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By Julie Schott
Last year was an outstanding 

year for land protection on the 
plateau! Highlands-Cashiers Land 
Trust (HCLT) was able to con-
serve six new places. This brings 
the total HCLT conserved prop-
erties to date to 3,230 acres in 100 
places! 

Chances are you already 
know about and enjoy some of  
the places that your Land Trust 
owns and protects such as Satu-
lah Mountain Preserves; Ravenel 
Park, home of  Sunset and Sunrise 
Rocks; McKinney Meadow and 
The Kelsey Trail to name a few. 
Highlands-Cashiers Land Trust 
protected properties range from 
the upper Nantahala River to the 
mountains overlooking Sylva to 
the rim of  Pantertown Valley in 
the Chattooga River. We protect 
streams, forests, wetlands and 
rock outcrops. Most of  our prop-
erties are not open to the public, 
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HCLT now 
protects 100 
properties

Recently, Jim Tate, Ronnie 
Beale and Derek Roland from 
Macon County joined voting del-
egates from counties throughout 
the state to determine the North 
Carolina Association of  County 
Commissioners’ (NCACC) legis-
lative priorities for the 2019-2020 
biennium session of  the North 
Carolina General Assembly. 
Governor Roy Cooper delivered 
keynote remarks and thanked 
county commissioners for their 
commitment to public service. 

“From broadband expan-
sion and capital needs in the 
school system to accessing men-
tal health services, all counties in 
North Carolina are facing chal-
lenges similar to those that we are 
experiencing in Macon County.  

Macon County 
commission 
reps line out  

NCACC 
Legislative 

Goals 

Highlands Middle and High School 
cheerleading teams take first at Asheville 

Highlands Middle School chearleading team flying high. Highlands High School chearleading team striking a pose.

By Brian O’Shea 
The intensity was high at the 

Spirit Xpress Regional cheer com-
petition when dozens of  teams 
gathered at AC Reynolds High 

School in Asheville on Saturday. 
Highlands Middle and High School 
teams performed and both walked 
away with first-place trophies in 
their divisions.

Head Coach Kristen 
Huneycutt said both teams did 
well and earned the win.

“They did great,” said 
•See CHEERLEADING page 6

A community building in 
which to hold social activities and 
charity events was envisioned for 

Highlands as early as 1931 with the 
proposed site on the Dillard Road. 
But it wasn’t until 1969 when the 

Rotary and the Jaycees got involved 
that the plan came to fruition.

Highlands Community Building gets 
much needed TLC and attention
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Highlands Mayor
Patrick Taylor

Word from NCDOT

Late Friday afternoon NCDOT notified the town manager that the planned paving of  
Main Street, US 64 and NC 28, scheduled to begin in April, has been postponed until April 
of  2020.  The five million dollar funds for the project were diverted to hurricane relief.  The 
project funds will be put back in the forthcoming  budget.

In the meantime, the Town Manager Josh Ward has requested DOT to make several 
temporary patches to problem road areas such as the one in front of  Reeves Hardware.

As to paving the trees on Main Street issue  was tabled at the last Town Board meeting. 
“The delay of  the paving of  Main Street gives everyone time to reassess plans and de-

signs for planting the trees,” said Mayor Pat Taylor.  “It is not a dead issue, just an issue that 
now has more time to process. The pressure to act immediately is now gone.”

Main Street paving has been postponed 
until April 2020

Most of  my week has 
been spent dealing 
with the North Caro-

lina Department of  Transporta-
tion. I will provide updates on 
projects this week and next week.

Monday morning Town 
Manager Josh Ward told me the 
DOT engineer in charge of  re-
paving Main Street, US 64 and 
NC 28 called late Friday to let us 
know the project had been post-
poned. The five million dollars 
for the project was diverted to hurricane di-
saster relief  in the eastern part of  the state. 
Consecutive hurricanes beginning with 
Mathew caused serious road and bridge 
problems that DOT continues to address. 
The repaving funds will be put back in the 
forthcoming budget so the badly needed re-
surfacing of  these major highways running 
through Highlands will now start in April 
of  2020.

I attended the meeting of  the South-
western Regional Planning Commission’s 
Transportation Advisory Committee on 
Monday night. I am a member of  this com-
mittee that prioritizes new road projects 
for this region. The committee is a part of  
a statewide DOT program known as the 

The lowdown on upcoming STIP projects
State Transportation Improve-
ment Program, aka STIP. Pro-
posed projects are placed on sev-
eral priority lists and are assigned 
points from regional committees 
like the one I’m on and by state 
DOT officials. A project moves 
up or down the list for funding 
based on points received. The to-
tal process can take 10 years for a 
project to move forward to com-
pletion.

Appearing on the STIP 5.0 
priority list that we reviewed was the NC 106 
project which was presented to the public 
last summer. DOT recently announced this 
project would probably never be funded. 
Nevertheless, it did appear at the bottom 
of  the STIP with a black line drawn right 
through the middle. It has been lined out 
and will not appear on the next priority list. 
It’s dead.

With that said, I still believe some mod-
est improvements should be made to NC 
106. One will be the replacement of  the 
bridge below Scaly Mountain that is sched-
uled to move forward. 

Some emergency pull-offs like the ones 
on the Gorge Road could also be done. 
There are several unpaved spaces that could 
be paved as pull-offs. There are several tight 
curves and intersections that could be modi-
fied to improve truck and school bus opera-
tions.

In Highlands I believe a well-designed 
sidewalk running to Main Street would be 
an improvement. A sidewalk system for all 
of  our major corridors is needed, especially 
since there is an increasing number of  peo-
ple walking on the shoulders of  these major 
highways. The limited sight distance on the 
curve at the Arnold Road intersection could 
also be improved.

But the improvements I suggest would 
not occur overnight. They require initiative 
and community support. They would have 
to be placed on a priority list and that in it-
self  would take time.

While there are Macon County road 
improvements still on the STIP Priority List, 
none are now within the Highlands Plateau. 
I don’t see any major projects here, at least 
during my tenure as mayor.

Next week I will provide a briefing of  
yesterday’s meeting with DOT concerning 
tractor-trailer trucks on the Gorge Road.
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• Highlands Area Dining •

Serving Lunch and Dinner Year-Round.
Gourmet Foods, Full Service Bar
Town Square at 343-D Main St. • Highlands

828-526-4035

Serving Lunch 
11a to 4p

Closed Wednesdays
DINNER: 

Mon.-Thurs. 5-10p • Fri.-Sun. 4-10p
For reservations call: 526-4429

332 Main Street • Highlands

Cyprus  
International Cuisine

Serving Dinner 
from 5:30p 

Closed Wednesdays
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Menus Printed Daily
Fresh Seasonal  

Ingredients
Now hiring all positions

474 Main Street | 828.526.3807 | wolfgangs.net

Re-opening for our 
25th Season Thursday, Feb. 14

Make Your Valent ines Reservat ion Today!

Open Year Round • 6 days

Asia House
Japanese • Asian• Thai Cuisine

Mon. thru Thurs., 11a to 10p
Fri., & Sat., 11a to 11 p

Sun., noon to 10p
828-787-1680 or 828-787-1900

We Cater!
151 Helen’s Barn Avenue

Please call for reservations

Closed Wednesdays AND Closed daily 3 to 4:30p 
CLOSED Feb. 1 through March 1

Coffee • Espresso Drinks
Smoothies • Hot Soup
Paninis • Baked Goods

On Main Street • Highlands
7 days a week • 7a to 6p • 526-0020

In Wright Square
137 Main Street

Dine In or Take Out
828-487-4633

Open Mon.-Sat. 7a to 4p • Sun. 8a to 3p
All Day Craft Breakfast, Lunch

and Pastries Galore
Vegan & Vegetarian Options

Eggs Your Way • Omelets 
Corn Beef  Hash • Eggs Benedict 

3 Chef-Crafted Soups Daily 
Salads

Hot Sandwiches Daily
Hand-made in-House Burgers

Panni Sandwiches • Cubans • Ruebens 
and much more!
Come See Us!
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MOUNTAIN FRESH GROCERY

CORNER OF FIFTH & MAIN, HIGHLANDS NC • 828.526.2400 • MFGRO.COM

COOKING FOR HIGHLANDS
MON-SAT OPEN AT 7AM AND SUNDAYS AT 8AM

EARLY-RISER SPECIALS
MONDAY THROUGH FRIDAY, 7:00AM - 8:00AM
COOKED-TO-ORDER FOR YOU!

SORRY!
NO SUBSTITUTIONS

OR DELETIONS ALLOWED.

NOT VALID ON HOLIDAYS

T H R E E - E G G
C H E E S E  O M E L E T

H O U S E - M A D E  B I S C U I T ,  T O A S T ,  O R  G R I T S
M A D E - I N - H O U S E  S A U S A G E ,  B A C O N ,  O R  H A M

8.50

T W O  E G G S
MADE-TO-ORDER

H O U S E - M A D E  B I S C U I T ,  T O A S T ,  O R  G R I T S
M A D E - I N - H O U S E  S A U S A G E ,  B A C O N ,  O R  H A M

7.50

S I L V E R  D O L L A R
PA N C A K E  S TA C K

F O U R  O F  O U R  H O U S E - M A D E  P A N C A K E S  W I T H  
R E A L  M A P L E  S Y R U P

M A D E - I N - H O U S E  S A U S A G E ,  B A C O N ,  O R  H A M
7.50

but they all benefit the public in some way.
These are our newest protected prop-

erties:
The Hartman’s gave their portion of  

Sunset Rock, expanding the HCLT owned 
Ravenel Park and protecting a larger por-
tion of  this Highland’s treasure.

Sassafras Gap Farm is a 22 acre prop-
erty donated by Stell Huie on the edge of  
Blue Valley that has a stunning view of  
Satulah Mountain and buffers Nantahala 
National Forest. 

Castor Meadows is a small old farm in 
the Glenville community donated by John 
Berteau with rare habitats including beaver 
wetland and early successional habitat. 

Dendy Orchard Knob is a small con-
servation easement donated by Ken Nim-
mons buffering Nantahala National Forest 
in the Turtle Pond community.

Cedar Hill is a 44-acre conservation 
easement on the eastern side of  Rock 
Mountain in Cashiers, overlooking Sap-
phire Valley. It protects rare species and 

...HCLT continued from page 1

Satulah Mountain with Black Rock and Whiteside Mountain in the background.

habitats, and adds to other HCLT protected 
lands in the area.

High Knob is a 150 acre conservation 
easement donated by Patrick Horan and 
Noel Thurner near Caney Fork and pro-
tected in partnership with the Open Space 
Institute. It protects a climate-resilient land-
scape that provides critical habitat for plants 
and animals as climatic changes happen and 
connects to a large swath of  other protected 
lands in the Nantahala and Pisgah National 
Forests. Several rare and endangered species 
call this property home.

To learn how you can preserve your 
family land or to find out how you can be-
come a member, contact Highlands-Cashiers 
Land Trust at 828-526-1111 or info.hitrust@
earthlink.net. We are a nationally accredited, 
501 c3 non-profit organization that depends 
on the support of  our members and grant-
ors to conserve new places and care for the 
properties we have. Together we are saving 
the places we all love and need.

These views are protected by HC Land Trust. This is Sunset Rock, Black Rock and Sagee.
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Advertising in 
Highlands Newspaper 

and online at 
www.highlandsinfo.com WORKS. 

For information, 
call 828-200-1371 or email: 

highlandseditor@aol.com

Book a private cooking class with Rachel 
at the Spice & Tea Exchange shop.

Get a group together and come ready 
for fun, good food and laughs!

$30/person

828-482-1609 • 330 Main Street, Highlands

Prepare to Fight the Winter Blues!

...CHEERLEADING continued from page 1

Fri. & Sat. 1, 4, and 7 p.m.; 
Sunday 1 and 4 p.m; 

NO MOVIES MONDAY; 
Tues., Wed., & Thurs. 1, 4, 7 p.m.

