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It’s starting to look a lot like spring!

Spring is on the march as shown in this shot of Lake Glenville taken by Linda Barden, but on Ground-
hog Day, Friday, Feb. 2, Punxsutawney Phil saw his shadow and according to legend, we’re in for a 
couple more weeks of winter. 

The Macon County Board 
of  Commissioners first voted to 
suspend the county’s grading li-
cense program in February 2017. 
Recently, commissioners voted to 
continue the program’s suspen-
sion after significant input from 
Macon County residents. 

Following last February 
County Commission, County 
Manager Derek Roland issued a 
statement from the county: “On 
February 13, 2018, the Macon 
County Board of  Commission-
ers voted 4-1 to (1) to extend the 
suspension of  the Macon County 
Grading License Program until 
such time as the North Carolina 
Sedimentation Control Commis-
sion has concluded their review 

County 
suspends 
grading 
license 

program
Awaiting input from 

the state

Zachary Park could get a 
boost from county officials in the 
coming year if  the Macon County 
Capital Improvement Plan (CIP) is 
adopted. 

Macon County Commission-
ers were presented with a final copy 
of  the CIP completed by Daven-

Zachary Park on CIP list for funding 
port & Company last month. They 
and are in the process of  consid-
ering nearly a dozen projects pro-
posed for the next 10 years, includ-
ing $250,000 for improvements 
at Zachary Park off  Buck Creek 
Road in Highlands. 

The project, which is pro-

posed for the coming fiscal year, 
would create new soccer fields at 
the facility and would give High-
lands another soccer field in town. 

The bulk of  the estimated 
quarter million dollars comes in 
grading costs and to relocate exist-

• See ZACHARY page 6

Customers  
to foot the 

bill for 
Duke’s 
coal ash 
cleanup
Last Friday, the NC Utilities 

Commission ruled in Duke Ener-
gy’s favor, that is, customers, not 
Duke, are financially liable for the 
costs associated with Duke’s coal-
ash clean-up.

Since this began three years 
ago, Kevin O’Donnell with Nova 
Energy, who is the town’s liai-
son with Duke Energy has been 
saying that he expected the NC 
Utilities Commission to only give 
Duke half  of  what it requested –
but that was not to be.

Duke can now recover 
$202.4 million of  the more than 
$240 million it sought from cus-
tomers for upgrading its coal-ash 
operations to meet new state and 

• See COAL ASH page 7

• See ORDINANCES page 8

Three proposed code and 
UDO changes were discussed 
at the February Planning Board 
meeting – Dam Impoundment 
Drainage, Boat Docks and Hous-
es on Lake Sequoyah and Com-

munity Design.
The board wasn’t ready to fi-

nalize the Boat Docks and Houses 
on Lake Sequoyah or the Com-
munity Design ordinances, but the 
Impoundment Drainage was ac-

cepted as presented by Town Plan-
ner Andrew Bowen. The Town 
Board will get the final say at its 
March meeting.

The draining of  impound-

PB works on amending ordinances
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Basketball’s March Mad-
ness is near, and Duke’s in 
the hunt. Another mad-

ness is in the state, and it looks 
like another bigger Duke has 
nailed its prey, their rate-payers. 
Those consumers will cover 
Duke’s coal ash mismanagement, 
while investors dodge Duke’s 
bullet.

Last year I wrote about 
my Asheville trip to testify at a 
North Carolina Utilities Com-
mission hearing in the Duke Progress rate 
increase case. Duke wanted, among other 
things, 232 million dollars for Duke Prog-
ress’ portion for coal ash remediation costs.

While Highlands is a wholesale cus-
tomer and was not a stakeholder in the 
Duke Progress case, Kevin O’Donnel 
our consultant, encouraged me to attend 
and speak on behalf  of  Highlands. Kevin 
helped me write a statement and went with 
me.

The statement we drafted acknowl-
edged that Highlands as a Duke wholesale 
customer was not a stakeholder in the rate 
increase under review, but the decision by 
the Utilities Commission would set a pre-
cedence for all other coal ash rate requests 
across the state, impacting Duke Carolina’s 
retail and wholesale customers.

I didn’t get to fully make that 
point, or a complete my statement 
before the Utilities Commission. 
Chairman Finely cut me off  and 
stressed during multiple interrup-
tions that I and the town had no 
standing in this rate hearing.

There was another Utilities 
Commission rate case hearing 
in January. This hearing was in 
Franklin, and Duke of  the Caroli-
nas was making the request for the 
16% rate increase that included 

coal ash costs. I decided not to attempt to 
speak at this hearing. Chairman Finely would 
most likely have treated me the same way. 
Kevin didn’t recommend me attending.

Furthermore, in a recent article the 
Duke CEO stated that Duke would take 
legal action all the way to the NC Supreme 
Court if  the NC Utilities Commission did 
not grant full coal ash recovery costs. That 
threatened legal action could take years and 
cost the state millions. The Public Staff, a 
state body who represents consumers, had 
recommended to commissioners to allow 
about half  of  the requested cost.

This past week the Utilities Commis-
sion issued their final decision concerning 
Duke Progress coal ash costs. Duke Prog-
ress was allowed 202 million instead of  the 
232 that they requested. Kevin O’Donnell 
says it’s a bad precedent for Duke customers 
in the impending case for Duke of  the Caro-
linas and for small wholesale distributors like 
Highlands.

Duke will probably get almost every-
thing they have requested, thus making 

protracted litigation unlikely. In this tour-
nament of  madness Duke and their stock-
holders win, their customers lose.

Duke officials made the decision that 
customers will be the sole bearers of  coal 
ash costs. Ironically, there is some new in-
formation that Duke knew the environmen-
tal problem posed by coal ash as far back as 

the 1980s, but took no action. Highlands 
Electric Utility customers will see their 
portion of  coal ash costs on monthly bills. 
The Duke Carolina and Duke Progress 
customers will not. The coal ash costs 
will be embedded in their higher monthly 
bills. Now that’s real madness, or at least it 
makes folks mad.

Duke and their stockholders win, their customers lose
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• See LETTER page 5

•Obituary•

� MOUNTAIN FRESH GRO€ERY 
WHAl'S NEW?i 

WEEKDAY GRAB & GO 
BREAKFAST AND LUNCH 

NO WAIT. NO LINES. MADE FRESH EVERY MONDAY 
THROUGH FRIDAY 

GRAB & GO EARLY RISER BREAKFAST 7 TO 9AM 
FEATURING ••• 

BACON, EGG AND CHEESE CROISSANTS W/A CUP OF 
COFFEE 3.99 

SAUSAGE, EGG AND CHEESE BISCUITS W/A CUP OF COFFEE 
3.99 

BACON, EGG AND CHEESE BISCUITS W/A CUP OF 
COFFEE 3.99 

CHICKEN TENDERS BISCUIT W/A CUP OF COFFEE 3.99 
EGG & CHORIZO BREAKFAST WRAP W/A CUP OF 

COFFEE 3.99 
HASH BROWNS 89¢ 

FRESH CUT FRUIT SALADS 2.50 

GRAB & GO LUNCH 11AM TO 2PM 
ALL SANDWICHES AND GRILL ITEMS 

COME WITH A BOTTLED WATER 
CHICKEN TENDERS SANDWICH ON A HOMEMADE BUN 5.99 

ALL BEEF HOT DOG 2.99 
FRESH GROUND CHEESEBURGER ON A HOMEMADE BUN 5.99 
MADE IN HOUSE BBQ SANDWICH ON A HOMEMADE BUN 5.99 

DELI SANDWICHES 4.99 I POTATO TOTS 1.99 
PLUS FRESH SALADS & FRESH CUT FRUIT 

LUNCH DELIVERY FOR BUSINESSES! 
ENJOY YOUR FULL LUNCH BREAK AND LET US 

BRING LUNCH TO YOU. 
INDIVIDUAL LUNCHES AND CORPORATE CATERING PLATTERS 

FULL GRILL MENU: BURGERS, GRILLED CHICKEN, 
CHICKEN TENDERS, DAILY SPECIALS .•. 

FULL DELI MENU: SANDWICHES, PANINI, SOUPS AND 
SALADS 

PIZZA: DECK OVEN PIZZAS, NEAPOLITAN PIZZAS, 
PASTA AND STROMBOLI AND SUBS 

PLATTERS: CHICKEN TENDERS, SANDWICH TRAYS, 
FRUIT, CHEESE PLATTERS ... 

