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THANK YOU.

(828) 526.8300 | (828) 526-4104
highlandssothebys.com

114 N. 4th Street Highlands, NC 

Healthcare Professionals 
First Responders 
Sanitation Teams 
Grocery Store Clerks 
Delivery Carriers 
Restaurant Workers 

Caregivers 
Utility Workers 
Waste Collectors 
Warehouse Workers 
Generous Neighbors 
Heroes and Helpers

And so many more
In good times and bad, always committed.

Sunday night’s and Monday morning’s violent weather turned Highlands waterways brown, lilttered the streets 
with branches and leaves and knocked out power. “Trees and limbs down over the area caused numerous out-
ages on the towns electric system,” said public works director Lamar Nix.  Town crews began restoring power 
throughout the night and it took a good portion of Monday to finish all of it.” 

– Photo by Kim Lewicki

By Marshall Carby, 
Artistic Director
& Lance Matzke, Managing 
Director Highlands Playhouse

The Highlands Playhouse 
has been providing entertain-
ment to the Highlands-Cashiers 
plateau for over 80 years, and we 
will continue to do so for many 
more. However, this year is unlike 
any other in our long history of  
sensational summer theater.

The on-going global pan-
demic and the safety measures 
required to protect our staff, 
patrons, and community have 
forced us to cancel the live pro-

Movies to resume 
when deemed safe

Macon Cty. 
Sheriff not 

taking 
‘anonymous’ 

reports
A message from Macon 
County Sheriff Robert 

Holland
Neighbors ratting on neigh-

bors has gotten the attention of  
the MC Sheriff ’s Office.

Effective immediately, the 
Sheriff ’s Office will no longer re-
spond to “Anonymous” reports 
alleging violations against the 
“NC Governor’s Order” or any 
other local orders currently in 
place related to COVID-19.

Any person who wishes to 
file a complaint regarding any 
current order will be required 
to identify themselves when ini-
tially filing report. All violations 
reported appropriately will be in-

Due to extended hazard-
ous fire conditions, and the social 
distancing COVID-19 order, the 
North Carolina Forest Service has 

Open burn ban issued for Jackson and 
Macon counties until COVID-19 is over

issued a ban on all open burning 
for 32 Western North Carolina 
counties. The burning ban went 
into effect April 3, and despite del-

uge Sunday and Monday it will re-
main in effect until further notice.

“We can’t send our crews out 

Fast-moving Easter storm leaves mess behindPlayhouse 
cancels 

live shows 
for 2020  
season 

Preparing each fiscal year’s 
budget is usually a painstaking 
process spanning several months. 
It begins with the Town Retreat, 
held this year on March 5, where 
department heads present wish 
lists for capital improvement proj-

Covid-19 affects FY ‘20-’21 budget
ects or equipment purchases.

Whether a project or items 
are included in the budget de-
pends on sales, property, fire and 
franchise tax returns as well as rev-
enues from the town’s enterprise 
funds – electric, water/sewer and 

sanitation.
Sales, property and fire taxes 

are self-explanatory. But the fran-
chise tax usually brings blank 
stares.

A franchise tax is a state tax 
• See BUDGET page 6
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Now ordered:
• Limits the number of  many people 

can be in a store at one time, 5 people per 
1,000 square feet of  retail space or 20% of  
fire marshal posted occupancy limits

• Marking 6 feet of  distance for areas 
where people gather like checkout lines

• Requiring specific cleaning measures 
for retail stores

Gov. Cooper signs 
order tightening social 
distancing measures

Tonight is the April meet-
ing of  the Highlands 
Town Board of  Com-

missioners. It will not be held 
at the Highlands Community 
Building. 

Since we are under a state 
of  emergency the meeting will 
be a remote, electronic meeting 
by way of  the ZOOM meeting 
technology. The North Carolina 
Attorney General and the Gov-
ernor have determined that an 
electronic meeting is allowable under the 
current emergency. Other elected bodies 
are already holding such meetings.

The public can access the meeting be 
calling into +1 929 436 2866. The meeting 
ID is 667 357 965. The password is 007442. 
The meeting can be accessed on a computer 
or tablet by going to https://zoom.us/j/66
7357965?pwd=ZkJ5Q0xNbHNyL1ZGVz
VwM0ZwRUp3dz09. The meeting ID and 
password is the same whether calling in or 
using the internet.

A ZOOM App can be downloaded for 
free. Using the app, the above meeting ID 

number and password/code can 
be entered for fast access.

The first item on the agenda 
will be public comment. A person 
wishing to make a comment has 
to simply raise their hand. The 
session manager will open the mi-
crophone for the person to speak 
and the board to hear the com-
ment. Please keep comments to 3 
minutes.

On the agenda of  the can-
celled March meeting was a pub-

lic hearing concerning ordinance changes. 
It had been advertised in the newspaper. 
This hearing has been postponed until the 
May meeting, regardless of  whether there 
is public attendance or if  we again hold an 
electronic meeting. The hearings will again 
be advertised in the newspaper. The Town 
Manager and I decided that it would be bet-
ter to delay and make sure all hearing pro-
cedures were followed in order to eliminate 
any confusion and to allow maximum op-
portunity for public response.

The agenda for tonight’s meeting is 
small. There will be a review of  a preliminary 
plat for a new subdivision near Mirror Lake. 
A preliminary plat is a design and layout for 
a proposed subdivision. If  the preliminary 
plat meets all ordinance requirements, the 
board approves the plat. The developer then 
has to build the infrastructure according to 
the approved preliminary plat before final 
board approval is given.

The board will also review the status 
of  the utility fees for the Performing Arts 
Center. The board waived these fees as a 
part of  the transfer of  the property from 
the town to the PAC. This agreement was to 

Tune into ZOOM for Town Board meeting
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 For inspiration and updates 
follow us on Facebook 
and Instagram or visit 
OldEdwardsInn.com.

Improve your physical, mental 
and emotional health while 

still maintaining safe physical 
distancing. Help yourself to 
our 2020 online Adventures 
and Excursions brochure for 

some local options to connect 
with nature.

View your 
Online Guide at
OldEdwardsInn.com/
experience

Adventures 
& Excursions 

Western North Carolina’s

Fun and Scenic Highlands Plateau

Courtesy of Old Edwards Inn and Spa

Venture into Nature

Check on current trail and park 
closures before venturing out. 
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Enjoy our 
3 courses for $30 

specials!

Serving Lunch and Dinner Year-Round.
Gourmet Foods, Full Service Bar
Town Square at 343-D Main St. • Highlands

828-526-4035

OPEN for Take-Out 
and Curb-side 

Delivery 
11am until?

CLOSED WednesDAY 
and

Sunday NIGHT

•HigHlanDs area Dining Directory•

828-526-2338

...on the Verandah 
Restaurant

on Lake Sequoyah
www.ontheverandah.com

US 64 west • Highlands
Open 4p-8p
Fri. and Sat.

Curbside 
pickup & 

limited delivery 
available!

595 Franklin Road, Highlands, NC 
828.526.3554

www.highlandssmokehouse.com
Follow Us on Facebook & Instagram

Peace from the Pit ®

Real pit BBQ!

OPEN
Thurs., Fri., Sat.: 11-8 • Sun., 11-7

Take-Out, Curb-side Delivery and
ChowNow Online Ordering Available!

Filling Take Out Orders 
Tuesday-Sunday noon to 5p.m.

Open for Take-Out Business
Tues. - Sun. noon to 5 p.m.

Go to website 
for complete menu.

Stay Well 
and be safe 

474 Main street 
828.526.3807 
wolf gangs.net 

We look forward 
to seeing you 

soon!

Tues. - Sat.
Dinner starts at

5:30 p.m.

Take-out, curb-
side delivery and 

home delivery 
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•obituaries•
Please call for 

updated 
re-opening hours

� MOUNTAIN FRESH GROCERY 

Dinners-To-Go 
TWO SERVINGS 

MON LOW COUNTRY LOBSTER/SHRIMP BOIL, 

TUE 

WED 

THU 

FRI 

TWO LOBSTER TAILS, LARGE SHRIMP, RED 
BLISS POTATOES, SUMMER CORN, 

HOUSE-MADE SAUSAGE, ALL STEEPED IN 
OUR PROPRIETARY SEASONING. SERVED 
WITH DRAWN BUTTER AND COCKTAIL 

SAUCE. 
GRILLED TUSCAN CHICKEN BREASTS WITH 

SUNDRIED TOMATOES, GARLIC BASIL, 
WHITE WINE BUTTER SAUCE, CAPERS, 

AND GOAT CHEESE. SERVED WITH 
ROASTED FINGERLING POTATOES AND 

SEASONAL ROASTED VEGETABLES. 

PRIME RIB COOKED MEDIUM RARE WITH 
RED WINE AU JUS, TWO BAKED 

POTATOES, AND A FRESH CAESAR SALAD 
FOR TWO. 

BABY BACK RIBS 
COOKED FALL-OFF-THE-BONE-TENDER 
SERVED WITH HOUSE MADE BACON/ 

APPLE BAKED BEANS, AND 
HOUSE-MADE COLESLAW 

SHRIMP: FRIED OR STEAMED 
LARGE SHRIMP - YOUR CHOICE OF 

LIGHTLY-BREADED IN OUR SEASONED 
CORN FLOUR MIXTURE, SERVED WITH 

HUSHPUPPIES; OR STEAMED-TO-ORDER 
IN OUR LOW COUNTRY SEASONING. SIDES 

INCLUDE BAKED POTATOES AND 
COLESLAW. 

Pick-up times between 
4:30PM - 7:30PM ... WHILE THEY LAST 

42 

32 

40 

30 

35 

CORNER OF FIFTH & MAIN, HIGHLANDS NC • 828.526.2400 
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Check out the menu at
www.randevunc.com

Call
828-743-0190

LUNCH TO-GO MENU
Available 

Monday–Friday
10a to 2p

From the Garden
$6

Garden Salad
Greek Salad
Caesar Salad

Other Choices w/1 side
$10

Atkins Salad
Roasted Turkey Cobb Salad

Fried Chicken Salad 
Chicken Tender Platter

Sandwiches w/1 side
$10

Southern Fried Chicken Sandwich
Bounty Hunter

Rueben
Hot Turkey Club

Cranberry Chicken Salad Wrap
All American Burger
Wicked Fish Wrap

Ed Whitby loved to recite 
“The Cremation of  Sam McGee” 
by Robert W. Service. He did it at 
cocktail parties, for strangers on 
trips in foreign lands, and at nearly 
every opportunity that presented 
itself. And then his memory left 
him and he recited it no more. 
Ed died of  natural causes April 5, 
2020 in Highlands, North Caro-
lina. 

Edmund P. Whitby, Jr. was born on September 15, 
1929, to Edmund, Sr. and Thelma Whitby in Wilkes-Barre, 
Pennsylvania. He grew up in Pottsville, Pennsylvania and 
graduated from Lafayette College with a degree in Chemi-
cal Engineering in 1951, but not before he was fixed up 
on a blind date with the striking Jean Patricia Smith. They 
married in 1952, and moved to Long Island, New York. 
His company moved them, with their daughter, to War-
saw, Indiana, in 1955, where their son was born. They lived 
happily there until moving to the mountains in Highlands, 
North Carolina, in 1977. Ed loved his mountains and the 
people living there and never wanted to live anywhere 
else. Ed loved playing bridge and playing golf  (two holes-
in-one!) with his friends. He was a past president of  the 
Rotary Club of  Cashiers Valley and the Country Club of  
Sapphire Valley, and a member of  the Episcopal Church 
of  the Incarnation. 

He is survived by Jean, his loving wife of  68 years, 
his daughter, Cindy (Jim) Ware of  Lexington, Kentucky, 
and son, Ted (Georgia) Whitby of  Wexford, Pennsylva-
nia; his grandchildren, Allison and Sara Whitby and Daniel 
(Nicole) Ware and his great grandchildren, Ruby and Orie 
Ware; nieces Jennifer Friedhoff  and Stephanie Healey and 
their families. A festive memorial service celebrating his life 
will be held at a later date.

Bryant-Grant Funeral Home and Crematory is serv-
ing the Whitby family. Online condolences can be made at 
www.bryantgrantfuneralhome.com

Ed Whitby

Mary Muse Butler Jel-
lison, 83, of  Highlands, 
passed away on April 9, 
2020. 

Mary was born during 
the early morning hours of  
September 30, 1936 along 
with her twin sister, Mil-
dred Lee Butler at Jackson 
Hospital in Miami, Florida. 
Her parents were Thomas 
French Butler of  Daisy, 
GA and Mildred Lee Skin-
ner of  Fitzgerald, GA. She 
also had a brother, Thomas 
F. Butler Jr.

 Mary attended Miami Shores Elementary School, 
Horace Mann Junior High and Miami Edison High School, 
graduating in 1954. Thereafter, she attended the University 

Mary Muse Butler Jellison

Mary Jellison
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•worD Matter•

Bud Katz

\.I DRY SINK
;;a H I G H LAN DI, NC 

'l(eep Poocf Presher Lo nger With the 
RIGWABOWL 

• See BUDGET page 8

We Have Everything You Need 
to Look Good On Video Chat

Call 828-526-3782 & Leave Message or 
PlSurgToday@AOL.com

PlasticSurgeryToday.com

• Obagi
including their 
new ELASTIde-
rm Facial Serum

• Epionce
• Skinmedica

• Clarisonic Mia 
& Brush Heads
• Jane Iredale 

Mineral 
Make-Up

Shipped 
or 

Curbside 
Pick Up

The Big Four

Our nation, indeed, the 
entire world, is under 
incredible stress. Makes 

me wonder why some people 
have difficulty uttering certain 
words, phrases or sentiments? We 
all know people who, for whatev-
er reason, can’t admit wrongdo-
ing, don’t apologize, never ask for 
assistance, or won’t acknowledge 
not having the correct answer to 
a question.