	 $10 / $2 off on Tuesdays.

Huneycutt. “All of  the 
stunts hit.”

Middle School won 
1st place Middle School 
Non-Tumble and re-
ceived a bid to the US 
Finals. High School won 
1st place in Medium 
Varsity Non-Tumble 
with a bid to the US 
Finals. Huneycutt said 
adding tumbling to the 
routine includes stunts 
like back-flips.

The Middle School 
team performed first. 
Things were running 
smoothly, until a slight 
mishap occurred with 
the hand-off  of  a sign, 
but the girls kept the 
show running and car-
ried on with smiles on 
their faces.

“I was really ner-
vous at the start, but 
really excited,” said 
6th-grader Katie Earp. 
“I was happy with the 
outcome of  it (perfor-
mance), it was really 
awesome.”

6th-grader Lathea 
Watts said it was exhila-
rating taking the stage.

“It felt really cool,” 
said Watts. “I was really 
excited and just felt like 
I could do anything. If  
we make a mistake, we 
rolled with it and forgot 
about it. It happens.”

Huneycutt said 
some last-minute chang-
es were made to the rou-

tine and the girls had a limited amount of  time to practice 
before the competition.

“This team has gone through some recent changes and 
all of  the members have worked very hard to be successful,” 
she said.

8th-grader Ashlynn Wilson said competing was her fa-
vorite part of  cheering. Once she took the stage in Asheville, 
she said she was thinking about her counts and where she 
needed to go.

“I think we did pretty good,” said Wilson. “All of  our 
stunts hit. There are still some things that we need to work 
on but overall, we did good and we were loud!”

The High School team performed and nailed their stunt 
sequence in the middle of  the routine, the most difficult part 
said Huneycutt. 

“It requires a lot of  focus and perfect timing,” she said. 
“The girls were more confident during this competition and 
it showed in their emotions and performance.”

High School team with trophy. 				               – Photos by Brian O’Shea

Middle School team with trophy.
Sophomore Zaia Rodriguez-Denardis said competi-

tions get everyone’s adrenaline pumping when they see hun-
dreds of  fans cheering them on when they take the floor.

“Right before we went on the floor at the competition, 
the nerves were everywhere,” said Rodriguez-Denardis. “In 
my head I always think this is just two minutes where I will 
own the floor. I’m always thinking about how it will feel 
after I win. And to this day it hasn’t disappointed.”

All routines consist of  a mix of  dance, stunts, and 
jumps. Rodriguez-Denardis said keeping spirits high while 
performing physically demanding stunts can be a challenge. 

“The hardest part of  our cheer routine by far, is the 
fact that after we’re lifting girls into the air, we have to race 
to do jumps and flips,” she said. “All the meanwhile keeping 
smiles on our faces and keeping the spirits high.”

Both Highlands cheerleading teams next compete at 
the Spring Classic in Asheville on April 26.
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� MOUNTAIN FRESH GROCERY 
EVER¥ FRIDAY AND SATURDAY NIGHT 
BEER, WINE, AND P.REMIUM COCKTAILS AVAILABLE 

FRIDAY NIGHT IS STEAKHOUSE NIGHT 
FROM 5:30PM TO 7:30PM (DINE-IN ONLY) 

18.99 
18.99 
23.99 
24.99 

ORDER FRON THE 6RILL 
GRILLED WILD-CAUGHT SALMON 
12-OUNCE NY STRIP
12-OUNCE RIBEYE
8-OUNCE FILET
TWO 5-OUNCE LOBSTER TAILS 24.99 

THEN HELP YOURSELF TO THE PREMIUM HOT AND 
COLD BAR WITH STEAKHOUSE SPECIALTIES SUCH AS: 

FRENCH ONION SOUP, SPINACH GRATIN, 
BAKED POTATOES, STEAK FRIES, MAC 'N CHEESE, 

SHERRI ED MUSHROOMS, POTATOES AU GRATIN, FRENCH 
GREEN BEANS, AND DESSERT. 

SATURDAY NIGHT IS BARBEQUE NIGHT 
FROM 5:30PM TO 7:30PM (DINE-IN ONLY) 

Adults $13.99 I 10 and under $7.99 
CONTINUOUSLY SERVED FRESH FROM THE HOT BAR! 

Rotating BBQ selections such as: 
PULLED PORK 

SMOKED CHICKEN 
SMOKED RIBS 
BEEF BRISKET 
FLANK STEAK 

SIDES MAY INCLUDE: 
CORNBREAD, COLLARD GREENS, COLESLAW, 

BAKED BEANS, AND HUSHPUPPIES. 

VISIT MFGRO.COM FOR DETAILS 

COOKING FOR HIG HLANDS 
MON-SAT OPEN AT 7AM AND SUNDAYS AT 8AM 

CORNER OF FIFTH & MAIN, HIGHLANDS NC • 828.526.2400 • MFGRO.COM 

•Word Matter•

Bud Katz

It’s All Greek to Me

I’ve been told Chinese is a 
very difficult language to 
learn. I know barely enough 

to order food from a restaurant 
menu and not be subjected to 
the kind of  look I often give 
English-speaking folks who 
really butcher the language. 
Since I don’t plan to visit China 
anytime soon I probably don’t 
need to learn the language, but 
I have to wonder if  Chinese is as difficult 
for someone to learn than American-style 
English. 

The genesis of  this meandering line 
of  thought surfaced while I was listening 
to a 1972 song written by Ray Stevens. The 
song, Dead Skunk in the Middle of  the 
Road, is unimportant and is, frankly, not 
the greatest example of  American music. 
What is relevant is that I learned – thank 
you, Google – I apparently have been 
mispronouncing the name of  the artist, 
Loudon Wainright III, for nearly half  a 
century. I got the Wainright part right, but 
the Loudon … not so much. Glad I never 
bumped into him, or Loudon the first or 
second. I don’t believe there’s a Loudon 
the fourth, but I digress.

Despite some certainty I’d heard the 
name pronounced as I had often used it 
by some DJ at some time in the last nearly 
half-century, I’d been saying his name as 
if  the first syllable was the word loud and 
the second syllable was on, like the defi-
nition of  atop. LOUD-on, as it is spelled, 
with emphasis on the first syllable. An 
old friend once attempted to correct me. 
“No,” she said, “the name is pronounced 
as if  the first syllable was British slang for 
bathroom: LOO.” The second syllable, 
she said, was pronounced like the first half  
the first name of  the current occupant of  
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, Don. So, she 
said to me, “It’s LOO-Don, emphasis on 
LOO”. 

It was unsettling to learn neither of  us 
was correct.

Mr. Wainright’s name, again, accord-
ing to Google, is pronounced LOO-din. 
Think of  it as the British slang for the 
bathroom, plus another word for noise. It’s 
pronounced similarly, I guess, to the name 
of  the cough drop company, Luden. 

Speaking of  cough drops, if  you’re 
in any way a word person, consider, and 
remember, we’re talking about American-

style English now, how many 
different ways there are to pro-
nounce the four letters, ough. 
There’s cough, rough, through, 
thorough, dough, bough, 
thought … you get the idea. 
Now imagine how difficult it 
would be to explain American 
English linguistic nuances such 
as this one to someone from 
China who speaks no English 

at all, but who speak Chinese fluently.
For the record, there are two distinct 

Chinese languages: Mandarin and Canton-
ese. They contain seven dialects: Jin, Wu, 
Gan, Xiang, Min, Hakka, Yue, Ping, and 
Huizhou. Don’t get me started on correct 
pronunciation. Huizhou, for example, is 
correctly pronounced WE-zoo. I have no 
earthly idea what it looks like when written. 
American English contains no fewer than 
24 dialects. Think about that.

I often hear people lament the fact 
that other people in America don’t speak 
English. It would be nice if  they did, but 
one thing I do know is that learning a new 
language as an adult is way harder than 
learning it as a child, at home and in school.

Many, no, most Americans aren’t as 
fluent in English as they believe they are. 
I often find myself, and I have a B.A. in 
English, unable to get something on paper 
without alerting the spell/grammar checker 
on my word processor to at least a few typi-
cally minor flaws. Imagine being an adult 
with a moderate education who comes to 
the U.S. and is expected to speak English 
immediately upon arrival. As the Queen 
herself  might say, that ain’t easy.

Depending on your perspective it can 
be either frustrating or rewarding to attempt 
assisting a non-English speaker who needs 
help. Over the years I’ve found myself  on 
both sides of  this situation. Thankfully, I’ve 
managed to make myself  understood or 
have been able to understand the person 
with whom I was interacting. Patience, it is 
said, is a virtue in such circumstances. 

I’m using this column today to apolo-
gize to Mr. Loudon (pronounced LOO-
din) Wainright III for getting it wrong for 
so many years. I promise I will never make 
that mistake again. 

I’m pretty sure it would have been eas-
ier had his parents named him George, or 
Fred, or maybe even Bud. Yep. Bud Wain-
right III. That would work. 



Advertising in Highlands Newspaper and online at 
www.highlandsinfo.com WORKS. 

For information, call 828-200-1371 or email: 
highlandseditor@aol.com
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330 Dillard 
Road
Above

Highlands 
Decorating 

Center
828-526-4192

Taylor Barnes Spa
• Therapeutic Massage
• Age Defying Facials

• Euphoric Feet & Reflexology
• Tuscan Wine Body Polish

• Personal Training

Taylor Barnes Salon
• Color, Cuts, 

• Make-up
• Up-Dos

• Hair Extensions
• Manicures
• Pedicures

Dr. Joseph H. Wilbanks, D.D.S.

706-886-9439 • 800-884-9439

278 East Doyle St. • Toccoa, GA

COMPLETE DENTAL CARE UNDER ONE ROOF.

You are only 50 miles away from 30 years experience in top-
notch, high-tech, one-stop dentistry known for its gentle touch. 

• Dental Implants • Root Canal 
Therapy

• SINGLE VISIT CROWNS! 
• Orthodontics including Invisalign  

• Wisdom Teeth Extractions 
and of course Fillings and Cleanings.

(IV Sedation, too)

www.WilbanksSmileCenter.com

Welcoming new patients 
Appointments may be made by calling 828-631-8800

MyHarrisRegional.com

• Family care
• Disease Prevention
• Preventive care
• General health

welcomesHarris Regional Hospital

Family Care

Specialized family care close to 
home    WALK-IN'S WELCOME

Harris Family Care - Cullowhee

LOCATION:
4121 Little Savannah Road 

Cullowhee, NC 28723

HOURS:
Monday - Friday
8:30 AM - 4:30 PM

WALK-IN'S WELCOME

Todd Davis, MD

Highlands ice skating rink at K-H Founders Park on Pine Street is open 
Thursdays 1-8, p.m. Friday and Saturday 1-10 p.m. and Sundays 1-5 p.m.  
- weather permitting through March 3rd. The cost is $5 and includes 
skates. Coffee, hot chocolate and water are available for $1. 

– Photo by Brian O’Shea

Winter fun in Highlands is on
Some wins ... some 

losses
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MOUNTAIN
FRESH
GROCERY

Online ordering and payment at mfgro.com 
Building community through good food.

PIZZA
Neapolitan 
NY Style

Gluten-free 

ITALIAN STREET FOOD
Pasta

Stromboli
Salad

ONLINE ORDERING NOW AVAILABLE
MFGRO.COM

Movies at the Playhouse 
NEW SCHEDULE
Fri. & Sat. 1, 4, and 7 p.m.; 

Sunday 1 and 4 p.m; 
NO MOVIES MONDAY; 

Tues., Wed., & Thurs. 1, 4, 7 
p.m.

Tickets are $10 / $2 off on 
Tuesdays.

•HS Sports •

Kedra McCall

This week 
h i g h 
s c h o o l 

basketball played 
Rosman, Swain, 
and Hiwassee 
Dam.

