Volume 16, Number 39

The short-term trental issue
boils down to two things: individ-
ual property rights and commu-
nity property rights. And therein
lies the rub.

Vacation rentals have been
a part of the Highlands accom-
modation industry for decades.
Many second-home owners rent
out their homes when not in use
and there are pros to this scenatio.
Otherwise vacant neighborhoods
are occupied throughout the year
which means there aren’t streets
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Short-term rentals in Highlands’sights

of dark houses anymore and the
owners make money on their in-
vestment.

Sort of a win-win.

With the rise of Vacation
Rental by Owner (VRBO) and
AirBnB, the business of vacation
rentals has skyrocketed. But with
the sanctity of Highlands neigh-
borhoods under fire, Mayor Pat
Taylor has initiated an in-depth
discussion on the short-term rent-
al business.

At Thursday night's Town

Board meeting he brought up sev-
eral discussion points:

The preservation of the qual-
ity of life in residential neighbor-
hoods, the prevention of the
“motelization” of neighborhoods,
what rights do municipalities have
to regulate the industry, do short-
term rentals hurt the long-term
rental industry, how do ordinances
in Highlands® residentially zoned
neighborhoods — R1 and R2 —
stand up to the new industry, does

o See RENTALS page 9

NSDAR Battle of SugarTown Chapter celebrates
Constitution Week at Highlands School

The Daughters of the American Revolution (DAR) has been busy celebrating and educating those in the
community about Constitution VWeek September 17-23rd. Highlands Mayor Pat Taylor signed a Proclamation
proclaiming the week and there is 2 month-long display at the Hudson Library. On Monday, Martha Washing-
ton (Barbara Mellor) and Marsha Moxley (Constitution Week Coordinator for 2019) both from the Battle
of SugarTown Chapter of NSDAR, did a presentation for Sherrie King'’s 4th grade class at Highlands School.
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‘Home Furnishing Center’
Open
Monday — Saturday
9a-5p
Sunday— noon to 5p
2089 Highway 106
828-526-5577

Highlands
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Highlands School again
‘exceeds’ expectation

At the beginning of the
school year, the NC Dept. of Pub-
lic Instruction releases data outlin-
ing schools’ accountability growth
as it applies to Math and Reading
for the previous school year — in
this case 2018-"19.

At Monday night's Macon
County School Board meeting
held in Highlands, Superintendent

Dr. Chris Baldwin once again

sang Highlands’ praises.
“Highlands ~ School once
again exceeded growth — and has
done it for the sixth time out of
the past seven years — which is
remarkable,” he said. “Also, con-
cerning proficiency, grade levels
and courses, it was consistently
o See EXCEEDS page 14

BCBS/NC is lowering 2020

rates for ACA customers
Open enrollment is Nov.1-Dec. 15, 2019

By Brittney Lofthouse

North Carolina House of
Representative Kevin Corbin
said Blue Cross and Blue Shield’s
rate decrease request is a direct
reflection of the state’s booming
economy and will help more North
Carolinians be able to afford health
care.

When he isn’t serving in the
House in Raleigh, Corbin works as
an insurance agent for Blue Cross
and Blue Shield in North Carolina,

A POWERFUL STATEMENT.
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69

880 20,000

Countries & Offices Sales Associates Territories

Worldwide

www.highlandssothebysrealty.com

so when his parent company
announced they would seck yet
another rate reduction, Corbin was
able to see the impact on the state
level as well as his own business.
Blue Cross and Blue Shield
of North Carolina (Blue Cross
NC) recently announced that it
requested an overall average rate
decrease of 5.2 percent for 2020
Affordable Care Act (ACA) plans
offered to individuals, and an
e See RATES page 10

Fun for the whole family!

<IPLINE CANOPY TOURS

828-526-8773
highlandscanopytour.com
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Property rights vs. community rights

he public discussion con-

cerning vacation rentals,

VRBO and Air B&B, at
Highlands Town Board meet-
ing last week was robust. It was
a good start to reviewing and
making decisions concerning
this critical issue.

The board created a road
map of how to proceed. The
Land Use committee will meet
with staff and stakeholders to
examine the issue. These meet-
ings will be announced and open to the
public. Board members expressed the desire
to have realtors and neighborhood residents
participate in the process.

Any proposals from the committee
concerning short term rentals will go to the
planning board for their review and recom-
mendations. A proposed ordinance with the
planning board recommendation(s) would
then come to the full town board for their
review. Before any final action by the board,
a public hearing would be conducted. I don’t
anticipate fast action on this issue. As Com-
missioner Calloway and others stated at the
meeting, this should be a careful and deliber-
ate process, not a quick knee jerk response.
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Highlands Mayor
Patrick Taylor

There were two overall per-
spectives revealed at this first
public discussion. One was that
the VRBO and home sharing
movement will be good for busi-
ness and generate not only room
tax money, but also sales and
property tax revenue. Proponents
also point out that short term
rentals help address the limited
number of hotel rooms available
in town and increase tourist ca-
pacity.

Other folks expressed concern about
bringing more tourist using this method
and flooding quiet neighborhoods with
more people, and traffic. Some reminded
the board that residents vested themselves
in beautiful, stable, connected neighbot-
hoods, and not in transient tourist venues.

As a resident invested only in my
home, 1 am concerned with the idea of
our neighborhoods becoming investment
opportunities for some folks who have no
interest in being “vested long-term” in the
community. One person came up to me af-
ter the meeting and asked what provisions
does the town have now to prevent a com-
pany from coming into a neighborhood and
buying large number of properties for the
sole purpose of operating VRBO units? My
response was we have no provisions, and it
may be that the laws would prohibit such
provisions. I do see the need for regulating
to some extent short-term rentals.

But my concern is what will the long-
term impact of a proliferation of VRBOs?
Highlands residents have been invested and
been “vested” in Highlands, that is the over-
all quality of life of this community. These
“vested” citizens worked to make High-
lands an attractive community to live in,
work, volunteer, worship and enjoy nature.
If we reach a tipping point where transient
visitors are the dominate populations in our
neighborhoods, I fear a profound loss in a
sense of small-town community life that we
cherish.

Tomorrow at 11 am at the Hudson Li-
brary I will be moderating the Community
Coffee with the Mayor. Representative Kev-
in Corbin will be our guest. Kevin can give
us an update on pending state legislation re-
garding short-term rentals and VRBO.

"Of course I know how this looks. But he's my potato.”

During the Reports section of the Sep-
tember Town Board meeting, tidbits of in-
formation were quickly disseminated.

First up was the Public Comment peti-
od, where a spokesman for the homeowners
on Rainbow Road asked that the town of-
fer a permanent solution to repair the road,
which he said was in terrible condition, al-
most undriveable.

It’s a private road but since it’s in the
town limits they asked that it be paved. They
said they are paying town taxes, but if they
can’t get services down the road why should

- TowN BOARD TIDBITS.

they pay taxes? They said garbage trucks
and ambulances can’t get down the road
due to its condition.

The town routinely scrapes, gravels
and fills the holes on the road but nothing
lasts. The gravel washes out and is now de-
teriorating property.

The town will take a road over only af-
ter it is up to town standards, but the home-
owners would have to come together for
that. Once it is upgraded, the town could

take it over and maintain it as necessary.
e See TIDBITS page 6
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SPARKLING LAKES sit on the front porch and enjoy the views of Spar-

kling Lakes. Remodeled kitchen with updated appliances and new paint. Offered
with furnishings from Summer House (with a few exceptions - see short exclusion
list). There is room for everyone with 3BR/2BA in the home plus a newly finished
bonus room with full bath above the garage. Includes 10ft two-seater boat complete
with troll motor, power washer, and tools! Private dock, lakeside fire pit.

MLS# 92005 | Offered for $775,000

HIGHLANDS IN-TOWN Two for the price of one! The main house is a

true mountain cabin with lots of windows, a lovely masonry stone fireplace in the
great room, two bedrooms, three full baths, a loft, lower level family room, and a
newly updated kitchen with granite counters and SS appliances. The guest house
has two bedrooms, two baths, wood floors, and a rocking chair front porch that
overlooks the pond. Detached garage with a generous workshop space.

MLS# 91073 | Offered for $675,000
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HIGHLANDS FALLS CC This home in Highlands Falls CC was almost
completely renovated in 2019 to include a new kitchen, new appliances, bathrooms,
wood floors, and covered decks on both levels. The home has hree bedrooms,
four bathrooms, and a lower level family room with stone fireplace and office/
bonus room. Attached two-car garage. Club membership is optional; however, to
enjoy the club’s amenities, one must be a member. Move in ready!

MLS# 91190 | Offered for $695,000

HIGHLANDS CC This 3BR/3BA home has hardwood floors and pine

pan-eling. Attached to the home (no entrance from home) is 800 square feet of
office/retail space. In the rear of the property is a one-bedroom apartment over a
2-car garage. House has two master suites with baths, and is all on one level,
walk to town. Plenty of parking. Many options for residential/commercial. Zone
B-4, light commercial. Owner financing to qualified buyer. OWNER/BROKER

MLS# 90846 | Offered for $589,000

MeadowsMountainRealty.com | 828.526.1717

BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY

HomeServices

Meadows Mountain Realty

At Highlands Falls CC
2334 CASHIERS ROAD

Downtown Highlands
488 MAIN STREET

Downtown Cashiers
132 HIGHWAY 107 SOUTH
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WOLFGANG'S |

RESTAURANT & WINE BISTRO

,..

Open Everyday except Tuesdays

Taking Reservations for Thanksgiving
and New Year’s Eve

Bistro Opens at 4pm | Dining Room at 5:30pm

474 Main Street | 828.526.3807 | wolfgangs.net

L

| WILD THYME GOU RMET

R E B8 T a WL R A MT

Serving Lunch and Dinner Year—Round.

Gourmet Foods, Full Service Bar
Town Square at 343-D Main St. * Highlands

828-526-4035

...on the Verandah

Restaurant

on Lake Sequoyah

www.ontheverandah.com
US 64 west * Highlands

Dinner

served
nightly at 5:30 |
Sunday
Brunch begins
at 11 a.m.

828-526-2338 [

Serving Lunch
1llato 4p
AND
Serving Dinner
from 5:30p
7 Days a Week

The LOG CABIN

CASUAL DINING

Fresh Seafood, Steaks

& Comfortable ltalian
Lunch: Thurs.-Sat. noon to 3p
Dinner Nightly at 5p

'_hill'
Just off Main Street in a historic
1924 Joe Webb log cabin

828 526-5777

www.LogCabinHighlands.com
130 LOG CABIN LANE

Now Open for
Lunch
Thurs.-Sat.

L Main Street Highlands since 1984

Ristorante
P A LE8

EXCEPTIONAL WIh
CRAFT COL

7
828. 526. 4906

WhAALp aolettis.com

Dinner / Bar
Every Evening
From 5:00 pm

Japanese ¢ Asiane Thai Cuisine

Open Year Round ¢ 6 days
Closed Wednesday & Daily 3 to 4:30p
Mon. thruThurs., | la to 10p

Fri.,& Sat.,Ilato |l p

Sun., noon to 10p
828-787-1680 or 828-787-1900

We Cater!
151 Helen’s Barn Avenue

Please call for reservations

ResToyran?

JOIN US FOR OUR

30t Season

TUESDAY — SATURDAY

\RTS @ 5:30PM

DINNER 5TA

331 Ellllll'lllﬂll AVE | ﬂiﬂ ﬁil.i !MI!]
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WILDWOOD MOUNTAIN Completely renovated home with a custom
kitchen with SS appliances, a breakfast nook, and separate formal dining room.
Handsome hardwood floors throughout and a vaulted wood ceiling in the living
room with a cozy stone wood-burning fireplace. The master bedroom and two
guest bedrooms are all on the main floor. Upstairs are two bonus rooms and there
is plenty of room for storage or workspace downstairs.

MLS# 90566 | Offered for $585,000
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HlGHLAN DS FALLS CC This one level home not (;nly backs up lt;) |

na-tional forest land for complete privacy but is within an easy walk to the Swim and
Tennis Center and the clubhouse. The great room is bright and opens to the kitchen
and the large covered screened porch. The master suite is oversized and has two
walk-in closets plus “his and her” baths. Club membership is optional but required
for use of club amenities which include golf, croquet, pickleball, tennis, and more.

