spring rights and more land available. For
beautiful sunsets contact gracefamilia@yahoo.
com. (st. 9/21)

1.21 ACRES FOR SALE BY OWN-
ER - OTTO, NC - $28,000. Lot 12 Qualil
Haven Road. Otto, NC. Price not firm...open
for negotiation. Please email if interested to
ddmarsh | 5@aol.com or call/text to 239-
980-0531.1f no answer please leave a message.
(st.7120)

RENTALS

VACATION RENTAL: In-town
Highlands 3bd/3ba, walk-to-town condo.
Book now! Available fall 2017 & 2018. $2500
week includes housekeeping. https://www.
vrbo.com/4473684ha more info at Chambers
Agency 828-526-3717.

TWO BED/1.5 BA. cIose to town off
NC 106.Long-Term Rental. $1,200/month. Call
Barbara at 828-526-5839. (st. 1/25)

TWO SMALL OFFICE SPACES
near town, or combine for 800 square feet.
828-526-5558. (st. I/11)

2 BED PLUS OFFICE, 2 bath. Next
to hospital. Year-round. $1100/mth includes
utilities. Call 828-200- 1064 (or leave message).
(st. 1/11)

WANTED

LONG TERM RENTAL, CLOSE
TO TOWN. Native Highlander. Very hon-
est and dependable couple. No pets. Open
to all options. Please call or text Sandra @
828-482-2261 (or leave a message). (st. 2/8)

LOST DOG Izzie is a brown and
white Cavalier King Charles Spaniel, 8 years
old, about 22 Ibs, missing since Jan 30 and
last seen near Cullasaja Exxon on Highlands
Road. She is slender in build, wearing an or-
ange collar, timid and hesitant to approach
people, thought to be traveling near roads,
as oppossed to through woods. Please watch
for her and look in sheltered areas around
your home and nearby unoccupied homes.
Call 828-318-2873 with any info or sightings.



SILVER EAGLEfC"

Native American Jewelry
Crystal & Gem Gallery

L — -

Country Club Properties
“Your local hometown
Real Estate professionals.”
3 Offices 828-526-2520
www.CCPHighlandsNC.com

- b -‘f"ﬁl
349 Main Street, Highlands, NC
828.526.5190 silvereaglegallery.com

N

Main S

istro
828-526-2590 « mainstreet-inn.com

cell: (678)

Highlands
S_pt]_lcby"s

IMAL REALTY

Suzanne McDavid
Broker

“Highlands is calling
and I must go.”
. U_-.,__'i-,‘.'l]"}F._F-E K .—"‘I'-.!' :'h'r'

&3

& Vacation Hentals

e IR

401 N 5th St., Highlands

828-526-3717

www.highlandsiscalling.com

Joe Deckman, Broker
347.749.6468 + deckman43@gmail.com

Kay Deckman, Broker
917.363.5700. « kaydeckman@yahoo.com

Highlands | Sotheby’s

INTERMATIONAL REALTY

114 N. 4th St., Highlands

Reebes

Hardware

LANDMAR

REAL ESTATE SALES & VACATION RENTALS

BRIAN RENFRO
828-226-0118

brianrenfro@gmail.com
www.brianrenfro.com

K

Sogr—
e UG g
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Highlands | Sotheby’s

114 N. 4th Street * Highlands, NC

Artfully uniting extraordinary properties

with extraordinary lives.”

V4] office: 828.526.8300 * cell: 828.337.0706
Sheryl Wilson sheryl.wilson@sothebysrealty.com ¢ highlandssir.com

®

BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY

HomeServices

LUXURY
COLLECTION

A

Mitzi Rauers
Broker / Luxury Collection Specialist
828.526.1717 (O) » 404.218.9123 (C)
mitzi@bhhsmmr.com

@ Pam Nellis
BROKER
828-787-1895
pamela.nellis@yahoo.com

REAL ESTATE SALES & VACATION RENTALS
Avocufan ey
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BERKSHIRE
HATHAWAY
HomeServices
Meadows Mountain
Realty

|

-

AnNDREA GABBARD
828.200.6742

ANDREAGABBARD
@cmaiL.coM

BROKER
&
Luxury
COLLECTION
SPECIALIST

ProupLy REPRESENTING THE
TOP 7% ¢
WORLDWIDE

AGENTS

www.LandmarkRG.com | 828-526-4663 | 225 Main St.




BROKERS:

Christy Harris

404-229-8737

Julie Osborn

828-200-6 165 #
Sherman Pope

828-342-4277 REALTY GROUP

Cy Timmons

828-200-9762 Not the Biggest ...

Steve Sheppard

Just the Best!

404-219-1349 www.patallenrealtygroup.com

Sheila Welch

828-342-0695
Pat Allen
F Broker-in-charge

A Top Producer for 13 Years

Cell: 828-200-9179
pat@patallenrealtygroup.com
Office: 828-526-8784
295 Dillard Road
Highlands, NC 28741 e

DAVID

BOCK

BUILDERS

www.BockBuilders.com 828-526-2240

-

Highlands
Sotheby’s

INTERMATIONAL REALTY

www.highlandssir.com

Jody Lovell » 828-526-4104

#1 Broker
Highlands/Cashiers
2001-2017 per @
Highlands-Cashiers MLS

WHITE GAK

REALTY GROUP

125 South 4th Street, Highlands ¢ (828) 526-8118 » www.WhiteOakRG.com
Invest In An Extmordmary Expemence

Pat Gleeson, Owner, BIC Bee Gleeso-n, Broker Associate
828-782-0472 404-307-1415

Susie deVille, Broker Associate
828-371-2079

FEATURED BROKER d RS o
Wanda Klodosky 4

BROKER-IN-CHARGE
828-526-9520
Wanda@LandmarkRG.com

LANDMARK

C TION RENTALS

www.LandmarkR(:.cum | 828-526-4663 | 115 Main St.

O roletts

Join us for our 34th year!
1 Opening for Dinner from 5 p.m.
late March, early April

Please call for reservations.
526-4906

l".
5 | ©
.

Open Year-Round « Closed Wed. & Sun. nite
343-D Main Street. « 526-4035

Lunch daily
11la-4p
Dinner at
5:30p
Mon., Tues,
Thurs., Fri.,
Sat.

www.wildthymegourmet.com

@..on the Verandah

Restaurant
on Lake Sequoyah
828-526-2338

Reopening

Feb. 14-17
and Fri. & Sat.
thereafter

www.ontheverandah.com

MCULLEY’S
' | CASHMERE
Scotland’s Best Knitwear

Open 7 days a week

526-4407
“Top of the Hill”
242S.4th St. ©




