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SYLVA, NC – Harris Regional 
Hospital rang in 2018 with the 
year’s first bundle of  joy. Weighing 
6 pounds and 10 ounces and mea-
suring 19 inches, Adeline was born 
to Kimberly and Robert Reed of  
Highlands, Monday, Jan. 1, at 10:20 
a.m.

“This is definitely an exciting 
way for our family to ring in the 
New Year” said Kimberly “The 
physicians and especially the 
nurses at Harris took such great 
care of  us and we are so grate-
ful to them for making us feel so 

Dad Robert, baby Adeline and Mom Kimberly Reed.

Harris Regional’s first 
baby of 2018 is Highlander

For two months, hospitals 
within the Mission Health Systems 
conglomerate, including High-
lands-Cashiers Hospital and Angel 
Medical Center in Franklin, were 
out-of-network for people with 
Blue Cross Blue Shield North Car-
olina (BCBSNC). But finally the 
two entities reached an agreement.

On December 5, both Mis-
sion Health Systems and BCBSNC 
issued identical statements and 
little else, announcing negotiations 

Mission 
Health and 
BCBCNC 

are ‘in net-
work’ again

Single-digit weather, two inches of snow and icy roads heralded in the 
New Year. Waterfalls froze as they fell and ice lined rivers and creeks 
rushed down the mountain but with Harris Lake frozen all was not lost. 
The weather began to warm Monday, Jan. 8 feeling almost spring-like in 
comparison.

Making the best of frigid weather

Photo by Jim Lewicki

– 2017 Year in Review –
From the total solar eclipse, to 

storms Irma and Benji, to the BCB-
SNC/Mission debacle, to healthy 
real estate sales and sales and room 
tax revenue, to winning teams and its 
winning school, 2017 has been a year 
to remember in Highlands.

January
• Town ordered to pay John 

Shearl $35,000 to settle zoning dis-
pute.

• Gov. Roy Cooper tells Feds 
NC will seek to expand Medicaid 
“Why should North Carolinians pay 
for Medicaid expansion in states like 
New Jersey, Ohio and Indiana when 

we don’t even expand it to our own 
people?” he asks.

• Jason Tardo was named Fire-
man of  the year at annual award cel-
ebration.

• Highlands PD Master Officer 
Lt. Ronnie Castle retires after 30 years 
on the job in the county and in High-
lands.

February
• Macon County meth dealer, 

Brodie Hamilton, 31, of  Franklin sen-
tenced to 70+ years in prison. 

• Highlands School honors grad-
uate Cali Smolarsky in her fight against 
breast cancer.

• Firefighters save historic Wolf  
Ridge, the historic Ravenel home on 
Satulah Mountain.

• WNC delegates support Trump 
but not without question.

• Opioid abuse is called “ram-
pant” in Macon County.

• Highlands School writers, 
Mattson Gates, Abby Olvera, Grace 
Crowe and John Brooks are Young 
Author winners.

March
• Tourism is said to drive coun-

ty’s and town’s economy.
• Rep. Meadows Freedom Cau-
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Highlands Mayor
Patrick Taylor

Looking back at 2017 and on to 2018 ... goals and more discussed

The start of  a new year is 
time to look forward and 
to reflect. In the next cou-

ple of  articles I will be doing just 
that.

I want to begin with my list 
of  small items that town repre-
sentatives and staff  may address 
this year. These items are not 
“budget busters’” and can be 
achieved with modest costs and 
staff  engagement.

First on the list is a small 
makeover of  the Highlands Conference 
Center interior. Simply put, it is time for 
new flooring, fresh paint and an AV up-
grade. The floor consists of  carpet and 
parquet. I recall seeing the parquet floor-
ing at my initial visit almost 20 years ago. 
We have a numerous Conference Center 
events where food is served. The staff  has 
identified several new composite flooring 
systems that facilitate easy maintenance in 
food service areas. I anticipate a new floor 
being installed sometime this year. 

Technology changes fast and the AV 
system at the Conference Center hasn’t 
been upgraded for a while. An upgrade is 
now due.

Before the December Town Light-

ing in the park, town crews made 
some improvements to the light-
ing system. I anticipate another 
round of  lighting enhancements 
for night events. Nothing major, 
but there are still some dark spots 
that could be problematic with 
large gatherings.

I am excited about the mini 
recycling station that will be in 
place at the Highlands Recreation 
Center sometime at the beginning 
of  the year. A recycling trailer will 

allow folks to recycle glass, metal, plastic 
and paper. A cardboard recycling station 
will be there and maybe even a household 
garbage bin. This project will be a partner-
ship with the county. Again, the costs are 
not massive, but coordination with town 
and county staff  will be a key ingredient for 
success.

Speaking of  make overs, it will be time 
to makeover and upgrade the town website. 
I am particularly excited about the webcam 
system that will be linked to the website 
providing panoramic views of  Main Street 
and Whiteside Mountain.

Last year the town did a small public/
private cooperative project with OEI that 
resulted in a 1% increase in downtown area 
parking. As the addition to 201 Main was 
nearing completion our representatives 
talked with OEI about improving parking 
on Oak Street near their new addition. They 
were scheduled to repave the street where a 
utility access had been cut. Town crews re-
moved the old rough asphalt next to Oak 
Street Greenway entrance that had been 

used by work trucks for overnight parking. 
A dirt and gravel base was put down by our 
street crews. While replacing the street, the 
private contractor for OEI also paved and 
striped the 11 new public parking spaces. 
The town used a small amount of  materi-
als on hand and did the day or so of  grad-
ing. Since OEI was already employing the 
paving contractor, their additional cost for 
paving the parking spaces was also low.

These little, low cost projects add up 

to making our town a better place to live.

Commerce, Healthcare, 
Education, Government 

and Service Agencies
A mayor’s duties can be interpreted 

in very narrow or broad terms. The nar-
row, which I tend to embrace, is toward 
specific and defined duties as Highlands’ 

Saturday 1/13 Sunday 1/14 Friday 1/12 
Daytime Overnight Daytime Overnight Daytime Overnight 

� � tl[L� � 
�� � 

Tempe) 57 F 25 F 35 F 16 F 30 F 13 F 

Rea1Feel90 52 F 42 F 34 F 18 F 32 F 14 F 
WindsO 6g9 6g9 6 g 10 5g7 5g7 4g7 

24% 20% 0% 0% 0% 0% T-Storms 0 
Rainfall 0 0.47 0.1 0 0 0 0 

Snowfall 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
For Real-time Weather and the Extended Forecast, go to • www.highlandsinfo.com and click on Weather
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•See OBITUARIES page 5

Complete Home Furnishings

503885

White Glove Delivery Throughout The Southeast & Beyond

2089 DILLARD ROAD, HIGHLANDS
(2 miles from Main Street)

828-526-5577
www.summerhousehighlands.com

MONDAY – SATURDAY
9 AM – 5 PM

PATIO & PORCH
Special Discounts for Spring Orders!

BED & BATH SHOP
MATTRESS SHOWROOM

•obituaries•

Ed Thomas Talley 90, of  
Highlands passed away Tuesday, 
January 2, 2018 at the Fidelia 
Eckerd Living Center. He was 
a native and lifelong resident of  
Highlands and a member and 
former deacon of  the Shortoff  
Baptist Church.

Ed had been employed by 
Highlands Cleaners and Laun-
dry, and worked in construc-
tion the later years of  his career. 
His life was devoted to his wife, children, 
grand and great-grandchildren and his 
church.

He was the oldest son of  Jabe and 
Mattie Henry Talley of  Highlands. He was 
preceded in death by his wife Bernice Tal-
ley, his parents, brother, Fred Talley, Sr. 
and sister Myrtle Owens. He is survived 
by brother, Leon Talley, sisters Grace 
Lankford and Jessie Talley, daughter Be-
linda (Bruce) Lindsay of  Fletcher, Tommy 
(Beckie) of  Lula, GA, Kenny (Lisa) Talley 
of  Highlands. Granddaughters, Kim Sut-

tles, Kathy Mlay, Juliette Talley, 
Grandsons Ben Talley and Scott 
Lindsay, greatgrandchildren 
Zane and Zeke Suttles, Rowena 
Lindsay and special grandchil-
dren Timmy and Cassie Mc-
Dowell.

The funeral services was 
January 6, 2018 at the Shortoff  
Baptist Church with the Rev. 
Andy Cloer officiating. Inter-
ment was at the Miller Cemetery 

in Highlands. Pallbearers were P. J. View, 
Chris Talley, Brian Talley, Russell Lang-
ford, Keith Langford, Buddy Talley and 
Timothy McDowell.

In lieu of  flowers the family requests 
that contributions be made to the Bright-
Focus Foundation, Inc. or the Shortoff  
Baptist Church Building Fund, P. O. Box 
1217, Highlands, NC 28741.

Online condolences are available 
at bryantgrantfuneralhome.com. Bry-
ant-Grant Funeral Home and Crematory 
served the Talley family.

Ed Thomas Talley

Doris Elizabeth Gibson 
Webb, 87, of  Highlands, NC 
passed away Tuesday, January 2, 
2018 at Fidelia Eckerd Living 
Center. She was born in Macon 
County to the late Elbert and Ef-
fie Henry Gibson. She was mar-
ried to Richard Webb who pre-
ceded her in death in 2002.

Mrs. Webb had worked for 
Highlands Cashiers Hospital. 
She was a member of  Highlands 
First Assembly of  God and she was a lov-
ing mother, grandmother, great-grand-
mother and great-great-grandmother.

Survivors include her daughter, 
June Henry of  Highlands; sons, Fred-
die Webb of  Highlands, Randy Webb 
of  Hollywood, MD and Johnny Webb 
of  Franklin; a sister, Marjorie Webb of  

Highlands; 27 grandchildren; 
36 great-grandchildren and two 
great-great-grandchildren.

