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Town tweaking FY “19-20” budget;
considering fire tax increase

The Town of Highlands
budget deliberations for FY
2019-20’ is wrapping up. The final
word will come Thursday night at

County
proposing
1.59¢ tax
hike for
2019-2020

By Brittney Lofthouse

At the direction of county
commissioners, Macon County
Manager Derek Roland  pre-
sented his 2019-2020 fiscal year
budget Tuesday night, and em-
phasized the county’s growing
economy, population, and needs.
The manager’s proposed budget
totaled $52,834,025, a nearly $2
million increase over the current
year.

Macon County Commis-
sion Chair Jim Tate preceded
Roland’s budget presentation by
stating that Roland was tasked
with several requests from com-
missioners to prioritize projects
in the budget, which would likely
result in an increase in needed
funding. Tate noted that com-
missioners wanted to enhance

o See TAX HIKE page 19
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‘Home Furnishing Center’
Open
Monday — Saturday
9a-5p
Sunday— noon to 5p
2089 Highway 106
828-526-5577

the Town Board meeting and then
a public hearing will be set for the
June meeting before the final ver-
sion of the budget is passed.

Since  March, requested/
needed capital items from each
department have been considered.

o See FIRE TAX page 10

O’Shea named Highlands

Brett Lamb with O’Shea.

School ‘Fan of the Year’

When Brian O’Shea attended the Highlands School High School
Athletic Banquet last Monday night to snap a shot of the annual “Fan
of the Year” recipient for Highlands Newspaper, little did he know
he would be the recipient! O’Shea has doggedly followed Highlands
School sports wherever they go — Macon or Jackson counties, in
nearby Georgia or South Carolina — all year long posting stories and
photos on his Plateau Daily News site and in Highlands Newspaper.
Highlands School athletes pick the person who consistently shows-
support for school athletics during the school year usually just for
attending the games. But Brian went far beyond that criteria. Good
work Brian! Pictured from left is Highlands School Athletic Director
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Highlands

Sotheby’s

INTERMATIONAL REALTY

114 N. 4th Street » Highlands
NC e 828-526-4104
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Newly formed
HC Health Foundation
accepting grant requests

Grant workshop on May 22, at Cashiers/ Glenville Recreation Center,
noon-2pm; or May 28, Hudson Library in Highlands, 12:30-2:30pm

The new beginning for the
Highlands Cashiers Health Foun-
dation, a public charity is under-
way, and the announcement of its
grant application is now online.
The Foundation is pleased to ac-
cept grant applications for propos-
als to improve the health and well-
being of our Highlands Cashiers
and surrounding communities
online at wwwhighlandscashier-
shealthfoundation.org The grant
application submittal deadline is
June 15 for the first grant cycle.

Since February 1 of this year,
the Foundation has been immersed
in establishing policies, procedures
and new offices at the Peggy Cros-
by Center in Highlands. Driven by
its commitment to donors and lo-
cal communities, the grant-making
process has been established with
concentration on transparent and
due diligence procedures through
every step.

Every home
is a masterpiece.
Contact us today.

www.highlandssothebysrealty.com

“We are grateful for legal
and research guidance from Dog-
wood Health Trust and especially
pleased with the dedicated work
of our Programs and Grants
Committee over the past two
months, led by Board member
Stephanie Edwards,” said Dr.
Walter Clark, Foundation Chait.

The committee, comprised
of four board members and three
community advisory members,
spent numerous hours studying
needs assessment data, health
impact factors and conducting
listening engagements with 25
organizations across the plateau.
The process resulted in a fully
vetted, prioritized list of focus
areas that have significant poten-
tial for fulfilling the Foundation’s
putpose to improve the health
and wellbeing of our Highlands,
Cashiers and surrounding com-

eSee GRANT page 8

Fun for the whole family!

<IPLINE CANCPY TOURS

828-526-8773
highlandscanopytour.com
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«MAYOR ON DUTYe

Budget process is finishing up

The May Highlands Town
Board meeting is tonight
at 7pm. The meeting will
be at the Highlands Community
Building next to the ballfield.
While the meeting agenda may
not be long, there are several
important items for the board to
covet.

The first item will be a dis-
cussion of the speed limit on
Hickory Hill Road. A number of
residents want to see the speed
limit reduced. I believe the board
will take appropriate action. In
addition to this residential road, I would like
the board to review speed limits in other
neighborhoods and in certain business ar-
eas. There are several questions that need
answering such as, what are safe speeds in
certain areas and how speed limits can be
enforced? Enforcement on short and nar-
row neighborhood streets is not that simple.

In planning matters there will be a
request for a public hearing for amend-
ments to the Unified Development Ordi-
nance. One of these changes deals with
construction and reconstruction of fences,
while another relates to accessory uses
and structures. Other areas to be reviewed
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Highlands Mayor
Patrick Taylor

concern dimensional and density
standards in residential and non-
residential developments.

While I am providing a brief
description of the proposed
amendments, Town Manager/
Acting Planning Director Josh
Ward will present a detailed de-
scription. No action will be taken
until after the public hearing at
the June board meeting.

Another important agenda
item will be the official awarding
of the contract to build the aetial
fiber portion of the broadband
network. JBL. Communications will be the
contractor and should start the construction
in the coming weeks. The board will also ap-
prove the contract for the administration of
the contract and construction. Wide Open
Networks will oversee the building of the
network.

The last item on the agenda will be the
presentation of the proposed town bud-
get for fiscal year 2018/2019. For several
months town staff and the board have been
developing this new budget that will go into
effect on July 1. Town Manager Ward, will
present the proposed budget which by state
law is balanced. At the end of the budget
presentation a motion will be made to have a
budget public hearing at the June Highlands
Town Board meeting.

This proposed budget has a significant
amount of infrastructure spending. The 4.6
million-dollar loan to build the fiber network
has been entered twice in the budget. Our
accountants and auditors require this pro-
cedure that appears to balloon the budget
by over 9 million dollars. This loan will be
repaid from funds generated from the fiber
network operation. Also, the budget includes
replacement of the Split Rail waterline for
$876,000 and four road paving projects to-
taling $620,000.

While electric utility rates will not in-
crease again this year, the basic usage rates
for water and sewer will increase for the first
time in a number of years by a couple of
dollars. The town is facing several water sys-
tem improvements and incurred a shortfall
this year. Many towns have kept water and
sewer rates down while ignoring essential
maintenance and upgrades. That strategy is
a formula for a water system requiring ma-
jor funding just to bring it up to minimum

e See MAYOR page 11
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"I hope you won't consider this a complaint. But tell the
chef a pinch less salt and a dab more garlic next time.”

wilcseweE@ ~AHo0.cay

Town of Highlands Notice of Public Forum

This Public Forum is to notify all residence living in the Highlands Fire and Rescue’s
rural fire district of a public information meeting to be held on the 21st day of May,
2019, at 6pm, at the Civic Center in the Arts & Crafts Room, 600 North 4th Street, High-
lands, North Carolina. This meeting will be in reference to the proposed fire tax increase

to accommodate the purchase of land and a new main station.
All interested residents/citizens are encouraged to attend.

Gibby Shaheen
Town Clerk
WEATHER®
Friday 5/17 Saturday 5/18 Sunday 5/19
Daytirme Overnight Daytime Overnight Daytime Overnight
:,:-‘--'-‘.f'_' :;:~‘-'<1;':_ _.__h -
h '}L,.F:_ {.’-‘-.‘*:- ol -I:"-..‘L .
Temp Ol 78F 54F 76 F 56 F 74F 56 F
RealFeeO  85F 58 F 85F 63 F 81F 64 F
WindsQ' 496 395 496 3g5 598 396
T-Storms Q) 44% 24% 24% 24% 40% 24%
Rainfal Q!  0.04 0 0 0 0.1 0
Snowfall O 0 0 0 0 0 0

For Real-time Weather and the Extended Forecast, go to
www.highlandsinfo.com and click on Weather
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Photos shown are of another Old Edwards Club project, Cottages on 5th, and are representational of what will be offered at Cottages on 4th

COTTAGES ON 4TH

Another great community from Old Edwards Hospitality! Located in-town, an easy walk to all that Highlands has to offer, this property is just over three acres; six homes
will be constructed, each on a half acre lot. The community will be gated and heavily landscaped and include a common area with a pavilion and small pond. John Lupoli,
the renowned Highlands builder, will will build them so the quality will be second to none! There are two floor plans — a one level and a two-story, both with three
bedrooms and three-and-a-half baths. Too many features to name here!

Pricing includes a full membership to Old Edwards Club valued at $80,000. This membership includes all of the new family-friendly amenities at GlenCove by Old Edwards.

Offered for $1,695,000 | Contact Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices Meadows Mountain Realty for more information: 828.526.1717

HIGHLANDS IN-TOWN This amazing 8+ acre property features three HIGHLANDS COUNTRY CLUB The living room of this beautiful

completely updated homes with the main house boasting five bedrooms, a guest house with home has a high coffered ceiling and stone fireplace with lovely built-in bookcases.
one bedroom and a charming cabin with two bedrooms. Clear Creek runs through the The kitchen boasts a large island and both the kitchen and living room open to two
property and a lake has been formed. The current owners raised championship large screened porch areas, one with a fireplace. The master is offset from the common
golden retrievers and have a terrific kennel adjacent to the home. This area would also areas for privacy. Also on the main floor is a large office/study with a full bath. All
make a great art studio. Located only two short miles to Highlands’ Main Street. the bells and whistles with quality second to none!

MLS# 89607 | Offered for $2,395,000 MLS# 90522 | Offered for $2,000,000

MeadowsMountainRealty.com | 828.526.1717

At Highlands Falls CC Downtown Highlands

BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY 2334 CASHIERS ROAD 488 MAIN STREET

HomeServices Downtown Cashiers
Meadows Mountain Realty 132 HIGHWAY 107 SOUTH
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Main Street Highlands since 1984

@ 828-526-4035 b
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WOLFGANG'S

RESTAURANT & WINE BISTRO

| WILD THYME GOU RMET

R EB T AR AMT

Serving Lunch and Dinner Year—Round.

Gourmet Foods, Full Service Bar
Town Square at 343-D Main St. * Highlands

Serving Lunch

11a to 4p
AND
Serving Dinner i EXCEPTION
from 5:30p ﬁrﬁ"’&f& s
7 Days a Week 828.526.4906 Every Evening

wherw. paolettis.com From 5:00 pm

The LOG CABIN

CASUAL DINING

Japanese ¢ Asian® Thai Cuisine
Fresh Seafood, Steaks Open Year Round * 6 days
& Comfortable Italian Closed Wednesdays AND Closed daily 3 to 4:30p

Dinner Nightly at 5:00 PM Mon. thruThurs., I 1a to 10p
Fri.,& Sat,,llato Il p
Sun., noon to 10p

828-787-1680 or 828-787-1900

We Cater!
151 Helen’s Barn Avenue
Please call for reservations

Open Wednesday - Sunday
Bistro Opens at 4pm | Dining Room at 5:30pm

Coebviting 26 y@ww

474 Main Street | 828.526.3807 | wolfgangs.net

...on the Verandah e e
I}Qistasurant L Just off Main Street in a historic
on Lake Sequoya 1924 Joe Webb log cabin

www.ontheverandah.com
US 64 west » Highlands

828 526-5777
www.LogCabinHighlands.com
130 LOG CABIN LANE

REsTAuRANT
JOIN US FOR OUR

Dinnedr . 5 (e s Both S@&SO‘H
serve AT o o % TUESDAY - SATURDAY
nightly at 5:30 FRESSRC S TS Now hiri ng all DINNER STARTS

._ _ @ 5:30PM

" OPEN SUNDAY, MAY 26
FOR MEMORIAL DAY WEEKEND

positions

828-526-2338
531 SMAllWllllll AVE | 828-526-9419



CHESTNUT HILL A lot of home for the money! The great room
is spacious with multiple seating areas, beautiful hardwood floors, and vaulted
ceilings. The master is oversized with an extra large walk-in closet, a bath with
double vanity, and a private sitting room. Landscape care, water, sewer, roads, and
snow removal are provided by the HOA as well as the exterior including the roof -
like living in a condominium but better!