Both JV girls 
and varsity girls 
beat Rosman 
soundly. JV boys 
also beat Rosman 
but the varsity 
boys didn’t quite get it. 

The teams then played Swain where 
JV boys, varsity girls and boys won. The JV 
girls did not play because Swain does not 
have a JV girls’ team. They took a clean, 
3-game sweep over Swain. 

Finally, they played Hiwassee Dam for 
a conference game. 

The only team to win was the JV boys. 
The rest came very close but couldn’t quite 
finish on top. 

Their next home game will be Friday, 
February 1st. They will play a conference 
game against Blue Ridge starting at 5 pm 
with no JV girls. This will be their senior 
night so come out and show the seniors as 
well as all Highlanders your love and sup-
port. 

Middle school basketball played both 
Cullowhee and Tallulah Falls. Neither girls 
nor boys could pull out a win over either 
team. They will not have any more home 
games this season. Their Tri-State tourna-
ment has begun so go and support them as 
they wrap up their season. 

Some wins ... some 
losses
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Experts in

LET’S GO 
AGAIN

For an appointment with a provider that is an expert in your 
orthopedic care, call 844.414.DOCS.

MyHarrisRegional.com

Orthopedic Care for every adventure.
With board-certified orthopedic surgeons, outpatient therapy that accepts appointments 

without a physician referral, restorative care and pain management, Harris Regional Hospital 

offers comprehensive orthopedic care. We are committed to caring for you where you need 

it most—close to home and with the providers and staff you trust.

•Investing at 4,118 ft•

Thursday, Feb. 14

Call to see how.
Robert T. Buchanan MD, F.A.C.S.
Board Certified Plastic Surgeon

209 Hospital Dr. Suite 202, Highlands, NC 
828-526-3783

www.PlasticSurgeryToday.com

Center 
for 

Plastic 
Surgery 

When homebuyers begin 
their research, they want 
to see all their available 

options! In many cases, they will 
include both new construction 
and existing homes in their search; 
but is a new construction home 
really the house of  their dreams?

According to a recent survey 
by Zillow, of  the 38% of  total buy-
ers that added new construction to 
their list, only 11% ultimately pur-
chased a newly constructed home!

They added that 71% of  these 
buyers are repeat buyers who are 
financially secure, with 45% using 
the money from the sale of  their 
previous homes to make a pur-
chase.

So, then why did most of  the 
buyers surveyed choose not to 
purchase a new home?

1) Location - Buyers could 
not find new construction in the 
desired neighborhood, and some 
felt that new construction is not 
established (e.g., landscaping, 

community, neighbors).
2) Timing - Buyers face the 

end of  a lease or sale of  their cur-
rent property and could not wait 
for a house to be built.

3) Price - Some buyers felt 
that new construction base prices 
were deceiving. Adding upgrades 
and HOA fees no longer made 

the home fit in their price range.
4) Appeal - For some buy-

ers, new construction homes are 
too “cookie cutter,” and models 
are limited. Others feel that the 
charm and uniqueness of  an ex-
isting house trumps one that’s 
never been lived in.

Bottom line…Not all buy-
ers are looking for a newly 
built house! There are many 
buyers looking for “the charm 
and uniqueness” of  an existing 
home. If  you are considering 
selling your house, don’t wait! 

• Lynn Kimball has 44 years of  
real estate experience, with 34 years 
serving the Highlands Cashiers area. 
She has gained Emeritus Status with 
the National Association of  Real-
tors and is currently serving as Vice 
President for the Highlands Cashiers 
Board of  Realtors. Whether you are 
interested in searching properties or 
comprehensive information about our 
area, you are invited to visit her user 
friendly website at www.signature-
properties-nc.com. BHHS Meadows 
Mountain Realty has three locations, 
on Main Street downtown Highlands, 
on HWY 107 South in Downtown 
Cashiers or visit Lynn at the Cashiers 
Road location across from Highlands 
Falls Country Club. Lynn Kimball 
may be reached at 828-421-8193 or 
by email at Lynn@MeadowsMtnRe-
alty.com.

Do You Prefer the Charm of an Existing Home?

Lynn Kimball
Berkshire Hathaway 

HomeServices
Meadows Mountain Realty

Project SEARCH will hold an 
information session at Mission Hos-
pital, 1 Hospital Drive, Room 5205, 
in Asheville at 6 pm. The program 
offers a one-year internship for stu-
dents with intellectual or develop-
mental disabilities. Its goal is to help 
the students, ages 18 to 30, achieve 
their goals of securing meaningful, 
competitive employment. Speakers 
will include Tim Blekicki, Mission 
Health Project SEARCH instructor, 
and the job coach, as well as current 
and past interns, and program part-
ners. There’s a Q&A at the end for 
parents and students. For questions, 
please contact Tim Blekicki at tble-
kicki@arcnc.org or 828-254-4771 
or visit https://arcnc.org/project-
search-asheville.

Internships are
available through 
SEARCH program
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...BUILDING from 
page 1

Rachel B Kelley,
ARNP, PMHNP-BC

Nationally Board Certified

Now Accepting New Patients
Please Call 828-526-3241 to 
Schedule Your Appointment

“I am available to take care of 
your mental health needs and 

prescription medications.” 

Psychiatric Mental Health 
and Positive Wellness and
Medication Management

Diagnosing and Treating 
the Following:
• Depression

• Anxiety Disorders
• Bipolar Disorders
• Mood Disorders

• Eating Discorders
• Grief & Loss

• Personality Disorders
• OCD

• Social Phobia
• ADHD/ADD

• Recovery Support
• Insomnia

Rachelbkelleyllc@gmail.com
828-526-3241

26 Highlands Plaza
Highlands, NC

Open Everyday!

COREY JAMES GALLERY
& Estate Consignments

(828) 526-4818
On the corner of 3rd & Spring

While still in the talking stages, the 
Jaycees took it upon themselves to build a 
new community building at the north end 
of  the ball park on Poplar Street.

Designed by Jim Fox to hold 120 
people, construction began by the Jaycees 
after they raised enough money to get 
started.

After many fundraising events like 
the first Monte Carlo charity event, an an-
nual Jaycees golf  tournament, and even an 
ox-roast festival, the Highlands Commu-
nity Building was completed in 1979.

For their efforts, the Jaycees won the 
state’s “best project” award.

Jaycees is a leadership training and 
civic organization for people between the 
ages of  18 and 40 and is a branch of  Ju-
nior Chamber International.

Over the years, many a party has been 
held in the building, as well as rotary meet-
ings, school functions and dances, and for 
more than a decade, town meetings have 
been held there.

In 2018, the town decided to invest in 
the building and make some much needed 
improvements.

The town’s FY 2018-‘19 budget in-
cluded $50,000 for the Community Build-
ing – $19,000 was allotted for interior 
painting, $19,000 for flooring, and $12,000 
for new sign. 

Gone is the parquet dance floor and 
the stained carpet that covered the rest of  
the floor. Now new engineered flooring 
covers the expanse making for a clean and 
streamlined look.

The inside has been painted an off-
white all the way up and through the raf-
ters. 

•See BUILDING page 17

Roofers removing old shingles on the  
Community Building on Poplar Street.

– Photo by Brian O’Shea
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NOTE
• The Rec Park is now taking 

teams for the Spring Men’s League 
Basketball league through February 
1st.For any other information con-
tact Lester Norris or Maxine Ramey 
at 828-526-3556.

•Highlands Area Events •
• The Bascom has gone to win-

ter hours. We will be open Friday - 
Monday 10am -5pm (Sundays 12pm - 
5pm). The Bascom galleries and shops 
will be closed Tuesdays - Thursdays. 
Admin offices and The Dave Drake 
Studio Barn are open normal busi-
ness hours. Visitors are welcome to 
enjoy the newly updated Story Walk 
Trail throughout the week.

Monday - Saturday 
• At the Bascom, 10am - 5pm, 

Sunday 12pm - 5pm: Open Studio 
in The Dave Drake Studio Barn. For 
more information call 828-526-4949. 

• At the Bascom, Art By Appoint-
ment private ceramic classes in The 
Dave Drake Studio Barn. For more 
information call 828-526-4949.

Monday - Friday 
• At the Bascom, You Too Can 

Raku by appointment class in The 
Dave Drake Studio Barn. For more 
information call 828-526-4949.

First Mondays
• Shortoff Baptist Church non-

denominational Men’s Mtg at 7p.
Mondays
• At the Bascom, 10am - 1pm: 

Studio Alive drawing group, For more 
information call 828-526-4949.

Mon. & Thurs.
• The Joy Program at HUMC 

11:30a to 1:30p. Includes a free lunch 
and a variety of programs and games. 
All seniors are welcome. For more 
info, call Tricia Smith at 828-338-8167. 

Mon.-Wed.
• Hip Hop classes with Tori 

Schmitt 5:30-6:30. 
• Gentle Yoga at the Rec park at 

9:30-10:30 a.m.. All levels welcome. 
Mon., Wed., Fri.
• Heart Healthy Exercise Class 

Monday, Wednesday and Friday 
8:30am-9:30am. 

• Aerobics with Tina Rogers 8-9a.
Mon., Wed., Thurs.
• Pickle Ball at the Recreation 

Department Gym 10:30am -1pm
Tuesdays
• FREE Community Table Dinner 

at the Community Bldg. at 6p. 
• The Humanist Discussion 

Group meets from 10:30-11:30a in 

Ongoing
• Movies at the Playhouse – NEW 

SCHEDULE – Fri. & Sat. 1, 4, and 7 
p.m.; Sunday 1 and 4 p.m; NO MOV-
IES MONDAY; Tues., Wed., and Thurs. 
1, 4, 7 p.m. Tickets are $10 / $2 off on 
Tuesdays.

the Meeting Room in the back of 
Hudson Library,

• The Highlands Writers Group 
meets to read, workshop, or to just 
share information on writing, every 
Tuesday, 3pm-5pm, in the downstairs 
board room at The Bascom, 323 
Franklin Road, Highlands, For more 
information, call 828-526-3190. 

Tuesday 
• At the Bascom, 3:00pm - 5pm: 

Writers group. For more information 
call 828-526-4949.

2nd and 4th Tuesdays
• OccupyWNC meets at the 

7pm in the Sneak E. Squirrel Com-
munity Room (1314 Main St., Sylva. 
Visit www.occupywnc.org or call 
828.331.1524

Third Tuesday
• The Macon County Poultry club 

meets to discuss topics related to 
raising backyard chickens. For more 
information please call 828-349-2046 
or 828-369-3916.

Tuesday and Thursdays
• Exercise Class with Michelle 

Lane at 5:30. A combination class 
with many different styles of exercise 
at Rec Park.

First Wednesdays
• Family Movies at the Hudson 

Library at 3:30pm. Call 828-526-3031 
for titles.

3rd Wednesdays
• Recently released movies at 

Hudson Library at 2pm. Call 828-526-
3031 for titles.

Wed. & Fri.
• Duplicate Bridge 12-4pm at Rec 

Park.
 Thursdays
• Storytime with Miss Deanna at 

Hudson Library 10:40 am. Open to 
the public. 

• NAMI Support Group for in-
dividuals dealing with mental illness 
and the family members of individu-
als dealing with these challenges from 
7 – 8:15pm at First United Methodist 
Church Out Reach Center on West 
Main Street in Franklin Call Donita 
for more info (828) 526-9510.

• Hip Hop classes with Tori 
Schmitt at 6:30-7:30 at the Rec Park.

 • Lap Swim: Monday-Friday 6-10a. 6 lanes and Monday-Thursday 3:30-7p. 1-2 
lanes (shared Pool) and Saturday 10-11a 2 or 3 lanes.

• Adult Swim: 18 years plus Monday-Friday 11:30-1:30p no lap lanes and Sat-
urday 10-11a shared with lap swim. Available Equipment: water weights, adult pool 
noodles, fins, water jog belt & kickboards.

• Public Swim: Monday-Thursday 3:20-7p Saturday 11am-6pm, Sunday 
1-6pmand Sunday 1-6p.