In her book, Still Life, Cana-
dian novelist Louise Penny, cre-
ator of  the Inspector Gamache 
mysteries, had her protagonist 
share the following: 

“There are four things that 
lead to wisdom. You ready for 

them?’ She nod-
ded. “They are four 
(brief) sentences 
we learn to say and 
mean.” Gamache 
held up his hand … 
and raised a finger 
with each point. “I 
don’t know. I need 
help. I’m sorry. I was 
wrong’.”

As a young 
reporter, I learned 
the interview tech-
nique of  asking questions begin-
ning with either “why” or “how.” 
I also learned a valuable way to get 
an interview subject to open up. It 
works like this, 

“I’m sorry, but 
I need your help. 
There’s a lot about 
this (subject or situ-
ation) that I don’t 
know or don’t under-
stand.” 

Police use the 
same technique. Real 
police, not only fic-
tional ones such as 
Inspector Gamache.

These four 
simple phrases, cor-

rectly and sincerely employed, can 
also diffuse most arguments. Still, 
whether it’s ignorance, pride, hu-
bris, arrogance, stubbornness, or 
stupidity, people get stuck in situa-
tions that escalate when they could 
have been stopped in their tracks 
with one of  these two- or three-
word groupings. 

I freely admit that I don’t 
know everything. In fact, the lon-
ger I live, the less I really know, 
especially in scary, confusing, fast-
changing times like these. 

I won’t speak for anyone else, 
but I often require assistance, even 

with tasks others find so simple a 
third-grader could perform them. 
I’m occasionally wrong, even when 
I’m convinced I’m right. And, as 
far as “I’m sorry” is concerned, I 
live in “I’m sorry.” I know every 
nook and cranny of  “I’m sorry.” 
And the truth in Gamache’s pro-
nouncement is that every time I’m 
wrong, and admit it, or ask for help, 
I learn something about myself, my 
own limitations, and, I learn some 
things about others. 

When I was in business, I 
had people working for me young 
enough to be my grandchildren. 
This was no accident. I was evolved 
enough to understand the limits of  
my knowledge about the world, 
and often called on a younger sub-
ordinate to set me straight. They 
always felt better about themselves, 
and about me, for being asked their 
advice by their boss. I felt better 
because I’d learned something, and 
any day I learn something is a good 
day.

It’s likely we’ve all been there. 
We’ve all said or done something 
wrong, or incorrect. For some of  
us, “I’m sorry,” or, “I was wrong” 
comes easily. For others, and we 
either are them or know them, say-
ing these words is painful, like hav-
ing teeth pulled. 

Why is this? Think about the 
real effect of  these admissions. 

“I don’t know” means, “I 
need more information. I’m inter-
ested in what you’re saying, or ask-
ing, but I don’t understand.” 

“I need help” is self-explan-
atory. “I can’t do this by myself. 
I’m either not physically able, or, 
I don’t know how.” In either case, 
you’re giving someone the oppor-
tunity to be of  assistance. Doesn’t 
everyone at some time or another 
like being helpful?

Anyone who is married or 
in a serious relationship, or who 
makes an honest mistake in any 
context, or who has children, 
should understand the power 
in the sincerely spoken words, 
“I’m sorry.” And, “I’m sorry” 
goes well with “I was wrong.” 
It’s like pairing the right wine 
with the right food. While both 
these phrases can be overused, 
sincerely expressing regret and/
or admitting wrongdoing is like 
to closing a sale. Unless the per-
son on the other end is a jerk, it 
generally leads to the end of  what 
could have turned into something 
nasty.

We are living in a time of  
enormous uncertainty. Mistakes 
will be made. They are being 
made. Concurrent battles to de-
feat the coronavirus and to pre-
serve our economy require clar-
ity of  thought and the ability to 
quickly change course. All of  us 
can benefit from admitting mis-
takes and correcting them.

I thank Ms. Penney and her 
fictional detective for providing 
these simple insights. I keep them 
at the ready every day. Feel free to 
use them whenever necessary. 

levied on certain businesses for the 
right to exist as a legal entity and 
to do business within a particular 
jurisdiction. 

However, as of  2020, Ala-
bama, Arkansas, Delaware, Geor-
gia, Illinois, Louisiana, Mississippi, 
New York, North Carolina, Okla-
homa, Tennessee, and Texas no 
longer levy franchise taxes joining 
Kansas, Missouri, Pennsylvania, 
and West Virginia which all discon-
tinued their corporate franchise 
taxes during prior years.

The town’s franchise tax rev-
enue for FY ’19-’20 was $57,369 at 
the close of  Feb. 2020, which was 

down $15,007 from FY ’18-’19’s 
$292,540.

Proceeds from all the rev-
enue categories aren’t ever ex-
pected to be in by the end of  Feb-
ruary – but usually all categories 
exceed those from the previous 
years which means Highlands is 
luckily, consistently in the black. 

But this year, COVID-19 has 
caused staff  and the Town Board 
to prepare for the worst-case sce-
nario.

Operations will be OK, but 
cuts have been suggested for 
capital improvement projects like 

... BUDGET continued from page 1
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MeadowsMountainRealty.com  |  828.526.1717

At Highlands Falls CC 
2334 CASHIERS ROAD

Downtown Highlands
488 MAIN STREET

Downtown Cashiers 
132 HIGHWAY 107 SOUTH

During this time of crisis and uncertainty, we know there 
are people working every day and putting their own health 
at risk to continue serving our communities. When we 
hear on the news daily accounts of more and more 
people being infected with COVID-19 and that the death 
toll keeps climbing, these heroes go to work each day to 
provide us with the essential services needed to get 
through this pandemic. It is with our deepest gratitude 
that we send this heartfelt thank you to the following 
members of our community:
•  Our police officers, firefighters, EMTs and all the first 

responders who continue to protect our community
•  The doctors, nurses and all the staff at the hospital, the 

Eckerd Living Center and in our local medical offices 
who are treating our sick and injured

•  Our church ministers and priests for streaming Sunday 
services and The Food Pantry

•  The staff and personnel at the Town of Highlands includ-
ing the street crew and sanitation workers who continue 
to provide essential services to our residents and ensure 
our town remains clean.

•  The owners and employees at Bryson’s Food Store 
and Highlands Pharmacy who ensure we can buy the 
groceries, medicines and other essential items we need

•  The gas stations and the people who staff them so we can 
fill our vehicles with fuel

•  The school cafeteria workers and the bus drivers who 
continue to deliver breakfasts and lunches to children 
who need them

•  The teachers in our schools and the parents at home 
who continue to teach our children

•  The restaurants and food service locations and all their 
staff who have remained open for curbside takeout or de-
livery including 4th Street Market, 4118 Kitchen & Bar, 
Bridge at Mill Creek, Cake Bar at Mill Creek, Dusty’s, 
El Azteca, Highlands Smokehouse, Lakeside Restaurant, 
MBrace, Mountain Fresh, On The Verandah, The Blue 
Bike Café, The Kitchen Carry Away & Catering, The Log 
Cabin, The Pizza Place, The Ugly Dog, and Whole Life 
Market

•  Our postal workers and the delivery service employees 
who make sure we receive our mail and the packages we 
have ordered

•  The local veterinarians who are caring for our pets
•  The security personnel and gatehouse staff at our country 

club communities
•  Our local newspapers, their reporters, and editors who 

continue to report the news from our community, our 
county, and our state

•  Our Mayor and our Board of Commissioners who are 
tasked with making difficult but necessary decisions 
to keep our community as safe as possible from the 
COVID-19 virus

I’m sure there are people we have missed who are 
working each day to help us get through this public 
health crisis. Your hard work and dedication are not going 
unnoticed or unappreciated.  You are the heroes in our 
community.   
We know this will pass and life will return to normal, or at 
least a new normal.  But if this has taught us anything, it has 
taught us that we truly are stronger together even when 
we are apart.
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•inVesting at 4,118 ft.•
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SUMMER&. CLASSICS SALE! 
NOW THROUGH APRIL 30™

Outdoor Furniture for your Porch & Patio 30!� sor� 
SPECIAL ORDERS 

�SUMMER 
HOUSE 

We are currently 
closed to walk-in traffic. 

Give us a call at the store. We can answer any questions you have, as well as email and text pictures of our in stock merchandise. 
FOR ASSISTANCE CONTACT PAULA Phone: 828-526-5577 Email: TheSummerHouse@me.com 

OR EMAIL SAM SummerHouseHighlands@BRMEMC.net 
White Glove Delivery Throughout The Southeast & Beyond 

MONDAY - SATURDAY 9 AM - 5 PM 2089 Dillard Road, Highlands I 2 miles from Main Street I 828•526•5577 I www.summerhousehighlands.com 

STOCK ITEMS

In the midst of  where we find ourselves 
in isolation, I felt it appropriate to share 
a laugh for the day. This comes via 

emails shared through our office. I can’t 
think when we actually had time for jokes! 
Love it!

• “You know if  you keep a glass of  
bourbon in each hand you can’t accidentally 
touch your face.

 • I am starting to understand why pets 
try to run out of  the house when the door 
opens.

 • Does anyone know if  we can take 
showers yet, or should we just keep washing 
our hands?

 • Your Quarantine Name: the last thing 
you ate and your high school mascot. Me? 
Ham Cougars.

 • Day 7 at home and the dog is look-
ing at me like, “See? This is why I chew the 
furniture.”

 • Home schooling question: Does hav-
ing your children fix you mixed cocktails 
count as a chemistry lesson?

 • My Mom always told me I wouldn’t 
accomplish anything by laying in the bed all 

day, but look at me now, I’m 
saving the world.

 • If  you get an email with 
the subject “Knock Knock” 
don’t open it. It’s a Jehovah 
Witness working from home.

 • I swear my fridge just 
said, “What the hell do you 
want now???”

 • The coronavirus has 
turned us all into dogs…we 
roam the house all day looking 
for food, we’re told “no” if  we 
get too close to strangers, and 
we get really excited about car 
rides.

 • If  anyone owes you 
money go to their house 
NOW; they should be home!

 • Homeschooling Day #3: they all 
graduated. #Done.

 • I’m giving up drinking for a month. 
Sorry, punctuation typo...I’m giving up! 
Drinking for a month!”

• I prepared to self-quarantine. I bought 
a jig saw puzzle to keep my brain working 

and my fingers nimble. And 
I must say, my plan worked. 
I completed it in just a week 
and the box said 2-4 years!

In all seriousness, I want 
to thank you all for being safe 
for all of  us. I am so blessed to 
live in Highlands where most 
people really care. 

If  we open our hearts, I 
believe God is here for us and 
I believe in miracles! Thank 
you for being a part of  our 
community.

• Lynn Kimball has over 45 
years of  real estate experience, with 
over 35 years serving the Highlands 
Cashiers area. 

She has gained Emeritus Status with the Na-
tional Association of  Realtors and previously served 
as a Director and Vice President for the Highlands 
Cashiers Board of  Realtors. Whether you are inter-
ested in searching properties or comprehensive infor-
mation about our area, visit her user friendly website 
at www.signatureproperties-nc.com. 

Lynn Kimball, Broker 
Berkshire Hathaway 

HomeServices 
Meadows Mountain Realty

828-421-8193 (Cell)

Remember to smile; find joy in little things
paving, sidewalk repairs, and equipment 
purchases.

“We are dealing with a lean budget 
with cuts this year,” said Mayor Pat Taylor. 

Typically, decisions aren’t made at bud-
get worksessions, but last Thursday, com-
missioners unanimously agreed to pay con-
struction manager D.R. Reynolds $35,000 
to establish the Maximum Guaranteed 
Price for the fire department construction.

“This is a one-time cost which will 
give us a guaranteed maximum price. The 
Finance Committee and the Public Safety 
Committee both approved the proposal,” 
said Town Manager Josh Ward.

D.R. Reynolds will report back in six 
weeks with a firm price.

Once D.R. Reynolds gives a final maxi-
mum price which is expected to be in the 
vicinity of  $6 ½ million, the town will fi-
nalize loan terms with BB&T for either a 
15-year or 20-year loan bundling both the 
property purchase and the fire department 
construction. Ward said the loan will likely 
be for $8 million and will require the Local 
Government Commission approval.  

“We want to go forward with the con-
tract to get the guaranteed max price and 
wait on that price to see exactly what it will 
be before we move forward. There will be 

... BUDGET from page 6
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 Madison's chocolate chip cookie recipe was a huge hit with
 our #ResortRemotely social media fans. Try it for yourself
 and let us know what you think!  You can view the recipe
 and comment on the post @OldEdwardsInn Facebook or
 Instagram. Feel free to include tips from your own recipe .

Recipe Reveal

Designer 4 bedroom, 5 bath home with a golf course view. 
Offered for $1,695,000 Contact Andrea Gabbard 828-200-6742

 Andrea Gabbard
c 828.200.6742  o 828.526.8300  
AndreaGabbard@gmail.com

Highlands CC

Andrea is  top 12% 
Real Estate Brokers in 2019. 

Highlands Sotheby’s International Realty is 
the top selling firm in Highlands  

since 2013  as per HCMLS Navica.   

