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Guess who?

By Erin Brown
highlandserin@aol.com

Through a conference call with the
North Carolina Institute of Government,
Highlands Zoning Administrator Larry
Gantenbein learned that the NC courts
have endorsed conditional use zoning
districts and conditional use zoning.

“Since the state has blessed condi-
tional use districts, we no longer need
state-enabling statutes,” he said.

This will give Highlands a tool to
negotiate building plans on a site-by-site
basis if standard zoning districts don’t fit,
said Gantenbein.

The purpose of conditional use zon-
ing was spurred by the proposed devel-
opment of the Werder property at the cor-
ner of U.S. 64 east and Hickory Road.

At the April 6 Town Board meeting,
commissioners made it very clear no
matter how emphatic Developer Chuck
Simmerson was in his promises to uti-
lize the property as requested by various
town boards, they wanted guaranteed
control over the property up front, no
matter what the zone.

Simmerson pledged to relocate the
proposed single-family house farther
away from the historic home on the
property, to build a sidewalk along U.S.
64, to maintain the natural highway buff-
er and not to have a U.S. 64 entrance –
all at the Planning Board’s request.

But Commissioners wanted assur-
ance the recommendations would be
followed because technically, once a fi-
nal plat is approved the developer is not
legally bound to adhere to it.

There was some discrepancy as to
whether the board was allowed to make
recommendations to Simmerson with-
out first changing the zoning ordinanc-
es. Gantenbein said it was against the law

State statute not
needed for new
zoning ‘tool’

•See  STATUTE page 15

By Kim Lewicki
Highlandseditor@aol.com

Some communities might not like
the idea of the Sheriff’s Department
hanging out in their neighborhood, but
Scaly Mountain residents say “It’s about
time.”

Over the last few weeks, sheriff dep-

uties from the Macon County Sheriff
Department have set up license check
points in the area – the first step in dis-
covering who is coming and going in
Scaly.

“We have made some arrests as a re-
sult of those license check points,” said

•See  SHERIFF page 5

Sheriff Dept. presence appreciated
On-going
• Adult Swim at the Rec Park Pool Mon.-

Fri., 8-9 a.m. and Tues. & Thurs., 6-7 p.m.
• Live music at Jack’s at Skyline Restau-

rant every Friday and Saturday nights.
• “Joseph & the Amazing Technicolor

Dreamcoat” at Highlands Playhouse through
July 31. Call 526-2695 for ticket information.

• Live Music at Buck’s Coffee Cafe Thurs-
day-Saturday, 8-11 p.m.

• Piano Bar at ...on the Verandah seven
nights a week accompanied by jazz guitar Tues-
days and Thursdays all at 7 p.m.

• Live music at Wolfgang’s Wine Bistro,
Mon., Wed., Thurs., 6-10 p.m.

• This Week at Highlands Wine and
Cheese: Complimentary samples Saturday
12:30-4 p.m. Wine Flights Thurs.-Sat.,4:30
until 6:30 p.m. featuring Bordeaux.

July 29
• Live Music at Cyprus Friday night.

Chuck Beattie & Blues by Design -10 p.m.
• At Mill Creek Gallery, multi-media art-

ist, Thea (Cynthia Stacey), presenting her pho-
tography. Artist’s reception on Friday, from 6-
8 p.m. featuring the music of singer-songwrit-
ers Thea & the GreenMan.

• Instant Theater Little Entertainments
features guests Brian Reese & Uncle Bob. $20
in advance $25 at the door. Call (828) 342-
9197. All proceeds finance adult and children
FREE acting classes.

July 30
•Saturday, singer-songwriters Thea & the

GreenMan at The Instant Theatre. Tickets for
Thea & The GreenMan are $7 children 17 &
under and $15 adults. Call The Instant Box Of-
fice at (828) 342-9197. All proceeds finance
adult and children FREE acting classes.

• The Nantahala Hiking Club will take a
3.5 mile moderate hike to Split Rock on the
Chattooga River. Drive 30 miles round trip.
Call leader Mo Wheeler, 526-9561.

Aug. 1
• There are a few foresomes open for the

2005 Highlands Playhouse Benefit Golf Tour-
nament at Highlands Cove on Monday. The
cost per player of $125 includes a box lunch,
dinner, greens fees and cart, hors d’oeuvers
prizes and an auction. Call the Playhouse at
526-2695 or call Joanna Baumrucker at 526-
3605.

Aug. 3
• Capitol City Opera Company comes to

Highlands, at the Episcopal Church on Wed.,
at 2 p.m. It’s FREE

• CLE Wednesday night lecture series
Wed., at the Civic Center at 7:30. Dr. Rob
Young, a WCU geologist will discuss his work
on the Elwha River Restoration Project. FREE.

Aug. 4
• Highlands attorney Leonard Baer will

present “Be Prepared” on Thursday at 7 p.m.
at the Eckerd Living Center in the dining room.
He will discuss Advance Directives — Living
Wills, health care Powers of Attorney, and Do
Not Resuscitate (DNR) orders.

Planning board recommends ETJ

Pledges come in for Pine St. Park
By Kim Lewicki
highlandseditor@aol.com

The Pine Street Project might just be
the fastest concept to come to fruition in
Highlands history.

Last week the call went out for mon-
etary pledges to back the $800,000-$1.2
million project, and this week, the group

is just about ready to sign loan papers.
The largest pledge came out of the

Town Board closed session last Wednes-
day night. “Commissioners voted to al-
locate $300,000 for the park in the FYI
2006-2007 budget,” said King Young who
spearheaded the project. “I’m over-

•See  PINE STREET page 22

•See ETJ page 5

Highlands Rotary Club and the Bolivian Mission announce the “All
Male Beauty Pageant” at Highlands Playhouse, Mon., Aug. 8 at 8 p.m.
There will be a complimentary wine bar starting at 7 p.m. Contestants
will compete for the title of “Misses Highlands,” in  evening gown,
talent and lingerie competitions. Winner bouquets will be provided
by “The Little Flower Shop.” Tickets are $50 per person. Call 526-3605
or 526-1436 and ask for Dr. Baumrucker.

By Erin Brown
highlandserin@aol.com

To ETJ or not to ETJ? That was the
number one question at the Planning
Board meeting Monday. The answer? To
recommend declaring ETJ one mile out
from the town line.

“You’re going to have a lot of oppo-
sition on this,” said chairman John
Cleaveland.

The board suggested an open dia-

logue with residents affected by the ETJ
proposal to discuss the benefits of ETJ
and to also discuss voluntary annexation.

In voluntary annexation, residents
offer their property to the town, usually
to take advantage of water and sewer in-
frastructure. The process can be complet-
ed in 90-100 days.

“It takes a short amount of time to
establish the ETJ but going in and chang-
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Silver EagleSilver EagleSilver EagleSilver EagleSilver Eagle
Hand-crafted Jewelry•Weavings•Native Drums•Crafts

Paintings & Prints•Pendleton Woolens•Minnetonka Moccasins

Native American Jewelry, Arts & Crafts
We’ve MOVED! See us on Main Street

(Next to Wolfgang’s)
468 Main Street

Highlands, N.C. 28741
828-526-5190

651 5th Ave. S.
(Next to McCabe’s)
Naples, FL 34102
239-403-3033 www.silvereaglegallery.com

• LETTERS TO THE EDITOR •
Dear Editor,

Recent heavy rainfalls have resulted in street flooding and stormwater damage
throughout Highlands. We write to inform the public about the many things that
have been, and will continue to be, done by the Highlands Community Child
Development Center (HCCDC) to prevent siltation and flooding at the
intersection of Fifth Street and Smallwood Avenue.

Driving along Fifth Street, you cannot see the special features built above the
slopes. When you see mud, water, and gravel running down the ditch on Fifth it is
natural to assume that the silt is coming from the HCCDC property above the
road. However, if you follow the water trail upstream to its sources you will find
that is not the case.

Since design began, HCCDC has partnered with the Upper Cullasaja
Watershed Association and has voluntarily incorporated numerous erosion
control and stormwater management features on the site. HCCDC made a
significant commitment to being a good neighbor in the downtown business
district spending over $75,000 on innovative site drainage and erosion control
measures. Aware of the flooding problem at Fifth and Smallwood that existed
long before construction began, our design goal was to ensure that no more
stormwater runoff leaves the site after construction than did before we started.
While state law requires design for a 10-year storm, HCCDC designed for the
Highlands 25-year storm. We believe the design goal has been achieved.

Besides three types of permeable paving in the HCCDC parking areas, the
total site is drained by catch basins and underground piping to collect runoff and
divert it to bioretention areas. Roof gutters are piped underground to the garden
and pond areas. The “retention pond” incorporates a special soils mixture
formulated for draining the water slowly and will be planted with native and
wetland plants to create HCCDC’s “rain garden”. This rain garden is a stormwater
best management practice designed to hold the runoff for 24-hours and slowly
release it into the storm sewer system. By slowing and reducing the peak runoff
amounts, the potential for street flooding is reduced and the plants have time to
filter and reduce the amount of pollutants like silt, oils and greases, etc., that may
come from the parking areas.

Fifth Street ditches and steep slopes are the responsibility of NC DOT (not
the Town). Because ditch maintenance is not being done, HCCDC has
undertaken the recent work to minimize local street flooding. Since early June
HCCDC has continually worked to improve the stormwater management features
spending another $3,000-$5,000 on site improvements and maintenance in the
DOT right-of-way. We are proud of our neighborhood and we intend to keep it
looking and functioning well.

The EPA and NC DENR consider HCCDC to be an excellent demonstration
site and learning center for others interested in using the latest construction
practices for stormwater management in the mountains. We invite you to come
by the Highlands Community Child Development Center and let us show you
what community-minded construction projects can do to keep from adding to
the Town’s stormwater challenges.

Don Mullen, president and Bob Wright, secretary-treasurer, HCCDC

Stormwater measures in the works

What am I?
I can be more beautiful than a

decorated Christmas tree..
I can withstand freezing Aprils

without missing a beat
I can withstand floods and winds.
Even hail stones that ruined so

many other plants
I shade many a paved road and

keep walkers cool in the summer.
I hold the soil in place so it won’t

erode.
Some in my family bloom in May,

others in July.
I require very little pruning.
I am useful for screening unsightly

areas because I am green all year.
Growing me in Highlands takes no

special effort.
Look around you…
Can you guess who I am?
Rhododendron, that’s who!

By admirer Glenda Bell

Nature’s solution

For the past 20 years,
Shiraz has had

prominence in the
Highlands, N.C. area

as the ultimate
resource for genuine,
hand-knotted Oriental
rugs. Shiraz has built
a reputation that is

second to none.

WE GUARANTEE OUR
QUALITY AND YOUR

SATISFACTION.

SUMMER SALE
40 - 65% OFF
(828) 526-5759

♦ MAIN STREET ♦ OAK SQUARE ♦HIGHLANDS
Naples, FL ~ Tampa, FL ~ Sarasota, FL  ~ Orlando, FL

REPAIRING
HAND CLEANING

APPRAISALS

FRIDAY SATURDAY SUNDAY

Publisher/Editor – Kim Lewicki; Staff Writer/Sales – Erin Brown
Copy Editor/Proofreader Tom Merchant
Circulation/Tech. Support – Jim Lewicki

All Rights Reserved. No articles, photos, illustrations, advertisements or
design elements may be used without permission from the publisher.

Printed by the Asheville Citizen-Times, Asheville, N.C.

Highlands’ only locally owned & operated newspaper.
Member N.C. Press Association

FREE every Friday; circulation 5,500; 100 distribution points
Toll Free FAX: 866-212-8913 • (828) 526-0782

Adobe PDF version at www.highlandsinfo.com
265 Oak St.; P.O. Box 2703, Highlands, N.C. , 28741

email: HighlandsEditor@aol.com

Dear Editor,
I’d like to extend my

congratulations and best wishes on
your Highlands’ Newspaper’s second
anniversary.

I hate to admit that I was among
the skeptics after your first issues
appeared. “A town the size of
Highlands can’t support TWO
newspapers!” I thought at the time. But
how very wrong I was!

Your professionalism and excellent
journalistic skills and ability proved
otherwise.

Please “hang in there” and keep up
the good work. Highlands NEEDS you.

Best wishes for continued success.
Mopsy Anderson

Highlands

Happy anniversary!

Share your views.
email: highlandseditor@aol.com
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COUNTRY CLUB
PROPERTIES

Call Pam Taylor
at 526-9027, 342-6988 or

526-2520, anytime.

Put your advertising dollar to work in
Highlands’ Newspaper –

The most-read paper in Highlands,
Cashiers, Lake Glenville, Sapphire,

Lake Toxaway, Scaly Mtn.,
Sky Valley, Otto and Franklin!

• WEDDING •

www.c21mountainlifestyles.com

Two local offi ces to serve you:

828-743-7999 Cashiers 828-787-2121 Highlands

Great location. Mountain view, hardwood 

fl oors, stone FP, screened porch, large 

deck. Near Mirror and Lake Sequoyah. 
$575,000. Cathy Garren 828-743-7999. 
MLS# 56377/332995.

3 BEDROOMS 3 BATH HOME 
in Highlands.

Lucille K. Wood
Lucille K. Wood, 91, of the Fidelia Eckerd Living Center in Highlands died on

Friday, July 22, 2005 at the Highlands-Cashiers Hospital following several months
of declining health. Also preceding her in death was her husband Kenneth E. Wood,
sons Robert E. Wood and Franklin H. Wood

She had previously resided at 194 Knob Hill Road, Glenville, NC for the past
nine years. Lucille was born in Kennerdale, PA on July 23, 1914 and resided in
Meadville, PA for 60 years prior to moving to Temple Terrace, Florida for three years
prior to her move to Glenville.

She was an avid hunter, gardener and volunteer, spending many hours
volunteering at the Glenville Community Center, Highlands Cashiers Hospital and
Eckerd Living Center.

She is survived by her son, Thomas and wife, Ann Robinette of Glenville,
“Honorary Son”and hunting companion John R. Wood of Fairview, PA; daughter-
in-laws Loretta Wood of  Pr. Frederick, MD; Evelyn Wood of Rockville, MD; Sisters
Dorothy Burns of Elk Grove, CA; and Evelyn Stinson of Jykll Island, GA; along with
grandchildren, Heather Lynch and husband, Michael, of Pineville, NC; Michelle
Savage and husband, Greg, of Apex, NC; Pamela Minard of Jacksonville, NC; Kenneth
Wood and wife, Carol, of Damascus, MD; David Wood and wife, Ann, of Pr.
Frederick, MD; Terry Wood of Ft. Myers Fl; Kelley Eutushek and husband, Steve, of
S. Paris, ME along with 11 great-grandchildren and one great-great-grandchild.

There will be a memorial service beginning at 10:30 a.m. on Saturday, July 30,
2005 at First Presbyterian Church, Highlands, NC with The Reverend Hunter
Coleman officiating.

In lieu of flowers, memorials may be made to the First Presbyterian Church
Memorial Flower fund.

The family will receive friends at the church prior to the memorial service.

• OBITUARY •

Nicole (Niki)
Elizabeth Talley and
Steven Hans Bloedow
were united in mar-
riage on Saturday,
June 11, 2005, at the
Highlands United
Methodist Church in
Highlands. The Rev.
Carl Lindquist of Mor-
gan-ton, N.C., per-
formed the ceremony.

