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As the leading luxury real estate 
brand, Highlands Sotheby’s 

International Realty understands that 
your best life begins with a home 

that inspires you.

Students and teachers across the country participated in NEA’s Read Across America 2019/Dr. Seuss Celebration. 
It is typically celebrated in classrooms on Dr. Seuss’s birthday which is March 2. Since it fell on Saturday this year, 
it was celebrated on Friday, March 1.  Above are students in Ms. Lequire’s 5th grade class on “Lorax Day.” They 
dressed in orange and everyone wore a mustache. See full story and photos on page 9. 

– Photo by Highlands School Media Coordinator Ms. Terry Stamey 

Reading and Dr. Seuss take center stage at 
Highlands School with week-long activities

Local state 
reps don’t 
agree on 

redistricting
By Brittney Lofthouse

Earlier this month, the North 
Carolina House of  Representative 
introduced a bipartisan bill that 
would end gerrymandering and 
establish a fair and concise redis-
tricting policy for the state. 

The majority of  House Mem-
bers, both Republicans and Dem-
ocrats, support House Bill 69, in-
cluding House of  Representative 
Kevin Corbin, who just started his 
second term in the General As-
sembly. 

“I am in support of  legisla-
tion that is designed to end ger-
rymandering and to establish a 
way for districts to be drawn fair, 
regardless of  which party is in 
control,” said Rep. Kevin Corbin. 
“I support it because it is just 
common sense. House Bill 69 es-
tablishes a committee of  evenly 
split Democrats, Republicans, and 

By Brian O’Shea
The Board of  Commis-

sioners recently voted to match 
a $1,500 grant to treat Japanese 
Knotweed, a non-native invasive 
plant common throughout the 
region. Knotweed is highly in-
vasive, spreading from even the 
smallest cutting or fragment and 
aggressively spreading, crowding 
out native species, said Highlands 
Biological Station (HBS) Execu-
tive Director Jim Costa.

Costa said there are several 
benefits to treating for knotweed 
as well as other invasives to help 
maintain both the beauty and eco-
logical health of  the Plateau and 
environs. 

“The area, like the region 

Town Board 
votes to 

help fund 
eradication 
of invasive 

plants

Highlands takes its zoning 
seriously, but nothing is set in 
stone and change is always in the 
air.

At the February Planning 

Board meeting, members put the 
finishing touches on the Fence 
regulating portion of  the Unified 
Development Ordinance which 
the group has been working on for 

about three months. In addition, 
they began discussing allowing 
habitable spaces in daylight base-
ments in the commercial district.

Fencing ordinance is tweaked; Planning 
Board takes on habitable basements
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•Letters•

Dear Editor,
As a new resident of  Highlands, I was concerned to see publication in your 2/28/19 

edition of  delinquent utility accounts owed to the Town. 
Regardless of  whether authorized by the Board of  Commissioners, where is there 

publication of  any defenses, counterclaims or set-offs by these allegedly delinquent per-
sons and businesses? Basic fairness in reporting and accounting would dictate such. 

Moreover, what about their equal protection and due process rights? How does the 
Town handle other debts owed to it? Shouldn’t the Town at least be required to obtain 
legal judgments which is relatively easy in the case of  default judgments, in small claims 
court prior to publication in the public record, or to engage in the more commonly ac-
cepted, ordinary course business practice of  simply turning these unpaid amounts over 
to a debt collection service?

Public shaming is no more acceptable today than when miscreants were put into 
stocks and shackles in town squares centuries ago. 

Paul Pavlis
Highlands 

...on public shaming

The beginning of  March 
is when town staff  and 
commissioners begin to 

look at budget priorities for the 
coming fiscal year. I am already 
in general discussions with key 
staff  members.

Here is the problem, I tend 
to be a “big idea thinker,” but 
staff  members like the Town 
Manager bring up those nag-
ging questions about how to pay 
for my big ideas. For instance, I 
see a great need to pave a lot of  roads 
in town. The Public Works Director and 
Town Manager agree.

But then they go to their pencils and 
calculators and tell me just how much 
each road will cost to pave. The same is 
the case for needed water-line replace-
ments, bear proofing garbage cans, re-
placing worn out equipment and funding 
needed programs. 

The town annually has more needs 
than a single budget can fund. Adminis-
trators maintain a list of  priorities that the 
board uses to fund needed projects. This 
list will be consulted again at our March 
Highlands Town Retreat. The problem is 
we never complete the list. As one project 
is done and removed from the list another 

new project pops up, like in the 
case of  the Satulah water tank. It 
came from nowhere. The water 
tank replacement was not even 
on the list a few years ago, but 
when the old tank began to leak 
and experts told us it was failing, 
this critical project jumped to the 
top of  the list.

The condition of  many 
roads has been exacerbated this 
year by the heavy rain and winter. 
Roads that we thought had lon-

ger service periods have been damaged by 
the over 120 inches of  rain this past year. 
In the coming years road paving will take 
up a lot of  the town resources.

I anticipate the Town Manager’s mid-
year budget update will indicate that the 
town has strong reserves as revenues have 
been building up because of  the strong 
economy. The big question that the board 
will decide at the forthcoming budget 
workshops centers around how much of  
those reserves should be spent to address 
the big projects like road paving, water-line 
replacement and other pressing items.

For a number annual budget cycles, 
the town has focused on needed upgrades 
to recreation facilities. A small tax increase 
was earmarked for these long overdue im-
provements. We are now coming to the 
end of  this cycle for recreation. I believe 
our next major focus will be on roads and 
waterline replacements. We have several 
waterline upgrades that will cost nearly a 
million a piece. Paving a couple of  miles or 
so of  road can approach that number, also. 
Like in recreation improvements, this new 
focus on infrastructure will not be a one-
year effort. It will take a number of  years 
before we have addressed all these issues.

I continue to press the DOT to re-
move debris from the major state roads. 
This work needs to be completed before 
tourist and seasonal visitors return to the 
plateau.

What to put on the ‘to-do’ list

The North Carolina Local Govern-
ment Commission met Tuesday afternoon, 
March 5, and approved the  loan request for 
4.6 million to build the fiber optic network 
in the Town of  Highlands. 

The town will now move forward with 
the project.

– Mayor Pat Taylor

More news from the Mayor TempQ 
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MeadowsMountainRealty.com  |  828.526.1717

At Highlands Falls CC 
2334 CASHIERS ROAD

Downtown Highlands
488 MAIN STREET

New Office in Cashiers 
132 HIGHWAY 107 SOUTH

RAVENEL RIDGE This 4 bedroom, 5 1/2 bath home has spectacular views of 30 
mountains including Satulah, Little Bear Pen, and Shortoff. The living, dining, kitchen, 
and award-wining bar area layout make the home an easy flow for large groups. There is 
an abundant storage area throughout. With its own kitchen and fireplace, the terrace 
level is perfect for a guest retreat or mother-in-law suite.

MLS# 90266  |  Offered for $3,057,000

HIGHLANDS COUNTRY CLUB This idyllic retreat is designed to 
offer views of nature, mature landscaping and tranquil views of the lake from al-
most every window. An open floor plan and quality features including gleaming oak 
flooring, native stone fireplace, tall windows and a vaulted ceiling lined with timber 
add a dramatic tone to the living area. Step out of your kitchen and living area to a 
welcoming deck overlooking the lake. One-bedroom guest house above the garage.

MLS# 90280  |  Offered for $2,495,000

CULLASAJA CLUB This incredible luxury home is sited on Lake 
Ravenel and has 350 feet of water frontage and is surrounded by gardens, trails, 
babbling water features, a gazebo, and dock. The living room boasts a floor-to-ceiling 
native stone fireplace, two story soaring ceiling, a built-in bookcase, and a wall of 
glass which opens the room to the spacious covered deck. Too many features to list!

MLS# 89386  |  Offered for $2,900,000

HIGHLANDS IN-TOWN  This amazing historic property features three 
completely updated homes with the main house boasting five bedrooms, a guest 
house with one bedroom, and a cabin with two bedrooms. Clear Creek runs through 
the property and a lake has been formed with a picnic pavilion plus walking paths 
along the stream. Located just a short two miles from Main Street. Terrific kennel 
adjacent to the home for your dogs.

MLS# 89607  |  Offered for $2,395,000



• Highlands Area Dining •

Serving Lunch and Dinner Year-Round.
Gourmet Foods, Full Service Bar
Town Square at 343-D Main St. • Highlands

828-526-4035

Serving Lunch 
11a to 4p

Serving Dinner 
from 5:30p 

Closed Wednesdays
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3 for $30
Three courses for $30!

Appetizer, entree & dessert
Now hiring all positions

Open Year Round • 6 days

Asia House
Japanese • Asian• Thai Cuisine

Mon. thru Thurs., 11a to 10p
Fri., & Sat., 11a to 11 p

Sun., noon to 10p
828-787-1680 or 828-787-1900

We Cater!
151 Helen’s Barn Avenue

Please call for reservations

Closed Wednesdays AND Closed daily 3 to 4:30p 

Coffee • Espresso Drinks
Smoothies • Hot Soup
Paninis • Baked Goods

On Main Street • Highlands
7 days a week • 7a to 6p • 526-0020

In Wright Square
137 Main Street

Dine In or Take Out
828-487-4633

Open Mon.-Sat. 7a to 4p • Sun. 8a to 3p
All Day Craft Breakfast, Lunch

and Pastries Galore
Vegan & Vegetarian Options

Eggs Your Way • Omelets 
Corn Beef  Hash • Eggs Benedict 

3 Chef-Crafted Soups Daily 
Salads

Hot Sandwiches Daily
Hand-made in-House Burgers

Panni Sandwiches • Cubans • Ruebens 
and much more!
Come See Us!

Book a private cooking class with Rachel 
at the Spice & Tea Exchange shop.

Get a group together and come ready 
for fun, good food and laughs!

$30/person

828-482-1609 • 330 Main Street, Highlands

Prepare to Fight the Winter Blues!

474 Main Street | 828.526.3807 | wolfgangs.net

Open Wednesday - Saturday
Bistro Opens at 4pm | Dining Room at 5:30pm

Ce l e b r a t i n g  25  Y ea r s
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...LETTERS continued from 
page 2

Advertising in Highlands Newspaper 
and online at 

www.highlandsinfo.com WORKS. 
For information, call 828-200-1371 

or email: 
highlandseditor@aol.com

Fri. & Sat. 1, 4, and 7 p.m.; 
Sunday 1 and 4 p.m; 

NO MOVIES MONDAY; 
Tues., Wed., & Thurs. 1, 4, 7 p.m.

	 $10 / $2 off on Tuesdays.

Dear Editor,
...and dear mayor, 
On Wednesday you went to dinner in Raleigh. Pre-

sumably we paid your travel and lodging expenses. 
On Thursday you attended the town council meet-

ing, the one where you approved publicly shaming those 
who have been unable to pay their utility bills, the bills 
that include the town’s profits for passing along the cost 
(but no added value) of  electric power that Duke energy 
provides. 

On Friday you attended a coffee klatch at the library. 
That’s what you told us about. Whew!

That’s a busy week? Really?
Brian L. Buckley

Highlands

‘Last week was very busy 
for me’’

March Sales Extravaganza!
2 Days Only

Fri. & Sat., March 15 & 16 • 10a-4p
at Mountain Findings Thrift Shop

(432 Spruce St, Highlands • 526-9929)
Items have been coming in daily throughout the month.

Wide array of furniture and home accessories, lamps,
bedroom furnishings, exercise equipment, game & dining tables

& so much more. China, crystal, cookware, baskets. . . . . .
(cash or check only)

•Obituary•

Rene Ramsdell, 78, of  Highlands, NC passed away 
peacefully with her family by her side Saturday, February 23, 
2019 in Safety Harbor, FL. She was a beloved wife, mother, 
grandmother, and friend. Local Celebration of  Life to be 
held at Highlands United Methodist Church, Saturday, June 
8, 2019 at 2 p.m. Visit www.veteransfuneralcare.com for 
more information and guest book.

Rene Ramsdell

Independents and puts them in charge of  redistricting. It 
just makes sense.” 

Corbin’s counterpart in the Senate, Senator Jim Davis, 
isn’t as convinced the legislation has the traction or support 
it needs to go anywhere in the Senate. The primary spon-
sors of  the House Bill are both Democrats and Republi-
cans and the majority of  the 120 members of  the house 
have signed on as co-sponsors, so if  put up for a vote in 
the House, HB 69 would easily pass and then head to the 
Senate. Senator Jim Davis noted that despite the support 
the measure has in the house, he doesn’t see that happening 
in the Senate. 

“I do not think the support for nonpartisan redistrict-
ing is in the Senate, but we will see,” said Davis. 

On a personal note, Davis said that while he doesn’t 
think nonpartisan support is as apparent in the Senate, he 
hasn’t actually read House Bill 69 and therefore doesn’t 
have an opinion as to whether or not he would support 
the measure. 

Instead of  allowing lawmakers to craft their own dis-
tricts which often results in a partisan advantage to which-
ever party has control of  the General Assembly, HB 69 
would have an 11-member citizens commission draw maps 
free from partisan politics. The process would include sig-
nificant public input and full transparency. The districts 
would then be presented to the legislature for an up or 
down vote. As written, the bill would take effect for the 
next redistricting cycle which is slated for 2021.

The bill’s primary sponsors are Reps. Chuck McGrady 
(R-Henderson), Robert Reives (D-Chatham, Durham), Jon 
Hardister (R-Guilford) and Brian Turner (D-Buncombe).