That’s a lyric by Ian Ty-
son, a singer/songwriter 
whose music my hus-

band enjoys.  The full message 
is “Technology was supposed 
to set us free. That ain’t the way 
it turned out to be.”  Not long 
ago, I found myself  in what I 
refer to as “Amazon publishing 
hell” and felt the same way.

Now that I’ve written two 
books in my DIckedns & Chris-
tie Mystery series and have 
started a third, I’m trying to be-
come more technologically adept so I can 
learn to format, upload, and all the things 
it takes to publish a book on Amazon.  The 
operative word in that sentence is “trying.” 
Plus, I’m fooling myself  if  I think I’ll really 
learn “all the things” it takes. But I’d at least 
like to learn a few!

Writing is my passion. Technology? 
Not! Sure, I’m pretty good with Word 
and PowerPoint, but for much beyond 
that, I require help.  That’s why I have 
Adam Freedman of  Dunwoody PC on 
speed dial. This Amazon publishing thing, 
though, was a horse or . . . nightmare of  a 
different color.

I engaged an author marketing coach 
to do lots of  things: lay out a marketing 
plan, create my cover, format my book for 
uploading to Amazon and elsewhere, and 
more. I knew I especially didn’t want to 
format and upload my books and chance 
messing them up.  It was a mammoth un-
dertaking to write the darned things, and 
I couldn’t afford to launch them into the 
world with flaws like extra spaces, dropped 
words, and who knows what else.

The first time my head exploded was 
when I saw words on the marketing calen-

Technology was supposed to set us free
dar like “Kathy creates a Book-
Funnel giveaway, Kathy uploads 
the ebook  of  ‘Bells, Tails & 
Murder’ to Amazon and Draft-
2Digital.” I suspect several of  
my Dunwoody author friends 
know how to do that, but I don’t.  
Still, I was game to try.

My coach made it all sound 
so simple.  Of  course, she’s the 
same person who said, “You 
should write a cozy mystery.  All 
it takes is a dead body.” Yes, the 
writing part became easier the 

more I did it, but still, I should have known 
better. Somehow, the task wasn’t as simple 
as uploading photos to Facebook or blogs 
to my blog site.

She sent me a multitude of  files to 
save to my computer and upload to vari-
ous places.  The problem started when I 
kept getting those dreaded error messages.  
You know the kind, right? Unable to open 
this file! You can hardly save a file to your 
computer if  you can’t open it. I fiddled and 
fiddled with the problem. I googled how to 
open the files, how to save them, how to do 
anything with them—for several hours. Fi-
nally, I gave up and made an appointment 
with my coach for the following afternoon.

The next day, I started at 6 am trying 
to figure it out on my own. I canceled my 
workout with my trainer so I could keep on. 
I had visions of  doing the ball slam exercise 
with my laptop instead of  a weighted ball. I 
figured it wasn’t a problem with my laptop, 
but instead a problem with the user, and I 
was beyond frustrated.

Can you picture me trying to chant 
Ohm? Thankfully, my coach eventually 
solved the problem. And, it was comforting 
to learn it was only partially user error!

•ink Penn•

Kathy Manos Penn

• Author Kathy Manos Penn is a Geor-
gia resident. Find her books on Amazon. 
Locally, “Lord Banjo the Royal Pooch” is 
available at Highlands Mountain Paws. Con-

tact her at inkpenn119@gmail.com, and 
follow her on Facebook, www.facebook.
com/KathyManosPennAuthor/. 

how long. Is it going to be a garden variety 
recession where equity values fall 35%? Or 
is it going to be at least as severe as 2008 
and they fall 50%. I’m not entirely sure, but 
my gut tells me it’s going to be the latter 
with a longer U-shaped recovery. Let’s hope 
I’m wrong.

Looking forward, one of  the questions 
being raised is if  Americans will go back to 
what they were doing before; eating out, 
going to concerts and movies, etc. I was 
encouraged by what I saw in Wuhan yes-
terday as they opened the city and people 
flooded back into the streets. As far as I’m 
concerned, I may need to wear a mask, but 
I’m going out!

So, take heart restaurateurs, servers 
and hotel workers in Highlands, the season 
is right around the corner and please don’t 
believe for a minute people will stay away. If  
I’m allowed by the authorities, I know I’ll be 
back up in July for at least a month.

Highlands is a special place and worth 
the risk.

The opinions expressed in this material 
are for general information only and are not 
intended to provide specific advice or rec-
ommendations for any individual.

Investment advice and financial plan-
ning services offered through Crossover 
Point Advisors, an SEC Registered Invest-
ment Advisor.

... FINANCIAL continued from page 10
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... OBITUARIES continued from page 5 •financial Matters•
of  Florida having to leave after one year 
due to the death of  her father. 

 Mary began her professional career as 
a Secretary/Stenographer for eight years at 
the Miami FBI Office and thereafter, was 
employed as an executive secretary by the 
Miami Dolphins, the Whirlpool Corpora-
tion, the Storer Broadcasting Company and 
at various times several law firms in Miami. 

 In 1956, she married Leland E. Stan-

sell and had two children, James Leland 
Stansell (Kristin) and Susan M. Stansell. She 
now has two grandchildren, James Leland 
Stansell, Jr. and Kimberly A. Weismantle; 
one great grandchild, Lincoln A. Weismantle 
and two nieces and nephews.

 In 1975, Mary married David N. Jel-
lison, an FBI Agent in Miami. Since then, 
they have lived in Miami Shores, FL, Hobe 
Sound, FL and Highlands, NC. 

Due to the ongoing 
concerns regarding the CO-
VID-19 pandemic, a private 
graveside service will be held 
at Highlands Memorial Park 
in Highlands, NC. A cel-
ebration of  Paul’s life will 
be scheduled on a later date. 
Online visitors may sign the 
guest register at www.iveyfu-
neral.com and www.bryant-
grantfuneralhome.com 

Paul Hines Trulock, III 
was born on May 20, 1943 in 
Thomasville, GA to Margretta and Paul Tru-
lock, Jr. He grew up in Climax, GA where 
he attended elementary and middle school 
before graduating in from Bainbridge High 
School in 1961. Paul’s education contin-
ued at the University of  Georgia, where he 
graduated with honors in 1965 with a BS in 
Agriculture. While attending the University, 
Paul began a career of  leadership by serving 
as EA of  Sigma Alpha Epsilon Fraternity.

In 1980 Paul ran for the Georgia 
State Senate and was elected and sworn 
into office January 12, 1981. He served 
the people of  the 10th district for three 
terms until he retired in 1986. While 
serving in the legislature, Paul’s great-
est accomplishment was meeting the 
love of  his life, Diane Griffith Johnson. 
The two were happily married in 1985. 

Paul and Diane made opportunities to 
expand their horizons by traveling exten-
sively throughout their 35 years of  marriage. 
Their most favorite place to settle when 
away from Climax was Highlands, NC. In 

1997, he and Diane purchased 
a home in Highlands and began 
spending their summers there. 

During his summers in 
Highlands, Paul especially loved 
to spend time on the golf  course.  

Paul and Diane were 
members of  First Presbyte-
rian Church in Highlands, NC. 
Paul served as a deacon and 
an elder at First Presbyterian 
in Bainbridge. He was a long-
time member of  Rotary and 
took a tenure as President. Paul 

lived by a creed that actions speak louder 
than words and quietly went around help-
ing others with no desire for fanfare. 

Paul was preceded in death by his par-
ents, Margretta McGavock Trulock and Paul 
Hines Trulock, Jr. He is survived by his wife 
Diane, son Paul Hines Trulock, IV (Caro-
line), daughter Ann Trulock Bouy (Mike), 
daughter Susan Lynn Trulock Manning 
(Michael), daughter Sage Johnson Dwyer 
(Ryan), daughter Cameron Johnson Col-
lins (Tim) and numerous grandchildren, a 
sister Helen Trulock Pettyjohn (Thad), and 
brother Robert McGavock Trulock (Anne). 

In lieu of  flowers, contributions can be 
made to First Presbyterian Church, 200 E. 
Shotwell St, Bainbridge, GA 39819, Habitat 
for Humanity, 300 E. Broughton St., Bain-
bridge, GA 39817, or Tall Timbers Research 
Station and Land Conservancy, 13093 
Henry Beadel Drive, Tallahassee, FL 32312.

Bryant-Grant Funeral Home and Cre-
matory are helping to serve the Trulock family.

Paul Hines Trulock, III

Carolyn Howell Lovell
Carolyn Howell Lovell of  St. Simons Island died April 

11, 2020. She was 96. She was married to her college sweet-
heart, the late Dr. Wood Lovell for 64 years. She was born 
in Atlanta, GA and was the daughter of  Mr. and Mrs. Hugh 
Hawkins Howell, Sr. She was predeceased by her parents, 
her Brother Hugh H. Howell, Jr. and her sisters, Ann H. 
Sutton and Jean H. Laramore.

 Carolyn was a graduate of  Washington Seminary 
where she was president of  the senior class and Spirit of  

• See OBITUARIES page 19

Michael P Henderson, 
CFP® CKA®

Founder/Wealth Advisor
Certified Financial 

Planner™ practitioner

In mid-January, I began to 
see tweets from people in 
my business related to a 

Corona Virus outbreak in Wu-
han China. Most of  them came 
from a hedge fund manager 
who, in 2006, saw the housing 
and credit crisis coming and 
made billions of  dollars for his 
clients. He had been on a rant 
since November about the up-
rising in Hong Kong (justifi-
ably so) and based on what I 
was reading from him and oth-
ers, it appeared there had been 
some sort of  transmission of  
a corona virus from an animal 
in a “wet market.” I wasn’t sure 
what a wet market was (or a corona virus for 
that matter) but I kind of  figured it out. I 
had no idea this even existed in the world’s 
second largest economy.

A week or so later, I began seeing posts 
saying this didn’t come from the wet market 
but might have come from a lab in Wuhan. 
This was backed up online with news articles 
alleging doctors were suddenly disappear-
ing for speaking out and supposed screen 
shots of  job postings in Wuhan for scientists 
who would study corona virus’ in bats. Then 
I started seeing stories that to said it origi-
nated in a covert weapons lab and had been 
released purposely by the Chinese govern-
ment. I’m not given to conspiracy theories 
so this last one was a “bridge too far”, but 
I’m not convinced it came from a wet mar-
ket either.

Around this time, it began looking like 
the wheels were starting to come off  in Chi-
na. What really got my attention was when 
the Chinese President was quoted as saying 
“the situation was grave”. GRAVE?! Whoa 
wait, I thought this was just the flu! Then I 
began seeing pictures of  medical workers in 
full hazmat suits. Again, whoa, hazmat suits? 
For the flu? Wait a minute, where did this 
come from? We know where things went 
from there.

But the U.S. Stock Market, (as repre-
sented by the S&P 500) was still on a tear. 
We were experiencing the best market and 
economy in history, there was virtually no 
unemployment and profits were still grow-
ing, albeit at a slower pace. Then, in mid-
February we hit a wall. And we all know 
what happens when we hit a wall… there’s 
damage, in this case potentially a lot of  dam-
age.

So, since this is my third, “once in a 
lifetime” bear market recession as an advisor 
and portfolio manager, I thought I’d offer 

my take;
First, they’ve all been dif-

ferent and caused by different 
reasons. In the 2000 to 2003 
decline, (prior to 911), stocks 
were simply overpriced and had 
to revert to their mean eventu-
ally if  profits weren’t there to 
support prices. Remember the 
“tech wreck”. Then the attacks 
and a full-blown recession ex-
acerbated the decline.

2008 was a credit crisis 
which grew out of  another 
overpriced asset, our homes. 
I’ve heard it said that 2008 was 
a financial crisis that caused 
an economic crisis and now 

in 2020 we have a health crisis that has be-
come a somewhat self-imposed economic 
crisis, that the government is trying to not 
let become a financial crisis. On top of  that, 
what about the speed of  the drop and the 
volatility. Huge up and down days have 
become normal not to mention the worst 
part, massive record setting unemployment.

As I’m writing this (April 8th) I believe 
the Federal Reserve has likely taken a de-
pression off  the table. Like in 2008, some 
will argue The Fed has overreached and 
will create an even bigger problem down 
the road (and you may be right). But I’m 
convinced, as I was in 08, soup lines were in 
our future if  Paulson and Bernanke had not 
taken the action they took.

Here’s the thing about depressions, if  
our economy shrinks by say… 10%, (which 
would be less than many forecasts for just 
the second quarter) we will only need 11% 
to get back to even. But if  it shrinks by 50% 
over several quarters, which was and may 
still be entirely possible, we will need 100% 
growth to get back to even! In other words, 
we would need to double the size of  our 
economy just to get back to where we were 
(by the way, the same math applies to your 
portfolio).

The other issue is that bad actors in the 
world tend to act out when countries like 
the U.S. are hobbled. Let’s not forget that 
China and Russia have asserted themselves 
substantially more since 2008 and WWI and 
WWII started after depressions. I believe 
this scenario would have been devastating 
and markets would have lost 70% to 80% 
of  their value. But potentially worse than 
that, our very existence as a nation could 
have been at risk.

There’s no doubt we’re already in re-
cession. The only question is how deep and 

Navigating finances during COVID-19

• See FINANCIAL page 9
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Community COVID-19 Outreach
Community Resources at hand

The simple task of  going to the gro-
cery store, getting school supplies, set-
ting up a computer for work or school 
at home, and needed repairs can be chal-
lenging given social distancing. Sometimes 
help is just a call away, but people don’t 
know who to call.