MLS# 90818 | Offered for $325,000

Diligence

CHESTNUT HILL Great location on a level lot with a small fenced dog yard
in the back. Lovely rocking chair front porch plus a screened porch in the back.
Located on a cul de sac with plenty of room to walk the dog or fiddle in the yard.
Landscape care and exterior maintenance of the home is provided by the HOA.
This is like living in a condo but enjoying a single family home on one level with a
garage. HOA fees also include road maintenance, snow removal, water and sewer.

MLS# 89978 | Offered for $305,000

s o

28-200-1371 - Page 5
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CHESTNUT HILL Hard to find in this price range: a home that is in great con-
dition with a covered front porch that has a mountain view and a private screened
back porch. The home is one level with three bedrooms and two generous baths.
The large great room boasts vaulted ceilings, beautiful hardwood floors, and built-
ins next to the gas fireplace. Single car garage. HOA fees include landscape care,
exterior building maintenance, water, sewer, roads, and snow removal.

MLS# 89579 | Offered for $315,000

CHESTNUT HILL Nicely situated on a quiet road, only 3 miles from Main
Street and around the corner from the Highlands-Cashiers Hospital. The open
great room is light and bright and has vaulted ceilings; it opens to the large sun
room. Landscape care, water, sewer, roads, and snow removal are provided by the
HOA as well as the exterior including the roof - like living in a condominium but
better!

I MLS# 89430 | Offered for $298,000
Diligence fEST=0 YW B

MeadowsMountainRealty.com | 828.526.1717

BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY

HomeServices

Meadows Mountain Realty

At Highlands Falls CC
2334 CASHIERS ROAD

Downtown Highlands
488 MAIN STREET

Downtown Cashiers
132 HIGHWAY 107 SOUTH
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Craft lce Cream &
Hand-Crafted
Sandwiches

Summer Hours:
:00AM - 8:00PM Mon - Sat
1:00AM - 5:00PM Sun

Fast & Fresh Family Food

G !
apt™ FRESSERS

€% ks
G (oY cafe
oN

& CATERING

And home of our NEW mobile grill
THE HITCHIN’ KITCHEN
We bring the party to you!

By Sgecm/x

Opent Tues— g i 1

5 828-526-8847 li

470 Oak St adjacent to the Park in Downtown Highlands

WeCaterHighlands.com

at The Main Street Inn
270 Main Street (828) 526-2590

Open weekends
Check out website
or call for hours

www.mainstreet-inn.com

¥ £V LVA ¥ I-Va .l“- ¥ g a”il JLTA ¥
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oi¥fa 2— Baking Potatoes lﬂ‘la
e Choice of House Made 12 Salad or e
ﬁi Broeccoli Salad [
T Demi Baguette A
£V 2 Homemade Brownies ¥
'¢s §29.95 &
¥ We prepare—you cook and heat 2%

'Vg Call to reserve 828-526-2762 E.p‘;FE

Altitudes

Restaurant

at Skyline Lodge

F:zmz szng with a View!
e Full bar N

CELEBRATING 25 YEARS |

of service and hospitality.

OPEN on MAY 22nd.

Many thanks EVERYONE
for your patronage and
support.

( See y'all real soon!)

470 Skyline Lodge Road
828-526-2121
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-+
BISTRO

In Wright Square
137 Main Street
Dine In or Take Out
828-820-8686
Open Mon.-Sat. 7a to 4p * Sun. 8a to 3p
All Day Craft Breakfast, Lunch
and Pastries Galore
Vegan & Vegetarian Options

Eggs Your Way * Omelets
Corn Beef Hash ¢ Eggs Benedict
3 Chef-Crafted Soups Daily
Salads
Hot Sandwiches Daily
Hand-made in-House Burgers
Panni Sandwiches * Cubans * Ruebens
and much more!

Come See Us!

4 §’%4°2_‘Q'

=y RS
@ — e
L= ﬁ
'E‘b./ oy @
X I :

Prarvepars of Flise S, Derbe, Bhrads Salts, Trm
—

828-482-1609 * 330 Main Street, Highlands
Keep the spring in your step!

Book a private cooking class with Rachel
at the Spice & Tea Exchange shop.
Get a group together and come ready
for fun, good food and laughs!
$30/person
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The Highlands Cashiers Hea/th Foundat'lon

seeks to address social determinants of health that uniquely challenge our
We believe in investing in programs that offer
constructive solutions and measurable improvements for healthy living. We want
to partner with your organization to keep our communities strong and vibrant for

surrounding communities.

years to come.

Apply TodayI

s GRANT

‘ WORKSHOPS:

May 22

Cashiers Area
May 28
Highlands Area
RSVP to
mfo@hchealthfnd.org

Grant appllcatlons avallable May 15 June 15

Highlands Cashiers Health Foundation is now accepting grant
applications online www.hchealthfnd.org

WE WELCOME APPLICATIONS FROM ORGANIZATIONS ADDRESSING THESE FOCUS AREAS

Access to Healthcare

Education Initiatives

Communlty Vltallty

Economic Stability

Given our mountainous terrain and popu-
lation demographics, access to care plays a
vital role in supporting healthy and strong
communities. We welcome proposals that
involve emergency and public transporta-
tion, indigent care, behavioral health, physi-
cian recruitment and retention.

The attainment of education is one of the
highest factors in predicting good health. We
welcome proposals to advance technologies
for academic enrichment, reduce k-12 absen-
teeism, improve student access to health and
counselor professionals, teacher development
and retention, early childhood learning and lit-
eracy improvement for all ages.

“ | Highlands Cashiers

For more information please visit our website: www.hchealthfnd.org Email: info@hchealthfnd.org

There are numerous opportumtles for mani-
festing healthful mountain living. We welcome
proposals for community initiatives to promote
healthy, active lifestyles, community health
screenings, broadband access and substance
abuse prevention programs.

Affordable housing initiatives and food
insecurity are among the most critical
needs to be addressed for a sustainable
economy.

A Proud Past.
A Promising Future,




Page 8 - Highlands Newspaper - Thurs., May 16,2019 - 828-200-1371

ADDICTION

MAY 1-22, Room 112
Gary Hewins,

Vesta Jones

Many believers today are

dealing with addictive
issues or want to know
how to minister to others
struggling with addiction.
This workshop is for
anyone wanting to know
how they can be set free,
or help others be set free,
from the bonds of
addiction.

S.H.A.P.E.

MAY 8-29, Room 308
Russ Johnsen,

Thomas Bates

Discover how your spiritual

gifts, heart, abilities,
personality and experience
equip you for ministry and
service to the body of
Christ.

FINANCIAL

PEACE UNIVERSITY
MAY 15 - JULY 24

Café, Wayne Bost
Take control of your money

with Financial Peace
University (FPU)! This nine-
lesson course uses biblical
wisdom and common
sense to help you tackle
budgeting, pay off debt,
and make your money work
for you! Must register on
line by 5/8 at
https:/fpu.com/1082017.

4th - 6th GRADE
CLASS, JUNE 5 - JULY
31, Room 308

Julie Hughes

Rising 4-6t" graders meet
in the 41 & 5™ grade room,

Y o 3645 CASHIERS ROAD - HIGHLANDS, NC 28741
828-526-4685 - www.cbchighlands.com

G-R-O-\A[

Getting Real on Wednesdays

WEDNESDAYS AT COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH
DINNER AVAILABLE @ 5 PM - CLASSES @ 5:45-7 PM

6-7 pm, to discuss and
answer some of their
biggest questions about
their faith through a study
of the Word. We'll use
Case for Christ for Kids by
Lee Strobel as a tool, along
with the Bible, to address
the existence, miracles,
ministry and resurrection
of Jesus.

GRIEFSHARE
JUNE 12 - SEPT 18,
Room 112, Mary
Blackburn, Bill + Sharon
Youngerman

A biblically-based grief

support group designed
for people who are
grieving the death of a
family member or friend.

MARRIAGE

JUNE 12, 19, 26, JULY 10,
Family Room

Thomas + Lisa Bates
Exploring love languages,
improved communication,
conflict resolution,
debunking marital myths

& more.

FOUNDATIONS
JULY 17 - AUGUST 14
Media Room

Various Elders
Geared toward the new

believer, this class will
provide insight and
instruction on how to best
begin your walk with
Christ. This will help you to
grow and mature in your
faith and to become an
effective member of your
church family.

* OBITUARY *®

Leota Myers Weston

Leota  Myers  Weston
passed away peacefully at the
Eckerd Living Center in High-
lands on May 2, 2019. She was
104 years old.

She was born near Winter-
set, Ohio, September 14, 1914.

She  graduated  from
Gnadenhutten High School
in 1932. Soon after gradua-
tion, she married James Nelson
Weston.

She lived in Ft. Myers, FL.
with her husband of 54 years.
After her husband died, she
moved to northeast Georgia to
be near her family. She had two
children; Ronald and Lynda.

She is survived by her son, Ron and wife Babs; daugh-
ter, Linda; one sister; eight grandchildren,11 great-grand-
children; and five great-great grandchildren.

She has been a faithful member of the Church of
Christ for 88 years.

Her celebration of life will be held at the Rabun County
Church of Christ on June 1, 2019 at 11 a.m. The church is
located at 876 Bethel Road, Tiger, GA, 30576.

In lieu of flowers, please send donations to the Eckerd
Living Center at H-C Hospital.

Now showing at The
Highlands Playhouse

Friday 5/17 - Thursday 5/23

Fri.& Sat. |,4,and 7 p.m.;
Sunday | and 4 p.m;
NO MOVIES MONDAY;
Tues.,Wed., & Thurs. |,4,7 p.m.

$10/ $2 off on Tuesdays. - ighlands
?_1 on luesdays ‘E:E | :,ﬂ:::,l‘,m:

..GRANT continued from page 1

munities. The information provided extraordinary insight
and specific examples of challenges and bartiers to health-
ful living and wellbeing throughout our surrounding com-
munities.

But the learning process has not ended. The Founda-
tion plans to continue these listening sessions in order to
deepen and broaden its knowledge throughout the six-
county region. Organizations are encouraged to submit
grant applications whether they have participated in a lis-
tening engagement to date. “Our committee members and
foundation directors plan to continue learning about health
and wellbeing conditions as well as creative, innovative solu-
tions for improving our communities,” said Stephanie Ed-
watds, Chair of the Programs and Grants Committee.

Using the basis of “Social Determinants of Health,”
the areas for funding initiatives have been determined by
evidence-based concepts. “Social Determinants of Health”
is the phrase used to define areas that have proven influ-
ence on people’ s physical health and mental wellbeing, The
five common domains include: 1) Health and Healthcare, 2)
Education, 3) Economic Stability, 4) Social and Community
Context, and 5) Neighborhood and Built Environment.

“What this means is that good health and wellbeing is
about more than health care and the absence of illness,” said
Dr. Clark. “When communities work together to improve
physical, mental, spiritual and social wellbeing, we all ben-
efit. We believe in investing in areas that offer constructive
solutions for healthful and productive lives.”

The following focus areas include initiatives for a
healthy, safe and thriving community, setting the stage for
happiness. The Foundation encourages proposals for proj-
ects and initiatives that keep our communities strong and
vibrant, particulatly programs that are involved in proactive
collaborative partnerships. Grant applications are welcome
from organizations working in these focus areas:

Access to Healthcare: Given our mountainous terrain
and population demographics, access to care plays a vital
role in supporting healthy and strong communities. We wel-
come proposals that involve emergency services and public
transportation, indigent care, behavioral health, physician
recruitment and retention.

Education Initiatives: The attainment of education
is one of the highest factors in predicting good health. We
welcome proposals to advance technologies for academic
enrichment, reduce K-12 absenteeism, improve student ac-
cess to health and counselor professionals; teacher develop-
ment and retention, eatly childhood learning, and literacy
improvement for all ages.