A solid majority of  North Carolinians want impartial 
redistricting, as shown by a survey conducted in 2018 by 
Public Policy Polling. That poll found 59 percent of  voters 
in favor of  making the map-drawing process nonpartisan, 
with just 15 percent opposed to reform.

Over 300 locally elected leaders from 140 towns and 
cities across North Carolina have signed a petition calling 

on the legislature to enact nonpartisan redistricting. And 
more than 100 North Carolina business leaders have joined 
the call for an end to gerrymandering.

Gerrymandering is something that is specific to one 
party. As North Carolina history has shown, both Demo-
crats and Republicans, whichever party controls the legisla-
tion have been guilty of  drawing districts in the state to favor 
their respective party. House Bill 69 would ultimately end 
that possibility altogether. 

...REDISTRICTING continued from page 1

Highlands School Kindergarten registration for the 2019-
2020 school year will begin, Tues. March 12. Parents meet at 10 am 
in the school’s media center. Children who reach the age of  5 on 
or before August 31, 2019 are eligible for admission into the Class 
of  2032. 

PTO will provide complimentary lunch for all students and 
their parents in the school cafeteria as part of  Kindergarten regis-
tration. Registration packets can be picked up at Highlands School 
or at Highlands Community Child Development Center. All forms 
in the registration packet (except the Health Assessment Transmit-
tal Form), need to be completed and returned on March 12th. The 
Health Assessment Transmittal Form should be completed and 
turned in to the school by August 1, 2019. For more inforamtion, 
call 526-2147.

HS Kindergarten 
registration for 2019-’20
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...INVASIVE continued from page 1
more generally, is 
renowned for its na-
tive plant species 
diversity, including 
a great many lovely 
flowering shrubs 
and wildflowers,” he 
said. “Invasives can 
spread like wildfire 
because they have 
been introduced far 
from their native 
range where there 
are natural checks on their populations. We 
seek to nip problem species in the bud, if  
you will, to prevent them from becoming 
both an eyesore and doing ecological dam-
age by crowding out native wildflowers and 
shrubs.”

HBS is part of  the Highlands Coali-
tion for Non-native Invasive Plant Man-
agement (CNIPM), the group pushing 
for the treatment of  knotweed and other 
invasive species and includes the Town of  
Highlands. The Town joined the coalition 
in 2016 after Highlands Mayor Pat Taylor 

signed a proclamation. 
“The Town sup-

ports the efforts to 
eradicate invasive 
plant species as our 
commitment to pre-
serve this beautiful, 
unique mountain envi-
ronment,” said Taylor. 
“The knotweed tends 
to takeover streams 
and lake areas that are 
so critical to maintain-

ing a healthy watershed.”
Other members of  CNIPM include 

Land Stewards (Laurel Garden Club), High-
lands-Cashiers Land Trust (HCLT), High-
lands Historical Society, Highlands Plateau 
Audubon, and Highlands Plateau Green-
way. The Town is matching a grant made by 
the Laurel Garden Club.

HCLT Stewardship Coordinator Kyle 
Pursel said knotweed is known to complete-
ly take over areas it infests by forming dense 
thickets and effectively shading or pushing 
out most other plants. It is mostly clonal, 

Japanese Knotweed

meaning it does not 
need to produce 
seeds to reproduce. 
It largely spreads by 
sprouting new plants 
from small pieces 
broken off  existing 
plants. Plants along 
roadways can have 
pieces carried by cars 
or equipment that are 
not properly inspect-
ed for plant pieces 
and cleaned, while 
those along streams 
can have pieces float 
downstream to in-
fest new areas. It also 
thrives in the Plateau’s 
climate and land-
scape, which allows 
it to quickly establish 
in new sites and grow 
rapidly. 

“If  left unchecked, knotweed and 
other invasive plants will forever alter our 
landscape,” said Pursel. “We are now at an 
important juncture on the Plateau where 
infestations, while growing, are still capable 
of  being managed without significant use of  
both financial and human resources. Deal-
ing with the problem now will save money 
and effort in the long-term.”

Pursel added that due to knotweed’s 
ability to easily and quickly spread by small 
pieces and its deep root system, knotweed is 
best treated chemically. 

“It is best to treat it twice a year, in late 
summer and again in early fall, and to treat 
each successive year until no new plants pop 
up the following late spring,” he said. “It can 
take three-plus years to fully eradicate an in-
festation, so you must be diligent. Our plan 
is to treat it twice annually until we no longer 
notice new sprouts in the treated areas.”

There is something else about knot-
weed that’s a bit unique, said Pursel.

“Japanese knotweed is actually edible if  
you get the new shoots (which look like red-
speckled asparagus) in spring (April-early 

May),” he said. “It 
tastes very similar, 
and has similar uses 
to, rhubarb. Just be 
aware of  your sur-
roundings as you 
don’t want to pick 
any that has been 
sprayed, are grow-
ing around trash, etc. 
Older plants tend to 
be too tough to eat.”

At February’s 
Town Board meet-
ing, Commissioner 
Brian Stiehler, who 
has a turf, orna-
mental and acquatic 
license issued by 
the state of  NC, 
said triclopyr will be 
sprayed on the Japa-
nese Knotweed.

“It’s a selective, 
aquatic, contact herbicide – an old chem-
istry that has been around for a long time 
that isn’t toxic to fish, wildlife or even other 
plants like rhododendrons. And it only af-
fects what it touches,” he said.

Still, applicators have to be certified, 
so some of  the money the town agreed to 
allocate will be used to certify an applicator 
from Tate Landscaping for “roadsides and 
rights-of-way,” which is where most of  the 
Japanese Knotweed on the plateau exists. 

“Applicators have to know how the 
chemical can react in different environ-
ments. On roadsides there is a lot of  run 
off  and that sort of  thing that they have to 
be aware of,” said Stiehler.

CNIPM puts on two workshops an-
nually for homeowners and landscaping 
professionals so they can learn to recog-
nize and control invasive plants, as well as 
the benefits of  using native plants. 

CNIPM also holds volunteer days 
combating invasive hotspots in town; last 
fall volunteers cleared a large amount of  
privet in the woods at the Highlands Rec 
Park, said Costa. 

Invasive Vines
Chocolate Vine (Akebia quinata)

English Ivy (Hedera helix)
Japanese Honeysuckle (Lonicera japonica)

Oriental Bittersweet (Celastrus orbiculatus)

Invasive Ground Covers
English Ivy (Hedera helix)

Periwinkle (Vinca major, V. minor)

Invasive Screens
Golden Bamboo (Phyllostachys aurea)

Invasive Shrubs (Fall Color)
Burning Bush (Euonymus alatus)

Invasive Shrubs (Flowering)
Japanese Spirea (Spiraea japonica)

Invasive Grasses
Chinese Silver Grass (Miscanthus sinensis)
Japanese Barberry (Berberis thunbergii)

An embankment of Japanese Knotweed. 		   – Photo by Tom Heutta, USDA FS.
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� MOUNTAIN FRESH GROCERY 
EVER¥ FRIDAY AND SATURDAY NIGHT 
BEER, WINE, AND P.REMIUM COCKTAILS AVAILABLE 

FRIDAY NIGHT IS STEAKHOUSE NIGHT 
FROM 5:30PM TO 7:30PM (DINE-IN ONLY) 

18.99 
18.99 
23.99 
24.99 

ORDER FRON THE 6RILL 
GRILLED WILD-CAUGHT SALMON 
12-OUNCE NY STRIP
12-OUNCE RIBEYE
8-OUNCE FILET
TWO 5-OUNCE LOBSTER TAILS 24.99 

THEN HELP YOURSELF TO THE PREMIUM HOT AND 
COLD BAR WITH STEAKHOUSE SPECIALTIES SUCH AS: 

FRENCH ONION SOUP, SPINACH GRATIN, 
BAKED POTATOES, STEAK FRIES, MAC 'N CHEESE, 

SHERRI ED MUSHROOMS, POTATOES AU GRATIN, FRENCH 
GREEN BEANS, AND DESSERT. 

SATURDAY NIGHT IS BARBEQUE NIGHT 
FROM 5:30PM TO 7:30PM (DINE-IN ONLY) 

Adults $13.99 I 10 and under $7.99 
CONTINUOUSLY SERVED FRESH FROM THE HOT BAR! 

Rotating BBQ selections such as: 
PULLED PORK 

SMOKED CHICKEN 
SMOKED RIBS 
BEEF BRISKET 
FLANK STEAK 

SIDES MAY INCLUDE: 
CORNBREAD, COLLARD GREENS, COLESLAW, 

BAKED BEANS, AND HUSHPUPPIES. 

VISIT MFGRO.COM FOR DETAILS 

COOKING FOR HIG HLANDS 
MON-SAT OPEN AT 7AM AND SUNDAYS AT 8AM 

CORNER OF FIFTH & MAIN, HIGHLANDS NC • 828.526.2400 • MFGRO.COM 

•Word Matter•

Bud Katz

Tax and Borrow, or Tax and Spend. 
Pick One.

George H.W. Bush, 
during his 1988 run 
for the Presidency, 

said six words that both helped 
him get elected and kept him 
from a second term. 

“Read my lips, no new 
taxes!” he said.

He was a trustworthy guy. 
We elected him. Then, real-
ity set in and in order to keep 
a promise to reduce the federal budget 
deficit, he had to renege on the “no new 
taxes” promise. 

He didn’t get reelected. Instant, high-
level analysis: people care more about 
lower taxes than they do about a budget 
deficit. 

This whole idea of  NEVER raising 
taxes has become a foundational promise 
for virtually every politician running for 
office. It has also become a benchmark 
expectation for voters.

And, it makes absolutely no sense. 
When did Americans of  voting age 

actually come to believe, in this or any 
other life, of  getting something for noth-
ing? 

Why is our national infrastructure: 
roads, bridges, school buildings, pub-
lic transit, etc., crumbling? Why does 
our education system lag behind almost 
half  the developed world? Why does 
our healthcare sector produce a national 
life expectancy ranking only tenth in the 
world? And why does our healthcare cost 
each of  us more than double per capita, 
than citizens of  any other country in the 
world?

One answer? Our tax revenues don’t 
meet the wants and needs of  the Ameri-
can people. 

Our population in 2000 was just over 
280 million. By 2020, even though popu-
lation growth in America is slowing, it will 
sit at approximately 330 million. That’s an 
18% increase, 50 million more people, 
without factoring any increase in illegal 
immigration. We simply can’t sustain in-
ternal expansion like that on our decay-
ing roads, bridges, schools, hospitals, and 
airports without some revenue relief  in 
the form of  taxes. And we’re not even 
considering impacts on our environment.

We pay less in taxes, per capita, than 
most of  the rest of  the developed world. 
This does allow us to consume more, per 

capita, than people living in 
most of  the rest of  the devel-
oped world. But, is consump-
tion enough without infra-
structure to support it and us?

When we hear our elected 
leaders say the words “tax cut” 
we are programmed to believe 
this is something about which 
we should be happy, and there-
fore, we should thank them 

with our votes. Not so fast, my friends.
Let’s be clear. Most of  our elected 

leaders, on all levels, are paid more than 
double the median per capita income in our 
cities, counties, states and the nation. That 
means our tax dollars are paying them con-
siderably more than at least half  of  the rest 
of  us. Their benefits, which, by the way, 
they get to approve for themselves, are bet-
ter than those available to most of  the rest 
of  us. Our tax dollars pay for their benefits. 

Do you live as well as they do? Are 
your conditions and benefits as nice and as 
comfortable as theirs? Are your pensions 
as generous? These are NOT rhetorical 
questions.

Keep in mind, taxes for some may be 
going down but salaries for elected officials 
seem to be going up. Does this equation 
work for you? 

There’s an old adage, actually there’s 
a couple of  them. The first one is, there’s 
no such thing as a free lunch. Cutting taxes 
means government on all levels has less 
revenue for upgrading our infrastructure. 

The second old adage is, good stuff  
isn’t cheap and cheap stuff  isn’t good. We 
tend to get exactly and only what we pay 
for. It’s all we can ask and it’s all we really 
deserve. 

Be wary of  those running for office 
promising you something for nothing. Be 
wary of  those asking for your vote so you 
can pay less in taxes. 

There’s an ad slogan from back in the 
middle of  the 20th Century made famous 
by the Fram Auto Filter Company. The ac-
tor portraying an auto mechanic says, “You 
can pay me now, or you can pay me later.” 
Tax and spend means pay me now. Borrow 
and spend means pay me later, or your chil-
dren and grandchildren pay later. 

Either way, someone’s going to pay, 
and the chances are it isn’t going to be 
those folks asking for your vote. 



Advertising in Highlands Newspaper and online at 
www.highlandsinfo.com WORKS. 

For information, call 828-200-1371 or email: 
highlandseditor@aol.com
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Dr. Joseph H. Wilbanks, D.D.S.

706-886-9439 • 800-884-9439

278 East Doyle St. • Toccoa, GA

COMPLETE DENTAL CARE UNDER ONE ROOF.

You are only 50 miles away from 30 years experience in top-
notch, high-tech, one-stop dentistry known for its gentle touch. 

• Dental Implants • Root Canal 
Therapy

• SINGLE VISIT CROWNS! 
• Orthodontics including Invisalign  

• Wisdom Teeth Extractions 
and of course Fillings and Cleanings.

(IV Sedation, too)

www.WilbanksSmileCenter.com

•Investing at 4,118 Ft. •

Jeannie Chambers
Chambers Realty & Vacation 

Rentals
828-526-3717

What’s the Big Deal?

Listing price to 
sales price ra-
tio is one way 

to get the current 
temperature of  real 
estate in your area, 
but there are several 
aspects to consider.

