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M cCULLEY’S

In Highlands
242 S. 4th St. • 526-4407

and
In Cashiers

24B Canoe Point • 743-5515

The largest selection of 
Scottish cashmere in 

the U.S.A.
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 SUMMER HOUSE

Open 
Monday – Saturday 

9a-5p
Sunday– noon to 5p
2089 Highway 106

828-526-5577

‘Home Furnishing Center’

The

• See CLASSROOM page 18

• See VIRTUAL page 18 • See DRIVE-IN page 12

The Milky Way shines in the night sky

David Snyder, captured this shot of the Milky Way over Whiteside Mountain from his deck in Cashiers.

Macon County Reports 
Fourth Death Related to 

COVID-19 
– See story on page 12

JAWbreaker mastermind could stay 
behind bars until trial

By Brittney Lofthouse
James Steele has been in and 

out of  jail since 2017. In 2018, he 

posted a $1.5 million bond and was 
required to wear an ankle monitor 
after being arrested as part of  the 

Macon County Sheriff ’s Office 
Operation JAWbreaker. 

For parents who have opted 
for the Macon County School 
Virtual Academy due to COV-
ID-19, but don’t really know how 
they will manage it, The Moun-
tain Retreat and Learning Center 
is ready to help – at least for stu-
dents in grades 6-8.

Beginning Monday, Aug. 
24, The Mountain is poised to 
accommodate up to 12 middle 
school MCS Virtual Academy 
students on their campus.

The school week would be 
Monday through Thursday, 9a to 
4p and run through Friday, Oct. 
16.

MCS Virtual 
Academy 

MS students 
are offered a 
‘classroom’

Drive-in entertainment a maybe at PAC
Humankind is living in a new 

world, the world of  Covid-19 Cha-
os, the 2020 version of  the Twilight 
Zone. Everyone misses gathering 
together to enjoy a meal, a church 

service, a concert or a play. 
Now, the Highlands Perform-

ing Arts Center has an idea to fix 
all that … a drive-in theater. 

“This would enable us to 

show the National Theatre of  
London encore productions, 
Great Art on Screen documenta-
ries, movies from the Playhouse, 

By Brittney Lofthouse
When schools in North 

Carolina begin next week, nearly 1 
million students will be starting the 
school year completely remotely. 

Whi le  Nor th Carol ina 
Governor Roy Cooper announced 
in July schools could operate 
under Plan B – which allowed for 
in-person instruction, he also said 
that if  districts elected to choose 
Plan C – fully remotely – they 
could. 

In total, more than 800,000 
of  the 1.4 million public education 
students attending district schools 
will start without in-person 
instruction. 

Looking at WNC schools in 
the same 2A conference as Macon 
County Schools, Macon County 

In-person teachers to do 
double duty

MC Schools 
Virtual 

Academy to 
start Aug. 24
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The Highlands Newspaper office at 
256 Oak Street is temporarily closed. We 
are going through some renovations and 
updates, and plan to be back open in a a 
few weeks with new and improved facili-
ties.

In the meantime, we are working out 
of  our home office. To contact us – as al-
ways – please email highlandseditor@aol.
com or call 828-200-1371.

•Notice•

I’ve had a bird problem.  It 
started last summer when 
I went to fire my large gas 

kiln.
After loading the kiln, I 

turned to access a small shed 
where I keep some 75 firebrick 
that make up the door to the 
kiln. The bricks are stacked to 
enclose the kiln opening before 
firing. 

As I began the stacking 
process, I realized I had failed 
to close the doors to the shed 
since the last firing.  And there I spotted 
the problem, in the upper shelf  where I 
store gloves, insulation and other materials 
related to the process.a Carolina Wren had 
built a nest and was staring me in the face 
as if  to say, ‘what are you doing here, can’t 
you see I’m busy?’

We found an accommodation. The 
bird parents raised their baby birds as I 
would carefully retrieve my firebricks to fire 
my kiln serval times in their process.  After 
the birds flew the coop, I  remembered to 
keep the shed doors closed.

It wasn’t over.  About a month ago 
I was working in my studio making cof-

fee mugs. The front door was 
open and a Carolina Wren flew 
in, probably the same bird.  I 
stopped my work and helped the 
bird find its way out.  I did that a 
couple of  times.  Later in the af-
ternoon I returned to the studio 
to find the bird had brought in 
twigs, leaves and even moss and 
placed them in plies on a shelf  
next to my electric kiln.  The 
shelf  is just inside the studio 
door.

I grabbed the mess they 
were making and threw it outside and shout-
ed to the birds to go away. I thought that was 
the end of  it.  I didn’t return to my studio for 
a couple of  days, but when I did, I discov-
ered a beautiful domed nest in a plastic box 
of  supplies.  

I realized then that I was an unwilling 
participant of  another Carolina Wren breed-
ing and hatching season.  Sure enough a 
couple of  days later, the Wren was sitting on 
the nest looking at me as if  to say, ‘go about 
your business and I will do mine.’

She sat there for days as I gingerly came 
and went from my studio.  Then one evening 
I saw three fuzzy, big yellow-beaked chicks 
in the nest staring at me as if  I were a parent 
bringing them food.  

For about a week, if  I was working in 
my studio, the Wrens would make a fuss-
ing noise outside my front door when they 
wanted to feed their babies. I would stop my 
work and go to the back room where she 
could not see me. It took a moment for her 
to feed her chicks, and then I could return 
to work.

One afternoon this past week I was 

The importance of co-existing
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Serving Lunch and Dinner Year-Round.
Gourmet Foods, Full Service Bar
Town Square at 343-D Main St. • Highlands

828-526-4035

Open inside
and

Outside

•Highlands Area Dining Directory•

828-526-2338

...on the Verandah 
Restaurant

on Lake Sequoyah
www.ontheverandah.com

US 64 west • Highlands

Open 4p-8p
7 days a week

Inside, 
limited seating
& Take-out 

Tues. - Sun.
Dinner starts at

5:30 p.m.
Take-out & curbside 

delivery, too

Lunch: 11a-4p
Dinner: 5:30p- until

CASUAL DINING IN A 
HISTORIC 1924 LOG CABIN 

_MENUS PRINTED DAIL1-

Dinner Nightly 5:00 PM 
Monday-Saturday 

Lunch 12:00 PM - 2:30 PM 
Tuesday - Saturday

Join us for 
Lunch & Dinner

130 Log Cabin Lane
828-526-5777

(Closed Wednesday)

474 Main street 
828.526.3807 
wolf gangs.net 

American cuisine with a 
Creole twist and a 

German flair!

Serving 6 days a week
(Closed Tuesdays)

Bistro 4p
Dining Room 5:30p

Please call for reservations

Gift certificates now online 

Taste the difference. Always fresh.

CHOICE OF SMOKED MEATS 
CHOPPED PORK (OR)       

CHOPPED SMOKED CHICKEN 
CHOPPED PRIME BRISKET

CHOICE OF 2 PINTS OR 2 QUARTS PROUD SIDES 
SMOKEHOUSE BEANS, VINEGAR SLAW, SEASONED 

COLLARDS, BRUNSWICK STEW 

$29.99 - $36.99 FOR 4
$59.99 - $73.99 FOR  8 

RESERVE YOUR LABOR DAY EATS NOW! 
WE SMOKE ALL OUR MEATS FRESH SO LIMITED 

QUANTITIES AVAILABLE.
LAST DAY TO PRE-ORDER IS SATURDAY, SEPT. 5th

CALL: 828.526.3554

SERVED WITH HUSH PUPPIES, HSH SAUCE, 
FRESH TEA & COOKIES



Open Daily except Wednesday

Asia House
Japanese • Asian• Thai Cuisine

828-787-1680 or 828-787-1900
151 Helen’s Barn Avenue

Temporary Hours
12-9p 

Open for Take-out ONLY
Please order ahead

In-town delivery available
(min. delivery order $50)

•Area Dining Directory• 
Highlands Newspaper - Thurs., Aug. 13, 2020 - 828-200-1371 - Page 5

• See LETTERS page 7

OPEN 
Tuesday - Sunday 

9am -3pm
Inside/Outside/To Go 

Good cookin’ & bringing 
people together 

Thank for Your Support!
18 Chestnut Square | Cashiers

828-743-0190

Cafe

WeCaterHighlands.com
828-526-8847

470 Oak St adjacent to the Park in Downtown Highlands

Courtya
rd

& Catering

Fressers

ChowNow.com 
WeCaterHighlands.com

Daily Specials on Instagram and Facebook

EASY online ordering:

Curbside Pick Up

Paoletti
828.526.4906

www.paolettis.com

EXCEPTIONAL WINES 
CRAFT COCKTAILS

SERVING DINNER/BAR FROM 5PM 
EVERY EVENING

Main Street Highlands Since 1984

Now open!
We look forward to serving you.

Please call for reservations!

•Letters• 
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STAY HOME • HIRE A CHEF 
- -- - - - - - - - - - --

Pinner Par/us 
ramiuf 6ratlterings 
FROM 2 - 50 PEOPLE 

• Relax - Enjoy your Family and Friends
• Let Me Do The Shopping, Cooking and 

Clean-up!
• Personalized Menus - Black Tie to BBQ 

Seafood Boils and Luaus
• Serv-Safe Certified

SANITARY AND RESPONSIBLE 

828-743-3145 I 561-345-0652

)Vi
GUARANTEED 

 llr111r1ous & ntt1t1°1 $ 

Dear Editor,
With all due respect to Danny Crane, his letter in the 

Aug. 6 edition may have been the most ridiculous thing I 
have seen published in this newspaper. His examples of  
individuals who can’t wear masks are so far-fetched that 
his point (if  he has one) is obscured by them.

Certainly, accosting strangers to harangue them for 
wearing or not wearing a mask is not appropriate. But to 
say that there is no evidence that masks curtail the spread 
of  any disease is just hogwash. Perhaps the next time Mr. 
Crane has surgery it would be OK for his surgeon to es-
chew a mask and cough and sneeze all over his open inci-
sion.

Masks protect us from people who are infected by 
stopping the virus from getting past the mask. Can it be 
any simpler than that?

Mr. Crane appears to be someone who feels it is 
his right as an American to not wear a mask. I’ll bet he 
doesn’t feel quite as charitable toward folks who feel it is 
their right as Americans to burn the Flag or kneel during 
the National Anthem.in 

You seem to be a Patriot Mr. Crane, so act like one 
and wear a mask.

Jim Dyal
Highlands, NC

Crane’s diatrabe is just too 
much to stomach

1 Chicken Quartered2 Ears of corn on the cob Fresh broccoli Chocolate Buttermilk Pie $22.95 We prepare-you cook and heat 
Call to reserve 828-526-2762 

August 14th-15th
Weekend Special

visit highlandsburritos.com

Mon - Sat   11am-4pm
Closed Sundays

Online Ordering Available and
NOW SERVING MARGARITAS!
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' 'When I take the Census, 
I'm making sure that I'm 
counted and that I make a 

' difference for my community.

In less than 10 minutes, 
I can impact 

V my representation in Congress,

""' 
V 

/-funding for our roads, schools,
emergency services, housing, senior
services, and youth programs,

F
'/ 
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nd 
my 

job opport
community. 
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• See LETTERS page 16
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The LOU CABIN 1924 
c/1-:. 9-h la. H. cl A. , .NC. 
130 Log Cabin Lone 

828 526-5777 

NOW OPEN 
FOR LUNCH! 
TIJESD JlY • SllTIJRD JlY 

12 PM-3 PM 
OUTDOOR SEATING-WEATHER PERMITTING 

The Log Cabin offers casual dining in 
a 1924 Joe Webb cabin. 

