
FREE Every Thursday
Real-Time News, Weather & WebCams: HighlandsInfo.com Thursday, April 30 , 2020Volume 17, Number 18

The
 SUMMER HOUSE

Open 
Monday – Saturday 

9a-5p

‘Home Furnishing Center’
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By Nancy Lindell
Mission Health

Within the next several days 
Mission Health plans to begin 
phasing back in certain services 
and procedures that were tem-
porarily suspended due to CO-
VID-19.

To date, Mission Health has 
not seen the surge of  COVID-19 
patients initially anticipated when 
the pandemic first began to 
spread across the country.  There 
have been just over 20 inpatients 
with COVID-19 throughout the 
entire health system as of  late 
April. 

“Thankfully the sacrifices 
we have all made to flatten the 
curve have helped to slow the 
spread of  the virus.  This gives 

Mission 
to phase 

in care for 
non-covid 
patients

By Brittney Lofthouse
Though neighboring states 

are scaling back stay-at-home 
provisions beginning this week, 
North Carolina Governor Roy 

Cooper is taking a more conser-
vative approach. Last Thursday, 
Governor Cooper announced that 
the state’s current order, which was 
scheduled to end on April 28, will 

be extended until May 8, at which 
time the state will begin a three-
phase process to re-opening after 
COVID-19. 

Details of Gov. Cooper’s 3-phase plan
Mayor Taylor following Governor’s lead; to discuss options Friday AM

Highlands School Class of 2020 says ‘Hello’

The 32-member Class of 2020 at Dry Falls. See the first installment of “Senior Spotlight” on page 10.

By Brittney Lofthouse &
Kim Lewicki

Late last week, the day after 
announcing the 3-phase plan to 

reopen North Carolina, Governor 
Roy Cooper announced that pub-
lic schools in the state will remain 
closed for the rest of  the school 

year, if  not longer. Gov. Cooper 
extended his order that had previ-
ously kept schools closed through 

What ‘no school’ means for students  

By Brian O’Shea 
Plateau Daily News

Residents at Eckerd Liv-
ing Center had the chance to see 
family members in-person for the 
first time in almost two months 
on Tuesday when over 40 cars 
paraded through the parking lot 
on Highlands-Cashiers Hospital’s 
campus. 

In the current climate of  
stay-at-home orders and social-
distancing to slow the spread of  
coronavirus, visitation is not al-

Drive-by 
parade lifts 

spirits of 
Eckerd LC 
residents

Police traffic checkpoints 
have died down but 

initiative is still in place; 
HPD not sharing strategy. 

See story on page 19.



•Mayor on Duty•
• The PlaTeau’s PosiTion •

•Hic’s View•

Highlands Newspaper
www.highlandsinfo.com 
Phone: (828) 200-1371 

Email: 
highlandseditor@aol.com

HighlandsEditor@aol.com 
Publisher/Editor: Kim Lewicki 
Reporters: Brittney Lofthouse 

Brian O’Shea
Digital Media/Circulation - Jim Lewicki 

Locally owned and operated by 
Kim & Jim Lewicki 

Adobe PDF version at 
www.HighlandsInfo.com

265 Oak St.; P.O. Box 2703, 
Highlands, N.C., 28•741 

Al l  R ights  Reser ved . No ar t ic les ,  
photos, illustrations, advertisements or 
design elements may be used without per-
mission from the publisher
. 

Letter Policy:
We reserve the right to reject or edit 
letters-to-the-editor. No anonymous letters 
will be accepted. Views expressed are not 
necessarily those of Highlands Newspaper. 

Page 2 - Highlands Newspaper - Thurs., April 30, 2020 - 828-200-1371

Highlands Mayor
Patrick Taylor

•weatHer•

For Real-time Weather and the Extended Forecast, 
go to www.highlandsinfo.com and click on Weather

New & Re-Roofing Applications Including:
Asphalt • Cedar • Metal • Synthetic Materials.

Showroom: 1511 Highlands Rd. • Franklin • O: 828-524-7773 
info@highlandernc.com • www.highlandernc.com

To open or not to open 
the town, that is the 
question. Should we 

continue strict COVID-19 
measures, or relax them in an 
effort to return to some kind of  
normalcy? I know these ques-
tions are on the minds of  many, 
including the Town Board and 
myself.

I receive feedback from 
both perspectives. On Monday 
morning I took a call from a 
resident who stated she would not listen 
to any more of  my negative radio pro-
grams that tell part-time residents not to 
come to Highlands. This person vented 
that I was hurting the foundation of  the 
economy of  the town, and that businesses 
had to open as soon as possible.

On the other hand, I have residents 
supporting the strong position that the 
board has taken in adopting state of  emer-
gency measures that curtail the spread of  
the corona virus. These residents are very 
concerned about an outbreak of  the coro-

navirus in Highlands.
We’re in a precarious situ-

ation. The actions of  the town, 
whatever they may be, will not sit 
well with everyone. I realize any 
policy decision will cause pain 
and concern for some, while be-
ing assuring for others. The only 
thing the board and I can do is 
strive to make responsible deci-
sions that hopefully will be for 
the best outcome for the town 
and our residents. 

I’ve called a special meeting of  the 
Town Board for this Friday at 8:30 a.m. I 
want the board to review our current state 
of  emergency, especially in the context of  
the governor’s plan to reopen the state. 
The board should consider what can be 
done safely to reopen the town and the 
economy. Regardless of  any changes in the 
town’s state of  emergency, the governor’s 
declarations and reopening plan will have 
to be followed. 

The same resident who called me 
about my negative radio broadcasts also let 
me know I was demonstrating poor man-
agement skills by not calling the governor 
to ask for exceptions for communities like 
Highlands from his state order. The ra-
tionale was we do not have the outbreaks 
like in Raleigh and other large cities, so we 
should not have to follow the same restric-
tions.

I do think there are some areas where 
we may adjust town state of  emergency to 
facilitate opening the economy. Changes 
must be made carefully and must follow 
the governor’s reopening plan. Phase 1 
could begin around May 9 with the limited 
opening of  retail stores. Phase 2 would be-
gin about the first of  June with the open-
ing of  restaurant dining on a limited capac-
ity basis. Phase 3 would begin sometime in 
early July with more normal operations in-
cluding removing the restrictions on large 
gatherings.

There are difficult decisions ahead. 
How do we reopen and avoid the loss of  a 
number of  businesses? On the other hand, 
how do we protect our residents, especially 
the elderly, during this pandemic?

I believe COVID-19 will be with us 
for some time. The difficult decisions will 
continue to be with us also.
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Dealing with COVID-19 is front and center
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 For inspiration and updates 
follow us on Facebook 
and Instagram or visit 
OldEdwardsInn.com.

Improve your physical, mental 
and emotional health while 

still maintaining safe physical 
distancing. Help yourself to 
our 2020 online Adventures 
and Excursions brochure for 

some local options to connect 
with nature.

View your 
Online Guide at
OldEdwardsInn.com/
experience

Adventures 
& Excursions 

Western North Carolina’s

Fun and Scenic Highlands Plateau

Courtesy of Old Edwards Inn and Spa

Venture into Nature

Check on current trail and park 
closures before venturing out. 
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Enjoy our 
3 courses for $30 

specials!

Serving Lunch and Dinner Year-Round.
Gourmet Foods, Full Service Bar
Town Square at 343-D Main St. • Highlands

828-526-4035

Closed until it’s 
safe to open.
Hope to see 
you soon!

•HigHlanDs area Dining Directory•

828-526-2338

...on the Verandah 
Restaurant

on Lake Sequoyah
www.ontheverandah.com

US 64 west • Highlands
Open 4p-8p
Fri. and Sat.

Curbside 
pickup & 

limited delivery 
available!

595 Franklin Road, Highlands, NC 
828.526.3554

www.highlandssmokehouse.com
Follow Us on Facebook & Instagram

Peace from the Pit ®

Real pit BBQ!

OPEN
Thurs., Fri., Sat.: 11-8 • Sun., 11-7

Take-Out, Curb-side Delivery and
ChowNow Online Ordering Available!

Stay Well 
and be safe 

474 Main street 
828.526.3807 
wolf gangs.net 

We look forward 
to seeing you 

soon!

Please call for 
updated 

re-opening hours

Tues. - Sat.
Dinner starts at

5:30 p.m.

Take-out, curb-
side delivery and 

home delivery 

Call for Take-Out
828-526-5777
See menu at:

www.LogCabinHighlands.com

The Log Cabin
Fresh Seafood, Steaks, & Comfortable Italian

130 Log Cabin Lane
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� MOUNTAIN FRESH GROCERY 

Dinners-To-Go 
TWO SERVINGS 

MON LOW COUNTRY LOBSTER/SHRIMP BOIL, 

TUE 

WED 

THU 

FRI 

TWO LOBSTER TAILS, LARGE SHRIMP, RED 
BLISS POTATOES, SUMMER CORN, 

HOUSE-MADE SAUSAGE, ALL STEEPED IN 
OUR PROPRIETARY SEASONING. SERVED 
WITH DRAWN BUTTER AND COCKTAIL 

SAUCE. 
GRILLED TUSCAN CHICKEN BREASTS WITH 

SUNDRIED TOMATOES, GARLIC BASIL, 
WHITE WINE BUTTER SAUCE, CAPERS, 

AND GOAT CHEESE. SERVED WITH 
ROASTED FINGERLING POTATOES AND 

SEASONAL ROASTED VEGETABLES. 

PRIME RIB COOKED MEDIUM RARE WITH 
RED WINE AU JUS, TWO BAKED 

POTATOES, AND A FRESH CAESAR SALAD 
FOR TWO. 

BABY BACK RIBS 
COOKED FALL-OFF-THE-BONE-TENDER 
SERVED WITH HOUSE MADE BACON/ 

APPLE BAKED BEANS, AND 
HOUSE-MADE COLESLAW 

SHRIMP: FRIED OR STEAMED 
LARGE SHRIMP - YOUR CHOICE OF 

LIGHTLY-BREADED IN OUR SEASONED 
CORN FLOUR MIXTURE, SERVED WITH 

HUSHPUPPIES; OR STEAMED-TO-ORDER 
IN OUR LOW COUNTRY SEASONING. SIDES 

INCLUDE BAKED POTATOES AND 
COLESLAW. 

Pick-up times between 
4:30PM - 7:30PM ... WHILE THEY LAST 

42 

32 

40 

30 

35 

CORNER OF FIFTH & MAIN, HIGHLANDS NC • 828.526.2400 
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Check out the menu at
www.randevunc.com

Call
828-743-0190

LUNCH TO-GO MENU
Available 

Monday–Friday
10a to 2p

Lunch Daily w/1 side
$10

Atkins Salad
Roasted Turkey Cobb Salad

Fried Chicken Salad 
Chicken Tender Platter

Southern Fried Chicken Sandwich
Bounty Hunter

Rueben
Hot Turkey Club

Cranberry Chicken Salad Wrap
All American Burger
Wicked Fish Wrap

Thank you for supporting us!

SPECIAL 
Friday ONLY – $14 
 Black Angus Prime Rib with au 

jus,  mashed potatoes, fresh 
green beans, home-made biscuit

...PLAN continued from page 1
So the end is in sight.
“The health and safety of  people in North Carolina 

must be our top priority,” Cooper said. “This plan provides 
a roadmap for us to begin easing restrictions in stages to 
push our economy forward.”

