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Every day the Macon County 
School System sends out an alert 
about COVID-19 cases in its 
schools.

Just this past Monday Moun-
tain View Intermediate School 
reported one case, Cartoogechaye 
Elementary School reported one 
case, Franklin High School reported 
three cases, Iotla Valley Elemen-
tary School reported one case and 
Macon Middle School reported 
two cases.

On Tuesday, MCSS was noti-

With COVID on the rise, 
Highlands’ rental business is 
booming and the real estate market 
is changing. Vacationers, short-
term renters and new homeowners 
have decided to escape quarantine 
in their home states and make 

Highlands their destination.
However, according to Leah 

McCall with the Highlands Police 
Department it’s clear that this influx 
of  new people is not aware of  
Highlands’ town ordinances.

“One issue that has become 

problematic is that of  proper 
garbage disposal,” she said. 

Over the last year, and most 
recently at the November 19 Town 
Board meeting, the board voted 
unanimously to amend its Code 

Town’s stance on ‘garbage’ explained

fied that a positive case of  CO-
VID-19 has been confirmed within 
Macon County Schools Support 
Staff.

In addition, Macon Middle 
School suspended face-to-face 
instruction beginning Wednesday, 
December 9th through Friday, 
December 11th. 

The suspension of  instruc-
tion is due to the loss of  staff  to 
quarantine and COVID-19 related 
symptoms. Macon Middle School 

Dept. HHS steps in to 
bring rapid covid testing 

to NC schools

• See TESTING page 8

 NC Governor tightens 
restrictions due to COVID

On Tuesday, NC Governor 
Roy Cooper announced a modi-
fied Stay-at-Home order effective 
Friday, Dec. 11 until Friday, Jan. 8 
– the most strict order since Me-
morial Day.

“As cases across the country 
continue to rise, we’ve seen rapid 
increases in our key metrics here 

in North Carolina,” Cooper said 
during a news conference. “Our 
case counts have broken single-
day records on three separate 
days in just the last week, and the 
percent of  tests returning posi-
tive has increased to more than 10 
percent.”

Blue Ridge Early College and Highlands Varsity 
VB fight it out in second battle of season

Highlands India Clark dives to return a BREC serve last week on the road. See stories and photos about last 
week’s games on page 14. 				                – Photo by Brian O’Shea, Plateau Daily News
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Here is yet another pho-
to that illustrates trash 
disposal problems that 

a small number of  residents 
continue to generate. 

Yes, I and the board might 
be viewed as garbage nazis by 
some with the passage of  the 
ordinance requiring bear-resis-
tant toters be used and closed 
properly, but we are not going 
to sit back and see Highlands lit-
erally get trashed by a few indi-
viduals who do not want to take 
responsibility for properly disposing the gar-
bage they generate.

This photo was taken last week in front 
of  a residence on a main corridor in our 
town. Probably someone came for the week 
or weekend and simply put out their garbage 
in these unsecured containers as they left. 
There is a black toter in the photo, but it is 
obviously not bear-resistant. I suspect these 
folks live back home in a development that 
would never tolerate what the photo depicts. 
Why is it OK to do this in Highlands? This 
irresponsible behavior and is also no longer 
acceptable in Highlands.

Someone left town and triggered a 

mess for others to deal with. 
I know they had been warned 
about the bear-resistant toter or-
dinance. Notice the red warning 
tag in the upper right hand por-
tion of  the photo.

The ordinance was passed 
16 months ago and was to go 
into effect on August 1st of  this 
year. The board delayed the or-
dinance enforcement for a year 
so folks would have time to pur-
chase the toters.

Then in August implemen-
tation of  the ordinance was delayed because 
of  backorders of  toters at local stores. All 
the back orders have now been filled and 
there are toters in stock. 

This fall residents who still didn’t have 
bear-resistant toters had red tag warnings 
placed on their nonconforming trash cans. 
At a recent meeting, the Town Board autho-
rized the Town Manager and staff  to begin 
enforcement of  the ordinance when all the 
backorder issues were resolved. Therefore, 
beginning January 1st, the ordinance will go 
into full effect. Trash crews will not pick up 
garbage in nonconforming containers. If  a 
resident places garbage in nonconforming 
containers a fine will be issued.