MLS# 90917 | Offered for $579,000

HIGHLANDS IN-TOWN walk to downtown Highlands from this ador-

able three bedroom, three-and-a-half bath home located on Mill Creek with creek
views. Great open floorplan with built-ins, cathedral ceilings, and a breakfast bar
in the kitchen. The living room has lots of windows to let in the natural light and a
corner masonry stone gas log fireplace. Deck overlooks Mill Creek and fire pit area.
Single car garage. Furnishing negotiable.

MLS# 91432 | Offered for $549,000

BUCKBERRY FALLS Located minutes from Main St., this single story,

3BR/3BA ranch home is the perfect year round home or weekend getaway. The
living room features a wood-burning fireplace that is perfect for cozy winter nights.
Off of the living room is a second living room/den/office with a gas fireplace. The
kitchen features SS appliances, a gas range, easy close cabinets and drawers, and a
warming drawer. Recently updated with an incapsulated crawlspace.

MLS# 91527 | Offered for $539,000

MeadowsMountainRealty.com | 828.526.1717

BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY

HomeServices

Meadows Mountain Realty

At Highlands Falls CC
2334 CASHIERS ROAD

Downtown Highlands
488 MAIN STREET

Downtown Cashiers
132 HIGHWAY 107 SOUTH
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& CATERI NG
And home of our NEW mobile grill
THE HITCHIN’ KITCHEN
We bring the party to you!

. Daily Specials!
& 828-526-8847 ]

470 Oak St adjacent to the Park in Downtown Highlands

WeCaterHighlands.com

In Wright Square
137 Main Street
Dine In or Take Out

828-820-8686

Open Mon.-Sat. 7a to 4p * Sun. 8a to 3p
All Day Craft Breakfast, Lunch
and Pastries Galore!

Hot Sandwiches, Burgers, Pannis,
Cubans, Reubens, Soups and Salads

¥a
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rk Tenderloin 3%

KA Mac & Cheese

e (Green Beans %

o¥: Buttermilk Pie :

$23.95 3{5

R We prepare—you cook. Call W

ﬁ% to reserve 828-526-2762

Altitudes

Restaurant
at Skyline Lodge

F,zmz Damng wnth a View!

”Rl

FuII bar e

Open for Dinner
Wed.- Sat at 5:30p
Open for Breakfast
Sat. 7:30-11a Sun. 7:30-10a
Sunday Brunch
11:30a to 2p

Appetizer
Smoked Clam Cakes
Slightly salty with a sweet mango puree

Soup
Roasted French Onion Soup
Fish Special
Greek-style Baked Cod
Special Entree
Siberian Musaka

Ground beef and potatoes
Savory and delicious

Wednesday Special
Southern Catfish Supper with
hushpuppies and fixin’s

Friday & Saturday Special

Slow-roasted Prime Rib

RONNIE EVANS, GUITARIST
Reservations appreciated

470 Skyline Lodge Road
828-526-2121

brstro

— O AN —

at The Main Street Inn
270 Main Street (828) 526-2590

Check out the website
or call for hours.
Weekend music on the lawn.

www.mainstreet-inn.com

Craftice Cream &
Hand-Crafted
Sandwiches

Summer Hours:
T:00AM - 8:00PM Mon - Sat
T:00AM - 5:00PM Sun

Fast & Fresh Family Food

.. TIDBITS from page 2

The town instructed Public Works Director Lamar
Nix to take a look at the road’s condition and Mayor Pat
Taylor said he would as well.

* Mayor Taylor explained that he and staff were able to
put their two-cents in concerning STIP projects. STIP is a
staged, multi-year, statewide intermodal program of trans-
portation projects, consistent with the statewide transpor-
tation plans and improvement projects.

Though the reality of requests coming to fruition
could take as much as 26 yeats, he requested the construc-
tion of sidewalks down US 64 west from where they end at
The Bascom and down NC 106 from Main Street.

* Work has begun on the town’s broadband project
with crews evident all over town. The town isn’t control-
ling where the crews work as they move from pole to pole.
Mayor Taylor asked that citizens be patient.

* In preparation for winter, the town’s trimming crews

are making sure electric lines are clear of limbs.
* See TIDBITS page 8
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H|GH LAN DS CC At nearly 75 years old, this historic home combines a

classic mountain experience with all the modern conveniences. The living room
and sun porch combine the best features of a cozy cottage with a granite fireplace,
high ceilings, and golf course views. With four bedrooms and four full baths all on
one level, it is a delightful gathering place for visitors to enjoy each other, the golf
course view, and proximity to town. Owner is a NC real estate licensee.

MLS# 91220 | Offered for $1,925,000

HIGHLANDS FALLS CC Overlooking the 17th fairway of the Highlands

Falls golf course with a long-range mountain view, this stunning home is located
on a private cul-de-sac. The great room features shiplap walls, coffered ceiling, and
striking floor-to-ceiling stone fireplace. The gorgeous kitchen is worthy of a maga-
zine spread and boasts custom cabinetry, beautiful glass backsplash, Viking appli-
ances, island with seating, and an entertainment bar with wine chiller & icemaker.

MLS# 91903 | Offered for $1,895,000

INTRODUCING:

/V//\ :
FIVE STAR

—REAL ESTATE TEAM —
MICHAUD & RAUERS

Thirty one years ago, Judy Michaud began her career in real estate in Highlands. She
spent years honing her skills as one of the two top broker/agents in the area, working
tirelessly for her clients at Signature Properties of Highlands. But deep inside, she had
a desire to have her own real estate firm. Judy purchased Meadows Mountain Realty
and began to assemble a team of professionals that are the elite in the Highlands-Ca-
shiers real estate market. In 2015, Judy decided to take her company to the next level
by affiliating with one of the world’s most respected and trusted companies, Berkshire
Hathaway HomeServices (BHHS); thus BHHS Meadows Mountain Realty was formed.

In 2018, Judy teamed up with Mitzi Rauers to form Five Star Real Estate Team
— a “boutique” real estate team within BHHS Meadows Mountain Realty that brings a
higher level of service to their clients. Together, Judy and Mitzi bring a combined
experience unprecedented on the Plateau. Just as BHHS is “Real Estate’s FOREVER
Brand*",” Five Star Real Estate Team will become your forever real estate team.

JUDY MICHAUD  MITZI RAUERS

BROKER/OWNER BROKER

Mobile # (828) 371-0730 Mobile # (404) 218-9123
E-mail judy@bhhsmmr.com E-mail mitzi@bhhsmmr.com
Office 488 Main St., Highlands Office 488 Main St., Highlands

MeadowsMountainRealty.com | 828.526.1717

BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY

HomeServices

Meadows Mountain Realty

At Highlands Falls CC Downtown Highlands
2334 CASHIERS ROAD 488 MAIN STREET

Downtown Cashiers
132 HIGHWAY 107 SOUTH
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FOUR6

WOODFIRE BISTRO + BAR

EAT-DRINK - LIVE

PROPER

Change is the only
constant in life, we took
Highlands’ best old mainstay and

made it better.

Now serving Lunch andDinner,

Tug’s Proper is the preeminent

place in Highlands that caters to
Locals and Travelers alike.

OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK
LUNCH e DINNER
11a-10p
Sunday Lunch
10a-2p

11 AM-10PM FOOD | 11 AM - 11 PM BAR

Closed Tuesdays,

310 Main Street ¢ Highlands
828.526.3555

465 MAIN STREET | 828.787.2990

www.tugsproper.com

MOUNTAIN FRESH /4. cenree o rom
HOUSE-ROASTED COFFEE M= deli Sahdwiches DINNEF\’S-TD-GD
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Philip Powell

Philip Powell, 86, of Highlands, NC and Crawfordville,
FL, passed away, Tuesday, August 27, 2019. He was born
June 12, 1933 in Hendersonville, TN to the late Charles
Leslie Powell and Jean Rule Powell.

A celebration of life will be held at the Christ Church
of the Valley in Cashiers, NC on Friday, October 4, 2019
at 6:30 pm.

Jerry ‘Bubby’ Bates

Mr. Jerry “Bubby” Bates, 73, passed away Friday,
September 20, 2019 at his home in Sylva, NC .

Mr. Bates was born January 16, 1946 in Macon County
to the late Jim and Edna Sanders Bates.

Jerry worked and retired from the trucking industry
after many years of service. He taught himself how to drive
and make a living in trucking, He had a love for western
movies and dogs.

Survivors include his wife, Rachel Bates of the home;a
daughter, Tracy Bates; two step-daughters, Janice Cope and
Lynn Webb; four step-grandchildren, Robert Cope, Michael
Sanders, Adam Sanders, and Carol Sanders; five sisters, Judy
Dodgins, Linda Llanas, Patsy Coburn, Sally Ledford, and
Brenda Melton; and a brother, Ronnie “Hoss” Bates.

Jerry was preceded in death by his parents; and two
sisters, Beatrice Bates and Sue Woodall.

A funeral service was held Tuesday, September 24,
2019 in the chapel of Bryant-Grant Funeral Home with
the Rev. Donald Bates officiating. Burial followed in the
Woodlawn Cemetery. Online condolences can be left at
www.bryantgrantfuneralhome.com

Bryant-Grant Funeral Home and Crematory is serving
the Bates family.

.. TIDBITS from page 6

* Town Manager Josh Ward said the paving of Hickory
Hill, Oak Lane and two-thirds of Cullasaja Drive has begun
this week.

* Residents of Little Bear Pen have requested move-
ment on flashing signage discussed some months ago to
encourage motorists to slow down as they approach the
intersection of Little Bear Pen and US 64 east so those at-
tempting to leave or enter the intersection can do so safely.

Mayor Taylor said NCDOT said a flashing, warning
sign at the curve of the road could cost $40,000 and a ra-
dar activated flashing speed-limit sign could cost $6,000.
He suggested discussing options with homeowners which
could include a monetary match of some kind.

However, Commissioner John Dotson suggested a
sensor-activated green or red light like those on interstate
4-lane entrance ramps that tell motorists to either stop or
go for a quick merge. He said this might be better for the
people coming off Little Bear Pen regarding oncoming
traffic they aren’t able to see instead of depending on the
on-coming traffic to slow down which they might not do.

Commissioner Donnie Calloway suggested the Public
Safety Committee investigate the possibilities and the board
asked Police Chief Bill Harrell to investigate grant oppor-
tunities.

—Kim Lewicki



.RENTALS continued from page 1

Highlands” “five unrelated people living in
a residence” rule pertain to just long-term
rentals or short-term rentals, too? ity.

What complicates matters is on July 1,
the NC legislature passed a series of amend-

out their properties, nor can they be forced
to register their properties with a municipal-

The changes were outlined in S.483
“Vacation Rental Act Changes” which was

Highlands Newspaper - Thurs. Sept, 26,2019 - 828-200-1371 - Page 9

supported by the Vacation Rental Manage-
ment Association and the North Carolina
Realtors with the intent of protecting pri-
vate property rights and the ability to use
your property as you wish within the state.
It reads in part:
“Pursuant to Vacation Rental Act and

its amendments, both cities and counties
may perform periodic inspections for haz-
ardous and unlawful conditions in buildings
and residential structures if there is reason-
able cause to believe that there are unsafe
hazardous or unlawful conditions therein.
o See RENTALS page 13

>

ments to the Vacation Rental Act already on
the books.

Prior to enactment of the amend-
ments, cities like Asheville, Blowing Rock,
and Nags Head were able to put local or-
dinances in place to curtail the short-term
rental business. In Asheville, a lack of af-
fordable, long-term rentals spearheaded the
move.

Mayor Taylor said he doesn’t want to
see VRBOs eliminated as they are vital parts
of the local tourism industry, but he does
want to see regulations in place to ensure
that VRBOs are not interfering with the
quality of life of other residents.

But the amendments to the Vacation
Rental Act have shut some of the doors
previously open to municipalities.

On July 1, Governor Roy Cooper
signed an update to the state’s Vacation
Rental Act which for instance, prohibits
local governments from forcing property
owners to obtain a permit before renting

1/2 Price SALE

Al proceeds go to support the Hudson Library

Located im “Falls on bain*

ALL HARDBACK
BOOKS

EXCEFT NEW RELEASES
555 Main Street at Falls on Main

PARADE-NIGHT DINNER
with. DAVID BANCROFT

Chef David Bancroft

of Acre in Auburn brings

cocktails and classic
southern favorites.