With mounting criticism from businesses across the 
state who want to reopen and salvage what is left of  their 
profits, Governor Cooper said that a cautious approach, 
formulated by science, is the best way to ensure the safety 
of  North Carolinians during this unprecedented pandemic. 

“North Carolina cannot stay at home indefinitely,” said 
Governor Cooper. “We have to get more people back to 
work. Right now, the decision to stay at home is based on 
the public health data and White House guidance. North 
Carolina needs more time to slow the spread of  this virus 

before we can safely begin lifting restrictions. I know that 
this pandemic has made life difficult for many people in our 
state and I am focused on keeping our communities safe 
while planning to slowly lift restrictions to help cushion the 
blow to our economy.”

Gov. Cooper and other state leaders reiterated that the 
decisions to slowly reopen the state was not made hastily, 
instead was carefully considered with medical and health 
experts. 

“Data has driven our decisions, starting with the ag-
gressive measures Governor Cooper took early on to slow 
the spread of  COVID-19. Those actions combined with 
North Carolinians’ resolve to stay home to protect their 
loved ones have put our state on the right path. If  we stick 
to these efforts right now we will continue to see a slowing 
of  virus spread and we can slowly begin easing restrictions,” 
said Secretary Dr. Mandy Cohen.

By extending the current order a week, Gov. Cooper 
said it gives the state time to increase the state’s testing ca-
pacity, which is vital in being able to get the clearest picture 
of  the virus in the state. 

Currently, North Carolina is testing approximately 
2,500 to 3,000 people per day and is working to increase 
to at least 5,000 to 7,000 per day. Currently, North Carolina 
has approximately 250 people doing contact tracing across 
its local health departments and is working to double this 
workforce to 500. 

 The stay-at-home extension will also give the state ad-
ditional time to ensure adequate Personal Protective Equip-
ment. The state is working to ensure there are adequate 
supplies to fulfill requests for critical PPE for at least 30 
days. This includes face shields, gloves, gowns, N95 masks, 
and surgical and procedural masks. Currently the state has 
less than 30 days supply of  gowns and N95 masks. Avail-
ability of  PPE is calculated based on the average number 
of  requests for the last 14 days compared to the supply that 
the state has on hand.

Beginning May 8, if  data suggests the virus continues 
to level off  in North Carolina, the state will enter into the 
three-phase reopening plan: 

In Phase 1:
• Modify the Stay-at-Home order to allow travel not 

currently defined as essential, allowing people to leave 
home for commercial activity at any business that is allowed 
to be open, such as clothing stores, sporting goods stores, 
book shops, houseware stores and other retailers. 

• Ensure that any open stores implement appropri-
ate employee and consumer social distancing, enhanced 
hygiene and cleaning protocols, symptom screening of  
employees, accommodations for vulnerable workers, and 
provide education to employees and workers to combat 
misinformation 

• To limit gatherings to no more than 10 people, in-
stead of  five;

• Reopen parks that have been closed subject to the 
same gathering limitation. Outdoor exercise will continue 
to be encouraged; 

• Continue to recommend face coverings in public 
spaces when 6-foot distancing isn’t possible;

• Encourage employers to continue teleworking poli-
cies;

• Continue rigorous restrictions on nursing homes and 
other congregant care settings; 
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•worD Matter•

Bud Katz

 Center for Plastic Surgery
Call 828-526-3783 & leave order

or PlSurgToday@AOL.com
PlasticSurgeryToday.com

Need Information 
on Your Skin Care?

Leave Message at 526-3783 or 
lynne@PlasticSurgeryToday.com

Where are you, right 
now? What are you 
thinking about?

Things are changing ev-
ery nanosecond. It seems we’re 
watching the world rotate on 
its axis. Benjamin Disraeli told 
us that numbers can lie as elo-
quently as words. “There are 
three kinds of  lies,” he said, 
“lies, damned lies, and statis-
tics.” Yet, eyes glued to screens, 
we watch the numbers. So many 
new cases. So many more deaths. 
When will this end?

A Pause for Reflection
Why are some 

intelligent Ameri-
cans still rejecting 
the unfolding real-
ity, both here and 
around the world? 
There are, in fact, 
two realities; the 
public health real-
ity and the eco-
nomic reality. I un-
derstand that there 
are people who are 
out of  work and people who are 
watching their businesses shrink 

and even disappear. 
Honestly, I feel for 
them. But, shouldn’t 
our health be our 
primary concern? 
What good is any 
business without 
healthy employees 
and customers?  

No matter who 
we choose to trust, 
don’t we owe it to 
ourselves to listen to 

them and their best advisors be-
fore risking our health and lives? 
And, when the shouldn’t we seek 
other, impartial information from 
a source we trust? I trust Johns 
Hopkins University’s center-
forhealthsecurity@jhu.edu. 

I’m an introvert, so staying 
home, helping arrange for our es-
sentials, investing time in positive 
thought and activities, considering 
a future that may or may not await 
us, hasn’t yet driven me over the 
edge. Not yet, at least. 

I’m a realist, and therefore 
am way more interested in the 
math and science than in the poli-
tics, the media’s ‘what if ’s’, and 
the rampant conspiracy theories. 
Consequently, my energy remains 
aimed at doing my part to stop the 
spread of  the virus.

I’m a human being, so my 
thoughts, prayers, and attention, 
are focused on doing what I can 
to save lives, yours, mine, ours. 

I’m considered vulnerable 
– really, we all are – so I want to 
understand what I can and can’t, 
should and shouldn’t do. When 
there’s some kind of  ‘all clear’ 
sounded, we will resume what we 
were doing before our lives were 
interrupted.

The issue, to me, is what kind 
of  future will we find when all is 
said and done, and the words, 
coronavirus, and Covid-19, are 
hopefully relegated to medical 
and scientific history. 

We’re going to reflect on why 
and how this attack happened. 
We’re going to consider how we 
can immunize ourselves against 
anything similar ever again up-
setting our lives to the extent we 
are currently witnessing and ex-
periencing. We’re likely, if  we’ve 
learned anything at all, going to 
reconsider how we think about 
food and crowded spaces, about, 
as a society, where and from 
whom we will obtain our pharma-
ceuticals and critical equipment, 
even our toilet paper. I hope we’re 
going to rethink how we manage 
healthcare in America, for all of  
us, and how we can best take care 
of  our brothers and sisters on the 
margins.

For those of  us capable of  
critical thought, we must ask our-
selves to consider who and what 

we choose to believe, and why. 
I’m not talking about faith, or 
God, or anything so fundamen-
tal to our human nature. I’m 
talking about the secular aspects 
of  our belief  system. When we 
encounter something as indis-
criminately evil and deadly as a 
virus borne of  human interac-
tion with animals, we really must 
ask ourselves who we are going 
to trust to inform us, to lead us, 
and to protect us. 

I’ve always believed in, 
and have passed along to my 
children and grandchildren, the 
notion of  paying attention to 
what’s really important, to focus 
on things that matter. It’s not al-
ways easy to put aside trivialities 
because, frankly, what’s trivial to 
one person may be really impor-
tant to another. Many of  us get 
caught up in nonsense instead 
of  focusing on those things 
that touch us most deeply. This 
episode, hopefully, will encour-
age us to keep our eyes on im-
portant matters, and not on the 
fleeting distractions or petty an-
noyances of  day-to-day life. 

I, for one, tend to look for-
ward. I don’t spend time moan-
ing about how this or that has 
upended my life. I don’t look 
for someone to blame. Instead, 
even while in the midst of  it, I’m 
imagining what’s next, and hop-
ing we can paint our own future 
for ourselves. 

It may not be ‘morning 
in America’ right now, but it is 
Spring – a time for renewal, for 
Nature’s beauty, and, yes, for 
hope. 

That’s where I am right 
now. That’s how I’m thinking. 
Where are you? 

If you are opening May 8, 
let people know what your restrictions are...if 

any ... as well as your hours of operation.
We can help you get the word out.

Email highlandseditor@aol.com for details.
or call 200-1371Dry Sink • Main St. • Highlands NC
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...PLAN continued from page 5

Gratitude.

To the doctors, the nurses, the respiratory 
therapists, the environmental services 

workers – to every person working to keep 
us safe, thank you.

At Mission, we are proud to say we provide 
the best care with the most care, but in 

this time of crisis we are also seeing your 
selflessness, your bravery, your heroism. 

For your courage and compassion,  
your dedication, your resilience,  

we will be forever grateful. 

CS0163_Gratitude_Ad_Highlands_5x11_25.indd   1 4/15/20   9:46 AM

Give us a call us at 
The Book Nook / The Toy Store 

on Main and we can make 
arrangements to get you some 

new reading material!
828-526-9415.

Latest releases are 
now available!

• Local emergency orders with more 
restrictive measures may remain in place. 

Phase 2
To begin, at least 2-3 weeks after 

Phase 1 which began May 8. (May 22 or 
May 29)

• Lift Stay-at-Home order with strong 
encouragement for vulnerable populations 
to continue staying at home to stay safe

• Allow limited opening of  restau-
rants, bars, fitness centers, personal care 
services, and other businesses that can fol-
low safety protocols including the potential 
need to reduce capacity;

• Allow gathering at places such as 
houses of  worship and entertainment ven-
ues at reduced capacity;

• Increase the number of  people al-
lowed at gatherings

• Open public playgrounds;

• Continue rigorous restrictions on 
nursing homes and other congregant care 
settings.

Phase 3
To begin at least 4-6 weeks after Phase 

2. (June 19 or June 26 or July 3 or July 10)
• Lessen restrictions for vulnerable 

populations with encouragement to contin-
ue practicing physical distancing and mini-
mizing exposure to settings where distanc-
ing isn’t possible;

• Allow increased capacity at restau-
rants, bars, other businesses, houses of  wor-
ships, and entertainment venues;

• Further increase the number of  peo-
ple allowed at gatherings;

• Continue rigorous restrictions on 
nursing homes and other congregant care 
settings. 

COVID-19 Antibody Tests Are Coming: 
Up until now, almost all COVID-19 

testing completed and reported have been 
antigen tests. These tests look for the pres-
ence of  the actual antigen SARS-CoV-2 
(aka COVID-19). If  these antigens are 
found it indicates the virus is present and 
is likely capable of  infecting and causing ill-
ness. Therefore, testing for the actual virus 
has been an indication of  an acute infec-
tion. We know much more about these 
tests and their meaning than we do about 
the coming antibody testing.

What is an Antibody and Antibody 
Testing?

Antibody testing looks at the body’s 
immune response to the virus, rather than 
antigen focused testing as mentioned 
above. Antigens are molecules recognized 
as foreign to our bodies. The immune sys-
tem responds by making antibodies to at-
tach to these foreign antigens. From there, 
antibodies block or kill the antigen in an 
attempt to prevent infection and illness.
The Concern with Antibody Testing?

Although antibodies are helpful to 
fight off  infection, they are not always able 
to differentiate between the portions of  
the antigen that cause illness and the por-
tions that do not. This is a concern when 
it comes to antibody testing because it is 
not specific enough to identify if  these 
antibodies were created against the por-
tion of  the antigen specifically responsible 
for infection with the virus and if  they are 
unique to COVID-19 or related to another 
strain of  Coronavirus, like SARS or MERS.

