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The
 SUMMER HOUSE

Open 
Monday – Saturday 

9a-5p
Sunday– noon to 5p
2089 Highway 106

828-526-5577

‘Home Furnishing Center’

The  
 
		

114 N. 4th Street • Highlands 
NC • 828-526-4104 www.highlandssothebysrealty.com • 828-526-4104

Fun for the whole family!

828-526-8773
highlandscanopytour.com

• See LIGHTING page 8• See FIRE page 10

Tibi Outlet Pop-up Shop
August 1-4

on Main Street in the former Jolie’s building 
next to Paoletti’s.

Call Jody Lovell for more details • 828-226-6303

By Brian O’Shea
Plateau Daily News

Theatre-goers for the last 
week of  Oklahoma! at The High-
lands Playhouse will see a differ-
ent backdrop and props for the 
remaining performances.

Gone are the bales of  straw 
on stage which were used as the 
barn backdrop.

Highlands Fire & Rescue re-
ceived a call at 9:22 a.m. Sunday 
morning for a structure fire next 
door at the Highlands Playhouse 
located at 362 Oak Street, which 
is between the HFR and the High-

Fire temporarily shuts 
down Playhouse shows

Firefighters quickly extinguished the fire in the storage buiding on the Play-
house campus. 				         – Photo by Brian O’Shea

lands Police department. 
Playhouse Artistic Director 

Bill Patti was on a phone call in the 
parking lot when he saw smoke 
coming from the building to the 
rear of  the Box Office and imme-
diately called 911.

“The set is going to be rather 
conceptual,” said Playhouse Di-
rector Lance Matzke. “I’m grateful 
we’re dealing with such an experi-
enced, close-knit cast because it’s 
really going to allow them to shine, 
and our performance is going to 
rely on their strengths as actors 

This is a frame from a video shown at the Town Board meeting to depict 
the Chamber’s proposal for light-wrapped trees on Main Street.

Wrapping 24 trees on Main 
Street with white, LED lights, 
seven months of  the year was pro-
posed by Chamber of  Commerce 
representatives at the July 18 Town 
Board meeting.

The agenda item was listed as 
“Chamber of  Commerce Holiday 
Lighting Proposal” but it entailed 
more than that.

Chamber chair Hilary Wil-

kes and Kay Craig suggested the 
24 trees on two blocks of  Main 
from 5th to 3rd streets, includ-
ing the end-cap trees, be wrapped 
– trunks and limbs – with lights 
turned on dusk to dawn or some 
specific timeframe, October until 
just after Easter.

They showed a quick video 
of  lighted trees along a street that 

Chamber proposes  
‘lighting up’ downtown

By Brittney Lofthouse 
For years, legislators in West-

ern North Carolina have worked 
to secure funding for Nantahala 
and Highlands Schools due to 
how isolated they are from the rest 
of  the county. Both schools are 
K-12 schools and cost a significant 
amount more in operational costs 
than schools in the Franklin area. 
Past legislators were unsuccessful 
year after year, until Representative 
Kevin Corbin took office. 

Rep. Corbin ran on the prom-
ise of  working on behalf  of  High-
lands and Nantahala Schools to get 
the state to allocate more funding 
for the unique geography of  Ma-
con County, and he was success-
ful. With the help of  Senator Jim 
Davis, during Corbin’s first term 
in the House of  Representatives 
he was able to get the state to ap-
prove $1 million in recurring funds 
for Macon County to offset the 
operational costs associated with 
both schools. 

During this legislative term, 
Corbin has been working with 
Bobby Hanig, who represents Cur-
rituck County to get nearly identi-

Legislators 
support 
funding 

for unique 
K-12 schools  
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Highlands Mayor
Patrick Taylor

I have been asked why the 
town wants to change the 
way residential garbage is 

collected. The old adage, “if  
it ain’t broke, don’t fix it,” has 
been invoked. My response is 
that the way we collect trash is 
broken and out of  date.

OSHA reports that 46,000 
janitors, custodians and sanita-
tion workers are injured each 
year. The vast majority are back 
injuries, and about 60% result 
from lifting garbage cans. These workers 
have 16th highest rate of  occupational 
hazards. The average cost for these inju-
ries, including medical treatment and lost 
time on the job is over $60,000 per case.

I’ve had several people tell me I 
shouldn’t discuss this problem because our 
workers will start filling claims. It would be 
morally wrong to not address this health 
and safety issue for our sanitation workers, 
just as if  we ignored the potential health 
issues of  firefighters exposed to toxic 
chemicals. As a community we have to 
take action and implement best practices. 

Also, our workers are already at 
times injured on the job. Those 
injuries cost the town money in 
medical treatment and the loss 
of  productivity and work time.

Specifically, the procedure 
we have in place where our sani-
tation workers lift 35-gallon, or 
larger, trash cans when doing 
residential pickup is exactly what 
concerns OSHA. One worker 
may lift hundreds of  trash cans 
on any day. We have about 2,000 

residential customers that get two pickups 
a week. This repetitive lifting adds up to a 
heavy burden for our workers.

Our garbage trucks are equipped with 
lift bar devices. They are used for lifting the 
95-gallon toters deployed in commercial 
districts. The next step is to move toward 
using toters in residential areas. The wheel 
toters and lift bar devices will make it much 
easier for our workers to deposit the trash 
in the trucks. Almost all toters are designed 
to work with the universal lift bar system. 
The use of  toters is a standard operating 
procedure in sanitation departments across 
the country.

If  we convert to toters that are bear-
resistant, another important issue of  better 
managing wildlife will also be addressed. 
These bear-resistant toters are more cost-
ly than standard toters, but they are also 
built stronger to withstand the assault by 
a hungry bear. I have looked at bear resis-
tant-toters on the Internet. Most vendors 
sell 64- and 95-gallon toters. Prices range 
from $200 to $300 plus. Some folks may 
say they are too expensive. My response is 
that handling and disposing of  trash on the 
plateau is not a cheap operation and with 
a bear-resistant toter people won’t have to 
pick up messes left by bears who get into 
traditional garbage cans.

The public works committee will be 
researching and reviewing how to address 
both of  these issues. Questions of  how, 
and when we implement these new resi-
dential practices will have to be answered. 
The cost and how and who will pay for the 
conversion will also need to be determined. 
There are a number of  options to be de-
cided, but to do nothing is not an option.

There are potential changes coming to 
residential trash pickup

Incumbents John Dotson, Brian 
Stiehler and Eric Pierson will be on the 
Municipal ballot come November 5, 2019. 

Candidates line up for Town Board seats
Joining them are Mark Hehn, Hank 

Ross, Michael “Bud” Rogers and Nick 
McCall.

Friday 7/26 
Overnight 

lrll 
TempQ 73 F 54 F 

RealFeeisQ 82 F 63 F 

WindsQ 4g5 3g4 
14% 7% 

0 0 
T-StormsO 

RainfallO 

SnowfallO 0 0 

Saturday 7/27 
Da � Overnight 

{·····\.
74 F 56 F 

83 F 63 F 
3g5 3g4 
16% 9% 

0 0 
0 0 

Sunday 7/28 
Overnight 

74 F 57 F 

84 F 64 F 
3g4 3g4 

24% 17% 
0 0 
0 0 
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MeadowsMountainRealty.com  |  828.526.1717

At Highlands Falls CC 
2334 CASHIERS ROAD

Downtown Highlands
488 MAIN STREET

Downtown Cashiers 
132 HIGHWAY 107 SOUTH

PRICE CHANGE: This great home is in pristine condition. The living 
room is spacious with a stone fireplace, wood floors and opens to the expansive 
screened porch. The master suite has “his and hers” closets, “his and hers” vanities 
and high-end fixtures in the bath, and opens to the deck. The lower level has an 
office area with a view, another outdoor living space, two lovely guest suites plus a 
large family room with wet bar and bookcase/wet bar built-ins.

MLS# 91259  |  Was $895,000  NOW Offered for $849,000!

PRICE CHANGE: This great property backs up the National Forest so 
when relaxing on the huge covered deck, only nature is in the view. With handsome 
wood floors throughout the common areas, a stone fireplace and vaulted ceilings, 
the home has a terrific floorplan that makes entertaining a breeze. A new kitchen 
features an oversized island, granite countertops and stainless steel appliances. 
Offered beautifully furnished.

MLS# 89562  |  Was $995,000  NOW Offered for $949,000!

NEW ON MARKET: Adorable cottage in Highlands Falls Country Club in 
a very private location on a cul de sac. The home has an older pedigree but has been 
updated with the addition of a large master suite plus a lower level which features 
a family room and additional guest quarters. The main level features an updated 
kitchen with a breakfast bar and opens to the great room with stone fireplace. The 
back deck is large and is the perfect spot to enjoy the view of Shortoff Mountain.

MLS# 91516  |  Offered for $445,000

NEW ON MARKET: This 1927 charmer sits on over 2 acres, located in-
town Highlands! This cottage could be restored back to its original cottage or torn 
town and developed into four cottages. Walking distance to Mirror Lake and to 
downtown. The main house has 2BR/2BA; the guest cottage has 1BR/1BA. Step 
back in time as you enter this very private setting with its beautiful wooded and 
lush rhododendron level grounds.

MLS# 91504  |  Offered for $399,900

NEW on MARKET & PRICE CHANGES!



• Highlands Area Dining •

Serving Lunch and Dinner Year-Round.
Gourmet Foods, Full Service Bar
Town Square at 343-D Main St. • Highlands

828-526-4035

Serving Lunch 
11a to 4p

AND
Serving Dinner 

from 5:30p 
7 Days a Week

Open Year Round • 6 days

Asia House
Japanese • Asian• Thai Cuisine

Mon. thru Thurs., 11a to 10p
Fri., & Sat., 11a to 11 p

Sun., noon to 10p
828-787-1680 or 828-787-1900

We Cater!
151 Helen’s Barn Avenue

Please call for reservations

Closed Wednesday & Daily 3 to 4:30p 

828-526-2338

...on the Verandah 
Restaurant

on Lake Sequoyah
www.ontheverandah.com

US 64 west • Highlands

Dinner 
served 

nightly at 5:30
Sunday 

Brunch begins 
at 11 a.m.

474 Main Street | 828.526.3807 | wolfgangs.net

Open Everyday except Tuesdays
Bistro Opens at 4pm | Dining Room at 5:30pm

Cel ebra t i ng  25 Year s

Main Street Highlands since 1984

JOIN US FOR OUR

30th Season
TUESDAY – SUNDAY

DINNER STARTS @ 5:30PM

531 SMALLWOOD AVE | 828-526-9419

OUTDOOR, PET FRIENDLY
DINING AVAILABLE

812165

NOW OPEN SUNDAYS!
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Now hiring all 
positions
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MeadowsMountainRealty.com  |  828.526.1717

At Highlands Falls CC 
2334 CASHIERS ROAD

Downtown Highlands
488 MAIN STREET

Downtown Cashiers 
132 HIGHWAY 107 SOUTH

HIGHLANDS CC This magnificent home is just perfect in every way. 
Completely renovated, the home sits at the top of the Brushy Face Ridge at an el-
evation of over 4,200 feet with amazing panoramic views of Whiteside Mountain 
and beyond. Along one side is over 700 feet of national forest land creating a very 
private setting. No expense was spared when the home was restyled in 2016. The 
home is beautifully furnished and ready for the next family.

MLS# 90776  |  Offered for $2,950,000

CULLASAJA CLUB A picture of good taste and style, this superbly po-
sitioned house is surrounded by gardens and trails, plus babbling water features, 
gazebo, and dock on Lake Ravenel with 350 feet of lake frontage. The living room 
ceiling soars two stories with a floor-to-ceiling native stone fireplace, a wall of glass 
which opens the room to the spacious covered deck, and a built-in bookcase. This 
private retreat has many options for enjoyment both indoors and outdoors.

MLS# 89386  |  Offered for $2,900,000

RAVENEL RIDGE You will be instantly captivated by the beautifully land-
scaped grounds and lovely gardens as you approach this home. You’ll love the bab-
bling sound of the water feature that flows through the stone driveway and is vis-
ible from the kitchen window. This 4 bedroom, 5 1/2 bath home has spectacular 
views of a range of 30 mountains, including Satulah, Little Bear Pen and Shortoff, 
as well as overlooking picturesque Highlands. 

