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Folks gathered along the roadside near the Highlands Historical 
Society on N. 4th Street last Tuesday morning for the unveiling of 
Highlands’ third NC Highway Historical Marker – which represents 
three of the 12 markers in Macon County – this one honoring Mary 
Lapham for her innovative method of curing tuberculosis. Historical 
Society Archivist Ran Shaffner said Lapham’s lung collapse therapy 
method resulted in helping hundreds of patients who were deemed 
lost causes. “Lapham was the first physician in the U.S. to adopt this 
treatment successfully,” he said.         – Photo by Brian O’Shea

Highlands 3rd highway marker 
goes up near Historical Village

Highlands annual Christmas Parade is Saturday from 11a to noon on Main 
Street. After and during the parade there are numerous events going 
on. A BBQ lunch in Jones Hall at the Episcopal church from 11:30am to 
1:30pm It’s the third annual Food Pantries Christmas. For a $10 donation 
per meal, its a BBQ sandwich, beans, slaw and potato chips, plus a drink. 
There’s Christmas Caroling at First Presbyterian Church at 1pm, Mozart’s 
The Magic Flute at 2pm, Live via Satellite at the PAC featuring the Metro-
politan Opera (NYC). Tickets are available at the door. Children are free. 
At First Presbyterian Church, it’s the Smoky Mountain Brass Quintet’s 
free Christmas Concert at 4pm and Chefs in the House at OEI’s The 
Farm with Pitmaster Rodney Scott. Santa and Mrs. Claus will be in K-H 
Founders Park on Pine Street to hear wishes until 4 p.m. after the parade. 

– Photo by Kim Lewicki

Christmas festivities begin!

Twice now in recent weeks 
a Facebook debate based on mis-
information fueled a movement 
– this time to put a cross back on 
top of  the town Christmas tree in 
K-H Founders Park. (The previous 
debate was about Main Street beau-
tification plans.)

The cross was on the Christ-
mas tree at the town lighting Sat-
urday night but was removed and 
according to town officials, the 
symbol of  the cross was not the 
reason.

Last year, the wind caught the 
star topper on the original Christ-
mas tree in the park and snapped 
the top off  – an action that affected 
the growth of  the tree, said Town 
Manager Josh Ward. The tree suf-
fered other problems as well, which 
is why a new tree was sought and 
planted elsewhere in the park.

Cross topper
compromise 
reached for 
town tree

After commissioners nixed 
the NC DOT plan for beautify-
ing Main Street that involved the 
center walkway and parallel park-
ing, the Land Use Committee was 
asked to get with the agency to see 

if  the town’s original plan could 
be resurrected. It involved curbed, 
tree planters set at the ends of  a 
few center, diagonal parking spac-
es from 3rd to 5th streets.

Originally, NC DOT rejected 

the plan because the agency re-
quires eight feet from a tree trunk 
to the travel-way on roads posted at 
25 mph or less.

Monday afternoon, Andy 

Compromise reached for Main Street

M cCULLEY’S

In Highlands
on the Hill & Main Street

526-4407
and

In Cashiers
24B Canoe Point • 743-5515

Holiday Sale 

For this year only, all faiths 
are invited to participate
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Russell, district engineer with NC DOT at-
tended the Land Use Committee meeting at 
the Community Building to hash out pos-
sibilities. 

In attendance were committee mem-
bers Commissioners Donnie Calloway, 
John Dotson and Eric Pierson as well as 
Town Manager Josh Ward, Town Engineer 
Lamar Nix and three Chamber represen-
tatives – Bob Kieltyka, Jerry Moore and 
Amanda Sullivan.

Originally, Russell said for safety rea-

sons, should a vehicle run off  the road, the 
NC DOT policy on urban landscaping and 
tree planting stipulates that there be a clear 
recovery area of  eight feet from the travel-
way for a tree four inches or larger at the 
base..

However, by the time the discussion 
was over, Russell said he “felt optimistic” 
about getting permission from the Road-
side Environmental Unit to reduce the 
travel-way encroachment to five or six feet 

Plans for the new town 
Christmas Tree began over 
a year ago. The tree was 

transported from Spruce Pine and 
replanted in the park in late winter. 
Professional arborists informed the 
parks and recreation committee 
that winter was the perfect time to 
relocate a large tree. Our staff  and 
the committee were also advised 
not to trim the limbs of  the tree, 
nor heavily decorate it this first year. 
Placing an ornament at the top of  
the lead branch this first year was not to be 
done.

The previous town tree had been topped 
with a star. During last year’s Christmas cel-
ebrations, high winds had caused the top to 
break out of  the tree. The parks and recreation 
committee’s plan this year was not to place any 
ornament on top of  this new tree since it has 
fragile first year growth. 

When I arrived at the town lighting to see 
the cross ornament mounted on top of  the 
tree, I was very dismayed and frustrated, not 
because it was a cross, but because the plan 
which had been in the making for months had 
not been followed. I feared we could be right 
back in a situation where the top branch of  the 
new tree would be broken and future growth 
impaired. So, the removal of  the cross on top 

of  the town Christmas tree was not 
driven by animus toward any specif-
ic religious symbol. My discussions 
with the town manager at the town 
lighting that someone overheard, 
were in the context of  why the origi-
nal plan had not been followed, and 
who had arbitrarily decided to place 
the cross on top of  this fragile tree. 
My response was out of  frustration 
and momentary confusion. I apolo-
gize if  anyone took offense.

My best information is that the 
self-fabricated cross was placed on the tree by a 
town employee after the tree had been official-
ly decorated by the town crew. Apparently, he 
failed to understand that when the decision was 
made not to top the tree with the star owned by 
the town, that meant no topping whatsoever. 
The employee had no authorization to do what 
was done. I suspect if  the cross had never been 
placed on the tree, this controversy would not 
have developed.

With that said, the group that held a vigil 
around the Christmas Tree on Monday night 
feel very strongly that removing the cross was 
a symbolic example of  marginalization of  the 
Christian faith at this Christmas season. I have 
had a cordial and candid meeting with Rever-
end Ford of  First Baptist Church who has been 
the leader of  the group. I have also had individ-
ual conversations with town board members to 
get their input.

Over fear of  damaging the tree, I took the 
lead and had the cross removed from the tree. 
I am the person who now will initiate a com-
promise by having the cross placed lower on 
the tree in a location that will not damage the 
new top. The cross will be on the tree for this 
Christmas only. Other faiths are invited to put 
a symbol on the tree, as well.

As this new tree grows and matures this 
coming year, a system to secure a top ornament 
will be developed and reviewed. If  feasible, 
next year the tree will be topped with the tra-
ditional star. The current lights and Christmas 
ball ornaments will the decorations for the tree. 
The tree will be professionally trimmed next 
year as planned. During the coming months 
the Town Board may want to review these pro-
cedures and plans.

I deeply regret the decoration of  the tree 
has become a divisive issue in our community. 
This is the time of  the year where communi-
ties, families and friends should come together 
in love, affection and respect for one another, 
regardless of  faith. See you at the Christmas 
parade on Saturday morning. 

Clarifying the Christmas Tree topper issue
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MeadowsMountainRealty.com  |  828.526.1717

At Highlands Falls CC 
2334 CASHIERS ROAD

Downtown Highlands
488 MAIN STREET

New Office in Cashiers 
132 HIGHWAY 107 SOUTH

HIGHGATE, HIGHLANDS
Rise above it all at one of the highest altitudes in Highlands - the Highgate 
community. Nestled in this upscale private community within a four minute drive 
to downtown Highlands, this house will not disappoint. With relaxing wooded and 
long range moun-tain views, it is a true respite. The home boasts an open floor plan 
with high ceilings, five large bedrooms — each with a bath — and a lower level 
with separate deck. The main floor master suite has its own fireplace along with “his 
and hers” bathrooms. This home is wonderful for entertaining, easily flowing 
from the large screened porch with wood-burning fireplace into the well-
appointed gourmet kitchen with separate “clean up” area. There is a lower level wine 
storage room. Professionally landscaped 2.12 acre lot with fire pit and plenty of 
parking for guests.

MLS# 89486  |  Offered for $2,800,000

TRILLIUM LINKS & LAKE CLUB
This is not your normal country club home! Gorgeous four bedroom home with 
so much to offer: master on the main level, three fireplaces, lower level family 
room, wine cellar, guest room, and plenty of storage. The outdoor living space is 
wonderful and boasts a hot tub, a playhouse for the kids, and a yard that you could 
only dream of in the mountains. Fabulous amenities come with being a member of 
Trillium (golfing, pool, kids’ camp, immediate lake access, boat slips, croquet, 
indoor/outdoor tennis just to mention a few). Have dinner at the clubhouse, take 
in a round of golf, or just enjoy the day out on Lake Glenville, the lake with the 
highest elevation east of the Mississippi.

MLS# 89595  |  Offered for $1,395,000



• Highlands Area Dining •

Open Year Round • 6 days

Asia House
Japanese • Asian• Thai Cuisine

Serving Lunch and Dinner Year-Round.
Gourmet Foods, Full Service Bar
Town Square at 343-D Main St. • Highlands

828-526-4035

Serving Lunch 
Mon-Sun • 11a to 4p

7 days a week

Mon. thru Thurs., 11a to 10p
Fri., & Sat., 11a to 11 p

Sun., noon to 10p
828-787-1680 or 828-787-1900

We Cater!
151 Helen’s Barn Avenue

LUNCH: Fri. - Sun. noon to 4p
DINNER: 

Mon.-Thurs. 5-10p • Fri.-Sun. 4-10p
For reservations call: 526-4429

332 Main Street • Highlands

Cyprus  
International Cuisine

Sports Page 
Sandwich Shoppe

Monday:Saturday
Breakfast: 7:30:10:30am 

Lunch: Until 2:30pm

Now Serving Breakfast & 
Lunch All Year Long!

Full cooked-to-order breakfast &
Daily Lunch Specials.