1. DOM (Days 
on Market)

2. Price chang-
es

3. Unique fac-
tors of  the property

These three 
things have a syn-
ergy like they are 
in their own galaxy, 
they can’t help but 
orbit around each 
other.

Knowing how long a proper-
ty has been on the market can help 
in many ways, but sometimes it 
takes a little work to see why it has 
been on the market for so long. 
Most people automatically as-
sume it’s because the property was 
priced too high when it was listed, 
but there could be other reasons, 
and those reasons have every-
thing to do with price changes and 
unique factors of  the property.

There have been homes in 
our local MLS listed for thousands 
of  days before selling. Does that 
mean something is wrong with 
those properties? Does that mean 
the sellers of  those properties 
would (or should) be willing to ac-
cept any offer? The answer is NO 
and NO, with a not necessarily 
thrown in for good measure.

Let’s say a property has been 
on the market for 10 years. Yes, 
it happens. The listing sheet may 
not reflect the true days on mar-
ket, but if  you‘ve followed the real 
estate market for any length of  
time, you’ll see it happens more 
than you think. 

2009-2014 were tough years. 
Many unsold properties listed pri-
or and during that time felt the re-
alization of  the nation’s economy. 
Most sellers were not willing to 
cut their losses, some because they 
owed more than they’d get out of  
the sale. Hopefully all that torture 
is behind us, the market corrected 

and sales are back 
on track. 

So, why do 
we still have prop-
erties in our MLS 
that seem to be just 
hanging on? 

Again, ask 
your broker to 
help you do some 
research. Your bro-
ker can search the 
property by the ad-
dress and get a full 
history. Sometimes, 
there are reason-
able situations a 
property hasn’t 
sold. There’s noth-
ing underhanded 

about it, but sometimes a seller will 
take the property off  the market 
for several months, or someone 
has taken residence for a year or 
two and taken it off  the market, or 
they may have kept it ON the mar-
ket while that was going on and it 
wasn’t shown much. 

Sometimes, properties are 
listed, have offers and inspections 
causing those buyers to walk away. 
When the property comes back on 
the market - do we know if  things 
have been repaired or are the sell-
ers just going to try again? These 
are questions buyers need to know, 
and their broker can help them find 
out. 

Sometimes, sellers reduce 
their prices after realizing mainte-
nance items need to be addressed 
(whether a home inspection was 
done or not). When a seller reduc-
es their price substantially, a buyer 
should question why.

Let’s say a property needs a 
new roof, the seller reduces the 
price instead of  replacing the roof, 
a buyer comes along and makes a 
low offer because the house needs 
a new roof, what’s a seller to do? 

I don’t think any seller expects 
a full price offer (although they 
happen, and they’re very welcome), 
BUT making an offer is more than 
just the math, it’s all about consid-
ering the property and its true val-
ue. It’s a lot of  give-and-take, and 
emotions really need to be off  the 
table.

In the beginning, sellers 
need to be realistic when listing 
their home, and shouldn’t try to 
bully their broker into listing it 
higher, you know, ‘just to see what 
the market will do.’ Listen to your 
broker when he or she suggests 
a listing price. Listing prices are 
based on comparable sales and 
need to be closely monitored.

In the interim, sellers need 
to listen when a broker suggests 
a lower price. You don’t have to 
wait until it’s time to extend the 
listing period. By the same token, 
if  your property hasn’t had ‘any 
action,’ it’s OK for the seller to 
suggest the broker analyze the 
market.

In the end, sellers should 
listen when offers are made, no 
matter how ridiculous they may 
seem. Instead of  an immediate 
NO, ask the broker WHY the 
potential buyers feel their bottom 
feeder price is warranted. Some-
times, the buyers are just fishing, 
but sometimes there can be a 
meeting of  the minds. 

In 2010, the average listing 
to sales price ratio was 84%. In 
the last 12 months that figure 
rose to 92%. Properties are more 
competitively priced which makes 
it easier for buyers to know what 
to offer. Properties should have 
starting offers within 10% of  the 
current listing price, even those 
with substantially reduced prices 
from their original listing price.

So, what’s the big deal? 
The big deal is a closed deal, 

and buyers, sellers, listing and 
selling brokers all need to be in 
the same galaxy, orbiting around 
the property.

• Jeannie and Tucker Cham-
bers are owner/brokers of  
Chambers Realty & Vacation 
Realty at 401 N. Fifth Street in 
Highlands. Now is a great time to 
find out the value of  your home 
in the Highlands galaxy and we’d 
love to have you on our planet 
whether you’re renting, selling , 
buying or just maintaining. 828-
526-3717 info@highlandsiscall-
ing.com
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Highlands School celebrates literary icon Dr. Seuss for
Read Across America Week

By Brian O’Shea
Plateau Daily News

Students at Highlands School 
spent the week reading about 
whozits and whatzits and places 
they can go during the National 
Education Association’s Read 
Across America Week.

The week-long celebration 
of  Seuss’s works, and reading in 
general, is an effort to show stu-
dents that there’s loads of  fun to 
be had opening a book. High-
lands School Vice Principal Sarah 
Holbrooks said celebrating a fig-
ure of  Seuss’ status is a great way 
to encourage students to read at 
an early age.

“I think that Dr. Seuss pro-
motes literacy and makes read-
ing fun,” said Holbrooks. “And 
we encourage reading all sorts 
of  books, not just Seuss, but it’s 
a great way to encourage literacy-
based activities throughout the 
week and think outside the box.”

Margie Potts’ Kindergarten 
class was swept up in the spirit of  
Read Across America Week don-
ning mustaches, silly hats, goofy 
socks, and Whoville hair.

“The goal is to have fun with 
reading,” said Potts. “We’ve had a 
lot of  participation with students 
dressing up and reading Dr. Seuss 

books. His books work well with 
all the pictures and rhyming, and 
it shows students that reading can 
just be fun.”

Each day of  the week students 
were encouraged to “dress up and 
read.” Many wore costumes of  Dr. 
Seuss characters and listened to 
guest speakers read a book aloud 
each morning. 

Monday was backwards/op-
posite day; Tuesday was crazy sock 
day; Wednesday was crazy hair day; 
Thursday was Lorax mustache and 
wear orange day and Friday was hat 
day.

The strategy worked as Kin-
dergartner Riley Brooks said she 
could not wait to get home and 
pick up a Seuss book.

“Dr. Seuss week is so fun be-
cause you get to dress up and wear 
different-funny hats,” said Brooks. 
“I want to read Dr. Seuss books 
when I get home because we’ve 
been talking Dr. Seuss for days.”

Read Across America Week 
is centered around Dr. Seuss’s, or 
Theodore Seuss Geisel’s, birthday 
on March 2. Kindergartner Sophia 
Aguilar said she has had “so much 
fun” reading Dr. Seuss books and 
enjoyed the activities scheduled 
throughout the week.

“Reading week is fun because 

we get to wear silly stuff  and I like 
to read those books because they 
have funny words and pictures in 
them,” said Aguilar.

3rd grader Falon Brewer said 
he learned those who are success-
ful oftentimes deal with obstacles 
before they make it big.

“It’s fun because you get to 
celebrate Dr. Seuss and all the 

children’s books he’s made,” said 
Brewer. “And I learned that his 
books got rejected before he was 
famous, and he still made it.”

5th grader Jackson Gagne was 
working with Kindergarten stu-
dents as a “reading buddy” during 
the many Seuss-themed activities 
throughout the week.

“It’s a fun week because 
of  all the crazy things you can 
wear,” said Gagne, who’s favorite 
Dr. Seuss book is Oh, the Places 
you’ll Go! “It’s good to read to 
them (Kindergartners) so their 
imagination can grow and they 
read more.”

Highlands School kindergarten teacher Margie Potts with her class on crazy hair day. 	    – Photos by Brian O’Shea
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To see how, call the 
Center for Plastic Surgery

Looking Your Best Is 
Not Just Luck

828-526-3782 
Robert T. Buchanan MD, F.A.C.S.

Board Certified Plastic Surgeon
209 Hospital Dr. Suite 202, Highlands, NC 

www.PlasticSurgeryToday.com

330 Dillard 
Road

Above
Highlands 
Decorating 

Center

Taylor Barnes Spa
• Therapeutic Massage
• Age Defying Facials

• Euphoric Feet & 
Reflexology

• Tuscan Wine Body 
Polish

• Personal Training
Taylor Barnes Salon

• Color, Cuts, 
• Make-up
• Up-Dos

• Hair Extensions
• Manicures
• Pedicures

828-526-4192

(® LE CREUSET•

50 °/Q Qffl 
¼( CALDREA 
)¼ 

In Stock only, while supplies last 
The Dry Sink Main Street Highlands, NC 

•H-C Hospital News•
Highlands-Cashiers Hospital Takes Inclusive 

Approach to Improving Efficiency

At Highlands-Cashiers 
Hospital (HCH), we are 
engaged in a constant 

quest for quality. In fact, our 
clinical care team plays a critical 
role in guiding us to solutions 
for overall improvement in the 
patient care experience. To that 
end, 10 of  our clinical leaders, 
including nursing, lab, therapy 
and facility leaders, are currently 
participating in five full days of  
LEAN training. LEAN is an or-
ganizational systems approach 
that focuses on increasing ef-
ficiency, streamlining processes 
and eliminating waste – whether 
time, effort, task redundancy or 
supplies (both materials and hu-
man energy). 

One particularly valuable 
component of  LEAN train-
ing is the Kaizen event. “Kai-
zen” means “improvement” in 
Japanese, and a typical meeting 
employs a progressive, solution-
oriented approach to break down 
a problem methodically, analyze 
every component of  it from 
every conceivable angle and re-
construct the process in which 
it originated to formulate a supe-
rior process. 

A recent example of  a pro-
cess that needed enhancement 
emerged from both community 
feedback and a desire by our 
emergency department nurses, 
including Rosalie Lindecamp and 
Hollis Whitehead, to improve 
the rapid transport of  our sickest 
patients off  the mountain. While 
our commitment to finding 
practical solutions to improving 
the speed and efficiency of  the 
transport process is unwavering, 
arriving at workable solutions is 
neither simple nor easy.

HCH recently held a day-
long mini-Kaizen performance 
improvement forum in which 
we solicited input from mem-
bers of  every stakeholder group 
involved in the rapid transport 

process including physicians, 
nurses, local community partners 
such as Macon County EMS, and 
colleagues within the Mission 
Health system. Led by our Qual-
ity Manager Karen Hendricks and 
our Performance Improvement 
Specialist Vivian Trudell, the 
group immersed themselves in a 
robust conversation that yielded 
some immediate solutions as well 
as long-term ideas for improving 
the process. Participants mapped 
out our current transfer process, 
identified inefficiencies as a team 
where every voice and idea was 
valued and considered, and care-
fully painted a detailed portrait of  
what they want patient transport 
to look like in the future. While 
there is much work yet to be done, 
the team identified immediate so-
lutions such as refinement of  the 
“estimated time of  arrival” noti-
fication from the field, radio en-
hancements, a resource alert and 
revised documentation.

Our mini-Kaizen event il-
lustrates that HCH cares for the 
community in so many ways, in 
addition to direct patient care, and 
that lasting change can result from 
this type of  coming together. The 
relatively short day-long time in-
vestment in training is reaping 

immediate, significant dividends. 
We owe it to our patients to 
huddle – literally and figuratively 
– with our community partners 
to find inspired solutions to any 
barrier to the best care. 

We gave our stakeholders 
the appropriate time and space 
to begin making real traction on 
this pivotal community issue. 
Collaboration is the key to a clear 
path forward for sharpening our 
efficiency, increasing safety and 
overall care quality, and making 
our community stronger and 
healthier. 

• Jackie has enjoyed a career as 
a healthcare leader for over 30 years, 
including positions in direct patient 
care, advanced practice nursing, nursing 
management and hospital administra-
tion. Jackie received her MSN from the 
University of  Illinois, College of  Nurs-
ing, and her PhD in Organization De-
velopment from Benedictine University. 
She is a member of  the American As-
sociation of  Critical Care Nurses, the 
American Organization of  Nurses 
Executives, the Illinois Organization 
of  Nursing Leaders and Sigma Theta 
Tau. Jackie’s unique leadership and 
mentorship was recognized by the Uni-
versity of  Illinois, College of  Nursing 
with the Sage Award.

ABOUT H-C HOSPITAL
Highlands-Cashiers Hospital, a 

member of  Mission Health, an oper-
ating division of  HCA Healthcare, is 
a community hospital serving Macon, 
Jackson and the surrounding counties. 
Located on Highway 64 between the 
towns of  Highlands and Cashiers, the 
hospital offers 24/7 emergency care, 
acute inpatient care, rehabilitation, as 
well as long-term care through Eckerd 
Living Center. Highlands-Cashiers 
Hospital has 24 beds for acute care ser-
vices and 80 beds in the Eckerd Living 
Center. Ambulatory services are also 
available, including therapy services 
and primary care practices serving both 
Highlands and Cashiers. For more in-
formation, please visit missionhealth.
org/highlandscashiers.

Jacqueline Medland, PhD, RN, 
President/(CNO)

Highlands-Cashiers Hospital
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Highlands School students flex scientific muscles at 
STEM/Science Fair Family Night

By Brian O’Shea
Plateau Daily News

After hours of  toiling away 
at kitchen tables, turning living 
rooms into sterile laboratories, 
and compiling vast amounts 
of  painstakingly-collected 
data, Highlands students were 
ready to present their find-
ings at STEM Family Night at 
Highlands School on Thursday. 
STEM stands for science, tech-
nology, engineering, and math-
ematics and Thursday was also 
Science Fair night.