The bride is the
daughter of Cliff and
Jerri Talley of High-
lands. She is the
granddaughter of
Garrett and Katherine Davis of Franklin
and the late Len and Charlotte Talley of
Highlands. Honorary grandparents of
the bride were Earl and Terese Heard of
Highlands.

The groom is the son of Jack and
Judy Tapscott of Englewood, Fla., Bryan
Bloedow of Detroit, Mich., and Ricky and
Melinda James of Scaly Mountain. He is
the grandson of Emily Adamcheski of
Okeechobee, Fla., and Hans Bloedow of
Ossineke, Mich. Honorary grandparents
of the groom were Milton and Claudia
Nelson of Scaly Mountain.

The bride’s maids of honor were
Danielle Closen and Michelle Closen of
Daytona Beach, Fla., friends of the bride.
Bridesmaids were Cody James of Scaly
Mountain, sister of the groom, Traci
Hedetniemi of Clemson, S.C., Betsy

Nicole Talley Bloedow

Melvin of Highlands,
and Amber Porter of
Shelby, N.C., all
friends of the bride.

Flower girl was
Briana Jenkins of
Highlands and bell
bearer was Jonathan
Corrigan of Roswell,
Ga., both friends of
the bride and groom.

The groom’s best
men were Clint James,
brother of the groom,
and Ricky James, fa-
ther of the groom,
both of Scaly Moun-

tain. Groomsmen were Bryan Dearth of
Scaly Mountain, A.J. Owens of Seneca,
S.C., Charlie Houston and Vince Petrone,
both of Highlands, all friends of the
groom.

The bride wore a formal gown of
white bridal satin and chiffon. The fitted
basque bodice was adorned with a bor-
der of pearls, bugle beads and sequins
which also outlined the halter neckline.
The chiffon and satin full skirt was en-
hanced with schiffli appliqués made of
pearls, bugle beads and sequins. Attached
streamers flowed from the back waist and
down the entire length of the cathedral
train. The bride chose a veil of imported
silk illusion with pearls along the border
that was accentuated with a crystal tiara.
She carried a bouquet of white hydran-

•See  WEDDING page 8

Nicole Talley and Steven Hans Bloedow

A fabulous combination of
formal and rustic elegance, this
home offers soaring glass in the
family room with antique
beams, fireplace and wood
floors. A formal dining room,
living room and office,
compliment the kitchen with
winter view of Shortoff
Mountain. Master suite with
ample closets, two bedrooms
upstairs, 2-car garage and
basement. Offered at
$1,100,000.
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ELEGANT
Breakfast buffet:
8:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.
DAILY

The Highlight
of Highlands

A Great Place to Stay. A Great Place for Breakfast & Lunch

Open for its 22rd season. Fine Italian dining since 1984,

OPEN for dinner 7 nights from 5:30 p.m.
Reservations recommended

Wine Spectator’s “Best of Award of Excellence”
440 Main StreetCall 526-4906

... ON THE VERANDAH  RESTAURANT

Highway 64 West 828-526-2338 otv1@ontheverandah.com

Highlands’ Most Scenic Dining Overlooking Lake Sequoyah

Open 7 days a week. Seating from 6 p.m.
Sunday Brunch seating from 11 am - 2 pm

Now in our 25th Season
Wine Spectator Award Recipient since 1987

Breakfast, Lunch, Sunday Brunch & Dinner
FRANK LLOYD Lounge – Full Bar available

Highlands Mountain Top Dining with a View
Live Entertainment Friday and Saturday nights

Flat Mountain Rd.
Call 526-2121

for reservations

HIGHLANDS FINE DINING
Wine Spectator
Award Wine List

Dinner from
5 p.m.

Tues.-Sat

akeside estaurant
531 Smallwood Avenue on Harris Lake • Reservations 828-526-9419

Serving
Fine Food
& Wine Private Parties

Gourmet Food in a Casual Atmosphere

Lunch • Mon-Sat 11 a.m.– 4 p.m.
Dinner • Thurs.-Sat. 5 – 9:30 p.m.

Sunday Brunch 10:30 a.m. – 3 p.m.
Closed Wednesday

787-2200 • Two Entrances – from Main St. or Oak St.

Monday night dinners –
“Fine Art, Fine Wine,

Fine Dining”
Aug. 1

Wines by Ferrari Carano
Vineyards & Winery

Art with Don McGowan

526-3807

Open everyday except Tuesday.
Bistro opens at 4 p.m.

N.C. 106 in Great Things Plaza • 526-4429

Dinner: 5-10 nightly

Regional Menus & Extensive Wine List
International Cuisine

Fine Food For
Particular People

N.C. 28 & Satulah Rd.
828-526-2706

Brown-bagging permitted

Prime Rib daily • Fish • Pasta
• Handcut Veal & Steaks

• Full Wine List
Lunch 11-2:30; Dinner 5:30
18 dinner items under $20!

CLOSED WEDNESDAY

To advertise your restaurant
here,

call 526-0782

Wine Spectator’s “Best of Award of Excellence”
Music Mon.,Wed. & Thurs. • 6-10 p.m.

•See  WOOLDRIDGE page 8

• LAUGHING AT LIFE •
Page 4 - Highlands’ Newspaper - Friday, July 29, 2005

Please... everyone, let’s sing
together, “First he said he
would, then he won’t.”
Remember that golden oldy?
No? ... then you must be
younger than Mayor Buck
Trott.  Then again, everyone
is younger than Buck Trott.

There are two kinds of
people on this planet who
have, without any warning, a
God given right to change
their minds; women and

flying everywhere. Then, out of the blue,
the announcement that he isn’t retiring
(apparently his grandchildren made that
decision while Buck was asleep) and the
whole town is buzzing some more.
More rumors fly and it’s all about Buck.
Buck this, Buck that, Buck who? Cool,
huh? Great strategy.

At the other end of the spectrum is
his opponent, Zeke Sossoman, a man
who will fall asleep at his desk if you
don’t shake him occasionally. He is a
well respected local boy who made
good and does some of the town’s legal
work. Zeke is a good guy and could
easily be mayor if Buck hadn’t vacillated.
Now, Zeke will have to go Buck hunting
if he wants to win. This will be a duel of
the hyper vs. the placid. The local boy

Fred Wooldridge

politicians. Just when you
thought it was safe to say, “Did
you hear Buck is retiring?”,
POW, he isn’t. Or is he? I guess
it depends on what your
definition of “is” is.

This all may be a great
ploy by Buck to get even more
attention than he now has, if
that’s possible. First, his
announcement of retirement
and the whole town is
buzzing. Buck rumors are

Will Zeke go ‘Buck’ hunting?

vs. the outsider. A proven track record vs.
a wannabe. To get equal time, I suggest
Zeke withdraw from the race and then
the day before the deadline, resubmit
his name to get everyone talking about
him instead of Buck.

As I see it, Zeke is not much of a
predator or hunter and will feel uneasy
slugging it out in the trenches with his
friend, Buck. He just may be too easy
going to be mayor. Worse yet, he is not
Santa Claus. I predict Buck will go with
the old theme “A vote against Buck is a
vote against Santa, which is a vote
against Christmas.” Zeke will have to
counter with something big.

Of course, all of this depends on
whether Buck will change his mind
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Christ Anglican
Church

Traditional Episcopal Service
1928 Book of Common

Prayer
4 p.m. Each Sunday

Held at the
Community Bible Church

828-743-3319
Anglican Province of

America
 Corner of 5th & Main

Appointments & Walk-ins
9 a.m. to 7 p.m. Mon.-Sat.

• Sea salt spa –
   Pedicure & Manicure
• Solar, Diamond & Gel Nails
• Complete Waxing Services

526-8777

Corner of 2nd and Spring streets
Highlands, NC 28741

(828) 526-4929

Visit us at
www.WarthConstruction.com

Whether your property is on top of a
cliff or lakeside, we have the experience

to make your home a reality.

Construction, Inc.
HIGHLANDS, N.C.

Construction, Inc.
HIGHLANDS, N.C.

Phone: 8 2 8 .7 4 3 . 6 0 1 0
Cell: 828.269.9046 randsoellner@earthlink.net  NC Lic.9266 FL Lic.AR9264

Mountain ArchitectureRANDRANDRANDRANDRAND
SOELLNERSOELLNERSOELLNERSOELLNERSOELLNER
ARCHITECT

www.randarch.com

BUILDERS & ARCHITECTS

Mountain Architecture & Interiors

Ruby Cinemas
Franklin, NC

Adult — $6, Child — $4
Matinee (Before 5 p.m.)
Adult — $5, Child — $4

July 29-Aug. 4
STEALTH

rated PG-13
Weekdays:(4:10), 7, 9:10

Sat & Sun: (2), (4:10), 7, 9:10

WEDDING CRASHERS
rated R

Weekdays:(4:20), 7:10, 9:20
Sat & Sun:(2:10), (4:20), 7:10, 9:20

THE ISLAND
rated PG-13

Weekdays (4:20), 7
Sat & Sun:(4:20), 7

BAD NEWS BEARS
rated PG-13

Weekdays: 9:20
Sat & Sun: (2:15), 9:20

CHARLIE AND THE CHOCOLATE
FACTORY
rated PG

Weekdays: (4:15), 7:05, 9:15
Sat & Sun: (2:05), (4:15), 7:05, 9:15

FREE KIDS’ MOVIES
Our summer kid’s movie program is at

10 a.m. each Thursday through the
summer.

•The program is FREE for children of
all ages and their parents.

• Seating availability is on a first come
first serve basis.

• For more information including a list
of our upcoming FREE kid’s movies,

visit our website:
www.rubycinemas.com

www.koenighomebuilders.com

“YOUR CUSTOM
BUILDER OF

CHOICE”

(828) 526-4953

... ETJ continued from page 1

Sheriff Robbie Holland. “They were mi-
nor offenses, but we received good in-
formation as a result concerning drug ac-
tivity in the area.”

Holland said over the years, check
points have been used to make good con-
tacts within several communities in the
county. 

Joe Simmons, of Cabe Realty, said
the sheriff’s commitment to the area is
greatly appreciated.

“Because we don’t have a local po-
lice department, we rely on and are very
thankful for the Sheriff Department pres-
ence we’ve seen in recent weeks,” he said.
“Though the sheriff has said Scaly is no
worse than anywhere else when it comes
to drugs, we know that Scaly is a hard
place for the Sheriff’s Department to get
to. That makes the area even more sus-
ceptible to undesirable elements.”

Holland said he appreciates the
response from citizens living in the Scaly
Mountain and Highlands area. As of last
week, the department received 24 phone
calls concerning the Sheriff’s Department
conducting check points and all have
been very positive with the exception of
one.

Scaly resident J.B. Coram said in the
10 years he has lived in Scaly as a full-
time resident, this is the first time he has
seen a concerted attempt of policing in
the community.

“Part of the problem is that we are
right on the state line,” he said. “The drug
community has figured it’s “no man’s
land” and they can slide back and forth
over the line because they are in the far-
reaches of both Rabun County and Ma-
con County.

Sheriff Holland is pleased with the
community’s support.

“I have received numerous thank
you cards and letters thanking my offic-
ers which I have posted on my door for
my officers to read,” he said. “Everyone
likes to know they are appreciated.”

Coram said the sheriff has directed
significant efforts and fiscal reserves to
such a small community.

Holland said while he appreciates

the people of Highlands and Scaly
taking the time to say ‘thanks’ he and his
officers are honored to have the oppor-
tunity to serve our community.

“We take a lot of pride in the job we
do,” he said. “All my officers work very
hard and get paid very little for doing it.”

... SHERIFF continued from page 1

•See  ETJ page 19

ing the ordinances can take months,”
said Geoffrey Willet, Land Use Plan fa-
cilitator.

In North Carolina, as in most other
states, a city may exercise jurisdiction in
various land use planning-related mat-
ters over areas located outside its bound-
aries, similar to ETJ.

More specifically, a city may estab-
lish planning authority outside its
boundaries, without approval from the
county, if the county is not already en-
forcing a zoning ordinance, subdivision
regulations and the State Building Code
in that area. If a county is enforcing these
regulations in the area, a city may then
establish its planning jurisdiction only
upon agreement with the county.

“Even though you do ETJ, you don’t
have to exercise any control until you’re
ready to decide what that control ought
to be,” said board member Clem Patton.
“You don’t extend zoning to every parcel
of land that you put in ETJ, you do it at
the consideration of how that fits into
the overall plan.

Zoning Administrator Larry Ganten-
bein said the procedure for ETJ involves
the Town Board adopting the suggested
ETJ perimeter and then holding a public
hearing.

During the update for the Land Use
Plan, ETJ and annexation were discussed
at great length. The Land Use Planning
Committee, comprised of members of
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• SPECIALTY FOODS •

Fruit & Vegetable Stand on
the Franklin Road

10 a.m. to 6 p.m.• 7 days

526-5933

August Produce

“Celebrating 53 years in  Highlands”

Prepared
ready to
serve &

bake hors
d’oeuvres,

breads,
pastas,

cookies &
entres

Mon-Sat • 493 Dillard Rd.
526-2762

“We cut the BEST steaks in town!”

Catering all
your event &
dinner party

needs.
(Next to D&J

Express Mart)

526-0383

Tues.
thru
Sat.

11-6

Jams, Jellies,
Preserves,
Relishes &
Gourmet Treats

Corner of 5th and Main

Mon-Sat • 10-5
787-2473

We ship UPS

• ANOTHER VIEW •

Corner of Hwy 64 & Chestnut

The Kitchen
of

Let Holly Do The Cooking

The Lower Level of the Peggy
Crosby Center on S. 5th Street.

Carry Away - Wed-Sat 12-6
Catering by Special Order

526-2110• Organic Foods
• Herbs &

Nutritional Supplements
• Natural Beauty Products

• Reference Area
• Knowledgeable Staff

526-5999

Even though the war
for gender equality in
this country is far

from over, it’s often
tempting (especially for
heterosexual men) to
think that only a few
minor mop-ups remain to
be settled. And, compared
to what is happening in
much of the rest of the
world, it might look that
way from Washington or Raleigh or
Highlands. But a number of reports
suggest that even here, in the United
States, the battle for women’s
equality has a way to go.

 However in this column I want
to spotlight the unique, brutal
oppression of women in places like
Burma (Myanmar), Pakistan, India,
parts of Africa, and, yes, Ireland and
Australia. The maltreatment, murder,
and massacres are legion.

Some of you may be familiar by
now with the widely-reported case of
Mukhtar Mai, 33, who was ordered
raped by a council of elders in eastern
Punjab province, Pakistan, because
her 13-year-old brother had an
alleged affair with a higher-caste
older woman. The gang rape,
committed by 13 men from the
woman’s extended family, was
ordered as punishment by the
council.

In a uniquely courageous effort,
Mai pursued the case all the way to
Pakistan’s Supreme Court after the
High Court in Punjab acquitted five
of the men and reduced the sentence
of a sixth. The Supreme Court
ultimately overturned the acquittals,
but not before Mai’s life was
repeatedly threatened.

Mai was invited to speak in the
United States, but her passport was
confiscated by Pakistani authorities
“in the best national interest” of the
country. Recently, under pressure
from the United States, President
Musharraf, a war on terror ally of
President Bush, finally reversed his
decision. Several hundred women are
raped or killed in “honor” attacks in
Pakistan every year.