Ultimately, the new antibody testing, 
will be beneficial to our understanding 
of  the immune response to COVID- 19; 
however, it is not specific enough to de-
termine whether short-term or long-term 

immunity is provided from the antibodies. 
Antibody testing can only show the presence 
of  antibodies that have been created in re-
sponse to the COVID-19 antigen, but it can-
not determine if  the antibodies were created 
from the infectious portion, thus testing is 
not able to determine the level of  immunity 
provided.



Page 8 - Highlands Newspaper - Thurs., April 30, 2020 - 828-200-1371

•inVesting at 4,118 ft.•

• View of Mirror Lake
• 3,200 sq. ft.

• Beautifully Furnished
• 1.2 miles from Town

30 seconds from ...on the Verandah Restaurant
• 3 bedrooms, 3 1/2 baths, 2 kitchens, 2 family 

rooms, 2 wood-burning stone fireplaces
• Vaulted ceilings

Contact Nina at 828-482-2480

ANNUAL RESIDENTIAL RENTAL
$3,000 per month (Negotiable Based on Length of Lease or Furniture)

Let’s Rebound!
“…the only thing we have to fear is fear 

itself  - nameless, unreasoning, unjustified terror 
which paralyzes needed efforts to convert retreat 
into advance”         – (Franklin D. Roos-
evelt, 1933).

About six weeks ago, I penned a 
column in this space called “We’re 
All in This Together,” which is still 

very true.  I applaud my fellow Real Estate 
Brokers who’ve written you since then, all 
of  them about Covid-19.  Their wise words 
have ranged from health concerns, market 
advice, humor, and the so-called “new nor-
mal” process of  Buying and Selling proper-
ty here on the Highlands-Cashiers Plateau.   

FDR’s words are as true today and 
they were back then and certainly pertain to 
our current situation.  All of  us are ready to 
get back at it and “to advance” as Roosevelt 
said.  With that in mind, all of  us respect 
the seriousness of  the pandemic and as Dr. 
Fauci says “we don’t make the timeline, the 
virus makes the timeline.”  As the num-
bers state-wide, county-wide, and certainly 

Pat Gleeson
Owner, BIC 

White Oak RG
828-782-0472

in Highlands and Cashiers begin 
to turn in our favor, we believe 
that it’s time to think “Rebound,” 
and to get the show back on the 
road. As of  today, there have been 
two confirmed cases in Macon 
County, and five confirmed cases 
in Jackson County. North Caro-
lina Governor Roy Cooper’s Ex-
ecutive Order has us in shutdown 
mode through May 8th. 

We cannot ignore the real-
ity or sugar-coat the impact on 
the housing market as a result 
of  the shutdown.  Nationally, the number 
of  homes for sale have declined by 16% 
(Danielle Hale, Chief  Economist, Realtor.
com) and weekly mortgage applications 
have dropped 18% despite interest rates in 
the mid 3% range (Curbed.com).  But what 
about the Highlands-Cashiers market?  Let’s 
check the MLS metrics.

In the period since the shutdown and 
the National Emergency was declared 
(March 13th – April 26th), New Listings 

across the entire MLS are down 
49%, Properties in Due Diligence 
are down 29%, and Closings are 
down 22% versus the same date 
range last year.  

Contrast these figures with 
where the Highlands-Cashiers 
market was pacing prior to the 
shutdown, because Q1 2020 was 
booming!  Between January 1st-
March 13th, 2020, New Listings 
were up by 20%, Properties in 
Due Diligence were up by 48%, 
and Closings were up 50% from 

a year ago.  And then came Friday the 13th 
of  March, “a day that will live in infamy” to 
borrow another FDR quote.  

Please give your Broker a hug the next 
time you see them (if  hugging is allowed by 
then).  

Here’s the good news if  you’re selling a 
property.  During this same Covid-19 peri-
od, there have been only 61 “price changes” 
across the entire MLS versus 93 last year 
over those same dates.  These 52% fewer 

price changes means Sellers are staying 
calm and believe this is no time to panic.  
Limited supply right now is your friend, 
and the shutdown is not affecting property 
value, at least not yet.  

Here’s the good news if  you’re a Buy-
er.  You may be more likely to get a good 
deal at the moment because there are fewer 
of  you out there.  I advocate reaching out 
to your Broker for advice, who will acquaint 
you with the best practices in place for Co-
vid-19 in order to help you buy or list your 
property.   

Let’s get ready for a Rebound!  

• Pat Gleeson, Bee, Tom, Christal, 
Duffy, and their dog Gemma are Owners 
and Brokers of  White Oak Realty Group, 
in downtown Highlands (4th Street across 
from the Old Edwards Inn).  White Oak 
Realty Group, founded in 2009 by Susie 
deVille, is one of  the leading boutique 
brokerage firms on the Highlands-Ca-
shiers Plateau.  You can reach all of  us at 
828.526.8118.
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Designer 4 bedroom, 5 bath home with a golf course view. 
Offered for $1,695,000 Contact Andrea Gabbard 828-200-6742

 Andrea Gabbard
c 828.200.6742  o 828.526.8300  
AndreaGabbard@gmail.com

Highlands CC

Andrea is  top 12% 
Real Estate Brokers in 2019. 

Highlands Sotheby’s International Realty is 
the top selling firm in Highlands  

since 2013  as per HCMLS Navica.   

... MISSION continued from page 1

Curbside Pickup Available
Starting May 2 • 12 - 8 pm Daily

@Four65Bistro
Follow us on Facebook and Instagram for updates. 

Order Online at 
Four65.com 

us hope as we plan to restart services that 
we temporarily suspended in March as 
part of  our initial response to COVID-19.  
Both clinical and operational changes are 
required to ensure the safety and security 
of  our patients and employees and we’re 
committed to getting this right,” said Greg 
Lowe, President HCA Healthcare NC Di-
vision/Mission Health. 

Due to our intense planning efforts 
and good supply levels, we are now care-
fully turning our attention to serving pa-
tients whose treatments may have been 
put on hold because of  COVID-19. We 
understand that many of  our patients have 
forgone important procedures like cancer 
therapies and joint replacements due to 
the pandemic, and we are developing a 
cautious, comprehensive strategy to allow 
for the safe return of  these patients to our 
facilities. As we begin this transition, the 
health and safety of  our patients and our 
colleagues remain our top priority, so be 
assured that any reinstatement of  services 
will be part of  a careful, phased approach. 

Mission expects to begin a return of  
services in phases, within the next week to 
10 days. In the first phase, we will work 
to resume procedures that were deferred 
or canceled during the initial COVID-19 
response time. When we make the deci-
sion to proceed with services, it will not 
be a switch, but a dial—enabling us to 
stay attune to necessary calibrations as we 
move forward. We will regularly evaluate 
our best practices to assess when and if  we 
need to make adjustments. Our willingness 
to adapt in this way is a direct reflection of  
our commitment to providing the highest 
caliber care. We value the confidence our 
patients have in us, and we hold ourselves 

accountable for reinforcing that confidence 
in the days ahead.

William R. Hathaway, MD FACC Chief  
Medical Officer, Mission Health, noted, 
“Consistent with Governor Cooper and 
DHHS Secretary Cohen’s guidance yester-
day, we are carefully planning and undertak-
ing a phased approach to begin care that fo-
cuses on the most critical and timely patients 
who have been waiting while we prioritized 
our services for COVID-19 patients.”

Safeguards have been implemented 
across the system, such as universal mask-
ing and screening of  all patients, visitors and 
employees, to reassure our patients and team 
members who may have more concerns 
about coming to a healthcare facility than 
they did in the past. 

As another aspect of  this approach, we 
are working with physicians to understand 
what they will need to resume more normal 
operations in their practices to include social 
distancing and proper screening of  patients 
as well.

Mission Health is making critical deci-
sions and taking decisive action every day to 
protect and support our patients, colleagues 
and caregivers while determining the safest 
way to phase back in important procedures 
and other medical services.

“Thanks to the good work of  residents 
adhering to our Stay Home - Stay Safe poli-
cy, the risk of  exceeding the capacity at Mis-
sion Hospital to care for all patients is now 
low. County health officials are comfortable 
with Mission performing important medical 
procedures that had been placed on hold. 
Residents can receive the health care they 
need and our nurses and doctors can carry 
out their work. The county will coordinate 
with Mission to carefully monitor patient 

numbers to assure adequate capacity going 
forward,” said Brownie Newman, Chair of  
the Buncombe County Commission,” said 
Brownie Newman, Chair Buncombe Coun-
ty Commission.

“Mission Health stands ready to pro-
vide care for all patients and is a safe choice 
for all in our community who need our 
care, now and for the future,” said Lowe.
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Senior Spotlight: Highlands School Class of 2020

Dillon Schmitt
Dillon was involved in basketball for 4 

years, soccer for 4 years, and golf  for his Junior 
and Senior year.

He plans to attend the Georgia Public 
Safety Training Center (GPSTC) to get his 
NPQ Pro Board firefighter certification.

His favority COVID-19 activities have 
been working and fishing a lot.

Good Luck, Dillon!  You will be missed at 
Highlands School.

Emma   Weller
Emma has been involved with Cheerlead-

ing, SGA, Interact and Dance during her years 
in school. 

She is going to NC State next spring where 
is is going into the Wilson College of  Design 
within NC State to major in fashion merchan-
dising.”

“Coach Green’s class is always my favorite. 
I’ve made so many memories in there as well as 
in Mrs. Ford’s class,” she said.

Her favority COVID-19 activity has been 
watching Netflix and hiking every day.

Jonathan ‘Bill’ Miller 
He has been involved with basketball, golf  

and soccer during his years at Highlands School. 
He plans to attend the Georgia Fire Acad-

emy and become a full-time, paid fireman.
During COVID-19 he has been working 

all the time but also turkey hunting.
Good luck, Bill. You will be missed at 

Highlands School!

Kedra McCall  
She has been involved with SGA, Beta 

Club, Interact, Fellowship of  Christian Ath-
letes, Basketball, Volleyball, and Soccer during 
her years at Highlands School.

Kedra plans on attending Appalachian 
State to major in Marketing (sales) and minor 
in Hospitality and Tourism.  

She wants to shoutout to Mrs. Mary and 
Ms. Elaine for being the sweetest & best custo-
dians! Also, to all of  our cafeteria staff  for nev-
er failing to smile at her when she sees them! 

Her favorite memory is traveling to Bos-
ton with so many incredible people and shouts 
out to Mrs. B and Coach Green for giving so 
much time and effort to us and those trips!

Her favorite Covid-19 activity is Zooming 
with her besties.“Social distancing is tough but 
thankfully technology keeps us connected!”

Sayla Roman
Sayla has been involved with  Varsity Bas-

ketball, Varsity Soccer, Varsity Volleyball manag-
er, SGA (Junior Class Treasurer and SGA Trea-
surer), Beta Club (president during junior year), 
Interact Club (president during senior year), 
Yearbook (editor during senior year).   

She plans to attend Columbia University in 
New York City in the fall, if  COVID-19 allows 
– to major in biology and minor in something in 
the arts, such as theater.

She says thank you to all of  the teachers she 
has become acquainted with during her 13 years 
at Highlands School, even those that she did not 
have a class with! “My favorite high school mem-
ory is when Ms. Mac took the Yearbook Staff  to 
the Biltmore and made a pit stop at Starbucks, 
where I managed to tip a table and spill my drink 
everywhere (truly embarrassing.)”

Her favorite Covid-19 activity is watching 
Netflix and reading new books while mastering 
procrastination. 

