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Highlands senior athletes were honored during Friday Senior Night’s basketball games at Highlands School. From left 
are Samuel Hawkins, Drew Chalker, Mattson Gates, Logan Houston, Destin Gearhart, Chase Sullivan, Abby Olvera, Bet-
ty Garcia, Hannah Holt, Hunter Collins, and Jake Billingsley. 				     – Photo by Brian O’Shea

By Brittney Lofthouse
School districts in Western 

North Carolina have been grap-
pling with calendar issues ever 
since the NC General Assembly 
changed the state’s school calen-
dar laws to mandate the annual 
start and end days. 

Under the control of  the 
General Assembly, school calen-
dars across the state are required 
to begin and end on specific days, 
which causes problems in the 
western portion of  the state as 
WNC gets more winter weather 
than other areas of  North Caro-
lina. Snow days and make-up 
days often split school semesters 
and have students taking end-of-
semester tests after the winter 
break, which means they can be 
out of  the classroom for weeks 
before sitting down to take tests. 

The Macon County Board 
of  Education has once again 

WNC 
schools seek 
local control 
of calendar

5th graders 
gear up 

for annual 
Charleston 

trip
By Brian O’Shea

Fifth-graders at Highlands 
School are looking forward to 
making the annual trip to Charles-
ton, S.C. this March. Activities 
throughout the three-day field trip 
tie into the students’ science and 
history curriculums.

The trip includes a walking 
tour of  Charleston and seeing 
its landmarks and historic build-
ings, visiting a naval and maritime 
museum including the USS York-
town, an ecological water cruise, 
and a historic plantation.

“This is a great opportunity 
for all of  the students to see a new 
place,” said 5th-grade teacher An-
gela Swain. “Many of  the topics 
we learn about during the school 
year can now be applied outside 
of  the classroom and the kids can 

By Brian O’Shea
It was an action-packed and 

emotional Senior Night on Friday, 
Feb. 1 as Highlands junior varsity 
boys and varsity girls basketball 
teams won solid victories over 
Blue Ridge, with Highlands varsity 
boys following suit winning 50-31.

Highlands Head Coach Brett 
Lamb said going into Friday’s 

Highlands shows its spirit at ‘winning’ 
Senior Night basketball games

game they knew they were going 
to need to shut down Blue Ridge 
Noah Pressler’s penetration and 
Levi Taylor on the boards to walk 
away with the win.

“I think our boys handled Blue 
Ridge’s game plan of  slowing the 
game down and took advantage of  
our speed at times, our defense, and 
rebounding,” said Lamb. “We were 

able to speed the game up in the 
second quarter and take a lead we 
never relinquished.”

Lamb said winning Friday’s 
conference game means if  High-
lands wins the next two confer-
ence games, they will be tied for 
the regular season championship 
and the conference tournament 

Late last week, a some-
what alarming document was 
sent home with students in five 
schools in the Macon County 

School system.
It describes an improvement 

plan labeled TSI-AT which is short 
for Targeted Support & Improve-

ment Additional Targeted Support.
This plan is now in place so 

the schools can improve student 

Game on to make proficiency in math and 
reading even better at Highlands School
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Highlands Mayor
Patrick Taylor

Last week I met at Town 
Hall with Brian Burch, the 
NCDOT Division 14 En-

gineer.  Also at the meeting was 
Wesley Grindstaff, the division 
road maintenance engineer and 
Steven Buchanan the division 
traffic engineer.  Chief  Harrell 
joined us to share his law en-
forcement perspective.

Several topics related to 
roads and traffic on the plateau 
were covered, but our primary 
focus was developing a plan to curtail the 
increasing number of  tractor-trailer trucks 
on the Gorge Road.  Two changes will ad-
dress the problem.  

First, in the coming months new 
warning signs will be installed at the truck 
turnaround in Franklin and on Main Street 
in Highlands between 3rd and 1st Streets.  
Warning signs already exist at these loca-
tions, but the new ones will have flashing 
lights to get the attention and direct truck-
ers. The lights will only be activated by 
trucks of  a specified length. Regular vehi-
cles and pickup trucks will not activate the 
lights.

The second effort will be to review and 

improve the current ordinances 
and laws regulating Gorge Road 
truck traffic.  These modifications 
will improve violation enforce-
ment.  Current laws can confuse 
drivers, especially the wording on 
the existing signs.

We also discussed improving 
the intersection just past the Ugly 
Dog where Satulah Road, South 
Street and NC 28 come together.  
DOT engineers will develop a 
new design, maybe a small traf-

fic roundabout.  It will be shared with town 
leadership to determine support to move 
forward toward funding. Now, I hope folks 
won’t think this project will happen immedi-
ately. If  the town told DOT they supported 
the plan, it would take several years to fund 
this probably million-dollar project.  

Wesley Grindstaff  and I discussed the  
storm debris still on the state roadways.  I 
was assured state crews would clean up the 
roads, but they, like our town crews, were 
“snowed under” from the December storm.   
The town road department will assist any-
way it can, but we simply do not have the 
equipment resources the state has.

Recent criticism implies that debris 
removal has been too slow, and that town 
leadership will do nothing about it.  I take 
exception to those critiques in that I am 
committed to maintaining Highland’s beauti-
ful appearance.  I personally pick up trash on 
the road throughout the year, and under my 
leadership the spring cleanup of  the Gorge 
Road has been expanded to all the major 
corridors.  I would never be content for the 
town to leave debris on the roadways.

As I have recently stated, the road de-
bris will be removed, but it will take time.  
Since the storm, our small street crew of  five 
has spent as long as a week just cleaning up 
a single neighborhood.  For the most part, 
the debris has to be loaded on a truck and 
deposited in a landfill.

As I have stated before, if  a tree on 
private property falls onto the road right-
of-way, workers will only remove the part in 
the roadway. The property owner is respon-
sible for removing the remaining tree. Our 
current efforts may still appear to be rough.   
Like every year, crews will return in late win-
ter and early spring to clear ditches and trim 
rhododendrons and remove trash.

•Letter•

Dear Editor,
I left a Community Coffee sponsor off  the thank you listing in my recent Letter to 

the Editor! Thank you Rotary Club of  Highlands for your delicious refreshments and 
hosting (in June) of  our Hudson Library program, Community Coffee.

Can a mistake be made to work in everyone’s favor? Not only have I the opportunity 
to thank this sponsor all by themselves and offer my apologies, I can lend this advice 
to you the reader: when you think you have proofed your writing sufficiently, do it one 
more time!

Thank you also to our plateau media (Highlands Newspaper, The Highlander and 
WHLC) for their public service to our community in keeping us all informed.

Karen Hawk
Hudson Library

I forgot about rotary!

Roadworks discussion with NC DOT
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MeadowsMountainRealty.com  |  828.526.1717

At Highlands Falls CC 
2334 CASHIERS ROAD

Downtown Highlands
488 MAIN STREET

New Office in Cashiers 
132 HIGHWAY 107 SOUTH

HIGHLANDS IN-TOWN Located so close to Main Street in Mount Lori, 
this one level home has a lovely courtyard to greet you. The great room has a floor-to-
ceiling stone fireplace and opens to an open back deck or a great screened porch. The 
kitchen is well-appointed and allows the cook to interact with guests. This is a great value - in 
town and low maintenance.

MLS# 89168  |  Offered for $450,000

HIGHLANDS FALLS CC This villa overlooks the 6th fairway at High-
lands Falls Country Club and also looks out to the national forest. This is the only 
unit in the Club Villas with a garage. There are two bedrooms and two baths on the 
main level. The adjacent owner vaulted the ceiling in the great room and it looks 
amazing. The lower level which has two other bedrooms and a family room that is 
accessed from outside.

MLS# 89700  |  Offered for $425,000

HIGHLANDS FALLS CC This home has an older pedigree but has been 
updated with the addition of a large master suite plus a lower level which features a 
family room and additional guest quarters. The main level features an updated kitch-en with 
a breakfast bar and opens to the great room with stone fireplace. The back deck is 
large and is the perfect spot to enjoy the view of Shortoff Mountain.

MLS# 89050  |  Offered for $445,000

VZ TOP  Totally and beautifully renovated to the nines, these owners 
have left nothing undone. Quality is evident everywhere, from the artistically designed 
kitch-en with tray ceiling, all new cabinets and appliances, granite countertops in 
kitchen and baths, even heated floors in the master bath. New wood floors, new bedroom car-
pets, all new windows and sliding glass doors, under counter lighting in the kitchen. 
This unit is mid-level, an easy walk from the street and all on one level.

MLS# 87951  |  Offered for $399,000



• Highlands Area Dining •

Serving Lunch and Dinner Year-Round.
Gourmet Foods, Full Service Bar
Town Square at 343-D Main St. • Highlands

828-526-4035

Serving Lunch 
11a to 4p

Closed Thru Feb. 13
Serving Dinner 

from 5:30p 
Closed Wednesdays

Page 4 - Highlands Newspaper - Thurs., Feb. 7, 2019 - 828-200-1371

Menus Printed Daily
Fresh Seasonal  

Ingredients
Now hiring all positions

474 Main Street | 828.526.3807 | wolfgangs.net

Re-opening for our 
25th Season Thursday, Feb. 14

Make Your Valent ines Reservat ion Today!

Open Year Round • 6 days

Asia House
Japanese • Asian• Thai Cuisine

Mon. thru Thurs., 11a to 10p
Fri., & Sat., 11a to 11 p

Sun., noon to 10p
828-787-1680 or 828-787-1900

We Cater!
151 Helen’s Barn Avenue

Please call for reservations

Closed Wednesdays AND Closed daily 3 to 4:30p 

Coffee • Espresso Drinks
Smoothies • Hot Soup
Paninis • Baked Goods

On Main Street • Highlands
7 days a week • 7a to 6p • 526-0020

In Wright Square
137 Main Street

Dine In or Take Out
828-487-4633

Open Mon.-Sat. 7a to 4p • Sun. 8a to 3p
All Day Craft Breakfast, Lunch

and Pastries Galore
Vegan & Vegetarian Options

Eggs Your Way • Omelets 
Corn Beef  Hash • Eggs Benedict 

3 Chef-Crafted Soups Daily 
Salads

Hot Sandwiches Daily
Hand-made in-House Burgers

Panni Sandwiches • Cubans • Ruebens 
and much more!
Come See Us!

Book a private cooking class with Rachel 
at the Spice & Tea Exchange shop.

Get a group together and come ready 
for fun, good food and laughs!

$30/person

828-482-1609 • 330 Main Street, Highlands

Prepare to Fight the Winter Blues!

Closed through March 1
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will determine the #1 seed for 
state in their conference. 

Highlands will lose seven 
seniors next year and Lamb said 
they will be sorely missed.

Highlands next plays away 
against Nantahala on Feb. 8. 

Girls Varsity
Highlands girls varsity bas-

ketball team came out fired up 
and ready to play against visiting 
Blue Ridge during Highlands’ Se-
nior Night on Friday. Highlands 
won the night with a final score 
of  51-30. Highlands Head Coach 
Jake Page said things started off  
slow, but the girls focused up and 
got the job done.

“We started out very slug-
gish,” said Page. “We seemed a 
bit uptight. In a rival game like 
this, emotions are high especially 
on Senior Night, but once we 
settled down we started to run 
our offense and get out in tran-
sition, we got going. I thought 
our defense was OK. I thought 
our girls really focused on help-
ing each other out and started to 
move their feet to stay in front of  
them in the second half. It was a 
good win against a very scrappy, 
good Blue Ridge team.”

Page said Blue Ridge fought 
hard and is always a challenge 
when the two teams meet on the 
court.

The victory was bittersweet 
for Highlands seniors Hannah 
Holt and Abby Olvera, having 
played multiple sports through-
out their athletic careers at High-
lands School, Friday was their 
last home basketball game.

Highlands is 8-12 overall; 
2-2 in conference. Highlands 
next plays away at Nantahala on 
Feb. 8.

Junior Varsity
Highlands junior varsity 

boys basketball team may have 
felt the energy in the air at home 
on Friday for Senior Night be-
cause they came out strong and 
maintained a significant lead 
throughout the game against 
Blue Ridge with a final score of  
41-25.

Highlands Head Coach Bry-
an Dearth said given their record 
of  12-4, the win over Blue Ridge 
guaranteed 1st place in the regu-

...SENIOR NIGHT continued from page 1

Above: Highlands senior Mattson Gates gets the bucket and the whistle.
Right: Highlands senior Hunter Collins slam dunks the ball and nets himself 
a technical for his efforts for hanging on the rim against Blue Ridge on Friday 
at Highlands’ Senior Night. Highlands won 50-31.
Below: Highlands senior Jake Billingsley puts his body into it going for the 
basket while Blue Ridge Jaydon Parris goes for the stuff.