MLS# 90266  |  Offered for $2,997,000

HIGHLANDS CC Stepping inside this home, you are immediately taken 
back to the hillsides of Scotland by a massive wooden door and wall of stone. The 
large stone fireplace with hand carved mahogany mantle and the high, wood cof-
fered ceilings in the elegant living room reminds one of a Scottish manor house. 
Glass doors in the great room lead onto the covered porch with stone flooring and 
another stone fireplace, offering unparalleled views across Blue Valley and beyond.

MLS# 90525  |  Offered for $5,000,000



In Wright Square
137 Main Street

Dine In or Take Out
828-820-8686

Open Mon.-Sat. 7a to 4p • Sun. 8a to 3p
All Day Craft Breakfast, Lunch

and Pastries Galore
Vegan & Vegetarian Options

Eggs Your Way • Omelets 
Corn Beef  Hash • Eggs Benedict 

3 Chef-Crafted Soups Daily 
Salads

Hot Sandwiches Daily
Hand-made in-House Burgers

Panni Sandwiches • Cubans • Ruebens 
and much more!
Come See Us!

at The Main Street Inn
270 Main Street (828) 526-2590

Check out the website 
or call for hours.

Weekend music on the lawn.
www.mainstreet-inn.com 

• Highlands Area Dining •

Altitudes 
Restaurant 

at Skyline Lodge 
. ;c•"'· •. Fine Dining with. a VwdJ! �-;;� • �·�i;\,_ . �. ,tot i� ·J,i�;:�: 

470 Skyline Lodge Road 
828-526-2121

Full bar

Open for Dinner
Wed.- Sat at 5:30p

Open for Breakfast
Sat. & Sun 7:30-10a

Sunday Brunch
11:30a to 2p

Appetizer
Fried green tomatoes 

with a roasted vegetable puree
Soup

Wild mushroom bisque
 Fish Special

Sauteed black grouper over saffron 
rice with a black bean sauce

Special Entree
Prince Edward Island 

mussels marinara
Friday & Saturday Special
Slow-roasted Prime Rib

Reservations appreciated

Quesadillas • Tacos • Burritos Homemade 
soups & fresh Iy baked cookies 

Open 
Mondays - Saturday 

11a to 3p 
 226 S. 4th St. Highlands • 828-526-9313 
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MeadowsMountainRealty.com  |  828.526.1717

At Highlands Falls CC 
2334 CASHIERS ROAD

Downtown Highlands
488 MAIN STREET

Downtown Cashiers 
132 HIGHWAY 107 SOUTH

Pricing includes a full membership to Old Edwards Club, valued at $80,000, as well as the new family-friendly amenities offered at GlenCove by Old Edwards. 

Offered for $1,695,000  |  Contact Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices Meadows Mountain Realty for more information

We’re thrilled to announce another wonderful community from Old Edwards Hospitality Group! Located in-town and walkable to all that Highlands 
has to offer, this property is just over three acres and will include six homes, each on a half-acre lot. The community will be gated and beautifully 
landscaped to include a common area featuring a pavilion and small pond. Constructed by renowned Highlands builder, Lupoli Construction, this 
project will exhibit the finest quality, design, and materials. There are two floor plans available including one-level and two-level options, both with 
three bedrooms and three and a half baths.

•  12-foot ceilings in the great room with wood beams and high baseboards

•  Kohler fixtures and stone in kitchens and baths

•  Carrera or travertine tile in baths and heated floors in master bath

•  Stainless steel appliance package from KitchenAid

•  Whirlpool appliances featured in the laundry room

•  Beautiful outdoor spaces with wood-burning and stacked-stone fireplaces



Craft Ice Cream &
Hand-Crafted 
Sandwiches
Summer Hours: 

Corner of 4th & Main (115 S 4th Street) | 828-526-9632

11:00AM - 8:00PM 
11:00AM - 5:00PM 

Mon - Sat
Sun

 Fast & Fresh Family Food 
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• See LIGHTING page 13

595 Franklin Road, Highlands, NC 
828.526.3554

www.highlandssmokehouse.com
Follow Us on Facebook & Instagram

Peace from the Pit ®

Real pit BBQ!

OPEN 
Mon, Wed, Thurs,11-9 • Fri & Sat 11-10 • Sun, 11-7

(CLOSED TUESDAY)

...LIGHTING continued from page 1

I 

Change is the only 
constant in life, we took 

Highlands' best old mainstay and 
made it better. 

Now serving Breakfast, Lunch and 
Dinner, T ug's Proper is the 

preeminent place in Highlands 
that caters to Locals and Travelers 

alike.  
OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK 

LUNCH • DINNER
11a - 10p

Sunday Lunch 
10a-2p

310 Main Street • Highlands 
828.526.3555

www.tugsproper.com

Drive customers to you ... don’t just HOPE they walk 
in. To advertise, email highlandseditor@aol.com

or call 828-200-1371

the company who would do the work “We Hang Christmas 
Trees” did elsewhere.

Wilkes said one of  the Chamber’s goals is to make the 
experience of  visitors as heightened as possible while they 
are here. 

“Throughout the country small towns use lights during 
all times of  year to make guests feel welcome and they create 
an ambiance in the downtown area which encourages folks 
to stick around, relax, maybe walk around after dinner and 
make use of  the Main Street area,” she said.

Craig said she has heard from a lot of  people Highlands 
is dreary after the Christmas lights are taken down.

“With the lights, when folks come here in February, 
March, and January and they are pulling into town, even 
though its 6 o’clock at night instead of  pitch black what they 
would be coming into is something lit up, more welcoming,” 
said Wilkes. “It may help with commerce, but this is really 
just to provide ambiance for our downtown area. If  we like 
it, we can look at going up and down 4th street toward the 
park.”

Wilkes said she doesn’t want the moniker “holiday 
lights” attached to the proposal because it’s more a “fall 
and winter lighting” proposal. 

She said the Chamber board has already approved 
this as an expenditure. “We Hang Christmas Lights” has 
proposed $30,700, to install the lights, check them once a 
month, maintain them and take them down.

“What we seek from the town is the electrical piece 
of  this – making sure we have access to power and for the 
town to also pay the power bill,” said Wilkes. 

Wilkes said they wanted approval from the Town 
Board that night, because “We Hang Christmas Lights” has 
to start preparing lights tomorrow.”

She said then the company needs three to four weeks 
to get them on every tree by late August early September so 
they are ready for the fall season, the first of  October. They 
would be taken down just after Easter – this year April 19; 
that would give the trees four or five months to grow be-
fore the lights are put on again.

She said people have asked if  the town’s traditional 
colored lights would still be up during the holidays to pro-
vide a distinction but she said she didn’t know if  it’s pos-
sible with the lights planned for the project, or if  there is a 
need for the colored holiday lights.

“It seems like we would have enough decoration with 
the wreaths around town,” she said.

Wilkes said they hadn’t discussed the logistics of  the 
project with anyone at the town level. Mayor Pat Taylor said 
a lot of  questions needed to be answered including the fea-
sibility. Public Works Director/Town Engineer Lamar Nix, 
who was not at the meeting, would have to be consulted 
before the project could possibly move forward, he said. 

Commission Amy Patterson, John Dotson and Eric 
Pierson said they weren’t ready to give a blanket “yes” that 
night.

“I am certainly not prepared to approve this tonight 
because that [the video] was too gaudy. Every one of  those 
trees had soooo many lights on them. That to me doesn’t 
look like Highlands at all. It looks like Las Vegas or some-
thing,” she said. “There is a lot of  light pollution, too. I like 
our dark skies so you can actually see the stars.” 

Craig and Wilkes both said the video depicted a street 
with many more trees than Highlands and Highlands’ trees 
are much more spread out.

Wilkes said timers could be considered – with the 
lights coming on at dusk and going off  at 11 p.m.

“There are considerations. We want to make sure it’s 
tasteful and not overly done but that it will create a night 
glow when people are milling about right after dinner and 
window shopping,” she said. “When people arrive in town 
at 5 or 6 on a Friday for a winter weekend and it’s dark it’s 
hard to tell what’s open or if  anything is happening. We 
want the lights to be part of  the atmosphere in town with-
out taking away from the beautiful nature of  our town. And 
yes, light pollution has come up ... but timers and the per-
centage of  lights can be discussed.” 

Commissioner Pierson said first up Nix had to be in 
the mix.

“I would hate to say yes to this and find out the town 
has to spend thousands to make it happen,” he said. This 
is just very new to us and we haven’t seen anything about 
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BREAKFAST * LUNCH * DINNER * GRILL
WOOD-FIRED PIZZA * DELI * BAKERY

COOKING FOR HIGHLANDS
BREAKFAST
Daily until 11:00

Made-to-order with cage-free eggs, freshly-made Belgian waffles 
and French toast, bacon, sausage, ham, biscuits, muffins and 

croissants. Espresso bar featuring in-house roasted coffee and the 
best Mimosas around!

LUNCH & DINNER
Grill - daily 11:00 until close

Freshly-ground Angus brisket burgers, hand-cut fries, specialty 
salads and sandwiches, and while-they-last daily features. Daily 

hot bars include Asian, Mexican, and more!
Wood-fired pizza oven - daily 11:00 until close

Authentic Neapolitan pizza made from scratch,
Fresh Grande cheese, basil, crushed tomatoes, homemade Italian 

sausage and pancetta.
Gluten-free crust available!

SUNDAY SOUTHERN BRUNCH BAR
Every Sunday from 11:30- 3:30

Menu may include skillet fried chicken, country Angus steak, 
skillet corn, biscuits & preserves, mashed potatoes, veggies, 

cobbler, with soup & salad bar available.

WINE MARKET & CRAFT BEER
A comprehensive selection of wine with great prices and a 
knowledgeable staff. Wine and craft beer by-the-glass and 

cocktails available. Enjoy a drink while shopping!

BAKERY
Full-service scratch bakery with Artisan breads and pastries and 

doughnuts, made fresh daily. Custom cakes to chocolate chip 
cookies - something for everyone.

SPECIALTY CHEESES
Artisan and domestic cheeses, tapenades, olives, our

house-made crackers, and other specialty food items...

A n d  M u c h  M o r e
V I S I T  O U R  W E B S I T E  AT

W W  W  . M F G R O . C O M
STORE OPENS MONDAY - SATURDAY AT 7AM & SUNDAY AT 8AM 

Corner of Fifth & Main, Highlands NC ∙ 828.526.2400

MOUNTAIN 
FRESH 
GROCERY

Remembering the 50th anniversary of 
America’s first step on the moon

By Curtis Fussell
Co-pastor First Presbyterian Church

It may come as a surprise to learn the 
story about the first liquid and food con-
sumed on the moon. We just celebrated the 
fiftieth anniversary of  humans walking on 
the moon with the landing of  Apollo 11. 
It happened on July 20, 1969. On that day, 
history was made when the first human be-
ings walked on the surface of  the moon.

But it might surprise you to hear what 
Buzz Aldrin did before he and Neil Arm-
strong exited the Lunar Module and set 
foot on the moon: Buzz Aldrin took com-
munion on the surface of  the moon.

The background to the story is that 
Buzz Aldrin was an elder at Webster Pres-
byterian Church in Webster, Texas at this 
time in his life. Being a person of  faith 
and knowing that he would soon be doing 
something unprecedented in human his-
tory, he felt that he should somehow mark 
the occasion. He asked his minister to help 
him and so the minister consecrated a 
communion wafer and a small vial of  com-
munion wine. Aldrin then received special 
permission to take the wafer and wine with 
him on the lunar mission.

Aldrin and Armstrong had to wait 
more than an hour before stepping out on 
the lunar surface. During that time, when 
Aldrin made the following public state-
ment:

“This is the LM (Lunar Module) pilot. 
I’d like to take this opportunity to ask every 
person listening in, whoever and wherever 
they may be, to pause for a moment and 
contemplate the events of  the past few 
hours and to give thanks in his or her own 
way.” He then ended radio communica-
tion, and there, on the silent surface of  the 
moon, 250,000 miles from home, he took 
communion.

Here is his account of  what hap-

pened: “In the radio blackout, I opened the 
little plastic packages which contained the 
bread and the wine. I poured the wine into 
the chalice our church had given me. In the 
one-sixth gravity of  the moon, the wine 
slowly curled and gracefully came up the 
side of  the cup. On a three-by-five card on 
which I had written the scripture, I read out 
loud: ‘I am the vine, you are the branches. 
Whosoever abides in me will bring forth 
much fruit ... Apart from me you can do 
nothing (John 15:5).’