314 main Street, Highlands • (828) 526-3555

Homemade in House
Open 11a.m until
Closed Mondays

423 N. 4th Street • 828-526-5188

Serving Dinner 
from 5:30p 

7 days a week
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Open Daily: 
Mon - Sat 7 - 4; Sunday 8 - 3 

UNDER NEW MANAGEMENT 
Craft Breakfast, Lunch and Pastries 

Daily Chef Created Soups, Salads & Sandwiches 
137 Main Street, Wright Square, Highlands, NC 

828.487 .4633 

Menus Printed Daily
Fresh Seasonal  

Ingredients

Please call for reservations

Now hiring all positions

Closed Wednesdays AND
Closed daily 3 to 4:30p 

 (828) 526-4906
‘Our 34th Year’Paoletti

Closed through Dec. 19.  
Join us for the Holidays and our New Year’s Gala
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TRILLIUM LINKS & LAKE CLUB Well-built and well-maintained home 
with long range views. The perfect combination of master suite and living spaces on 
the main level and two en suite bedrooms and an office upstairs. Connected single 
carport. Large back deck with outdoor fireplace and screened in section. Updated fin-
ishes. New roof in 2017. Underground fence for the four-legged family members. Beau-
tiful new landscaping with flower garden full of perennials. Move-in ready. Trillium 
Links & Lake Club offers wonderful golf and a private lake club with dock space.

MLS# 89554  |  Offered for $599,000

HIGHLANDS IN-TOWN Wonderful two-story cottage overlooking 
splashy Mill Creek. Tucked in at the end of a cul-de-sac, it is hard to believe you are 
just two blocks from Main Street and an easy walk to dining, theatre, and shopping. 
The main level features a master bedroom with a great bath plus a second suite. The 
large kitchen is open to the great room and has granite countertops. From the great 
room there is access to either open decking or a roomy screened porch. Upstairs is a 
second master suite making this the perfect home for two couples to share.

MLS# 89695  |  Offered for $699,000

HIGHLANDS COUNTRY CLUB Located on a cul-de-sac in prestigious 
Highlands Country Cub, this property was built with privacy in mind. It features a view 
of Satulah Mountain as well as long range views from nearly every room. This cottage 
style home has three levels. The main level features the kitchen, living room with 
fireplace, dining room, master bedroom and bath along with a huge screened porch 
outdoor “living room” and additional porch areas that are not under cover. The lower 
level has a second living room with fireplace, second outdoor deck area, and two 
guest bedrooms. The loft is perfect as an office or overflow sleeping quarters for the 
kids. HCC memberships are available but not mandatory for home ownership.

MLS# 89665  |  Offered for $1,049,000

SCALY MOUNTAIN Amazing views from this contemporary home in King 
Mountain located on the Atlanta side of Highlands about six miles from Main Street. 
The property backs to the Nantahala National Forest and has beautiful rock outcrop-pings 
on nearly level land. The home was designed by renowned architect Jim Fox and has 
lots of interesting angles and spaces. The focal point in the living room is a sunken 
fireplace with comfortable seating. The master level is upstairs and includes an office 
with lots of windows. The lower level boasts a family room with glass all around 
plus two sleeping areas.

MLS# 89729  |  Offered for $895,000

MeadowsMountainRealty.com  |  828.526.1717

At Highlands Falls CC 
2334 CASHIERS ROAD

Downtown Highlands
488 MAIN STREET

New Office in Cashiers 
132 HIGHWAY 107 SOUTH



828-526-2338

...on the Verandah 
Restaurant

on Lake Sequoyah
www.ontheverandah.com

US 64 west • Highlands

Open:
7 nights a 
week and 
Sunday 
Brunch 

• Highlands Area Dining •

Southern Living: “Best Place for Dinner in Highlands”

We will be closed Dec. 3-4, 10-25. 
Re-opening Dec. 26-31.

Make your reservations to celebrate 
New Year’s Eve with us!

www.wolfgangs.net

Celebrating our 24th Season

CELEBRATING OUR 29TH SEASON

Call 828.526.9419 for Reservations
531 Smallwood Ave. | On Harris Lake | Highlands

A UNIQUE FINE 
DINING EXPERIENCE

ON HARRIS LAKE

www.lakesiderestaurant.info

Coffee • Espresso Drinks
Smoothies • Hot Soup
Paninis • Baked Goods

On Main Street • Highlands
7 days a week • 7a to 6p • 526-0020
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Advertising in 
Highlands Newspaper 

and online at 
www.highlandsinfo.com 

WORKS. 
For information, 

call 828-200-1371 or email: 
highlandseditor@aol.com

Open New Year’s Eve! 

Open for Dinner in 
December at 5:30
Thursday, Friday & 

Saturday 
Open Thurs., Dec. 27 
through Mon. Dec. 31

...MAIN STREET from page 2

Order Your 
Mountain Fresh Grocery Tradition: 

Stollen Bread & 3/b Pound Cake 
far the Holidays! 

Makes the Perfect Gift! 

rt-, 

Stollen Bread $19.95

3/b Pound Cake $29. 95
Lemon, Vanilla, Spiced Pecan, & Orange Cranberry 

Hand-made in our bakery. 
Call (828)526-2400 or order online at mfgro.com 

or visit us to see our full line ofbaked goods for the holidays. 
For pickup or shipping anywhere in the US 

-� - 

MOUNTAIN FRESH GROCERY 
COOKING FOR HIGHLANDS 

STORE OPENS MONDAY- SATURDAY 

AT 7AM & SUNDAY AT 8AM 

Corner ofFifth &Main, Highlands NC• (828) 526-2400 

www.mfgro.com

•See MAIN STREET page 11

instead of  eight. Nix said the maximum he could get with 
the desired design was five feet.

If  the answer is no, then Nix said the other option was 
a tree planter or two, each in the middle of  a parking space 
down the middle of  each block – 3rd to 4th and 4th to 5th 
streets.

Unlike the preferred scenario, that design would se-
verely shorten the spaces occupied by the trees – not take 
them away but make them more suitable for motorcycles or 
mini-cars, something Bob Mills of  Nancys Fancys thought 
would be a good thing.

Though some don’t want any changes to Main Street, 
by the end of  the 45-minute discussion everyone agreed a 
few extra trees on Main Street either at the ends of  a few 
spaces or in the middle, if  that is the only option … would 
be OK.

“I don’t think everyone is against a tree or two; I think 
it’s the overkill that got to everyone. I am still not for all 
those trees with curbing, but a tree or two, I would look at 
that,” said Commissioner Calloway who was originally ada-
mantly opposed to changing the street.

Chamber member and Director of  Marketing and Pub-
lic Relations for OEI Amanda Sullivan said she was glad a 
compromise had been reached.

“I love that we are coming to some sort of  compro-
mise where we have some green features down Main Street. 
This makes it easier to do some photography and market 
the downtown area in a visually compelling way,” she said. “I 
think what people have come around to is a viable solution 
if  we can make it work. From a marketing perspective, I love 
the idea of  being able to shoot a business across Main Street 
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& � MOUNTAIN FRESH GROCER� 
I� )EVERY FRIDAY lND SATURDAY 

NIGHT FROM 6 ro 8PM 
FRIDAY NIGHT IS STEAKHOUSE NIGHT 

FROM 6PM TO 8PM (DINE-IN ONLY) 
ORDER FROM THE GRILL 

12-OUNCE RIBEYE
12 OUNCE NY STRIP 
8-OUNCE FILET
GRILLED WILD CAUGHT SALMON 
TWO 5-OUNCE LOBSTER TAILS 

23.99 
18.99 
24.99 
18.99 
24.99 

THEN HELP YOURSELF TO THE PREMIUM HOT AND COLD 
BAR WITH STEAKHOUSE SPECIALTIES SUCH AS: 

FRENCH ONION SOUP, SPINACH GRATIN, BAKED 
POTATOES, STEAK FRIES, MAC N CHEESE, SHERRIED 

MUSHROOMS, POTATOES AU GRATIN, FRENCH GREEN 
BEANS, ICEBERG WEDGES AND DESSERT. 

SATURDAY NIGHT IS 
FAMILY BBQ BUFFET

FROM 6PM TO 8PM (DINE-IN ONLY) 
Adults $13.99 - 10 and under $7.99

UNLIMITED, CONTINUOUSLY SERVED 
FRESH FROM THE HOT BAR! 

Pulled Pork

Smoked BBQ Chicken

Smoked Ribs

Beef Brisket
WITH SIDES LIKE:

Corn Bread, Collard Greens, Slaw, Baked Beans 
and Hushpuppies.

VISIT MFGRO.COM FOR DETAILS 
BEER, WINE AND PREMIUM COCKTAILS AVAILABLE. 

COOKING FOR HIGHLANDS 
MON-SAT OPEN AT 7AM AND SUNDAYS AT SAM 

CORNER OF FIFTH & MAIN, HIGHLANDS NC • 828.526.2400 • MFGRO.COM 

...CROSS continued from page 1

El Azteca Rainforest Bar & Grill • 72 Highlands Plaza

El Azteca Rainforest Bar & Grill • 72 Highlands Plaza

“Once the top snaps off, it just bush-
es out and never gets its shape back,” said 
Ward. “We want to be careful with this new 
tree until the top is strong enough to with-
stand the wind.”

At the advice of  an arborist, the Rec 
Park Committee, made up of  Commis-
sioners Amy Patterson and Brian Stiehler, 
instructed the town not to put anything on 
the top of  the new tree for at least a year.

However, Ward said while decorating 
the tree, the town’s electric crew thought 
something should be on top, so they put 
up a cross thinking the wind would pass 
around it rather than push against it.  

Mayor Pat Taylor said when he saw 
the cross Saturday night, he was concerned 
– not because it was a cross, though he be-
lieves the star the town traditionally puts 
atop its tree is more ecumenical in nature 

– but because the town was instructed not 
to chance the top snapping off. That being 
said, the action was unauthorized.

“Obviously, people have misunder-
stood the reason for the removal of  the 
cross; it was done to protect the tree,” said 
the mayor.

Commissioner Brian Stiehler, who is 
an agronomist and horticulturalist, and who 
was involved in the selection and placement 
of  the new tree in the park, said it’s critical at 
this point not to do anything to destroy the 
shape of  the tree from here on out.

“Once the top snaps off, it grows into a 
bush and isn’t a tree anymore,” he said.

Over the year, the new Christmas tree 
will be professionally trimmed and if  it is 
strong enough next year, the star will likely 
be put on top.

•See CROSS page 8
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330 Dillard 
Road
Above

Highlands 
Decorating 

Center
828-526-4192

Taylor Barnes Spa
• Therapeutic Massage
• Age Defying Facials

• Euphoric Feet & Reflexology
• Tuscan Wine Body Polish

• Personal Training

Taylor Barnes Salon
• Color, Cuts, 

• Make-up
• Up-Dos

• Hair Extensions
• Manicures
• Pedicures

Dr. Joseph H. Wilbanks, D.D.S.

706-886-9439 • 800-884-9439

278 East Doyle St. • Toccoa, GA

COMPLETE DENTAL CARE UNDER ONE ROOF.