AVAILABLE IN THE HIGHLANDS BUSINESS DISTRICT AND 
SURROUNDING AREA. MONDAY THROUGH FRIDAY 11AM 

TO 2PM. CALL US AT 828-526-2400. TAKING ORDERS 

COOKING FOR HIGHLANDS 
MON-SAT OPEN AT 7AM AND SUNDAYS AT 8AM 

CORNER OF FIFTH & MAIN, HIGHLANDS NC • 828.526.2400 • MFGRO.COM 
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Wesley T. Wilson, of  
Sarasota, FL and High-
lands, NC, passed away on 
February 15, 2018 in Sara-
sota. He was born in Erie, 
PA and moved to Sarasota 
in 1953 from North East, 
PA. He went to River-
side Military Academy 
in Gainesville, GA and 
graduated from Riverview 
High School in Sarasota. 
Upon graduation he at-
tended Cincinnati College of  Mortuary 
Science receiving his Funeral Directors 
degree. Mr. Wilson was in business with 
his father, Dean M. Wilson, who ran Wil-
son Funeral Home in Sarasota which lat-
er became Toale Brothers Wilson Chapel.

Mr. Wilson moved to Highlands, 
NC in 1986 and became owner of  Le 
Pavillon Women’s Apparel Store with his 
wife Phyllis Wilson. Mrs. Wilson prede-
ceased him in 2010.

He was a member of  Trinity United 
Methodist Church in Sarasota, Highlands 
United Methodist Church in Highlands, 
NC, Cary B. Fish Lodge (Phoenix) 346 
F&AM of  Sarasota, Scottish Rite Valley 

Wesley T. Wilson
10/10/41 – 2/15/18

of  Tampa, FL, charter mem-
ber of  Sahib Shrine Temple 
in Sarasota, member of  the 
Sarasota Chamber of  Com-
merce, Sertoma Club of  
Sarasota, Village Green Golf  
Club, member of  the High-
lands Chamber of  Com-
merce, and a board member 
of  First Union National 
Bank of  Highlands. 

He is survived by his 
Sister in Law Sandra (Scott) 

Culleny of  Nokomis, FL; nephew Steven 
Culleny of  Nokomis; Brother in Law Steve 
Shivley of  Beckley, W.VA; Cousins Dennis 
Jones of  Dunnellon, FL and Patricia Ma-
caulay of  Marietta, GA; Friends Barbara 
Welch of  Highlands, NC, the Toale Family 
and John Savary of  Sarasota.

Visitation will be Friday March 2nd 
from 3pm to 4pm, at Toale Brothers Colo-
nial Chapel – 40 North Orange Avenue in 
Sarasota, with services to follow. A grave-
side service will be later at North East Cem-
etery in North East, PA. In lieu of  flower, 
please direct memorial contributions to: 
Tidewell Hospice in Sarasota or the Shri-
ner’s Hospital for Children in Tampa, FL.

•Letter•
Please don’t pave Sunset Road

I just came down from a thoroughly enjoyable hike up Sunset. Naturally, in light of  
the recent discussion in the papers about the fate of  that road, I was contemplating alter-
natives to the paving I so don’t want to see.

True there is, in places, a gravel runoff  problem. Surely some barrier fences that 
would allow water flow and yet hold the gravel in could be designed and installed. Prob-
ably even less than the cost of  paving.

The town did a great job repairing the damage to the road from that last big storm 
that caused exceptional flood damage all over. The question arises – how often does the 
town do that? With proper drainage control it would be less, right? And why couldn’t it 

•Thank You•
The family of  Neville Wilson who passed away on January 21st, wishes to acknowl-

edge the many acts of  kindness shown to them during the time of  his illness and death.
Neville loved Highlands, he loved every season, but most of  all he loved its people. 

Over 300 people came to show their respect on the day of  his memorial service. The 
family was over whelmed by this ministry to them.

The nurses and staff  of  Highlands-Cashiers Hospital, Hospice, and most of  all Dr. 
Patti Wheeler we will never forget the loving care he received.

His church family at First Baptist Church, the church he loved with all his heart, we 
thank you for the beautiful service, and to the ladies who created a forest service theme 
for the meal, and all who provided the delicious food, we will always remember you.

In Christ love, 
Kathleen, Terry, Wade and Ethel



• Highlands Area Dining •

Open Year Round • 6 days

Asia House
Japanese • Asian• Thai • Hibachi Cuisine

Serving Lunch and Dinner Year-Round.
Gourmet Foods, Full Service Bar
Town Square at 343-D Main St. • Highlands

828-526-4035

Serving Lunch 
Mon-Sun • 11a to 4p

Closed Wednesdays

Mon. thru Thurs., 11a to 10p
Fri., & Sat., 11a to 11 p

Sun., noon to 10p
828-787-1680 or 828-787-1900

We Cater!
151 Helen’s Barn Avenue

DINNER: 
Mon.-Thurs. 5-9p • Fri.-Sun. 5-10p

For reservations call: 526-4429
Main Street • Highlands

Cyprus  
International Cuisine

Sports Page 
Sandwich Shoppe

Monday:Saturday
Breakfast: 7:30:10:30am 

Lunch: Until 2:30pm

Now Serving Breakfast & 
Lunch All Year Long!

Full cooked-to-order breakfast &
Daily Lunch Specials.

314 main Street, Highlands • (828) 526-3555

Homemade in House
Open Everyday

11a.m until
423 N. 4th Street • 828-526-5188

Breakfast & Lunch
Tuesday-Saturday

7a to 3p
Sunday • 8a to 2p

Daily Fresh Selection of Pastries & Baked Goods
137 Main Street • Wright Square • 828-487-4633

Coffee • Espresso Drinks
Smoothies • Hot Soup
Paninis • Baked Goods

On Main Street • Highlands
7 days a week • 7a to 6p • 526-0020

Serving Dinner 
from 5:30p 

Mon., Tues., Thurs., Fri., & Sat.
Closed Wed. & Sun.

NEW HOURS NEW HOURS

Closed Wednesdays

Reopening March 5
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828-526-2338

...on the Verandah 
Restaurant

on Lake Sequoyah
www.ontheverandah.com

US 64 west • Highlands

Open:
Fridays 

and 
Saturdays 

828-526-3807

Southern Living: “Best Place for Dinner in Highlands”

March hours:
Wed., Thurs., Fri., & Sat.

www.wolfgangs.net

Celebrating our 24th Season

.tlW.tl�I) Sl�IIS 
The Shape of Water 

Sally Hawkins, Octavia Spencer, Michael Shannon 

Fri 3/2- Tues 3/6 
at2,5, &8pm 

*No 8pm show on Sun

Adventure/Sci-fi 

Rated R 123 min. 

Tickets are $10 

For more information or 
to purchase tickets 

see our website 
HighlandsPlayhouse.ORG 

362 Oak Street 
828.526.2695 ���, 

COMINC.SOON 

Highlands• 
Playhouse 

Tickets for our 2018 eason goon' sale March 1st for 
Patrons and Season Ticket discounts! See our 

website for more details. 
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Weekend 
Special for 
March 2-3 

4 Crab Cakes XI 
Polenta with creamed spina;;;g 

Salad for 2 
Rolls 

Bread pudding for 2 
$27.95 

We Prepare-You Cook & Heat! 
526-2762

We will be closed March 4 -12

part of  the job description to maintain that road? I can’t 
think of  many things I would rather see my tax dollars 
spent on.

I wasn’t alone walking up the trail/road. And I love to 
see the families with children from near and far enjoying 
what for some is a rate nature experience. It is also used by 
a lot of  locals to get exercise. Young adults use it for some-
thing to do in Highlands or to train for athletic purposes. 
People enjoy walking their dogs there. There are numer-
ous reasons to keep it either as it is or preferably closed to 
vehicles.

Probably the most important reason not to pave is that 
people would then drive faster because that is what people 
do and it would then be unsafe not to mention unpleasant 
for pedestrians. Consequently, the road would have to be 
widened and frankly that would ruin it as a nature excur-
sion.

Sure, we could get to the top faster, take our 100 steps 
out to the rock, look out for five minutes and go home 
and sit on our hind-ends and wonder how we are going to 
entertain our guests for the rest of  their stay. But remember 
America NEEDS to walk! What better place then Sunset 
Trail? It has the advantage of  being right off  Main Street 
and therefore easy to direct people to. Plus, it feels very fre-
quented and that tends to make people less familiar with the 
woods feel safer than they might feel on a forest trail. It’s 
just the right length for exercise and/or pleasure and if  you 
want more you can cross the street to the Nature Center or 
the lake behind.

When I came to Highlands as a child, a hike up Sun-
set with a picnic in tow was an event. In those days it was 
mostly pedestrians who used it. It has only been in the last 
20 years that it has been made accessible to all vehicles. I say 
let’s go back to all pedestrian or 4-wheel drive and peds only 
with minimal maintenance. 