Sophia Nguyen
Sophia has been involved with Basketball 

and Interact Club while at Highlands School.  
“After I graduate, I will attend college at 

the University of  North Carolina at Greensboro 
where I will be in the media studies program 
which will help me become a screenwriter.

“I would like to achieve the role of  a hard-
working student in order to graduate college. 
This means that I want to learn, read, commu-
nicate, be prepared for, and create a successful 
screenwriting portfolio.” 

Good Luck, Sophia! Your positive attitude 
and determination will take you far in life.

Carlos Soto Torres
Carlos is active with the North Carolina 

vocational rehab program; through this pro-
gram he has had an internship with OEI.

After graduation, he will continue work-
ing for OEI and will also continue his passion 
with animation and technology. His favorite 
memory is the Highlands School battle cry 
that is performed at the Pep rallies and by the 
cheerleaders. He loves any food that is sweet! 
And, his favorite Covid-19 activity is playing 
video games and watching movies. We will 
miss you, Carlos!  Good luck in all you do.

Marilyn has been involved with cheerlead-
ing for 4 years (captain junior & senior year) 
and been part of  the Yearbook Staff  for 3 
years.

She plans on attending East Carolina 
University in the fall to major in Fashion Mer-
chandising and Consumer Studies. She is super 
excited!

She shouts out to the entire Highlands 
School Staff. “This school has truly become a 
home to me. Highlands School would not be 
the great school it is if  we didn’t have all these 
amazing teachers and staff!”

Her favorite memory was getting the op-
portunity to travel with Coach P and Profe to 
Costa Rica and Peru! “Truly an amazing expe-
rience with you both!”

Her favorite Covid-19 activity has been 
hanging out and learning more about her little 
sister while being stuck at home!

Marilyn Valerio
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Community COVID-19 Outreach
Community Resources at hand
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MASA CHALLENGE!

1.  Bridal Veil Falls, 2. Bridal Veil Falls, 3. Municipal Lake Dam, 4. Whiteside Cove from 
Sunset Rock, 5. Sunset from Sunset Rock, 6. Satulah and Fodderstack from Bearpen, 7. 
Model T from Sassafrass Gap 8. Big View Panorama, 9. Whiteside from Bearpen, 10. 
Whiteside from Bowery Rd., 11. Camp Parry Dise, Rabun Bald, 12. Top of Glen Falls, 13. 
Ravenel Driveway, 14. Highlands Falls, 15. Whiteside Cove

1.
2.

3.

4. 5.

6.

7.

9.

10.

11.
12.

13.

14.

15.
You are here!

8.

Marked on the map below are 15 images of George Masa’s 
photographs from a brief excursion to Highlands, NC in 1929. 

Use the provided map to challenge yourself to find and 
photograph the vistas that George Masa captured during his visit  

to the Highlands area. 

Share your images on Instagram, #bascommasachallenge!

George Masa Masa arrived in the Unit-
ed States in 1901, and in 1915, he settled in 
Asheville, North Carolina, where he would 
spend the final 18 years of  his life. After ini-
tially working for the Grove Park Inn as a 
bellhop and valet, Masa left the inn to take a 
position as a photographer in February 1919. 
Eventually, he founded Plateau Studio (a 
business he later sold, which is still in opera-
tion today). His cus-tomers included some 
of  the town’s most affluent citizens such as 
the Vanderbilt, Grove, and Seely families.

Masa came to love the mountains of  
Western North Carolina and worked tire-
lessly for their preservation, often at his own 
expense. Using his photographic equipment 
and an odometer he crafted from an old bi-
cycle, Masa meticulously catalogued a signifi-
cant number of  peaks, the distances between 
them, and the names given to them by the lo-
cal settlers and the Cherokee. He was a friend 
of  Horace Kephart, and the two of  them 
worked together to ensure that a large por-
tion of  the Great Smoky Mountains would 
be established as a national park. Masa also 
scouted and marked the entire North Caro-
lina portion of  the Appalachian Trail.

Masa was taking pictures for Kephart 
when Frank Cook in Highlands, NC heard 
about him. Cook was the manager of  High-
lands House, & just like the manager of  
Grove Park Inn, he figured photographs of  
the beauty of  the mountains would generate 
more business.So in 1929 he invited Masa to 
come to Highlands to photograph the area.

Who Was 
George Masa?

Highlands Playhouse Managing Direc-
tor Lance Matzke has taken to their Face-
book page and Instagram with an invitation 
to share what movies, shows, and other 
media people have been enjoying while the 
Playhouse has been closed. 

Each Monday and Friday will bring 
a new video discussing what Playhouse 
friends and associates have seen recently and 
addressing your comments and recommen-
dations. Become a part of  the discussion!

Tell The Playhouse 
what you’ve been 

watching!
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Daily ‘dealings’ during the COVID-19 Pandemic
Making the most of life during social distancing

Old Edwards Hospitality Group employees practicing social distancing while joining the local Gar-
bage Grabbers whose mission is to keep Highlands clean.

– Photo courtesy of The Laurel Magazine

Since Anna can’t make it to the golf course 
this is where we find her, at her own make 
shift practice facility. She’s addicted to the 
game!

Shep filling the at 
home hours at an outdoor 

scavenger hunt.
Statton is learning about the tiny creatures who live all 
around us.

Dear Kindergarten students,
I miss you all so much! I 

am very grateful for the time we 
were able to spend together this 
school year. I am proud of  each 
and every one of  you. I’m proud 
of  how hard you’ve worked, 
how much you have learned, and 
what kind students you are. Your 
class holds a very special place in 
my heart. When school starts 
again in the fall, please come and 
visit me! 

Love, 
Ms. Potts

Teachers send 
their love

Dear 3rd grade 
students,

I miss you all 
so much! I want 
you to know that 
even though we 
can’t be in school 
right now, I think 
about you often 
and I’m always 
here for you. 

I can’t wait to 
see you all when 
school resumes! 

Love, 
Ms. 

Huneycutt

Teacher 
love
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Daily ‘dealings’ during the COVID-19 Pandemic
Making the most of life during social distancing

Sadie and Lucas are studying the lifecycle of a Caterpillar at home 
with a homemade habitat. 

Happy 6th birthday, Ollie!

Charlie and Annie watching the Church of the Incarnation ser-
vice.

Ransom has taken to the kitchen to make moon dough

Friends Todd and Lincoln 
whiling away the hours in the 
sunshine during shelting at 
home.

Dear Editor,
My name is Leela and I am 

11 years old. I am writing to 
spread joy! This is a very stress-
ful time but no matter how 
scared or upset you are, please 
have compassion for everyone. 
Be kind to your friends, family, 
and neighbors. we are all in this 
together. When we get through 
this we will be a stronger com-
munity. Stay safe. Stay healthy. 
Stay positive.” 

Leela Chrestman 
Highlands, 5th grade

Words of Wisdom

To my WONDERFUL 1st grad-
ers,

I have had a BLAST getting 
to know each of  you this year. 
It has been so fun watching y’all 
experience new things and ideas. 
You are each unique and AWE-
SOME!!! 

Please know that I love and 
miss y’all very much. 

Love, 
Mrs. Mason

Teachers send 
their love



Page 14 - Highlands Newspaper - Thurs., April 30, 2020 - 828-200-1371

Community COVID-19 Outreach
Community Resources at hand

Highlands Biological Foundation has partnered with Yoga Highlands to bring you 
Yoga in the Garden. 

Grab your yoga mat, and join Rachel Kinback (CYT 500) of  Yoga Highlands on 
the first Monday of  the month May-August for virtual yoga sessions in the Highlands 
Botanical Garden. 

“As we continue to follow the stay-at-home order and practice social distancing, we 
can still come together to connect with nature and unwind our minds and bodies from 
the bustle of  Mondays,” said Winter Gary.

These yoga sessions are free to the public, but donations are accepted at highland-
sbiological.org. 

Yoga in the Garden will be made available on the Highlands Biological Station’s 
Facebook, so ‘like’ the page to receive updates on this digital offering and to watch the 
first virtual yoga session when it is posted the evening of  Monday, May 4. 

For more information, please call (828) 526-2623.

‘Yoga in the Garden’

Times are crazy so let’s get creative! 
I will help you create a masterpiece in the 
comfort of  your own home. I will draw out 
the paintings for you and send them right 
to your door with a printed out color exam-
ple for you to follow. If  you get stuck, and 
need help, all you have to do is shoot me 
a messge and I’ll help you out! Need paint 
and brushes? can have those drop shipped 
to your door! I can also meet you for sched-
uled curbside pickkup. Reach me through 
Facebook at the Easley an Artist page or 
the website at www.easelyanartist.com.

Stores offering online ‘style boxes’
AnnaWear and TJ Bailey are shipping their 

customers “Style Boxes” based on past shopping 
experiences and allowing them to shop and try 
clothes on at home. TJ Bailey is also offering a 
free mask with every order.

Paint your frustrations away!

Valley Musicians Create a 
‘Virtual Concert’ fundraiser

Sapphire Valley, NC: Residents and guests in Sapphire Valley were used to having 
a choice of  restaurants offering musical entertainment several days per week. With 3 of  
these 4 restaurants now closed and the other offering take-out only, everyone is not only 
missing great food, we’re missing the music!

Musicians love to play – anytime – anywhere! So, we gathered many of  our valley 
musicians together to support these restaurants, to create a virtual fund-raising concert! 
These musicians have played for years at Table 64, The Cork and Barrel Lounge, Micas, 
and were set to have an opening party at the new SlopeSide Tavern, when all was shut 
down.

This virtual concert may be viewed anytime here: https://sapphirevalley.com/mu-
sic_valley/concert.html
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... SCHOOL continued from page 1

�SUMMER HOUSE 
Complete Home Furnishings 

White Glove Delivery Throughout The Southeast & Beyond 
2089 Dillard Road, Highlands I 2 miles from Main Street I 828-526-5577 I www.summerhousehighlands.com 

May 15. Cooper said the decision to not re-
open was made after consulting with health 
experts.

“This decision is not made lightly,” 
Cooper said at a news conference Friday. 
“This decision is made with the high hopes 
that we could go in and finish the school 
year like any regular school year. But this vi-
rus tells us that cannot be, and I know par-
ents want us to keep the health and safety 
of  their children as the No. 1 priority.”

North Carolina is among 43 states, 
four U.S. territories and the District of  
Columbia that have ordered or recom-
mended that school buildings be closed for 
the rest of  the academic year, according to 
Education Week. The closures are affecting 
around 45.1 million students.

“I understand the need for schools to 
remain closed because of  the corona vi-
rus’ deadly aspects,” said Highlands School 
Principal Brian Jetter. “The death of  over 
55,000 people in the U.S. in only a couple 
of  months is absolutely cause for caution.”

But what about end of  year grades 
and will students be ready for the next 
grade in August?

Last Thursday, the State Board of  
Education adopted a statewide grading 
policy in which only high school students 

will have the option of  getting traditional 
grades this semester. Elementary school stu-
dents won’t get grades, and middle school 
students will only get grades saying whether 
they passed or withdrew from a class.

“Looking strictly at a curriculum focus, 
and not the maturation of  social skills stu-
dents gain in school, teachers will need to 
begin the 2020-’21 school year identifying 
the gaps in course specific knowledge that 
students may have because of  school clos-
ing early,” said Jetter. “Teachers will need to 
teach that curriculum first and then move 
into new material. There will be a lot of  as-
sessment at the beginning of  the year that is 
focused on determining different students’ 
gaps in foundational knowledge.”