Highlands Chamber of  Commerce 
and Visitor’s Center has begun an initia-
tive to put information and resources into 
one spot for those who need services and 
support.

The Neighbors Helping Neighbors 
program is being set up to accomplish 
three objectives:

• Create a single point of  contact for 
services that are already being provided by 
the good people of  Highlands.

• Enable people to call, send an email, 
or go to the website to become a volun-
teer.

• To provide an email, website, and 
call-in service, for anyone to ask for assis-
tance, learn about what is being provided 
and receive support.

“We have been receiving numer-
ous calls and emails from people with 

concerns and 
questions and 
recognized that 
we could assist 
our residents 
by gathering 
i n f o r m a t i o n 
from businesses, 
churches, and 
nonprofits about 
what assistance 
is available,” said Chamber Executive Di-
rector Kaye McHan.

McHan, along with Highlands resident 
and volunteer Matt Eberz; Dave Muellar, 
Stringman Media; and David Moore, In-
ternational Friendship Center Board Chair, 
came up with a game plan for an all-vol-
unteer run Neighbors Helping Neighbors.

What services can Neighbors Helping 
Neighbors provide?

• Grocery/Food Pantry Pickup and 
Delivery

• Pharmacy Pickup and Delivery
• Post Office Mail Pickup and Delivery
• Simple Home Repairs
• Simple Auto Assistance

• Simple 
Remote Com-
puter Help

• Others as 
Required

Kaye said 
they have al-
ready recruited 
20 volunteers, 
some of  which 
have been sent 

out on multiple calls assisting neighbors.
“We view our job as not only sup-

porting the business community, but also 
supporting Highlands in continuing to be a 
great place to live,” she said. “We are pas-
sionate about our caring mountain com-
munity.”

How will it work?
The Neighbors Helping Neighbors 

program will be staffed with both Opera-
tions Volunteers and Responder Volun-
teers. Upon receiving an assistance request, 
either through email, website, or phone call; 
the Operations Volunteer will:

• Check the list of  available support to 

determine what can be utilized
• Coordinate directly with the orga-

nization or volunteer for needed support
• Pair the Responder with the Neigh-

bor
• Volunteers will follow all safety pro-

tocols, coordinate a time to accomplish 
the task, and report the results to the Op-
erations Volunteer.

• The Operations Volunteer will 
monitor all support and ensure our Neigh-
bor has been assisted as best we can.

Kaye added that businesses are also a 
part of  the Neighbors Helping Neighbors 
initiative.

“We are dependent on our small 
businesses to provide services and goods 
to residents, but they are also at the heart 
of  our economy and we can’t afford to 
lose them,” she said. “Buy gift cards, make 
reservations and prepay, shop local online, 
order meals for takeout or delivery. Our 
businesses have been serving the com-
munity for years and they now need our 
help. Please support our local businesses, 
Neighbors Helping Neighbors!”

Chamber of Commerce devises a plan to help: Neighbors Helping Neighbors

Parents all over Facebook can wel-
come in-person storytelling directly from 
The Literacy Council of  Highlands when 
they tune into TLC’s YouTube Channel.  

Jenni Edwards debuts From the 
Reading Room’s episode I with a reading 
of  “What’s In The Dark” by Carl Mem-
ling.  Eerily appropriate for these disturb-
ing times, “What’s In The Dark” names 
objects in a dark bedroom and somehow 
seems comforting at a time when all ages 
need comfort. 

The website link from the Reading 
Room: https:/www.maconncliteracy.org/
from-the-reading-room.html

The Direct Youtube Channel Link: 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/
UCkS5DfiNg9O4lzE8hUCu2Aw

Tune into The Literacy Council’s YouTube Channel for 
in-person storytelling with Jenni Edwards
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Daily ‘dealings’ during the COVID-19 Pandemic

Hudson Tilley helps with curbside delivery at The Spice & Tea Ex-
change.

Making the most of life during social distancing

Harper Ramey gets lunch each day bussed to by the school.

By Lee Lyons

As God is my witness, I’ll never eat cabbage again. Not even slaw, not even the delicious blue cheese 
slaw at The Ugly dog Pub. I have discovered I am NOT a cabbage patch doll.   

Last Friday, I was excited to report on FaceBook that you could drive by and pick up a box of  
vegetables at August Produce in Highlands for $20. Before I go any further, there is nothing wrong with the 
vegetables or the cabbage. It’s me. My body is not use to eating so much healthy food. 

I came right home (because where else can you go?) and ate a tomato, cucumber and onion sandwich 
smeared in mayonnaise. It was to die for but let me rephrase….it was so good and fresh. 

On Saturday I ate a huge salad. Sunday, Palm Sunday, I ate fresh cantaloupe while watching the church 
service.  I decided to boil squash and carrots for lunch and it was wonderful, too. I was beginning to think 
becoming a vegetarian might be a good idea. Then I decided to boil a big head of  cabbage for dinner. I 
shouldn’t admit, but I will, I have never cooked cabbage in my life and was surprised how tasty it was simply 
by boiling it in water and chicken stock.  

About four in the afternoon, I craved something sweet but my cupboard is bare so I whoofed down a 
big bowl of  cabbage. Almost immediately my stomach began to cramp like labor pains. It became extended 
and hard like a cantaloupe. I read somewhere that a stomach ache could be a symptom of  the COVID-19. 
I remembered walking horses with colic and tried to walk around but finally gulped down Pepto Bismol 
and curled into a ball with my heating pad. I tried to think who to call, the doctor, a friend, an ambulance 
if  it got any worse. 

The poignant part is, it’s scary to be sick and alone at any time but especially now. You cannot risk 
exposing other people or yourself. You can’t even call a best friend. 

About an hour later, I felt better and managed to Google…why does my stomach hurt after eating 
cabbage? Who knew the amount of  information about reactions to cabbage? 

After I ruled out the virus, cancer, ulcer and a host of  other awful things, I diagnosed myself  with gas 
trapped in the intestines. I imagined my obit – died of  cabbage gas.  I’m happy – no, that is not the right 
word – grateful to report I’m feeling fine. My dog, however, is social distancing. 

In reflection, I got a sneak preview of  how it will be if…. 
Plus, Scarlet O’Hara was holding up a turnip when she yelled those immortal words. If  she had been 

in a cabbage patch, she would have said, …As God is my witness, I’ll never be hungry again unless I have 
to eat cabbage.

Meanwhile, I still intend to pick up another box of  fresh veggies from August Produce – I will just 
“pass” on the cabbage. 

Eating my way through the quarantine

OK, fine. I read the Dos and 
Don’ts of  Quarantine Living ... I 
won’t try to cut my own bangs ... 
ever.
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Daily ‘dealings’ during the COVID-19 Pandemic
Making the most of life during social distancing

Since hearing of  the shortage of  masks, Carolyn Berry of  Cashiers, 
has tirelessly been making some beautiful ones. She has made them 
for her extended family and friends. Carolyn also made masks for a 
church member which has included the mask in care-packages for 
cancer patients in Franklin. Meticulously sewing masks from a variety 
of  beautiful fabric prints, she also provided Jennings Builders Supply’s 
with two dozen for its employees. The Jackson County Emergency 
Management Service received 12 of  her masks, of  which they we very 
grateful to get. Carolyn excitedly states, “I will continue making mask 
till I run out of  elastic.”

Maverick Ramey watching a music presentation at Highlands United 
Methodist Church.

If  you donate food to some-
one who needs it; if  you do-
nate or discount your AirB-

nB to a local or medical person 

God bless you if ...

The Bowers boys brighten up the 
sidewalks at the Eckerd Living 
Center with sidewalk chalk cre-
ations!

who has to leave their home due 
to risk of  exposing their family 
or the expense of  where they are 
staying; if  you bake a cake; make a 

meal, leave cookies or any current 
luxury at a neighbor’s doorstep; 
if  you are delivering groceries or 
medications to someone who is 
afraid to leave home; if  you get 
your kids outside and let them 
play; if  you send cards, care pack-
ages, school supplies to someone 
functioning the best they can 
at home; if  you call people and 
check in to help fight the loneli-
ness of  isolation; if  you plant an 
extra row in your garden to share; 
if  you buy a gift card to a local 
business; if  you take care of  your-
self  to remain physically, emotion-
ally and spiritually healthy so you 
can help others; if  you donate 
blood; if  you have a smile, hope 
and gratitude to share with people 
you can interact with; if  you stay 
at home as much as possible and 
WASH YOUR HANDS – you get 
it. God bless you.

Joey Schwartz and Marie Sharpe keeping the Easter spirit alive while 
dressing HUMC’s living cross while social distancing.
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Community COVID-19 Outreach
Community Resources at hand

Safe, legal, and local options for outdoor exercise
By Brian O’Shea
Plateau Daily News

The Nantahala, Pisgah, 
and Cherokee Forests Services 
recently closed multiple trail-
heads and access points along 
the Appalachian National Sce-
nic Trail, which includes popu-
lar hiking areas such as Dry 
Falls, Whiteside Mountain, and 
Glen Falls. The aim is to stop 
people from congregating in 
large groups, so closing some 
of  the most popular attractions 
on the Plateau was a logical 
place to start.

So where can locals go 
to get their nature on without 
compromising the health and 
safety of  those around them?

The Highlands Plateau 
Greenway 

The Highlands Plateau 
Greenway is a nonprofit group 
that volunteers time and ef-
fort to build and manage a trail 
system connecting natural and 
historic sites throughout High-
lands.

“The past few weeks have 

thrown a real curve ball into our 
daily routines,” said HPG Presi-
dent Sonya Carpenter. “This 
could be an excellent opportu-
nity for people to develop new, 
healthy habits like walking more 
and enjoying the beautiful spring 
weather and the emergence of  
the spring wildflowers. If  you live 
in the Town of  Highlands, you 
are likely only a few blocks away 
from a Greenway Trail. Why not 
walk to your destination on the 
trail?  If  you have no destination, 
just take a walk and let that be 
your journey.”

Carpenter said there are 
plenty of  worthy stops long the 
Greenway.

“Our Greenway trails radiate 
out from town to accommodate 
great points of  interest such as 
the Highlands Biological Station, 
the Bascom, Sunset Rock, and 
Satulah Mountain,” said Carpen-
ter. “The trails can also be used to 
connect various neighborhoods 
to downtown. The residents of  
Big Bear Pen, Satulah, and Mirror 
Lake neighborhoods can use the 

Greenway trails to walk to town.”
Carpenter said volunteers are 

currently working on a new trail 
entrance on Oak Street and said 
HPG hopes to hold a series of  
guided hikes over the summer to 
better introduce the community 
to the many adventures and des-
tinations accessible via the Gre-
enway.

Highlands-Cashiers Land 
Trust

All Highlands-Cashiers Land 
Trust (HCLT) properties are 
open.

“It should be safe to use our 
properties given the low density 
of  visitors we typically see,” said 
HCLT Executive Director Gary 
Wein. “I can’t image any of  the 
parking lots being crowded, ever.”

Wein said it’s kind of  early for 
much going on in terms of  Spring 
blooms, but the views from Satu-
lah Mountain are fantastic, and 
on a clear day hikers can see into 
South Carolina and Georgia. That 
view will get hazier as the weather 
gets warmer.

“We are pretty sure you can’t 
get Covid-19 from trees,” said 
Wein. “It should be safe to be 
outdoors as long as you maintain 
social distance from others.”

Highlands Botanical Garden 
Highlands Botanical Garden 

is located at the Highlands Nature 
Center at 930 Horse Cove Road. 
The Garden contains nearly 500 
species of  mosses, ferns, wild-
flowers, shrubs, and trees flour-
ish in natural forest, wetlands and 
old-growth plant communities 
connected by a series of  trails and 
boardwalks.

Highlands Biological Foun-
dation Communications & Events 
Coordinator Winter Gary said 
they are encouraging folks to get 
outdoors and connect with na-
ture, but do so responsibly. Gary 
emphasized the importance for 

people to keep their distance 
from others.

“Social distancing is a criti-
cal step right now to combat the 
spread of  the COVID-19 virus, 
so of  course it is important for 
everyone to strictly follow all rec-
ommendations provided by the 
CDC as well as our state and lo-
cal emergency and health servic-
es,” she said. “However, getting 
out in nature can be an antidote 
for isolation.”

The Garden boasts over 450 
native plant species with many 
spring blooms popping up, in-
cluding the treasured Oconee 
Bells, a protected plant in N.C. 
that’s only found in six counties 
in the Carolinas.

“The garden is also a great 
spot for birding,” said Gary. 
“Earlier this week, our staff  
observed Northern Cardinals, 
Carolina Chickadees, American 
Crows, Blue Jays, and Brown 
Thrashers around the Nature 
Center. Many birds are returning 
to the Plateau now that spring 
has arrived, and the southern Ap-

palachian Mountains has very 
high bird diversity. As guests 
walk around the garden, they’ll 
see mammals, insects, birds, am-
phibians, and more in our vari-
ous habitats including trees, the 
lake, the bog, and our various 
demonstration gardens.”

Lastly, Gary asked visitors 
to act responsibly, not only for 
the health of  the community 
during the stay at home order, 
but for the Garden as well.

“For those who do plan an 
outdoor excursion during this 
time, please consider that due 
to current circumstances, many 
large public areas are closed or 
have very few staff  meaning 
that trash cans, recycling bins, 
and even restrooms are not be-
ing managed as they usually are,” 
he said. “It is important that we 
practice “leave no trace” prin-
ciples. Whatever you bring on 
your trip with you, you should 
take home with you afterwards 
as to keep ourselves, our com-
munity, and our environment 
healthy.”