Community Vitality: There are numerus opportuni-
ties for manifesting healthful mountain living, We welcome
proposals for community initiatives to promote healthy, ac-
tive lifestyles, community health screenings, increase broad-
band access and support substance abuse prevention pro-
grams.

Economic Stability: Affordable housing initiatives
and food insecurity are among the most critical needs to be
addressed for a sustainable workforce.

For more information, interested applicants may attend
a grant workshop on May 22, at Cashiers/Glenville Recre-
ation Center, noon-2pm; or May 28, Hudson Library in
Highlands, 12:30-2:30pm; to RSVP, please contact.

For general information about Highlands Cashiers
Health Foundation and access to the online grant appli-
cation please visit our website at www.hchealthfnd.org or
email r.oakley@hchealthfnd.org — Submitted



* VWWoORrRD MATTER ®

Enough already ... again

Editor’s Note:

Much of this column was
inadvertently cut off last week.
Here it is in its entirety.

t really doesn’t matter
Iwhich side of the political

spectrum one occupies,
one thing is certain — don’t
believe anything anyone says
regarding the content of
the Mueller report unless
they’ve read it, annotated
it, and are carrying it with
them. There are many lies
being promulgated regarding what it says
and doesn’t say, about Russia’s interference
in the 2016 presidential election, collusion,
attempts at, as well as actual obstruction
of justice, and what may or may not have
been the role of anyone associated with
the Trump and/or Clinton campaigns. It’s
almost impossible to glean what is or is not
fact or truth. And, ’'m sorry, but fact and
truth are still important.

Every accusation or denial must be
viewed in the context of partisan politics.
This renders whatever did or did not happen
thoroughly obscured by smoke, mirrors, and,
pardon me, bovine feces.

There are three Mueller Investigation
books already available on Amazon.com
... for a price. There are also free PDF
downloads of the report from a variety of
news sources. I'd suggest NPR’s version.
They rely on federal funding regardless of
which party is in control of anything, making
them one of a few media organizations
committed to straight, down-the-middle
news coverage.

For those of us who would like to know
what the report says and what it means,
getting straightforward analysis is a difficult
and elusive proposition. Everyone has an
agenda, and veracity is in short supply.

Look, if [ haven’t been clear since we’ve
known one another, let me say this again; 'm
nota Democrat, a Republican, a Libertarian,
a Green, a Socialist or member of any other
recognized political party. I registered No
Party Affiliation (NPA) because I don’t think
any political party speaks for me or adds any
value to the American political process. All
of them ate covered with warts, weeds, moss
and mold as far as I’'m concerned.

That said, by the time all is said and
done, the Mueller investigation will have
cost we, the American people upwards of
$30 million. During the time petiod between
January 2017 when the president took
office, and the end of March 2019 when the
report was issued, precious little if anything

Bud Katz

got done in Washington. No
immigration or healthcare
reform. No infrastructure
investment. No Social Security
or Medicare reform. Nothing,

This follows the pattern
set back in the late 1990s,
during the second Clinton
term, with investigations
into Whitewater, Monica
Lewinski and Vince Foster.
Remember the (Kenneth)
Starr investigations? That little
exercise in partisan political
waste cost the American people over $70
million.

We elect people and send them to
Washington to do the people’s business. While
all this investigating is happening, and while
all kinds of politically motivated, partisan
bickering is going on, the people’s business is
definitely not getting done.

Maybe I have this wrong, but we all send
a sizable chunk of change to Washington
and I'm not seeing our children’s education
improve, our nation’s healthcare getting less
costly, our veterans getting the care they need
and have earned — I could go on, but you get
the gist.

I take issue with the Attorney General, a
political appointee, deciding, beyond legitimate
security and privacy concerns, what we, the
American people, can and can’t see in this or
any other government-funded report.

I take issue with politicians on both sides
telling we, the American people, that they
are going to do what they want to do, for
partisan political reasons, and the will of we,
the American people be damned.

I take issue with our elected “leaders”
wasting precious time and treasure on matters
I consider frankly irrelevant to the lives and
needs of most of we, the American people. It’s
time they stopped this nonsense and started
taking care of our nation.

I know this polemic started out with
thoughts about the Mueller report, but 99+%
of us won’t take the time to read it. We won’t
take the time to read the Attorney General’s
digested summary of the Special Prosecutor’s
findings. We won’t even read a newspapet’s or
magazine’s in-depth account of the affair. No,
99+% of us —who am I kidding — not nearly
that many, will rely on someone’s two-minute
version of things on some TV “news” report.
The rest of us are too busy watching The
Bachelor, or Entertainment Tonight.

Sorry, folks, but we have way many bigger
fish to fry and this partisan, political BS is
hogging the kitchen.
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BREAKFAST * LUNCH * DINNER * GRILL
WOOD-FIRED PIZZA * DELI * BAKERY

MOUNTAIN
FRESH
GROCERY

COOKING FOR HIGHLANDS
BREAKFAST

Daily until 11:00
Made-to-order with cage-free eggs, freshly-made Belgian waffles
and French toast, bacon, sausage, ham, biscuits, muffins and
croissants. Espresso bar featuring in-house roasted coffee and the
best Mimosas around!

LUNCH & DINNER

Grill - daily 11:00 until close
Freshly-ground Angus brisket burgers, hand-cut fries, specialty
salads and sandwiches, and while-they-last daily features. Daily
hot bars include Asian, Mexican, and more!
Wood-fired pizza oven - daily 11:00 until close
Authentic Neapolitan pizza made from scratch,
Fresh Grande cheese, basil, crushed tomatoes, homemade Italian
sausage and pancetta.
Gluten-free crust available!

SUNDAY SOUTHERN BRUNCH BAR

Every Sunday from 11:30- 3:30
Menu may include skillet fried chicken, country Angus steak,
skillet corn, biscuits & preserves, mashed potatoes, veggies,
cobbler, with soup & salad bar available.

WINE MARKET & CRAFT BEER

A comprehensive selection of wine with great prices and a
knowledgeable staff. Wine and craft beer by-the-glass and
cocktails available. Enjoy a drink while shopping!

BAKERY

Full-service scratch bakery with Artisan breads and pastries and
doughnuts, made fresh daily. Custom cakes to chocolate chip
cookies - something for everyone.

SPECIALTY CHEESES

Artisan and domestic cheeses, tapenades, olives, our
house-made crackers, and other specialty food items...

VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT

WWW.MFGRO.COM

STORE OPENS MONDAY - SATURDAY AT 7AM & SUNDAY AT 8AM
Corner of Fifth & Main, Highlands NC - 828.526.2400
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@Mﬂ@m@cﬁsdm
W’ 528-526-9581 A’

411 M. 4TH STREET, HIGHLANDS, NC 28741
OPEN YEAR ROUND TUESDAY-SATURDAY 9-5

Spring is Herel!!

Are your furry family members overdue for a nail tim? Good Mews!ll Posh
Paws Pol Spa ls currently offering half price MNail Trim Services. These are
walk-in services; no appointments necessary. Please bring current,
up-to-date rabies paperwork with you

Springtime Special
Half Price Nail Trim Service

Clip $5
Clip with Dremel $10

Wilbanks Smile Center

COMPLETE DENTAL CARE UNDER ONE ROOF
278 East Doyle St. » Toccoa, GA

706 886 9439 e 800-884-9439

You are only 50 miles away from 40 years experien in
top-notch, high-tech, one-stop dentistry known for its gentle touch.

¢ Dental Implants ¢ Root Canal Therapy
e SINGLE VISIT CROWNS!
e Orthodontics including Invisalign
* Wisdom Teeth Extractions
and of course ...
¢ Fillings and Cleanings
(IV Sedation, too)

www.WilbanksSmileCenter.com

—
WILBANKS SMILECENTER

Lo n—?:!r

..FIRE TAX continued from page 1

Across  departments, requests
ranged from vehicles to capital
items particulatly in the watet/
sewer departments.

330 Dillard
Road

Above
Highlands
Decorating
Center

828-526-4192
Taylor Barnes Spa

o Therapeutic Massage
o Age Defying Facials
o Euphoric Feet &
Reflexology
« Tuscan Wine Body
Polish
o Personal Training

Taylor Barnes Salon
« Color, Cuts,
» Make-up
e Up-Dos
o Hair Extensions
o Manicures
o Pedicures

Each year, paving tops the list
in the Street Department and each
year Public Works Director La-
mar Nix is asked to prioritize the
pavUing projects. sually a couple
are put on the back burner for the
next fiscal year.

However, this year, all four
suggested paving projects will
likely make the cut for a total ex-
penditure of $620,000.

“We continue to get com-
plaints about there being potholes
everywhere,” said Town Manager
Josh Ward. “32 tons of patch was
used over the last few months to
fill them, but it’s just not a perma-
nent fix. Patching and paving two
roads on the list [Satulah and 1.1
miles of Cullasaja Drive]| just isn’t
enough.”

Though originally two of the
roads, Oak Lane and Hickory Hill
Road were red-lined — meaning
they might not make the capital
needs list for FY 2019-20" — Ward
made it clear they need to be in-
cluded.

Another red-lined item -
Ground Penetrating Radar — in
the MIS/GIS Department, will
likely be included at a cost of
$30,000. Ward said this is a piece
of equipment the town can use
across departments, specifically
in the watet/sewer departments
where the radar will show a pic-
ture of existing lines throughout

town.

In the Electric Department,
two reconductor projects were
listed — one on a portion of US
64 east and one on a portion of
Horsecove Road. This involves
getting rid of copper lines —some-
thing the town has been doing due
to upkeep. At first the Horsecove
Road portion at a cost of $91,000
was red-lined but it may make the
cut after all. That’s two projects in
the Electric Department totaling
$238,000.

Before the deletions of red-
lined items, the total on the Capi-
tal Needs list is $3.23 million. If
the items red-lined are cut, then
the total would be $2.8 million.
But after last Thursday’s budget
meeting it looks like everything on
the list will be financed.

As far as fee increases go for
residents and businesses, since the
the water/sewer and sanitation
enterprise funds/departments ate
in the red, it looks like those rates
will each increase by a couple of
dollars per month. The final fig-
ure will be decided tonight at the
Town Board meeting at 7 in the
Community Building,

The biggest increase fee/tax-
wise may be the fire tax which has
been stable for several years. It is
currently the lowest in the county
at one cent per $100 property

o See FIRE TAX page 11

May is Skin Cancer

Awareness Month
All Sunblocks

to reduce your risks...

10% off during May

Ce

tter for Plastic Surgery
828-526-3783
209 Hospital Dr, Ste 202,

Highlands
www.PlasticSurgeryToday.com




..FIRE TAX continued from page 10

valuation. The assessed property valuation
for Highlands and Highlands Township is
currently $3,504,725,216.

Fire taxes across the county range
from 1 cent (Highlands) to 12 V2 cent per
$100 valuation.

Commissioners are proposing increas-
ing it to three cents per $100 valuation. The
fire department runs purely on proceeds
from the fire tax.

Though the department’s operating
budget for FY 2019-20" is only $435,000
proceeds from the proposed fire tax in-

..MAYOR continued
from page 2

standards. We are not going to make that
mistake.