The old gym was full of  
enterprising and innovative 
experiments that focused on a 
question and let the facts reveal 
what they may. Students tackled 
brainteasing mysteries like 4th 
grader Alejandra Valerio who 
was brave enough to get to the 
bottom of  discovering what liq-
uid makes gummy bears expand 
the most.

After meticulous time-
keeping and measurements, 
Valerio tested the malleable-
gelatinous candy in vinegar, wa-
ter, salt water, and Sprite. Her 
findings contradicted her initial 
hypothesis.

“I really thought it would 
be vinegar, but I was wrong,” 
said Valerio. “It was really fun 
seeing which one would grow 
the biggest.”

Valerio added that she 
could not have completed the 
experiment without the help of  
colleague and fellow Highlands 
student 4th grader Taylor Hays.

Highlands Middle School 
Science Teacher Stephanie 
Smathers has organized the sci-
ence fair for years and said it’s a 
great way for students to think 
outside the box and devise their 
own projects.

“We’ve always had a sci-
ence fair, the kids make a proj-
ect and the parents get to come 
and see all the things they are 
learning,” said Smathers. “It 
opens the door to kids that sci-

ence is fun. It’s not just sitting in 
a classroom, this is a hands-on 
activity.”

To add to the hands-on 
theme approach to science was 
Macon County STEM Coordina-
tor, Jennifer Love. Love and staff  
brought a variety of  STEM ac-
tivities for the students to interact 
with in between presenting ex-
periment results to other science 
enthusiasts.

“We ask them open-ended 
questions and give them engi-
neering challenges using things 
like blocks, sticks, and catapults, 
you name it,” said Love. “And 
as you can see, they are having a 
blast and learning that science is 
fun.”

4th grader Francisco Gooch 
studied the boiling points of  wa-
ter versus salt water.

“If  salt affects the boiling 
point of  water, that’s like the 
sea and the sun,” said Gooch. 
“If  there is an effect, I can solve 
global warming.”

Some students ventured into 
science that was difficult to quan-
tify using traditional methods, like 
4th grader Leela Chrestman who 
studied the effects of  positive and 
negative energies on plants.

She deduced that the type 
of  energy does indeed contribute 
to a plant’s growth or decay. Of  
the two plants tested, one was ex-

posed to negative comments writ-
ten on the jar, sad music played 
through headphones propped on 
a plant, and other factors to test 
her theory. The plant subjected 
to negative energy showed more 
decay compared to the plant ex-
posed to positivity.

“The moral of  this story is 
be kind to one another because 
you can hurt other people,” said 
Chrestman. “The negative plant 
is deformed and it’s a plant, just 
think of  what it could do to 
people. This just proves what we 
should do.”

Some students like 4th grad-
er Elmer Hernandez dove into 
more volatile mysteries such as 
what combinations of  liquids 
cause volcanoes to explode. Be-
fore collecting data, Hernandez 
had to first build a model of  a 
volcano surrounded by a forest 
for authenticity. He tested a vari-
ety of  combinations using chemi-
cals and other materials like, wa-
ter, Coca-Cola, Corona, and rice.

The largest reaction oc-
curred with a mixture of  Coca-
Cola and rice.

“I never knew that or would 
have expected that,” said Her-
nandez. “And it was an accident, I 
was working on it and my brother 
put rice in it and it started fizz-
ing.”

4th grader Francisco Gooch studied the boiling points of water versus salt 
water. He hopes to solve global warming.

4th grader Leela Chrestman who studied the effects of positive and negative 
energies on plants.

4th grader Elmer Hernandez dove into more volatile mysteries such as what 
combinations of liquids cause volcanoes to explode.

STEM activities included engineering challenges using things like blocks, 
sticks, and catapults.
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•Highlands Area Events •
day 1 and 4 p.m; NO MOVIES MONDAY; 
Tues., Wed., and Thurs. 1, 4, 7 p.m. Tickets 
are $10 / $2 off on Tuesdays.

• The Bascom has gone to winter 
hours. Open Friday - Monday 10am -5pm 
(Sundays 12pm - 5pm). The Bascom gal-
leries and shops will be closed Tuesdays 
- Thursdays. Admin offices and The Dave 
Drake Studio Barn are open normal busi-
ness hours. Visitors are welcome to en-
joy the newly updated Story Walk Trail 
throughout the week.

Monday - Saturday 
• At the Bascom, 10am - 5pm, Sunday 

12pm - 5pm: Open Studio in The Dave 
Drake Studio Barn. For more information 
call 828-526-4949. 

• At the Bascom, Art By Appointment 
private ceramic classes in The Dave Drake 
Studio Barn. For more information call 828-
526-4949.

Monday - Friday 
• At the Bascom, You Too Can Raku 

by appointment class in The Dave Drake 
Studio Barn. For more information call 828-
526-4949.

First Mondays
• Shortoff Baptist Church non-denom-

inational Men’s Mtg at 7p.
Mondays
• At the Bascom, 10am - 1pm: Studio 

Alive drawing group, For more information 
call 828-526-4949.

Mon. & Thurs.
• The Joy Program at HUMC 11:30a 

to 1:30p. Includes a free lunch and a vari-
ety of programs and games. All seniors are 
welcome. For more info, call Tricia Smith at 
828-338-8167. 

Mon.-Wed.
• Hip Hop classes with Tori Schmitt 

5:30-6:30. 
• Gentle Yoga at the Rec park at 9:30-

10:30 a.m.. All levels welcome. 
Mon., Wed., Fri.
• Heart Healthy Exercise Class Mon-

day, Wednesday and Friday 8:30am-9:30am. 
• Aerobics with Tina Rogers 8-9a.
Mon., Wed., Thurs.
• Pickle Ball at the Recreation Depart-

ment Gym 10:30am -1pm
Tuesdays
• FREE Community Table Dinner at 

the Community Bldg. at 6p. 
• At the Bascom, 3pm - 5pm: Writers 

group. For more information call 828-526-
4949.

• The Humanist Discussion Group 
meets from 10:30-11:30 am in the Meeting 
Room at the back of the Hudson Library. 

2nd and 4th Tuesdays
• OccupyWNC meets at the 7pm in 

the Sneak E. Squirrel Community Room 
(1314 Main St., Sylva. Visit www.occupywnc.

org or call 828.331.1524
Third Tuesday
• The Macon County Poultry club 

meets to discuss topics related to raising 
backyard chickens. For more information 
please call 828-349-2046 or 828-369-3916.

• The Humanist Discussion Group 
meets from 10:30-11:30a in the Meeting 
Room in the back of Hudson Library,

Tuesday and Thursdays
• Exercise Class with Michelle Lane at 

5:30. A combination class with many differ-
ent styles of exercise at Rec Park.

Wednesdays
• Power Flow Yoga with Nalicia Allio a 

certified Yoga Instructor 12-1pm and 6:30-
7:30pm. 

First Wednesdays
• Family Movies at the Hudson Library 

at 3:30pm. Call 828-526-3031 for titles.
3rd Wednesdays
• Recently released movies at Hudson 

Library at 2pm. Call 828-526-3031 for titles.
Wed. & Fri.
• Duplicate Bridge 12-4pm at Rec Park.
 Thursdays
• Storytime at Hudson Library, 10:40 

am. Open to the public
• Kids Zone at Hudson Library, 3:30- 5 

pm. A different STEAM Program each week, 
with LEGO Club on the 4th Thursday. 

• NAMI Support Group for individuals 
dealing with mental illness and the family 
members of individuals dealing with these 
challenges from 7 – 8:15pm at First United 
Methodist Church Out Reach Center on 
West Main Street in Franklin Call Donita 
for more info (828) 526-9510.

• Hip Hop classes with Tori Schmitt at 
6:30-7:30 at the Rec Park.

2nd Thursdays
• Sapphire Valley Needlepoint Guild 

meets at the Highlands Rec Park at 10 a.m. 
3rd Thursdays
• Highlands Area Indivisible Group 

meets at 5 pm in the Meeting Room at the 
back of the Hudson Library.

• Kidney Smart Classes in Franklin: 
from 4:30-6pm, Angel Medical Center, Vid-
eo Conference Room, 3rd Floor, 120 Riv-
erview St. Contact Majestic 828-369-9474

Fourth Thursday
• At the Hudson Library, Kids Zone 

LEGO Club. Intended primarily for kids in 
grades 1-5, LEGO Club allows creativity 
and STEM skills to develop together as kids 
enjoy making LEGO creations. 

First Fridays
• The Bascom at Sotheby’s series fea-

tures different artists each month with a 
reception the first Friday of every month 
at Highlands Sotheby’s International Realty 
from 4-5:30p at the corner of Main Street 
and Highway 64 across from The Old Ed-

Society’s free Kelsey Kids summer day camp 
for children ages 8-11 set for Mon. - Fri., June 
24-28. www.highlandshistory.com.

Ongoing
• Movies at the Playhouse – NEW 

SCHEDULE – Fri. & Sat. 1, 4, and 7 p.m.; Sun-

NOTE
• Sign up now for summer camps at 

the Highlands Nature Center. Call 828-526-
2602 or go online at highlandsbiological.org. 
Scholarships available.

• Sign up for the Highlands Historical 

The Bascom at Sotheby’s series kicked off  the year this past Friday with Kathy 
Beehler as the featured artist for the month of  March. Kathy is a member of  the 
Studio Alive group that meets weekly at The Bascom. Studio Alive is a group of  
dedicated artists that share a passion for working from live models. All interested 
artists, regardless of  talent or ability, are invited to join Studio Alive which meets 
every Monday from 10a-1p at The Bascom. The Bascom at Sotheby’s series fea-
tures different artists each month with a reception the first Friday of  every month 
at Highlands Sotheby’s International Realty from 4-5:30 at the corner of  Main 
Street and Highway 64 across from The Old Edwards Inn. The public is invited to 
come meet the artist, view the exhibit and have some wine.

Pictured from left at the Sotheby’s downtown office: Jack Calloway, Sheryl Wilson, Jody 
Lovell, Bert Mobley, artist Kathy Beehler, Andrea Gabbard, Molly Leonard, Craig Berry 
and Cathy Garren.

The Bascom at Sotheby’s series is the 
first Friday of each month at 4p
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•Highlands Area Events •
wards Inn. The public is invited to come 
meet the artist, view the exhibit and have 
some wine.

• At the Rec Park Pool. Movie Night 
- all ages First Friday night of every month. 
Pool opens at 6:30p and movie starts at 7 
p.m. Call for movie title and prices. For any 
other information call 828-526-1595.

Fourth Friday
• Community Coffee with Mayor Pat 

Taylor at the Hudson Library in the Meet-
ing Room from 11a until noon. 

Friday - Monday 
• At the Bascom, 10am - 5pm (Sundays 

12pm - 5pm): Free Admission to exhibition 
spaces and SmArt Space for children. For 
more information call 828-526-4949.

Saturdays
• At The Bascom, Pottery Sale in the 

barn from 10a to 5p.
• The Bascom Knitters on the Terrace 

at The Bascom from 10 am until noon or 
downstairs in The Bascom Library room.

Sundays
• Live Music in OEI’s Hummingbird 

Lounge 8 p.m. to close with Paul Jones.
Through March 10
• At The Bascom, SOUNDWAVE, 

Western Carolina University MFA and Ink-
Snior Medicare Patrol! This workshop is 
aimed at teaching seniors to spot, stop, and 
report healthcare fraud. This informational 
workshop will be held at The Crawford 
Senior Center on Wednesday at 9:45 a.m. 
The key to preventing healthcare fraud is 
to protect yourself. For more information 
about services at the Crawford Senior Ser-
vices Center, please call (828) 349-2058. 

Fri. March 8
• Summit’s Got Talent. Summit Char-

ter School’s annual talent show will take 
place on Friday, March 8 at Community 
Bible Church in Highlands. This is a celebra-
tion of the gifts students bring to Summit 
and beyond! The event begins at 6 p.m. and 
admission is free. For more information, 
please contact the school at 828-743-5755. 

Sat., March 9
• The March 2019 meeting of the 

Western North Carolina Woodturners 
Club Inc. will be on Saturday starting at 10 
AM at the Bascom in Highlands, NC. The 
Bascom is located at 323 Franklin Rd, High-
lands, NC, Just north of Downtown High-
lands, NC (heading toward Franklin). Drive 
across the covered bridge into the parking 
lot, and come into the main entrance near 
the covered patio. There will be directions 
on how to get to the wood turning stu-
dio. Visitors are always welcome. The club 
meets in Highlands the second Saturday 
of every month between March and No-
vember. This months presenter will be John 
Tagliarini. 

• The Nantahala Hiking Club will take a 

March is the Month for the Highlands Cashiers Players popular dinner theater, 
scheduled for Thursday, Friday, and Saturday, March 21 thru 23, and March 28 thru 30 
at Highlands Performing Arts Center on Chestnut Street. There is no Sunday matinee. 
This year the event will be held in a much more spacious area than in the past—up-
stairs in the PAC auditorium, so plays will take place on the main stage. 

The four short humorous plays that will be presented between dinner courses 
are directed by four different directors -- longtime HCP director Donna Cochran, and 
new directors Lynleigh McLain, Jamie Thomas, and Todd Lipphardt. Kristy Lewis, 
former owner of  the Sports Page Restaurant in Highlands will be catering the deli-
cious dinner planned for the evening. Price for dinner and the show is $37.50. For 
season subscriber there is no charge — it’s part of  the 2018-’19 subscription package. 
Doors open at 6:30, the first play starts at 7 p.m..

