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2089 Highway 106
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‘Home Furnishing Center’
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It took a retired navy subma-
riner to take over the controls at 
Mountain Findings Thrift Store 
from Gladys McDowell and 
Larry Brannen, keep it in tip-top 
shape and navigate it through the 
unchartered waters of  the future.

It started in 2008 when hus-
band and wife Tom and Rose 
Hill, familiar and constant faces 
at the store and in the Moun-
tain Findings box truck tooling 
around town, decided to move 
from the position of  volunteers 
to president-couple.

“The need was there and no 
one willing to do it so we stepped 
in,” said Hill.

Tom and Rose have been 
volunteering at Mountain Find-

Guard 
changes at 
Mountain 
Findings

Hill family steps back; 
business is still brisk

By Brittney Lofthouse
Highlands will have new rep-

resentation on the Macon County 
Board of  Education this Fall since 
incumbent Stephanie McCall did 
not file for re-election. 

McCall was first appointed to 
the board in 2009 to fill the seat 
vacated by Frieda Bennet. She 
was then reelected to the board 
in 2010 and went on to finish the 
remaining time of  Bennet’s terms. 
McCall was then re-elected in 
2012 and again in serving a total 
of  12 years on the Board of  Edu-
cation by the end of  her term.

With candidate filing for the 
Board of  Education wrapping up 
the first week in July, Hilary Wil-
kes filed for the Highlands seat on 
the board. With no challengers, 
Wilkes will replace McCall this 
November. 

Wilkes and her husband 
Christopher have owned the 
Highland Hiker since 2013, taking 

Wilkes is
running for 
Board of Ed

By Brittney Lofthouse
The 2020-’21 school year 

may begin a little differently for 
Highlands School students on 
August 17, but Principal Brian Jet-
ter hopes that by the third week 

of  school, all students will be in 
school for in-person instruction 
four days a week. 

For the first two weeks of  
school, Highlands will slowly in-
troduce students back to the class-

room, keeping social distancing 
in mind. The staggered start will 
allow time for students to famil-
iarize themselves with changes 
throughout the school as a result 

Highlands School schedule firms up

Highlands School’s Class of 2020 commencement ceremony took place Saturday on the track at the school.

Principal Brian Jetter addresses the 
class.

Highlands School sends off the
Class of 2020 at outdoor graduation

By Brian O’Shea
Plateau Daily News

After a chaotic year cut short 
due to COVID-19, Highlands 
School was finally able to hold an 
outdoor graduation ceremony on 
Saturday celebrating the Class of  
2020. 

Graduates and their families 
were spread out on the end of  the 
track to maintain social distancing, 

and students gave Principal Brian 
Jetter an elbow bump after receiv-
ing their diplomas.

Vice Principal Sarah Hol-
brooks said the ceremony turned 
out beautifully.

“It was a special time for our 
seniors and their families,” said 
Holbrooks. “The way everything 
flowed was even better than we 
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The Highlands Newspaper office at 
256 Oak Street is temporarily closed. We 
are going through some renovations and 
updates, and plan to be back open in a a 
few weeks with new and improved facili-
ties.

In the meantime, we are working out 
of  our home office. To contact us – as al-
ways – please email highlandseditor@aol.
com or call 828-200-1371.

•Notice•

I attended the Transporta-
tion Advisory Committee 
of  the Southwestern Com-

mission last Thursday by way 
of  ZOOM. As always NCDOT 
Division 14 staff  were present, 
along with county and munici-
pal elected officials.

In a previous article I not-
ed that NCDOT was function-
ally bankrupt for the time be-
ing, and that road projects and 
road maintenance were sus-
pended. Also, NCDOT staff  
are being furloughed without pay and are 
not allowed to even discuss DOT business 
while on furlough.

A primary function of  the Transpor-
tation Advisory Committee (TAC) is for us 
to assign priority points to proposed DOT 
projects in the seven-county WNC region. 
We were to finalize our prioritization for 
this year at this meeting, but it became sim-
ply an exercise since no new paving proj-
ects will be funded in the near term. 

I promoted two new projects for 
Highlands. First, is a project to improve the 
intersection at NC 28, Satulah Road and S. 
4th Street. The second is to get sidewalks 

built on the corridors coming 
into town, with the top one 
being NC 106. The sidewalks 
would not require the widen-
ing of  the roads, but they would 
provided safer pedestrian pas-
sage. Folks who work in town 
are already walking on the sides 
of  these highways. Both these 
projects do not have any as-
signed points at this time.

Road paving projects that 
have been let previous to this 
DOT shutdown will move for-

ward. But, NCDOT has basically shutdown 
because funds went below the minimum 
reserves required by law. How did this hap-
pen? 

There were several triggers that put the 
department in this crisis. First, in the past 
few years, hurricanes hitting the eastern part 
of  the state caused DOT to divert resources 
to emergency repairs, etc. Second, with the 
robust economy, cost estimates for road 
projects shot through the roof. Finally, the 
COVID-19 Pandemic severely impacted 
revenues, especially in April, May and into 
June. Much of  the DOT revenue is driven 
by motor fuel taxes. During these months, 
gasoline taxes went down to an all-time low 
to a minus 42%. In short, DOT experienced 
a perfect storm that depleted its treasury.

At the TAC meeting I expressed my 
concern that basic road maintenance was 
not being done. One staff  member acknowl-
edged the problem, and he told us that they 
had to park their equipment because there 
aren’t funds to buy fuel. He stressed they 
were doing only critical, emergency main-
tenance. There are several problem areas in 

NC DOT issues explained
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by Old Edwards
G l e n   C o v e

Live a life of adventure and wellness in beautiful Cashiers, NC, 
with abundant leisure amenities including a wellness center, heated mineral pool, 

entertainment barn and 12-hole, par-three golf course.

Call for a tour today.  |  828.526.1783  |  GlenCoveLifestyle.com

Highlands News Full Page GlenCove 200806.indd   1 7/27/2020   2:15:56 PM
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Serving Lunch and Dinner Year-Round.
Gourmet Foods, Full Service Bar
Town Square at 343-D Main St. • Highlands

828-526-4035

Open inside
and

Outside

•Highlands Area Dining Directory•

828-526-2338

...on the Verandah 
Restaurant

on Lake Sequoyah
www.ontheverandah.com

US 64 west • Highlands

Open 4p-8p
7 days a week

Inside, 
limited seating
& Take-out 

474 Main street 
828.526.3807 
wolf gangs.net 

We are so happy to be 
back and cannot wait 

to see your smiling faces! 

Tues. - Sun.
Dinner starts at

5:30 p.m.
Take-out & curbside 

delivery, too

Lunch: 11a-4p
Dinner: 5:30p- until

CASUAL DINING IN A 
HISTORIC 1924 LOG CABIN 

_MENUS PRINTED DAIL1-

Dinner Nightly 5:00 PM 
Monday-Saturday 

Lunch 12:00 PM - 2:30 PM 
Tuesday - Saturday

Serving 6 days a week
(Closed Tuesdays)

Bistro 4p
Dining Room 5:30p

Please call for reservations

Gift certificates now online 
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YOU WANT IT. .. YOU GOT IT 
NOW OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 

New Hours:

MON. THRU FRI. I I :00 - 8:00 
SAT. I 1:00 - 8:00 • SUN. I 1:00 - 7:00 

595 Franklin Road, Highlands, NC g·. 
828.526.3554 · · � � .www.highlandssmokehouse.com � � 
Facebook & lnstagram , r. , · 
Peace from the Pit ® · , , · 

Join us for 
Lunch & Dinner

130 Log Cabin Lane
828-526-5777

(Closed Wednesday)



Open Daily except Wednesday

Asia House
Japanese • Asian• Thai Cuisine

828-787-1680 or 828-787-1900
151 Helen’s Barn Avenue

Temporary Hours
12-9p 

Open for Take-out ONLY
Please order ahead

In-town delivery available
(min. delivery order $50)

•Area Dining Directory• 
Highlands Newspaper - Thurs., Aug. 6, 2020 - 828-200-1371 - Page 5

• See LETTERS page 7

OPEN 
Tuesday - Sunday 

9am -3pm
Inside/Outside/To Go 

Good cookin’ & bringing 
people together 

Thank for Your Support!
18 Chestnut Square | Cashiers

828-743-0190

Cafe

WeCaterHighlands.com
828-526-8847

470 Oak St adjacent to the Park in Downtown Highlands

Courtya
rd

& Catering

Fressers

ChowNow.com 
WeCaterHighlands.com

Daily Specials on Instagram and Facebook

EASY online ordering:

Curbside Pick Up

Paoletti
828.526.4906

www.paolettis.com

EXCEPTIONAL WINES 
CRAFT COCKTAILS

SERVING DINNER/BAR FROM 5PM 
EVERY EVENING

Main Street Highlands Since 1984

Now open!
We look forward to serving you.

Please call for reservations!

•Letters• 
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STAY HOME • HIRE A CHEF 
- -- - - - - - - - - - --

Pinner Par/us 
ramiuf 6ratlterings 
FROM 2 - 50 PEOPLE 

• Relax - Enjoy your Family and Friends
• Let Me Do The Shopping, Cooking and 

Clean-up!
• Personalized Menus - Black Tie to BBQ 

Seafood Boils and Luaus
• Serv-Safe Certified

SANITARY AND RESPONSIBLE 

828-743-3145 I 561-345-0652

)Vi
GUARANTEED 
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� �· �·2 - NY Strips Twice Baked Potato  
Green Salad for 2 

2 Slices of Chocolate Turtle Cake 
$32.95 

We prepare-you cook and heat 
Call to reserve 828-526-2762 

� 
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August 7th-8th
Weekend Special

Dear Editor,
I stand by everything I said in my letter in the July 9th 

edition entitled “Not Everyone can wear a mask” about 
the useless, ineffective masks.

For those who “took me to task” over my last letter 
to the paper, you seem to be missing some information, 
information which is readily available to you. The manu-
facturers of  those little masks that most of  you are wear-
ing admit that they do not protect the user from covid 19. 
Why do you not take their word for it? And in addition 
to lung problems which make it dangerous to wear one 
there are other reasons why someone might not be wear-
ing them. Here are some for you to consider.

• That woman you shamed in the grocery store, be-
cause she wasn’t wearing a mask? She already feels enough 
shame because she was raped. Having something over her 
nose & mouth triggers her PTSD and causes her to relive 
that trauma.

• That man at the Quickee Mart who you called self-
ish? He’s a volunteer firefighter, and just came from the 
ER, after being treated for smoke inhalation. He removed 
his air mask, in order to help a child breathe fresh air, 
instead of  thick smoke.

• That elderly lady who you screamed at to put a 
mask on, or shop when it’s her turn? Her husband of  60 
years just passed away. She’s doing her best to learn to live 

I still say 
‘Masks are not necessary’



Page 6 - Highlands Newspaper - Thurs., Aug. 6, 2020 - 828-200-1371

2020census.gov
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    When I take the Census, I’m making 
sure that I’m counted and that I make 
a difference for my community.  

In less than 10 minutes,  
I can impact

my representation in Congress,

funding for our roads, 
schools, emergency services, 
housing, senior services, and 
youth programs,

and job opportunities  
in my community.