Featuring fresh seafood, steaks and 
comfortable Italian. 

Menus printed daily based on fresh, 
local & seasonal ingredients. 

Unique dining experience with three 
fireplaces, outdoor seating and 

private dining. 

Tms WEEK'S LIJNCH MENIJ 
Gruyere GRILLED CHEESE & 

San Marzano TOMATO BASIL SOUP 

AMERICAN WAGYU CHEESEBURGER 
USDA Prime Snake River Farms Utah Beef 

Heritage Farms CUBAN SANDWICH 

Joyce Farms CHICKEN PARMESAN SANDWICH 

Caribbean Spiced PULLED PORK SANDWICH 
Heritage Farms Cheshire Pork 

Grilled Joyce Farms Chicken CAESAR SALAD 

House Smoked CAROLINA MOUNTAIN 
TROUT with Spinach, Cantaloupe & Balsamic 

The PITTSBURGH STEAKHOUSE SALAD 
6 oz. Certified Angus New York Strip 

Crispy Gulf Stream WAHOO FISH TACOS 

Grilled Maine LOBSTER QUESADILLA 

Gulf Coast FRIED OYSTER PO'BOY 

Traditional Italian GNOCCHI BOLOGNESE 
tomato meat sauce potato pasta dumplings 

Seasonal Vegetable PASTA PRIMAVERA 

VIEW CIJRRENT MENIJS ONLINE 

130 Log Cabin Lone- 828 526-5777 
WWW .LogCobinHighlonds.COM

...LETTERS continued 
from page 5

Suicides In America
Dear Editor,

Suicides in America are at an all-time 
high. For the first time in the middle-age 
group, it’s growing faster in women than it 
is in men. In the 10 to 24 old’s, it is the 2nd 
leading cause of  death. There is an average 
of  22 suicides a day by military veterans. 
120 suicides a day are caused by prescrip-
tion drugs - pain pills, OxyContin.

Suicides are directly related to depres-
sion which is also growing in America. It 
may be drug and alcohol addiction. It may 
be a divorce, financial problems, young peo-
ple being bullied at school. It has also been 
proven the more a young person is on so-
cial media; their I-phone or I-pad, the more 
likely they are to develop depression. They 
may have 2000 thousand friends on Face-
book and not one friend that they have a 
personal relationship. We were made for re-
lationships. Our happiness is directly related 
to our relationships with others.

Coddling kids today is not working. It’s 
the “don’t do anything that may hurt their 
self-esteem.” Everyone gets a trophy for 
participating. We don’t let little Johnny fall 
where he can learn take the hard knocks and 
keep going. 30% of  the kids entering college 
today are already on prescription medicine. 
They are so fragile any little thing can cause 
them to drop by the wayside. This is also a 
cause of  depression. Too many kids don’t 
have the satisfaction of  knowing they can 
do it on their own. We need to let them fall 
down where they can learn to get up.

This is why I want to share with you the 
“power of  gratitude.” The positive psychol-
ogy movement has recognized gratitude as 
the most important strength and virtue that 
enables a person to live well. It has the high-
est connection to mental health and happi-
ness. As long ago as 70 BC, Rome’s greatest 
orator and statesman, Cicero said, “Grati-
tude is the greatest of  all virtues. It unlocks 
the fullness of  life.”

It is impossible to feel grateful and de-
pressed at the same time. Over 200 suicidal 
patients with severe depression problems 
were asked to write down everything they 
were grateful for. The results were amazing. 
As many as 90% had positive improvement 
and many are living a positive life today. It 
has also been scientifically proven to be 
effective in treating people with addiction 
problems and mental problems.
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Designer 4 bedroom, 5 bath home with a golf course view. 
Offered for $1,695,000 Contact Andrea Gabbard 828-200-6742

 Andrea Gabbard
c 828.200.6742  o 828.526.8300 
AndreaGabbard@gmail.com

Highlands CC

Andrea is  top 12% 
Real Estate Brokers in 2019. 

Highlands Sotheby’s International Realty is 
the top selling firm in Highlands  

since 2013  as per HCMLS Navica.   

The Best of Times…the Worst of Times

The world, as we know it, has 
changed significantly, as we all are 
aware. With the pandemic, protest-

ers, (peaceful and otherwise), a dust storm 
from Africa, killer hornets, and now an 
earthquake  - this past weekend felt here 
in Highlands - makes one wonder what the 
heck is going on in this odd year of  2020! 

Hatred and division seem rampant, 

kids are no longer allowed in schools, social 
gatherings of  friends and families are lim-
ited, churches are closed to worshipers who 
are trying to make sense of  it all, gyms are 
closed so stress relief  is limited, businesses 
are failing, and residents in cities are going 
to bed at night to the sounds of  gunshots in 
neighborhoods that were deemed safe only 
a few months ago. This does paint a bleak 

picture filled with uncer-
tainty and strife. 

What does this have 
to do with real estate and 
specifically our plateau? 
Everything!  

We have transitioned 
from a stagnant buyer’s 
market in March to a 
booming seller’s market 
now.  When a good prop-
erty becomes available in 
our MLS it is under con-
tract that day or the next, 
sometimes with multiple 
offers placed on it. We have 
never seen such a surge of  
people wanting to escape 
high-density areas, protes-
tors and out of  control situations. Hence, 
the surge in sales in our area. We went from 
753 active listings on January 1, 2020 with 
average days on market being 399 to 486 ac-
tive homes as of  August 10, 2020.

Buyers realize what a great small town 
we are with gorgeous scenery, friendly peo-
ple, great restaurants and shopping, and we 
seem to be a safe haven away from stress.  

Pat Allen, BIC
Pat Allen Realty Group

Cell: 828-200-9179 

Lifestyle and peace of  
mind matters now more 
than ever. 

If  you are consider-
ing selling your property, 
there has never been a 
better time than now to 
do so.  We are inundated 
with calls, emails, and 
masked buyers stopping 
by. If  you need to make 
a life-change we are here 
to help.

• Pat Allen is owner of  
Pat Allen Realty Group and 
a Certified Luxury Home 
Marketing Specialist and is 
also certified in Resort and 
Second home properties.  Her 

firm was recently selected as a Leading Real Es-
tate Company of  the World.  She is consistently 
a top producer and award-winning broker on the 
plateau. Visit her on the web at Pat Allen Realty 
Group.com, call 828-526-8784, or 828-200-
9179. The office is conveniently located at 295 
Dillard Road with a second location at 5121 
Cashiers Road at the entrance to Wildcat Cliffs 
Country Club.

•Investing at 4,118 ft.•

S u m m e r 
S A L E
25% off

25% off  all cleaning and repairs
The name that you have trusted for the last 35 years.

The residents and staff  at 
Highlands local skilled nursing care 
facility, the Eckerd Living Center, 
need help!

Due to COVID-19 restric-
tions and the fact that the Eckerd 
Living Center is a skilled nursing 
care facility and not an Assisted 
Living Center, the residents cannot 
leave the complex, nor can family 
members visit even if  they are six 
feet apart in the garden.

The residents are sad, con-
fused, frustrated and bored and 
the staff  is doing everything it can 
think of  to help.

For one thing, since most 
activities, including dining, are re-
stricted, residents are spending 
most of  their time in their rooms. 
Consequently, there are residents 

who could really use a television to 
break up the monotony and keep 
them connected to the outside 
world – even if  just though game 
shows and Lifetime movies. 

The facility provides cable 
service, but residents provide their 
own TV. Any flat screen TVs that 
can be donated would be greatly 
appreciated.

Also, residents and staff  are 
always are thrilled to get extra 
garden items and of  course sweet 
treats, baked goods and pizza as 
well as prepared subs, bagels and 
cream cheese, cakes, cookies – any-
thing that speaks of  non-institu-
tional food.

However, any food items 
brought to the facility must be pre-
pared in a commercial kitchen, as 

evidenced by the packaging. No 
home-cooked meals or goodies 
can be accepted.

To provide a lunch, please put 
the resident’s name on it and take 
it to the center by 11:30 a.m. To 
provide a dinner, do the same, but 
make sure it’s there by 4:30 p.m.

There isn’t a place to store the 
food, so please bring it the day it’s 
meant for and close to the lunch 
or dinner times indicated.

The Eckerd Living Center is 
located adjacent to the Highlands 
Cashiers Hospital on US 64 east 
between Highlands and Cashiers.

Drop off  times for non-per-
ishable items can be 7am-6pm. 
TVs can’t be larger than 37 inches 
and 40 lbs.

– Kim Lewicki

Community asked to step up for 
Eckerd Living Center residents 
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Located in the prestigious Big Bear Pen area In-
town in Highlands, this stately yet elegant home 
was built with attention to every detail. Solid 
construction is prevalent throughout and custom 
accents are notable in every direction. 

Offered for $1,250,000. MLS 91885

Surreal, majestic, panoramic mountain views 
await you at the crest of this breathtaking +/-16 
acre property. Build an estate home or develop the 
land w/mountain cottages. A 60-gallon/minute 
well & underground utilities ease development 
angst. Seller is licensed NC real estate broker. 

Offered for $575,000. MLS 90278

Julie Osborn, 
SFR, SRES, MBA
Broker-in-Charge

Wildcat CCC
5121 Cashiers Rd, Highlands

Come Enjoy the Good Life!

Each bedroom of this 4-bedroom lakefront home 
has its own bathroom, plus two half baths. 
Designed to allow for privacy on multiple levels, 
this home is on the market for the first time since 
being custom constructed in 2008. A large den, 
informal dining room and kitchen, comprise the 
first floor. The second floor has a great room and 
game/dining room as well as the first master suite. 

Offered for $995,000. MLS 91068

Fantastic opportunity to own a building in a 
PRIME section of Main Street, known as Nancy’s 
Fancy’s & The Exchange! The building runs front 
to back on Main and Oak Street with a courtyard 
flower garden and a side deck. There is an 
apartment upstairs-now used to store clothes-and 
an apartment is where the Exchange Men’s Store 
is in the rear. The possibilities are great!

Offered for $1,800,000. MLS 94303

Dramatic mountain views abound from every 
direction & room from this one level beautiful home! 
Gaze at the North GA mountains from the kitchen & 
enjoy views of the NC and TN mountains from the 
decks. Large decks showcase layered mountain views 
with a separate and shaded dining area. The open 
floor plan enables gatherings by the stone fireplace 
while the updated kitchen with an island makes 
entertaining fun! 

Offered for $549,900. MLS 94266

Sometimes a home is so unique it becomes a piece 
of art! This architecturally significant Jim Fox home 
is a classic with angles & windows that frame the 
mountain view & lovely grounds & gardens below. 
An open floor plan allows gatherings in front of the 
massive fireplace, dining next to a cascading wall 
of windows & light while the “chef” in the kitchen 
preps or the host makes cocktails at the wet bar in 
the large great room. Located within the gates of 
Wildcat Ridge with beautiful homes! 

Offered for $1,999,000. MLS 94257
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Covering the Plateau

Located behind the gate of Highlands Cove at Old 
Edwards Club! 778 Highlands Cove Drive is a charm-
ing English Garden Cottage. This cottage offers an 
open concept floor plan with cathedral post and beam 
ceilings, wood floors, stacked stone fireplace, chef’s 
kitchen, and a family room. Master on the main level. 
Long range mountain view of Chimney Rock The ter-
race level offers two ensuite oversized bedrooms and 
family room all with access to the terrace level deck. 
Membership to Old Edwards Club is not mandatory. 
Membership is subject to acceptance. Membership is 
not being sold with this home. 