“I ate the tiny wafer and swallowed the 
wine. I gave thanks for the intelligence and 
spirit that had brought two young pilots to 
the Sea of  Tranquility. It was interesting for 
me to think that the very first liquid ever 
poured on the moon and the very first food 
eaten there were the communion elements.” 
Armstrong looked on quietly and respect-
fully; but he did not participate in the ritual.

Later, Aldrin hinted that he could have 
been more inclusive:

“Perhaps, if  I had it to do over again, I 
would not choose to celebrate communion. 
Although it was a deeply meaningful experi-
ence for me, it was a Christian sacrament, 
and we had come to the moon in the name 
of  all mankind – be they Christians, Jews, 
Muslims, animists, agnostics, or atheists. But 
at the time I could think of  no better way 
to acknowledge the enormity of  Apollo 11 
experience than be giving thanks to God. It 
was my hope that people would keep the 
whole event in their minds and keep and 
see… a deeper meaning -a challenge, and 
the human need to explore whatever is 
above us, below us, or out there.”

To this day, Webster Presbyterian 
church celebrates a Lunar Communion 
Sunday every July. The church also has in its 
possession the chalice that Aldrin took with 
him to the moon. 

On July 20, 1969, 
the astronaut Neil 
Armstrong 
became the first 
human being to 
walk on another 
world, famously 
marking the 
moment with the 
phrase: “That’s 
one small step for 
[a] man, one giant 
leap for mankind.”
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Gorgeous views with end of the cul-de-sac privacy, this 3 bedrooms 3 baths 
home is the perfect mix of rustic and elegance. 2 fireplaces. Furniture available 
separately. Offered for for $974,900. Contact Andrea Gabbard 828-200-6742.

 Andrea Gabbard
c 828.200.6742  o 828.526.8300  
andrea.gabbard@sothbysrealty.com

Highlands Country Club

Andrea is one of the top 25 
Real Estate Brokers in 2018. 

Highlands Sotheby’s International 
Realty is the top selling firm in 
Highlands  since 2013  as per 

HCMLS Navica.   
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HIGHLANDS 
CASHIERS 
CHAMBER 
M US IC 
FESTIVAL 

Come join the excitement 
as we celebrate our 38th Season 

of World Class Music 
and Internationally 

Known Artists at the Highlands-Cashiers Chamber Music Festival 
Through August 11, 2019www.h-cmusicfestival.org hccmfnc@gmail.com 

(828) 526-9060

...FIRE continued from page 1
and musicians. While the fire has certainly 
presented a challenge to us, our goal is to get 
up and running as quickly as possible and 
continue the momentum we’ve been build-
ing this season. After all, the show must go 
on!”

According to Fire Marshal Jimmy 
Teem, the cause of  the fire was spontane-
ous combustion of  bales of  straw that were 
in the storage building adjacent to the Play-
house.

Teem said the bales of  straw which 
were being used as backdrop props on the 
stage for Oklahoma! inside the Playhouse 
and extra bales being stored in the building 
had been treated for bugs with a borax and 
water solution, which in itself  is OK. 

“They sprayed the bales to get rid of  
the insects and that’s fine, but then they put 
them back in the storage building while they 
were still wet. This caused them to build 
heat – just like if  wet or green hay is put in a 
barn. They would have had to let them dry 
out completely before storing them.” 

Teem said the bales put back on the 
stage didn’t ignite because the building is 
air-conditioned so it was a different environ-
ment.

However, he issued a fire-code viola-
tion because bales of  straw can easily ignite 
with a spark from an outlet or any number 
of  things, he said.

“That building isn’t sprinkled and its 
very old. All that’s needed is a good spark to 
start a fire, so bales of  straw aren’t allowed 
in there,” he said. 

Even if  the building was “sprinkled” 
he said bales of  hay would have had to be 
treated with some kind of  flame retardant 
prior to being used.

He ordered the power turned off  in the 
building Sunday which shut down Sunday’s 

matinee production as well as the movie 
set for later that afternoon and evening. He 
allowed the power to be turned back on 
around 2:30 p.m. Monday after all the bales 
were removed and a punch list he left previ-
ously was completed.

No one was in the building at the time 
of  the fire and there were no injuries.

The out-building to the rear of  the 
campus is used to store set equipment and 
wardrobe, and after inspection appears to 
be structurally sound.

“There’s some smoke and heat dam-
age, but the structure was mostly metal so 
there’s not much damage there,” said High-
lands Fire & Rescue Chief  Gearhart. “It 
was mostly content damage.”

HFR Firefighter and Town Commis-
sioner Eric Pierson was the first on the 
scene and said the source was easy to locate 
upon entering the building.

“Right when I walked in, the fire 
source was easy to spot in a back corner,” 
said Pierson. “But moving through the dark 
there was zero visibility and we had to go 
through all the clutter to get to the flames, 
then we just put it out with a hose.”

Playhouse staff  walked through the 
theater portion of  the Playhouse to check 
on the stacks of  straw bales that were on 
stage. Besides a slight odor of  smoke, the 
stage appeared unscathed.

Matzke said the metal out-building will 
probably not be used again. If  anything, it’ll 
be completely stripped to just a shell, he 
said.

Cashiers-Glenville Volunteer Fire De-
partment was also on scene providing sup-
port as is policy with structure fires.

Oklahoma! continues through Satur-
day, July 27. 

The Highlands Emergency Council 
(HEC) presents their 6th Annual Bluegrass 
Event at the Kelsey-Hutchinson Founders 
Park on Saturday, July 27 from 11a to 2p. 
Join HEC volunteers for hot dogs, raffle 
and the very best bluegrass music by Aubrey 
Eisenman & The Cydes.

Aubrey Eisenman & The Clydes are 
an Asheville-based, Americana act featuring 
Aubrey Eisenman in the upright bass and 
vocals, Justin Eisenman on the guitar and 
vocals and John Duncan on the fiddle and 
Vocals. Their distinct sound blends elements 
of  classic country with progressive bluegrass 
ad has kept them at the forefront of  region-
ally up and coming acts with their biggest 
boom yet to come!

Come join HEC for fun event and to 
help support projects to benefit low income 
people of  the Highlands area.

HEC fundraiser is Sat. in K-H Park 11a to 2p
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Bud Katz

•Word Matter•

212 South 4th Street
  828.787.1877

JULY 26 - 28 • 10 AM - 5 PM  

Trunk Shows

Dena Lyons Collec� on 
& Jude Frances Jewelry

after bypass
LIFE 

Mission has received the highest ranking possible for its heart  
surgery program – the only program in western North Carolina to do so. 

When you need to know you’re in the best hands, Mission is here for you.

HIGHEST
RANKED
by the Society of 

Thoracic Surgeons

MISSION:YOU

The word for today is friendship

For a long time I’ve 
pondered the idea of  
friendship. 

I’ve been unable to attri-
bute this particular reference 
to any particular person, but 
we’ve likely all heard that peo-
ple come into your life for a 
reason, a season, or a lifetime. 
Of  course, not all of  them be-
come, depending upon your 
definition, a friend. 

But, therein lies the rub: what is your 
definition of  a friend?

I’ve conducted some informal polling 
on this question, and I can tell you there 
is no single, universally accepted definition. 
My old pal, Webster, says a friend is a per-
son whom one knows and with whom one 
has a bond of  mutual affection, typically 
exclusive of  sexual or family relations.

Now, that definition doesn’t apply 
universally because many people will argue 
that a sibling, a spouse, even a child can 
certainly be a friend. I consider my wife my 
best friend. And I believe, at least most of  
the time, she shares this sentiment. 

That digital scourge, Facebook, has 
corrupted the entire notion of  friendship. 
First of  all, they turned a noun into a verb, 
and that, by itself, is a source of  head-
shaking frustration for people who respect 
the American version of  the English lan-
guage. People on Facebook brag about 
having thousands of  “friends.” Please. 
Anyone, other than perhaps a precocious 
six-year-old, who claims to have beyond a 
tiny handful of  close friends probably has 
none at all.

So, how do people – how do you – 
define this amorphous concept of  who is 
a “friend?”

One guy I know told me a true friend 
is someone who will bail you out of  jail, 

give you an airtight alibi, and never ask 
you what you did. No argument here. 

A woman I asked told me her defini-
tion of  a true friend is the one person with 
whom she can laugh or cry. I like that.

I believe we exist within some com-
plex Venn diagram, where we have people 
with whom we engage, with some degree 
of  regularity, in a specific activity; that’s a 
reason; or for a period of  time. That’s a 
season. The quilting circle. The bowling 
league. But, do the relationships achieve a 
level of  intimacy or continuity deserving of  

the designation, friend? Some-
times, perhaps. For a while, 
perhaps. But to me the notion 
of  these kinds of  transactional 
relationships doesn’t rise to the 
level of  true friendship.

We have people at work 
with whom we are amiable, but 
does the relationship extend be-
yond work? Will we introduce 
these folks to our families? Will 
we travel with them? Will we 

share, not gossip, but real, significant, hon-
est, joys, fears and regrets with them? Will 
we show them our authentic selves? Will we 
take long, quiet walks with them and be able 
to stand the silence, and just bask in their 
presence?

Speaking personally, I believe the 
“friend playing field” is not a level one. I be-
lieve the friendship dynamic is different for 
men and for women, for children and adults, 
for straight and gay people, and, I believe the 
rules can be adapted based on one’s cultural 
identity. 

I believe proximity matters, but not 
always. I believe frequency of  interaction 
matters, but not entirely. I believe the depth 
of  interaction matters, but not exclusively. 
Don’t we all have people who don’t necessar-
ily share our demographic profile, our ZIP 
code, our politics, our faith, even our gender, 
with whom we share a certain level of  his-
tory, commonality of  values, and just enjoy 
being around?

If  we do, and, if  we’re smart, we trea-
sure those folks.

I don’t have any empirical evidence for 
these beliefs. I’ve lived for a while. I’ve con-
sidered the complex notion of  friendship for 
a while. I don’t use the word flippantly. 

I doubt I’d be able to ask most folks 
with whom I’m friendly to bail me out of  jail 
and I wouldn’t expect a single one of  them 
to provide me with an alibi.

Lincoln asked, “Do I not destroy my 
enemies when I make them my friends?” 
Finding common ground on which to stand, 
together, is a great first step to friendship. 

My own definition is also attributable 
to someone unknown. “A true friend under-
stands your past, believes in your future, and 
values you just the way you are.” If  I count 
my best friend, the one with whom I wake 
every day, I have two such people in my life.

And two true friends, at least to me, are 
definitely enough.
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518 Dillard Road, Highlands, NC
828-526-1900

thecarbutlernc.com

• Full Service Automobile 
Detailing

• Purveyor of Luxury and 
Exotic Motorcars

• We Pay Top Dollar for 
High Quality Vehicles

TICKETS AVAILABLE ONLINE 
highlandsplayhouse.org 

828-526-2695 I 362 Oak Street I Highlands 

Highlands" Playhouse 

•CatSpeak•
Princess Puddin’

Health tips from Princess Puddin’

As I stand on Mum’s desk chair 
typing this column on her key-
board, it’s only fitting that she’s 

here in the office huffing and puffing 
through a workout with her exercise 
ball and weights. Once she’ finished 
with her ball wall squats, situps, bicep 
curls, and such, she’ll want her comput-
er back so I need to hustle. It’s possible 
she’ll decide to add a walk to today’s 
workout, but you never know.

My health routine combines huff-
ing and puffing with relaxation tech-
niques and doesn’t involve props. Some might say I lean 
more to the stress relief  side of  the equation, but I also 
find time to exert myself  daily.

I was prompted to write about this topic when I read a 
column in our local paper: “Bird-watching might mean bet-
ter health, less stress.” Humans are so funny. They had to 
conduct a study to establish this fact, while we kitties have 
long known about the health benefits of  bird-watching. 

I will grant you that my kitty 
friends who go outside sometimes do a 
bit more than watch, as in chase a bird 
here and there. Me? Confined to the 
indoors, I either watch the Outdoor 
Channel from the kitchen and living 
room windows or in warmer weather 
from the screened porch. It’s Dad’s 
responsibility to keep all bird feeders 
stocked so that I have entertainment 
in living color — bluebirds, cardinals, 
goldfinches, you name it.