In addition to her parents 
and husband she was preceded 
in death by three sons, William 
Webb, David Webb and James 
Webb; a sister, Myrtle McCall 
and a brother, James Edward 
Gibson.

A funeral service was held 
Friday, January 5, 2018 at High-

lands First Assembly of  God Church with 
Rev. Randy Reed officiating. Burial was in 
Horse Cove Cemetery. Grandsons served 
as pallbearers. 

Online condolences are available 
at bryantgrantfuneralhome.com. Bry-
ant-Grant Funeral Home and Crematory 
served the Webb family.

Doris Elizabeth Gibson Webb

John Brownlow “JB” Keener, age 92, 
died peacefully at home on Wednesday, De-
cember 27, 2017. He was born on Febru-
ary 27, 1925 at Eastlaport, Jackson County, 
NC. His father, John Richmond Keener, 
his mother, Bertha Smith Keener, his sister, 
Della Keener McCall and his brother, Ar-
nold R. Keener, and many other relatives 
precede him in death.

He is survived by his wife of  70 years, 
Ruby Estell Webb Keener. They just cel-
ebrated their anniversary on December 

24, 2017. He leaves behind seven children; 
Weldon Keener, Gail (Willard) Garland, 
Janice (Ronald) Demore, Ervin (Debbie) 
Keener, Joan (Milton) Estes, Hilda (Randy) 
Brown and Bruce (Tina) Keener. He was a 
wonderful grandfather to 13 grandchildren, 
16 great-grandchildren and two great-great 
grandchildren.

He was a Baptist by faith, joining Gold-
mine Baptist Church on October 15, 1939. 
He was ordained as a Deacon on November 

John Brownlow “JB” Keener
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• Highlands Area Dining •

Open Year Round • 7 days

Asia House
Japanese • Asian• Thai • Hibachi Cuisine

Serving Lunch and Dinner Year-Round.
Gourmet Foods, Full Service Bar
Town Square at 343-D Main St. • Highlands

828-526-4035

Serving Lunch 
Mon-Sun • 11a to 4p

Closed Wednesdays

Mon. thru Thurs., 11a to 10p
Fri., & Sat., 11a to 11 p

Sun., noon to 10p
828-787-1680 or 828-787-1900

We Cater!
151 Helen’s Barn Avenue

Brunch: 7 days a week: 10a to 3p
Dinner: 7 days a week: 5-10p

For reservations call: 526-4429
Main Street • Highlands

Cyprus  
International Cuisine

Sports Page 
Sandwich Shoppe

Monday:Saturday
Breakfast: 7:30:10:30am 

Lunch: Until 2:30pm

Now Serving Breakfast & 
Lunch All Year Long!

Full cooked-to-order breakfast &
Daily Lunch Specials.

314 main Street, Highlands • (828) 526-3555

• Dining •

Homemade in House
Open Everyday

11a.m until
423 N. 4th Street • 828-526-5188

SUPERETTE
Your one-stop shop for: steaks, burgers, 
hotdogs, thaw and heat dinners, sides, 

lunches, pies and more.  
All your tailgating and holiday needs.

RHODES

Making your entertaining and  
holidays easier!

828-526-2762 
493 Dillard Road • Highlands

Coffee • Espresso Drinks
Smoothies • Hot Soup
Paninis • Baked Goods

On Main Street • Highlands
7 days a week • 7a to 6p • 526-0020

Open 
Year-Round

Serving Dinner 
from 5:30p 

Mon., Tues., Thurs., Fri., & Sat.
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• Dining •

Serving Signature Sandwiches and  
Custom Craft Ice Cream

Located on the corner of 4th & Main

828-526-9632

Sun – Thurs • 11 – 5
Fri – Sat • 11 – 6:30
Closed Wednesday

SUPERETTE
Breakfast & Lunch
Tuesday-Saturday

7:30a to 3p
Sunday • 9a to 2p

Daily Fresh Selection of Pastries & Baked Goods
137 Main Street • Wright Square • 828-487-4633

828-526-2762 
493 Dillard Road • Highlands

Sunset Dinner Special 
5pm-7pm

3 courses $30 
Free appetizer w/purchase of 2 Sunset Dinners 

*Tax and gratuity not included • dine-in only 

Open Tuesday-Saturday 4p-close 
Chef Nicolo Dangelo

Call for reservations and dinner to go 

64 Highlands Plaza • 828-526-5002
www.4118kitchen-bar.com

4W4�1) Sl�IIS 
Lady Bird 

Saoirse Ronan, Laurie Metcalf, Tracy Letts 

Fri 1/12 - Tues 1/16 
at2,5, &Spm 

*No 8pm show on Sun 1/14

Dramatic Comedy
Rated R 94 min. 
Tickets are $10 

For more information or 
to purchase tickets 

see our website 
HighlandsPlayhouse.ORG 

362 Oak Street 
828.526.2695 ���� 

COMINCi SOON 

Mr • fhCYCETU 
•ALA'1 6EA�1E FHDST�•N 

Highlands' 
Playhouse 

The Post 1/19 - 1/23 
Part of our Annual Award Series 

Jan. - Mar. 2018 

4, 1956, served faithfully for 
61 years, and fulfilled many 
positions in the church.

He raised his family by 
working in logging, textiles, 
and carpentry trade through-
out his life. He enjoyed fish-
ing, hunting, walking in the 
woods, farming, and study-
ing the Word of  God. 

Funeral Service were 
held Saturday, December 30, 
2017 at the Goldmine Baptist 
Church. Rev. Gene Hawkins and Rev. Howard Southard of-
ficiated. Burial was at Mount Moriah Cemetery, Goldmine 
Community. Pallbearers were John McCall, Skip Keener, B. 
J. Keener, Caden Brown, Nathan Demore, Nick Demore 
and Ty Keener.

In lieu of  flowers, donations may be made to Mount 
Moriah Cemetery Fund, c/o Mary Owens, 21 Pinecone 
Drive, Franklin, NC 28734.

Online condolences are available at bryantgrantfuner-
alhome.com. Bryant-Grant Funeral Home and Crematory 
served the Keener family.

...OBITUARIES from page 3

Frances James Kirven, age 74, of  Cashiers, NC passed 
away on Monday, January 1, 2018 at her home surrounded 
by her loving family. She graduated from the University of  
North Carolina at Chapel Hill where she met her late hus-
band, James Dupont “Tippy” Kirven, III on a blind date. 
They shared 49 years of  marriage before his passing on the 
same day (January 1st) in 2014. 

She is survived by her three sons: James Dupont Kir-
ven, IV and his wife, Jan, of  Summerfield, NC; Stephen 
Scherer Kirven and his wife, Rita, of  Taylors, SC; Foy Al-
exander Kirven of  Columbus, GA; and five grandchildren: 
Chase White and his wife, Stephanie, of  Raleigh, NC; Ash-
ton Kirven of  Summerfield, NC; Grace Kirven, James Kir-
ven, and Will Kirven of  Taylors, SC. She is also predeceased 
by her sister, Scherer James Easa of  Oahu, Hawaii.

The family would like to thank her caregivers, Willean 
Stiwinter, Genise Humphrey, and Carolyn Campbell, as well 
as all of  the wonderful staff  at Hospice Four Seasons for 
their compassionate care of  Frankie. 

Memorials may be made to St. Paul United Method-
ist Church in Columbus, GA, Cashiers United Methodist 
Church in Cashiers, NC, or Hospice Four Seasons in Hen-
dersonville, NC. 

A memorial service will be held at St. Paul United Meth-
odist Church in Columbus, GA at 2:30 p.m. on January 12, 
2018 with a reception to follow at the church. Bryant-Grant 
Funeral Home is handling the arrangements. Online con-
dolences may be made by visiting bryantgrantfuneralhome.
com.

Frances James Kirven

•See OBITUARIES page 6

Marie Nichols Duvall, 92, of  Franklin, peacefully 
reached the end of  this journey called life on Monday, Janu-
ary 1, 2018, at Harris Regional Hospital in Sylva, NC.

Born on July 22, 1925, in Plumerville, AR, she was the 
daughter of  the late James Clark Nichols and Alma Louise 

Marie Nichols Duvall

...YEAR-IN-REVIEW from 1
cus aims to make big changes to ACA.

• The Macon County Eagles basketball team is tournament 
champions.

• Emily Shuler is 2nd female on Highlands Fire & Rescue 
Dept.

• Art & craft shows to return to K-H Founders Park on 
Pine Street.

• Highlands School All Conference Basketball players are 
Madison Lloyd, Emily Crowe and Honorable Mention Bethany 
Shuler and Destin Gearhart, Jose Jimenez, Jake Billingsley and 
Brett Lamb, Coach of  the Year.

•Highlands reluctantly agrees to Duke Coal Ash Settlement. 
April
• How President Trump’s budget will affect MC in 3 part 

series.
• Gov. Cooper says a cloud has lifted with HB2 repeal
• Corbin co-sponsors bills to improve NC education
• USFS considers stabilizing Bridal Veil Falls
• Class of  2017 Val and Sal are Benjamin Miller and John 

Murphy, respectively.
•King & Queen of  the 2017 Highlands School Prom: Ryan 

Houser and Megan Vinson.
• Mountain Fresh Grocery honored at BizWeek.
• US PO hears business delivery woes.
May
• Highlands School is ranked 29th in North Carolina.
• Mama Bear shot; 4 cubs orphaned by safe.
• Highlands’ moms to be feel sting of  Mission closing OB-

GYN facility in Franklin.
• Rep. Meadows aims to take down ACA.
• Fan of  the Year at Highlands School is math teacher Gina 

Billingsley.
• Town seeks info from broadband providers.