$1,180,000 • MLS#93424

This is an easy to build on lot, as it gradually slopes up to 
a large flat building envelope. Buyer has the opportunity 
to customize their back deck to take full advantage of 
the view of the 12th fairway/green on the Old Edwards 
Club Golf Course! The property line has a soft running 
stream which only enhances the charm of the lot. There 
is a possible winter view of Shortoff Mountain. Great lo-
cation within Old Edwards Club @ Highlands Cove as it 
will have great access the club house at OEC and Glen 
Cove amenities. Location of Highlands Cove is 6 miles 
from downtown Highlands and 4 miles from Cashiers 
Crossroads. 

$225,000 • MLS# 91423

This large lot offers long range layered mountain 
views and a view of the Glen Cove’s par three golf 
course, The Saddle. David Bock Builders has a perfect 
floor plan for this lot. It offers a master on the main 
and porches which take in the amazing view. Terrace 
level with family room and guest bedrooms. As part 
of a planned community, Highlands Cove at Old Ed-
wards Club offer 24/7 manned gate; high-speed inter-
net; paved road; private water and sewer. Membership 
to Old Edwards Club and Glen Cove is not required. 
Membership is not included but may be applied for 
directly at OEC. 

$395,000 • MLS#93731

This 4.5+ acres is located on a quiet cove and offers 
amazing views of Lake Glenville and the Great Smoky 
Mountains. A 20-foot deeded lake access is sold with 
the lot and walking distance. Large building envelope 
in the center for privacy and views. The estate size lot 
located off of North Norton, not far from Highlands, 
Cashiers, the front gates of Trillium, Mountain Top, 
Old Edwards Club and Glen Cove. 

$315,000 • MLS #93741

Located inside the gated community of Cullasaja Club, 
this lot offer long range layered view. Cullasaja Club 72 
par Arnold Palmer Designed golf course integrates the 
natural beauty of the land, Lake Ravenel and the Culla-
saja River with challenging play. The community caters 
to the high energy of its members with a variety of activi-
ties, tennis, croquet, fitness class, lap pool and workout 
facilities. Home ownership is made easy with the HOA 
Resident Services program. For those who work from 
home Cullasaja offers high speed internet. Come take a 
look today! 

$388,000 • MLS#93477

This cute 3-story home lives much larger than its two 
bedrooms. Hard wood floors & tongue and grove ceil-
ings only add to the charm of this home. There is a 
screen porch, covered sitting porch, a light filled entry 
sunroom, wood-burning stove, patio, 3 bathrooms and 
loft. For those who are looking for a home with rental 
potential, this home is a must see. 

$450,000 • MLS#93074

404-427-2448Darlene Conley, ABR,SRS, CHMLS
Broker
darlene@patallenrealtygroup.com

Old Edwards Club Old Edwards Club Old Edwards Club

Lake Glenville Cullasaja Club Scaly Mountain
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• See INK PENN page 16

Chestnut Hill, 
a residential retirement community on a quiet 
mountain top in Highlands, NC, has spacious 
Independent and Assisted Living Apartments.

It is a full-service, Medicaid Certified community. 

For further information call Linda Tiffany at 
828-526-5251 or 904-514-4896
www.chestnuthillofhighlands.com

Kathy Manos Penn

•Ink Penn•
All About Books

 Elizabeth Locke draws on a lifelong fascination with the antique 
jewelry of the Etruscans, Greeks and Romans as she creates her 

own neo-classical hand-made 19k gold jewelry.

212 South 4th Street | 828-787-1877                                                                                          
Visit OldEdwardsHospitality.com/Acorns 
to View Trunk Show Schedule 

The books in my books—part two

My cozy mysteries al-
ways include a book 
club meeting where 

the group discusses a book I’ve 
read and enjoyed. That’s right, I 
don’t use a book for that scene 
unless I’ve read it first. I’m not 
quite that strict about the other 
books or characters I mention 
along the way. I’ve read plenty 
of  the titles that come up, but 
not all of  them.

Take my first book, where 
the final scene is a dinner party a la an Ag-
atha Christie mystery. Leta, my main char-
acter, asks her guests to come dressed as 
their favorite mystery character. Barring 
that, she says they can come in fancy dress. 
All of  her friends oblige and show up in 
costume—some more elaborate than oth-
ers. I hope you have your pen and paper 
at the ready. You may want to add a few 
books to your TBR list.

Leta decides to come as Tuppence 
from Agatha Christie’s Tommy & Tuppence 
mysteries. For that, all she requires is a long 
velvet dress with a 1920s look, and for 
fun, she adds a fascinator. I did finally read 
“The Secret Adversary,” the first in that se-
ries, and recently I watched the BBC movie 
of  the book. I’ve yet to read an Agatha 
Raisin mystery, even though another guest 
comes dressed as that character created by 
M.C. Beaton. Again, that costume is pretty 
easy—just a fancy evening dress. 

The owner of  the village tearoom 
comes as Hercule Poirot, complete with 
the signature mustache—a slightly more 
elaborate outfit. I’ve seen plenty of  Poirot 
shows on TV and at the movies and have 
two of  the books on hand, but have yet to 
read either. Next comes a guest attired as 
Dr. Ruth Galloway, the forensic archaeolo-
gist in Elly Griffith’s mystery series. With 
her white lab coat and few well placed skel-
etal bones, she’s a hit. Those books I have 
read.

As she refers to herself  as Miss Mar-
ple, it was only fitting for Belle, the octoge-
narian in the group, to come dressed a bit 
frumpily complete with knitting needles. 
Again, another series I’ve seen on TV but 
haven’t read. We’ve seen so many that my 
husband and I debate which actress plays 

the best Miss Marple. 
Joanne Fluke’s Hannah Sw-

ensen series comes to life when 
a mother and daughter duo ar-
rives—one dressed as the chef  
brandishing a rolling pin; the 
other outfitted as Swensen’s cat 
Moishe. I must admit I attempt-
ed to read the first in the series 
and couldn’t get into it.

 Laughter erupts when the 
next guest arrives in a rumpled 
raincoat. And, yes, I watched 

Columbo on Sunday nights. Didn’t you? 
The most elaborate costume prize goes to 
a neighbor dressed as Sherlock because she 
adds a fake nose. Her husband comes as 
Dr. Watson. I’ve read tons of  more mod-
ern Sherlock Holmes pastiches, like those 
by Anthony Horowitz, but I’m not sure 
I’ve ever read the original. As you probably 
have, I’ve seen plenty of  movies, dating 
back to those in black and white plus today’s 
livelier versions. 

It strikes me as I write this list that 
most of  the characters are British, except 
for Hannah Swensen who lives in Minneso-
ta and Columbo. The local yoga instructor 
comes as the only other American—Nancy 
Drew. 

So, there you have it, another slate of  
mysteries you may want to add to your list. 
If  not, rest assured, I have more to share 

526-5999
Located at 680 N. 4th. St., Highlands

Carrying a wide variety of  
natural products for your  

Mind, Body & Home.
Open Mon.-Sat. 9a to 5:30p

Organic Fresh Juices & Smoothies  
and Salads “On the Go!”
Open Mon.-Sat. 9a to 5p
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...DRIVE-IN continued from page 1

~ Home Decor 
~ Gifts 

~ Jewelry

468 Carolina Way 
Highlands

(Between N. 4th & N. 5th)
828-526-3909

Yard Art Open 
for outside pickup & delivery

COREY JAMES GALLERY
& Estate Consignments

(828) 526-4818
On the corner of 3rd & Spring

364 Main Street • Highlands • 828-526-9415

– Established 1993 –

Come Shop 
our Huge 

LEGO 
Offerings!

special pre-recorded live pop concerts (that 
aren’t available on the internet), church ser-
vices, open mic night, children’s storytell-
ing events, lectures and so much more, all 
viewed safely from your car,” said PAC exec-
utive director Mary Adair Trumbly. “We may 
also partner with our fabulous restaurants to 
offer ‘Dinner and a Movie.’”

The concept involves a portable and in-
flatable screen that just takes a short time to 
set up and take down, which means it’s also 
ideal for transporting to other locations, said 
Trumbly.  The sound system works through 
the car radio or a cell phone. 

“Our research has shown, we could 
start at dusk, with viewing getting better as 
the sun goes down. For better viewing, the 
screen would be elevated on a stage of  sorts 

This is a drone shot of a similar set-up at Western Carolina University.

which could become a place for outdoor 
lectures, church services, storytelling and 
open mic nights,” she said. 

All PAC needs is the equipment – 
the screen, projection equipment, and the 
sound system.

PAC stands to lose $92,000 this year 
due to COVID-19 restrictions so it is 
looking for $25,000 in donations to make 
“Parking at the PAC” a reality. 

“This will be something that can be 
used now and far into the future,” said 
Trumbly. 

Log onto www.highlandspac.org to 
take a survey. Or email HighlandsPACnc@
gmail.com to let them know  if  you like the 
idea … or if  you want to make a donation!

– Kim Lewicki 

A Macon County resident diagnosed 
with COVID-19 has died. The person was 
over the age of  65 and had underlying 
health conditions. To protect the family´s 
privacy, no further information will be re-
leased about this patient.

“The family and loved ones of  this 
individual are in our thoughts and prayers. 
As we head back to school, please con-
tinue to practice the 3Ws and be mindful 
of  those that are higher risk,” stated Kathy 
McGaha, Macon County Health Director.

Mrs. McGaha continued, “We can 
make a difference by wearing a mask, wash-
ing your hands, and staying 6 feet from 

Macon County Reports Fourth Death 
Related to COVID-19

others. Continue to practice social distanc-
ing and limit your trips outside your home 
to help to slow the spread of  COVID-19.”

As of  8:30 a.m., Aug. 11, there are 38 
lab-confirmed COVID positive inpatients in 
Mission Health hospitals; 33 are at Mission 
Hospital; 1 at Highlands-Cashiers Hospital; 
4 at Mission Hospital McDowell.

As of  press time there are 481 COVID 
cases in Macon County; 69 in Highlands.

The Health Dept. also said there have 
been 26 positives that aren’t included in the 
county’s total of  positive cases because they 
are not permanent residences of  the county.
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Highlands Aerial Park 
Open Daily

with increased Covid19 protocol for staff & guests.

Guided UTV Tours of our park’s 95 acres adjoining 100,000 acres of NFS. 
Tour features: 

Forest and meadows, waterfalls and long range views, flora, fauna, 
and climate influences, and a 400-year history of our area. 

NEW THIS YEAR: 

G o  t o  H i g h l a n d s a e r i a l p a r k . c o m 
for details and to book your 

reservation for:
• Zipline Canopy Tours

• Family Challenge Course
• Giant Swing

• Dual 40’ Tree Climb
• Complimentary Nature Trails

•Word Matter•

(828) 382-8884 
1625 Dillard Rd • Scaly Mountain, NC
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Bud Katz

Upstairs and Across the Walkway at 
“Falls on Main” Highlands

Open at 9a Tues.-Sat. • 828-526-3939

Owner/Stylist: Lacy Jane Villardo
Stylists: Heahter Escandon

Maggie Barden, Bri Field, Desiray Schmitt 
and Cali Smolarsky

Nail Tech: Jenna Schmitt
Massage Therapist: Brenda Lopez

Hair • Nails • Waxing • Tanning • Facials
Massages • Eyelash Extensions 

Walk-ins Welcome!