 Elizabeth Gordon playing the part of an unemployed mother of four pleads with a stern 
official played by Virginia Talbot for food vouchers in the humorous one-act play, directed 
by Donna Cochran for HCP’s March Medley dinner theater at Highlands PAC, March 21 
thru 23, 28 thru 30. Call HCP Box office 526-8084 for reservations or reserve seats on line 
highlandscashiersplayers.org.

HCP presents its dinner theatre with 
four one-act plays beginning March 21

moderate 4-mile hike, elevation change 60 ft., 
to High Falls on the west Fork of the Tuck-
aseegee River in Jackson County. Hike into 
a box canyon to see this beautiful fall, pass-
ing Rough Run Falls along the route. Meet at 
Cashiers Rec. Park at: 10 a.m. Drive 18 miles 
round trip. Call leader Jody Burtner, for res-
ervations, 788-2985. Visitors welcome.

Tues., March 12
 • Kindergarten registration for the 

2019-2020 school year will begin, for par-
ents, at 10 am in the school’s media center. 
Children who reach the age of 5 on or be-
fore August 31, 2019 are eligible for admis-
sion into the Class of 2032. PTO will pro-
vide complimentary lunch for all students 
and their parents in the school cafeteria as 
part of Kindergarten registration. Registra-
tion packets can be picked up at Highlands 
School or at Highlands Community Child 
Development Center. All forms in the reg-
istration packet (except the Health Assess-
ment Transmittal Form), will need to be 
completed and returned on March 12th. The 
Health Assessment Transmittal Form should 
be completed and turned in to the school 
by August 1, 2019. For more inforamtion, call 
526-2147.

Wed., March 13
• Hudson Library in Highlands is host-

ing a community blood drive with the Amer-
ican Red Cross on Wednesday from 11 AM 
to 3 PM at the library. For more information 
about donating blood, or to schedule a do-
nation, call 1-800-RED CROSS (1-800-733-
2767) or go online at redcrossblood.org.

Sat., March 16
• The Nantahala Hiking Club will take 

a moderate5-mile hike from Jones Gap to 
White Rock Mtn. on the NC Bartram Trail 
to a blue blazed trail up the Mtn., elevation 
change 400 ft., to a spectacular view of the 
Tessentee Valley, Albert Mountain and the 
Nantahala Mountains. Meet at Bi-Lo at 10 
am, drive 40 miles round trip. Call leader 
Gail Lehman, 524-5298, for reservations. 
Visitors welcome.

Sun., March 17
• The Nantahala Hiking Club will take 

an easy 2-mile birding hike with very little el-
evation change along the Tessentee Creek in 
the Tessentee Farms area where a restored 
farm house can also be visited. Meet at the 
Smoky Mtn. Visitors’ Center at 2 pm. Drive 
a short round trip distance to the Tessentee 
Farms. Call leader Mary Stone, 369-7352, for 
reservations. Visitors welcome.

Thurs., Fri., Sat., March 21-23
• Highlands Community Players present 

its dinner theatre with four one-act plays. 
Doors open at 6:30p, the first play starts 
at 7p. Tickets are $37.50. Call 526-8084 for 
reservations.

Sat., March 23
• The Nantahala Hiking Club will take a 

moderate 4-mile hike with elevation change 
of 100 ft. to view Lower Whitewater Falls on 
the Whitewater River, 2 miles down from the 
upper Whitewater Falls. The hike has great 
views of Lake Jocasee in South Carolina. Meet 
at Cashiers Rec. Park at 10 am, drive: 22 miles 
round trip. Call leaders Mike and Sue Kettles, 
743-1079, for reservations. Visitors welcome. 

•The Nantahala Hiking Club will take a 
moderate-to-strenuous 7-mile hike, elevation 
change 1300 ft., on the Bradley Fork/Smoke-
mont Loop in the Smoky Mtns. Nat’l. Park. 
Hike along the pretty creek, then up Chas-
teen Creek to a beautiful cascade, and down 
and around Smokemont Loop. Wildflowers 
should be coming out. Meet at Oconaluftee 
Visitor Center in Cherokee NC at 9 am, 
drive: 8 miles round trip. Call leader Keith 
Patton, 456-8895, for reservations. Hike lim-

ited to 15 people. 
• OEI’s Chefs in the House, a dinner se-

ries at half-mile farm. Call 828-787-2620 or 
828-787-2635 for reservations. 

Sun., March 24
• The Nantahala Hiking Club will take 

an easy 1.2-mile hike on Lakeside Dr. Trail, 
starting at the Health Dept. in Franklin for 
a nice winter hike with mild ups and downs, 
passing through the Environmental Re-
source Center. Meet at the Sheriffs Dept. 
Call leader Mary Stone, 369-7352, for reser-
vations and directions if needed. 

Thurs., Fri., Sat., March 28-30
• Highlands Community Players present 

its dinner theatre with four one-act plays. 
Doors open at 6:30p, the first play starts 
at 7p. Tickets are $37.50. Call 526-8084 for 
reservations.
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E V E RY T H I N G  F O R  YOU R  B E D  &  B AT H

White Glove Delivery Throughout The Southeast & Beyond

Bed & Bath

2089 Dillard Road, Highlands  |  2 miles from Main Street  |  828-526-5577  |  www.summerhousehighlands.com

515922

MONDAY –  SATURDAY
9 AM –  5 PM

Peacock Alley  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 
Dash & Albert  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 
Downtown  .   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .
Pine Cone Hill  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 
Pigeon & Poodle  .  .  .  .  . 
Kassatex  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .
Caro Home  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  
Antica Farmacista  .  .  .  .  . . .  
Le Blanc  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . . . . .  
Barefoot Dreams  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . . . .  
Lollia  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .

. . .  . Bedding
...... .Rugs

.... . . . Bedding 
.........Bedding

Bath Accessories 
.......Towels
......Towels

 . . Bath & Body
Linen Wash 

 .Pajamas
.......Bed & Bath

• Full Service Automobile Detailing
• Purveyor and Consignor of Luxury, Exotic 

and Vintage Motorcars
• Financing Available
• White Glove Transport Specialist
• We Pay Top Dollar for High Quality Vehicles

$75 OFF 
Any Complete Detail Service 

Through March 31, 2019

518 Dillard Road • Highlands, NC
828-526-1900 • www.thecarbutlernc.com

•Biz/Org News•

Due to inclimate weather, the January and February Students of  the Month were honored 
together at the February 26 meeting. Pictured are school Assistant Principal, Sara Hol-
brooks, January high school winner, Toby Barnes, January middle school winner, Getsi 
Hernandez, club President Jerry Moore, January elementary school winner, Daniel Wis-
niewski, school Counselor, Nicole Lui and February elementary school winner, Blake 
Chastain. Not pictured are February high school winner, Abigail Olvera and February 
middle school winner, Caleb Burrell.

Rotary’s Jan. & Feb. 
‘Students of the Month’
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OPEN 7 DAYS 
Mon-Thurs: • 11a to 5p • Fri-Sat: 10:30a to 5:30p • Sun: 12-5p

828-482-1609 • 330 Main St. Highlands

Kathy Manos Penn Ingredients 
from 

The Spice & 
Tea Exchange: 

Backwoods 
Hickory Spice 

Blend
Bourbon Black 
Walnut Sugar

Ingredients 
from grocer:
One rack of  

spare ribs
Favorite BBQ 

Sauce

Directions: 
1. Prep ribs by removing the membrane.
2. Rub both sides of  the ribs with Backwoods Hickory Spice Blend.
3. Wrap the ribs around the perimeter of  the crock pot.
4. Cook on low for 7-8  hours, or 4-5 hours on high.
5. With 20 minutes left of  cooking, add your favorite BBQ Sauce.
6. Remove ribs from the crock pot and sprinkle with Bourbon Black Walnut Sugar, 
and Broil for 6-7 minutes, just enough for the ribs to crisp up and the sugar to 
caramelize.

•The Ink Penn•
Visiting Greece, if only in books

Chatting with a friend 
who’s planning a trip to 
Greece made me long 

to visit again. I’ve sailed the 
Greek Islands twice, the last 
time in 2013, and I’d return in a 
heartbeat given the opportunity. 
With all the places on my travel 
bucket list, I’m not sure another 
trip is in my future, so I’ll con-
tinue to get my Greece fix by 
reading mysteries set there.

My favorite author for 
Greek Island stories is Jeffrey 
Siger. He’s an American lawyer 
who gave up law to move to Mykonos and 
write. Color me jealous. Published in 2009, 
“Murder in Mykonos” became Greece’s #1 
best-selling English-language novel and a 
bestseller in Greek too. I stumbled across 
Siger’s series after my last trip to Greece 
and kept trying to picture its Mykonos 
night spots since I’d just been there — not 
to the night spots, but to the island. 

Chief  Inspector Andreas Kaldis is the 
main character with a supporting cast of  
regulars. I’ve read five of  the nine books 
in the series and found every one hard to 
put down. I visited Tinos and Delos on my 
last trip and especially enjoyed the books 
that featured those islands in addition to 
Mykonos. The New York Times selected 
the fourth book “Target: Tinos” as one of  
its top five beach reads—quite the honor.

I picked up Anne Zouroudi’s “The 
Messenger of  Athens” but found it a bit 
dark for my tastes. Zouroudi has writ-
ten eight books with Hermes Diaktoros 
as the protagonist, a character described 
as the Greek Hercule Poirot. One review 
I read described her books as “absorbing 
and beautifully written” but suggested they 
might appeal more to armchair travelers 
than to mystery buffs. Perhaps, that’s why 
it wasn’t my cup of  tea.

Next, I read Leta Serafim’s 
debut novel “The Devil Takes 
Half,” set at an archaeological 
dig on the island of  Chios. It 
held my interest with its plot and 
its main character, Yiannis Patro-
nas, Chief  Officer of  the Chios 
police. I discovered that Serafim 
has two more books in the series, 
so I’ll be adding them to my To 
Read list at the library.

As I sought additional 
books that might strike my fancy, 
I stumbled across author Luke 
Christodoulou. After reading the 

descriptions of  his mysteries, also set on the 
Greek islands, I was ready to click buy--that 
is until I read the reviews. Many indicated 
the books were not well edited, and as a 
grammar geek, that’s a serious turnoff  for 
me. 

As can be the risk with the internet, I 
tumbled down the rabbit hole of  books set 
in Greece and found Mary Stewarts “My 
Brother Michael,” a book I read long ago. 
It came out in 1960, and I’m sure I read it 
sometime in the late 60’s when I was in my 
Mary Stewart and Victoria Holt phase. Be-
cause I’m fond of  saying, “So many books, 
so little time,” I rarely reread a book, but I 
may have to make an exception for this one. 

Writing about these books has not done 
a thing to assuage my desire to return to 
Greece. This column, if  anything, has only 
made the longing worse. Who knows? A 
third trip to Greece could be in the cards. 

• Kathy is a Georgia resident. Find her books 
“The Ink Penn: Celebrating the Magic in the Ev-
eryday” and “Lord Banjo the Royal Pooch” at 
Books Unlimited in Franklin and on Amazon. 
“Lord Banjo the Royal Pooch” is also available at 
Highlands Mountain Paws. Contact her at ink-
penn119@gmail.com, and follow her on Facebook, 
www.facebook.com/KathyManosPennAuthor/. 

At the February Town Board meeting, the issue about Duke Energy and its relation-
ship with the town was discussed in Closed Session.

According to Mayor Pat Taylor, the briefing by Kevin O’Donnell, our Duke liaison, 
was on pending legal issues on charges that the group of  whole sale providers have been 
involved in with Duke for well over a year. “There was confidential legal information in his 
briefing that could not be shared,” said Taylor.

“My take is that our rate contract with Duke is very stable, and I do not see any sig-
nificant rate increases on the horizon. Unlike Duke wholesale customers who recently saw 
a 15% increase, our contract excludes us for those increases. We have nine more years on 
the contract. At that time, I believe the town should look at all options with providers. The 
process of  developing a new contract will begin in about four years.”

Town Board Closed Session news

All About Books

Sweet and Smokey Baby Back Ribs
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• See PLANNING page 19

526-5999
Located at 680 N. 4th. St., Highlands

Carrying a wide variety of  
natural products for your  

Mind, Body & Home.
Open Mon.-Sat. 9a to 5:30p

Organic Fresh Juices & Smoothies  
and Salads “On the Go!”
Open Mon.-Sat. 9a to 5p

...PLANNING continued from page 1

Owner/Stylist: Lacy Jane Villardo
Stylists: Heahter Escandon

Maggie Barden, Bri Field, Desiray Schmitt 
and Cali Smolarsky

Nail Tech: Jenna Schmitt
Massage Therapist: Brenda Lopez

Hair • Nails • Waxing 
Tanning • Facials

Massages
Eyelash Extensions 

Upstairs and Across the Walkway at 
“Falls on Main” Highlands

Open at 9a Tues.-Sat. • 828-526-3939

Open Everyday!

COREY JAMES GALLERY
& Estate Consignments

(828) 526-4818
On the corner of 3rd & Spring

Club living at its best. Lock and leave. Near clubhouse and an incredible 
long distance view. Completely updated. Move in ready. 4 BED. $850,000

Andrea Gabbard
c 828.200.6742  o 828.526.8300
andrea.gabbard@sothbysrealty.com

LIVE PICTURESQUE

Andrea is one of the top 25 
Real Estate Brokers in 2018. 

Highlands Sotheby’s International 
Realty is the top selling firm in 
Highlands  since 2013  as per 

HCMLS Navica.   