In addition, some folks seem to be 
confused about storing of  toters in garbage 
corrals that are next to the street. Residents 
can roll the toter to the street curb on their 
collection day, or like me, place it in a storage 
container near the collection point. One rea-
son for the toter requirement was to elimi-
nate trash crews having to do repetitive lift-
ing of  trash cans. Workers were lifting 500 to 

Trashing Highlands is not allowed
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by Old Edwards
G l e n   C o v e

Live a life of adventure and wellness in the beautiful Norton area of Cashiers, North Carolina. 
Abundant leisure amenities include a wellness center, heated mineral pool, 

entertainment barn with golf simulator lounge and 12-hole, par-3 golf course.

Call today for a tour.  |  828.526.1783  |  GlenCoveLifestyle.com
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Serving Lunch and Dinner Year-Round.
Gourmet Foods, Full Service Bar
Town Square at 343-D Main St. • Highlands

828-526-4035

Open inside
and

Outside

•Highlands Area Dining Directory•

828-526-2338

...on the Verandah 
Restaurant

on Lake Sequoyah
www.ontheverandah.com

US 64 west • Highlands

Open 4p-8p
7 days a week

Inside, 
limited seating
& Take-out 

Tues. - Sat.
Dinner starts at

5:30 p.m.
Take-out & curbside 

delivery, too

Lunch: 11a-4p - 7 days
Dinner: 5:30p- until

6 days

Open Daily except Wednesday

Asia HouseAsia House
Japanese • Asian• Thai Cuisine

828-787-1680 or 828-787-1900
151 Helen’s Barn Avenue

Temporary Hours
12-9p 

Open for Take-out ONLY
Please order ahead

In-town delivery available
(min. delivery order $50)

CASUAL DINING IN A 
HISTORIC 1924 LOG CABIN 

_MENUS PRINTED DAIL1-

Dinner Nightly 5:00 PM 
Monday-Saturday 

Lunch 12:00 PM - 2:30 PM 
Tuesday - Saturday

Join us for 
Lunch & Dinner

130 Log Cabin Lane
828-526-5777

(Closed Wed. for dinner)

474 Main street 
828.526.3807 
wolf gangs.net 

American cuisine with a 
Creole twist and a German flair!

Serving 6 days a week
(Closed Tuesdays)

Closed Dec. 18-25
Reopening Dec. 26-31

Now taking 
New Year’s Eve reservations

Gift certificates now online 

Taste the difference. Always fresh.

Cafe

WeCaterHighlands.com
828-526-8847

470 Oak St adjacent to the Park in Downtown Highlands

Courtya
rd

& Catering

Full Lunch Menu 
Stocked Deli Case 
Heat & Eat Dinners 

Catering

Fresser
s



Walhalla, South Carolina, Rena Carver, of  
Seneca, South Carolina, Rodean Wilson, 
of  Lilburn, Georgia, Roberta Barnes and 
Romonia Picklesimer, of  Highlands, North 
Carolina; ten grandchildren, Jeffery Talley, 
Lauren Benfield, Amber Barnes, Morgan 
Talley, Kirsten Phillips, Chelsea Hill, Jessica 
Rojas, Christopher Rojas, Erica Rojas and 
Mason Rojas, four great-grandchildren also 
survive him.

Due to the Covid-19 pandemic a private 
funeral service will be held.

The family asks that in lieu of  flowers, 
donations be made in memory of  Randolph 
to the National Multiple Sclerosis Society 

950 E. Paces Ferry Rd. NE Suite 820 Atlanta, GA 30326.
Beck Funeral Home, in Clayton, Georgia, is in charge 

of  the arrangements. If  there are any questions, please call 
706-782-9599. An online Memorial Register Book is avail-
able at www.beckfuneralhome.com.

Randolph Talley, age 75, of  Rabun Gap, 
Georgia, passed away on December 7, 2020.

Randolph was born the son of  the late 
Lyman E. Talley and Leora Carver Talley on 
September 7, 1945. In his professional life 
he worked in Quality Control at the Fruit of  
the Loom manufacturing plant, Burlington 
Industries, and for the Rabun County School 
System.   Randolph loved gospel music and 
bluegrass and was a loving husband, father, 
grandfather and great-grandfather.