The Highlands Plateau Greenway map.

A bird’s eye view of  the Land Trust properties and trails.
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ductions we had planned for the 2020 season. 
Happily, movies at the Playhouse will resume when the 

COVID-19 social distancing and the group ban is lifted and 
we can again post people in the theater.

The decision to cancel theatrical productions was 
made with careful consideration from the Highlands Play-
house Board of  Directors, Highlands Mayor Patrick Taylor 
and staff. Many alternative plans were explored at length, 
attempting to bring high-quality entertainment to the High-
lands community. 

However, after our deliberation, it became clear we 
have a responsibility to our patrons, donors, actors, tech-
nicians, staff, and the future success of  the playhouse to 
forgo our original plans.

Anyone who has ever entered the city limits of  High-
lands, NC knows it is a remarkable place. Everywhere you 
look you can find waterfalls, hiking trails, and greenery. As 
you make your way to the middle of  town you encounter a 
bustling collection of  shops, restaurants, and people. And, 
one block off  Main Street sits the Highlands Playhouse. 

This 82-year young institution produces a season of  
musicals, which add to the amazing list of  activities and at-
tractions enjoyed by local patrons and a myriad of  people 
seeking relaxation and entertainment in the splendor of  the 
mountains. To put it simply, this place is special, and we will 
do our part to preserve everyone and everything we love 
about this community. 

“The Highlands Playhouse, the Performing Arts Cen-
ter and the Bascom Visual Arts Center are all vital insti-
tutions of  our overall hospitality and cultural economy,” 
said Highlands Mayor, Patrick Taylor. “I urge patrons and 
supporters to continue investing in their programs as they 
have to modify their upcoming seasons in light of  the CO-
VID-19 crisis.”

 This pandemic will end, and as soon as it does, the 
Highlands Playhouse will be here for you. We are exploring 
new, creative ways to entertain you as soon as it is safe to do 
so and look forward to the return of  bustling Highlands’ 
sidewalks, long summer days, and a theatre full of  excit-
ment for a night of  revelry or an intriguing new film. 

Be the first to know by following us on Facebook and 
Instagram, joining our email list, or participating in our 
annual Starstruck event; details will be available soon. We 
need each other now more than ever and we want to hear 
from you!

Thank you for your understanding and support, now 
and always. We will navigate these difficult times together. 
We will persevere. We will be back. 

... PLAYHOUSE continued from 
page 1

to put out fires while this social distancing is on,” said BJ 
Keener with the forest service. “So it’s best to ban burning 
all together.” 

N.C. Department of  Agriculture and Consumer Ser-
vices Commissioner, Steven Troxler, issued an order to 
cancel all burning permits and prohibit all open burning for 
32 counties in western NC, including Jackson, Macon, Al-
exander, Alleghany, Ashe, Avery, Buncombe, Burke, Cabar-
rus, Caldwell, Catawba, Cherokee, Clay, Cleveland, Gaston, 
Graham, Haywood, Henderson, Iredell, Lincoln, Madi-
son, McDowell, Mecklenburg, Mitchell, Polk, Rutherford, 
Swain, Transylvania, Union, Watauga, Wilkes, and Yancey.

The burn ban does not apply to fires started within 
100 feet of  an occupied dwelling.

Local fire marshals have the authority to issue a burn 
ban within 100 feet of  an occupied dwelling.

However, fires, including fire pits, within that 100 feet 
must be confined within an enclosure from which burning 
material may not escape or within a protected area upon 
which a watch is being maintained and which is provided 
with adequate fire protection equipment.

Noting the weather, Highlands Fire Chief  Ryan Gear-
hart advises against fires of  any kind right now near homes.  

... BURN BAN from page 1

vestigated by our office. We will also keep District Attorney 
Ashley Hornsby Welch informed about our investigations 
and discuss any potential criminal charges that are to be 
filed.

As of  this release, investigators assigned to handling 
these complaints have investigated more than a dozen re-
ported violations and at the conclusion of  those investiga-
tions all parties were found to have NOT committed any 
violations and in compliance with the orders currently in 
place.

During these investigations, we found that educating 
either the reporter or the alleged violator was all that was 
necessary to resolve any issues or concerns. Investigators 
provided each individual visited with informational pack-
ets related to COVID-19 and the orders currently in place. 
Investigators reminded them that it is the responsibility of  
all citizens (Full Time, Part Time and/or Visitors) to un-
derstand any and all current requirements of  the orders in 
place.

Unfortunately, while conducting some of  these investi-
gations, investigators concluded that some who filed anony-
mous complaints were taking advantage of  the opportunity 
of  reporting anonymously to harass their neighbors.

Having been advised of  this, all of  us at your Sheriff ’s 
Office are respectfully requesting that you work out your 
differences with your neighbors and not use our services to 
harass them. We do not want to be forced into the position 
of  also having to initiate investigations into “Filing of  False 
Reports” related to COVID-19 but I will consider doing so 
if  it becomes an issue in the future.

DO NOT report people simply because they are driv-
ing around town and have an Out-of-State license plate on 
the vehicle they are driving. That is not a crime and does not 
violate any Orders.

DO NOT report people because they have more peo-
ple living in their home than you think they should. That is 
not a crime and does not violate any current Orders in place.

DO NOT report people for being in violation of  the 
“self-quarantine” unless you know what the requirements 
are yourself. Those who have been requested to self-quaran-
tine still have the opportunity to leave the location they are 
residing in to take care of  their essential needs. YES… the 
authorities have requested anyone self-quarantining to not 
leave the place they are staying at for a period of  14 con-
secutive days and to also bring with them enough food and 
supplies to last them for the entire period of  self-quarantine.

While some may not agree with what one individual 
may consider to be essential needs for a family, one should 
remember that others may not agree with your definition of  
essential needs either.

Please feel free to report violations if  you have factual 
information that violations of  the orders are occurring. In 
the event you file such a report you should understand you 
will be required to provide your name, address and contact 
information. As with any criminal investigation, this infor-
mation is very important because we may need to contact 
you for any future court proceedings as a result of  your re-
porting of  violation.

... REPORTS continued from 
page 1

To report a violation related to Governor’s Order or 
any local orders please call (828)349-2068

When reporting be prepared to leave your contact in-
formation along with the information about the violation 
that you are concerned about.

DO NOT call 911 to report anything other than an 
emergency.

Submitted by Sheriff  Robert L. Holland, Macon 
County

two parts of  the loan – $1.5 million for the property and 
whatever the construction of  the building comes in at. So, 
I would advise to wait and see what the price is before we 
finalize loan,” said Ward.

Even if  the town chooses to hold off  on the construc-
tion, commissioners agreed to go ahead and purchase the 
land since that loan can be serviced with fire tax proceeds.

Also, discussed were health insurance options which 
could change due to a 10% increase from last year. 

“We had a bad year claim-wise this past year,” said 
Ward.

Last year, the town moved from BCBS to MedCost 
which came in without an increase. The 10% increase 
would cost the town $62,364 and employees an $11,000 
increase. 

Meanwhile, the town is expecting proposals by the 
end of  April from other insurance companies.

Commissioner Marc Hehn suggested the town pick 
up the employees’ cost. 

“I think it would be an admirable thing to do for our 
employees during this pandemic. They are still working, 
and we should show them we appreciate them,” he said.

Commissioner Brian Steihler said he thought town 
employees should be rewarded in some way but wasn’t sure 
Hehn’s suggestion was the answer.

... BUDGET from page 8

• See BUDGET page 19
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Trusted Protection from Unpredictable Threats. 
Power outages can occur anywhere and at any time. With intense weather and acts of cyberterrorism constantly threatening a deteriorating and overloaded infrastructure, our 
nation’s power grid is more susceptible to frequent and prolonged power outages than ever before. Generac works hard every day to design and manufacture affordable 
home standby generators that provide power to your home until utility service is restored.

Call today for a FREE in-home assessment. Allan Dearth and Sons

Highlands, NC 28741

Sales (828) 526-9325 
Service (828) 526-9325 
Website adsemergencypower.com

507901

AUTOMATIC STANDBY GENERATORS

Storefront • Plate Glass • Mirrors
Custom Shower Doors • Insulated Glass 
Custom Mirrors • Tabletops • Sun Rooms  

Replacement of Fogged Glass 
Insulated Units

(828) 349-0088
www.glassshoppe.com

David Lewis, owner
3145 Old Murphy Road

Franklin, NC

Spring Home Improvement 2020
From severe weather and natural disasters to an over-

loaded electrical grid, there are many ways the power can 
go out.

Whole-house generators, range in capacity anywhere 
from 22 to 48kW. The added power brings you peace-of-
mind knowing you won’t have to sacrifice or make difficult 
choices like choosing whether to run a single air conditioner 
or a large commercial-style refrigerator. Instead, your house 
will be close to fully functional, as if  nothing happened at all.

Whole-house generators offer many benefits over the 
typical standby generator. They feature larger, more power-
ful engines that are liquid-cooled for longer run times with-
out maintenance, sophisticated programming for better load 
management, and provide better fuel options like natural 
gas, liquid propane, and diesel.

3 Steps to Pick the Perfect Whole-House Generator
Step 1: Choose a Fuel Source
Liquid Propane Fuel Tank. In many coastal and remote 

parts of  the country, finding an abundant fuel source neces-
sary for power generation can be problematic.

In fact, an essential step in selecting the best standby 
for your home is identifying the fuel type. Unlike small 
home standbys that can only use natural gas (NG) or liquid 

propane (LP), whole-house generators also come with a 
diesel option, that makes generator power more accessible.

Both LP and diesel fuels will require tanks large 
enough to run the generator correctly. Similarly, the natural 
gas meter and gas lines will need to be the correct size. 
Before installation, your contractor will verify this with you, 
but you can find this information in the installation manual 
on our product pages.

Step 2: Pick the Right Size
Where to Find a Data Plate on an Air Conditioner. 

Proper sizing of  your generator is crucial to the success of  
any installation and requires a good working knowledge of  
electricity, as well as the load requirements of  your home’s 
electrical appliances.

When analyzing electrical loads, look at the manu-
facturer’s data plate on each major appliance or piece of  
equipment to determine its starting amperage.

Next, use the following formula to help determine the 
total starting wattage of  all of  your appliances: (Starting 
Amps x Volts = Watts). To get kilowatts, divide the number 
of  watts by 1,000.

When choosing the generator output, select a rating 
• See GENERATORS page 17

Whole House Generators in a nutshell
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HIGH PRESSURE WASHING IS OUT! 
LOW PRESSURE SOFT WASH IS IN! 

Did you know there's a safe alternative from the 
traditional high pressure washing? 

Which many times causes extreme damage and 
destruction to a home. 

Did you know a homeowner's policy could be cancelled? 
Due to deferred maintenance of their roof? 

Did you know there is a solution to remove the algae, 
moss, lichens and mildew growing on a 

roof and/or siding? 

Is your home on the market or soon to be? 
Increasing your curb appeal is the single most important step in 

listing a home. It's truly the buyer's first impression. 

We specialize in removing all the dirt, grime, mildew and mold, 
giving your home a welcoming fresh, clean look. 

PATRIOT 
ROOF CLEANING & RESTORATION 
offers a proprietary low pressure soft wash system that safely cleans 
Cedar, Asphalt, Metal, Slate roofs, most exterior siding, exterior decks, 

interior decks, retaining walls, rock walkways, and driveways. 

------------ * ------------

GIVE US A CALL! 828-200-2437
We'll help bring your home back to life! 

511726 

Spring Home Improvement 2020
Taking a Top Down Approach to Home Exterior Updates

(StatePoint) Whether you want to boost the beauty of  
your home for your own enjoyment or you’re looking to 
sell in the near future, experts recommend taking a top-
down approach to evaluate the outside of  your home.

“When making updates to your home exterior, it’s 
helpful to think of  how all the parts of  the whole work 
together to create a unified look,” says Kate Smith, chief  
color maven with Sensational Color.

With that in mind, here are a few remodeling ideas to 
get you started:

The Roof
A new roof  not only adds aesthetic appeal, it can add 

value too. Indeed, Remodeling’s Cost vs. Value 2020 report 
shows that a roof  replacement can have a return-on-invest-
ment of  over 60 percent.

Composite roofing is particularly durable, long-lasting 
and low-maintenance, and an all-around smart investment. 
Not only does a high-quality roof  help home-sellers get 
foot traffic, but the low-maintenance aspect really reso-
nates with house-hunters. An attractive, more affordable 
alternative to the real thing, the composite slate and shake 
roofing options available from manufacturers like DaVinci 
Roofscapes, for example, reduce pesky maintenance con-
cerns, offering impact-, fire- and wind-resistance, as well as 
the peace of  mind that comes with a strong warranty.

This is also a good choice for both those with a clear 
color palette in mind, and those who might need some di-
rection, as free resources on the DaVinci Roofscapes site 
include a Color Visualizer offering users the ability to see 

how different colors may look on their home exteriors, as 
well as a variety of  free e-books with project inspiration and 
advice. To learn more, visit www.davinciroofscapes.com.

“Using these free color tools can be both fun and em-
powering,” says Smith. “They take the guesswork out of  
crafting a pleasing exterior color palette for the home and 
help create increased curb appeal.”

Siding
If  your home sports traditional siding, you may have 

noticed that the tiles contract and expand in fluctuating 
weather conditions and temperatures. What’s more, the 
color of  these often-times thin and flimsy materials can fade 
quickly.