The study conducted by the University of  Exeter 
in Great Britain “[f]ound mental health benefits — less 
stress anxiety and depression — when people can see 
birds shrubs and trees around their homes.” Well, duh! 
“The researchers conclude: ‘Birds around the home, and 
nature, in general, show great promise in preventative 
health care … ‘“

I, being the intelligent kitty I am, try to begin every 
day watching the birds. It’s my Ohm moment, followed 
occasionally by a calm purring spell in Mum’s lap as she 
drinks coffee. At some point thereafter, I stretch and then 
dash upstairs to do my sprint workout. Mum and Dad 
wonder why I seem only to sprint upstairs, not down-
stairs. Isn’t it obvious? I have an uninterrupted running 
track from the far wall of  the guest bedroom, down the 
hall, all the way through Dad’s office — from one end of  
the house to the other. 

I sprint back and forth over and over, while my 
parents are downstairs laughing at the sound of  “dunt, 
da-dunt, da-dunt, da-dunt.” With that routine complete, 
I choose between napping on Mum and Dad’s bed or get-
ting several treats in the office — when Mum is available 
to place them in my cute kitty treat dish, that is.

My interval workout along with leaping atop tables, 
beds, and the backs of  couches keeps me in super aero-
bic shape; and my relaxation routines like bird-watching, 
meditating on Mum’s yoga block, and of  course, nap-
ping ensure I’m stress-free. Mum has a lovely purple yoga 
block I’m partial to. I fold my paws on it and close my 
eyes just like a yogi. 

Mum practiced yoga for years but gave it up when her 
long-time yoga teacher quit. She said it was her only calm 
time of  the week because she focused solely on holding 
her poses without interference from a gazillion thoughts. 
Personally, I think she could benefit from finding a new 
teacher. Barring that, she could assume the lotus position 
and join me as I meditate. Repeat after me … Ohm.

• Princess Puddin’ Penn resides in Georgia with her dad, her 
mom Kathy Manos Penn, and her canine brother Lord Banjo. Please 
send comments, compliments, and questions to inkpenn119@gmail.
com. She appears in “Lord Banjo the Royal Pooch,” a book that 
can be found on Amazon, at Books Unlimited in Franklin, and 
at Mountain Paws.
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•Investing at 4,118 Ft.•

Pat Allen, BIC
Pat Allen Realty Group

Cell: 828-200-9179 

Dreaded ‘due diligence’

We are so busy right 
now and real estate 
is “hot” in High-

lands and Cashiers! But there 
is one thing that really frus-
trates us and complicates our 
job as brokers. And I refer to 
it as “dreaded due diligence!” 

When we write an offer, 
the contract allows for due 
diligence which is basically an 
investigation period. If  you 
are a broker on the seller’s 
side of  a real estate transac-
tion this is a nightmare for 
many reasons. 

When North Carolina 
replaced the inspection clause in our offer-
to-purchase and contract a few years ago 
followed by a date for repair requests, the 

number of  offers written and 
subsequently terminated in-
creased dramatically! Let me 
explain.

It used to be that buy-
ers requested an inspection as 
soon as we, the brokers, could 
get an appointment – usually 
within two weeks. Then we, 
being brokers, would fill out a 
repair request asking for some 
or all repairs to be done before 
closing. Another option was a 
credit at closing for an estimat-
ed cost of  repairs. An agree-
ment was signed by the buyers 
and sellers and we headed to 

closing.
The current situation is that buyers ask 

for a certain number of  days for due dili-

gence – typically we see 21 -45 days, depend-
ing on the time frame required to get an 
inspection, survey, or contractor to estimate 
costs to remodel. 

This may seem reasonable to a buyer, 
but the clincher is that up until 5 p.m. on the 
final day of  due diligence the buyer can ter-
minate for ANY or NO reason and receive 
their earnest money back. 

This has ultimately taken the home off  
the market and then when it shows active 
again in MLS (our multiple listing service), 
brokers and potential buyers are curious why 
it fell through and are likely to believe there 
is a major problem with the house.  Most 
times this is not the case. Some buyers sim-
ply change their minds…this is certainly not 
fair to sellers. 

Meanwhile, brokers need to tell their 
sellers not to start packing or arrange a move 
until “dreaded” due diligence is up! It slows 
down everything and sellers must play the 
“wait and see” game. I always feel terrible 
having to call a seller and tell them the buy-
ers terminated -- and many times with no 

valid reason.
I urge buyers’ brokers to explain due 

diligence at length and make it for the 
shortest days possible. I also encourage 
buyers to understand they are taking some-
one’s home off  the market and that time 
is of  the essence. If  they don’t terminate 
before 5 p.m. on the last day of  due dili-
gence the contact goes to pending and their 
earnest money is forfeited. At that point ev-
eryone hates “dreaded” due diligence! 

• Pat Allen is owner of  Pat Allen Realty 
Group and a Certified Luxury Home Market-
ing Specialist and is certified in Resort and Second 
home properties.  She chooses to remain an inde-
pendent firm, allowing for personalized service and 
decision making, welcomed and needed in a small 
town. Her firm was recently selected as a Leading 
Real Estate Company of  the World.  She is con-
sistently a top producer and award-winning broker 
on the plateau. Visit her on the web at Pat Allen 
Realty Group.com, call 828-526-8784, or 828-
200-9179. The office is conveniently located at 295 
Dillard Road across from Highlands Decorating 
Center.

For information call the 
Center for Plastic Surgery

828-526-3873
209 Hospital Dr., Ste 202, Highlands

PlasticSurgeryToday.com

this prior to tonight’s meeting. Lamar has to 
look at this from an electrical standpoint.”

Commissioner Dotson agreed on 
both counts and said the town also has a 
holiday lighting ordinance and its likely it 
would have to change for the chamber’s 
proposal to happen.

Town Attorney JK Coward said the 
ordinance may have to change because the 
lighting involves “land use” which would 
require a public hearing prior to an ordi-
nance amendment. 

Commissioner Patterson said she also 
wanted more citizen input not just recom-
mendations from committees.

Wilkes said the chamber has gotten 
great response from the business owners 
and “public comment” would be good to 
hear before the Town Board ultimately 
votes.

Wilkes reiterated that the purpose is 
to create an atmosphere of  energy, and of  
things going on so people are encouraged 
to use the sidewalks at night.

“We thought, in lieu of  just holiday 
time, let’s really try to help our businesses 
throughout the winter and in particular 
keep people downtown – make people 
want to be downtown – even though it’s so 

dark and foggy sometime.”
She said the issue is time-sensitive but 

the chamber wants to do it right and with the 
blessing of  the town.

“We clearly can’t do it without your 
blessing, and we want everybody to get their 
questions answered,” she said.

Commissioner Patterson said there is a 
huge spectrum from what she saw on the 
video and what could be done. 

“And I don’t know where that is. For 
me anyway, it would be hard to just give a 
blank ‘yes’ and say, ‘do whatever you want to 
do.’ We need a concrete proposal about what 
can and can’t be done from Lamar. Plus, our 
Christmas lights will be going up during the 
holiday season and they will be using our 
power.”

In the end, Mayor Taylor said the se-
ries of  events leading up to a vote would 
be a Public Works Committee meeting with 
Nix, a discussion at the Planning Board as 
to appearance, which could also mean an 
recommended verbiage amendment to the 
ordinance which would require an adver-
tised public hearing  prior to a vote from the 
Town Board.

 – Kim Lewicki 

...LIGHTING continued from page 8

On Friday, Aug. 2, it’s The Coalition for Nonnative Invasive Plant Management, CNIPM, 
fourth annual gardening seminar for the public on Friday 9a to noon at the Community Building 
next to the ballpark in Highlands. Packets of educational materials will be available for those who 
preregister. For information or preregistration call 828 526-2651 or register online at http://hi-
cashlt.org/cnipm/html. Cost is $10 per person payable by cash or by check payable to Highlands 
Cashiers Land Trust. Walk-ins are welcome. 

Invasive Plant workshop is Fri. Aug. 2
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Ongoing
• Summer Movies at the Play-

house Sundays 4 & 7 p.m.; Monday 
& Tuesday 1, 4, & 7 p.m.

• The Bascom is open Friday 
- Monday 10am -5pm (Sundays 
12pm - 5pm). Visitors are welcome 
to enjoy the newly updated Story 
Walk Trail throughout the week.

• At the Highlands Recreation 
Dept. pool. Public Swim Monday-
Thursday 11a-7p Friday and Satur-
day 11a-6p and Sunday 1-6p.

Monday - Saturday 
• Mountain Findings Thrift 

Store on Spruce Street is open 
from 10a to 4p.

• Fibber Magee’s Clothing 
Thrift Store on Laurel Street is 
open Tues.-Friday 10a to 4p and 
on Saturday from 10a to 2p.

First Mondays
• Shortoff Baptist Church 

non-denominational Men’s Mtg at 
7p.

Mondays
• At the Nature Center. Free. 

Garden Tour. 10:30am. Enjoy a 

walk through the Botanical Gardens 
with our knowledgeable staff, viewing 
beautiful native plant life in diverse 
habitats.

• At the Rec Park, Dance2Fit 
classes with Tori Schmitt at 5:30pm.

Mon. & Thurs.
• The Joy Program at HUMC 

11:30a to 1:30p. Includes a free lunch 
and a variety of programs and games. 
All seniors are welcome. For more 
info, call Tricia Smith at 828-338-8167. 

Mon.-Wed.
• Hip Hop classes with Tori 

Schmitt 5:30-6:30. 
Mon., Wed., Fri.
• Heart Healthy Exercise Class 

Monday, Wednesday and Friday 
8:30am-9:30am. 

• Step Aerobics with Tina Rogers 
8-9a.

• Gentle Yoga at the Rec park at 
9:15-10:30 a.m.. All levels welcome. 

Mon., Wed., Thurs.
• Pickle Ball at the Recreation 

Department Gym 10:30am -1pm
Tuesdays through July 30
• Free Community Yoga and 

Gentle Movement at The Ball Field 
with Rachel Kinback, Certified Yoga 
Teacher, 500hr; 5:30-6:15p. People of 
all ages and ability levels are invited 
to meet at the Ball Field for fun, ex-
pressive, gentle Yoga and Movement. 
This 45 min guided practice will be 
inclusive, so come as you are. Packing 
a blanket or exercise mat and water 
bottle is encouraged. The baseball 
field site is located adjacent to the 
Highlands Community Building off 
N. 4th St./ Hwy 106 headed toward 
Cashiers. Restrooms will be available 
on site. 

Tuesdays
• At the Nature Center. Free. 

Turtle and Toad Feeding. 11:30am. 
View our live animals at their most 
active -- feeding time!

• FREE Community Table Dinner 
at the Community Bldg. at 6p. 

• The Highlands Writers Group 
meets Tuesday, at 3pm in the down-
stairs boardroom at The Bascom. 
Writers at all levels of proficiency are 
welcome. For additional information, 
contact Bud Katz, 828-526-3190 or 
budandlynn@me.com.

• The Humanist Discussion 
Group meets from 10:30-11:30 am in 
the Meeting Room at the back of the 
Hudson Library. 

Third Tuesday
• The Macon County Poultry 

club meets to discuss topics related 
to raising backyard chickens. For 

more information please call 828-
349-2046 or 828-369-3916.

• Highlands Area Indivisible 
Group meets at 5 pm in the Meet-
ing Room at the back of the Hudson 
Library.

Lunch with the Docs at High-
lands-Cashiers Hospital noon to 1 
p.m. RSVP to Kara Miller at 828-526-
1345. Limited to 50 attendees.

Tuesday and Thursdays

• At the Rec Park, Dance2Fit 
with Tori Schmitt at 7:30am.

• Exercise Class with Michelle 
Lane at 5:30. A combination class 
with many different styles of exer-
cise at Rec Park.

Wednesdays
• At the Nature Center. Free. 

Mad Science. 2:30pm. Try your hand 
at scientific inquiry with a brief 
hands-on program aimed at youth 

•Highlands Area Events •Art 
Glass  

Summer 
Sale 

80%'{)Jf 
MDre-wide 

ilU Month of :JulIJ 
260 Franklin Rd 828-526-9292
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HIGHLANDS HISTORIC VILLAGE 
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MAJOR EXHIBITS: 
• Prince House Circa 1877
• Museum - 4,000 Artifacts
• Old Jail - 1918
• Lapham Tent House 1908

MEMORIAL WEEKEND 
THROUGH OCTOBER 
www.highlandshistory.com 

524 N. 4th Street I 828-787-1050 

Bel Canto is celebrating it’s 
27th year in performing “beau-
tiful music.” The performance, 
as always, is followed by a gala 
dinner at Highlands Country 
Club.

Our performers this year 
are Leah Partridge, soprano; 
Kirstin Chavez, mezzo-sopra-
no; Scott Quinn, tenor; and 
Christopher Clayton, baritone.