Highlands senior Abby Olvera shoots a jump shot from the field 
against Blue Ridge on Friday. 

– Photos by Brian O’Shea
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Fri. & Sat. 1, 4, and 7 p.m.; 
Sunday 1 and 4 p.m; 

NO MOVIES MONDAY; 
Tues., Wed., & Thurs. 1, 4, 7 p.m.

	 $10 / $2 off on Tuesdays.

Dusty’s Valentine’s Special! 
 February 14-16

2-6 oz. Filets
2-4oz. Lobster Tails

2 Twice Baked Potatoes 
Salad for 2 

2 Rolls 
2 slices of Chocolate Dream Cake 

$34.95 
We Prepare - You Cook!

Add ons $10 each: 
Wine, Champagne, Stuffed Bear 

While supplies last!! 
828-526-2762

February Sales Extravaganza!
2 Days Only

Fri. & Sat., Feb. 15 & 16 • 10a-4p
at Mountain Findings Thrift Shop

(432 Spruce St, Highlands  • 526-9929)
Items have been coming in daily throughout the month.

Wide array of furniture and home accessories, lamps,
bedroom furnishings, exercise equipment, game & dining tables

& so much more.  China, crystal, cookware, baskets. . . . . .
(cash or check only)

lar season.
“We played a good game; Blue Ridge tried to hold the 

ball and slow the game down, but we were disciplined and 
played good defense and converted on offense; we also hit 
a couple outside shots that helped put us over the top,” said 
Dearth.

The two rival schools have a mutual respect, but things 
tend to get more intense anytime these two teams hit the 
court.

Dearth said he looks forward to the next time High-
lands plays Blue Ridge on Feb. 15 at Blue Ridge for its       
Senior Night.

“We always enjoy playing Blue Ridge; it’s always a good 
game and the gym is always full,” said Dearth. “We look 
forward to playing them again in two weeks.”

Highlands next plays Cherokee away on Feb. 11. 

...SENIOR NIGHT continued from page 5

Highlands senior Hannah Holt splits Blue Ridge’s defense and drives to the basket on Friday. Highlands won 51-30. 
– Photo by Brian O’Shea
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� MOUNTAIN FRESH GROCERY 
EVER¥ FRIDAY AND SATURDAY NIGHT 
BEER, WINE, AND P.REMIUM COCKTAILS AVAILABLE 

FRIDAY NIGHT IS STEAKHOUSE NIGHT 
FROM 5:30PM TO 7:30PM (DINE-IN ONLY) 

18.99 
18.99 
23.99 
24.99 

ORDER FRON THE 6RILL 
GRILLED WILD-CAUGHT SALMON 
12-OUNCE NY STRIP
12-OUNCE RIBEYE
8-OUNCE FILET
TWO 5-OUNCE LOBSTER TAILS 24.99 

THEN HELP YOURSELF TO THE PREMIUM HOT AND 
COLD BAR WITH STEAKHOUSE SPECIALTIES SUCH AS: 

FRENCH ONION SOUP, SPINACH GRATIN, 
BAKED POTATOES, STEAK FRIES, MAC 'N CHEESE, 

SHERRI ED MUSHROOMS, POTATOES AU GRATIN, FRENCH 
GREEN BEANS, AND DESSERT. 

SATURDAY NIGHT IS BARBEQUE NIGHT 
FROM 5:30PM TO 7:30PM (DINE-IN ONLY) 

Adults $13.99 I 10 and under $7.99 
CONTINUOUSLY SERVED FRESH FROM THE HOT BAR! 

Rotating BBQ selections such as: 
PULLED PORK 

SMOKED CHICKEN 
SMOKED RIBS 
BEEF BRISKET 
FLANK STEAK 

SIDES MAY INCLUDE: 
CORNBREAD, COLLARD GREENS, COLESLAW, 

BAKED BEANS, AND HUSHPUPPIES. 

VISIT MFGRO.COM FOR DETAILS 

COOKING FOR HIG HLANDS 
MON-SAT OPEN AT 7AM AND SUNDAYS AT 8AM 

CORNER OF FIFTH & MAIN, HIGHLANDS NC • 828.526.2400 • MFGRO.COM 

•Word Matter•

Bud Katz

I was fortunate recently to 
watch a program on HBO 
about two legendary news-

papermen who worked in New 
York City from approximately 
the mid-1960s through the first 
part of  the 21st century. (Jim-
my) Breslin and (Pete) Hamill: 
Deadline Artists chronicles the 
careers of  self-described street 
kids who became two of  the 
most important voices of  the last great era 
of  American journalism.

Breslin, who passed in 2017, was from 
Queens. He saw himself  as a reporter; he 
called the word, journalist, a “highfalutin 
college word.” He was the everyman who 
viewed the world through the black and 
white lens of  the haves and have-nots. 
His was the voice of  the underdog, and in 
that time in that place there were plenty of  
those. In truth, pretty much anytime and 
everyplace there are plenty of  underdogs.

Hamill, 83 at this writing, is Brooklyn-
born and raised. He never got to finish high 
school but was as naturally gifted a word-
smith as Willie Mays was at playing center 
field. His columns were works of  literature, 
poetry even, as opposed to being simply 
words on newsprint expressing the opinion 
of  the writer.   

Both were sons of  lower middle-class 
Irish immigrants. Hamill idolized Breslin. 
Breslin tolerated Hamill. Both were essen-
tial components of  a uniquely American 
ideal known as the “free press.” Hold onto 
those words, my friends, lest they disappear 
like the early morning mist, before your 
very eyes.

It saddens me, as someone who 
worked in and with the news business 
for much of  my adult life, that we live in 
a time when the book on America’s great 
daily newspapers may be well into its final 
chapter.

Toward the end of  the documentary 
the filmmakers posted a truly shocking sta-
tistic. In 1988, the New York Daily News, 
the tabloid both Breslin and Hamill called 
home at times, had 400 reporters and edi-
tors. Thirty years later, in 2018, the num-
ber was 45. What this means, and what it 
portends for generations yet to fully mature 
and understand, is that the gathering and 
reporting of  “local” news, the news that 
means the most to most Americans, is liter-
ally in the process of  disappearing. 

Now, in certain small, tight, extraor-
dinarily powerful circles, I have no doubt 

Don’t Let This Slip Away
loss of  this critical component 
of  American democracy since 
our nation’s inception, when 
it finally happens, will not be 
missed. For the rest of  us, it 
still, collectively, constitutes the 
single greatest check on abuse 
of  power by the inherently 
powerful; those we elect, the 
American oligarchy, the hidden 
hands of  exploitation and the 

tightened fists of  control.
The freight train of  change that 

brought us into the digital age, while bearing 
gifts such as the Internet, cable entertain-
ment shows masquerading as actual news, 
computers in every home, smartphones in 
every pocket and purse, and connectivity 
substituting for personal interaction, is also 
unfortunately responsible for the diminu-
tion of  news – real news – and along with 
it, the creation of  an uninformed and in 
great part apathetic American public. 

I understand all too well that every 
generation, as it passes into irrelevance, ob-
scurity, and old age, tends to lament the loss 
of  certain aspects of  life to the “new and 
improved” world of  the next. Elvis put an 
end to big bands and stationery vocalists. 
Superstores brought about lower prices for 
everything from food to, well, everything, 
but brought about also the end to what we 
prosaically used to refer to as mom-and-
pop retailers. Cars got lighter, faster, safer, 
and more technological, but in a few short 
years they’ll also have reduced the need for 
anyone to actually drive them. 

Progress is sometimes hard to mea-
sure but its impacts can cause one to shake 
one’s head in some combination of  frustra-
tion and confusion.

If  you’re among those, like your hum-
ble columnist here, who attempt to under-
stand a world changing at a pace way to 
quickly for comfort, perhaps you shouldn’t 
watch Breslin and Hamill: Deadline Artists, 
on HBO. It left me lamenting the coming 
loss of  something so vital, so significant, so 
essential to our democracy. 

Or, you could tune in, as I did, nod 
your head in knowing and understanding, 
as I did, then pick up and support your local 
newspaper, even if  it’s being delivered, not 
necessarily to your front porch but to your 
computer and smart phone, or free on the 
street. Hang on to it, tightly, because the fu-
ture isn’t only coming, it’s here, and you can 
choose to be informed, or not. 



Advertising in Highlands Newspaper and online at 
www.highlandsinfo.com WORKS. 

For information, call 828-200-1371 or email: 
highlandseditor@aol.com

Page 8 - Highlands Newspaper - Thurs., Feb. 7, 2019 - 828-200-1371

Dr. Joseph H. Wilbanks, D.D.S.

706-886-9439 • 800-884-9439

278 East Doyle St. • Toccoa, GA

COMPLETE DENTAL CARE UNDER ONE ROOF.

You are only 50 miles away from 30 years experience in top-
notch, high-tech, one-stop dentistry known for its gentle touch. 

• Dental Implants • Root Canal 
Therapy

• SINGLE VISIT CROWNS! 
• Orthodontics including Invisalign  

• Wisdom Teeth Extractions 
and of course Fillings and Cleanings.

(IV Sedation, too)

www.WilbanksSmileCenter.com

Highlands ice skat-
ing rink at K-H 

Founders Park on 
Pine Street is open 
Thursdays 1-8, p.m. 

Friday and Satur-
day 1-10 p.m. and 

Sundays 1-5 p.m.  - 
weather permitting 
through March 3rd. 
The cost is $5 and 

includes skates. Cof-
fee, hot chocolate 

and water are avail-
able for $1. 

– Photo by Brian 

Winter fun in Highlands is on

joined other school districts in 
WNC in passing a resolution to 
be sent to the state asking the 
General Assembly to return local 
control of  the school calendars so 
individual districts can do what’s 
best for their students. 

In 2004, the North Carolina 
General Assembly seized control 
of  setting school calendars and 
imposed a one-size-fits-all man-
date on how school calendars are 
to be set. The current calendar 
structure includes a start-date of  
no earlier than the Monday closest 
to August 26th and an end-date of  
no later than the Friday closest to 
June 11th.

Not only does the state calen-
dar mandate make testing difficult 
for students, but it makes the pub-
lic education school calendar fall 
out of  line with local community 
college calendars such as South-
western Community College. 

Often times, students take 
classes at both high school 
through the ITV system and SCC 
and the different schedule causes 
problems with that practice be-
cause the second semester for high 
schools starts two to three weeks 
later than community colleges and 
universities. 

Superintendents report that 
the calendar misalignment makes 
it nearly impossible for high 
school students or recent winter 

graduates to take courses at a near-
by community college or university 
during the second semester. 

In addition, exams for Ad-
vanced Placement and Internation-
al Baccalaureate classes are given 
on the same day nationwide, and 
the current calendar law shortens 
the amount of  time North Caro-
lina’s students have to learn the 
material before the test day

Highlands Principal Brian Jet-
ter supports local control of  the 
calendar for a multitude of  reasons 
including ensuring students can 
test before the winter break and so 
high school students can align their 
schedules with local community 
colleges and universities. 

Jetter also noted that students 
who graduate high school early –
in December – won’t be hindered 
by the different calendar schedules 
if  local control was permitted. He 
said there will be a reduced im-
pact of  summer learning loss, too, 
which is a problem created when 
the lengthy summer calendars were 
established and students were out 
of  the classroom for longer.

With little flexibility built into 
the calendar, scheduling make-up 
days is extremely challenging. In 
addition, fall sports and band begin 
Aug. 1 of  the new school year so 
schedules for extracurriculars don’t 
coincide with the state-mandated 
school calendar.

With adoption of  the reso-
lution, the Macon County Board 
of  Education requests the NC 
General Assembly restore local 
control of  school calendars to 
best meet the calendar prefer-
ences of  the families, educators 
and businesses in the commu-
nity while allowing for innovative 
experimental approaches to im-
proved student achievement.  

Over the years and out of  
necessity, Macon County and 
other districts across the state 
have used a loophole in the state’s 
school calendar law. 

For the last several years, 
Macon County has extended the 
length of  the school day by 20 
minutes to allow for more flex-
ibility in scheduling. With 20 min-
utes added to each school day, 
Macon County Schools meets 
the minimum hour requirement 
standard set by the state and can 
therefore have more flexibility to 
work around snow days and to 
get testing done before the win-
ter break. 

According to Macon Coun-
ty Schools Superintendent Dr. 
Chris Baldwin, if  the state were 
to return control of  the calendar 
to local districts, he believes the 
school days could be shortened 
again. 