But even that is trifling compared
to the situation in Darfur, Sudan,
where over 100,000 people have been
driven from torched villages. Black
men are routinely killed by the
Janjaweed militia in a policy of
extermination; their women are
raped and then murdered. “The New
York Times” reported that Nemat, 21,
related that she left a refugee camp
with three friends to get firewood
when she was caught and gang-raped
by men in uniform. “They said, ‘You

Alex Redmountain

are black people. We want
to wipe you out.’”

She was found by
relatives who carried her
back on a donkey. There is
compelling evidence that
the government of Sudan
is complicit in these
attacks on the black
population. When the
Dutch branch of Doctors
Without Borders released

a report detailing 500 rapes in four
months, the group’s director for
Sudan, Paul Foreman, was charged
with spreading false information; the
Darfur coordinator, Vincent Hoedt,
was detained.

In Turkey, a country with one
foot in modernity and the other in an
ancient patriarchal tradition, violence
against women, The Los Angeles
Times reports, is widespread. The
Turkish government, with help from
the European Union, has established
training programs for legal
administrators to implement new
laws for women’s rights, programs for
army conscripts to reduce domestic
violence when the men are separated
from the services, and instructed
thousands of state-employed Muslim
clerics to preach against “honor”
killings.

From the Associated Press, we
learn that from acid attacks for
unpaid dowries in Bangladesh to
forced abortion in China to rape by
Security Forces in Nepal, abuse of
women is legion. Amnesty
International added that the situation
in Afghanistan, despite rosy reports
by Mrs. Bush and others, remains
grim for women. Hundreds of
women have set fire to themselves to
escape violence in the home or forced
marriages; others were restricted to
the home by males, and in any case
feared venturing out because of
armed abductions.

Trafficking in women for slavery
and prostitution proliferates in the
Middle East — specifically Saudi
Arabia, Qatar, Kuwait, and the United
Arab Emirates — and in North Korea,
Burma, and Cuba, according to the
State Department. The Gulf Arab
states were cited primarily for the
abuse of domestic servants, while the
above named countries and many
others imported women against their
will, or by misrepresenting the kinds
of jobs they would be offered.

In Australia, more than 1,000
women, mostly from Thailand and
Burma, are kept in debt-bonded
prostitution until they “pay off”

Battle for women’s equality still on

•See  ANOTHER VIEW page 9

Mon-Sat 10-5 • 526-8288

Fine Clothing, Handbags, Jewelry
& Accessories, Carol Cassidy Silks,

Fine Furniture & Accessories
for the Home

www.theoldrangoon.com
290 S. Fourth St.• Highlands

“On the Hill”

SPECIAL
SUMMER SALES!
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The Mammography program at High-
lands-Cashiers Hospital recently received
three-year re-accreditation from the
American College of Radiology.

The American College of Radiology,
headquartered in Reston, Va., is autho-
rized by the Federal Drug Administration
to award accreditation to facilities that
achieve high practice standards after a
peer-review revaluation. The ACR cur-
rently accredits more than 12,000 pro-
grams at over 9,000 healthcare facilities
around the country.

Evaluations are conducted by board-
certified physicians and medical physi-

Both retired and active area physicians
enjoyed an opportunity last Saturday to
learn the latest medical thinking regard-
ing treatment for a leading cause of stroke
and preventing sudden death from car-
diac arrhythmias, as Highlands-Cashiers
Hospital hosted the first in this summer’s
series of physician symposiums.

More than 20 area physicians attend-
ed the breakfast event, which featured
presentations by two cardiovascular ex-
perts: J. Jeffrey Mar-
shall, MD, FACC,
and Karthik Ra-
maswamy, MD,
FACC. Both physi-
cians are part of the
Northeast Georgia
Heart Center in
Gainesville, Ga.

The symposium
was sponsored by
Highlands-Cashiers
Senior Physicians, a
group formed sever-
al years ago to help
make retired physi-
cians around the
area more familiar
with Highlands-Cashiers Hospital and to
facilitate continuing educational oppor-
tunities.

Dr. Marshall spoke on minimally-in-
vasive techniques for surgically treating
carotid artery stenosis, a condition that
can lead to strokes. While removing
plaque blockages from the internal ca-
rotid artery is frequently done by open
surgery, Dr. Marshall said new techniques
for improving or restoring blood flow to
the brain without using an open incision
are proving effective for many high-risk
patients. In cases where open surgery may
not be appropriate, doctors can now per-
form transfemoral angioplasty much
more safely. Dr. Marshall said the tech-
nique employs a special catheter that is
inserted into an artery in the leg. It is then
fed up through the circulatory system to
the carotid artery in the neck while the
physician watches the progress with flu-
oroscopy.

A special temporary umbrella-like fil-
ter is deployed inside the artery just above
the narrowing in the artery to catch any

Medical advances learned at seminar
plaque that is loosened during the pro-
cedure, preventing it from reaching the
brain where it could cause a stroke. Then
a small balloon device is used to dilate
the artery and deploy a permanent screen
that will keep the artery open. The tem-
porary screen is then removed, along
with any loose plaque, and the procedure
is compete.

Dr. Ramaswamy talked on the role
that combined pacemakers/defibrillators

can play in prevent-
ing sudden death
from cardiac ar-
rhythmias. Modern
technology has re-
duced the size of
implanted defibril-
lators to one-sixth of
what was required
only a decade or so
ago. In addition to a
pacemaker that
helps the heart
maintain a normal
rhythm, these units,
known as ICDs, also
have a built-in
defibrillator de-

signed to automatically restore the heart’s
normal rhythm. Dr. Ramaswamy, a car-
dio-electro physiologist, said improve-
ments in technology and effectiveness of
ICDs in recent years has strengthened the
argument for their use in treating patients
that have arrhythmias that could lead to
sudden death, even before those patients
actually experience a major event.

Another symposium is planned for
this fall at the hospital. They are open to
any physician, active or retired, and med-
ical credit for continuing education is
available to qualifying participants.

“The lectures that have been present-
ed over the last several years have all been
outstanding, and I think physicians who
have taken the time to attend one or
more events have found them both in-
teresting and informative,” said
Donald C. Mullen, MD, organizer and
chair of the senior physicians group. “We
hope even more physicians will decide
to take advantage of this opportunity in
the future.”

cists who are experts in the field. They
assess the qualifications of the person-
nel and the adequacy of equipment.

Surveyors report their findings to the
ACR’s committee on accreditation, which
subsequently provides a comprehensive
report and certificate of accreditation to
those programs that meet the criteria.

The American College of Radiology
is a national organization serving more
than 32,000 diagnostic/interventional
radiologists, radiation oncologists, and
medical physicists with programs for fo-
cusing on comprehensive health care ser-
vice.

Dr. Karthiik Ramaswamy fielded
questions about pacemakers and
arrhythmias following his lecture last
week during a physicians sympo-
sium at Highlands-Cashiers Hospital.

Mammography program re-accredited
Summer Sale

up to 75 percent off select items
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Designer fragrances and cosmetics.
Come visit us at Town Square.

Mon. -Thurs. • 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Fri. & Sat. • 10 a.m. to 7 p.m.

526-0653

Dan, Dan,
The Carpet Man
If it goes on the floor, we’ll

bring it to your door!
Carpet – Vinyl – Hardwood – Ceramic

Specializing in Commercial

Daniel &
Brenda Hamilton

            Call:
(828) 349-9009

or 342-1740

 
  

 

 
    

 

Highlands Paradise Perfumes

“Highlands ONLY perfume shop!”

77

geas, white roses, and calla lilies accented
with lavender.

Her maids wore white and eggplant
gowns. The white empire satin bodice
was adorned with a halter neckline and
the eggplant skirt had a border of bugle
beads which adjoined the bodice and
skirt. The bridesmaids wore matching
gowns of white and lavender. The flower
girl wore a charming white dress embroi-
dered with purple flowers.

The groom’s attire was a black tux-
edo with a white vest and tie. The best
men wore black tuxedos with eggplant
jacquard design vests and ties and the
groomsmen were attired in black tux-
edoes with gray vests and ties. The bell
bearer wore a tuxedo matching the best
men.

Wedding music was provided by
Don Long and Amye Ranck. Soloist was
Jennifer Mouchet of Cary, N.C., friend
of the bride, who sang “When You Say
Nothing At All.” She was accompanied
by Amye Ranck on the piano.

Guest book attendant and greeter
was Jennifer Mouchet. Wedding coordi-
nator was Anne Tate of Highlands.

After the ceremony, a brunch recep-
tion was held in the Fellowship Hall of
the Highlands United Methodist Church.
Eva Marshall, Lee Durci, Beatrice Ruhl
and Irene Talley, aunts of the bride, as-
sisted with the serving.

The rehearsal dinner, given by Ricky
and Melinda James, was held at the
Dillard House in Dillard, Georgia.

The bride is a 2000 graduate of High-
lands School and a 2004 graduate of
Clemson University with a B.S. degree in
Mathematics Teaching. She is employed
as a mathematics teacher at Westside
High School in Anderson, S.C.

The groom is a 1999 graduate of
Highlands School and a 2001 graduate
of Nashville Auto Diesel College in Nash-
ville, Tenn. He is employed as a trans-
mission specialist at Stegall’s Transmis-
sion in Greenville, S.C.

Prenuptial events given in honor of
the couple included a bridal shower
hosted by Mary Beth Houston, Jody
Zoellner, Joy Still, Michelle Closen and
Danielle Closen; a bridal breakfast
hosted by the Mathematics Department
at Westside High School; and a bridal
luncheon given by the Highlands Com-
munity Players. A bridesmaid’s luncheon
was given in honor of the bride’s wed-
ding party at Wild Thyme Gourmet in
Highlands.

To celebrate the beginning of Nicole
and Steven’s new life together, monarch
butterflies were released as they left for
their honeymoon. After a honeymoon
in Florida, the couple now resides in Sen-
eca, S.C..

... WEDDING continued from page 3

again.  Politicians are allowed to switch
positions in a heartbeat and if the rumor
is true that Buck changed his mind
because of the influence of his wife, then
standby, cause she’s a woman.  Women
can change their minds faster than
Kudzu can grow up Zeke’s leg.

Zeke knows that Buck will be tough
to beat. He will need a theme. I have
always thought Highlands needed an
official Easter Bunny to go along with
our Santa, but when I try to envision
Zeke wearing a bunny outfit with a cigar
in the corner of his mouth.....Nah!  This
job should go to Hank Ross.  Wouldn’t
he be the coolest of the coolest Easter
Bunny? His theme for re-election could
be, “Bunny In with Hank Ross.”

I have always been a Buck Trott fan,
even though I have no right to vote.
(Shouldn’t I get a half vote?) He is
perfect for a resort town like Highlands.
Like Santa, he always tells you what you
want to hear and will say anything to get

you off his lap.  He is the perfect
politician. He loves his job and is
reliable when it comes to showing up
and taking a position, even though it
could change at any time.

Because Buck takes his job so
seriously, maybe it’s time for him to
retire. One of the great challenges of life
is knowing when to hold and when to
fold.  Always bail out when you are at
the top of your game. Sell your stock just
before the fall. Step off the Ferris wheel
before you get stuck at the top.
Apparently Buck has been able to do
that for most of his life. Buck should put
on the parachute because he is at the top
of his game.

I say this out of respect for him. I
believe there is no job in this world that
is worth losing your health over. I know
the political pounding and aggravation
he takes is affecting him. Highlands
needs Buck as a friend, an activist and a
Santa Claus, not in a box.

... WOOLDRIDGE continued from page 4

Bel Canto set for Aug. 21

Kelly Anderson

Kelly Anderson, a distinguished American baritone
who has a reputation for “stealing the show” will ap-
pear for the first time in Highlands, Sunday, Aug. 21
when Bel Canto presents its 13th recital at PAC. He has
sung with opera companies throughout America and
Europe performing in such works as “Otello,” Marriage
of Figaro,” Don Giovanni” and more. For tickets call
526-5252. Proceeds benefit the Highlands School mu-
sic program and the Bascom-Louise Gallery.
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HIGHLANDS
CABINET

COMPANY

Custom cabinets and
Kitchen and Bath Design

828-526-8364
828-526-8494 Fax

In the “Craig Building”
On the Hill on S. 4th Street

FURNITURE BUYING TRIPS

BY REBECCA CLARY

Of Highlands Furniture, Inc.
31 Years of Design Experience.

Custom Window Treatments ~ Design Services
Call (828) 526-2973 For information

REMODELING & DESIGN

HHARDWARE
330 Dillard Road

Upper Level of Highlands Decorating
Phone: 828-526-3719

IGHLANDS

Derek Taylor

330 Dillard RD
Highlands

828-526-3571

Benjamin Moore Paints
Custom Area Rugs

Fabrics
Floor Coverings

Tile
Wall Coverings

Window Treatments

HDC
HIGHLANDS

DECORATING
CENTER

American Upholstery
We Repair Furniture from frame

Residential or Commercial • 37 Years Experience
Free Estimates • Free Pick-up and Delivery

Open 8 a.m.-5 p.m. Monday-Thursday
102 S. College Street • (864) 638-9661P.O. Box 593

Walhalla, SC 29691

Highlands Outdoor Tool

(828) 526-4925

2330 Cashiers Road
Highlands, NC 28741

Sales & Service in:
Chain saws  &
Trimmers
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inflated sums up to $50,000, or when
they’re “too old” to be of use to the
pimps. They are usually locked in the
brothels and beaten if they protest in
any way. And such other “civilized”
countries, like Ireland and the United
States, are not immune to the
trafficking problem.

Some 50,000 women regularly
enter Ireland to serve as prostitutes,
mainly from North Africa and
Europe. They too, are promised
legitimate jobs which never
materialize. In the United States, a
California coalition found that in
excess of 10,000 people, about 80
percent of whom are women, are
being forced to work against their
will in that one state alone. Some
were kidnapped, mostly in Mexico,
others promised decent jobs by
human smugglers, then pressed into
service.

What is shocking to me is that so
few Americans, most notably women,
have not raised louder voices in
protest against the mistreatment of
their sisters here and abroad. Our
government has spoken, but in a
relatively tepid way. I would think
that an outcry about these practices
would be resounding from London

to Moscow, from Stockholm to Tel
Aviv. Our Pollyanna leaders will
dream their dreams of progress and
make their pacts with the Egyptians
and the Saudis. But it is the cries of
plain citizens that need to be heard
throughout the world.

In a somewhat related but
markedly more auspicious story,
Gaby Vermot-Mongold, an
anthropologist and member of the
Swiss parliament, has proposed
awarding the 2006 medal to “A
Thousand Women for the Nobel
Peace Prize” — a recognition of
peacemaking outside of politics.

Since 1901, only twelve women
have won the Nobel Peace Prize. In
2006, three women will be chosen as
representatives of the thousand, and
a vote will then pick one as the
symbolic nominee for the prize.

In 2004, the Peace Prize winner
was Wangari Maathai, the first
African woman to receive the honor.
She was cited for promoting
ecologically viable social, economic
and cultural development in Kenya.
Maathai was elected to parliament in
2002 with 98 per cent of her
constituency vote.

... ANOTHER VIEW continued from page 6

Sue Manning and Dean Zuch in
rehearsal as the widow Raynelle
Turpin and the Reverend Hooker
in the Highlands Community
Players production of the comedy
“Dearly Departed” to open Aug.
18-20 at PAC For information call
526-8084.

HCP in rehearsal for Aug. 18 play
The cast for “Dearly Departed” is

working hard these days getting ready for
performances in August.  The 15 very
funny Southern characters of the com-
edy are played by several new actors and
several HCP veterans, not to mention sev-
eral “Joy of Life” sing-
ers, who will add
some good old gospel
singing to the produc-
tion.