You are only 50 miles away from 30 years experience in top-
notch, high-tech, one-stop dentistry known for its gentle touch. 

• Dental Implants • Root Canal 
Therapy

• SINGLE VISIT CROWNS! 
• Orthodontics including Invisalign  

• Wisdom Teeth Extractions 
and of course Fillings and Cleanings.

(IV Sedation, too)

www.WilbanksSmileCenter.com

“I hate that this has been 
blown up this way. It’s a big misun-
derstanding,” said Stiehler. “Even 
on the mayor’s weekly broadcast he 
told people not to expect anything 
on the top of  the tree this year.”

Though some are saying tak-
ing the cross down is like taking 
“Christ” out of  Christmas, there 
are others who prefer a star.

For many, the star represents 
the symbol of  Advent – the com-
ing of  the Messiah – and the cross 
represents his death and resurrec-
tion. 

Highlands, like most towns 
and cities is comprised of  all kinds 
of  people of  all kinds of  faiths 
– Jews, Catholics, Muslims, Bud-
dhists, and a myriad of  Protestant 
denominations. In any case, many 
relate to the star in an ecumenical 
way.

In fact, Commissioner 
Stiehler, who wasn’t at the tree 
lighting this year, got two calls later 
that night from citizens concerned 
that a cross was on the tree instead 
of  the traditional star.

However, Monday night, 

about 30 people gathered in the 
park to peacefully protest the re-
moval of  the cross and requested 
it be put back on top of  the tree.

Opening with the hymn 
Amazing Grace, Dr. Mark Ford, 
pastor of  First Baptist Church 
Highlands, spoke to the crowd – 
many of  whom were his parishio-
ners.

“We are here on this cold 
night to declare that Christmas is 
about Christ who came for one 
reason; he came to show the love 
of  God and to die for our sins.

“And because of  that, we 
think this Christmas tree should 
have THE symbol of  Christ on it 
which is the cross.

“I would declare to you 
as Christians, we have suffered 
enough and have been margin-
alized by society. We are seeing 
ourselves pushed to the margins 
by political correctness and by po-
litical institutions and even other 
religious institutions that basically 
want us to be quiet.

“I understand why. But I 
would say to you, as Christians we 

may get pushed to the margins, but 
we should go with the clear mes-
sage that we believe in Jesus Christ 
and he is the reason for this sea-
son. 

“We need to keep praying and 
expressing our sentiments. We are 
not here in any form of  violence 
or any form of  anger, we are here 
to say to our mayor and our town, 
please put the cross back on this 
tree because in this public square 
in this day I believe we have a right 
to have that cross up there. 

“The explanation that was 
given to me by the mayor was that 
to put any kind of  topper on the 
tree it may damage that tree. Be-
cause of  that they were going to 
hold off  putting any kind of  top-
per up there, star or cross. 

“And if  that is the “legiti-
mate” reason, and the reason we 
can’t have anything up there be-
cause we are worried about the 
health of  this tree, I would ask, if  
nothing else, bring it down a foot 
or two and put it out front and let 
the whole world still see that the 
reason for the symbols like Christ-
mas trees and wreaths is because 
of  Christ.

“So, mayor, please put the 

...CROSS continued from page 7

•See CROSS page 16
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Home for the holidays might mean 
something different for everyone, 

but this time of year reminds all of us 
that home is where the heart is.

Since our first day, especially on holidays,  
our heart has always been home providing  

high-quality care with warmth and compassion.

Whether your family prefers turkey, 
ham or tofu turkey, we wish western North 
Carolina a very safe, restful, gratitude-filled 

holiday season. 

At HCA Healthcare we are reflecting 
on loved ones near and far, and are 
thankful to help so many patients 
and families throughout the year.

Care. Together.caretogethernc.com

We invite you to learn more 
about HCA Healthcare. 

HCA Healthcare
Home is Where the Heart is 
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•highlanDs area eVents •
Ongoing
Through Dec. 29
• At the Hudson Library, The 

Modern Quilt Guild of Franklin NC 
challenged their members to cre-
ate a wall hanging to demonstrate 
and highlight Modern Quilting. The 
challenge chosen by the members 
consisted of a landscape image of 
the Franklin area and a fabric pal-
ette of seven colors. Each quilters 
wall hanging had to use six of the 
seven colors and reflect the Modern 
Quilt movement. Eleven quilt are 
displayed in the Community Room 
showing each persons answer to 
the challenge. Most interesting to 
see the differing results from each 
person even with the commonalities 
of color and reference. 

Through Dec 30
• At The Bascom, interweaving 

Southern Baskets. The art of bas-
ketry, including examples of Native 
American works and fine art bas-

kets.
Sat.,Dec. 1
• Annual Olde Mountain Christ-

mas Parade on Main Street beginning 
at 11 a.m.

• Christmas Caroling at First 
Presbyterian Church at 1 p.m.

• A BBQ lunch in Jones Hall 
at the Episcopal church from 11:30 
a.m. to 1:30 p.m.It’s the third annual 
Food Pantries Christmas. For a $10 
donation per meal, you’ll get a box 
containing a barbecue sandwich, 
beans, slaw and potato chips, plus a 
drink -- soda or water.

•At PAC, Mozart’s The Magic 
Flute at 2pm. Live via Satellite featur-
ing the Metropolitan Opera (NYC) 
with a pre-opera discussion 30 
minutes prior. (After the Highlands 
Christmas Parade) Tickets are avail-
able online: www.highlandspac.org, at 
the door or by calling: 828.526.9047. 

• At First Presbyterian Church, 
Smoky Mountain Brass Quintet 

Christmas Concert @ 4pm (admis-
sion is free)

• Chefs in the House at The 
Farm at Old Edwards. Parade night 
party with Pitmaster Rodney Scott.

Mon., Dec. 3
• The community is invited to 

attend a retirement celebration hon-
oring Herbert Plauche, MD, on Mon-
day, from 1 to 3 pm at Highlands-Ca-
shiers Hospital in the Jane Woodruff 
Clinic, Third Floor Reception Area 
at 209 Hospital Drive in Highlands. 
Refreshments will be served. Guests 
are encouraged to park and enter 
from the 3rd floor. Please RSVP to 
Brittany Dryman at 828-526-1345. 

Thurs., Dec. 6
• Highlands School Winter 

Concert at 6 pm in Highlands School 
Old Gym. K-8 students will perform 
a mix of winter and holiday music. 

• Lively Kirtan and Bhaga-
vad Gita Discourse at 3 pm. Learn 
transcendental Sanskrit mantras led 
by a traditional harmonium artist 
and discover eastern philosophy of 
spirituality. Joining in the downstairs 
hall of the Spiritual Light Center, 80 
Heritage Hollow Drive Franklin, NC 
28734. For interest or any questions 

in advance, call (828) 526-4818. If 
calling the day of the event, please 
call (828) 371-6803. Free gathering, 
come as you are!

Sat. & Sun., Dec. 8-9
• Highlands Community Cho-

rale will present “An Appalachian 
Christmas” concert at 5PM in the 
HUMC sanctuary. A reception fol-
lows the Sunday concert.. Cost is 
free. 

Sat., Dec. 8
•At PAC, The Madness of King 

George by Alan Bennett at 1 p.m. 
Live via Satellite Series featuring the 
National Theatre (London.) with a 
pre-opera discussion 30 minutes 
prior. Tickets are available online: 
www.highlandspac.org, at the door 
or by calling: 828.526.9047. 

Thurs., Dec. 13
• Town Board meeting at 7 p.m. 

in the Community Building.
Mon. Dec. 17
• HCP presents its free annual 

holiday program of music and read-
ings on Thursday, December 13, at 
Highlands Performing Arts Center, 
beginning at 7 p.m. and again at the 
Cashiers Library on Monday, De-
cember 17, at 7 p.m. 

Call Today for an Appointment.

Botox in time for the Holidays!

Center for Plastic Surgery
Robert T. Buchanan, MD

828-526-3783
209 Hospital Dr. Ste. 202, Highlands

www.PlasticSurgeryToday.com

The Highlands Performing 
Arts Center will present the MET 
Opera’s classic, The Magic Flute on 
Saturday, December 1 at 2pm. 

Come to the Highlands Christ-
mas Parade at 11am, the Bar-B-Que 
lunch at the Church of the Incarna-
tion to benefit the Food Panty fol-
lowing the parade and then to PAC 
to see the fairy tale opera, The Magic 
Flute by Mozart. 

Julie Taymor’s dazzling produc-
tion returns in an encore presenta-
tion of the company’s first-ever Live 
in HD transmission. James Levine 
conducts a winning ensemble in-
cluding tenor Matthew Polenzani, 
baritone Nathan Gunn, and bass 
René Pape in this abridged, English-
language version of Mozart’s classic 
fable. Tickets are available online: 
highlandspac.org, at the door or by 
calling: 828.526.9047. Highlands Per-
forming Arts Center, 507 Chestnut 
Street, Highlands NC 28741

The Magic Flute 
is at PAC after 

the parade
All children are admitted for FREE. 

Pair of events at 
First Presbyterian 

on Sat., Dec. 1
Everyone is cordially invited to 

a Christmas Carol Sing at Highlands 
First Presbyterian Church at 1pm 
on Sat., Dec. 1 after the parade. 

Stell Huie will be song leader 
with Angie Jenkins at the piano. If 
you enjoy singing familiar Christmas 
carols, you will want to make this a 
part of your Christmas tradition. 

Then at 4pm, the award win-
ning Smoky Mountain Brass Quintet 
will present a free concert.

The church is at the corner of 
Main and 5th streets. Handicapped 
accessible entrances are on 5th 
Street and on Church Street. 
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MONDAY
Gentle Yoga Class 9am • Evening Yoga Class 5:30pm

WEDNESDAY
Intermediate Yoga Class 9am

THURSDAY, THANKSGIVING DAY
Gratitude in Motion Yoga Class 9am

FRIDAY
Gentle Power Yoga Class 9am 

SATURDAY
All Levels Yoga Class 9:30am

464 Carolina Way • YogaHighlands.com • 828-526-8880

All Levels Welcome • Experienced & Effective Teachers

By Luke Osteen
This year’s Highlands Community Chorale’s Christmas 

performance, “An Appalachian Christmas: Traditions Old 
and New” is a calculated celebration of  the musical heritage 
of  this little corner of  the Blue Ridge Mountains. 

 “It’s really the music that lies beneath our feet – these 
songs are in the soil and they pop up,” says Chorale Di-
rector Les Scott. “The sound we’re going to present isn’t 
bluegrass. Bluegrass came about in the 1940s. This is old-
time music, plain and simple. It runs deep in this area and it 
resonates, even today.”