On Divisiveness

People wonder; heck, I 
often find myself  won-
dering, why are we so 

divided as a nation?
I understand how we can 

be seduced by lies, and prom-
ises that appeal to our fears, 
prejudices and misunderstand-
ings. But so many of  us seem 
at peace with the divisions in 
our society, even when those 
divisions result in our own 
pain and frustration.

Our nation was born in 
a state of  internal conflict. A sizable con-
tingent of  colonial monarchists opposed 
the American revolution and collaborated 
with the British against the Continental 
army. We sometimes forget, in addition 
to the British, against whom we fought 
the American revolution and the War of  
1812, that France, Spain and Mexico all laid 
claim to the rich abundance of  large swaths 
of  North America. We either bought or 
fought our way through those claims.

There have always been conflicts be-
tween the American north and south, be-
tween expansionist settlers and native in-
digenous tribes, between so-called coastal 
cities and rural enclaves. We’re a big, clunky 
place with hundreds of  millions of  people 
all trying to figure out the best way to make 
it through an increasingly complicated ex-
istence. 

Almost the entire 19th century saw the 
United States in conflict with outside forces 
and, of  course, with itself. Both we – the 
American people – and our elected leaders 
struggled with the relative newness of  our 
founders’ vision and the entrenched ideas 
of  everyone who came to America from 
someplace else. 

That, by the way, is something we 
seem to conveniently forget; we ALL came 
here from someplace else. Some of  us just 
arrived earlier than others.

In the mid-19th century, when we 
could no longer sustain the slave-based 
economy necessary for the economic sur-
vival of  America’s southern states, we 
fought it out at enormous cost in both hu-
man life and treasure. The American Civil 
War was the bloodiest in our history and 
the last shooting war fought on American 
soil. It’s hard to believe that more than a 
century and a half  later, we’re still not able, 
perhaps not willing, to resolve our baked-

in and deeply conflicted ideas 
about race, and gender.

Politics flourishes by 
fomenting conflict among 
different constituencies of  
Americans. The parties thrive 
on dividing the American peo-
ple into some notion of  ‘us 
and them,’ blocks of  red and 
blue, conservative and liberal. 
Rich and poor? Yeah, that, too. 
They deliberately and dishon-
estly stoke fires of  fear, anger 
and misunderstanding among 

Americans who, again, in my opinion, have 
more in common than confrontational 
campaigns might suggest.

Many of  us cherish the notion that 
America is special, exceptional, if  you will, 
and that we’re not only capable of  going it 
alone in the world, but that we’d be better 
off  without, as George Washington put it 
in his farewell address, ‘foreign entangle-
ments.’ We might be able to sustain that 
idea for a while, but American businesses 
need marketplaces beyond our borders. We 
want goods at low prices, and surprisingly, 
almost ninety percent of  us would love to 
travel to foreign lands if  we had the re-
sources to do so. 

Some of  us are capable of  engaging 
with people who don’t think or believe as 
we do on every subject or issue. We can 
find common ground, agree to disagree, 
and maintain relationships that are actually 
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The Dry Sink • Main Street • Highlands, NC

Call 828-526-3783 
to schedule

Center for Plastic Surgery
209 Hospital Dr, Ste 202, Highlands

PlasticSurgeryToday.com

•Financial Matters•

Michael P Henderson, 
CFP® CKA®

Founder/Wealth Advisor
Certified Financial 

Planner™ practitioner

I just returned from five weeks at 
my family cabin in Highlands. 
It was a great time of  rest in 

my favorite town. Fortunately, I 
was also able to “work from home” 
while I was there. 

Despite my efforts to escape, 
we’re still in the middle of  a global 
pandemic. A large portion of  our 
economy is still closed and we’re 
in a global recession. We have the 
worst civil unrest since 1968, we’re 
3 months away from what is likely 
to be the most contentious Presi-
dential election in history, we have 
the lowest interest rates in history, 
we’ve added $3 trillion to our debt 
(with another 3 coming) and we’re 
increasingly be at odds with our 
greatest adversary - China. 
But the market, as represented 
by the S&P 500 is only 3% away 

from an all-time high!
I know this is cliché, but if  

you had told me last August that a 

Are we really recovering?
year later we would be 
where we are, I would 
have told you…well 
you can probably 
guess what I would 
have said.

Our economy in 
the U.S. just shrank 
in the 2nd quarter 
by about 8% in real 
terms. Many analysts, 
like Goldman Sachs 
for example, were 
predicting this type 
of  massive reduction. 
They are now fore-
casting a 6% increase 
for the 3rd quarter. 
This would be the largest single 
quarter increase in GDP (Gross 
Domestic Product) ever. 

But, will this hold true? 
Answer - it better.

We know the market tends to 
look 6 – 18 months ahead and If  
it’s right, the economy will recover 
much sooner than some may be-
lieve. Right now, though, there’s no 
doubt the market has decoupled 
from the current economic reality 
and is betting the government will 
continue to provide the massive 
stimulus necessary to keep things 
afloat until we have a vaccine. 

However, there may be a limit 
to how long the money printing 

can go on. Normally, 
when individuals and 
corporations experi-
ence financial difficul-
ties, there is usually a 
progression of  things 
that happen. They usu-
ally spend down their 
cash reserves first. 
Once that’s gone, they 
turn to credit. Then, 
when the creditors are 
no longer willing to 
lend, they begin to sell 
assets. How long it will 
be before we as a na-
tion get to this point, 
I don’t know. Which 

asset do we sell first? California, 
New York? Alaska? 

While there is usually a limit 
to how much any individual and 
corporation can borrow to stay 
afloat, there are academics who 
believe we can borrow indefinitely 
because we can simply print more 
money to cover our debt pay-
ments. Keep in mind, Congress is 
already struggling to pass the sec-
ond round.

The market is also starting 
to predict inflation. Back in 2008, 
there were many people, includ-
ing me, who believed the Federal 
Reserve’s actions would lead to 
inflation. It didn’t. This time how-

ever, I believe it will. The money 
flooding the economy is going 
into the hands of  people who will 
spend it, creating a higher “veloc-
ity” of  money. We’re already see-
ing the signs of  this with the price 
of  gold soaring and the value of  
the dollar plummeting. We’ll see if  
that plays out over the long term.

Lastly, my heart goes out to 
those of  you who are struggling 
because of  pandemic. Unfor-
tunately, “30 days to flatten the 
curve” turned into 175+ (with 
more on the horizon). I know 
for many it’s a tough and uncer-
tain time. Even though there are 
future risks, I believe the govern-
ment did the right thing by help-
ing folks who needed it. But to 
truly recover, we must get to the 
point where we can live with the 
virus (with or without a vaccine) 
so the nation and the world can 
get back to work.

• The opinions expressed in this 
material are for general information only 
and are not intended to provide specific 
advice or recommendations for any indi-
vidual.

Securities offered through LPL 
Financial, Member FINRA/SIPC. 
Investment advice offered through Cross-
over Point Advisors, an SEC Regis-
tered Investment Advisor and separate 
entity from LPL Financial.

Golf  enthusiasts from near 
and far, now have a liaison when 
exploring home opportunities 
in the Western North Carolina 
mountains. Mountain Life Prop-
erties of  Landmark Realty Group 
has been designated by Florida 
based, Golf  Life Navigators 
(GLN,) as their sole Real Estate 
firm for golf  community referrals. 

Based in South Florida with 
an active presence across the U.S., 
GLN efficiently eases the pro-
cess of  determining the precise 
golf  and country club member-

Mountain Life Properties of Landmark Realty 
Group joins forces with Golf Life Navigators

ship choices for golfers looking 
to retire, relocate or engage in the 
“snowbird” life. Created in 2014 
by grass-root PGA Professionals, 
club managers and membership 
directors, GLN guides discerning 
golfers, club seekers and prop-
erty buyers through an in-depth 
analysis and insights befitting their 
unique lifestyle desires and bud-
gets. 

For consumers seeking 
homes in the Cashiers/Highlands 
market, they will now be able to 
utilize GLN’s ProGuide3 ques-

tionnaire to filter search multiple 
club communities and member-
ship options in the area. Once 
they receive their Best-Matched 
clubs, consumers can then take 
the next step by connecting with 
one of  Mountain Life Properties’ 
Golf  Certified Real Estate Agents 
to research homes for sale in and 
around their Best-Matches.

To learn more about Moun-
tain Life Properties of  Land-
markRG, please visit www.high-
landsandcashiers.com
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Fine Custom Jewelry 

Full Service Jeweler • Repairs • Restorations • Appraisals 

152 S. 2nd Street I Highlands, NC I 828-526-5858 
www.JannieBeanDesigns.com 

Social isolation can take a 
toll on emotional and physical 
well-being. To counteract the 
adverse effects of  spending too 
much time alone, it’s crucial to 
find ways to continue working, 
learning and exploring each day. 

The Center for Life Enrich-
ment is offering classes to help 
you use your Apple products. 

Our Apple instructor Lo-
raine Smith holds a BS in Finan-
cial Management from Clemson 
University and has 20 years of  
experience in technology instruc-
tion, focusing on the needs of  
seniors the past six years. 

An Apple Certified Business 
Partner, she will be teaching Pho-
to Editing for Apple Computers 
on Wednesday, August 19 from 
10:30-3:30.

 Have you ever wanted to 
create a coffee table book, calen-
dar or other items with photos? 
Do you need to organize your 
photos into albums? These are 

perfect projects keep busy during 
quarantine. You will learn how to 
“fix” your photos, including light, 
balance, color and cropping. Learn 
the 1/3 Rule on photography. 
Bring old photos and your iPhone 
or iPad so the generations to come 
will enjoy them. 

Cost is $75 for members/$85 
for non-members. Make sure have 
a charged device and your Apple 
passwords. 

Today many of  us are choos-
ing to spend more time at home 
due to the pandemic and are look-
ing for ways to handle our nec-
essary day to day chores while 
maintaining social distancing. Us-
ing technology can be beneficial 
in many ways. To stay on top of  
your health many use telehealth 
services—telecommunication 
technologies that deliver virtual 
medical, health and education ser-
vices. Social networking apps are 
great to help beat the loneliness 
and isolation. 

On Wednesday, August 26 Lo-
raine Smith will be back to teach 
the class Best Apps and Websites 
for Seniors from 10:30-3:30.  

Learn about apps that will 
help you stay sharp, focused, and 
connected to what’s important in 
your life. Bring a charged device 
and your Apple passwords. 

All computer classes are be-
ing held in the CLE lecture hall so 
that proper social distancing can be 
observed. Call 526-8811 to register 
or visit the CLE website at www.
clehighlands.com. 

Spaces are still available in 
CLE’s upcoming cooking and din-
ing events: Thursday, September 
17 join Chef  Andrew Figel at …
on the Verandah for Favorites 
Through the Years and Thursday, S

September 24  Enjoy A Delec-
table Afternoon at Lakeside: Cook-
ing Demo and Lunch. Cost for 
each event is $50 for members/$60 
for nonmembers. Call 526-8811 to 
register. 

