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Hospital CEO/CNO Tom Neal
addresses Highlands Town Board

At the Thursday, Dec. 12
Town Board meeting, attendees
got to meet and hear from newly
hited CEO/CNO of Highlands

Cashiers Hospital, Thomas Neal.
Neal most recently held the

position of CEO of Community

Health Systems (CHS). During his

New Commissioners
are sworn into office

Macon County Clerk of
Court Vic Perry swore in the
new commissioners at the
Thursday, Dec. 12 Town Board
meeting,

After  the ceremony,
each commissioner gave his
thoughts about the next four
years.

Newcomer Marc Hehn
read from a Christmas card he
sent out to voters.

From left: Commissioners Joh Dotson, Brian Stiehler, new Commis-
sioner Marc Hehn accompanied by his wife Betsy, take the oath of
office at last Thursday’s Town Board meeting.

“Merry Christmas! Let’s
continue to believe in our com-
munity and ourselves. In doing
so by working together I believe
we can achieve a fully staffed
hospital and fully staffed medi-
cal practices on the plateau,” he
said. “Whenever there’s a need
there is an opportunity. Mr.
Mayor, I look forward to work-
ing with you and all the commis-

o See COMMISSIONERS page 5
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‘Home Furnishing Center’

Open
Monday — Saturday
9a-5p
2089 Highway 106
828-526-5577

Highlands

Sotheby’s

INTERMNATIONAL REALTY

114 N. 4th Street » Highlands
NC e 828-526-4104

time with CHS, he served as CEO
of both Berwick Hospital Center
in Berwick, PA and Greenbrtier

e See NEAL page 11

Williamses
to fund
pool house
renovations

An addition to the agenda
which was accepted at the start of
Thursday’s Town Board meeting
was a request from Art Williams
to renovate the interior of the
pool house at the Rec Park.

Recreation Director Lester
Norris said the town had been ap-
proached by Williams who offered
funding to renovate the interior of

o See WILLIAMSES page 5

A Duke
Power update

At Thursday night's Town
Board meeting, Kevin O’Donnell
with NOVA Energy Consultants,
Inc., who is the liaison between the
town and Duke Power, had some
news for commissioners that went
over like a lead balloon.

“If deregulation takes hold in
this state, we may not have to do

this on behalf of our citizens,” said
e See DUKE page 16
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By Brian O’Shea

Highlands Police Depart-
ment gave about 16 area kids
a magical day of shopping for
Christmas gifts, hitting up The
Factory in Franklin, and then
wrapping all their goodies at the
Episcopal Church of the Incar-
nation in Highlands on Satur-
day through Shop with a Cop

Highlands police officers took Highlands area youth to Franklin on Sat-
urday to “Shop with a Cop” for Christmas.

— Submitted photo

(SWAC).

“We participate in Shop
with a Cop because we enjoy
spending time with the kids,”
said HPD Detective Andrea
Holland. “When we deal with
people, we may only see the
bad, on this day, all we see is the
good. It’s nice to get away from

o See SHOP page 15

Happy Holidays! Many thanks to our clients and
friends for making Highlands Sotheby’s
International Realty the leader in sales in
Highlands for the sixth year in a row per the
Highlands/Cashiers MLS with over
$125 million in sales in 2019.

www.highlandssothebysrealty.com e 828-526-4104

M°CULLEY’S

The largest selection of
Scottish cashmere in
the U.S.A.

In Highlands
242 S. 4th St.* 526-4407
and
In Cashiers
24B Canoe Point * 743-5515
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e THE PLATEAU’S POSITION °
e MAYOR ON DuUTYe

Issues on the horizon

et me do a brief follow-
up to several items cov-
ered at the last High-

lands Town Board meeting, It
was a unique session with the
swearing in of Marc Hehn, a
new commissioner, and Com-
missioners Buz Dotson and
Brian Stiehler for their four-
year term.

Kevin  O’Donnell, our
Nova Energy consultant, gave
an update on the status of the
town’s Duke Energy wholesale
electric contract. The contract is complicat-
ed and fluid. Kevin monitors the continu-
ous execution of the contract to ensure our
interests are represented. He challenged a
charge in this yeat’s contract that netted the
town a $64,000 refund. Refunds are applied
toward operating costs to help keep rates
down. For at least four years we have had
no significant rate increases. That has not
been the case with Duke retail customerts.
Kevin informed us that Duke retail cus-
tomers may be facing a built-in 50% rate
increase over the next decade to cover
the rebuilding of Duke’s electric grid. As
a wholesale customer, the Town of High-
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necessarily those of Highlands Newspaper.

lands will not be a part of those
rate increases.

With that said, Kevin does
expect Duke to increase our
wholesale rate next year. There
is a rate formula in our con-
tract with Duke that determines
these increases. For several
years we have not passed these
increases to customers but the
coming year may be different.

Coal ash fees were again
brought up by Kevin. The NC
Utilities Commission granted
100% of the costs Duke requested for coal
ash recovery. That ruling meant higher fees
for Duke customers. The NC Attorney
General and the NC Utlities Public Staff
filed a suit that will be heard by the NC Su-
preme Court. The plaintiffs contend that
the NC Utilities Commission awarded Duke
excessive recovery costs when compared to
similar cases in neatby states. If the court
rules for the plaintiffs, there’s a good chance
the current coal ash fees could be reduced.

In 2028 the town will have to renego-
tiate a contract with Duke, or find another
supplier. Kevin advised us to statt this pro-
cess around 2025. It will be important to
explore opinions concerning how and with
whom to purchase electricity.

The new fire station is moving for-
ward. The board approved a request to
seek qualifications for a contractor/man-
ager position. This position would oversee
the entire building construction. The con-
tractot/manager would call for bids from
subcontractors for all building phases. The
manager would consult with the town and
architect in determining which subcontrac-
tors make the best bids. This type of con-
struction management has proven to be an
effective way of containing building costs.

T also appointed members of the board
to working committees for next year. These
committees work with staff in studying
specific issues and making proposals and
recommendations to the entire board. For
example, we have a public safety committee,
a land use committee, a finance committee
and a recreation committee to name just a
few. As always, I will be appreciative of all
the time and work the committees will do
this year.
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NEW ON MARKET: move right in to this one-level home in a popular subdi-
vision or invest in it as a vacation rental. It features three bedrooms, two baths on the
main level, a loft area for extra sleeping or office, and a full unfinished downstairs that
is plumbed for additional living space. Granite and stainless in the kitchen, wood and
carpet on the floors. Completely furnished with linens and dishes. Great neighborhood
for walking, and only 5 minutes from the center of Highlands by car.

MLS# 92548 | Offered for $479,000
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PRICE CHANGE: Why wait to build? Almost brand new home in Chin-
quapin! All the work has been done for you and is move in ready. This stunning
home is just 1 year old and has been gently used. Bosch appliances, Maytag HE
washer/dryer, tankless water heater, fiber-optic internet and phone lines, custom
cement tiled flooring, hardwoods, views from your deck or screened porch with
fireplace and more. Motivated sellers reduced the price by $41,000!

MLS# 92131 | Was $ 990,000 NOW $949,000!

HI GH LAN DS |N-TOWN Two for the price of one! This wonderful, me-

ticulously maintained 4.49 acre estate property is amazing and boasts a main
home and a guest house. The main house has a masonry stone fireplace in the great
room, 2 bedrooms, a loft bedroom, a lower level family room, 3 full baths, and a
newly updated kitchen. The guest house was built in 2003 and has 2 bedrooms and
2 baths. Spring fed pond and beautiful perennial gardens.

MLS# 91073 | Offered for $675,000
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HIGHLANDS FALLS CC Almost brand new remodeled home in High-

lands Falls Country Club (where club membership is optional). Three bedroom, 4
bath home with a lower level family room and office/bonus room with a full bath.
Completely renovated in 2019 with new kitchen, appliances, bathrooms, wood
floors, two stone fireplaces located in the great room and lower level family room,
and covered decks on both levels.

MLS# 91190 | Offered for $675,000

]

MeadowsMountainRealty.com | 828.526.1717

BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY

HomeServices

Meadows Mountain Realty

At Highlands Falls CC
2334 CASHIERS ROAD

Downtown Highlands
488 MAIN STREET

Downtown Cashiers
132 HIGHWAY 107 SOUTH
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° HIGHLANDS AREA DINING °

WOLFGANG'S ||

RESTAURANT & WINE BISTRO ™

Open Wednesday - Sunday

Bistro Opens at 4pm | Dining Room at 5:30pm

Reopen December 16-31
Make your New Eve reservation!

828-526-4035

| WILD THYME Gou RMET

R EB T a&a WU RA A MT

Serving Lunch and Dinner Year-Round.

Gourmet Foods, Full Service Bar
Town Square at 343-D Main St. * Highlands

Serving Lunch
llato 4p
AND
Serving Dinner
from 5:30p
7 Days a Week

...on the Verandah

474 Main Street | 828.526.3807 | wolfgangs.net
Restaurant

on Lake Sequoyah

www.ontheverandah.com
US 64 west * Highlands

Reopening for

dinner

Dec. 19 - 31
... excluding
Christmas
Day

828-526-2338 §

The LOG CABIN

CASUAL DINING

Fresh Seafood, Steaks

& Comfortable ltalian

Lunch: Thurs.-Sat. noon to 3p
Dinner nghily at 5p

Just off Main Street in a historic
1924 Joe Webb log cabin

828 526-5777

www.LogCabinHighlands.com
130 LOG CABIN LANE

Now taking
reservations for
Christmas Eve and
New Year’s Eve

% Main Street Highlands since 1984

Vs EXCEPTIONAL
.!_f/ ¥/ (,{;—;f&- CRAFT COCH
Dinner [ Bar

Every Evening
From 5:00 pm

B28. 526. 4906

wWhawLp aolettis.com

EAT-DRINK:-LIVE

7PROPER. "

Change is the only constant in
life, we took Highlands’ best old

mainstay and made it better.

Now serving
Lunch and Dinner,
1la to 9p, Mon.-Sat.
Tug’s Proper is the preeminent

place in Highlands.

LIVE MUSIC
every
Thursday evening at 6p

310 Main Street  Highlands
828.526.3555

www.tugsproper.com
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..COMMISSIONERS continued
from page 1
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2 Vlew Lots on Cowee Ridge

MLS88501 * 1.70 acres $225,000.
MLS9080I *2 acres $179, 000 __

J""
o

Mayor Pat Taylor
with plaque
honoring Com-
missioner Eric
Pierson’s service
over the last
eight years.