In addition to his parents, two brothers, 
Russell Talley, Ronald Talley; one sister, Rev-
elyon Carter, preceded him in death.

His survivors include his loving wife, 
Hazel Smith Talley, of  Rabun Gap, Georgia; two sons, Brian 
Talley (Candi), of  Clayton, Georgia, Stacy Talley (Melinda), 
both of  Webster, North Carolina; one daughter, April Tal-
ley Cornett (Kevin), of  Kingston, Georgia; two brothers, 
Rabun Talley, of  Gastonia, North Carolina, Relton Talley, 
of  Walhalla, South Carolina; five sisters, Reba Webb, of  
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•Dining •

Paoletti
828.526.4906

www.paolettis.com

EXCEPTIONAL WINES 
CRAFT COCKTAILS

SERVING DINNER/BAR FROM 5PM 
EVERY EVENING

Main Street Highlands Since 1984

Now open!
We look forward to serving you.

Please call for reservations!

Let Dusty’s Prepare Your 
Holiday Sides and Desserts! 

Made in House Heat to Serve Sides 
 Serves 4-6 

Squash Casserole 
Broccoli Casserole 

Green Bean Casserole 
Rosemary Cheese Grits 

Family Favorite Potato Casserole 
Yukon Mashed Potatoes 

   Beef Gravy  
Homemade Rolls 

Made from Scratch Homemade Desserts 
Bourbon Pecan Pie*Apple Pie*Pecan Pie*Buttermilk Pie 

Chocolate Buttermilk Pie 
Holiday Pound Cake 

Wonderful Meat from our Butcher Shop  
Prime Rib, Beef Tenderloin, Crown Pork Roast 

Pork Loin Roast, Ham  
 Place your orders early!  LIMITED SUPPLY! 

 Pickup on 22nd, 23rd or until 1p on the 24th 
Closing at 11pp on December 24th 

Closed December 25--28 
(828)-526-2762 

Wishing you all a Happy Holiday from Dusty, Kitty, Julie, Lou! 

Please contact us for changes in hours 
and offerings for December.

828-200-1371 
highlandseditor@aol.com

•Letter•
Temps Perdu

Dear Editor,
The disappearance of  Highlands has been underway for a long time. Centimeter by centimeter it has been slipping 

away into the past tense, into a remembrance of  things past, into lost time (apologies to Mr. Proust).
But maybe because of  9 months of  total abnormality, thanks to this insidious pandemic, it feels like the rate of  

disappearance is visibly escalating. For instance, coming into town, have you noticed that more and more billboards are 
cluttering up our once bucolic roads? Have you been watching the denuding of  the site for the future Dollar General 
store (which is another subject altogether), the denuding of  multiple acres for the new development on Big Bearpen 
road? Have you considered the ramifications and the repercussions of  the proposed enormous development at Cashiers 
crossroads, how it will change the entire complexion of  that neighboring town? The density alone is fair warning. All 
over Highlands, land is being stripped, trees cut down, old growth Rhododendrons and Laurels uprooted and ignomini-
ously dumped in the land fill on Rich Gap road. And even worse, these loyal mountain natives are being exclusively 
replaced by those innocuous pointy trees I call Arbor Ubiquitous; sorry, I don’t know their real botanical name.

Individually, these occurrences, along with many unnamed others, seem insignificant, but in conglomeration they 
add up to a radical facelift for Highlands and the surrounding area; a facelift gone wrong and thereby irreversible. That 
is the key word, irreversible. The consequences are many; loss of  beauty, loss of  tranquility, loss of  habitat for diverse 
animals and for humans, loss of  our unique climate, loss of  the night sky, loss of  small town quiet, loss of  green space, 
loss of  an overall quality of  life. I could go on. I bet some of  you could, too.

Besides the loss, where is the gain? I guess wealth is to be gained in certain sectors of  our community, material 
wealth, that is. Will it compensate for the losses? I know that people have to make a living, but do they have to make a 
killing in the process? And what, or who, is being killed? And isn’t killing the ultimate and final loss?