Leah Partridge, who hails 
from Atlanta, has received 
worldwide praise for her intel-
ligent and compelling interpre-
tations of  opera’s most beloved 
heroines. Kirstin Chávez, con-
sidered one of  the most rivet-
ing and significant performing 
mezzo-sopranos today, is rec-
ognized as one of  the definitive 
Carmens, creating her Carmen 
in nearly 40 different produc-
tions around the globe.

Scott Quinn who has been 

Bel Canto back for the 27th year

acclaimed for his brilliantly 
clear, emotion-laden tenor 
voice was a participant in San 
Francisco Opera’s prestigious 
Merola Opera Program and has 
sung in many of  the leading op-
era houses across the US. Like-
wise, Christopher Clayton has 
also appeared in opera houses 
across the US and is a versatile 
singer praised for his golden 
baritone and dynamic stage 
presence.

Put Sunday, September 
8, 2019, on your calendar now 
and plan to attend the 27th  An-
nual Bel Canto Recital! 

To contact Bel Canto and 
get on the mailing list or to pur-
chase tickets mail your contact 
information to Bel Canto Re-
cital, P.O. Box 2392, Highlands, 
NC 28741 or call The Bascom 
at 828.787.2867.



• See EVENTS page 17
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ages 7+ (younger ages OK with supervision).
• At Community Bible Church, 5-5:30p 

- Dinner – Free (Donations Appreciated) 
5:45-7p - G.R.O.W. Get Real on Wednesdays 
– Classes offered on money management, 
addiction, discovering your spiritual gifts and 
personality type, studying the bible, evange-
lism, parenting, marriage, grief, and more. All 
are welcome! Visit www.cbchighlands.com. 

• Power Flow Yoga with Nalicia Allio a 
certified Yoga Instructor 12-1pm and 6:30-
7:30pm. 

First Wednesdays
• Family Movies at the Hudson Library at 

3:30pm. Call 828-526-3031 for titles.
3rd Wednesdays
• Recently released movies at Hudson 

Library at 2pm. Call 828-526-3031 for titles.
Wed. & Fri.
• Highlands/Cashiers Alcoholics Anony-

mous “Open Meetings” are for anyone who 
thinks they may have a drinking problem or 
for anyone interested in the A.A. recovery 
program. Open meetings are held in Highlands 
@ the 1st Presbyterian Church, 471 Main St., 
on Wednesday & Fridays at noon. And held six 
times a week in Cashiers at the Church of the 
Good Shepherd, Rte 107, Cashiers. For meet-
ing times in Cashiers visit our website www.
aawnc80.org or to speak with a member of 
A.A. call (828) 349-4357.

• Duplicate Bridge 12-4pm at Rec Park.
 Thursdays
•Through July 18, The Church of the 

Incarnation Grief Support Group Thursdays, 
from 4 – 5:30, The group will not meet on July 
4th. The purpose of the group is to offer sup-
port for those suffering from life transitions, 
such as terminal illness, death of family or 
close friend, miscarriage, and relationship or 
job loss.

• At the Nature Center. Free. Exploration 
Hike 2:30pm. Visit forests, streams, and other 
spots across our campus, experiencing unique 
habitats and honing your observation skills.

• Storytime at Hudson Library, 10:40 am. 
Open to the public

• Kids Zone at Hudson Library, 3:30
• NAMI Support Group for individu-

als dealing with mental illness and the fam-
ily members of individuals dealing with these 
challenges from 7 – 8:15pm at First United 
Methodist Church Out Reach Center on 
West Main Street in Franklin Call Donita 
(828) 526-9510.

• Hip Hop classes with Tori Schmitt at 
6:30-7:30 at the Rec Park.

2nd Thursdays
• Sapphire Valley Needlepoint Guild 

meets at the Highlands Rec Park at 10 a.m. 
3rd Thursdays
• Kidney Smart Classes in Franklin: from 

4:30-6pm, Angel Medical Center, Video Con-
ference Room, 3rd Floor, 120 Riverview St. 
Contact Majestic 828-369-9474

•Highlands Area Events •
Fourth Thursday
• At the Hudson Library, Kids Zone LEGO 

Club. Intended primarily for kids in grades 1-5, 
LEGO Club allows creativity and STEM skills to 
develop together as kids enjoy making LEGO 
creations. 

Fridays
• At the Nature Center. Free. Turtle and 

Snake Feeding. 11:30am. View our live animals 
at their most active -- feeding time!

• Live music in Town Square from 6-8 p.m.
First Fridays
• The Bascom at Sotheby’s series features 

different artists each month with a reception 
the first Friday of every month at Highlands So-
theby’s International Realty from 4-5:30p at the 
corner of Main Street and Highway 64 across 
from The Old Edwards Inn. The public is invited 
to come meet the artist, view the exhibit and 
have some wine.

• At the Rec Park Pool. Movie Float-in 
Night - all ages Pool opens at 6:30p and movie 
starts at 7 p.m. Call for movie title and prices. 
526-1595.

Fourth Friday
• Community Coffee with Mayor Pat Tay-

lor at the Hudson Library in the Meeting Room 
from 11a until noon. 

Friday - Monday 
• At the Bascom, 10am - 5pm (Sundays 

12pm - 5pm): Free Admission to exhibition 
spaces and SmArt Space for children. For more 
information call 828-526-4949.

Saturdays
• At The Bascom, Pottery Sale in the barn 

from 10a to 5p.
• The Bascom Knitters on the Terrace at 

The Bascom from 10 am until noon or down-
stairs in The Bascom Library room.

• At the Nature Center. Free. Creature 
Feature. 11:30am & 2:30pm. Experience one or 
more of our live animal ambassadors up close 
while learning about their fascinating adapta-
tions.

• Free music in the K-H Founders Park on 
Pine Street 6-8 p.m.

Sundays
• Live Music in OEI’s Hummingbird Lounge 

8 p.m. to close with Paul Jones.
• Church in the Wildwood, hymn singing 

each Sunday through Labor Day weekend from 
7-8 p.m.

Through July 27
• At the Playhouse, “Oklahoma.” For tick-

ets call 828-526-2695 or go to highlandsplay-
house.org.

Thurs., July 25
• Children’s Concert and Ice Cream So-

cial at 3pm at the First Presbyterian Church 
featuring the Highlands-Cashiers Chamber 
Music Festival “Just Jazzin’ Around” featuring 
The Gary Motley Trio. An Ice Cream social will 
follow in Coleman Hall sponsored by Kilwin’s 
of Highlands. Everyone is welcome to attend. 
The church is located at the corner of Main 

The Highlands-Cashiers Chamber 
Music Festival continues on July 26th–29th 
in Highlands on Friday and Sunday 
evenings at the Performing Arts Center 
and in Cashiers on Saturday and Monday 
evenings at the Albert Carlton Library. 
The weekend begins with Festival favorites 
Vega String Quartet, the Gary Motley 
Trio and pianist Fei-Fei presenting 
“Jazz Meets Classics: Impressions and 
Reflections” on the 26th and 27th. This 
inspired program offers “reflections” by 
Debussy and Ravel and “impressions” 
in the form of  piano improvisations 
and jazz works. On July 28th and 29th the 
Solera String Quartet and pianist Norman 
Krieger will make their Festival debuts 
with works by Beethoven and Brahms. 

The Vega String Quartet, Quartet-in-
Residence at Emory University, is creating 
and cultivating a new generation of  
passionate chamber music lovers and has 
developed innovative programs with other 

Week four of world-class chamber 
music with the HCCMF

art forms including dance, painting, poetry 
and theatre. Jazz pianist Gary Motley will 
dazzle with solo improvisations as well 
as join bassist Kenny Davis and Winard 
Harper on drums as the Gary Motley Trio.  
Juilliard-trained Fei-Fei was a top finalist 
at the 14th Van Cliburn International 
Piano competition and continues to 
impress audiences across the globe.

The New York City-based Solera 
Quartet, winner of  the 2017 Pro Musicis 
International Award, is the first and 
only American chamber ensemble 
invited to join Pro Musicis’ illustrious 
roster. Joining the Solera Quartet on 
the Festival stage will be pianist Norman 
Krieger, a native of  Los Angeles and 
currently Professor of  Piano at the Jacobs 
School of  Music at Indiana University. 

Call the Festival at 828-526-9060, 
email hccmfnc@gmail.com, or visit the 
Festival website at www.h-cmusicfestival.
org for t ickets and infor mation

and Fifth Streets. Handicapped accessible en-
trances are located on Church Street and on 
Firth Street.

• Zahner Lecture Series “Bears and Fire in 
the Southern Blue Ridge” at the Nature Center 
at 6 p.m. Free.

July 26-28
• At The Bascom, 8th Annual Dave Drake 

Studio Barn Pottery Sale 10a-5p. Enjoy won-
derful and beautiful handmade pottery with 
an added bonus of demonstrations including 
wheel throwing, sculpture, hand building, carv-
ing, and sqraffito.

Fri., July 26
• At Acorns at 212 S. 4th Street, a Dena 

Lyons Collection & Jude Frances Jewelry Trunk 

Show 10a to 5p.
• Author Tom Baker at Cashiers Library 

“Author Talks” speaker series at 3 p.m. 249 
Frank Allen Road, Cashiers.

• Coffee with the Mayor at the Hudson 
Library at 11 a.m. Subject: “How Can High-
lands Implement Green and Sustainable Prac-
tices?” with Mayor Patrick Taylor and guest 
speaker Olivia Stewman.

• Live music at Town Square from 6-8 
p.m. Sycamore Flats

Sat., July 27 
• Scaly Mountain Summer Fest at the 

Scaly Mountain Fire Station. Food, music, 
chili contest, arts and crafts. 

Gary MotleyFei-Fei
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Wilbanks Smile Center

706-886-9439 • 800-884-9439
278 East Doyle St. • Toccoa, GA

COMPLETE DENTAL CARE UNDER ONE ROOF

You are only 50 miles away from 40 years experience in 
top-notch, high-tech, one-stop dentistry known for its gentle touch. 

www.WilbanksSmileCenter.com

• Dental Implants • Root Canal Therapy
• SINGLE VISIT CROWNS! 

• Orthodontics including Invisalign  
• Wisdom Teeth Extractions 

and of course ...
• Fillings and Cleanings

(IV Sedation, too)

330 Dillard 
Road

Above
Highlands 
Decorating 

Center

828-526-4192

Taylor Barnes Spa
• Therapeutic Massage
• Age Defying Facials

• Euphoric Feet & 
Reflexology

• Tuscan Wine Body 
Polish

• Personal Training
Taylor Barnes Salon

• Color, Cuts, 
• Make-up
• Up-Dos

• Hair Extensions
• Manicures
• Pedicures

The Ory Sink Main Street Highlands, NC 

Shiraz is offering special discounted prices 
on our entire inventory of  genuinely 

hand woven oriental rugs.
Thousands of  antique and contemporary 

pieces from around the world.
S u m m e r  s p e c i a l 

25% off  all cleaning and repairs
The name that you have trusted for the last 34 years.

Neely and Chloe 
TRUNK SHOW

Thurs., July 25 • 12 to 5p

382 Main Street • 526-3160

cal legislation passed to help small 
schools on the Eastern part of  the 
state – specifically the only other 
K-12 school in the state which is 
in Currituck County. There are 
three.

 House Bill 96 and House Bill 
97 easily passed through commit-
tee in the house of  representatives 
and were sent to the floor for a 
vote. 

Rep. Corbin not only served 
as a primary sponsor for the legis-
lation, he also lended the language 
of  the bill that secured funding 
for Macon County for HB 96 and 
Currituck County. 

“Our districts may be 600 
miles apart, from the mountains 
of  Western North Carolina to the 
sea along the Outer Banks, but 
we face the same issues in terms 
of  geographical challenges,” said 
Rep. Corbin. “I am proud to be 
able to help my fellow House rep-
resentatives fight for public educa-
tion within our state.” 

HB 96 would essentially re-
quire the state to allot funding for 
additional classroom teachers to 
the geographically isolated K-12 
school in Currituck County, as 
they did for Macon two years ago. 

This would be based on qualifying 
criteria for geographic isolation, to 
include schools located in an area 
containing all or a portion of  at 
least one national wildlife refuge 
owned by the federal government 
and managed by the United States 
Fish & Wildlife Service. If  passed, 
this would begin with the 2019-’20 
school year.