Center for Life Enrichment offering classes

SUMMER&. CLASSICS
Outdoor Furniture for your Porch & Patio 

�SUMMER 
HOUSE 

SUMMER�- CLASSICS 
Outdoor Furniture 

SPECIAL SALE 

30!� 40!� 
STOCK ITEMS SPECIAL ORDERS 

NOW THROUGH SEPTEMBER 7™

White Glove Delivery Throughout The Southeast & Beyond 
SUNDAY 12 PM - 5 PMMONDAY - SATURDAY 9 AM  - 5 PM 2089 Dillard Road, Highlands I 2. miles from Main Street I 82.8•52.6•5577 I www.summerhousehighlands.com
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...JAWBREAKER continued from page 1

330 Main Street • Highlands • 828-482-1609

spiceandtea.com

Mandarin Spritz and Grapefruit Basil whisk you away
Despite the hefty bond and 

constant monitoring, Steele has 
managed to rack up a half  a dozen 
new charges since the 2018 arrest, 
always making bond a few hours 
later. After an August 3 arrest in 
Transylvania County, Steele’s luck 
may have finally run out.

Steele is one of  three lead-
ers of  a well-organized narcotics 
trafficking operation that was dis-
mantled in 2018. Operation JAW-
breaker – an acronym for the or-
ganization’s leaders, James Steele, 
Arthur Potts, and Wade Ennis, was 
the result of  months of  undercov-
er work and multiagency collabo-
ration that saw 25 arrests for drug 
trafficking across Western North 
Carolina and Northern Georgia. 

When Steele was arrested last 
week in Transylvania County for 
felony possession of  Metham-
phetamine and misdemeanor drug 
paraphernalia, he was also held on 
Failure to Appear charges from 
when he didn’t show up for his 
June court date in Macon Coun-
ty Superior Court. Because he 
skipped his last court date, Macon 
County District Attorney Ashley 
Welch has asked the courts to re-

voke his $1.5 million bond.
“Originally, we requested Mr. 

Steele’s bond be revoked in 2018 
because he continued to commit 
(alleged) crimes, and the judge did 
revoke it, next setting a $1.5 million 
bond,” said Welch. “Mr. Steele’s 
bondsman chose to post that bond 
and as of  June, Mr. Steele had ab-
sconded. Now we have a pending 
motion to have the latest bond re-
voked,” said Welch. 

Steele is scheduled to appear 
in court on his latest charges on 
August 27. 

Steele wasn’t the only mem-
ber of  JAWbreaker arrested last 

week in Transylvania County. 
Ennis was also booked into 

the detention center on felony 
charges of  possession of  meth-
amphetamine, however Ennis 
was able to make bond and is 
scheduled to appear in Transyl-
vania Court on August 27 and in 
Macon County on charges from 
Operation JAWbreaker in Febru-
ary 2021. 

According to Welch, the 
lengthy delay in a trial from the 
2018 in Macon County for Steele, 
Ennis and the third member of  
JAWbreaker Arthur Potts, who 
has also been arrested multiple 
times since 2018, is largely due to 
the defendants right to counsel. 

“The defendants have re-
quested continuances multiple 
times, changing defense attorneys 
in the process,” explained Welch. 
“Someone coming into the case 
cold has thousands and thousands 
of  pages of  discovery to digest.” 

In addition to the delay by 
changing legal counsel, Jury Tri-
als in Macon County are currently 
delayed due to COVID19 – which 
has prevented any case to be tried 
in front of  a jury since March. 

James Steele

working in the studio and heard a 
commotion and noticed the Wren 
parents and fuzzy chicks hopping 
and chirping around the studio. I 
knew the drill, I had to leave while 
the parents coaxed their young-
sters to fly away.  I left the studio 
for a day. When I returned, the 
nest was empty and the chicks had 
flown the coop.  I repossessed my 
studio.

This experience reminds 
me that we live in a beautiful, yet 
shared environment. Let’s not for-
get that our actions; building, cut-
ting trees, moving about, etc. do 
impact other living creatures.  This 
plateau is not just for us humans, 
it’s for all the marvelous plants 
and animals.  After all, that is what 
makes it so unique and special.

I will continue to keep my 
doors open.

enriched by our differences of  
opinion. Others can’t do this. By 
choice, they seek out comfortable 
bubbles filled with like-minded 
folks who tend to feed off  of  
the ideas and beliefs they share 
and the enemies they see ‘out 
there.’ There’s not much these 
bubble-dwellers care to consider 
that doesn’t conform with their 
worldview. Unfortunately, these 
are typically the loudest voices, 
the most self-righteous and un-
compromising among us. 

We are about to move into 
the last two months before we 
again get to participate in what 
we’re always told is the most im-

portant election in modern history. 
The only thing I know for sure is 
that while it may, in fact, be impor-
tant, it will definitely be highly con-
tentious and will be disappointing-
ly foul in terms of  the tone of  the 
discourse in the runup to the actual 
vote. The election process itself  
will be attacked, the candidates will 
both be on the attack, as will their 
surrogates, and we down here on 
the ground will be bruised and bat-
tered by the negative energy. 

It’s true; our nation was born 
into this kind of  divisiveness. Sad-
ly, it seems we are destined to re-
side within its confines for at least 
the foreseeable future. 

...WORD MATTER from page 13 ...MAYOR from 2
Focusing on gratitude will in-

crease your joy and passion in life, 
elevate your feelings of  self-worth, 
lift your mood, cut in half  your risk 
of  depression, reduce anxiety and 
stress, lower blood pressure, and 
increase overall better health.

Willie Nelson said, “When I 
started counting my blessings, my 
whole life turned around.”

Zig Ziglar, the great moti-
vational speaker and author said, 
“The greatest source of  happiness 
is the ability to be grateful at all 
times.”

Oprah Winfrey said, “Be 

thankful for what you have, you’ll 
end up having more. If  you con-
centrate on what you don’t have, 
you will never have enough.”

Gratitude is one of  the 
sweetest shortcuts to finding 
peace and happiness. It is one of  
the most medicinal emotions we 
can feel.

Keep a daily “Gratitude 
Journal.” Every day write down a 
few things that happened to you 
that day you are grateful for. It 
will change your life.

Kenny Youmans 
Highlands, NC

...LETTERS continued from page 7

...INK PENN continued from page 11
– many more. I haven’t even touched on the books in Book II in the 
series—and Book III goes on preorder in August!

• Author Kathy Manos Penn is a Georgia resident. Find her cozy mysteries on 
Amazon. Locally, “Lord Banjo the Royal Pooch” is available at Highlands Moun-
tain Paws. Contact her at inkpenn119@gmail.com, and follow her on Facebook, 
www.facebook.com/KathyManosPennAuthor/. 
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•Spiritually Speaking • Proverbs 3:5 • Places to Worship •
BLUE VALLEY BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Oliver Rice, Pastor (706) 782-3965

Sundays: School:10 a.m., Worship:11 
Sunday night services every 2nd & 4th Sunday at 7 

Wednesdays: Mid-week prayer meeting:7 p.m.
BUCK CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH

828-269-3546 • Rev. Jamie Passmore, Pastor
Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11 

CASHIERS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Rev. Wes Sharpe, Pastor 828-743-5298
Sundays: School at 9:30 Worship 10:30

Wednesday night Dinner and Service 5:30 
CHAPEL OF THE SKY

Sky Valley, GA • 706-746-2999 
Sundays: 10 a.m.:Worship 

Holy Communion 1st & 3rd Sundays 
CHRIST ANGLICAN CHURCH 

Rector: Jim Murphy, 252-671-4011 
464 US Hwy 64 east, Cashiers 

9:30a Early Service; 11a Worship Service; 
CHRIST CHURCH OF THE VALLEY, CASHIERS

Pastor Brent Metcalf • 743-5470
Sun.10:45am, S.S 9:30am. Wed. 6pm supper and teaching.

Tues. Guys study 8am, Gals 10am.
CLEAR CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH

Pastor Jim Kinard
Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11a.m. 
1st & 3rd Sunday night Service: 7.p.m.

Wednesdays –Supper at 6 p.m. 
COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH
www.cbchighlands.com • 526-4685
3645 Cashiers Rd, Highlands, NC 

Sr. Pastor Gary Hewins  
Sun.: 9:30am: Sunday School10:30am: Middle & High School; 

10:45am: Child. Program,10: 45am: Worship
Wed.: 5pm Dinner ($7 adult, $2 child), 6pm CBC U.

COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH OF SKY VALLEY
706.746.3144• 696 Sky Valley Way #447, 

Pastor Gary Hewins
Worship: Sun. 9 a.m., with Holy Communion the 1st & 3rd 
Sun.; Tues: Community Supper 5:30 followed by Bible Study. 
EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF THE INCARNATION

Rev. W. Bentley Manning • 526-2968
Sunday Services Live-Stream at 10:30 a.m.,

Morning Prayer Weekdays on Facebook live at 8:30 a.m.
Holy Eucharist at noon in the garden on Mondays and 

Wednesdays
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH HIGHLANDS

828-526-4153 • www.fbchighlands.org
Dr. Mark Ford, Pastor• 220 Main Street, Highlands 
Sun.:Worship 10:45 am; Sun.: Bible Study 9:30 am

Wed.: Men’s Bible Study 8:30 am; Choir 5p; Prayer Mtg 6:15p 
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Curtis Fussell & Emily Wilmarth, pastors 

526-3175 • fpchighlands.org
Sun.: Worship 8:30a Adult Ed.: 9:30a.m.; Worship 11 a.m.

Mondays: Men’s Prayer Group & Breakfast 8 a.m. 
Wed: Choir:6p

GOLDMINE BAPTIST CHURCH
(Off Franklin/Highlands Rd) 

Sunday School:10 am, Worship Service:11 am
GRACE COMMUNITY CHURCH OF CASHIERS

Non-Denominational-Contemporary Worship
242 Hwy 107N, 1/4 miles from Crossroads in Cashiers

www.gracecashiers.com • Pastor Steve Doerter: 743-9814

Services: Sundays 10am - Wed. - 7pm; Dinner - Wed. 6pm 
HAMBURG BAPTIST CHURCH

Hwy 107N. • Glenville, NC • 743-2729 • Nathan Johnson
Sunday: School 9:45a, Worship 11a & 7p, Bible Study 6p

Wed. Kidsquest 6p.; Worship 7p.
HIGHLANDS ASSEMBLY OF GOD

Randy Reed, Pastor 828-421-9172 • 165 S. Sixth Street  
Sundays: Worship:11 

HIGHLANDS CENTRAL BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Dan Robinson

670 N. 4th Street (next to the Highlands Civic Center)
Sun.: Morning Worship 10:45a., Evening Worship, 6p. 

Wednesday: Prayer Service, 6:30 p.
HIGHLANDS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

Pastor Randy Lucas 526-3376
Virtual Service Only

10a Sunday
HOLY FAMILY LUTHERAN CHURCH: ELCA

Chaplain Margaret Howell • 2152 Dillard Road • 526-9741
Worship/Communion:10:30 

All are welcome.
HEALING SERVICE on the 5th Sunday of the month.

MACEDONIA BAPTIST CHURCH
8 miles south of Highlands on N.C. 28 S in Satolah

Pastor Zane Talley
Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11, Choir:6 p.m.

Wed: Bible Study and Youth Mtg.:7 p.m.
MOUNTAIN SYNAGOGUE

at St. Cyprian’s Episcopal Church, Franklin • 828-524-9463
MOUNTAIN BIBLE CHURCH 

743-2583 • Independent Bible Church 
Sun:10:30 a.m. at Big Ridge Baptist Church,  

4224 Big Ridge Road (4.5 miles from NC 107) 
Weds: Bible Study 6:30 p.m.; Youth Group 6 p.m. 

OUR LADY OF THE MOUNTAINS  
CATHOLIC CHURCH

Rev. Fr. Jason K. Barone – 526-2418
Mass: Thurs. 12:10; Fri. 9am; Sun: 11 a.m.