My personal preference, as you might have guessed, is 
to close the road to vehicles and let it be of  service to us as 
a wonderful hike right here in town.

Sarah Harkins
Highlands

...LETTER from page 3

of  the North Carolina Sedimentation Control Rules. In 
addition, the Commission (2) tasked the Macon County 
Planning Board with the research and development of  edu-
cational materials highlighting best management practices 
within the grading industry. Upon completion, these educa-
tional materials would be made available upon request. All 
other applicable local and state regulations pertaining to the 
soil, erosion and sedimentation control remain in effect and 
unchanged. This includes the state modeled Soil Erosion 
and Sedimentation Control Ordinance which has been in 
place in Macon County since 2001.”

On a motion by Chairman Jim Tate and seconded by 
Commissioner Gary Shields, the board voted to continue 
to suspend the county’s grading license program with the 
intent of  either eliminating it or improving it as well as wait-
ing to receive word back from the state in anticipation of  
expected changes by the state. 

The state is currently in the process of  considering re-
visions to the ordinance; any rules, amendments or changes 
put in place by the state would supersede any local ordinanc-
es or amendments. In his motion, Tate also requested the 

Macon County Planning Board create educational materials 
for grading practices in the county.

“I want us to make an informed decision and to do 
what is right,” said Tate. “We are not elected to take the 
easy way out; we need to study the issues at hand and rally 
the group together to reach some sort of  consensus.”

The county’s grading license program, which was en-
acted in 2008, relies on definitions in the state ordinance 
such as the definition of  “land disturbing activity.” Tate 
said he didn’t want the county to continue spending time 
and effort on revisions to the local program, only for it 
to be all for naught if  the state’s revision supersedes the 
county’s. The state is irevising its ordinance. 

“I am for the education component to be built in, we 
can’t expect people to read minds or read between the lines. 
The educational component is necessary for understand-
ing,” said Shields. 

Commissioner Paul Higdon cast the lone vote against 
Tate’s motion to keep the proposed amendments to the 
grading license program suspended. Prior to voting on 
Tate’s motion, Higdon made two motions to scrap the 
proposed amendments to the grading license program. 
Both motions failed due to lack of  a second by another 
commissioner. Higdon stated he wanted to “suspend this 
thing completely” as he felt there wasn’t a need to tempo-
rarily suspend the program, because in his opinion, Macon 
County’s entire grading license program serves no purpose.

“I think we just need to clean the slate up and get rid 
of  it [the proposed amendments to the ordinance],” said 
Higdon. “We are just adding a fourth layer of  bureaucracy, 
and the license is a useless piece of  paper not recognized 
anywhere except in Macon County. And I just think we 
have more important things we need to work on, such as 
the upcoming budget and capital improvement plan.”

...GRADING continued from page 1



526-5999
Located at 680 N. 4th. St., Highlands

Open Mon-Sat 10a to 5p

Carrying a wide variety of 
natural products for your  

Mind, Body & Home.

Organic Fresh Juices & Smoothies  
and Salads “On the Go!”

Open Everyday!

COREY JAMES GALLERY
Estate Furniture SALE  
at Winter Discount!

On the corner of 3rd & Spring
(828) 526-4818
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•HC Hospital News•

Jackie Medland
president

Hospital data tells important story and 
drives performance

All of  us at Highlands-
Cashiers Hospital, the 
Eckerd Living Center 

and our affiliated practices strive 
to provide the very best care for 
our community members.  And 
though it might sound unexcit-
ing, data is a primary driver of  
improving our performance.  

Data provides daily, weekly, 
monthly and yearly “snapshots” 
about the quality of  care we 
provide.  In fact, hospitals and 
healthcare systems through-
out the country are required to 
make objective clinical outcome 
information available to the public (see 
Hospital Compare at https://www.medi-
care.gov/hospitalcompare/search.html? ). 

We routinely study what’s going well, 
and when something doesn’t go well, we 
determine if  it’s a one-time, isolated event 
or if  it is indicative of  a trend that we 
should address.  Data comes to us in many 
ways – from fact-based, patient informa-
tion included in the medical record to an-
ecdotal patient stories.  Simply put, data in 
all of  its forms offers us a valuable glimpse 
into our performance.  

An example of  how data drives High-
lands-Cashiers Hospital’s performance 
is the recent case of  a patient who came 
to us and ultimately required transfer to 

Mission Hospital in Asheville. 
Unexpectedly, the patient ex-
perienced a prolonged stay in 
our emergency department 
and appropriately voiced con-
cerns when following up after 
discharge. As a result, we have 
further refined our triage sys-
tem (how we determine the 
urgency of  a case for transfer). 
Every time there’s a concern 
raised in our community, we 
conduct a thorough investiga-
tion and look at every aspect 
of  the care process from be-
ginning to end. We also com-

pare the patient’s experience and care 
against rigorous national standards.

Our community can take comfort in 
knowing that we are a high quality care 
provider, as noted by a recent recognition 
by the Chartis Center for Rural Health/
iVantage Health. We received a 2017 Per-
formance Leader award for successful 
outcomes in the areas of  quality, safety 
and low rates of  readmission, infection 
and mortality.     

Our performance data, coupled with 
regular community dialogue, help us cre-
ate a better health system, together. We 
will continue to use this data construc-
tively and consciously to make our com-
munity stronger and healthier!

ing facilities to make better use of  the park. 
Zachary Park has been a growing fa-

cility in Highlands for the last 10 years. its 
growth dates back to October 2007 when 
the county paid $50,000 for 1.7 acres to ex-
pand it from the original 4.8 acres. 

Then, in December 2007 the county 
purchased an additional two acres. 

The Zachary siblings, five sisters and a 
brother, made Zachary Park on Buck Creek 
possible nearly two decades ago when they 
sold the family homeplace to the county. 
They said they wanted the children of  High-
lands and Macon County to have a place to 
play. Their property represented one of  the 
few relatively flat pieces of  property in the 
Highlands area suitable for sports fields.

Over the years, the county has part-
nered with Highlands to maintain Zachary 
Park, which provides recreational activities 
to all residents of  the county. 

Macon County’s CIP is currently just 
a recommendation. The plan was created 
to develop a 10-year master plan for capital 
needs throughout the county. 

Department heads in Macon County 
submitted requests to the consulting firm 
which evaluated them based on need and 
feasibility. 

The county can choose to implement 
the proposals in the CIP or to have the doc-
ument just sit on the shelf. At this point, 

commissioners are reviewing the CIP and 
will prioritize projects. In total, departments 
requested $145 million in capital needs over 
the next 10 years. 

The largest requests came from Ma-
con County Schools (MCS) — $72 million 
— and Southwestern Community College 
(SCC) — $27 million. 

MCS requested $300,000 annually for 
technology upgrades and $300,000 for capi-
tal improvements each year for 10 years. 

The majority of  the funds – roughly $60 
million – is needed fpr rebuilding Franklin 
High School. County leaders have discussed 
the possibility of  rebuilding the school for 
the last five years, and with more than a mil-
lion dollars in essential needs currently at the 
facility, such as a new parking lot and football 
field, the district as well as county leaders be-
lieve building a new facility is inevitable. 

SCC wants to build a science building at 
the Macon County campus, an $8.6 million 
request. It also wants to build a public safety 
building for nearly $10 million.

Macon County Manager Derek Roland 
said the CIP,  is only in the initial stages of  
planning. Commissioners will look at the re-
quests during this budget’s workshops and 
will weigh the requests against outside fund-
ing options, project feasibility, and commu-
nity support. 

...ZACHARY continued from page 1



Highlands Newspaper - Thurs., March 1, 2018 - 828-200-1371 - Page 7

federal regulations.
Plus, Duke customers will pay all costs 

of  cleaning up the coal ash.
A couple of  pluses: the commission 

imposed a $30 million “mismanagement 
penalty” on the company and rejected its 
proposal to include a separate $129 million 
charge it wanted to put in the rate base for 
ongoing costs. 

If  past behavior is any indication, it’s 
likely Duke will try to recoup the misman-
agement penalty with rate hikes.

Now that the NC Utilities Commis-
sion has made its final ruling, the town must 
charge its customers fees to help Duke re-
coup money it paid out in 2015, 2016, 2017 
and what it expects to dish out in 2018 for 
coal ash clean-up and for upgrading its coal-
ash operations to meet new state and fed-
eral regulations. So far, Highlands’ portion 
is $191,472.