• See LETTERS page 12
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The LOU CABIN 1924 
c/1-:. 9-h la. H. cl A. , .NC. 
130 Log Cabin Lone 

828 526-5777 

NOW OPEN 
FOR LUNCH! 
TIJESD JlY • SllTIJRD JlY 

12 PM-3 PM 
OUTDOOR SEATING-WEATHER PERMITTING 

The Log Cabin offers casual dining in 
a 1924 Joe Webb cabin. 

Featuring fresh seafood, steaks and 
comfortable Italian. 

Menus printed daily based on fresh, 
local & seasonal ingredients. 

Unique dining experience with three 
fireplaces, outdoor seating and 

private dining. 

Tms WEEK'S LIJNCH MENIJ 
Gruyere GRILLED CHEESE & 

San Marzano TOMATO BASIL SOUP 

AMERICAN WAGYU CHEESEBURGER 
USDA Prime Snake River Farms Utah Beef 

Heritage Farms CUBAN SANDWICH 

Joyce Farms CHICKEN PARMESAN SANDWICH 

Caribbean Spiced PULLED PORK SANDWICH 
Heritage Farms Cheshire Pork 

Grilled Joyce Farms Chicken CAESAR SALAD 

House Smoked CAROLINA MOUNTAIN 
TROUT with Spinach, Cantaloupe & Balsamic 

The PITTSBURGH STEAKHOUSE SALAD 
6 oz. Certified Angus New York Strip 

Crispy Gulf Stream WAHOO FISH TACOS 

Grilled Maine LOBSTER QUESADILLA 

Gulf Coast FRIED OYSTER PO'BOY 

Traditional Italian GNOCCHI BOLOGNESE 
tomato meat sauce potato pasta dumplings 

Seasonal Vegetable PASTA PRIMAVERA 

VIEW CIJRRENT MENIJS ONLINE 

130 Log Cabin Lone- 828 526-5777 
WWW .LogCobinHighlonds.COM

alone. Every breath is physically painful, 
due to her grief.

• That little boy you lectured about re-
moving his mask? He’s autistic. He doesn’t 
understand. He simply wants it off  of  his 
face.

• That little girl who screams when 
somebody tries to mask her? She’s claus-
trophobic. She came from an abusive 
home, where she was confined to a closet.

There are all sorts of  reasons for not 
wearing a mask. Not all are lung, or im-
mune system related.

How many of  you are among those 
shaming, name calling, and berating com-
plete strangers, or worse, family members? 
How many of  you are against bullying?

If  you are among the first group, and 
align with the second, you may want to 
pump the brakes, and check yourself  ... 
you have become the bully you claim to be 
against.

Wearing a mask does not make you a 
kind person. You are either a kind person, 
or you aren’t. A piece of  cloth does not de-
termine that trait.

On the flipside, not wearing a mask 
does not make a person selfish, or incon-
siderate. It simply means that there may be 
an unseen reason why they cannot wear 
one. You don’t know their story, and, to be 
quite honest, it’s none of  your business.

Certainly, there are people who wear 
masks and who don’t act like those I am 
talking about. But with the exception of  
the good people who wear masks and 
mind their own business, it seems to me 
that there are only two benefits to be de-
rived from wearing a mask. 

(1) A false sense of  security, and 
(2) a holier than thou attitude toward 

those who don’t wear them. But if  you can 
pretend that the mask you are wearing pro-
tects you then you can also pretend that 
everyone is wearing one.

Danny Crane
Highlands

...LETTERS continued 
from page 5

A Heartwarming 
Story

Dear Editor,
In 1857 William S. Pitts was travel-

ing from Wisconsin to Iowa to meet his 
future wife. At Bradford, Iowa, he walked 
down Cedar Street while horses were be-
ing changed on the stagecoach and saw a 
little plot of  land surrounded by trees. He 



• See DOGSPEAK page 14
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Designer 4 bedroom, 5 bath home with a golf course view. 
Offered for $1,695,000 Contact Andrea Gabbard 828-200-6742

 Andrea Gabbard
c 828.200.6742  o 828.526.8300 
AndreaGabbard@gmail.com

Highlands CC

Andrea is  top 12% 
Real Estate Brokers in 2019. 

Highlands Sotheby’s International Realty is 
the top selling firm in Highlands  

since 2013  as per HCMLS Navica.   

Premium Commercial Space 
... Less Than 3 Miles from Main Street Highlands

....and for Less than $80 per sq. ft.!
MLS# 91478 • $578,750

A 7,000 sq. ft.+/- multilevel 
building with great flexibility 

and lots of onsite parking. 
Uses can be many and varied 
without zoning restrictions. 

Retail, professional, office park, 
contractor, or a huge area for 

storage. 
“Walkout” from each level 

creates additional flexibility. 

1029 Hicks Road, Highlands, NC 28741

114 N. 4th Street • Highlands NC • 828-526-8300

www.highlandssothebysrealty.com

Jack Calloway
c: 828.421.3939 
o: 828.526.8300

jaccallowayre@gmail.com

Lord Banjo

•Lord Banjo Reflections• 
DOGSPEAK

Sure, I’ve begun to stum-
ble as I climb the stairs 
to the second floor, 

but I still climb ‘em.  And, 
yes, sometimes, Mum has to 
come down, touch me on my 
head, and coax me up. Sure, 
I occasionally fall on to my 
belly coming up the three 
steps to the front porch, but I 
never complain. 

I bet none of  this would 
have been an issue if  I hadn’t 
visited the vet for my annual 
checkup and shots. She told 
Mum I had muscle atrophy 
or something strange,  and added I had 
something both my pet parents have — ar-
thritis.  She told Mum I was in pain.  

What does she know? I never said a 
word. I’m a big boy. I just suck it up and 
keep on keeping on. But noooo. Now, I 
have to take anti-inflammatory drugs twice 
a day.  The good news is these taste pretty 
good.  That means Mum doesn’t resort to 
cramming them down my throat. Thank 
goodness for small favors.  

Mum and Dad also talk about me hav-
ing dementia — whatever that is. Mum calls 
me squirrel dog, and I’ve never chased a 
squirrel in my life. Yes, I walk into the yard 
and stare off  into the distance and appear 
unable to find my way to the porch.  So 
what? My parents are so easily worried. I’m 
just thinking deep thoughts, and I find my 
way back when I’m good and ready. 

Mum was also fit to be tied at my be-

How dare they call me old!
havior the other night.  We 
went out the front door, 
me to take care of  business, 
Mum to visit the mailbox.  
She turned around to come 
down the driveway and was 
surprised to see me right 
behind her. Why? Well, I’m 
not allowed to go up the 
driveway unless I have my 
leash on and I’m invited — 
or so she says. I say, dang 
it, I’m 13 years old, and I 
should be allowed to do 
whatever strikes my fancy.  
If  I have a mind to go up 

to the street, so be it.  
That goes for visiting the neighbors 

behind us too. Mum was more than sur-
prised when that happened. She says she 
was distressed when she got a call saying 
I was at their house. That’s also taboo. We 
have an electric fence, but it hasn’t worked 
for years, and that’s been fine because I 
knew my boundaries.  Seriously, I still know 
them.  I just can’t be bothered to pay atten-
tion to them. I’m a social kind of  guy. Un-
fortunately, by the time you read this, the 
electric fence will have been fixed.  Darn!

Mum says I took the cake when I 
snuck off  one night. Okay, okay, I did 
disappear — while she was watching me, 
mind you, but I DID NOT take any cake. 
I went behind a bush to take care of  busi-
ness and bamboozled Mum when I snuck 
off. After two hours of  my parents search-
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•Investing at 4,118 ft.• 

MLS# 92005 | $740,000
3 BEDROOMS | 2 BATHS

Recently remodeled Sparkling Lakes home 
with lake, private dock, lake side ire pit and 
beautifully manicured property! Home is be-
ing offered furnished (small exclusions list) with 
Summer House furnishings, troll boat w/motor, 
power washer, and tools. Updated kitchen in-
cludes gorgeous new quartz counters, farm 
sink, updated cabinets and new Whirlpool 
SS appliances. Formal dining off the kitchen; 
living room has gas ireplace and access to 
covered front porch. Covered patio in back. 
Main level master with fully remodeled bath 
and large walk-in closet. Two guestrooms 
and a full bath upstairs. Two-car garage with 
workshop, 1/4 bath. Bonus room and full bath 
above the garage.

FAYE WURM
Cell: (828) 200-1345

faye@bhhsmmr.com
MeadowsMountainRealty.com

SPARKLING LAKES

MLS# 94040 | $1,200,000
3 BEDROOMS | 3.5 BATHS

Located in the Satulah Mountain historic district. 
This lovely home is only three blocks from down-
town Highlands. Hardwood floors throughout, 
custom baths, and kitchen with granite kitchen 
counters and updated SS appliances. Both the 
main floor master suite and living room have gas 
fireplaces. The upper level is perfect for guests 
and has a bonus room plus a sitting room and 
office. Ten foot ceilings on the main level and 
vaulted ceilings throughout the upper level. 
Complete privacy with a beautiful water feature 
including waterfalls, creek and pond. OWNER/
BROKER

LYNN KIMBALL
Cell: (828) 421-8193

lynn@bhhsmmr.com
MeadowsMountainRealty.com

HIGHLANDS WALK TO TOWN

Highlands…A 
Mountain 

Haven for All 
Times

The Highlands Plateau has always attracted people 
from a variety of  walks of  life. That has not changed. 
What HAS changed are these challenging times, not 

only for Highlands, but for our world as we have known 
it. Between the Covid 19 Pandemic, the polarizing political 
climate and the harm, injury and death in our major cities, 
more and more people are attracted to our area.

We will always have visitors, part-time summer residents 
who come because they love it. Many people are moving 
lock, stock and barrel to our plateau and why…because they 
love it! We all need a little slice of  heaven where there is a 
sense of  peace and tranquility during a time such as this.

I have heard from a few of  our permanent residents and 
local folks that this may change our little town as we know it. 
I believe there is a special place here for all of  us. 

From the Internet: Diversity refers to the traits and 
characteristics that make people unique, while inclusion re-
fers to the behaviors and social norms that ensure people 
feel welcome.

Steeped in history, Highlands offers a rare combination 
of  scenic beauty, ideal summer climate, some snow on the 
peaks in winter and a variety of  outdoor recreational activi-
ties, all with a charming blend of  cultural amenities.

There are panoramic mountain views, waterfalls, lakes 
and streams, rolling hills, pastureland or simply the beauty of  
a wooded forest. The many outdoor activities include nature 
tours, hiking, fishing, camping, whitewater rafting, repelling 
and snow skiing.

Within the five blocks of  Main Street and Fourth Street 
that make up the center of   town, Highlands is a charming 
blend of  city and country cultures. You will find antiques 
and art galleries, specialty boutiques, fine jewelry and local 
handicrafts.

There are a wide variety of  restaurants, and a wide ar-
ray of  accommodations for visitors including suite hotels, 
historic inns, rustic cabins and genteel bed and breakfasts. 
Cultural amenities abound including professional theatre, 
visual arts and much more. Spiritually speaking, there is an 
extensive selection of  places of  worship.

And last but not least….perhaps the greatest natural as-
set found in Highlands is the warm and welcoming spirit of  
its people.