The songs performed for “An Appalachian Christ-
mas” were spared the fate of  fading from memory by 
the careful scholarship of  John Jacob Niles. Roaming the 
Southern Appalachians in the 1920s and 30s, Niles would 
transcribe the songs that he heard in rural churches, moun-
tain homes, and tent revivals. Thanks to his labors, many of  
these deeply spiritual songs have been celebrated around 
the world. Niles himself  helped to foster their acceptance. 
To stress their value, whenever he performed these songs 
with his self-made dulcimers, he was always attired in white 
tie and tails. 

Furthering the concert’s roots in the traditions of  
Highlands and Cashiers will be Naomi Chastain’s recol-
lections of  Christmas as celebrated by her family just this 
side of  the Georgia Line. The Christmases she recounts 

Appalachian Christmas 
Chorale is set for Dec 8 & 9

were simple by today’s standards, yet leavened with laughter 
and love, such as she and her friends pulling Christmas Eve 
pranks throughout the community – pranks like leaving a 
neighbor’s cow in a stall in place of  a family’s work horse, 
or rousing sleepy farmhouse-dwellers in the middle of  the 
night by yelling and beating pots and pans - “serenading” 
they called it. Ms. Chastain’s recollections of  those times are 
delivered with such honest affection that the years melt away 
and the entire audience is amidst that band of  merrymakers.

Also strengthening the Appalachian connection are the 
readings scattered throughout the evening. These include 
stories from people in the Foxfire community, and homilies 
from Dr. Fred Craddock, internationally-recognized theo-
logian and pastor of  Cherry Log Community Church, just 
outside of  Blue Ridge, Georgia. Gospel readings are taken 
from Dr. Clarence Jordan’s “Cotton Patch Gospels,” a rever-
ent southern retelling of  the familiar Nativity accounts. 

All the joyful voices, all the readings, all the universal 
themes embedded in the performance, are built upon an 
Appalachian orchestral sound created by Scott. 

 “We’ll have guitars and banjos, fiddles, dulcimers, man-
dolins, a military drum, spoons and a washboard,” he says. 
“It’ll be a mountain sound, but it’ll full and rich and reverent, 
as you would have found it 100 years ago.”

Come celebrate the music of  Christmas with the Cho-
rale on Saturday, December 8, at 5 p.m. or on Sunday, De-
cember 9, at 5 p.m. at Highlands United Methodist Church, 
located at 315 Main Street. There’ll be a reception following 
the Sunday performance. 

Admission is free, but donations are accepted. For 
more information, call (828) 526-3376.

underneath a tree lit with lights or with fall color in the 
foreground. It really represents Highlands and the reason 
people come here. All the studies show people are spending 
more time downtown and they actually are spending more 
money.”

Once the public was invited to speak to the issue, OEI 
General Manager Jack Austin said he believes more trees 
on Main Street would make it even more beautiful than it is 
and suggested “greening it up” would heighten its appeal.

“Architectural Digest did its list of  ‘Prettiest Small 
Towns in America’ recently. Highlands wasn’t on it and Ca-
shiers was number 30-something. It’s a matter of  opinion 
and perception,” he said.

In the end, depending on what NC DOT says about 
the encroachment issue, the Land Use Committee decided 
that any new trees on Main Street would be set within a 
grate flush with the road which eliminates the problem of  
curbing obstacles for pedestrians or drivers. To protect the 
trees – without curbing – wrought iron tree guards would 
be installed.

Russell said he was sure he could have an answer con-
cerning the travel-way encroachment within a week or two.

Once the town knows which direction to take, visuals 
will be drawn up for the public to see both prior to and at 
the Dec. 13 Town Board meeting at which time a final deci-
sion will be made.

Owner of  Southern Way Harry Bears who would rath-
er Main Street be left as it is, offered his perspective.

“Main Street is beautiful. It’s never been a parking lot. 
If  you guys want to put some trees up that’s fine. But it’s 
a beautiful place as it is. Cashiers would love to have our 
problems. This is Main Street. This is the magic. This is the 
golden goose. This is all of  it. Please be careful what you do 
to it because we are very, very lucky people.” 

Chamber member and owner of  Kilwins Jerry Moore 
said a couple of  aesthetic trees on the main block areas of  
Main Street without losing parking, without creating ob-
stacles and still being able to pull through is something he 
and others could live with. 

“But I agree with Harry. If  we did nothing, we would 
still be an amazing awesome town. But I am not against 
enhancing things. This is tweaking not reinventing Main 
Street because it’s pretty awesome just the way it is,” he said.

– Kim Lewicki

...MAIN STREET from page 6

Book a private cooking class with Rachel 
at the Spice & Tea Exchange shop.

Get a group together and come ready 
for fun, good food and laughs!

$30/person

828-482-1609 • 330 Main Street, Highlands

Prepare to Fight the Winter Blues!
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355 Main Street  
(in The Galax Theatre)

526-4660

• Free People • BB 
Dakota• Michael Stars 

Diba • CP Shades 
 • THML
  Jeans by:
  • Joes
  • 7 for   
  All Mankind
  •AG 
  • Citizens  
   • Hudson
  • Mother

Visit our Upstairs 
Shoe Boutique & 

Sale Room

All Clothing & 
Shoes on Sale

At
Carolina Way

The
Custom
House

Lighting
Lamp Shades

• Pottery
• Rugs

• Pillows
&

Meridith’s Custom
Painting

828-526-2665
442 Carolina Way

Shop Local This Holiday Season
Shop with us for 
home & garden 

gems this 
Christmas Season!

S. 4th street 
526-4473

End of 
Season

SALE 
is ON!

5153lli 

• 
Full Service Jeweler • Repairs • Restorations • Appraisals 

152 S. 2nd Street I Highlands, NC I 828-526-5858 I www.JannieBeanDesigns.com 

In Highlands on Main Street in Town Square behind Kilwins
828-526-9122• www.corrico.com

SALE • SALE • SALE!
Additional 30% off SALE items!



• 
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338 Main Street 
526-4777

A Highlands tradition since 1940
Our 77th season on Main Street

Monday-Saturday
828-526-3160

382 Main Street, Highlands

SAVE
up to 50% 

on 
Fall Collections 

and 30% 
on 

Cashmere 
sweaters

Shop Local This Holiday Season

S. 4th street 
526-4473 All the sumptuous stylish brands you love!

the boutique

326 Main St.
828-482-4375

Order online at www.
facebook.com/LuluBleuNC

Select 50% OFF 
SALE

Ask about our 
Winter Pass

We will be 
closing our 

doors 
Dec. 31, 2018.
Shop early for 

best 
selections!

Jolie’s of Highlands

446 Main Street • 828-526-3963 • Mon-Sat 10a to 5p • Sun 10:30a to 4p

50% off and more storewide on clothing
50% off Home Decor ~ 60% off furniture

S
A
L
E

S
A
L
E
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• Full Service Automobile Detailing
• Purveyor and Consignor of Luxury, Exotic
and Vintage Motorcars

• White Glove Transport Specialist
• We Pay Top Dollar for High Quality Vehicles

$75 OFF 
Any Complete Detail Service 

Dec. 1, 2018 to March 31, 2019

518 Dillard Road • Highlands, NC
828-526-1900 • www.thecarbutlernc.com

Owner/Stylist: Lisa L. Shearon
Stylist: Jane B. Earp
Stylist: Kristi Stockton
Stylist/Nail Tech: Kassie Vinson

Call Today  
for an  

Appointment!

Harris Regional Hospital and Swain 
Community Hospital are joining Western 
Carolina University to announce a call for 
applicants for The Ascent Partnership 
nurse practitioner tuition support program 

for the 2019 fall semester start.
The Ascent Partnership is the formal 

relationship between WCU and the hospi-
tals. In the partnership, the hospitals pro-
vide full tuition coverage each year for two 
selected nurse practitioner students who 
commit to a minimum of  three years of  
employment by the hospitals after gradu-
ation.

Since The Ascent Partnership began 
in 2015, three WCU nurse practitioner 
students have successfully participated in 
the program. The program’s first graduate, 
Carrie Saunders, FNP, cares for patients at 
Harris Regional Hospital Urgent Care in 
the Walmart Plaza. Caroline Rooney, RN 
and Hannah Caplinger, RN are expected 
to complete the nurse practitioner pro-
gram in August 2019.

The main requirement for consid-
eration of  partnership funding is for the 
student to have been formally accepted to 
the WCU nurse practitioner program. An 
application, interview, and reference pro-
cess are also included.

To apply please visit www.myharris-
regional.com/ascent or (828) 586-7100.

Harris Regional accepting applications for 
2019 Ascent Partnership nurse  

practitioner tuition support program

�SUM �RHOUSE 
ANNUAL STOREWIDE SALE 

Now through December 1st 

Discounts 
20°/o to 60°/o 
in all our shops and warehouses 

Monday - Saturday: 9am to 5pm 

2089 Dillard Road 
Highlands, NC 

(828)526-5577
www.summerhousehighlands.com 

This is a special time of the year to offer our greatest savings just to you - our most valued customers!
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� MOUNTAIN FRESH GROCER,Y 
DINNERS-TO-GO

WINTER MENU 2018
MADE FRESH  AND SERVED HOT

MON - SAT PICK UP FROM 4:30 PM UNTIL 8 PM. 

DON'T FORGET OUR GRILL AND WOOD FIRE 
OVEN ARE OPEN EVERY DAY FROM 11AM-CLOSE 

MON 
EACH DINNER CONTAINSFOURSERVINGS 

MEXICAN MONDAY: FOUR CHEESE AND 
FOUR CHICKEN ENCHILADAS, REFRIED 
BEANS, MONTEREY RICE, HOMEMADE 
TORTILLA CHIPS, SALSA, SHREDDED 
LETTUCE, TOMATOES, SOUR CREAM 

ROASTED MEATLOAF WITH MASHED 
POTATOES, GRAVY AND A LARGE SALAD 

CHICKEN OR STEAK POT PIE and A 
LARGE SALAD 

IN-HOUSE SMOKED BBQ, COLESLAW, 
APPLE AND BACON BAKED BEANS, 
AND YEAST ROLLS 

FRI WILD CAUGHT FRIED SHRIMP, BAKED 
POTATOES, HUSH PUPPIES, AND 
COLESLAW 

CLASSIC ITALIAN SELECTION WITH 
MADE-IN-HOUSE GARLIC KNOTS AND A 
LARGE SALAD 

$22.95 
SERVES4 

$22.95 
SERV£S4 

$22.95 
SERVES4 

$22.95 
SERVES4 

$25.95 
SERVES4 

$22.95 
SERVES4 

CORNER OF FIFTH & MAIN, HIGHLANDS NC• 828.526.2400 • MFGRO.COM 

Pat Allen of  Pat Allen Real-
ty Group is pleased to announce 
their affiliation with Leading Real 
Estate Companies of  the World 
®. “This is truly an honor since 
it is by invitation only,” says Pat. 