HB 97 addresses transpor-
tation issues and would provide 
Currituck County with additional 
dollars for school buses due to the 
terrain along the Outer Banks. 

“After seeing how important 
those additional funds have been 
for Highlands and Nantahala, it 
only made sense to address fund-
ing gaps on other similarly geo-
graphically isolated schools,” said 
Corbin. 

Once the bill clears the 
House for a vote, it will be sent to 
the Senate for consideration be-
fore adopted.   

...K-12 continued from page 1

On Thursday, July 25 the 
Children’s Concert and Ice Cream 
Social at 3pm at the First Presby-
terian Church featuring the High-
lands-Cashiers Chamber Music 
Festival “Just Jazzin’ Around” fea-
turing The Gary Motley Trio. 

An Ice Cream social will fol-
low in Coleman Hall sponsored by 
Kilwin’s of  Highlands. Everyone 
is welcome to attend. 

The church is located at the 
corner of  Main and Fifth Streets. 
Handicapped accessible entrances 
are located on Church Street and 
on Firth Street.

‘Children’s’ 
HCCMF concert 

at First 
Presbyterian



Complete Home Furnishings

White Glove Delivery Throughout The Southeast & Beyond
2089 Dillard Road, Highlands  |  2 miles from Main Street  |  828-526-5577  |  www.summerhousehighlands.com

MONDAY –  SATURDAY
9 AM –  5 PM

SUNDAY 12PM – 5PM

FINE LINENS  •  ACCESSORIES
PAJAMAS  •  TOWELS  •  SHEETS

We have it all!

Visit our Bed
& Bath Shop
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...EVENTS continued from page 15
• The Highlands Emergency Council (HEC) presents their 

6th Annual Bluegrass Event at the Kelsey-Hutchinson Founders 
Park on Saturday from 11a to 2p. Join HEC volunteers for hot 
dogs, raffle and the very best bluegrass music by Aubrey Eisen-
man & The Cydes.

• The Glenville Area Historical Society Historic Cemeter-
ies Self-guided Tour is Saturday. $20 per person. Includes the 
tour map and guide can be purchased on the 27th from 10a 
to 12:30p at the Hamburg Baptist Church, 4673 Highway 107 
N. in Glenville or in advance at the Glenville History Museum, 
4767 Highway 107 N. For info email historicalsocietyglenvil-
learea@yahoo.com. 

• Live music at K-H Founders Park on Pine Street. 6-8 p.m. 
Charles Walker Band.

Sun., July 28
• Highlands Biological Station annual summer soirée is 

Sunday. This annual event supports all of the programs at the 
Highlands Biological Station including research grants, the na-
ture center and the botanical garden. 6 p.m.

Tues. July 30
• At the Nature Center. Free. Starlight Stroll 9-10p. Ex-

plore the myths and mysteries of the night sky on a night stroll 
to Sunset Rock! Hear stories of the stars and learn to identify 
constellations.

Aug. 1-17
• At the Playhouse, “Always, Patsy Cline.” For ticket call 

828-526-2695 or go to highlandsplayhouse.org.
Thurs., Aug. 1
• Gospel singing at Shortoff Baptist Church on Sunday, at 

5 p.m.
• Zahner Lecture Series “The History of Climate Change 

on Planet Earth for the Last 65 Million Years” at the Nature 
Center at 6 p.m. Free.

Aug. 2-4
“A Midsummer Night’s Dream” at the Franklin library on 

Siler Farm Road, Friday through Sunday. 7:30 p.m. and 2 p,m. on 
Sunday, 

Fri., Aug. 2
• The Coalition for Nonnative Invasive Plant Management, 

CNIPM, will hold the fourth annual gardening seminar for the 
public on Friday 9a to noon at the Community Building next 
to the ballpark in Highlands. Packets of educational materials 
will be available for those who preregister. For information or 
preregistration call 828 526-2651 or register online at http://
hicashlt.org/cnipm/html. Cost is $10 per person payable by cash 
or by check payable to Highlands Cashiers Land Trust. Walk-ins 
welcome. 

• Live music at Town Square from 6-8 p.m. Mountain Dul-
cimers

Sat., Aug. 3
• Cowee Textiles will host Betty Maney for a Cherokee 

Natural River-cane Dyeing Demonstration/Workshop on Sat-
urday. Cost is $45. Seating is limited.Please contact Teresa 
Bouchonnet at bouchonnet@coweetextiles.com or 828-349-
3878 to register. 

• Live music at K-H Founders Park on Pine Street. 6-8 p.m. 
Beggars Clan

Tues., Aug. 6
At the Nature Center. Free. Night Flight. 9-10p. Discover 

the nocturnal animals who take to the skies! Learn about the 
fascinating world of bats, owls, and even flying squirrels, then join 
naturalists in the Botanical Garden to seek them out. 

Thurs., Aug. 8
• Zahner Lecture Series “An Alfred Russel Wallace Com-

panion” at the Nature Center at 6 p.m. Free.

‘Children’s’ 
HCCMF concert 

at First 
Presbyterian

Old Edwards’ new restaurant.

Posi� ons begin August 1.

Experienced full-� me servers, 
server assistants, am/pm sous chef, 

cook and u� lity/dishwasher 
needed year-round.

$1,000 signing bonus.

JOB FAIR

WOODFIRE BISTRO + BAR
Four65

Monday, July 29  •  10 am - 4 pm
465 Main Street, Highlands, NC

Apply online, in person at 
137 S 4th Street or at the job fair.  

OldEdwardsInn.com/careers
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Proverbs 3:5 • Places to Worship •
BLUE VALLEY BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Oliver Rice, Pastor (706) 782-3965

Sundays: School:10 a.m., Worship:11 
Sunday night services every 2nd & 4th Sunday at 7 

Wednesdays: Mid-week prayer meeting:7 p.m.
BUCK CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH

828-269-3546 • Rev. Jamie Passmore, Pastor
Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11 

CHAPEL OF THE SKY
Sky Valley, GA • 706-746-2999 

Sundays: 10 a.m.:Worship 
Holy Communion 1st & 3rd Sundays 

Church in the Wildwood
Horsecove Road • 1-828-506-0125

Hymn singing Sundays through Labor Day Weekend
7-8 p.m. 

CHRIST ANGLICAN CHURCH 
Rector: Jim Murphy, 252-671-4011 

464 US Hwy 64 east, Cashiers 
8:30a Early Service; 9:30a Sunday School; 10:30a Worship 

Service; Mon. 6p Bible Study & Supper in homes
CHRIST CHURCH OF THE VALLEY, CASHIERS

Pastor Brent Metcalf • 743-5470
Sun.10:45am, S.S 9:30am. Wed. 6pm supper and teaching.

Tues. Guys study 8am, Gals 10am.
CHRISTIAN SCIENCE CHURCH

283 Spring Street - Sunday Service: 11 a.m.
Testimony meeting: 3rd Wednesday at 5 p.m. 
CLEAR CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH

Pastor Jim Kinard
Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11a.m. 
1st & 3rd Sunday night Service: 7.p.m.

Wednesdays –Supper at 6 p.m. 
COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH
www.cbchighlands.com • 526-4685

3645 Cashiers Rd, Highlands, NC • Sr. Pastor Gary Hewins  
Sun.: 9:30am: Sunday School10:30am: Middle & High School; 

10:45am: Child. Program,10: 45am: Worship Service
Wed.: 5pm Dinner ($7 adult, $2 child), 6pm CBC U.

EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF THE INCARNATION
Rev. W. Bentley Manning • 526-2968

Monday-Friday: Morning Prayer at 8:15a. Sundays: 8 am 
Holy Eucharist Rite I; 9 am Sunday School; 10:30 am Holy 

Eucharist Rite II. Childcare available at 10:30
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH HIGHLANDS

828-526-4153 • www.fbchighlands.org
Dr. Mark Ford, Pastor• 220 Main Street, Highlands 
Sun.:Worship 10:45 am; Sun.: Bible Study 9:30 am

Wed.: Men’s Bible Study 8:30 am; Prayer Mtg 6:15 pm; 
Choir 5p

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Curtis Fussell & Emily Wilmarth, pastors 

526-3175 • fpchighlands.org
Sun.: Worship 8:30a Adult Ed.: 9:30a.m.; Worship 11 a.m.

Mondays: Men’s Prayer Group & Breakfast 8 a.m. 
Wed.:Choir:6p

GOLDMINE BAPTIST CHURCH
(Off Franklin/Highlands Rd) 

Sunday School:10 am, Worship Service:11 am
GRACE COMMUNITY CHURCH OF CASHIERS

Non-Denominational-Contemporary Worship
242 Hwy 107N, 1/4 miles from Crossroads in Cashiers

www.gracecashiers.com • Pastor Steve Doerter: 743-9814
Services: Sundays 10am - Wed. - 7pm; Dinner - Wed. 6pm 

HAMBURG BAPTIST CHURCH

Hwy 107N. • Glenville, NC • 743-2729 • Nathan Johnson
Sunday: School 9:45a, Worship 11a & 7p, Bible Study 6p

Wed. Kidsquest 6p.; Worship 7p.
HIGHLANDS ASSEMBLY OF GOD

Randy Reed, Pastor828-421-9172 • 165 S. Sixth Street  
Sundays: Worship:11 

HIGHLANDS CENTRAL BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Dan Robinson

670 N. 4th Street (next to the Highlands Civic Center)
Sun.: Bible Study 10a; Morning Worship 10:45a., Evening 

Worship, 6p. Wednesday: Prayer Service, 6:30 p.
HIGHLANDS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

Pastor Randy Lucas 526-3376
Sun: School 9:45a.; Worship 9:09,10:50.; Youth 5:30 p.

Wed: Supper: 5:15; youth, & adults activities: 6; Handbell 
rehearsal, 6:15; Choir Rehearsal 7. (nursery provided ); 7pm 

Intercessory Prayer Ministry 
HOLY FAMILY LUTHERAN CHURCH: ELCA

Chaplain Margaret Howell • 2152 Dillard Road • 526-9741
Sun: School and Adult discussion group 9:30 a.m.;  

Worship/Communion:10:30 
HEALING SERVICE on the 5th Sunday of the month.

MACEDONIA BAPTIST CHURCH
8 miles south of Highlands on N.C. 28 S in Satolah

Pastor Zane Talley
Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11, Choir:6 p.m.

Wed: Bible Study and Youth Mtg.:7 p.m.
MOUNTAIN SYNAGOGUE

at St. Cyprian’s Episcopal Church, Franklin • 828-524-9463
MOUNTAIN BIBLE CHURCH 

743-2583 • Independent Bible Church 
Sun:10:30 a.m. at Big Ridge Baptist Church,  

4224 Big Ridge Road (4.5 miles from NC 107) 
Weds: Bible Study 6:30 p.m.; Youth Group 6 p.m. 

OUR LADY OF THE MOUNTAINS  
CATHOLIC CHURCH

Rev. Father Casmir – 526-2418
Mass: Sun: 11 a.m.; Sat. at 4p

SCALY MOUNTAIN BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Marty Kilby

Sundays: School –10 a.m.; Worship –11 a.m. & 7 
Wednesdays: Prayer Mtg.:7 p.m.

SCALY MOUNTAIN CHURCH OF GOD
290 Buck Knob Road; Pastor Donald G. Bates • 526-3212
Sun.: School:10 a.m.; Worship:10:45 a.m.; Worship: 6 p.m.

SHORTOFF BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Rev. Andy Cloer 

Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11 a.m. 
Wednesdays: Prayer & Bible Study:6 p.m. 

COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH OF SKY VALLEY
706.746.3144• 696 Sky Valley Way #447, Pastor Gary Hewins
Worship: Sun. 9 a.m., with Holy Communion the 1st & 3rd 
Sun.; Tues: Community Supper 5:30 followed by Bible Study. 

THE CHURCH OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD
1448 Highway 107 South, Office: 743-2359 • Rev. Rob Wood

June-Sept: Sunday Services: Rite I, 8a, Rite II, 9:15 & 11a
Nursery available for Rite II services

Sept 6-Oct 25-Informal Evening Eucharist-5:30 p.m. 
Thursday: Noon Healing Service with Eucharist.

UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST FELLOWSHIP 
85 Sierra Drive, Franklin • uufranklin.org  

Sunday Worship - 11 a.m. 
WHITESIDE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Rev. Sam Forrester/Cashiers
Sunday School:10 am, Worship Service:11 am

John 3:16

Dr. Gary Hewins
Community Bible Church

Good News: 
You Are 

Beautiful

You can clearly see the beauty of  your Lord, though 
you have never seen Him. You see Him as won-
derfully beautiful because you know something of  

the depth of  beauty. Beauty to you, is easily discernable 
without sight. You know beauty apart from visibility. You 
can measure your own beauty apart from a mirror, you 
are the mirror.