(2019 James Beard Nominee)

CHEFS IN THE HOUSE

With The South’s Best Chefs

Public Welcome | Call 828-787-2635 to Reserve Your Seats
HalfMileFarm.com/DavidBancroft

U1t Andrea Gabbard
¢ 828.200.6742 0828.526.8300

5 bedroom, 5 bath home with a view and end-of-the-road privacy. Completely
furnished. Offered for $1,150,000 Contact Andrea Gabbard 828-200-6742.

andrea.gabbard@sothbysrealty.com

-
Andrea is one of the top 25
Real Estate Brokers in 2018.

Highlands Sotheby's International Realty is
the top selling firm in Highlands
since 2013 as per HCMLS Navica.

Sotheby’s

INTERNATIONAL REALTY

Highlands

Email highlandseditor@aol.com for advertising information.

Harris Regional Hospital

WELCOMES
Anne Fulbright, PA-C

Cardiology

SPECIALIZING IN:
Cardiovascular Disease

Appointments may be made by calling 828.586.7654

pnd guality, as well as focus on good patien

relationships

"I am fortunate to be a part of Hamis Regional Haspita

because of the excellence, latest technologies, satety

| recognize that for heart disease, local access to care

can be very important, because timing of treatrments is REGIOMAL HOSPITAL
critical and regular office visits can matter a lot for e e e
patiants, | look forward to being able to offer that at A Duke LifePoint Hospital
Harris "

HARRIS CARDIOLOGY
68 Hospital Road, Sylva

Making Communities Healthier - MyHarrisRegional.com
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OLD %
EDWARDS
INN“f

AVAILABLE POSITIONS

$1000 BONUS FOR
THE FOLLOWING POSITIONS
Four65

Experienced Full-time Servers | Server
Assistants, AM | PM Sous Chef, Cook And
Utility | Dishwasher Needed Year Round

Old Edwards

Housekeepers | Laundry | Experienced
Servers | Server Assistants | Half Mile Farm
Assistant Inn Manager | Marketing Assistant

Old Edwards Club

Grounds

Send resume to: pturnbull@oldedwardsinn.com
(pdf format please),
or apply online at oldedwardsinn.com/careers.

Now showing at The

Highlands Playhouse
Friday 9/27 - Thursday 10/3

LT w
THE
PEANUT BUT:
FALCO :

¥

MANHATTAN

B :..3.(.)pm-

Manhattan Shorts at 12 & 4pm
PB Falcon at 7:30 pm
Friday - Thursday
No movies on Monday

Tickets are $10
828.526.2695

Highlands

Playhouse

eeee

..BCBSNC continued from 1

average rate decrease of 3.3 percent for ACA plans offered to
small businesses with one to 50 employees. The rate decreases
mean a $238 million reduction in health care costs for 2020.

“We want to be a national model for health care
transformation, where insurers and providers are jointly
responsibly for delivering better, simpler, more affordable
care,” said Patrick Conway, President and CEO of Blue Cross
NC. “The hard work is not done, and we must continue
building on these successes if we are going to truly make
health care affordable for everyone in North Carolina. What
these rate reductions show is that the move to value is working

The Firewood Company
828.200.3050

bobhenritze@gmail.com

SHARBRADOR
The Sharbrador Team, LLC

Quality Asphalt Sealing
& Small Repairs

Free Evaluations with Timely Quotes

Call or Text: 828-526-9347

~Excellent communication

~Fully insured ~Quality work

Set up a time that will work for YOU, whether
you prefer to be there or not is up to you.

Specializing in thorough brush-on
application and consistent, clean finish

— when the focus is on quality and accountability, costs go
down and the customer wins.”

Rep. Corbin said one significant contributing factor to
Blue Cross NC being able to reduce rates is the state’s effort
to decrease corporate income taxes for businesses.

“The legislature reduced the state income tax rate for
corporations from 3 percent to 2.5 percent. This is the lowest
corporate tax rate among all the southern states and among
any of the states collecting corporate taxes,” said Rep. Corbin.
“The lower taxes allow the company to lower rates, which
allows more people access to insurance as well as allows
families in the state to keep more dollars in their pocket to
spend on other things, which ultimately boosts the economy.

In January, Blue Cross NC launched Blue Premier with
five major health systems. Blue Premier is a value-based
model of cate in which Blue Cross NC and the contracted
health systems are jointly responsible for the total cost and
quality of care for a specific patient population. Blue Cross
NC s also providing more resources and data to independent
primary care practices so they can participate in value-based
care models.

Blue Cross NC has also gained substantial insights about
its ACA customers over the six years it has participated in
the marketplace. This information has allowed the company
to better coordinate care for these customers and reduce the
medical expenses for the care they require.

Rates have also stabilized because of the state
legislature’s and regulators’ willingness not to add additional
health insurance mandates and regulatory burdens that drive
costs up for individuals and small business.

This is the second year in a row that Blue Cross NC has
filed an average rate decrease for individual ACA members.
The company’s average rate reduction for individual members
has totaled nearly 10 percent over the last two years.

Blue Cross NC’s average rate filing for its 1-50 small
business customers has been zero percent or lower for seven
of the last eight quarters.

Blue Cross NC serves more than 435,000 individual
ACA members and has more than 8,500 small business ACA
customers representing neatly 70,000 members. Blue Cross
NC, once again, expects to be the only ACA insurer to offer
individual plans in all 100 counties in 2020.

As always, rates vary based on location, age, subsidy
amount, and plan. Federal tax credits known as premium
subsides are still available for customers with household
incomes between 100 and 400 percent of the Federal Poverty
Level. About 90 percent of Blue Cross NC current customers
with individual ACA plans qualify this year. Subsidies vary by
plan and household income.

Individual premiums will be available in October.
Open enrollment begins on November 1, 2019 and ends on
December 15, 2019.

The rate decreases filed must be approved by the
North Carolina Department of Insurance (NCDOI). For
competitive reasons, Blue Cross NC is not releasing specific
regional pricing information at this time. Blue Cross NC will
make more detailed rate information public after NCDOI
approves all ACA rates — which they expect to be in late
August.

Blue Cross NC will continue offering renewal of
transitional plans in 2020. These are plans purchased between
March 2010, when the ACA was signed, and October 2013
when regulations went into effect. Transitional plans do not
meet ACA requirements but are allowed by federal law. The
plans cannot be sold to new customers.
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magnificently colorful, and then, too

soon, they’ll be gone. Before we know
it, the holidays will be here. Good news for
children. Bad news for turkeys. For the rest
of us, as yet another year comes to an end,
hopefully we’ll turn our focus to all we are
grateful for before resolving to set personal
goals for the new year.

Fall is also football season. There are
teams we love, and teams we ... don’t love.
Next year at this time we’ll be wrapped up
in another election. Once again, a team we
love and one we don’t. It seems many of
us spend an inordinate amount of time
moving from one area of disagreement to
another.

It’s a human thing. We humans are,
in anthropological terms, tribal beings. We
tend to, in situations whetre we either can
or must, consciously choose sides. We’re
comfortable with commonality, and un-
comfortable with what we view as ‘others.’
This is not criticism. This is recognition of
who we are as people.

I’'m sure it doesn’t escape most of us
that at least some of us have a hard time
letting go of things. Not you or me. Never

It’s officially Fall. Leaves will soon be

Of Babies and Bathwater

you or me, but, well, THEM.
THEY are difficult to get along
with. THEY are stubborn and
unforgiving, THEY are wrong,
not us.

As an observer of the hu- |
man condition, I see this more
often than I would like to. I see
congenial relationships dissolve
over trivial matters. Hurt feel-
ings. Disappointment. Excuse
me for saying it, petty stuff.

Couples have divorced over words said
in a moment of anger. A single occasion of
misplaced passion about something and a
family disintegrates. Longtime friends, or at
least people who’ve shared a friendly rela-
tionship, have split over who currently oc-
cupies a house on Pennsylvania Avenue in
Washington, D.C. Seriously. This happens
more often than we like to acknowledge. 1
must ask, isn’t that ridiculous?

Each of us probably knows at least
someone with whom we used to enjoy a
good relationship but, for reasons that now
seem trivial, we no longer do. We’ve let them
slip away, or they let go of us over, what?
Wias it that important? Do we remember?

Bud Katz

; W Sadly, we do. We don’t forget
| those who slight us, and that’s
too bad.

This is not some plea for
everyone to find someone with
whom to reconcile. That’s prob-
ably not going to happen. Some-
times the divide has gone on
for too long, or whatever com-
monality might have existed in
the past is no longer there. But,
isn’t it sad that people break or
separate over things that don’t really matter
all that much?

Not to go all cliché, but why do some
folks seem so bent on holding onto unim-
portant things that separate or divide us, as
individuals and as groups, instead of focus-
ing on those significant things that unite us?

I think a lot of this has to do with a
person’s orientation; whether we view life
through a positive or a negative lens. This
goes all the way back to the environment in
which we were brought up. And, it tends to
stay with us for the rest of our lives unless
we make a conscious decision — a choice — to
change how we think about things.

Life is filled with opportunities. Some

should be seized while others should be
shunned.

We should, in my opinion, be as quick
to forgive those who have trespassed
against us, as we are to ask forgiveness for
our own trespasses. We should shun every
opportunity to carry a grudge. The longer
a grudge is carried, the heavier it gets. And,
at some point, we should consciously and
affirmatively make the choice to move on.
Agree to disagree, that’s my mantra.

In old times people bathed only once
a week. First, father bathed. Then, mother
bathed. Then, the children bathed, all in the
same water. Finally, the baby gets his or her
bath. That’s where the reminder came, to
not throw the baby out with the bathwater.

We need to be conscious of the im-
portance of relationships in our lives. Try
not to let petty differences, like politics, de-
mographics, even football, get in the way
of getting along.

Every change of season is an oppot-
tunity to look inward and ask ourselves
important questions. It’s also a good time,
when appropriate, to try to fix stuff that’s
broken, and to NOT throw babies out with
the bathwater.

:SUMMER HOUSE

Complete Home Furnishings

HOME FURNISHINGS
BED & BATH

HANDCRAFTED CUSTOM

FURNITURE

"

INTERIOR DESIGN SERVICES

MONDAY — SATURDAY:
9AM - 5PM
SUNDAY: 12PM - 5PM

(o a i

White Glove Delivery Throughout
The Southeast & Beyond

il Ao oy

2089 Dillard Road, Highlands | 2 miles from Main Street | 828-526-5577 |

www.summerhousehighlands.com
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éIANBERRY
NS U R A N C E

™

HOME - AUTO. + LIFE:» HEALTH - BUSINESS/

141 Main Street,
Highlands
828-526-8939

§JSTANBERRY-INS.COM b IS

Highlands
LAWN &
GARDEN

Your One-Stop Garden Shop

Celebrating 25 Years
2460 Cashiers Road « Highlands « 828-526-2395

highlandslawnandgarden.com « Mon.-Sat. 8a to 5p
New Inventory Arriving DAILY!

Hydrgeas

Fall Home Improvement 2019
Tips to Nail the Latest Home Design Trend

(StatePoint) Redeco-
rating? Experts say to keep
in mind that the days of
matching metals used for
lighting, cabinet hardware
and plumbing are over. To-

day’s rule: mix it up! When
done right, combining col-
ors adds visual interest and
depth to a space.

“Mixing metals makes
a statement in a room,”

Custom Shower Doors ¢ Insulated Glass
Custom Mirrors * Tabletops * Sun Rooms
Replacement of Fogged Glass

Insulated Units David Lewis, owner

3145 Old Murphy Road
Franklin, NC

(828) 349-0088
www.glassshoppe.com

I*r'RrW |

Water, Damage .- Mold '+ Fire
%?ﬁﬂﬁfﬂﬁl ﬁleamnu.;-‘ Duct; .
gclsagmg ‘. ﬂﬂnun i F!'l.t_m :

Y

says Jennifer Kis, director
of marketing communica-
tions for Progress Light-
ing. “Its not considered
unusual anymore, and our
customers are comfortable
with it and confident about
trying it in their homes.”