Owner/Stylist: Lisa L. Shearon
Stylist: Jane B. Earp
Stylist: Kristi Stockton
Stylist/Nail Tech: Kassie Vinson

Book your 
Appointment 

Today!

Some years ago, when tall, solid, wood 
fences were erected in the setbacks next to 
travel-ways on US 64 east and west, a fence 
ordinance was quickly passed to regulate the 
look and scale especially along the inroads 
to Highlands.

Now that ordinance is being amended 
to further clarify allowable residential fences.

The Planning Board worked the ordi-
nance over a few times and then it was sent 
to the Land Use Committee made up of  
Commissioners John Dotson, Eric Pierson 
and Donnie Calloway who added their two 
cents.

Two Mondays ago, the fence ordinance 
amendments were tweaked again presum-
ably for the last time.

So, fences or walls are permitted along 
the side and rear property lines and behind 
the building setback line from a road right 
of  way or road center line. However, they 
can’t be over six feet high; they can only be 
constructed of  wood, coated chain link, or-

namental iron, aluminum, brick or stone; 
the exposed framing side must face the in-
terior of  the property; and if  wood, may be 
left natural but the stained or painted color 
should come from the town’s approved 
color chart so to blend in  with the environ-
ment.

Though fences or walls are discour-
aged within a building’s front setback line, 
if  built, they can’t be higher than five feet, 
can be no closer than 12 feet from the edge 
of  the pavement or built in the right-of-
way; and allowable building materials are the 
same as above. In addition, they can’t block 
the required sight triangle at intersections; 
exposed framing must face the interior and 
in front and along roadways fencing of  all 
kinds must have a vegetative screen. As 
above, the color may be selected from the 
town’s chart. 

In all cases, a permit is required before 
any fence construction begins.

Town Manager Josh Ward will bring 
the final version to the Planning Board in 
March before it goes through the official 
amendment process.

Habitable Basements
Summit Architect Jeff  Weller was on 

hand to discuss the benefits of  allowing a 
basement to be habitable – because people 
have been doing it anyway so it might as well 
be allowed, he said.

“This isn’t about a specific project, but 
there has been inconsistency over the years 

– regarding what was approved and what 
wasn’t, what was built and what wasn’t. 
People come to the board and lie and then 
put something habitable in the lower level 
so now there are three habitable levels, 
which is technically not allowed if  one of  
those levels is a basement. I just want to be 
able to come and get a project approved 
and be honest when it makes sense for the 
site,” he said.

He said over the last three and four 
years, there are commercial projects that 
have been built in the B1, B2, and B3 dis-
tricts that have habitable basements. 

In addition to what Weller noted, 
there are several reasons to amend the or-
dinance. Recently, the town amended the 
ordinance to allow attics in the commer-
cial district to be habitable, so why not a 
day-light basement? The slope of  the land 
in Highlands lends itself  to daylight base-
ments and if  it’s allowed in the residential 
district, why not the commercial district?

“The idea is to make the ordinance 
consistent,” said Town Manager Ward.

Planning Board Chairman Thomas 
Craig believes both attics and basements 
should be habitable.

“The character of  the business dis-
trict buildings are defined by their height, 
design, color, built-upon area and parking 
requirements; all of  which are controlled 
by our ordinance,” said Craig. “As such, 
the use of  attics or basements as habitable 
spaces are not detrimental to downtown 
as long as they comply with the ordinance 
and the use is consistent with the current 
zoning district.”

In fact, he said he would like to see 
two habitable floors exclusive of  attics and 
basements allowed. 

“If  you can use both the attic and the 
basement and you meet all other require-
ments, then go for it. Especially, if  there 
is no undue burden on anyone because 
of  what you are doing in that basement 
whether it’s storage, mechanical, a hotel 
room, office, or parking,” he said. 

But Town Manager Ward said the 
Land Use Committee has concerns and 
Dotson was there to explain.

“You can create your own problem 
or create your own future if  you excavate 
it right. The folks that built Wright Square 
excavated the ‘Pit’ and sold the dirt. So, 
we don’t want someone excavating saying 
they want to create parking or something 
else and then 10 years from now turn it 
into something else – coming back to re-
purpose it,” he said. “That’s what we’ve 
got going on behind Wright Square. It’s a 
problem that was created by the developer 
which now the town needs to cure to make 
work.”
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GAME CHANGER.

Total orthopedic care,
close to home

ORTHOPEDICS

209 Hospital Drive
Highlands, NC 28741

828-526-4346
missionhealth.org/orthopedics

•Business/Organization News•
Highlands-Cashiers Land Trust Earns National Re-Accreditation

Highlands-Cashiers Land Trust is 
proud to announce that they have earned 
national re-accreditation through the pres-
tigious Land Trust Accreditation Com-
mission program! 

Since its founding more than 100 
years ago, the Highlands-Cashiers Land 
Trust (HCLT), originally known as the 
Highlands Improvement Society, has pur-
sued the highest degree of  professional-
ism as it conserves and cares for vital 
lands, water, wildlife, recreational oppor-
tunities and important viewing areas of  
the Highlands-Cashiers Plateau. However, 
resting on tradition is not the approach 
taken by this historic conservation orga-
nization. 

In 2008, the Land Trust Alliance de-
signed a program that officially recognizes 
a land trust as a national leader in land 
protection. 

The land trust accreditation program 
identifies land trusts that meet national 
quality standards for protecting and caring 
for important lands. 

The accreditation process includes an 
extensive review of  each applicant’s poli-
cies and programs by the Land Trust Ac-
creditation Commission, an independent 
program of  the Land Trust Alliance. 

The program was developed to fos-
ter public confidence in land conservation 
and help ensure the long-term protection 
of  land. To learn more about the LTA 
accreditation process visit http://www.
landtrustaccreditation.org.

In 2013, Highlands-Cashiers Land 
Trust was among the first 10% of  all 
land trusts to achieve this distinction. Ac-
creditation lasts for five years, so in 2018, 

HCLT underwent the re-accreditation pro-
cess and remain among the growing number 
or accredited land trust nationwide. Approx-
imately 30% of  land trusts in the United 
States are currently accredited.

Land trusts and the lands they save for 
their communities are increasingly impor-
tant. These local and regional nonprofits 
around the country help communities meet 
their goals for protecting clean water, farms, 
forests and public recreation areas. 

“Passing the 420 mark for accredited 
land trusts is significant,” said Tammara Van 
Ryn, executive director of  the Commission. 
“There are now more accredited land trusts 
than there are national parks, monuments 
and historic sites. By earning this distinction, 
these land trusts have proven they can effec-
tively steward the nearly 20 million acres of  
land under their care.”

Through the rigorous accreditation 
process, HCLT is advancing its commitment 
to excellence. Becoming an accredited land 
trust is an objective affirmation that HCLT 
meets national standards, upholds the public 
trust, and ensures that its conservations are 
permanent.

In 2018, HCLT conserved six new 
properties that will protect the quality of  the 
water we drink as well as healthy habitat for 
many of  the plants and animals that live on 
the Highlands-Cashiers Plateau. New proj-
ects are already in the works for 2019.

The mission of  HCLT is to protect 
valuable land resources for all generations. 
To learn more about your land trust or how 
you can be involved visit www.hicashlt.org 
or call 828-526-1111. Together we are saving 
the places we all love and need.

Satulah Mountain vista will be secured into perpetuity.

A view from Sunrise Rocks to calm the spirit and ease the eyes.
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Proverbs 3:5 • Places to Worship •
BLUE VALLEY BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Oliver Rice, Pastor (706) 782-3965

Sundays: School:10 a.m., Worship:11 
Sunday night services every 2nd & 4th Sunday at 7 

Wednesdays: Mid-week prayer meeting:7 p.m.
BUCK CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH

828-269-3546 • Rev. Jamie Passmore, Pastor
Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11 

CHAPEL OF THE SKY
Sky Valley, GA • 706-746-2999 

Sundays: 10 a.m.:Worship 
Holy Communion 1st & 3rd Sundays 
CHRIST ANGLICAN CHURCH 

Rector: Jim Murphy, 252-671-4011 
464 US Hwy 64 east, Cashiers 

9:30a Sunday School; 10:30a Worship Service.  
Mon. 6p Bible Study & Supper in homes

CHRIST CHURCH OF THE VALLEY, CASHIERS
Pastor Brent Metcalf • 743-5470

Sun.10:45am, S.S 9:30am. Wed. 6pm supper and teaching.
Tues. Guys study 8am, Gals 10am.

CLEAR CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Jim Kinard

Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11a.m. 
1st & 3rd Sunday night Service: 7.p.m.

Wednesdays –Supper at 6 p.m. 
COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH
www.cbchighlands.com • 526-4685

3645 Cashiers Rd, Highlands, NC • Sr. Pastor Gary Hewins  
Sun.: 9:30am: Sunday School10:30am: Middle & High School; 

10:45am: Child. Program,10: 45am: Worship Service
Wed.: 5pm Dinner ($7 adult, $2 child), 6pm CBC U.

EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF THE INCARNATION
Rev. W. Bentley Manning • 526-2968

Monday-Friday: Morning Prayer at 8:15a. Sundays: 8 am 
Holy Eucharist Rite I; 9 am Sunday School; 10:30 am Holy 

Eucharist Rite II. Childcare available at 10:30
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH HIGHLANDS

828-526-4153 • www.fbchighlands.org
Dr. Mark Ford, Pastor

220 Main Street, Highlands 
Sun.:Worship 10:45 am; Sun.: Bible Study 9:30 am

Wed.: Men’s Bible Study 8:30 am; Prayer Mtg 6:15 pm; 
Choir 5p

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Curtis Fussell & Emily Wilmarth, pastors 

526-3175 • fpchighlands.org
Sun.: Adult Ed.: 9:30a.m.; Worship 11 a.m.

Mondays: Men’s Prayer Group & Breakfast 8 a.m. 
Wed.:Choir:6p

GOLDMINE BAPTIST CHURCH
(Off Franklin/Highlands Rd) 

Sunday School:10 am, Worship Service:11 am
GRACE COMMUNITY CHURCH OF CASHIERS

Non-Denominational-Contemporary Worship
242 Hwy 107N, 1/4 miles from Crossroads in Cashiers

www.gracecashiers.com • Pastor Steve Doerter: 743-9814
Services: Sundays 10am - Wed. - 7pm; Dinner - Wed. 6pm 

HAMBURG BAPTIST CHURCH
Hwy 107N. • Glenville, NC • 743-2729 • Pr. Nathan 

Johnson
Sunday: School 9:45a, Worship 11a & 7p, Bible Study 6p

Wed. Kidsquest 6p.; Worship 7p.

HIGHLANDS ASSEMBLY OF GOD
Randy Reed, Pastor828-421-9172 • 165 S. Sixth Street  

Sundays: Worship:11 
HIGHLANDS CENTRAL BAPTIST CHURCH

Pastor Dan Robinson
670 N. 4th Street (next to the Highlands Civic Center)
Sun.: Bible Study 10a; Morning Worship 10:45a., Evening 

Worship, 6p. Wednesday: Prayer Service, 6:30 p.
HIGHLANDS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

Pastor Randy Lucas 526-3376
Sun: School 9:45a.; Worship 9:09,10:50.; Youth 5:30 p.

Wed: Supper: 5:15; youth, & adults activities: 6; Handbell 
rehearsal, 6:15; Choir Rehearsal 7. (nursery provided ); 7pm 

Intercessory Prayer Ministry 
HOLY FAMILY LUTHERAN CHURCH: ELCA

Chaplain Margaret Howell • 2152 Dillard Road • 526-9741
LutheranChurchoftheHolyFamily.yolasite.com

Sun: School and Adult discussion group 9:30 a.m.;  
Worship/Communion:10:30 

HEALING SERVICE on the 5th Sunday of the month.
MACEDONIA BAPTIST CHURCH

8 miles south of Highlands on N.C. 28 S in Satolah
Pastor Zane Talley

Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11, Choir:6 p.m.
Wed: Bible Study and Youth Mtg.:7 p.m.

MOUNTAIN SYNAGOGUE
at St. Cyprian’s Episcopal Church, Franklin • 828-524-9463

MOUNTAIN BIBLE CHURCH 
743-2583 • Independent Bible Church 

Sun:10:30 a.m. at Big Ridge Baptist Church,  
4224 Big Ridge Road (4.5 miles from NC 107) 

Weds: Bible Study 6:30 p.m.; Youth Group 6 p.m. 
OUR LADY OF THE MOUNTAINS  

CATHOLIC CHURCH
Rev. Father Casmir – 526-2418

Mass: Sun: 11 a.m.; Sat. at 4p
SCALY MOUNTAIN BAPTIST CHURCH

Rev. Marty Kilby
Sundays: School –10 a.m.; Worship –11 a.m. & 7 

Wednesdays: Prayer Mtg.:7 p.m.
SCALY MOUNTAIN CHURCH OF GOD

290 Buck Knob Road; Pastor Donald G. Bates • 526-3212
Sun.: School:10 a.m.; Worship:10:45 a.m.; Worship: 6 p.m.

SHORTOFF BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Rev. Andy Cloer 

Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11 a.m. 
Wednesdays: Prayer & Bible Study:6 p.m. 

COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH OF SKY VALLEY
706.746.3144• 696 Sky Valley Way #447, Pastor Gary Hewins
Worship: Sun. 9 a.m., with Holy Communion the 1st & 3rd 
Sun.; Tues: Community Supper 5:30 followed by Bible Study. 