“If  the calendar law is 
amended, we would consider 
how to best organize the school 
day to maximize student learn-
ing and achievement,” said Dr. 
Baldwin. “I would be in favor of  
reducing the length of  the school 
day.”

North Carolina House of  
Representative Kevin Corbin in-
troduced legislation last year in 
support of  local control of  the 
calendar and says he plans to do 
the same again this year. 

“I intend to re-introduce a 
local control bill this session,” he 
said.  “I truly believe this is not 
an economic development or va-
cation issue, it’s an education is-
sue. Even though the Senate has 
already made the statement more 
than once that it will not hear any 
bills regarding calendar flexibility, 
I’m going to introduce it anyway 
because I promised that to my 
four counties and I will do what I 
said I was going to do.”

...CALENDAR continued from page 1



330 Dillard 
Road

Above
Highlands 
Decorating 

Center

Taylor Barnes Spa
• Therapeutic Massage
• Age Defying Facials

• Euphoric Feet & 
Reflexology

• Tuscan Wine Body 
Polish

• Personal Training
Taylor Barnes Salon

• Color, Cuts, 
• Make-up
• Up-Dos

• Hair Extensions
• Manicures
• Pedicures

Highlands Newspaper - Thurs., Feb. 7, 2019 - 828-200-1371 - Page 9

...CHARLESTON continued from page 1

Thursday, Feb. 14828-526-4192

see how the real world and school 
connect.”

Highlands School 5th-grade 
teacher Maci Lequire has never 
been to Charleston and is thrilled 
for herself  and her students to 
get to see the city firsthand.

“There are so many edu-
cational aspects of  this trip that 
are beneficial for the kids,” said 
Lequire. “The ghost tour covers 
lots of  historical points, and we 
are also going on walking tours 
of  the town and a tour of  the 
USS Yorktown. My social stud-
ies class has been discussing 
culture, traditions, and regions, 
and we will cover the Civil War 
before our trip, so that hopefully 
the students will have plenty of  
background knowledge for these 
expeditions. Mrs. Swain teaches 
science, and the botanical gar-
dens and ecological trip are going 
to connect well to the curricu-
lum.”

In total, 30 students, 16 
chaperones, and two teachers will 
be making the six-hour bus-trip 
down south. Swain said it never 
gets old seeing the students’ re-
action to the various stops made 
along the way.

“The city is beautiful -- the 
old buildings and charming 
streets,” said Swain. “But the best 
part is seeing how excited the 
students are about every place we 
visit!”

For many 5th-graders at 
Highlands School, the trip to 
Charleston will be their first time 
visiting the port city.

“I’ve never been but my 
cousin went once and said it was 
a blast and there was a ghost 
tour,” said 5th-grader Olivia Ko-
rbin. “I’m not scared, but maybe 
there’s more to Charleston than 
we know, maybe I’ll learn more 
about ghosts when I go there.”

It will be Yuri Montejo’s first 
trip to Charleston and she is ex-
cited to mix business with fun.

“I’m excited because I can 
see and experience new things,” 
said Montejo. “And you can learn 
and have fun at the same time.”

It costs over $500 per per-
son to make the trip, and area 
businesses and the community 
are doing what they can each year 
to make this possible through 

Students and 5th-grade teacher Maci Lequire sell baked goods at the Winter 
Concert to raise money for the annual trip to Charleston.

Students in Angela Swain’s class holding up items donated by area businesses to be raffled off to raise money for the 
trip to Charleston. Photos by Brian O’Shea

hosting fundraisers, donating a 
portion of  a night’s proceeds to 
the trip (Kilwins and Pizza Place in 
Highlands), or donating items for 
auction at the Winter Concert back 
in December. Through the efforts 
of  area businesses, Swain said the 
cost per student to attend the trip 
was offset by a fourth.

“A huge thank you to our 
ever-giving, amazingly generous 
community,” said Swain. “I grew 
up here and have a lot of  pride in 
our little town, but I am still pleas-
antly surprised and shocked at how 
much businesses and individuals 
are willing to help! It truly takes a 
village to raise children and what 
an incredible village we live in!”

Lequire has been at Highlands 
School for two years and is moved 
by how much the community sup-
ports the school.

“I would like to say how blown 
away I am at the support given 
from parents and local businesses,” 
she said. “As a Franklin native, I am 
very new to this community and I 
have been consistently surprised 
at how giving and supportive they 
have been for our trip.”

Manager of  the Spice and Tea 
Exchange Rachel Lewicki grew up 
in Charleston and was happy to 
donate a private cooking class to 
be raffled off  to help the cause.

“Charleston has a special 
place in my heart because I was 
born and lived there until I was 
10,” said Lewicki. “I grew up play-
ing in all those areas they’re going 
to see and they’re amazing.”

She added that it’s good for 
kids to take a break from the rou-

tine and experience something 
new.

“I think it’s important for 
kids to get off  the mountain and 
get a diversified experienced,” said 
Lewicki. “Charleston is full of  so 
much rich history and these kids 
just soak it in.”

Anna Herz donated several 
items from her shop Annawear 
in Highlands for the raffle to raise 
money for the trip.

“I think it’s probably edu-
cational to get out and see the 
world,” said Herz. “Plus, it’s High-
lands School and my kids went 
there. I’m happy to help.”

Owner of  Highlands Moun-
tain Paws Mia Nelson donated sev-
eral items for pet lovers and said it 
is worth it for the students to expe-
rience visiting a new city.

“I’ve never been there but 
I’ve heard it’s an awesome-historic 

city and I guess you can walk ev-
erywhere,” said Nelson. “They 
(Charleston) has beaches, flatlands, 
and urban areas, why not go? 
There’s so much to see and do, it’s 
going to be a great experience.”

Why do 5th-graders go on 
this trip each year? Swain said it’s a 
send-off  from Elementary School 

before entering Middle School.
“We viewed this as a fun and 

educational way for these students 
to ‘graduate’ to middle school,” 
said Swain. “A last hooray! It is a 
great bonding experience for the 
students and also for the parents 
that go!”
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•Investing at 4,118 ft•

Advertising in 
Highlands Newspaper 

and online at 
www.highlandsinfo.com 

WORKS. 
For information, 

call 828-200-1371 or 
email: 

highlandseditor@aol.com

Experts in

LET’S GO 
AGAIN

With board-certified orthopedic surgeons, outpatient therapy that accepts appointments 

without a physician referral, restorative care and pain management, Harris Regional Hospital 

offers comprehensive orthopedic care. We are committed to caring for you where you need it 

most—close to home and with the providers and staff you trust.

For an appointment with a provider that is an expert in your 
orthopedic care, call 844.414.DOCS.

MyHarrisRegional.com

Orthopedic Care for every adventure.

1 Day Sale 15% off 
Feb 13th 9-5

Center for Plastic Surgery

Robert T. Buchanan MD, F.A.C.S.
Board Certified Plastic Surgeon

209 Hospital Dr. Suite 202, Highlands, NC 
828-526-3783 • www.PlasticSurgeryToday.com

Dreaded Due Diligence and Earnest Monies!

Pat Allen 
Broker-in-charge

Pat Allen Realty Group
Cell: 828-200-9179 

Buyers and sellers – espe-
cially in North Carolina – 
don’t really understand due 

diligence so I will try to explain. 
In 2011, the real estate com-

mission implemented a policy of  
due diligence, better known as an 
“investigative” period of  time that 
must be agreed upon by buyers 
and sellers as part of  the Offer 
to Purchase contract. This period 
allows the buyers to have a home 
inspection, septic inspection, sur-
vey, consultation with a builder to 
determine remodeling costs and 
any other evaluations they desire. 
The due diligence period expires 
at 5 PM on the last day stated on 
the contract…be sure your broker 
alerts you of  this important date, 
because if  not, your earnest mon-
ey will be forfeited and becomes 
non-refundable at that point. 

The buyers can terminate the 
contract at any time during the 
due diligence period for ANY rea-

son and the earnest money will 
be refunded to them. 

The selling broker should 
advise a time-line knowing how 
long it will take to get the re-
quested due diligence items com-
pleted. If  a loan is involved, it will 
usually take around 45 days to be 
approved by the lender. Some-
times the sellers will agree to ex-
tend the due diligence period for 
a short time if  needed, but not 
always. So as a buyer, be diligent 
in getting your investigative items 
completed in a timely manner. 
Your broker is there to help you 
accomplish this.

As you can see, sellers want 
the shortest amount of  due dili-
gence

time because essentially their 
property is taken off  the market, 
although brokers can still show 
their property and bring a back-
up offer if  the original offer falls 
through. 

Many brokers feel that 
showing a home during the due 
diligence period may be a waste 
of  their time and so they proceed 

to show buyers other options in-
stead. Due diligence seems to be 
unfair to sellers because the buy-
ers can terminate the sales con-
tract for no reason at all.

There is an option in North 
Carolina for a due diligence fee to 
be paid directly to the seller once 
an offer is accepted and becomes 
a contract. 

The due diligence fee is non-
refundable to the buyer if  the 
buyer terminates at any time. You 
might ask why anyone would pay 
a due diligence fee? One example 
would be if  there were multiple 
offers on a property. If  you add-
ed an option fee, this may give 
you a better chance of  having 
your offer negotiated first and, 
therefore, possibly accepted. 

Earnest money is “good 
faith” money that is intended to 
assure the seller that the buyer is 
seriously interested in the prop-
erty upon which he or she has 
placed an offer. 

Earnest money is held in an 
escrow account and if  the buyer 
terminates during the due dili-
gence period the earnest money 
is fully refunded.

There is an option for ad-
ditional earnest money to be of-
fered to the seller after the due 
diligence period is complete. 
Brokers find this to be a desirable 
option to use when negotiating 
offers, especially in cases when 
the original earnest money offer-
ing was low. 

A good broker can assist 
with all of  the above issues, en-
suring you a low-risk experience, 
and hopefully a pleasant experi-
ence, resulting in a win-win for all 
parties involved.

• Pat Allen is owner and Broker-
in-Charge of  Pat Allen Realty Group, 
an independent firm and a member of  
Leading Real Estate Companies of  
the World ®. She can be reached at 
828-200-9179 or at pat@patallen-
realtygroup. Visit her on the web at 
www.patallenrealtygroup.com or stop 
by the office at 295 Dillard Road in 
Highlands.
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The HCA Healthcare 
and Mission Health 
families are coming 
together–so we can 
better serve yours. 

Thank you for welcoming HCA Healthcare  
to western North Carolina, and to Mission Health.
Giving people a healthier tomorrow is why HCA Healthcare and Mission Health exist. And, it’s one of  
the many reasons HCA Healthcare is excited to invest in the people, innovation and services that lead 
to excellent, patient-centered care. We are proud to become part of Mission Health’s 133-year legacy. 

To get to know HCA Healthcare, visit  
the HCA Today blog at hcatodayblog.com.
To learn more about our growing family, visit caretogethernc.com.
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NOTE
• Sign Up now for Macon County 

Spring Soccer. For information, call the 
Reck Park at 828-526-3556.

• The Rec Park is now taking teams 
for the Spring Men’s League Basketball 
league through February 1st. For any 

•Highlands Area Events •
Tickets are $10 / $2 off on Tuesdays.

• The Bascom has gone to winter 
hours. We will be open Friday - Monday 
10am -5pm (Sundays 12pm - 5pm). The 
Bascom galleries and shops will be closed 
Tuesdays - Thursdays. Admin offices and 
The Dave Drake Studio Barn are open 
normal business hours. Visitors are wel-
come to enjoy the newly updated Story 
Walk Trail throughout the week.

Monday - Saturday 
• At the Bascom, 10am - 5pm, Sunday 

12pm - 5pm: Open Studio in The Dave 
Drake Studio Barn. For more information 
call 828-526-4949. 

• At the Bascom, Art By Appoint-
ment private ceramic classes in The Dave 
Drake Studio Barn. For more information 
call 828-526-4949.

Monday - Friday 
• At the Bascom, You Too Can Raku 

by appointment class in The Dave Drake 
Studio Barn. For more information call 
828-526-4949.

First Mondays
• Shortoff Baptist Church non-de-

nominational Men’s Mtg at 7p.
Mondays
• At the Bascom, 10am - 1pm: Studio 

Alive drawing group, For more informa-
tion call 828-526-4949.

Mon. & Thurs.
• The Joy Program at HUMC 11:30a 

to 1:30p. Includes a free lunch and a va-
riety of programs and games. All seniors 
are welcome. For more info, call Tricia 
Smith at 828-338-8167. 

Mon.-Wed.
• Hip Hop classes with Tori Schmitt 

5:30-6:30. 
• Gentle Yoga at the Rec park at 

9:30-10:30 a.m.. All levels welcome. 
Mon., Wed., Fri.
• Heart Healthy Exercise Class 

Monday, Wednesday and Friday 8:30am-
9:30am. 