There’s a simple recipe
for success: pick a domi-
nant metal finish for the
room and coordinate it
with accent metals. Try for
a 70/30 ratio.

To easily nail the look,
consider starting with a
significant fixture that’s al-
ready finished in a mixed
metal combination. For
example, the lighting fix-
tures from Progress Light-
ing come finished in mixed
metal combinations, such
as matte black accented
with gold, polished chrome
with brushed brass, and
even white accented with
brushed nickel plus a touch
of blue. Then, match cabi-
net hardware, appliances,
plumbing fixtures and ac-
cessories to one of the fin-
ish colors from the lighting

Improving Habitats Since, 196 :'."':

« Sales

- Service

» Installation

« Free Estimates

FOXFIRE

HEATING & COOLING

fixture.
When selecting fin-
ishes, use  contrasting

tones. Warm metals such
as brushed brass, antique
bronze, and gold give a vi-
brant pop of color when
mixed with cool metals like
chrome, nickel and silver.
And don’t forget black -- it
is one of the trendiest fin-
ishes on the market today,
and mixes beautifully with
most metal colots.

Take the  room’s
color palette into consid-
eration. Combine warm
metal finishes (like brass,
bronze, and copper) with
warm hues (like beiges and
browns). Use cool metal
finishes (such as chrome,
nickel and silver) with cool
tones (such as blues, greens
and grays). For a neutral
color palette, add metallic
accents to achieve warmth,
texture and color. With a
white or gray color scheme,
for example, add a stunning
gold chandelier to make
your room come to life.

Kitchens typically con-
tain the most metal in the
house, and there are many
ways to harmonize ele-
ments. Try placing mixed
metal pendant lighting over
the kitchen island, then
match an accent metal fin-
ish from the fixture to co-
ordinate with the cabinet
and plumbing hardware.
For a consistent look, pair
finishes on metals that ap-
pear within the same line of
sight: for example, the sink
faucet and cabinet hard-
ware should match.

In bathrooms, blend
lighting choices with metal-
lic accessories like a metal-
edged mirror, soap dispens-
ers and wall hangings, for
seamless style. Lighting fin-

o See DESIGN TRENDS page 13



..DESIGN TRENDS continued

from page 12

ishes don’t have to match
hardware, but remember
to choose complementary,
contrasting metal tones.
Larger spaces, like liv-
ing and family rooms, are
ideal for mixing metal ac-
cents. As one of the most
significant accessories in
the room, start with your
lighting fixture. Then add

decorative  elements —

.RENTALS
from page 9

“But  municipalities
can’t adopt or enforce an
ordinance that requires an
owner or manager of a res-
idential rental property to
obtain any permit or per-
mission to lease, rent, or
register rental property; re-
quire an owner or manager
to enroll or participate in
any governmental program
as a condition of obtaining
a certificate of occupancy;
or levy a special fee or tax
on residential rental prop-
erty that is not also levied
against other commercial
and residential properties.”

The bill passed both
the House and Senate
unanimously. Yet, there are
some legislators who think
the new legislation isn’t
prohibitive enough to local
governments.

And that’s why the
Highlands “talk” on the
matter has been put on the
fast track.

Representative Kevin
Corbin said the legislature
is considering additional
laws in favor of property
owners.

“He said if we want
legislation and ordinances
on our books, we need to
take action now rather than
wait,” said Taylor.

Issues that are of con-
cern are parking, proper
trash disposal, an occupan-
cy cap per house particu-

o See RENTALS page 14

mirrors, wall art, tables — in
contrasting metallic tones to
make a dramatic statement.

In the bedroom, ovet-
head lighting is often a
prominent feature. Choose
either a mixed metal fixture
or one with a dominant fin-
ish color, then select subtle
metallic touches for table
lamps, sconces, furniture
and wall décor to provide a
cohesive flow.

For design resources,
visit bit.ly/ShopMixedMet-
als.

Today, metals are
meant to be mixed. Keep in
mind the 70/30 rule for the
perfect mixed, but not mis-
matched, look.
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PRO-SERVICESS

Dennis Perkins
828-371-2277 - 828-332-0475
proservicessifyahoo.com

Commercial Residential

VERITAGE

HGD |

: 1}{.1{: E '._}(\(‘\L "

Specializing in
Custom Garage Doors & Automatic Openers
Installation ¢ Service * Repair

828-369-5014
Owner: Steve Raby ¢ 7290 Highlands Rd ¢ Franklin

R

(MAIN STREET NURSERY
HIGHLANDS, NC

Mon.-Fri. 8a to 5p
(Across from the Post Office)
135 Franklin Road
828-526-3956

Weather is intensifying. The grid is overloaded
Cyber-attacks are happemng |

Trusted Protection from Unpredictable Threats

Power outages can occur anywhere and at any time. With intense weather and acts of cyberterrorism constantly threatening a deteriorating
and overloaded infrastructure, our nation’s power grid is more susceptible to frequent and prolonged power outages than ever before. Generac
works hard every day to design and manufacture affordable home standby generators that provide power to your home until utility service is

restored.

Call today for a FREE in-home assessment.

GENERAC
—_—— ]

Allan Dearth and Sons

OU CONTROL

ANDBY GENERATORS

Sales (828) 526-9325
Service (828) 526-9325
Website adsemergencypower.com

11259 Buck Creek Road, Highlands, NC 28741
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..EXCEEDS continued from page 1

high in comparison to other
schools across the state. We are
very proud of what they have
been able to do.”

Highlands School Principal
Brian Jetter said the scores on
the state tests last year were very
good which is a testament to the
work Highlands School teachers
do every day in every classroom.

“We are always striving to
do better on the tests. I continue
to be very proud that our school
consistently “exceeds growth.”
That means that our students
continue to intellectually grow
more each year than the state ex-
pects,” he said.

Only 29.6% of schools in
North Carolina exceeded growth
and Highlands was of them — the
only one in the county.

Only 37.6% of schools in
the state received a “B” and High-
lands was one of them. Letter
grades are A through E The low-
est grade for a high school in Ma-
con County was a C — Nantahala,
but it still met expected growth
as did Franklin High School and
Macon Early College. The only
high school in Macon County to
get an “A” was Macon Early Col-
lege — only 20.1% of the state’s
high schools got an “A.”

Principal Jetter said the letter
grades don’t tell the whole story.

“For us to get an ‘A’ it would
take the state to give more weight

of-Course and End-of-Grade test

to the growth score. Right now,
‘Growth’ is only counted as 20%
of the final score. Achievement
(the result of that one score on the
day of testing) is counted 80%. I
believe that ‘Growth’ should be
counted at least at 50% of the to-
tal score. If it were, I believe we
would be an A’ school.

“Why do I think ‘growth’
should be given more weight?
Because it is the most important
thing a school does: it ‘grows’ a
student’s intellectual ability from
what it is when the student comes
into the school, until the student
graduates,” he said.

Not all the figures for classifi-
cations are in from the NC Dept.
of Public Instruction — specifically
grade level scores at each school,
what each individual class did
and what each individual teachet’s
growth was but based on the pre-
liminary accountability ~growth
report the Macon County School
system is doing well.

There are 115 school districts
in North Carolina and Macon
County, based on Average Daily
Membership, is the 71st largest in
the state with 4,573 students as of
Sept. 24. Highlands has 388 stu-
dents enrolled up from 370 the
first day of school August 26. In
the 2018-19 school year the total
was 341 students.

Macon County Schools” End-

grades ate steadily improving with
the system ranking 32nd in the
state — up from 2017-"18 at 30th,
2016-17 at 38th, and 2015-’14 at
46th.

End-of-Course ~ combined
scores (Reading and Math) for
grades 9-12 ranked 21Ist in the
state up from 47th in 2017-’18
and 61st in 2016-"17.

“We saw a lot of growth in
EOC combined scores grade-
wide,” said Baldwin. “We rank
32nd in all test scores combined in
EOCs and EOGs with the stron-
gest in Math 1. Macon Early Col-
lege was the highest in the state,”
said Baldwin.

End-of-Course test and End-
of-Grade tests are given 3rd grade
through 12th grade.

Baldwin said even in the sub-
group breakdown — white, eco-
nomically disadvantaged, students
with disabilities, Hispanic, those
of two or more races — all either
exceeded or met growth.

“Number-wise there aren’t
very many students in Ma-
con County who did not meet
growth,” said Baldwin. “We score
consistently high compared to
other schools in state.”

Finally, Macon  County
Schools graduation percentage
outpaces the state. Macon Coun-
ty’s graduation rate is 93.3% and
the state’s is 86.5%.

— Kim Lewicki

INTO

4 == 50 OR. MORE UNITS OF BOTOX
3 >> OBAGI NU DERM SYSTEM

..RENTALS continued from page 13

latly as it relates to the number of
bathrooms, a cap on the number
of times a home can be rented,
should a responsible party be in
the vicinity in case something
goes wrong?

Something did go wrong
recently when an inebriated
renter knocked on the door of
the wrong house during the wee
hours of the morning demanding
entrance. The police were called,
and an arrest was made. This inci-
dent brought the question of the
town’s ability to intervene to the
forefront.

“A lot of people do a good
job. Realtors who do vacation
rentals make sure these issues are
addressed,” said Taylor.

Town  Planner  Michael
Mathis said municipalities are
addressing the issue in different
ways for different reasons and
suggested the town move before
the state legislature passes anoth-
er bill.

“If we don’t have what we
want in place, we will be stuck
with what the state wants to do.
The town isn’t against short-term
rentals, it just wants to have some
control to preserve the sanctity
and safety of our community.”

Town Manager Josh Ward
said the town isn’t trying to pro-
hibit the industry, but since the
state is leaning toward keeping
municipalities from regulating it,
Highlands must move quickly.

The recent amendments
have made municipal allowances
murky but he suggested the regis-
tration of homes, the address, re-
sponsible party information, the
posting of house and town rules
regarding garbage pickup, emer-
gency contact information, inside
the house.

Several people spoke to the
issue Thursday night.

Tucker Chambers of Cham-
bers Realty & Vacation Rentals
said from his long-time expeti-
ence in vacation rentals, he has
had few problems. He said his
rules and requirements are out-
lined.

“If there is a problem, I'm
there. So yes, you need someone
responsible nearby,” he said.

He said he would like to see
units registered and more than
anything else, he wants the town,
not just the visitor center, getting
room tax proceeds. In addition,
he wants to make sure the room

o See RENTALS page 17

on our entire inventory of genuinely
hand woven oriental rugs. e

Thousand of antique and contemporary

pieces from around the world

SEPTEMBER SPECIAL

25% off all cleaning and repairs h’ .
The name that you have trusted for the last 34 years.

=

ORIENTAL RUGE GALLERY

e R

828-526-5759

MAIN STREET = OAK SQUARE IN HIGHLANDS
WWW.SHIRAZRUGGALLERIES.COM

|Qwr eatire invenlory of thowusands of antigue & contemporary rugs from
Paraia, China, Pakistan, Indic & Tirrkoy (8 now availalibe,
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“Buyers decide in the first 8
seconds if they’re interested in buy-
ing a bome, so quit talking, get out
of your car, walk in their shoes,
and see what they see in the first 8
seconds...”

—Barbara Corcoran

very so often I have to 8
check myself about the
language I use when

speaking to Buyers and Sell-

Realtor-Speak!
%1

“This one won’t last

long:” We picked this line up
| from the used car industry,
deriving its origin is from the
Latin phrase “this car is a real
cream puff” Be sure to ask
your Broker how long a propet-
ty you're interested in has been
on the market. Don’t be fooled
by the Zillow, realtor.com, or
Trulia numbers, because the

ers about properties. No mat-  pat Gleeson, Owner, BIC PrOPErty may have been listed,
ter what Business you're in, its  White Oak Realty Group re-listed, and re-re-listed several

easy to get lost in the weeds of
the industry-lingo that prevails
and often becomes confusing to a cus-
tomer. All you have to do is look around at
today’s culture. Ever read a text exchange
between middle schoolers? If you can de-
cipher the acronyms, abbreviations, and
double entendre from that conversation,
you’re a genius!

So, I thought it might be fun to break
down a few Realtor lines that we see, hear,
read, and yes (say)... that get lost in transla-
tion:

828-782-0472

times. It’s perfectly appropriate
for you to say, “Why hasn’t this
sold?” A Broker will have a good answer
based upon data about the market and the
specific property.