• Lynn Kimball has over 45 years of  real estate experience, with over 
35 years serving the Highlands Cashiers area. She has gained Emeritus 
Status with the National Association of  Realtors and has served as a 
Director and Vice President for the Highlands Cashiers Board of  Real-
tors. Whether you are interested in searching properties or comprehensive 
information about our area, you are invited to visit her user friendly website 
at www.signatureproperties-nc.com. Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices 
BHHS Meadows Mountain Realty has three locations: 488 Main Street 
in Highlands, 132 Hwy 107S in Cashiers or visit Lynn at her 2334 
Cashiers Road location in Highlands across from Highlands Falls Country 
Club. Lynn Kimball may be reached at 828-421-8193 or by email at 
Lynn@bhhsmmr.com

Lynn Kimball
Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices 
BHHS Meadows Mountain Realty
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�SUMMER HOUSE 
Complete Home Furnishings 

White Glove Delivery Throughout The Southeast & Beyond 
2089 Dillard Road, Highlands I 2 miles from Main Street I 828-526-5577 I www.summerhousehighlands.com 

3 5 t h  S e a s o n
A n n i v e r s a r y  S A L E

40% to 60% off
25% off  all cleaning and repairs

85% off  on Red Tag Item
The name that you have trusted for the last 35 years.

•Obituary• 

Mrs. Eloise Buchanan Crane, 
86, went home to be with the Lord 
Saturday, August 1, 2020. Mrs. 
Crane was born March 20, 1934 in 
Jackson, Co. NC to the late Dan 
Buchanan and the late Minnie 
Gregory Buchanan. She was mar-
ried to the late Carlton Crane who 
preceded her in 2002. She worked 
and retired from Burlington In-
dustries and she was a member of  
Buck Creek Baptist Church. Elo-
ise was a loving wife, mother, and 
grandmother. She loved to cook 
for family and friends.

Survivors include her three 
children, Joan Hicks of  Highlands, 
NC; Rev. Baker Crane (Susan) 
of  Highlands, NC, and Danny 
Crane (Maiza) of  Highlands, NC; 
two brothers, Nick Buchanan and 
Smokey Buchanan; four grand-

children, Henry Crane, Hannah 
Crane Sykes, Adam Hicks, and 
April Hicks Newland; one great-
grandchild, Hayes Sykes; numer-
ous nieces and nephews; and her 
bird, “Buddy.”

In addition to her husband 
and parents Mrs. Crane was 
preceded in death by a son-in-

law, Charlie Hicks; three sisters, 
Lola Buchanan, Rose Buchanan 
Jamison, Hilda Buchanan Jamison; 
and two brothers, James Earl Bu-
chanan and Claude Buchanan.  

A funeral service Wednes-
day, August 5, 2020 at Highlands 
Assembly of  God with the Rev. 
Baker Crane officiated. Burial 
followed in Highlands Memorial 
Park. 

In lieu of  flowers memorials 
can be made to St. Jude Children’s 
Hospital 501 St. Jude Place Mem-
phis, TN 38105 or the National 
Kidney Foundation 270 Peachtree 
St. #1040 Atlanta, GA 30303.

Online condolences can be 
left at www.bryantgrantfuneral-
home.com Bryant-Grant Funeral 
Home & Crematory is serving the 
Crane family.

Eloise Buchanan Crane
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...MAYOR continued from page 2

“It was a proud day when our Board took the leap of faith 

necessary to fund the start-up for a new community primary 

care clinic that will serve Highlands, Cashiers and 

surrounding areas. It is part of our mission to lift the health 

and well-being of this community we all love. Lack of 

medical care is a significant problem we must solve. But we 

can’t do it alone, so, we’re asking for your help.“

Please consider a donation to the 

Highlands Cashiers Health Foundation. 

Visit hchealthfnd.org to learn more.

Lifting health and well-being, together

Dr. Walter Clark
Chairman, Highlands 
Cashiers Health Foundation

together WE CAN
MAKE A dif ference

hchealthfnd .org

Chestnut Hill, 
a residential retirement community on a quiet 
mountain top in Highlands, NC, has spacious 
Independent and Assisted Living Apartments.

It is a full-service, Medicaid Certified community. 

For further information call Linda Tiffany at 
828-526-5251 or 904-514-4896
www.chestnuthillofhighlands.com

town for which I will continue to request 
service, but I am afraid there is a long line 
of  requests throughout Division 14.

There is a solution on the horizon in 
the form of  HB 77 which is now under 
consideration in the state legislature. If  
passed, it would restore funds to get NC-
DOT back to work. Call our representa-
tives, Senator Davis and Representative 

Corbin and urged them to act quickly on 
this bill.

In the meantime, as you drive through 
North Carolina, expect to see tall grass on 
rights-of-way and major potholes. As for 
Highlands, the town’s roads funded for 
paving in this current budget will proceed 
as planned.

...SCHEDULE continued from page 1

• See SCHEDULE page 14

of  COVID19. 
During the first two weeks of  school, 

elementary students will be on campus 
Monday through Thursday and will be 
remote on Fridays. Middle School stu-
dents will be on campus on Wednesday 
and Thursday, with remote instruction on 
Monday, Tuesday, and Friday. High School 
students will be remote every day except 
Friday, when the only students who will 
be on campus will be high school students. 
Beginning with the third week of  school, 
all students will be on campus every day, 
with remote learning on Friday.

The week of  September 7, which in-
cludes the Labor Day holiday, will be re-
mote for everyone to give the district and 
teachers time to regroup and evaluate the 
first three weeks of  school.

According to Jetter, whether students 
get off  a bus in front of  school or out of  
a car in the drop-off  line, the student and 
accompanying adult (if  in grades K-3) will 
get in line 6 feet apart to answer health as-
sessment questions, to have temperatures 
taken, and to be checked to ensure they 
have a mask on correctly. 



Page 12- Highlands Newspaper - Thurs., Aug. 6, 2020 - 828-200-1371

Highlands Aerial Park 
Open Daily

with increased Covid19 protocol for staff & guests.

Guided UTV Tours of our park’s 95 acres adjoining 100,000 acres of NFS. 
Tour features: 

Forest and meadows, waterfalls and long range views, flora, fauna, 
and climate influences, and a 400-year history of our area. 

NEW THIS YEAR: 

G o  t o  H i g h l a n d s a e r i a l p a r k . c o m 
for details and to book your 

reservation for:
• Zipline Canopy Tours

• Family Challenge Course
• Giant Swing

• Dual 40’ Tree Climb
• Complimentary Nature Trails

(828) 382-8884 
1625 Dillard Rd • Scaly Mountain, NC

~ Home Decor 
~ Gifts 

~ Jewelry

468 Carolina Way 
Highlands

(Between N. 4th & N. 5th)
828-526-3909

Yard Art Open 
for outside pickup & delivery

COREY JAMES GALLERY
& Estate Consignments

(828) 526-4818
On the corner of 3rd & Spring

...WILKES continued from page 1

...LETTERS continued from page 7

Upstairs and Across the Walkway at 
“Falls on Main” Highlands

Open at 9a Tues.-Sat. • 828-526-3939

Owner/Stylist: Lacy Jane Villardo
Stylists: Heahter Escandon

Maggie Barden, Bri Field, Desiray Schmitt 
and Cali Smolarsky

Nail Tech: Jenna Schmitt
Massage Therapist: Brenda Lopez

Hair • Nails • Waxing • Tanning • Facials
Massages • Eyelash Extensions 

Walk-ins Welcome!

526-5999
Located at 680 N. 4th. St., Highlands

Carrying a wide variety of  
natural products for your  

Mind, Body & Home.
Open Mon.-Sat. 9a to 5:30p

Organic Fresh Juices & Smoothies  
and Salads “On the Go!”
Open Mon.-Sat. 9a to 5p

thought, “wouldn’t this be a nice place for 
a church?” He went back to Wisconsin, 
wrote a hymn called “The Church in the 
Wildwood” and put the music in a drawer 
and practically forgot about it. Meanwhile, 
the residents of  Bradford, about 500 now, 
wanted to build a church. The church was 
started in 1862 and completed by the citi-
zens of  Bradford in 1864. The song at that 
time was still in Mr. Pitts drawer.

When William Pitts returned with to 
the area with his wife in 1862, he discov-
ered the church being erected where he 
had imagined it to be. During the winter of  
1863-1864 Mr. Pitts taught a singing class at 
Bradford academy. He resurrected the song 
and tutored his class to sing the song at the 
dedication of  the new church in 1864. This 
was the first time the song had been sung 
by anyone other than Mr. Pitts himself. The 
song was soon forgotten again.

In 1865, Mr. Pitts moved to Chicago 
to enroll in medical school. To pay for his 
enrollment fees he sold the rights to song 
for $25.

1914 the Weatherwax Brothers Quar-

tet, a group of  traveling singers through-
out Canada and the USA in the 1920s 
discovered the song “The Church in the 
Wildwood” and used the song as their 
trademark song. The song became popu-
lar and was recorded by The Carter Fam-
ily in 1932. It has since been recorded by 
many artists including Dolly Parton and 
Johnny Cash.

As the song became more and more 
popular, The Little Brown Church be-
came a tourist and wedding destination. 
Since 1924 over 76,000 weddings and 
many more tourist have visited. It all start-
ed with a hymn written before the church 
was erected in 1862.

There’s a church in the valley by the wild-
wood

No lovelier spot in the dale
No place is so dear to my childhood
As the little church in the vale
Oh come to the little church in the wildwood
Oh come to the little church in the vale

Kenny Youmans 
Highlands, NC

the reigns of  the business built by Chris-
topher’s family. Wilkes is an active member 
of  the Highlands Community and also cur-
rently serves on the Board of  Directors for 
the Highlands Chamber. 

Macon County Board of  Education 
incumbent Melissa Evans, who represents 

the Nantahala district, will also be re-elected 
in November as she will not face a challeng-
er on the ballot. 

Long-time Board of  Education Chair-
man Jim Breedlove will run his first uncon-
tested bid for re-election in quite sometime 
as two residents have filed against him. 

Franklin resident Emily Ritter, who 
works as the Public Information Officer for 
the Macon County Board of  Health, is one 
of  two challengers in the November Elec-
tion. 

Matthew Mason, former Macon Coun-
ty Planner, also filed for the open seat. Ma-
son has served on the Macon County Soil & 
Water Conservation Board since 2016.

Breedlove has served on the Board of  

Education since 2008, spending most of  
the last decade serving as Chairman of  the 
board. 

The Macon County Board of  Educa-
tion will appear on the General Election 
ballot in November. While Wilkes and Ev-
ans are guaranteed to be elected, the top 
vote getter between Mason, Breedlove, and 
Ritter will win the open Franklin seat. 
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Bud Katz

 President Trump’s Challenge

An election involving an 
incumbent is primar-
ily a referendum on 

the incumbent’s record. Voters 
will consider the President’s 
accomplishments and failings. 
These are matters of  percep-
tion as well as fact, since, for 
many Americans, perception 
is fact.

We’ll look at the election 
regularly and will try to keep 
an open mind. This may not 
always be possible.

I haven’t written much about Presi-
dent Trump because, literally every day he 
says or does something that merits consid-
eration. By the time I get a column drafted 
it’s already dated and both of  us are on to 
something else. That said, and while I am 
neither his biggest fan nor his harshest 
critic, it would be wrong not to point out 
that, in terms of  American politics, Don-
ald Trump has established an impressive 
record. For example:

He proved that both major parties had 
ignored the fears and frustrations of  old-
er, white, working-class American voters. 
Technology eliminated a sizable number of  
their jobs as did America’s changing energy 
infrastructure. These voters were left be-
hind by a complex global economy, which 
brought additional job losses. And they 
were confronted by an increasingly diverse 
nation representing unwanted change.