Lee Lyons and
Jennifer Royce, new to
the HCP stage, will
play the wives of the
two brothers in the
comedy, Ray-Bud,
played by Derek Tay-
lor, and Junior, played
by Taylor Earman. 
New to HCP, but not
to stage, is Sue Man-
ning of Cashiers, an
experienced actor
who has the pivotal
role of Raynelle,
widow of Bud Turpin, the “dearly de-
parted.”

Jean Morris (Aunt Marguerite) and
Dean Zuch (Reverend Hooker) are re-cre-
ating their roles from HCP’s original pro-
duction 10 years.  Jody Read, also from
the original production, is alternating
with Shirley Williams, in the role of Veda,
long-suffering wife and caregiver of
Norval, played by Jim Schulte in his first
stage role.  Stuart Armor, well-known
HCP actor, plays Royce, the lazy, exasper-

ating son of Aunt Marguerite.
Newcomers Ron Leslie and Mary

Haratsaris play the roles respectively of
Clyde, the garage mechanic, and Juanita,
former Yam Queen of Lula.  Jenny King
plays Nadine, the mother of multiple

children, pregnant
again and still with a
babe in arms. 
Samantha Moore
plays Delightful, the
Turpins’ daughter, a
girl of few words, but
a prodigious appe-
tite.

“This outrageous
comedy is the play
most requested for
revival by those who
saw it 10 years ago,”
says director Virginia
Talbot.  “I’m excited
about working with
my cast of crazy char-
acters.  We’re going to
have as much fun as

the audiences who will see the play in
August.”

The fun begins opening night,
Thursday, Aug.18, with reception for au-
dience, cast, and crew after the perfor-
mance.  The performances continue Aug.
19 and 20, Aug. 26 and 27,at 8 p.m. and
on Sundays, Aug. 21 and Aug. 28 at 2:30
p.m.  Tickets go on sale Aug, 15. Call 526-
8084.

“Dearly Departed” is generously
sponsored in part by Warth Construction.
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By Phyllis Picklesimer
Contributor

One can only imagine what the
early traders felt, after traveling
across the desert with their

precious cargo, to suddenly come upon
a city with massive buildings carved
into the sandstone cliffs glowing red in
the sun.

An Arab tribe, the Nabateans,
about whom little is known, settled
Petra, Jordan in the 6th century B. C.
The area of Petra rises up from the
desert with jagged sandstone cliffs.  Its
steep walls formed a natural fortress
that allowed the Nabataeans to defend
and hold their territory until 109 A. D.
when Emperor Trajan made Petra a
part of the Roman Empire.

Its location, its fresh-water springs
and water storage methods, and its
caravanserais allowed the Nabataeans
to make it a desired stop on the trade
routes and also allowed tolls to be
extorted from those same travelers.

Petra was not only a trading center and
gateway between east and west, but also
a necropolis.  It is this necropolis for
which it is most famous today.

Its cult of the dead necessitated
chiseling into the sandstone
magnificent tombs and rooms where
funeral banquets could be held.  There
are more than 800 tombs in the valley.

The sandstone is not just red.  It is
layered with graduations from pink to
crimson with layers of black and white
for contrast.  All has been contoured
and refined by the forces of wind and
water to expose the colors in a
kaleidoscope of often-brilliant hues.

The site is approached down the
mile-long Siq, a narrow walkway
surrounded on right and left by sheer
rock walls.  At the end, a narrow crevice
gives a tantalizing view of Petra’s most
famous monument, The Treasury.  It
received its name because of the urn
carved on its top that is said to contain
the treasure of a pharaoh.  Bullets fired

Petra sights are at their best in early morning and late afternoon, when
the sun warms the multicolored stones

The approach through a kilometer long, cool, and gloom chasm (or Siq) a
long narrow gorge whose steeply rising sides all but obliterate the sun,
provides a dramatic contrast with the magic to come. Suddenly the gorge
opens into a natural square dominated by Petra’s most famous monument,
The Treasury (El-Khazneh), whose intricately carved facade glows in the
dazzling sun.

Secrets of Petra unveiled

through the centuries in efforts to break
it and release its treasure pockmark the
urn.  In fact, the urn is solid, cut out of
the surrounding rock, as are all the
monumental building and tombs.

This is a rock city of facades carved
into the sandstone, rather than one
built of stone blocks.  In addition, all of
the facades were sculptured from the
top down rather than vice versa.

The Treasury with its 120-foot
façade is composed of Corinthian
columns on two levels, a delicate freeze
over the entrance including various
plants and griffins, sphinxes on its ends
and an eagle atop the pediment.  On
the second level, three statues
somewhat the worse for wear stand on
plinths. The overall aspect is one of
Greek design with Egyptian overlay.
The interior was once stuccoed with
designs much like the exterior, but
today its interior walls are bare rock.

After leaving The Treasury, the Siq
continues through the now more open
valley.  The grandiose tombs are located
at various levels on the craggy cliffs.
On the left are several very simple
tombs with small square doors
hollowed into the cliff face.  Some of
my favorites; the beauty of these tombs
lies in their magnificent striation
showing all the colors inherent in the
sandstone.  The play of light makes
them incandescent.  They shimmer
with fire.

Not far is the theater with its
columned stage.  Its rows of seats
carved from the stone could seat 6,000
people.

Further walking along the Siq
reveals rock walls covered with huge
ornately designed tombs, many for
royal personages.  Some require a
climb, but the rewards are many with
several extraordinary views over the
valley.  The Urn Tomb is the most
famous.  It is reached by climbing a
rather long flight of steps.  Upon arrival

at its terrace, the tomb face is directly
before you with its façade decorated
with four weathered Doric columns
and an entrance pediment topped by
an urn.  On each side of the terrace are
porticoes supported by Doric columns.

After leaving this area of
monumental tombs, the path
continues downward to the lower city.
This was the heart of Petra.  This area
has a stone-paved street that had
covered markets on each side.  This was
where the people lived, worshiped,
shopped, and used the public baths.
The Nabataeans were sophisticated.
Their delicate eggshell thin glass is
famous.  The rock tombs were just that;
not used for housing the population.

Petra is truly a fascinating place to
explore.  My first visit was in 1992 after
the end of the first Gulf War.  There
were no other people.  There was only
the whispering of the wind through the
canyon as it swirled small whirlwinds
of dust into the air.  My second trip in
September 2000 was very different.
Hundreds of people walked the Siq and
visited The Treasury, the Royal Tombs,
and the lower city.  Such a unique
destination is surely something to be
shared by all, but I also missed the
whisper of the wind and solitude.

It is mostly the rock-cut tombs which
remain today, though freestanding
temples built of stone, the Qasr Al-
Bint Temple and the Temple of the
Winged Lions can also be seen.

• ARMCHAIR TRAVELER •
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With offices in Highlands and Clayton
For appointments call 828-526-2817 828-526-2817 828-526-2817 828-526-2817 828-526-2817

welcomes new and
returning patients

Complete general and surgical
gynecology care to area women

(excluding management of
pregnancy issues)

on a full-time basis.

Willis Sherrer, MDWillis Sherrer, MDWillis Sherrer, MDWillis Sherrer, MDWillis Sherrer, MD

 A Fellow of the American College of Obstetricians and Gynecologists,

Dr. Sherrer is the former head of GYN services at Piedmont Hospital in Atlanta.
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Signature Hair Designs for  Men &  Women

Barbara Green • 526-0349 • Open  Mon - Sat

 Razor Cuts • Color • Perms
Off the Alley Behind Wolfgang’s

Oak & Fifth Streets

Get the biggest bang for your advertising buck
in Highlands’ Newspaper and

www.highlandsinfo.com
Call 526-0782

The Chambers Agency, REALTORS
Want a Highlands home of your own?

Call The Chambers Agency, REALTORS
Want a lot, parcel or acreage in the Highlands area?

Call The Chambers Agency, REALTORS
Want a vacation rental in the mountains?
Call The Chambers Agency, REALTORS

VACATION  RENTALS
You can check home availability and BOOK ONLINE

with our secure server.
FOR SALE – You can read important facts and

information on our listings – contact us and we can
send you info on ANY listing.

Call 526-3717 • 401 N. Fifth Street
info@chambersagency.net
www.chambersagency.net

526-5525 • Highlands Plaza

Open 7 days a week
Lunch Buffet: 11-3 • M~F • $6.95

Dinner:  Sun-Thur 3-930 Fri & Sat 3-10

GOLDEN CHINA
of Highlands

In-town deliveries – $15 minimum
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By Ran Shaffner
Contributor

One of the high points of the recent
Grand Opening of the Highlands His-
torical Village was the announcement
that the diaries of Highlands co-founder
Samuel T. Kelsey had been donated to
the Highlands Historical Society for pres-
ervation in its archives. It was not known
until six years ago that these diaries even
existed.

In partnership with C. C.
Hutchinson, Kelsey founded Highlands
in 1875.  When he left the town in 1890
to help found Linville, N.C., he took with
him his diaries, along with several log
books of work done on early roads in
Highlands. These treasures were kept
until recently at a nursery, which he and
his son Harlan founded
in Linville.

The diaries include
accounts of Kelsey’s
horticultural work at
Ottawa University in
Kansas from 1866 to
1869, then describe his
founding of Highlands
in 1875, and end before
his departure in 1882.
They provide vital refer-
ences to early settlers
and events in High-
lands as well as daily
weather reports.

Indeed, they are
the source for the assur-
ance that the current
home of the Highlands
Historical Society (the
House-Trapier-Wright
House, also known as
the “Prince House”) is
the oldest remaining
residence in Highlands.
Kelsey helped Arthur
House build it in the
fall of 1877.

It is through the
generosity of Katy
Robbins Fletcher that

Kelsey’s diaries come home to Highlands
Highlands received Kelsey’s diaries. She
is the granddaughter of E. C. Robbins,
who worked for Kelsey when he was liv-
ing in Highlands and accompanied him
to Linville. In 1923 he bought out
Kelsey’s nursery in Linville, which is
popularly known today as the Garden of
the Blue Ridge in nearby Pineola.

Maxie Wright Duke has volunteered
to transcribe Kelsey’s diaries to make
them more accessible to the public.  The
Highlands Historical Society is thrilled
to have them in its archives and hopes
to accumulate many more diaries, gene-
alogies, letters, photographs, artifacts,
etc., from local residents to make its col-
lection more complete and available to
all who have a genuine interest in High-
lands history.

Photo of the nursery in Linville where Kelsey’s diaries were preserved.

Page of Kelsey’s diary describing the founding of
Highlands

Serving
Wine,
Plum

Wine  &
Sake
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• BOOK REVIEW WITH KATIE BRUGGER •

I read this book a couple of years ago, before I started
doing these reviews, and I have thought from time to
time of reviewing it. Then I noticed that a lecture

about the removal of dams sponsored by the Center for
Life Enrichment on August and I knew the time had
come.

My first environmental experience was opposition to
the Army Corps of Engineers’ plans to build dams for
flood control in my native state of Missouri. As a
teenager I loved the naughtiness of wearing T-shirts that
said “Dam the Army Corps of Engineers.” Even with that
in my past I believed that because dams were the source
of hydroelectric power they were, balancing all other
factors, environmentally positive. Dams also make
beautiful lakes that serve as a source of drinking water.
My first glimpse of Highlands was driving up Highway
64 from Franklin: after an incredible ride through
canyons of green and rushing water the first sight of a
sparkling mountain lake was breathtaking.

This book changed my mind about dams. A dam
ruins a river, a living system that is the foundation of an
entire ecosystem. This system is altered by a dam with
dire consequences for many forms of wildlife. One of the
most obvious victims of dams are fish, because they can
no longer move up and down the river during their life
cycle. It seems to be a common thing for fish to swim
upstream to spawn: I always thought the salmon in the
Northwest were unique in this but that is not true. Many
fish on the east coast of the United States are imperiled
because of dams blocking their access to the interior of
states such as Maine and North Carolina. Other fish may
not travel so far but move up and down a river during
their lives.

Watershed is a look at ten rivers across the United
States with dams that have either been removed or their
removal is being contemplated. Most of these dams were
built originally for hydropower, but over time, as utility
companies have spread powerlines everywhere, the small
generating capacity of the dams have made them more-
or-less irrelevant for this purpose. But the dams remain,
blocking the movement of riverine creatures, capturing
sediment in the impounded lake, and altering the ecology
of the river downstream by the lack of normal sediment
deposition and the regulated water flow.

Just last week I found out that the very controversies
Ms. Grossman describes are happening right here in our
backyard. I just happened to see the Crossroads
Chronicle of July 13 which has a front-page article
entitled “Relicensing Alternative?”

The licenses of a number of hydroelectric dams in
western North Carolina owned by Duke Power are up for
review. Duke Power wants to remove some of their dams,
including one in Dillsboro (the one you can see from
Highway 441/23 on the Tuckaseigee River). There are
many people and groups in favor of the removal of the
Dillsboro dam, including whitewater kayakers. But as in
Watershed, groups of citizens and governments have
come together to block removal of the dam. In our case
these are Friends of Lake Glenville and Jackson County
and Macon County. These entities have filed a Preferred
Settlement Agreement (PSA) with the Federal Energy
Regulatory Commission (FERC) which, among other
things, argues for the preservation of the Dilllsboro dam.

Opponents of the dam argue that the dam is
“historic” so should be preserved; it’s “scenic;” and the

sediment release upon breaching the dam will harm
endangered species. These are all familiar arguments after
reading Watershed.

Also as in Watershed, the main arguments in favor of
removing the Dillsboro dam are the benefits of river
restoration to the wildlife. The Crossroads Chronicle
reported: “In the original settlement agreement, Duke
Power calls for the removal of the Dillsboro Dam, which
Duke said would ‘allow full access by aquatic resources
to an additional 9.5 miles of river, which would provide
restored habitat for numerous riverine fish species,
macroinvertebrates, and the federally endangered

Photo courtesy of Smoky Mountin News
Dillsboro dam in Dillsboro, N.C.

Watershed: The Undamming of America, by Elizabeth Grossman  333.91G

Appalachian elktoe mussel, and would remove a barrier
to upstream fish movements, including mussel host
species in the Tuckaseegee River.”

Ms. Grossman describes how the spawn of mussels
grab on to migrating fish and hitch a ride to a new part of
a river for the next phase of their life. Some opponents of
the Dillsboro dam removal claim that the release of the
sediment when the dam is breached will harm the mussels
so the dam should stay to protect them, but it is very
likely the elktoe mussels are endangered because their
passage up the river has been blocked. The dam removal
won’t harm them, it will save them. In addition, the U.S.
Fish and Wildlife Service tested the sediment for toxic
contamination and found no evidence that release of the
sediment would be harmful.

The Dillsboro Dam is a good example of a
hydroelectric dam that has become obsolete, just like the
dam on Lake Sequoyah. The Dillsboro dam’s generating
capacity is 225 kw, and its average annual generation is
about 1,350 megawatt hours. Duke Power could replace
Dillsboro’s total power output in less than a day of
additional operation of the utility’s 10 other area
hydroelectric plants (from the Sylva Herald).

As I looked over the Chronicle I wondered whether
it was any coincidence that in that same issue, on the
front page of the next section, there was an article about
the pleasures afforded by the existence of Lake
Glenville—how natural river recreation is fine and good

but in the summer there is nothing like waterskiing for
real fun, including a few pictures of the author having a
really good time doing just that.