Jetter said one fortunate thing (if  there 
is anything “fortunate” about what is hap-
pening) is that the school closing happened 
with only about 35 instructional days left in 
the school year. 

“While a lot of  knowledge can be 
gained in 35 days, at least we weren’t closed 
with half  the year left and the knowledge 
deficits that would have caused,” he said.

When schools closed, many teachers 
moved from written packet material for stu-
dents to online interactions with students 
through platforms like Google Classroom, 

and Youtube learning new ways to reach 
students. 

“However, whether teachers are rely-
ing on online platforms or packets of  work 
with their students, I do not see a big differ-
ence in the knowledge garnered by the work 
done,” said Jetter. “There are many “older” 
technologies – phone calls, texts, and emails 
– by which teachers have stayed connected 
to students.” 

In the Highlands area, there are many 
students who live in places that do not have 
reliable internet connections. 

“So, with a variety of  “connections” 
from the physical packets of  work and the 
inevitable inconveniences of  pick-up and 
drop-off, to the high-speed connections of  
internet platforms, we have tried to reach as 
many students as possible,” he said. “How-
ever, I think whichever way students and 
teachers are connected there are students 
who will have different gaps in foundational 
knowledge come the start of  school in late 
August. Those gaps will need to be identi-
fied at the very beginning of  the year and 
learned by the student before new material 
is taught.”

On top of  that, the community’s heart 
goes out to the Class of  2020.

“It is most unfortunate that our se-
niors, along with most other seniors across 
our nation, will have to miss final milestones 

during the last few months of  high school 
– award and scholarship assemblies, ath-
letic banquets, yearbook presentations and 
signings, field days, and graduations,” said 
Jetter. “We are all saddened by this loss of  
memories that may not be made. However, 
we also realize how important it is to fol-
low the safety measures that have been put 
in place.”

Meanwhile, Highlands School is sup-
porting its seniors through gestures of  
love, encouragement and respect.

“We are making sure we are ready to 
implement a graduation ceremony once we 
know what the restrictions to large group 
gatherings are. We will be sending athletic 
and academic award information to our 
newspapers to share with our community; 
we have hung senior picture posters on our 
track fence to highlight our seniors to our 
community; and we are publishing online 
and in the newspapers Senior Spotlights to 
honor each of  our them.”

Jetter said even though this is a trying 
time for families, students, and teachers, 
Highlands School will continue to praise its 
seniors, families, and teachers for remain-
ing strong.

“The Highlands School faculty and 
staff  look forward to hearing about these 
seniors’ accomplishments in the future,” he 
said.
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Trusted Protection from Unpredictable Threats. 
Power outages can occur anywhere and at any time. With intense weather and acts of cyberterrorism constantly threatening a deteriorating and overloaded infrastructure, our 
nation’s power grid is more susceptible to frequent and prolonged power outages than ever before. Generac works hard every day to design and manufacture affordable 
home standby generators that provide power to your home until utility service is restored.

Call today for a FREE in-home assessment. Allan Dearth and Sons

Highlands, NC 28741

Sales (828) 526-9325 
Service (828) 526-9325 
Website adsemergencypower.com

507901

AUTOMATIC STANDBY GENERATORS

Storefront • Plate Glass • Mirrors
Custom Shower Doors • Insulated Glass 
Custom Mirrors • Tabletops • Sun Rooms 

Replacement of Fogged Glass 
Insulated Units

(828) 349-0088
www.glassshoppe.com

David Lewis, owner
3145 Old Murphy Road

Franklin, NC

Spring Home Improvement 2020
3 Major Home Renovations that are Worth the Effort
(StatePoint) Building a new home? Overhauling an 

existing one? Here are three renovation ideas that will add 
beauty and value.

Expand Your Living Space
Don’t let that basement sit unfinished and unused. Sub-

stantially expand your home’s livable areas by turning your 
attention to the bottom floor. Finishing a basement is an 
involved project, potentially requiring electrical and plumb-
ing work, insulation, drywall and more -- but the end result is 
worth the effort and expense. What’s more, some of  the less 
technical aspects of  this renovation could even be DIY-ed.

Before getting started, consider what type of  space 
would most benefit your household long-term. You may 
even be able to recoup some cost of  the investment. For ex-
ample, turning your basement into an at-home fitness center 
means ditching the costly gym membership. Want to reduce 
time and money on your commute? Your basement may just 
make an ideal home office.

Add a Focal Point
Is your interior design in need of  a little something? 

The right eye-catching elements can make a room pop while 
adding vitality to your living spaces. A fireplace, for example, 

adds ambiance and comfort while also creating a natural 
gathering space.

What’s more, new models pair the charm of  a tradi-
tional open-front fireplace with the design flexibility of  gas 
models. The Phoenix TrueView from Heat & Glo offers 
the convenience of  gas without the glass, giving home-
owners an unobscured view of  the flames against the tradi-
tional brick or fade-resistant reflective black glass liner. An 
optional Bluetooth speaker system allows one to hear the 
fire as well as see it -- making it a focal point for the ears as 
well as the eyes.

Boost the Backyard
If  you find that your household spends very little time 

in the backyard, figure out why. Is there a lack of  shade? 
Are there not enough places to sit? Take a poll so you can 
diagnose the problem and take steps to correct it. Consider 
also how to make this space usable for a larger portion of  
the year, such as adding a fire pit or an enclosed, heated 
patio. Lastly, consider aesthetics. A bit of  landscaping can 
make your backyard as visually appealing as your home’s 
interiors.
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HIGH PRESSURE WASHING IS OUT! 
LOW PRESSURE SOFT WASH IS IN! 

Did you know there's a safe alternative from the 
traditional high pressure washing? 

Which many times causes extreme damage and 
destruction to a home. 

Did you know a homeowner's policy could be cancelled? 
Due to deferred maintenance of their roof? 

Did you know there is a solution to remove the algae, 
moss, lichens and mildew growing on a 

roof and/or siding? 

Is your home on the market or soon to be? 
Increasing your curb appeal is the single most important step in 

listing a home. It's truly the buyer's first impression. 

We specialize in removing all the dirt, grime, mildew and mold, 
giving your home a welcoming fresh, clean look. 

PATRIOT 
ROOF CLEANING & RESTORATION 
offers a proprietary low pressure soft wash system that safely cleans 
Cedar, Asphalt, Metal, Slate roofs, most exterior siding, exterior decks, 

interior decks, retaining walls, rock walkways, and driveways. 

------------ * ------------

GIVE US A CALL! 828-200-2437
We'll help bring your home back to life! 

511726 

Spring Home Improvement 2020 Benjamin Moore Paints
Carpets

Wood Flooring
Tile

Wall Coverings
Window Treatments

Custom Closets

330 Dillard Road • Highlands • 828-526-3571
www.highlandsdecorating.com

How Much Home Can You Afford this Spring? 
Factors to Consider

(StatePoint) The chicken or the egg? Which came first 
continues to fuel philosophical debates. But when it comes 
to buying a home, experts are pretty clear about the proper 
order of  things – agreeing you should fit your mortgage to 
your finances, not to a house.

“Before you even start your search for a home this 
spring, it’s crucial to know how much you can afford to 
pay each month,” says Freddie Mac Senior Vice President, 
Christina Boyle, who stresses that there are a few important 
things to keep in mind as you calculate this figure.

Start by getting a handle on your finances. What do 
you earn? What do you spend? How much do you have 
in savings? Answering these questions will help you better 
understand how much home you can afford. Make a budget 
and use free online tools and calculators to determine how 
much you can afford.

Remember that your monthly expenses go beyond 
mortgage payments, so leave some room in your budget. 
Whether it’s a new roof  or a leaking faucet, homeowner-
ship can mean unexpected expenses. Be prepared to pay 
for such items, as needed. General maintenance, combined 
with utilities (an expense that can vary by home depending 

on its size and other factors), are added expenses to consid-
er. Some neighborhoods also have homeowners’ association 
fees to cover the cost of  upkeep of  common spaces.

Your lifestyle can also help you assess whether a par-
ticular home is right for you and your budget. Location is 
key in determining what you can afford. Some points to 
consider are whether you want to live in a suburban or ur-
ban setting, whether you need to be near specific schools 
and public transportation, and the potential length of  your 
commute. These factors can affect the cost of  a home and 
you should determine your priorities in advance of  home 
and mortgage hunting.

Remember, getting pre–approved can help you act fast 
and make a confident offer, so talk to your lender now be-
fore you start shopping.

A full rundown on all things homebuying, including 
free tools and resources, is available at myhome.freddiemac.
com.

This spring, be sure to prepare yourself  for the home-
buying experience by being well-informed and aware of  
what you can afford.

5 Things to Look for When 
Replacing Your Home’s Windows

(StatePoint) Unlike some home improvements, win-
dow upgrades are complex, involving many moving parts. 
If  you are in the market for an upgrade, don’t rush into 
a decision until doing some research and evaluating what 
will work best on your home.

Here are five things to consider when replacing your 
home’s windows, according to the experts at ProVia:

• An energy efficient glass package: The right win-
dows will protect your home and keep you comfortable all 
year long, limiting the sun’s rays from coming through and 
fading your carpet and upholstery, as well as preventing 
cold air from entering your home in the colder months.

“Test your current windows by touching them. If  you 
feel the outside chill and air coming through, it may be 
time for a change,” says Wanda Angel, Brand Manager for 
Doors and Windows at ProVia.

Seek ENERGY STAR Certified high-performance 
windows, ideal for the weather extremes particular to your 
region. They should have multiple panes and feature tech-
nologies, such as the ComforTech Warm Edge Glazing 
System, which offers reduced heat loss, warmer glass tem-
perature and reduced interior condensation.

• Warranty: Windows can cost thousands of  dollars. 
Protect your investment by opting for windows that come 
with a lifetime warranty that includes glass breakage and 
seal failure. A comprehensive warranty should also be 
transferrable to the next homeowner, such as those from 

ProVia. This feature can potentially increase your home’s 
value when you put it on the market.

• Weather stripping: Prevent air infiltration through 
your windows with proper weather stripping. A bulb seal at 
the bottom of  the window, which is a rubberized seal that 
compresses to the sill, combined with fin weather stripping 
on verticals and horizontals, will give you triple weather 
stripping that acts as a true barrier against drafts, keeping 
you comfortable and helping reduce utility bills.

• Beauty: Your windows, like any exterior element on 
your home, should complement its architecture and add 
beauty to your house. While certain architectural styles, 
such as Colonial, once reigned, there’s a new trend toward 
American Craftsman homes. Forward-thinking window 
manufacturers are responding to the call by offering grid 
patterns, stain and paint finishes suitable for this growing 
need.

Interestingly, a new window program at ProVia offers 
three new series of  windows at a range of  price points. 
The series includes ecoLite, Aspect, as well as Endure win-
dows which come with top level innovations in window 
performance. To learn more, and to find resources on 
identifying the right windows for your home, visit www.
proviaproducts.com.

Make an investment in your home with lasting impact. 
Seek windows that offer comfort, functionality and beauty 
for years to come.