Two months ago I meant to commend 2 writers that appeared in the October 15th issue of  Highlands’ Newspaper, 
both of  whom touched on similar concerns for the quality of  life, our life, here in Highlands; Pat Gleeson’s Investing 
At 4,118 Ft. column titled “Trees Are People Too”, and David Sweatt’s letter to the editor titled “Do We Really Have 
To Pave Big Bearpen Road?” Thanks to both of  them.

Last but not least, I feel sure there are those reading this who will dismiss me as being anti-progress, anti-change, 
anti-development, too gloomy, negative, etc. etc. They would be mistaken. I am none of  those. What I am is an advocate 
for Quality as against Quantity. That simple.

Alice Nelson
Highlands

•Obituary•
Randolph Talley
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Wilbanks Smile Center

706-886-9439 • 800-884-9439
278 East Doyle St. • Toccoa, GA

COMPLETE DENTAL CARE UNDER ONE ROOF

You are only 50 miles away from 40 years experience in 
top-notch, high-tech, one-stop dentistry known for its gentle touch. 

www.WilbanksSmileCenter.com

• Dental Implants • Root Canal Therapy
• SINGLE VISIT CROWNS! 

• Orthodontics including Invisalign  
• Wisdom Teeth Extractions 

and of course ...
• Fillings and Cleanings

(IV Sedation, too)

Dr. Joseph H. Wilbanks, D.D.S.

Highlands School First Quarter A and AB Honor Roll: Aug. 17 – Oct. 16
Avery Cronkrite	 3	 A
Emelina Hernandez	3	 A
Mason Johnston	 3	 A
Blake Kenter	 3	 A
Ian Kittrell	 3	 A
Ava Penland	 3	 A
Mason Reed	 3	 A
Charlotte Swift	 3	 A
Todd Vilardo	 3	 A
Jensen Bowers	 3	 AB
Lane Brooks	 3	 AB
Arland Chastain	 3	 AB
Corena Dearth	 3	 AB
Harper Ramey	 3	 AB
Oliver Smith	 3	 AB
Camden Westendorf	
		  3	 AB
Charles Wilkes	 3	 AB
Walker Kittrell	 4	 A
Hudson Tilley	 4	 A
Stephen Doerter	 4	 AB
Jayden Hughes	 4	 AB
Daniel Wisniewski	 4	 AB
Arabel Aulisio	 5	 AB
Rowen Carnes	 5	 AB
Elizabeth Hall	 5	 AB
Charlie Sherwood	 5	 AB
Katherine Somov	 5	 AB
Tucker Wilson	 5	 AB
Jordyn Borino	 6	 A

Leela Chrestman	 6	 A
Bailey Cronkrite	 6	 A
Katie Fox		 6	 A
Francisco Gooch	 6	 A
Elmer Hernandez Cerrato		
		  6	 A
Juliet Hopkins	 6	 A
Agustin Juarez Rios	6 	 A
Chase Kenter	 6	 A
Alejandra Valerio	 6	 A
James Chastain	 6	 AB
Aiden Dendy	 6 	 AB
Blaine Dendy	 6	 AB
Trinity Fernandez Faust		
		  6	 AB
Taylor Hays	 6	 AB
Julieta Juarez Rios		
		  6	 AB
Timothy McDowell	6	 AB
Stephen Pierson	 6	 AB
Thomas Smathers	 6	 AB
Ryder	
Stubblefield	 6	 AB
Kevin Torres Zamudio		
		  6	 AB
Lucas	 Deppe	 7	 A
Aniah	 McKim	 7	 A
Cayden Pierson	 7	 A
Jaylin Raby	 7	 A
Nicole Taylor	 7	 A

Tate Wilson	 7	 A
Margaret Cole	 7	 AB
Hunter Conner	 7	 AB
Cameron Ramsey	 7	 AB
Claire Sherwood	 7	 AB
Anne-Elizabeth Woods		
		  7	 AB
Claire Worley	 7	 AB
Savannah Bozeman	8	 AB
Finneaus Garner	 8	 AB
Olivia Cole	 9	 A
Roger Stiwinter	 9	   A	
Bella Wilson	 9	 A
Inman Ahrens	 9	 AB
Abigail Doerter	 9	 AB
Brooke Fogarty	 9	 AB
Jasmine Oakley	 9	 AB
Darby Templeton	 9	 AB
Caitlin Tingen	 9	 AB
Beatrice Bryson	 10	 A
India Clark	 10	 A
Riley Conner	 10	 A
Sydney Figel	 10	 A
Luke Hartman	 10	 A
Liam Kennedy	 10	 A
Vanessa Lembi	 10	 A