The Firewood Company
sioners and our staff.
Commissioner Brian Stiehler said he looks forward to 8 2 8 200 -3 (0] 5 (0]

another four years of working with fellow commissioners
and town staff.

“You guys definitely pull the heavy weight. It’s a plea-
sure working in focus with you and for long-range plan-
ning.”’

bobhenritze@gmail.com

Commissioner John Dotson agreed with Stichler. Advertising in Highlands
“I’d like to say we have a fabulous town staff and crew. Newspaper or on line at
It’s been an absolute pleasure to have worked with them www.highlandsinfo.com WORKS!

over these years and I look forward to four more years and For inf ti il
continued ‘good hard works,” he said. or Information emal

Mayor Taylor also commended outgoing Commission- highlandseditor@aol.com H lgh Ia n d S Mtn | CI u b Co nd o

er Eric Pierson for his hard work and commitment over the
last eight years and presented him with a plaque and a gift W|th gre at v|ew
MLS88621 « $239,000

certificate which he said is standard procedure when a com- N ow showi n g qt The

missioner leaves office.
| ~Kim Lewicki Highlands Playhouse
.. WILLIAMSES continued from Friday 12/20- Thursday 12/ 26

page 1
the pool house including the foyer, dressing rooms, and of-
fice area.

Nortis said the renovation will be extensive and will be
on the same footprint.

“It will include leveling and tiling the floor, tiling walls
and showers, replacing lockers, lighting, interior and exit
doors, counters, sinks and repainting the ceilings in the
dressing rooms,” he said. “In the office atea, it will encom-
pass tiling the floor and the base of the walls — we found
some rot in the wall and that will corrected.”

In addition, in the office area, a new granite countertop wc C C D u p I ex fO r Sal e

at theicheck—in station will be instaﬂ;d as weu as new czftbi— Eﬁ fl MLS91923 « $324,900.
nets, lifeguard lockers, storage shelving and lighting, paint- ¥ !
ing and the addition of a kitchenette. _— MLS91924 - $274,900

Norris said he expects the work to begin in January and 12p and 4p every day Membership Requirements

to take two to three months. There will be some interrup- Closed on Monday
tions, but he said the plan is to keep the pool open as much and BLAIR REALTY
828-526-9155

as possible.

- We will do one dressing room at a time and the other Blair & Margaret Heinlein
will be shared or the men may have to go next door,” he . Owners/Brokers
said. “This is still a plan in process because it came up so Tickets are $12 www.blair-realty.com
quickl%iI We are still irocrlﬁng out t?ebdetiils.; ot $2 Off Tuesdays - Blair's coll:828.42 16995

orris requested approval by the Town Board that vy, EEQ | iehlands ' 292191
RTINS G2 5 526,26 95 L R Margaret's cell:828-421-1295

Christmas Day
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HIGHLANDS

SMOKEHOUSE
BBQ Y KITCHEN X BAR

Real pit BBQ!

ReEsTauran?®
JOIN US FOR OUR

30t Season
| NEWHOURS |

p°  TUESDAY - SATURDAY
DINNER STARTS @ 5:30PM

OUTDOOR, PET FRIENDLY
DINING AVAILABLE

OPEN
Mon,Wed,Thurs,l11-9 ¢ Fri & Sat 11-10 ¢ Sun, 1 1-7
(CLOSED TUESDAY)

2 Filets

Mashed Potatoes
595 Franklin Road, Highlands, NC Broceoli
828.526.3554 Keay Lime Pie
www.highlandssmokehouse.com $£30.95
Follow Us on Facebook & Instagram Dinner for twao!

Peace from the Pit ® Call to reserve 828-526-2762

MOUNTAIN FRESH /5.7 cetirer oF o

HOUSE-ROASTED COFFEE M= deli Sahdwiches ~7 DINNERS-TO- GD

< madetoorder Spialy Caffes ;5 SALMON €L’ 1 Frictou Stk Nigh
J CUTF NATHAN’S
ooy M bz o et s )
3 5 s ) SAUSAGE L e dnsus buser 2 )i Digag

& Frangh TO@SMW‘OS“SD led CAEsAR = NOISEE BAR 55
58807 OB, g ot 0 e AT MUMB%U liiion

ﬂ RANDEVU
% OPEN ALL *
WINTER LONG

Closed Chrlstmas Day Reopen Dec 26 9 3

4 SERVING
! BREAKFAST

| WEBHESDNI’ SI'.IHDA'I' BAM EFM
il rx

See our website for over
= u uak'lasl and Iunch mms!

@ WWW. HAHDE‘VUHG GDM

_N@W y(@/{uu A

CELEBRATI@N
;o

a#*

J?

December 31
8 pm - 1"am

/ Canapés
i# & Unlimited
" Bubbles

DJ Victor
Green
< of Lethal Rhythms

65

Per Person

®
FOUROS

WOODFIRE BISTRO + BAR

465 Main Street, Highlands
Call 828.787.2990 to Book
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Life Is, Indeed, Wonderful

very Christmas, I at-
tempt to recall times
when the holidays

were extra special. These days
they seem to be about doing
our part to keep America’s re-
tail sector afloat, outdoing our
neighbors with elaborate dec-
orations, and pigging out on
too much of too many good
things. Sometimes it’s difficult
to recall memories reflecting
something other than excess.

More than once I've invested in
close-watching Frank Capra’s mas-
terpiece film, Its a Wonderful Life. I
watched, as I now do every year, James
Stewart’s George Bailey come to life in
glorious black and white. I watched how
the filmmakers created winter in a small,
upstate New York town, Bedford Falls,
on a movie lot in sunny Encino, Cali-
fornia, and 1 watched, mesmerized, as
George and his future film wife, Mary
Hatch, danced the Chatleston before
ending up in the swimming pool hid-
den under the floor of the gymnasium
in Bedford Falls, but actually in Beverly
Hills High School.

Christmas is often referred to as
magical. Film is also magical; it’s a means
by which we are transported from our
normal lives into worlds of fantasy, plac-
es we'd never otherwise visit, alongside
both real people and fictional characters
we’d likely not ever encounter in so-called
real life. We, of course, meet George,
an ordinary, yet extraordinary family
man with a wife, four children, an old,
drafty house, and a business under siege

"Bud Katz

)| by Henry Potter, an especially
| egregious adversary. George
found a secret weapon, ... an
Angel Second Class named
Clarence Oddbody, sent down
from above to help George
through his difficulties and, in
so doing, earn his wings.

Through film, we’ve met
extra-terrestrials, war heroes,
superheroes, cowboys, talking
mice, ducks, lions, raccoons
and trees, kings and queens, gods and
monsters, cops and robbers, and a gazil-
lion representations of Santa Claus, surely
one of the most durable and enduring
icons of the season.

It’s a Wonderful Life is now consid-
ered a Christmas classic and is the subject
of intense scholarly and academic study in
film schools and classes in American cul-
ture. It’s also, according to the Hollywood
Reporter, one of the top 20 most watched
films ever.

Christmas is actually a supporting
player in It’s a Wonderful Life, which, at its
core, is the story of a discouraged, suicidal
man who always put his own hopes and
dreams aside in favor of those of others.
It’s also about how the life of one person
can impact the lives and futures of many
others.

I doubt George is a metaphor of any
kind, or of anyone, in either the film or
the short story, The Greatest Gift, by Phil-
lip Van Doren Stern, but it would be easy
to draw some parallels with the life of an-
other man associated with Christmas.

George Bailey was taught to care about

* See WORD MATTER page 9

[l Andrea Gabbard
m ¢ 828.200.6742 0 828.526.8300

5 bedroom, 5 bath home with a view and end-of-the-road privacy. Completely
furnished. Offered for $1,150,000 Contact Andrea Gabbard 828-200-6742.

andrea.gabbard@sothbysrealty.com

Andrea is one of the top 25
Real Estate Brokers in 2018.

Highlands Sotheby’s International Realty is
the top selling firm in Highlands
since 2013 as per HCMLS Navica.

Sotheby’s

INTERNATIONAL REALTY

Highlands
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HIGHLANDS

NORTH CAROLINA

ee” Shaling

Kelsey-Hutchinson Park

Hours of Operation:
(weather permitting)
Going on now - March 20

Thurs: 1- 8pm
Fri & Sat: 1-10pm
Sun:1-5pm

$5 | Includes Skates

Downtown Highlands
Now - Dec 24

People’'s Choice Award

Vote to win a free night at
The Park on Main Hotel and a
$100 gift certificate
to Wolfgangs!

A unique shopping experience
for everyone on your list!

Kelsey-Hutchinson Park

Dec 21: 1lam - 4pm

Photo Booth Thru - Jan 1

Yot Joms b yor T8

n/VisitHighlandsNC | highlandschamber.org
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Duitchmans
Buy More - Save More SALLE!
DECEMBER 20th - JANUARY 5th

Spend $200 Save 20%
Spend $500 Save 25%

Spend $1000 Save 30%

Spend $2500 Save 35%
All Christmas Items 507 Off

* Amount spent is before tax
* Cannot be applied to previous purchases
* All sales final

342 Main Street * Highlands * 828-526-8844
Open 7 Days

v 9% 0 0pq 00800y




.WORD MATTERS continued from page 7

others growing up in a family including
a doting mother and a saintly father. He
surrounded himself with an odd cohort
of men and a couple of women. One,
Mary, was pure and chaste. She became
George’s wife. The other, Violet, was nei-
ther pure nor chaste, but helped George
get through his ordeals. He navigated his
world despite the devilish machinations
of Henry Potter, a most powerful antago-
nist. George participated in a couple of
minor miracles, but life seemed always to
be stacked against him. In the end, he was
prepared to surrender his own life for the
benefit of his beloved family.

As things turned out, Clarence helped
George realize how different the world
around him would have been had George
never been born. And, we know our real
world would have been different but for

COREY JAMES GALLERY
& Estate Consignments
Open Everyday!

(828) 526-4818
On the corner of 3rd & Spring

the birth and death of Jesus Christ.

I think it’s important, during these
festive times, to consider the possibil-
ity that we’re all here for some purpose;
perhaps, to impact the lives of others in-
stead of focusing just on ourselves.

I plan to watch It’s a Wonderful Life,
in black and white of course, and I plan
to enjoy as much of the season as pos-
sible right here at home, in Highlands. I
plan to express gratitude for those I love,
for those who love me, and for whatever
good I can find in a troubled world.

I believe in the title of Capra’s film.
It IS a wonderful life. Heck, as the song
says, It’s the Most Wonderful Time of
the Year. And let’s not lose sight of what
George Bailey learned; that every time a
bell rings, an angel gets his wings. Good
job, Clarence.