Page 18 - Highlands Newspaper - Thurs., April 30, 2020 - 828-200-1371

•spiritually speaking • Proverbs 3:5 • places to worsHip •
BLUE VALLEY BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Oliver Rice, Pastor (706) 782-3965

Sundays: School:10 a.m., Worship:11 
Sunday night services every 2nd & 4th Sunday at 7 

Wednesdays: Mid-week prayer meeting:7 p.m.
BUCK CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH

828-269-3546 • Rev. Jamie Passmore, Pastor
Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11 

CASHIERS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Rev. Wes Sharpe, Pastor 828-743-5298
Sundays: School at 9:30 Worship 10:30

Wednesday night Dinner and Service 5:30 
CHAPEL OF THE SKY

Sky Valley, GA • 706-746-2999 
Sundays: 10 a.m.:Worship 

Holy Communion 1st & 3rd Sundays 
CHRIST ANGLICAN CHURCH 

Rector: Jim Murphy, 252-671-4011 
464 US Hwy 64 east, Cashiers 

9:30a Sunday School; 10:30a Worship Service; Mon. 6p Bible 
Study & Supper in homes

CHRIST CHURCH OF THE VALLEY, CASHIERS
Pastor Brent Metcalf • 743-5470

Sun.10:45am, S.S 9:30am. Wed. 6pm supper and teaching.
Tues. Guys study 8am, Gals 10am.

CLEAR CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Jim Kinard

Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11a.m. 
1st & 3rd Sunday night Service: 7.p.m.

Wednesdays –Supper at 6 p.m. 
COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH
www.cbchighlands.com • 526-4685
3645 Cashiers Rd, Highlands, NC 

Sr. Pastor Gary Hewins  
Sun.: 9:30am: Sunday School10:30am: Middle & High School; 

10:45am: Child. Program,10: 45am: Worship
Wed.: 5pm Dinner ($7 adult, $2 child), 6pm CBC U.

COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH OF SKY VALLEY
706.746.3144• 696 Sky Valley Way #447, 

Pastor Gary Hewins
Worship: Sun. 9 a.m., with Holy Communion the 1st & 3rd 
Sun.; Tues: Community Supper 5:30 followed by Bible Study. 
EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF THE INCARNATION

Rev. W. Bentley Manning • 526-2968
Monday-Friday: Morning Prayer at 8:15a. Sundays: 8 am 

Holy Eucharist Rite I; 9 am Sunday School; 10:30 am Holy 
Eucharist Rite II. Childcare available at 10:30

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH HIGHLANDS
828-526-4153 • www.fbchighlands.org

Dr. Mark Ford, Pastor• 220 Main Street, Highlands 
Sun.:Worship 10:45 am; Sun.: Bible Study 9:30 am

Wed.: Men’s Bible Study 8:30 am; Choir 5p; Prayer Mtg 6:15p 
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Curtis Fussell & Emily Wilmarth, pastors 

526-3175 • fpchighlands.org
Sun.: Worship 8:30a Adult Ed.: 9:30a.m.; Worship 11 a.m.

Mondays: Men’s Prayer Group & Breakfast 8 a.m. 
Wed: Choir:6p

GOLDMINE BAPTIST CHURCH
(Off Franklin/Highlands Rd) 

Sunday School:10 am, Worship Service:11 am
GRACE COMMUNITY CHURCH OF CASHIERS

Non-Denominational-Contemporary Worship
242 Hwy 107N, 1/4 miles from Crossroads in Cashiers

www.gracecashiers.com • Pastor Steve Doerter: 743-9814
Services: Sundays 10am - Wed. - 7pm; Dinner - Wed. 6pm 

HAMBURG BAPTIST CHURCH
Hwy 107N. • Glenville, NC • 743-2729 • Nathan Johnson
Sunday: School 9:45a, Worship 11a & 7p, Bible Study 6p

Wed. Kidsquest 6p.; Worship 7p.
HIGHLANDS ASSEMBLY OF GOD

Randy Reed, Pastor 828-421-9172 • 165 S. Sixth Street  
Sundays: Worship:11 

HIGHLANDS CENTRAL BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Dan Robinson

670 N. 4th Street (next to the Highlands Civic Center)
Sun.: Morning Worship 10:45a., Evening Worship, 6p. 

Wednesday: Prayer Service, 6:30 p.
HIGHLANDS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

Pastor Randy Lucas 526-3376
Sun: School 9:45a.; Worship 9:09,10:50.; Youth 5:30 p.

Wed: Supper: 5:15; youth, & adults activities: 6; Handbell 
rehearsal, 6:15; Choir Rehearsal 7. (nursery provided ); 7pm 

Intercessory Prayer Ministry 
HOLY FAMILY LUTHERAN CHURCH: ELCA

Chaplain Margaret Howell • 2152 Dillard Road • 526-9741
Sun: School and Adult discussion group 9:30 a.m.;  

Worship/Communion:10:30; Early-Bird Christmas Eve service of 
Lessons and Carols, Sunday, Dec. 22, 10:30 am. 

All are welcome.
HEALING SERVICE on the 5th Sunday of the month.

MACEDONIA BAPTIST CHURCH
8 miles south of Highlands on N.C. 28 S in Satolah

Pastor Zane Talley
Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11, Choir:6 p.m.

Wed: Bible Study and Youth Mtg.:7 p.m.
MOUNTAIN SYNAGOGUE

at St. Cyprian’s Episcopal Church, Franklin • 828-524-9463
MOUNTAIN BIBLE CHURCH 

743-2583 • Independent Bible Church 
Sun:10:30 a.m. at Big Ridge Baptist Church,  

4224 Big Ridge Road (4.5 miles from NC 107) 
Weds: Bible Study 6:30 p.m.; Youth Group 6 p.m. 

OUR LADY OF THE MOUNTAINS  
CATHOLIC CHURCH

Rev. Fr. Jason K. Barone – 526-2418
Mass: Thurs. 12:10; Fri. 9am; Sun: 11 a.m.

SCALY MOUNTAIN BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Marty Kilby

Sundays: School –10 a.m.; Worship –11 a.m. & 7 
Wednesdays: Prayer Mtg.:7 p.m.

SCALY MOUNTAIN CHURCH OF GOD
290 Buck Knob Road; Pastor Donald G. Bates • 526-3212
Sun.: School:10 a.m.; Worship:10:45 a.m.; Worship: 6 p.m.

SHORTOFF BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Rev. Andy Cloer 

Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11 a.m. 
Wednesdays: Prayer & Bible Study:6 p.m. 
ST. JUDE’S CATHOLIC CHURCH
Mass: Thurs. 9am, Fri., 11am; Sun. 9am 

THE CHURCH OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD
1448 Highway 107 S., Office: 743-2359 • Rev. Rob Wood
June-Sept: Sunday Services: Rite I, 8a, Rite II, 9:15 & 11a

Nursery available for Rite II services
Sept 6-Oct 25-Informal Evening Eucharist-5:30 p.m. 

Thursday: Noon Healing Service with Eucharist.
UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST FELLOWSHIP 

85 Sierra Drive, Franklin • uufranklin.org  
Sunday Worship - 11 a.m. 

WHITESIDE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Rev. Sam Forrester/Cashiers

Sunday School:10 am, Worship Service:11 am

John 3:16

A Mother’s 
Faith

It’s that time of  year when, under normal conditions, res-
taurants would be bracing for one of  the busiest week-
ends of  the year. Mother’s Day is coming! I want to share 

with you a story.
A seven-year-old boy returned home from school one 

day with his head down and his heart broken. A tear-stained 
face alerted his mother of  trouble at school. And she was 
quick to find out what happened.

The boy had overheard his teacher telling one of  the 
school officials that he was a slow learner who would never 
amount to anything. And this sensitive child, who only recent-
ly had been well enough to return to school, was crushed. His 
teacher no longer believed in him.

But his mother certainly did. Without hesitation, she took 
him by the hand and went straight back to school. Together, 
they would face the teacher. The young boy looked on as his 
mother told the teacher of  her son’s remarkable memory, his 
unique talents, and promising abilities. At that moment, the 
boy decided to live up to his mother’s belief  in him.

Years later, the world came to know this mother’s son as 
Thomas Edison, the genius inventor. “With confidence, am-
bition, and industry, Thomas Edison...turned darkness into 
light, called forth music from a box, and made hundreds of  
useful inventions...” for more efficient and comfortable living.

Still remembered as one of  the most prolific inventors 
of  all time, Thomas Edison credits his mother’s belief  in him 
as the source of  his greatness: “My mother was the making of  
me,” he said. “She was so true, so sure of  me, and I felt that 
I had someone to live for; someone I must not disappoint.”

Such is the power of  a loving mother’s faith. Mrs. Edison 
saw her child not as the underachiever his teacher believed 
him to be, not even as an average student, but as a brilliant 
boy full of  promise. 

This mother and all mothers everywhere who see great-
ness in their children are God’s miracle workers, angels of  
achievement who instill courage and confidence in their 
children. They recognize masterpieces in scribbled drawings; 
beauty in drooping but carefully picked dandelions; brave ef-
forts in scraped knees; and loving intentions in kitchen mess-
es. Sometimes, only a mother’s watchful eye can discern the 
goodness – even the greatness – that is developing in a child. 

How many of  the world’s advancements were fueled by 
the belief  of  a loving mother? How many quiet victories were 
won because a mother – sometime, somewhere – believed 
in the abilities of  her child? If  ever our society needed such 
faithful mothers, we do now. As the poet William Ross Wal-
lace observed in 1865, “...the hand that rocks the cradle is the 
hand that rules the world.” 

As an only child raised by a widowed mother from the 
age of  six, I dedicate this to my mother who also had faith 
in me.

Archbishop John S. Erbelding
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Yard Art Open 
for outside pickup & delivery

COREY JAMES GALLERY
& Estate Consignments

(828) 526-4818
On the corner of 3rd & Spring 526-5999

Located at 680 N. 4th. St., Highlands

Carrying a wide variety of  
natural products for your  

Mind, Body & Home.
Open Mon.-Sat. 9a to 5:30p

Organic Fresh Juices & Smoothies  
and Salads “On the Go!”
Open Mon.-Sat. 9a to 5p

 VA 

~ Home Decor 
~ Gifts 

~ Jewelry
468 Carolina Way 

Highlands
(Between N. 4th & N. 5th)

828-526-3909

Highlands Police entries from 
March 16. Only the names of per-
sons arrested, issued a Class-3 mis-
demeanor or public officials have 
been used.

March 16
• At 5:11 a.m., offices were called 

about someone using a credit card 
without the owner’s knowledge at a lo-
cation on Oak Street.

March 25
• At 8:50 p.m., Logan Mack Lewis, 

24, of Swannanoa, NC, was arrested 
in Highlands Plaza for disorderly Con-
duct. He was issued a $1,500 unsecured 
bond. His trial date is April 21.

April 14
• At 1:15 a.m., officers received a 

call for service at a residence on Hick-
ory Hill Road where someone entered 
the house at night.

April 18
• At 5:94 p.m., officers responded 

to a two-vehicle accident on US 64 near 

S. 5th Street
April 19
• At 3:45 p.m., officers were called 

about a breaking and entering with bur-
glary at The Bridge Restaurant where a 
black electric strip valued at $100 was 
taken.

April 22
•At 10 a.m., officers responded to 

a 2-vehicle accident at the Highlands 
Mountain Club.

The Highlands Fire & Rescue log 
from April 18.

April 18
• At 11:28 p.m., the dept. responded 

to a motor vehicle accident on NC 28 
south.

April 19
• At 12:43 p.m., the dept. was first-

responders to a residence on Chestnut 
Cove.