One of the most affecting stories that Ms. Grossman
told is about two dams in the Olympic National Park. The
damage these dams have wreaked upon the native salmon
population is heartbreaking, yet at the time of the
publication of this book the future of these dams was in
doubt, and the reader isn’t left much hope that removal
would happen. Happily, the upcoming lecture is by Dr.
Robert Young of Western Carolina University, who will
be speaking about his involvement in the removal of
these two dams on the Elwha River which is set to begin
in 2008.

I was also thrilled to read that the removal of Glen
Canyon Dam, on the Colorado River upstream of the
Grand Canyon, is within the realm of possibilities. I
consider myself an environmentalist, but I do not agree
with the tactics of Earth First!, the radical group inspired
by the writings of Edward Abbey, in particular his novel
The Monkeywrench Gang. When I read this book I
realized it was written by someone who loved a
landscape more than anyone I had known before. Mr.
Abbey adored the desert southwest, and when he saw his
beloved being developed it was like watching his lover be
raped. By the end of the book I was contemplating
blowing up the Glen Canyon Dam.

Many years ago a water compact was reached
between the states in the Colorado River drainage,
dividing up the water rights. Glen Canyon Dam was built
to store water for the lower Colorado Basin states, and
Ms. Grossman documents that this is an extremely
inefficient method of water transfer. Every year Lake
Powell loses to evaporation and seepage into the porous
rocks of Glen Canyon enough water to supply a city the
size of Los Angeles. The loss of the dam would reduce
the amount of water delivered to the lower Colorado
River Basin by only one percent.

A favorite book of mine is Controlling Nature by
John McPhee. In this book Mr. McPhee looks at the folly
of humankind’s attempts to control nature on a grand
scale. Mr. McPhee looks at three projects in great detail,
including building dams and levees to control the
Mississippi River, and I found myself wishing that Ms.
Grossman had taken the same approach. She gives
snapshots of the battles around the dams on the ten rivers,
but the issues are similar and by quickly addressing one
dam after another the material got kind of repetitious.

The other thing I think would have improved her
book was if she discussed dams that are useful, for
example those that produce a lot of electricity. By doing
so she could have helped readers assess the pros and cons
of a dam in their own backyards.

I just heard that the Dillsboro dam is here to stay.
This may be rumor, but it saddens me to hear it because I
have become convinced of the benefits of dam removal. I
look forward to hearing Dr. Young’s opinion. The lecture
is sponsored by the Center for Life Enrichment, and will
be given Wednesday, August 3 at 7:30 pm at the Civic
Center.

• For more information on our local dam removal:
www.ferc.gov

www.friendsoflakeglenville.com
www.nantahalapower.com/nantahala/lakes/hydroelectric/
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– News from Chambéry, France, Part 11 –

Around Europe in 15 days flat,
– continued –

By Megan Lewicki
Highlands Rotary Exchange Student

A lot happened on Day Eight of our tour.
Day 8
The eighth day of the bus trip had been

anticipated from the beginning. Today, we would
be spending our time in Venice. Almost every girl
had been saving her spending money exclusively
for the Venetian boutiques.

Because of my handicap, we realized I would
never make it to all of our appointments for the
day on my crutches. So the boys took turns
carrying me in a basket toss (strictly a cheerleader’s
term for a hand over wrist formation between two
pairs of hands, forming a human chair) over
bridges and all around Venice. They were absolute
troopers. I promised them I wouldn’t eat anything
that afternoon to lessen the workload, a.k.a moi.

When the boys got tired, one of the
chaperones took over and I sat on his shoulders
for a while. I didn’t enjoy that so much; he was
very tall and very thin, and I couldn’t help but
cling to his head for dear life, fearing I might cause
him to topple over.

We finally made it to our destination…a
gondola port! We were about to take a 45 minute
tour of Venice via gondola. All of us were looking
forward to it. Most of us used up our memory
cards in our digital cameras from all the pictures
we took. It was absolutely amazing. Venice really is
everything they say it is.

We met our tour guide afterwards and luckily,
he was able to get me a wheelchair. We visited the

Note: After being away from Highlands for 10 months.Megan returned to High-
lands June 26. She has written 10 articles about her experiences; and has also included a
multi-part series about the trip she took with the Rotary and other exchange students
around Europe. She returned home before finishing her series and more installments
are due, so stay tuned.

famous Saint Marc Basilica and Doges Palace. The
murals and paintings were absolutely gorgeous!
Even though the tour guide told us it was
forbidden to take pictures, the other exchange
students would crowd around my wheelchair
while I secretly took as many photos as I could
with the flash off.

After the tour, I found all four chaperones
huddled together in what appeared to be a serious
discussion. One of them approached me and said,
(translated for your convenience) “We would like
you to have this wheelchair for the rest of the
afternoon, but technically we aren’t allowed to
keep it after the tour is finished. So…we are going
to sneak you out of here when we see a large
group heading towards the exits, and hide you
among the other people.” I started to laugh at
their 007 attitude. Then another chaperone
checked me and said, “Don’t laugh! Pretend that
it’s your wheelchair and look like you really need
it!” I mustered all my acting abilities and bit my
tongue hard to keep from laughing as they hid me
among a group of Austrian senior citizens. I think

they were really excited from all the strategic
planning. Then I had the afternoon to spend
almost all my money in the Venetian boutiques.

At the end of the afternoon we all headed
wearily back to our hotel, and thought about our
upcoming events. Tomorrow we would be heading
to the south of France and then off to Monaco.....

Stay tuned to see how the remainder of the trip
ends.

Below: Megan takes a
break on the plaza of

Saint Marc Basilica.
Right: A view of

Venice via gondola.
Above: Megan gets a

little support from one
of her chaperones.

Photos by Megan
Lewicki
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• PLACES OF WORSHIP ON THE PLATEAU •• SPIRITUALLY SPEAKING •
BLUE VALLEY BAPTIST CHURCH

Rev. Oliver Rice, Pastor (706) 782-3965
Sundays: School – 10 a.m., Worship – 11

Sunday night services every second and fourth
Sunday at 7

Wednesdays: Mid-week prayer meeting – 7 p.m.
BUCK CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH

Sundays: School – 10 a.m.; Worship – 11
First Saturday: Singing at 7:30 p.m.

CHAPEL OF SKY VALLEY
Sky Valley, Georgia

The Right Rev. Dr. John S. Erbelding, Pastor
Church: 706-746-2999    

 Pastor’s residence: 706-746-5770
Sundays: 9 a.m. - choir

Holy Communion 1st Sunday of the month
Wednesdays: 9 a.m. Healing and Prayer with Holy

Communion each service
CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF LATTER DAY

SAINTS
NC 28 N. and Pine Ridge Rd., (828) 369-8329

Rai Cammack, Branch President, (828) 369-1627
CHRIST CHURCH

743-9370
The Rev. Thomas Allen

“Traditional Episcopal Worship”
Sunday Worship and communion at 4 p.m.

Tuesday Noon Bible Study: noon Parish House
Thursday worship and communion at 10:30 a.m.

Pot Luck Dinner: Last Sunday of the Month.
All services at the Community Bible Church

CHRISTIAN SCIENCE CHURCH
526-2830 • Corner of Spring & Third Streets

Come hear the healing message of the Christ
Sunday at 11 a.m.

Wednesday at 7 p.m.
Study Room Open Saturday, 1-3 p.m.
CLEAR CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH

Pastor Everett Wilson, (828) 743-3379
Sundays: School – 10 a.m.; Worship – 11

Prayer – 6:30 p.m.
Evening Service – 7 p.m.

COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH
(Evangelical Presbyterian Church)
Steven E. Kerhoulas, Senior Pastor

www.cbchighlands.com
526-4685

3645 U.S. 64 east, Highlands
Sundays: 9:30 a.m. Sunday School; 1O:45 Worship;

6 p.m., “The Rock” for highschoolers
Tuesdays: 10 a.m. Women’s Bible Study

Wed: 5:30 p.m. Prayer Meeting; 6:15 p.m. Supper;
7 p.m. Teaching

EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF THE INCARNATION
Rev. Brian Sullivan –  526-2968

Sundays: Choir – 9 a.m.; Adult Sunday School
classes – 9:15 a.m.; Holy Eucharist – 10:30 a.m.;

Children’s Chapel  – 10:30 a.m.;
Mondays: Women’s Cursillo Group (Library) – 4

Tuesdays: Men’s Cursillo in Jones Hall – 8
 Wednesdays: Liturgy Mtg – 4 p.m.; Christian

Education – 5 p.m.; Supper & Program – 6 p.m.
Thursdays:  Holy Eucharist – 10 a.m.

Sunday Service is telecast on cable channel 14
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH

Dr. Daniel D. Robinson, 526--4153
Sun.: Worship – 8:15 a.m., 10:45 a.m., 6:30 p.m.;

School – 9:30 a.m.; Youth – 6:30 p.m.; Choir – 7:15

Wednesdays: Dinner – 5:30 p.m.; Team Kids – 6 p.m.;
Prayer – 6:15 p.m., Choir – 7:30 p.m.

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Rev. J. Hunter Coleman, Pastor, 526-3175

Sun.: Worship – 8:30 & 11 a.m.; Sunday School –
9:30 & 9:45.

Wednesdays: Children’s Devotions – 9:30 a.m.;
Supper – 6 p.m.; Choir – 7 p.m.
Thursdays: Bible Study – 10 a.m.

Sat: Adventistas del Septimo Dia – 10 a.m.&  5
HIGHLANDS ASSEMBLY OF GOD

Rev. Scott Holland, 524-6026, Sixth Street
Sundays: School – 10 a.m.; Worship – 11

Wednesdays: Prayer & Bible Study – 7
HIGHLANDS 7TH-DAY ADVENTIST CHURCH

Wednesday evening prayer & Bible Study
Call Lloyd Kidder at 526-9474

HIGHLANDS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Pastors Eddie & Kim Ingram, 526-3376

Sun: School –9:30 & 9:45 a.m.; Worship – 8:30 & 11
Wed: Supper – 5:30 p.m.; Bible Study & activities – 6

 HOLY FAMILY LUTHERAN CHURCH – ELCA
Rev. Delmer Chilton, Pastor,

2152 Dillard Road – 526-9741
Sundays: Worship/Communion – 10:30

MACEDONIA BAPTIST CHURCH
8 miles south of Highlands on N.C. 28 S in Satolah

Pastor Jamie Passmore, (706) 782-8130
Sundays: School – 10 a.m.; Worship – 11

Choir – 6 p.m.
Wed: Bible Study and Youth Mtg. – 7 p.m.

MOUNTAIN SYNAGOGUE
St. Cyprian’s Episcopal Church, Franklin 369-6871

Friday: Sabbath Eve Services at 7 p.m.
For more information, call

(706)-745-1842.
OUR LADY OF THE MOUNTAINS CATHOLIC

CHURCH
Rev. Tien, Priest

Parish office, 526-2418
Wednesdays & Fridays: Mass – 9 a.m.

Saturday Vigil Mass – 4 p.m.
Sundays: Mass – 11 a.m.

SCALY MOUNTAIN BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Clifford Willis

Sundays: School –10 a.m.; Worship –11 a.m. & 7
Wednesdays: Prayer Mtg. – 7 p.m.

SCALY MOUNTAIN CHURCH OF GOD
290 Buck Knob Road; Pastor Alfred Sizemore

Sundays: School – 10 a.m.; Worship – 10:45 a.m.;
Evening Worship – 6 p.m.

Wed: Adult Bible Study & Youth – 7 p.m.
 For more information call 526-3212.

SHORTOFF BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Rev. Wayne Price

Sundays: School – 10 a.m.; Worship – 11
Wednesdays: Prayer & Bible Study – 7

UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST FELLOWSHIP
Rev. Maureen Killoran (part-time) 526-9769

Sundays: Worship – 11 a.m.
WESTSIDE BAPTIST CHURCH

Interim Pastor, Terry Dixon
Services in the basement of the Peggy Crosby

Sundays: Fellowship & Worship  – 11
WHITESIDE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Cashiers, Rev. Sam Forrester, 743-2122
Sundays: School – 10 a.m.; Worship – 11

When all
t h e

World Was
Young,” is
Ferrol Sam’s
third in a tril-
ogy that trac-
es the life of
Porter Os-
borne. Porter
is in medical
school about
to be drafted
into service.
He and his friend Arm-
strong Abernathy are hav-
ing one of their many theo-
logical discussions. The
subject is prayer:

“Pray? Pray? Arm-
strong, I prayed for 18
years. I prayed in the qui-
etness of my heart. I prayed
in the closets with the door
closed. I prayed on bend-
ed knee. I spoke to my Fa-
ther which is in heaven and
I did it in secret with tears
in my eyes. I followed ev-
ery formula I ever heard of.
And what did he do? Noth-
ing. Not a damn thing. .....I
haven’t prayed since Dec 7
when the Arizona got sunk,
and I’m not about to start
now. I’d rather die than ask
him for anything else.”

“Teach us to pray,”
asked Jesus disciples. If
there is a common thread
that links all the congs
we’ve served through the
years, it is the matter of
prayer. Where ever I’ve
been, there are those who
readily admit that they do
not pray either because
they don’t think they know
how and never have truly
tried, or, they think they
know how but don’t be-
cause it’s ineffective.

David, a man after
God’s own heart, prayed.
Psalm 86 is but one of the
many in scripture attribut-
ed to him. Praying is inte-
gral to the life of the believ-
er, yet the practice of pray-
ing comes hard. It’s hard
because as adults, we are so
grown up that we have lost
much of the childlikeness
God seems to welcome in
the very act of praying.
“Now I lay me down to
sleep...” Do you remember
being taught that as a
young child?

We are so grown up,
we have apparently grown
past having needs that the
act of praying implies. We •See  SPIRITUALLY pg. 18

 “I lay me down to Sleep”

The Rev. Hunter Coleman
First Presbyterian Church

have become
so self-reliant,
so pragmatic
that we trust
only that
which can be
seen and mea-
sured, tested
and touched.

And yet,
the practice of
prayer in the
life of the be-
liever is cru-

cial. Jesus prayed, often,
every day, at the drop of a
hat, as if his life depended
on it, which apparently it
did. Jesus commanded us
to prayer. Prayer is an inte-
gral part of discipleship.
And yet, who among us
can say they are satisfied
with their understanding
of and practice of prayer?

“Teach us to pray,”
asked the disciples and
many of us would agree.
Yes, teach us to pray.

If you want to learn to
pray, said Jesus, pray like
this. “Our Abba, who art in
heaven.” The most impor-
tant word in all of the
Lord’s Prayer, the paradigm
of prayers, is “Abba” which
translates most accurately
not as father, but as papa.
That one word defines the
true nature of prayer.

To pray “abba” is to
see yourself as a child of
God and God your heav-
enly parent, with the un-
derstanding that God de-
fines parenthood. Parent-
hood, does not defined
God. The nature of God,
his awesome power, un-
ending mercy, confound-
ing wisdom brings radical-
ly new meaning to parent-
ing. Anyone who objects to
calling God father needs to
know the kind of fathering
and mothering God does.
God is the quintessential
pappa/momma, the one
you can trust most with
your life, the one you can
depend upon, the one you
desire most to learn from
and to please as daughter
or son.