WAYNE MONDAY, Broker
Selling area real estate since 1998
828.508.8661 c / 828.743.3411 w
wayne@cashiers.com

MCcKEE

PROPERTIES
619 Highway 107 S, Cashiers, NC
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Highlands Performing Arts Center www.highlandspac.org
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Only

Highlands | Sotheby’s

FTEAMATIORAL REATY

Leading the Way with the Number One
Luxury Real Estate Website in the World!

Saothebysrealty com aysrages three million wsitors & month

Slmllanr_-h com Website Visits Cnmparlsun

mber 2018 Ictobher

ﬂ\w] 1

sothehys

List your propaerty with Highlands Sotheby’s International Realty
to be placed on the Number One Luxury Feal Estate Website in the Waorld
Call today for a free broker value opinion: 8285264104

www, sothebysrealty.com

A, few of
Highlands Sotheby's International Realty 2012 Significant Sales
Make YOUR home our next Significant Sale!

Wishing You and Youwrs a Healthy and Prosperous New Year!

Thank you for suppor ting Highkands Soltheby's International Realty in being
the sales laader in Highlands for the sixth year in a row with over
$125 million in sales in 2019, per the Highlands/Cashiers MLS!

Ceolebrating our 20th Anniversary in 2020
We appreciate our clients, fnends and colleagues

B28.526.4104
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-HiGgHI ANDS AREA EVENTS-

Ongoing

* Movies at the Playhouse
Fri & Sat 1,4, 7;Sun. | & 4;Tues-
Thurs 1,4,7.

* Ice Skating at K-H Found-
ers Park — Thurs,. |-8p; Fri. &
Sat I-10p; Sund. [-5p.Closed
Thanksgiving Day, Christmas Eve
and Christmas Day.

The Bascom is open Friday
- Monday 10am-5pm (Sundays
[2pm - 5pm). Visitors are wel-
come to enjoy the newly updat-
ed Story Walk Trail throughout
the week.

* At the Highlands Recre-
ation Dept. pool. Public Swim
Monday-Thursday | la-7p Friday
and Saturday | la-6p and Sunday
I-6p.

* Fibber Magee’s Clothing
Thrift Store on Laurel Street is
open Tues.-Friday 10a to 4p and
on Saturday from 10a to 2p.

First Mondays

* Shortoff Baptist Church
non-denominational Men’s Mtg
at 7p.

Mondays

* At the Rec Park, Danc-
e2Fit classes with Tori Schmitt at
5:30pm.

Mon.-Wed.

* Hip Hop classes with Tori
Schmitt 5:30-6:30.

Mon. & Thurs.

* The Joy Program at HUMC
11:30a to 1:30p. Includes a free
lunch and a variety of programs
and games. All seniors are wel-
come. For more info, call Kristy
Lewis at 526-3376.

Mon. & Fri.

* Gentle Yoga at the Rec
park at 9:15-10:15 a.m.. All levels
welcome.

Mon.,Wed.,, Fri.

* Heart Healthy Exercise
Class Monday, Wednesday and
Friday 8:30am-9:30am.

» Step Aerobics with Tina
Rogers 8-9a.

Mon.,Wed., Thurs.

* Pickle Ball at the Recre-
ation Department Gym 10:30am
-Ipm

Tuesdays

* FREE Community Table

Advent & Christmas
@{ E. .E.
AT INCARNATION

Saturday, Dec.14th
5pm Christmas Chorale

Sunda

Dec. 22 Advent IV

10:30am Children’s Chapel & Holy Eucharist
Tuesday, Dec. 24 - Christmas Eve
5:30pm Family Service in the Nave
10:15pm Carol Sing in the Nave
10:30pm Holy Eucharist in the Nave

Wednesday, Dec. 25 - Christmas Day
10:30am Holy Eucharist Chapel

Sunday, Jan. 6th - Feast of the Epiphany
10:30am Children’s Chapel & Holy Eucharist

=
Episcopal Church of the Incarnation
520 Main Street, Highlands, NC « (828) 526-2968

Dinner at the Community Bldg.
at 6p.

* The Highlands WVriters
Group meets Tuesday, at 3pm in
the downstairs boardroom at
The Bascom.Writers at all levels
of proficiency are welcome. For
additional information, contact
Bud Katz, 828-526-3190 or bu-
dandlynn@me.com.

* The Humanist Discussion
Group meets from 10:30-11:30
am in the Meeting Room at the
back of the Hudson Library.

Third Tuesday

* The Macon County Poultry
club meets to discuss topics re-
lated to raising backyard chickens.
For more information please call
828-349-2046 or 828-369-3916.

* Highlands Area Indivis-
ible Group meets at 5 pm in the
Meeting Room at the back of the
Hudson Library.

Tuesday and Thursdays

* At the Rec Park, Dance2Fit
with Tori Schmitt at 7:30am.

* Exercise Class with Mi-
chelle Lane at 5:30. A combina-
tion class with many different
styles of exercise at Rec Park.

Wednesdays

* At Community Bible
Church, 5-5:30p - Dinner — Free
(Donations Appreciated) 5:45-7p
- G.R.O.W. Get Real on Wednes-
days — Classes offered on money
management, addiction, discover-
ing your spiritual gifts and per-
sonality type, studying the bible,
evangelism, parenting, marriage,
grief, and more. All are welcome!
Visit www.cbchighlands.com.

* Power Flow Yoga with Na-
licia Allio a certified Yoga Instruc-
tor 12-1pm and 6:30-7:30pm.

First Wednesdays

* Family Movies at the Hud-
son Library at 3:30pm. Call 828-
526-3031 for titles.

3rd Wednesdays

* Recently released movies
at Hudson Library at 2pm. Call
828-526-3031 for titles.

Wed. & Fri.

* Highlands/Cashiers Alco-
holics Anonymous “Open Meet-
ings” are for anyone who thinks
they may have a drinking problem

or for anyone interested in the
A.A. recovery program. Open
meetings are held in Highlands @
the Ist Presbyterian Church, 471
Main St., at noon. And held six
times a week in Cashiers at the
Church of the Good Shepherd,
Rte 107, Cashiers. For meeting
times in Cashiers go to website
www.aawnc80.org or call (828)
349-4357.

* Duplicate Bridge 12-4pm
at Rec Park.

Thursdays

* At the Nature Center. Free.
Exploration Hike 2:30pm. Visit
forests, streams, and other spots
across our campus, experiencing
unique habitats and honing your

observation skills.

* Storytime at Hudson Li-
brary, 10:40 am. Open to the
public

* NAMI Support Group for
individuals dealing with mental
illness and the family members
of individuals dealing with these
challenges from 7 — 8:15pm at
First United Methodist Church
Out Reach Center on West
Main Street in Franklin Call
Donita (828) 526-9510.

* Hip Hop classes with Tori
Schmitt at 6:30-7:30 at the Rec
Park.

2nd Thursdays

* Sapphire Valley Needle-
point Guild meets at the High-

Highlands.

‘The Magic Flute’ at PAC Sat,,
Dec. 21 ... free for children

The Highlands Performing Arts Center will present an encore
performance of the MET Opera’s Holiday Classic, Mozart’s
The Magic Flute on Saturday, December 21| at Ipm. Julie Tay-
mor’s (of Lion King fame) kaleidoscopic production returns this
holiday season.The winning ensemble includes tenor Matthew
Polenzani, baritone Nathan Gunn, and bass René Pape in this
abridged, English-language version of Mozart’s classic fable. Bring
the whole family and create a new holiday tradition, there is no
charge for children accompanied by an adult. A family holiday
favorite you won’t want to miss. Taymor’s fanciful sets, costumes
and puppets won rave reviews ...
flute is a mysterious story of good and evil. Naturally, Ms. Tay-
mor’s production makes the opera’s monsters quite charming,
like the puppet bears who are enchanted by Tamino’s magic
flute. Tickets are available online at Highlandspac.org or high-
landsperformingarts.com or at the door. 507 Chestnut Street

Like most fairy tales the magic




lands Rec Park at 10 a.m.

3rd Thursdays

* Kidney Smart Classes in
Franklin: from 4:30-6pm, Angel
Medical Center; Video Con-
ference Room, 3rd Floor, 120
Riverview St. Contact Majestic
828-369-9474.

* Highlands Town Board
meeting at 7p in the Commu-
nity Building on US 64 east and
Poplar Street.

4th Thursday

* At the Hudson Library,
Kids Zone LEGO Club. Intend-
ed primarily for kids in grades
I-5, LEGO Club allows creativ-
ity and STEM skills to develop

together as kids enjoy making
LEGO creations.

Thurs.,Dec 19

* At OEl's The Farm, a holi-
day evening with Mike Kinne-
brew from 6-8 p.m. $20 Cover
charge. Doors open at 5:30 p.m.
Free hot cocoa and cookies.
Cash bar available.

Sat., Dec. 21

e Santa in the K-H Park on
Pine Street || a.m.to 4 p.m.

* The magic Flute at PAC at
| p.m.Tickets are available online
at Highlandspac.org or highland-
sperformingarts.com or at the
door. 507 Chestnut Street High-
lands. Children free if accompa-
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e HigHI ANDS AREA EVENTS ®

nied by an adult.

Sun. Dec. 22

* Fiber Sunday will take
place at Cowee Textiles on Sun-
day from 2-5 p.m. in room 104
at The Cowee School Arts &
Heritage Center located at 51
Cowee School Dr. Franklin N.C.
28734.Bring a textile project you
are working on from spinning,
knitting, weaving, rug hooking,
baskets etc. Call or e-mail Teresa
Bouchonnet at 828 349-3878
or bouchonnet@coweetextiles.
com if you have any questions.

Wed., Dec. 25

* Highlands Annual Christ-

mas Dinner presented by

..NEAL contineud from page 1

Valley Medical Center, in Ronce-
verte, WV.

As CEO of Berwick Hos-
pital Center, Tom helped to re-
build their ptimary care physician
base and also led efforts to bring
about significant improvements
in patient experience scores, safe-
ty and quality outcomes.

Chief Primary Care Physi-
cian at Highlands Cashiers Hos-
pital Dr. Patti Wheeler, who is
also on the Hospital Corporation
of America (HCA) board, intro-
duced Neal and said she feels
very good about him and the
hospital’s future with him at the
helm.

“He has had a lot of expe-
rience. He is familiar with com-
munities that are similar to ours
which I think is a blessing,” she
said. “He is here to stay and isn’t
using this position to climb the
ladder. That’s why we are excited
to have him as a part of the com-
munity. I think he is a great asset
and I look forward to working
with him.”

Mayor Pat Taylor said Neal
has a wonderful record of im-
proving doctors and staff and
creating new programs.