• See YEAR-IN-REVIEW page 7

Firefighters Appreciation Day
Special Showing of  Only the Brave
Jan. 18 at 2 & 5 p.m.
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•See OBITUARIES page 8

Hs sports
with Kedra McCall

On the corner of 3rd & Spring
(828) 526-4818

Open Everyday!

COREY JAMES GALLERY
10th Annual

WINTER SALE!
20%-80% OFF

526-5999
Located at 680 N. 4th. St., Highlands

Open Mon-Sat 10a to 5p

Carrying a wide variety of 
natural products for your  

Mind, Body & Home.

Organic Fresh Juices & Smoothies  
and Salads “On the Go!”

Stylist: Kassie Vinson

Welcome
Stylist 
Kassie 
Vinson!

Drew Chalker taking it to the basket.

This week high school basketball 
played Franklin and Robbinsville. 
Each team had its ups and downs 

throughout their games, but no team was 
able to pull out a win. 

JV girls lost to Franklin 58-13. JV boys 
lost 64-15. Varsity girls lost 52-29 and var-
sity boys lost 56-44. 

Later in the week they played Rob-
binsville. JV girls lost 29-22 and JV boys 
lost 43-12. The Varsity girls lost 51-12 and 
Varsity boys lost 61-57. 

They’re next home game will be Fri-
day, January 19th. They will play Rosman 
starting at 4 pm. 

Middle school basketball did not have 
any games. Their next home game will be 
Thursday, January 18th. They will play Ea-
gle Ridge starting at 4:30 pm. 

Varsity, JV & Middle 
School are back at it

...OBITUARIES continued from page 5
Cates Nichols. In addition to her parents, she was preceded in death by her husband, Rex 
Vinson Duvall; a son, Mark Nichols Duvall; infant sons, Boone and Jeffrey Duvall; a sister, 
Emma Jean Evans, and a brother, Harold J. Nichols.

Marie is survived by her loving family: four daughters, Kathy Hart (Tom) of  Highlands, 
Nancy Wilson, Jennifer Nation, and Rexanna Duvall (Don), all of  Franklin; son, David C. 
Duvall (Rachel) of  Franklin; brother, Billy Carl Nichols of  Ft. Smith, AR; “adopted” son, 
Marshall Ramey of  Asheville; five grandchildren, Randy Scott Sizemore of  San Francisco, 
CA, Eric Sizemore of  Bull Head City, AZ, Wendy Duvall (Stephen) of  Franklin, Travis 
Duvall (Jamie) of  Portsmouth, VA, and Dylan Duvall of  Atlanta, GA; three great grandchil-
dren, Jared Duvall of  Franklin, and Adalyn and Eli Duvall of  Portsmouth, VA.

Funeral Service were held at 2 p.m. Friday, January 5, at Tellico Baptist Church. Revs. 
Gary McCoy, Morris Tippett, and Guy Duvall officiated. Burial was in the church cemetery. 
Memorial donations can be made to Hospice House Foundation (Four Seasons Hospice), 
PO Box 815, Franklin, NC 28744 or to CareNet, 130 Bidwell Street, Franklin, NC 28734.

Martha Rea Anders McConnell Kell, 98, passed away Saturday, January 6, 2018. She 
was born March 2, 1919 in Rabun County, Ga. She lived all of  her adult life in Otto, 
NC where she raised her family. Mrs. McConnell was the daughter of  the late Manuel 
Anders and Georgia Head Anders. She was preceded in death by husbands, Ray McCo-

Martha Rea Anders McConnell Kell 

had stopped and a new contract had been 
agreed upon. 

“Blue Cross and Blue Shield of  North 
Carolina (“Blue Cross NC”) and Mission 
Health have entered into an agreement for 
Mission Health provider participation in 
Blue Cross NC networks which became ef-
fective December 15, 2017,” read the state-
ments. “We are pleased to have reached 
agreement on the mutual goal of  ensuring 
that the people of  WNC receive the afford-
able, quality health care that they need.” 

Neither BCBSNC or Mission would 
answer additional questions about the con-
tract or the details around the negotiations. 

“For customers and businesses, this 
means an end to the uncertainty of  seeking 
alternate, in-network providers,” BCBSNC 
said. “For the community, it means two or-
ganizations that have been pillars of  West-
ern North Carolina’s health care system are 
again working together toward the com-
mon goals of  ensuring access to high-quali-
ty health care and doing all they can to slow 
the rise of  health care costs. This means a 
renewed commitment to the people who 
matter most: our patients and customers.” 

The contract for the two entities ex-
pired in October after neither Mission or 
BCBSNC could reach an agreement. Re-
ports said that Mission asked for an increase 
in health care costs, while BCBSNC refused 
to allow rates for customers to increase. The 
end of  the contract that set the rates for 
how much Blue Cross NC paid Mission for 
caring for people with that insurance dis-
rupted care for many of  the 260,000 people 
in WNC the insurer covers. 

Lots of  people sought in-network 
BCBSNC care elsewhere, including through 
the Harris Regional Duke Life Point um-
brella out of  Sylva and Franklin and medi-
cal services offered at nearby Clayton, GA.

Whether people who were forced else-
where when faced with paying out-of-net-
work prices in Highlands and Franklin will 
return to the Mission umbrella is unknown. 
Proximity is always an issue when sick, and 
that’s likely what Mission is banking on.

Mission NC State Treasurer Dale 
Folwell lauded the two sides coming to 
an agreement. His department said Mis-
sion provides health services to more than 
40,000 members of  the State Health Plan 
in the region.

Both Macon County government and 
the town of  Highlands elected to keep their 
contracts with BCBSNC during the lapse in 
network coverage, while the town of  Frank-
lin switched to MedCost, which has been 
the health and dental claims administrator 
and health provider network for the N.C. 
League of  Municipalities since 2011. 

...IN-NETWORK 
 continued from page 1
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comfortable.”
Judi Layton, CNM, women’s care pro-

vider at Harris Regional Hospital delivered 
Adeline who will now join her big brother 
completing the happy family of  four. 

Dad Robert said the care provided was 
definitely a family approach and he felt like 
an active part to the care provided to his 
wife and daughter. 

“The nurses here made us feel like we 
were their top priority, they went above and 
beyond what was required of  them. They 
are really great at their job and by the way 
they treat their patients, you can tell they 
enjoy what they do. We had the best experi-
ence here and for that we are so thankful.” 
he said.

The New Generations Family Birth-
ing Center at Harris Regional Hospital is 
committed to providing high quality, com-
passionate care close to home for new and 
expecting parents. The Birthing Center of-
fers a state-of-the-art labor and delivery unit, 
newly completed mother/baby rooms and 
will offer a completely reconstructed unit 
upon the completion of  the added caesarean 
suite that is slated for completion at the early 
part of  this year making the entire floor a to-
tally remodeled unit to better accommodate 
expecting mothers and their families.

To learn more or to schedule an ap-
pointment, please call 844.414.DOCS. 

The Metropolitan Opera 
� 

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Highlands Performing Arts Center 507 Chestnut Street 

Tickets available on line: www.highlandspac.org, at the door or by calling 828.526.9047 

January Sales Extravaganza!
2 Days Only

Fri. & Sat., Jan. 19 & 20 • 10a-4p
at

Mountain Findings Thrift Shop
Showrooms full of great NEWLY DONATED items

(cash or check only)
432 Spruce Street Highlands • 526-9929

mayor. Defined duties fall within the town 
limits and the function of  town and state 
governance. The broad view extends be-
yond town limits and encompasses the en-
tire Highlands Plateau. The five big sectors 
that contribute to the broader community 
are: commerce, healthcare, education, gov-
ernment and service agencies. All play vital 
roles in the community. I would like to share 
my concerns for each of  these sectors.

Riding the wave of  a bullish national 
economy, our local businesses and tourism 
are strong, indicated by recent real estate 
sales, sales tax and room occupancy rates; 
however, last year, news reports questioned 
how the over half-million dollars in room 
tax revenues were being allocated by the 
Chamber and Highlands Tourism Develop-
ment Committee. 

The Highlands Chamber of  Com-
merce underwent a major reorganization 
this past year in strategies and staff. I am 
confident these adjustments will bring a 
new creative energy in the marketing and 
promotion of  Highlands as a destination 
community. I am also sure there will be a 
more clear and precise documentation of  
how these tax funds are allocated for the 
coming year. While the town has no over-
sight in the process about tax revenue deci-
sions, I am very pleased that Commissioner 
Brian Stiehler will serve on the Tourism De-
velopment Committee. His past Chamber 
service and professional experience makes 
Stiehler a good board liaison. A strong local 
economy, promoted by both the Chamber 
and the Town will continue to be beneficial 
for all.

During my first term, many residents 
expressed concern to me about local health-
care, especially as the Highlands-Cashiers 
Hospital transitioned from a community 
hospital to a Mission Healthcare Hospital. 

Although there have been positive 
changes in the last four years, like the con-
struction of  a new six-million-dollar hospi-
tal emergency department, I’m still hearing 
concerns. The recent dispute between Mis-
sion and Blue Cross didn’t help matters. I 
am aware that there have been informal 
meetings where these concerns have been 
expressed by area residents. It has been 
nearly four years since the Mission merger 
took place. Maybe it’s time for the leaders 
of  the community to conduct a healthcare 
status assessment where these concerns can 
be addressed.

Highlands School has the capacity to 
be a national model of  public schools be-
cause of  its small size and enthusiastic sup-
port of  the community. And even though 
scoring competitively on national tests, as 
Highlands School does, seems noteworthy, 
as a former educator, I feel that national, 

state, and local educational institutions 
should rethink the over-emphasis on stan-
dardized testing and adopt more qualitative 
methods of  assessment. It’s easy to teach 
to the multiple-choice tests and then declare 
students are educated. Parents and educa-
tors know there is more to education; that 
experiential, field based and service learn-
ing, and other activities educate the whole 
child.