Even though prayer is
childlike, it isn’t childish.
It isn’t like the young boy
who interrupted his fami-
ly to announce, “I’m going
to say my prayers now.
Anybody want anything?”
Sadly, those who eventual-
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 Adventure
      Depot

Canoe & Kayak
Tours & Rentals

Hiking Trips
Llama Trekking

Pontoon Boat Tours
Fly Fishing Classes
Mtn. Bike Rentals

Rappeling

1-800-903-4401 • 828-743-2052
www.adventuredepot.net

DILLSBORO
RIVER COMPANY, LLC

Great Family Rafting!

 Highway 441    Dillsboro, NC
(Toll Free) 1-866-586-3797

828-506-3610

Even kids as light as 40 lbs!
Located just across from historic

downtown Dillsboro

www.northcarolinarafting.com

Family
Float Trip
Adventures

KID’S
GO FOR

$10
Great Smoky Mt. River Fun

Tuckaseegee
Outfitters

1-800-539-5683
Hwy 441 at Barkers Creek
                   Dillsboro, N.C.www.tuckfloat.com

9 miles from Highlands
9770 Highlands Road

Fun for the entire family

Open 7 days
 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

• Gem Mine
• Rock Shop
• Gift Shop

828-524-5850

Jackson Hole Trading Post

• DAY TRIPS & EXCURSIONS •

¤

882-0002 or 843-2722 
www.northlandcabletv.com

your cable bill with

Cal l  North land Cable to upgrade & save today!

- Enjoy the convenience of one bill

- No phone line required

- No contract required

- 12 month rate guarantee

Already a Northland Cable and Internet customer? 
Call to find out how you can upgrade your service and SAVE! 

SAVE every month when you

choose a combo special from

Northland Cable*

NORTHLAND
EXPRESS

High-Speed Internet Service

LOWER

*Internet service may not be available in all areas. Some restrictions apply.

Capitol City Opera Company comes to Highlands, at the Church of
the Incarnation, on Wed., Aug. 3, as one of the programs constituting
the Interlude Series 2005. Atlanta’s most frequently performing opera
company, Capitol City Opera Company presents high quality,
innovative, and exciting opera theater. Interlude Series 2005 concerts
are held at 2 p.m. on summer Wednesdays through Aug. 31. Programs
alternate weekly between the First Presbyterian Church of Highlands
and the Episcopal Church of the Incarnation. There is no admission
charge for the programs, which constitute a ministry in music to the
many visitors, members and friends of the churches in Highlands and
provide a time to reflect, to be refreshed and renewed.

to suggest conditions for approving the
plat.

“That’s contractual zoning and it’s
illegal,” he said. “Unless you go in and
make fundamental changes to the ordi-
nance.”

Since that time, Gantenbein has dis-
cussed the matter with the Institute of
Government and learned that a state-
enabling statue is not required for con-
ditional zoning and it can be used to
develop “difficult” tracts of land — diffi-
cult as it applies in Highlands to topog-
raphy and adjacent zoning districts.

Gantenbein said this allows any
town board to discuss sites on a case-by-
case basis so that the final site plan be-
comes the ordinance – with its setback
heights, parking requirements and indi-
vidual specifications included.

“It will allow the Town Board to ne-
gotiate the whole package,” he said.

Conditional zoning would give the
Town Board more control over develop-
ment prior to the zoning board’s final
step of issuing a Special Use Permit.

Gantenbein said he was encouraged
by this because the current zoning ordi-
nances are “cookie cutter ordinances”
and “they just don’t work here in the
mountains with the terrain.”

Gantenbein said he thinks condi-
tional zoning would have made a differ-
ence in the Town Board’s decision regard-
ing the Werder property because this
would give the Town the ability to use
their own discretion on a project by
project basis. Developer Simmerson

wanted the tract rezoned R-3; the Town
Board wanted it rezoned R-2.

“Now, they can match the project to
the terrain,” he said.

Gantenbein said there were two op-
tions from which the Town Board could
choose. One would be a site-plan review
by the Town Board, then the planning
board and back to the Town Board for
final approval.

In the second option, the site plan
would go directly to the zoning board
for a conditional use permit in a proce-
dure similar to the issuance of a Special
Use Permit.

The town’s zoning ordinance would
have to be amended to permit the new
“conditional zones” which are actually
the site plans.

“This would make contractual zon-
ing legal,” Gantenbein said. “I would pick
the first option.”

Gantenbein said the downside to
conditional zoning is that it could be-
come political because everything is done
on a site-by-site, person-to-person basis.

Opera company to perform at ‘Interlude’

... STATUTE continued from page 1

A Singles Get-Away at The
Mountain Retreat and Learning
Center. Singles from Atlanta, High-
lands and Asheville are encouraged
to meet new friends while swim-
ming, dancing, exercising hiking.
Call 526-5838 for details.

Calling all singles
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On-going
• Camp activities for the entire family at

The Mountain Retreat and Learning Center.
Adults can relive summer camp days and chil-
dren develop an appreciation of the out of
doors; you can learn new skills, meet new
friends, and experience the joy of summer.
Whether it’s reading a book or playing field
games, we have something for everyone! Call
526-5838, ext 203 or email
info@mountaincenters.org.

• Live music at Jack’s at Skyline Restau-
rant every Friday and Saturday nights.

• “Joseph & the Amazing Technicolor
Dreamcoat” at Highlands Playhouse through
July 31. Call 526-2695 for ticket information.

• Music and dancing at Fressers in Helen’s
Barn the third Thursday of each month, 8-12

• Live Music at Buck’s Coffee Cafe Thurs-
day-Saturday, 8-11 p.m.

• Piano Bar at ...on the Verandah seven
nights a week accompanied by jazz guitar Tues-
days and Thursdays all at 7 p.m.

• Live music at Wolfgang’s Restaurant and
Wine Bistro, Mon., Wed., Thurs., 6-10 p.m.

• This Week at Highlands Wine and
Cheese:  Complimentary samples Saturday
12:30 until 4:00.  Wine Flights Thursday, Fri-
day, and Saturday from 4:30 until 6:30, fea-
turing Bordeaux.

• HealthTracks, at Highlands-Cashiers
Hospital, offers a special class on Mondays and
Thursday to help reduce the risk of osteoporo-
sis by building strength and helping to increase
bone density 4:30 to 5:30 p.m. at HealthTracks.
Cost is $8 per session. Call HealthTracks at 526-
1348.

• HealthTracks is currently offering two
yoga classes per week, both taught by certified
instructor Carole Mackey. “Gentle Yoga” is held
each Tues. at 5:15 p.m. “Hatha Yoga” is offered
Wed. at 5:15 p.m. in the fitness studio on the
first level of the Jane Woodruff Clinic. Cost is
$12 per session or 10 sessions for $100. Call
HealthTracks at 526-1348

• HealthTracks offers a Pilates class on
Mon. and Wed. at 4 p.m. Classes are taught by
certified instructor Sandie Trevethan in the fit-
ness studio on the first level of the new Jane
Woodruff Clinic. Cost is $10 per session or $80
for 10 sessions. Call HealthTracks at 526-1348

• HealthTracks  is offering a special ton-
ing class on Tuesday and Thursday at 9 a.m.
Cost is $6 per session for HealthTracks non-
members. The classes are held at HealthTracks.
Call HealthTracks at 526-1348

• Adult Drawing 101 with Kathy Evans at
B-L Gallery Tuesdays from 10-12 through July.
Take one class or take them all! This begin-
ning level class will provide instruction on var-
ious techniques along with aspects of design
and composition. Call 526-4949

• Independent Study Art Class with Kathy
Evans at B-L Gallery Tuesdays from 1-3 through
July. This adult class offers independent study
in a medium of your choice at the Intermedi-
ate and Advanced level. Call the gallery at 526-
4949

• Open Studio with a live model at B-L
Gallery on Tuesdays from 5:30 – 8:30 p.m. Cost
is $10 per evening. Please call the gallery by
Monday evening if you will be stopping by
Tuesday night, so that we may coordinate with
our models. Call the gallery at 526-4949.

• Improv Classes for high school and col-
lege students Mondays at 6 p.m. at Instant The-
atre’s Studio on Main, 310 Main Street. 526-
1687. FREE.

• Each Thursday – Open House at Chest-
nut Hill of Highlands, Highlands-Cashiers only
senior residential community. Refreshments
and tours of the model home and Clubhouse.

• Al-Anon Group meets at noon on Thurs-
days in the Community Room at First Presby-
terian Church.

• Mountainview Alcoholics Anonymous
meets in the remodeled basement room of the
Presbyterian Church sanctuary, Mondays at 8
p.m.; Tuesdays at 5:30 p.m. (women only);
Wednesdays and Fridays at noon.

July 29
• Live Music at Cyprus Restaurant. Chuck

Beattie & Blues by Design -10 p.m.
• Renaissance Woman and multi-media

artist, Thea (Cynthia Stacey), will be present-
ing her photography at Mill Creek Gallery &
Framing in Highlands during the month of
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• Complete line of office supplies
• Laminating • Fax Service
• Greeting Cards
• Ink Cartridges

526-3379

HOME DECOR & FIXTURES

The Most Diverse Inventory in Highlands
Antiques •Estate Jewelry• High Design,

Handmade Purses •Wholesale European Ceramics
Quality Handcrafted Jewelry •Home Accessories

Mon - Sat 10-5 Sun 1-4
828-526-0229

2820 Dillard Rd
3 miles from Main St

450 Main St. – 526-5226

Gourmet
Kitchenware

Dinner Settings

Charming
Accessories

450 Main St. – 526-5226
Open 10-5    Mon-SatOpen 10-5    Mon-Sat

Mon - Sat 10~5pm • 526-4905
Located behind WLocated behind WLocated behind WLocated behind WLocated behind Wachoachoachoachoachovia Bank on the Fvia Bank on the Fvia Bank on the Fvia Bank on the Fvia Bank on the Frrrrranklin Ranklin Ranklin Ranklin Ranklin Road.oad.oad.oad.oad.

PrPrPrPrProud memberoud memberoud memberoud memberoud members of Highlands Chamber of Commers of Highlands Chamber of Commers of Highlands Chamber of Commers of Highlands Chamber of Commers of Highlands Chamber of Commercecececece

The Place to shop for:
Luxury Linens • Sheets Sets • Down Comforters

• Down Blankets
We ship for your convenience

WHOLESALE DOWN COMFORTERS & MORE!

Always Something New!

• UPCOMING EVENTS •

¤

882-0002 or 843-2722 
www.northlandcabletv.com

your cable bill with

- Enjoy the convenience of one bill
- No phone line required
- No contract required

- 12 month rate guarantee

NORTHLAND EXPRESS
High-Speed Internet Service

LOWER

SAVE every month when you choose a combo special from Northland Cable*

*Internet service may not be available in all areas. Some restrictions apply.

Cal l  North land Cable to upgrade & save today!

Already a Northland Cable and Internet customer? 
Call to find out how you can upgrade your service and SAVE! 

This Saturday, July 30, singer-
songwriters Thea & the Green-
Man who are known for blend-
ing impeccable harmony vocals
with acoustic guitars and percus-
sion will be at The Instant The-
atre Company’s Studio on Main
for a very special concert. They
have been compared to Peter,
Paul & Mary, Judy Collins and
John Denver. Tickets for Thea &
The GreenMan are $7 children 17
& under and $15 adults. Call The
Instant Box Office at (828) 342-
9197.

Also on The ITC’s calendar is
Little Entertainments, a weekly
show featuring improv comedy,
guest musicians, original short
plays, a radio show and The Back
Porch Band that plays to full hous-
es every Friday night at 8 p.m.
July 29 guests include Highlands
musician John Williams and pia-
nist C.W. Stewart. Complimenta-
ry wine is served before the per-
formance and at the interval. To
reserve tickets, call The Instant
Box Office at (828) 342-9197.
Little Entertainments tickets are
$20 in advance and $25 at the
door.

At Instant Theater
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August. An artist’s reception is set for 6-8 p.m.
and will feature the music of singer-songwrit-
ers Thea & the GreenMan.

• Instant Theater Little Entertainments
features guests Brian Reese & Uncle Bob. $20
in advance $25 at the door. Call (828) 342-
9197. Saturday specials: $15 adults, $7 stu-
dents. All proceeds finance adult and children
FREE acting classes.

July 30
•Saturday, singer-songwriters Thea & the

GreenMan who are known for blending im-
peccable harmony vocals with acoustic guitars
and percussion will be at The Instant Theatre
Company’s Studio on Main for a very special
concert. Tickets for Thea & The GreenMan
are $7 children 17 & under and $15 adults.
Call The Instant Box Office at (828) 342-9197.

• The Nantahala Hiking Club will take a

3.5 mile moderate hike to Split Rock on the
Chattooga River. Drive 30 miles round trip.
Call leader Mo Wheeler, 526-9561.

• The last Mountain Music concert at
Highlands School gymnatorium 7:15-9:15
p.m. The Dendy Family and Mountain Faith,
a family of musicians from Sylva.

July 31
• Cajun Festival poster contest deadline

is Sunday. The winning entry will receive two
tickets to the festival, dance lessons by Caroli-
na Cajun Dancers, Cajun cuisine from Don
Leon’s Deli Cafe and Holly Does The Cook-
ing, and a Cajun gift basket from The Toy Store.
Total prizes are valued at $100. Entries may be
any size, but must be turned in to The Toy Store
or the PAC by July 31. Call 526-1552.

Aug. 1
• The Highlands Playhouse benefit golf

tournament on Monday at Highlands Cove.
The event will feature a shotgun start and the
$125 fee per person includes greens fees, cart a
box lunch, hors d’oeuvres, dinner prizes and
an auction all at the beautiful Highlands Cove.
There will also be awards for a hole-in- one,
closest to the pin and a putting contest to add
enjoyment to the round of golf and challenge
the contestants. To registrater call 526-9443.

Aug. 3
• The third in the CLE Wednesday night

lecture series on Wednesday will be held at the
Highlands Civic Center at 7:30. Dr. Rob Young,
a Western Carolina University geologist will
discuss his work on the Elwha River Restora-
tion Project. Admission is free.

• Capitol City Opera Company comes to
Highlands, at the Church of the Incarnation,
on Wed., at 2 p.m., as one of the programs
constituting the Interlude Series 2005

Aug. 4
• Highlands attorney Leonard Baer will

present a talk entitled “Be Prepared” on Thurs.,
Aug 4 at the Eckerd Living Center in the dining
room at 7 p.m. He will discuss Advance
Directives — Living Wills, health care Powers
of Attorney, and Do Not Resuscitate (DNR)
orders, providing an overview of each,
explaining the differences among them, and
stressing the importance of having Advance
Directives. It’s free.

Aug. 5
• Instant Theater Little Entertainments

features Cindy McConnell and John Roman.
$20 in advance $25 at the door. Call 342-9197.
Saturday specials: $15 adults, $7 students. All
proceeds finance adult and children FREE act-
ing classes.

Aug. 6
• Highlands Fire & Rescue Open House,

11 a.m. to 3 p.m. at the station. Hotdogs and
drinks will be served free of charge and rides
on the fire truck are planned.

• The Macon County Art Association will
present an outdoor  “Art Show & Sale,”  Satur-
day. (Rain date Aug 13) from 10 a.m.-3 p.m.
on the grounds of Our Lady of the Mountains
Catholic Church - 5th Street in Highlands.

• Instant Theater Little Entertainments
features Songwriters-in-the-Round feat. Jon Za-
chary, Freddie Bradburn, Lisa Stevens, and Thea
& The Greenman. $20 in advance $25 at the
door. Call (828) 342-9197. Saturday specials:
$15 adults, $7 students. All proceeds finance
adult and children FREE acting classes.