“I really look forward to
hearing from Neal and his staff
about all the plans and innova-
tions he has in mind for our hos-
pital,” said Taylor.

Neal who began as a nurse
almost 30 years ago said he got

Dr. Patti Wheeler introduced High-
lands Cashiers Hospital's CEO/
CNO Tom Neal at the Town Board
meeing.

into healthcare because he liked
taking care of people.

“I feel that being able to serve
in the health care field is one of the
most rewarding things you can do,”
he said.

He moved into the administra-
tion sector about 15 years ago when
he went to Hilton Head where he
served in a variety of roles.

The one that was of particular
interest to the community and the
hospital there was the work he did
in recruiting,

“During my time there I
served as business development of-
ficer. I recruited about 36 positions
to that market. We did open some
services — a breast health center in
Bluffton, and a new medical office
building,” he said.

His last stop ptior to coming
to Highlands was at Berwick Hos-
pital Center in Berwick, PA.

“I restored a lot of services
there — they had lost seven primary
care positions in the few years pri-
or to me getting there. So that job
was really about trying to restore
those primary care positions. We
recruited six back to the hospital
and were able to really get that go-
ing”

While living in Hilton Head,
he and his family vacationed in
Hayesville, NC so he was glad to
hear of the position in Highlands.
He and his wife bought a house on
Little Bear Pen.

“Being part of healthcare in a
rural setting means being part of
the community. I won’t give plans.
I am going to listen and learn first.
Get to know what the needs are,
who the people are and then I will
come back and tell you where it
is. I will assure you that recruiting
doctors is one of the things we
need to do. There’s no question
about that — what other services
we can add? That’s just one thing
you’ll have to wait and hear what I
have to say,” he said.

He said he has learned that
there are really great people at
Highlands Cashiers Hospital.

“The level of commitment,
the professionalism, the dedica-
tion — is incredible. I am proud to
be a part of this organization and
I look forward to being part of
the community for some time to
come.”

— Kim Lewicki

H.A.N.D.S and Lakeside Restau-
rant | la to 6p Christmas Day at
Highlands Country Club. Adults
$50; Children under 12, $15.
Children 5 and under eat free.
Proceeds benefit local nonprof-
its. Buffet features, turkey, ham,
tenderloin, shrimp & grits and all
the fixins. plus desserts. Seating
by reservation only. Call 828-
526-9419.

Wed,, Jan. |

* Want to start the new
year off the right way? Resolve

to meet at Founders Park at 10
a.m. onWednesday for the |7th
Annual New Year’s Resolution
Run/Walk. Those interested in
participating simply gather at
Founders Park on the corner
of Pine and Fifth streets on
Wednesday morning, January |
at the new time established last
year, 10 a.m.; participants will
run or walk a three-mile loop
at a relaxed pace around the
downtown area of Highlands,
returning to the Park.

Please join us during the holidays at
First Presbyterian Church of Highlands

Sunday Worship Services at || a.m.

Advent Study Sunday Mornings thru Dec. 22
9:30-10:30 a.m., in the Church Library

Advent 2019
Cynthia M. Campbell’s book, Christmas in the Four Gos-
pel Homes is the focus of the study.
Rev. Dr. curtis Fussell and Rev. Emily Wilmarch,
facilitators

Saturday, December 21
Longest Night Service

An Ecumenical Blue Christmas
Worship Service
5 p.m.
The Blue Christmas service allows us to grieve losses,

to acknowledge our pain, and to take comfort in God’s

9,

abiding love and care for us.
Everyone is welcome to attend
this ministry of our local churches.

Tuesday, December 24
Christmas Eve Candlelight & Communion Service

4:30 p.m. Musical Prelude
featuring Harpist Jillionna Bailey-Plemmons
Candlelight & Communion Service
designed for the entire family
at 5 p.m.

Homily by Rev. Emily Wilmarth

Nursery available for children 2 years and under

First Presbyterian Church of Highlands
Located at 471 Main Street
PO Box 548, Highlands, NC 28741  828-526-3175
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Shop Local for Christmas this year!

ff . We have special - :
fever Christmas gifts ' _ o oo S
w? _(F,sdw tf"" Just for you@ C T?i: Yfgg}%{i
THE - ' 2 — |
HOLIDAYS!

! ; nd he shops
" TheToy Stor

] mentary ift wr;

%E::L,:néjeweler

Full Service Jeweler  Repairs ¢ Restorations ¢ Appraisals

152 S. 2nd Street | Highlands, NC | 828-526-5858 | www.JannieBeanDesigns.com

Come visit Peak Experience for
Fine American Ii wndcrafts including End Of
Pottery Jewelry, Fun Gifts and More!
AT CAROLINA WAY

is ON! STOREWIDE SALE
20%-40% OFF

(including Lamp Shades)

Lighting
Lamp Shades
| :  Pottery
4'1|1¢|L|11W— i list! s e Rugs
PEAK € || Z*oiianmern Shqtn Shreet o Pillows

TYPERIENCE NOR 6447
| EXPERIENCE 5264413 (828) 526-2665
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Sﬁoy Loca[ for Christmas this year!

SAVE
up o 40%

on
Fall Collections

LS

)
and 30%
on
Cashmere
'.T 3 sweaters
M &w FRASIER FIR
All the sumptuous stylish brands 0 %
you love! ... the boutique 50 A;IOﬂ:
Order online at S a A Highlands tradition since 1940
www.facebook.com/LuluBleuNC well Our 78th season on Main Street
Bottles
326 Main St. e 828-482-4375 o, “‘ ,,',(, Ily ) Mgggasyégagt:lg%ay
The Dry Sink - Main Street ~Highlands, NC 382 Main Street, Highlands

All Clothing & M End Of Se on
o A
Shoes on Sale Sale
MIZZEN+MAIN
ANTAWs AR Take an Additiona

* Free People » BB
Dakotae Michael Stars
Diba e Z Supply « THML
« Jeans by:

® Joes
for All Mankind

2 5% off
Sale

BAGS on A

Shoes & Boots

UPSTAIRS _ I B EEEN
$50 or less MAIN ‘ ALM 1+ NAVLES +
(in %Se Galax Theatre) 338 Main St. MN(?XtSt © T;;;gz 6S t;’;;S z 343 Main Street
526-4660 526-4777 am St. e exclusions apply §28-526-9122




Join us as we celebrate the
birth ::_Jf our Savior at

Highlands
United Methodist Church

Christmas Eve
Worship Services

Family-oriented
Christmas Eve Candlelight Service
5pm
Christmas Eve Eucharist
7pm.
A Candlelight Service of Lessons & Carols
9pm.
Midnight Eucharist
11:45pm.

Pastor Randy Lucas

315 Main Street / (828) 526-3376
highlandsume@icloud.com

—
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Our Lady of the Mountains
Catholic Church

Christmas Mass Schedule
Christmas Eve, Dec. 24:

OLM Highlands - 4 p.m.
Christmas Day, Dec. 25:

St. Jude, Sapphire Valley - 10 a.m.,
New Year’s Mass Schedule:
New Year’s Eve, Dec. 31
OLM Highlands - 4 p.m.

315 N. 5th Street, Highlands,
email: olmountainshighlands@charlottediocese.org
828-526-0249

ALL ABOUT BOOKS
®

THE INK PENN ®

A few of my favorite things

s I pondered what to write
about for Christmas, I
mentally thumbed through

previous columns on Christmas
music, Christmas cats, and Christ-
mas trips. What would it be this
year? Initially, I considered favorite
childhood Christmas gifts.

Spying yet another buck
passing through our front yard
expanded my thinking beyond
Christmas gifts to thoughts of my
favorite things year round—the
things that inspire awe or a sense
of contentment. With a nod to
Richard Rodgers and Julie An-
drews, here’s what came to mind.

No matter that I see deer
daily, I always pause as they pass
through the yard. Some, like the
bucks, are majestic. Others like the
Bambis, as I call them, are adot-
able. Watching the adolescents
kick up their heels and nip at each
other brings a sense of joy.

Seeing a hawk take flight or
land nearby is an awe-inspiring
sight. Not long ago, we spotted a
wild turkey strutting through the
backyard. How wonderful to have

Kathy Manos Penn

our own private nature preserve.
What would we do without
our four-legged children? When-
ever Banjo is snoring gently at my
feet or Puddin’ is purring in my
lap, I can’t help but smile and sigh.
On chilly nights, Puddin’ joins us
in bed and lies tucked against my
side or on my back. I try to remain
still so as not to disturb that little
ball of warmth. Banjo? He con-
tentedly lies by the side of the bed,
and these days, I wake him in the
morning instead of vice-versa.
The first sight of bluebirds
inspecting the house put up espe-

10 Bedrooms « 12 Bathrooms « Sleeps 25
Family Celebrations | Holidays | Gidfriend Getaways
Business Retreats | Wedding Parties
Family Fun Abounds in the Winter Months in Highlands
Reconnect in the relazed and intimate atmosphere of the historic
Fairview House estate. loe Skate at Founder’s Park. Explore the Platean off-
road with Highland Excursion, Savor a private wine tasting and gourmet meal
with a privale chel. Relax at the Spa at Old Edwards.

0 highlandsfairviewhouss com | 8665268008 | centralreservationi@oldedwardsinncom  [8)

cially for them is an early spring
pleasure. There seem always to be
two couples vying for the right to
move in, and the colorful scene is
a delight.

Similatly, the sound of the
Carolina wrens singing on the
back deck is a sign they’ll soon
start readying the nest between
the screened porch and the chim-
ney. They return to that spot year
after year, and we look forward
to the chirping babies come sum-
mef.

When it turns cold, 'm re-
minded that the fire in the wood-
burning stove is one of my favor-
ite things. Unlike some fireplaces,
it’s not only pretty; it also puts out
heat and provides cozy warmth
throughout the winter.

Add a snowy day, and I'm in
heaven—as long as I’'m not stuck
on the road. There’s something
indescribably  peaceful  about
the silence experienced during a
snowfall. An undisturbed yard of
pure white is a sight to behold.
Undisturbed, that is until we let
the dog out the front door. That’s
a comical sight—Banjo frolicking
in the snow, especially when it’s
deep enough to tickle his belly.

Any time of year, books top
my list of favorite things. My day
is not complete without reading
a few chapters before I turn off
the bedside lamp. Somehow;, cold
weather makes reading even more
pleasurable, and the emails from
the library alerting me that a book
is waiting for me make my day.

This time of year, it’s only
natural that Christmas decora-
tions make my list of favorite
things: the crocheted angel tree
topper, the bubble light nightlight,
the colorful glass Woolworths or-
naments that were my mothers,
my Richie Bear from Rich’s, and
the two stuffed bears from Lord
& Taylot’s.