Rather than replacing siding with more of  the same, 
consider composite siding built to resist impact, fire, mold, 
algae, insects, salt air and high winds. The hand-split shake 
siding available from DaVinci Roofscapes is made of  virgin 
resins, UV and thermal stabilizers, plus a highly-specialized 
fire retardant. Whether you add accent panels with compos-
ite siding or go for the whole house, this can add a hassle-
free aesthetic benefit to your home and boost its value.

Walkways
Cracked or uneven walkways and steps are not only 

an eyesore, they can present a tripping hazard to you and 
guests. Evaluate whether it’s time to give yours an overhaul. 
Be sure to select low-maintenance materials that comple-
ment the look of  the other elements of  your exterior. This 
is a good time to consider lighting that adds drama to the 
walkway at night and makes for safer walking.

that is approximately 20 to 25% higher than the peak load 
(for example, if  the total expected wattage is about 22 kilo-
watts, choose a 27 kW generator).

A higher-rated generator will operate comfortably at 
approximately 80% of  its full capacity and will provide a 
margin of  flexibility if  the load increases in the future.

The most significant wattage draw will come from 
central air conditioning units. To determine an air condi-
tioner’s size in “tons”, just divide the number of  BTUs by 
12,000 (Tons = BTUs/12,000). For example, a single 5 Ton 
Unit is equal to 60,000 BTUs.

Whole-House Size Options
All standby generators are rated by kilowatt (kW) (1 

kW = 1,000 watts) which measures the capacity or total 
load that the generator can handle.

For homeowners wanting the ultimate entry-level 
whole-house standby, a 22kW is a perfect choice to reap all 
of  the benefits of  a whole-house generator over a regular 
home standby.

A generator in the 27-36kW range is perfect for most 
homes since they replace 75% of  the 200 amps coming into 
your electrical panel. Since these generators are equipped 
with advanced load-managing hardware, like A/C shed-
ding, you will hardly notice that the air conditioners kick on 
at different times, so they don’t overload the system.

If  you want to backup the entire house as if  a blackout 

never occurred, a 48kW generator is capable of  producing 
a whopping 220 amps of  electricity at 240 volts, which is 
nearly the same amount of  power coming from the utility.

Step 3: Pick a Transfer Switch
Electrical Breaker Panel. Just like a light bulb needs 

a switch to turn on, your generator needs one too. An au-
tomatic transfer switch (ATS) allows your standby to spring 
into action the moment a power failure is detected. 

It does this by continuously sensing utility power, and 
after an outage is detected, it simultaneously starts the en-
gine and disconnects electricity coming from the line and 
energizes your home’s panel through generator power.

Getting the right switch is just as crucial as getting the 
right generator as they work together to restore lost power. 
To know which will work for you, you’ll need to know the 
amperage of  your electrical service panel. You can check 
this by locating the main breaker in your electrical panel 
(usually the big pull-out at the top).

Typically, the average sized home has a 200-amp main 
breaker, so the maximum amount of  electricity your home 
can consume is 200 amps. It’s essential to get the same am-
perage switch as your home’s panel. If  you have 200-amp 
service, you’ll need a 200-amp transfer switch. 

With the perfect whole-house standby generator, you 
can be confident that your home will be protected against 
power outages of  every kind. 

... GENERATORS continued from page 16

Benjamin Moore Paints
Carpets

Wood Flooring
Tile

Wall Coverings
Window Treatments

Custom Closets

330 Dillard Road • Highlands • 828-526-3571
www.highlandsdecorating.com
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•sPiritually sPeaking • Proverbs 3:5 • Places to worsHiP •
BLUE VALLEY BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Oliver Rice, Pastor (706) 782-3965

Sundays: School:10 a.m., Worship:11 
Sunday night services every 2nd & 4th Sunday at 7 

Wednesdays: Mid-week prayer meeting:7 p.m.
BUCK CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH

828-269-3546 • Rev. Jamie Passmore, Pastor
Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11 

CASHIERS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Rev. Wes Sharpe, Pastor 828-743-5298
Sundays: School at 9:30 Worship 10:30

Wednesday night Dinner and Service 5:30 
CHAPEL OF THE SKY

Sky Valley, GA • 706-746-2999 
Sundays: 10 a.m.:Worship 

Holy Communion 1st & 3rd Sundays 
CHRIST ANGLICAN CHURCH 

Rector: Jim Murphy, 252-671-4011 
464 US Hwy 64 east, Cashiers 

9:30a Sunday School; 10:30a Worship Service; Mon. 6p Bible 
Study & Supper in homes

CHRIST CHURCH OF THE VALLEY, CASHIERS
Pastor Brent Metcalf • 743-5470

Sun.10:45am, S.S 9:30am. Wed. 6pm supper and teaching.
Tues. Guys study 8am, Gals 10am.

CLEAR CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Jim Kinard

Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11a.m. 
1st & 3rd Sunday night Service: 7.p.m.

Wednesdays –Supper at 6 p.m. 
COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH
www.cbchighlands.com • 526-4685
3645 Cashiers Rd, Highlands, NC 

Sr. Pastor Gary Hewins  
Sun.: 9:30am: Sunday School10:30am: Middle & High School; 

10:45am: Child. Program,10: 45am: Worship
Wed.: 5pm Dinner ($7 adult, $2 child), 6pm CBC U.

COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH OF SKY VALLEY
706.746.3144• 696 Sky Valley Way #447, 

Pastor Gary Hewins
Worship: Sun. 9 a.m., with Holy Communion the 1st & 3rd 
Sun.; Tues: Community Supper 5:30 followed by Bible Study. 
EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF THE INCARNATION

Rev. W. Bentley Manning • 526-2968
Monday-Friday: Morning Prayer at 8:15a. Sundays: 8 am 

Holy Eucharist Rite I; 9 am Sunday School; 10:30 am Holy 
Eucharist Rite II. Childcare available at 10:30

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH HIGHLANDS
828-526-4153 • www.fbchighlands.org

Dr. Mark Ford, Pastor• 220 Main Street, Highlands 
Sun.:Worship 10:45 am; Sun.: Bible Study 9:30 am

Wed.: Men’s Bible Study 8:30 am; Choir 5p; Prayer Mtg 6:15p 
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Curtis Fussell & Emily Wilmarth, pastors 

526-3175 • fpchighlands.org
Sun.: Worship 8:30a Adult Ed.: 9:30a.m.; Worship 11 a.m.

Mondays: Men’s Prayer Group & Breakfast 8 a.m. 
Wed: Choir:6p

GOLDMINE BAPTIST CHURCH
(Off Franklin/Highlands Rd) 

Sunday School:10 am, Worship Service:11 am
GRACE COMMUNITY CHURCH OF CASHIERS

Non-Denominational-Contemporary Worship
242 Hwy 107N, 1/4 miles from Crossroads in Cashiers

www.gracecashiers.com • Pastor Steve Doerter: 743-9814
Services: Sundays 10am - Wed. - 7pm; Dinner - Wed. 6pm 

HAMBURG BAPTIST CHURCH
Hwy 107N. • Glenville, NC • 743-2729 • Nathan Johnson
Sunday: School 9:45a, Worship 11a & 7p, Bible Study 6p

Wed. Kidsquest 6p.; Worship 7p.
HIGHLANDS ASSEMBLY OF GOD

Randy Reed, Pastor 828-421-9172 • 165 S. Sixth Street  
Sundays: Worship:11 

HIGHLANDS CENTRAL BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Dan Robinson

670 N. 4th Street (next to the Highlands Civic Center)
Sun.: Morning Worship 10:45a., Evening Worship, 6p. 

Wednesday: Prayer Service, 6:30 p.
HIGHLANDS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

Pastor Randy Lucas 526-3376
Sun: School 9:45a.; Worship 9:09,10:50.; Youth 5:30 p.

Wed: Supper: 5:15; youth, & adults activities: 6; Handbell 
rehearsal, 6:15; Choir Rehearsal 7. (nursery provided ); 7pm 

Intercessory Prayer Ministry 
HOLY FAMILY LUTHERAN CHURCH: ELCA

Chaplain Margaret Howell • 2152 Dillard Road • 526-9741
Sun: School and Adult discussion group 9:30 a.m.;  

Worship/Communion:10:30; Early-Bird Christmas Eve service of 
Lessons and Carols, Sunday, Dec. 22, 10:30 am. 

All are welcome.
HEALING SERVICE on the 5th Sunday of the month.

MACEDONIA BAPTIST CHURCH
8 miles south of Highlands on N.C. 28 S in Satolah

Pastor Zane Talley
Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11, Choir:6 p.m.

Wed: Bible Study and Youth Mtg.:7 p.m.
MOUNTAIN SYNAGOGUE

at St. Cyprian’s Episcopal Church, Franklin • 828-524-9463
MOUNTAIN BIBLE CHURCH 

743-2583 • Independent Bible Church 
Sun:10:30 a.m. at Big Ridge Baptist Church,  

4224 Big Ridge Road (4.5 miles from NC 107) 
Weds: Bible Study 6:30 p.m.; Youth Group 6 p.m. 

OUR LADY OF THE MOUNTAINS  
CATHOLIC CHURCH

Rev. Fr. Jason K. Barone – 526-2418
Mass: Thurs. 12:10; Fri. 9am; Sun: 11 a.m.

SCALY MOUNTAIN BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Marty Kilby

Sundays: School –10 a.m.; Worship –11 a.m. & 7 
Wednesdays: Prayer Mtg.:7 p.m.

SCALY MOUNTAIN CHURCH OF GOD
290 Buck Knob Road; Pastor Donald G. Bates • 526-3212
Sun.: School:10 a.m.; Worship:10:45 a.m.; Worship: 6 p.m.

SHORTOFF BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Rev. Andy Cloer 

Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11 a.m. 
Wednesdays: Prayer & Bible Study:6 p.m. 
ST. JUDE’S CATHOLIC CHURCH
Mass: Thurs. 9am, Fri., 11am; Sun. 9am 

THE CHURCH OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD
1448 Highway 107 S., Office: 743-2359 • Rev. Rob Wood
June-Sept: Sunday Services: Rite I, 8a, Rite II, 9:15 & 11a

Nursery available for Rite II services
Sept 6-Oct 25-Informal Evening Eucharist-5:30 p.m. 

Thursday: Noon Healing Service with Eucharist.
UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST FELLOWSHIP 

85 Sierra Drive, Franklin • uufranklin.org  
Sunday Worship - 11 a.m. 

WHITESIDE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Rev. Sam Forrester/Cashiers

Sunday School:10 am, Worship Service:11 am

John 3:16

Pastor Mark Ford
First Baptist Church 
of Highlands

Hugs and 
Handshakes

I can’t resist. I must write something about the Corona 
Virus. The sickness, the deaths, the loss of  jobs and 
businesses, the impact on our economy, and so many 

other nuanced issues are a shock to the mind and soul. 
Ironically, it is something we all share in common. Before 
all this, we were tending toward individuation in our lives. 
But now we share common anxieties. We are – to use the 
well-worn phrase – “in this together.” 

But one area that I contemplate on is the social im-
pact all this will have in the future. The new normal as it 
is referred to has the potential to change the way we inter-
act as humans. When will we no longer have suspicions 
about this virus? What new habits are being instilled that 
will erode our already weak sense of  community and com-
mon grace? We are compelled by “social distancing” to 
maintain a proper distance, wear masks and gloves, wipe 
down everything we touch, and wash our hands ad infini-
tum. We make extended arches around each other as we 
pass, or converse from six feet apart and raise our voices 
to compensate for the distance and the wearing of  face 
coverings. I have actually told people that “I’m smiling un-
der my mask! Good to see you!” We appear to be creating 
hula hoops of  self-contained existence. As we grow apart 
physically, we are growing apart emotionally and socially. 
If  this continues for much longer, will we ever recover our 
sense of  intimacy and humanity that we share – you know, 
things like hugs and handshakes? 

Things like hugs, embraces, handshakes, and a kiss 
on the cheek spoke of  our mutual respect, an openness 
to a degree of  intimacy, compassion, and love. The physi-
cal acts were a commentary on our mutual humanness as 
those created in the image of  God. But will this new nor-
mal cause us to be abnormal? I miss the warm hugs and 
firm handshakes of  the church family and others. I feel the 
emotional and social disconnect with the absence of  these 
very human acts! 

But there is another virus afoot. The Covid-19 creates 
social distancing. But the virus of  sin – which has been 
around since the Fall in the Garden – has created spiritual 
distancing. Sin interferes with my intimacy and relationship 
to God and others. It always has. But with this virus of  sin, 
handshakes and hugs aren’t enough. Love is the answer 
that usurps the virus of  sin and spiritual distancing. The 
Scriptures teach that I am to love the Lord God with all I 
have. I am to love my neighbors as myself. I am to love my 
enemies. We are to love one another. Such love destroys all 
spiritual distancing. For instance, worship helps us to love 
the Lord. In worship I am with my spiritual family and the 
bond of  love we share in Christ. In worship we encourage 

• See SPIRITUALLY page 21
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Highlands Police entries from March  21 Only the names of per-
sons arrested, issued a Class-3 misdemeanor or public officials have 
been used.