• Aerobics with Tina Rogers 8-9a.
Mon., Wed., Thurs.
• Pickle Ball at the Recreation De-

partment Gym 10:30am -1pm
Tuesdays
• FREE Community Table Dinner at 

the Community Bldg. at 6p. 
• The Humanist Discussion Group 

meets from 10:30-11:30a in the Meeting 
Room in the back of Hudson Library,

• The Highlands Writers Group 
meets to read, workshop, or to just share 
information on writing, every Tuesday, 
3pm-5pm, in the downstairs board room 

other information contact Lester Norris 
or Maxine Ramey at 828-526-3556.

Ongoing
• Movies at the Playhouse – NEW 

SCHEDULE – Fri. & Sat. 1, 4, and 7 p.m.; 
Sunday 1 and 4 p.m; NO MOVIES MON-
DAY; Tues., Wed., and Thurs. 1, 4, 7 p.m. 

at The Bascom, 323 Franklin Road, High-
lands, For more information, call 828-526-
3190. 

Tuesday 
• At the Bascom, 3pm - 5pm: Writ-

ers group. For more information call 828-
526-4949.

2nd and 4th Tuesdays
• OccupyWNC meets at the 7pm in 

the Sneak E. Squirrel Community Room 
(1314 Main St., Sylva. Visit www.occupy-
wnc.org or call 828.331.1524

Third Tuesday
• The Macon County Poultry club 

meets to discuss topics related to raising 
backyard chickens. For more information 
please call 828-349-2046 or 828-369-
3916.

Tuesday and Thursdays
• Exercise Class with Michelle Lane 

at 5:30. A combination class with many 
different styles of exercise at Rec Park.

First Wednesdays
• Family Movies at the Hudson Li-

brary at 3:30pm. Call 828-526-3031 for 
titles.

3rd Wednesdays
• Recently released movies at Hud-

son Library at 2pm. Call 828-526-3031 
for titles.

Wed. & Fri.
• Duplicate Bridge 12-4pm at Rec 

Park.
 Thursdays
• Storytime with Miss Deanna at 

Hudson Library 10:40 am. Open to the 
public. 

• NAMI Support Group for individu-
als dealing with mental illness and the 
family members of individuals dealing 
with these challenges from 7 – 8:15pm 
at First United Methodist Church Out 
Reach Center on West Main Street in 
Franklin Call Donita for more info (828) 
526-9510.

• Hip Hop classes with Tori Schmitt 
at 6:30-7:30 at the Rec Park.

2nd Thursdays
• Sapphire Valley Needlepoint Guild 

meets at the Highlands Rec Park at 10 
a.m. 

3rd Thursdays
• Highlands Area Indivisible group 

meets at 5 p.m. at the Highlands Hudson 
Library.

• Kidney Smart Classes in Franklin: 
from 4:30-6pm, Angel Medical Center, 
Video Conference Room, 3rd Floor, 120 
Riverview St. Contact Majestic 828-369-
9474

 • Lap Swim: Monday-Friday 6-10a. 6 lanes and Monday-Thursday 3:30-7p. 1-2 
lanes (shared Pool) and Saturday 10-11a 2 or 3 lanes.

• Adult Swim: 18 years plus Monday-Friday 11:30-1:30p no lap lanes and Sat-
urday 10-11a shared with lap swim. Available Equipment: water weights, adult pool 
noodles, fins, water jog belt & kickboards.

• Public Swim: Monday-Thursday 3:20-7p Saturday 11am-6pm, Sunday 
1-6pmand Sunday 1-6p.

• Water Aerobics: 18 years plus Monday-Friday 10:15-11a.
• Aqua Dance and Fitness: Monday 5:30-6:30p.
• Baby and Me class: Ages 6 month-3 years Friday 5:30-6p.
• Movie Night: all ages First Friday night of  every month. Pool opens at 6:30 and 

movie starts at 7p. Call for movie title and prices
• Pool Parties: available Friday, Saturday and Sunday evenings 6-8p.
Call the pool at 828-526-1595 if  you have any questions concerning the pool.

Winter Pool schedule

If  you’re a 
Muggle who wants 
to learn your way 
around Diagon Al-
ley, or you’ve ever 
been considered 
for a position in the 
Ministry of  Magic, 
visit the Highlands’ 
Hudson Library or 
the Albert Carlton-
Cashiers Communi-
ty Library for Harry 
Potter Family Day/Night Thursday, Feb-
ruary 7. 

In Highlands, The Bascom, will help 
host an unforgettable Harry Potter Kids 
Zone event. The fun kicks off  at 3:30 PM 
on Thursday.

 At Harry Potter Kids Zone,  the 
wonder of  J.K. Rowling’s unforgettable 
stories will be explored and, most excit-
ingly, the next generation of  readers will 
be introduced to the unparalleled magic 
of  Harry Potter. At Hudson Library, 
young wizards, witches and Muggles will 
be treated to an afternoon of  magical 
games, readings from favorite Harry Pot-
ter books, and Harry Potter art projects! 
It all begins when the Sorting Hat decides 

Harry Potter Family Day/Night at Hudson 
and Cashiers libraries Thurs., Feb. 7

who will be in which 
house.

This is a first 
Harry Potter Book 
Night for Cashiers 
and it’s set for 5-7 
p.m. Thursday. It 
will be an event-
filled night full of  
the wondrous magic 
J.K. Rowling so ex-
pertly created in her 
books. 

Cashiers participants, who are en-
couraged to arrive dressed as their favor-
ite Potterverse character, will discover a 
party in full swing, complete with snacks, 
games, crafts, readings and trivia chal-
lenges. At the core of  the event is a deep 
appreciation for the Harry Potter books, 
which have a rabid fanbase that stretches 
around the world, and even a few realms 
beyond. 

As Hermione Granger says in Har-
ry Potter and the Chamber of  Secrets, 
“When in doubt, go to the library!” But 
there’s no doubt about this: Harry Pot-
ter Book Day/Night celebrations at area 
libraries will be magical, bookish fun for 
the entire family!
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1st and 3rd Thursdays
• Indivisible Highlands, a non-parti-

san activist group meets at the Hudson 
Library at 5p. For info call 770-823-0601

Fourth Thursday
• At the Hudson Library, Kids Zone 

LEGO Club. Intended primarily for kids 
in grades 1-5, LEGO Club allows creativ-
ity and STEM skills to develop together 
as kids enjoy making LEGO creations. 

First Fridays
• At the Rec Park Pool. Movie 

Night - all ages First Friday night of every 
month. Pool opens at 6:30p and movie 
starts at 7 p.m. Call for movie title and 
prices. For any other information call 
828-526-1595.

Friday - Monday 
• At the Bascom, 10am - 5pm (Sun-

days 12pm - 5pm): Free Admission to 
exhibition spaces and SmArt Space for 
children. For more information call 828-
526-4949.

Saturdays
• At The Bascom, Pottery Sale in the 

barn from 10a to 5p.
• Scrabble at Hudson Library from 

1-4 p.m. Bring board if possible. All are 
welcome. 727-871-8298.

• The Bascom Knitters on the Ter-
race at The Bascom from 10 am until 
noon or downstairs in The Bascom Li-
brary room.

• At the Bascom, 10am - 12pm: Com-
munity Knitters group, For more infor-
mation call 828-526-4949.

Sundays
• Live Music in OEI’s Hummingbird 

Lounge 8 p.m. to close with Paul Jones.
Through March 10
• At The Bascom, SOUNDWAVE, 

Western Carolina University MFA and 
InkSpace BFA Exhibition. For more infor-
mation, call 526-4949. Through Feb. 24

• At The Bascom, hear + there, a col-
laborative installation by The Bascom’s 
Winter Artist Residency Program. For 
more information, call 526-4949.

Thurs.,, Feb.7 
• Harry Potter Family Day at Hud-

son Library in Highlands 3:30-5:30 p.m. 
Harry Potter themed fun of all kinds.

• Harry Potter Family Night at the 
Albert Carlton Cashiers Community 
Library from 5-7 p.m. Participants, who 
are encouraged to arrive dressed as 
their favorite Potterverse character, will 
discover a party in full swing, complete 
with snacks, games, crafts, readings and 
trivia challenges. At the core of the event 

is a deep appreciation for the Harry Pot-
ter books, which have a rabid fanbase that 
stretches around the world, and even a 
few realms beyond. 

Fri., Feb. 8
• At The Bascom, from 4 – 6p: Public 

Reception for The Bascom’s two newest 
exhibitions: SOUNDWAVE and hear + 
there, FREE. For more information, call 
526-4949.

Sat. Feb. 9
• The Nantahala Hiking Club will take 

a moderate-to-strenuous hike at Coweeta 
Hydrological Lab on the Ridge Trail to 
Dyke Gap, elevation change 950 ft., with 
good views of Albert Mtn., returning down 
Cunningham Branch to Shope Fork and 
Coweeta office complex. Meet at West-
gate Plaza in Franklin at 9am, drive 16 miles 
round trip. Call Leader Gail Lehman, 524-
5298, for reservations. Visitors welcome.

• Democratic meeting in The Hudson 
Library Meeting Room from 5: -7 pm. Ap-
petizers and Wine. A back-room political 
meeting to create a Democrat Manifesto 
( For what do we stand? And to formu-
late the principles from which all policies 
would come)

Feb.13 and 20
• At The Bascom, from 10am – Noon 

or 3:15 – 5pm: February Youth Pottery: 
Wheel thrown bowl with slip pattern, 
Ages: 8 and up, $60. For more information, 
call 526-4949.

Feb. 12, 14, 19, and 21
• At The Bascom, February Resident 

Artist Series (Making and using molds 
from plaster, clay, or whatever we can find. 
For more information, call 526-4949.

Wed., Feb. 13
• Project SEARCH will hold an infor-

mation session night at Mission Hospital, 
1 Hospital Drive, Room 5205, in Asheville, 
on at 6 pm. Project SEARCH is a partner-
ship between Mission Health, The Arc of 
North Carolina, A-B Tech, NC Vocational 
Rehabilitation, Vaya Health and the NC 
Council on Developmental Disabilities. 
The program offers a one-year internship 
for students with intellectual or develop-
mental disabilities. Its goal is to help the 
students, who range in age from 18 to 30, 
achieve their goal of securing meaningful, 
competitive employment. This session is a 
one-hour introduction and determination 
of candidacy appropriateness. Speakers 
will include Tim Blekicki, Mission Health 
Project SEARCH instructor, and the job 
coach, as well as current and past interns, 
and representatives of program partners. 

•Highlands Area Events •
There’s a Q&A at the end for parents and 
students. For questions, please contact 
Tim Blekicki at tblekicki@arcnc.org or 
828-254-4771 or visit https://arcnc.org/
project-search-asheville.

Fri., Feb. 15
• Senior Dinner at 12 noon at The 

Highlands Recreation Department.For 
any other information contact Lester 
Norris or Maxine Ramey at 828-526-3556. 

Sat., Feb. 16 
• The Nantahala Hiking Club will 

take a moderate 3-mile hike with some 
ups and downs along the way to Yellow 
Branch Falls, one of the most scenic falls 
in western SC, 60 ft. high with dark rocky 
ledges over which the water falls (some 
say) like icing on a chocolate cake. Meet at 
Cashiers Rec Park at 10am, drive 50 miles 
round trip. Call leaders Mike and Sue Ket-
tles, 743-1079, for reservations. Visitors 
welcome.

Feb. 22-28
• Book Fair at Highlands School in 

the media center. Preview Day will be the 
21st, students can make wish lists during 
this time. Grandparent’s Day is February 
22, during lunch, and the late night will be 
the same night as Science Fair (28th). 

Sat., Feb. 23 

• The Nantahala Hiking Club will take 
a moderate 6-mile hike, elevation change 
520 ft., from Warwoman Dell to Martin 
Creek Falls on a lovely leisurely section 
of the GA. Bartram Trail. Meet at Smoky 
Mtn. Visitor Center at 9am, drive 15 miles 
round trip. Call leader Mary Stone, 369-
7352, for reservations. Visitors welcome.

• The Nantahala Hiking Club will 
take a moderate-to-strenuous 9.2-mile 
hike, elevation change 800 ft., on the 
Cataloochee Divide in the Smoky Mtn. 
Nat’l. Park to the Appalachian Highland 
Science Learning Center, with beautiful 
views along the way. Meet at Waynesville 
Ingles at 9 am, drive 30 miles round trip 
(100 miles from Franklin) Hike is limited 
to 15. Call leader Keith Patton, 456-8895, 
for reservations.