• Water Aerobics: 18 years plus Monday-Friday 10:15-11a.
• Aqua Dance and Fitness: Monday 5:30-6:30p.
• Baby and Me class: Ages 6 month-3 years Friday 5:30-6p.
• Movie Night: all ages First Friday night of  every month. Pool opens at 6:30 and 

movie starts at 7p. Call for movie title and prices
• Pool Parties: available Friday, Saturday and Sunday evenings 6-8p.
Call the pool at 828-526-1595 if  you have any questions concerning the pool.

Winter Pool schedule

If  you’re a 
Muggle who wants 
to learn your way 
around Diagon Al-
ley, or you’ve ever 
been considered 
for a position in the 
Ministry of  Magic, 
visit the Highlands’ 
Hudson Library or 
the Albert Carlton-
Cashiers Communi-
ty Library for Harry 
Potter Family Day/Night Thursday, Feb-
ruary 7. 

In Highlands, The Bascom, will help 
host an unforgettable Harry Potter Kids 
Zone event. The fun kicks off  at 3:30 PM 
on Thursday.

 At Harry Potter Kids Zone,  the 
wonder of  J.K. Rowling’s unforgettable 
stories will be explored and, most excit-
ingly, the next generation of  readers will 
be introduced to the unparalleled magic 
of  Harry Potter. At Hudson Library, 
young wizards, witches and Muggles will 
be treated to an afternoon of  magical 
games, readings from favorite Harry Pot-
ter books, and Harry Potter art projects! 
It all begins when the Sorting Hat decides 

Harry Potter Family Day/Night at Hudson 
and Cashiers libraries Thurs., Feb. 7

who will be in which 
house.

This is a first 
Harry Potter Book 
Night for Cashiers 
and it’s set for 5-7 
p.m. Thursday. It 
will be an event-
filled night full of  
the wondrous magic 
J.K. Rowling so ex-
pertly created in her 
books. 

Cashiers participants, who are en-
couraged to arrive dressed as their favor-
ite Potterverse character, will discover a 
party in full swing, complete with snacks, 
games, crafts, readings and trivia chal-
lenges. At the core of  the event is a deep 
appreciation for the Harry Potter books, 
which have a rabid fanbase that stretches 
around the world, and even a few realms 
beyond. 

As Hermione Granger says in Har-
ry Potter and the Chamber of  Secrets, 
“When in doubt, go to the library!” But 
there’s no doubt about this: Harry Pot-
ter Book Day/Night celebrations at area 
libraries will be magical, bookish fun for 
the entire family!
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2nd Thursdays
• Sapphire Valley Needlepoint 

Guild meets at the Highlands Rec 
Park at 10 a.m. 

3rd Thursdays
• Highlands Area Indivisible group 

meets at 5 p.m. at the Highlands Hud-
son Library.

• Kidney Smart Classes in Frank-
lin: from 4:30-6pm, Angel Medical 
Center, Video Conference Room, 3rd 
Floor, 120 Riverview St. Contact Ma-
jestic 828-369-9474

1st and 3rd Thursdays
• Indivisible Highlands, a non-

partisan activist group meets at the 
Hudson Library at 5p. For info call 
770-823-0601

Fourth Thursday
• At the Hudson Library, Kids 

Zone LEGO Club. Intended primarily 
for kids in grades 1-5, LEGO Club al-
lows creativity and STEM skills to de-
velop together as kids enjoy making 
LEGO creations. 

First Fridays
• Movie Night- all ages First Fri-

day night of every month. Pool opens 
at 6:30 and movie starts at 7 p.m. Call 
for movie title and prices. For any 
other information call 828-526-1595.

Friday - Monday 
• At the Bascom, 10am - 5pm 

(Sundays 12pm - 5pm): Free Admis-
sion to exhibition spaces and SmArt 
Space for children. For more informa-
tion call 828-526-4949.

Saturdays
• At The Bascom, Pottery Sale in 

the barn from 10a to 5p.
• Scrabble at Hudson Library 

from 1-4 p.m. Bring board if possible. 
All are welcome. 727-871-8298.

• The Bascom Knitters on the 
Terrace at The Bascom from 10 am 
until noon or downstairs in The Bas-
com Library room.

• At the Bascom, 10am - 12pm: 
Community Knitters group, For more 
information call 828-526-4949.

Sundays
• Live Music in OEI’s Humming-

bird Lounge 8 p.m. to close with Paul 
Jones.

Fri., Feb. 1

• The High Mountain Squares will 
host their “Super Bowl Dance,” Fri-
day night at the Robert C Carpenter 
Community Building, GA Road (441 
South), Franklin, NC from 6:15 to 8:45 
PM. Marty Northrup from Charlotte, 
NC will be the caller. We dance West-
ern Style Square Dancing, main/stream 
and plus levels.  Everyone is welcome. 
For information call:  828-787-2324, 
828-332-0001, 706-746-5426. 

Sat., Feb. 2
• At PAC, Bizet’s Carmen, Live via 

Satellite featuring the Metropolitan 
Opera (NYC) at 12:55 with a pre-
opera discussion 30 minutes prior. 
Tickets are available online: www.high-
landspac.org, at the door or by calling: 
828.526.9047. Highlands Performing 
Arts Center, 507 Chestnut Street, 

Wed., Feb. 6
• Some concerned citizens will 

hold a discussion about the anomalies 
of the recent California fires at the 
Macon County Public Library at 7:30 
pm in Franklin. Preceding the discus-
sion will be a visual presentation along 
with a conference call interview of a 
survivor of the Paradise Fire. We are 
hoping to form a local research group. 
Contact Ruth Bishop at 800-736-3351.

Thurs.,, Feb.7 
• Harry Potter Family Night at 

the Albert Carlton Cashiers Commu-
nity Library from 5-7 p.m. Participants, 
who are encouraged to arrive dressed 
as their favorite Potterverse character, 
will discover a party in full swing, com-
plete with snacks, games, crafts, read-
ings and trivia challenges. At the core 
of the event is a deep appreciation for 
the Harry Potter books, which have 
a rabid fanbase that stretches around 
the world, and even a few realms be-
yond. 

Sat. Feb. 9
• The Nantahala Hiking Club will 

take a moderate-to-strenuous hike 
at Coweeta Hydrological Lab on 
the Ridge Trail to Dyke Gap, eleva-
tion change 950 ft., with good views 
of Albert Mtn., returning down Cun-
ningham Branch to Shope Fork and 
Coweeta office complex. Meet at 
Westgate Plaza in Franklin at 9am, 

•Highlands Area Events •
drive 16 miles round trip. Call Leader 
Gail Lehman, 524-5298, for reserva-
tions. Visitors welcome.

• Democratic meeting in The 
Hudson Library Meeting Room from 
5: -7 pm. Appetizers and Wine. A back-
room political meeting to create a 
Democrat Manifesto ( For what do we 
stand? And to formulate the principles 
from which all policies would come)

Wed., Feb. 13
• Project SEARCH will hold an 

information session night at Mission 
Hospital, 1 Hospital Drive, Room 
5205, in Asheville, on at 6 pm. Project 
SEARCH is a partnership between 
Mission Health, The Arc of North Car-
olina, A-B Tech, NC Vocational Rehabil-
itation, Vaya Health and the NC Coun-
cil on Developmental Disabilities. The 

program offers a one-year internship 
for students with intellectual or de-
velopmental disabilities. Its goal is to 
help the students, who range in age 
from 18 to 30, achieve their goal of 
securing meaningful, competitive em-
ployment. This session is a one-hour 
introduction and determination of 
candidacy appropriateness. Speak-
ers will include Tim Blekicki, Mission 
Health Project SEARCH instructor, 
and the job coach, as well as current 
and past interns, and representatives 
of program partners. There’s a Q&A 
at the end for parents and students. 
For questions, please contact Tim 
Blekicki at tblekicki@arcnc.org or 
828-254-4771 or visit https://arcnc.
org/project-search-asheville.

The Highlands Performing Arts Center will present the MET Opera’s production of  
Carmen on Saturday, February 2 at 12:55pm. Bizet’s Carmen is one of  the World’s 
most popular operas. It’s the story of  an intriguing, sensual gypsy, a soldier who falls in 
love with her and a toreador who intervenes. It could be called, “fatal attraction.” And 
… yes … someone dies. But, in the end the music rules. Even if  you haven’t seen or 
heard the opera before, you’ll likely recognize much of  the music. Carmen arias have 
been used in the Muppets, Sesame Street, Gilligan’s Island, Bad News Bears, a Bertolli 
pasta commercial and even in Major League Baseball. A pre-opera discussion will begin 
at 12:30pm. Tickets are available online: highlandspac.org or at the door. Highlands 
Performing Arts Center, 507 Chestnut Street, Highlands NC

MET’s ‘Carmen’ live via satellite  
at PAC Sat., Feb. 2

• See EVENTS page 14
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• Full Service Automobile Detailing
• Purveyor and Consignor of Luxury, Exotic
and Vintage Motorcars

• White Glove Transport Specialist
• We Pay Top Dollar for High Quality Vehicles

$75 OFF 
Any Complete Detail Service 

Dec. 1, 2018 to March 31, 2019

518 Dillard Road • Highlands, NC
828-526-1900 • www.thecarbutlernc.com

...EVENTS continued from page 13

Complete Home Furnishings

White Glove Delivery Throughout The Southeast & Beyond
2089 Dillard Road, Highlands  |  2 miles from Main Street  |  828-526-5577  |  www.summerhousehighlands.com

515687

Visit our Bed
& Bath Shop
FINE LINENS  •  ACCESSORIES 

PAJAMAS  •  TOWELS  •  SHEETS

We have it all!
MONDAY – SATURDAY

9 AM – 5 PM

SUNDAY – CLOSED UNTIL MAY

Fri., Feb. 15
• Senior Dinner at 12 noon at The 

Highlands Recreation Department.For 
any other information contact Lester 
Norris or Maxine Ramey at 828-526-
3556. 

Sat., Feb. 16 
• The Nantahala Hiking Club will 

take a moderate 3-mile hike with 
some ups and downs along the way to 
Yellow Branch Falls, one of the most 
scenic falls in western SC, 60 ft. high 
with dark rocky ledges over which the 
water falls (some say) like icing on a 
chocolate cake. Meet at Cashiers Rec 
Park at 10am, drive 50 miles round 
trip. Call leaders Mike and Sue Kettles, 
743-1079, for reservations. Visitors 
welcome.

Sat., Feb. 23 
• The Nantahala Hiking Club will 

take a moderate 6-mile hike, elevation 
change 520 ft., from Warwoman Dell 
to Martin Creek Falls on a lovely lei-
surely section of the GA. Bartram Trail. 
Meet at Smoky Mtn. Visitor Center at 
9am, drive 15 miles round trip. Call 

leader Mary Stone, 369-7352, for res-
ervations. Visitors welcome.

• The Nantahala Hiking Club will 
take a moderate-to-strenuous 9.2-
mile hike, elevation change 800 ft., on 
the Cataloochee Divide in the Smoky 
Mtn. Nat’l. Park to the Appalachian 
Highland Science Learning Center, 
with beautiful views along the way. 
Meet at Waynesville Ingles at 9 am, 
drive 30 miles round trip (100 miles 
from Franklin) Hike is limited to 15. 
Call leader Keith Patton, 456-8895, 
for reservations.