April Norton	 10	 A
Anna Stiehler	 10	 A
Mary Tate		 10	 A
Adisyn Westendorf		
		  10	 A
Caroline Woods	 10	 A
Ezra Branham	 10	 AB
Lilly Bryson	 10	 AB
Getsemani Hernandez Rojas		
		  10	 AB
Yasmin Jarquin Colmenares		
		  10	 AB
Karmen Jenkins	 10	 AB
Anna Nichols	 10	 AB
Frances Ortiz-Figueroa	
		  10	 AB
Jamison Postell	 10	 AB
Ashlynn Wilson	 10	 AB
Emma Minton	 11	 A
Jeffrey Olvera Lopez		
		  11	 A
Taylor Rickert	 11	 A
Hayley Borino	 11	 AB
Jedidiah Clark	 11	 AB
Russell Dalton	 11	 AB
Kaitlyn Doerter	 11	 AB

Davis Ingate	 11	 AB
Brandon Moss	 11	 AB
Ava Schmitt	 11	 AB
Reese Schmitt	 11	 AB
Brent Sleight	 11	 AB
Seth Staffelbach	 11	 AB
Luis Torres Zamudio		
		  11	 AB
Madison Webb	 11	 AB
Brandy Zagal Damian	
		  11	  AB	
Jordan Carrier	 12	 A
Brooklynn Houston	
		  12	 A
Abigail Nichols	 12	 A
Hadley Templeton	 12	 A
Alyson Dayton	 12	 AB
Joana Jimenez Reyes		
		  12	 AB
Elijah Kennedy	 12	 AB
Jonathan Montalvo Espinoza		
		  12	 AB
Logan Petrone	 12	 AB
Megan Rehmeier	 12	 AB
Marley Ubertino	 12	 AB
Tessa Wisniewski	 12	 AB

Monday morning Clerk of 
Court Vic Perry swore in 
the new Board of Education 
members: Carolyn Arnold and 
Hilary Wilkes.
Wilkes represents Highlands, 
replacing Stephanie McCall, and 
Carolyn Arnold was appointed 
to fill Fred Goldsmith’s seat 
when he resigned right after 
the election.

Left: Is Hilary Wilkes with 
her family, husband Chris, son 
Charlie and daughter Annie.

New faces join the Board of Education
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I’m baaaaaack!
With the same menu, low prices, FREE coffee and an older more mellow attitude!

Come by for a visit and enjoy those Appalachian Fries and a fresh Gyro! 
We’re so grateful to be back HOME in Highlands!”

Salads • Pitas • Burgers • Philly Cheese Steak • Shrimp Pita • Susan’s Rueben • Italian Sausage Chicken Wings 
•Appalachian Fries • Onion Rings Fried Shrimp • Fish n’ Chips • Chicken Fingers and more!

Dine in or Call in your Order for Pickup! • 828-200-0388
At the High Dive 476 Carolina Way • Highlands

Lunch
Thurs. - Mon.

11a to 3p

Advertising in Highlands Newspaper and on line at 
www.highlandsinfo.com

WORKS!
Call or email to secure your spot 2021.

828-200-1371 or highlandseditor@aol.com

SHOP

Old Edwards 
FOR THE HOLIDAYS

Visit Church and Main in 
Highlands, NC, to shop Old Edwards. 

Acorns Boutique
Designer ladies fashion
and gifts for the home.

The Spa Boutique
Indulgent gifts for the bath and body, 

wellness and beauty products and more 

•Biz/Org News•
Pisgah Legal Services Opens 
Highlands/Cashiers Office

Pisgah Legal Services (PLS), a non-
profit that provides free, civil legal aid in 
Western North Carolina (WNC), is pleased 
to announce the opening of  a new High-
lands/Cashiers office located on the sec-
ond floor of  the Jane Woodruff  Clinic 
Building, 209 Hospital Drive, Suite 203, in 
Highlands. The PLS staff  is still working 
remotely due to the COVID-19 pandemic 
but hopes to use the facility to its full capac-
ity in 2021.