SCALY MOUNTAIN BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Marty Kilby

Sundays: School –10 a.m.; Worship –11 a.m. & 7 
Wednesdays: Prayer Mtg.:7 p.m.

SCALY MOUNTAIN CHURCH OF GOD
290 Buck Knob Road; Pastor Donald G. Bates • 526-3212
Sun.: School:10 a.m.; Worship:10:45 a.m.; Worship: 6 p.m.

SHORTOFF BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Rev. Andy Cloer 

Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11 a.m. 
Wednesdays: Prayer & Bible Study:6 p.m. 
ST. JUDE’S CATHOLIC CHURCH
Mass: Thurs. 9am, Fri., 11am; Sun. 9am 

THE CHURCH OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD
1448 Highway 107 S., Office: 743-2359 • Rev. Rob Wood
June-Sept: Sunday Services: Rite I, 8a, Rite II, 9:15 & 11a

Nursery available for Rite II services
Sept 6-Oct 25-Informal Evening Eucharist-5:30 p.m. 

Thursday: Noon Healing Service with Eucharist.
UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST FELLOWSHIP 

85 Sierra Drive, Franklin • uufranklin.org  
Sunday Worship - 11 a.m. 

WHITESIDE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Rev. Sam Forrester/Cashiers

Sunday School:10 am, Worship Service:11 am

John 3:16

Pastor Dan Robinson
Highlands Central Baptist 

Ghost Town 
In The Sky

If you were around Western North Carolina in the 
1960s, then you most likely already know about Ghost 
Town in Maggie Valley, NC.
It predated Disney World, Dollywood and Six Flags. It 

seems that the only competition was Tweetsie Railroad in 
Boone, NC. Tweetsie, however, was far enough away so as 
to present no real challenge.

Ghost Town was unique. One could access it by in-
cline railway or chairlift. The mountain top entertainment 
included authentic-recreated gunfights in the streets, family 
friendly saloon shows and even country music at the Red 
Barn. My Dad was the Choreographer for the musical side 
of  Ghost Town. His responsibility also included the other 
similar theme parks located in Cherokee (Frontierland) and 
Six Gun Territory (located in Ocala-Silver Springs, FL). You 
may well imagine what great fun I had as a young teenager 
in those days. The good memories still linger. However, that 
was a long time ago. We could even call those days, “The 
Glory Days of  Ghost Town.”

Now, in 2020 Ghost Town really is a Ghost Town. 
There has been a lot of  effort to resurrect that theme park 
but to date, all efforts have failed. Nonetheless, some (and 
I have a friend and former Ghost Town fellow- employee 
in this category) can’t seem to move on. They are locked in 
a 1960s time-warp. 

This whole thing reminds me of  some churches and 
ministries. They have had by the Grace of  God, glory days. 
The past (seems to them) to be much greater than the pres-
ent. And they long for the good-ole-days.

This is completely understandable. And anyone who 
has ever been under the outpouring of  the Holy Spirit in 
Revivals and blessins longs to see those days return.

The great news is that our great God is not bound to 
repeat performances. The Bible says that we see new mer-
cies every day! Our God is limitless in His ongoing creativ-
ity. There’s much, much more ahead for the follower of  
Jesus Christ. We don’t have to live in the past or try to relive 
any former glory days. 

Our God is the God who is and not the God who was. 
I hope you will turn to Him today in faith.

I hope that you will open your heart to Jesus Christ. He 
promises to make all things new.

Well, there certainly was a Ghost Town In The Sky. It’s 
gone now. How much greater is the Christian’s home in the 
sky! That’s called Heaven.

Are you going?
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...VIRTUAL continued from page 1

Wilbanks Smile Center

706-886-9439 • 800-884-9439
278 East Doyle St. • Toccoa, GA

COMPLETE DENTAL CARE UNDER ONE ROOF

You are only 50 miles away from 40 years experience in 
top-notch, high-tech, one-stop dentistry known for its gentle touch. 

www.WilbanksSmileCenter.com

• Dental Implants • Root Canal Therapy
• SINGLE VISIT CROWNS! 

• Orthodontics including Invisalign  
• Wisdom Teeth Extractions 

and of course ...
• Fillings and Cleanings

(IV Sedation, too)

Dr. Joseph H. Wilbanks, D.D.S.

Kristy Lewis from 
Highlands United 
Methodist prepared 
breakfast for the 
teachers and staff  at 
Highlands School, 
and she and Christine 
Murphy delivered indi-
vidual containers that 
included a breakfast 
burrito, cookie or pud-
ding cups, muffin, fruit, 
apple sauce, along with 
orange juice and water. 
Though a bit different 
this school year, the 
welcome back breakfast 
is an annual event pro-
vided by HUMC. This 
is one of  the many 
ways we seek to partner 
and support Highlands 
School throughout the 
year. Thanks Kristy and 
Christine Murphy!

‘Welcome Back Breakfast’ for HS 
Teachers and Staff is one of  two districts attempting 

in-person instruction in any form 
with the rest choosing to opt for 
virtual learning. 

The Macon County Board of  
Education met Tuesday night to 
finalize Fall semester plans, which 
includes discussion of  what virtual 
education in Macon County is going 
to look like. 

With the  except ion of  
Highlands, Nantahala and Union 
Academy, the eight remaining 
schools in Macon County will attend 
school on alternating days, four days 
a week. Half  of  students will attend 
on Monday and Wednesday with 
the other half  attending Tuesday 
and Thursday. 

Highlands School is planning 
a phased re-entry plan to ensure 
students are familiar with new 
procedures and social distancing 
requirements, but plans to have 
all students who choose to attend 
school for in-person instruction 
four days a week.

When Macon County first 
announced the district’s option for 
Plan C – they anticipated launching 
the Macon County Virtual Academy 
as a separate school to operate 
independently from other schools 
in the district. However, the number 
and grade level of  students who 
enrolled did not support that model.

District-wide, about 800 
students are currently enrolled in 
the Virtual Academy, a number 
that has been fluctuating daily. 
For Highlands, the last count 
had about 50 students enrolled 
in the Virtual Academy with 2 
or 3 per class. Seventh grade had 
the highest number of  Virtual 
Academy enrollment with 10 
students enrolled. 

While the Virtual Academy 
will look differently based on 
each school site, it will primarily 
be integrated into the normal 
classroom. Teachers will now 
be responsible for teaching the 
students who are in their classroom 
for in-person instruction, the 
students who are doing remote 
learning that day, and any Virtual 
Academy students assigned to 
their class.

“We just don’t have enough 
teachers willing to teach virtually,” 
said Superintendent Dr. Chris 
Baldwin.

Both remote learning and 
the Virtual Academy will vary 
based on school and grade level, 
however, overall, the school board 
said students are not expected to be 
streaming entire days online. While 
some teachers may elect to stream 
their lessons via Google Classroom 
for remote learning or virtual 

students, those lessons can also 
be recorded to view at a later time 
when best suited for the student.

Meanwhi l e ,  in -per son 
students are supposed to get their 
Ipads the end of  this week and the 
beginning of  next. The first week 
of  school that begins Monday, 
Aug. 17 will entail teaching 
students how to use the Ipad, 
download work while at school so 
they can do remote work even if  
Internet isn’t available for the days 
they aren’t in school and more. 

That will be Friday for all 
students and either Monday 
and Wednesday or Tuesday and 
Thursday for all in the county 
except at Highlands, Nantahala 
and Union Academy which aren’t 
participating in the alternate A or 
B scenario.

Virtual Academy students 
are supposed to get their Ipads by 
Friday, Aug. 21 with instruction as 
to use them happening hopefully 
at their respective schools that day 
or over the weekend so students 
and their families are ready for the 
first day of  the Virtual Academy.

Additional information and 
plans for Virtual Academy families 
will be distributed this week 
to families who are currently 
enrolled. The Virtual Academy is 
scheduled to begin on August 24.

Like the in-person classes 
at Highlands School, social dis-
tancing with all the COVID-19 
protocols of  mask-wearing, hand 
washing, etc., would be adhered to 
while students are on campus.

Each morning, students 
would set up in the dining hall with 
their Ipads to attend the Virtual 
Academy from 9a to noon. After 
lunch extracurricular activities will 
start beginning at 1pm and ending 
at 3:30p. Pickup is between 3:30p 
and 4pm.

School supplies and comput-
ers for the first part of  the day, 
must be supplied by the families as 
per the Virtual Academy require-
ments. Connections to virtual les-
sons will be through a the robust 

...CLASSROOM continued from page 1
wifi network supplied by The 
Mountain.

The cost would be $15-$30 
per student per day for the first 
eight weeks of  school which be-
gins Monday, Aug. 24 and runs 
through Friday, Oct. 16. Students 
will be required to bring their own 
lunch and snacks.

“Working parents are having 
a hard time juggling all the changes 
that come with virtual learning and 
are trying to make ends meet while 
worried that the quality of  their 
kids’ education and the quality of  
their life is at risk. This is how The 
Mountain can help,” said Director 
Ted Wisniewski.

Afternoon sessions will be a 
mixture of  humanities and outside 

activities. For humanities, there 
will be arts & craft projects with 
supplies provided, musical op-
portunities, board games, jewelry 
making, mindfulness and medi-
tation, computer programming, 
poetry, rocks and minerals, art 
history, art, painting and sculp-
ture, herbology, gardening, rais-
ing poultry, mushroom hunting, 
The Basics of  Money and Build-
ing Wealth, theater and acting. A 
weekly cooking session is also 
planned.

Outside activities (weather 
permitting) will require masks 
and physical distancing meaning 
6 feet from others in and out-
doors. When participating in ac-

• See CLASSROOM page 19



Highlands Police entries 
from July 21. Only the names 
of persons arrested, issued a 
Class-3 misdemeanor or public 
officials have been used.

July 21
• At 9 a.m., officers were called 

about a case of identity fraud at a 
business on Keener Road.

July 27
• At 11:45 a.m., a shoplifting 

incident was reported at Potpourri 
on Main Street where a rig valued 
at $40 was taken.

July 28
•At 3:30 p.m., officers were 

called about breaking and entering 
of a motor vehicle and larceny of 
a firearm and a false report to po-
lice at a residence on Upper Brushy 
Face Road where $750 worth of 
items were taken including a Ru-
ger 10/22 .22 caliber gun valued at 
$200, a wallet and $551 in cash.

July 29
• At 2:10 p.m., officers were 

called about merchandise valued at 
$840 was gotten by false pretenses 
at Reeve’s Ace Hardware.

July 31
• At 10:25 a.m., officers were 

called about a verbal argument at 
200 Main.

Aug. 1
•At 5:50 p.m., officers were 

called about someone trying scam 
money from Subway in Highlands 
Plaza.

Aug. 3
• At 4:42 p.m., offers were 

called about shoplifting at Christ-
mas Tree on the Hill where about 
$65 worth of merchandise was 
taken.

Aug. 5
•At 4 p.m., officers were called 

about someone breaking and enter-
ing an unoccupied home on Satulah 
Road without permission.

Aug. 6
•At noon, officers responded 

to a one-vehicle accident on NC 
106 at Potter Lane.