Sat., Feb. 24
• The Nantahala Hiking Club 

will take a moderate 4.5-mile hike 
in the Smoky Mtn. Nat’l. Park, eleva-
tion change 500 ft., along Deep Creek 
(with two waterfalls along the way), 
then cross over to Sunkota Ridge, and 
return to Deep Creek. Meet at Dills-
boro Huddle House at 10am, drive 
40 miles round trip. Call leader Jody 
Burtner, 828-788-2985, for reserva-
tions. Visitors welcome.
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OPEN 7 DAYS 
Mon-Thurs: • 11a to 5p • Fri-Sat: 10:30a to 5:30p • Sun: 12-5p

828-482-1609 • 330 Main St. Highlands

•Reflections from Lord Banjo •

DogSpeak

The Royal Pooch Lord Banjo

You’ve Got to be Kidding

Mum may have 
to cease read-
ing me excerpts 

from the newspaper be-
cause some of  the stories 
are quite disturbing.  I 
mean I’ve heard people 
say that reading the paper 
is plain ol’ depressing, but 
this latest story has got me 
bummed.  

Have you heard that 
people worry about robots 
taking over the world a la 
the Terminator movies?  
I’m sure you’ve read articles about robots 
doing folks out of  their jobs, right?  Well, 
this story is about robots doing us ani-
mals out of  our jobs.  That’s right, and 
it’s not things like heavy lifting, guarding 
the house, sniffing for bombs or drugs, 
pulling wagons, fetching balls, or digging 
holes. We animals might stand for that 
— well all except maybe the ball fetching 
and hole digging. 

It’s much worse, and it’s bad for 
dogs and cats.  There’s some weird tech-
nology called animatronics. It refers to 
using robots to emulate people and ani-
mals.  Technically, a human-like robot is 
an android, but an animatronic dog or 
cat?  That is beyond the pale. 

Companies have developed robotic 
dogs and cats to provide emotional sup-
port to humans. I’ve already told you 
what I think about mascots, humans who 
dress up to look like animals, but robots?  
How can a robotic cat provide emotional 
support?

You’ll have to find a video to get the 
full impact of  this atrocity, but a robotic 
cat purrs and meows.  If  you pet its face, 
it will nuzzle your hand and even raise 
its paw to wash its face.  They say it will 
roll over on its back for a belly rub, but I 
don’t believe it. The company bills them 
as therapy robots that can provide com-
fort to the elderly.  Are they serious?

You know, Puddin’ can be a pain, 
especially when she takes over my dog 

beds, but I still love her.  I 
know I’m not the one who 
scoops her pan, but how 
hard can that be?  Well, 
yes Mum has to clean the 
cat hair off  the couch and 
the bedspread too, but still.  
And then, there’s the occa-
sional hairball. No matter, 
I’m not buying it.  A robot 
cat won’t move back and 
forth between Mum and 
Dad’s laps to share the love, 
and I can’t see it leaping and 
playing with cat toys.  Nope, 

no way we’re letting any robots in the Roy-
al Abode.

As for robot dogs, Mum and I 
watched a video of  a Companion Pup by 
Hasbro.  It opens its mouth and barks and 
turns its cute golden head, but it doesn’t 
roll over, lie beneath your desk, lick your 
face, or any of  those critical touchy-feely 
things. I do more, so much more than this 
silly robot does. Can you take it for a walk?  
Nope. Can you train it to come, sit, stay or 
shake?  Don’t think so. 

Apparently, some pet parents think 
it’s inconvenient to take us dogs for walks, 
and they don’t want to use those little plas-
tic bags for you know what.  I do under-
stand that if  a person isn’t very mobile, we 
dogs can be a problem. So, less able folks 
should get special dispensation to have ro-
bot dogs.  For that matter, they should go 
for the robot cat, since it does way more 
than any of  the robot dogs we’ve seen. 

Let it be known that Lord Banjo is 
mightily displeased with the idea of  robot-
ic cats and dogs and forbids any further 
mention of  them. Should a robotic animal 
appear in the Kingdom, rather than “off  
with their heads,” it will be “out with the 
batteries.”

• Lord Banjo is a Georgia resident. 
Find similar stories in his book, “Lord 
Banjo the Royal Pooch,” available locally 
at the Mountain Paws in Highlands, Books 
Unlimited in Franklin, and on Amazon. 
Contact him at inkpenn119@gmail.com. 

TSTE ingredients:
1 oz Bleu Cheese Powder
2 TBS Habanero Sugar

From Grocer:
8 oz Sour cream
12 Jalapenos
12 oz Package of bacon, slices cut 

in half
Preparation: 

• Preheat oven to 400.
• Mix Bleu Cheese Powder with 2 

TBS of water to a creamy consistency 
and then mix with cream cheese.

• Scoop cheese mixture into halved 
jalapenos.

• Wrap jalapenos with a halved slice 
of bacon and place on pan. Sprinkle 
with Habanero Sugar.

• Bake for 30 minutes, or until 
bacon is crisp and brown.

Get Your ‘Game Day Food’ On!

TSTE ingredients:
Sweet Onion Sugar
Steakhouse Spice Blend
Matanzas Chili Spice Blend

From the Grocer:
1 lb lean ground beef
1 lb ground sirloin
1 large onion, chopped
1 large bell pepper, coarsely chopped
1/2 of a 15 can of black beans, 

drained and rinsed
1/2 of a 15.5 can of kidney beans, 

drained and rinsed
1 - 29 oz can tomato sauce
1 - 28 oz can whole peeled tomatoes
1 - 6 oz can of tomato paste
2 TBS minced garlic
Chopped scallions ( optional topping)
Shredded Cheese (optional topping)
Sour Cream (optional topping)

Preparation:
• Add ground beef, ground sirloin, 

onion,and bell pepper to a 6 qt. pan
• Add about 45 twists of Steakhouse 

Spice Blend and then brown meat over 
medium heat, stirring occasionally until 
evenly browned. •Drain.

• Add black beans, kidney beans, to-
mato sauce, tomatoes (squeeze in your 
hand before adding, to break into pieces) 
tomato paste, garlic, Sweet Onion Sugar, 
and Matanzas Chili Spice Blend.

• Simmer uncovered for about 30-45 
minutes, stirring occasionally

• Top chili with cheese, sour cream 
and scallions. Enjoy!

Old City Chili Jalapeno Poppers

TSTE ingredients: 
Bacon Smoked Sea Salt

From the Grocer:
1 cup cooked corn
1 garlic clove, pressed
1 - 8 oz package of cream cheese 

at room temperature
Cooked, chopped bacon (garnish)
Chopped, chives (garnish)
Chips

Preparation:
• Place all ingredients in food 

processor, and blend until smooth. 
Refrigerate for an hour. Garnish with 
bacon and chives. Serve with chips! 

Corn Bacon Dip 
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Owner/Stylist: Lisa L. Shearon
Stylist: Jane B. Earp
Stylist: Kristi Stockton
Stylist/Nail Tech: Kassie Vinson

Book your 
Appointment 

Today!

526-5999
Located at 680 N. 4th. St., Highlands

Carrying a wide variety of  
natural products for your  

Mind, Body & Home.
Open Mon.-Sat. 9a to 5:30p

Organic Fresh Juices & Smoothies  
and Salads “On the Go!”
Open Mon.-Sat. 9a to 5p

Advertising in 
Highlands Newspaper 

and online at 
www.highlandsinfo.

com WORKS. 
For information, call 

828-200-1371 or 
email: 

highlandseditor@aol.
com

DUTCHMANS 
CASUAL LIVING STORES 

SPECIAL ORDER UPHOLSTERY 15%0FF! 
ROWE, ROBIN BRUCE & CR LAINE 

342 Main Street • Highlands • 828-526-8864 
www.DutchmansDesigns.com 

�G>CD 
Follow us on social Media! * All sales final.

Andrea Gabbard
828.200.6742

andreagabbard@gmail.com

Bob and Vicki Thompson of  Jasper, 
GA (both 92 years old) celebrated 70 years 
of  marriage on January 22, 2019.

They met at a roller-skating rink in 
Jacksonville, FL on Dec. 22, 1948 and 
were married on January 22 1949. They 
have lived since then in Florida and Geor-
gia. Vicki was born and raised in Highlands 
and is the daughter of  the late Florence 
Henderson and the late Claude Calloway. 
Vicki’s mother died suddenly when she 
was around 7 and she likes to say that the 
whole town helped raise her and her two 
brothers Scott and W.C. She is also a half-
sister to Highlands Commissioner Donnie 

•MileStone•
70 years and counting!

Calloway and his brothers Joe, C.L and 
Ronnie Calloway.

She lived with her grandparents Deck 
and Dessie Henderson on Pine Creek in 
Jackson County. She later worked for Fred 
and Inez Moll who had leased and were 
running the Pierson Inn when they invited 
her to move with them to Jacksonville. 
From that time on she only came back 
to visit her relatives but never forgot her 
roots or her family. 

Congratulations Vicki and Bob…70 
years together is quite an accomplishment 
in today’s world.

Broker & Luxury Collection Specialist
Proudly representing the Top 4% of  agents worldwide
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DUTCHMANS 
CASUAL LIVING STORES 

SPECIAL ORDER UPHOLSTERY 15%0FF! 
ROWE, ROBIN BRUCE & CR LAINE 

342 Main Street • Highlands • 828-526-8864 
www.DutchmansDesigns.com 

�G>CD 
Follow us on social Media! * All sales final.

This conference gives all North Carolina 
counties the opportunity to come togeth-
er as one voice and make our challenges 
known to the North Carolina General As-
sembly.”  Ronnie Beale, Vice Chairman, 
Macon County Board of  Commissioners. 

Kevin Austin, NCACC President 
Elect and Yadkin County Commissioner 
presided over the two-day Legislative 
Goals Conference, which was held January 
10-11. Macon County sent Ronnie Beale to 
serve as a voting delegate to the conference 
to debate, amend, offer new proposals and 
cast votes on the Association’s guiding 
principles and legislative priorities, which 
guide advocacy efforts at the General As-
sembly.

The conference is the final step in a 
comprehensive process, which gives each 
county a voice in shaping NCACC’s legisla-
tive agenda. NCACC President Elect Aus-
tin explained this inclusive approach. “Our 
process offers an opportunity for all our 
counties to participate. These goals come 
from counties all across the state and have 
been vetted by their boards before they 
come to the Association. It’s a grassroots 
effort, which involves all 100 counties,” 
President Elect Austin said.

“As we all know, the availability of  
broadband internet has been discussed here 
in Macon County for quite some time now.  

It was interesting to see how many other ru-
ral counties across the state are facing similar 
issues with respect to broadband availability. 
I was very pleased to see that the expansion 
of  broadband to unserved and underserved 
areas emerge as the top legislative goal for 
FY 19-20’.”  Jim Tate, Chairman, Macon 
County Board of  Commissioners.

Below is the list of  NCACC’s top five 
legislative goals for 2019-2020 as deter-
mined at the Legislative Goals Conference; 
visit www.ncacc.org/legislativegoals to ac-
cess the full list of  goals for the biennium. 

NCACC’s Top Five Priority Goals for 
2019-2020

1)	 Seek legislation, funding, and oth-
er efforts to expand digital infrastructure/
broadband capability to the unserved and 
under-served areas and residents of  the 
state. 

2)	 Seek additional revenue sources, 
including a statewide bond and lottery pro-
ceeds, to equitably address statewide public 
school and community college capital chal-
lenges.

3)	 Support efforts to preserve and 
expand the existing local revenue base of  
counties and authorize local option revenue 
sources already given to any other jurisdic-
tion to all counties. Oppose efforts to divert 
to the state, fees or taxes currently allocated 
to the counties or to erode existing county 

revenue streams. 
4)	 Support provision of  state re-

sources to ensure county ability to provide 
essential public health, behavioral health and 
social services, with specific consideration to 
the challenges of  incarcerated persons, the 
continued county role in behavioral health 
governance, and programs addressing sub-
stance use disorder, throughout Medicaid 
transformation.

5)	 Seek legislation to repeal the statu-
tory authority under N.C. Gen. Stat. 115C-
431(c) that allows a local school board to file 
suit against a county board of  commission-
ers over appropriations to the local board of  
education’s capital outlay fund.

Editors: Print quality photos may be 
downloaded for use at: 

h t t p s : / / n c a c c . s mu g mu g. c o m /
NCACC-2019-Legislative-Goals-Con

Photo should be credited as follows: 
Photo courtesy Chris Baucom/NCACC.