Sat., Feb. 24
• The Nantahala Hiking Club will 

take a moderate 4.5-mile hike in the 
Smoky Mtn. Nat’l. Park, elevation change 
500 ft., along Deep Creek (with two wa-
terfalls along the way), then cross over 
to Sunkota Ridge, and return to Deep 
Creek. Meet at Dillsboro Huddle House 
at 10am, drive 40 miles round trip. Call 
leader Jody Burtner, 828-788-2985, for 

• See EVENTS page 14

The Highlands 
Performing Arts 
Center will present 
the National Theatre 
of  London’s produc-
tion of  I’m Not Run-
ning, Live via Satellite 
on Saturday, Febru-
ary 9 at 1pm. I’m Not 
Running is an explo-
sive new political dra-
ma exploring person-
al choices and their 
public consequences, 
written by Academy 
Award-nominated 
writer David Hare. 
Pauline Gibson is a 
junior doctor, who 
becomes the face of  
a campaign to save her local hospital. 
She’s thrust from angel of  the National 
Health Service (NHS), to becoming an 
independent Member of  Parliament. 

In the Houses 
of  Parliament, 
she crosses paths 
with her univer-
sity boyfriend, 
Jack Gould, a 
stalwart Labour 
loyalist, climbing 
the ranks of  the 
party. As media 
and public pres-
sure mounts on 
Pauline to run for 
leadership of  the 
Labour party, she 
faces an agonizing 
decision…

Tickets are 
available online: 
www.higlandspac.

org or at the door. All Students are 
admitted FREE of  Charge, Highlands 
Performing Arts Center, 507 Chestnut 
Street, NC

Live via satellite from National Theatre 
of London ‘I’m Not Running’ Feb. 9
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• Full Service Automobile Detailing
• Purveyor and Consignor of Luxury, Exotic
and Vintage Motorcars

• White Glove Transport Specialist
• We Pay Top Dollar for High Quality Vehicles

$75 OFF 
Any Complete Detail Service 

Dec. 1, 2018 to March 31, 2019

518 Dillard Road • Highlands, NC
828-526-1900 • www.thecarbutlernc.com

...PROFICIENCY continued from page 1

Complete Home Furnishings

White Glove Delivery Throughout The Southeast & Beyond
2089 Dillard Road, Highlands  |  2 miles from Main Street  |  828-526-5577  |  www.summerhousehighlands.com

515687

Visit our Bed
& Bath Shop
FINE LINENS  •  ACCESSORIES 

PAJAMAS  •  TOWELS  •  SHEETS

We have it all!
MONDAY – SATURDAY

9 AM – 5 PM

SUNDAY – CLOSED UNTIL MAY

• See PROFICIENCY page 17

achievement in a particular sub-group – that 
being Students with Disabilities (SWD). 
There are more than 730 students identified 
in this group in the Macon County School 
system.

But the comprehensive improvement 
plan will be applied to all students grades 3-8 
due to new standards mandated by the state 
for the 2018-’19 school year.

North Carolina was requited to identify 
schools for targeted support and improve-
ment and in Macon County that ended up 
being the Students with Disabilities group in 
five schools – East Franklin, Franklin High 
School, Mountain View, Highlands School 
and Union Academy. In addition, Union 
Academy will also need to improve its grad-
uation rate.

“The TSI-AT is a federal accountability 
measure – one single measure and not an 
overall reflection of  Highlands School. But 
all students are expected to improve,” said 
MC School Superintendent Dr. Chris Bald-
win. “While the other subgroups met the 
federal requirements, SWD did not.”  

However, as per state mandate, pro-
ficiency goals across all spectrums for stu-
dents in grades 3-8 were increased for the 
2018-2019 school year.

“New and more rigorous standards 
were adopted with school year 2018-‘19.  As 

you can imagine, it was even difficult for 
students with disabilities to meet the old 
standards because the standards for non-
disabled students are the same as SWD,” 
said Baldwin.   

The TSI-AT program comes with fed-
eral money which can be used to increase 
proficiency across all spectrums.

“Federal resources accompany the 
findings of  this report and will support us 
in meeting the requirements set forth,” said 
Baldwin. Ultimately, TSI-AT is a way for us 
to improve the services that we provide all 
our students.”

As a TSI-AT school, Highlands School 
was required to develop a comprehensive 
plan that specifically addresses how the 
school will improve student achievement 
and it includes ways the district will moni-
tor and support progress.

This includes: classroom management, 
standards-aligned instruction, professional 
learning communities, instructional leader-
ship, recruitment and retainment of  effec-
tive teachers, support for grade-to-grade 
transitions, implementation of  a tiered 
instructional system, date-driven decision 
making, student support services and fam-
ily and community engagement.

New standards this school year require 
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Kathy Manos Penn

OPEN 7 DAYS 
Mon-Thurs: • 11a to 5p • Fri-Sat: 10:30a to 5:30p • Sun: 12-5p

828-482-1609 • 330 Main St. Highlands

All About Books

A Must Read for Southerners

I don’t often read memoirs, 
but a friend recommended 
Lee Smith’s “Dimestore: 

A Writer’s Life,” and I felt 
obliged to give it a try. I’m 
glad I did. I’ve read many of  
her novels and chuckled when 
I read in her memoir that she 
began writing stories when she 
was nine years old.  The open-
ing of  the chapter titled A Life 
in Books brought back fond 
memories for me, not because 
I wrote as a child, but because 
I, too, was a voracious reader:

I was a reader long before I was a 
writer. In fact, I started writing in the first 
place because I couldn’t stand for my fa-
vorite books to be over, so I started adding 
more and more chapters onto the ends of  
them, often including myself  as a charac-
ter.  Thus the Bobbsey twins became the 
Bobbsey triplets, and Nancy Drew’s best 
friends, Bess Marvin and George Fayne, 
were joined by another character named 
Lee Smith — who actually ended up with 
Ned Nickerson! The additional chapters 
grew longer and more complicated as my 
favorite books became more complicated 
— Heidi, Anne of  Green Gables, and Pip-
pi Longstocking, for instance.

I suspect her parents called her a 
bookworm, though she was also an ad-
venturing tomboy who climbed trees and 
roamed the mountains of  Grundy, VA 

where she grew up. No one ever 
mistook me for a tomboy, so I 
don’t have that trait in common 
with her, but I did read beneath 
the covers with a flashlight, an-
other scene she describes. And 
I smiled at her list of  childhood 
books, so many of  which I 
read, too.  I think I missed Pippi 
Longstocking, but I did read the 
Hardy Boys and Nurse Cherry 
Ames.  How many of  those ring 
a bell for you?

If  you haven’t yet discov-
ered Lee Smith’s novels, reading Dimestore 
will send you down that path. If  you prefer 
to begin with a novel, I recommend “Oral 
History” and “Family Linen,” two of  her 
earlier works, or her 2003 New York Times 
bestseller, “The Last Girls.” Though I sel-
dom re-read books, I may have to go back 
to a few of  hers to see whether they read 
differently now that I know more about 
the author. 

• Kathy is a Georgia resident. Find 
her books “The Ink Penn: Celebrating the 
Magic in the Everyday” and “Lord Banjo 
the Royal Pooch” at Books Unlimited in 
Franklin and on Amazon. “Lord Banjo 
the Royal Pooch” is also available at High-
lands Mountain Paws. Contact her at ink-
penn119@gmail.com, and follow her on 
Facebook, www.facebook.com/KathyM-
anosPennAuthor/. 

Movies at 
the Playhouse 

NEW SCHEDULE
Fri. & Sat. 1, 4, and 7 p.m.; 

Sunday 1 and 4 p.m; 
NO MOVIES MONDAY; 

Tues., Wed., & Thurs. 1, 4, 7 
p.m.

Tickets are $10 / $2 off on 
Tuesdays.

Cartoogechaye Elementary
Friday, April 12: 9 a.m.

East Franklin Elementary
Friday, April 12: 8:30 a.m.

Highlands School
Tuesday, March 12: 10 a.m.
Iotla Valley Elementary
Friday, April 5: 8:30 a.m.

Nantahala School
Friday, April 5: 9:30 a.m.

South Macon Elementary
Friday, April 26: 8:30 a.m.

2019 Kindergarten 
Orientation Days

Here is my spin on a Valentine’s Day tradition, incorporat-
ing chocolate, roses, champagne and strawberries. Enjoy! 

Drunk In Love Strawberries 
1 lb of  strawberries 
2 cups of  champagne
2 oz of  either TSTE Dark 
Cocoa Sugar, or Rose Sugar 
Directions:
1. Place strawberries in a 
bowl, cover with cham-
pagne and refrigerate for an 
hour.
2. Drain strawberries and 
lightly dry them.
3. Roll in one or both, of  
our custom sugars.

Simple and Oh So Sweet!
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•Younger Through Fitness•

Hank Miller
828-305-9713

Owner/Stylist: Lisa L. Shearon
Stylist: Jane B. Earp
Stylist: Kristi Stockton
Stylist/Nail Tech: Kassie Vinson

Book your 
Appointment 

Today!

526-5999
Located at 680 N. 4th. St., Highlands

Carrying a wide variety of  
natural products for your  

Mind, Body & Home.
Open Mon.-Sat. 9a to 5:30p

Organic Fresh Juices & Smoothies  
and Salads “On the Go!”
Open Mon.-Sat. 9a to 5p

Andrea Gabbard
828.200.6742

andreagabbard@gmail.com

114 N. 4th Street • Highlands, NC  • 828-526-4104

Sotheby’s is the top firm in 
Highlands since 2014
highlandssothebysrealty.com

Owner/Stylist: Lacy Jane Villardo
Stylists: Heahter Escandon

Maggie Barden, Bri Field, Desiray 
Schmitt and Cali Smolarsky
Nail Tech: Jenna Schmitt

Massage Therapist: Brenda Lopez

Hair • Nails • Waxing 
Tanning • Facials

Massages
Eyelash Extensions 

Pamper 
Yourself  ... 
or Someone 
You Love! 
20% Off
Massages, 

Facials, 
Manis and 

Pedis.
Gift Certificates 

Available
Upstairs and Across the Walkway at “Falls on Main” Highlands

Open at 9a Tues.-Sat. • 828-526-3939

MOVE IT, MOVE IT, MOVE IT!

There are many reasons 
people do not exercise. 
When asked why they 

don’t incorporate fitness into 
their lives, the most prevalent 
answerers are: 

“I don’t have time, I can’t 
afford a gym membership, the 
weather has been terrible,” etc., 
etc. 

The real reason for most 
people is that it is just not enjoy-
able! You can bet that if  exer-
cising gave us immediate grati-
fication as does eating a piece 
of  chocolate, enjoying a sizzling steak or 
drinking a beer or a glass of  really fine wine 
we would do it in a minute. 

I personally have been involved in 
serious exercise since 1977. I love having 
worked out because the results are fantas-
tic, especially since I am 65 years and still 
able to function as a much younger person. 
On the other hand I really do not like the 
actual act of  exercising. How is that for 
honesty from a professional exercise physi-
ologist?

What if  exercise was as much fun as 
watching a movie, going to a play or watch-
ing an exciting sporting event. We would be 
finding the time. Wouldn’t we?

For the many of  you who will not take 
the step toward formal exercise then I sug-
gest you become proactive and find other 
ways to incorporate movement into your 
daily life.

If  you spend part of  your year away 
from our tranquil mountains, then may-
be you could turn a shopping trip to the 
mall into an undercover exercise session 
by walking briskly past the stores for 20 
minutes nonstop before you actually buy 
something. You could do the same thing 
at Ingles by walking up and down ev-
ery isle three or four times and then start 
your shopping. When in town, walk Main 
Street in Highlands from Mountain Fresh 
to Wright Square briskly and sit and stand 
a few times at each bench you pass along 
the way. This would incorporate a lot of  
healthy movement into your life.

 Let’s begin with a local campaign. In 
addition to saving the whales lets 

Save the caddies too! Just think how 

much exercise walking 18 
holes or nine even would be 
without sitting most of  the 
time in a golf  cart.

If  exercise is fun or 
mixed with fun more people 
will do it. 

I have a fond memory 
from childhood of  playing 
catch after dinner. It was al-
ways something to look for-
ward too. Sometimes I would 
get to play with my dad and 
other times with friends. Catch 
was always fun and a way of  

life for many of  us in our childhood, es-
pecially during the summer months when 
the sun was out past 8pm. 

As a trainer, I am a big believer in the 
benefits of  tossing a medicine ball. Ask 
any of  my clients? A medicine ball is a 
soft ball weighing on average from 2 to 
16 pounds. For most of  us over age 50 a 
5-pound ball is more than enough to get 
a good amount of  exercise. It is a won-
derful idea for a husband and wife or a 
couple of  friends to have fun, play catch 
and get exercise all at the same time. In 
just a few moves you can gain flexibility, 
core exercise, muscle toning and a bit of  
cardio.