He revealed the irrelevance of  political 
labels since he’d registered both Republican 
and Democrat and had supported both 
liberal and conservative causes and candi-
dates. He holds no governing ideology. He 
seems comfortable only with those who say 
or do, nice or good things, about him or 
for him. 

He demonstrated to his base that ex-
perience in affairs of  State matter less than 
a willingness to employ confrontational 
rhetoric, understanding that their fears and 
prejudices matter more than their aspira-
tions, and that truth and facts are debatable. 
He relentlessly attacks the news media, ex-
cept when they provide favorable coverage. 
The damage inflicted on trust in the Ameri-
can media may be irrevocable.

As candidate and as President, he at-
tacks the real or perceived enemies of  his 
base. In this regard, he remains the fiery, 
populist communicator. His voters love his 

so-called “plain talk.”
He proved that a number 

of  Americans don’t much care 
what a candidate or President 
says or does, as long as he 
or she maintains an enemy-
centered attack on those his 
supporters hold responsible 
for their miseries. His con-
nection with his base is envi-
able. When he claimed they’d 
support him even if  he shot 
someone in the middle of  5th 
Avenue, he was right. 

He altered the playbook for future 
campaigns. Going forward, candidates ap-
pealing to fearful or angry voters can say 
whatever they wish, free of  propriety, deco-
rum, and of  any fact-, or truth-based plat-
form. None of  that matters to this Presi-
dent’s core supporters. 

He’s mastered communication plat-
forms like Twitter and Facebook, using 
them to galvanize angry voters and exploit 
divisions between supporters and oppo-
nents. He exhibits little regard for long-
term consequences. In this, Mr. Trump 
outpaces even Machiavelli.

In 2016, candidate Trump was a nov-
elty; an outsider, but with enormous name 
recognition from years as a reality television 
host. This worked for people disgusted 
with Washington politics as usual. 

As with all candidates, he made prom-
ises he couldn’t keep; a return of  coal and 
steel jobs, for example, or a border wall 
paid for by Mexico. But those promises 
resonated among voters in several swing 
states he narrowly won. 

In general terms, his 2016 support 
came from four specific blocks:	  

Forty-five and older white voters, 
mostly men, who loved his confrontational 
style. He gave voice to their fear, anger and 
frustration, with no effort at political cor-
rectness. 

Others identified with his core poli-
cies. They believed as he did about immi-
grants, and they related to his words about 
backing us away from America’s leadership 
role in the world. 

A third group were party purists. 
These voters support anyone who wears 
the right color; in this case, red. 

Finally, he ran against Hillary Clinton, 
a polarizing candidate, even among Demo-
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...SCHEDULE continued from page 11

...DOGSPEAK continued from page 8
ing for me, a neighbor brought me 
back. The upshot of  this is I have a 
new collar that lights up and there 
are threats that I may never-ever 
get to go outside again except on 
a leash.

There’s also been conversa-
tion about what will happen when 
I can no longer make it upstairs 
to the bedroom. Heaven forbid, 
I sleep downstairs all by my lone-
some. Mum says she may be forced 
to sleep in the guest room on the 
first floor. Trust me, that’s only be-

cause she doesn’t want to hear me 
bark all night.  Yup, that’s what I 
do when I can’t find my parents or 
I think they’ve left me by myself. I 
like to be where they are. It’s that 
social thing again. 

Most of  all, I keep hearing 
the word “old.” I’ve heard a psy-
chiatrist call this projecting, and 
I’m sure that’s what it is.  They’re 
so worried about getting old 
themselves, they’re projecting it 
onto me.  Surely if  I can talk psy-
chobabble, I have all my faculties. 

And, I might point out, I still have 
all my original parts, unlike my dad.  
He has two fake knees and a fake 
hip. I’m 100% dog—no replace-
ment parts here. So there. You saw 
me stick out my tongue, right?

• Lord Banjo lives in Georgia with 
his mum, Kathy Manos Penn, author 
of  the Dickens & Christie cozy animal 
mystery series available on Amazon. 
Find Lord Banjo’s book locally at High-
land Mountain Paws and write him at 
inkpenn119@gmail.com.

All students in Kindergarten 
through 12th grade will be re-
quired to wear a cloth mask at all 
times while on school campus, un-
less a medical exemption applies. 

Everyone will be asked health 
assessment questions as they enter 
the school. Lines on the ground 
at the door will mark the 6-foot 
distance. After they answer the 
screening questions, the adult/
child will have their temperature 
taken by walking through a tem-
perature monitor, similar to a 
metal detector. Highlands School 
has been allocated four tempera-
ture scanners, which can register 
temperatures of  60 individuals per 
minute. 

After temperatures are reg-
istered and if  OK, parents and/
or students must stay 6 feet apart 
while in line to enter the building.

Parents will be allowed to 
walk lower (K-3) elementary stu-
dents to their classroom the first 
two days of  school. Students will 
go into the cafeteria to pick-up 
breakfast, which will be eaten in 

the classroom. 
For classrooms across Macon 

County, desks/tables will be orga-
nized to be 6 feet apart and where 
needed, plexiglass will be placed to 
further separate students. 

Gyms will be used for PE, 
which will have alternative lessons 
to maintain social distancing. The 
cafeteria will be used to dispense 
food, but students will eat in the 
classrooms or outside with their 
teacher. 

If  a student has a temperature 
or gets sick during the day, they 
will be taken to an isolation room, 
where there will be a Health Assis-
tant who will wait with the student 
until a parent picks up the child.  
Macon County Superintendent 
Dr. Chris Baldwin said funding 
has been allocated to hire either a 
school nurse or a medical profes-
sional at every school site in Ma-
con County. 

According to the survey sent 
to parents in July, 860 students are 
currently registered for the Macon 
County Virtual Academy, which 
will be 100% remote learning. 
Those parents who opted for the 
virtual academy may opt for in-
person school beginning Monday, 
Oct. 19, after the first full semester. 

Specifics concerning the vir-
tual academy are expected by the 
end of  the week.

The structure of  the virtual 
academy will depend on actual en-
rollment numbers for the district 
beginning August 17. Students will 
be allowed to participate in sports 
if  they are enrolled in the virtual 
academy, assuming the sport or 

activity is permitted under CO-
VID19. If  a senior attends the vir-
tual academy all year, the diploma 
the student receives will reflect 
the last in-person school they at-
tended.

The district has 30 teachers 
who signed up to teach the virtual 
academy based on need, however, 
matching the grade level of  virtual 
academy students with the quali-
fications of  teachers is still being 
worked out. 

For in-person school, Frank-
lin area schools including all el-
ementary schools, Macon Middle 
School, Mountain View Interme-
diate and Macon Early College, 
will be divided into two groups, 
Group A and Group B, to reduce 
the number of  students on cam-
pus to follow social distancing re-
quirements. 

Group A will attend in-
person instruction on Monday 
and Wednesday and have remote 
learning on Tuesday and Thurs-
day. Group B students will attend 
in-person instruction on Tuesday 
and Thursday and have remote 
learning on Monday and Wednes-
day. All students in Macon County 
will have remote learning on Fri-
day to allow for sanitation of  
school sites.

Franklin area parents will 
learn which group their child is 
placed in when homeroom infor-
mation is released.

Union Academy and Nan-
tahala Schools are small enough 
for all students to attend in-per-
son instruction Monday through 
Thursday, with Friday being a re-
mote learning day.

Franklin High School will 

be divided by grade level with 
Freshman and Juniors attend-
ing in-person school on Monday 
and Wednesday and Sophomore 
and Seniors attending school in-
person on Tuesday and Thursday. 
Students will have remote learn-
ing on days they are not in-per-
son as well as Fridays.

Classes such as art and mu-
sic will be integrated into core 
curriculum based on grade level. 
Students who are enrolled in-
person school, might end up with 
a teacher who is not physically 
present in the classroom due to 
health concerns. If  a teacher is 
considered high risk, she/he will 
teach via video screen with an 
adult monitor or substitute pres-
ent with the students in the class.

Based on the survey, 36% 
of  parents intend to send their 
child to school on a school bus, 
which will only allow one child 
per seat unless they are siblings. 
High school students will not be 
permitted to ride the bus the first 
week of  school and shuttle buses 
will not be used until the district 
ensures there is enough space on 
all buses for students.

Students with IEP concerns 
should contact their school with 
questions and for more informa-
tion on the structure of  those 
classes.

Each student will be as-
signed an iPad and community 
connectivity hotspots will be 
provided at various churches and 
community buildings throughout 
Macon County. The district also 
has 100 mifi hotspots (a por-
table hotspot with wifi) for fami-
lies who do not have internet at 
home.

The Dry Sink • Main Street • Highlands, NC



Highlands Newspaper - Thurs., Aug. 6, 2020 - 828-200-1371 - Page 15

Advertising in Highlands Newspaper works. 
Call for rates • 828-200-1371

highlandseditor@aol.com

• 

72_�, 
DIAMONDS 

ARE A GIRL'S 

!3�ff[Fted/ 

Fine Custom Jewelry 

Full Service Jeweler • Repairs • Restorations • Appraisals 

152 S. 2nd Street I Highlands, NC I 828-526-5858 
www.JannieBeanDesigns.com 

•Events• 
Nantahala Hiking Club

These hikes are limited to 6 – 10 people. Masks are required during congregating and driving to the trail head.  
Four people per car with windows down for air circulation.

 Fri. Aug. 7
• The Nantahala Hiking Club will take a moderate 6-mile hike, elevation change 300 ft., to Straight Fork 

in Big Cove outside of  Cherokee NC. Walk along a lovely creek to the horse camp. Meet at Bi-Lo parking lot 
in Franklin at 8:30 a.m. Drive 80 miles round trip. Call leader Katharine Brown, 421- 4178, for reservations.

Sat. Aug. 8 
• The Nantahala Hiking Club will take a moderate 6-mile hike, elevation change 520 ft., to Martin’s Creek 

Falls on the Georgia Bartram Trail, beginning at Warwoman Dell, crossing the highway to Becky Branch Falls, 
continuing along the creek, passing interesting rock formations, to have lunch at Martin Creek Falls and return. 
Meet at the Smoky Mtn. Visitor Center at 8:30 a.m. or at 9:00 a.m. at Warwoman Dell. Drive 35 miles round 
trip. Call leader Robin Lurie, 954-632-7270, for reservations.

• The Highlands Cashiers Health Foundation (HCHF) is sponsoring a COVID-19 drive-through, pre-
scheduled appointments on August 8 in Highlands. Participants should call 828-506-6907 to initiate registration.

Sun. Aug 9 
• The Nantahala Hiking Club will take a moderate 3-mile hike, elevation change 500 ft., on the Wayah 

Loop, starting at Wayah Bald tower, hiking north on the Appalachian Trail to the Bartram Trail, and coming 
back through the “bald” for a spectacular view. Meet at Westgate Plaza in Franklin at 10 a.m., drive 32 miles 
round trip. Call leader Gail Lehman, 524-5298, for reservations.