About the NCACC: The North Caro-
lina Association of  County Commission-
ers (NCACC) is the official voice of  all 100 
counties on issues being considered by the 
General Assembly, Congress and federal and 
state agencies. The Association provides ex-
pertise to counties in the areas of  advocacy, 
research, risk management and education 
and leadership training.

But like with any older building, one 
repair often leads to another.

The night after the contractors took 
up the old flooring revealing the concrete 
slab it rained … hard. When the install-
ers came in the next day there was water 
pooled from the fireplace on the front wall 
all the way back to the center of  the room.

“They dried it all up and were able to 
put the flooring down, but they said we 
needed to look at the structure because 
something wasn’t right and they didn’t 
want it to happen again,” said Town Man-
ager Josh Ward.

As it turned out, the whole front of  
the right side of  the building (the side clos-
est to the ball park) behind a huge rhodo-
dendron was rotten

“I hated to lose that rhododendron 
because it was so big, but because of  its 
size, when it rained behind it stayed really 
moist. We actually found a big piece of  sid-
ing behind there had just fallen off.”

Contractors determined that’s where 
a lot of  the water was getting in as well 
as around the flashing at the top of  the 
chimney. 

An inspection of  the entire exterior 
revealed more rot on the backside of  the 
building behind the kitchen. 

So, the Town Board OK’d a bud-

...BUILDING from pg 11
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Proverbs 3:5 • Places to Worship •
BLUE VALLEY BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Oliver Rice, Pastor (706) 782-3965

Sundays: School:10 a.m., Worship:11 
Sunday night services every 2nd & 4th Sunday at 7 

Wednesdays: Mid-week prayer meeting:7 p.m.
BUCK CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH

828-269-3546 • Rev. Jamie Passmore, Pastor
Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11 

CHAPEL OF THE SKY
Sky Valley, GA • 706-746-2999 

Sundays: 10 a.m.:Worship 
Holy Communion 1st & 3rd Sundays 
CHRIST ANGLICAN CHURCH 

Rector: Jim Murphy, 252-671-4011 
464 US Hwy 64 east, Cashiers 

9:30a Sunday School; 10:30a Worship Service.  
Mon. 6p Bible Study & Supper in homes

CHRIST CHURCH OF THE VALLEY, CASHIERS
Pastor Brent Metcalf • 743-5470

Sun.10:45am, S.S 9:30am. Wed. 6pm supper and teaching.
Tues. Guys study 8am, Gals 10am.

CLEAR CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Jim Kinard

Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11a.m. 
1st & 3rd Sunday night Service: 7.p.m.

Wednesdays –Supper at 6 p.m. 
COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH
www.cbchighlands.com • 526-4685

3645 Cashiers Rd, Highlands, NC • Sr. Pastor Gary Hewins  
Sun.: 9:30am: Sunday School10:30am: Middle & High School; 

10:45am: Child. Program,10: 45am: Worship Service
Wed.: 5pm Dinner ($7 adult, $2 child), 6pm CBC U.

EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF THE INCARNATION
Rev. W. Bentley Manning • 526-2968

Monday-Friday: Morning Prayer at 8:15a. Sundays: 8 am 
Holy Eucharist Rite I; 9 am Sunday School; 10:30 am Holy 

Eucharist Rite II. Childcare available at 10:30
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH HIGHLANDS

828-526-4153 • www.fbchighlands.org
Dr. Mark Ford, Pastor

220 Main Street, Highlands 
Sun.:Worship 10:45 am; Sun.: Bible Study 9:30 am

Wed.: Men’s Bible Study 8:30 am; Prayer Mtg 6:15 pm; 
Choir 5p

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Curtis Fussell & Emily Wilmarth, pastors 

526-3175 • fpchighlands.org
Sun.: Adult Ed.: 9:30a.m.; Worship 11 a.m.

Mondays: Men’s Prayer Group & Breakfast 8 a.m. 
Wed.:Choir:6p

GOLDMINE BAPTIST CHURCH
(Off Franklin/Highlands Rd) 

Sunday School:10 am, Worship Service:11 am
GRACE COMMUNITY CHURCH OF CASHIERS

Non-Denominational-Contemporary Worship
242 Hwy 107N, 1/4 miles from Crossroads in Cashiers

www.gracecashiers.com • Pastor Steve Doerter: 743-9814
Services: Sundays 10am - Wed. - 7pm; Dinner - Wed. 6pm 

HAMBURG BAPTIST CHURCH
Hwy 107N. • Glenville, NC • 743-2729 • Pr. Nathan 

Johnson
Sunday: School 9:45a, Worship 11a & 7p, Bible Study 6p

Wed. Kidsquest 6p.; Worship 7p.

HIGHLANDS ASSEMBLY OF GOD
Randy Reed, Pastor828-421-9172 • 165 S. Sixth Street  

Sundays: Worship:11 
HIGHLANDS CENTRAL BAPTIST CHURCH

Pastor Dan Robinson
670 N. 4th Street (next to the Highlands Civic Center)
Sun.: Bible Study 10a; Morning Worship 10:45a., Evening 

Worship, 6p. Wednesday: Prayer Service, 6:30 p.
HIGHLANDS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

Pastor Randy Lucas 526-3376
Sun: School 9:45a.; Worship 9:09,10:50.; Youth 5:30 p.

Wed: Supper: 5:15; youth, & adults activities: 6; Handbell 
rehearsal, 6:15; Choir Rehearsal 7. (nursery provided ); 7pm 

Intercessory Prayer Ministry 
HOLY FAMILY LUTHERAN CHURCH: ELCA

Chaplain Margaret Howell • 2152 Dillard Road • 526-9741
LutheranChurchoftheHolyFamily.yolasite.com

Sun: School and Adult discussion group 9:30 a.m.;  
Worship/Communion:10:30 

HEALING SERVICE on the 5th Sunday of the month.
MACEDONIA BAPTIST CHURCH

8 miles south of Highlands on N.C. 28 S in Satolah
Pastor Zane Talley

Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11, Choir:6 p.m.
Wed: Bible Study and Youth Mtg.:7 p.m.

MOUNTAIN SYNAGOGUE
at St. Cyprian’s Episcopal Church, Franklin • 828-524-9463

MOUNTAIN BIBLE CHURCH 
743-2583 • Independent Bible Church 

Sun:10:30 a.m. at Big Ridge Baptist Church,  
4224 Big Ridge Road (4.5 miles from NC 107) 

Weds: Bible Study 6:30 p.m.; Youth Group 6 p.m. 
OUR LADY OF THE MOUNTAINS  

CATHOLIC CHURCH
Rev. Father Casmir – 526-2418

Mass: Sun: 11 a.m.; Sat. at 4p
SCALY MOUNTAIN BAPTIST CHURCH

Rev. Marty Kilby
Sundays: School –10 a.m.; Worship –11 a.m. & 7 

Wednesdays: Prayer Mtg.:7 p.m.
SCALY MOUNTAIN CHURCH OF GOD

290 Buck Knob Road; Pastor Donald G. Bates • 526-3212
Sun.: School:10 a.m.; Worship:10:45 a.m.; Worship: 6 p.m.

SHORTOFF BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Rev. Andy Cloer 

Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11 a.m. 
Wednesdays: Prayer & Bible Study:6 p.m. 

COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH OF SKY VALLEY
706.746.3144• 696 Sky Valley Way #447, Pastor Gary Hewins
Worship: Sun. 9 a.m., with Holy Communion the 1st & 3rd 
Sun.; Tues: Community Supper 5:30 followed by Bible Study. 

THE CHURCH OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD
1448 Highway 107 South, Office: 743-2359 • Rev. Rob Wood

June-Sept: Sunday Services: Rite I, 8a, Rite II, 9:15 & 11a
Nursery available for Rite II services

Sept 6-Oct 25-Informal Evening Eucharist-5:30 p.m. 
Thursday: Noon Healing Service with Eucharist.

UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST FELLOWSHIP 
85 Sierra Drive, Franklin • uufranklin.org  

Sunday Worship - 11 a.m. 
WHITESIDE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Rev. Sam Forrester/Cashiers
Sunday School:10 am, Worship Service:11 am

John 3:16•Spiritually Speaking •
Of Dancing Penguins and 

Flying Nannies

In my life as an itinerant preacher, my family and I have 
had the opportunity to live in a variety of  commu-
nities and to walk alongside a number of  really neat 

folks. Since our move from Kansas to Oz (for my meta-
phor-challenged friends, that’s Salisbury to Highlands), my 
wife Kathy and I, now empty-nesters, have been able to 
enjoy many of  the cool things and people that make this 
such a special place. 

One thing I’m enjoying about our Highlands years 
is the ability to experience Sunday morning worship, then 
take a short stroll to the Highlands Playhouse to catch a 
first-run movie. It’s a pretty cool perk of  life in our little 
mountain town. This past Sunday, Kathy and I decided to 
follow up our Sunday worship with the 1pm showing of  
“Mary Poppins Returns”. 

It’s a delightful, fun and adventure-filled journey into 
a child-like world of  imagination, a world of  magic bal-
loons, dancing penguins and wise-cracking umbrellas, a 
world complete with majestic music and fast-paced cho-
reography. Be open to the cinematic invitation to suspend 
your disbelief, allow yourself  to inhabit the alternative uni-
verse of  the big screen, and “Mary Poppins Returns” can 
awaken the dormant inner-child within. 

Though fully immersed in the imaginative world on 
the big screen before me, my grown-up self  stirred long 
enough to appreciate the value of  taking time to remem-
ber and experience the value of  imagination again. The 
adult side of  me is well aware that my vocation requires 
me to think and speak of  serious things, and I often tend 
to spend a good bit of  time in my own head. Though I 
don’t claim to be a great thinker, I do spend a great deal of  
time in thought. And quite frankly, sometimes the weight 
of  the gospel message lies heavy on this preacher’s heart 
and mind. 

But Sunday I was reminded that every now and then, 
even the most serious among us can benefit from seeing a 
nanny floating down from the sky holding onto a runaway 
kite, or marvel as pictures on a vase come to life, or watch 
balloons carry a sea of  children and adults into the air, or 

Pastor Randy Lucas
Highlands United Methodist Church

• See SPIRITUALLY SPEAKING page 19
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...SPIRITUALLY SPEAKING continued from 18

We 
Locals

W����� S������� �� O�� E������ � H���-M��� F���

866-526-8008  |  OldEdwardsInn.com/LocalLove
Ends April 30, 2019. Excludes Holidays. Local ID is required from Macon, Jackson, Transylvania and Rabun coun� 

es from each person receiving the discount. Not to be combined with any other discounts or specials.
Taxes and gratuity not included. **January - February only.

• Stay at Half-Mile Farm or Old Edwards Inn
from $125 per night

• 20% off  at Madison’s Restaurant
• $125 50-Minute spa treatments
• 25% off  your en�re purchase at Acorns**
• $20 Fitness and Yoga Classes

Enjoy any or all of these perks 
Sunday - Thursday • January - April

The Farm at Old Edwards
Friday, April 5, 2019  |  6:30 pm

$165 per person
Call  828-787-2635 or 828-787-2620 to book 
or visit OldEdwardsInn.com/RoseWineDinner.

Culinary Stars &Culinary Stars &Culinary Stars &
Whispering Angel Dinner
Three Favorite Southern Female Chefs 

•Police & Fire Reports•
Highlands Police entries from Jan. 4. 

Only the names of persons arrested, is-
sued a Class-3 misdemeanor or public of-
ficials have been used. 

Jan. 4
• At 9:30 a.m., officers responded to a 

call of a simple assault at a building on NC 
106 where someone hit the victim in the 
nose with his head. 

Jan. 5
• At 3:45 p.m., officers received a call 

about theft from an apartment on N. 5th 
Street where a 3 ft. by 15 ft. oriental rug 
valued at $3,000 was stolen.