My list isn’t lengthy. It’s a
list of the simple pleasures in
life—the things that bring me joy.
Whats on your list of favorite
things? Whatever it may be, I wish
you and yours joy this holiday sea-
son and throughout the year.



«.oOHOP continued from page 1

it all and just enjoy smiling [§
and laughing. It’s good for
the heart.”

The idea of SWAC is to
take children who may have
seen a different side of law
enforcement or whose par-
ents may have fallen on hard
times and brighten up their |
Christmas.

Each child receives $100
to purchase gifts for them-
selves, but they have to buy
one gift for someone else.

The children’s names are

given to law enforcement by
teachers and members of the B
community.

Holland said the money
is raised throughout the year
through fundraisers and do-
nations.

Once all the shopping was finished
and the kids had spent some time jumping
on trampolines at The Factory, they headed
back up the mountain to the Episcopal
Church to wrap up their goods.

“The Episcopal church began par-
ticipating several years ago,” said Holland.
“They provide wrapping paper for the gifts,

— Photo by Brian O’Shea

coats, hats, and other items for the children.
They have been instrumental in making our
experiences with the kids brighter.”

Holland said they took about 16 chil-
dren shopping this year and last year all
tolled, Macon County took about 200 kids
shopping.
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Harris Regional Hospital

WELCOMES
Anne Fulbright, PA-C

Cardic

SPECIALIZING IN:
Cardiovascular Disease

REGIONAL HOSPITAL
A Duke LifePoint Hospital

HARRIS CARDIOLOGY
68 Hospital Road, Sylva

Making Communities Healthier -+ MyHarrisRegional.com

S NS

% Christmas Sale /7

Now through January 4th

STOREWIDE 30 - 60% OFF

(Showrooms = Pantry = Warehouses)

BED & BATH 20 - 30% OFF

OUTBACK &
WAREHOUSE 30-75% OFF

(original art not included in sale)

Winter Hours: Monday - Saturday | 9am - 5pm | Closed Sundays
828-526-5577 | 2089 Dillard Road, Highlands (2 miles from Main St.)
www.summerhousehighlands.com | summerhousehighlands@brmemc.net
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¥ g% Callor Visitthe # - 3
5" "w Center for Plastic Surgeryg’ *7
¢y + &Medi-Spa F
~for all your Holiday Needs

Obagi
Epionce
Skin Medica
Latisse
Jane Iredale
Clarisonic Mia's
& Brush Heads
Call to schedule
Botox, Juvederm,
Facials, Peels &
Zerona Treatments
Gift Certificates
available
Robert T, Buchanan, MD,
Board Cartified Plastic Surgeon &8
20% Hospital Dr., Suite 202, |
L J26-3783
werw. PlasticSurgeryToday.com

Wilbanks Smile Center

COMPLETE DENTAL CARE UNDER ONE ROOF
278 East Doyle St. » Toccoa, GA

706-886-9439 ¢ 800-884-9439

You are only 50 miles away from 40 years experiene in

¢ Dental Implants e Root Canal Therapy
o SINGLE VISIT CROWNS!
e Orthodontics including Invisalign
e Wisdom Teeth Extractions o _®
and of course ... i s
* Fillings and Cleanings ~ wiLBANKS SMILE CENTER
(IV Sedation, too) S

www.WilbanksSmileCenter.com

top-notch, high-tech, one-stop dentistry known for its gentle touch.

INVESTING AT A T18 F1..

“Welcome Christmas While We
Stand, Heart to Heart and Hand to
Hand...”
— Dr. Suess (from The Grinch Who Stole
Christmas).

his week, several unique,

I mournful, interesting, and

inspiring things occurred in
Highlands.

The moon was full (called
the “Cold Moon,” and one of the
prettiest I've ever seen); we lost a
good friend to brain cancer way
too eatly; and I watched a mil-
lion late-night Christmas movies,
when I wasn’t watching the moon.
Namely, The Grinch (original car-
toon), White Christmas (my fa-
vorite), and It's A Wonderful Life
which I saw three times because
it's on 10 cable channels at the
same time. You can’ miss it.

All through the film, I was
mesmerized by the lines in the
movie and their meaning, which
related well to the events of the
week. I think that It's A Wonderful
Life is as much about Real Estate
as it is Christmas. Buying a home

330 Dillard
Road

Above
Highlands
Decorating
Center

828-526-4192
Taylor Barnes Spa

o Therapeutic Massage
« Age Defying Facials
o Euphoric Feet &
Reflexology
« Tuscan Wine Body
Polish
« Personal Training

Taylor Barnes Salon
« Color, Cuts,
» Make-up
» Up-Dos
« Hair Extensions
e Manicures
o Pedicures

It's a wonderful life

&3

Pat Gleeson, Owner, BIC
828-782-0472

in Bedford Falls back then was
difficult because of Mr. Potter’s
greediness. But once the right peo-
ple got involved, buying and selling
in Bedford Falls became possible
for all.

A healthy and thriving Bed-
ford Falls is a lot like Highlands
and Cashiers, NC. There’s no bet-
ter way to explain it than with a
few lines from this classic movie!

George Bailey (Jimmy Stew-
art) had some of the best. “What
is it you want Mary? You want the
moon? Just say the word, and I’ll
throw a lasso around it and pull it
down.”

Highlands and Cashiers are
chock-full of people, businesses,
and yes Real Estate Professionals
who will lasso the moon for you.

George’s line to Old Man
Potter as he defended the Build-
ing & Loan “My Father died a
much richer man than youll ever
be.” George’s Dad helped people
finance nice homes, but Potter
took their cash and forced people
to live in slums. One of my favor-
ites is what George says to Mary
when they’re outside looking at
the moon. Mary’s robe accidentally
falls off hooked on a holly bush.

George says, “You look older
without your clothes on,” which
reminds all of us to have more
fun, seek frivolity, and head out-
side to see the moon (you never
know what else you'll witness).

Then there’s George’s Guard-
ian Angel Clarence, who rescued
George from his suicide attempt
and tells us “No man is a failure
who has friends,” and “Each man’s
life touches so many other lives,”
and the defining line of the entire
movie “You see George, you've
really had A Wonderful Life.”

Cue the tears please, because
I'm so thankful for my friends.
Highlands is the friendliest place
in the US. (besides Bedford Falls).
Listen to the bells in downtown
Highlands this week and remem-
ber what Clarence said, “Every
time a bell rings, an Angel gets his
wings.” (God’s Speed Mal).

In closing, some of you may
be deciding, You've been dream-
ing, considering, deliberating, or
procrastinating about investing in
property in Highlands or Cashiers.
Remember what a neighbor yelled
to George and Mary that night in
the street, “Why don’t you kiss her,
instead of talking her to death.”
... alesson for all of us!

Merry Christmas! Remember,
the next full Moon is January 10th!

* Pat Gleeson, his wife Bee, and
their dog Gemma are Owners and Bro-
kers of White Oak Realty Group, in
downtown Highlands (4th Street across
Sfrom the Old Edwards Inn). White
Oak Realty Group, founded in 2009
by Susie deVille, is one of the leading
boutigue brokerage firms on the High-
lands-Cashiers Platean. You can reach
Pat, Bee, Christal, Tom, and Susie at
828.526.8118.

..DUKE continued from page 1

O’Donnell, referring to arbitrating
with Duke for the lowest rates pos-
sible. “We may just let them shop
the market themselves. I prefer
that. I think the choice needs to be
in the hands of the citizens. What
started and was snuffed out 18-20
years ago has come full circle and
I do believe some time in the next
10 years you will have retail de-
regulation in states and you may
not have to buy power on behalf

of the town’s citizens by that time.
Individual homeowners could do
it. There are 16 states that are al-
lowing and doing that right now
and given that Duke’s rates are
getting way out of focus relative
to the market, you are going to see
more states allowing customers to

do that.”
That scenario, though likely
good for consumers, could se-
e See DUKE page 20



. WILLIAMSES continued from page 5

night as Williams wanted the money allo-
cated by the end of the year.

“We need to send the Williams Foun-
dation a request for the donation in the
amount of $232,127.50, before the end of
the year for tax purposes,” he said.

This adds another to the long list of
donations Art and Angela Williams have

I'he Metropolitan Opcra
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made to the town’s Recreation Department
including funding for K-H Founders Park,
the ice rmk the town’s ball field, renovations
to the interior of the civic building as well as
the covered pool, to name a few.
Commissioners unanimously accepted
the donation.
— Kim Lewicki

Enmre Perfarmanre
The Magic Flute
by Mozart
Staged by Julie Taymore
Saturday, December 21
1pm

STOREWIDE SALE

DEC. 20
WJAN. 6

Hot Chocolate & Snacks
" onDec.20&21

*Some Exclusions Apply.

10 am - 5 pm | Christmas Eve 10 - 4 pm | Closed Christmas Day
“On the Hill” at 212 South 4th Street, 1 Block Off Main | 828.787.1877
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STOREWIDE
DECEMBER 18 - 24

Highlands, NC

394 MAIN ST.

Asheville, NC
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What does Einstein have to
do with Christmas?

By Dr. Gary Hewins

Senior Pastor

Community Bible Church

( :hristmas is many things to many people and seemingly

nothing to many others. Whatever your perspective, you
have to admit that the holiday season is typically a time

to connect mote with others, look at one another face-to-face,

enjoy a meal together and exchange gifts. Christmas, aside from

any faith component, is a holiday where people tend to care for

one another more and care about other matters less.

The purpose of Christmas hasn’t changed but I think our
wotld has changed drastically. Without realizing it, we have
slowly and subtly morphed into a culture that is far less “Christ-
masy” or holiday-minded. We now connect more using tech-
nology and connect less on a personal, intimate basis. Albert
Einstein said the following in April of 1946:

“1 fear the day that technology will surpass our bhuman interaction.
The world will have a generation of idiots. I believe that the abominable
deterioration of ethical standards stems primarily from the mechanigation
and depersonalization of our lives-—a disastrous by product of science and
technology. Nostra Culpa (we are to blame).”

What did this man see in the spring of 1946 that remotely
compares to technology in 2019? There is a great prophetic
truth in Albert’s assertion. We remain frenetic, hurtied and we
seem to think that technology will create for us more time to
do other things, but it does not. It didn’t do so in 1946 and it
won’t come close in 2019 and it may be even more tragic 30
years from now.

We have to become far more intentional about the way
we approach life and intimacy, otherwise communication will
be so diluted and endangered that we will only be able to relate
through text rather than embrace or laugh together.