The budget also contains a major
increase for the fire tax. As I have stated
previously, we have to build a new fire sta-
tion and move toward more full-time staff-
ing, On Tuesday, May 21, we will have an
open forum for residents to learn about
and ask questions concerning the new fire
department plans. The meeting will be at
the Highlands Recreation Department at
6 pm.

crease would be used to finance the new
fire department building whether on the
current site or on a new piece of property.
Obviously procurring property would in-
crease the cost of the project substantially.
Turns out the existing parcel isn’t big
enough for a new or renovated building
which needs to include residential units for

Hair ¢ Nails * Waxing
Tanning ¢ Facials
Massages
Eyelash Extensions

Owner/Stylist: Lacy Jane Villardo
Stylists: Heahter Escandon
Maggie Barden, Bri Field, Desiray Schmitt
and Cali Smolarsky
Nail Tech: Jenna Schmitt
Massage Therapist: Brenda Lopez

Upstairs and Across the Walkway at
“Falls on Main” Highlands
Open at 9a Tues.-Sat. * 828-526-3939
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more full-time firemen. Fire Chief Ryan
Gearhart said 24/7 fire protection would
lower insurance rates and eventually taxes.
In addition, where the department
would operate and store trucks and equip-

ment if the current building is razed or

renovated is a big question.
According to MC Emergency Services
Director Warren Cabe, the trucks need to
o See FIRE TAX page 19

Gar Butler

« Full Service Automobile Detailing

« Purveyor and Consignor of Luxury, Exotic
and Vintage Motorcars

- Financing Available

- We Pay Top Dollar for High Quality Vehicles

518 Dillard Road * Highlands, NC
828-526-1900 » www.thecarbutlernc.com

Bed & Bath
EVERYITHING FOR YOUR BED & BAITH

OPEN SUNDAYS STARTING MAY 197TH
2089 Dillard Road, Highlands | 2 miles from Main Street | 828-526-5577 | www.summerhousehighlands.com

W

UMMER HOUSE

Peacock Alley
Dash & Albert
Downtown. ................. Bedding
Pine Cone Hill ...............Bedding
Pigeon & Poodle. . .. ....Bath Accessories
Kassatex

CaroHome ..............
Antica Farmacista... ...... Bath &Body
Le Blanc

Barefoot Dreams ..... ..

e TOWeELS

Linen Wash
weeeen Pajamas
Bed & Bath

OPEN YEAR ROUND

MONDAY — SATURDAY
9AM - 5PM
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Hnghﬂam@ﬂ@h@@ﬂ Class of 2019

Abigail Olvera Alexandra Pokora
UNC Charlotte Valedictorian Salutatorian Gap Year
Jesus Damian Clemente Grace Crowe
UNC Charlotte wCuU

Maria Tapia Valerio Michael Zachary Perla Garcia Montano
SCC SCC SCC

Chase Sullivan Destin Gearhart Selwyn Chalker Freddi Garcia Lopez Hannah Holt
Tallehassee CC Catawba CC wcCuU SCC UNC Charlotte




John Collins
UNC Charlotte

Katie McCall
SCC

Rylee Rivers
AB Technical CC

Jake Billingsley
North GA Technical College

Kty Munoz
AB Technical CC

Samuel Hawkins
NC State University

Highlands Newspaper - Thurs., May 16,2019 - 828-200-1371 - Page 13

ool Class of 2019

William Shearl John Brooks Joshua Kennedy
Cape Fear CC Full Sail University Gap Year

Logan Houston Mattson Gates Nicholas Pokora
Montgomery CC UNC Charlotte Gap Year

Toby Barnes Tristan Castro Yeynor Vasquez Cerrato
SCC U of North GA SCC




2019 Upcoming Events
Y

_ at the
' Center for Life Enrichment

May Schedule

+ Should We Still Worry About Nuclear War?
Thursday, May 16 Time: 2-4 Cost: $25/$35
Presenter: Todd Sechser, UVA

« Bats in Your Backyard
Tuesday, May 28 Time: 10-12 Cost: $25/535
Presenter: Matina Kalcounis-Rueppell of WCU

« If at First (and again and again) You Don't
Succeed: Miguel de Cervantes and the
World of Don Quixote
Wednesday, May 29 Time: 10-12 Cost: $25/$35
Presenter: Santiago Garcia-Castanon of WCU

« Southern Appalachia and the Atomic Bomb
Thursday, May 30 Time: 10-12 Cost: $25/$35
Presenter: Kelley Dinkelmeyer

« From Curing Cancer to Covert Espionage:
How Nanotechnology is Changing the
World
Friday, May 31 Time: 10-12 Cost: $25/$35
Presenter: Channa DeSilva of WCU
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Ongoing

* Movies at the Playhouse — NEW SCHEDULE — Fri. & Sat.
I,4,and 7 p.m; Sunday | and 4 p.m; NO MOVIES MONDAY;
Tues., Wed., and Thurs. 1, 4, 7 p.m. Tickets are $10 / $2 off on
Tuesdays.

* The Bascom is open Friday - Monday 10am -5pm (Sun-
days 12pm - 5pm).The Bascom galleries and shops will be closed
Tuesdays - Thursdays. Admin offices and The Dave Drake Studio
Barn are open normal business hours. Visitors are welcome to
enjoy the newly updated Story Walk Trail throughout the week.

Monday - Saturday

* Mountain Findings Thrift Store on Spruce Street is open
from 10a to 4p.

* Fibber Magee’s Clothing Thrift Store on Laurel Street is
open Tues.-Friday |10a to 4p and on Saturday from [0a to 2p.

First Mondays

* Shortoff Baptist Church non-denominational Men’s Mtg
at 7p.

Mondays

¢ At the Rec Park, Dance2Fit classes with Tori Schmitt at
5:30pm.

Mon. & Thurs.

* The Joy Program at HUMC [1:30a to 1:30p. Includes a
free lunch and a variety of programs and games. All seniors are
welcome. For more info, call Tricia Smith at 828-338-8167.

Mon.-Wed.

* Hip Hop classes with Tori Schmitt 5:30-6:30.

Mon.,Wed., Fri.

2019 Trips with CLE
« American Safari: September 8-13
+ Spain/Portugal: September 15-27

For info call 526-8811 or visit www.clehighlands.com
and see trips under the “Travel with CLE" tab

Students Attend All $25 Lectures for FREE,
Walk-ins are Welcome!

AN /
HE CURIOUS MIND

| THE
[ KNOWSNOEOUNDS
508123A

Center for
Life Enrichment

www.clehighlands.com
828-526-8811
clehighlands@yahoo.com

Highlands Motoring
Festival is June 6-9

From Thursday, June 6 through Sunday, June 9 it’s the 12th
annual Highlands Motoring Festival. Thursday, June 6th is
the opening event — Monte Carlo Night at HFCC. From
6pm to 10pm. Food, beverage, and gaming. At the end of
the evening, items donated by local merchants will be auc-
tioned off. On Friday, June 7, the Festival’s “One Lap of the
Mountains” driving tour leaves Highlands in the morning
for a day of driving a curated route on special roads of
WNC.lIt’s sold out. On Friday evening it’s a Parade of Main
Street beginning at Kelsey Hutchinson Park at 5:30pm.A
procession of classic and modern exotic cars will leave
the Park at 6pm. Upon returning to the Park, there is a
Welcome Party at the High Dive until 8 p.m. The Festi-
val’s main event, “Cars in the Park” opens to the public
at [0am on Saturday, June 8, with more than 100 classic
cars on display. On Sunday, June 9th in Wright Square from
8am to |2pm there is an unjudged event. It is open to
the public and free of charge. For more information or
to volunteer visit the website: www.HighlandsMotoring-
Festival.com

* Heart Healthy Exercise Class Monday, Wednesday and
Friday 8:30am-9:30am.

* Step Aerobics with Tina Rogers 8-9a.

* Gentle Yoga at the Rec park at 9:15-10:30 a.m..All levels
welcome.

Mon.,Wed., Thurs.

* Pickle Ball at the Recreation Department Gym 10:30am
-Ipm

Tuesdays

* FREE Community Table Dinner at the Community Bldg.
at 6p.
* The Highlands Writers Group meets every Tuesday, 3pm
in the downstairs boardroom at the Bascom Center for the
Visual Arts. Writers at all levels of proficiency are welcome.
For additional information, contact Bud Katz, 828-526-3190 or
budandlynn@me.com.

* The Humanist Discussion Group meets from 10:30-
11:30 am in the Meeting Room at the back of the Hudson
Library.

2nd and 4th Tuesdays

* OccupyWNC meets at the 7pm in the Sneak E. Squirrel
Community Room (1314 Main St., Sylva.Visit www.occupywnc.
org or call 828.331.1524

Third Tuesday

* The Macon County Poultry club meets to discuss top-
ics related to raising backyard chickens. For more information
please call 828-349-2046 or 828-369-3916.

* Highlands Area Indivisible Group meets at 5 pm in the
Meeting Room at the back of the Hudson Library.

Tuesday and Thursdays

¢ At the Rec Park, Dance2Fit with Tori Schmitt at 7:30am.

* Exercise Class with Michelle Lane at 5:30.A combination
class with many different styles of exercise at Rec Park.

Wednesdays

* At Community Bible Church, 5-5:30p - Dinner — Free
(Donations Appreciated) 5:45-7p - G.R.O.W. Get Real on
Wednesdays — Classes offered on money management, addic-
tion, discovering your spiritual gifts and personality type, study-
ing the bible, evangelism, parenting, marriage, grief, and more.All
are welcome! Visit www.cbchighlands.com for class schedule.

* Power Flow Yoga with Nalicia Allio a certified Yoga In-

HCP ‘'Calendar Girls’ opens
PAC May 23
¢

A few of the ten Calendar Girls who will be performing in
the Highlands Cashiers Players production of the play of
the same name. From left: Kaye McCann, Barbara Werder,
Jamie Thomas, Lindley McLain, Robin Phillips, Pam Sharpe.
The play opens on Thursday, May 23, to run Thursdays,
Fridays, Saturdays, and Sundays through June 2 at High-
lands Performing Arts Center, 507 Chestnut Street. Call
the HCP box office for tickets, 526-8084 or on line at
highlandscashiersplays.org.




structor |2-1pm and 6:30-7:30pm.

First Wednesdays

* Family Movies at the Hudson Library
at 3:30pm. Call 828-526-3031 for titles.

3rd Wednesdays

* Recently released movies at Hudson
Library at 2pm. Call 828-526-3031 for titles.

Wed. & Fri.

* Duplicate Bridge 12-4pm at Rec Park.

Thursdays

* Beginning June 6 through July 18, The
Church of the Incarnation announces that
a Grief Support Group will be offered on
Thursdays, from 4 — 5:30, beginning June 6
through July 18.The group will not meet on
July 4th.The purpose of the group is to offer
support for those suffering from life transi-
tions, such as terminal illness, death of family
or close friend, miscarriage, and relationship
or job loss.

* Storytime at Hudson Library, 10:40 am.

Open to the public

* Kids Zone at Hudson Library, 3:30- 5
pm.A different STEAM Program each week.

* NAMI Support Group for individu-
als dealing with mental illness and the fam-
ily members of individuals dealing with these
challenges from 7 — 8:15pm at First United
Methodist Church Out Reach Center on
West Main Street in Franklin Call Donita for
more info (828) 526-9510.

* Hip Hop classes with Tori Schmitt at
6:30-7:30 at the Rec Park.

2nd Thursdays

» Sapphire Valley Needlepoint Guild
meets at the Highlands Rec Park at 10 a.m.

3rd Thursdays

* Kidney Smart Classes in Franklin: from
4:30-6pm, Angel Medical Center,Video Con-

ference Room, 3rd Floor, 120 Riverview St.

Contact Majestic 828-369-9474

Fourth Thursday

» At the Hudson Library, Kids Zone
LEGO Club. Intended primarily for kids in
grades |-5, LEGO Club allows creativity and
STEM skills to develop together as kids enjoy
making LEGO creations.

First Fridays

* The Bascom at Sotheby’s series fea-
tures different artists each month with a
reception the first Friday of every month at
Highlands Sotheby’s International Realty from
4-5:30p at the corner of Main Street and
Highway 64 across from The OIld Edwards
Inn. The public is invited to come meet the
artist, view the exhibit and have some wine.

* At the Rec Park Pool. Movie Float-in
Night - all ages First Friday night of every
month. Pool opens at 6:30p and movie starts
at 7 p.m. Call for movie title and prices. For
any other information call 828-526-1595.

Fourth Friday

* Community Coffee with Mayor Pat
Taylor at the Hudson Library in the Meeting
Room from | la until noon.