“Needs some Work:” This phrase
means it’s anything from 3rd world hous-
ing, to a total tear-down, or it’s a money-pit.
Sometimes called “a Renovatot’s Dream,” it
could be good news or bad news. The take-
away here is this...talk with your Broker
about the realities of renovation costs here

o See INVESTING page 19

MLS# 89541 | $385,000

BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY

HomeServices

Meadows Mountain Realty

HIGHLANDS Build your dream home on this 6+7‘=~ A

acre near level lot with huge 270 degree long range
mountain views! Excellent estate home site with both
privacy and convenience. Inside gated community of Wild-
cat Cliffs Country Club (membership NOT required).
Water hookup is available through Wildcat Ridge.

b

MeadowsMountainRealty.com
828.526.1717

HIGHLANDS:
488 Main Street and
2334 Cashiers Road

CASHIERS: 132 Highway 107 South
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JOHN SHEEHAN

BROKER

CELL: 404-790-9716 | OFFICE: 828-526-4663
JOHN@LANDMARKRG.COM

LANDMARK

REAL ESTARE SALES & VACATION BENTALS
)

ol i d

HIGHLANDS
SMOKEHOUSE

KITCHEN

BBQ BAR

AND THEN THERE IS

SUNDAY!

SMOKEHOUSE FRIED CHICKEN or
GLAZED PINEAPPLE HAM ALONG WITH
2 PROUD SIDES, SMASHED POTATOES &
PIMENTO CHEESE DROP BISCUITS! $16

ENJOY A MIMOSA, A BLOODY MARY,
OR CRAFT COCKTAIL & BEER WITH YOUR MEAL

OF COURSE! OUR REGULAR MENU IS
ALWAYS READY FROM THE PIT & KITCHEN TOO

\WE ARE HIGHLANDS SMOKEHOUSE

WHERE HIGHLANDS EATS ON

SUNDAY WITH FAMILY open 11-7

595 FRANKLIN ROAD HIGHLANDS, NC 28741
828.526.3554 FOLLOW US ON
FACEBOOK & INSTAGRAM PEACE FROM THE PIT™
OPEN DAILY EXCEPT TUESDAY
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e HigHL.ANDS AREA EVENTS @

Thurs., Sept. 26

* Crawford Senior Center will
start an 8-week Matter of Balance,
a program to address fear of falling
and teach fall prevention strategies,
on September 26,2019 at |pm. For
more information about services at
the Crawford Senior Services Cen-
ter, please call (828) 349-2058.

Fri., Sept. 27

* Please join us on Friday at | |
am in the Hudson Library Meeting
Room for “Updates on Legislation in
the NC House” with Mayor Patrick
Taylor and guest speaker State Rep-
resentative Kevin Corbin.

* H-C Land Trust Satulah-bra-
tion free guided hike to Satulah [0a
to 2p. Meet at K-H Founders Park.
Bring lunch and water.. No reserva-
tions needed.

* Live music at Town Square
from 6-8 p.m. Silly Ridge Roundup

Sat. Sept. 28

* H-C Land Trust Satulah-
bration 2019 Chili Cookoff at K-H
Founders Park |-4 p.m.$10 to taste
and judge. Beer and treats for pur-
chase.

* The Nantahala Hiking Club
will host an easy 2-mile FAMILY
HIKE to Winding Stair Gap on the

Appalachian Trail to Moore Creek
Camp, passing a lovely waterfall
along the way and hopping over
the creek. Meet at Westgate Plaza
in Franklin at 10 a.m., drive 22 miles
round trip. Call leader Katharine
Brown, 421-4178, for reservations.
Visitors welcome.

* The Nantahala Hiking Club
will take a moderate-to-strenuous
7.5 mile hike from Sweat Heifer to
Kephart Prong in the Smoky Mtn.
Nat'l. Park. Car shuttle is needed.
Limit |5 people.Total Hike Distance:
7.5 miles. Call leader Keith Patton,
456-8895, for reservations.

* The Nantahala Hiking Club
will take a moderate 4-mile hike,
elevation change 100 ft, to Lower
Whitewater Falls, viewing the falls
from a platform that is several miles
below the upper falls.Views of Lake
Jocassee can be seen along the way.
Meet at Cashiers Recreation Park
at 10 a.m., drive 22 miles round trip.
Call leaders: Mike and Sue Kettles,
743-1079, for reservations. Visitors
welcome.

* The Nantahala Hiking Club
will take a strenuous 9-mile hike,
elevation change 1700 ft., from Wild
Woman Picnic area to Pinnacle

AT CAROLINA WAY

STOREWIDE SALE
20%-40% OFF

(including Lamp Shades)
Lighting
Lamp Shades
« Pottery

e Rugs
o Pillows

828-526-2665 « 442 Carolina Way

Knob off the Georgia Bartram Trail,
starting at VWWarwoman Dell, passing
two waterfalls along the way, then
a steep climb up to Pinnacle Knob
that overlooks Clayton, GA. Meet at
Smoky Mtn.Visitor Center at 9 a.m,
drive 40 miles round trip. Call leader:
Chris Federico, 772-233-7277, for
reservations.Able visitors welcome.

* The Nantahala Hiking Club
will take an easy 1.5 mile hike, eleva-
tion change 200 ft., to view 80 foot
high Rufus Morgan Falls, named for
the Nantahala Hiking Club founder.
Hike involves two stream crossings.
Meet at Westgate Plaza in Franklin
at 10 a.m,, drive 24 miles round trip.
Call leader Kathy Ratcliff, 526-6480,
for reservations.Visitors welcome.

Sun. Sept. 29

* 5th Sunday Singing and Din-
ner at Blue Valley Baptist Church at
10 a.m.Signing by William Young and
the Ridgemen. For more information
call Pastor Oliver Rice at 706-782-
3965.

* The Rabun Gap-Nacoochee
School Gap Singers will be singing
during the | lam worship service at
Highlands First Presbyterian Church.
The group is conducted by Allegra
Boggess. Everyone is cordially invit-
ed to attend the service.The church
is located at the corner of Main and
Fifth Streets. Handicapped accessible

entrances are located on Church
Street and on Fifth Street.

Thurs.,Oct.3

* BINGO Night for Highlands
Wreaths Across America is 6:30-
8:30 p.m. at Highlands Community
Building.

Sat. Oct.5

* The Highlands Nature Center
will feature Jason Love, Author and
Associate Director of Highlands Bio-
logical Station, as he reads from his
new children’s book Shady Streams,
Slippery Salamanders and leads an
exploration of the Botanical Gar-
den’s streams to look for our am-
phibian friends. from 2-4 p.m.All are
welcome Copies of Shady Stream,
Slippery Salamanders will be avail-
able for purchase. For more informa-
tion please call the Highlands Nature
Center at (828) 526-2623.

* The Nantahala Hiking Club
will take a moderate 4-mile hike to
Rabun Bald, starting at Beegum gap
on the Georgia Bartram Trail to as-
cend the second highest mountain
in GA (4,696), elevation change 700
ft. Great views of the area from the
platform atop the mtn. Meet at the
Smoky Mtn.Visitor Center at 10 a.m.
Drive 40 miles round trip. Call leader
Gail Lehman, 524-5298, for reserva-
tions.Visitors welcome.

Sun. Oct. 6

* Homecoming at Blue Valley
Baptist Church at 10 a.m. Singing
by Anitia Coggins and Heartstrings.
For more information, call Pastor
Oliver Rice at 706-782-3965.

* Join the Highlands Biological
Foundation for a Cajun celebra-
tion on Sunday at Highlands on the
Half-Shell in the meadow behind
the Nature Center.The fun starts at
4:00pm on October 6 and will last
until dark. Come dressed in your
favorite “Cajun casual.” Tickets are
$100 for members and $125 for
non-members. To purchase tickets,
visit  www.highlandsbiological.org
or call 828-526-2221.

Fri.,Oct. I |

* Highlands author Lee Ly-
ons will present an author talk and
booksigning of her novel “Southern
Shamrock” at The Hudson Librdary
at 3:30 p.m. Light refreshments will
be served.

Sat. Oct. 12

* The prestigious Amernet
String Quartet, in residence at
Florida International University, will
present a public concert on Satur-
day evening at 5 PM in Highlands at
the Presbyterian Church. Saturday’s
concert is free and open to the
public. Call 828-526-9060.

rm Sunday at First Pres.

‘Gap Singers’ to perfo

14 ‘.l:_;, il |

The Rabun Gap-Nacoochee School Gap Singers will be singing during the | lam worship service at Highlands
First Presbyterian Church on Sunday, September 29.The group is conducted by Allegra Boggess. Everyone is
cordially invited to attend the service. The church is located at the corner of Main and Fifth Streets. Handi-
capped accessible entrances are located on Church Street and on Fifth Street.
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tax is being paid by homeowners.

He also suggested people
be fined if they don’t register
their rental units, however, it’s
likely this and registration is not
allowed according to the recent
amendments to the law.

David Bee of Highlands
Vacation Rentals also said a re-
sponsible party in the vicinity is
necessary.

Jerry Moore, an individual
homeowner spoke highly of
AirBnB and said he uses it to rent
his home, because it does it all,
including collecting and paying
the taxes.

He suggested the town
move cautiously concerning reg-
ulations.

“There are 300 to 500
homes in the Highlands Town-
ship that are vacation rentals
cither through VRBO, AirBnB
or through a vacation rental
agency in town. If each home
is rented two times a month for
12 months a year, that amounts
to 7,200 rentals, and a minimum
of 15,000 people who contribute
9.75% to room tax as well as the
sales tax generated from put-
chases and meals.

“l like to say short-term
renters come, stay, play, spend
money and they leave. You don’t
have to build new hospitals, new
schools, hire more firefighters
or police to take care of them
because we have the same num-
ber of homes. It’s just different
people who come in and spend
money. The infrastructure you
have to build is less than if you
built developments where people
were living year-round. Short-
term visitors are a good thing for
us,” he said.

As far as problems go, he
said they are minimal.

“If we have that many peo-
ple staying here and we have half
a dozen problems a year, I don’t
think it’s a bad thing, Not to say
that we can’t have some regula-
tion, but I would move cau-
tiously,” he said. “These are our
property rights, too.”

He said in his experience,
AirBnB reviews the people who
stay in the homes and the renters
review the homes.

“They verify those people
and vet their customers,” he said.

“Most people just have one home.
They look at it as, ‘I made this in-
vestment, | live in Atlanta and 1
can come up and use it a couple
times a month and I can rent it
out a couple times a month.” They
care about their home; they are
very careful who they rent it to.”

Lila Howell noted that all the
people who spoke had a financial
interest in renting homes on a
short-term basis.

“Please keep in mind the
residents of these neighborhoods
these rentals are in. Remember
they are zoned residential. That’s
one reason we buy in residential
areas. Please protect our rights as
well,” she said.

Commissioner John Dot-
son said he is a big proponent
of property rights and felt a lot
of concerns expressed Thursday
night weren’t necessarily areas in
which a municipality needs to in-
volve itself.

“For example, whether the
septic system fails. I am really
concerned that this may turn into
a knee-jerk situation. I have no
doubt there have been an issue
or two in areas. Knocking on the
wrong door or a party house. But
the folks who do this for a living
are very cognizant of the people
who are in their houses.”

In addition, he said there are

ratings on both ends. The guests
are rated and guests rate the place
in which they stay.

“A lot of this is self-policing
and if I had a party house next
door, I would have no qualms in
calling the police and having it shut
down. We have noise ordinances,
we have parking ordinances we
have alot of things already in place
that take care of some of the con-
cerns expressed tonight,” he said.
“I'm not saying we don’t need to
consider everything we heard to-
night, but there is an availability
of cures already in place if people
avail themselves to them includ-
ing restrictive covenants in some
neighborhoods.”

Commissioner Amy Patter-
son disagreed.

“Yes, there is the protection
of property rights, but there are
rights of the neighbors, too. One
reason we have ordinances — what
is allowed in R2, like home occu-
pations and bed and breakfasts but
not in R1 — is to protect the am-
biance of a neighborhood. That’s
why people go to these neighbor-
hoods, that’s why they come here.