With members in over 70 
countries, LeadingRE has con-
nections in all corners of  the 
world –with membership ex-
tended only to firms that are proven leaders 
in the markets they serve and share values 
encompassing local insight, global worldview, 
trusted experience, high performance and 
community giving. At a time when a lot of  
people talk about being “global,” LeadingRE 
truly lives it – having built a powerful interna-
tional presence long before being global was 
in fashion. 

“Being a local and independent firm al-
lows us to concentrate on our specific area,” 
says Pat. “We work full-time and understand 
the obligations we have to our clients. We 
don’t overprice to secure listings and fully as-
sist our clients throughout the buying or sell-
ing process, in efforts to assist them in mak-
ing the right decisions for them, keeping their 
best interests in mind. This is not a hobby, 
but a profession that requires knowledge and 
experience and we take our job seriously. We 
train our brokers to make sure our clients are 
well represented from the beginning of  our 

relationships until well after our 
successful closings. Our willing-
ness to work as a team and not 
compete with each other sets us 
apart from other firms.”

Pat Allen Realty Group’s 
ongoing involvement in the local 
community and its willingness to 
give back was one of  the reasons 
Leading Real Estate Companies 

of  the World chose Pat Allen Realty Group 
to represent them in the area. Pat Allen Re-
alty Group sponsors multiple non-profits and 
serves on various boards in support of  the 
entire plateau. Other factors of  consideration 
were the firm’s demonstration of  strong lo-
cal insight as well as the consistent growth Pat 
Allen Realty Group has shown year over year. 
The firm’s success is strongly attributed to the 
basis of  the company’s core values, which in-
clude providing exceptional customer service 
to its clients and approaching all with honesty 
and integrity. 

“Being selected as a member of  Leading 
Real Estate Company of  the World ® takes us 
to a new level and we are here to help with 
your wants, needs and desires. Thank you all 
for your support in the past that has led to our 
current successes. We look forward to a bright 
future! Stop by Pat Allen Realty Group at 295 
Dillard Road and meet our team, says Pat. We 
are here for you.”

Pat Allen Realty Group awarded 
membership in exclusive 

Leading Real Estate Companies of the World®

•Biz/org neWs•
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Seating by reservation only. 
To reserve, call 828-526-9419. 

"II came without ribbons. II came without tags. II came without packages, boxes, 
or bags. Maybe Christmas doesn't come from a store. 

Maybe Christmas means a little bit more." 
- How the Grinch Stole Christmas, by Dr. Seuss 

$20 Per Fitness Class

Extending our Classes 
to Locals this

WINTER SEASON!  

Monday through Thursday only, excluding holidays 
and Dec. 24 to Jan. 2. Local ID is required from 
Macon, Jackson, Transylvania or Rabun county 
from each person a� ending. Some restric� ons 

apply. Not to be combined with any other 
discounts or specials. Plus tax and gratuity.

Purchase your pass at The Spa 
21 Church Street, Highlands

828-787-2687 | OldEdwardsInn.com/Fitness 

 In Old Edwards
 Private Wine Cellar

Saturdays From 4 - 5 pm 
through December 22 

Drop into the Historic Inn Lobby 

445 Main Street, Highlands 

Complimentary 
Wine Tastings

...CROSS from page 8
cross back up and do it for the people of  
this town who still have faith in Christ,” said 
Pastor Ford. 

Once the town realized the original 
tree planted in the park wasn’t healthy and 
therefore not growing, another tree was 
sought and a new location in the park de-
cided upon. It debuted at the town lighting, 
Saturday, Nov. 24.

Art and Angela William paid for the 
new tree – somewhere in the vicinity of  

$12,000 – and in-kind services from various 
companies in town took care of  transporting 
it, digging the hole and planting the tree.

“We want to protect the tree. Why jeop-
ardize it?” said Stiehler.

In the spirit of  compromise, however – 
for this year only – Mayor Taylor has now 
said the cross can be placed lower on the tree 
where it won’t damage the new top. In addition, 
other faiths have been invited to put a symbol 
on the tree, too. 

– Kim Lewicki

First Baptist Church Highlands Pastor Dr. Mark Ford addresses the crowd.
– Photo by Kim Lewicki
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•Biz/org neWs•

Carol Wilson, General Man-
ager of  Landmark Realty and 
Vacation Rentals, announced that 
Carl Romberg of  Highlands has 
been chosen as the new Broker in 
Charge for the Landmark office 
in Highlands.

“We know that Carl is a true 
asset and will put his extensive 
business and real estate experi-
ence to work for us in High-
lands,” Wilson said. “Landmark 
was founded on the Plateau in 
2004 offering boutique real estate 
services and we know that Carl will make a 
valuable contribution to our leadership team 
and the real estate community of  the Plateau 
as we continue to expand and grow.” 

Prior to his appointment to Broker in 
Charge, Romberg served as a Realtor in the 
Highlands office since April of  2016 when he 
made Highlands his primary residence rather 
than a beloved second home for 15 years.

Carl is a native of  Northeast Georgia and 
grew up with a love of  the outdoors and the 
mountains, inspired by family trips and via his 
journey to become an Eagle Scout. He attend-
ed the Georgia Institute of  Technology and 
received a Bachelor of  Science in Industrial 
Management while actively exploring his love 
of  architecture, landscape and design. Carl 
bought his first home, renovated it and resold 
it within a year of  his college graduation. He 
parlayed the proceeds into another home and 
built his real estate expertise and portfolio 
while serving as a fulltime project manager for 
Marthame Sanders and Company specializing 

in commercial office and high-end 
residential interiors in Atlanta, 
GA.

Romberg shifted his focus 
to finance and became First Vice 
President of  Sun Trust Bank 
working in commercial bank-
ing and credit analysis for seven 
years. Forging relationships with 
banking, insurance and retire-
ment colleagues while working as 
a financial manager at Habersham 
Gardens in Atlanta for three years, 
Carl continued to buy, renovate 

and sell investment homes.
The family business brought him back to 

Gainesville, GA for 15 years. As a third genera-
tion owner of  City Ice Company, Carl served 
as the Chief  Financial Officer of  Citisco, Inc. 
and Direct South, Inc. and focused on financial 
and operational management. Upon the sale 
of  the business, Carl moved to Highlands full-
time instead of  a seasonal resident and began 
to focus solely on the business of  real estate. 
Working on a full portfolio of  real estate list-
ings and serving as a trusted and experienced 
resource for buyer, sellers and investment rent-
als. Romberg is well regarded for his tireless 
work ethic and his desire to consistently exceed 
the expectations of  his clients and colleagues.

Carl and his spouse, Bret Herbert, live 
in Highlands with their dog, Lucy. They enjoy 
gardening and entertaining and frequent visits 
from their daughters. Carl has always been ac-
tive in the community with a specific focus on 
the North Georgia Food Bank, the United Way 
and the local Chamber of  Commerce. He has 
a passion for the visual arts and community 
visioning. 

Romberg named BIC of Landmark’s 
Highlands office

16"ROLLING LUGGAGE 
WAS$206 

$98 

Tl-IE: I-IOLIDAY 

TRAVEL 
SALE 
TRAVELER 
DUFFLES 
AVAILABLE IN EIGl.ff PATTERNS. 

WAS-$165 
.NO 'V O�LY 
$98 

20"ROLLING 
, LUGGAGE 

WAS-$816 
NO 
$110 

394 Main St. Highlands, NC 
spartina449.com 

THURSDAYS 
1-8 pm, 

FRIDAYS AND SATURDAYS 
1-10 pm 

SUNDAY 
1-5 pm. 

Skating is $5 including 
skates.

Coffee, Hot Chocolate and 
water are available for $1.

Ice Rink at K-H 
Founders Park 

Hours
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Proverbs 3:5 • Places to WorshiP •
BLUE VALLEY BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Oliver Rice, Pastor (706) 782-3965

Sundays: School:10 a.m., Worship:11 
Sunday night services every 2nd & 4th Sunday at 7 

Wednesdays: Mid-week prayer meeting:7 p.m.
BUCK CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH

828-269-3546 • Rev. Jamie Passmore, Pastor
Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11 

CHAPEL OF THE SKY
Sky Valley, GA • 706-746-2999 

Sundays: 10 a.m.:Worship 
Holy Communion 1st & 3rd Sundays 
CHRIST ANGLICAN CHURCH 

Rector: Jim Murphy, 252-671-4011 
464 US Hwy 64 east, Cashiers 

9:30a Sunday School; 10:30a Worship Service.  
Mon. 6p Bible Study & Supper in homes

CHRIST CHURCH OF THE VALLEY, CASHIERS
Pastor Brent Metcalf • 743-5470

Sun.10:45am, S.S 9:30am. Wed. 6pm supper and teaching.
Tues. Guys study 8am, Gals 10am.

CLEAR CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Jim Kinard

Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11a.m. 
1st & 3rd Sunday night Service: 7.p.m.

Wednesdays –Supper at 6 p.m. 
COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH
www.cbchighlands.com • 526-4685

3645 Cashiers Rd, Highlands, NC • Sr. Pastor Gary Hewins  
Sun.: 9:30am: Sunday School10:30am: Middle & High School; 

10:45am: Child. Program,10: 45am: Worship Service
Wed.: 5pm Dinner ($7 adult, $2 child), 6pm CBC U.

EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF THE INCARNATION
Rev. W. Bentley Manning • 526-2968

Monday-Friday: Morning Prayer at 8:15a. Sundays: 8 am 
Holy Eucharist Rite I; 9 am Sunday School; 10:30 am Holy 

Eucharist Rite II. Childcare available at 10:30
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH HIGHLANDS

828-526-4153 • www.fbchighlands.org
Dr. Mark Ford, Pastor

220 Main Street, Highlands 
Sun.:Worship 10:45 am; Sun.: Bible Study 9:30 am

Wed.: Men’s Bible Study 8:30 am; Prayer Mtg 6:15 pm; 
Choir 5p

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Curtis Fussell & Emily Wilmarth, pastors 

526-3175 • fpchighlands.org
Sun.: Worship & Communion: 8:30 &11 a.m.; School: 9:30

Mondays: 8 a.m.:Men’s Prayer Group & Breakfast
Wednesdays:Choir:6p

GOLDMINE BAPTIST CHURCH
(Off Franklin/Highlands Rd) 

Sunday School:10 am, Worship Service:11 am
GRACE COMMUNITY CHURCH OF CASHIERS

Non-Denominational-Contemporary Worship
242 Hwy 107N, 1/4 miles from Crossroads in Cashiers

www.gracecashiers.com • Pastor Steve Doerter: 743-9814
Services: Sundays 10am - Wed. - 7pm; Dinner - Wed. 6pm 

HAMBURG BAPTIST CHURCH
Hwy 107N. • Glenville, NC • 743-2729 • Pr. Nathan 

Johnson
Sunday: School 9:45a, Worship 11a & 7p, Bible Study 6p

Wed. Kidsquest 6p.; Worship 7p.

HIGHLANDS ASSEMBLY OF GOD
Randy Reed, Pastor828-421-9172 • 165 S. Sixth Street  

Sundays: Worship:11 
HIGHLANDS CENTRAL BAPTIST CHURCH

Pastor Dan Robinson
670 N. 4th Street (next to the Highlands Civic Center)
Sun.: Bible Study 10a; Morning Worship 10:45a., Evening 

Worship, 6p. Wednesday: Prayer Service, 6:30 p.
HIGHLANDS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

Pastor Randy Lucas 526-3376
Sun: School 9:45a.; Worship 9:09,10:50.; Youth 5:30 p.

Wed: Supper: 5:15; youth, & adults activities: 6; Handbell 
rehearsal, 6:15; Choir Rehearsal 7. (nursery provided ); 7pm 

Intercessory Prayer Ministry 
HOLY FAMILY LUTHERAN CHURCH: ELCA

Chaplain Margaret Howell • 2152 Dillard Road • 526-9741
LutheranChurchoftheHolyFamily.yolasite.com

Sun: School and Adult discussion group 9:30 a.m.;  
Worship/Communion:10:30 

HEALING SERVICE on the 5th Sunday of the month.
MACEDONIA BAPTIST CHURCH

8 miles south of Highlands on N.C. 28 S in Satolah
Pastor Zane Talley

Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11, Choir:6 p.m.
Wed: Bible Study and Youth Mtg.:7 p.m.

MOUNTAIN SYNAGOGUE
at St. Cyprian’s Episcopal Church, Franklin • 828-524-9463

MOUNTAIN BIBLE CHURCH 
743-2583 • Independent Bible Church 

Sun:10:30 a.m. at Big Ridge Baptist Church,  
4224 Big Ridge Road (4.5 miles from NC 107) 

Weds: Bible Study 6:30 p.m.; Youth Group 6 p.m. 
OUR LADY OF THE MOUNTAINS  

CATHOLIC CHURCH
Rev. Father Casmir – 526-2418

Mass: Sun: 11 a.m.; Sat. at 4p
SCALY MOUNTAIN BAPTIST CHURCH

Rev. Marty Kilby
Sundays: School –10 a.m.; Worship –11 a.m. & 7 

Wednesdays: Prayer Mtg.:7 p.m.
SCALY MOUNTAIN CHURCH OF GOD

290 Buck Knob Road; Pastor Donald G. Bates • 526-3212
Sun.: School:10 a.m.; Worship:10:45 a.m.; Worship: 6 p.m.

SHORTOFF BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Rev. Andy Cloer 

Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11 a.m. 
Wednesdays: Prayer & Bible Study:6 p.m. 

COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH OF SKY VALLEY
706.746.3144• 696 Sky Valley Way #447, Pastor Gary Hewins
Worship: Sun. 9 a.m., with Holy Communion the 1st & 3rd 
Sun.; Tues: Community Supper 5:30 followed by Bible Study. 

THE CHURCH OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD
1448 Highway 107 South, Office: 743-2359 • Rev. Rob Wood

June-Sept: Sunday Services: Rite I, 8a, Rite II, 9:15 & 11a
Nursery available for Rite II services

Sept 6-Oct 25-Informal Evening Eucharist-5:30 p.m. 
Thursday: Noon Healing Service with Eucharist.

UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST FELLOWSHIP 
85 Sierra Drive, Franklin • uufranklin.org  

Sunday Worship - 11 a.m. 
WHITESIDE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Rev. Sam Forrester/Cashiers
Sunday School:10 am, Worship Service:11 am

John 3:16

Macon County Sheriff  Robbie Holland, spoke at the Ro-
tary Club of  Highlands on Nov. 13. He was introduced by Rotary 
Club member, Brian McClellan. Sheriff  Holland discussed the 
Shop with a Cop program, which he started 25 years ago. The 
program has grown from initially 16 children to now between 
300 to 400 children, who are each given a $100 gift certificate to 
use to buy Christmas presents for themselves, and at least one 
other person. Children are identified by law enforcement offi-
cers in the county. All of  the children involved are taken to local 
stores by a law enforcement officer, who can assist with their 
shopping and, if  necessary, even supplement the money needed 
to make purchases. Holland said the Rotary Club of  Highlands 
has helped longer and more than any other organization. 

Sheriff Robert Hollands 
speaks at Rotary

•Biz/org neWs•

Need to rev up a little extra holiday spirit this season? 
The Highlands Cashiers Players’ free annual holiday pro-
gram of  music and dramatic readings will fill the bill! 

This year’s program, coordinated by Vangie Rich, be-
gins at 7p.m. on Dec. 13 at Highlands Performing Center, 
co-sponsor of  the event. 

A 12-voice ensemble from The Mountain Voices cho-
rus, directed by Beverly Barnett, will sing selections from 
the Voices’ Christmas program. Local musicians include 
Susan Clearman playing the accordion, Les Scott playing 
the dulcimer, Lynleigh McLain and her dad Gregg singing 
a medley of  seasonal songs. Lori Bee and sister April Muel-
ler with Dave Mueller playing the mandolin will introduce a 
new song by Betty Holt, Christmas in Highlands. 

Reading their original stories are Luke O’Steen and 
Vangie Rich and from the Highlands Writers group, Lee 
Lyons, Wayne Coleman, Jeannie Chambers, and Bud Katz. 
After the program, a reception with hot cider, cookies and 
such will be held for audience and performers downstairs 
at PAC, 507 Chestnut Street. 

This program, minus the Mountain Voices, but plus 
the bell ringers from the Cashiers Methodist Church, will 
also be performed on Monday, Dec.17, at the Cashiers Li-
brary, 249 Frank Allen Road, co-sponsored by The Friends 
of  the Albert Carlton Cashiers Library. Both programs are 
free to everyone. No tickets are needed. It’s the Players 
Christmas gift to the communities. 

Both programs are dedicated to the memory of  Adair 
Simon, late president of  HCP.

HCP presents Annual 
Holiday Program
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Open Everyday!

COREY JAMES GALLERY
& Estate Consignments

(828) 526-4818 526-5999
Located at 680 N. 4th. St., Highlands

Carrying a wide variety of  
natural products for your  

Mind, Body & Home.
Open Mon.-Sat. 9a to 5:30p

Organic Fresh Juices & Smoothies  
and Salads “On the Go!”
Open Mon.-Sat. 9a to 5p

4144 Cashiers Road • Highlands • 828-200-9934
or visit us online www.zenspabyangeljoy.com

Winter SPECIAL
• Relaxing Swedish • Hot Stones

• Invigorating Essential Oil Therapeutic Massage
• Therapeutic Deep Tissue Massage

Any 5 massages (1/month) for ONLY $100/session 
ONLY $500 /package

Offer good January 3 through May 30, 2019

Relaxation never felt  so good!!

By Angel Joy

Choose any 60-minute treatment 

Call now to secure your spot.  
It’s a great holiday gift to yourself or a loved one!

Open 7 days a week • 7:30a to 6:30p
Highlands Plaza • Highlands (828) 526-3775 • (828) 526-0430 FAX

FOOD STORE, INC.

Bryson’s 
Winter Hours • 7:30a to 6:30a

We have everything you need for your Holiday meal!
Prime and Choice Angus Meats Cut-to-Order,

Full Line of Springer Mountain Chicken
Party Trays, Cooked Meats, Sides, Desserts, too!

Free Hot Spiced Cider is available in our Produce Dept.
Make your home festive with 

F r e s h  F r a z i e r  F i r  W r e a t h s  &  P o i n s e t t i a s
Try one of our locally baked products including:

• Cindy Lou’s Caramel Cakes 
• Kelly’s Buttermilk Pies and Yeast Rolls
• Chocolate Heaven and Banana Bread

• Season’s Samplers Cinnamon Rolls and Cakes

A Large Selection of Craft Beer and Wines available 
Case Discounts on Bryson’s Jams & Jellies

Remember about our in-store sales every day in all departments!

•classifieDs•
ESTATE SALE
DEC. 5, 4-6P AND DEC. 9, 10A TO 

1P. Six complete hotel suites for sale - king 
beds, sofa beds, tables, chairs, curtains, TV’s 
& more! Mountain Brook Suites. 411 N. 4th 
Street, Highlands. Cash only & pick up im-
mediately. 404-323-9444. 