• Bat Program at the Nature Center. 8-9
p.m. Come for a presentation about bat biol-
ogy and natural history including some live
bats. Afterward, stay to locate bats in the wild.
Cost is $5 per person. Call 526-2623.
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Open Mon. - Wed. 10-5
Thurs.-Sat. 10-6:30 • Sun. 1-5

828-526-5210

At the end of the street at Falls on Main
Featuring the art of Helena Meek

Now Arriving: 
• New SPECIALTY
Foods and Great
GIFTS
• Microbrews and
Artisan Beers
• Highlands’
finest WINES

Wine Flights Thursday through
Saturday  4:30 until 6:30

Barbara B. Cusachs
Oak & Fifth Streets

828-526-3901
1-800-526-3902

King Mountain Club

For Sale By Owner

Open House Sun & Mon 12-4 PM
For directions call: 526-9096

Unique 3,000 S.F. mountain home - 4 BR,
3 BA. Guest quarters, great mountain views.
Photos at realestatemate.com/45273.
Gated community with clubhouse, swim-
ming, tennis and fishing. NO Membership
Fee. Golf nearby. $595,000. Best Buy! Re-
altors welcome.

GOLF

Daily-Fee Golf Rates
Early Bird Rate: 7am-8:23am $49 • Midday Golf: 8:30am-1 pm $87

Twilight Specials: 1 pm $49, 3 pm $37 • Replay Rate: $25

Call 743-1174 to reserve your Tee Time today

Mountain Mama’s Grille & Tavern • Open Daily 11-5
Soup & Salad Bar•Build Your Own Burger Bar•Hot & Cold

Sandwiches•Homemade Chips•FULL SERVICE BAR

“Best Golf Value in the Smokies”

• Dramatic Elevation Changes • 90 degree rule always in effect
• Bent grass greens, tees and fairways

• Visit our fully stocked Pro Shop with logo’d souvenir items
• 4 PLA• 4 PLA• 4 PLA• 4 PLA• 4 PLAY – 3 PY – 3 PY – 3 PY – 3 PY – 3 PAAAAAY with this ad. ExpirY with this ad. ExpirY with this ad. ExpirY with this ad. ExpirY with this ad. Expires July 3es July 3es July 3es July 3es July 31, 2001, 2001, 2001, 2001, 20055555

PUBLIC
WELCOME

4 miles east of Cashiers on Hwy 64

Get the biggest bang for your advertising buck
in Highlands’ Newspaper and

www.highlandsinfo.com • Call 526-0782

Junker Management, Inc.

Dependable & Reliable service,
” We meet our deadlines”

Creston, AMX, Integra, Denon, & more…
www.junkermanagement.com or

1-888-672-9966

• Property Management
for absentee owners
• Home inspection
•Repairs/Renovation/
New Construction
• Home Automation &
Home Theater
• Network administration

Full Service property management
specializing in:

The third in the CLE
Wednesday night lecture series on
August 3 will be held at the
Highlands Civic Center at 7:30.
Admission is free.

Dr. Rob Young, a Western
Carolina University geologist will
discuss his work on the Elwha
River Restoration Project. A $182
million federally funded plan to
restore the Elwha River, the largest
watershed in Olympic National
Park, will result in the removal of
two dams — the 108-foot tall
Elwha Dam and the 210-foot
Glines Canyon Dam. The project,
set to begin in 2008, is designed
to re-establish the salmon fishery
in the Elwha River and restore the
river’s delta area to its original
sandy coastal environment. Young
will guide the design and
monitoring phases of the
associated coastal restoration, an
effort that could last 10 years.

The project also has
implications for western North
Carolina, as Duke Power is
considering removal of a dam on
the Tuckaseegee River in Dillsboro.
Dr. Young will describe the
benefits and risks associated with
these projects and present the
engineering behind a large dam
removal project. 

Next up at CLE
Photo courtesy of

Smoky Mountain News



K
C M
Y

K
C M
Y

Page 18 - Highlands’ Newspaper - Friday, July 29, 2005

Mountain Fresh
Fine Foods

Fresh Seafood
Complimentary Coffee

Now serving fresh 
sausage biscuits & gravy

Deli Sandwiches
made-to-order

Homemade soups, salads & chili
Large wine selection

Fresh meats cut-to-order
Fresh produce

Fresh baked goods
Gourmet cheeses

521 E. Main Street, Highlands • 526-2357 
Call in orders welcome

Mitchell’s Lodge
& Cottages

Mitchell’s Lodge
& Cottages

 1-800-522-9874•526-2267

• New Cedar Lodge • Fireplaces • Kitchens
• Jacuzzis • Decks Overlooking streams

• Easy walking distance to town

www.mitchellslodge.com

The Highlands Chamber of Commerce held a ribbon cutting at the
newly expanded Bear Mountain Outfitters in Oak Square. The store
has tripled its size and expanded its lines of hiking and outdoor
outfitters inventory including a complete shoe department.Owner
Sean Mullarkey and his staff cut the ribbon for his renovated store.

BUSINESS NEWS

Bear Mountain Outfitters

ly give up on prayer have the mistaken
notion that they are praying to a genie in
a bottle, a great problem solver, a cosmic
magician. God is anything but. God is
“abba,” said Jesus. As the paradigm of
parenting suggests, God offers us the
good news of an abiding presence that
provides the wisdom, courage, and
strength, to mature sufficiently to live out
our days freely, faithfully, and fully.

Those of you who don’t pray because
you don’t think you know how, or don’t
because you think you know how but
don’t any more because it hasn’t worked,
please don’t give up. You can learn to
pray. It won’t be over night. It will take
time but it will be worth all the groping,
all the growing. Robert Fulghum, in the
sequel to his best seller, “All I Really Need
to Know I Learned in Kindergarten,”
shares an experience he had in learning
the Lord’s prayer as a young child. He
writes:

 “My mother’s name was Howard
having come from a large Memphis clan
that was pretty close

and referred to as the Howard fami-
ly, which made my first lesson in Sun-
day School something else. The teacher
was teaching us the Lord’s prayer which
I heard as:

‘Our father in heaven, Howard be
thy name.’ Since little kids mutter their
prayers, no one realized what I was say-
ing so I went right on believing that God’s
name was Howard, and believing I was
a member of God’s family, the Howards.
I had a pretty comfy notion about God.
When I knelt down beside my bed each
night and prayed: ‘Our Father in heaven,
Howard be your name... and ended with
for thine is the kingdom and the power
and the glory forever and ever.... I went
to bed feeling pretty well connected to
the universe for a long, long time.”

Prayer is being still and quiet and

pondering what it means to address the
Sovereign of the Universe as Abba. What
it means that as a child of God, we are
connected to the very one who placed
the planets in their orbits, causes the sun
to shine, the rain to fall, the grain to
sprout. What it means that such a one
loves us most, knows best for us, washes
us in his endless mercy, invites us to put
your feet under his table, promises noth-
ing can separate us from him.

Prayer is pondering all of that and
taking it to heart & talking with God
about it. To contemplate the one true
God is to remember that he isn’t some
thin skinned, blue nosed prude who is
easily offended. Remember Celie’s cau-
tion in “Color Purple:” “You better not
tell nobody but God. It’d

kill you mammy.” God’s seen it all
and heard it all. He can handle whatever
you have to say. He already knows. He’ll
be disappointed if you don’t bare your
soul. You can laugh, cry, scream, argue,
lament, rejoice, ask.. You’re talking to
none other than your heavenly “abba.”
You can pray it from the heart like....the
fourth grader who prayed, “I’ve been
thinking about you a lot lately. I know
you are pretty busy with all you have to
do, but when is the best time I can talk
to you? I know you are always listening,
but when will you be listening real hard
in Troy New York? My little sister is four
years old. She’s driving me crazy.” You
can pray it like it is, like, the seventh-grad-
er who prayed: “If you know so much
how come you never made the river big
enough for all the water and our house
got flooded and now we got to move.”

Prayer is intimacy with God, a life-
time of thinking and talking in prepara-
tion for that day when we shall see him
face to face and understand fully as we
are now fully understood. “When you
pray,” said Jesus, pray: Abba, Papa.”

... SPIRITUALLY continued from page 14
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Corner of 4th & SpringCorner of 4th & SpringCorner of 4th & SpringCorner of 4th & SpringCorner of 4th & Spring
...on the Hill...on the Hill...on the Hill...on the Hill...on the Hill
526-59526-59526-59526-59526-591616161616

“Quick Service Not Fast Food”

Hamburgers ~ Fries
Sandwiches & Salads

Open for lunch Mon-Sat

Brick Oven
Pizza
Made-to-
order
pizza,
calzones &
salads.

Mtn. Brook Center526-4121

Open for
lunch &
dinner

• HIGHLANDS EATERIES •
THE PIZZA PLACE!THE PIZZA PLACE!THE PIZZA PLACE!THE PIZZA PLACE!THE PIZZA PLACE!
Just the Way You Like It”

Pick-up or Dine-in
Subs, Calzones, Spaghetti,

Lasagna, Delicious Pizza with 23
toppings to choose from

OPENOPENOPENOPENOPEN
Mon. -Thurs. 11 am till 9 pm
Fri. & Sat. 11 am till 10 pm

Sundays 11 till 8:30 pm
Party packagesParty packagesParty packagesParty packagesParty packages call for details.

Local in-town business & hotel deliveryLocal in-town business & hotel deliveryLocal in-town business & hotel deliveryLocal in-town business & hotel deliveryLocal in-town business & hotel delivery
(828) 526-5660

Buck’s Coffee Cafe
Sun.--Thurs. 7:30 a.m. - 6 p.m.
Fri & Sat. 7:30 a.m. - 11 p.m.

Live music Fri & Sat

Coffee, tea, wine, pastries, sandwiches
384 Main Street

Stop in for slow-cooked BBQ that’ll
have you coming back for more.

Catering Available
461 Spring Street • 526-2626

POLICE & FIRE
The following are the Highlands Po-

lice Dept. log entries for the week of July
21-27.

July 21
• At 9:30 a.m., officers responded to a

vehicle accident at N.C. 106 and Arnold
Road. There were no injuries.

• At 1 p.m., officers responded to a ve-
hicle accident at Farmers Market. There
were no injuries.

• At 4 p.m., a “peeping Tom” was re-
ported at Bear Mountain Outfitters.

July 22
• At 2:10 p.m., officers responded to

an alarm at Highland Hiker. All was secure.
• At 12:30 p.m., a gas-drive off was

reported at D&J Express Mart.
July 23

• At 10 a.m., vandalism was reported
at the Highlands Biological Station when
an employee discovered a broken window.

• At 12:00 p.m., officers responded to
an alarm in a residence on Bowery Road.
All was secure.

• At 9:50 p.m., officers responded to a
two-vehicle accident. There were no inju-
ries.

• At 6:35 p.m., officers responded to
an alarm at a residence on Bowery Road.
All was secure.

• At 5:20 p.m., a purse lost on S. Fourth
Street was reported.

July 25
• At 7 a.m., a motorist on N.C. 28 and

Cherokee was cited for driving without a
inspection sticker.

July 26
• At 4:41 p.m., officers responded to a

two-vehicle accident at the U.S. 64 east
and Foreman Road. There were no inju-
ries.

• At 4:47 a.m., officers responded to a
two-vehicle accident. There were no inju-
ries.

• At 2:10 p.m., officers responded to
an accident between two vehicles on Raoul
Road. There were no injuries.

• At 5:30 p.m., a motorist was cited for
failing to stop at a stop sign and for driving
without a license.

July 27
• At 2:37 a.m., a bear was reported a

residence on Raoul Road.
• At 4:10 a.m., officers responded to

an alarm at a residence on Split Rail Row.

“Fast food is
not good...

Good food is
not fast.”

Hours: 11–4
Tues.--Sun
526-1600

Sandwiches,
Cajun

& European
Specialities

Corner of Main St. & N.C. 106

SPORTS PAGE

SandSandSandSandSandwicwicwicwicwich Shoppeh Shoppeh Shoppeh Shoppeh Shoppe

Main Street • 526-3555
Open for its 15th Season
Mon.-Sat. 11 a.m.-3 p.m.

Soups • Salads • Loaded
Bake Potatoes • Desserts

Wings & Things
In Village Square

at Oak and Fifth streets

Mon.-Thurs. 11 a.m.-6 p.m.
Fri. & Sat. 11 a.m.-7 p.m.

Sunday 12-5 p.m.
Call ahead for quick

take-out service

526-8867
88

NoNoNoNoNow serw serw serw serw serving light fving light fving light fving light fving light fare are are are are (all da(all da(all da(all da(all day)y)y)y)y):::::
•  Soup, Salad, Sandwich•  Soup, Salad, Sandwich•  Soup, Salad, Sandwich•  Soup, Salad, Sandwich•  Soup, Salad, Sandwich
•  F•  F•  F•  F•  Full Cofull Cofull Cofull Cofull Coffffffee and Wine Baree and Wine Baree and Wine Baree and Wine Baree and Wine Bar
•  Delectible Desser•  Delectible Desser•  Delectible Desser•  Delectible Desser•  Delectible Dessertststststs
•  Cust•  Cust•  Cust•  Cust•  Custom Made Ice Creamom Made Ice Creamom Made Ice Creamom Made Ice Creamom Made Ice Cream

& Y& Y& Y& Y& Yogurogurogurogurogurttttt
Wireless IntWireless IntWireless IntWireless IntWireless Interneerneerneerneernettttt

Mountain Brook Center
(one block off Main St. - Hwy 64 E)

(828) 526-9822
OPEN  11:30 - until ??
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... ETJ continued from page 5
the Planning Board, took a field trip
around Highlands to peruse the corridors
leading into town and to determine the
highest priorities for ETJ and annexation.

Members were unanimous in their
decision to ETJ areas along U.S. 64 east
first – corridors leading up to and includ-
ing Highlands Falls Country Club, Cul-
lasaja Club and a significant part of Wild-
cat Cliffs Country Club. ETJ-priority ar-
eas were determined based on current
and potential development in those ar-
eas.

In an April Land Use Plan meeting,

Highlands Falls resident Jim Whitehurst
said the club was not a threat to the town
and consequently should be left alone.

“We don’t need any service that
Highlands can provide us,” he said to
committee members. “There is only one
reason why Highlands would want to
annex Highlands Falls… greed. You want
to get into our pockets and extract tax
money from us.”

Residents from Highlands Falls have
maintained that the club is not a zoning
threat to Highlands because its covenants
prevent any major zoning menace to the

town.
But not all are in agreement with

Whitehurst. But some residents in High-
lands Falls feel ETJ would be a fair thing
for the plateau.

The powers in ETJ are limited to land
use planning authority and include: zon-
ing; subdivision regulations; enforce-
ment of the State Building Code; mini-
mum housing code regulations; historic
district regulations; historic properties
designation and regulation; community
development projects; jurisdiction of the
community appearance commission; ac-

quisition of open space; floodway regu-
lations; and soil erosion and sedimenta-
tion control regulations.