Here is a reminder, God loves you and He intentionally
sent His Son to live in this world as your representative. This
advent of Christ is actually a wonderful adventure. He doesn’t
want to text you “lol” he wants to hear you laugh as he gives you
cause to laugh. He isn’t so interested in sending you an emoji
face, He has a greater interest in seeing you seek His face. He
made the birds in such a way that they themselves “tweet.” He
loves you, and more than that, he demonstrated that love on
your behalf.

As this world pulls on you to objectify others, keep em-
pathy alive. As this world wallows in polarity and divisiveness,
crave unity and collaboration. Enjoy your Christmas in Decem-
ber but keep it in your heart throughout the winter. Love others.

Write a hand-written letter. Knock on someone’s door,
share a cup of tea. Look into another’s eyes. Touch someone’s
heart. Give something of you to them. It’s Christmas! Be per-
sonal for God is personal. Be generous as God is generous.
Be gracious as he is gracious. It’s Christmas! Connect. Share.
Laugh. Enjoy. Feast. And do it in person wherever possible!
Merry Christmas.

“Do not be afraid, for bebold, I bring you good tidings of great joy
which will be to all people. For there is born to you this day in the city of
David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. And this will be the sign to you:
You will find a Babe wrapped in swaddling cloths, lying in a manger.”

Apnd suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly
host praising God and saying: “Glory to God in the bighest, And on earth
peace, goodwill toward men!” (Luke 2:10-14)

Proverbs 3:5

e P aceEs 1o WORSHIP ®

John 3:16

BLUEVALLEY BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Oliver Rice, Pastor (706) 782-3965
Sundays: School:10 a.m.,Worship:1 |
Sunday night services every 2nd & 4th Sunday at 7
Wednesdays: Mid-week prayer meeting:7 p.m.
BUCK CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH
828-269-3546 + Rev. Jamie Passmore, Pastor
Sundays: School:10 a.m.;Worship:1 |
CASHIERS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Rev.Wes Sharpe, Pastor 828-743-5298
Sundays: School at 9:30 Worship 10:30
Wednesday night Dinner and Service 5:30
CHAPEL OF THE SKY
Sky Valley, GA « 706-746-2999
Sundays: 10 a.m.:Worship
Holy Communion Ist & 3rd Sundays
CHRIST ANGLICAN CHURCH
Rector: Jim Murphy, 252-671-401 |
464 US Hwy 64 east, Cashiers
9:30a Sunday School; 10:30a Worship Service; Mon. 6p Bible
Study & Supper in homes
CHRIST CHURCH OF THE VALLEY, CASHIERS
Pastor Brent Metcalf + 743-5470
Sun.10:45am, S.S 9:30am.Wed. 6pm supper and teaching.
Tues. Guys study 8am, Gals |0am.
CLEAR CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Jim Kinard
Sundays: School: 10 a.m.;Worship:| la.m.

I'st & 3rd Sunday night Service: 7.p.m.
Wednesdays —Supper at 6 p.m.
COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH
www.cbchighlands.com ¢ 526-4685
3645 Cashiers Rd, Highlands, NC
Sr. Pastor Gary Hewins
Sun.: 9:30am: Sunday School|0:30am: Middle & High School;
10:45am: Child. Program, 10: 45am:Worship
Wed.: 5pm Dinner ($7 adult, $2 child), 6pm CBC U.
COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH OF SKY VALLEY
706.746.3144+ 696 Sky Valley Way #447,

Pastor Gary Hewins
Worship: Sun. 9 a.m., with Holy Communion the Ist & 3rd
Sun.; Tues: Community Supper 5:30 followed by Bible Study.
EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF THE INCARNATION
Rev.WV. Bentley Manning ¢ 526-2968
Monday-Friday: Morning Prayer at 8:15a. Sundays: 8 am
Holy Eucharist Rite I; 9 am Sunday School; 10:30 am Holy
Eucharist Rite Il. Childcare available at 10:30
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH HIGHLANDS
828-526-4153 » www.fbchighlands.org
Dr. Mark Ford, Pastors 220 Main Street, Highlands
Sun.:Worship 10:45 am; Sun.: Bible Study 9:30 am
Wed.: Men’s Bible Study 8:30 am; Choir 5p; Prayer Mtg 6:15p
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Curtis Fussell & Emily Wilmarth, pastors
526-3175 - fpchighlands.org
Sun.:Worship 8:30a Adult Ed.: 9:30a.m.;Worship | | a.m.
Mondays: Men’s Prayer Group & Breakfast 8 a.m.
Wed: Choir:6p
GOLDMINE BAPTIST CHURCH
(Off Franklin/Highlands Rd)

Sunday School:10 am,Worship Service:l | am
GRACE COMMUNITY CHURCH OF CASHIERS
Non-Denominational-Contemporary Worship
242 Hwy 107N, 1/4 miles from Crossroads in Cashiers
www.gracecashiers.com ¢ Pastor Steve Doerter: 743-9814
Services: Sundays 10am - Wed. - 7pm; Dinner - Wed. 6pm

HAMBURG BAPTIST CHURCH
Hwy 107N. « Glenville, NC « 743-2729 « Nathan Johnson
Sunday: School 9:45a,Worship | l1a & 7p, Bible Study é6p
Wed. Kidsquest 6p.;Worship 7p.
HIGHLANDS ASSEMBLY OF GOD
Randy Reed, Pastor828-421-9172 « 165 S. Sixth Street
Sundays:Worship:| |
HIGHLANDS CENTRAL BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Dan Robinson
670 N. 4th Street (next to the Highlands Civic Center)
Sun.: Bible Study |0a; Morning Worship 10:45a., Evening Worship,
6p.Wednesday: Prayer Service, 6:30 p.
HIGHLANDS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Pastor Randy Lucas 526-3376
Sun: School 9:45a.;Worship 9:09,10:50.;Youth 5:30 p.
Wed: Supper: 5:15; youth, & adults activities: 6; Handbell
rehearsal, 6:15; Choir Rehearsal 7. (nursery provided ); 7pm
Intercessory Prayer Ministry
HOLY FAMILY LUTHERAN CHURCH: ELCA
Chaplain Margaret Howell * 2152 Dillard Road * 526-9741
Sun: School and Adult discussion group 9:30 a.m.;
Worship/Communion:10:30; Early-Bird Christmas Eve service of]
Lessons and Carols, Sunday, Dec. 22, 10:30 am.
All are welcome.
HEALING SERVICE on the 5th Sunday of the month.
MACEDONIA BAPTIST CHURCH
8 miles south of Highlands on N.C. 28 S in Satolah
Pastor Zane Talley
Sundays: School: 10 a.m.;Worship:1 |, Choir:6 p.m.
Wed: Bible Study and Youth Mtg.:7 p.m.
MOUNTAIN SYNAGOGUE
at St. Cyprian’s Episcopal Church, Franklin « 828-524-9463
MOUNTAIN BIBLE CHURCH
743-2583 » Independent Bible Church
Sun:10:30 a.m. at Big Ridge Baptist Church,
4224 Big Ridge Road (4.5 miles from NC 107)
Weds: Bible Study 6:30 p.m.;Youth Group 6 p.m.
OUR LADY OF THE MOUNTAINS
CATHOLIC CHURCH
Rev. Fr. Jason K. Barone — 526-2418
Mass:Thurs. 12:10; Fri. 9am; Sun: | | a.m.
SCALY MOUNTAIN BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Marty Kilby
Sundays: School —10 a.m.;Worship —I | am. & 7
Wednesdays: Prayer Mtg.:7 p.m.
SCALY MOUNTAIN CHURCH OF GOD
290 Buck Knob Road; Pastor Donald G. Bates * 526-3212
Sun.: School: 10 a.m.;Worship:10:45 a.m.;Worship: 6 p.m.
SHORTOFF BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Rev.Andy Cloer
Sundays: School: 10 a.m.;Worship:| | a.m.
Wednesdays: Prayer & Bible Study:6 p.m.
ST.JUDE’S CATHOLIC CHURCH
Mass: Thurs. 9am, Fri., | lam; Sun. 9am
THE CHURCH OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD
1448 Highway 107 S., Office: 743-2359 * Rev. Rob Wood
June-Sept: Sunday Services: Rite |, 8a, Rite I, 9:15 & | la
Nursery available for Rite Il services
Sept 6-Oct 25-Informal Evening Eucharist-5:30 p.m.
Thursday: Noon Healing Service with Eucharist.
UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST FELLOWSHIP
85 Sierra Drive, Franklin ¢ uufranklin.org
Sunday Worship - | | a.m.
WHITESIDE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Rev. Sam Forrester/Cashiers
Sunday School:10 am,Worship Service:I | am




Highlands Police entries from
Nov. 29. Only the names of persons
arrested, issued a Class-3 misde-
meanor or public officials have been
used.

Nov. 29

* At 11:39 a.m,, officers received a
report of an elderly female trespassing on
the Mountain Findings property.

* At 430 p.m., officers received a
report of a vehicle being taken without
permission from a location on S 4th and
Spring Street.

Dec. |

* At | 1:48 p.m., officers received a re-
port of destruction of property on Main
Street where someone damaged the
front tires of a vehicle.

Dec.2

* At | p.m, officers responded to
a one-vehicle accident. The vehicle had
been moved before the police got there

Dec.6

* At 1:20 p.m., officers responded to
a one-vehicle accident on 5th Street.

The Highlands Fire & Rescue
log from Dec. 10.

Hair ¢ Nails * Waxing ¢ Tanning ¢ Facials
Massages * Eyelash Extensions
Walk-ins Welcome!

Owner/Stylist: Lacy Jane Villardo
Stylists: Heahter Escandon
Maggie Barden, Bri Field, Desiray Schmitt
and Cali Smolarsky
Nail Tech: Jenna Schmitt
Massage Therapist: Brenda Lopez

Upstairs and Across the Walkway at
“Falls on Main” Highlands
Open at 9a Tues.-Sat. * 828-526-3939

Additional Ice Rink Hours
Monday, December 23
Monday, December 30
Wednesday, January |

I-8pm each day.
New Year’s Eve Hours
Tues., Dec. 31 -Wed. Jan. |
Ipto la

* At 7:40 a.m., the dept. was first-re-
sponders to a location on Memorial Park
Drive.

Dec. 12

* At 12:58 p.m., the dept. responded
to a Co2 alarm at a residence on E.Win-
gina Place.

* At 1:21 p.m,, the dept. was first-re-
sponders to a location on Pierson Drive.

Dec. 15

* At 12:18 p.m., the dept. was first-
responders to a residence on Clubhouse
Trail.

Dec. 16

* At 5:56 p.m., the dept. responded to
a motor vehicle accident on NC 106.