Aug. 9
•At 6:55 p.m.,officers were 

called about someone communicat-
ing threats at a residence on Hicko-
ry Hill Road.

The Highlands Fire & Res-
cue log from July 27.

July 27
• At 8:17 p.m., the dept. re-

sponded to a fire alarm at a resi-
dence on Sun Ridge Road.

July 30
•At 12:11 p.m., the dept. re-

sponded to a fire alarm at a resi-
dence on Clubhouse Trail.

• At 2:25 p.m., the dept. re-
sponded to a motor vehicle acci-
dent on US 64 east.

July 31
• At 11:29 a.m., the dept. re-

sponded to a fire alarm at VZ Top.
•At 2:10 p.m., the dept. re-

sponded to a fire alarm at a loca-
tion on Hospital Drive.

•At 2:14 p.m., the dept. provid-
ed public assistance for a stranded 
motorist on N. 4th Street.

Aug. 1
• At 12:13 p.m., the dept. was 

first-responders at a residence on 
US 64 west.

Aug. 2
• At 1:15 a.m., the dept. was 

first-responders to a residence on 
Copper Drive.

Aug. 3
• At 2:31 p.m., the dept. re-

sponded to a motor vehicle acci-
dent at First & Main streets.

Aug. 4
• At 11:58 a.m., the dept. was 

first-responders to a residence on 
N. 5th Street.

• At 1:46 p.m., the dept. re-
sponded to a fire alarm at a loca-
tion on Main Street.

• At 4:02 p.m., the dept. was 
first-responders to a location on N. 

•Police & Fire Reports•
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4th Street.
At 9:46 p.m., the dept. assisted 

with a missing person in the Frank-
lin area.

Aug. 5
• At 5:30 p.m., the dept. re-

sponded to a fire alarm at a resi-
dence on N. Big Bear Pen Mountain 
road.

• At 7:25 p.m., the dept. re-
sponded to a motor vehicle acci-
dent on NC 28 South.

• At 10:27 p.m., the dept. was 
first-responders to a residence on 
Falcon Ridge road.

Aug. 6
• At 11:26 a.m., the dept. re-

sponded to a miscellaneous fire at 
a residence on US 64 west.

• At noon, the dept. respond-
ed to a fire alarm at a residence on 
Satulah Ridge Road.

• At 3:46 p.m., the dept. was 
first-responders to a residence on 
N. 5th Street.

Aug. 7
• At 4:20 p.m., the dept. re-

sponded to a fire alarm at VZ Top.
• At 4:38 p.m., the dept. pro-

vided a water rescue at 2nd and 
Spring Street.

• At 4:55 p.m., the dept. res-
cued a person stranded in water at 
Highlands Country Club.

• At 6:08 p.m.,the dept. as-
sisted a stranded motorist on US 
64 west.

• At 7:29 p.m. the dept. was 
first-responders to a residence on 
Big View Drive.

• At 9:59 p.m., the dept. re-
sponded to a motor vehicle acci-
dent at NC 28 South and Rich Gap 
Road.

Aug. 8
• At 2:55 p.m., the dept. re-

sponded to a call of a possible 
structure fire at a residence on Tal-
ley Road.

Aug. 9
• At 3:48 p.m. ,the dept. was 

called about smoke at residence on 
Netsi Place.

 Posh Paws Pet Spa   
 ​828-526-9581  

411 N. 4TH STREET, HIGHLANDS, NC 28741 
OPEN YEAR ROUND TUESDAY-SATURDAY 9-5  

 

Summertime= 
Treat Time!!! 

 

10% off of ALL treats 
throughout the month of 

August!!! 
 ​Posh Paws carries soft, chewy, meaty, and jerky treats 

as well as dental chews, bully sticks, frozen doggy yogurt, 
and health supplementing treats. 

There are also plenty of new toys to check out!!! 
 Pure Vita and NutriSource food is back in stock. 

Mountain Findings Thrift Shop
on Spruce Street

is open EVERY
Fri. & Sat. 10a-4p

Masks & Social Distancing 
Required

Showrooms full of great items
(cash or check only)

Advertising in Highlands Newspaper 
and online at 

www.highlandsinfo.com WORKS. 
For information, call 828-200-1371 or email: 

highlandseditor@aol.com

tivities where a mask can interfere 
with breathing, like playing soccer 
outdoors, The Mountain will ad-
here to CDC guidelines.

Just like at Highlands School, 
upon arrival there will be daily 
temperature checks and physical 
distancing during the morning 
Virtual Academy sessions.

The Virtual Academy will 

...CLASSROOM continued from page 19
be held in the dining hall which 
can accommodate 100 but will 
only have up to 12 students and 
adult proctors. There are 16 hand-
washing sinks available around the 
property as well as hand-sanitizer. 

“These will be used regularly, 
and routine disinfection of  com-
munity spaces is already happen-
ing and will continue throughout 

the nine weeks,” said Wisniewski.
Parents who have enrolled 

their middle school students in 
the MCS Virtual Academy and 
who would like to attend the MCS 
Virtual Academy at The Mountain 
should email ted.wisniewski@the-
mountainrlc.org or call 828-526-
8519. 

– Kim Lewicki
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209 N. 4th Street
(Corner of N. 4th and Oak streets 

upstairs across from Town Hall. 

Phone: 828-526-3241
Fax: 828-482-9019
Email: rachelbkelleyllc@gmail.com

Rachel B. Kelley, PMHNP-BC
ARNP - Board Certified
Psychiatric • Mental Health
Medication Management
Positive Wellness

Whiteside Cove  
Cottages

800-805-3558 • 828-526-2222

5 new log cabins 
nestled in the hemlocks 
on 25 acres at the base 

of Whiteside 
Mountain.

,:. 
VIVA WELLNESS 
526-1566

CBD � HEALS 
• 50 mg CBD 30 Pressed Tabs

• 50 mg CBD 30 Gel Caps
• I 00 mg CBD 30 Gel Caps

• CBD cream and balm
Also Available: 

Far Infrared Sauna Capsule 
Massage Spa Capsule 

5 Cotta e Row • U.S. 64 East 
Whole Body Vibration

• Interior & Exterior Painting
• Pressure Washing

• House Maintenance
• Drywall Repair

• Deck Repair
Quality Work • Fully Insured

Lupe Gonzales
avpintura@gmail.com

828-332-1539 or 678-873-2927

• Grading
• Excavating
• Driveways
• Build sites

• Hauling
• Septic Systems 

Edwin Wilson
Cell (828) 421-3643 

Office/fax (828) 526-4758
wilsongrading@yahoo.com 

Mendoza 
Tree Expert
Quality Tree Care 

& Removal •16+ years

828-200-9217
Fully Insured 

estimates@mendozatree.com
www.mendozatree.com

FIREWOOD FOR SALE

We accept al l  credit cards

Bill Barber 
Homes

billbarber22@gmail.com
billbarberhomes.com

(828)
226-9696

We have a special knack for 
keeping your taxes on track

Brophy & Associates
Consulting, LLC

Robbin Brophy
Enrolled Agent
(828) 558-4300

• Tax return preparation for small 
 businesses and individuals
• QuickBooks training and 
 bookkeeping services
• IRS/State representation

367 Dellwood Rd., Bldg. E, Ste. 3
Waynesville, NC 28786

(828) 558-4300 office • (833) 234-4881 fax
brophytax.com

robbin@brophytax.com

(828) 482-9374
(772) 532-0706

The Highlands Barbershop

Open Mon.-Sat.
10a to 5p

Billingsley 
Turf Management 
and Landscaping 

For all of your 
turf and landscaping projects, 

Call 828-526-2258

446 Oak Street 
across from the park.

Enter from Oak Street



chestnut storage

Look for our sign!
10890 Buck Creek Rd. - 1/2 mile off Cashiers Rd near the hospital 

Storage Units Available
Secure 24 Hour Access

Easy In - Easy Out
Great Rates - Great Terms

Call today to find out why we’re
“Highland’s Premier Facility”

828-482-1045

Ryan M. Bears
Broker

Pat Allen, Broker in Charge

Cell: 803-271-5426
Office: 828-526-8784

Ryan@patallenrealtygroup.com

MORALESPAINTINGANDSERVICES@GMAIL.COM

706.982.9768
828-226.5347

INTERIOR/EXTERIOR PAINTING • LAWN MAINTENANCE
HOUSE MAINTENANCE • QUALITY WORK

FULLY INSURED

Highlands Automotive

2851 Cashiers Road • highlandsautomotive.com
828-787-2360

NC
Inspection

Station

Service
&

Repair

• Residential or  
Commercial 

• Over 40 Years  
Experience 

• Fast and Dependable
• FREE Estimates

• FREE Pick-up and 
Delivery

American 
Upholstery 

Same Phone Numbers:
(864) 638-9661 cell: (864) 710-9106

WE HAVE MOVED TO

Sample Books Available

105 Ashley Drive • Walhalla, SC 29691
(Same Owners: Morris & Rachel Bible)
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HIGH PRESSURE WASHING IS OUT!
LOW PRESSURE SOFT WASH IS IN!

Hometown Cedar Roof Cleaning

828-342-5432

• Certified • Softwash process 
• Eradicate infestations

• Rehydrate shakes • Extend roof life
FREE ESTIMATE

Call or email for a FREE Eagleview 
report of your roof including pictures 

and measurements.

Looking for 
a church home? 

Wayfarers Unity Chapel is a non denominational, 
inclusive church located at 182 Wayfarer Lane, off 

Highway 246 in Dillard, GA, just 1.7 miles from 
Highway 441 

Social time begins at 9:30 and services 
begin at 10 a.m. on Sundays

Visit our website www.wayfarersunity.org 
for more information, or call 706-746-3303

Holy Family Lutheran Church

We social distance and wear masks
Please join us for worship 

this Sunday 10:30 AM 
Pastor Steve Ridenhour will officiate

2152 Dillard Road Highlands, NC
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•Classifieds•
FOR SALE 
SPODE WILDLIFE 

WOODLAND CHINA . 
35 pieces. $850. Spode Turkey 
china. 27 pieces. $650. Both 
sets for $1,400. (st. 8/6)

SOLOFLEX HOME 
GYM with butterfly, and leg at-
tachments. List price is $3380, 
asking $1000 OBO. 434-242-
1174 (st. 5/21) 

F I R E WO O D  F O R 
SALE. Call or text Matt at 
706-239-0880. (st. 9/26)

WANTED 
LOCAL RESIDENTS 

LOOKING FOR HOUSE 
to rent at reasonable price. 
At least two bedrooms, must 
allow pets. Need ASAP. Call/
Text 828-200-0397 (st. 7/30). 

COMIC BOOKS – Buy / 
Sell. Call Bob @ 302-530-1109 
(9/24)

TO BUY COLT PY-
THON. THE OLDER THE 
BETTER. Call 526-9803. (st. 
7/2)

FULL HOUSE GAL-
LERY in Highlands Plaza is 
accepting CONSIGNMENT 
FURNITURE. Please call or 
text Susan at 828-526-6004. 
(st. 3/19)

WANTED TO BUY: 
US & Foreign COINS & CUR-
RENCY. Top prices paid, free 
appraisals, call Dan at 828-421-
1616 or email danhazazer@
gmail.com (8/13)

HARLEY DAVIDSON 
MOTORCYCLE MEMO-
RABILIA. Call Sandra La 
Jeunesse at 828-371-2214. 