So, through December 2018, High-
lands’ 2,361 residential customers will con-
tinue to see an increase of  about $4.05 per 
month in their utility bill. The same for its 
451 commercial customers who will contin-
ue see an increase of  about $14.05 monthly.

The coal-ash costs approved by the 

commission are what the company spent 
through 2017. Duke estimates the total 
cost for cleaning up in its Carolinas’ coal-
ash operations at about $2.6 billion. 

If  the recent ruling is any indication, in 
all probability Duke customers – wholesale 
and retail – will be footing the bill through 
ongoing rate hikes into the future.

According to Mayor Pat Taylor, Duke 
will probably get almost everything it has 
requested, thus making protracted litiga-
tion unlikely. 

“In this tournament of  madness Duke 
and their stockholders win, their customers 
lose,” he said.

Earlier this year, Duke Carolinas said it 
had removed almost 3 million tons of  coal 
ash at three facilities, including the Dan 
River plant. Duke Progress had removed 
about 2 million tons from its Asheville and 
Sutton plants. 

Duke Progress serves largely eastern 
North Carolina and the region immediately 
around Asheville in the mountains. Duke 
Carolinas serves most of  the western part 
of  the state, including Charlotte. Both are 
subsidiaries of  Duke Energy Corp.

–   Kim Lewicki

...COAL ASH continued from page 1•Investing at 4,118 Ft•

Lynn Kimball, Broker
Berkshire Hathaway 

HomeServices
Meadows Mountain 

Realty

Is it a Real Estate phenomenon?

What’s all the flurry 
around the real estate 
market in the High-

lands area? I will step out and 
call it not less than a miracle!

January and February sales 
are at a RECORD HIGH for 
these winter months…at least in 
the 34 years I have been in the 
real estate business in Highlands.

We are seeing multiple of-
fers on the same property. When 
priced appropriately, many 
homes are coming on the mar-
ket and going under contract 
quickly. With this huge jump we 
are seeing lesser inventory which helps to 
bring up the prices.

To what do we attribute this kind of  
“dead of  winter” activity? Buyers are expe-
riencing a major shift in the overall econo-
my. Tax reform, the incredible rise in the 
stock market, more jobs and better wages is 
certainly helping. Particularly in the High-
lands area market where the second- or 
third-home market is the majority of  our 
market. These buyers make decisions based 
on the earnings of  their investments.

The recession is officially 
over folks! It’s been a long haul 
over the past 8 – 10 years. 

For sellers, now is the time 
to prepare your home for sale 
and get it listed with an experi-
enced, professional Realtor®. 
This Realtor® will help guide 
you through the preparation pro-
cess.

For buyers, find a Realtor® 
who will be looking out for your 
interests from viewing proper-
ties through the closing process. 
Although it may be fun looking 
at properties for your consider-

ation, the entire process is to be taken se-
riously. A seasoned Realtor® will educate 
you on the market and follow you through 
it step by step.

• Lynn Kimball has over 44 years of  
real estate experience, with 33 years serving 
the Highlands Cashiers area. She has gained 
Emeritus Status with the National Associa-
tion of  Realtors and previously served as 
Director and Vice President for the High-
lands Cashiers Board of  Realtors. 

• See INVESTING page 9

TOP BEDDING • ACCESSORIES 
PAJAMAS • TOWELS • SHEETS 

MONDAY - SATURDAY 
9AM-5PM 

�SUMMER HOUSE 
Complete Home Furnishings 

White Glove Delivery Throughout The Southeast & Beyond 

2089 Dillard Road, Highlands I 2 miles from Main Street I 828-526-5577 I www.summerhousehighlands.com 

510261 



330 Dillard Road
Behind 

Highlands Decorating Center
828-526-4192

Complete Hair Care
including 

Hair Extensions
Massage Therapy

Hand & Foot Treatments
Body Treatments

Facials
including

Anti-Aging Celluma Panel
Personal Training

with Justin
Manicures,
Pedicures & 

Special Packages

Dr. Joseph H. Wilbanks, D.D.S.

706-886-9439 • 800-884-9439

278 East Doyle St. • Toccoa, GA

COMPLETE DENTAL CARE UNDER ONE ROOF.

You are only 50 miles away from 30 years experience in top-
notch, high-tech, one-stop dentistry known for its gentle touch. 

• Dental Implants • Root Canal 
Therapy

• SINGLE VISIT CROWNS! 
• Orthodontics including Invisalign  

• Wisdom Teeth Extractions 
and of course Fillings and Cleanings.

(IV Sedation, too)

www.WilbanksSmileCenter.com

Center for Plastic Surgery
526-3783 

Highlands-Cashiers Hospital Campus

www.PlasticSurgeryToday.com
Robert T. Buchanan, MD

Board Certified Plastic Surgeon
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Olive Oil & Leaf Facial
with 

Free Collagen Eye Treatment
$99 special through March

The Highlands Performing Arts Center will present Live via Satel-
lite the National Theatre of  London’s production of  the classic Ten-
nessee William’s Cat on a Hot Tin Roof  on Saturday, March 3 at 1pm. 
On a steamy night in Mississippi, a Southern family gather at their cot-
ton plantation to celebrate Big Daddy’s birthday. The scorching heat is 
almost as oppressive as the lies they tell. Brick and Maggie dance round 
the secrets and sexual tensions that threaten to destroy their marriage. 
With the future of  the family at stake, which version of  the truth is 
real – and which will win out? “A bold reimagining…innovative and 
powerfully acted” Sunday Times “A brilliant, lacerating account of  the 
play… unforgettable” The Independent. Tickets are available online: 
highlandspac.org, at the door or by calling 828.526.9047. Highlands 
Performing Arts Center 507 Chestnut Street, Highlands NC 28741

National Theatre of London’s  
production of  

‘Cat on a Hot Tin Roof’ at PAC

...ORDINANCES from page 1
ments into the Highlands water-
shed has long worried town of-
ficials but mostly when its water 
source can be affected, namely Big 
Creek and Lake Sequoyah.

Years ago, when the im-
poundment off  Flat Mountain 
Road was breached, large amounts 

of  sediment made its way into Big 
Creek which ultimately affected 
the town’s water intake valves lo-
cated in Big Creek.

More recently, in April of  
2016, the Mirror Lake Improve-
ment Association drained the 
lake so NCDOT could clean out 

culverts that empty into the lake 
and so sedimentation issues could 
be mitigated. It’s not clear if  pro-
tocol was followed. This caused 
citizens and officials concern. The 
ordinance is being amended and 
streamlined so there won’t be any 
confusion in the future. 

Most impoundments are pri-
vate – Mirror Lake included – but 
since they are either in the town 
limits of  Highlands or can im-
pact the town’s water source, the 
town is supposed to be notified in 
writing 30 days beforehand and a 
Drainage Permit must be issued by 
the town’s Watershed Administra-
tor before work can begin.

According to Bowen the 
town can’t issue a Drainage Per-

mit until the applicant presents 
two signed copies of  written per-
mission by each of  the following 
entities: the regional office of  the 
Army Core of  Engineers, the re-
gional office of  the NC Dept. of  
Environmental Quality and the 
regional office of  the US Fish 
and Wildlife Service.

He said those three entities 
have regulatory authority and as 
such are responsible for regula-
tion, not the town, he said.

Once the town issues a per-
mit, however, town officials, who 
have feet on the ground, can 
notify the regulatory agencies if  
something is amiss and it would 
be their responsibility to inspect 

• See ORDINANCES page 13



BREAKFAST • LUNCH • DINNER • GRILL • WOOD FIRE PIZZA • COFFiEE • ESPRESSO 
BAKERI · WINE · CRAFJ BEER · BUTCHER • ARJISAN CHEESE • S�ECllLTY FOODS 

PIZZA 
11 TO CLOSE EVERY DAY 

DINE IN, TAKE OUT OR DELIVERY 

WOOD-FIRE NEAPOLITAN 

N Y  DECK OVEN ST YLE PASTA 

STROMBOLI 

GRILL 
11 TO CLOSE EVERY DAY 

DINE IN, TAKE OUT 

BURGERS,GROUND IN-HOUSE 

HAND-CUT FRIES 

CHICKEN TENDERS, COOKED TO ORDER 

GRILLED SEAFOOD 

DAILY SPECIALS 

BREAKFAST 
FROM OPENING TO 11AM EVERY DAY 

DINE IN, TAKE OUT 

CAGE-FREE EGGS 

HOME-MADE SAUSAGE PANCAKE 

& WAFFLES 

OMELETS 

DAILY SPECIALS 

HOT & COt.D BAR EVER� DAY WITH WEEKDAY SPECIALS 

MOUN, AIN FRESH GROCERY 
COOKING FOR HIGHLANDS 

MONDAY THROUGH SATURDAY 7AM TO 8PM, SUNDAYS 8AM TO 6PM 
CORNER OF 5TH & MAIN HIGHLANDS NC · (828)526-2400 · MFGRO.COM 
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with Kedra McCall

•Highlands School Sports•

Highlands girls basketball finished the season on Saturday, 
February 24th, after the third round of  state. They played 
Lincoln Charter for their second round and finished with 

a 50-45 win. With that win they advanced to play in the third 
round of  state. They played number one ranked, Mount Airy, for 
their third round and did not pull it out. The score was 56-23.
Basketball is now over for all Highlands teams. 