“One of the reasons you have
ordinances and governments is to
keep citizens from having to fight
with their neighbors ... so you
don’t have to beat on the door
and tell them to shut up because
there are ordinances in place. The

R—"

Free wine bar opens at 7 p.m.

Show starts at 8 p.m.
Donation: $100 tax deductible.

Tickets available at The Playhouse,
Dr. Baker’s office on South Street and the
Highlands United Methodist Church.
Call 828-200-0902
For more information or tickets

Bolivian
Mission
‘All Male Beauty
Pageant’
Fundraiser
at Highlands
Playhouse
Monday, Oct. 7
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registration aspect and limiting the
number of people just makes them
realize they don’t get carte blanche.
Yeah, you own it, but you don’t get
carte blanche because you atre in a
neighborhood.

“I actually think that yes, indi-
viduals can do what they want with
their property within the limits of
what the community has said is
acceptable in that area. When you
have absentee owners, we have to
anticipate both the good and the
bad on both ends of the spectrum.
Thete are responsible folks but ir-
responsible folks, too. Unfortu-
nately, ordinances prevent the low-
est common denominator from
happening. Responsible people
already do what we want them to
do. It’s the irresponsible people we
have to curtail. We can’t do it after
the fact. We have to do it up front.
And I don’t want the police to con-
stantly have to tell party houses to
shut down.”

Patterson said regulations are
only for those who don’t abide,
“but if you don’t have regulations
then they don’t have to do any-
thing; I think it is important how
many people flush the toilet and

o See RENTALS page 18
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Have you seen
The Fry Wall 7. ek

Utensils!

The Dry Sink  Main Street  Highlands, NC

Drive customers to your
business.To advertise email
highlandseditor@aol.com

HIGHLANDS HISTORIC VILLAGE

WALK THROUGH
HIGHLANDS HISTORY

“AS BFEN pL"(‘ -
% NATIONAL >
REGISTER
OF HISTORIC

MAJOR EXHIBITS:

e Prince House Circa 1877
e Museum - 4,000 Artifacts

=
PLACES « Old Jail - 1918

BY THE «;‘

S DEPA 1 .muf"“

e Lapham Tent House 1908

MEMORIAL WEEKEND

THROUGH OCTOBER

ADMITTANCE

www.highlandshistory.com

524 N. 4th Street | 828-787-1050
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Proverbs 3:5

Ode to
October

Highlands United
Methodist Church

Sometimes the heat of life is hard,
and sweat forms on the brow.
At times the weight is hard to bear.
Child, listen to me now.

For fevered brows and crippling fears
come with the lives we lead.
And sometimes in life we fight and fail.
Life cuts us, and we bleed.

Our lives are shaped by seasons,
and seasons come and go.
Some seasons send us sun and rain,
others, storms and snow.

Like fading sands in the hour glass
the seasons mark our days.
We learn and grow and make mistakes
and somehow find our way.

October brings a lesson

to remind us once again
that letting go can pave the way

for new stories to begin.

And just as leaves turn red and gold
before trees let them go,
October soon reminds us

of a truth we need to know.

We need to know that life is best
when held with looser grip.
And well-aged wine is best enjoyed
not by gulp, but sip.

October sings a vibrant song
of beauty, change and hue.
So come, October, welcome!
We’ve been expecting you.

.RENTALS from page 17

what flows into the next person’s yard. It’s important how
many people are allowed in a residence.”

Commissioner Brian Stiehler agreed.
“There are safety issues in neighborhoods to consider.

Yes, property rights matter, but zoning, and rules and regu-
lations keep neighbors in check.”

e Pl AacES TO WORSHp e John3:16

Hwy 107N. * Glenville, NC « 743-2729 « Nathan Johnson
Sunday: School 9:45a,Worship | la & 7p, Bible Study 6p
Wed. Kidsquest 6p.;Worship 7p.
HIGHLANDS ASSEMBLY OF GOD
Randy Reed, Pastor828-421-9172 « 165 S. Sixth Street
Sundays:Worship:| |
HIGHLANDS CENTRAL BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Dan Robinson
670 N. 4th Street (next to the Highlands Civic Center)
Sun.: Bible Study 10a; Morning Worship 10:45a., Evening
Worship, 6p.VWednesday: Prayer Service, 6:30 p.
HIGHLANDS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Pastor Randy Lucas 526-3376
Sun: School 9:45a.;Worship 9:09,10:50.;Youth 5:30 p.
Wed: Supper: 5:15; youth, & adults activities: 6; Handbell
rehearsal, 6:15; Choir Rehearsal 7. (nursery provided ); 7pm
Intercessory Prayer Ministry
HOLY FAMILY LUTHERAN CHURCH: ELCA
Chaplain Margaret Howell » 2152 Dillard Road ¢ 526-9741
Sun: School and Adult discussion group 9:30 a.m.;
Worship/Communion:10:30
HEALING SERVICE on the 5th Sunday of the month.
MACEDONIA BAPTIST CHURCH
8 miles south of Highlands on N.C.28 S in Satolah
Pastor Zane Talley
Sundays: School:10 a.m.;Worship:1 |, Choir:6 p.m.
Wed: Bible Study and Youth Mtg.:7 p.m.
MOUNTAIN SYNAGOGUE
at St. Cyprian’s Episcopal Church, Franklin ¢ 828-524-9463
MOUNTAIN BIBLE CHURCH
743-2583 « Independent Bible Church
Sun:10:30 a.m. at Big Ridge Baptist Church,
4224 Big Ridge Road (4.5 miles from NC 107)
Weds: Bible Study 6:30 p.m.;Youth Group 6 p.m.
OUR LADY OF THE MOUNTAINS
CATHOLIC CHURCH
Rev. Jason K. Barone — 526-2418
Mass: Sun: | | a.m.; Sat.at 4p
SCALY MOUNTAIN BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Marty Kilby
Sundays: School —10 a.m.;Worship —I | am.& 7
Wednesdays: Prayer Mtg.:7 p.m.
SCALY MOUNTAIN CHURCH OF GOD
290 Buck Knob Road; Pastor Donald G. Bates * 526-3212
Sun.: School: 10 a.m.;Worship:10:45 a.m.;Worship: 6 p.m.
SHORTOFF BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Rev.Andy Cloer
Sundays: School: 10 a.m.;Worship:1 | a.m.
Wednesdays: Prayer & Bible Study:6 p.m.
COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH OF SKY VALLEY
706.746.3144+ 696 Sky Valley Way #447, Pastor Gary Hewins
Worship: Sun. 9 a.m., with Holy Communion the |st & 3rd
Sun.;Tues: Community Supper 5:30 followed by Bible Study.
THE CHURCH OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD
1448 Highway 107 South, Office: 743-2359 * Rev. Rob Wood
June-Sept: Sunday Services: Rite |, 8a, Rite II, 9:15 & | la
Nursery available for Rite Il services
Sept 6-Oct 25-Informal Evening Eucharist-5:30 p.m.
Thursday: Noon Healing Service with Eucharist.
UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST FELLOWSHIP
85 Sierra Drive, Franklin ¢ uufranklin.org
Sunday Worship - || am.
WHITESIDE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Rev. Sam Forrester/Cashiers
Sunday School:10 am,Worship Service:I | am

BLUEVALLEY BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Oliver Rice, Pastor (706) 782-3965
Sundays: School: 10 a.m.,Worship:| |
Sunday night services every 2nd & 4th Sunday at 7
Wednesdays: Mid-week prayer meeting:7 p.m.
BUCK CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH
828-269-3546 ¢ Rev. Jamie Passmore, Pastor
Sundays: School:10 a.m.;Worship:1 |
CHAPEL OF THE SKY
Sky Valley, GA « 706-746-2999
Sundays: 10 a.m.:Worship
Holy Communion Ist & 3rd Sundays
Church in the Wildwood
Horsecove Road * 1-828-506-0125
Hymn singing Sundays through Labor Day VWeekend
7-8 p.m.
CHRIST ANGLICAN CHURCH
Rector: Jim Murphy, 252-671-401 |
464 US Hwy 64 east, Cashiers
8:30a Early Service; 9:30a Sunday School; 10:30a Worship
Service; Mon. 6p Bible Study & Supper in homes
CHRIST CHURCH OF THE VALLEY, CASHIERS
Pastor Brent Metcalf * 743-5470
Sun.10:45am, S.S 9:30am.VVed. 6pm supper and teaching.
Tues. Guys study 8am, Gals |0am.
CHRISTIAN SCIENCE CHURCH
283 Spring Street - Sunday Service: | | a.m.
Testimony meeting: 3rd Wednesday at 5 p.m.
CLEAR CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Jim Kinard
Sundays: School: 10 a.m.;Worship:I la.m.
I'st & 3rd Sunday night Service: 7.p.m.
Wednesdays —Supper at 6 p.m.
COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH
www.cbchighlands.com ¢ 526-4685
3645 Cashiers Rd, Highlands, NC « Sr. Pastor Gary Hewins
Sun.: 9:30am: Sunday School | 0:30am: Middle & High School;
10:45am: Child. Program, | 0: 45am:Worship Service
Wed.: 5pm Dinner ($7 adult, $2 child), 6pm CBC U.
EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF THE INCARNATION
Rev.W. Bentley Manning * 526-2968
Monday-Friday: Morning Prayer at 8:15a. Sundays: 8 am
Holy Eucharist Rite I;9 am Sunday School; 10:30 am Holy
Eucharist Rite II. Childcare available at 10:30
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH HIGHLANDS
828-526-4153 « www.fbchighlands.org
Dr. Mark Ford, Pastore 220 Main Street, Highlands
Sun.:Worship 10:45 am; Sun.: Bible Study 9:30 am
Wed.: Men’s Bible Study 8:30 am; Prayer Mtg 6:15 pm;
Choir 5p
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Curtis Fussell & Emily Wilmarth, pastors
526-3175 « fpchighlands.org
Sun.:Worship 8:30a Adult Ed.: 9:30a.m.;Worship | | a.m.
Mondays: Men’s Prayer Group & Breakfast 8 a.m.
Wed.:Choir:6p
GOLDMINE BAPTIST CHURCH
(Off Franklin/Highlands Rd)

Sunday School:10 am,Worship Service:| | am
GRACE COMMUNITY CHURCH OF CASHIERS
Non-Denominational-Contemporary Worship
242 Hwy 107N, 1/4 miles from Crossroads in Cashiers
www.gracecashiers.com ¢ Pastor Steve Doerter: 743-9814
Services: Sundays 10am - Wed. - 7pm; Dinner - Wed. 6pm
HAMBURG BAPTIST CHURCH

The Town Board agreed to send the issue to the Land
o See RENTALS page 19
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Highlands Police entries from Sept.
4. Only the names of persons arrested,
issued a Class-3 misdemeanor or public
officials have been used.

Sept. 4

¢ At 9 a.m., decorative items valued at
about $40 were reported taken from a stor-
age container at Spartina on Main Street.

¢ At |1:45 a.m., officers received a call
about a breaking & enterings and burglary at
The Playhouse where about $2,000 worth of
electronic equipment, gift cards, cash, posters
and other items were taken.

* At 2 p.m,, officers received a call about
a motor vehicle being broken into at the rear
parking lot at 372 Oak Street where numer-
ous tools with a total valye of about $500
were taken.

Sept. 5

* At 10:17 a.m,, Dustin Hein, 33 was ar-
rested for breaking & entering and possession
of stolen goods. He was issued a $15,000 se-
cured bond. His trial date was Sept. 24.

Sept. 6

* At 3 p.m,, Fibber McGee’s Closet re-
ported clothing items valued at $500 taken
from the outdoor collection bins.

Sept. 7

* At 4 p.m., Fressers Eatery reported
items valued at $80 taken from the business.

Sept. I |

* At 10:29 p.m., a 70-year-old female was
found deceased in her home on Cherokke
Drive.

Sept. 12

» At 4:45 p.m,, officers responded to a
2-vehicle accident on NC 106 and Munger
Road.

Sept. 14

* At 8:35 a.m,, offices responded to a one-
vehicle accident on US 64 west at Raoul Road.

The Highlands Fire & Rescue log
from Sept. 13.

Sept. 13

* At 12:52 p.m,, the dept. was first-re-
sponders to a residence on Memorial Park
Drive.

* At 3:52 p.m,, the dept. responded to a
fire alarm at a residence on Satulah Road.