Good government is another compo-
nent of  a quality community that can’t be 
overlooked. The goal of  the mayor and the 
board of  commissioners must be to lead 
the town in responsive, accountable and 
open government by working with a com-
petent staff  who are empowered to address 
the needs of  a dynamic community.

Another vital sector is our non-profit, 
service community, which is very strong for 
a small community; however, change and 
challenges for the arts community lie ahead. 
Performing arts group will have to continue 
to work together in order for everyone to 
move forward.

These broad views concerning these 
sectors do not constitute policies. Rather, I 
simply see my duty to share my views and 
current thinking.

...MAYOR continued from page 2

...BABY from page 1

• See YEAR-IN-REVIEW page 11

...YEAR-IN-REVIW continued from page 5
• County budgets $900,000 for Highlands 

Recreation.
June
• Harris Regional Hospital in Sylva to fill 

Mission Health void for women.
• Children lost too soon are remembered 

with plaque at K-H Founders Park.
• Highlands new Planning Director Andrew 

Bowen starts June 26.
• Prince House joins bevy of  65 National 

Register sites in Highlands.
• Room Tax expenditures under scrutiny.
• With HB 900 NC towns could get room 

tax money.
• Expansion of  Martin Lipscomb Perform-

ing Arts Center explained. 
• Eclipse Planning Committee prepares for 

onslaught.
• Cougar sightings were called “possible” on 

Bowery.
July 
• Highlands School Asst. Principal Jim Dra-

heim retires; Stacey Overlin hired.
• BCBSNC to become out-of-network 

provider for Mission Health; with Oct. 5 dead-
line looming.

• Walk your way through a story on Green-
way at The Bascom is constructed.

• Town Board candidates to face unop-
posed election.

• Highlands Hurricanes move from last to 
2nd at 2017 Mountain Swim League Confer-
ence Meet.

August
• Alcohol allowed to be served on Sundays 

before noon.
• Jim Askew is 81-year-old Gold, Silver and 

bronze medal winner in track meet.
• Chase Kenter is an AAU Junior Olympic 

Champ. 
• Passionate plea goes out to save Beck 

house in wake of  PAC expansion.
• Highlands Police Chief  Bill Harrell is 



330 Dillard Road
Behind 

Highlands Decorating Center
828-526-4192

Complete Hair Care
including 

Hair Extensions
Massage Therapy

Hand & Foot Treatments
Body Treatments

Facials
including

Anti-Aging Celluma Panel
Personal Training

with Justin
Manicures,
Pedicures & 

Special Packages

Dr. Joseph H. Wilbanks, D.D.S.

706-886-9439 • 800-884-9439

278 East Doyle St. • Toccoa, GA

COMPLETE DENTAL CARE UNDER ONE ROOF.

You are only 50 miles away from 30 years experience in top-
notch, high-tech, one-stop dentistry known for its gentle touch. 

• Dental Implants • Root Canal 
Therapy

• SINGLE VISIT CROWNS! 
• Orthodontics including Invisalign  

• Wisdom Teeth Extractions 
and of course Fillings and Cleanings.

(IV Sedation, too)

www.WilbanksSmileCenter.com
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233 North 4th Street
Highlands, NC 28741

828.526.2083
ckswan.com
Just down from

Old Edwards Inn & Spa

ANT IQUES and FURNITURE

BOOKS   ART   JEWELRY
GARDEN    G IFTS    K IDS

SWAN
K

nnell and Donald Kell. 
She was a member of  
the Tessentee Church 
of  God (House of  
Hope).

 She is survived by 
a daughter, Emma Mill-
er of  Scaly Mountain, 
NC; two sons: Charles 
McConnell (Sharon) 
of  Otto, NC and Sam McCon-
nell also of  Otto, NC; daughter-
in-laws: Elizabeth McConnell, 
Ruby Ann McConnell and Lin-
da Stewart; son-in-law, Richard 
Miller; and stepchildren: Janice 
Welch, Marilyn Jenkins, Carolyn 
Keener, Jerry Kell and Christine 
Sorrells. She is also survived by 
two sisters: Mary Vinson and 
Ruby Green; 27 grandchildren, 
49 great-grandchildren, 18 great-
great-grandchildren and 1 great-
great-great-grandchild.

 She was preceded in death 

by her children: Alice 
Miller, George Mc-
Connell, Kenneth Mc-
Connell, and James 
McConnell; stepchil-
dren: Elmo Kell, Cath-
erine Crisp and Shirley 
Moore; and one great-
granddaughter. She was 
also preceded in death 

by two brothers: Theodore An-
ders and Luther Anders; three 
sisters: Derotha Owens, Virta 
Wilson, and Rosetta Holland; 
and a son-in-law, Everette Miller.

A funeral service was held 
January 10, 2017, at the Tessen-
tee Church of  God with the Rev. 
Eugene Moore and Rev. Greg 
Bartram officiating. 

Bryant Grant Funeral Home 
and Crematory served the Kell 
family. Online condolences may 
be made at bryantgrantfuneral-
home.com.

...OBITUARIES continued from page 6

Winter Sale Continues!
50% - 80% off Women’s and Men’s Clothing

We’ve Been to Jolie’s!

Have You?

Sun.-Fri. 11-4, Sat. 10-5
446 Main Street• 828-526-3963

January 18:
Indivisible will be meeting on January 18t from 5-7 at the Hudson 

Library. The two guest speakers are Chris Cooper, Department Head, 
Political Sciences, Western Carolina University and Blake Esselstyn, 
recognized authority on district mapping. The topic is Gerrymandering 
in NC, dangerous to our health.

February 1:    
The 3 democratic candidates running for the U.S. House of  Rep-

resentatives, District 11 N.C. will be guests at the Indivisible Meeting 
on February 1st from 5-7 at the Hudson Library. The 3 candidates are 
Scott Donaldson, Phillip Price, & Steve Woodsmall. The format will be 
individual presentations followed by Q&A’s.

Upcoming Political Discussions at 
Hudson Library in Highlands



• See INVESTING page 13
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•inVesting at 4118 Ft.•
Vacation Rentals 101: Our Highlands History

People often say to me, “I 
bet you’ve seen it all.” Or 
“You should write a book 

about real estate and rental ex-
periences.” Firstly, just when we 
THINK we’ve seen it all, there’s 
always one more to top that last 
experience. Secondly, I’ve written 
a book, but I decided to stick with 
fiction for now.

The vacation rental industry-
WAIT. Stop right there. In the 
mid-’70s when Isabel and Tony 
Chambers started listing and 
managing vacation rentals, there 
was no industry to speak of  in 
Highlands, or anywhere really. A 
lot has happened worldwide in 
the last 50 years. By the 1990s, 
the NC real estate commission 
recognized the rapid growth of  
the vacation rental industry, and 
created the NC Vacation Rental 

Agreement Act (1999-Chapter 
42A-General Statutes) To do this, 
an attorney from the real estate 
commission (Will Martin) confer-
enced with vacation rental manag-
ers from the coast (Buddy Rudd) 
to the Mountains (Jeannie Cham-
bers) and several more in between.

The purpose of  having the lit-
tle guys included was to make sure 
the logistical and operational com-
ponents of  handling vacation rent-
als meshed with the legal aspects 
of  the real estate commission.

One of  the things hammered 
into the potential real estate bro-
ker’s mind is that we are not at-
torneys, we cannot practice law by 
drafting legal documents. That’s 
why the property management 
agreements (between owners and 
brokers) and the leases (for long- 
or short-term leases) have gotten 

longer and longer over 
the years; the real estate 
commission wants to 
make sure everything 
is covered. While we 
are allowed to write 
in things such as our 
specific policies, there 
are parts of  a vacation 
rental lease that has to 
be written verbatim in 
accordance with the VR 
Rental Act 42A.

If  the ‘90s were 
about making it legal, 
then the next decade was all about 
growth. Along with the number of  
vacation rental properties sprout-
ing all over the country, there was 
also an increase in the number of  
rental software companies used to 
manage the day-to-day operations 
of  owning a rental business. In the 

early ‘90s, our company 
used a DOS based com-
puter program- the first 
vacation rental software 
used in Highlands. In 
1998, we found Prop-
erty Plus – a component 
of  Instant Software at a 
real estate convention. 
We met with the owners 
and developers several 
times and at the time, 
we were the 65th com-
pany to use them, and 
really felt like part of  

the family. All industries change or 
they die, and Instant Software was 
no exception. They grew and grew 
and became the most powerful 
distribution system in the industry. 
Then came Homeaway. 

Homeaway was founded in 
2005, and it hit the vacation rental 

road running. It acquired VRBO 
(Vacation Rentals by Owner) in 
2006, VacationRentals.com in 
2007 and Instant Software in 
2010. I’ll admit, I suffered a little 
step-parent blues for a while. 
Well, the times, they are a-chan-
gin’ and we adapted, and still are 
adapting. Property Plus won’t be 
supported any more after 2019, 
so we’ve moved to another rental 
software – a bigger and better 
version.

The software has changed, 
the vacation rental industry is for-
ever changing, and we still adapt. 
What we know is this: there are 
things a software company can’t 
capture. The essence of  High-
lands, and the rapport and some-
times lasting friendships we have 
with our guests. The first contact 

Jeannie Chambers
Chambers Realty & 

Vacation Rentals
Jeannie@highlandsiscalling.com
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Proverbs 3:5 • places to worsHip •
BLUE VALLEY BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Oliver Rice, Pastor (706) 782-3965

Sundays: School:10 a.m., Worship:11 
Sunday night services every 2nd & 4th Sunday at 7 

Wednesdays: Mid-week prayer meeting:7 p.m.
BUCK CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH

828-269-3546 • Rev. Jamie Passmore, Pastor
Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11 

CHAPEL OF THE SKY
Sky Valley, GA • 706-746-2999 

Sundays: 10 a.m.:Worship 
Holy Communion 1st & 3rd Sundays 
CHRIST ANGLICAN CHURCH 

Rector: Jim Murphy, 252-671-4011 
464 US Hwy 64 east, Cashiers 

9:30a Sunday School; 10:30a Worship Service  
Mon. 6p Bible Study & Supper at homes

CHRIST CHURCH OF THE VALLEY, CASHIERS
Pastor Brent Metcalf • 743-5470

Sun.10:45am, S.S 9:30am. Wed. 6pm supper and teaching.
Tues. Guys study 8am, Gals 10am.