Girls soccer has quickly begun. Weather permitting they have 
their first game today, Thursday, March 1st against Rabun Gap. 
Their first home game will be on Monday, March 5th. They will 
play Towns County starting at 6pm. 

Girls lose 3rd round of state 
playoffs

Whether you are interested in searching properties or comprehensive information 
about our area, you are invited to visit her user-friendly website at www.signatureproperties-
nc.com. 

Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices Meadows Mountain Realty has two locations, at 
488 Main Street or visit Lynn at her 2334 Cashiers Road location across from Highlands 
Falls Country Club. 

Lynn Kimball may be reached at 828-421-8193 or by email at Lynn@BHHSMMR.
com

...INVESTING continued from page 7

Wine Dinner at The Farm at Old Edwards 
Friday I April 27 I 7:00 pm 

Limited Space I $145 per person I Reserve Today 

To book call 828-787-2635 or 828-787-2620 or visit oldedwardsinn.com/rosewinedinner. 

WINTER SPECIALS 
Half-Mile Farm 

or Old Edwards Inn 
from s12s per night 

20% off at Madison's 
s12s Spa Treatments 
s15 Fitness or Yoga Classes 

Sunday-Thursday, through March 
Call 855-701-4182 to book. Local ID required. Plus tax and gratuity. 



Proverbs 3:5 • Places to Worship •
BLUE VALLEY BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Oliver Rice, Pastor (706) 782-3965

Sundays: School:10 a.m., Worship:11 
Sunday night services every 2nd & 4th Sunday at 7 

Wednesdays: Mid-week prayer meeting:7 p.m.
BUCK CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH

828-269-3546 • Rev. Jamie Passmore, Pastor
Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11 

CHAPEL OF THE SKY
Sky Valley, GA • 706-746-2999 

Sundays: 10 a.m.:Worship 
Holy Communion 1st & 3rd Sundays 
CHRIST ANGLICAN CHURCH 

Rector: Jim Murphy, 252-671-4011 
464 US Hwy 64 east, Cashiers 

9:30a Sunday School; 10:30a Worship Service  
Mon. 6p Bible Study & Supper at homes

CHRIST CHURCH OF THE VALLEY, CASHIERS
Pastor Brent Metcalf • 743-5470

Sun.10:45am, S.S 9:30am. Wed. 6pm supper and teaching.
Tues. Guys study 8am, Gals 10am.

CLEAR CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Jim Kinard

Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11a.m. 
1st & 3rd Sunday night Service: 7.p.m.

Wednesdays –Supper at 6 p.m. 
COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH
www.cbchighlands.com • 526-4685

3645 Cashiers Rd, Highlands, NC • Sr. Pastor Gary Hewins  
Sun.: 9:30am: Sunday School

10:30am: Middle & High School; 10:45am: Child. Program,
10: 45am: Worship Service

Wed.: 5pm Dinner ($7 adult, $2 child), 6pm CBC U.
EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF THE INCARNATION

Rev. W. Bentley Manning • 526-2968
Sundays: Education and choir rehearsal, 9 am, 

Holy Eucharist Rite II, (sanctuary),10:30, nursery available 
Mondays: Centering Prayer at 3 pm in the library 

Thursdays: Holy Eucharist Rite II. 
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH HIGHLANDS

828-526-4153 • www.fbchighlands.org
Dr. Mark Ford, Pastor

220 Main Street, Highlands NC 28741
Sun.:Worship 10:45 am; Sun.: Bible Study 9:30 am

Wed.: Men’s Bible Study 8:30 am; Prayer Mtg 6:15 pm; Ch. 5p
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Curtis Fussell & Emily Wilmarth, pastors 

526-3175 • fpchighlands.org
Sun.: Worship: 11 a.m.; School: 9:30

Mondays: 8 a.m.:Men’s Prayer Group & Breakfast
Wednesdays:Choir:6p

GOLDMINE BAPTIST CHURCH
(Off Franklin/Highlands Rd) 

Sunday School:10 am, Worship Service:11 am
GRACE COMMUNITY CHURCH OF CASHIERS

Non-Denominational-Contemporary Worship
242 Hwy 107N, 1/4 miles from Crossroads in Cashiers

www.gracecashiers.com • Pastor Steve Doerter: 743-9814
Services: Sundays 10am - Wed. - 7pm; Dinner - Wed. 6pm 

HAMBURG BAPTIST CHURCH
Hwy 107N. • Glenville, NC • 743-2729 • Pr. Nathan Johnson

Sunday: School 9:45a, Worship 11a & 7p, Bible Study 6p
Wed. Kidsquest 6p.; Worship 7p.

HIGHLANDS ASSEMBLY OF GOD

Randy Reed, Pastor828-421-9172 • 165 S. Sixth Street  
Sundays: Worship:11 

HIGHLANDS CENTRAL BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Dan Robinson

670 N. 4th Street (next to the Highlands Civic Center)
Sun.: Morning Worship 10:45 a., Evening Worship, 6:30 p. 

Wednesday: Prayer Service, 6:30 p.
HIGHLANDS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

Pastor Randy Lucas 526-3376
Sun: School 9:45a.; Worship 9:09,10:50.; Youth 5:30 p.

Wed: Supper: 5:15; youth, & adults activities: 6; Handbell 
rehearsal, 6:15; Choir Rehearsal 7. (nursery provided ); 7pm 

Intercessory Prayer Ministry 
HOLY FAMILY LUTHERAN CHURCH: ELCA

Chaplain Margaret Howell • 2152 Dillard Road • 526-9741
LutheranChurchoftheHolyFamily.yolasite.com

Sun: School and Adult discussion group 9:30 a.m.;  
Worship/Communion:10:30 

HEALING SERVICE on the 5th Sunday of the month.
MACEDONIA BAPTIST CHURCH

8 miles south of Highlands on N.C. 28 S in Satolah
Pastor Zane Talley

Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11, Choir:6 p.m.
Wed: Bible Study and Youth Mtg.:7 p.m.

MOUNTAIN SYNAGOGUE
at St. Cyprian’s Episcopal Church, Franklin • 828-524-9463

MOUNTAIN BIBLE CHURCH 
743-2583 • Independent Bible Church 

Sun:10:30 a.m. at Big Ridge Baptist Church,  
4224 Big Ridge Road (4.5 miles from NC 107) 

Weds: Bible Study 6:30 p.m.; Youth Group 6 p.m. 
OUR LADY OF THE MOUNTAINS  

CATHOLIC CHURCH
 Parish office (Father Francis): 526-2418

Mass: Sun: 11 a.m.; Sat. at 4p
SCALY MOUNTAIN BAPTIST CHURCH

Rev. Marty Kilby
Sundays: School –10 a.m.; Worship –11 a.m. & 7 

Wednesdays: Prayer Mtg.:7 p.m.
SCALY MOUNTAIN CHURCH OF GOD

290 Buck Knob Road; Pastor Donald G. Bates • 526-3212
Sun.: School:10 a.m.; Worship:10:45 a.m.; Worship: 6 p.m.

SHORTOFF BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Rev. Andy Cloer 

Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11 a.m. 
Wednesdays: Prayer & Bible Study:6 p.m. 

COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH OF SKY VALLEY
Sky Valley, GA • 706.746.3144• 696 Sky Valley Way #447

Pastor Gary Hewins
Worship: Sun. 9 a.m., with Holy Communion the 1st & 3rd Sun.; 

Tues: Community Supper 5:30 followed by Bible Study. 
THE CHURCH OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD

1448 Highway 107 South, Office: 743-2359 • Rev. Rob Wood
June-Sept: Sunday Services: Rite I, 8a, Rite II, 9:15 & 11a

Nursery available for Rite II services
Sept 6-Oct 25-Informal Evening Eucharist-5:30 p.m. 