THE CHURCH OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD
1448 Highway 107 South, Office: 743-2359 • Rev. Rob Wood

June-Sept: Sunday Services: Rite I, 8a, Rite II, 9:15 & 11a
Nursery available for Rite II services

Sept 6-Oct 25-Informal Evening Eucharist-5:30 p.m. 
Thursday: Noon Healing Service with Eucharist.

UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST FELLOWSHIP 
85 Sierra Drive, Franklin • uufranklin.org  

Sunday Worship - 11 a.m. 
WHITESIDE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Rev. Sam Forrester/Cashiers
Sunday School:10 am, Worship Service:11 am

John 3:16

• See SUMMIT page 19

•Biz/Org News•

Summit Charter School, a tuition-free K-9 pub-
lic charter school in the Cashiers-Highlands plateau of  
North Carolina, today announces the appointment of  
Kurt Pusch as its next director, effective July 1. Pusch will 
succeed Billy Leonard, who has served Summit as interim 
director since July 2018. 

In making the announcement, Edward Cole, board 
of  trustees chair and search committee co-chair, says, 
“We consider ourselves very fortunate to have someone 
of  Kurt’s award-winning experience as an administrator 
and educator. He has spent the past 15 years with KIPP, 
the nation’s largest and highest regarded network of  
public charter schools.” Cole continues, “Kurt’s demon-
strated ability to lead a school to high ranking academic 
achievement, increase faculty retention and decrease stu-
dent attrition was quite impressive. He is well-versed on 
the advantages of  a charter school, has a passion for out-
door education and aligns well with Summit’s place-based 
and whole-child approach to learning.”

Most recently, Pusch served as Chief  Schools Of-
ficer at KIPP Colorado Schools, overseeing six charter 
schools serving nearly 2,000 students from early child-
hood through twelfth grade with the mission of  educat-
ing students to develop the knowledge, skills and charac-
ter for success in college and life. Prior to his tenure at 
KIPP, where he also served as principal, academic dean 
and middle school history teacher, Pusch was a Teach 
For America Corps Member, serving as a fourth grade 
teacher at Northside Elementary School in Norlina, NC. 
He graduated from The Lovett School in Atlanta, Col-
gate University in Hamilton, NY and received his Master 
of  Education in Administration and Supervision from 
National Louis University in Chicago, IL. He will receive 
his Executive Master of  Business Administration from 
Northwestern University’s Kellogg School of  Manage-
ment in June 2019. He is married to M.C. Pusch and 
has four children, Briggs (8), Kate (6), McKinley (4) and 
Henry (2).

“My wife M.C. and I feel deeply privileged by this 
opportunity for our family to join the Cashiers-Highlands 
community and to serve Summit Charter School,” says 
Pusch. “In our time getting to know the staff, students, 

Summit 
Charter 

School hires 
new director

Kurt Pusch
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 HALFMILEFARM.COM/KEVINJOHNSON  |  828-787-2620 or 828-787-2635
#ChefsInTheHouse #HalfMileFarm

CHEFS IN THE HOUSE 
a dinner series at half-mile farm

KEVIN JOHNSON
of The Grocery

SATURDAY
MARCH 23

The Farm at Old Edwards | Friday, April 5, 2019

SARAH STEFFAN 
 The Dogwood 

Blackberry Farm

WHITNEY OTAWKA
The Greyfield Inn 

Cumberland Island

JESSICA GAMBLE
KR Steakbar 

Atlanta 

828-787-2635 • 828-787-2620  |  OldEdwardsInn.com/RoseWineDinner

CULINARY STARS & WHISPERING ANGEL DINNER

...PLANNING  continued from 16

...SUMMIT continued from page 18

•Biz/Org News•

Macon County non-profit organiza-
tions have until March 29, 2019, to apply 
for county funds allocated in the county’s 
current fiscal year budget, through the 
Macon County Community Funding Pool 
(CFP). Application forms and instruc-
tions are available on the Macon County 
website, www.maconnc.org, or may be 
picked up at the Macon County Public Li-
brary on Siler Farm Road in Franklin, the 
Hudson Library on Main Street in High-
lands, and the Nantahala Public Library 
on Nantahala School Road.

Organizations applying for CFP 
funds must provide financial statements 
such as budgets and federal tax-exempt 
reports, organization goals and objectives, 
and program/service descriptions. First-
time applicants must contact Karen Wal-

Macon Community Funding Pool is 
Accepting Applications

lace, 524-3600, or Bobbie Contino, 342-
7872, to discuss their proposal. Groups not 
incorporated as non-profits may enlist an 
established non-profit to serve as their fis-
cal agent. Collaborative agency proposals 
are encouraged to leverage limited funding 
and to share resources.

 The Community Funding Pool was 
established to help the Macon County 
Board of  Commissioners allocate tax-gen-
erated funds to local non-profits in a fair 
and efficient way. The CFP Task Force is 
composed of  citizens chosen by the Board 
of  Commissioners to consider applica-
tions and make recommendations to the 
Board, who make final funding decisions. 
The Community Funding Pool is a separate 
entity from the Macon County Community 
Foundation.

families, and supporters of  Summit, we 
have felt the values and sense of  com-
munity that clearly make the school such 
a special place. I look forward to joining 
the team at Summit, and doing my very 
best to serve the school as director over 
the years ahead.”

Pusch was selected following a high-
ly-competitive national search. The seven-
member search committee included Lau-
ren Bennett (High School Principal and 
Guidance Counselor), Ann Betty (Board 
of  Trustees Vice Chair), Travis Boswell 
(Board of  Trustees), Edward Cole (Board 
of  Trustees Chair), Amy Corcell (Founda-
tion Board), Jim Hendrix (Former Sum-
mit Interim Director) and Lisa Lehotsky 
(School Office Manager and Former 
Teacher). Ann Betty, search committee 
co-chair and board of  trustees vice chair, 
says, “Kurt was an enthusiastic and unani-
mous choice. As both a professional and 
cultural fit, Kurt is a win-win for the Sum-
mit community.”

Josh Crawford, foundation board 
chair, explains, “We are all so excited 
about Kurt, but don’t want to forget what 
a tremendous job Billy Leonard has done 
this year as interim director. We are very 
thankful for his leadership and steadfast 
devotion to the school during a year of  
major transitions and milestones. Billy 
will certainly leave a lasting legacy at the 

school.”
About Summit Charter School
Summit Charter School is a tuition-

free K-9 public charter school in the beau-
tiful mountains of  Western North Carolina 
that engages students in learning experi-
ences that stimulate discovery, inspire ex-
cellence and nurture a positive influence 
in an ever-changing world. A picturesque 
mountain campus and state-of-the-art fa-
cilities in the Cashiers-Highlands plateau 
provide an ideal setting for students and 
teachers to embrace high expectations, 
build meaningful relationships and practice 
the seven virtues of  the school’s daily Sum-
mit Pledge: “Each day in my words and my 
deeds, I will do my best to live these seven 
virtues: Honesty, Respect, Responsibility, 
Compassion, Self-Discipline, Perseverance 
and Giving.”

During the 2018-19 school year, Sum-
mit welcomed its first ninth grade class and 
will add a high school grade every year un-
til the inaugural high school class graduates 
in 2022. Following this spring’s opening of  
the Summit Center, which houses athletic 
facilities, a performance area and music 
and art classrooms, the school will open 
its new high school building. Learn more 
about Summit’s transformative place-
based education and whole-child approach 
to learn at summitschool.org.

But Weller said allowing habitable space 
in a day-light basement is better than build-
ing a huge foundation wall.

“It puts the overall building on a more 
personable scale rather than just a concrete 
warehouse-looking foundation wall. The in-
tent is also to make use of  sloping property 
where some portion of  a basement will be 
underground. All the easy properties have 
been built on,” said Weller.

Craig agreed saying this sort of  amend-
ment to the ordinance would keep the 
downtown vibrant which is a benefit.

“This would be a minor change just like 
the marathon discussion we had over attics. 

We allow attics now and it hasn’t been det-
rimental to the town and people can have 
a habitable space in their attic which is per-
fectly legal,” he said.

Member Glenda Bell said she couldn’t 
see any reason not to amend the ordinance 
to allow a habitable space in a basement 
just like in an attic.

Ward said the Land Use Committee is 
worried multiple basements could be built 
and that might be a problem. He wants to 
make sure that isn’t an issue before return-
ing to the March Planning Board meeting 
with a proposed amendment.

– Kim Lewicki
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Loma Linda
Farm

Dog Boarding • Day Care
Pastoral Park

in Home and Leash Free
Lodging in the lap of luxury

(828) 421-7922
Highlands Nc

lomalindafarm@gmail.com
www.lomalindafarm.com NC License #10978

Larry Houston
Rock Work

Walls • Fireplaces • Patios • Piers 
All Rock Work • Stucco

(828) 526-4138 or (828) 200-3551

JUST TALK TO ME 
I am 73. I am Pain-Free. Are You? 

CBD� HEALS 
�-�(-)i"---11111111111. 

VIVA WELLNESS 
526-1566
FAR INFRARED 8AUNA�eAPSULE 
HYDRO MASSAGE 8PA�C,APSULE 
WHOLE BODY 

VIBRATION 
5 Cottage Row • U.S. 64 East 

110 mins./ $25

• Interior
• Exterior

• Pressure Washing
• Drywall Repair

• Window Cleaning
• Gutter Cleaning

• Deck Repair
riospainting0864@gmail.com 

Find us on FaceBook
Owner Elias Rios

Fully Insured • 706-982-0864

Business Card Ads:
$17 per week BW

$22 per week Color
Classified Ads:

$6 for 10 words
20 cents each additional word

$2 for color highlight; $5 for graphic

Plateau Cleaning Service

Serving Highlands, Cashiers 
and surrounding areas.

Off i c e,Res id en t ia l ,Ren ta l s

Tanya Sullivan: 803-634-4955 • Will Highnote: 803-341-4512
Email: Tsull512@yahoo.com

Highlands Police entries from Feb. 14. Only the names of 
persons arrested, issued a Class-3 misdemeanor or public officials 
have been used. 

Feb. 14
• At 6 p.m., officers responded to a call about someone try-

ing to pass a $100 counterfeit bill and obtaining property by false 
pretenses at 4th Street Market.

Feb. 20
• At 8 a.m., officers responded to a one-vehicle accident on 

NC 28 near Cook Road.
Feb. 21
•At 3:12 p.m., Joseph William Ferro Grier, 36, of Highlands, 

was arrested on two FTA charges. He was issued a $10,750 se-
cured bond.

Feb. 25
• At 12:30 p.m., officers responded to a report of a break-

ing and entering of a residence on Main Street in Wright Square 
where a door was forced open causing damage.

Feb. 26
•At 3:10 p.m., the dept. responded to a two-vehicle acci-

dent on US 64 and US 28.
March 1
• At 12:03 p.m., Trey Lamar Gerrells, 18, of Clayton, GA, was 

arrested on an outstanding warrant from another jurisdiction. 
He was issued a $3,000 secured bond. His trial date is March 19.

• At 11:59 p.m., officers responded to a call about someone 
parked and texting in a driveway of a residence on Wingina Place

The Highlands Fire & Rescue log from Feb. 26, 2019.
Feb. 26
• At 10:27 a.m., the dept. provided public assistance to a 

motorist on NC 196.
• At 12:35 p.m., the dept. was first-responders to a resi-

dence on Blue Valley Road.
• At 1:25 p.m., the dept. responded to a fire alarm at a resi-

dence on Ravenel Ridge road.
Feb. 27
• At 10:27 p.m., the dept. was first-responders to a resi-

dence on Clubhouse Trail.
March 2
 • At 8:29 p.m., the dept. was first-responders to a residence 

on Half Mile Drive.
• At 9:11 p.m., the dept. responded to a motor vehicle ac-

cident on NC 106.
March 4
• At 2:07 p.m., the dept. was first-responders to a residence 

on NC 106.
March 5
• At 2:01 a.m., the dept. was first-responders to a residence 

on Lake Villa Court.

 828-526-0031 • barb@dornbushdesign.com
www.dornbushdesign.com

Ideal for DIYers: Bring in a
“Designer for a Day”

Save money & time & avoid mistakes

•Police & Fire Reports•
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chestnut storage

Look for our sign!
10890 Buck Creek Rd. - 1/2 mile off Cashiers Rd near the hospital 

Storage Units Available
Secure 24 Hour Access

Easy In - Easy Out
Great Rates - Great Terms

Call today to find out why we’re
“Highland’s Premier Facility”

828-482-1045

Whiteside Cove  
Cottages

800-805-3558 • 828-526-2222

5 new log cabins 
nestled in the hemlocks 
on 25 acres at the base 

of Whiteside 
Mountain.

Allan Dearth & Sons
Generator 

Sales & Service, Inc.