CLEAR CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Jim Kinard

Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11a.m. 
1st & 3rd Sunday night Service: 7.p.m.

Wednesdays –Supper at 6 p.m. 
COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH
www.cbchighlands.com • 526-4685

3645 Cashiers Rd, Highlands, NC • Sr. Pastor Gary Hewins  
Sun.: 9:30am: Sunday School

10:30am: Middle & High School; 10:45am: Child. Program,
10: 45am: Worship Service

Wed.: 5pm Dinner ($7 adult, $2 child), 6pm CBC U.
EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF THE INCARNATION

Rev. W. Bentley Manning • 526-2968
Sundays: Education and choir rehearsal, 9 am, 

Holy Eucharist Rite II, (sanctuary),10:30, nursery available 
Mondays: Centering Prayer at 3 pm in the library 

Thursdays: Holy Eucharist Rite II. 
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH HIGHLANDS

828-526-4153 • www.fbchighlands.org
Dr. Mark Ford, Pastor

220 Main Street, Highlands NC 28741
Sun.:Worship 10:45 am; Sun.: Bible Study 9:30 am

Wed.: Men’s Bible Study 8:30 am; Prayer Mtg 6:15 pm; Ch. 5p
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Curtis Fussell & Emily Wilmarth, pastors 

526-3175 • fpchighlands.org
Sun.: Worship: 11 a.m.; School: 9:30

Mondays: 8 a.m.:Men’s Prayer Group & Breakfast
Wednesdays:Choir:6p

GOLDMINE BAPTIST CHURCH
(Off Franklin/Highlands Rd) 

Sunday School:10 am, Worship Service:11 am
GRACE COMMUNITY CHURCH OF CASHIERS

Non-Denominational-Contemporary Worship
242 Hwy 107N, 1/4 miles from Crossroads in Cashiers

www.gracecashiers.com • Pastor Steve Doerter: 743-9814
Services: Sundays 10am - Wed. - 7pm; Dinner - Wed. 6pm 

HAMBURG BAPTIST CHURCH
Hwy 107N. • Glenville, NC • 743-2729 • Pr. Nathan Johnson

Sunday: School 9:45a, Worship 11a & 7p, Bible Study 6p
Wed. Kidsquest 6p.; Worship 7p.

HIGHLANDS ASSEMBLY OF GOD

Randy Reed, Pastor828-421-9172 • 165 S. Sixth Street  
Sundays: Worship:11 

HIGHLANDS CENTRAL BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Dan Robinson

670 N. 4th Street (next to the Highlands Civic Center)
Sun.: Morning Worship 10:45 a., Evening Worship, 6:30 p. 

Wednesday: Prayer Service, 6:30 p.
HIGHLANDS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

Pastor Randy Lucas 526-3376
Sun: School 9:45a.; Worship 9:09,10:50.; Youth 5:30 p.

Wed: Supper: 5:15; youth, & adults activities: 6; Handbell 
rehearsal, 6:15; Choir Rehearsal 7. (nursery provided ); 7pm 

Intercessory Prayer Ministry 
HOLY FAMILY LUTHERAN CHURCH: ELCA

Chaplain Margaret Howell • 2152 Dillard Road • 526-9741
LutheranChurchoftheHolyFamily.yolasite.com

Sun: School and Adult discussion group 9:30 a.m.;  
Worship/Communion:10:30 

HEALING SERVICE on the 5th Sunday of the month.
MACEDONIA BAPTIST CHURCH

8 miles south of Highlands on N.C. 28 S in Satolah
Pastor Zane Talley

Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11, Choir:6 p.m.
Wed: Bible Study and Youth Mtg.:7 p.m.

MOUNTAIN SYNAGOGUE
at St. Cyprian’s Episcopal Church, Franklin • 828-524-9463

MOUNTAIN BIBLE CHURCH 
743-2583 • Independent Bible Church 

Sun:10:30 a.m. at Big Ridge Baptist Church,  
4224 Big Ridge Road (4.5 miles from NC 107) 

Weds: Bible Study 6:30 p.m.; Youth Group 6 p.m. 
OUR LADY OF THE MOUNTAINS  

CATHOLIC CHURCH
 Parish office (Father Francis): 526-2418

Mass: Sun: 11 a.m.; Sat. at 4p
SCALY MOUNTAIN BAPTIST CHURCH

Rev. Marty Kilby
Sundays: School –10 a.m.; Worship –11 a.m. & 7 

Wednesdays: Prayer Mtg.:7 p.m.
SCALY MOUNTAIN CHURCH OF GOD

290 Buck Knob Road; Pastor Donald G. Bates • 526-3212
Sun.: School:10 a.m.; Worship:10:45 a.m.; Worship: 6 p.m.

SHORTOFF BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Rev. Andy Cloer 

Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11 a.m. 
Wednesdays: Prayer & Bible Study:6 p.m. 

COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH OF SKY VALLEY
Sky Valley, GA • 706.746.3144• 696 Sky Valley Way #447

Pastor Gary Hewins
Worship: Sun. 9 a.m., with Holy Communion the 1st & 3rd Sun.; 

Tues: Community Supper 5:30 followed by Bible Study. 
THE CHURCH OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD

1448 Highway 107 South, Office: 743-2359 • Rev. Rob Wood
June-Sept: Sunday Services: Rite I, 8a, Rite II, 9:15 & 11a

Nursery available for Rite II services
Sept 6-Oct 25-Informal Evening Eucharist-5:30 p.m. 

Thursday: Noon Healing Service with Eucharist.
UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST FELLOWSHIP 

85 Sierra Drive, Franklin • uufranklin.org  
Sunday Worship - 11 a.m. 

WHITESIDE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Rev. Sam Forrester/Cashiers

Sunday School:10 am, Worship Service:11 am

John 3:16
•spiritually speaking•

• See SPIRITUALLY SPEAKING page 14

New Year’s Resolution: 
Let’s Stand Up for Life

By Pastor Jim Murphy
Christ Anglican Church, Cashiers

Most New Year’s resolutions are rarely given a chance 
to live. Many pledges for the new year are aborted 
or considered as rubbish before the end of  the first 

month. Do you think that might be because most resolution lack 
substance? That they’re too squishy and ill defined to inspire 
someone to pursue? If  that’s the case, why don’t we make some 
resolutions that actually mean something. Pledges that are worth 
keeping, that are inspirational.

Consider the 19th century’s General George Custer, he was 
an inspirational character. It is an undeniable fact that he made a 
resolution to his country and fellow man to make his life count 
for something he believed in. During the summer of  1876 at Lit-
tle Bighorn, SD Custer took a stand for life, liberty and the pur-
suit of  happiness, for country and for honor, as he understood 
them and was commissioned to fight for them.

While we may debate the propriety of  Custer’s mission and 
or tactics, what is not up to debate is that he took a firm stand. 
He was willing to die for something he believed in—life. So was 
God. In a cause more noble than any other—the cause of  life 
and love—Jesus took his last stand for us. He stood, nailed to the 
cross at Calvary and gave up His life for us. The Author of  life, 
the God who is Love took his stand as, “…he died for all, that 
those who live should no longer live for themselves but for him 
who died for them and was raised again.” (2 Corinthians 5:15, 
NIV, emphasis added)

While the Lord of  life took his stand at Calvary, rather than 
at Little Bighorn, his stand was far more momentous for us than 
Custer’s. His sacrifice provided life for us—real, abiding and eter-
nal life—and calls us all into the life promotion business. We’re 
all called to protect and promote life. Not just the passing life of  
our mortal bodies but also and more importantly the true life that 
is available to all, life beyond human limitations, life eternal as the 
Father’s children.

Jesus gloriously took his stand for life. Custer bravely took 
his. What about us? How about you? Do you promote and pro-
tect life? Do you really sacrifice on behalf  others, so as to “…love 
your neighbor as yourself?” (Leviticus 19:18, NIV). All are called 
to do so. Are you willing to let personal convenience or prefer-
ence die so that others might live?

“Life, liberty and the pursuit of  happiness,” is likely the best 
known phrase of  the Declaration of  Independence. Our nation’s 
founders considered life—a good, free life—to be the starting 
point, a bedrock principle for a country and people called to pro-
mote life. For everyone from the young lives in the womb to the 
mature lives of  the elderly.

It is a conundrum then that some groups who say that they 
support life consistently commit violent acts that minimize and 
or take away life. Anti-free speech movements, the pro-choice 
crowd, militant rights grievance groups, and abortionists, to name 
a few, claim that they stand squarely on the side of  life. However, 
as actions speak louder than words, often times they violently and 
grossly diminish the lives of  the many while they support only the 
small slices of  life that measure up to their convenience, prefer-
ence or ideology. That’s not standing for life, it’s a hypocritical 
stand against life, a demonstration on behalf  of  what the late 
Pope John Paul II called “the culture of  death.”