Thursday: Noon Healing Service with Eucharist.
UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST FELLOWSHIP 

85 Sierra Drive, Franklin • uufranklin.org  
Sunday Worship - 11 a.m. 

WHITESIDE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Rev. Sam Forrester/Cashiers

Sunday School:10 am, Worship Service:11 am

John 3:16•Spiritually Speaking•
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Pastore 
Randy Lucas

Highlands United 
Methodist Church

I saw a cross, so far away
  beyond the distant range.

Drawn, I made my journey thus.
   It’s beckon, stark and strange.

Perhaps I went for answers,
   though reasoning was unclear.

I only knew I dared not stop,
    it’s calling drew me near.

I passed by fellow travelers,
   reveling without a care.

“Mere foolishness!” they mocked me,
   as they laughed, teased and stared. 

At times I almost turned around,
   to join them in their glee.

For even though I journeyed on,
   rewards, I could not see.

The cross on the horizon,
   grew larger in my view,

and I began to see the signs
   of  suffering, someone knew.

Then I began to think again,
   of  wounds I’ve known in life,

of  fears, regrets and failures,
   of  conflict, grief  and strife. 

And as I walked I wondered
   from somewhere deep inside.
What was the cross’s meaning?
   Who was the One who died?

And then another traveler 
   there on the road that day,

nodding said,“You’re welcome.”
  smiled, winked, and walked away. 

I noticed scars upon his hands,
   but didn’t ask him why.

Then from somewhere deep inside,
   “Are you the One?” I cried.

And then I saw, my journey
    had brought me to the cross,

and everything I ever gained,
    seemed nothing now, but loss.

And my fears?  I couldn’t find them,
    standing at the cross that day.

 And wiping one tear, then another,
    I bowed my head and prayed. 

The 
Pilgrimage



Benefit for the Hicks Family
 Saturday, March 17 • 5 p.m.

Highlands Community Building (next to the ballfield)

Smoked Chicken Dinner 
Live Music and Auctions to Follow

$8 / Plate ~ $5 for 12 and under

 Charlie Hicks passed away December 5, 2017 after a 
very sudden and brief illness.  The suddenness of his 
death has caused medical bills and loss of income.

We thank you for your donations!

Stylist: Kassie Vinson

Welcome
Stylist 
Kassie 
Vinson!

•Healthy LifeStyle Concepts•
The amazing Avocado does it all!

Medea Galligan
 MS Nutrition, CHHC, AADP

828-989-9144
www.MedeasHealthyLifestyleConcepts.com.

Native to South Cen-
tral Mexico, the avo-
cado tree is classified 

as a member of  the flowering 
plant family Lauraceae. Avo-
cado additionally refers to the 
tree’s fruit, which is botani-
cally a large berry containing 
a single seed. What most peo-
ple don’t know is that avoca-
dos have powerful anti-aging 
properties which protect 
against free radicals. and they 
can be found in the flesh, the 
oil and even the seed. 

The nutrients found in 
avocados are able to penetrate deeply inside 
our cell structures, enter the mitochondria 
and activate its energy production, allowing 
cells to function properly even while being 
constantly attacked by free radicals. Dam-
age caused by free radicals directly affect 
aging and thus it has been the goal of  many 
scientists to find remedies that will reverse 
this damage. This new discovery can truly 
revolutionize our view of  avocados. 

Avocados also contain plant sterols, 
such as beta-sitosterol, that have anti-estro-
genic properties. They are able to block the 
estrogen receptors in our cells and reduce 
estrogen absorption rates, thus increasing 
progesterone levels in women and testos-
terone levels in men.

Good News! Their natural fats can 
help you lose weight!

Avocados offer a delicious source of  
healthy raw fat, which is missing in most 
people’s diets. They contain around 20 es-
sential nutrients which include: fiber, po-
tassium, vitamin E, B-vitamins, folic acid, 
calcium, magnesium, sodium, iron, and 
boron. In addition, avocados boost your 
body’s ability to absorb fat-soluble nutri-

ents from other fruits and 
vegetables, such as alpha 
and beta-carotene and lu-
tein. Avocados also possess 
antibacterial and antifungal 
properties that help to sup-
port a healthy immune sys-
tem. They are a wonderful 
source of  the amino acid 
lecithin, which prevents 
liver overload, improves 
brain function, and last but 
not least, helps you achieve 
and sustain your weight loss 
goals.

Even the seeds are 
packed with nutrients 

Believe it or not, over 70% of  the total 
antioxidant capacity of  avocados is found 
within the seed. These antioxidants have 
been found to:

• Reduce Inflammation and Ease Joint 
Pain – Inflammation is the culprit behind 
numerous chronic diseases: arthritis, heart 
disease, stroke and even cancer.

• Improve Digestive Health – In an-
cient South America avocado seeds were 
used to treat dysentery, gastric ulcers, and 
other digestive issues.

• Give You Radiant Glowing Skin – 
Avocado seeds are the perfect food for your 
skin. Their potent antioxidants can rebuild 
collagen, repair cell damage caused by free 
radicals, and actually improve the look and 
feel of  your skin.

• Banish Cravings and Shed Fat – Avo-
cado seeds are packed with fiber & helps to 
control blood sugar levels, keeping you full 
and satiated.

• Destroys Cancer Cells – Studies have 
found that an extract of  avocado seed and 
fruit caused leukemia cells to self-destruct, 
while the seeds contain flavonol, a potent 
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antioxidant known to reduce tumors.
Just one teaspoon added to a smoothie 

or salad gives you all these amazing ben-
efits. You can find organic avocado seed 
powder at health food stores and online. If  
you are interested in seeing what avocado 
seed powder can do for you and would like 
to purchase a 3oz sample size, please email 
me at MedeaGalligan@gmail.com. 

 Pick out some not-too-soft avocados 
and try out the many delicious ways you 
can enjoy the wonderful taste, texture and 
amazing benefits of  avocados: mash with 
Celtic sea salt and fresh lime for delicious 
homemade guacamole, add slices to an om-
elet, salads, or any sandwich (delicious on a 

BLT with fresh tomatoes!), and for a deli-
cious and nutritious breakfast smoothie.

• Medea Galligan MS Nutrition, CHHC, 
AADP is a certified holistic health coach with over 
20 years of  experience in helping her clients make a 
sustainable change to a healthier lifestyle. She special-
izes in digestive, immune and hormonal issues, teaches 
Community and Corporate Wellness Workshops, as 
well as Healthy Cooking Classes and Fermentation 
Workshops. To request a Free Initial Consultation, go 
to www.MedeasHealthyLifestyleConcepts.com and fill 
out either a Women’s or Men’s Health History online, 
hit “submit”, and Medea will then email you to set an 
appointment. If  you have any questions, feel free to email 
her at MedeaGalligan@gmail.com or leave her a voice-
mail at 828-989-9144. 



chestnut storage

Look for our sign!
10890 Buck Creek Rd. - 1/2 mile off Cashiers Rd near the hospital 

Storage Units Available
Secure 24 Hour Access

Easy In - Easy Out
Great Rates - Great Terms

Call today to find out why we’re
“Highland’s Premier Facility”

828-482-1045

Whiteside Cove  
Cottages

800-805-3558 • 828-526-2222

5 new log cabins 
nestled in the 

hemlocks on 25 acres at 
the base of Whiteside 

Mountain.

Allan Dearth & Sons
Generator 

Sales & Service, Inc.

828-526-9325
Cell: 828-200-1139

email: allandearth@msn.com

Larry Houston
Rock Work

Walls • Fireplaces • Patios • Piers 
All Rock Work • Stucco

(828) 526-4138 or (828) 200-3551

• Residential or  
Commercial 

• Over 40 Years  
Experience 

• Fast and Dependable
• FREE Estimates

• FREE Pick-up and 
Delivery

American 
Upholstery 

Same Phone Numbers:
(864) 638-9661 cell: (864) 710-9106

105 Ashley Drive • Walhalla, SC 29691
(Same Owners: Morris & Rachel Bible)

MORALESPAINTINGSERVICES@GMAIL.COM

706.982.9768
828-226.5347

INTERIOR/EXTERIOR PAINTING • LAWN MAINTENANCE
HOUSE MAINTENANCE • QUALITY WORK

FULLY INSURED

• Interior and Exterior Painting
• Pressure Washing

• House Maintenance
• Drywall Repair

• Deck Repair
Quality Work • Fully Insured

Lupe Gonzales
avpintura@gmail.com

828-332-1539 or 678-873-2927

Viva Wellness
Stimulating Natural Healing

Live Pain Free with
Healthy CBD   Hemp Oil
Call 828-526-1566 for details

Dr. Kit Barker, PhD, Cellular Biology
5 Cottage Row • US 64 east

Loma Linda
Farm

Dog Boarding • Day Care
Pastoral Park

in Home and Leash Free
Lodging in the lap of luxury

(828) 421-7922
Highlands Nc

lomalindafarm@gmail.com
www.lomalindafarm.com NC License #10978

• Grading
• Excavating
• Driveways
• Build sites

• Hauling
• Septic Systems 

Edwin Wilson
Cell (828) 421-3643 

Office/fax (828) 526-4758
wilsongrading@yahoo.com 

WE HAVE MOVED TO

Sample Books Available

Affordable Tree Services
 “I Cut Trees for Less!”