April 20
• At 4:52 p.m., the dept. was first-re-

sponders to a residence on Moorewood 

•police & fire reports•
Circle.

April 21
• At 7:37 a.m., the dept. was first-

responders to a residence on Dendy 
Orchard Road.

• At 6:07 p.m., the dept. was first-
responders to a residence on Falls South.

• At 6:40 p.m., the dept. responded 
to a Co2 alarm at a residence on Birch-
wood Drive.

April 22
• At 11:31 a.m., the dept. was first-

responders to a residence on Lake Os-
seroga Drive.

April 25

• At 11:39 a.m., the dept. was first-
responders to Highlands Plaza.

• At 7:58 p.m., the dept. provided 
mutual aid to the Scaly FD.

April 26
• At 10:10 a.m., the dept. was first-

responders to a residence on Dendy 
Orchard Road.

• At 6:24 p.m., the dept. responded 
to a fire alarm at a residence on Upper 
Divide Road.

April 27
• At 9:05 a.m., the dept. was first-

responders to a residence on Brookside 
Lane.

Highlands Police Department 
changes up road checkpoint strategy

Brian O’Shea
Plateau Daily News

The Highlands Police Department be-
gan running manned checkpoints at most 
entrances to Highlands at the end of  March 
to keep all nonessential visitors from enter-
ing Town. 

After a few days of  daily checkpoints 
at varying times and locations, Town Man-
ager Josh Ward and several commissioners 
said they felt the checkpoints were working. 

“These road checks are really working 
well,” said Ward. “Let’s continue to do that, 
keep an aggressive approach and ask people 
why they’re coming to Town.”

However, after a few weeks the check-
points disappeared, replaced by a strong 
presence of  law enforcement when enter-
ing town by HPD and Macon County Sher-
iff  Office units.

Highlands Police Chief  Bill Harrell 
said the checkpoints have not completely 
stopped, but HPD is keeping their strategy 
under wraps for the public’s protection.

“We’re not telling all the things were 
doing to gain and confirm compliance as 
much as we legally can,” said Harrell. “That 
defeats the purpose, as well as the media tell-
ing everyone what we are and are not doing 
so the selfish/self-absorbed COVIDIOTS 
can develop a work around. It does nobody 

any good and works against the ‘we’re in this 
together’ motto for the public’s safety.”

Highlands Board of  Commissioners 
have an emergency meeting scheduled at 8 
a.m. on Friday to review the Town’s state-
of-emergency and to strategize how to begin 
opening businesses in town in coordination 
with Governor Roy Cooper’s plan to lift 
restrictions throughout the state beginning 
May 8.
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209 N. 4th Street

(Corner of N. 4th and Oak streets 
upstairs across from Town Hall. 

Phone: 828-526-3241
Fax: 828-482-9019
Email: rachelbkelleyllc@gmail.com

Rachel B. Kelley, PMHNP-BC
ARNP - Board Certified
Psychiatric • Mental Health
Medication Management
Positive Wellness

Whiteside Cove  
Cottages

800-805-3558 • 828-526-2222

5 new log cabins 
nestled in the hemlocks 
on 25 acres at the base 

of Whiteside 
Mountain.

Loma Linda
Farm

Dog Boarding • Day Care
Pastoral Park

in Home and Leash Free
Lodging in the lap of luxury

(828) 421-7922
Highlands NC

lomalindafarm@gmail.com
www.lomalindafarm.com NC License #10978

JUST TALK TO ME 
I am 74. I am Pain-Free. 

Are You? CBD� HEALS 
�-������

VIVA WELLNESS 
526-1566
FAR INFRARED 8AUNA�eAPSULE 
HYDRO MASSAGE 8PA�C,APSULE 
WHOLE BODY 

VIBRATION 
5 Cottage Row • U.S. 64 East 

110 mins./ $25

• Interior & Exterior Painting
• Pressure Washing

• House Maintenance
• Drywall Repair

• Deck Repair
Quality Work • Fully Insured

Lupe Gonzales
avpintura@gmail.com

828-332-1539 or 678-873-2927

• Grading
• Excavating
• Driveways
• Build sites

• Hauling
• Septic Systems 

Edwin Wilson
Cell (828) 421-3643 

Office/fax (828) 526-4758
wilsongrading@yahoo.com 

Mendoza 
Tree Expert
Quality Tree Care 

& Removal •16+ years

828-200-9217
Fully Insured 

estimates@mendozatree.com
www.mendozatree.com

FIREWOOD FOR SALE

We accept al l  credit cards

Bill Barber 
Homes

billbarber22@gmail.com
billbarberhomes.com

(828)
226-9696

We have a special knack for 
keeping your taxes on track

Brophy & Associates
Consulting, LLC

Robbin Brophy
Enrolled Agent
(828) 558-4300

• Tax return preparation for small 
 businesses and individuals
• QuickBooks training and 
 bookkeeping services
• IRS/State representation

367 Dellwood Rd., Bldg. E, Ste. 3
Waynesville, NC 28786

(828) 558-4300 office • (833) 234-4881 fax
brophytax.com

robbin@brophytax.com

We’ve Moved!

(828) 482-9374
(772) 532-0706

The Highlands Barbershop 
is now located in a new, 

expanded space 
on Oak Street 

across from the 
K-H Park Plaza.

Open Mon.-Sat.
10a to 5p

Cirino J. Bosco, owner



chestnut storage

Look for our sign!
10890 Buck Creek Rd. - 1/2 mile off Cashiers Rd near the hospital 

Storage Units Available
Secure 24 Hour Access

Easy In - Easy Out
Great Rates - Great Terms

Call today to find out why we’re
“Highland’s Premier Facility”

828-482-1045

Ryan M. Bears
Broker

Pat Allen, Broker in Charge

Cell: 803-271-5426
Office: 828-526-8784

Ryan@patallenrealtygroup.com

MORALESPAINTINGANDSERVICES@GMAIL.COM

706.982.9768
828-226.5347

INTERIOR/EXTERIOR PAINTING • LAWN MAINTENANCE
HOUSE MAINTENANCE • QUALITY WORK

FULLY INSURED

Highlands Automotive

2851 Cashiers Road • highlandsautomotive.com
828-787-2360

NC
Inspection

Station

Service
&

Repair

• Residential or  
Commercial 

• Over 40 Years  
Experience 

• Fast and Dependable
• FREE Estimates

• FREE Pick-up and 
Delivery

American 
Upholstery 

Same Phone Numbers:
(864) 638-9661 cell: (864) 710-9106

WE HAVE MOVED TO

Sample Books Available

Billingsley 
Turf Management 
and Landscaping 

For all of your 
turf and landscaping projects, 

Call 828-526-2258

105 Ashley Drive • Walhalla, SC 29691
(Same Owners: Morris & Rachel Bible)
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... ECKERD from page 1

Looking for a church home? 
Wayfarers Unity Chapel is a non denominational, 
inclusive church located at 182 Wayfarer Lane, off 

Highway 246 in Dillard, GA, just 1.7 miles from 
Highway 441 

Social time begins at 9:30 and services 
begin at 10 a.m. on Sundays

Visit our website www.wayfarersunity.org 
for more information, or call 706-746-3303

lowed at ELC. That’s when ELC staff  came up the idea 
for family, friends, and members of  the community to drive 
through ELC’s parking lot to shout out messages to loved 
ones beyond the confines of  a video chat.

ELC Director of  Nursing Emily Bowers said resi-
dents are staying positive amid the COVID-19 pandemic 
and staff  are doing what they can to brighten up their days, 
including Facetiming with family and watching livestreamed 
programs from local organizations and churches to keep 
residents connected with the community.

However, Bowers and the rest of  the ELC staff  raised 
the bar by arranging a parade of  loved ones on a gorgeous 
day in Highlands.

“It just brings so much joy to the residents to see their 
family members,” said Bowers. “The community showing 
up like they did means so much to them, and that makes 
us happy. We are here because we love geriatrics. We’re not 
only their caregivers, we’re their family, friends, and support 
system.”

HCH CEO Tom Neal said staff  at ELC are thinking 
outside of  the box for innovative ways to stay connected 
with family while remaining safe.

“It’s hard on all the residents not having family there 
with them, but ELC staff  really got creative with how to 
make that happen,” said Neal. “I’ve never seen anything like 
this and didn’t know how it would go. Now that I’m seeing 
it, I couldn’t be more pleased. Today was not only uplifting 
for the residents, but for the staff  as well. It takes special 
people to make this facility what it is.”

ELC Activities Coordinator Chase Nelson said they 
got the idea from other senior living homes throughout the 
country and thought they would give it a try.

“We just wanted people to be able to see their loved 
ones,” said Nelson. “We take it for granted that we get to 
see our loved ones every day. Our residents generally have a 
routine and see the same people every day, so having a ton 
of  people come out was awesome to see. Everybody had a 
good time.”

Residents in wheelchairs lined the sidwalk outside the Eckerd 
Living Center to hail their family and friends as they drove by 
in vehicles decorated with posters and balloons.     

– Photo by Brian O’Shea, Plateau Daily News
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•classifieDs•
FOR SALE 
E-Z UP 10X10 VENDOR TENT 

with sidewalls & weights. Excellent condi-
tion. $170. 828-526-1031 (st, 1/30) 

FIREWOOD FOR SALE. Call 
or text Matt at 706-239-0880. (st. 9/26)

WANTED 
HEALING FROM OPEN 

HEART SURGERY. Resident needs 
small apt. in town, with few steps, for 2-3 
months while rehabing at H-C Hospital. 
Email: a whicseven@yahoo.com 

FULL HOUSE GALLERY in 
Highlands Plaza is now open and ac-
cepting CONSIGNMENT FURNITURE. 
Please call or text Susan at 828-526-6004. 
(st. 3/19)

COMIC BOOKS – Buy / Sell. Call 
Bob @ 302-530-1109 (6/4)

TO RENT: MATURE PRO-
FESSIONAL WITH INDOOR 
CAT SEEKS REASONABLE 2BR 
HOME TO RENT. Solid references. 
Call or text 828-200-1611 (st. 1/30)

WANTED TO BUY: US & For-
eign COINS, free appraisals, call Dan at 
828-421-1616.(3/26) 

HARLEY DAVIDSON MOTOR-
CYCLE MEMORABILIA. Call Sandra 
La Jeunesse at 828-371-2214. 