* At 9:56 p.m., the dept. was first-respond-
ers to a residence on NC 28 south.

Sept. 14

* At |:2] p.m,, the dept. provided public
assistance to someone on US 64 west.

* At 5:44 p.m. the dept. was first-respond-
ers to a residcne on Cheyenne Drive.

* At 457 p.m., the dept. provided mutual
aid to the Scaly FD.

Sept. 15

* At 5:49 p.m,, the dept. provied mutual aid
to the Cashiers FD.

* At 10:10 p.m., the dept. responded to a
fire alarm at a residcne on Half Mile Drive.

Sept. 16

* At 7 p.m,, the dept. responded to the call
of a gas leak at a resicend on US 64 west.

..RENTALS continued from page 18

Use Committee and invited all parties to
the table — private homeowners who rent
out a house or two and companies like
Highlands Vacation Rentals and Chamber
Realty & Vacation Rentals — to discuss what
and how much the town should and can do.

The Land Use Committee will send its
report to the Planning Board and if land

use ordinances are drafted or amended, they
will go to the Town Board that will discuss
them and call a Public Hearing before any-
thing is enacted.
“We have a lot of work to do,” said the
Mayor.
— Kim Lewicki

Hair * Nails *» Waxing ¢ Tanning * Facials
Massages * Eyelash Extensions
Walk-ins Welcome!

Owner/Stylist: Lacy Jane Villardo
Stylists: Heahter Escandon
Maggie Barden, Bri Field, Desiray Schmitt
and Cali Smolarsky
Nail Tech: Jenna Schmitt
Massage Therapist: Brenda Lopez

Upstairs and Across the Walkway at
“Falls on Main” Highlands
Open at 9a Tues.-Sat. * 828-526-3939

W=
w2
Market
natural products for your
Juice B:-]I't !
Open Mon.-Sat. 9a to 5p

sWhole
VS
Matural Prosxducts Store
Mind, Body & Home.
Organic Fresh Juices & Smoothies
526-5999

N
| Life
Carrying a wide variety of
Open Mon.-Sat. 9a to 5:30p
and Salads “On the Go!”
Located at 680 N. 4th. St., Highlands

Highlands Newspaper - Thurs. Sept, 26,2019 - 828-200-1371 - Page 19

.INVESTING continued from page 15

in the mountains which is mind-bogglingly
different from where you live. Highlands and
Cashiers have some excellent General Con-
tractors, but most of the “subs” (the electri-
cians, tile guys, and framers) come here from
“off the mountain.” Building Materials are
readily available (God Bless Reeves Hard-
ware and Jennings), but many specialized
materials come from elsewhere. If youre
accustomed to renovating and building for
$200-$250 per square foot in your town, get
ready for sticker shock!

“I think we should make a low-ball
Offer:” If you hear this from a Broker,
please run and hide! If you say this to a Bro-
ker, please don’t waste their time. It’s long
been said “the market drives the market”,
and it’s true. The crash of 2008-2010 is long
gone, and we have a robust real estate cli-
mate (not to mention our climate-climate).
Demand is high. To define our market, ask

yourself this simple and profound ques-
tion... “who wouldn’t want to live here?”
If you want some data, here goes. Proper-
ties that ate fairly priced, well located, and
kept up...are selling at a 93%-96% of ask-
ing price (depending upon price range), so I
recommend losing the low-ball strategy.

If T can wax seriously for a minute,
we have 288 Licensed Brokers here on the
Highlands-Cashiers Plateau. If you throw
a rock in a restaurant you’ll hit one. All of
us are bound by the North Carolina Real
Estate Commission’s standards of excel-
lence. We are governed by a strict code of
ethics as defined by the Highlands-Cashiers
MLS. Our language (written, spoken, and
inferred) really counts, and we take it seri-
ously. Go ahead, call one of the 288 “good
guys,” take heed to what they say, and have
some fun as you seck an answer the ques-
tion “who wouldn’t want to live here?”

{{/\_?
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Highlands Pedamliii'.ﬂ-;t; Center

R L LR R R e

507 Chestnut Street, Highlands NC

Tickets available online: www.highlandspac.org or by calling 828.526.9047

Shear Elevations

225 Spring Street ¢ Highlands
828-526-9477

Owner/Stylist: Lisa L. Shearon
Stylist: Kristi Stockton
Stylist/Nail Tech: Kassie Vinson

COREY JAMES GALLERY

& Estate Consignments
Open Everyday!

%

828) 526-4818
On the corner of 3rd & Spring
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Larry Houston
Rock Work

Wallso Fireplaces e Patios e Piers
All Rock Work e Stucco

(828) 526-4138 or (828) 200-3551

Hometown Cedar Roof Cleaning

e Certified * Softwash process
¢ Eradicate infestations

JUST TALK TO ME

| am 74. | am Pain-Free.

Are Youz CBD HEALS

VIVA WELLNESS

26-156

110 mins./ $25

FAR INFRARED
AUNAQGLAPSULE
HYDROMASSAGE
PA 2CAPSULE

WHOLE BODY
VIBRATION

5 Cottage Row ¢ U.S. 64 East

¢ Rehydrate shakes ¢ Extend roof life
FREE ESTIMATE
Call or email for a FREE Eagleview
4 report of your roof including pictures
and measurements.

Loma Linda

O 0%
°® Farm &°
Dog Boarding * Day Care
Pastoral Park
in Home and Leash Free =
Lodging in the lap of luxury |

(828) 421-7922
Highlands NC
lomalindafarm@gmail.com
www.lomalindafarm.com

NC License #10978

STEVE CONNOR
DRAFTING, INC.

CAD Architectural Drafting + Design

Renovations
Additions

Kitchen remodel
Bath remodel
Electrical layout
Whole house plans

Steve Connor

828-342-2884
SCDraftingl@gmail.com

DOUGLAS TANK
GENERAL CONTRACTOR

New Home Construction*RemodelingsLicensed & Insured

Serving Highlands since 1983
Referrals available.
828-526-9450
drtank43@hotmail.com
PO Box 2014 « Highlands, NC 28741

Rachel|BYKelleyJPME NP> B(‘
’ARNPZL-IBoard(Certified -

s/Mental Health

Positive Wellness|

RIOS

“/Painting

Fully Insured ¢ 706-982-0864

e Interior
» Exterior
o Pressure Washing
« Drywall Repair
» Window Cleaning
« Gutter Cleaning
o Deck Repair

riospainting0864@gmail.com
Find us on FaceBook
Owner Elias Rios

SlNGLEv LAy DESIGNS
: INSPIRED By NATURE
SUI GENERIS ‘
FALLS, FURNISHINGS, FOLLIES, FAIRIES, FLOWERS
ONE OF A KIND EVERY TIME
DESIGNER ARTISANS
Cyn LAY AND ALAN SINGLEY
828-526-5981 DR 888-706-4551

%/&'nda/ %Wéew

CABINETS KITCHEN & BATH DESIGN

HIGHLANDS
ATLANTA
ST. SIMONS
FLORIDA

MELINDABARBER@YAHOO.COM

Award Winning Eco-Friendly Interior Design

e
—
——

"
Dornbush

design studio

828-526-0031 ¢ barb@dornbushdesign.com

www.dornbushdesign.com

5 new log cabins
estled in the hemlocks

of Whiteside
Mountain.

800- 805-3558 828-526-2222




Ryan M. Bears

Broker

Cell: 803-271-5426
Office: 828-526-8784
Ryan@patallenrealtygroup.com

But Allon

REALTY GROUP
Pat Allen, Broker in Charge

MORALES
PAINTING

RICARDO MORALES

MORALESPAINTINGANDSERVICES@GMAIL.COM

706.982.9768
828-226.5347

INTERIOR/EXTERIOR PAINTING « LAWN MAINTENANCE
HOUSE MAINTENANCE « QUALITY WORK
FULLY INSURED

e Grading
* Excavating
¢ Driveways
e Build sites
* Hauling
* Septic Systems

Edwin Wilson
Cell (828) 421-3643
Office/fax (828) 526-4758
wilsongrading@yahoo.com
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American
Upholstery

WE HAVE MOVED TO

105 Ashley Drive « Walhalla, SC 29691
(Same Owners: Morris & Rachel Bible)

Same Phone Numbers:
(864) 638-9661 cell: (864) 710-9106

* Residential or
Commercial

* Over 40 Years
Experience

* Fast and Dependable
* FREE Estimates
* FREE Pick-up and
Delivery

Sample Books Available
Highlands Automotive

. NC
Service Inspection

& r : \ Station
Repair T 4

828-787-2360

2851 Cashiers Road « highlandsautomotive.com

billbarber22@gmail.com
billbarberhomes.com

: (828)
. 226-9696

Frankhn Plcture Frammg

Largest Selection of Framing
in the Mountains

WE FRAME ANYTHING!

Prints, Photo, Paintings.
Medals, Sports Memorabilia,
Shadowboxes, Needlework,

and More

828-524-9525

FranklinPictureFraming.com

Certifled Picture Framer

Monday - Friday 10-5

90 Prentiss View Dr, Franklin

HIGHLANDER
ROOFING SERVICES ;¢

New (& Re-Roofing Applications Including:
Asphalt ¢ Cedar * Metal & Synthetic Materials
Office (828) 524-7773 |
Cell (828) 526-6421
luke@highlandernc.com |
www.highlandernc.com

Showroom Location
1511 Highlands Rd
| Franklin, NC 28734

CHESTNUT STORAGE

Storage Units Available

Secure 24 Hour Access
Easy In - Easy Out
Great Rates - Great Terms
Call today to find out why we’re
“Highland’s Premier Facility”

828-482-1045

Look for our sign!
10890 Buck Creek Rd. - 1/2 mile off Cashiers Rd near the hospital

P PAINTING & REMODELING 4§

e Interior & Exterior Painting
e Pressure Washing
 House Maintenance
o Drywall Repair
e Deck Repair

Quality Work e Fully Insured

Lupe Gonzales
avpintura@gmail.com
828-332-1539 or 678-873-2927

Mendoza Tree Expert

Quality Tree Care & Removal *14+ years

estimate@mendozatree.com
www.mendozatree.com

Juventino Mendoza

828-200-9217

Fully Insured
ks References Available

- W now eceept
,-__d]]@@c{ﬁﬁcﬁmb
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* CI ASSIFIEDS ®

Gty S
FOR SALE
GOLDENDOODLE
PUPPIES FOR SALE: Class
F2,Beautiful. 3 Blondes, 2 Blacks
with White Markings, 2 Choco-
lates with White Markings.
Males and Females. Bred Pri-
vately for Temperament, Health,
Intelligence, and Classic Good
Looks.Available November Ist.
Come pick yours now, located
Highlands. All 7 available cur-
rently. $1,800 at 8 weeks. Call
828-200-3217 or 239-300-1758.
(st.9/26)

FIREWOOD FOR
SALE. Call or text Matt at
706-239-0880. (st. 9/26)

2012 BUICK LA-
CROSSE - 12,900 miles. Ex-
cellent condition. Gold mist ex-
terior, cocoa cashmere leather
interior. Nice Ride. $14,900. Call
828-482-2524. (st. 9/19)

ORIENTAL RUG Karas-
tan Kirman #759 8x12 excellent
condition $500. 828-342-4] 15
(st.6/13)

COMIC BOOKS —Buy/
Sell. Call Bob @ 302-530-1109
(10/31)

WANTED

PERSON TO SHARE
HIGHLANDS HOMEAND
EXPENSES. Call Sonja. 828-
487-0363. (st. 9/26)

DONATION OF A
HOSPITAL BED for a Vet-
eran in need. Can return when
no longer needed. Please call
828 743 5543.

HARLEY DAVIDSON
MOTORCYCLE MEMORA-
BILIA. Call Sandra La Jeunesse
at 828-371-2214.