Trevor John
Rovert965@gmail.com

828-575-8512
References available
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Highlands Automotive

Service
&

Repair

NC
Inspection

Station

2851 Cashiers Road • highlandsautomotive.com
828-787-2360

Mendoza
Tree Expert

mendozatreeexpert@gmail.com

Quality Tree Care and Removal
Over 14 years experience

Juventino Mendoza
828-200-9217

Fully Insured • References Available
www.mendozatreeexpert.com

Call Us for Your Vacation Rental 
&

Property Management Needs

David and Lori Bee, Brokers/Owners
177 Main Street
Wright Square

Highlands, NC 28741
828-526-9999

& Buyers Agency

' ' \\V ,·I· /.',',/// ,:,_,, ' . ' ,,,, ; ,, / .. � ......... .......... MAKING / _...,.... - ...---. TECHNOLOGY 
. - - WORKWHEN - .

YOU CAN'T. - -

MAIN STREET 
� I

I, 
',j, 

/ / 
/ 1 

\ 
828. 482. 9543
dan@mainstreet.tech 

TECHNOLOGIES 
, / / : I I 

BRIAN RENFRO
828-226-0118
brianrenfro@gmail.com
www.brianrenfro.com

LOST DOG 
Emma. Yellow lab. About 
80 pounds. Rainbow collar 
with info. She is chipped. 
Last seen on 370 Sassafras 
Gap Road/Clear Creek 
area. 28 south. 
Contact Dori Moschouris 
828-421-7403

•Police & Fire •
The Highlands Police log entries from Feb. 19. 

Only the names of persons arrested, issued a Class-3 
misdemeanor or public officials have been used. 

Feb. 19
• At 8:50 p.m., officers received a report of van-

dalism on town property where an exterior door and 
dead bolt was broken.

The Highlands Fire & Rescue Dept. log from 
Feb. 21.

Feb. 21
• At 4:16 a.m., the dept. responded to a fire alarm at 

VZ Top.
• At 12:12 p.m., the dept. provided public assistance to 

a motorist on NC 28 south.
• At 3:02 p.m., the dept. responded to a fire alarm at a 

residence on NC 106.
Feb. 22
• At 9:11 a.m., the dept. responded to a motor vehicle 

accident on US 64 east.
Feb. 23
• At 5:38 a.m., the dept. responded to a fire alarm at 

VZ Top.
• At 12:02 p.m., the dept. responded to a fire alarm at a 

residence on Arnold Road.
• At 12:43 p.m., the dept. provided public assistance to 

a motorist on Little Yellow Mountain.
• At 4:58 p.m., the dept. was first-responders to a resi-

dence on Hicks Road.
Feb. 25
• At 6:13 a.m., the dept. provided public assistance to a 

motorist on Main Street.
• At 4:41 p.m., the dept. was first-responders to a resi-

dence on Horse Cove Road.
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The Highlands Chamber of  Commerce is hosting its 
annual Plateau Pickup on April 21 – cleaning litter on the 
Gorge Road between Highlands and Franklin.  

If  you’re interested in volunteering, call the High-
lands Chamber of  Commerce at 828-526-2112. Volun-
teers will meet at the Highlands Visitor Center at 10 a.m. 

Wear comfortable clothing and shoes and the Cham-
ber will provide the supplies needed for the clean-up − 
vests, gloves, litter pick up tools, and garbage bags.  All 
volunteers will receive a tee-shirt as a “thank-you” gift.

Following the event, volunteers will be treated to a 
hamburger and hotdog cookout at Cliffside Lake.

and assess damages or demand remediation, if  necessary.
In the end, a two-page document was reduced to one.
The Boat Docks and Boat Houses section of  the Uni-

fied Development Code (UDO) was discussed at length 
and will eventually apply to new construction and repairs 
and renovations on Lake Sequoyah.

Currently, within the town’s code, there is a prevision 
that prohibits the construction of  boat docks and houses 
on Lake Sequoyah. While this has protected the town’s 
drinking water source well in the past and limited construc-
tion on the lake, it is not a requirement, said Bowen.

As it currently reads, the construction of  new struc-
tures on the lake is prohibited and the reconstruction and 
remodel of  current structures is allowed as long as the 
footprint is not expanded and only non-toxic and natural 
materials are used within the water. 

Upon receiving many requests to build small struc-
tures on the lake, Bowen proposed the ordinance be 
amended to allow responsible construction of  boat docks 
and houses. 

“To be clear, it should be the town’s priority to protect 
its natural resources, but there are responsible ways to al-
low construction on the lake,” he said.

Bowen said he felt this needed to be addressed and 
clearly defined.

“If  an ordinance could cause a boon in development, 
this is one that could,” he said.

The Community Design Ordinance proposal was 
presented because Bowen said in reviewing the UDO he 
found little criteria for commercial building design within 
the town’s downtown district. 

“Thus far, the only standards in place apply to build-
ing materials and colors,” he said.

If  such an ordinance is passed, Bowen said it will do 
away with the need to obtain Special Use Permits – a time-
consuming task that almost always results in a “yes” any-
way, he said.

In the proposed ordinance everything will be outlined: 
parcel applicability, design criteria, site design as it pertains 
to building orientation and pedestrian scale, parking stan-
dards, sidewalks and walkways, vegetation and buffering, 
building materials, exterior color, utility placement, archi-
tectural elements and so on.

Both the Boat Dock and Design ordinances will likely 
be finalized at the March Planning Board meeting.

– Kim Lewicki

Plateau Pick-Up is April 21

...ORDINANCES from page 8



•Classifieds•
HELP WANTED
INTERVIEWING FOR PART-

TIME, YEAR AROUND, AUDIO/
VISUAL TECHNICIAN for Highlands 
United Methodist Church. Sundays and 
special events. Call 828-526-3376 or stop 
by church for an Application. (st. 3/1) 

HIGHLANDS INN & HIGH-
LANDS INN LODGE now accepting 
applications and interviewing for all posi-
tions. Front Desk, Housekeeping, Night 
Audit, Breakfast Host & cook. Full time 
and part time available. Call 526-5899 for 
appointment or stop by 96 log cabin lane 
for application. Resumes or questions may 
be emailed to sales@highlandsinnlodge.
com. (st. 3/1)

SKYLINE LODGE – housekeeping 
staff ​,front desk clerks​,and maintenance 
workers wanted for 2018 Season.​We 
offer training. Call 828-526-2121 for an 

application .​Background checks done .(st. 
2/22) 

DO YOU LIKE TO CLEAN & 
ORGANIZE? – Private club seeking a few 
energetic individuals with a happy state of 
mine to join our staff in the housekeep-
ing department. Early hours, competitive 
pay and benefits, one daily meal provided, 
uniforms provided. If you are interested, 
please send a ltter to HCC. PO Box 220, 
Highlands, NC 28741 (3/1)

INTERVIEWING FOR FULL-
TIME YEAR AROUND SECURITY 
POSITION for a private community in 
Highlands.  Shift is 3 pm to 11 pm M-F.  Full 
benefits. Call 828-526-4161 or 706-982-
5526. (st. 2/1)

AT DUTCHMANS: Full-Time Sales 
Associate (year-round). REQUIREMENTS: 
Retail experience a must, need to be able 
to work weekends and holidays, ability to 

work in a fast-paced sales-based environ-
ment, may include long periods of time 
standing, positive and friendly attitude, 
computer skills, interest in interior design. 
PREFERRED: 2+ years retail or customer 
service experience, POS experience. (st. 
2/1) 

NOW HIRING SECURITY OF-
FICERS – In the Franklin, Highlands & 
Cashiers area. *Clean background.  Clean 
driving record.* Must be 21 years of age. 
Please apply at: NC Works 23 Macon Ave, 
Franklin , NC 828-369-9534 or call 864-
888-0518 for more info. (2/15) 

CYPRUS INTERNATIONAL 
CUISINE. Hiring All Positions. Please 
Contact Dan At Cyprus332@gmail.com. 
Or Visit Us At 332 Main St. Highland NC 
(st. 1/11) 

MOUNTAIN FRESH GROCERY 
has full and part-time positions available. 
Competitive wages in all positions. Please 
come in person to 521 east Main Street in 
Highlands to apply or call 828-526-2400.