In Christ, you know truths many others may never 
know. You know of  the deep reality of  a deeper beauty. 
Before the throne there is a sea of  glass, clear as crystal. 
This sea acts as a mirror reflecting the beauty that cannot 
be harnessed. In Christ, that beauty is yours as well. You 
too are a mirror reflecting His beauty. Because of  Him, 
you are beautiful. You radiate beauty in Christ. 

You are never more beautiful or never more hand-
some, before a throne. When you worship in spirit and 
in truth, you are so truly beautiful. You are lost in a gulf  
of  quintessential beauty and your countenance and your 
response reflect such beauty.

 In Christ, you are beautiful. You see the power of  
beauty and you see the power in seeing beauty in others. 
You see others as God sees them and that makes you fas-
cinating. People long for your beauty. People are stirred 
to jealousy concerning your beauty. Your beauty causes 
others pause.

The pursuit of  vanity has precipitated a deeper long-
ing for beauty. Some seek to purchase beauty; others think 
beauty is to be flaunted. Their charm is deceptive, and 
their beauty is fleeting. You, in Christ, in beauty, model a 
righteous allure. 

In Christ, you have an unfading beauty of  a gentle 
and quiet spirit. Your beauty is of  great worth to He who 
created you in His image. 

Your image is defined by His beauty.
Your beauty is defined by His image.
He defines you, not anyone else’s approval or disap-

proval. Christ is your Evaluator. Christ is your magnetism. 
Christ is the Lifter of  your head. 

Would you wash His feet with your tears? Would 
you dry His feet with your hair? This is your beauty. Your 
beauty is laced with selflessness and sacrifice. Your beauty 
is steeped in anonymity. Your beauty is lasting and brings 
about lasting effects. 

You are beautiful and beautifully made. You were 
knitted together, even embroidered by the Divine, filled 
with a beauty for the ages. You are wonderfully made. 
Your days are ordained for you. Be beautiful in a gro-
tesque world. Be beautiful before the lepers, the orphaned 
and the fatherless. Be beauty to those engulfed in ugli-
ness. Be beauty to the embittered. Be the reflected beauty 
necessary in dark seasons of  people’s lives. Be a beautiful 
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Owner/Stylist: Lisa L. Shearon
Stylist: Kristi Stockton

Stylist/Nail Tech: Kassie Vinson

Shear Elevations
225 Spring Street • Highlands

828-526-9477

Owner/Stylist: Lacy Jane Villardo
Stylists: Heahter Escandon

Maggie Barden, Bri Field, Desiray Schmitt 
and Cali Smolarsky

Nail Tech: Jenna Schmitt
Massage Therapist: Brenda Lopez

Hair • Nails • Waxing • Tanning • Facials
Massages • Eyelash Extensions 

Walk-ins Welcome!

Upstairs and Across the Walkway at 
“Falls on Main” Highlands

Open at 9a Tues.-Sat. • 828-526-3939

526-5999
Located at 680 N. 4th. St., Highlands

Carrying a wide variety of  
natural products for your  

Mind, Body & Home.
Open Mon.-Sat. 9a to 5:30p

Organic Fresh Juices & Smoothies  
and Salads “On the Go!”
Open Mon.-Sat. 9a to 5p

...SPIRITUALLY SPEAKING from page 18•Police & Fire Reports•
Highlands Police entries from 

July 12. Only the names of persons 
arrested, issued a Class-3 misde-
meanor or public officials have been 
used. 

July 12
• At 4:50 p.m., officers responded to 

a 2-vehicle accident on Main Street.
July 14
• At 7:50 p.m., officers responded to 

a 1-vehicle accident on Spring Street.
July 16
• At 9:40 p.m., officers responded 

to a two-vehicle accident on Hickory 
Street.

• At 10:20 p.m., officers responded 
to a 2-vehicle accident on N. 4th Street.

The Highlands Fire & Rescue 
log from July 3

July 3
• At 8:01 a.m., the dept. provided 

public assistance on N, 4th St.
• At 8:51 p.m., the dept. responded to 

a fire alarm on Main Street,
July 4
• At 6:32 a.m., the dept. responded 

to a fire alarm at a residence on Hickory 
Hill Road.

• At 8:47 p.m., the dept. investigated 
smoke on S. 4th St.

July 5
• At 10:10 p.m., the dept. was first-

responders to N, 4th St.
• At 12:54 p.m., the dept. responded 

to a motor vehicle accident on S. 2nd St.
• At 7:06 p.m., the dept. investigated 

smoke on US 64 east,
July 7

• At 6:31 p.m., the dept. was first-re-
sponders to a residence on W. Knoll Dr.

July 8
• At 3:29 a.m. the dept. was first-re-

sponders to a residence on Wildwood Dr.,
• At 10:23 a.m., the dept. responded 

to a CO2 alarm at a residence on Hickory 
Knut Gap,

July 9
• At 2:41 a.m., the dept. was first-re-

sponders to a residence on NC 106.

Open Everyday!

COREY JAMES GALLERY
& Estate Consignments

(828) 526-4818
On the corner of 3rd & Spring

sense of  order in a chaotic life. Be the necessary beauty in a superficial world. Be the 
image of  God to those with body image issues. Be beauty. Beauty is not something we 
acquire. Beauty is who we inevitably are in Christ.

Really look at “you.” See “you” as Christ sees you. Stare at your heart, fashioned to 
be beautiful, caring and benevolent. Now detect “ugly” and outshine it. See despondency 
and outshine it. See apathy and “out care” it. 

You cannot impart to others that which you do not have. Yes, you impart a gracious 
beauty to others only because you possess and are possessed by a gracious and elegant 
beauty. You are beautiful. You are beautiful. You are beautiful. 



Allan Dearth & Sons
Generator 

Sales & Service, Inc.

828-526-9325
Cell: 828-200-1139

email: allandearth@msn.com

209 N. 4th Street
(Corner of N. 4th and Oak streets 

upstairs across from Town Hall. 

Phone: 828-526-3241
Fax: 828-482-9019
Email: rachelbkelleyllc@gmail.com

Rachel B. Kelley, PMHNP-BC
ARNP - Board Certified
Psychiatric • Mental Health
Medication Management
Positive Wellness

Whiteside Cove  
Cottages

800-805-3558 • 828-526-2222

5 new log cabins 
nestled in the hemlocks 
on 25 acres at the base 

of Whiteside 
Mountain.

Loma Linda
Farm

Dog Boarding • Day Care
Pastoral Park

in Home and Leash Free
Lodging in the lap of luxury

(828) 421-7922
Highlands NC

lomalindafarm@gmail.com
www.lomalindafarm.com NC License #10978

Larry Houston
Rock Work

Walls • Fireplaces • Patios • Piers 
All Rock Work • Stucco

(828) 526-4138 or (828) 200-3551

JUST TALK TO ME 
I am 74. I am Pain-Free. 

Are You? CBD� HEALS 
�-������

VIVA WELLNESS 
526-1566
FAR INFRARED 8AUNA�eAPSULE 
HYDRO MASSAGE 8PA�C,APSULE 
WHOLE BODY 

VIBRATION 
5 Cottage Row • U.S. 64 East 

110 mins./ $25

• Interior
• Exterior

• Pressure Washing
• Drywall Repair

• Window Cleaning
• Gutter Cleaning

• Deck Repair
riospainting0864@gmail.com 

Find us on FaceBook
Owner Elias Rios

Fully Insured • 706-982-0864
 828-526-0031 • barb@dornbushdesign.com

www.dornbushdesign.com

Ideal for DIYers: Bring in a
“Designer for a Day”

Save Money & Time & Avoid Mistakes

DOUGLAS TANK
GENERAL CONTRACTOR

New Home Construction•Remodeling•Licensed & Insured

Serving Highlands since 1983 
Referrals available.

828-526-9450
drtank43@hotmail.com

PO Box 2014 • Highlands, NC 28741

william@hometownroofcleaning.biz

Hometown Cedar Roof Cleaning

AfterBefore

828-342-5432

• Certified • Softwash process 
• Eradicate infestations

• Rehydrate shakes • Extend roof life
FREE ESTIMATE

Call or email for a FREE Eagleview 
report of your roof including pictures 

and measurements.
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828
226.2083

Melinda Barber
Cabinets, Kitchen & Bath Design

Highlands 
Atlanta

 St. Simons
 Florida

melindabarber@yahoo.com



chestnut storage

Look for our sign!
10890 Buck Creek Rd. - 1/2 mile off Cashiers Rd near the hospital 

Storage Units Available
Secure 24 Hour Access

Easy In - Easy Out
Great Rates - Great Terms

Call today to find out why we’re
“Highland’s Premier Facility”

828-482-1045

• Residential or  
Commercial 

• Over 40 Years  
Experience 

• Fast and Dependable
• FREE Estimates

• FREE Pick-up and 
Delivery

American 
Upholstery 

Same Phone Numbers:
(864) 638-9661 cell: (864) 710-9106

105 Ashley Drive • Walhalla, SC 29691
(Same Owners: Morris & Rachel Bible)

• Interior & Exterior Painting
• Pressure Washing

• House Maintenance
• Drywall Repair

• Deck Repair
Quality Work • Fully Insured

Lupe Gonzales
avpintura@gmail.com

828-332-1539 or 678-873-2927

• Grading
• Excavating
• Driveways
• Build sites

• Hauling
• Septic Systems 

Edwin Wilson
Cell (828) 421-3643 

Office/fax (828) 526-4758
wilsongrading@yahoo.com 

WE HAVE MOVED TO

Sample Books Available

l l l li t 1 l 
HIGHLANDER 1 
ROOFING SERVICES INC 

New & Re-Roofing Applications Including: 
Asphalt • Cedar • Metal & Synthetic Materials 

Showroom Location 
1511 Highlands Rd 
Franklin, NC 28734 

Office (828) 524-7773 
Cell (828) 526-6421 

luke@highlandernc.com 
www.highlandernc.com 

Highlands Automotive

Service
&

Repair

NC
Inspection

Station

2851 Cashiers Road • highlandsautomotive.com
828-787-2360

Ryan M. Bears
Broker

Pat Allen, Broker in Charge

Cell: 803-271-5426
Office: 828-526-8784

Ryan@patallenrealtygroup.com

MORALESPAINTINGANDSERVICES@GMAIL.COM

706.982.9768
828-226.5347

INTERIOR/EXTERIOR PAINTING • LAWN MAINTENANCE
HOUSE MAINTENANCE • QUALITY WORK

FULLY INSURED

Mendoza Tree Expert
Quality Tree Care & Removal •14+ years

Juventino Mendoza
828-200-9217

Fully Insured 
References Available

estimate@mendozatree.com
www.mendozatree.com

FIREWOOD FOR SALE

We now accept 
al l  credit cards

Bill Barber 
Homes

billbarber22@gmail.com
billbarberhomes.com

(828)
226-9696
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Franklin Picture Framing 
11 When Excellence Matters n 

Read the article 
about us in the 

July issue of 
"The Laurel" 

on page 182 

828-524-9525
FranklinPictureFraming.com 

90 Prentiss View Dr, Franklin Cerhf1ed Picture framer 
Monday - Friday 10-5 



ITEMS FOR SALE
ORIENTAL RUG Karas-

tan Kirman #759 8x12 excellent 
condition $500. 828-342-4115 
(st. 6/13)

COMIC BOOKS – Buy / 
Sell. Call Bob @ 302-530-1109 
(9/5)

HELP WANTED
RENTAL SPACE AVAIL-

ABLE for hair designer. Apply in 
person Tues. - Sat. at Mountain 
Magic, 44 Satulah Road, High-
lands. (st. 7/11)

C O L O N E L  M U S -
TA R D ’ S  S P E C I A LT Y 
FOODS IN HIGHLANDS 
looking for an awesome person 
with a passion for food and 
cooking. Part time position 
available, includes some holidays 
and weekends. If you are a quick 
learner, friendly and hardwork-
ing, you’ll fit right in with our 
team. Please stop by the shop 
to fill out an application or email 
resume to col.mustardshigh-
lands@yahoo.com. (st. 7/11)