This “culture of  death” is all around us. Watch the news on 
any given night, violence and death surround us. But we shouldn’t 
be surprised in this “culture of  death.” Indeed, we should prob-
ably expect more. We murder children by the millions. We eu-
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Wine Dinner
with winemaker michael cox

 The Farm at Old Edwards | Highlands, NC
Saturday, January 13 | with Live Music by Wirewood

$155 per person* | Reserve Today |  828-787-2635 or 828-787-2620

Visit oldedwardsinn.com/schugwinedinner
*Plus tax and gratuity

Medea Galligan
 MS Nutrition, CHHC, AADP

828-989-9144
www.MedeasHealthyLifestyleConcepts.com.

•HealtHy liFestyle concepts•

Believe it or not, there 
are numerous safe 
and effective ways to 

boost your immune system 
and significantly increase 
your chances of  bypassing 
the yearly colds, flus and si-
nus infections that usually 
seem to begin this time of  
year. From drinking organic 
cold-pressed juices, eating 
deliciously warming soups, 
and taking time to rest when 
you feel run down, you have 
a number of  natural strate-
gies that will have you up 
and running again in no 
time. When you keep your immune sys-
tem in optimal working order, you’re far 
less likely to acquire an infection to begin 
with or, if  you do get sick, you are better 
prepared to move through it without com-
plications and soon return to good health.

1. Optimize your vitamin D levels. 
Ideally, it is best to get Vitamin D from 
UVB rays during safe sun exposure, but es-
pecially during the fall and winter months 
most of  us need to take an oral vitamin 
D3 supplement. Dr. Mercola, among many 
other functional medicine doctors, recom-
mend taking 8,000 iu of  vitamin D3 daily 
throughout the winter months. Optimiz-
ing your vitamin D levels is one of  the best 
strategies for avoiding infections of  ALL 
kinds, and vitamin D deficiency is likely 
the true culprit behind the seasonality of  
the flu - not the flu virus itself. Be sure to 
get your Vitamin D levels checked by your 
health care provider at least once a year and 
regularly monitor your vitamin D levels so 
that you are within the therapeutic range of  
50-80 ng/ml. 

2. Eat Real (Unprocessed) Food & 
Drink Lots of  Clean (Filtered) Water. Giv-
en grocery stores filled with boxed, canned 
and ready-to-microwave frozen meals, and 
fast food chains every couple of  feet, this 
may be the most difficult step to a stronger 
immune system and better health. Make 
clean, un-chlorinated and un-fluoridated 
water your 1st beverage of  choice when 
you are thirsty or hungry - cutting out so-
das and sweetened drinks in favor of  clean 
water is perhaps THE most important 
change you can make for a stronger im-
mune system, rapid weight loss and lasting 

Naturally boost your immune system
health. Remember that your 
body can only work with the 
nutrients you give it - it is re-
ally quite unrealistic to expect 
to have a strong immune sys-
tem if  you aren’t willing to eat 
the foods and drink the clean 
water that creates it. Quite 
simply, you ARE what you 
EAT- and what your food 
eats! As a Health Coach, I 
specialize in helping people 
find REAL FOOD – foods 
that are fresh, whole, and un-
processed - and show them 
how they can simply and eas-
ily make delicious breakfast, 
lunch and dinners. And for an 

easy-to-absorb immune system boost, noth-
ing beats a raw, organic cold-pressed juices 
that deliver the large amounts of  vitamins, 
minerals, antioxidants and enzymes that your 
body desperately needs. And during these 
cold months, bone broth and warm, nour-
ishing soups are also the best way to nourish 
the body and boost your immune system.

3. Get Enough Rest. Just like it becomes 
harder for you to get your daily tasks done if  
you’re tired, if  your body is overly fatigued it 
will be harder for it to fight the flu. Learning 
to rest BEFORE you are sick will go a long 
way to not getting sick! Get to bed early and 
be sure that you are sleeping well throughout 
the night- it is valuable time that your body 
needs to recuperate and heal.

4. Learn How to Reduce Stress. We all 
face some stress every day, but if  stress be-
comes overwhelming then your body will be 
less able to fight off  the flu and other illness. 
Getting out for a daily walk, gentle stretch-
ing at home or going to a yoga class can do 
wonders to reduce your stress levels and are 
essential to a healthy lifestyle. Find a healthy 
activity you like and make it a DAILY part 
of  your life.

5. Exercise Every Day. When you exer-
cise, you increase your circulation and your 
blood flow throughout your body. The com-
ponents of  your immune system are also 
better circulated, which means your immune 
system has a better chance of  finding an ill-
ness before it spreads. Exercise increases 
levels of  endorphins, our natural feel-good 
brain chemicals, and allow us to naturally ad-
dress stress that often leads to making poor 
food choices and over-eating.

Next week: Why it’s imperative to “Take a Good Source of Animal-Based 
Omega-3 Fats,” “Wash Your Hands,” “Use Probiotics & Enjoy Naturally Fer-
mented Foods,” and why it’s important to “Use Natural Antibiotics.”

...YEAR-IN-REVIW continued from page 7
charged with misdemeanor death by vehicle in ac-
cident that took the life of  Shane Tastinger.

• Town readies for Total Eclipse of  the Sun 
Monday Aug. 21.

• Overnight visitor spending in Macon 
County is up by 6.3% over 2016.

September
• Hurricane Irma comes to Highlands; 

wreaks havoc.
• New Jackson County fire tax benefits 

Highlands F&R.
• Cov. Cooper says FEMA funds for IRMA 

cleanup won’t be coming to Highlands.
• Highlands School exceeds academic 

growth expectation; called one of  the best schools 
in the region, state and nation.

October
• Town decides to stick with BCBSNC de-

spite out-of-network status.
• HS Middle School soccer teams are con-

ference champs
• Part of  US 64 east -- Cashiers Road -- 

closed for repairs; causes traffic backups.
• Rabun Gap students install drain marker 

throughout Highlands.
• First snow of  the 2017-’18 winter is Oct. 

29.

November
• Skateboard arena set for Highlands Rec 

Park.
• Canine officer Ruby retires.
• Oil leak on Greenway is contained.
December
• BCBSNC and Mission reach agreement; 

BCBSNC in-network again.
• County’s opioid epidemic discussed at 

joint meeting.
• King and Queen for the night at Home-

coming dance is Maddie Lloyd and Chandler 
Stoltzfus.

• National Wreaths Across America is in 
Highlands cemetery.

• Winter Storm Benji creates winter won-
derland with pancake ice; drops 20 inches of  
snow.

• Commissioners Donnie Calloway, Dr. 
Amy Patterson and Mayor Pat Taylor are sworn 
into office.

• Historical marker for Dr. Mary Lapham 
in the works for N. 4th. Street next to Historial 
Village.

• Town website to include two webcam 
links.
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chestnut storage

Look for our sign!
10890 Buck Creek Rd. - 1/2 mile off Cashiers Rd near the hospital 

Storage Units Available
Secure 24 Hour Access

Easy In - Easy Out
Great Rates - Great Terms

Call today to find out why we’re
“Highland’s Premier Facility”

828-482-1045

Whiteside Cove  
Cottages

800-805-3558 • 828-526-2222

5 new log cabins 
nestled in the 

hemlocks on 25 acres at 
the base of Whiteside 

Mountain.

Allan Dearth & Sons
Generator 

Sales & Service, Inc.

828-526-9325
Cell: 828-200-1139

email: allandearth@msn.com

Larry Houston
Rock Work

Walls • Fireplaces • Patios • Piers 
All Rock Work • Stucco

(828) 526-4138 or (828) 200-3551

• Residential or  
Commercial 

• Over 40 Years  
Experience 

• Fast and Dependable
• FREE Estimates

• FREE Pick-up and 
Delivery

American 
Upholstery 

Same Phone Numbers:
(864) 638-9661 cell: (864) 710-9106

105 Ashley Drive • Walhalla, SC 29691
(Same Owners: Morris & Rachel Bible)

MORALESPAINTINGSERVICES@GMAIL.COM

706.982.9768
828-226.5347

INTERIOR/EXTERIOR PAINTING • LAWN MAINTENANCE
HOUSE MAINTENANCE • QUALITY WORK

FULLY INSURED

• Interior and Exterior Painting
• Pressure Washing

• House Maintenance
• Drywall Repair

• Deck Repair
Quality Work • Fully Insured

Lupe Gonzales
avpintura@gmail.com

828-332-1539 or 678-873-2927

Viva Wellness
Stimulating Natural Healing

Live Pain Free with
Healthy CBD     Hemp Oil
Call 828-526-1566 for details

Dr. Kit Barker, PhD, Cellular Biology
5 Cottage Row • US 64 east

Loma Linda
Farm

Dog Boarding • Day Care
Pastoral Park

in Home and Leash Free
Lodging in the lap of luxury

(828) 421-7922
Highlands Nc

lomalindafarm@gmail.com
www.lomalindafarm.com NC License #10978

WE HAVE MOVED TO

Sample Books Available

Affordable Tree Services
 “I Cut Trees for Less!”