WANTED
LOOKING TO BUY ANTIQUE 

GOLF CLUBS AND GUNS; collections 
considered. Call Robert 828-526-7888, (st. 
7/12)

HELP WANTED
LOCAL TREE COMPANY HIRING 

- Jesse’s Tree Service, LLC, local to the High-
lands, NC area, seeking both tree climbers 
and grounds/cleanup crew. Past experience 
a plus but company wil trian. Salary is based 
on experience. We are looking for reliable, 
drug-free, hardworking individuals. Driver’s 
license and a clean driving record a plus. If 
interessted, please call owner Jesse Finley at 
828-342-1974 to set up an interview. (Dec. 8)

P/T CLEANER NEED TO CLEAN 
A OFFICE BUILDING IN CASHIERS 

daytime position pays 16.00 An hour,must pass 
background check and D/S contact Bob at 
RNLUNDYGVPM@GMAIL.COM (st. 11/15)

BAKE MY DAY is hiring all positions. 
Full/Part-Time. Please contact Ashley at 828-
487-4633 or come visit us at 137 Min Street, 
Highlands. (st. 10/25)

THE LOG CABIN RESTAURANT 
is seeking bookkeeper/office manager, 
server/server assitant, maintenance person, 
and line cook. Call 828-526-5777. www.
logcabinhighlands.com. (st. 10/25)

H O U S E K E E P I N G 
PROFESSIONALS at Highlands-Cashiers 
Hospital. Generous shift differentials, paid time 
off, health insurance, and retirement benefits 
for full time roles. Apply today: missionhealth.
org/careers. (st. 9/13)

BUSY, FAST-PACED RETAIL 
STORE needs someone with a good work 
ethic and good customer service skills for a 
part time position. Being comfortable work-
ing with computers is essential. Occasional 
Saturday work will be needed. Please send all 

• See CLASSIFIEDS page 20

Email to reserve your 2019 advertising placements
highlandseditor@aol.com

On the corner of 3rd & Spring
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Allan Dearth & Sons
Generator 

Sales & Service, Inc.
828-526-9325

Cell: 828-200-1139
email: allandearth@msn.com

•classifieDs•

Highlands Automotive

Service
&

Repair

NC
Inspection

Station

2851 Cashiers Road • highlandsautomotive.com
828-787-2360

Call Us for Your Vacation Rental 
&

Property Management Needs

David and Lori Bee, Brokers/Owners

177 Main Street
Wright Square

Highlands, NC 28741
828-526-9999

& Buyers Agency

 Award Winning Eco-Friendly Interior Design

 828-526-0031 • barb@dornbushdesign.com
www.dornbushdesign.com

Ryan M. Bears
Broker

Pat Allen, Broker in Charge

Cell: 803-271-5426
Office: 828-526-8784

Ryan@patallenrealtygroup.com

Acupuncture Highlands 
for health and vitality! 

Chinese herbal medicine & dietary therapy 
Myoskeletal Alignment & orthopedic bodywork 
acute illness, injury, internal ailments, pain 

wellness, prevention, anti-aging 

Rn�Eifiij (828) 526-0743 ��$1J 
Kim Bonsteel, LAc - acupuncturehighlands.com 

Timothy P Donohue, PE 
Civil/Structural Engineer-Construction Manager 

PROFESSIONAL ENGINEERING AND CONSULTING 
Residential - Commercial - Industrial 

PO Box 403 
Cashiers, North Carolina 2871 7 

Phone (910) 409-3975 
Email: timdonohuewb@yahoo.com 
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Loma Linda
Farm

Dog Boarding • Day Care
Pastoral Park

in Home and Leash Free
Lodging in the lap of luxury

(828) 421-7922
Highlands Nc

lomalindafarm@gmail.com
www.lomalindafarm.com NC License #10978

Larry Houston
Rock Work

Walls • Fireplaces • Patios • Piers 
All Rock Work • Stucco

(828) 526-4138 or (828) 200-3551

JUST TALK TO ME 
I am 73. I am Pain-Free. Are You? 

CBD� HEALS 
�-�(-)i"---11111111111. 

VIVA WELLNESS 
526-1566
FAR INFRARED 8AUNA�eAPSULE 
HYDRO MASSAGE 8PA�C,APSULE 
WHOLE BODY 

VIBRATION 
5 Cottage Row • U.S. 64 East 

110 mins./ $25

inquiries to: info@biz-spot.net (st. 7/26)
SALES  ASSOCIATE– Highend retail clothing store in 

Highlands and Cashiers, NC. Full time, part time and seasonal. 
Inquire to 828-200-0928. (st. 5/10) 

CYPRUS INTERNATIONAL CUISINE. Hiring All 
Positions. Please Contact Dan At Cyprus332@gmail.com. Or 
Visit Us At 332 Main St. Highland NC (st. 1/11) 

MOUNTAIN FRESH GROCERY has full and part-
time positions available. Competitive wages in all positions. 

Please come in person to 521 east Main Street in Highlands 
to apply or call 828-526-2400.

• Food Server, Cashier and Barista (includes tips)
• Dishwasher
• Positions in the ice cream dept.
• Pizza
• Experienced Breakfast Cook
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chestnut storage

Look for our sign!
10890 Buck Creek Rd. - 1/2 mile off Cashiers Rd near the hospital 

Storage Units Available
Secure 24 Hour Access

Easy In - Easy Out
Great Rates - Great Terms

Call today to find out why we’re
“Highland’s Premier Facility”

828-482-1045

Whiteside Cove  
Cottages

800-805-3558 • 828-526-2222

5 new log cabins 
nestled in the 

hemlocks on 25 acres at 
the base of Whiteside 

Mountain.

• Residential or  
Commercial 

• Over 40 Years  
Experience 

• Fast and Dependable
• FREE Estimates

• FREE Pick-up and 
Delivery

American 
Upholstery 

Same Phone Numbers:
(864) 638-9661 cell: (864) 710-9106

105 Ashley Drive • Walhalla, SC 29691
(Same Owners: Morris & Rachel Bible)

• Interior & Exterior Painting
• Pressure Washing

• House Maintenance
• Drywall Repair

• Deck Repair
Quality Work • Fully Insured

Lupe Gonzales
avpintura@gmail.com

828-332-1539 or 678-873-2927

• Grading
• Excavating
• Driveways
• Build sites

• Hauling
• Septic Systems 

Edwin Wilson
Cell (828) 421-3643 

Office/fax (828) 526-4758
wilsongrading@yahoo.com 

WE HAVE MOVED TO

Sample Books Available

l l l li t 1 l 
HIGHLANDER 1 
ROOFING SERVICES INC 

New & Re-Roofing Applications Including: 
Asphalt • Cedar • Metal & Synthetic Materials 

Showroom Location 
1511 Highlands Rd 
Franklin, NC 28734 

Office (828) 524-7773 
Cell (828) 526-6421 

luke@highlandernc.com 
www.highlandernc.com 

Mendoza Tree Expert
Quality Tree Care & Removal •14+ years

Juventino Mendoza
828-200-9217

Fully Insured 
• References Available

mendozatreeexpert@gmail.com

FIREWOOD FOR SALE

We now accept all credit cards

26 Highlands Plaza
Highlands, NC 28741

Phone: 828-526-3241
Fax: 828-482-9019
Email: rachelbkelleyllc@gmail.com

Rachel B. Kelley, PMHNP-BC
ARNP - Board Certified

Psychiatric • Mental Health
Medication Management
Positive Wellness

ITEMS FOR SALE
12-FT. ARTIFICAL CHRISTMAS TREE with lights. 

Asking $250. Call 828-200-0902.  (st. 11/29)
TWIN BEDS - complete set of 2, vintage look wooden 

headboards, and linens-$400.  Beautiful antique, tall 6 drawer 
mahogany dresser-$350.  Call (828) 482-2380. (st. 11/29)

2004 Honda CR-V LX 2WD Black - 182,100 Miles—-
Some cosmetic blemishes, but carefully maintained with past 5 
years of service history. Cruise Control, Air Conditioning, Front 
Airbags, Radio/Single CD Player, Power Windows, Power Door 

Mirrors, Split-Bench Rear Seat, Rear Wiper.—$4,250—Call 
(828) 482-2442. (st. 11/29)

•classifieDs•

MORALESPAINTINGSERVICES@GMAIL.COM

706.982.9768
828-226.5347

INTERIOR/EXTERIOR PAINTING • LAWN MAINTENANCE
HOUSE MAINTENANCE • QUALITY WORK

FULLY INSURED

1981 MORGAN PLUS 8. BRG on Black wings, russet 
leather. 47,000 careful miles. Very good condition.Asking: 
$45,000. Smooth, fast, dependable.Call: 813-765-8587 (st. 11/1)

ATTENTION ANTIQUE LOVERS. used fine furni-
ture, some from England. Pub table with chairs, formal sofa, 
his and her parlor chairs, Henredon bedroom set, accent 
tables and collectibles. Please call or text Faye 828-421-7197 
or 828-421-3785. (st. 8/30) 
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JACUZZI, WHIRLPOOL 
BATH, 23 Jets, 72” x 60”, 3 years 
old, cost $6,500; sell for $1,800 
404-358-3076. (st. 7/19) 

SERVICES 
GUTTER CLEANING, 

METAL FABRICATON roof 
repairs, debris removal. Call 371-
1103. (st. 4/26)

MURPHY’S PAINTING 
CO. Interior & Exterior Painting, 
Sheetrock Repair, Wallpaper Re-
moval, Log Homes, Decks. Insured. 
Free Estimates. 828-524-1391 or 
828-332-0525. (st/ 6/28)

HIGHLANDS-CASHIERS 
HANDI-MAN – Can fix anything 
inside or out. Carpentry, painting, 
pressure washing, lawn care, haul-
ing. and will monitor house during 
winter. Free Estimates. References. 
Call Tony. 828-200-5770 or 828-
482-0159. (9/20)

HIGH COUNTRY PHO-
TO/KEVIN VINSON: scanning 
photos, slides & negatives to CD 
or DVD for easier viewing. Video 
transfer to DVD. Everything done in 
house. Leave message at 828-526-
5208. (st. 8/9)

REAL ESTATE FOR SALE
F L AT  M O U N TA I N / 

BRUSH CREEEK ACREAGE 
FOR SALE BY OWNER. 13.2 
total acres, old mountain home-
stead. Beautiful views, several great 
building sites, old livable farm house, 
small studio size cabin, rental in-
come possible, some pasture and 
some woods, partial fenced, well 
water, three different roads to enter 
property, sub-dividable, amazing 
potential on this tract of land. Please 
call 706-400-2596 or email vhcham-
bers60@yahoo.comfor more info. 
$800,000 OBO (12/20)

3 .20  ACRES UNRE-
STRICTED. Power underground, 
borders National forest, 190 degree 
view. 10 min to Main Street. 3 septic 
fields, 1 well 7 g p.m. 2 house foun-
dations established and approved 
by county inspectors. 2Bed/2Bath 
Clayton home livable while building. 
Spring rights and more land avail-
able. For beautiful sunsets contact 
gracefamilia@yahoo.com. (st. 9/21)

1.21 ACRES FOR SALE 
BY OWNER - OTTO, NC - 
$28,000. Lot 12 Quail Haven Road. 
Otto, NC. Price not firm...open for 
negotiation. Please email if inter-
ested to ddmarsh15@aol.com or 
call/text to 239-980-0531. Please 
leave a message. (st. 7/20) 

RENTALS
ONE BEDROOM, ONE 

BATH with bonus room, in Rocky 
Knob. $800 a month, yearly lease. 
828 484 9290 or cell 828 333 2457. 
(st. 11/15)

IN TOWN, upper level One 
Bedroom apartment $800 includes 
utilities. Chambers Realty & Vacation 
Rentals 828-526-3717. (st. 10/11) 

NEWLY GORGEOUSLY 
RENOVATED 3 BEDROOM 
2 BATH  in  H igh land Fa l l s 
Country Club. 24-hr gated security, 
Meticulously maintained grounds. 
Nantahala Forest and several 
waterfalls within the country club. 
2 miles to Highlands’ Main Street’s 
boutique shopping and gourmet 
restaurants. Top of the line appliances, 
gas stove, quartz counter tops. 
Mountain chic at its finest. 6-month 
rental for December-May. $3,000/
mth.678-360-2296. (st. 11/1) 

IN TOWN, Three bedroom/ 
two bath home in Mirror Lake area. 
FURNISHED. $1400. not including 
utilities. Yard and screened porch. 
Annual lease. NO pets. No Smokers. 
Chambers Realty & Vacation Rentals 
828-526-3717. (st. 10/11)

VACATION RENTAL: In-
town Highlands 3bd/3ba. $420 
nightly. Visit our web site for more 
details, 29brockcourt.wordpress.
com/ or call Chambers Agency 
828-526-3717. Open year-round. 
(st. 11/21)

SOUTHERN BELLS RES-
TAURANT on Cashiers Road for 
lease. Experienced restaurateurs 
only. Call 706-782-6252. (st. 5/3)

FALLS ON MAIN -– Up and 
Down units available. Call 706-782-
6252. (st. 5/3). 