HELP WANTED
H I G H L A N D E R 

MOUNTAIN HOUSE RES-
TAURANT/INN STAFF 
NEEDED!All positions in-
cluding waitstaff, kitchen and 
housekeeping. Call 828-526-
2590 or email your resume 
to info@highlandermountain-
house.com (Formerly Main 
Street Inn) (st. 8/13)

HIGHLANDS DELI is 
hiring kitchen staff, starting im-
mediately for the summer and 
fall.  Please pick up applications 
at SweeTreats/Highlands Deli – 
115 S 4th Street. (st. 8/13)

WOLFGANGS is look-
ing for a Line Cook with a 
solid track record for dinner 
prep and service. Need to be 
creative. Also waitstaff, backer. 
Best award of Wine Spectator. 
Please email mindygreen@
me.com for either position. 
(st. 5/28)

THE LOG CABIN res-
taurant, downtown Highlands, 
is hiring all positions includ-
ing sous chef, front of house 
manager, servers, line cooks 
and handymanlandscaper to 
start immediately. Call 828 
526-5777 or email jason@
logcabinhighlands.com. (st. 
6/11)

LUXURY LODGE 
MANAGER needed for 
live in position. Prefer a local 
couple/individual to entertain, 
offer cooking classes and main-
tain facility while enjoying living 
in an exceptional facility. Must 
have impeccable references 
and some experience in hospi-
tality/maintence.mrpaulkrk@
yahoo.com. (st. 6/11) 

LOCAL TREE COM-
PANY HIRING – Jesse’s Tree 
Service, LLC, local to the High-
lands, NC area is seeking both 
tree climbers and grounds/
cleanup crew. Pat experience 
a plus but company will train. 
Salary is based on experience. 
We ae looking for reliable, 
drug-free, hard working indi-
viduals. Driver’s license and a 
clean driving record a plus. If 
interested, please call owner, 
Jesse Finley at 828-342-1974 
to set up an interview. (8/13) 

NOW HIRING PART- 
AND FULL-TIME AS-
SOCIATES FOR RETAIL 
STORE. Must be willing to 

work weekends and holidays. 
Call Shannon at 526-8864 or 
email Shannon@dutchmans-
designs.com (st. 6/4) 

NOW HIRING AT 
WILD THYME. We are look-
ing for a sous chef, waitstaff, 
dishwasher and hostess. Must 
have positive attitude and reli-
able transportation. Apply in 
person at Wild Thyme Gour-
met in Town Square on Main 
Street in Highlands. Please no 
phone calls. (st. 5/28) 

AT OEI – Bellman, Serv-
ers, Bussers, Bartender, Host/
Hostess, Reservations, Dish-
washers, Housekeepers, Turn-
down Attendant, Houseman, 
Asst. Pastry Chef, Pastry Cook, 
Cook, Night Auditor, Cosme-
tologist, Certified Massage 
Therapist, Pool Attendants, 
Spa Attendant, Spa Concierge, 
Part-time Marketing & Admin-
istrative Assistant, Gardener’s 
Assistants. Benefits available 
for all FT employees (medical, 
dental, vision, long term/short 
term disability, life & 401K) 
Apply online at www.olded-
wardsinn.com/careers

JOIN OUR TEAM! Nec-
tar Juice Bar (located inside 
Whole Life Market) is now 
hiring! Are you looking for a 
fun, healthy-minded individual 
looking for full-time, year-
round work? Experience is not 
necessary, but kitchen or baris-
ta skills a plus. Competitive pay! 
Apply at Whole Life Market, 
680 N. 4th St., Highlands. 

CHESTNUT HILL is an 
upscale Assisted Living Com-
munity in search of a Dietary 
Cook, CNAs, Med Techs, Wait 
Staff and Housekeeping. Send 
resume to Lindabtiff@aol.com 
or call 828-526-5251. (st. 2/13)

R A N D E V U  N OW 
HIRING  - Line Cook , Wait-
staff  and Hostess. Please call 
828-743-0190. (2/27) 

EMPLOYMENT OP-

PORTUNITIES AVAIL-
ABLE AT HIGHLANDS 
SMOKEHOUSE. Hiring line 
cooks, and front of the house. 
Commitment to excellence in 
food quality and guest service. 
We are proud of the products 
and service we provide, we 
create experiences not just 
sell food. Offering defined, 
sane schedules and healthy 
work environment allowing 
for a balanced life. Very co-
operative pay. Food service 
experience preferred. Tobacco 
free workplace. Contact us at 
Smokehouserecruiting@gmail.
com (st. 5/2)

S A L E S  A S S O C I -
ATE HIGH END RETAIL 
CLOTHING STORE IN 
HIGHLANDS AND CA-
SHIERS, NC. Full time, part 
time and seasonal. Inquire to 
828-200-0928. (st. 3/38) 

SERVICES 
I INSTALL TILE! TILE 

is Healthy & Non-Toxic. Spe-
cializing in Shower/Bathroom, 
Kitchen/Backlashes, Entrance 
Ways/Patios & Flooring. 25yrs 
experience. Also offer grout 
cleaning. Licensed & Insured. 
Mike Bertone/Owner of Ber-
tone Tile Design & Flooring 
LLC. 828-526-4943 or text: 
321-303-7560. (8/27) 

HIGHLANDS-CA-
SHIERS HANDYMAN: 
Repairs, remodeling, paint-
ing, pressure washing, minor 
plumbing and electric, decks 
and additions. Free Estimates. 
Insured. Call 828-200-4071. 
(6/11)

HIGHLANDS HANDI-
MAN – Can fix anything inside 
or out. Carpentry, Interior and 
exterior painting, pressure 
washing, lawn care, hauling. 
and will monitor house during 
winter. Free Estimates. Refer-
ences. Call Tony. 828-200-5770 
or 828-482-0159. (st. 3/26) 

GUTTER CLEANING, 

METAL ROOF & FAB-
RICATON roof repairs, 
chimney flashing, debris re-
moval, pressure washing. Call 
371-1103. (st. 6/27/19)

HIGH COUNTRY 
PHOTO/KEVIN VIN-
SON: scanning photos, 
slides & negatives to CD 
or DVD for easier view-
ing. Video transfer to DVD. 
Everything done in house. 
Leave message at 828-526-
5208. (st. 6/4) 

REAL ESTATE FOR 
RENT

ROOM FOR RENT 
– Spacious Scaly Mountain 
Home w/caring roommates. 
$500/month. 610.955.9356. 
(st. 7/9) 

REAL ESTATE FOR 
SALE

BY OWNER – Nice 
year-round 3BR/3BA home. 
Excellent view of lake. Ad-
jacent to Lakeside Park in 
Rocky Knob. 3,700’ eleva-
tion. 7 miles from Highlands 
on the Atlanta side. Gated 
and paved road. $659,000. 
Call 888-706-4551. (9/10)

HIGHLANDS CON-
DO – 1 bed plus bonus 
room with 2 bathrooms, ac-
tivity room, one-car garage. 
239-597-2959. (st. 7/16)

5 LOTS. 3.22 ACRES. 
Borders NSFS. VIEWS. Well, 
septics, utilities, roads in-
stalled. PRIVATE. Multiple 
exit/entry. 2/2 residence. 
ask ing  $186 ,000 Ca l l 
828.482.2050. 

SIX ACRES ON 
BUCK CREEK ROAD 
behind Highlands-Cashiers 
Hospital. Sign on property. 
843-460-8015. (st. 5/30) 

2 / 2  C L AY T O N 
H O M E  I N  L O W-
ER CLEAR CREEK. 
1+acre ,P r i v a te . V i ew. 
$118,000. Call 706.782.9728 
(st. 9/5) 



Main Street Inn & Bistro 
828-526-2590 • mainstreet-inn.com

“Ace is the Place.”

At Main & 3rd streets
Highlands 526-2157

Hardware
Reeves

3

www.highlandsiscalling.com
828-526-3717 

11

Country Club Properties
“Your local hometown 

Real Estate professionals.”
3 Offices 828-526-2520

www.CCPHighlandsNC.com

2 “Highlands is calling  
and I must go.”

6

Suzanne McDavid
Broker

cell: (678) 276-6133 • Off: (828) 526-8300

401 N 5th St., Highlands

SILVER EAGLE 

349 Main Street, Highlands, NC
828.526.5190 silvereaglegallery.com

Native American Jewelry
  Crystal & Gem Gallery
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Mitzi Rauers, Broker 
404-218-9123 

mitzi@meadowsmtnrealty.com
meadowsmountainrealty.com

13

K-H Park

Martin-Lipscomb 
Performing Arts Center 

(PAC)

Top 12% 
of 

Brokers 
in 2019

Sotheby’s
is the top

firm in
Highlands 
since 2013 

Andrea Gabbard

c 828.200.6742

o 828.526.8300
AndreaGabbard@gmail.com
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“Local Expertise. Global Connections.”
114 N. 4th Street • Highlands, NC

sheryl.wilson@sothebysrealty.com • highlandssir.com
office: 828.526.8300 • cell: 828.337.0706

Sheryl Wilson

Licensed in NC and GA
Doug Helms
828.226.2999

Clif Gottwals
303.887.7479

P H ALMER    OUSE
PROPERTIES

ELEVATED



Cashmere
Scotland’s Best Knitwear

McCULLEY’S

242 S. 4th St. & Pop up 
on Main Street

Open 7 days a week
526-4407

828-526-2338

30  ...on the Verandah 
Restaurant

on Lake Sequoyah

www.ontheverandah.com

Open Year-Round • 6 days a week
343-D Main Street. • 526-4035

Open 
Inside 

&
Outside
11a-4p

5:30-til?

8

9

Jody Lovell • 828.226.6303

www.wildthymegourmet.com

Pat Allen 
Broker-in-charge

Cell: 828-200-9179 
pat@patallenrealtygroup.com 

Office: 828-526-8784
295 Dillard Road

Highlands, NC 28741

 5 Not the Biggest ... Just the Best!
www.patallenrealtygroup.com 

BROKERS:

DAV ID 
BOCK 
BUILDERS 

www.BockBuilders.com 828-526-2240 

Top Producers for 15 Years

6

Kurt Barbee
828-545-7272
Ryan Bears

803-271-5426
Darlene Conley 

404-427-2448 
Christy Harris
404-229-8737 

Rick Harrison
404-906-5113 

Sam McPherson
678-378-5413
John Morris 
770-401-3386 
Julie Osborn
828-200-6165
Cy Timmons 
828-200-9762

Steve Sheppard
404-219-1349

• #1 Broker Highlands/
Cashiers MLS 2001-2019

• #1 Broker North Carolina 
2016/2017

• Top 2 Broker North Carolina 
2018 per Real Trends

Investing in Life – On a Whole New Level

Susie deVille
Broker Associate

828-371-2079

Pat Gleeson
Owner, BIC

828-782-0472

Bee Gleeson 
Broker Associate

404-307-1415

Chris Duffy 
Broker Associate

828-526-6763

125 South 4th Street, Highlands • (828) 526-8118 
www.WhiteOakRG.com

Christal Green 
Broker Assoc./Office Admin.

828-200-9699

Tom Bean
Broker Associate

828-526-6383

474 Main Street
828.526.3807 | wolfgangs.net

Serving 6 days a week
(Closed Tuesdays)

Bistro 4p
Dining Room 5:30p

Please call 
for reservations

Open for 
Limited Inside 

Dining
Everyday 

4-8p

Main Street Highlands • Reservations: 526-4906

Taking Reservations
Dinner at 5:00 pm

Closed Wednesday

Taste the difference. Always fresh.