Friday - Monday

* At the Bascom, 10am - 5pm (Sundays
12pm - 5pm): Free Admission to exhibition
spaces and SmArt Space for children. For
more information call 828-526-4949.

Saturdays

* At The Bascom, Pottery Sale in the barn
from 10a to 5p.

* The Bascom Khnitters on the Terrace at
The Bascom from 10 am until noon or down-
stairs in The Bascom Library room.

Sundays

* Live Music in OEl's Hummingbird
Lounge 8 p.m. to close with Paul Jones.

* Nantahala Hiking Club members and
others celebrate Easter on the trail by bringing
hard boiled eggs, fruit and goodies to hand out
to the hikers on the Appalachian Trail. Meet at
the Nantahala Clubhouse to pack the items
before taking them out on the trail.

Fri.,May 17

* Want some great music by some of
the best musicians in this part of the country.
Come see the Ram Cats at Lltaliana restau-
rant! Highlands Road in Franklin.You’ll hear a
killer harmonica, drums, and voices. You can
even dance! 7-10 p.m.

Sat.,May 18

* The Highlands Plateau Greenway
monthly work day on the Greenway Trail from
9a to noon, Saturday. If you are interested in
participating, please email highlandsgreen-
way@nctv.com or leave a message at 828-
482-2346.We'll meet at the large upper park-
ing lot behind the Recreation Center at 9 a.m.
for a brief orientation session, and you will be
furnished with the necessary tools and safety
equipment.

¢ A Live Auction benefit will be hosted
for Gage Sherrod and his parents, Jennifer and
Ronnie Sherrod on Saturday, at Mountain View
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Intermediate at 161 Clark’s Chapel Road in
Franklin from 4-8p. Gage is 2 years old and is
currently suffering from complete kidney fail-
ure. Benefit proceeds will go toward medical
bills, travel and lodging, and time off work for
his parents. Live auction, hot dog dinner, raffle
prizes for gas cards and a rifle, a cake walk, live
music, and plenty of activities for the kids.

* Put your dancing shoes on — and
come to Lltaliana restaurant Highlands Road
in Franklin to hear the Remnants for great
songs, great guitar playing, and out of sight
drums! 7-10 p.m.

Sun.,May 19

* Fiber Sunday at Cowee Textiles from
2-5p.m. in room 104 at The Cowee School
Art & Heritage Center located at 5| Cowee
School Dr. Franklin N.C. 28734. Bring a tex-
tile project you are working on from spinning,
knitting, weaving, rug hooking, baskets etc.
Questions? Call 828-349-3878

* At First Presbyterian Church, Asheville
Symphony Chamber Concert at 4 p.m. Free.

Tues., May 21

* Public Forum meeting at Civic Center
in Arts & Crafts Room, N. 4th Street.at 6 p.m.,,
to hear about the proposed fire tax increase.

Thurs-Sun, May 23-26

* HCP presents “Calendar Girls” at High-
lands Performing Arts Center. Thursday, Friday,
and Saturday evenings at 7:30 and Sunday mati-
nees at 2:30.Tickets will be available Thursday,
May 23. Box office is 828-526-8084, website
highlandscashiersplayers.org.

Fri., May 24

* Operation Medicine Drop at the Craw-
ford Senior Center Friday, from 8am — noon at
108 Wayah Street. Drop off outdated or un-
used prescription/over-the-counter medicine
for proper disposal.

T _ ~ LOW COUNTRY SHRIMP BOIL

o benelit

Kelsey-Hutchinson Founders Park
SAVE THE DATE

SATURDAY, JUNE 15, 2019
5 - 8 O’CLOCK (Dinner at 6pm)
Rain or Shine, Tented Event
Omn the Plazm, Oak & Pine Streets, Highlands, NC
560 Ticket includes tasty Low Country Boil Dinner, Dessert & 2 Drink Tickets
Tickets available at www. foundersparkhighlands.org or
The Dry Sink on Main 5t.

Enjoy live music from Andalyn Lewis Band

Hosted by Friends of Founders Park, a 301 (€] 3 organization, waw. foundersparkhighlands org

Rachel B Kelley,
ARNP, PMHNP-BC
Nationally Board Certified

Now Accepting New Patients
Please Call 828-526-3241 to
Schedule Your Appointment

“l am available to take care of
your mental health needs and
prescription medications.”

Psychiatric Mental Health
and Positive Wellness and
Medication Management

Diagnosing and Treating
the Following:
* Depression
* Anxiety Disorders
* Bipolar Disorders
* Mood Disorders
* Eating Discorders
* Grief & Loss
¢ Personality Disorders
*OCD
* Social Phobia
* ADHD/ADD
* Recovery Support
* Insomnia

Rachelbkelleyllc@gmail.com
828-526-3241

209 N. 4th Street
(Corner of N. 4th and Oak streets upstairs
across from Town Hall. Enter from the rear.)
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_:'- Andrea s one of the top 25
Real Estate Brokers in 2018.

Highlands Sotheby's International

Realty s the top selling firmin

Highlands since 2013 as per
HCMLS Navica.

Club living at its best. Lock and leave. Near clubhouse and an incredible
long distance view. Completely updated. Move in ready. 4 BED. $350,000

Andrea Gabbard
¢ 828.200.6742 0 828.526.8300
andrea.gabbard@sothbysrealty.com

Sotheby’s

INTERNATIONAL REALTY

Highlands

3D Design

\ Prototypes
+~FDA Clearance

. Production

Imprwe The btandard Of Gare
(Generate Passive Income.

LEFT BANK une12
PARIS 1920

f C(hampagne Dinner

with Laurent-Perrier

Giveaway for Two FREE Tickets

Madisons

RESTAURANT AND WINE GARDEN

Enjoy dinner at Madison’s Restaurant
now through May 28 for your chance to
enter the drawing!

Call 828.787.2525 for Madison’s reservations.

OldEdwardsinn.com/ChampagneDinner
To purchase tickets call 828.787.2635 or 828.787.2916

If you are holding purchased tickets and win the drawing, you will be reimbursed
for your tickets. Must be 21 years of age or older to win.

* INVESTING AT A 118 ET. °

When is it time to sell?

was recently asked when
Iis it time to sell a second

home? Not in the context
of when is the best time to
list a house, but at what point
does a seller decide it is time
to let go of a second home.
This is a difficult question to
answer, as every case has dif-
ferent circumstances. It did
remind me of some of the
unusual comments that I have
heard regarding family homes
and the challenges they can
bring.

Many times parents will
buy a second home while they have young
children. Memories are made growing up
as weeckends, summers and holidays oc-
cur at this special location. As the children
mature, marry and start their family, they
often continue the tradition. There are
even times that it continues into third gen-
erations. In some cases there may be two,
three or more families sharing the use of
the family get-away. I have heard of some
siblings dominating the use of the prop-
erty; others that refuse to participate in
the upkeep (even to the point of chang-
ing a light bulbl). Some family members
are not located where they are able to use
a property and would prefer to have their
share in cash. Or a buyout is arranged with
promises by one sibling that are not kept.
Besides financial impact, these can create
family relationship issues that survive well
beyond ownership of a property.

I also know of successful circum-
stances where the property ownership is
set up propetly, specifically outlining how
use, maintenance, expenses and eventual
sale or transfer of ownership is to occur.

If someone is considering keeping a
property in the family, there are many items
to consider. There are conversations that
should occur within the family first, and
then involve the appropriate legal and fi-
nancial advice from professionals.

There are other circumstances that oc-
cur that may prompt the sale of a second
home including: moving up or down in
size; wanting a different type of property;
financial needs; relocation of a primary res-
idence; or unfortunate circumstances like
divorce, health changes or death. In these
times a real estate professional can help
work through a plan, taking into consider-
ation the specific property, financial needs

Carl Romberg
Landmark Realty Group
678-936-9309

and time frame. No doubt, it
can be a difficult and emo-
tional decision to make.

That brings us back to
when is it time to list? On
the plateau there are obvi-
ously more buyers looking
between May and October.
Most buyers are looking on
line, well before looking in
person. Any serious buyer is
ready to move when the right
property for them is on the
market at the right price.

During the off season,
there are not as many prop-
erties on the market, which limits the op-
tions for buyers at that time and may make
a property stand out. Some sellers may
decide to wait for a “seller’s market” to
list. There are times that can be beneficial
to sellers, but in a second-home market a
true “seller’s market” is hard to come by as
compared to an urban market.

In summary, individual circumstances
will let you know when it is time to sell.
With the proper advice in preparing a
property to sell, the proper pricing and
marketing, any time is a good time to list.

» Carl Romberg is a full-time Highlands
resident and the Broker in Charge of Landmark
Realty Group’s Highlands Office located at 225
Main Street. Feel free to stop by and visit with
him, or reach bim at 678-936-9309 or carl@
LandmarkRG.com

sV hole
o Life
Mal ket

Matural Prosducts Store

A,

Carrying a wide variety of
natural products for your
Mind, Body & Home.
Open Mon.-Sat. 9a to 5:30p

NECTAR( )

Organic Fresh Juices & Smoothies
and Salads “On the Go!”
Open Mon.-Sat. 9a to 5p

526-5999
Located at 680 N. 4th. St., Highlands]
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The Maglc of B|IIy Joel

m a Billy Joel fan, and I
Isaw him long ago with

Elton John at the Omni
in Atlanta. I got reacquainted
with his music when I listened
to the Billy Joel station on
SirtusXM on a January trip to
the mountains—both up and [
back.

If youre not a fan, you
may be wondering how I did
that without getting bored.
Bored? Not hardly; instead I
was fascinated with the inter-
views where he explained how
he came to write many of his songs and
what they meant.

First, I was intrigued by the story be-
hind his 1989 hit “We didn’t start the fire.”
A friend of Sean Lennon’s was in Joel’s
studio and commented that it was an aw-
ful time to be 21, to which Joel replied that
he remembered it had been rough for him
too what with Vietnam and civil rights and
more in 1970. The reply was something
like “Yea, but you grew up in the ’50s and
everyone knows nothing happened in the
50s.”

Joel was flabbergasted and sat down
and wrote a laundry list of chronological
headlines for what would become a hit
song. A bookworm and history buff who
once wanted to be a history teacher, he
crafted lyrics that formed a 40-year histo-
ry lesson, 1949 — 1989, including cultural
touchpoints and significant events.

As a Beatles fan, I enjoyed hearing
that it was seeing the Beatles on Ed Sulli-
van that convinced Joel to pursue a musical
career. He felt the Fab Four came across
as smalltown guys like him as opposed to
Hollywood stars. Over almost eight hours
of listening, I heard several of Joel’s Madi-
son Square Garden concerts where Paul
McCartney joined him onstage.

“River of Dreams,” released in ’93,
was his final rock album. It’s also the only
one of his albums that I have on CD, and
I have at times played it repeatedly. That
could be why I like so many of the songs
it holds: “Lullabye,” “Shades of Grey,”
and “Famous Last Words,” in addition to
the title track. Lullabye is just what the title
indicates, a lullaby to his daughter Alexa
Ray. He later wrote a children’s book titled
“Goodnight, My Angel” based on words
in the song.

I always thought “Shades of Grey”
was a wise song, a song about being ma-
ture enough to realize that not everything
is black and white: “Now with the wis-

Kathy Manos Penn

dom of years, I try to reason
| things out; And the only people
| I fear are those who never have
Bl doubts.” Listening to the song
again as I wrote this column
made me think we could do
with a few more folks these days
who see shades of grey.

Finally, it was hearing Billy
Joel describe “Famous Last
Words” that made me realize
the song was prophetic. The
way he tells it, he didn’t under-
stand that he meant it when he
wrote:

And these are the last words I have to say

1t5 always hard to say goodbye

But now it’s time to put this book away

Ain’t that the story of my life

Can it really have been over 25 years
since his last rock album? I'm struck by
how relevant his songs still seem, and I've
had a sudden urge to see him in concert.
He’s doing a stadium tout this year but not
coming anywhere near the Southeast, so
I’ve been trying to find someone to go with
me to NYC to see him at Madison Square
Garden. Sadly, I've had no takers.