Sat. Aug. 15 
• The Nantahala Hiking Club will take moderate-to-strenuous 7-mile hike, elevation change 1000 ft., on 

the Cowetta Hydrological Lab Center Loop, hiking up Shope Creek Road to Cunningham Branch to Dyke Gap, 
over to Ball Creek Rd. and coming down Ball Creek. Meet at Smoky Mtn. Visitor Center at 8:30 a.m., drive 10 
miles round trip. Call leader Katharine Brown, 421-4178, for reservations.

Sun. Aug. 16
• The Nantahala Hiking Club will take a moderate 3.5 mile hike, elevation change 800 ft., on Ramsey Trail 

in Tellico Valley. This lovely trail is on the acquired property of  Mainspring Conservation Trust. Meet at West-
gate Plaza in Franklin at 2 p.m., drive 38 miles round trip. Call leader Jean Hunnicutt, 524-5234, for reservations.

Sat. Aug. 22
• The Nantahala Hiking Club will take a strenuous 8-mile hike, elevation change 800 ft., for experienced 

hikers only, from Kimsey Creek to Deep Gap, walking along the creek most of  the way to Deep Gap. There 
are three bridges to cross, the last being in bad repair. Also, the trail goes across rocks that slide into the creek. 
Meet at 8:30 a.m. Drive 35 miles round trip. Call leader Katharine Brown, 421-4178, for reservations and meet-
ing place.

Sat., Aug. 29
• The Nantahala Hiking Club will take a moderate 6-mile hike, elevation change 700 ft., to Bee Cove Falls 

in South Carolina. This hike has some moderate ups and downs on an old logging road off  107 near the Fish 
Hatchery. View this 80’ multi-tiered falls in a pretty area near the edge of  the escarpment of  the mountains. 
Meet at Cashiers Rec. Park at 10 a.m. Drive 20 miles round trip. Call leaders: Mike and Susan Kettles, 743-1079, 
for reservations.

Bel Canto
• The annual Bel Canto concert whose proceeds support the Highlands School music program as well as 

The Bascom exhibits has been cancelled for 2020. It’s the first cancellation in 28 years and its due, of  course to 
the Covid outbreak. Director Stell Huie asks that folks please contributions, regardless, so Bel Canto can still 
fulfill its mission this year. Meanwhile, Bel Canto is scheduled for September 12, 2021.

Highlands Twilight 5K and 10K 
Unfortunately, we are having to postpone until November 28th at 9 a.m. given present circumstances. You 

can still sign up for November!! Help us SAVE THE RACE! during these uncertain times so AHEC (Advance 
Highlands Education Committee) can purchase more laptops for Highlands School. They are needed now 
more than ever, as the school adapts to the new circumstances created by COVID 19. 

Jim Tate, Derek Taylor, Hilary Wilkes, Janice Raby, Jeff  Weller, Melissa Delany, and Leigh Hartman; board 
of  directors for AHEC, are personally asking you to HELP SAVE THE RACE! for our kids. All proceeds will 
go to the school for technology. Last year you helped us raise $25,000.00 for our kids. Signup, donate more!, 
sponsor, be generous, to help us exceed last year and SAVE THE RACE!!! Checkout the details and signup at 
www.highlandstwilight5kand10k.com. Contact Derek at 828-200-9226 for questions or to sponsor. 

Mountaintop Art & Craft Show 
• Mountaintop Art & Craft Show (previously the Village Square show) will be held in K-H Founders Park 

(Pine St.) Highlands from 10a to 5p. Aug. 29 & 30. If  the event is canceled due to Covid-19, there will be a 
virtual craft show.

364 Main Street • Highlands 
828-526-9415

Washable & Adjustable Face Masks 
for Adults & Kiddos

• One size fits most 
• Kiddos 3-10 years old 

• Carbon Filters Available, too!

– Established 1993 –

Multi-pack disposable masks for 
kids also available

And, I might point out, I still have 
all my original parts, unlike my dad.  
He has two fake knees and a fake 
hip. I’m 100% dog—no replace-
ment parts here. So there. You saw 
me stick out my tongue, right?

• Lord Banjo lives in Georgia with 
his mum, Kathy Manos Penn, author 
of  the Dickens & Christie cozy animal 
mystery series available on Amazon. 
Find Lord Banjo’s book locally at High-
land Mountain Paws and write him at 
inkpenn119@gmail.com.



Page 16 - Highlands Newspaper - Thurs., Aug. 6, 2020 - 828-200-1371

...GUARD continued from page 1

330 Main Street • Highlands • 828-482-1609

ELEVATE 
YOUR COOKING

Grill, Cure, Bake and Serve with Himalayan Salt Blocks.

AVAILABLE ONLY IN STORE
SPICEANDTEA.COM

ings for 17 years and he has been 
president for 12 years.

Navigating the future meant 
finding room for the myriad of  
donations in both the expanded 
original Mountain Finding house 
as well as eight storage units.

What was needed was more 
“retail” space and more parking.

“Donations and pickups 
were increasing. When it looked 
like we would have to start paying 
in the vicinity of  $500 a month 
for the basement space under the 
funeral home we decided to build 
a new 5,000 sq. ft. building which 
cut down on the parking we need-
ed, but increased our retail space,” 
said Hill.

Thanks to the addition on the 
original building and the new build-
ing as well as expanding Mountain 
Findings hours – typically just six 
days a week May 1 – Oct. 1 to one 
weekend each month Oct.-April –
only three storage units are needed.

“But they are not climate-
controlled so we don’t like to keep 
items in them very long,” said Hill.

With the expansion of  the 
Mountain Findings campus, Hill 
said many people took their items 
out of  local consignment shops 
where their pieces could sit for 
years and donated them to Moun-
tain Findings to get the tax write-
off.

Tom said the affluence of  the 

area has made Mountain Findings 
the place to go to find good stuff  
– not just typical thrift shop stuff.

By all accounts, Tom and 
Rose really helped in that regard.

“We worked hard to keep 
items clean and not smelling like 
a nasty thrift store. Rose kept the 
place and the items clean and or-
ganized so if  people wanted some-
thing they knew right where to go 
to find it.”

Current president Glenda 
Bell said the Hill family as done it 
all at Mountain Findings.

“Tom has done every single 
job: hauling, keeping up with do-
nations, handling all the financial 
responsibilities, making sure both 
mortgages were paid off, educat-
ing volunteers, being present near-
ly every day to handle day-to-day 
operations, contacting donors for 
pickups, the list is endless,” she 
said. “He handled the purchasing 
of  the property annex and hav-
ing it built, even painted and built 
shelving many times. And Rose 
has washed and cleaned and neat-
ened and priced more dinnerware 
and glasses than most families use 
in a lifetime.” 

When brand new items came 
in, Rose cut the price in half; prices 
on other items she adjusted for 
condition and would research on 
Ebay to know where to start.

Opening for a weekend each 
month has kept proceeds coming 
in and has helped empty storage 
units of  donations.

“A lot of  people are staying 
here year-round now and there 
are more and more second-home 
owners coming up for weekends 
and not just during ‘the season.’ 
People love Mountain Findings 
being open one weekend a month 
in the off-season – it’s ‘the place to 
shop’ and people were always ask-
ing when we were going to open,” 
said Tom.

Now with Covid and the 
amount of  time it takes to clean 
items and get them ready for dis-
play Mountain Findings is only 
open on the weekends instead of  
its normal Mon.-Sat. 10a to 4p. 

Tom said it’s also a bit harder 
finding volunteers willing to come 
out during the pandemic. But still 
every weekend is packed with 

shoppers.
Initially, the Hills said they 

would stay as full-time volunteers 
until the buildings were paid off  
but that happened a few years 
back. Finally doctors’ orders made 
the decision for them.

“It was getting to be a lot of  
stress and it was nonstop. A lot of  
time we would have crackers and 
bottle of  water for lunch and keep 
going. Rose was on her feet and 
moving at 90 mph going nonstop,” 
said Tom.

Rose has a health concern and 
Tom still feels the effects of  back 
surgery, so the doctor told them to 
slow down and get off  their feet.

Now-a-days the Hills fill their 
time doing little things – cross-
word puzzles and yes, volunteer-
ing still at Mountain Findings and 
Tom said it’s been hard to give up.

“But when I go in there, vol-
unteers see us and assume we are 
still taking care of  everything. I say, 
‘No. Look for Carter Teague, Susy 
Jackson or Marvin Carmichael!” 

The Hills have been married 
since 1962, have four children, 
six grandchildren and four great-
grandchildren. 

Tom joined the navy in 1960, 
served on submarines which kept 
him submerged for as many as 75 
days – many times missing major 
holidays and living far from his 
family. 

They lived in Orlando, FL 
and after being on shore duty from 

1978 to 1981 he decided to retire 
and went to work for the postal 
service from 1981 to 2003. 

Tom and Rose bought a 
house on Yellow Mountain in 
1993 but did not spend sub-
stantial time in Highlands until 
2003. From then until 2010, they 
spent six months in Orlando 
and six months in Highlands. In 
2005 they started volunteering at 
Mountain Findings and as they 
say, “The rest is history.”

Tom was quickly voted in 
as president and has served in 
that capacity since 2008 as well as 
Chief  Operating Officer. 

After expenses are paid, all 
proceeds from sales at Mountain 
Findings go back into the com-
munity.

Over the years, donations to 
the community from Mountain 
Findings have risen from a few 
thousand dollars a year to well 
over $200,000 this year alone. 

President Bell said filling 
their shoes is no easy task.

“Rose spent more hours that 
we can imagine working at Moun-
tain Findings. She has kept the 
spaces immaculate, cleaned dona-
tions that were not up to standard, 
priced a million objects, and has 
been Tom’s companion all these 
years just because as a couple they 
love Mountain Findings and ev-
erything it stands for.” 

– Kim Lewicki

Tom and Rose Hill. 				       – Photo by Kim Lewicki
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•Spiritually Speaking •

Proverbs 3:5 • Places to Worship •
BLUE VALLEY BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Oliver Rice, Pastor (706) 782-3965

Sundays: School:10 a.m., Worship:11 
Sunday night services every 2nd & 4th Sunday at 7 

Wednesdays: Mid-week prayer meeting:7 p.m.
BUCK CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH

828-269-3546 • Rev. Jamie Passmore, Pastor
Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11 

CASHIERS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Rev. Wes Sharpe, Pastor 828-743-5298
Sundays: School at 9:30 Worship 10:30

Wednesday night Dinner and Service 5:30 
CHAPEL OF THE SKY

Sky Valley, GA • 706-746-2999 
Sundays: 10 a.m.:Worship 

Holy Communion 1st & 3rd Sundays 
CHRIST ANGLICAN CHURCH 

Rector: Jim Murphy, 252-671-4011 
464 US Hwy 64 east, Cashiers 

9:30a Early Service; 11a Worship Service; 
CHRIST CHURCH OF THE VALLEY, CASHIERS

Pastor Brent Metcalf • 743-5470
Sun.10:45am, S.S 9:30am. Wed. 6pm supper and teaching.

Tues. Guys study 8am, Gals 10am.
CLEAR CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH

Pastor Jim Kinard
Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11a.m. 
1st & 3rd Sunday night Service: 7.p.m.

Wednesdays –Supper at 6 p.m. 
COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH
www.cbchighlands.com • 526-4685
3645 Cashiers Rd, Highlands, NC 

Sr. Pastor Gary Hewins  
Sun.: 9:30am: Sunday School10:30am: Middle & High School; 

10:45am: Child. Program,10: 45am: Worship
Wed.: 5pm Dinner ($7 adult, $2 child), 6pm CBC U.

COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH OF SKY VALLEY
706.746.3144• 696 Sky Valley Way #447, 

Pastor Gary Hewins
Worship: Sun. 9 a.m., with Holy Communion the 1st & 3rd 
Sun.; Tues: Community Supper 5:30 followed by Bible Study. 
EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF THE INCARNATION

Rev. W. Bentley Manning • 526-2968
Sunday Services Live-Stream at 10:30 a.m.,

Morning Prayer Weekdays on Facebook live at 8:30 a.m.
Holy Eucharist at noon in the garden on Mondays and 

Wednesdays
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH HIGHLANDS

828-526-4153 • www.fbchighlands.org
Dr. Mark Ford, Pastor• 220 Main Street, Highlands 
Sun.:Worship 10:45 am; Sun.: Bible Study 9:30 am

Wed.: Men’s Bible Study 8:30 am; Choir 5p; Prayer Mtg 6:15p 
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Curtis Fussell & Emily Wilmarth, pastors 

526-3175 • fpchighlands.org
Sun.: Worship 8:30a Adult Ed.: 9:30a.m.; Worship 11 a.m.

Mondays: Men’s Prayer Group & Breakfast 8 a.m. 
Wed: Choir:6p

GOLDMINE BAPTIST CHURCH
(Off Franklin/Highlands Rd) 

Sunday School:10 am, Worship Service:11 am
GRACE COMMUNITY CHURCH OF CASHIERS

Non-Denominational-Contemporary Worship
242 Hwy 107N, 1/4 miles from Crossroads in Cashiers

www.gracecashiers.com • Pastor Steve Doerter: 743-9814

Services: Sundays 10am - Wed. - 7pm; Dinner - Wed. 6pm 

HAMBURG BAPTIST CHURCH
Hwy 107N. • Glenville, NC • 743-2729 • Nathan Johnson
Sunday: School 9:45a, Worship 11a & 7p, Bible Study 6p

Wed. Kidsquest 6p.; Worship 7p.
HIGHLANDS ASSEMBLY OF GOD

Randy Reed, Pastor 828-421-9172 • 165 S. Sixth Street  
Sundays: Worship:11 

HIGHLANDS CENTRAL BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Dan Robinson

670 N. 4th Street (next to the Highlands Civic Center)
Sun.: Morning Worship 10:45a., Evening Worship, 6p. 

Wednesday: Prayer Service, 6:30 p.
HIGHLANDS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

Pastor Randy Lucas 526-3376
Virtual Service Only

10a Sunday
HOLY FAMILY LUTHERAN CHURCH: ELCA

Chaplain Margaret Howell • 2152 Dillard Road • 526-9741
Worship/Communion:10:30 

All are welcome.
HEALING SERVICE on the 5th Sunday of the month.

MACEDONIA BAPTIST CHURCH
8 miles south of Highlands on N.C. 28 S in Satolah

Pastor Zane Talley
Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11, Choir:6 p.m.

Wed: Bible Study and Youth Mtg.:7 p.m.
MOUNTAIN SYNAGOGUE

at St. Cyprian’s Episcopal Church, Franklin • 828-524-9463
MOUNTAIN BIBLE CHURCH 

743-2583 • Independent Bible Church 
Sun:10:30 a.m. at Big Ridge Baptist Church,  

4224 Big Ridge Road (4.5 miles from NC 107) 
Weds: Bible Study 6:30 p.m.; Youth Group 6 p.m. 

OUR LADY OF THE MOUNTAINS  
CATHOLIC CHURCH

Rev. Fr. Jason K. Barone – 526-2418
Mass: Thurs. 12:10; Fri. 9am; Sun: 11 a.m.

SCALY MOUNTAIN BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Marty Kilby

Sundays: School –10 a.m.; Worship –11 a.m. & 7 
Wednesdays: Prayer Mtg.:7 p.m.

SCALY MOUNTAIN CHURCH OF GOD
290 Buck Knob Road; Pastor Donald G. Bates • 526-3212
Sun.: School:10 a.m.; Worship:10:45 a.m.; Worship: 6 p.m.

SHORTOFF BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Rev. Andy Cloer 

Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11 a.m. 
Wednesdays: Prayer & Bible Study:6 p.m. 
ST. JUDE’S CATHOLIC CHURCH
Mass: Thurs. 9am, Fri., 11am; Sun. 9am 

THE CHURCH OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD
1448 Highway 107 S., Office: 743-2359 • Rev. Rob Wood
June-Sept: Sunday Services: Rite I, 8a, Rite II, 9:15 & 11a

Nursery available for Rite II services
Sept 6-Oct 25-Informal Evening Eucharist-5:30 p.m. 

Thursday: Noon Healing Service with Eucharist.
UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST FELLOWSHIP 

85 Sierra Drive, Franklin • uufranklin.org  
Sunday Worship - 11 a.m. 

WHITESIDE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Rev. Sam Forrester/Cashiers

Sunday School:10 am, Worship Service:11 am

John 3:16

Very few of  us, I suspect, knew what was ahead of  
us back in March. Who could have predicted, those 
many months back now, that our lives would be so 

upended – that we would be forced to stay in our homes 
– unable to gather with friends – forced to be physically iso-
lated? None of  us could have imagined this would be the 
“new normal.” 

Certainly, this is one of  the most painful lessons we 
have learned during the pandemic – none of  us know what 
the future holds. How could we? And while most of  us do 
all we can to prepare and plan for the future, COVID-19 has 
forced us to give up the illusion the we are in control of  our 
lives.

Another lesson we are learning, if  even slowly, is to truly 
appreciate the value of  things we once took for granted. One 
of  my favorite theologians, Stanley Hauerwas, wrote about 
this a few weeks back in an article published in The Living 
Church. Midway through the article Hauerwas writes:

“The wound that the virus has inflicted on us is to 
tempt us to become impatient with ourselves and others in 
an effort to return to the ‘normal.’ We had not realized how 
dependent we have become on the everyday habit of  go-
ing to church and seeing one another on Sundays. We had 
lost track of  the significance of  our willingness to touch one 
another as a sign that we rejoice in their presence. In short, 
we had lost the significance of  the everyday, and we rightly 
want it back.”

Getting back the things we once took for granted is tak-
ing much longer than any of  us would want it to take. As we 
journey ahead, we would do well to re-examine all the things 
we once assumed were fixed, permanent, and secure. I know 
I have my list. 

Life is contingent and always has been. What is new is 
our perception and appreciation for this truth. My prayer is 
that during this unfamiliar time we might recover the signifi-
cance of  everyday matters. I trust, that with God’s help, such 
a hope might be realized. 

Episcopal Church of the Incarnation
Rev. W. Bentley Manning

Getting used to 
‘the new 

normal’ may take 
awhile

crats. 
This coalition gave him the narrow electoral majority 

he needed.
In 2020, it appears he can still count on those who like 

his style, who like his policies, and who vote straight party. 
But the novelty has worn off, and to defeat a likable, 

moderate, not polarizing Joe Biden, he’s going to have to 
replace those anti-Hillary voters, and that may not be easy. 
He also must distract voters from Covid-19 and its impact 
on the nation’s health and the economy.

His opponents believe he’s vulnerable. His supporters 
believe he’s bullet proof. Suffice it to say, we Americans are 
in for an interesting presidential campaign. 

...WORD MATTER from page 13
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...GRADUATION continued from page 1

Wilbanks Smile Center

706-886-9439 • 800-884-9439
278 East Doyle St. • Toccoa, GA

COMPLETE DENTAL CARE UNDER ONE ROOF

You are only 50 miles away from 40 years experience in 
top-notch, high-tech, one-stop dentistry known for its gentle touch. 

www.WilbanksSmileCenter.com

• Dental Implants • Root Canal Therapy
• SINGLE VISIT CROWNS! 

• Orthodontics including Invisalign  
• Wisdom Teeth Extractions 

and of course ...
• Fillings and Cleanings

(IV Sedation, too)

Dr. Joseph H. Wilbanks, D.D.S.

had pictured it. It was not a tra-
ditional Highlands graduation, but 
this was truly a special and un-
forgettable event. It was an emo-
tional time for many, as we did not 
know if  it would end up happen-
ing or not.”

Salutatorian Morgan Olvera 
welcomed those in attendance and 
thanked Highlands School staff, 
students, and parents for their ef-
forts throughout the year. 

“COVID-19 definitely made 
my senior year a bit more difficult 
with my in-person classes and just 
overall productivity,” said Olvera 
regarding an unpredictable senior 
year. “The canceling of  the end- 
of-year senior activities was hard 
to deal with at first, but we later 
learned it was the best option dur-
ing these circumstances. I’m glad 
that later on in the year we got to 
experience the final milestone of  
high school, graduation!”

The Commencement Ad-
dress was delivered by First Grade 
Assistant Teacher Cindy Reed 
who encouraged graduates to fol-
low their dreams, achieve their 
goals, and do something that 
makes them happy.

“Life will be tough and ever-
stressful, but you will survive, and 
the learning process will make you 

smarter and stronger,” said Reed.
After seniors received their di-

plomas, Co-Valedictorians Camren 
Dalton and Sayla Roman delivered 
the Farewell Addresses. 

Roman said remote learning 
had its challenges and is glad to be 
moving onto the next step in life.

“I am so happy to finally be 
done with high school, it’s taken 
far too long,” said Roman. “It al-
most felt like we had already gradu-
ated earlier because classes ended in 
May, but it was nice to finally have 
the closure of  graduation to end 
high school.”

Roman added it was nice hav-
ing an outdoor ceremony, too.

“I love that we had an outdoor 
ceremony,” she said. “I consider it 
a ‘perk’ of  COVID if  you will and 
even though it was hot, I enjoyed 
having the ceremony outdoors. The 
location also helped with keeping 
the distance.”

Graduate Kedra McCall said 
the outdoor ceremony went well 
and she’s excited for the future.

“It’s a weird feeling to be a 
graduate, but awesome to know 
we’re all moving onto a new chap-
ter with the whole world laying at 
our feet in front of  us,” said Mc-
Call. “I’m very excited for college, 
while nervous at the same time. I’m 

excited for so many new things 
and people.”

McCall added that students 
wouldn’t have made it to gradu-
ation without a strong support 
system.

“Thank you to all of  High-
lands who made our graduation 
possible, both by educating and 
motivating us, and being persis-
tent throughout all of  the un-
known during COVID,” she said.  

Holbrooks said she was 
grateful Highlands could host a 
ceremony for seniors who have 
all worked hard to reach this 
milestone.

“We are beyond proud of  
this special group of  seniors,” 
she said. “They lifted each other 
up during times of  disappoint-
ment during their senior year, as 
well as personal tragedies. They 
stuck together and showed their 
maturity throughout these dif-
ficult times. We look forward to 
seeing them spread their wings 
and to hear of  all the magnificent 
goals that they will accomplish. 
We hope they always remember 
their time as Highlands School 
and take the Highlander Pride 
motto whenever they go. Con-
grats, Class of  2020!”

The 33 seniors of the Class of 2020 culminated their senior year by socially distancing under blue skies. 
– photos by Brian O’Shea

Join us for 

R( NIGHT 
PRESENTED ON ZOOM 

Thursday, August 13, 2020 7:00PM 
Present! Read your favorite poem from the great history of American and 
English poetry, or from living poets with national and international reputations. 