•classifieDs• Code Enforcement Official/Animal Control Officer/Police Officer
Primary Reason Why Classification Exists

Performs responsible professional work interpreting, applying and enforcing the unified development ordinance (UDO) and 
the code of ordinances for the Town. Performs duties as animal control officer. Takes enforcement action as needed as a sworn 
North Carolina Law Enforcement Officer.
Distinguishing Features of the Class

An employee in this class performs inspections to ensure compliance with the unified development ordinance. The em-
ployee will be required to check for violations following complaints and takes appropriate enforcement action when violations 
and/or fines have not been resolved by the offender. Work also includes interpreting and explaining ordinances and codes to the 
public and working with owners to comply with the local rules and regulations. Work requires considerable knowledge of local 
and related state laws, ordinances, and environmental issues, and extensive public contact skills and conflict resolution skills. 
In addition, the employee will work closely with the Planning and Development Director to identify properties that have been 
issued zoning certificates and any other approval required. Work also includes processing enforcement paperwork and may 
require appearance in court cases. The employee is exposed to inside and outside environmental conditions and irate citizens. 
The employee will be required to be trained in the handling of animals pertaining to the duties of an animal control officer. The 
employee will be required to be a sworn North Carolina law enforcement officer and take appropriate enforcement action as 
needed. Work is supervised by the Chief of Police and/or appropriate rank and file according to Highlands Police Policy.
Illustrative Examples of Work

• Makes on-site inspections during development to ensure compliance with the UDO including, setbacks, public water sup-
ply watershed requirements, landscaping, colors, screening, and related appearance issues; enforces sign regulations, subdivision, 
and flood plain requirements; works with owners on remediation of non-compliance.

• Enforces nuisance regulations, such as, junk vehicles, overgrown lots, and unauthorized accumulations of materials and 
debris.

• Responds to complaints, investigates and enforces compliance.
• Assists the Planning and Development Director with code issues that should be reviewed for clarity or changes.
• Follows up on actions taken and assures that citizens comply with local ordinances.
• Establishes and maintains records of work activities and follow-up actions.
• Responds to complaints of nuisance animals, ability to quarantine nuisance animals and transport to county shelter.
• Serve as fill-in patrol officer when needed. 

Additional Job Duties
• Backs up other department staff.
• Performs related duties as required.

Knowledge, Skills, and Abilities
Must have the ability to interpret local ordinances, rules, and regulations, as well as, the ability to interpret technical plans 

and drawings related to ordinances. Needs to have skill in conflict resolution. Must be able to work effectively with employees 
and the general public in code enforcement situations. Should also have the ability to communicate effectively in oral and writ-
ten forms; to interpret planning, zoning and building inspection policies to officials and the general public; and has the ability to 
document and complete required records and reports. Demonstrated personal and professional integrity in establishing and 
maintaining effective working relationships with contractors, developers, property owners, other Town staff, officials, and the 
general public.
Physical Requirements

Employee must be able to perform the basic life operational functions of climbing, balancing, kneeling, reaching, standing, 
walking, lifting, fingering, grasping, talking, and hearing. Employee must also be able to perform medium work exerting up to 50 
pounds of force occasionally, and/or up to 20 pounds frequently, and/or up to 10 pounds of force constantly to move objects. 
Employee is required to have close visual acuity to prepare and analyze data and figures, operate a computer terminal, operate 
a motor vehicle, perform field site inspections, and use measurement devices. Employee much be able to speak with others, 
have spoken words, and read words and data. 
Working Conditions

Employee is subject to inside and outside working conditions. Most of the work is performed outside in both cold and hot 
weather conditions. The employee is subject to noise which may cause the employee to shout in order to be heard above the 
ambient noise level. Employee is subject to atmospheric conditions such as fumes, odors, dusts, mists, gases, or poor ventilation 
and to injury by walking on uneven grounds, high weeds, and dilapidated buildings.
Education and Experience

Graduation from high school or GED equivalency; some experience in law enforcement work is desired and an Associate’s 
or Bachelor’s degree in Criminal Justice or related field is preferred. Two years of continuous service with the Highlands Police 
Department is preferred.
Special Requirement

• Possession of valid driver’s license.
• Must obtain (and maintain) Basic Law Enforcement Certification (BLET) as a law enforcement officer by the North 

Carolina Criminal Justice Education & Training Standards Commission (required to be continuously employed)
• Ability to obtain North Carolina Certified Zoning Official status

Salary
• $32,240. with North Carolina Law Enforcement benefits and take-home vehicle.DOE and/DOQ.

Work Schedule
• Flex shift with on-call responsibilities mandatory.
• FLSA Status: nonexempt (FLSA 7k exemption) in which overtime is not due unless the employee actually works in excess 

of 86 hours in a 14-day work period.
Disclaimer
This classification specification has been designed to indicate the general nature and level of work performed by employees within this clas-
sification. It is not designed to contain or be interpreted as a comprehensive inventory of all duties, responsibilities, and qualifications required 
of employees to perform the job. The Physical Requirements and Working Conditions section of this classification may vary from position to 
position and a more thorough description of these elements can be found in the employee’s Position Analysis Questionnaire (PAQ). The Town of 
Highlands reserves the right to assign or otherwise modify the duties assigned to this classification.             (st. 11/29)
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andreagabbard
@gmail.com
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Main Street Inn & Bistro 
828-526-2590 • mainstreet-inn.com

“Ace is the Place.”

At Main & 3rd streets
Highlands 526-2157

Hardware
Reeves

3

www.highlandsiscalling.com
828-526-3717 

11

Country Club Properties
“Your local hometown 

Real Estate professionals.”
3 Offices 828-526-2520

www.CCPHighlandsNC.com

2

 “Let me introduce you to our charming  
corner of the world.”

114 N. 4th Street • Highlands, NC

sheryl.wilson@sothebysrealty.com • highlandssir.com

“Highlands is calling  
and I must go.”

office: 828.526.8300 • cell: 828.337.0706

Pam Nellis 
BROKER 

828-787-1895
pamela.nellis@yahoo.com 

� 
LANDMARK 
REAL ESTATE SALES 8: VACATION RENTALS 

A�u.o:-,n, 

www.LandmarkRG.com I 828-526-4663 I 225 Main St.

6

Suzanne McDavid
Broker

cell: (678) 276-6133 • Off: (828) 526-8300

401 N 5th St., Highlands

13

SILVER EAGLE 

349 Main Street, Highlands, NC
828.526.5190 silvereaglegallery.com

Native American Jewelry
  Crystal & Gem Gallery

Joe Deckman, Broker
347.749.6468 • deckman43@gmail.com

Kay Deckman, Broker
917.363.5700. • kaydeckman@yahoo.com

114 N. 4th St., Highlands

Sheryl Wilson

The Log Cabin
Casual Dining in 1924 Joe Webb log cabin

Nightly at 5 p.m. • 828-526-5777

33

33

11

40
2

2

2 1

12

10

5

6
78

13

4
13

9

Mitzi Rauers, Broker 
404-218-9123 

mitzi@meadowsmtnrealty.com
meadowsmountainrealty.com

13

K-H Park

Martin-Lipscomb 
Performing Arts Center 

(PAC)

5



www.firemt.com • (800) 775-4446

cashmere
Scotland’s Best Knitwear

McCULLEY’S

“Top of the Hill”

242 S. 4th St.

Open 7 days a week
526-4407

33

828-526-2338

30...on the Verandah 
Restaurant

on Lake Sequoyah

www.ontheverandah.com

Open Year-Round
343-D Main Street. • 526-4035

Lunch 
daily 

11a-4p
Dinner 

daily 
5:30p

Paoletti

#1 Broker 
Highlands/Cashiers  

2001-2017 per  
Highlands-Cashiers MLS

7

8

9

6

 5 5

Jody Lovell • 828-526-4104
highlandssothebysrealty.com

Open
7 nights & 

Sunday Brunch

www.wildthymegourmet.com

Invest In An Extraordinary Experience
125 South 4th Street, Highlands • (828) 526-8118 • www.WhiteOakRG.com

Susie deVille, Broker Associate
828-371-2079

Bee Gleeson, Broker Associate
404-307-1415

Pat Gleeson, Owner, BIC
828-782-0472

 5

Pat Allen 
Broker-in-charge

Cell: 828-200-9179 
pat@patallenrealtygroup.com 

Office: 828-526-8784
295 Dillard Road

Highlands, NC 28741

 5

Not the Biggest ... Just the Best!

www.patallenrealtygroup.com 

Kurt Barbee
828-545-7272
Ryan Bears

803-271-5426
Christy Harris
404-229-8737 

Rick Harrison
404-906-5113 
Julie Osborn

BROKERS:
828-200-6165

Sherman Pope 
828-342-4277
Cy Timmons 
828-200-9762

Steve Sheppard
404-219-1349
Sheila Welch
828-342-0695

DAV ID 
BOCK 
BUILDERS 

www.BockBuilders.com 828-526-2240 

A Top Producer for 14 Years

Through Nov., closed Mon. & 
Thanksgiving Day

Closed Mon. Nov. 26 - Dec. 19 
Join us for the Holidays and our 

New Year’s Gala
Please call for reservations.

526-4906