* Kathy is a Georgia resident. Find her
books “The Ink Penn: Celebrating the Magic
in the Everyday” and “Lord Banjo the Royal
Pooch” at Books Unlimited in Franklin and on
Amazon. “Lord Banjo the Royal Pooch” is also
available at Highlands Mountain Paws. Contact
ber at inkpenn1 19@gmail.com, and follow her on
Facebook,  wwm.facebook.com/ KathyManosPen-
nAuthor/.

COREY JAMES GALLERY

& Estate Consignments
Open Everyday!

(828) 526-4818
On the corner of 3rd & Spring
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Clearance

SALIEL
1/2 the store is

4090 off through May!

c - 6
468 Carolina Way, Highlands

(Between N. 4th & N. 5th)
828-526-3909

Advertising in Highlands Newspaper and online at
www.highlandsinfo.com WORKS.
For information, call 828-200-1371 or email:
highlandseditor@aol.com

$1,000!

For Joining Old Edwards!

Dishwashers | Housekeepers
Laundry Team
Golf Grounds People at Old Edwards Club

$500 after 30 LLin | $500 December 1

Call 787-2697 NOW
Or Apply Online at OldEdwardsInn.com/Careers
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‘Land of the
Free, Home of
the Brave’' ...

Really?

Rev. Jim Murphy
Christ Anglican Church,
Cashiers

Brooks is a supporting character in the movie, The

Shawshank Redemption, played by the late James

Witmore. Shawshank is a fictional (Stephen King)
story that unfolds, for the most part, in a prison. In the story
Brooks has a bona fide problem. He is due for parole and he
is seriously anxious. He is afraid of what awaits him beyond
the familiar walls which have defined his life for decades.
No one pays attention to his fears. The day comes for his
release whereupon he leaves the prison, checks into a hotel
and proceeds to commit suicide.

Brook’s story is an oxymoronic tragedy. For us, he rep-
resents someone who yearns to be free but can only find a
pseudo-freedom in confinement or addiction. Brooks is not
alone. There are tens of millions of individuals who face
similar problems—people who embrace the idea of free-
dom but who choose to or would rather live confined be-
hind some sort of bars.

Consider, if your will, those who rely on drugs, legal
and illegal. Given the option, many prefer to stay under the
bondage of chemicals. Then too there are untold numbers
of folks, who imprtison themselves in so-called “safe spac-
es.” They confine themselves in an illusory cocoon. There
are many others to consider—the poor, the broken, those in
bondage to sexual aberrancy, those addicted to an ideology,
lust, entitlements, all the oppressed and the sin sick. Many,
under the oppression of each of these, resist freedom and
release when offered the opportunity to get out of jail. They
become pawns of the progressive age wherein progress is a
chaotic, regressive mess.

And we fancy ourselves as the “Land of the Free and
the Home of the Brave?” How curious is that when many
of us place ourselves in bondage. Alas, it does not have to be
that way. We don’t have to resort to Brooks’ solution or liv-
ing the lie. Real healing, true release and freedom are prom-
ised to all who are “in Christ.” In large part, Jesus’ mission
as the anointed One was to preach the good news, to heal
the broken and the sick, to set free the captives and those
who are oppressed. (Cf. Luke 4:18-21) In other words, God
wants us to be set free from our self-limiting prisons.

When the Lord of creation was talking about Truth, he
said in part, “Therefore if the Son makes you free, you shall
be free indeed.” (John 8:36) Jesus was referencing the lies of
the evil one, the “fake news” that keeps people in prison,
as opposed to the Truth of God’s freeing love. The apostle
Paul talked in the same vein when he wrote about walking
in Jesus’ Spirit, “For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ
Jesus has made me (us) free from the law of sin and death.”

e See SPIRITUALLY SPEAKING page 19

Proverbs 3:5

e Pl aceEs 1o WORSHIP ®

John 3:16

BLUEVALLEY BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Oliver Rice, Pastor (706) 782-3965
Sundays: School:10 a.m.,Worship:| |
Sunday night services every 2nd & 4th Sunday at 7
Wednesdays: Mid-week prayer meeting:7 p.m.
BUCK CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH
828-269-3546 * Rev. Jamie Passmore, Pastor
Sundays: School:10 a.m.;Worship:1 |
CHAPEL OF THE SKY
Sky Valley, GA « 706-746-2999
Sundays: 10 a.m.:Worship
Holy Communion |st & 3rd Sundays
CHRIST ANGLICAN CHURCH
Rector: Jim Murphy, 252-671-401 |
464 US Hwy 64 east, Cashiers
8:30a Early Service; 9:30a Sunday School; 10:30a Worship
Service; Mon. 6p Bible Study & Supper in homes
CHRIST CHURCH OF THE VALLEY, CASHIERS
Pastor Brent Metcalf « 743-5470
Sun.10:45am, S.S 9:30am.VVed. 6pm supper and teaching.
Tues. Guys study 8am, Gals |0am.
CLEAR CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Jim Kinard
Sundays: School: 10 a.m.;Worship:I la.m.

I'st & 3rd Sunday night Service: 7.p.m.
Wednesdays —Supper at 6 p.m.
COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH
www.cbchighlands.com ¢ 526-4685
3645 Cashiers Rd, Highlands, NC ¢ Sr. Pastor Gary Hewins
Sun.: 9:30am: Sunday School | 0:30am: Middle & High School;
10:45am: Child. Program, | 0: 45am:Worship Service
Wed.: 5pm Dinner ($7 adult, $2 child), 6pm CBC U.
EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF THE INCARNATION
Rev.W. Bentley Manning ¢ 526-2968
Monday-Friday: Morning Prayer at 8:15a. Sundays: 8 am
Holy Eucharist Rite |;9 am Sunday School; 10:30 am Holy
Eucharist Rite II. Childcare available at 10:30
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH HIGHLANDS
828-526-4153 » www.fbchighlands.org
Dr. Mark Ford, Pastor
220 Main Street, Highlands
Sun.:Worship 10:45 am; Sun.: Bible Study 9:30 am
Wed.: Men’s Bible Study 8:30 am; Prayer Mtg 6:15 pm;
Choir 5p
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Curtis Fussell & Emily Wilmarth, pastors
526-3175  fpchighlands.org
Sun.:Adult Ed.: 9:30a.m.;Worship || a.m.
Mondays: Men’s Prayer Group & Breakfast 8 a.m.
Wed.:Choir:6p
GOLDMINE BAPTIST CHURCH
(Off Franklin/Highlands Rd)

Sunday School:10 am,Worship Service:l | am
GRACE COMMUNITY CHURCH OF CASHIERS
Non-Denominational-Contemporary Worship
242 Hwy 107N, 1/4 miles from Crossroads in Cashiers
www.gracecashiers.com ¢ Pastor Steve Doerter: 743-9814
Services: Sundays 10am - Wed. - 7pm; Dinner - Wed. 6pm
HAMBURG BAPTIST CHURCH
Hwy 107N. ¢ Glenville, NC » 743-2729
Pr. Nathan Johnson
Sunday: School 9:45a,Worship | la & 7p, Bible Study 6p
Wed. Kidsquest 6p.;Worship 7p.

HIGHLANDS ASSEMBLY OF GOD
Randy Reed, Pastor828-421-9172 « 165 S. Sixth Street
Sundays:Worship:1 |
HIGHLANDS CENTRAL BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Dan Robinson
670 N. 4th Street (next to the Highlands Civic Center)
Sun.: Bible Study 10a; Morning Worship 10:45a., Evening
Worship, 6p.Wednesday: Prayer Service, 6:30 p.
HIGHLANDS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Pastor Randy Lucas 526-3376
Sun: School 9:45a.;Worship 9:09,10:50.;Youth 5:30 p.
Wed: Supper: 5:15; youth, & adults activities: 6; Handbell
rehearsal, 6:15; Choir Rehearsal 7. (nursery provided ); 7pm
Intercessory Prayer Ministry
HOLY FAMILY LUTHERAN CHURCH: ELCA
Chaplain Margaret Howell * 2152 Dillard Road * 526-9741
LutheranChurchoftheHolyFamily.yolasite.com
Sun: School and Adult discussion group 9:30 a.m;
Worship/Communion:[0:30
HEALING SERVICE on the 5th Sunday of the month.
MACEDONIA BAPTIST CHURCH
8 miles south of Highlands on N.C.28 S in Satolah
Pastor Zane Talley
Sundays: School:10 a.m.;Worship:1 I, Choir:6 p.m.
Wed: Bible Study and Youth Mtg.:7 p.m.
MOUNTAIN SYNAGOGUE
at St. Cyprian’s Episcopal Church, Franklin « 828-524-9463
MOUNTAIN BIBLE CHURCH
743-2583 « Independent Bible Church
Sun:10:30 a.m. at Big Ridge Baptist Church,

4224 Big Ridge Road (4.5 miles from NC 107)
Weds: Bible Study 6:30 p.m.;Youth Group 6 p.m.
OUR LADY OF THE MOUNTAINS
CATHOLIC CHURCH
Rev. Father Casmir — 526-2418
Mass: Sun: || a.m,; Sat. at 4p
SCALY MOUNTAIN BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Marty Kilby
Sundays: School —10 a.m.;Worship —I | am. & 7
Wednesdays: Prayer Mtg.:7 p.m.

SCALY MOUNTAIN CHURCH OF GOD
290 Buck Knob Road; Pastor Donald G. Bates * 526-3212
Sun.: School:10 a.m.;Worship:10:45 a.m.;Worship: 6 p.m.
SHORTOFF BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Rev.Andy Cloer
Sundays: School: 10 a.m.;Worship:1 | a.m.
Wednesdays: Prayer & Bible Study:6 p.m.
COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH OF SKY VALLEY
706.746.3144+ 696 Sky Valley VWay #447, Pastor Gary Hewins
Worship: Sun. 9 a.m., with Holy Communion the |st & 3rd
Sun.;Tues: Community Supper 5:30 followed by Bible Study.
THE CHURCH OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD
1448 Highway 107 South, Office: 743-2359 * Rev. Rob Wood
June-Sept: Sunday Services: Rite |, 83, Rite II,9:15 & I la
Nursery available for Rite Il services
Sept 6-Oct 25-Informal Evening Eucharist-5:30 p.m.
Thursday: Noon Healing Service with Eucharist.
UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST FELLOWSHIP
85 Sierra Drive, Franklin * uufranklin.org
Sunday Worship - || am.

WHITESIDE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Rev. Sam Forrester/Cashiers
Sunday School:10 am,Worship Service:l | am




... TAX HIKE continued from page 1

services and infrastructure in Ma-
con County and acknowledged
that to be able to do so, additional
funding would be needed.

“Projected expenditures have
increased by $1,805,016 or 3.5%
over the FY 18-19” original bud-
get,” said Roland. “At this level of
expenditures, we will continue to
deliver high quality public services
to Macon County residents and
visitors. In FY ‘19-20°, our prior
yeat’s commitment to enhance ed-
ucation funding will be solidified,
upgrades to our infrastructure
will be completed and additional
personnel and equipment will be
added to help meet the growing
service demands within the Pub-
lic Safety and Health and Human
Services budget functions.”

For the last 10 years, the
county’s annual budget expendi-
tures have increased on average
by about $1 million a year. While
the expenditures have increased,
county leadership has consistently

..FIRE TAX from
page 11

be stored in climate-controlled
units. Staff said they can’t find
any climate-controlled units big
enough for fire trucks.

So, now there is talk of ac-
quiring a piece of property and
constructing a new fire depart-
ment building. In that case, the
old one will be used until the new
building is ready.

A 3-cent per $100 valuation
fire tax would net the department
$1,080,389 per year which would
give it enough money to acquire
property, build the building and
pay down the estimated $4 mil-
lion loan.

The 2018-19 1-cent per
$100/valuation netted the dept.
$414,000

BB&T has offered a 15-year
loan. At 4% ,payments would be
$360,000 a year.