NEED SOMEONE TO
STAY INYOUR HOME? 20
year local resident looking for
2br/ba apt, condo, home for
long term rental in Highlands/
Cashiers or surrounding areas.
Live alone, clean, non-smoker
and no pets. | travel extensively
for work so the home would

receive little wear and tear. Ref-
erences available. 828-506-9376.
(st. 9/26)

SEEKING A YEAR-
ROUND OR LONG TERM
RENTAL Apartment/studio/
house. | person, no pets, non-
smoking, references available.
828-371-1155. (St. 8/29)

MASSAGE THERAPIST
wanted for new holistic center in
Franklin. Will train in Reiki. 239-
822-2752. (st. 8/15)

HELP WANTED

HIGHLANDS AC-
COUNTING FIRM seeking
trainable employee for book
keeping assistance. Must be com-
puter literate, don’t necessarily
have to have Quickbooks expe-
rience but that would be a plus.
Somewhat flexible schedule but
must be available to work from
my office in downtown high-
lands. Pay based on experience.
Send resume, availability and pay
requirements to my email ad-
dress. eswiftpayroll@gmail.com
(st. 9/26)

SKYLINE LODGE &AL-
TITUDES RESTAURANT
is has positions available with
competitive pay: Front Desk,
Maintenance, Landscaper; Servers,
Busser, Dishwasher, Sous-Chef.
Please forward resume to sky-
linelodgegm@gmail.com and call
828-526-2121 for an interview.
(st.9/12)

ADMINISTRATIVE AS-
SISTANT FOR BUSY CON-
STRUCTION OFFICE. Posi-
tion will cover receptionist and
secretarial duties as well as A/P
and Contract Management. Must
have good secretarial skills,phone
skills and a working knowledge
of accounting and construction.
QuickBooks experience is help-
ful. Email cover letter with salary
requirements, resume and refer-
ences to Comptro | ler | 9@gmail.
com. (st. 9/12)

MED TECHS, CNAS
AND RN NEEDED at Chest-
nut Hill. Call Cheryl at 828-526-
8400. (10/3)

THE LOG CABIN RES-
TAURANT Is now hiring sous
chef, line cook, host/event co-
ordinator & servers. Relaxed

professional work environment.
Excellent compensation. Start
immediately. 828 526-5777 (or
just stop by) www.logcabinhigh-
lands.com (st. 8/29)

MOUNTAIN FRESH IS
HIRING: - Line/buffet cooks,
Bar/barista/wine/specialty foods,
Servers, Dishwasher/prep, Pizza
staff, Cashiers, More!. Apply in
person or to HR@mfgro.com.
Free meals and TRAINING PRO-
VIDED AGE |6+ (st, 8/15)

COLONEL MUS-
TARD’S SPECIALTY
FOODS IN HIGHLANDS
looking for an awesome per-
son with a passion for food
and cooking. Part time position
available, includes some holidays
and weekends. If you are a quick
learner, friendly and hardworking,
you'll fit right in with our team.
Please stop by the shop to fill out
an application or email resume to
col.mustardshighlands@yahoo.
com. (st. 7/11)

DUTCHMANS CASU-
AL LIVING STORE Looking
for full and part time sales associ-
ate to join our team. Must be able
to work weekends and holidays.
Please call Shannon or Gabbi at
828-526-8864. (st. 6/6)

EMPLOYMENT OP-
PORTUNITIESAVAILABLE
AT HIGHLANDS SMOKE-
HOUSE. Hiring all positions.
Commitment to excellence in
food quality and guest service.
We are proud of the products
and service we provide, we cre-
ate experiences not just sell food.
Offering defined, sane schedules
and healthy work environment
allowing for a balanced life.Very
cooperative pay. Food service
experience preferred. Tobacco
free workplace. Contact us at
Smokehouserecruiting@gmail.
com (st. 5/2)

POTPOURRI BOU-
TIQUE STORES IN HIGH-
LANDS looking for full time
and part time sales persons.
Retail sales experience with
women’s clothing and accesso-
ries preferred, eyewear experi-
ence a plus. Must be able to work
weekends and holidays, except
Easter Sunday, Thanksgiving day

and Christmas day. Fun, lively, fast
paced environment. Please stop
by the store for application or
email resume to potpourrihigh-
lands@yahoo.com (st. 4/4)

SALES ASSOCIATE
HIGH END RETAIL CLOTH-
ING STORE IN HIGH-
LANDS AND CASHIERS
NC. Full time, part time and sea-
sonal. Inquire to 828-200-0928.
(st. 3/38)

THE UGLY DOG PUB
wants you to be a part of our
team.We need managers, full-time
servers, bartenders, and support
staff with a positive attitude, ability
to multitask, and a willingness to
work as a team. Experience pre-
ferred but not required.Working
nights and weekends is required.
828-526-8364 theuglydogstaff@
gmail.com. (st. 3/21)

SERVICES

GUTTER CLEANING
METAL ROOF & FABRI-
CATON roof repairs, chimney
flashing, debris removal, pressure
washing. Call 371-1103. (st. 6/27)

WNC PROPERTY
MAINTENANCE LLC - 828-
347-1822. Year-round property
maintenance and monitoring for
vacation homes-rentals-residen-
tial » pressure washing-deck re-
pairs-carpentry-small  plumbing
& electrical repairs-painting-etc.
* lawn care & mowing ¢ by the
job or yearly contract ¢ call for
FREE estimate ¢ insured.

HIGHLANDS-CA-
SHIERS HANDYMAN: Re-
pairs, remodeling, painting, pres-
sure washing, minor plumbing and
electric, decks and additions. Free
Estimates. Insured. Call 828-200-
4071.(9/26)

HIGHLANDS HANDI-
MAN - Can fix anything inside or
out. Carpentry, painting, pressure
washing, lawn care, hauling. and
will monitor house during winter.
Free Estimates. References. Call
Tony. 828-200-5770 or 828-482-
0159.(6/27)

HIGH COUNTRY PHO-
TO/KEVINVINSON: scanning
photos, slides & negatives to CD
or DVD for easier viewing.Video
transfer to DVD. Everything done
in house. Leave message at 828-

526-5208. (st. 4/25)

MURPHY’S PAINTING
CO. Interior & Exterior Paint-
ing, Sheetrock Repair,Wallpaper
Removal, Log Homes, Decks.
Insured. Free Estimates. 828-
524-1391 or 828-332-0525.

REAL ESTATE FOR
SALE

ATTENTION BUSI-
NESSOWNERS: Looking for
employee housing? We've got
several options! Close to town
and affordable! Call Christal at
White Oak Realty Group. 828-
200-9699. (st. 9/19)

SIX ACRES ON BUCK
CREEK ROAD behind High-
lands-Cashiers Hospital. Sign
on property. 843-460-8015.
(st.5/30)

2/2 CLAYTON HOME
IN LOWER CLEAR
CREEK. |+acre,Private.
View.118,000.706.782.9728
(st. 9/5)

1.21 ACRES FORSALE
BY OWNER - OTTO, NC
- $28,000. Lot 12 Quail Ha-
ven Road. Otto, NC. Price not
firm ... open for negotiation.
Please email if interested to
ddmarsh|5@aol.com or call/
text to 239-980-0531. Please
leave a message. (st. 7/20)

COMMERCIAL SPACE
RENTALS

EXCELLENT OPPOR-
TUNITY TO PURCHASE
A COMMERCIAL/MIXED
USE PROPERTY strategi-
cally and conveniently close to
Highlands in Scaly Mountain.
Property includes a post office,
real estate office, individual
home and five apartments. Di-
rectly across from new Dollar
General store. For information,
contact Jody or Wood Lovell
with Highlands Sotheby’s In-
ternational Reality at 828-526-
4104. (st. 6/20)

RESIDENTIAL RENT-
ALS

LUXURY APART-
MENT IN TOWN. Walk to
Main Street. IBR IBA. $3,500
per month. 3 month minimum.
Sorry, no pets, no smoking.
Adults only. 828-421-1709. (st.
5/10)
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Top 25
Broker

SILVER EAGLE

Native American Jewelry
Crystal & Gem Gallery

“Highlands is calling
and I must go.”

L-._.'I"Ilﬁ}"'ll-la}r_ﬁb- |.'-; f -""-.!- :||--|r_

, e 7nnfl3iobta & Vacaticn Hentals 2018 HCBOR
: 828-526-2590 « mainstreet-inn.com
; 1t
i Highlands '
= | e #50 Sotheby’s
Country Club Properties Sﬂt ]Chylﬁ 401 N 5th St., Highlands is the top
“Your local homet
Real Botats profossionels.” Suzangg;;g;yawd 828-526-3717 firm in
3 Offices 828-526-2520 licensed in NC and GA . . . .
www.CCPHighlandsNC.com | |cll: (578) 276-6133 » Off: (326) 526-8300 | | WWWw-highlandsiscalling.com Highlands

since 2013

WOLFGANG'S

RESTAURANT & WINE BISTRO

CHESTNUT ST

BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY

HiomeServioss
Meadows Mountain Realty

Mitzi Rauers, Broker
404-218-9123

| mitzi@meadowsmtnrealty.com
meadowsmountainrealty.com

f Martin-Lipscomb
Performing Arts Center

Open Everyday
except Tuesdays
Bistro Opens at 4pm ‘ '
Dining Room at 5:30pm
Taking reservations for Andrea Gabbard
Thanksgiving and
NewYer’s Eve ¢ 828.200.6742
474 Main Street
828.526.3807 0 828.526.8300
wolfgangs.net
andrea.gabbard
@sothbysrealty.com
Reeheg '+ Please Support Our Hichlands
Hardware \ " 3 | Advertisers - They &
k4 Make It All Possible T ) Sothebyrs
——— MG q? | 2011 Cooviahiad Mao INTERNATIONAL REALTY

p The Log Cabin
HIgh'ﬂﬂdS SOtheby S | e Dining in I92§JoeWebb e (@ Pam Nellis
INTERMNATIOMAL REALTY - .“_ BROKER

114 N. 4th Street * Highlands, NC 828-787-1895
pamela.nellis@yahoo.com

“Let me introduce you to our c/mrmmg
corner of the world.”

7 e o | LANDMARK
| office: 828.526.8300 * cell: 828.337.0706 e = A ESTATE SRS e

Aroof oy

Sheryl Wilson  sheryl.wilson@sothebysrealty.com * highlandssir.com

www.LandmarkRG.com | 828-526-4663 | 225 Main St.

= = i
Nightly at 5 p.m. * 828-526-5777



BROKERS: Pat Allen
Kurt Barbee 404-906-5113 Broker-in-charge
828-545-7272 Julie Osborn Cell: 828-200-9179
Ryan Bears 828-200-6165

pat@patallenrealtygroup.com
Office: 828-526-8784
295 Dillard Road
Highlands, NC 28741

REAL ESTATE
7 COMPAMNIES
/Bg o THE WORLD"
f

803-271-5426
Darlene Conley
404-427-2448
Christy Harris
404-229-8737
Rick Harrison

Cy Timmons
828-200-9762
Steve Sheppard
404-219-1349
Sheila Welch
828-342-0695

Top Producers for 14 Years

Pt Allen

REALTY GROUPF

Highlands
Sotheby’s

MTERMATIOMAL REALTY

Not the Biggest ... Just the Best!
www.patallenrealtygroup.com (5 )

:«i DAVID

4 BOCK

h BUILDERS

www.BockBunders.com 828-526-2240

Jody Lovell » 828-526-4104
highlandssothebysrealty.com
. #1Broker
Highlands/Cashiers
2001-2018 per
Highlands-Cashiers MLS

REALTY GROUP

125 South 4th Street, Highlands ¢ (828) 526-8118 » www.WhiteOakRG.com
Invest In An Extraordinary Experience

Susie deVille, Broker Associate
828-371-2079

Bee Gleeson, Broker Associate
404-307-1415

Pat Gleeson, Owner, BIC
828-782-0472

FEATURED BROKER
Doug Helms

BROKER
828-226-2999
Doug@DougHelms.com

o
LgNDMARK

TATE SALES & VACATION REN

“Professional Real Estate
Services at a Higher Level”

www.LandmarkRG.com | 828-526-4663 | 225 Main St.

Open Year-Round « 7 days a week
343-D Main Street. s 526-4035

Lunch
11a-4p

Dinner
5:30p

www.wildthymegourmet.com

@...on the Verandah
Restaurant

on Lake Sequoyah
828-526-2338

Serving Dinner

nightly at 5:30
Sunday Brunch
begins at 11a
www.ontheverandah.com

MCCULLEY’S
I CASHMERE

Scotland’s Best Knitwear

Open 7 days a week

526-4407
242 S. 4th St. & Pop up

on Main Street ©