- rly

. #"&.
(Cabin Coutune

~ Home Decor
~ Gifts
~ Jewelry

468 Carolina Way
Highlands
(Between N. 4th & N. 5th)

828-526-3909

Shear Elevations

225 Spring Street * Highlands
828-526-9477

/
Owner/Stylist: Lisa L. Shearon
Stylist: Kristi Stockton
Stylist/Nail Tech: Kassie Vinson
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CHRISTMAS EVE
CANDLE LIGHTING
AT 5 PM

C 3645 CASHIERS ROAD - HIGHLANDS, NC 28741
828-526-4685 - www.cbchighlands.com
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OLD %
EDWARDS
INN e

AVAILABLE POSITIONS

IMMEDIATE FULL-TIME ON-SITE
GRAPHIC DESIGN AND LAYOUT PROFES-
SIONAL NEEDED TO JOIN MARKETING
DEPARTMENT OF OLD EDWARDS HOSPI-
TALITY GROUP IN HIGHLANDS, NORTH
CAROLINA. At least two years of print layout and
design required. Keen eye for design, detail-oriented
and proficiency in formatting for scannable content
a must. Experience in CRM, email marketing, website
updating and/or social media is a plus. Must have high
integrity, sense of humor, consistently positive nature,
interpersonal skills and work well as part of a close
team. Full benefits. Possible subsidized housing. Posi-
tion is 100% onsite in Highlands, NC, no exceptions.

FULL-TIME TEMPORARY MARKETING
POSITION. OEl is seeking a marketing professional
and graphic designer experienced in page layout and
ad creation for both print and digital to fill a six-month
position between approximately March | and Septem-
ber 31,2020.At least two years of professional layout
and design required. This position designs billboards,
newspaper and magazine ads, digital ads and more for
a high-end luxury brand. Some experience in website
updating—or ability to learn—required (content man-
agement, not coding). Must have high integrity, sense
of humor, consistently positive nature, interpersonal
skills and work well as part of a close team. Position
is 100% onsite in Highlands, NC, no exceptions.There
is a possibility that this position could become perma-
nent. Please provide cover letter,resume and samples.
References will be required.

ALSO:

OLD EDWARDS HOSPITALITY has the
following positions open:

RESTAURANT FOURG65:

Part-time servers, full-time Hostess, AM/PM
Sous Chef, Cook and Utility/Dishwasher needed.

OLD EDWARDS:

Front Desk, Bellmen, Front Desk Supervisors,
Spa attendants & concierge, Housekeepers, Laundry,
Experienced servers & server assistants, Reserva-
tionist, Sales Manager (2 years experience), Graphic
Artists (Full-time and Full-time Temporary)

Send resume to: pturnbull@oldedwardsinn.com
(pdf format please)
or apply online at oldedwardsinn.com/careers

..DUKE continued from page 16

verely cripple Highlands’ bottom line since profits from its
electric enterprise fund pays for much of Highlands capital
outlay needs and more.

But the possibility of Highlands getting out of the elec-
tric business is years away. The town’s contract with Duke is
up in 2028 and no one knows if North Carolina will deregu-
late retail power. But, O’Donnell said in 2028 the town can
either negotiate with Duke for lower prices or buy wholesale

JUST TALK TO ME

| am 74. | am Pain-Free.

Are You? CBD HEALS

VIVA WELLNESS

26-156

110 mins./ $25

FAR INFRARED
AUNAG(APSULE

HYDROMASSAGE
PA 5" APSULE

WHOLE BODY
VIBRATION

5 Cottage Row » U.S. 64 East H

- -

RIOS
“/Painting

Fully Insured ¢ 706-982-0864

« Interior
« Exterior
o Pressure Washing
e Drywall Repair
« Window Cleaning
o Gutter Cleaning
« Deck Repair

riospainting0864@gmail.com
Find us on FaceBook

Owner Elias Rios

power from another company.

According to O’Donnell there are market opportuni-
ties if Highlands decides to make a move. He suggested
beginning to shop for power in five years at which point
Duke will likely try to entice with lower rates.

“There are several municipalities and universities who
have bought power on the open market and they wouldn’t
have done that if the costs weren’t lower,” said O’Donnell.

Namely, Kings Mountain, Concord, Black Creek,

o See DUKE page 21

D
Rachel|BYKelley; PMHNP-B(‘
’ARNPZ-IBoard[Certified -

+/Mental Health

Positive Wellness

L
'.
Y

STEVE CONNOR
DRAFTING, INC.

CAD Architectural Drafting + Design

Renovations

Steve Connor Additions
Kitchen remodel
828-342-2884 Bath remodel

SCDraftingl@gmail.com Electrical layout
Whole house plans

Whites de Cove
Cottages

5 new log cabins
estled in the hemlocks

of Whiteside
Mountain.

800-805-3558 » 828-526-2222

Loma Linda
0%

"k Farm &¢

Dog Boarding * Day Care
Pastoral Park
in Home and Leash Free
Lodging in the lap of luxury
(828) 421-7922
Highlands NC
lomalindafarm@gmail.com 2
www.lomalindafarm.com NC License #10978
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Lucama, Stantonsburg, Sharpsburg, New River Light and
Power (App State), Western Carolina University and United
EMC have all left Duke.

“Duke will try to offer a contract ahead of termina-
tion of the current contract to try to get us lower rates and
lock us in on a long-term basis. At that point, we will do the
economic analysis and come back and tell you whether it’s in
the town’s best interest to stay with Duke,” said O’Donnell.
“Fayetteville recently renegotiated with Duke and saved a

o See DUKE page 22

MORALES
PAINTING

RICARDO MORALES

MORALESPAINTINGANDSERVICES@GMAIL.COM

706.982.9768
828-226.5347

INTERIOR/EXTERIOR PAINTING « LAWN MAINTENANCE
HOUSE MAINTENANCE * QUALITY WORK
FULLY INSURED

* Grading
* Excavating
e Driveways
* Build sites
* Hauling
e Septic Systems

Edwin Wilson
Cell (828) 421-3643
Office/fax (828) 526-4758
wilsongrading@yahoo.com

CHESTNUT STORAGE

Storage Units Available
Secure 24 Hour Access
Easy In - Easy Out
Great Rates - Great Terms

Call today to find out why we’re
“Highland’s Premier Facility”

828-482-1045

Look for our sign!

10890 Buck Creek Rd. - 1/2 mile off Cashiers Rd near the hospital
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American

Upholstery
WE HAVE MOVED TO

105 Ashley Drive « Walhalla, SC 29691
(Same Owners: Morris & Rachel Bible)

Same Phone Numbers:
(864) 638-9661 cell: (864) 710-9106

* Residential or
Commercial

* Over 40 Years
Experience

* Fast and Dependable
* FREE Estimates
* FREE Pick-up and
Delivery

Sample Books Available

Highlands Automotive

NC
Inspection
Station

Service

billbarber22@gmail.com
, billbarberhomes.com

\  (828)
L 226-9696

Ryan M. Bears

Broker

Cell: 803-271-5426
Office: 828-526-8784
Ryan@patallenrealtygroup.com

Bt Al

REALTY GROUP
Pat Allen, Broker in Charge

HIGHLANDER

ROOFING SERVICES

New & Re-Roofing Applications Including:
Asphalt ¢ Cedar * Metal & Synthetic Materials
Office (828) 524-7773
Cell (828) 526-6421

luke@highlandernc.com
www.highlandernc.com

Showroom Location
1511 Highlands Rd
. Franklin, NC 28734

 Interior & Exterior Painting
e Pressure Washing
« House Maintenance
e Drywall Repair
e Deck Repair

Quality Work e Fully Insured

Lupe Gonzales
avpintura@gmail.com
828-332-1539 or 678-873-2927

Mendoza Tree Expert

Quality Tree Care & Removal *14+ years

estimates@mendozatree.com
www.mendozatree.com

Juventino Mendoza

828-200-9217

Fully Insured
b References Available
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* CI ASSIFIEDS ®

PIES FOR SALE:Class F2,Beauti-
ful. 3 Blondes, 2 Blacks with White
Markings, 2 Chocolates with White
Markings. Males and Females. Bred
Privately for Temperament, Health,
Intelligence,and Classic Good Looks.
Available November | st. Come pick
yours now, located Highlands. All 7
available currently. $1,800 at 8 weeks.
Call 828-200-3217 or 239-300-1758.
(st. 9/26)

FIREWOOD FOR SALE.
Call or text Matt at 706-239-0880.
(st. 9/26)

COMIC BOOKS —Buy / Sell.
Call Bob @ 302-530-1109 (1/31)

WANTED

HARLEY DAVIDSON MO-
TORCYCLE MEMORABILIA.
Call Sandra La Jeunesse at 828-
371-2214.

HELP WANTED

WOLFGANG’S RESTAU-
RANT is seeking a lead host-
ess. Salary is based on experience.
Come be a part of our team. Email
wom2@me.com or call Jacque at
828.526.3807. (st. 1 1/21)

SALES ASSOCIATE HIGH
END RETAIL CLOTHING

sage at 828-526-5208. (st. 4/25)

MURPHY’S PAINTING CO.

View.118,000.706.782.9728 (st. 9/5)
1.21 ACRES FOR SALE BY

Interior & Exterior Painting, Sheet-

rock Repair, Wallpaper Removal,

Log Homes, Decks. Insured. Free
Estimates. 828-524-1391 or 828-
332-0525.

REAL ESTATE FOR SALE

STORE IN HIGHLANDS AND

38.92 ACRES IN GATED

CASHIERS,NC. Full time, part time
and seasonal. Inquire to 828-200-0928.
(st.3/38)

SERVICES

HOME MAID CLEANING
SERVICE LLC: Too much to do for
the holidays? Give us a ring! Special-
izing in residential homes & vacation
rentals. Servicing Highlands & Ca-
shiers. For a free estimate call, (828)
371-1702. Check out our website
at,www.homemaidcleaningservicenc.
com

GUTTER CLEANING,MET
AL ROOF & FABRICATON
roof repairs, chimney flashing, debris
removal, pressure washing. Call 371-
1103. (st. 6/27)

HIGH COUNTRY PHOTO/
KEVIN VINSON: scanning photos,
slides & negatives to CD or DVD for
easier viewing.Video transfer to DVD.
Everything done in house. Leave mes-

LAKESIDE RESTAURANT :

presenis.,

k |"'=} ands Annuol

hristmas

inner

¢ af nghlnnds Counh‘\a Club

‘Adukr.- 50| Lhrldrun under 12516
£ chﬂﬂl’ﬂﬂ & 'and ul‘ldur wat 1rw‘

Fundru!sm To Benefil Local Hnnpm!.ﬁ
Maouhwalering trodiional Chibimas buftet leaturing fuikey, ham.
. Tenciedhodn. shimp & g ol The flain's and mognifcant dossats.