An explanation for the pro-
posed fire tax increase will be
discussed at a public forum May
21, at 6 p.m., at the Civic Center
in the Arts & Crafts Room, 600
North 4th Street, Highlands.
Plans for the new building will
also be displayed.

— Kim Lewicki

maintained a revenue-neutral tax
rate, as required by law. A revenue-
neutral tax rate might see a slight
incline in the county’s tax rate
however, the increase is only to be
able to produce enough revenue to
maintain the prior yeat’s budget.

However, at the direction of
commissioners, for the first time
during his tenure as county man-
ager, Roland proposed a tax rate
increase beyond revenue-neutral to
meet the requests of commission-
ers and needs of the county.

The current tax rate for Ma-
con County sits at .003532, (35.32
cents/$100) one of the lowest
rates in the state. A revenue-neutral
tax rate would come in at .003561
(35.61 cent/$100) for 2019-2020.

However, because the trev-
enue-neutral tax rate would only
generate $400,000 in new funds
for county projects, the needs were
too high to maintain that tax rate.
Roland’s budget proposes increas-
ing the county ad valorem tax rate
to .003694 — (36.94 cents/$100) a
1.59 cents increase.

“This increase will generate
approximately $1,050,000 in re-
curring revenue. This amount is
needed to cover increased funding
for operations ($500,000) technol-

ogy ($300,000), and annual capital
outlay ($250,000) in the school sys-
tem’ budget, as approved by the
Board of Commissioners in FY
18-19.

The bulk of the increased
revenue will go directly to fund
recurring needs within Macon
County Schools, something both
the school system and the public
have championed for in recent
years.

Rather than being funded as
a recurring need, previously ap-
propriations for the school sys-
tem came from the fund balance
or from the county’s consolidated
capital projects fund.

As in all businesses and gov-
ernments, a large majority of the
county’s overall operating bud-
get is for personnel costs. In Ro-
land’s proposed budget, increases
in health insurance premiums ac-
counted for a significant portion
of the budget.

After personnel expenses,
the county’s budget included new
positions in public safety, new ve-
hicles for several county depart-
ments, and capital expenditures
addressing aging facilities. The
two departments accounting for
the bulk of the budget are public
safety and the school system.

“SAVE THE BEES!"

T el

Saturday, May 25 - 9-Noon
Highlands Baseball Field

Raindate — Sunday May 26

The MOUNTAIN

presents the 37" Annual

PLANT SALE

GARDEN CLUB

Great plants!
Super shovels!

Only 1 Day!

. Casﬁ or Cﬁeck Only
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..SPIRITUALLY
SPEAKING

continued from
page 18

(Romans 8:2) Paul enjoyed the
complete freedom from condem-
nation that the Lord gave him.

Later, Paul would reconfirm
the ministry of Jesus. It is “for
freedom Christ has set us free;
stand firm therefore, and do not
submit again to a yoke of slav-
ery” (Galatians 5:1) God wants
us to be defined by the freedom
we have in him, not by being in-
dentured servants to something
that has 2 hold on us. If we are
to live as a nation that proclaims
ourselves to be “the land of the
free and the home of the brave,”
then we should to take the “Get
Out of Jail Free” card that Jesus
offers us.

TheDrySiak Main Sreet Hightands, NC

PRODUCED BY

Highlands C ashiers
FLAYERKS

Written by Tim ¢ irth

Thursday—Sunday, May 23-26 «

Evenings at /:30, Sunday Ma

Tickets:

pire

- May 30— June 2
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Larry Houston
Rock Work

WaIIs o Fireplaces e Patios e Piers
All Rock Work e Stucco

(828) 526-4138 or (828) 200-3551

e Certified * Softwash process
e Eradicate infestations

Hometown Cedar Roof Cleaning

JUST TALK TO ME

| am 73. | am Pain-Free. Are You?

CBD [¥ M HEALS

VIVA WELLNESS

526-1566

FAR INFRARED
AUNAQCAPSULE

HXLQMASSAGE
PA w" AP

WHOLE BODY
VIBRATION

5 Cottage Row ¢ U.S. 64 East

Before

® Rehydrate shakes ¢ Extend roof life
FREE ESTIMATE
Call or email for a FREE Eagleview
&% report of your roof including pictures
and measurements.

william@hometownroofcleaning.biz

DOUGLAS TANK

GENERAL CONTRACTOR

New Home Construction*RemodelingsLicensed & Insured

Serving Highlands since 1983
Referrals available.
828-526-9450
drtank43@hotmail.com
PO Box 2014 « Highlands, NC 28741

Busin rd A
$17 per week BW
$22 per week Color
lassified Ads:
$6 for 10 words

20 cents each additional word
$2 for color highlight; $5 for graphic

Loma Linda
) %0

» Farm &*

Dog Boarding * Day Care
Pastoral Park
in Home and Leash Free
Lodging in the lap of luxury |
(828) 421-7922
Highlands NC
lomalindafarm@gmail.com
www.lomalindafarm.com

NC License #10978

STEVE CONNOR
DRAFTING, INC.

Renovations
Additions

Kitchen remodel
Bath remodel
Electrical layout
Whole house plans

Steve Connor

828-342-2884
SCDraftingl@gmail.com

CAD Architectural Drafting + Design

TREE SERVICE
& Outdoor Lighting
Installation

B28-482-0801

mage Clean Up
24-hour service
Serving Highlands and Cashiers

“/Painting

Fully Insured ¢ 706-982-0864

e Interior
 Exterior
o Pressure Washing
e Drywall Repair
« Window Cleaning
o Gutter Cleaning
e Deck Repair

riospainting0864@gmail.com
Find us on FaceBook
Owner Elias Rios

billbarber22@gmail.com
billbarberhomes.com

(828)
226-9696

Ideal for DIYers: Bringin a
“Designer for a Day”
Save Money & Time & Avoid Mistakes

e
—
S

%III\IIMI"
Dornbush

design studio

828-526-0031 ¢ barb@dornbushdesign.com

www.dornbushdesign.com

5 new log cabins
estled in the hemlocks

of Whiteside
Mountain.

800-805-3558 828 526-2222
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American
Upholstery

WE HAVE MOVED TO

105 Ashley Drive « Walhalla, SC 29691
(Same Owners: Morris & Rachel Bible)

Same Phone Numbers:

Ryan M. Bears

Broker

Cell: 803-271-5426
Office: 828-526-8784
Ryan@patallenrealtygroup.com

Bt Al

REALTY GROUP
Pat Allen, Broker in Charge

MORALES
PAINTING

* Residential or
Commercial

e Over 40 Years
Experience

* Fast and Dependable
* FREE Estimates
* FREE Pick-up and
Delivery

Sample Books Available

Highlands Automotive

RICARDO MORALES

MORALESPAINTINGANDSERVICES@GMAIL.COM

706.982.9768
828-226.5347

INTERIOR/EXTERIOR PAINTING « LAWN MAINTENANCE
HOUSE MAINTENANCE « QUALITY WORK
FULLY INSURED

NC

Service Inspection

& fgds | Station

Repair

828-787-2360

2851 Cashiers Road ¢ highlandsautomeotive.com

(864) 638-9661 cell: (864) 710-9106

Allan Dearth & Sons

Generator
Sales & Service, Inc.

828-526-9325
Cell: 828-200-1139
email: allandearth@msn.com

’ARNPL-IBoard(Certified

Psychiatric s Mental Health
Positive Wellness|

404963

HIGHLANDER

ROOFING SERVICES

New & Re-Roofing Applications Including:
Asphalt « Cedar + Metal & Synthetic Materials

Office (828) 524-7773
Cell (828) 526-6421
luke@highlandernc.com
www.highlandernc.com

Showroom Location
1511 Highlands Rd
. Franklin, NC 28734

e Grading
* Excavating
* Driveways
* Build sites
* Hauling
e Septic Systems

Edwin Wilson
Cell (828) 421-3643
Officelfax (828) 526-4758
wilsongrading@yahoo.com

» PAINTING & REMODELING 4§

e Interior & Exterior Painting
o Pressure Washing
« House Maintenance
e Drywall Repair
o Deck Repair

Quality Work e Fully Insured

Lupe Gonzales
avpintura@gmail.com
828-332-1539 or 678-873-2927

CHESTNUT STORAGE

Storage Units Available

Secure 24 Hour Access
Easy In - Easy Out
Great Rates - Great Terms
Call today to find out why we’re
“Highland’s Premier Facility”

828-482-1045

Look for our sign!

10890 Buck Creek Rd. - 1/2 mile off Cashiers Rd near the hospital

Mendoza Tree Expert

Quality Tree Care & Removal *14+ years

estimate@mendozatree.com
www.mendozatree.com

Juventino Mendoza

828-200-9217

Fully Insured
v References Available

- W new aceepd
-__al]]ereéﬁ@&mtb
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WANTED

WORKING PROFES-
SIONAL IN HIGHLANDS.
Splitting my time between here and
Asheville. Looking for something
simple and efficient to rent -- guest
house, studio, possibly even a room.
310.467.7017 — Ayden. (st. 5/16)

HELP WANTED

EMPLOYMENT OPPOR-
TUNITIES AVAILABLE AT
HIGHLANDS SMOKEHOUSE.
Hiring all positions. Commitment
to excellence in food quality and
guest service.We are proud of the
products and service we provide, we
create experiences not just sell food.
Offering defined, sane schedules and
healthy work environment allowing
for a balanced life.Very cooperative
pay. Food service experience pre-
ferred. Tobacco free workplace.
Contact us at Smokehouserecruit-
ing@gmail.com (st. 5/2)

FULL-TIME SALES PO-
SITION. Weekends & holidays a
must. Great hours with a great sal-
ary. Nancy’s Fancys. 828-526-5029.
(st.5/2)

THE DRY SINK IN HIGH-
LANDS is hiring for full or part
time sales positions for the 2019
season. If you like to cook, that is
a plus! We're looking for team ori-
ented people who can offer great
customer service to our many
customers. If you are friendly, detail
oriented, like helping others, enjoy
cooking,gadgets,and lots of interest-
ing merchandise, come by and fill out
an application, or submit information
to: contact_us@thedrysink.com.
(st.4/18)

OLD EDWARDS INN &
SPA are looking for the following
employees: Head chef, pastry cook,
baker, assistant inn manager, bellmen,
housekeeping supervisors, spa at-
tendant and housekeepers, servers/
bussers Assistant Sommelier and
Reservationist, Human Resources
Manager, Executive/HR Assistant
sales assistant — Acorns -- F/T, P/T
Warehouse Associate — Please ap-
ply online at www.oldedwardsinn.
com or call:Pat Turnbull at 828-787-
2697.(3/7)

POTPOURRI BOUTIQUE
STORES IN HIGHLANDS look-
ing for full time and part time sales
persons. Retail sales experience with
women’s clothing and accessories
preferred, eyewear experience a
plus.Must be able to work weekends
and holidays, except Easter Sunday,
Thanksgiving day and Christmas day.

Fun, lively, fast paced environment.
Please stop by the store for applica-
tion or email resume to potpourri-
highlands@yahoo.com (st. 4/4)

SALES ASSOCIATE HIGH
END RETAIL CLOTHING
STORE IN HIGHLANDS AND
CASHIERS, NC. Full time, part
time and seasonal.Inquire to 828-200-
0928. (st. 3/38)

SKYLINE LODGE - Hir-
ing Property Maintenance workers,
bartender. Download, drop by or
call 828-526-2121 for an application.
Background checks done. (st. 3/28)

ALLISON DIANE CLOTH-
ING - looking for a partime sales
associate. Call 828-526-5404 or come
by Bryson’s Corner at Main and 4th
streets. (st. 3/21)

THE UGLY DOG PUB wants
you to be a part of our team.VVe need
managers, full-time servers, bartend-
ers, and support staff with a positive
attitude, ability to multitask,and a will-
ingness to work as a team. Experience
preferred but not required. Working
nights and weekends is required.
828-526-8364 theuglydogstaff@gmail.
com. (st. 3/21)

WOLFGANG’S RESTAU-
RANT is looking for experienced
waitstaff, hostesses, line cook, pantry
person and bussers. Please call Jacque
at 526-3807. (st. 2/14)

MOUNTAIN FRESH GRO-
CERY has full- and part-time posi-
tions available. Competitive wages for
all positions, 18+ only. Apply in person
at 521 East Main Street in Highlands
or call 828-526-2400.