HELP WANTED
FULL TIME ATTORNEY – Pis-

gah Legal Services provides free civil le-
gal assistance to low-income people in 
Western North Carolina. PLS is seek-
ing a N.C. licensed attorney to handle 
poverty law cases in Highlands/Ca-
shiers. Full job description and applica-
tion instructions: www.pisgahlegal.org/
highlandsatty (4/30) 

WE’RE READY TO OPEN 
AND HIRING! The Ugly Dog Pub 
and The High Dive in Highlands are 
looking for cooks who are ready to get 
back to work. The Dive-In food cart at 
The High Dive is a great opportunity 
for someone to show what they can do. 
Must be motivated, hardworking, and 
able to work nights and weekends. To 
apply, email bark@theuglydogpub.com 
or call 828-526-8364. (5/14) 

FULL-TIME Security Guard po-
sition in Highlands.  Please call 706-985-
5526 for inquiries (4/30)

SEASONAL EMPLOYMENT 
IN HIGHLANDS FALLS COM-
MUNITY ASSOCIATION Mainte-
nance Department wanted. Please Call 
828-526-2203 or 828-200-9763. (st. 
4/23)

PART-TIME MARKETING AD-
MINISTRATIVE AND PRINT PRO-
DUCTION POSITION – 25 hours 
per week Marketing administrative and 
production assistant needed to oversee 
invoice coding and tracking and book-
keeping; manage in-house print produc-
tion and inventory of all marketing col-
lateral and external print ordering and 
vendor relationships; distribute collateral 
around Old Edwards properties and in 
town; lay out banquet menu cards for 
the special events department; and other 
administrative duties. Skill requirements 
include Excel proficiency; Microsoft Word 
and Outlook, knowledge of print produc-
tion and print industry terminology, print-
ready specs, paper types, color processes; 
experience in hands-on print produc-
tion of materials such as brochures and 
newsletters, some experience in InDesign. 
More extensive experience in layout and 
design a plus and could be considered for 
a full-time position. Must be a stickler for 
high quality and details, work extremely 
well as part of a close-knit team and bring 
a consistently positive attitude, trustwor-
thiness and integrity. References required. 
Apply online at www.oldedwardsinn.com 

ALLISON DIANE CLOTHING 
at the corner of Fourth and Main is look-
ing for part time help..Please stop by or 
call at (828)526-5404 (st. 3/19)

JOIN OUR TEAM!! Nectar Juice 
Bar (located inside Whole Life Market) 
is now hiring! Are you looking for a fun, 
healthy-minded individual looking for full-
time, year-round work? Experience is not 
necessary, but kitchen or barista skills a 
plus. Competitive pay! Apply at Whole 
Life Market, 680 N. 4th St., Highlands. 

POSITIONS AVAILABLE AT 
CHESTNUT HILL ASSISTED LIV-
ING – Med Techs and CNAs. Call 828-
526-8400. (st. 2/13)

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH 
HIGHLANDS needs nursery help on 
Wednesday nights; 1-2 hours; $15 per hour; 
background check and interview required; 
must be at least 16 years old. (st. 2/13)

RANDEVU now hiring full- & part-
time waitstaff. Call 828-743-0190. (st. 2/27)

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNI-
TIES AVAILABLE AT HIGHLANDS 
SMOKEHOUSE. Hiring all positions. 
Commitment to excellence in food qual-
ity and guest service. We are proud of the 
products and service we provide, we cre-
ate experiences not just sell food. Offering 

defined, sane schedules and healthy work 
environment allowing for a balanced life. 
Very cooperative pay. Food service experi-
ence preferred. Tobacco free workplace. 
Contact us at Smokehouserecruiting@
gmail.com (st. 5/2)

SALES ASSOCIATE HIGH END 
RETAIL CLOTHING STORE IN 
HIGHLANDS AND CASHIERS, NC. 
Full time, part time and seasonal. Inquire 
to 828-200-0928. (st. 3/38) 

SERVICES 
CAREGIVER SERVICES – Expe-

rienced, Caring, Compassionate, Punctual, 
and Trustworthy. Available to assist with 
your needs: Different stages of Demen-
tia, fall risks, first-aid, will prepare meals, 
medicine management, doctors’ appoint-
ments, errands, light housekeeping, and I 
like pets. My hours are flexible, and I have 
had several clients in Highlands. References 
provided upon request. Also, I have been, 
and continue to be “Fever Free” Looking 
forward to speaking with you, Cathy (727) 
215-4195.( 5/7) 

H I GH LANDS- C ASH I ERS 
HANDYMAN: Repairs, remodeling, 
painting, pressure washing, minor plumbing 
and electric, decks and additions. Free Esti-
mates. Insured. Call 828-200-4071. (6/11))

HIGHLANDS HANDI-MAN – 
Can fix anything inside or out. Carpentry, 
Interior and exterior painting, pressure 
washing, lawn care, hauling. and will moni-
tor house during winter. Free Estimates. 
References. Call Tony. 828-200-5770 or 
828-482-0159. (st. 3/26) 

GUTTER CLEANING, METAL 
ROOF & FABRICATON roof repairs, 
chimney flashing, debris removal, pressure 
washing. Call 371-1103. (st. 6/27)

HIGH COUNTRY PHOTO/
KEVIN VINSON: scanning photos, slides 
& negatives to CD or DVD for easier 
viewing. Video transfer to DVD. Everything 
done in house. Leave message at 828-526-
5208. (st. 4/25) 

REAL ESTATE FOR SALE
5 LOTS. 3.22 ACRES. Borders 

NSFS. VIEWS. Well, septics, utilities, roads 
installed. PRIVATE. Multiple exit/entry. 2/2 
residence. 186,000 asking.828.482.2050. 

38.92 ACRES IN GATED COM-
MUNITY IN HIGHLANDS. Small 
private development with paved streets, 
community water, community lake and 
pavilion, underground power and street 
lights. Gentle building sites with mountain 
views and streams at over 4,100’ in eleva-

tion. Borders USFS. Offered for $599,000 
and MLS #88028. Call Cathy Garren at 
Highlands Sotheby’s International Realty 
at 828-226-5870. (1/2/2020)

ATTENTION BUSINES-
SOWNERS: Looking for employee 
housing? We’ve got several options! 
Close to town and affordable! Call 
Christal at White Oak Realty Group. 
828-200-9699. (st. 9/19)

SIX ACRES ON BUCK CREEK 
ROAD behind Highlands-Cashiers Hos-
pital. Sign on property. 843-460-8015. 
(st. 5/30) 

2/2 CLAYTON HOME IN LOW-
ER CLEAR CREEK. 1+acre,Private. 
View.118,000.706.782.9728 (st. 9/5) 

1.21 ACRES FOR SALE BY 
OWNER - OTTO, NC - $28,000. Lot 
12 Quail Haven Road. Otto, NC. Price 
not firm ... open for negotiation. Please 
email if interested to ddmarsh15@aol.
com or call/text to 239-980-0531. Please 
leave a message. (st. 7/20) 

RESIDENTIAL RENTALS
HIGHLANDS HOME AND 

EXPENSES. Call Sonja. 828-487-0363. 
(st. 4/30)

1BR/BA HOME FULLY FUR-
NISHED in town near Bascom Art 
Center.  $1,200 per month plus utilities.  
Please call Jerry @ 828-482-2032. (st. 
4/23)

2 HOMES – Beautiful log home 3 
bedrooms, 3 baths. Lovely golf course 
home 3 bedrooms, 2 baths. Both fully 
furnished homes short/long term rentals. 
Franklin. 828-342-3135 (st. 4/9)

HOME FOR RENT IN MIRROR 
LAKE AREA. 2 BR/2 BA furnished. 
Screened porch & open deck. Small pets 
okay. No smoking. Long-term preferred. 
$1,700 per month. 404-630-8398. (3/19) 

SPACIOUS POST AND BEAM 
HOME WITH 4-bedroom, 3-1/2 bath 
home. Soaring 30’ ceiling in open floor-
plan of the kitchen/living/dining room. All 
other rooms offer 10’ ceilings. Spacious 
master suite. Mountain views with creeks 
and large deck. Less than 15-minutes 
from Main Street. This is a non-smoking 
property. Call 828.421.1823 to view 
the property. Yearly lease@ $3200 per 
month. (st. 1/30)

LUXURY APARTMENT IN 
TOWN. Walk to Main Street. 1BR 1BA. 
$3,500 per month. 3 month minimum. 
Sorry, no pets, no smoking. Adults only. 
828-421-1709. (st. 5/10)



Main Street Inn & Bistro 
828-526-2590 • mainstreet-inn.com

“Ace is the Place.”

At Main & 3rd streets
Highlands 526-2157

Hardware
Reeves

3

www.highlandsiscalling.com
828-526-3717 

11

Country Club Properties
“Your local hometown 

Real Estate professionals.”
3 Offices 828-526-2520

www.CCPHighlandsNC.com

2 “Highlands is calling  
and I must go.”

6

Suzanne McDavid
Broker

cell: (678) 276-6133 • Off: (828) 526-8300

401 N 5th St., Highlands

SILVER EAGLE 

349 Main Street, Highlands, NC
828.526.5190 silvereaglegallery.com

Native American Jewelry
  Crystal & Gem Gallery
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Mitzi Rauers, Broker 
404-218-9123 

mitzi@meadowsmtnrealty.com
meadowsmountainrealty.com

13

K-H Park

Martin-Lipscomb 
Performing Arts Center 

(PAC)

Top 12% 
of 

Brokers 
in 2019

Sotheby’s
is the top

firm in
Highlands 
since 2013 

Andrea Gabbard

c 828.200.6742

o 828.526.8300
AndreaGabbard@gmail.com
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“Local Expertise. Global Connections.”
114 N. 4th Street • Highlands, NC

sheryl.wilson@sothebysrealty.com • highlandssir.com
office: 828.526.8300 • cell: 828.337.0706

Sheryl Wilson

Available
email 

highlandseditor@aol.com



cashmere
Scotland’s Best Knitwear

McCULLEY’S

242 S. 4th St. & Pop up 
on Main Street

Open 7 days a week
526-4407

828-526-2338

30  ...on the Verandah 
Restaurant

on Lake Sequoyah

www.ontheverandah.com

Open Year-Round • 6 days a week
343-D Main Street. • 526-4035
Closed Wednesday & Sunday night

Closed 
until safe 
to reopen.

See you 
soon!

8

9

Jody Lovell • 828.226.6303

www.wildthymegourmet.com

Pat Allen 
Broker-in-charge

Cell: 828-200-9179 
pat@patallenrealtygroup.com 

Office: 828-526-8784
295 Dillard Road

Highlands, NC 28741

 5 Not the Biggest ... Just the Best!
www.patallenrealtygroup.com 

BROKERS:

DAV ID 
BOCK 
BUILDERS 

www.BockBuilders.com 828-526-2240 

Top Producers for 15 Years

Open for 
Curbside pickup & 

limited delivery
Fri. and Sat.

4-8p

6

Reservations: 526-4906

Kurt Barbee
828-545-7272
Ryan Bears

803-271-5426
Darlene Conley 

404-427-2448 
Christy Harris
404-229-8737 

Rick Harrison
404-906-5113 

Sam McPherson
678-378-5413

John Morris 
770-401-3386 
Julie Osborn
828-200-6165
Cy Timmons 
828-200-9762

Steve Sheppard
404-219-1349
Sheila Welch
828-342-0695

• #1 Broker Highlands/
Cashiers MLS 2001-2019

• #1 Broker North Carolina 
2016/2017

• Top 2 Broker North Carolina 
2018 per Real Trends

Thank you for an incredible 
season! Opening April 16! 

Investing in Life – On a Whole New Level

Susie deVille
Broker Associate

828-371-2079

Pat Gleeson
Owner, BIC

828-782-0472

Bee Gleeson 
Broker Associate

404-307-1415

Chris Duffy 
Broker Associate

828-526-6763

125 South 4th Street, Highlands • (828) 526-8118 
www.WhiteOakRG.com

Christal Green 
Broker Assoc./Office Admin.

828-200-9699

Tom Bean
Broker Associate

828-526-6383

474 Main Street
828.526.3807 | wolfgangs.net

Stay well and be 
safe!

We look forward to 
seeing you soon!

BRIAN RENFRO 
BROKER-REALTOR 

CELL: 828-226-0118 
BRIAN REN FRO@G MAIL.COM 

HIGHLANDS OFFICE 