For some less fit people, a great way 
to start is to get a playball from Walmart 
or Dollar General and get tossing. I 
would like to see couples and or friends 
all across America take up playing catch 
daily for fun and health. 

To help you get started I put to-
gether a short instructional video with 
my wife Lynne. View it by going to my 
website thebestexercisesforseniors.com 
then scroll down to the bottom of  the 
home page and click on the button titled: 
Couples Fun Medicine Ball Game.

Get going, get started, move it!

• Hank is a local fitness trainer spe-
cializing in the age 50 and over popula-
tion. He is certified by The American 
College of  Sports Medicine as an Ex-
ercise Physiologist and is a licensed NC 
Massage Therapist specializing in Thera-
peutic Stretching. Send comments to: 
hank@thebestexercisesforseniors.com

Top 25 Brokers in 2018
–HCBOR
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•Buisness/Organization News•

We are here for you

828-526-5012 HEALTH CENTER
HIGHLANDS

PRIMARY CARE  |  ORTHOPEDICS 
UROLOGY  |  VEIN SERVICES 

AND MORE

Conveniently located on the 
Highlands-Cashiers Hospital campus.

209 Hospital Drive, Highlands

HCH34-Mission_Health_Center_Highlands_Ad_5_x5_5_Fall_v2.indd   1 11/5/18   9:53 AM

HCA Healthcare completes purchase of Mission Health
HCA Healthcare (NYSE: HCA), a 

leading healthcare provider with 185 hos-
pitals and approximately 1,800 sites of  care 
in 21 states and the United Kingdom, today 
announced it has completed the purchase 
of  Mission Health, a six-hospital system in 
Asheville and western North Carolina, for 
approximately $1.5 billion. 

“The team at Mission Health has been 
nationally recognized for providing high-
quality patient care, and we’re excited that 
they’ve joined HCA Healthcare,” said Sam 
Hazen, CEO of  HCA Healthcare. “We’re 
looking forward to investing in western 
North Carolina and helping ensure Mission 
Health’s 133-year tradition of  caring for 
communities throughout the region contin-
ues for many years.”

Mission Health, recognized as one of  
the nation’s top 15 health systems by IBM 
Watson Health in six of  the past seven 
years, is now a new operating division of  
HCA Healthcare.

“We are very pleased that this transac-
tion has now closed so that Mission Health 
can continue to focus on caring for the 
people of  western North Carolina,” said 
Ronald A. Paulus, MD, Mission Health’s 
President and CEO.  “This is a tremendous 

win for the people and communities that we 
serve, and one that may be judged by history 
as a positive inflection point for the commu-
nities we serve.  We’ve not only provided for 
the long-term sustainability of  high-quality 
healthcare and secured special protections 
for our rural communities, we’ve also cre-
ated the largest per capita foundation in the 
nation to address the social determinants of  
health.  I believe the Dogwood Health Trust 
has the potential to impact health status in 
a way never before imagined in America.  I 
look forward to seeing results, both for west-
ern North Carolina, and as a model of  what 
might be for many similar communities.”

Benefits and highlights of  the transac-
tion include the following commitments:

HCA Healthcare will build a 120-bed 
inpatient behavioral health hospital in Ashe-
ville.

HCA Healthcare will build a new re-
placement hospital for Angel Medical Cen-
ter in Franklin, N.C.

HCA Healthcare will complete the new 
state-of-the-art Mission Hospital for Ad-
vanced Medicine in Asheville.

In addition to the new behavioral 
health hospital, replacement hospital and 
new tower, HCA Healthcare will invest $232 

million in capital in Mission Health facilities.
HCA Healthcare will create a $25 mil-

lion Innovation Fund focused on improv-
ing healthcare service delivery and spurring 
economic development.

Mission Health will adopt HCA 
Healthcare’s more expansive charity care 
policy.

HCA Healthcare is providing assur-
ances that certain healthcare services will be 
maintained.

“From early on, we were confident that 
HCA Healthcare shares Mission Health’s 
focus on high- quality, patient-centered care 
and is the right and best choice to help en-
sure our continued success,” said Mission 
Health Board Chair John R. Ball, MD, JD. 
“We are excited to see how the resources, 
scale and expertise of  HCA Healthcare can 

help enhance Mission Health’s rich legacy.
“The Mission Health team of  physi-

cians, clinicians and support services are 
deeply committed to providing access to 
high quality, compassionate care, which is 
part of  what makes this alignment a good 
cultural fit,” said John W. Garrett, MD, Vice 
Chair of  the Mission Health Board. “We 
look forward to seeing how Mission’s na-
tionally recognized quality and safety prac-
tices benefit from HCA’s national scale.”

HCA Healthcare and Mission Health 
entered into exclusive discussions March 
21, 2018 and signed a definitive agreement 
August 31, 2018. The North Carolina At-
torney General’s Office approved the trans-
action January 16, 2019. Today’s acquisition 
brings HCA Healthcare’s total number of  
hospitals to 185.

...PROFICIENCY continued from page 14
a desired percentage of  proficient students 
on the NC end-of-grade math tests in the 
spring of  2019 to be 90% for grade 3, 80% 
for grade 4, 97% for grade 5, 65% for grade 
6, 75% for grade 7 and 75% for grade 8.

The desired percentage of  proficient 
students on the NC end-of-grade reading 
tests in the spring of  2019 is 80% for grade 
3, 90% for grade 4, 90% for grade 5, 80% 
for grade 6, 80% for grade 7 and 85% for 
grade 8.

According to the letter sent home last 
week, achieving higher achievement levels 
all around, will require work from staff, 
families and students.

STAR Math and Reading benchmarks 
are being used to assess students on objec-
tives in the NC Common Core in grades 
3-8 and teachers will analyze data by objec-
tive and by individual student.

Students will be identified for inter-
vention in both subject matters if  needed. 

As part of  the TSI-AT initiative, 
parents and their children are asked to be 
aware of  the new academic expectations 
set for this school year. They are encour-
aged to make sure their children are pre-

pared and attend school each day and that 
parents monitor their children’s homework.

“This doesn’t diminish anything that 
Highlands School has accomplished. It 
helps keep the focus on students with dis-
abilities and we will help those students suc-
ceed,” said Baldwin. “We will use the addi-
tional resources that are provided as a result 
of  this information and ranking to help all 
of  our students achieve academically.”

According to GreatSchools.org, High-
lands School is rated above average in 
school quality compared to other schools 
in North Carolina. Students perform above 
average on state tests, have above average 
college readiness measures and are making 
above average year-over-year academic im-
provement. 

In 2018, US News ranked Highlands 
School 28th out of  500 schools within 
North Carolina and 1,092nd out of  24,000 
schools in the National Rankings and it 
earned a silver medal. Schools are ranked 
based on their performance on state-re-
quired tests and how well they prepare stu-
dents for college. 

– Kim Lewicki
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Proverbs 3:5 • Places to Worship •
BLUE VALLEY BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Oliver Rice, Pastor (706) 782-3965

Sundays: School:10 a.m., Worship:11 
Sunday night services every 2nd & 4th Sunday at 7 

Wednesdays: Mid-week prayer meeting:7 p.m.
BUCK CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH

828-269-3546 • Rev. Jamie Passmore, Pastor
Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11 

CHAPEL OF THE SKY
Sky Valley, GA • 706-746-2999 

Sundays: 10 a.m.:Worship 
Holy Communion 1st & 3rd Sundays 
CHRIST ANGLICAN CHURCH 

Rector: Jim Murphy, 252-671-4011 
464 US Hwy 64 east, Cashiers 

9:30a Sunday School; 10:30a Worship Service.  
Mon. 6p Bible Study & Supper in homes

CHRIST CHURCH OF THE VALLEY, CASHIERS
Pastor Brent Metcalf • 743-5470

Sun.10:45am, S.S 9:30am. Wed. 6pm supper and teaching.
Tues. Guys study 8am, Gals 10am.

CLEAR CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Jim Kinard

Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11a.m. 
1st & 3rd Sunday night Service: 7.p.m.

Wednesdays –Supper at 6 p.m. 
COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH
www.cbchighlands.com • 526-4685

3645 Cashiers Rd, Highlands, NC • Sr. Pastor Gary Hewins  
Sun.: 9:30am: Sunday School10:30am: Middle & High School; 

10:45am: Child. Program,10: 45am: Worship Service
Wed.: 5pm Dinner ($7 adult, $2 child), 6pm CBC U.

EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF THE INCARNATION
Rev. W. Bentley Manning • 526-2968

Monday-Friday: Morning Prayer at 8:15a. Sundays: 8 am 
Holy Eucharist Rite I; 9 am Sunday School; 10:30 am Holy 

Eucharist Rite II. Childcare available at 10:30
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH HIGHLANDS

828-526-4153 • www.fbchighlands.org
Dr. Mark Ford, Pastor

220 Main Street, Highlands 
Sun.:Worship 10:45 am; Sun.: Bible Study 9:30 am

Wed.: Men’s Bible Study 8:30 am; Prayer Mtg 6:15 pm; 
Choir 5p

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Curtis Fussell & Emily Wilmarth, pastors 

526-3175 • fpchighlands.org
Sun.: Adult Ed.: 9:30a.m.; Worship 11 a.m.

Mondays: Men’s Prayer Group & Breakfast 8 a.m. 
Wed.:Choir:6p

GOLDMINE BAPTIST CHURCH
(Off Franklin/Highlands Rd) 

Sunday School:10 am, Worship Service:11 am
GRACE COMMUNITY CHURCH OF CASHIERS

Non-Denominational-Contemporary Worship
242 Hwy 107N, 1/4 miles from Crossroads in Cashiers

www.gracecashiers.com • Pastor Steve Doerter: 743-9814
Services: Sundays 10am - Wed. - 7pm; Dinner - Wed. 6pm 

HAMBURG BAPTIST CHURCH
Hwy 107N. • Glenville, NC • 743-2729 • Pr. Nathan 

Johnson
Sunday: School 9:45a, Worship 11a & 7p, Bible Study 6p

Wed. Kidsquest 6p.; Worship 7p.

HIGHLANDS ASSEMBLY OF GOD
Randy Reed, Pastor828-421-9172 • 165 S. Sixth Street  

Sundays: Worship:11 
HIGHLANDS CENTRAL BAPTIST CHURCH

Pastor Dan Robinson
670 N. 4th Street (next to the Highlands Civic Center)
Sun.: Bible Study 10a; Morning Worship 10:45a., Evening 

Worship, 6p. Wednesday: Prayer Service, 6:30 p.
HIGHLANDS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

Pastor Randy Lucas 526-3376
Sun: School 9:45a.; Worship 9:09,10:50.; Youth 5:30 p.

Wed: Supper: 5:15; youth, & adults activities: 6; Handbell 
rehearsal, 6:15; Choir Rehearsal 7. (nursery provided ); 7pm 

Intercessory Prayer Ministry 
HOLY FAMILY LUTHERAN CHURCH: ELCA

Chaplain Margaret Howell • 2152 Dillard Road • 526-9741
LutheranChurchoftheHolyFamily.yolasite.com

Sun: School and Adult discussion group 9:30 a.m.;  
Worship/Communion:10:30 

HEALING SERVICE on the 5th Sunday of the month.
MACEDONIA BAPTIST CHURCH

8 miles south of Highlands on N.C. 28 S in Satolah
Pastor Zane Talley

Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11, Choir:6 p.m.
Wed: Bible Study and Youth Mtg.:7 p.m.

MOUNTAIN SYNAGOGUE
at St. Cyprian’s Episcopal Church, Franklin • 828-524-9463

MOUNTAIN BIBLE CHURCH 
743-2583 • Independent Bible Church 

Sun:10:30 a.m. at Big Ridge Baptist Church,  
4224 Big Ridge Road (4.5 miles from NC 107) 

Weds: Bible Study 6:30 p.m.; Youth Group 6 p.m. 
OUR LADY OF THE MOUNTAINS  

CATHOLIC CHURCH
Rev. Father Casmir – 526-2418

Mass: Sun: 11 a.m.; Sat. at 4p
SCALY MOUNTAIN BAPTIST CHURCH

Rev. Marty Kilby
Sundays: School –10 a.m.; Worship –11 a.m. & 7 

Wednesdays: Prayer Mtg.:7 p.m.
SCALY MOUNTAIN CHURCH OF GOD

290 Buck Knob Road; Pastor Donald G. Bates • 526-3212
Sun.: School:10 a.m.; Worship:10:45 a.m.; Worship: 6 p.m.

SHORTOFF BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Rev. Andy Cloer 

Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11 a.m. 
Wednesdays: Prayer & Bible Study:6 p.m. 

COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH OF SKY VALLEY
706.746.3144• 696 Sky Valley Way #447, Pastor Gary Hewins
Worship: Sun. 9 a.m., with Holy Communion the 1st & 3rd 
Sun.; Tues: Community Supper 5:30 followed by Bible Study. 

THE CHURCH OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD
1448 Highway 107 South, Office: 743-2359 • Rev. Rob Wood

June-Sept: Sunday Services: Rite I, 8a, Rite II, 9:15 & 11a
Nursery available for Rite II services

Sept 6-Oct 25-Informal Evening Eucharist-5:30 p.m. 
Thursday: Noon Healing Service with Eucharist.

UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST FELLOWSHIP 
85 Sierra Drive, Franklin • uufranklin.org  

Sunday Worship - 11 a.m. 
WHITESIDE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Rev. Sam Forrester/Cashiers
Sunday School:10 am, Worship Service:11 am

John 3:16•Spiritually Speaking •

• See SPIRITUALLY SPEAKING page 19

Love Bears 
All Things

Chaplain Margaret Howell
Holy Family Lutheran Church: 
ELCA

A Lutheran Sunday school teacher , having just read 
aloud 1 Corinthians, 13:1-13 was testing the children in 
her Sunday school class to see if  they understood the 

concept of  getting to heaven by faith, hope and love.
She asked them, “If  I sold my house and my car, had a big 

garage sale and gave all my money to the church, would that get 
me into Heaven?”

“NO!” the children answered.
“If  I cleaned the church every day, mowed the yard, and 

kept everything neat and tidy, would that get me into Heaven?”
Again, the answer was, “NO!”
Now she was smiling. Hey, they’re getting it, she thought! 

“Well, then, if  I was kind to animals and gave candy to all the 
children, and loved my husband, would that get me into Heav-
en?” she asked.

Again, they all answered, “NO!”
She was just bursting with pride for them. “Well,” she con-

tinued, “then how can I get into Heaven?”
A five-year-old boy shouted out, “YOU GOTTA BE 

DEAD.”
Martin Luther wrote,” If  there is no laughter in heaven, 

I’m not going.”
Another droll soul once said, “If  you want to make God 

laugh, tell Him your plans.”
The Epistle for today is one that I hear at nearly every 

wedding I have attended.
We all know “Love is patient, love is kind and so on....”
Of  all of  Paul’s letters, this one and the letter to the Ro-

mans are his finest.
Romans speaks about grace and the love of  God as a gift, 

obtainable only by faith, made possible by Christ, through the 
Holy Spirit.

Corinthians 13 is a guidebook on living a grace-filled life, 
the core of  which is love.

Some theologians like to point out the different kinds of  
love, namely agape love and filial love.

But Paul doesn’t split hairs here. The love he speaks of  is 
the embodiment of  all the many aspects of  love. Divine love, 
love of  family, love of  spouse, love of  neighbor and .... harder 
to swallow, love of  enemy.

In Luke 4: 21-30, Jesus is set upon by his own neighbors 
who don’t cotton to the notion of  God’s promises being for all 
people, even pagans and gentiles. 

It truly is a “kill the messenger” moment.
Admit it, we sometimes get our feathers ruffled when 

people we don’t think deserve it do well.
The bully from high school who is a today successful busi-

nessman. The politician whodenegrates people of  different 
skin color and nations. 
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•Biz/Org News•

We 
Locals

W����� S������� �� O�� E������ � H���-M��� F���

866-526-8008  |  OldEdwardsInn.com/LocalLove
Ends April 30, 2019. Excludes Holidays. Local ID is required from Macon, Jackson, Transylvania and Rabun coun� 

es from each person receiving the discount. Not to be combined with any other discounts or specials.
Taxes and gratuity not included. **January - February only.

• Stay at Half-Mile Farm or Old Edwards Inn
from $125 per night

• 20% off  at Madison’s Restaurant
• $125 50-Minute spa treatments
• 25% off  your en� re purchase at Acorns**
• $20 Fitness and Yoga Classes

Enjoy any or all of these perks 
Sunday - Thursday • January - April

SATURDAY, 
FEBRUARY 23

CHEFS IN THE HOUSE
a dinner series at half-mile farm

MICHAEL WILSON
of Domenica

 HALFMILEFARM.COM/MICHAELWILSON  |  828-787-2620
#ChefsInTheHouse #HalfMileFarm

•Obituary•

And what about family? Just about every-
one I know has a branch of  the family tree 
that has some rotten fruit hanging from it. 
Many of  us are grateful that the holidays have 
passed and we are no longer expected to put 
up with toxic relatives. 

Yet, even so, when a crisis strikes, the 
family bands together and takes care of  what-
ever needs taking care of. 

My sister, Helen is one of  God’s angels 
put here on earth. She has, from childhood, 
been the kindest most compassionate person 
I have ever known. She is my hero.

Her capacity to love is astounding.
She gives of  herself  to family and friends, 

even when the going gets tough.
She has rushed to my side many times in 

times of  trial.
I love my sister more than anyone on this 

earth. 
Not close as children, our bonds have 

grown and strengthened in adulthood.
As I sat in that hospital room and 

watched her mother-in-law grieve over the 
loss of  her sister, it stabbed at my heart. She 
has lost 2 sisters in less than a month. 

...SPIRITUALLY SPEAKING continued from 18

Donald Franklin Reyn-
olds, Sr., 78, of  Highlands, 
NC and Bradenton, FL, 
passed away unexpectedly on 
January 26th, 2019 in Braden-
ton. A Celebration of  Life 
Service will be held at Christ 
Anglican Church in Cashiers, 
NC on a future date to be an-
nounced. Father Jim Murphy 
of  Christ Anglican Church 
will be officiating. Burial will 
be at Highlands Memorial 
Park, Highlands, NC. 

Donald was born in Wadesboro, NC 
on Sept. 19th, 1940. He is a graduate of  
Wadesboro High School and attended 
Appalachian State University. Business 
and family life took him from the beauti-
ful coastal town of  Southport, NC to the 
majestic mountains of  Highlands, NC. He 
always had an infectious love of  life which 
carried him a long way and uplifted so 
many others as well.

“Buck” was married 58 years to his 
sweetheart, Virginia Oneta Bell of  Lincoln-
ton, NC on June 25th, 1960.

“Dandy Don” was a serial entrepre-
neur founding and operating a building 
supply store, motel, and restaurant. As a 
NC Licensed General Contractor, he de-
veloped residential and commercial prop-

Donald Franklin Reynolds Sr.
erty, served as Superintendent 
of  Construction at Kanuga 
Conference Center, and 
owned Brunswick Paint Cen-
ters. He was actively involved 
and served on the Board of  
Brunswick Co. Homebuilders 
Association. He joyfully served 
his Church on the vestry as Jr. 
Warden. He was an avid pet 
lover, woodworker, craftsman, 
music lover, sports enthusiast 
and most of  all, he loved trav-
eling around the USA.

“Poppy” (as he was lovingly named by 
his daughter-in-law), is survived by his wife, 
Oneta Bell Reynolds, their beloved son, Don-
ald F. Reynolds, Jr., and his wife Denise, Sis-
ters Margaret Reynolds Riggins and Frances 
Reynolds Hawk, loving Niece & Nephews 
and many Cousins, Friends and his beloved 
Church Family.

He is preceded in death by his dear 
parents, Rev. Eddie Franklin Reynolds & 
Mildred McCrae Reynolds. Memorials may 
be made to Christ Anglican Church, PO 
Box 2461, Cashiers, NC 28717. The family 
of  Donald Franklin Reynolds, Sr. wishes to 
thank the Manatee Co. EMS, doctors, nurses 
& entire staff  at Lakewood Ranch Medical 
Center for the excellent care and compassion 
provided to us during this most difficult time.

I couldn’t even begin to imagine the heart-
ache she must have been feeling.

If  you love deeply, you will grieve deeply. 
I was humbled to be asked to preside at the 

funeral services by my family.
Is a small gift which I was happy to give. 

I feel honored to be able to speak the words 
of  love and hope to those who longed to hear 
them. I know people in my own family who are 
not believers. It is beyond my comprehension. 
How can you love fully, give of  yourself  fully, 
without the gifts that grace and faith in Christ 
bring? 

It is a mystery.
Love bears all things, believes in all things, 

hopes all things, endures all things. 
In Christ we are free to love abundantly, 

to love those near and dear but also to love and 
service those who might not be our favorite 
people.

In great adversity, faith, hope and love 
abide, these three: and the greatest of  these is 
love.

Death and grief, as powerful as they are 
though, cannot conquer love. We know that 
from Easter morning. Love never ends.

On January 22, Dr. John Baumrucker gave a brief history of the Highland Bolivian Mission. Pic-
tured with him is Mary Adair Trumbly. The mission’s most recent project has been to provide 
wheelchairs to people in need around the city of Santa Cruz, Bolivia. So far over 1,000 wheel-



 Award Winning Eco-Friendly Interior Design

 828-526-0031 • barb@dornbushdesign.com
www.dornbushdesign.com
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Loma Linda
Farm

Dog Boarding • Day Care
Pastoral Park

in Home and Leash Free
Lodging in the lap of luxury

(828) 421-7922
Highlands Nc

lomalindafarm@gmail.com
www.lomalindafarm.com NC License #10978

Larry Houston
Rock Work

Walls • Fireplaces • Patios • Piers 
All Rock Work • Stucco

(828) 526-4138 or (828) 200-3551

JUST TALK TO ME 
I am 73. I am Pain-Free. Are You? 

CBD� HEALS 
�-�(-)i"---11111111111. 

VIVA WELLNESS 
526-1566
FAR INFRARED 8AUNA�eAPSULE 
HYDRO MASSAGE 8PA�C,APSULE 
WHOLE BODY 

VIBRATION 
5 Cottage Row • U.S. 64 East 

110 mins./ $25

•Police & Fire Reports•
The Highlands Fire & Rescue log 

from Jan. 30, 2019.
Jan. 30
• At 5:20 p.m., the dept. responded to 

a fire alarm at a residence on Bob Zahner 

Road.
Jan. 31
• At 3:58 p.m., the dept. responded to a 

fire alarm set off by a waterflow problem at 

• Interior
• Exterior

• Pressure Washing
• Drywall Repair

• Window Cleaning
• Gutter Cleaning

• Deck Repair
riospainting0864@gmail.com 

Find us on FaceBook
Owner Elias Rios

Fully Insured • 706-982-0864

Business Card Ads:
$17 per week BW

$22 per week Color
Classified Ads:

$6 for 10 words
20 cents each additional word

$2 for color highlight; $5 for graphic

a location on W. Church Street.
• At 5:57 p.m., the dept. responded to a 

mutual aid call from the Satolah FD but it 
was cancelled.

Feb. 1
• At At 3:37 a.m., the dept. responded to 

a mutual aid call from the Franklin FD.
Feb. 2
• At 1:39 a.m., the dept. responded to 

a motor vehicle accident on NC 28 south.
• At 10:59 p.m,. the dept. responded to 

a mutual aid call from Cashiers FD. It was 
cancelled.

Feb. 3
• At 7:01 a.m., the dept. responded to a 

fire alarm at a residence on Clubhouse Trail. 
The alarm was set off from burned food.

Feb. 4
• At 2:39 a.m., the dept. responded to a 

mutual aid call from the Scaly F&R dept. to 
assist on a structure fire.

• At 5:14 p.m. the dept. was first-re-
sponders to a location on Carolina Way.
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chestnut storage

Look for our sign!
10890 Buck Creek Rd. - 1/2 mile off Cashiers Rd near the hospital 

Storage Units Available
Secure 24 Hour Access

Easy In - Easy Out
Great Rates - Great Terms

Call today to find out why we’re
“Highland’s Premier Facility”

828-482-1045

Whiteside Cove  
Cottages

800-805-3558 • 828-526-2222

5 new log cabins 
nestled in the hemlocks 
on 25 acres at the base 

of Whiteside 
Mountain.

Allan Dearth & Sons
Generator 

Sales & Service, Inc.