* Food Server, Cashier, and
Barista (includes tips)

* Dishwasher

* Pizza

* Bakery

* Grill line

NAPIER FULL-SIZE CREW
CAB PICKUP TRUCK TENT.
Fits bed 5.5’-5 8. Never used. Still in
original box. Bought for $150.Asking
$125. Call 828-200-1371

SERVICES

GUTTER CLEANING
METAL ROOF & FABRICATON
roof repairs, chimney flashing, debris
removal. Call 371-1103. (st. 4/26)

AL HANDIMAN SERVIC-
ES — Plumbing, electrical, painting,
carpentry.Local references. Call 828-
332-7271 or 828-369-6245.(st.4/1 1)

MURPHY’S PAINTING
CO. Interior & Exterior Painting,
Sheetrock Repair, Wallpaper Re-
moval, Log Homes, Decks. Insured.
Free Estimates. 828-524-1391 or
828-332-0525.

HIGH COUNTRY PHOTO/
KEVINVINSON: scanning photos,
slides & negatives to CD or DVD for
easier viewingVideo transfer to DVD.
Everything done in house. Leave mes-
sage at 828-526-5208. (st. 4/25)

HIGHLANDS HANDI-
MAN - Can fix anything inside or
out. Carpentry, painting, pressure
washing, lawn care, hauling. and will
monitor house during winter. Free
Estimates. References. Call Tony. 828-
200-5770 or 828-482-0159. (9/20)

WNC PROPERTY MAIN-
TENANCE LLC. 828-347-1822
= Year-round property maintenance
and monitoring for vacation homes/
rentals/residential; pressure washing-
deck repairs-carpentry-small plumb-
ing & electrical repairs/painting/etc.;
lawn care & mowing; by the job or
yearly contract; call for FREE esti-
mate; Insured. (st. 5/2)

REAL ESTATE FOR SALE

ROOMY ONE LEVEL 3
BR/2 1/2 BA - light and bright Mir-
ror Lake Highlands-In-Town Ranch
style with basement storage; Double
.6 Acre lot for privacy and stunning
Mountain views; Renovated and up-
dated; Oversized 2 Car Garage with
paved access Large screened-in Porch
with grilling deck; Gas Fireplace in LR;
Bamboo hardwood floors and pine
wood vaulted ceilings throughout;
Cambria countertops;lots of storage;
Cullasaja Gorge waterfall sounds;
Photos and Flyer available; call/text
904 868-2486.View by appointment
only $495,000 (4/25)

SPECTACULAR MOUN-
TAIN VIEWS. Ranch 2 bed/2bath
and workshop. 1.3 acres. Tessentee
Road, Otto. $229,000.828-349-6 1 45.
“/1r)

FLAT MOUNTAIN/
BRUSH CREEK ACREAGE
FOR SALE BY OWNER. 13.2
total acres, old mountain homestead.
Beautiful views, several great building
sites, old livable farm house, small
studio size cabin, rental income pos-
sible, some pasture and some woods,
partial fenced, well water, three
different roads to enter property,
sub-dividable, amazing potential on
this tract of land. Please call 706-

400-2596 or email vhchambers60@
yahoo.comfor more info. $800,000
OBO (12/20)

3.20 ACRES UNRE-
STRICTED. Power underground,
borders National forest, 190 degree
view. 10 min to Main Street. 3 septic
fields, | well 7 g p.m. 2 house foun-
dations established and approved
by county inspectors. 2Bed/2Bath
Clayton home livable while building.
Spring rights and more land available.
For beautiful sunsets contact gracefa-
milia@yahoo.com. (st. 9/21)

1.21 ACRES FOR SALE BY
OWNER - OTTO, NC - $28,000.
Lot 12 Quail Haven Road. Otto,
NC. Price not firm...open for nego-
tiation. Please email if interested to
ddmarsh | 5@aol.com or call/text to
239-980-0531. Please leave a mes-
sage. (st. 7/20)

COMMERCIAL SPACE
RENTALS

LOCATION IS EVERY-
THING! Prime retail space available
on Main Street in Highlands: 3,000
prime retail space available for rent.
Contact Jody or Wood Lovell. High-
lands Sotheby’s International Realty.
828.526.4104. (st. 1/10)

RESIDENTIAL RENTALS

SWEEPING MOUNTAIN
VISTAS! — Fully furnished vacation
rental, 3bdrm/2bath, 2500 square
foot, open floor plan home in Mill
Creek Golf Estates, Franklin. Over-
looking the golf course 800" above
hole I, surrounded by mountain
views. Short/long terms available.
828-342-3135 (st. 5/16)

SPECTACULAR MOUN-
TAIN VIEWS, UPSCALE
TASTEFULLY DECORATED
LOG HOME! Fully furnished, vaca-
tion rental 3 bd/3 bth home nestled
in the Smoky Mountains! (st. 5/16)

LONG/SHORT TERM
AVAILABLE 828-342-3135
CONDO IN HIGHLANDS, 2
bed 2 bath $2500/mth. May-October.
828-421-5172. (st. 5/9)

ST.LUXURY APARTMENT
IN TOWN. Walk to Main Street.
IBR IBA.$3,500 per month.3 month
minimum. Sorry, no pets, no smoking.
Adults only. 828-421-1709. (st. 5/10)

BRAND NEW, FUR-
NISHED, CABINTHEWOODS
AVAILABLE FOR RENT. I[BR
(King) plus sofa bed. Additional
separate studio/office is available. If
you like nature and tranquility, this is
the place for you. No smoking. No
pets. Located off Hwy 64 between
Highlands and Franklin. Call 828-369-
7754._(st. 4/11)

POLICE & FIRE
REPORT

Highlands Police en-
tries from April 27. Only the
names of persons arrested, is-
sued a Class-3 misdemeanor
or public officials have been
used.

April 27

* At 446 p.m., officers re-
sponded to a 2-vehicle accident
on NC 106.

May |

* At noon, officers were
called about someone entering a
home and using the fireplace at a
residence on Woodcrest Way.

May 5

* At 9:45 a.m,, officers were
called about an argument over car
keys on S. 4th Street.

May 6

* At 10:26 a.m,, officers re-
sponded to a 2-vehicle accident
on US 64.

May 6

* At |1:54 a.m,, officers were
called about a structure fire on
Paul Walden Road.

May 7

* At 6:36 p.m., officers re-
sponded to a |-vehicle accident at
Maple near Oak Street.

May 8

* At 10:05 p.m.,, officers were
call about a simple assault at a res-
idence on Cullasaja Drive where a
woman was pushed.

The Highlands Fire &
Rescue log from May 7.

May 7

* At 2:19 p.m., the dept. pro-
vided mutual aid to Glenville-Ca-
shiers Rescue on a search.

* At 5:34 p.m,, the dept. re-
sponded to a call of a possible
electrical fire at a residence on
Garnet Rock Trail.

May 9

* At 6:08 a.m., the dept. was
first-responders to a location on
Helen’s Barn Ave.

May 12

*The dept. was first-respond-
ers to a location on US 64 west.

May 13

* At noon, the dept. was first-
responders to a location in High-
lands Plaza.
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Top 25

SILVER EAGLE

Native American Jewelry
Crystal & Gem Gallery

“Highlands is calling

and I must go.”

Broker

; x & ..J_.-.-—‘—n -_I'."‘l i oy o . L | ':-..-_.lrll'hhllf}r_ﬂb i r Jﬁ"r :'hlr'
4 . Main Stueet Jun & Bistwa & Vacation Hentals 2018 HCBOR
3 828-526-2590 + mainstreet-inn.com
i .. © ||Highlands
. = || 1=~ A\ i #8814 Sotheby’s
x -l - F e c— 7 ) Y . .
Country Club Properties & f’ V- S(}th{?b}’ TS 401 N 5th St., Highlands is the top
“Your local h v TERNATIONAL n.r...u v . '
Real Esate professionals.” Susanne MeDavid 828-526-3717 firm in
3 Offices 828-526-2520 Broker , o _
www.CCPHighlandsNC.com cell: (678) 276-6133 » Off: (828) 526-8300 | | www.highlandsiscalling.com Highlands

; P since 2013
WOLFGANG'S : fo)

RESTAURANT & WINE BISTRO -

CHESTNUT ST

BERKESHIRE HATHAWAY

HomeServioes : L rff"lartfn-Ij.!)rs;ca(r:nbt
. ‘erformin; enter
Meadows Mountain Realty 2

Mitzi Rauers, Broker
404-218-9123

| mitzi@meadowsmtnrealty.com
meadowsmountainrealty.com

Open Wed. - Sun.

Bistro Opens at 4pm
Dining Room at 5:30pm

Cotebydling 26 Yo

474 Main Street
828.526.3807
wolfgangs.net

Andrea Gabbard

¢ 828.200.6742
0 828.526.8300

andrea.gabbard
@sothbysrealty.com

Reehes

Hardware | '. If 0y Highlands
Sotheby’s

INTERNATIONAL REALTY

Highlands | Sotheby’s O Pam Nellis

INTERNATIONAL REALTY BROKER

114 N. 4th Street * Highlands, NC r 5 e 828-787-1895
A " pamela.nellis@yahoo.com

“Let me introduce you to our charming
corner of the world.”

office: 828.526.8300 * cell: 828.337.0706

REAL ESTATE SALES & VACATION RENTALS

Avooiau eoumc

Sheryl Wilson  sheryl.wilson@sothebysrealty.com * highlandssir.com Nigﬂhtly at 5 p.m. » 828-526-5777 www.LandmarkRG.com | 828-526-4663 | 225 Main St.



BROKERS:

Kurt Barbee 828-200-6165

828-545-7272  Sherman Pope

Ryan Bears 828-342-4277

803-271-5426 Cy Timmons
Christy Harris  828-200-9762

404-229-8737  Steve Sheppard
Rick Harrison 404-219-1349

Pat Allen

Broker-in-charge
Cell: 828-200-9179

295 Dillard Road

pat@patallenrealtygroup.
Office: 828-526-8784

Highlands, NC 28741
404-906-5113 Sheila Welch

Julie Osborn  828-342-0695 fe@ 2 THE WonLD

com

Top Producers for 14 Years

Zut Allen

REALTY GROUP

Highlands
Sotheby’s

MTERMATIONAL REALTY

Not the Biggest ... Just the Best!

www.patallenrealtygroup.com

- - 4
.

DAVID

. BOCK

.r ‘ BUILDERS

WWW. BockBullders com 828-526-2240

Jody Lovell » 828-526-4104
highlandssothebysrealty.com
#1 Broker
Highlands/Cashiers
2001-2018 per
Highlands-Cashiers MLS

FEATURED BROKER

Brian Renfro

BROKER
828-226-0118
brianrenfro@gmail.com

o
LANDMARK

Open Year-Round « 7 days a week
343-D Main Street. «

526-4035

Lunch
11a-4p

Dinner
5:30p

www.wildthymegourmet.com

“Your Source for
Real Estate”

@ ...on the Verandah

Restaurant
on Lake Sequoyah
828-526-2338

Serving

REALTY GROUP

125 South 4th Street, Highlands * (828) 526-8118 » www.WhiteOakRG.com
Invest In An Extraordinary Experience

Dinner

nightly at 5:30

i"“’ .
WWW, ontheverandah.com

Bee Gleeson, Broker Associate
404-307-1415

Pat Gleeson, Owner, BIC
828-782-0472

Susie deVille, Broker Associate
828-371-2079

MCCULL LY
1 CASHMERE

Scotland’s Best Knitwear

Open 7 days a week
526-4407
“Top of the Hill”
242S.4th st. ©