Sign up at 
https://www.cashiersfriends.com/poetry-night-reader-application.html 

Enjoy! Sign up for the Zoom presenttation to listen to local poetry 
enthusiasts recite their fovorttite poems. 

r
RSVP at https://www.cashiersf iends.com/poetry-night-rsvp.html 

For more information, visit www.cashiersfriends.com ·"�"'
... ,., 

UM 
SuPPOltTING OUR l.ie,tARV 

PUSENfEU JV rHE FrtlENUS OF rHE UJiAiY 
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The Highlands Police Department is requesting information in the following cases:
A Dewalt table saw and a Dewalt chop saw were reported stolen from a job site on 

Holt Circle during the weekend of  July 10. The Police Department is looking for any 
information on the location of  these tools, or any suspicious activity observed in the area 
of  Holt Circle during the July 10 weekend. 

The Police Department is also looking for information on vandalism which occurred 
at the Highlands Skate Park at the Highlands Civic Center. During the evening hours of  
July 19 the park was vandalized by graffiti painted on the concrete. 

If  you have any information on either of  these crimes, please contact Highlands 
Police Department at (828) 526-9431 or email Investigator Tim Broughton at tim.brough-
ton@highlandsnc.org

Highlands Police Dept. Seeks Information

Notice is hereby given that the Highlands Police Department, Highlands North Car-
olina, has in their possession, Bicycles, Computer Equipment, Jewelry, Driver’s Licenses, 
Books, Wallets, Purses, Clothing, Cell Phones, Electronics, US Currency, Firearms, and 
other various items which have been turned in to the department as found property and 
have been held for a time greater than the required preservation time as described by 
state law. 

All persons who have or claim any possessory interest of  these items are request-
ed to make and establish such claim or interest to the Highlands Police Department 
Evidence and Property Section no later than 30 days from the date of  this publication. 
Claims for said property may be made to Sergeant Tim Broughton - Property Control 
Manager. Persons may make claim of  ownership in the following manners: In person at 
the Highlands Police Department, 372 Oak Street, Highlands North Carolina; by phone 
by calling (828) 526-9431; or by email to tim.broughton@highlandsnc.org. Proof  of  
ownership is required.

The Highlands Police Department will offer said articles for auction, donation, or 
destruction after the 30 days. Auction of  suitable property will be handled by www.gov-
deals.com and funds from auctioned property will be turned over to the Macon County 
Public School System. Unclaimed bicycles and property will be donated to a charity orga-
nization. Property not suitable for donation or auction will be destroyed.

This notice is given in accordance with provisions the General Statutes of  North 
Carolina, Chapter 15, Section 12.

Notice of Unclaimed Property

 Posh Paws Pet Spa   
 ​828-526-9581  

411 N. 4TH STREET, HIGHLANDS, NC 28741 
OPEN YEAR ROUND TUESDAY-SATURDAY 9-5  

 

Summertime= 
Treat Time!!! 

 

10% off of ALL treats 
throughout the month of 

August!!! 
 ​Posh Paws carries soft, chewy, meaty, and jerky treats 

as well as dental chews, bully sticks, frozen doggy yogurt, 
and health supplementing treats. 

There are also plenty of new toys to check out!!! 
 Pure Vita and NutriSource food is back in stock. 

By Brian O’Shea
Plateau Daily News

Ladies from the Mountain Garden 
Club developed and maintain a garden 
behind the Eckerd Living Center on the 
Highlands-Cashiers Hospital campus much 
to the delight of  ELC residents.

MGC Members were able to visit the 
garden earlier this month for the first time 
since they performed in last year’s High-
lands Christmas Parade for some much-
needed maintenance.

MGC Member Midge Rothermal 
helped spearhead the project 4 years ago.

“When we first began this project and 
took a walk around, the shrubbery was up 
past the windows,” said Rothermal. “When 
I trimmed down and could see the resident 
inside, they were applauding. They love 
coming out here, it’s just wonderful.”

The garden is full dahlias, shrubbery, 

and blooming plants from this year’s can-
celled annual Plant Sale. ELC Resident Joe 
Marks said he visits the garden often.

“It’s beautiful,” said Marks. “I come out 
here every day and I like looking at all of  the 
plants, we’re very lucky to have this.”

ELC Activities Director Chase Nelson 
said the residents are very appreciative of  
the MGC’s efforts.

“It’s one of  the few places they can go 
and be surrounded by nature,” said Nelson. 
“They water the plants, they points things 
out to us, they love it.”

MGC President Ellie Houston said the 
Club supports the ELC in a variety of  ways 
to help make their days a little brighter.

“We come dance for them on Valen-
tine’s Day and St. Patrick’s Day, the residents 
love it and so do the nurses,” said Houston. 
“And we love doing it.”

Mountain Garden Club brightens up 
the Eckerd Living Center campus

MGC members, Sherrie Cathcart, Ellie Houston, Midge Rothermel, and Ginny Dunwoody.
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209 N. 4th Street
(Corner of N. 4th and Oak streets 

upstairs across from Town Hall. 

Phone: 828-526-3241
Fax: 828-482-9019
Email: rachelbkelleyllc@gmail.com

Rachel B. Kelley, PMHNP-BC
ARNP - Board Certified
Psychiatric • Mental Health
Medication Management
Positive Wellness

Whiteside Cove  
Cottages

800-805-3558 • 828-526-2222

5 new log cabins 
nestled in the hemlocks 
on 25 acres at the base 

of Whiteside 
Mountain.

,:. 
VIVA WELLNESS 
526-1566

CBD � HEALS 
• 50 mg CBD 30 Pressed Tabs

• 50 mg CBD 30 Gel Caps
• I 00 mg CBD 30 Gel Caps

• CBD cream and balm
Also Available: 

Far Infrared Sauna Capsule 
Massage Spa Capsule 

5 Cotta e Row • U.S. 64 East 
Whole Body Vibration

• Interior & Exterior Painting
• Pressure Washing

• House Maintenance
• Drywall Repair

• Deck Repair
Quality Work • Fully Insured

Lupe Gonzales
avpintura@gmail.com

828-332-1539 or 678-873-2927

• Grading
• Excavating
• Driveways
• Build sites

• Hauling
• Septic Systems 

Edwin Wilson
Cell (828) 421-3643 

Office/fax (828) 526-4758
wilsongrading@yahoo.com 

Mendoza 
Tree Expert
Quality Tree Care 

& Removal •16+ years

828-200-9217
Fully Insured 

estimates@mendozatree.com
www.mendozatree.com

FIREWOOD FOR SALE

We accept al l  credit cards

Bill Barber 
Homes

billbarber22@gmail.com
billbarberhomes.com

(828)
226-9696

We have a special knack for 
keeping your taxes on track

Brophy & Associates
Consulting, LLC

Robbin Brophy
Enrolled Agent
(828) 558-4300

• Tax return preparation for small 
 businesses and individuals
• QuickBooks training and 
 bookkeeping services
• IRS/State representation

367 Dellwood Rd., Bldg. E, Ste. 3
Waynesville, NC 28786

(828) 558-4300 office • (833) 234-4881 fax
brophytax.com

robbin@brophytax.com

(828) 482-9374
(772) 532-0706

The Highlands Barbershop

Open Mon.-Sat.
10a to 5p

Billingsley 
Turf Management 
and Landscaping 

For all of your 
turf and landscaping projects, 

Call 828-526-2258

446 Oak Street 
across from the park.

Enter from Oak Street



chestnut storage

Look for our sign!
10890 Buck Creek Rd. - 1/2 mile off Cashiers Rd near the hospital 

Storage Units Available
Secure 24 Hour Access

Easy In - Easy Out
Great Rates - Great Terms

Call today to find out why we’re
“Highland’s Premier Facility”

828-482-1045

Ryan M. Bears
Broker

Pat Allen, Broker in Charge

Cell: 803-271-5426
Office: 828-526-8784

Ryan@patallenrealtygroup.com

MORALESPAINTINGANDSERVICES@GMAIL.COM

706.982.9768
828-226.5347

INTERIOR/EXTERIOR PAINTING • LAWN MAINTENANCE
HOUSE MAINTENANCE • QUALITY WORK

FULLY INSURED

Highlands Automotive

2851 Cashiers Road • highlandsautomotive.com
828-787-2360

NC
Inspection

Station

Service
&

Repair

• Residential or  
Commercial 

• Over 40 Years  
Experience 

• Fast and Dependable
• FREE Estimates

• FREE Pick-up and 
Delivery

American 
Upholstery 

Same Phone Numbers:
(864) 638-9661 cell: (864) 710-9106

WE HAVE MOVED TO

Sample Books Available

105 Ashley Drive • Walhalla, SC 29691
(Same Owners: Morris & Rachel Bible)
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HIGH PRESSURE WASHING IS OUT!
LOW PRESSURE SOFT WASH IS IN!

Hometown Cedar Roof Cleaning

828-342-5432

• Certified • Softwash process 
• Eradicate infestations

• Rehydrate shakes • Extend roof life
FREE ESTIMATE

Call or email for a FREE Eagleview 
report of your roof including pictures 

and measurements.

Looking for 
a church home? 

Wayfarers Unity Chapel is a non denominational, 
inclusive church located at 182 Wayfarer Lane, off 

Highway 246 in Dillard, GA, just 1.7 miles from 
Highway 441 

Social time begins at 9:30 and services 
begin at 10 a.m. on Sundays

Visit our website www.wayfarersunity.org 
for more information, or call 706-746-3303

Holy Family Lutheran Church

We social distance and wear masks
Please join us for worship 

this Sunday 10:30 AM 
Pastor Steve Ridenhour will officiate

2152 Dillard Road Highlands, NC
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•Classifieds•
FOR SALE 
SPODE WILDLIFE 

WOODLAND CHINA. 35 
pieces. $850. Spode Turkey chi-
na. 27 pieces. $650. Both sets 
for $1,400. Victorian bed with 
matching 3-drawer dresser 
with mirror. New mattress and 
linens. 828-200-9777.  (st. 8/6)

SOLOFLEX HOME 
GYM with butterfly, and leg at-
tachments. List price is $3380, 
asking $1000 OBO. 434-242-
1174 (st. 5/21)

E-Z UP 10X10 VEN-
DOR TENT with sidewalls 
& weights. Excellent condition. 
$170. 828-526-1031 (st. 1/30) 

F I R E WO O D  F O R 
SALE. Call or text Matt at 
706-239-0880. (st. 9/26)

WANTED 
LOCAL RESIDENTS 

LOOKING FOR HOUSE 
to rent at reasonable price. 
At least two bedrooms, must 
allow pets. Need ASAP. Call/
Text 828-200-0397 (st. 7/30). 

COMIC BOOKS – Buy / 
Sell. Call Bob @ 302-530-1109 
(9/24)

TO BUY COLT PY-
THON. THE OLDER THE 
BETTER. Call 526-9803. (st. 
7/2)

FULL HOUSE GAL-
LERY in Highlands Plaza is 
accepting CONSIGNMENT 
FURNITURE. Please call or 
text Susan at 828-526-6004. 
(st. 3/19)

WANTED TO BUY: 
US & Foreign COINS & CUR-
RENCY. Top prices paid, free 
appraisals, call Dan at 828-421-
1616 or email danhazazer@
gmail.com (8/13)

HARLEY DAVIDSON 
MOTORCYCLE MEMO-
RABILIA. Call Sandra La 
Jeunesse at 828-371-2214. 