• Food Server, Cashier and Barista 
(includes tips)

• Dishwasher
• Positions in the ice cream dept.
• Pizza
• Experienced Breakfast Cook
ITEMS FOR SALE
SEASONED FIREWOOD FOR 

SALE. CALL 828-369-7754. (st.2/1)
FIREWOOD FOR SALE. Seasoned 

hardwood.Call Matt at 828-482-2214. 
Please leave message. (st. 10/5)

SERVICES 
DO YOU HAVE POT HOLES 

NEED WATER DIVERTED CRACKS 
REPAIRED? Call Daniel at DC Coatings 
Asphalt patching maintenance and repair 
at 828-421-7405 (st. 3/1)

MURPHY’S PAINTING CO. Inte-
rior & Exterior Painting, Sheetrock Repair, 
Wallpaper Removal, Log Homes, Decks. 
Insured. Free Estimates. 828-524-1391 or 
828-332-0525. (3/1)

HEALTHY COOKING CLASS-
ES IN YOUR HOME. Learn simple 
techniques & recipes to make fresh foods 
taste delicious, as you save money and 
improve your health! Call Medea Galligan, 
MS Nutrition, Health Coach at 828-989-
9144 and leave your name & number to 
schedule your class. 

HIGH COUNTRY PHOTO/
KEVIN VINSON: scanning photos, slides 
& negatives to CD or DVD for easier 
viewing. Video transfer to DVD. Everything 
done in house. Leave message at 828-526-
5208. (st. 3/1)

HIGHLANDS-CASHIERS HAN-
DI-MAN – Can fix anything inside or out.  
Carpentry, painting, pressure washing, lawn 

care, hauling. Free Estimates. References. 
Call Tony. 828-200-5770 or 828-482-
0159. (4/5)

MOLD AND MUSTY SMELL IN 
YOUR HOME? Call for free inspection. 
828-743-0900.

REAL ESTATE/BIZ FOR SALE
HOMES FOR SALE: 3Bd 2&1\2Ba 

home includes 1Bd 1Ba cottage 2 miles 
from downtown Highlands. By owner 
803-315-0715. (st. 2/22) 

3.20 ACRES UNRESTRICTED. 
Power underground, borders National 
forest, 190 degree view. 10 min to Main 
Street. 3 septic fields, 1 well 7 g p.m. 2 
house foundations established and ap-
proved by county inspectors. 2Bed/2Bath 
Clayton home livable while building. 
Spring rights and more land available. For 
beautiful sunsets contact gracefamilia@
yahoo.com. (st. 9/21)

1.21 ACRES FOR SALE BY 
OWNER - OTTO, NC - $28,000. Lot 
12 Quail Haven Road. Otto, NC. Price not 
firm...open for negotiation. Please email 
if interested to ddmarsh15@aol.com or 
call/text to 239-980-0531. If no answer 
please leave a message. (st. 7/20) 

RENTALS 
VACATION RENTAL: In-town 

Highlands 3bd/3ba, walk-to-town condo. 
Book now! Available fall 2017 & 2018. 
$2500 week includes housekeeping. 
https://www.vrbo.com/4473684ha more 
info at Chambers Agency 828-526-3717. 

VACATION RENTAL: 3Bd 2&1\2 
Ba home $2400 monthly 1Bd 1Ba cottage 
$1200 monthlyAll utilities included, fully 
furnished. 803-315-0715 2 miles from 
downtown Highlands. (st. 2/22) 

TWO SMALL OFFICE SPACES 
near town, or combine for 800 square 
feet. 828-526-5558. (st. 1/11) 

2 BED PLUS OFFICE, 2 bath. 
Next to hospital. Year-round. $1100/mth 
includes utilities. Call 828-200-1064 (or 
leave message). (st. 1/11) 

WANTED
LONG TERM RENTAL, CLOSE 

TO TOWN.  Native Highlander.  Very 
honest and dependable couple.  No pets.  
Open to all options. Please call or text 
Sandra @ 828-482-2261 (or leave a 
message). (st. 2/8)

Have You Fixed Your
Dirt Crawl Space?

There are three things that destroy materials in general and wood in  
particular: water, heat and ultra violet radiation. Of those, water is by far 
the most destructive.

Protect your home from:
• Mold
• Bugs
• Structural Damage
• Smells & Odors
• Loss of Storage Space
• Radon Gas
• Rising Energy Costs

The earth in your dirt crawl space is the major source 
of moisture in your home! This moisture is carried 
up into your house from the natural upward air flow  
created from rising heat. 

Call for a FREE Estimate on the Dry Crawl Spaces 
Crawl Space Encapsulation System.

DryCrawlSpaces.com • 828-743-0900

Larry Rogers 
Construction Company, Inc.

Excavating • Grading • Trucking Trackhoe 
Backhoe • Utilities 

(828) 526-2874
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Main Street Inn & Bistro 
828-526-2590 • mainstreet-inn.com

“Ace is the Place.”

At Main & 3rd streets
Highlands 526-2157

Hardware
Reeves

3

www.highlandsiscalling.com
828-526-3717 

11

Country Club Properties
“Your local hometown 

Real Estate professionals.”
3 Offices 828-526-2520

www.CCPHighlandsNC.com

2

33

“Artfully uniting extraordinary properties  
with extraordinary lives.”

114 N. 4th Street • Highlands, NC

sheryl.wilson@sothebysrealty.com • highlandssir.com

“Highlands is calling  
and I must go.”

Sheryl Wilson
office: 828.526.8300 • cell: 828.337.0706

Pam Nellis 
BROKER 

828-787-1895
pamela.nellis@yahoo.com 

� 
LANDMARK 
REAL ESTATE SALES 8: VACATION RENTALS 

A�u.o:-,n, 

www.LandmarkRG.com I 828-526-4663 I 225 Main St.
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Suzanne McDavid
Broker

cell: (678) 276-6133 • Off: (828) 526-8300

33

401 N 5th St., Highlands

13

SILVER EAGLE 

349 Main Street, Highlands, NC
828.526.5190 silvereaglegallery.com

Native American Jewelry
  Crystal & Gem Gallery

Joe Deckman, Broker
347.749.6468 • deckman43@gmail.com

Kay Deckman, Broker
917.363.5700. • kaydeckman@yahoo.com

114 N. 4th St., Highlands

AVAILABLE for 2018
Call 828-200-1371

Or
Email:

highlandseditor@aol.com

Mitzi Rauers, Broker 
404-218-9123 

mitzi@meadowsmtnrealty.com
meadowsmountainrealty.com

13



www.firemt.com • (800) 775-4446

Cashmere
Scotland’s Best Knitwear

McCULLEY’S

“Top of the Hill”

242 S. 4th St.

Open 7 days a week
526-4407

33

DAV ID 
BOCK 
BUILDERS 

www.BockBuilders.com 828-526-2240 

828-526-2338

30...on the Verandah 
Restaurant

on Lake Sequoyah

www.ontheverandah.com

Open Year-Round • Closed Wed. & Sun. nite
343-D Main Street. • 526-4035

Lunch daily 
11a-4p

Dinner at 
5:30p

Mon., Tues, 
Thurs., Fri., 

Sat.

Paoletti

#1 Broker 
Highlands/Cashiers  

2001-2017 per  
Highlands-Cashiers MLS

www.highlandssir.com
7

8

9

6

 5

Pat Allen 
Broker-in-charge

A Top Producer for 13 Years

Cell: 828-200-9179 
pat@patallenrealtygroup.com 

Office: 828-526-8784
295 Dillard Road

Highlands, NC 28741  5

Not the Biggest ... Just the Best!

www.patallenrealtygroup.com 

BROKERS:
Christy Harris
404-229-8737 
Julie Osborn
828-200-6165

Sherman Pope 
828-342-4277
Cy Timmons 
828-200-9762

Steve Sheppard
404-219-1349
Sheila Welch
828-342-0695

Jody Lovell • 828-526-4104

Join us for our 34th year!
Opening for Dinner from 5 p.m.

late March, early April

Please call for reservations.
526-4906

Open
Fridays & 
Saturdays

www.wildthymegourmet.com

Invest In An Extraordinary Experience
125 South 4th Street, Highlands • (828) 526-8118 • www.WhiteOakRG.com

Susie deVille, Broker Associate
828-371-2079

Bee Gleeson, Broker Associate
404-307-1415

Pat Gleeson, Owner, BIC
828-782-0472