828-526-9325
Cell: 828-200-1139

email: allandearth@msn.com

• Residential or  
Commercial 

• Over 40 Years  
Experience 

• Fast and Dependable
• FREE Estimates

• FREE Pick-up and 
Delivery

American 
Upholstery 

Same Phone Numbers:
(864) 638-9661 cell: (864) 710-9106

105 Ashley Drive • Walhalla, SC 29691
(Same Owners: Morris & Rachel Bible)

• Interior & Exterior Painting
• Pressure Washing

• House Maintenance
• Drywall Repair

• Deck Repair
Quality Work • Fully Insured

Lupe Gonzales
avpintura@gmail.com

828-332-1539 or 678-873-2927

• Grading
• Excavating
• Driveways
• Build sites

• Hauling
• Septic Systems 

Edwin Wilson
Cell (828) 421-3643 

Office/fax (828) 526-4758
wilsongrading@yahoo.com 

WE HAVE MOVED TO

Sample Books Available

l l l li t 1 l 
HIGHLANDER 1 
ROOFING SERVICES INC 

New & Re-Roofing Applications Including: 
Asphalt • Cedar • Metal & Synthetic Materials 

Showroom Location 
1511 Highlands Rd 
Franklin, NC 28734 

Office (828) 524-7773 
Cell (828) 526-6421 

luke@highlandernc.com 
www.highlandernc.com 

Mendoza Tree Expert
Quality Tree Care & Removal •14+ years

Juventino Mendoza
828-200-9217

Fully Insured 
• References Available

mendozatreeexpert@gmail.com

FIREWOOD FOR SALE

We now accept all credit cards

26 Highlands Plaza
Highlands, NC 28741

Phone: 828-526-3241
Fax: 828-482-9019
Email: rachelbkelleyllc@gmail.com

Rachel B. Kelley, PMHNP-BC
ARNP - Board Certified

Psychiatric • Mental Health
Medication Management
Positive Wellness

Highlands Automotive

Service
&

Repair

NC
Inspection

Station

2851 Cashiers Road • highlandsautomotive.com
828-787-2360

Ryan M. Bears
Broker

Pat Allen, Broker in Charge

Cell: 803-271-5426
Office: 828-526-8784

Ryan@patallenrealtygroup.com

MORALESPAINTINGSERVICES@GMAIL.COM

706.982.9768
828-226.5347

INTERIOR/EXTERIOR PAINTING • LAWN MAINTENANCE
HOUSE MAINTENANCE • QUALITY WORK

FULLY INSURED
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HELP WANTED
HIGHLANDS COUN-

TRY CLUB is looking for 
energetic team players to fill 
positions on the Greenkeep-
ing staff and Driving Range 
Staff. If you want to join a fun 
team with good pay and ben-
efits, this is for you! Call Brian 
at (828) 787-2778. (3/28)

THE UGLY DOG PUB 
wants you to be a part of our 
team. We need managers, 
full-time servers, bartend-
ers, and support staff with 
a positive attitude, ability to 
multitask, and a willingness to 
work as a team. Experience 
preferred but not required. 
Working nights and weekends 
is required. 828-526-8364 
theuglydogstaff@gmail.com. 
(st. 3/21)

OLD EDWARDS INN 
& SPA are looking for the 
following employees: Head 
chef, pastry cook, baker, as-
sistant inn manager, bellmen, 
housekeeping supervisors, spa 
attendant and housekeepers, 
servers/bussers. Please apply 
online at www.oldedwardsinn.
com or call: Pat Turnbull at 
828-787-2697. (3/7) 

PART-TIME KENNEL 
HELP – Assist with care & 
kennel cleaning for upcoming 
litter of puppies; 2 hours each 
morning for 7 weeks; start 
o/a March 20. Ten minutes 
from Highlands. $15/hr. Call 
(914)489-0336 (3/7) 

WOLFGANG’S RES-
TAURANT is looking for 
experienced waitstaff, host-
esses and bussers. Please call 
Jacque at 526-3807. (st. 2/14) 

HELP WANTED UP-
SCALE WOMENS BOU-
TIQUE – Fun, friendly and 
fast paced environment. Retail 
experience preferred. Part or 
full time needed. Saturdays 

are a requirement. Please call 
828-371-2582. (st. 2/7) 

MOUNTAIN FRESH 
GROCERY has full- and part-
time positions available. Com-
petitive wages for all positions, 
18+ only. Apply in person at 
521 East Main Street in High-
lands or call 828-526-2400.

• Food Server, Cashier, 
and Barista (includes tips)

• Dishwasher
• Pizza
• Bakery
• Grill line
P/T CLEANER NEED 

TO CLEAN A OFFICE 
BUILDING IN CASHIERS 
daytime position pays 16.00 An 
hour,must pass background 
check and D/S contact Bob at 
RNLUNDYGVPM@GMAIL.
COM (st. 11/15)

H O U S E K E E P I N G 
PROFESSIONALS a t 
Highlands-Cashiers Hospital. 
Generous shift differentials, 
paid time off, health insurance, 
and retirement benefits for 
full time roles. Apply today: 
missionhealth.org/careers. (st. 
9/13)

ITEMS FOR SALE
TWIN BEDS - complete 

set of 2, vintage look wooden 
headboards, and linens-$400. 
Beautiful antique, tall 6 drawer 
mahogany dresser-$350. Call 
(828) 482-2380. (st. 11/29)

ATTENTION AN-
TIQUE LOVERS. used fine 
furniture, some from England. 
Pub table with chairs, formal 
sofa, his and her parlor chairs, 
Henredon bedroom set, accent 
tables and collectibles. Please 
call or text Faye 828-421-7197 
or 828-421-3785. (st. 8/30) 

JACUZZI, WHIRL-
POOL BATH, 23 Jets, 72” x 
60”, 3 years old, cost $6,500; 
sell for $1,800 404-358-3076. 
(st. 7/19) 

•Classifieds•
SERVICES 
HIGH COUNTRY 

PHOTO/KEVIN VINSON: 
scanning photos, slides & nega-
tives to CD or DVD for easier 
viewing. Video transfer to DVD. 
Everything done in house. 
Leave message at 828-526-
5208. (st. 11/22)

AL HANDIMAN SER-
VICES – Plumbing, electrical, 
painting, carpentry. Local refer-
ences. Call 828-332-7271 or 
828-369-6245. (3/28)

WNC PROPERTY 
MAINTENANCE LLC. 
828-347-1822 – Year-round 
property maintenance and 
monitoring for vacation 
homes/rentals/residential; 
pressure washing-deck repairs-
carpentry-small plumbing & 
electrical repairs/painting/etc.; 
lawn care & mowing; by the 
job or yearly contract; call for 
FREE estimate; Insured.

NEW CREATIONS 
LANDSCAPING LLC. For 
all your landscaping design 
& installation needs! Spring 
cleanup, lot clearing, driveway 
repair, grounds maintenance, 
firewood, retaining walls, 
crossties, we do it all! Insured 
Free estimates (828)524-6959.
(3/21) 

G R E E N T H U M B 
LAWNCARE & MAINTE-
NANCE – Spring is almost 
here! Need that cleanup? 
Lawn care, house maintenance, 
handyman and much more. Re-
liable, experienced and reason-
ably priced. Highlands clients 
for 15 years with references.
Call 828-421-8847. (3/21) 

HIGHLANDS-CA-
SHIERS HANDI-MAN – 
Can fix anything inside or out. 
Carpentry, painting, pressure 
washing, lawn care, hauling. 
and will monitor house during 
winter. Free Estimates. Refer-

ences. Call Tony. 828-200-5770 
or 828-482-0159. (9/20)

GUTTER CLEANING, 
METAL FABRICATON 
roof repairs, debris removal. 
Call 371-1103. (st. 4/26)

REAL ESTATE FOR 
SALE

FLAT MOUNTAIN/ 
BRUSH CREEEK ACRE-
AGE FOR SALE BY 
OWNER. 13.2 total acres, 
old mountain homestead. 
Beautiful views, several great 
building sites, old livable farm 
house, small studio size cabin, 
rental income possible, some 
pasture and some woods, 
partial fenced, well water, three 
different roads to enter prop-
erty, sub-dividable, amazing 
potential on this tract of land. 
Please call 706-400-2596 or 
email vhchambers60@yahoo.
comfor more info. $800,000 
OBO (12/20)

3.20 ACRES UNRE-
STRICTED. Power under-
ground, borders National for-
est, 190 degree view. 10 min 
to Main Street. 3 septic fields, 
1 well 7 g p.m. 2 house foun-
dations established and ap-
proved by county inspectors. 
2Bed/2Bath Clayton home 
livable while building. Spring 
rights and more land available. 
For beautiful sunsets contact 
gracefamilia@yahoo.com. (st. 
9/21)

1.21 ACRES FOR SALE 
BY OWNER - OTTO, NC 
- $28,000. Lot 12 Quail Haven 
Road. Otto, NC. Price not 
firm...open for negotiation. 
Please email if interested to 
ddmarsh15@aol.com or call/
text to 239-980-0531. Please 
leave a message. (st. 7/20) 

C O M M E R C I A L 
SPACE RENTALS

LOCATION IS EV-
ERYTHING! Prime retail 

space available on Main Street 
in Highlands: 3,000 prime 
retail space available for rent 
starting March 1, 2019 Con-
tact Jody or Wood Lovell. 
Highlands Sotheby’s Interna-
tional Realty. 828.526.4104. 
(st. 1/10) 

SOUTHERN BELLS 
RESTAURANT on Ca-
shiers Road for lease. Experi-
enced restaurateurs only. Call 
706-782-6252. (st. 5/3)

FALLS ON MAIN -– 
Up and Down units available. 
Call 706-782-6252. (st. 5/3). 

R E S I D E N T I A L 
RENTALS

N E W L Y 
G O R G E O U S L Y 
R E N O V A T E D  3 
BEDROOM 2 BATH 
in Highland Falls Country 
Club. 24-hr gated security, 
Meticulously maintained 
grounds. Nantahala Forest 
and severa l  water fa l l s 
within the country club. 2 
miles to Highlands’ Main 
Street’s boutique shopping 
and gourmet restaurants. 
Top of the line appliances, 
gas stove, quartz counter 
tops. Mountain chic at its 
finest. 6-month rental for 
December-May. $3,000/
mth.678-360-2296. (st. 11/1) 

AVAILABLE
HORSE BOARDING. 

Room for one horse. Full 
board. Tranquil setting. Four-
stall barn. Experienced care on 
premises. 24/7. $450/month. 
Call Verne at 421-7886 or 
Mase at 526-9843. (1/17)
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Main Street Inn & Bistro 
828-526-2590 • mainstreet-inn.com

“Ace is the Place.”

At Main & 3rd streets
Highlands 526-2157

Hardware
Reeves

3

www.highlandsiscalling.com
828-526-3717 

11

Country Club Properties
“Your local hometown 

Real Estate professionals.”
3 Offices 828-526-2520

www.CCPHighlandsNC.com

2 “Highlands is calling  
and I must go.”

Pam Nellis 
BROKER 

828-787-1895
pamela.nellis@yahoo.com 

� 
LANDMARK 
REAL ESTATE SALES 8: VACATION RENTALS 

A�u.o:-,n, 

www.LandmarkRG.com I 828-526-4663 I 225 Main St.

6

Suzanne McDavid
Broker

cell: (678) 276-6133 • Off: (828) 526-8300

401 N 5th St., Highlands

SILVER EAGLE 

349 Main Street, Highlands, NC
828.526.5190 silvereaglegallery.com

Native American Jewelry
  Crystal & Gem Gallery

The Log Cabin
Casual Dining in 1924 Joe Webb log cabin

Nightly at 5 p.m. • 828-526-5777

33

33
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6
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4
13

9

Mitzi Rauers, Broker 
404-218-9123 

mitzi@meadowsmtnrealty.com
meadowsmountainrealty.com

13

K-H Park

Martin-Lipscomb 
Performing Arts Center 

(PAC)

5

 “Let me introduce you to our charming  
corner of the world.”

114 N. 4th Street • Highlands, NC

sheryl.wilson@sothebysrealty.com • highlandssir.com
office: 828.526.8300 • cell: 828.337.0706

Sheryl Wilson

Top 25
Broker
2018 HCBOR

Sotheby’s
is the top

firm in
Highlands 
since 2013 

Andrea Gabbard

c 828.200.6742

o 828.526.8300

andrea.gabbard
@sothbysrealty.com

474 Main Street 
828.526.3807 
wolfgangs.net

Celebrating 25 Years!

Open Wed. - Sat.
Bistro Opens at 4pm 

Dining Room at 5:30pm



www.firemt.com • (800) 775-4446

Cashmere
Scotland’s Best Knitwear

McCULLEY’S

“Top of the Hill”

242 S. 4th St.

Open 7 days a week
526-4407

33

828-526-2338

30...on the Verandah 
Restaurant

on Lake Sequoyah

www.ontheverandah.com

Open Year-Round
343-D Main Street. • 526-4035

Lunch 
11a-4p
Dinner 
5:30p

Closed
Wednesdays

Paoletti

#1 Broker 
Highlands/Cashiers  

2001-2018 per  
Highlands-Cashiers MLS

7

8

9

6

 5 5

Jody Lovell • 828-526-4104
highlandssothebysrealty.com

www.wildthymegourmet.com

Invest In An Extraordinary Experience
125 South 4th Street, Highlands • (828) 526-8118 • www.WhiteOakRG.com

Susie deVille, Broker Associate
828-371-2079

Bee Gleeson, Broker Associate
404-307-1415

Pat Gleeson, Owner, BIC
828-782-0472

 5

Pat Allen 
Broker-in-charge

Cell: 828-200-9179 
pat@patallenrealtygroup.com 

Office: 828-526-8784
295 Dillard Road

Highlands, NC 28741

 5

Not the Biggest ... Just the Best!

www.patallenrealtygroup.com 

Kurt Barbee
828-545-7272
Ryan Bears

803-271-5426
Christy Harris
404-229-8737 

Rick Harrison
404-906-5113 
Julie Osborn

BROKERS:
828-200-6165

Sherman Pope 
828-342-4277
Cy Timmons 
828-200-9762

Steve Sheppard
404-219-1349
Sheila Welch
828-342-0695

DAV ID 
BOCK 
BUILDERS 

www.BockBuilders.com 828-526-2240 

Top Producers for 14 Years

Thank you 
for a great Season! 

We will re-open 
Thursday, April 11th, 2019

Opening 
in 

Mid- March