HELP WANTED
WOLFGANGS is look-

ing for a Sous Chef with a 
solid track record. for dinner 
prep and service. Need to be 
creative. Also waitstaff, backer. 
Best award of Wine Spectator. 
Please email mindygreen@
me.com for either position. 
(st. 5/28)

THE LOG CABIN res-
taurant, downtown Highlands, 
is hiring all positions includ-
ing sous chef, front of house 
manager, servers, line cooks 
and handymanlandscaper to 
start immediately. Call 828 
526-5777 or email jason@
logcabinhighlands.com. (st. 
6/11)

LUXURY LODGE 
MANAGER needed for 
live in position. Prefer a local 
couple/individual to entertain, 
offer cooking classes and main-
tain facility while enjoying living 
in an exceptional facility. Must 
have impeccable references 
and some experience in hospi-
tality/maintence.mrpaulkrk@
yahoo.com. (st. 6/11) 

LOCAL TREE COM-
PANY HIRING – Jesse’s Tree 
Service, LLC, local to the High-
lands, NC area is seeking both 
tree climbers and grounds/
cleanup crew. Pat experience 
a plus but company will train. 
Salary is based on experience. 
We ae looking for reliable, 
drug-free, hard working indi-
viduals. Driver’s license and a 
clean driving record a plus. If 
interested, please call owner, 
Jesse Finley at 828-342-1974 
to set up an interview. (st. 6/4) 

NOW HIRING PART- 
AND FULL-TIME AS-
SOCIATES FOR RETAIL 
STORE. Must be willing to 
work weekends and holidays. 
Call Shannon at 526-8864 or 
email Shannon@dutchmans-
designs.com (st. 6/4) 

NOW HIRING AT 

WILD THYME. We are look-
ing for a sous chef, waitstaff, 
dishwasher and hostess. Must 
have positive attitude and reli-
able transportation. Apply in 
person at Wild Thyme Gour-
met in Town Square on Main 
Street in Highlands. Please no 
phone calls. (st. 5/28) 

AT OEI – Servers, Host/
Hostess, Bartenders, Bussers, 
Asst. Pastry Chef, Pastry Cook, 
Cook, Dishwashers, Reserva-
tionists, Bellman, Front Desk, 
Night Auditor, Housekeepers, 
Turndown Attendants, House-
man Cosmetologist, Certified 
Massage Therapist, Spa At-
tendant, Part-time Marketing 
& Administrative Assistant, 
Gardener’s Assistants (Full-
time year round, full-time 
seasonal, part-time seasonal) 
Please apply online at www.
oldedwardsinn.com/careers

 JOIN OUR TEAM! 
Nectar Juice Bar (located 
inside Whole Life Market) is 
now hiring! Are you looking 
for a fun, healthy-minded in-
dividual looking for full-time, 
year-round work? Experience 
is not necessary, but kitchen 
or barista skills a plus. Com-
petitive pay! Apply at Whole 
Life Market, 680 N. 4th St., 
Highlands. 

CHESTNUT HILL is an 
upscale Assisted Living Com-
munity in search of a Dietary 
Cook, CNAs, Med Techs, Wait 
Staff and Housekeeping. Send 
resume to Lindabtiff@aol.com 
or call 828-526-5251. (st. 2/13)

RANDEVU now hiring 
waitstaff, hostess and expediter. 
Call 828-743-0190. (st. 2/27)

EMPLOYMENT OP-
PORTUNITIES AVAIL-
ABLE AT HIGHLANDS 
SMOKEHOUSE. Hiring line 
cooks, and front of the house. 
Commitment to excellence in 

food quality and guest service. 
We are proud of the products 
and service we provide, we 
create experiences not just 
sell food. Offering defined, 
sane schedules and healthy 
work environment allowing 
for a balanced life. Very co-
operative pay. Food service 
experience preferred. Tobacco 
free workplace. Contact us at 
Smokehouserecruiting@gmail.
com (st. 5/2)

S A L E S  A S S O C I -
ATE HIGH END RETAIL 
CLOTHING STORE IN 
HIGHLANDS AND CA-
SHIERS, NC. Full time, part 
time and seasonal. Inquire to 
828-200-0928. (st. 3/38) 

SERVICES 
I INSTALL TILE! TILE 

is Healthy & Non-Toxic. Spe-
cializing in Shower/Bathroom, 
Kitchen/Backlashes, Entrance 
Ways/Patios & Flooring. 25yrs 
experience. Also offer grout 
cleaning. Licensed & Insured. 
Mike Bertone/Owner of Ber-
tone Tile Design & Flooring 
LLC. 828-526-4943 or text: 
321-303-7560. (8/27) 

HIGHLANDS-CA-
SHIERS HANDYMAN: 
Repairs, remodeling, paint-
ing, pressure washing, minor 
plumbing and electric, decks 
and additions. Free Estimates. 
Insured. Call 828-200-4071. 
(6/11)

HIGHLANDS HANDI-
MAN – Can fix anything inside 
or out. Carpentry, Interior and 
exterior painting, pressure 
washing, lawn care, hauling. 
and will monitor house during 
winter. Free Estimates. Refer-
ences. Call Tony. 828-200-5770 
or 828-482-0159. (st. 3/26) 

GUTTER CLEANING, 
METAL ROOF & FABRI-
CATON roof repairs, chimney 
flashing, debris removal, pres-

sure washing. Call 371-1103. 
(st. 6/27/19)

HIGH COUNTRY 
PHOTO/KEVIN VIN-
SON: scanning photos, 
slides & negatives to CD 
or DVD for easier view-
ing. Video transfer to DVD. 
Everything done in house. 
Leave message at 828-526-
5208. (st. 6/4) 

REAL ESTATE FOR 
RENT

ROOM FOR RENT 
– Spacious Scaly Mountain 
Home w/caring roommates. 
$500/month. 610.955.9356. 
(st. 7/9) 

REAL ESTATE FOR 
SALE

BY OWNER – Nice 
year-round 3BR/3BA home. 
Excellent view of lake. Ad-
jacent to Lakeside Park in 
Rocky Knob. 3,700’ eleva-
tion. 7 miles from Highlands 
on the Atlanta side. Gated 
and paved road. $659,000. 
Call 888-706-4551. (9/10)

HIGHLANDS CON-
DO – 1 bed plus bonus 
room with 2 bathrooms, ac-
tivity room, one-car garage. 
239-597-2959. (st. 7/16)

5 LOTS. 3.22 ACRES. 
Borders NSFS. VIEWS. Well, 
septics, utilities, roads in-
stalled. PRIVATE. Multiple 
exit/entry. 2/2 residence. 
ask ing  $186 ,000 Ca l l 
828.482.2050. 

SIX ACRES ON 
BUCK CREEK ROAD 
behind Highlands-Cashiers 
Hospital. Sign on property. 
843-460-8015. (st. 5/30) 

2 / 2  C L AY T O N 
H O M E  I N  L O W-
ER CLEAR CREEK. 
1+acre ,P r i v a te . V i ew. 
$118,000. Call 706.782.9728 
(st. 9/5) 



Main Street Inn & Bistro 
828-526-2590 • mainstreet-inn.com

“Ace is the Place.”

At Main & 3rd streets
Highlands 526-2157

Hardware
Reeves

3

www.highlandsiscalling.com
828-526-3717 

11

Country Club Properties
“Your local hometown 

Real Estate professionals.”
3 Offices 828-526-2520

www.CCPHighlandsNC.com

2 “Highlands is calling  
and I must go.”

6

Suzanne McDavid
Broker

cell: (678) 276-6133 • Off: (828) 526-8300

401 N 5th St., Highlands

SILVER EAGLE 

349 Main Street, Highlands, NC
828.526.5190 silvereaglegallery.com

Native American Jewelry
  Crystal & Gem Gallery

33

33

11

40
2

2

2 1

12

10
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6
78

13

4
13

9

Mitzi Rauers, Broker 
404-218-9123 

mitzi@meadowsmtnrealty.com
meadowsmountainrealty.com

13

K-H Park

Martin-Lipscomb 
Performing Arts Center 

(PAC)

Top 12% 
of 

Brokers 
in 2019

Sotheby’s
is the top

firm in
Highlands 
since 2013 

Andrea Gabbard

c 828.200.6742

o 828.526.8300
AndreaGabbard@gmail.com
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“Local Expertise. Global Connections.”
114 N. 4th Street • Highlands, NC

sheryl.wilson@sothebysrealty.com • highlandssir.com
office: 828.526.8300 • cell: 828.337.0706

Sheryl Wilson

Licensed in NC and GA
Doug Helms
828.226.2999

Clif Gottwals
303.887.7479

P H ALMER    OUSE
PROPERTIES

ELEVATED

SOLD



D A V I D  L E V I N E
B R O K E R

CELL: 828-482-2844 
DAVID@DAVID-LEVINE.COM

HIGHLANDS  OFFICE
225  MAIN STREET ·  828 -526 -4663

Cashmere
Scotland’s Best Knitwear

McCULLEY’S

242 S. 4th St. & Pop up 
on Main Street

Open 7 days a week
526-4407

828-526-2338

30  ...on the Verandah 
Restaurant

on Lake Sequoyah

www.ontheverandah.com

Open Year-Round • 6 days a week
343-D Main Street. • 526-4035

Open 
Inside 

&
Outside
11a-4p

5:30-til?

8

9

Jody Lovell • 828.226.6303

www.wildthymegourmet.com

Pat Allen 
Broker-in-charge

Cell: 828-200-9179 
pat@patallenrealtygroup.com 

Office: 828-526-8784
295 Dillard Road

Highlands, NC 28741

 5 Not the Biggest ... Just the Best!
www.patallenrealtygroup.com 

BROKERS:

DAV ID 
BOCK 
BUILDERS 

www.BockBuilders.com 828-526-2240 

Top Producers for 15 Years

6

Kurt Barbee
828-545-7272
Ryan Bears

803-271-5426
Darlene Conley 

404-427-2448 
Christy Harris
404-229-8737 

Rick Harrison
404-906-5113 

Sam McPherson
678-378-5413
John Morris 
770-401-3386 
Julie Osborn
828-200-6165
Cy Timmons 
828-200-9762

Steve Sheppard
404-219-1349

• #1 Broker Highlands/
Cashiers MLS 2001-2019

• #1 Broker North Carolina 
2016/2017

• Top 2 Broker North Carolina 
2018 per Real Trends

Investing in Life – On a Whole New Level

Susie deVille
Broker Associate

828-371-2079

Pat Gleeson
Owner, BIC

828-782-0472

Bee Gleeson 
Broker Associate

404-307-1415

Chris Duffy 
Broker Associate

828-526-6763

125 South 4th Street, Highlands • (828) 526-8118 
www.WhiteOakRG.com

Christal Green 
Broker Assoc./Office Admin.

828-200-9699

Tom Bean
Broker Associate

828-526-6383

474 Main Street
828.526.3807 | wolfgangs.net

Serving 6 days a week
(Closed Tuesdays)

Bistro 4p
Dining Room 5:30p

Please call 
for reservations

Open for 
Limited Inside 

Dining
Everyday 

4-8p

Main Street Highlands • Reservations: 526-4906

Taking Reservations
Dinner at 5:00 pm

Closed Wednesday