Jan. 9
• Officers responded to a call about 

shoplifting of two food items valued at 
$18 at Mountain Fresh Grocery on Main 
Street.

Jan. 14
• At 1:19 p.m., officers responded to a 

call for service at an apartment on N. 5th 
Street where someone had broken in.

Jan. 17
• At 12:39 p.m., Joseph William Ferro 

Grier, 36, of Highlands was arrested for 
driving during a license revocation and 
failure to appear. He was issued a $5,000 
secured bond. His trial date is Feb. 18.

Jan. 19
• At 5:30 p.m., officers responded to 

a call for service at a residence on Cul-
lasaja Drive where the occupant came 
home and noticed the front door was 
open.

Jan. 21
•At 7:25 p.m., officers responded to 

a call of a verbal argument at a residence 
on Wilson Road. 

Jan. 22
• At 9 a.m., officers were called about 

the larceny of power at an apartment on 
Helens Barn Ave. where someone had 
connected to someone else’s power 
amounting to $550 in damages.

see street workers break out in song and 
dance. 

I spend most of  my time in the adult 
world where people deal with real-life 
struggles and are weighed down by real-
life worries. I spend most of  my time in a 
world where magical nannies don’t grace-
fully glide down to earth. I spend most of  
my time in a world that can often be harsh 
and hard, where there is often more reason 
to lament than laugh. 

Perhaps that’s all the more reason to 
allow ourselves a break from life’s reali-
ties from time to time, if  for no other rea-
son than to consider that maybe there are 
some real things that can only be revealed 
through God’s gift of  imagination. Maybe 
there are some things we can never see 
without removing our adult glasses. And if  
your imagination is out of  shape from lack 
of  exercise or dusty from too much time 
on the shelf, that’s OK. It happens to the 
best of  us. 

Joan Chittiser, in her blog from Janu-
ary 2018 “The Monastic Way”, reflected 
on the life of  Joan of  Arc. She points out 
that, during her trial in England which re-
sulted in her sentence to be burned at the 
stake, Joan of  Arc testified that God had 
called her to lead soldiers from her native 

France against the English in the battle for the 
French throne. Confronted by the accusation 
that she merely “imagined” God speaking to 
her, she is reported to have replied - “How 
else would God speak to me, if  not through 
my imagination?” *

Now I’m not attempting to align the call 
of  God with animated dancing penguins, but 
maybe its not too far-fetched to consider that 
we might be a bit more open to the mystery 
of  God if  we allowed our keen intellects to 
become a bit more…..shall we say, playful.

One thing of  which I’ve become acutely 
aware in my pursuit of  deep thinking (re-
member “Deep Thoughts by Jack Handy” all 
you SNL fans?) is that the more I learn, the 
more I realize just how little I know. I’ve also 
come to understand that some things are hard 
to appreciate without imagination, and some 
things are quite impossible to see without it. 

So as you travel along the yellow brick 
road today, here’s hoping God stirs a little 
child-like wonder in your heart so that you 
can catch the majestic beauty that’s easily 
missed by adult eyes. Here’s wishing for you 
a whimsical day of  waterfalls and rainbows, 
ocean waves and mountain peaks, humming 
birds and soaring eagles, along with a healthy 
dose of  dancing penguins and flying nannies!
     

get amendment of  $31,000 for rot repair 
which included new siding.

“We re-sided and basically recon-
structed the front and back and got rid 
of  the rot and then re-sided the back and 
came around the side to match,” said Ward. 

Not long after that, Recreation Direc-
tor Lester Nix saw water stains appearing 
on the newly painted ceiling and every now 
and then when it rained, there would be a 
drip here, a drip there. 

Consequently, the roof  was inspected 
and there were multiple places where the 
shingles were completely worn out. 

“They were 20-year shingles but there 
is no telling how long they have been there 
… no one seems to know … but clearly 
longer than 20 years,” said Ward. 

The Town Board OK’d another bud-
get amendment for $21,500 to repair and 
re-shingle the roof.

This time 30-year shingles are being 
installed, and the clouded skylights that 
stopped letting light in long ago, were 
framed over to make sure new leaks don’t 
initiate there.

As part of  the roof  job, the peak 
where the plywood came together was 
without a roof-line vent so that was also 

fixed.
Shingles also covered the vertical front 

north side of  the building but will be re-
placed with siding matching the rest of  the 
building ... for now.

The shingles were removed unnecessar-
ily and may be replaced – as originally de-
signed – at a later date, said Ward.

The front door, which has always been 
fickle, has also been replaced so that it can 
be opened, closed and locked easily. Ward 
said there was money in a line item that 
funded that.

“The renovation of  the building is 
complete now,” said Ward. “It really needed 
some improvement. It’s been forever since 
any work was done to it.”

Nothing is planned in the kitchen but 
there has been talk about upgrading the 
bathrooms at some point, said Ward.

In addition, the windows may be re-
placed – possibly a discussion point at this 
year’s annual Town Board Retreat.

Ward said the windows are clouding up 
because the seal is broken and gas between 
the window panes has leaked out causing a 
fogged effect.

– Kim Lewicki

...BUILDING continued from page 17
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Loma Linda
Farm

Dog Boarding • Day Care
Pastoral Park

in Home and Leash Free
Lodging in the lap of luxury

(828) 421-7922
Highlands Nc

lomalindafarm@gmail.com
www.lomalindafarm.com NC License #10978

Larry Houston
Rock Work

Walls • Fireplaces • Patios • Piers 
All Rock Work • Stucco

(828) 526-4138 or (828) 200-3551

JUST TALK TO ME 
I am 73. I am Pain-Free. Are You? 

CBD� HEALS 
�-�(-)i"---11111111111. 

VIVA WELLNESS 
526-1566
FAR INFRARED 8AUNA�eAPSULE 
HYDRO MASSAGE 8PA�C,APSULE 
WHOLE BODY 

VIBRATION 
5 Cottage Row • U.S. 64 East 

110 mins./ $25

•Police & Fire Reports•
• At 2:12 a.m., officers responded to a call of a verbal 

argument at a residence on Wilson Road.
Jan. 24
• At 8 a.m., officers responded to a call for service at 

an apartment on Helen’s Bar Ave.  
• At 8 a.m., Manuel Eduardo Chico, 44, of Highlands 

was arrested for larceny of power and theft from a build-

ing. He was issued at $1,000 secured bond. His trial date 
is Feb. 12.

Jan. 26
• A little after midnight, officers were notified of 

someone staying on someone else’s property on Laurel 
Street without permission.

• Interior
• Exterior

• Pressure Washing
• Drywall Repair

• Window Cleaning
• Gutter Cleaning

• Deck Repair
riospainting0864@gmail.com 

Find us on FaceBook
Owner Elias Rios

Fully Insured • 706-982-0864

Business Card Ads:
$17 per week BW

$22 per week Color
Classified Ads:

$6 for 10 words
20 cents each additional word

$2 for color highlight; $5 for graphic

• At 9:30 a.m., Alexus Sade Hall,21, of Franklin, was 
arrested for DUI  when pulled over on NC 106.  She was 
issued a $600 unsecured bond. Her trial date is Feb. 18.

Jan. 27
• At 10:51 a.m., officers responded to a call of a ve-

hicle theft on Tanner Loop in Highlands where someone 
stole an equipment trailer valued at $5,000.

The Highlands Fire & Rescue log from Jan. 17, 
2019.

Jan. 17
• At 11:11 a.m., the dept. responded to a Co2 alarm 

at a residence on Old Edwards Lane.
• At 12:51 p.m., the dept. was first-responders in 

response to a medical alarm at a residence on Harris 
Drive.

• At 5:32 p.m., the dept. responded to a possible gas 
leak at a residence on Watkins Road.

Jan. 19
• At 2:24 p.m., the dept. responded to a fire alarm at 

a location on Half Mile Drive.
• At 3:01 p.m., the dept. responded to a fire alarm at 

a location on Half Mile Drive.
Jan. 22
• At 12:04 p.m.,the dept. responded to a fire alarm at 

a residence on Cullasaja Club Dr.
Jan. 25
• At 3:48 a.m., the dept. provided mutual aid to the 

Cashiers FD.
Jan. 26
• At 8:19 a.m., the dept. responded to a motor ve-

hicle accident on NC 106.
At 5:05 p.m., the dept. investigated smoke in the vi-

cinity of Walhalla Road.
At 10:31 p.m., the dept. responded to a chimney fire 

at a residence on Panther Mountain Road.
Jan. 27
• At 8:59 a.m., the dept. responded to a motor ve-

hicle accident on NC 64 east.
At 3:56 p.m., the dept. was first-responders to a lo-

cation in Highlands Plaza.
Jan. 28
• At 10:29 a.m., the dept. responded to a Co2 alarm 

at a residence on Bowery Road.
• At 4:58 p.m., the dept. investigated smoke in the 

vicinity of US 64 east and Whiteside Mountain Road.
• At 9:46 p.m. ,the dept. answered a mutual aid call 

from the Cashiers FD but it was cancelled.

continued from page 19
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chestnut storage

Look for our sign!
10890 Buck Creek Rd. - 1/2 mile off Cashiers Rd near the hospital 

Storage Units Available
Secure 24 Hour Access

Easy In - Easy Out
Great Rates - Great Terms

Call today to find out why we’re
“Highland’s Premier Facility”

828-482-1045

Whiteside Cove  
Cottages

800-805-3558 • 828-526-2222

5 new log cabins 
nestled in the hemlocks 
on 25 acres at the base 

of Whiteside 
Mountain.

Allan Dearth & Sons
Generator 

Sales & Service, Inc.

828-526-9325
Cell: 828-200-1139

email: allandearth@msn.com

• Residential or  
Commercial 

• Over 40 Years  
Experience 

• Fast and Dependable
• FREE Estimates

• FREE Pick-up and 
Delivery

American 
Upholstery 

Same Phone Numbers:
(864) 638-9661 cell: (864) 710-9106

105 Ashley Drive • Walhalla, SC 29691
(Same Owners: Morris & Rachel Bible)

• Interior & Exterior Painting
• Pressure Washing

• House Maintenance
• Drywall Repair

• Deck Repair
Quality Work • Fully Insured

Lupe Gonzales
avpintura@gmail.com

828-332-1539 or 678-873-2927

• Grading
• Excavating
• Driveways
• Build sites

• Hauling
• Septic Systems 

Edwin Wilson
Cell (828) 421-3643 

Office/fax (828) 526-4758
wilsongrading@yahoo.com 

WE HAVE MOVED TO

Sample Books Available

l l l li t 1 l 
HIGHLANDER 1 
ROOFING SERVICES INC 

New & Re-Roofing Applications Including: 
Asphalt • Cedar • Metal & Synthetic Materials 

Showroom Location 
1511 Highlands Rd 
Franklin, NC 28734 

Office (828) 524-7773 
Cell (828) 526-6421 

luke@highlandernc.com 
www.highlandernc.com 

Mendoza Tree Expert
Quality Tree Care & Removal •14+ years

Juventino Mendoza
828-200-9217

Fully Insured 
• References Available

mendozatreeexpert@gmail.com

FIREWOOD FOR SALE

We now accept all credit cards

26 Highlands Plaza
Highlands, NC 28741

Phone: 828-526-3241
Fax: 828-482-9019
Email: rachelbkelleyllc@gmail.com

Rachel B. Kelley, PMHNP-BC
ARNP - Board Certified

Psychiatric • Mental Health
Medication Management
Positive Wellness

Highlands Automotive

Service
&

Repair

NC
Inspection

Station

2851 Cashiers Road • highlandsautomotive.com
828-787-2360

Ryan M. Bears
Broker

Pat Allen, Broker in Charge

Cell: 803-271-5426
Office: 828-526-8784

Ryan@patallenrealtygroup.com

MORALESPAINTINGSERVICES@GMAIL.COM

706.982.9768
828-226.5347

INTERIOR/EXTERIOR PAINTING • LAWN MAINTENANCE
HOUSE MAINTENANCE • QUALITY WORK

FULLY INSURED
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HELP WANTED
OLD EDWARDS INN 

and Spa are looking for the 
following employees Bellmen, 
Housekeeping Supervisor, 
Housekeepers & Turndown, 
Servers/Bussers, Graphic 
Artist. Contact: Pat Turnbull 
(828)787-2697. (st. 1/24) 

MOUNTAIN FRESH 
GROCERY has full- and 
part-time positions available. 
Competitive wages for all 
positions, 18+ only. Apply 
in person at 521 East Main 
Street in Highlands or call 
828-526-2400.