828-526-9325
Cell: 828-200-1139

email: allandearth@msn.com

• Residential or  
Commercial 

• Over 40 Years  
Experience 

• Fast and Dependable
• FREE Estimates

• FREE Pick-up and 
Delivery

American 
Upholstery 

Same Phone Numbers:
(864) 638-9661 cell: (864) 710-9106

105 Ashley Drive • Walhalla, SC 29691
(Same Owners: Morris & Rachel Bible)

• Interior & Exterior Painting
• Pressure Washing

• House Maintenance
• Drywall Repair

• Deck Repair
Quality Work • Fully Insured

Lupe Gonzales
avpintura@gmail.com

828-332-1539 or 678-873-2927

• Grading
• Excavating
• Driveways
• Build sites

• Hauling
• Septic Systems 

Edwin Wilson
Cell (828) 421-3643 

Office/fax (828) 526-4758
wilsongrading@yahoo.com 

WE HAVE MOVED TO

Sample Books Available

l l l li t 1 l 
HIGHLANDER 1 
ROOFING SERVICES INC 

New & Re-Roofing Applications Including: 
Asphalt • Cedar • Metal & Synthetic Materials 

Showroom Location 
1511 Highlands Rd 
Franklin, NC 28734 

Office (828) 524-7773 
Cell (828) 526-6421 

luke@highlandernc.com 
www.highlandernc.com 

Mendoza Tree Expert
Quality Tree Care & Removal •14+ years

Juventino Mendoza
828-200-9217

Fully Insured 
• References Available

mendozatreeexpert@gmail.com

FIREWOOD FOR SALE

We now accept all credit cards

26 Highlands Plaza
Highlands, NC 28741

Phone: 828-526-3241
Fax: 828-482-9019
Email: rachelbkelleyllc@gmail.com

Rachel B. Kelley, PMHNP-BC
ARNP - Board Certified

Psychiatric • Mental Health
Medication Management
Positive Wellness

Highlands Automotive

Service
&

Repair

NC
Inspection

Station

2851 Cashiers Road • highlandsautomotive.com
828-787-2360

Ryan M. Bears
Broker

Pat Allen, Broker in Charge

Cell: 803-271-5426
Office: 828-526-8784

Ryan@patallenrealtygroup.com

MORALESPAINTINGSERVICES@GMAIL.COM

706.982.9768
828-226.5347

INTERIOR/EXTERIOR PAINTING • LAWN MAINTENANCE
HOUSE MAINTENANCE • QUALITY WORK

FULLY INSURED
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HELP WANTED
HELP WANTED 

IN AN UPSCALE WO-
MENS BOUTIQUE. 
Fun, friendly and fast 
paced environment. Re-
tail experience preferred. 
Part or full time needed. 
Saturdays are a require-
ment. Please call 828-371-
2582. (st. 2/7)  

OLD EDWARDS 
INN and Spa are look-
ing for the following 
employees Graphic Art-
ist/Marketing Assistant, 
Assistant Inn Manager,  
Bellmen, Housekeeping 
Supervisor, Housekeep-
ers & Turndown, Servers/
Bussers . Contact:  Pat 
Turnbull (828)787-2697. 
(2/14)

OLD EDWARDS 
INN and  Spa  a re 
looking for the follow-
ing employees Bellmen, 
Housekeeping Supervisor, 
Housekeepers & Turn-
down, Servers/Bussers, 
Graphic Artist. Contact: 
Pat Turnbull (828)787-
2697. (st. 1/24) 

M O U N T A I N 
FRESH GROCERY 
has full- and part-time 
positions available. Com-
petitive wages for all po-
sitions, 18+ only. Apply in 
person at 521 East Main 
Street in Highlands or call 
828-526-2400.

• Food Server, Ca-
shier, and Barista (in-
cludes tips)

• Dishwasher
• Pizza
• Bakery
• Grill line

P / T  C L E A N E R 
NEED TO CLEAN A 
OFFICE BUILDING 
IN CASHIERS daytime 
position pays 16.00 An 
hour,must pass background 
check and D/S contact Bob 
at RNLUNDYGVPM@
GMAIL.COM (st. 11/15)

HOUSEKEEPING 
P RO F E S S I O N A L S 
at Highlands-Cashiers 
Hospital. Generous shift 
differentials, paid time 
off, health insurance, and 
retirement benefits for 
full time roles. Apply today: 
missionhealth.org/careers. 
(st. 9/13)

ITEMS FOR SALE
TWIN BEDS - com-

plete set of 2, vintage look 
wooden headboards, and 
linens-$400. Beautiful an-
tique, tall 6 drawer ma-
hogany dresser-$350. Call 
(828) 482-2380. (st. 11/29)

ATTENTION AN-
TIQUE LOVERS. used 
fine furniture, some from 
England. Pub table with 
chairs, formal sofa, his and 
her parlor chairs, Henredon 
bedroom set, accent tables 
and collectibles. Please call 
or text Faye 828-421-7197 
or 828-421-3785. (st. 8/30) 

JACUZZI, WHIRL-
POOL BATH, 23 Jets, 
72” x 60”, 3 years old, cost 
$6,500; sell for $1,800 404-
358-3076. (st. 7/19) 

SERVICES 
GUTTER CLEAN-

ING, METAL FABRICA-
TON roof repairs, debris 
removal. Call 371-1103. 
(st. 4/26)

•Classifieds•
HIGHLANDS-CA-

SHIERS HANDI-MAN 
– Can fix anything inside 
or out. Carpentry, paint-
ing, pressure washing, lawn 
care, hauling. and will moni-
tor house during winter. 
Free Estimates. References. 
Call Tony. 828-200-5770 or 
828-482-0159. (9/20)

HIGH COUNTRY 
PHOTO/KEVIN VIN-
SON: scanning photos, 
slides & negatives to CD 
or DVD for easier view-
ing. Video transfer to DVD. 
Everything done in house. 
Leave message at 828-526-
5208. (st. 11/22)

REAL ESTATE FOR 
SALE

FLAT MOUNTAIN/ 
B R U S H  C R E E E K 
ACREAGE FOR SALE 
BY OWNER. 13.2 to-
tal acres, old mountain 
homestead. Beautiful views, 
several great building sites, 
old livable farm house, 
small studio size cabin, 
rental income possible, 
some pasture and some 
woods, partial fenced, well 
water, three different roads 
to enter property, sub-
dividable, amazing poten-
tial on this tract of land. 
Please call 706-400-2596 
or email vhchambers60@
yahoo.comfor more info. 
$800,000 OBO (12/20)

3.20 ACRES UN-
RESTRICTED. Power 
underground, borders Na-
tional forest, 190 degree 
view. 10 min to Main Street. 
3 septic fields, 1 well 7 
g p.m. 2 house founda-
tions established and ap-

proved by county inspec-
tors. 2Bed/2Bath Clayton 
home livable while building. 
Spring rights and more land 
available. For beautiful sun-
sets contact gracefamilia@
yahoo.com. (st. 9/21)

1.21 ACRES FOR 
SALE BY OWNER - 
OTTO, NC - $28,000. 
Lot 12 Quail Haven Road. 
Otto, NC. Price not firm...
open for negotiation. 
Please email if interested to 
ddmarsh15@aol.com or 
call/text to 239-980-0531. 
Please leave a message. (st. 
7/20) 

C O M M E R C I A L 
SPACE RENTALS

LOCATION IS EV-
ERYTHING! Prime retail 
space available on Main 
Street in Highlands: 3,000 
prime retail space available 
for rent starting March 
1, 2019 Contact Jody or 
Wood Lovell. Highlands 
Sotheby’s International 
Realty. 828.526.4104. (st. 
1/10) 

S O U T H E R N 
BELLS RESTAURANT 
on Cashiers Road for lease. 
Experienced restaurateurs 
only. Call 706-782-6252. 
(st. 5/3)

FALLS ON MAIN -– 
Up and Down units avail-
able. Call 706-782-6252. 
(st. 5/3). 

R E S I D E N T I A L 
RENTALS

N E W L Y 
G O R G E O U S L Y 
R E N O V AT E D  3 
BEDROOM 2 BATH 
in Highland Falls Country 
Club. 24-hr gated security, 
Meticulously maintained 
grounds. Nantahala Forest 
and several waterfalls 
within the country club. 
2 miles to Highlands’ Main 
Street’s boutique shopping 
and gourmet restaurants. 
Top of the line appliances, 
gas stove, quartz counter 
tops. Mountain chic at its 
finest. 6-month rental for 
December-May. $3,000/
mth.678-360-2296. (st. 
11/1) 

V A C A T I O N 
RENTAL : I n - t own 
Highlands 3bd/3ba. $420 
nightly. Visit our web 
site for more details, 
29brockcourt.wordpress.
com/ or call Chambers 
Agency 828-526-3717. 
Open year-round. (st. 
11/21)

AVAILABLE
HORSE BOARD-

ING. Room for one 
horse. Full board. Tranquil 
setting. Four-stall barn. Ex-
perienced care on prem-
ises. 24/7. $450/month. 
Call Verne at 421-7886 or 
Mase at 526-9843. (1/17)



Highlands Newspaper - Thurs., Feb. 7, 2019 - 828-200-1371 - Page 23

Main Street Inn & Bistro 
828-526-2590 • mainstreet-inn.com

“Ace is the Place.”

At Main & 3rd streets
Highlands 526-2157

Hardware
Reeves

3

www.highlandsiscalling.com
828-526-3717 

11

Country Club Properties
“Your local hometown 

Real Estate professionals.”
3 Offices 828-526-2520

www.CCPHighlandsNC.com

2 “Highlands is calling  
and I must go.”

Pam Nellis 
BROKER 

828-787-1895
pamela.nellis@yahoo.com 

� 
LANDMARK 
REAL ESTATE SALES 8: VACATION RENTALS 

A�u.o:-,n, 

www.LandmarkRG.com I 828-526-4663 I 225 Main St.

6

Suzanne McDavid
Broker

cell: (678) 276-6133 • Off: (828) 526-8300

401 N 5th St., Highlands

SILVER EAGLE 

349 Main Street, Highlands, NC
828.526.5190 silvereaglegallery.com

Native American Jewelry
  Crystal & Gem Gallery

The Log Cabin
Casual Dining in 1924 Joe Webb log cabin

Nightly at 5 p.m. • 828-526-5777
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Mitzi Rauers, Broker 
404-218-9123 

mitzi@meadowsmtnrealty.com
meadowsmountainrealty.com

13

K-H Park

Martin-Lipscomb 
Performing Arts Center 

(PAC)

5

 “Let me introduce you to our charming  
corner of the world.”

114 N. 4th Street • Highlands, NC

sheryl.wilson@sothebysrealty.com • highlandssir.com
office: 828.526.8300 • cell: 828.337.0706

Sheryl Wilson

474 Main Street 
828.526.3807 
wolfgangs.net

Re-opening for our 
25th Season  

Thursday, Feb. 14

Make Your Valent ines 
Reservat ion Today!

ANDREA
GABBARD
828.200.6742

andreagabbard@gmail.com

114 N. 4th Street
Highlands, NC 
828-526-4104

highlandssothebysrealty.com

Top 25 
Brokers in 

2018 
–HCBOR

Sotheby’s is the top 
firm in Highlands 

since 2014



www.firemt.com • (800) 775-4446

Cashmere
Scotland’s Best Knitwear

McCULLEY’S

“Top of the Hill”

242 S. 4th St.

Open 7 days a week
526-4407

33

828-526-2338

30...on the Verandah 
Restaurant

on Lake Sequoyah

www.ontheverandah.com

Open Year-Round
343-D Main Street. • 526-4035

Lunch 
11a-4p
Dinner 
5:30p

Closed
Thru Feb. 13

Paoletti

#1 Broker 
Highlands/Cashiers  

2001-2018 per  
Highlands-Cashiers MLS

7

8

9

6

 5 5

Jody Lovell • 828-526-4104
highlandssothebysrealty.com

Closed 
Jan. & Feb.

Re-opening in 
March

www.wildthymegourmet.com

Invest In An Extraordinary Experience
125 South 4th Street, Highlands • (828) 526-8118 • www.WhiteOakRG.com

Susie deVille, Broker Associate
828-371-2079

Bee Gleeson, Broker Associate
404-307-1415

Pat Gleeson, Owner, BIC
828-782-0472

 5

Pat Allen 
Broker-in-charge

Cell: 828-200-9179 
pat@patallenrealtygroup.com 

Office: 828-526-8784
295 Dillard Road

Highlands, NC 28741

 5

Not the Biggest ... Just the Best!

www.patallenrealtygroup.com 

Kurt Barbee
828-545-7272
Ryan Bears

803-271-5426
Christy Harris
404-229-8737 

Rick Harrison
404-906-5113 
Julie Osborn

BROKERS:
828-200-6165

Sherman Pope 
828-342-4277
Cy Timmons 
828-200-9762

Steve Sheppard
404-219-1349
Sheila Welch
828-342-0695

DAV ID 
BOCK 
BUILDERS 

www.BockBuilders.com 828-526-2240 

Top Producers for 14 Years

Thank you 
for a great Season! 

We will re-open 
April 4th, 2019