Seating by reservation only.
Ta reserve, call 828-526-9419.
W oo withoul ribbone. B oome wilhoud! togs. | come withou! pockopes. boarm.

ar bags. Maybe Chiisfmos doesn't oome tom o shone.

BTy Chaistenos reeons o Bk b meee
~ Haow iha Grneh Siois Chisimen, by Dr. S8 —

COMMUNITY IN HIGHLANDS.

Small private development with paved
streets,community water,community
lake and pavilion, underground power
and street lights. Gentle building sites
with mountain views and streams
at over 4,100’ in elevation. Borders
USFS. Offered for $599,000 and MLS
#88028. Call Cathy Garren at High-
lands Sotheby’s International Realty
at 828-226-5870. (1/2/2020)
ATTENTION BUSINES-
SOWNERS: Looking for employee
housing? We've got several options!
Close to town and affordable! Call

Christal at White Oak Realty Group.

828-200-9699. (st. 9/19)
SIX ACRES ON BUCK
CREEK ROAD behind Highlands-

Cashiers Hospital. Sign on property.

843-460-8015. (st. 5/30)

2/2 CLAYTON
HOME IN LOWER CLEAR
CREEK.

|l +acre,Private.

OWNER - OTTO, NC - $28,000.
Lot 12 Quail Haven Road. Otto, NC.

Price not firm ... open for nego-
tiation. Please email if interested to
ddmarsh | 5@aol.com or call/text to
239-980-0531. Please leave a mes-
sage. (st. 7/20)

COMMERCIAL SPACE
RENTALS

COMMERCIAL SPACEAT

640 CAROLINA WAY, Highlands.

+/- 1340 sq.ft. $1,650/mo. 404-210-
7979. (st. 12/12)
RESIDENTIAL RENTALS
FOR RENT IN SHELBY
PLACE, 4 bed/4 bath. Close to
town. Newly renovated, Fireplace
with gas logs. $4,100 per month.6 or

12 month lease. Call 828-226-9696.

(st. Dec 12)_

HOUSE FOR RENT TWO
MILES FROM DOWNTOWN
ON DILLARD RD AVAILABLE
JAN 1: Upper Level: well furnished
2BR (queen & single bed) IBA, full
laundry, upper level parking, no
smoking. Includes electricity and
propane allowance, water/sewer
$1350 per month. Lower Level: well
furnished suite with compact kitch-
en, full laundry, queen bed, lower

level drive for parking, no smoking.
Includes electricity and propane
allowance, water/sewer $750 per
month.Will consider leasing entire
home if lower level mother.in.law
suite is needed however may not
be subleased. $1850 Contact: Don
828-342-4819. (st. 12/12)

ADORABLE, BRAND
NEW CABIN BETWEEN
HIGHLANDS AND FRANK-
LIN. IBR/IBA, fully furnished. Call
828-369-7754.$1200 includes utili-
ties and satellite TV. (st. 12/5)

4BD 3.5 BA, | CAR GA-
RAGE WI/STORAGE, large yard
with backyard fenced, dogs ne-
gotiable. On the Atlanta side of
Highlands, 5 minutes from the Post
Office. $2500 month. Offered un-
furnished, one year minimum lease,
references, credit check and deposit
required. Call House in Order 828-
484-1571. (st. 1/14)

ROOMMATE TO SHARE
HIGHLANDS HOME AND
EXPENSES. Call Sonja. 828-487-
0363. 16 (st.9/26)

LUXURY APARTMENT IN
TOWN. Walk to Main Street. IBR
IBA. $3,500 per month. 3 month
minimum.Sorry, no pets, no smoking.
Adults only.828-421-1709. (st. 5/10)

..DUKE continued from page 21

lot of money according to press
reports.”’

O’Donnell was at the meet-
ing to update commissioners on
Duke’s position and to announce
the possibility of rate hikes in 2020
but he offered a lot more informa-
tion.

“We will have a rate hike from
Duke in 2020. The exact amount
will be known in the next several
days. Once we get the final whole-
sale rate forecast from Duke,
NOVA will work with town staff
to examine whether a retail rate in-
crease is needed,” he said.

Highlands’ wholesale contract
costs are tied to Duke’s coal ash
cleanup efforts and to whatever
the NC Utilities Commission de-
cides concerning Duke’s requests
and responsibility. So far, the NC
Utilities Commission (NCUC) has
sided with Duke and allowed basi-
cally whatever it wants concerning
costs.

“The NCUC decided to give

Duke 100% coal ash cost recovery,

even though the NC coal ash law
is more stringent than the federal
rule,” said O’Donnell. “NC Pub-
lic Staff and the Attorney General
appealed the case to NC Supreme
Court. Oral arguments are set for
some time in April. It’s possible
our rates could go down with
an order from the NC Supreme
Court.”

He said there are two com-
ponents to the wholesale bill — de-
mand and energy. O’Donnell said
Duke’s demand rate is going to
go up because it is in the process
of replacing their coal generating
plants.

“The good news is the enet-
gy costs will go down due to natu-
ral gas prices,” said O’Donnell.

Evidently, natural gas prices
fell to the floor this past summer.
In Pennsylvania and the Marcellus
area fracking has occurred so now
the US. is competing with Saudi
Arabia as number one in the pro-
duction of oil.

“In the Marcellus area they

are still trying to get the oil out
and one of the byproducts is
natural gas. There is so much in
some places they are actually flar-
ing the gas because they are re-
ally going after the oil. Gas is a
byproduct. We want the natural
gas, but there’s not enough pipe-
line in the Marcellus area to get
the gas out. As a result, natural
gas prices have gone down and
that will help offset the demand
rate increase from Duke,” he said.

O’Donnell said Duke’s rates
are going up and it will be filing
cases to increase rates by 10%
every two years for the next 10
years. So, its retail rates will be
looking at a 50% increase over
the next 10 years.

Mayor Pat Taylor said High-
lands’ rates have been “pretty
flat” over the last several years
because Highlands is a wholesale
customer so it’s immune from re-
tail rate increases.

— Kim Lewicki



SILVER EAGLE

Native American Jewelry
Crystal & Gem Gallery

349 Main Street, Highlands, NC
828.526.5190 silvereaglegallery.com

WOLFGANG'S

RESTAURANT & WINE BISTRO

Open
Wednesday-Sunday

Bistro Opens at 4pm
Dining Room at 5:30pm

Reopen Dec.16-31

Make your New Eve
reservation!
474 Main Street
828.526.3807

wolfgangs.net

Reehes

Hardware
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Cou.fl:'try Cllib Propai;g

“Your local hometown
Real Estate professionals.”

3 Offices 828-526-2520

Highlands
Sotheby’s

\TIOMNAL REALTY

Suzanne McDavid
Broker

www.CCPHighlandsNC.com

“Highlands is calling

and I must go.”

- \BCRS RE 4; -
CAAMBERS REA; 4
& Vacation Hentals

401 N 5th St., Highlands

828-526-3717

www.highlandsiscalling.com

BERKSHIRE

. 5,

HATHAWAY
Homse Servioes
Meadows Mountain Realty
Mitzi Rauers, Broker
404-218-9123

| mitzi@meadowsmtnrealty.com
meadowsmountainrealty.com

CHESTNUT ST

f Martin-Lipscomb
Performing Arts Center

Sotheby’s

INTERNATIONAL REALTY

114 N. 4th Street * Highlands, NC

“Let me introduce you to our charming

corner of the world.”

4
Sheryl Wilson

office: 828.526.8300 ° cell: 828.337.0706
sheryl.wilson@sothebysrealty.com * highlandssir.com

The Log Cabin
Casual Dining in 1924 Joe Webb log cabin

O Pam Nellis
BROKER
828-787-1895
pamela.nellis@yahoo.com

REAL ESTATE SALES & VACATION RENTALS

Avooibau eoum

www.LandmarkRG.com | 828-526-4663 | 225 Main St.

Top 25
Broker
2018 HCBOR

Sotheby’s
is the top
firmin
Highlands
since 2013

Andrea Gabbard

¢ 828.200.6742
0 828.526.8300

andrea.gabbard
@sothbysrealty.com

Highlands
Sotheby’s

INTERNATIONAL REALTY




BROKERS: Pat Allen
Kurt Barbee 404-906-5113 Broker-in-charge
828-545-7272 Julie Osborn Cell: 828-200-9179
Ryan Bears 828-200-6165

803-271-5426
Darlene Conley

Cy Timmons

828-200-9762 295 Dillard Road

404-427-2448 Steve Sheppard .
Christy Harris  404-219-1349 ATAES, NG 2
404-229-8737  SheilaWelch

pat@patallenrealtygroup.
Office: 828-526-8784

Rick Harrison &azg;

COMPAMNIES

2 THE WORLD"

828-342-0695

com

Top Producers for 14 Years

Zut Allen

REALTY GROUP

Highlands
Sotheby’s

MTERMATIOMAL REALTY

Not the Biggest ... Just the Best!

www.patallenrealtygroup.com

- -
gl

DAVID

. BOCK

‘ BUILDERS

WWW. BockBunders com 828-526-2240

Jody Lovell » 828-526-4104
highlandssothebysrealty.com
#1 Broker
Highlands/Cashiers

2001-2018 per @

Highlands-Cashiers MLS

REALTY

GROUP

125 South 4th Street, Highlands * (828) 526-8118 » www.WhiteOakRG.com

Invest In An Extraordinary Experience

Bee Gleeson, Broker Associate
404-307-1415

Pat Gleeson, Owner, BIC
828-782-0472

Susie deVille, Broker Associate
828-371-2079

FEATURED BROKER

Pam Nellis
BROKER
828-787-1895
pamela.nellis@yahoo.com

LAN DMARK

TATE SALES & ’.A.Ti."\‘ﬂ‘l'\‘

828-526-4663 | 225 Main St.

www.LandmarkRG.com

Bar/Dinner Every Evening
from 5 p.m.

Open Year-Round « 7 days a week
343-D Main Street. o

526-4035

Lunch
11la-4p

Dinner
5:30p

(800) 775-4446

www.wildthymegourmet.com www.firemt.com ¢

@...on the Verandah

Restaurant
on Lake Sequoyah
828-526-2338

www.ontheverandah.com

MCCULL YD
N CASHMERE

Scotland’s Best Knitwear

Reopening for
dinner
Dec. 19-31

Open 7 days a week

526-4407
242 S. 4th St. & Pop up

on Main Street ©