Trevor John
Rovert965@gmail.com

828-575-8512
References available



Highlands Automotive

Service
&

Repair

NC
Inspection

Station

2851 Cashiers Road • highlandsautomotive.com
828-787-2360

• Grading
• Excavating
• Driveways
• Build sites

• Hauling
• Septic Systems 

Edwin Wilson
Cell (828) 421-3643 

Office/fax (828) 526-4758
wilsongrading@yahoo.com 

Mendoza
Tree Expert

mendozatreeexpert@gmail.com

Quality Tree Care and Removal
Over 14 years experience

Juventino Mendoza
828-200-9217

Fully Insured • References Available
www.mendozatreeexpert.com
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Frady’s Moving
Your Professional Moving Service

License #9743 and Insured

Residential and Commercial Moving 
www.FradysMovingInc.com

864-638-2751
Toll-free 877-638-2751

FLATS TOWNSHIP – 48 TRANSACTIONS

• 6498521675, 391 CHASTAIN RD, MUNOZ,  JOSE A., 
203000, BILLINGSLEY,  CHARLES DARRELL, 9/11/2017 

• 6498524144, 376 CHASTAIN RD, ELLIS,  WILLIAM 
DALE JR, 95000, SLATER,  DONALD R.,  JR., 12/19/2017

• 7408114896, 55 WOOD VALLEY RD, MARZELLA,  
JAMES R. TR, 100000, CHARLES BISHOP PROPERTIES,  LLC, 
8/10/2017

• 7408125411, 177-203 WOOD VALLEY RD, TRMC 
PROPERTIES,  LLC, 450000, CHARLES BISHOP PROPERTIES,  
LLC, 11/21/2017

• 7408126040, 51 CREEKSIDE COVE S, ESTEP,  TIMO-
THY LEE, 135000, WALKER,  CHARLOTTE D, 8/25/2017

• 7408126431, 74 CREEKSIDE COVE N, TRMC PROPER-
TIES,  LLC, 450000, CHARLES BISHOP PROPERTIES,  LLC, 
11/21/2017

• 7408315610, 71 PEEK & PEAK DRIVE, SMITH,  
CHARLES DAVID, 190000, BARNES,  JAMES D, 8/15/2017

• 7408450584, 9468 DILLARD RD, WAVRA,  TYLER, 
270000, VOS,  TIMOTHY PAUL, 8/15/2017

• 7408531573, OFF HWY 106, ROCKY RIDGE INVEST-
MENT GROUP,  LLC, 60000, CALLAS,  LINDA S, 4/21/2017

• 7408541445, HWY 106, DAVIS,  JOHN M., 298000, 
BILLINGSLEY,  JACK L, 11/30/2017

• 7408553827, 108 HAPPY HILL RD, KINBACK,  STEVEN 
R., 162500, HOLDEN,  MARTIN LANCE, 4/7/2017

• 7408599069, 951 HIGHLAND GAP RD, GIGNILLIAT,  
HARRIS M., 600000, SOUTH,  JEFFERY M., 9/1/2017

• 7408635605, OFF HWY 106, ADDISON,  OLGA A., 
140000, BEACOM,  ROGER R, 3/28/2017

• 7408636333, OFF HWY 106, ADDISON,  OLGA A., 
140000, BEACOM,  ROGER R, 3/28/2017

• 7408868273, 8378 DILLARD RD, BOSDELL,  KYLE D., 
145000, GREEN,  KEVIN J, 7/18/2017

• 7409256266, OFF RD 1622, FERRIS,  ANDREA JANE 
JONES, 115000, JONES,  DURAND W, 7/14/2017

• 7409634296, 747 MCCONNELL RD, JONES,  HARRI-
SON II, 100000, MILLER,  JAMES L, 3/1/2017

• 7409697838, 340 EVANS CREEK RD, FLACK,  EMILY 
BAGWELL, 257500, MEDLEY,  BAGWELL SUSAN, 1/26/2017

• 7409698510, RD 1622, NEISWANDER,  MICHAEL J., 
10000, WIGGINS,  LESTER EUGENE, 3/7/2017

• 7409707953, 140 HICKORY RIDGE RD, WARTH,  DA-
VID W., 250000, DUNN,  WILLIAM J JR, 1/31/2017

• 7409726073, 1001 BROWNS MOUNTAIN RD, PEA-
COCK,  RANDY B., 119000, STUTZMAN,  EDGAR THOMAS, 
10/31/2017

• 7409757317, 26 RUNKEN LN, BLACK,  STEPHEN P., 
123000, HENDERSON,  ERNEST R, 11/9/2017

• 7409775359, 1615 BUCK KNOB RD, COPU,  ROBERT 
D., 147500, PETERSON,  ROBERT LLOYD, 10/6/2017

• 7409840727, 181 SHOAL CREEK RD, JOHNSTON,  
JANE SIMPSON, 150000, AWIS,  BRIAN E, 1/11/2017

• 7409971362, 120 LLOYD COVE RD, RICH,  BENJAMIN 

TROY, 250000, WILKES,  ALVIN L, 1/19/2017
• 7418093920, COLLECTORS LN, BRYSON ENTER-

PRISES LTD, 180000, BARNES,  CURTIS M., 5/5/2017
• 7418167737, HALE RIDGE RD, VINSON,  MONICA R., 

18500, LESLEY,  DIANE, 10/18/2017
• 7418167916, 770 HALE RIDGE RD, VINSON,  RYAN 

H., 110000, BARNES,  BESSIE D MRS, 11/21/2017
• 7418191319, RD 1625, BRYSON ENTERPRISES LTD, 

50000, NICHOLSON,  JESSICA JAMES, 6/9/2017
• 7418361422, 212 MOUNTAINVIEW DR, U.S.,  BANK 

NATIONAL ASSOCIATIO, 412500, PERRY,  ANN UPSHAW, 
8/23/2017

• 7418565062, OFF RD 1625, SANDERS,  JEFFREY T., 
75000, CAMPBELL,  MARGARET A. TRUSTEE, 8/7/2017

• 7419005378, 214 DRYMAN RIDGE RD, YOUNGS 
RENTAL HOUSES,  LLC, 127000, COLE,  SCOTT III TR, 
4/7/2017

• 7419006306, 206 DRYMAN RIDGE RD, YOUNGS 
RENTAL HOUSES,  LLC, 127000, COLE,  SCOTT III TR, 
4/7/2017

• 7419007196, 162 DRYMAN RIDGE RD, GILLETT,  
DARREN ALDEN TR, 136500, LOCKRIDGE,  ART JR. 
TRUSTEE, 8/9/2017

• 7419007432, DRYMAN RIDGE RD, YOUNGS RENTAL 
HOUSES,  LLC, 127000, COLE,  SCOTT III TR, 4/7/2017

• 7419022144, 83 WILDFLOWER RD, BOTTI,  DOUG-
LAS, 120000, WILDFLOWER CREEK LLC, 9/15/2017

• 7419022177, 89 WILFLOWER CRK, BRIMNER-
WHIELDON,  BETSY J., 110000, WILDFLOWER CREEK LLC, 
12/12/2017

• 7419119041, 7307 DILLARD RD, KESSINGER PROP-
ERTIES,  LLC, 1798000, THE BROADWAY GROUP,  LLC, 
5/3/2017

• 7419220685, 83 BELLWOOD DR, PRO VISION DE-
SIGN,  LLC, 35000, LUZIER,  HOMER W, 2/27/2017

• 7419278843, 86 BOB LONG MOUNTAIN RD, MU-
RACO,  STEPHEN, 150000, HUSKEY,  MARVIN T, 9/8/2017

• 7419414052, 106 WINFIELD FARM RD, GUERRERO,  
ARTURO, 670000, RENFROE,  ANNE L. TRUSTEE, 4/19/2017

• 7419414745, 30 EASTSIDE DUCK MOUNTAIN RD, 
ROGERS,  JIMMY K., 105000, ADAMSON,  EDGAR D.,  JR., 
8/24/2017

• 7419423046, 71 EASTSIDE DUCK MOUNTAIN RD, 
BOWEN,  PHILLIP A., 100000, LAMPP,  NORA PEARL LIFE 
ESTATE, 8/28/2017

• 7419530179, 71 EAST VIEW RD, KENNEDY,  DAVID A., 
305000, AIKEN,  ROBERT B, 8/31/2017

• 7419559514, 222 POND RD, GODFREY,  GAIL PIKE, 
225000, CLARY,  JAMES C JR., 7/28/2017

• 7500606550, EVANS CREEK RD, BAGWELL,  AN-
THONY M, 257500, MEDLEY,  BAGWELL SUSAN, 1/26/2017

• 7500607135, 350 EVANS CREEK RD, FLACK,  EMILY 
BAGWELL, 257500, MEDLEY,  BAGWELL SUSAN, 1/26/2017

PIN • PROP_ADDR • OWNER_NAME • SALES_PRICE • FIRST_GRANTOR_NAME • DATE_RECORDED

may come from Homeaway or VRBO, but those who dis-
cover Highlands and want to come back year after year often 
become property owners, and some start the cycle all over 
again by placing their new home in a rental program. 

Homeaway and others like them may be the engine that 
gets them here, but the journey really begins with people – 
real people, like you and me.

...INVESTING continued from page 9
• Jeannie and Tucker Chambers are owners of  Chambers Re-

alty & Vacation Rentals, and have over 44 years of  combined expe-
rience in real estate and the vacation rental market in Highlands and 
they know what works, and how to work it. Contact them through 
www.highlandsiscalling.com or see them at 401 N. Fifth Street in 
Highlands, or through email Jeannie@highlandsiscalling.com and-
tucker@highlandsiscalling.com.
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•classiFieDs•
HELP WANTED
CYPRUS INTERNATIONAL CUI-

SINE. Hiring All Positions. Please Contact 
Dan At Cyprus332@gmail.com. Or Visit Us 
At 332 Main St. Highland NC (st. 1/11) 

MOUNTAIN FRESH GROCERY 
has full and part-time positions available. 
Competitive wages in all positions. Please 
come in person to 521 east Main Street in 
Highlands to apply or call 828-526-2400.

• Food Server, Cashier and Barista 
(includes tips)

• Dishwasher
• Positions in the ice cream dept.
• Pizza
• Experienced Breakfast Cook
NOW HIRING for a P.C.A, C.N.A., 

and LPN at Chestnut Hill of HIghlands 
(828)526-5251. (st. 10/26) 

SALES ASSOCIATE FOR HIGH 

END CLOTHING STORE IN HIGH-
LANDS, NC. full time, part time and seasonal. 
Must be available to work weekends. Retail 
clothing sales experience preferred. Please call 
828-200-0928. (st. 5/25)

FURNITURE MAKERS/TRIM CAR-
PENTERS/CABINET INSTALLERS for 
full-time work in High-end cabinet shop in 
Highlands, NC. Please send resume to: info@
warthconstruction.com. (st. 3/2)

ITEMS FOR SALE
FIREWOOD FOR SALE. Seasoned 

hardwood.Call Matt at 828-482-2214. Please 
leave message. (st. 10/5)

SERVICES 
COMPASSIONATE CAREGIVER. 