March 21
• At 9 a.m., a breaking and entering of a vehicle at Highlands Smokehouse 

was reported. Items were removed from the vehicle without permission.
March 23
• At 1:04 p.m., a 1-vehicle accident was reported on US 64 east and Sher-

wood Forest.
March 25
• At 8:54 p.m., a shoplifting incident was reported at the Farmers Market 

where about $11 worth of consumable goods were taken.
March 27
• At 10 a.m., a larceny was reported at Mountain Findings where an out-

door table with glass top was taken.
• At 5:36 p.m., a call for service was made from a residence on Melrose 

Drive about someone violating the town’s State of Emergency order.
• At 11:40 p.m., officers were called to a residence on Satulah Ridge Road 

where a loud noise was reported.
March 30
• At 4 p.m., a call for service was made from a residence on Split Rail Row 

where someone was staying in a garage apartment without permission.
April 1
• At 12:30 p.m., officers were called about counterfeiting and forgery con-

cerning two forged checks in the amounts of $10,000 and $18,000 discovered 
at a local bank.

April 8
• At 1:40 p.m., officers responded to a 2-vehicle accident in Highlands Plaza.
The Highlands Fire & Rescue log from April 6.
April 6
• At 2:49 a.m. the dept. responded to a fire alarm at a residence on Hap-

poldt Dr.
• At 11:03 a.m., the dept. responded to a call from a residence on Stable 

Lane.
• At 1:18 p.m., the dept. responded to a call of a cut power line on Falls 

Drive West.
April 7
• At 4:48 a.m., the dept. responded to a water flow alarm at a residence on 

Falls Drive West.
• At 1:38 p.m., the dept. investigated smoke on Buck Creek Road.
• At 2:22 p.m., the dept. investigated smoke on Walhalla Road.
• At 2:33 p.m., the dept. responded to a fire alarm on Cullasaja Club Drive.
April 8
• At 1:30 p.m., the dept. investigated smoke on the Dillard Road.
April 10
• At 3:45 p.m., the dept. provided mutual aid to the Cashiers FD.
April 12
• The dept. responded to a motor vehicle accident on the Franklin Road.
April 13
• At 9:18 p.m., the dept. was first-responders to a residence on Horse Cove 

Road.
• The dept. responded to a motor vehicle accident on the Cashiers Road.
April 14
• At 7:20 a.m., the dept. responded to a fire alarm at a residence on White-

side Mountain Road.,

... BUDGET continued from page 15

the Seminary. She attended Newcomb Col-
lege in New Orleans, LA, where she met 
her husband, Wood who was attending 
Tulane University School of  Medicine. She 
was a member of  Chi Omega Sorority and 
the T.U.R.K. Club.

 Carolyn and Wood married during 
World War II and lived in McKinney, TX 
where he was stationed at the U.S. Army 
Ashburn General Hospital on the surgical 
staff. Later she returned to Atlanta to be 
with her parents during the two years he 
served in England and France as a Captain 
in the U.S. Army Medical Corps.

 When the war ended, and with the 
completion of  his pediatric orthopedic 
training, Carolyn and Wood lived in Atlanta 
for thirty years during his medical practice 
and raised five children.

 Carolyn was involved in many com-
munity and church activities throughout 
her life. She served as a Girl Scout leader six 
years and was the President of  the United 
Methodist Women of  Northside United 
Methodist Church, Morris Brandon P.T.A., 
Scottish Rite Hospital Auxiliary and the At-
lanta Gardeners Club. She and her husband 
enjoyed many wonderful trips together 
in this country as well as other countries 
around the world. They had a mountain 
home in Highlands, NC for 35 years, where 
the family and many guests were always 
welcome.

In 1982 Wood retired and they built 
a new home at Sea Island, GA His retire-
ment was short lived as he soon became 
Medical Director of  Nemours Children’s 
Clinic in Jacksonville, FL where he worked 

an additional 10 years, continuing the work 
he enjoyed so much. In 2002 they moved to 
St. Simons Island. 

Carolyn was a member of  the St. Si-
mons United Methodist Church, Sea Island 
Club, Sea Island Gardening Group, Sea Is-
land Skimmers Club, Cassina Garden Club, 
Ft. Frederica Chapter D.A.R., and a found-
ing member of  St. Simons Chapter of  the 
National Society Colonial Dames XVII 
Century.

 Carolyn’s devotion over the years has 
always been to her family, her husband, her 
children, grandchildren, great grandchildren, 
and many friends. God’s message of  hope 
and love motivated her life and anyone that 
met her was touched in some way.

 Carolyn is survived by daughters: Caro-
line L. Fleetwood, Nancy L. Dobrenic (John) 
both of  St. Simons Island, Abigail C. Lovell 
(Cecilia Fisher) of  Mission Viejo, CA; Sons: 
T. Wood Lovell (Jody) of  Highlands, NC, 
and Mark B. Lovell (Sandy) of  Savannah, 
GA and 11 Grandchildren, 14 Great Grand-
children and many nieces and nephews.

 A private family graveside service will 
be held at Arlington Memorial Gardens in 
Atlanta, GA. Edo Miller and Sons Funeral 
Home in Brunswick, GA is in charge of  the 
arrangements. A service celebrating Caro-
lyn’s life will be held at St. Simons United 
Methodist Church, at a later time. 

 In lieu of  flowers, the family requests 
those who wish may send memorials to the 
St. Simons United Methodist Church, 624 
Ocean Boulevard, St. Simon’s Island, GA 
31522 or Children’s Healthcare of  Atlanta, 
1687 Tullie Circle N.E., Atlanta, GA 30329. 

... OBITUARIES continued from page 10

“We have to be careful. We are going to 
take a hit in areas. There are a lot of  people 
out of  work and they are struggling so it 
would be hard to justify that. But I do think 
the employees should be rewarded in some 
way,” he said. 

As to capital improvement projects, no 
final decision was made but commission-
ers did work off  the post Covid-19 budget 
Ward proposed.

“Sales tax was ahead prior to this, so 
we expect sales tax to meet our projection 
of  $1 million by the close of  FY ‘19-‘20. 
We are at $835,000 now but we don’t know 
about utilities and how they will be coming 
in,” he said. 

Rather than sunset the 1.5 cent Recre-
ation tax which has been in effect for five 
years, Commissioners discussed keeping 
it and using it to pay for the many paving 
and sidewalk projects on its list for the years 
ahead.

On the proposed list for this year are 
paving projects for the remainder of  Culla-

saja Dr., Hickory Street, Church Street Alley, 
Chowan Drive and Pinecrest Road.

Sidewalk repairs still on the list are at 
Loafers Bench on Main Street, at Reeves on 
Main Street, Satulah Road and Pierson Drive 
to the school, of  which salt and paint strip-
ing is a part.

Commissioners also discussed chang-
ing out all town lights to LED lights, some-
thing the mayor feels strongly about saying 
they are energy efficient and in line with the 
dark sky initiative.

“This is something we have been doing 
slowly over the years,” said Ward. “As lights 
burn out, we replace them with LEDs.”

“The Post Covid-19 option is what I 
recommend, due to the uncertainty of  the 
economy this second half  of  2020,” said 
Ward. “After the FY 2020-‘21 budget is ad-
opted, the Town Board has the ability to al-
locate funds for additional projects as the 
year progresses, if  they so choose.”    

– Kim Lewicki
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209 N. 4th Street

(Corner of N. 4th and Oak streets 
upstairs across from Town Hall. 

Phone: 828-526-3241
Fax: 828-482-9019
Email: rachelbkelleyllc@gmail.com

Rachel B. Kelley, PMHNP-BC
ARNP - Board Certified
Psychiatric • Mental Health
Medication Management
Positive Wellness

Whiteside Cove  
Cottages

800-805-3558 • 828-526-2222

5 new log cabins 
nestled in the hemlocks 
on 25 acres at the base 

of Whiteside 
Mountain.

Loma Linda
Farm

Dog Boarding • Day Care
Pastoral Park

in Home and Leash Free
Lodging in the lap of luxury

(828) 421-7922
Highlands NC

lomalindafarm@gmail.com
www.lomalindafarm.com NC License #10978

JUST TALK TO ME 
I am 74. I am Pain-Free. 

Are You? CBD� HEALS 
�-������

VIVA WELLNESS 
526-1566
FAR INFRARED 8AUNA�eAPSULE 
HYDRO MASSAGE 8PA�C,APSULE 
WHOLE BODY 

VIBRATION 
5 Cottage Row • U.S. 64 East 

110 mins./ $25

• Interior & Exterior Painting
• Pressure Washing

• House Maintenance
• Drywall Repair

• Deck Repair
Quality Work • Fully Insured

Lupe Gonzales
avpintura@gmail.com

828-332-1539 or 678-873-2927

• Grading
• Excavating
• Driveways
• Build sites

• Hauling
• Septic Systems 

Edwin Wilson
Cell (828) 421-3643 

Office/fax (828) 526-4758
wilsongrading@yahoo.com 

Mendoza 
Tree Expert
Quality Tree Care 

& Removal •16+ years

828-200-9217
Fully Insured 

estimates@mendozatree.com
www.mendozatree.com

FIREWOOD FOR SALE

We accept al l  credit cards

Bill Barber 
Homes

billbarber22@gmail.com
billbarberhomes.com

(828)
226-9696

We have a special knack for 
keeping your taxes on track

Brophy & Associates
Consulting, LLC

Robbin Brophy
Enrolled Agent
(828) 558-4300

• Tax return preparation for small 
 businesses and individuals
• QuickBooks training and 
 bookkeeping services
• IRS/State representation

367 Dellwood Rd., Bldg. E, Ste. 3
Waynesville, NC 28786

(828) 558-4300 office • (833) 234-4881 fax
brophytax.com

robbin@brophytax.com

We’ve Moved!

(828) 482-9374
(772) 532-0706

The Highlands Barbershop 
is now located in a new, 

expanded space 
on Oak Street 

across from the 
K-H Park Plaza.

Open Mon.-Sat.
10a to 5p

Cirino J. Bosco, owner



chestnut storage

Look for our sign!
10890 Buck Creek Rd. - 1/2 mile off Cashiers Rd near the hospital 

Storage Units Available
Secure 24 Hour Access

Easy In - Easy Out
Great Rates - Great Terms

Call today to find out why we’re
“Highland’s Premier Facility”

828-482-1045

Ryan M. Bears
Broker

Pat Allen, Broker in Charge

Cell: 803-271-5426
Office: 828-526-8784

Ryan@patallenrealtygroup.com

MORALESPAINTINGANDSERVICES@GMAIL.COM

706.982.9768
828-226.5347

INTERIOR/EXTERIOR PAINTING • LAWN MAINTENANCE
HOUSE MAINTENANCE • QUALITY WORK

FULLY INSURED

Highlands Automotive

2851 Cashiers Road • highlandsautomotive.com
828-787-2360

NC
Inspection

Station

Service
&

Repair

• Residential or  
Commercial 

• Over 40 Years  
Experience 

• Fast and Dependable
• FREE Estimates

• FREE Pick-up and 
Delivery

American 
Upholstery 

Same Phone Numbers:
(864) 638-9661 cell: (864) 710-9106

WE HAVE MOVED TO

Sample Books Available

Billingsley 
Turf Management 
and Landscaping 

For all of your 
turf and landscaping projects, 

Call 828-526-2258

105 Ashley Drive • Walhalla, SC 29691
(Same Owners: Morris & Rachel Bible)
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Looking for a church home? 
Wayfarers Unity Chapel is a non denominational, 
inclusive church located at 182 Wayfarer Lane, off 

Highway 246 in Dillard, GA, just 1.7 miles from 
Highway 441 

Social time begins at 9:30 and services 
begin at 10 a.m. on Sundays

Visit our website www.wayfarersunity.org 
for more information, or call 706-746-3303

District Attorney Ashley Hornsby Welch’s office se-
cured the conviction today of  an Otto man who played 
a key role in a large-scale methamphetamine operation to 
ferry drugs from Atlanta, Georgia into Macon County.

Kenneth Wayne Underwood, 51, pleaded guilty to traf-
ficking in methamphetamine. He was sentenced as part of  a 
negotiated plea agreement.

Underwood will serve at least 225 months and up to 
282 months in prison. He received credit for time served, 
369 days of  pretrial confinement. 

Macon County Superior Court Judge Bill Coward also 
ordered Underwood to pay court costs and a $250,000 fine.

“The defendant attempted to build a methamphet-
amine pipeline into Western North Carolina,” Welch said. 
“Thanks to great work by the Macon County Sheriff ’s Of-
fice and members of  my office, we were able to ensure Mr. 
Underwood, rather than profiting from dealing drugs, in-
stead spends a lengthy amount of  time in prison.”

Assistant District Attorney John Hindsman Jr. served 
as case prosecutor.

Two other Macon County residents, Nikki Wykle and 
Melissa Burch, were arrested by Macon County Sheriff ’s 
Office on April 10, 2019, as part of  a drug sting at Wykle’s 
house on Cat Creek Road. 

Deputies stopped a vehicle seen leaving the residence 
and arrested Underwood and Burch after seizing more than 
2 pounds of  methamphetamine. The drugs had an estimat-
ed street value of  at least $90,000. 

Wykle is charged with trafficking methamphetamine 
by possession, two counts of  conspiracy to traffic meth-
amphetamine, habitual felon indictment and maintaining a 
dwelling for controlled substances. She is being held under 
a $2.5 million secured bond. 

Burch pleaded guilty to selling/delivering metham-
phetamine and attempted trafficking. A judge sentenced her 
to probation; subsequent probation violations are sched-
uled to be heard in court June 1.

Macon County Meth 
traffickers convicted 

one another in our mutual love for God and experience His 
love for us through His body. By the way, Paul will actually 
say five times in the New Testament to “Greet one another 
with a holy kiss!” This was a symbol of  spiritual kinship 
shared on the cheek or forehead. 