• Food Server, Cashier, 
and Barista (includes tips)

• Dishwasher
• Pizza
• Bakery
• Grill line
OLD EDWARDS INN 

AND SPA are looking for 
the following employees Res-
ervationist, Accounting Assis-
tant, Bellmen, Housekeeping 
Supervisor, Housekeepers 
& Turndown, Servers/Buss-
ers, Contact: Pat Turnbull 
(828)787-2697 (1/17)

P/T CLEANER NEED 
TO CLEAN A OFFICE 
BUILDING IN CASHIERS 
daytime position pays 16.00 An 
hour,must pass background 
check and D/S contact Bob at 
RNLUNDYGVPM@GMAIL.
COM (st. 11/15)

HOUSEKEEPING 
PROFESSIONALS at 
Highlands-Cashiers Hospital. 
Generous shift differentials, 
paid time off, health insurance, 
and retirement benefits for 
full time roles. Apply today: 
missionhealth.org/careers. 
(st. 9/13)

ITEMS FOR SALE
12-FT. ARTIFICAL 

CHRISTMAS TREE with 
lights. Asking $250. Call 828-

200-0902. (st. 11/29)
TWIN BEDS - complete 

set of 2, vintage look wooden 
headboards, and linens-$400. 
Beautiful antique, tall 6 drawer 
mahogany dresser-$350. Call 
(828) 482-2380. (st. 11/29)

2004 Honda CR-V LX 
2WD Black - 182,100 Miles—-
Some cosmetic blemishes, but 
carefully maintained with past 5 
years of service history. Cruise 
Control, Air Conditioning, 
Front Airbags, Radio/Single CD 
Player, Power Windows, Power 
Door Mirrors, Split-Bench Rear 
Seat, Rear Wiper.—$3,500—
Call (828) 482-2442. (st. 11/29)

ATTENTION AN-
TIQUE LOVERS. used fine 
furniture, some from England. 
Pub table with chairs, formal 
sofa, his and her parlor chairs, 
Henredon bedroom set, accent 
tables and collectibles. Please 
call or text Faye 828-421-7197 
or 828-421-3785. (st. 8/30) 

JACUZZI, WHIRL-
POOL BATH, 23 Jets, 72” x 
60”, 3 years old, cost $6,500; 
sell for $1,800 404-358-3076. 
(st. 7/19) 

SERVICES 
GUTTER CLEANING, 

METAL FABRICATON 
roof repairs, debris removal. 
Call 371-1103. (st. 4/26)

HIGHLANDS-CA-
SHIERS HANDI-MAN – 
Can fix anything inside or out. 
Carpentry, painting, pressure 
washing, lawn care, hauling. 
and will monitor house during 
winter. Free Estimates. Refer-
ences. Call Tony. 828-200-5770 
or 828-482-0159. (9/20)

H I G H  C O U N T RY 
PHOTO/KEVIN VINSON: 
scanning photos, slides & nega-
tives to CD or DVD for easier 
viewing. Video transfer to DVD. 
Everything done in house. 
Leave message at 828-526-

•Classifieds•
5208. (st. 11/22)

REAL ESTATE FOR 
SALE

FLAT MOUNTAIN/ 
BRUSH CREEEK ACRE-
AGE FOR SALE BY 
OWNER. 13.2 total acres, 
old mountain homestead. 
Beautiful views, several great 
building sites, old livable farm 
house, small studio size cabin, 
rental income possible, some 
pasture and some woods, 
partial fenced, well water, three 
different roads to enter prop-
erty, sub-dividable, amazing 
potential on this tract of land. 
Please call 706-400-2596 or 
email vhchambers60@yahoo.
comfor more info. $800,000 
OBO (12/20)

3.20 ACRES UNRE-
STRICTED. Power under-
ground, borders National for-
est, 190 degree view. 10 min 
to Main Street. 3 septic fields, 
1 well 7 g p.m. 2 house foun-
dations established and ap-
proved by county inspectors. 
2Bed/2Bath Clayton home 
livable while building. Spring 
rights and more land available. 
For beautiful sunsets contact 
gracefamilia@yahoo.com. (st. 
9/21)

1.21 ACRES FOR SALE 
BY OWNER - OTTO, NC 
- $28,000. Lot 12 Quail Haven 
Road. Otto, NC. Price not 
firm...open for negotiation. 
Please email if interested to 
ddmarsh15@aol.com or call/
text to 239-980-0531. Please 
leave a message. (st. 7/20) 

C O M M E R C I A L 
SPACE RENTALS

LOCATION IS EV-
ERYTHING! Prime retail 
space available on Main Street 
in Highlands: 3,000 prime 
retail space available for rent 
starting March 1, 2019 Con-
tact Jody or Wood Lovell. 

Highlands Sotheby’s Interna-
tional Realty. 828.526.4104. 
(st. 1/10) 

SOUTHERN BELLS 
RESTAURANT on Cashiers 
Road for lease. Experienced 
restaurateurs only. Call 706-
782-6252. (st. 5/3)

FALLS ON MAIN -– 
Up and Down units available. 
Call 706-782-6252. (st. 5/3). 

RESIDENTIAL RENT-
ALS

N E W L Y 
G O R G E O U S L Y 
R E N O V A T E D  3 
BEDROOM 2  BATH 
in Highland Falls Country 
Club. 24-hr gated security, 
Meticulously maintained 
grounds. Nantahala Forest 
and several waterfalls within 
the country club. 2 miles 
to Highlands’ Main Street’s 
bout ique shopping and 
gourmet restaurants. Top of 
the line appliances, gas stove, 
quartz counter tops. Mountain 
chic at its finest. 6-month 
rental for December-May. 
$3,000/mth.678-360-2296. 
(st. 11/1) 

VACATION RENTAL: 
In-town Highlands 3bd/3ba. 
$420 n ight ly. V i s i t  our 
web site for more details, 
29brockcourt.wordpress.com/ 
or call Chambers Agency 828-
526-3717. Open year-round. 

(st. 11/21)
AVAILABLE
HORSE BOARDING. 

Room for one horse. Full 
board. Tranquil setting. Four-
stall barn. Experienced care 
on premises. 24/7. $450/
month. Call Verne at 421-
7886 or Mase at 526-9843. 
(1/17)

LEGAL NOTICE
NOTICE OF SERVICE 

OF PROCESS BY 
PUBLICATION STATE 

OF NORTH 
CAROLINA MACON 

COUNTY
IN THE DISTRICT 

COURT

RE: FLORES V. OROZCO, 
MACON COUNTY FILE 
NUMBER: 18-CVD-618

TO:	JOSE MAURICIO 
MUNOZ OROZCO, Defen-
dant.

Take notice that a plead-
ing seeking relief against you 
has been filed in the above-
entitled action. The nature 
of the relief being sought is 
as follows: Absolute Divorce. 
You are required to make 
defense to such pleading not 
later than 	 ( 4 0  d ay s 
after the first publication will 
belong on this line), said date 
being 40 days from the first 
publication of this notice. 
Upon your failure to do so, 
the party seeking service 
against you will apply to the 
Court for the relief sought.

This the 21st day of De-
cember, 2018.

Jonathan Song, Attorney 
for Plaintiff

Song Law, PLLC 1085 N. 
Main Street

Waynesville, NC 28786
(828) 452-2220

Jan. 17, Jan 24, Jan. 31



ANDREA
GABBARD
828.200.6742

andreagabbard
@gmail.com

BROKER &
LUXURY

COLLECTION
SPECIALIST

PROUDLY
REPRESENTING THE

TOP 4% OF AGENTS
WORLDWIDE
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Main Street Inn & Bistro 
828-526-2590 • mainstreet-inn.com

“Ace is the Place.”

At Main & 3rd streets
Highlands 526-2157

Hardware
Reeves

3

www.highlandsiscalling.com
828-526-3717 

11

Country Club Properties
“Your local hometown 

Real Estate professionals.”
3 Offices 828-526-2520

www.CCPHighlandsNC.com

2 “Highlands is calling  
and I must go.”

Pam Nellis 
BROKER 

828-787-1895
pamela.nellis@yahoo.com 

� 
LANDMARK 
REAL ESTATE SALES 8: VACATION RENTALS 

A�u.o:-,n, 

www.LandmarkRG.com I 828-526-4663 I 225 Main St.

6

Suzanne McDavid
Broker

cell: (678) 276-6133 • Off: (828) 526-8300

401 N 5th St., Highlands

SILVER EAGLE 

349 Main Street, Highlands, NC
828.526.5190 silvereaglegallery.com

Native American Jewelry
  Crystal & Gem Gallery

The Log Cabin
Casual Dining in 1924 Joe Webb log cabin

Nightly at 5 p.m. • 828-526-5777

33

33
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Mitzi Rauers, Broker 
404-218-9123 

mitzi@meadowsmtnrealty.com
meadowsmountainrealty.com

13

K-H Park

Martin-Lipscomb 
Performing Arts Center 

(PAC)

5

 “Let me introduce you to our charming  
corner of the world.”

114 N. 4th Street • Highlands, NC

sheryl.wilson@sothebysrealty.com • highlandssir.com
office: 828.526.8300 • cell: 828.337.0706

Sheryl Wilson

474 Main Street 
828.526.3807 
wolfgangs.net

Re-opening for our 
25th Season  

Thursday, Feb. 14

Make Your Valent ines 
Reservat ion Today!



www.firemt.com • (800) 775-4446

Cashmere
Scotland’s Best Knitwear

McCULLEY’S

“Top of the Hill”

242 S. 4th St.

Open 7 days a week
526-4407

33

828-526-2338

30...on the Verandah 
Restaurant

on Lake Sequoyah

www.ontheverandah.com

Open Year-Round
343-D Main Street. • 526-4035

Lunch 
11a-4p
Dinner 
5:30p

Closed
Wednesdays

Paoletti

#1 Broker 
Highlands/Cashiers  

2001-2018 per  
Highlands-Cashiers MLS

7

8

9

6

 5 5

Jody Lovell • 828-526-4104
highlandssothebysrealty.com

Closed 
Jan. & Feb.

Re-opening in 
March

www.wildthymegourmet.com

Invest In An Extraordinary Experience
125 South 4th Street, Highlands • (828) 526-8118 • www.WhiteOakRG.com

Susie deVille, Broker Associate
828-371-2079

Bee Gleeson, Broker Associate
404-307-1415

Pat Gleeson, Owner, BIC
828-782-0472

 5

Pat Allen 
Broker-in-charge

Cell: 828-200-9179 
pat@patallenrealtygroup.com 

Office: 828-526-8784
295 Dillard Road

Highlands, NC 28741

 5

Not the Biggest ... Just the Best!

www.patallenrealtygroup.com 

Kurt Barbee
828-545-7272
Ryan Bears

803-271-5426
Christy Harris
404-229-8737 

Rick Harrison
404-906-5113 
Julie Osborn

BROKERS:
828-200-6165

Sherman Pope 
828-342-4277
Cy Timmons 
828-200-9762

Steve Sheppard
404-219-1349
Sheila Welch
828-342-0695

DAV ID 
BOCK 
BUILDERS 

www.BockBuilders.com 828-526-2240 

A Top Producer for 14 Years

Thank you 
for a great Season! 

We will re-open 
April 4th, 2019