Serving 3 families for the past 8 years. All 
aspects from Alzh/dementia, cancers, etc. 
CNA trained. All ADL’s, med dispense (cook-
ing and cleaning). Let me share my gift with 

your loved ones. Avail 24/7 AND holidays!!! 
(321)750-8400 (st. 12/14)

HOME MAID CLEANING SER-
VICE – No time to clean before the 
holidays? Give us a ring! Specializing in 
residential homes and vacation rentals. For 
a free estimate call (828) 371-1702. Check 
out our website at http://www.homemaid-
cleaningservicenc.com/. 12/21 

FIGHT BACK AGAINST PAR-
KINSON’S DISEASE with Rock Steady 
Boxing. Do you or someone you love have 
Parkinson’s? Classes at Highlands Rec Cen-
ter starting soon. Join the fun! As seen on 
CBS Sunday. Rock Steady Coach Hank Miller. 
ACSM Certified Exercise Physiologist. Call 
828-305-9713 or visit maconjackson.rsbaf-
filiate.com.

HEALTHY COOKING CLASSES 
IN YOUR HOME. Learn simple techniques 
& recipes to make fresh foods taste delicious, 
as you save money and improve your health! 
Call Medea Galligan, MS Nutrition, Health 
Coach at 828-989-9144 and leave your name 
& number to schedule your class. 

PET SITTING-Excellent care for 
your furry friend(s!) Call Highlands Critter 
Sitter @ 404) 409-8259. Excellent refer-
ences. (st. 11/16)

HIGH COUNTRY PHOTO/KEVIN 
VINSON: scanning photos, slides & negatives 
to CD or DVD for easier viewing. Video trans-
fer to DVD. Everything done in house. Leave 
message at 828-526-5208. (st. 8/24)

GUTTERS CLEANED, debris re-
moved, metal fabrication for flashing for 
chimney/roof repair. References. Call Danny. 
828-371-1103. (st. 9/28)

CALL OWEN LANDSCAPING 
and yardwork for private and commercial. 
828-577-8974. (st. 9/14) 

H A N D I - M A N  –  E l e c t r i c a l , 
plumbing,painting, carpentry, yard work. Cal-
lAl at 828-332-7271 or 828-369-6245 

HOUSE WATCH CARE EXTRO-
DINAIRE – Retired building contractor.
For an interview or appointment call Ron 
at 828-421-3215 or 706-782-6114. Excellent 
references. (9/28)

WINDOW CLEANING. insured and 
experienced. Call for free estimate 828-342-
8447 (st. 8/31) 

MOLD AND MUSTY SMELL IN 
YOUR HOME? Call for free inspection. 
828-743-0900.

RENTALS 
TWO SMALL OFFICE SPACES 

near town, or combine for 800 square feet.  
828-526-5558. (st. 1/11) 

2 BED PLUS OFFICE, 2 bath. Next 
to hospital. Year-round. $1100/mth plus utili-
ties. Call 828-200-1064 (or leave message). 
(st. 1/11) 

VACATION RENTAL: In-town 
Highlands 3bd/3ba, walk-to-town condo. 
Book now! Available fall 2017 & 2018. $2500 
week includes housekeeping. https://www.
vrbo.com/4473684ha more info at Cham-
bers Agency 828-526-3717. 

REAL ESTATE/BIZ FOR SALE
1 BED WITH BONUS ROOM 

FOR RENT OR SALE. Rocky Knob gated 
community. $800/mth or $180,000. Call 
828-484-9290 or 828-333-2457. (st. 11/9)

3.20 ACRES UNRESTRICTED. 
Power underground, borders National for-
est, 190 degree view. 10 min to Main Street. 
3 septic fields, 1 well 7 g p.m. 2 house foun-
dations established and approved by county 
inspectors. 2Bed/2Bath Clayton home liv-
able while building. Spring rights and more 
land available. For beautiful sunsets contact 
gracefamilia@yahoo.com. (st. 9/21)

1.21 ACRES FOR SALE BY 
OWNER - OTTO, NC - $28,000. Lot 
12 Quail Haven Road. Otto, NC. Price not 
firm...open for negotiation. Please email if 
interested to ddmarsh15@aol.com or call/
text to 239-980-0531. If no answer please 
leave a message. (st. 7/20) 

Have You Fixed Your
Dirt Crawl Space?

There are three things that destroy materials in general and wood in  
particular: water, heat and ultra violet radiation. Of those, water is by far 
the most destructive.

Protect your home from:
• Mold
• Bugs
• Structural Damage
• Smells & Odors
• Loss of Storage Space
• Radon Gas
• Rising Energy Costs

The earth in your dirt crawl space is the major source 
of moisture in your home! This moisture is carried 
up into your house from the natural upward air flow  
created from rising heat. 

Call for a FREE Estimate on the Dry Crawl Spaces 
Crawl Space Encapsulation System.

DryCrawlSpaces.com • 828-743-0900

Larry Rogers 
Construction Company, Inc.

Excavating • Grading • Trucking Trackhoe 
Backhoe • Utilities 

(828) 526-2874

thanize those who become inconvenient. We 
enthusiastically support a right to suicide. We 
celebrate violence in many forms of  the media. 
We glorify death in video games. And the list 
could go on. Why should it surprise us when our 
children show so little regard for life? We teach 
them to disdain it! Whatever happened to, “life, 
liberty and the pursuit of  happiness?”

Since all life comes from and belongs to 
God, and furthermore, since he sacrificed his 
life that we may live—and in so doing called us 
all to sacrificially promote life—should we not 
all at least take an un-hypocritical stand for life? 
Custer did. Jesus did. We’re all supposed to.

The future and life lie before us. Let us 
make a new year’s resolution with real substance, 
lets resolve to take a stand for life. A stand to 
maximally promote human life in here and now 
and eternally, or at least a stand to lovingly ex-
pose the hypocrisy of  those who say they sup-
port human life while working to minimize it.

...SPIRITUALLY 
SPEAKING continued 
from page 10
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Main Street Inn & Bistro 
828-526-2590 • mainstreet-inn.com

“Ace is the Place.”

At Main & 3rd streets
Highlands 526-2157

Hardware
Reeves

3

www.highlandsiscalling.com
828-526-3717 

11

Country Club Properties
“Your local hometown 

Real Estate professionals.”
3 Offices 828-526-2520

www.CCPHighlandsNC.com

2

33

“Artfully uniting extraordinary properties  
with extraordinary lives.”

114 N. 4th Street • Highlands, NC

sheryl.wilson@sothebysrealty.com • highlandssir.com

“Highlands is calling  
and I must go.”

Sheryl Wilson
office: 828.526.8300 • cell: 828.337.0706

BRIAN RENFRO
828-226-0118
brianrenfro@gmail.com
www.brianrenfro.com

Pam Nellis 
BROKER 

828-787-1895
pamela.nellis@yahoo.com 

� 
LANDMARK 
REAL ESTATE SALES 8: VACATION RENTALS 

A�u.o:-,n, 

www.LandmarkRG.com I 828-526-4663 I 225 Main St.
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Suzanne McDavid
Broker

cell: (678) 276-6133 • Off: (828) 526-8300

33

401 N 5th St., Highlands

13

SILVER EAGLE 

349 Main Street, Highlands, NC
828.526.5190 silvereaglegallery.com

Native American Jewelry
  Crystal & Gem Gallery

Joe Deckman, Broker
347.749.6468 • deckman43@gmail.com

Kay Deckman, Broker
917.363.5700. • kaydeckman@yahoo.com

114 N. 4th St., Highlands

13



www.firemt.com • (800) 775-4446

cashmere
Scotland’s Best Knitwear

McCULLEY’S

“Top of the Hill”

242 S. 4th St.

Open 7 days a week
526-4407

33

DAV ID 
BOCK 
BUILDERS 

www.BockBuilders.com 828-526-2240 

828-526-2338

30 ...on the Verandah 
Restaurant

on Lake Sequoyah

www.ontheverandah.com

Open Year-Round – Open 7 days a week
343-D Main Street. • 526-4035

Lunch daily 
11a-4p

Closed Wed.
Dinner at 

5:30p
Mon., Tues, 
Thurs., Fri., 

Sat.

Paoletti

#1 Broker 
Highlands/Cashiers  

2010-2016 per  
Highlands-Cashiers MLS

www.highlandssir.com
7

8

9

6

 5

Pat Allen 
Broker-in-charge

A Top Producer for 13 Years

Cell: 828-200-9179 
pat@patallenrealtygroup.com 

Office: 828-526-8784
295 Dillard Road

Highlands, NC 28741  5

Not the Biggest ... Just the Best!

www.patallenrealtygroup.com 

BROKERS:
Christy Harris
404-229-8737 
Julie Osborn
828-200-6165

Sherman Pope 
828-342-4277
Cy Timmons 
828-200-9762

Steve Sheppard
404-219-1349
Sheila Welch
828-342-0695

Visit 
InnovationAndCreativityInstitute.com 

for details or call  
Susie deVille at (828) 371-2079.

The best leaders  
are the most dedicated learners.

• Real-World Training & Coaching  
 for Entrepreneurs & Leaders 
• Curated Innovation Experiences 
• Custom Programs

Jody Lovell • 828-526-4104

Join us for our 34th year!
Opening for Dinner from 5 p.m.

late March, early April

Please call for reservations.
526-4906

Reopening 
Feb. 14

www.wildthymegourmet.com