If a city intends to enforce zoning
and subdivision control in its ETJ area, it
must permit residents of the extraterri-
torial area to sit on the planning board
and the Zoning Board of Adjustment. In
those cases, the representatives of those
boards are appointed by the county
board of commissioners. The city can
allow “out of town” representatives to
vote on all matters before the two boards,

•See  ETJ page 21
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• HIGHLANDS SERVICE DIRECTORY •

NBG BUILDERS, INC.
Custom Homes• Remodeling • Additions

Unlimited License • Insured
Bud Neidrauer 526-4780 • 349-9354

The Computer Man!
But you can call me James

Computer Sales
Mail Order Pricing

New & Used
Computer Services
Troubleshooting & Repairs
Installations & Consulting

Computer Parts
& Accessories

Tutoring Available

68 Highlands Plaza • 526-1796 FAX: 526-2936

Mark Harris
271 Spring Street
Ph: 828-526-4226
Fax: 828-526-4255

Carpets, Blinds,
Shutters & Flooring

Hunter Douglas
window fashions

at

Highlands Storage
Units Available

Call Ricky Bryson
at

526-4925

8 2 8 . 7 4 3 . 6 0 1 0  Phone    828.269.9046  C e l l
randsoellner@earthlink.net  NC Lic.9266 FL Lic.AR9264

Mountain Architecture
RANDRANDRANDRANDRAND
SOELLNERSOELLNERSOELLNERSOELLNERSOELLNER

ARCHITECT

Larry Holt
“The All ‘Round Handyman”
Cleaning Services • Yardwork

• Caretaking • Security
Call:

526-4037 (home)
       or 828-371-1982 (cell)

HELPING YOU is what we do best.

Charles E. Thun, Jr. LUTCF
Agent

P.O. Box 265
339 Carolina Mtn. Dr.
Franklin, N.C. 28734

charles.thun@ncfbins.com

B: 828-524-6147
H: 828-369-5901

Fax: 828-524-8525

(828) 526-4953
www.koenighomebuilders.com

YOUR CUSTOM
“BUILDER OF

CHOICE”

Inc.

Full Service Laundry & Dry Cleaning
Open

Mon-Fri -- 8-5
Sat. 9-1

459 Spring St. • 787-2597

Service Directory ads – $17 per week. Call 526-0782

Edwards Electrical Service
216 Keener Road

Highlands, N.C. 28741
(828) 526-5147

J& K Cleaning
From laundry to dishes; from

bedrooms to bathrooms; no job is
too big or small. So give us a call!
526-4599 421-3931

Hall’s Window Cleaning
residential & commercial

369-9662
Insured

“We make mortgages easy for you”
Specializing in 2nd home market mortgages

Joe and Vickie Pearson

Serving Highlands and Cashiers Area

828-743-0075

cashiersmortgage@aol.com

Bucky Meredith

Your pet is guaranteed to receive lots of love &
attention in the comfort and safety of its own home!

 Sue Laferty 526-0844 slaferty@aol.com
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HELP WANTED

HILLTOP GRILL – Looking for two
responsible, dependable, energetic
people Full Time. Call 526-5916 or
stop by at the corner of Spring and S.
4th streets.

CURVES - Part Time Is accepting
resumes for Manager Trainee
position. This is a flexible part time
position. If you have an enthusiastic
personality and love to work with
people, send resume to PO Box 1332,
Highlands, NC 28741 or fax to
828.526-9226. Perfect opportunity for
retirees or someone returning to the
work force.

PART-TIME BI-LINGUAL OF-
FICE ASSISTANT POSITION – Avail-
able immediately. Help local organiza-
tion improve harmony and under-
standing between international resi-
dents and the community. Must write
and speak English and Spanish flu-
ently, excellent interpersonal skills,
computer literate. Ability to work with
people of varying backgrounds and
socio-economic levels. Send resume
to International Friendship Center, 348
S. Fifth St, N.C., or call 526-9938 ext.
290.

RECEPTIONIST, PHYSICIAN’S
OFFICE AT HIGHLANDS-CASHIERS
HOSPITAL. Monday-Friday, 8:00am -
4:30pm. Significant computer knowl-
edge and minimum of two years’ ex-
perience working in automated
physician’s office or clinic are required.
Excellent benefit package after 60
days. Pre-employment substance
screening. Call Mary Osmar, 828-526-
1301.

MAMMOGRAPHY TECHNOLO-
GIST AT HIGHLANDS-CASHIERS
HOSPITAL. Perform mammography
examinations and associated mam-
mography QC, perform general radi-

ography and CT procedures. MRI ex-
perience a plus. Must share call. Ex-
cellent benefit package after 60 days.
Pre-employment substance screen-
ing. Call Mary Osmar, 828-526-1301.

COOK AT HIGHLANDS-CASH-
IERS HOSPITAL. Full time, various
hours/days. Two years’ experience in
volume cooking required. Will be
trained in diets and consistencies. Ex-
cellent benefits after 60 days. Pre-em-
ployment substance screening. Call
Mary Osmar, 828-526-1301.

RNS, FIDELIA ECKERD LIVING
CENTER AT HIGHLANDS-CASH-
IERS HOSPITAL. Two positions open;
one day shift and one night shift. Three
12-hour shifts per week. Excellent
benefits after 60 days.  Pre-employ-
ment substance screening. Call Mary
Osmar, 828-526-1301

DIETARY AIDES - HIGHLANDS-
CASHIERS HOSPITAL. Duties in-
clude working patient tray line and caf-
eteria line, stock kitchen, wash dishes.
Excellent benefit package after 60
days. Pre-employment substance
screening. Call Mary Osmar, 828-526-
1301.

LPNS AND RNS - FIDELIA
ECKERD LIVING CENTER AT HIGH-
LANDS-CASHIERS HOSPITAL: Now
hiring for PRN positions. If you want
to join a team whose focus is on ex-
cellent elder care with a low staffing
ratio, above average wages, and shift
differentials, call. Pre-employment
substance screening. Mary Osmar,
828-526-1301.

CNAS - FIDELIA ECKERD LIV-
ING CENTER AT HIGHLANDS-
CASHIERS HOSPITAL Now hiring for
all shifts. If you want to join a team
whose focus is on excellent elder care
with a low staffing ratio, above aver-
age wages, excellent benefits, and
shift differentials, call. We are also ac-
cepting applications for PRN CNAs.
Pre-employment substance screen-
ing. Mary Osmar, 828-526-1301.

REAL ESTATE - RENTALS

FURNISHED APARTMENT. One
bedroom and bath, kitchen, living
room and outside porch. Call 526-
2561.

VACATION HOME FOR RENT –
Long range mountain view, spectacu-
lar sunsets, private road, large deck,
sleeps 6. MBR-King, BR-Queen, Den-
Queen Sleeper Sofa, fireplace.
$1,200/week, Call Charles or Lorna at

526-3233.
RETAIL SPACE FOR RENT –

Highlands Plaza. Call 864-630-0808.
STORE FOR RENT – on 4th

Street. Call 864-630-0808.

REAL ESTATE - SALES

FRANKLIN – Creek and pasture
with view. Purchase 81.82 acres or
any size parcel. Call owner for pricing
and website. 1-800-640-5495.

HIGHLANDS HOUSE FOR
SALE – 3 bedrooms, 2-bath, stacked
stone fireplace. Garag. Ridgeview.
$349,000. Broker/owner. Call 526-
9455.

HOUSE FOR SALE – IN HIGH-
LANDS, YET PRIVATE. 0.6 acre bor-
ders creek, walk to Main St. 4-bed, 2-
bath. $450,000. (828) 226-6123.

             7/22
HOUSE FOR SALE – Lake

Glenville/Cashiers. 2-bed, one-bath
on 1/2 acre. Views, carports, studio.
$135,000. Call: 802-272-4740.

             7/15
CASHIERS CABIN. Location and

Elevation. 2/1 on 1.4-acres $145,000.
Total Refurbish. Call 828-743-5782 for

CLASSIFIEDS PRICES
$5 for first 20 words, $2 for

each 10-word increment.
Email:

highlandseditor@aol.com
OR Call: 526-0782

Send check to
Highlands’ Newspaper,

P.O. Box 2703,
Highlands, N.C. 28741 OR
stop by our office at 265

Oak Street

• CLASSIFIEDS •
appt. 8/19

SERVICES

AIRPORT SHUTTLE SERVICE –
Call Dick Friess. Cell: (772) 359-0412
• 24-hr. (706) 746-3657. North Caro-
lina, Georgia, South Carolina, Florida.

HIGHLANDS SHUTTLE SER-
VICE – Atlanta Airport Shuttle. Drive -
Away • Auto Delivery. All Out-of-Town
Trips Driving Services. Call 526-8078.

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY

PIANIST NEEDED – At Holy Fam-
ily Lutheran Church. One Service
weekly. Call Marian at 526-8305.

MUSICIANS WANTED – Call
Charissa at The Pizza Place: 526-
5660.

THE ULTIMATE BUSINESS OP-
PORTUNITY! – Hot product (power-
ful anti-aging cream). Big residual prof-
its. Turn-key marketing system (Inter-
national). Full details:
www.unlimitedwealthalliance.com/
rep/rsc

or it may limit their voting to only those
issues related specifically to the extrater-
ritorial area.

“I think arguably they have better
representation, because we all have to pay
taxes, they don’t have to pay taxes, but
they still have representation on the only
thing that affects them. I think they’re
better off than the rest of us, but they
don’t know that because they’re getting
the wrong information” said Bell.

“Representation without taxation,
that’s pretty good,” agreed Board Mem-
ber Doug Campbell.

Bell asked Commissioner Alan
Marsh, who was in the audience, what
he thought of the Planning Board’s rec-
ommendations.

“Number one you have to go ETJ,
they want that. The longer you put it off
the worse it gets,” said Marsh.

Extraterritorial jurisdiction is not to
be confused with annexation.

When annexed, an area actually be-
comes part of the city and is consequently
subject to city taxes. Annexed areas are
also entitled to all services provided by

the city and annexed residents can vote
in city elections, as well as run for city
elected positions. Under state law, a city
can annex an area only if the area meets
certain minimum development stan-
dards.

Under ETJ, an area does not become
a part of the city and is not subject to city
taxes. Residents in ETJ areas cannot vote
in city elections or run for city elective
positions. There are no minimum devel-
opment standards an area must meet to
be included in an ETJ (as long as it’s with-
in one mile of the city boundary).  Just
because an area is included within ETJ
does not imply that the area meets the
minimum development standards for
annexation.

Several towns in Western North
Carolina have established extraterritori-
al jurisdiction, primarily for zoning and
subdivision control. These include Shel-
by, Boiling Springs, Hendersonville,
Asheville, Franklin, Waynesville, Banner
Elk, Clyde, Brevard and Canton.

The next Town Board meeting is
scheduled Aug. 3 at Town Hall.

... ETJ continued from page 19

Golf in support of the Peggy Crosby Center, Aug. 22. Women’s Invitation Golf
Tournament at Highlands Falls Country Club. Club Professional Allen Chandler
has designed an interesting format that combines nine holes of Captains Choice
with nine holes of 1 Best Ball of Four – just for women. There will be hole-in-one
prizes on all par 3s throughout the course, including a Club Car donated by Appa-
lachian Golf Cars. Cost is $125 per person and includes breakfast, lunch and Tee
gifts. To sign up, call Christy Kelly at the Peggy Crosby Center, 526-9938, ext. 110.

Golf tourney set for women only
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Now available from 
NORTHLAND CABLE

500 minutes to anywhere in the 
US or Canada 

for just $1499 a month!

Unlimited calling plan also available to anywhere 
in the U.S. or Canada for just $2999 a month!

Take advantage of Northland Express High-Speed 

Internet Service and save a bundle on local, long distance and

international calls! VoiceLine™, a low-cost phone service

using the latest in VoIP technology, will provide you with a

high-quality, feature-rich phone service that works with your

high-speed cable connection and a regular phone.

Some restrictions may apply. May not be available in all areas. Installation and MTA fee not included.

Get VoiceLine Today!  Call Northland Cable at
(828) 526-5675 or Toll Free (866) 978-0816 

Find out more online: www.northlandcabletv.com/voiceline

Caller ID 
VoiceMail 
Call Waiting 

Call Blocking 
Call Forwarding 
3-Way Calling

FREE Premium Features 

Opening This
Summer

The Suites –
26-bed, fully licensed,
Assisted Living Center

providing quality
assistance with daily living

activities for residents.

Renaissance woman
and multi-media artist,

Thea (Cynthia Stacey), will
present her photography

at Mill Creek Gallery &
Framing  during the

month of August. An
artist’s reception will be
held on Friday July 29
from 6-8 p.m. and will

feature the music of singer-
songwriters Thea & the

GreenMan.
“Songs of Trees” fea-

tures photographic images
of trees.

Mill Creek Gallery is
located in the Highlands

Village Square on Oak
Street (behind Wolfgang’s

Restaurant). Hours are
noon to 5 Mon. through
Sat. Call (828) 787-2021

for more information.

Coming up at Mill Creek Gallery
Page 22 - Highlands’ Newspaper - Friday, July 29, 2005

... PINE STREET PARK continued  from page 1
whelmed that the town voted us that
amount of money. It’s going to make
fundraising alot easier.”

The Pine Street Park fits one of the
newly released Land Use Plan recommen-
dations – to establish a green area for the
town.

“The town has no common area to
complement the ‘village feel’ of the
town,” said Young. “A village green is
something the Land Use Planning Com-
mittee supports and is encouraging.”

With $460,000 pledged so far, the
steering committee feels confident
enough to waive the escape clause in the
sales contract for the .36-acre parcel on
the corner of Pine and Fifth streets and is
ready to sign loan papers.

Several individuals, banks and orga-
nizations have offered to loan the group
the money to buy and develop the prop-
erty if it can be paid back in one year.

 “Our credit is good. Lot’s of people
want to loan us money. We just have to
be sure we can pay it back,” he said.

The parcel would complement the
green space on the other side of Pine
Street in the already approved Macon
Bank plan. Macon Bank is leaving part of
the property ‘green’ so the town can con-
tinue to use it as a gathering place.

Together these two sites could be-
come a town commons where commu-
nity activities could take place, said
Young.

The total amount of $1.2 million in-
cludes the purchase price and the con-
struction of a park and possibly a pavil-
ion with rest rooms.

The group is still taking calls from
donors. They would love pledges for the
total amount. Call Hillrie Quin at 526-
2385, Ginger Slaughter at 526-8517 or
King Young at 526-3443.

The steering committee will make the
“official” call on the property, Fri., July 29.
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Bat Program at the
Nature Center. 8-9 p.m.
Come for a presentation

about bat biology and
natural history including
some live bats. Then stay
to locate bats in the wild.
Cost is $5 per person. Call

526-2623.
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Smoky Mt Railway
Dillsboro Rafting

ingles

3 - Parks Properties Hwy 64e
2 - Buyer’s Real Estate Hwy 107s

< Ed West Realty

7
4

1
3

5

6 - America’s Home Place
7 - Century 21 Mountain Lifestyles

<Blair Realty
<Good Year

Print-Out This Map @
www.highlandsinfo.com

*

4 - Cashiers Resort Rentals 107n

*
Hwy 107s

Hwy 107n

24 / 7 - Gas Pumps

Lowe’s*

2
6

Skyline Lodge

Highlands # 828-526-1717

Marina
Gas & Store
  *

*

Sapphire Mtn.
        Golf* Hwy 64e

Get On The Map
Call 828-526-0782
1/4 Million Copies/Yr

Maps & Information

Get Your New Summer

Highlands Historic Village Now Open

  *
Village
   Sq

Page 24 - Highlands’ Newspaper - Friday, July 29, 2005