HIGHLANDS CC  is 
looking for a team player to 
manage the golf operations at 
our first-class practice facility. 
This position requires someone 
who enjoys serving others, is 
outgoing, friendly and has a love 
for the outdoors. This person 
must be able to be on their feet 
all day and be able to lift 50 lbs 
regularly throughout the day. If 
you are interested in joining a 
team with competitive pay, great 
benefits and a fun job, please call 
Brian at 787-2778. (st. 7/11) 

SKYLINE LODGE – Hir-
ing Servers, Housekeepers and 
diswashers. Download, drop 
by or call 828-526-2121 for an 
application.Background checks 
done. (st. 7/3) 

B U S I N E S S  S E R -
V I C E S ! !  G R A P H I C 
D E S I G N ! ! C U S T O M 
PRINTING!!–Fast paced-
environment!Position open for 
Full or Part Time employment. 
Email your questions and a re-
sume to: colleenk959@gmail.

com(st. 6/20) 
DUTCHMANS CASUAL 

LIVING STORE Looking for 
full and part time sales associate 
to join our team. Must be able 
to work weekends and holidays. 
Please call Shannon or Gabbi at 
828-526-8864. (st. 6/6)

RANDEVU RESTAU-
RANT is looking for great people 
to fill the following positions: 
Waitstaff/Hostess, Dishwasher, 
Line Cooks. Open 8-3- Be home 
in the evenings. Randevu is a great 
family/ team atmosphere with ex-
cellent wages. Call 828-743-0190 
for interview. (st. 5/23)

EMPLOYMENT OP-
PORTUNITIES AVAILABLE 
AT HIGHLANDS SMOKE-
HOUSE. Hiring all positions. 
Commitment to excellence in 
food quality and guest service. 
We are proud of the products 
and service we provide, we cre-
ate experiences not just sell food. 
Offering defined, sane schedules 
and healthy work environment 
allowing for a balanced life. Very 
cooperative pay. Food service 
experience preferred. Tobacco 
free workplace. Contact us at 
Smokehouserecruiting@gmail.
com (st. 5/2)

FULL-TIME SALES PO-
SITION. Weekends & holidays 
a must. Great hours with a great 
salary. Nancy’s Fancys. 828-526-
5029. (st. 5/2)

THE DRY SINK IN 
HIGHLANDS is hiring for full 
or part time sales positions for 
the 2019 season. If you like to 
cook, that is a plus! We’re looking 
for team oriented people who 
can offer great customer service 
to our many customers. If you 
are friendly, detail oriented, like 
helping others, enjoy cooking, 
gadgets, and lots of interesting 
merchandise, come by and fill out 
an application, or submit informa-
tion to: contact_us@thedrysink.
com. (st. 4/18)

OLD EDWARDS INN 
& SPA are looking for the fol-
lowing employees: Full-time sea-

•Classifieds•
sonal sales assistant- Acorns; Sous 
Chef/Cooks; Assistant Pastry 
Chef; Front Desk Supervisors/
Bellmen; Housekeeping Supervi-
sor; Spa Operations Manager; 
Cosmetologists/Nail Technicians; 
Hostess/Bartenders/Servers/
Bussers Please apply online at 
www.oldedwardsinn.com or call: 
Pat Turnbull at 828-787-2697. 
(st. 3/7) 

POTPOURRI BOU-
TIQUE STORES IN HIGH-
LANDS looking for full time 
and part time sales persons. 
Retail sales experience with 
women’s clothing and accessories 
preferred, eyewear experience 
a plus. Must be able to work 
weekends and holidays, except 
Easter Sunday, Thanksgiving day 
and Christmas day. Fun, lively, fast 
paced environment. Please stop 
by the store for application or 
email resume to potpourrihigh-
lands@yahoo.com (st. 4/4)

S A L E S  A S S O C I -
ATE HIGH END RETAIL 
CLOTHING STORE IN 
HIGHLANDS AND CA-
SHIERS, NC. Full time, part 
time and seasonal. Inquire to 
828-200-0928. (st. 3/38) 

THE UGLY DOG PUB 
wants you to be a part of our 
team. We need managers, full-
time servers, bartenders, and 
support staff with a positive 
attitude, ability to multitask, and 
a willingness to work as a team. 
Experience preferred but not 
required. Working nights and 
weekends is required. 828-526-
8364 theuglydogstaff@gmail.com. 
(st. 3/21)

WOLFGANG’S RES-
TAURANT is looking for expe-
rienced waitstaff, hostesses, line 
cook, pantry person and bussers. 
Please call Jacque at 526-3807. 
(st. 2/14) 

MOUNTAIN FRESH 
GROCERY has full- and part-
time positions available. Competi-
tive wages for all positions, 18+ 
only. Apply in person at 521 East 
Main Street in Highlands or call 
828-526-2400. 

SERVICES 
GUTTER CLEANING, 

METAL ROOF & FABRICA-
TON roof repairs, chimney flash-
ing, debris removal. Call 371-1103. 
(st. 6/27)

PROFESSIONAL DJ 
FOR HIRE – Weddings, parties, 
corporate events. Rap, EDM, Pop. 
Call 828-226-9411. (9/26)

H I G H L A N D S - C A -
SHIERS HANDYMAN: Re-
pairs, remodeling, painting, pres-
sure washing, minor plumbing and 
electric, decks and additions. Free 
Estimates. Insured. Call 828-200-
4071. (9/26)

CAREGIVER/ GUARD-
IAN – Compassionate and Trust-
worthy. Over four years of service 
in caregiving; guardian for more 
than eight incapacitated clients. 
Hours are flexible to meet your 
needs.Dependable and punctual.
Please contact me to see if I can 
accommodate your needs.Refer-
ences upon request. Catherine 
Robinson, 727 215-4195.Cath-
erineguardian15@gmail.com. (st. 
7/3)

HIGH COUNTRY PHO-
TO/KEVIN VINSON: scanning 
photos, slides & negatives to CD 
or DVD for easier viewing. Video 
transfer to DVD. Everything done 
in house. Leave message at 828-
526-5208. (st. 4/25) 

MURPHY’S PAINTING 
CO. Interior & Exterior Painting, 
Sheetrock Repair, Wallpaper Re-
moval, Log Homes, Decks. Insured. 
Free Estimates. 828-524-1391 or 
828-332-0525. 

HIGHLANDS HANDI-
MAN – Can fix anything inside or 
out. Carpentry, painting, pressure 
washing, lawn care, hauling. and 
will monitor house during winter. 
Free Estimates. References. Call 
Tony. 828-200-5770 or 828-482-
0159. (6/27)

REAL ESTATE FOR 
SALE

SIX ACRES ON BUCK 
CREEK ROAD behind High-
lands-Cashiers Hospital. Sign on 
property. 843460-8015. (st. 5/30) 
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3.20 ACRES UNRE-
STRICTED. Power under-
ground, borders National forest, 
190 degree view. 10 min to Main 
Street. 3 septic fields, 1 well 7 g 
p.m. 2 house foundations estab-
lished and approved by county 
inspectors. 2Bed/2Bath Clayton 
home livable while building. 
Spring rights and more land 
available. For beautiful sunsets 
contact gracefamilia@yahoo.
com. (st. 9/21)

1.21 ACRES FOR SALE 
BY OWNER - OTTO, NC 
- $28,000. Lot 12 Quail Haven 
Road. Otto, NC. Price not firm...
open for negotiation. Please email 
if interested to ddmarsh15@
aol.com or call/text to 239-980-
0531. Please leave a message. 
(st. 7/20) 

COMMERCIAL SPACE 
RENTALS

EXCELLENT OPPOR-
TUNITY TO PURCHASE 
A COMMERCIAL/MIXED 
USE PROPERTY strategically 
and conveniently close to High-
lands in Scaly Mountain. Property 
includes a post office, real estate 
office, individual home and five 
apartments. Directly across from 
new Dollar General store. For in-
formation, contact Jody or Wood 
Lovell with Highlands Sotheby’s 
International Reality at 828-526-
4104. (st. 6/20)

RESIDENTIAL RENT-
ALS

LUXURY APARTMENT 
IN TOWN. Walk to Main Street. 
1BR 1BA. $3,500 per month. 3 
month minimum. Sorry, no pets, 
no smoking. Adults only. 828-421-
1709. (st. 5/10)

BRAND NEW, FUR-
NISHED, CABIN THE 
WOODS AVAILABLE FOR 
RENT. 1BR (King) plus sofa bed. 
Additional separate studio/office 
is available. If you like nature 
and tranquility, this is the place 
for you. No smoking. No pets. 
Located off Hwy 64 between 
Highlands and Franklin. Call 828-
369-7754. (st. 4/11)



Main Street Inn & Bistro 
828-526-2590 • mainstreet-inn.com

“Ace is the Place.”

At Main & 3rd streets
Highlands 526-2157

Hardware
Reeves

3

www.highlandsiscalling.com
828-526-3717 

11

Country Club Properties
“Your local hometown 

Real Estate professionals.”
3 Offices 828-526-2520

www.CCPHighlandsNC.com

2 “Highlands is calling  
and I must go.”

Pam Nellis 
BROKER 

828-787-1895
pamela.nellis@yahoo.com 

� 
LANDMARK 
REAL ESTATE SALES 8: VACATION RENTALS 

A�u.o:-,n, 

www.LandmarkRG.com I 828-526-4663 I 225 Main St.

6

Suzanne McDavid
Broker

cell: (678) 276-6133 • Off: (828) 526-8300

401 N 5th St., Highlands

SILVER EAGLE 

349 Main Street, Highlands, NC
828.526.5190 silvereaglegallery.com

Native American Jewelry
  Crystal & Gem Gallery

The Log Cabin
Casual Dining in 1924 Joe Webb log cabin

Nightly at 5 p.m. • 828-526-5777

33
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Mitzi Rauers, Broker 
404-218-9123 

mitzi@meadowsmtnrealty.com
meadowsmountainrealty.com

13

K-H Park

Martin-Lipscomb 
Performing Arts Center 

(PAC)

5

 “Let me introduce you to our charming  
corner of the world.”

114 N. 4th Street • Highlands, NC

sheryl.wilson@sothebysrealty.com • highlandssir.com
office: 828.526.8300 • cell: 828.337.0706

Sheryl Wilson

Top 25
Broker
2018 HCBOR

Sotheby’s
is the top

firm in
Highlands 
since 2013 

Andrea Gabbard

c 828.200.6742

o 828.526.8300

andrea.gabbard
@sothbysrealty.com

474 Main Street 
828.526.3807 
wolfgangs.net

Open Everyday
except Tuesdays
Bistro Opens at 4pm 

Dining Room at 5:30pm

Celebrating 25 Years!

•Classifieds•
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www.firemt.com • (800) 775-4446

Cashmere
Scotland’s Best Knitwear

McCULLEY’S

242 S. 4th St. & Pop up 
on Main Street

Open 7 days a week
526-4407

33

828-526-2338

30  ...on the Verandah 
Restaurant

on Lake Sequoyah

www.ontheverandah.com

Open Year-Round • 7 days a week
343-D Main Street. • 526-4035

Lunch 
11a-4p
Dinner 
5:30p

#1 Broker 
Highlands/Cashiers  

2001-2018 per  
Highlands-Cashiers MLS

8

9

 5 5

Jody Lovell • 828-526-4104
highlandssothebysrealty.com

www.wildthymegourmet.com

Invest In An Extraordinary Experience
125 South 4th Street, Highlands • (828) 526-8118 • www.WhiteOakRG.com

Susie deVille, Broker Associate
828-371-2079

Bee Gleeson, Broker Associate
404-307-1415

Pat Gleeson, Owner, BIC
828-782-0472

 5

Pat Allen 
Broker-in-charge

Cell: 828-200-9179 
pat@patallenrealtygroup.com 

Office: 828-526-8784
295 Dillard Road

Highlands, NC 28741

 5

Not the Biggest ... Just the Best!

www.patallenrealtygroup.com 

Kurt Barbee
828-545-7272
Ryan Bears

803-271-5426
Christy Harris
404-229-8737 

Rick Harrison
404-906-5113 
Julie Osborn

BROKERS:
828-200-6165

Sherman Pope 
828-342-4277
Cy Timmons 
828-200-9762

Steve Sheppard
404-219-1349
Sheila Welch
828-342-0695

DAV ID 
BOCK 
BUILDERS 

www.BockBuilders.com 828-526-2240 

Top Producers for 14 Years

Serving Dinner 
nightly at 5:30

Sunday Brunch 
begins at 11a

6

Paoletti Bar/Dinner Every Evening 
from 5 p.m.

Reservations: 526-4906