Both viruses – Covid-19 and sin – can infect and 
hinder our relationships to God and others. They create 
problems in trying to Scripturally love others – a love that 
transcends ephemeral emotions. Scriptural love is hands-
on care and compassion as it relates to others. I long for 
the day when social distancing will be no longer, and we 
can engage together in the love that will cure the spiritual 
distancing around us. Until such time, we must be creative 
in sharing our love for God and others. To love others, we 
must creatively speak it and actually show it through ways 
to give and help. Live streaming, virtual reality, and Zoom 
may suffice for worship and Bible study for a time, but the 
hugs, handshakes and even the “holy kiss” are what’s real. 
Getting our hands dirty in helping others is what’s real. My 
prayer is that we won’t lose these human touches of  our 
faith as we await the answer to the coronavirus – hand-
shakes, hugs and helping hands. These remain the cure to 
spiritual distancing. 

... SPIRITUALLY from page 18
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•classifieDs•
FOR SALE 
E-Z UP 10X10 VENDOR TENT with 

sidewalls & weights. Excellent condition. $170. 
828-526-1031 (st, 1/30) 

FIREWOOD FOR SALE. Call or text 
Matt at 706-239-0880. (st. 9/26)

WANTED 
FULL HOUSE GALLERY in Highlands 

Plaza is now open and accepting CONSIGN-
MENT FURNITURE. Please call or text Susan 
at 828-526-6004. (st. 3/19)

COMIC BOOKS – Buy / Sell. Call Bob 
@ 302-530-1109 (6/4)

TO RENT: MATURE PROFES-
SIONAL WITH INDOOR CAT SEEKS 
REASONABLE 2BR HOME TO RENT. 
Solid references. Call or text 828-200-1611 
(st. 1/30)

WANTED TO BUY: US & Foreign 
COINS, free appraisals, call Dan at 828-421-
1616.(3/26) 

HARLEY DAVIDSON MOTOR-
CYCLE MEMORABILIA. Call Sandra La 
Jeunesse at 828-371-2214. 

HELP WANTED
PART-TIME MARKETING ADMIN-

ISTRATIVE AND PRINT PRODUC-
TION POSITION – 25 hours per week 
Marketing administrative and production as-
sistant needed to oversee invoice coding and 
tracking and bookkeeping; manage in-house 
print production and inventory of all mar-
keting collateral and external print ordering 
and vendor relationships; distribute collateral 
around Old Edwards properties and in town; 
lay out banquet menu cards for the special 
events department; and other administrative 
duties. Skill requirements include Excel profi-
ciency; Microsoft Word and Outlook, knowl-
edge of print production and print industry 
terminology, print-ready specs, paper types, 
color processes; experience in hands-on print 
production of materials such as brochures 

and newsletters, some experience in InDe-
sign. More extensive experience in layout and 
design a plus and could be considered for a 
full-time position. Must be a stickler for high 
quality and details, work extremely well as 
part of a close-knit team and bring a consis-
tently positive attitude, trustworthiness and 
integrity. References required. Apply online at 
www.oldedwardsinn.com 

ALLISON DIANE CLOTHING 
at the corner of Fourth and Main is looking 
for part time help..Please stop by or call at 
(828)526-5404 (st. 3/19)

JOIN OUR TEAM!! Nectar Juice Bar 
(located inside Whole Life Market) is now hir-
ing! Are you looking for a fun, healthy-minded 
individual looking for full-time, year-round 
work? Experience is not necessary, but kitch-
en or barista skills a plus. Competitive pay! 
Apply at Whole Life Market, 680 N. 4th St., 
Highlands. 

POSITIONS AVAILABLE AT 
CHESTNUT HILL ASSISTED LIVING 
– Med Techs and CNAs. Call 828-526-8400. 
(st. 2/13)

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH HIGH-
LANDS needs nursery help on Wednesday 
nights; 1-2 hours; $15 per hour; background 
check and interview required; must be at least 
16 years old. (st. 2/13)

RANDEVU now hiring full- & part-time 
waitstaff. Call 828-743-0190. (st. 2/27)

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES 
AVAILABLE AT HIGHLANDS SMOKE-
HOUSE. Hiring all positions. Commitment to 
excellence in food quality and guest service. We 
are proud of the products and service we pro-
vide, we create experiences not just sell food. 
Offering defined, sane schedules and healthy 
work environment allowing for a balanced life. 
Very cooperative pay. Food service experience 
preferred. Tobacco free workplace. Contact us 

at Smokehouserecruiting@gmail.com (st. 5/2)
SALES ASSOCIATE HIGH END 

RETAIL CLOTHING STORE IN HIGH-
LANDS AND CASHIERS, NC. Full time, 
part time and seasonal. Inquire to 828-200-0928. 
(st. 3/38) 

SERVICES 
HIGHLANDS-CASHIERS HANDY-

MAN: Repairs, remodeling, painting, pressure 
washing, minor plumbing and electric, decks and 
additions. Free Estimates. Insured. Call 828-200-
4071. (6/11))

HIGHLANDS HANDI-MAN – Can fix 
anything inside or out. Carpentry, Interior and 
exterior painting, pressure washing, lawn care, 
hauling. and will monitor house during winter. 
Free Estimates. References. Call Tony. 828-200-
5770 or 828-482-0159. (st. 3/26) 

GUTTER CLEANING, METAL 
ROOF & FABRICATON roof repairs, chim-
ney flashing, debris removal, pressure washing. 
Call 371-1103. (st. 6/27)

HIGH COUNTRY PHOTO/KEVIN 
VINSON: scanning photos, slides & negatives to 
CD or DVD for easier viewing. Video transfer to 
DVD. Everything done in house. Leave message 
at 828-526-5208. (st. 4/25) 

REAL ESTATE FOR SALE
5 LOTS. 3.22 ACRES. Borders NSFS. 

VIEWS. Well, septics, utilities, roads installed. 
PRIVATE. Multiple exit/entry. 2/2 residence. 
186,000 asking.828.482.2050. 

38.92 ACRES IN GATED COM-
MUNITY IN HIGHLANDS. Small private 
development with paved streets, community 
water, community lake and pavilion, underground 
power and street lights. Gentle building sites 
with mountain views and streams at over 4,100’ 
in elevation. Borders USFS. Offered for $599,000 
and MLS #88028. Call Cathy Garren at Highlands 
Sotheby’s International Realty at 828-226-5870. 
(1/2/2020)

ATTENTION BUSINESSOWN-
ERS: Looking for employee housing? We’ve 
got several options! Close to town and afford-
able! Call Christal at White Oak Realty Group. 
828-200-9699. (st. 9/19)

SIX ACRES ON BUCK CREEK 
ROAD behind Highlands-Cashiers Hospital. 
Sign on property. 843-460-8015. (st. 5/30) 

2/2 CLAYTON HOME IN LOW-
ER CLEAR CREEK. 1+acre,Private. 
View.118,000.706.782.9728 (st. 9/5) 

1.21 ACRES FOR SALE BY OWN-
ER - OTTO, NC - $28,000. Lot 12 Quail 
Haven Road. Otto, NC. Price not firm ... open 
for negotiation. Please email if interested to 
ddmarsh15@aol.com or call/text to 239-980-
0531. Please leave a message. (st. 7/20) 

RESIDENTIAL RENTALS
2 HOMES – Beautiful log home 3 

bedrooms, 3 baths. Lovely golf course home 3 
bedrooms, 2 baths. Both fully furnished homes 
short/long term rentals. Franklin. 828-342-3135 
(st. 4/9)

HOME FOR RENT IN MIRROR 
LAKE AREA. 2 BR/2 BA furnished. Screened 
porch & open deck. Small pets okay. No smok-
ing. Long-term preferred. $1,700 per month. 
404-630-8398. (3/19) 

SPACIOUS POST AND BEAM 
HOME WITH 4-bedroom, 3-1/2 bath home. 
Soaring 30’ ceiling in open floor-plan of the 
kitchen/living/dining room. All other rooms 
offer 10’ ceilings. Spacious master suite. Moun-
tain views with creeks and large deck. Less 
than 15-minutes from Main Street. This is a 
non-smoking property. Call 828.421.1823 to 
view the property. Yearly lease@ $3200 per 
month. (st. 1/30)

LUXURY APARTMENT IN TOWN. 
Walk to Main Street. 1BR 1BA. $3,500 per 
month. 3 month minimum. Sorry, no pets, no 
smoking. Adults only. 828-421-1709. (st. 5/10)

~ Home Decor 
~ Gifts 

~ Jewelry
468 Carolina Way 

Highlands
(Between N. 4th & N. 5th)

828-526-3909

Yard Art Open 
for outside pickup & delivery

COREY JAMES GALLERY
& Estate Consignments

(828) 526-4818
On the corner of 3rd & Spring 526-5999

Located at 680 N. 4th. St., Highlands

Carrying a wide variety of  
natural products for your  

Mind, Body & Home.
Open Mon.-Sat. 9a to 5:30p

Organic Fresh Juices & Smoothies  
and Salads “On the Go!”
Open Mon.-Sat. 9a to 5p

... MAYOR continued 
from page 2
be in effect while construction of  the new 
facility was underway. They were to expire 
in March. 

Also, the board will review and ap-
prove the Comprehensive Water Master 
Plan and Assessment Management Plan. 
The town received a grant to hire consul-
tants to do a comprehensive study of  our 
water system. In order to received grant re-
imbursement for the study, the board will 
have to review and approve this report. 
This study and report will serve as a guide 
for future improvements to the system over 
the next several decades.

Hope everyone can “tune in” to to-
night’s meeting. 



Main Street Inn & Bistro 
828-526-2590 • mainstreet-inn.com

“Ace is the Place.”

At Main & 3rd streets
Highlands 526-2157

Hardware
Reeves

3

www.highlandsiscalling.com
828-526-3717 

11

Country Club Properties
“Your local hometown 

Real Estate professionals.”
3 Offices 828-526-2520

www.CCPHighlandsNC.com

2 “Highlands is calling  
and I must go.”

6

Suzanne McDavid
Broker

cell: (678) 276-6133 • Off: (828) 526-8300

401 N 5th St., Highlands

SILVER EAGLE 

349 Main Street, Highlands, NC
828.526.5190 silvereaglegallery.com

Native American Jewelry
  Crystal & Gem Gallery

33

33

11
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2

2 1
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6
78

13

4
13

9

Mitzi Rauers, Broker 
404-218-9123 

mitzi@meadowsmtnrealty.com
meadowsmountainrealty.com

13

K-H Park

Martin-Lipscomb 
Performing Arts Center 

(PAC)

Top 12% 
of 

Brokers 
in 2019

Sotheby’s
is the top

firm in
Highlands 
since 2013 

Andrea Gabbard

c 828.200.6742

o 828.526.8300
AndreaGabbard@gmail.com
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“Local Expertise. Global Connections.”
114 N. 4th Street • Highlands, NC

sheryl.wilson@sothebysrealty.com • highlandssir.com
office: 828.526.8300 • cell: 828.337.0706

Sheryl Wilson

Available
email 

highlandseditor@aol.com



C L I F  G O T T W A L S
B R O K E R

CELL: 303-887-7479
CLIF@LANDMARKRG.COM

HIGHLANDS  OFFICE
225  MAIN STREET ·  828 -526 -4663

cashmere
Scotland’s Best Knitwear

McCULLEY’S

242 S. 4th St. & Pop up 
on Main Street

Open 7 days a week
526-4407

828-526-2338

30  ...on the Verandah 
Restaurant

on Lake Sequoyah

www.ontheverandah.com

Open Year-Round • 6 days a week
343-D Main Street. • 526-4035
Closed Wednesday & Sunday night

TAKE
OUT/

Curbside
Pickup
11 a.m. 

until

8

9

Jody Lovell • 828.226.6303

www.wildthymegourmet.com

Pat Allen 
Broker-in-charge

Cell: 828-200-9179 
pat@patallenrealtygroup.com 

Office: 828-526-8784
295 Dillard Road

Highlands, NC 28741

 5 Not the Biggest ... Just the Best!
www.patallenrealtygroup.com 

BROKERS:

DAV ID 
BOCK 
BUILDERS 

www.BockBuilders.com 828-526-2240 

Top Producers for 15 Years

Open for 
Curbside pickup & 

limited delivery
Fri. and Sat.

4-8p

6

Reservations: 526-4906

Kurt Barbee
828-545-7272
Ryan Bears

803-271-5426
Darlene Conley 

404-427-2448 
Christy Harris
404-229-8737 

Rick Harrison
404-906-5113 

Sam McPherson
678-378-5413

John Morris 
770-401-3386 
Julie Osborn
828-200-6165
Cy Timmons 
828-200-9762

Steve Sheppard
404-219-1349
Sheila Welch
828-342-0695

• #1 Broker Highlands/
Cashiers MLS 2001-2019

• #1 Broker North Carolina 
2016/2017

• Top 2 Broker North Carolina 
2018 per Real Trends

Thank you for an incredible 
season! Opening April 16! 

Investing in Life – On a Whole New Level

Susie deVille
Broker Associate

828-371-2079

Pat Gleeson
Owner, BIC

828-782-0472

Bee Gleeson 
Broker Associate

404-307-1415

Chris Duffy 
Provisional Broker

828-526-6763

125 South 4th Street, Highlands • (828) 526-8118 
www.WhiteOakRG.com

Christal Green 
Broker Assoc./Office Admin.

828-200-9699

Tom Bean
Broker Associate

828-526-6383

474 Main Street
828.526.3807 | wolfgangs.net

Stay well and be 
safe!

We look forward to 
seeing you soon!