PLS Executive Director Jim Barrett 
says, “This has been a challenging year to 
say the least, but Pisgah Legal made a com-
mitment to open this new office because 
we know the needs in Jackson and Macon 
counties are great. We are excited to be 
moving ahead, and we are grateful to each 
and every person and organization that has 
made this expansion possible.”

In 2020, Pisgah Legal began receiving, 
on average, one thousand calls each week 
for help from people across the mountain 
region. Many families and individuals who 
never thought they would need assistance 
now find themselves without jobs and 
searching for resources.

The nonprofit continues to take new 
applications from local people with low 
incomes for assistance with critical needs 
that include: avoiding evictions and fore-
closures; stopping domestic violence; cop-
ing with debts, avoiding scams; obtaining 
unemployment and other government ben-
efits; and securing health care.

For assistance, call the Highlands/Ca-
shiers PLS Office at 828-210-3424 or apply 
online at www.pisgahlegal.org/free-legal-
assistance. Pisgah Legal staff  and volunteer 

attorneys will be in touch via phone and/
or email. Other resources can be found on 
Pisgah Legal Services’ website.

The effort to bring Pisgah Legal Ser-
vices to the Highlands/Cashiers area began 
more than two years ago when the commu-
nity began learning more about the way that 
legal aid can change lives and local fundrais-
ing efforts began.

W. Stell Huie, a Highlands resident, Pis-
gah Legal supporter, and retired attorney, 
says there were many who recognized the 
need to open the office. “One of  my local 
businessmen friends told me as we were be-
ginning this work that legal aid is the miss-
ing piece in all the local nonprofit service 
groups,” he said. 

Megan Quattlebaum, the PLS Commu-
nity Engagement Officer for the new office, 
says, “The pandemic slowed our progress 
but not our desire to serve those who need 
Pisgah Legal most. Even though the physi-
cal office is just opening, Pisgah Legal has 
been assisting people remotely since this 
commitment was made and throughout the 
pandemic. Staff  and volunteer attorneys are 
working with clients remotely by phone and 
email and driving from Asheville and other 
PLS offices in the region to attend court in 
Jackson and Macon counties.”

She says, “Even though the office is of-
ficially open, we encourage people who need 
help to call us or apply online as we continue 
efforts to limit community spread of  CO-
VID-19 and ensure the health and safety of  
our staff  and clients. Later in 2021, we hope 
to have regular office hours and meet with 
clients in person on a more regular basis.”
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~ Home Decor 
~ Gifts 

~ Jewelry

468 Carolina Way 
Highlands

(Between N. 4th & N. 5th)
828-526-3909

Yard Art Open 
for outside pickup & delivery

COREY JAMES GALLERY
& Estate Consignments

(828) 526-4818
On the corner of 3rd & Spring

Upstairs and Across the Walkway at 
“Falls on Main” Highlands

Open at 9a Tues.-Sat. • 828-526-3939

Owner/Stylist: Lacy Jane Villardo
Stylists: Heahter Escandon

Maggie Barden, Bri Field, Desiray Schmitt 
and Cali Smolarsky

Nail Tech: Jenna Schmitt
Massage Therapist: Brenda Lopez

Hair • Nails • Waxing • Tanning • Facials
Massages • Eyelash Extensions 

Walk-ins Welcome!

Whiteside Mountain Road View - MLS #93175  Offered for $1,950,000 
3 bedrooms (w/add'l sleeping areas), 4.5 baths, partially furnished 

622 Whiteside Mountain Road
 Andrea Gabbard
c 828.200.6742  o 828.526.8300 
AndreaGabbard@gmail.com

Andrea is  top 12% 
Real Estate Brokers in 2019. 

Highlands Sotheby’s International Realty is 
the top selling firm in Highlands  

since 2013  as per HCMLS Navica.   

...GARBAGE continued from page 1

• See TESTING page 9

of  Ordinances.
Specifically, Section 12-2 of  the 

Highlands Town Ordinances which describes 
garbage receptacles and specifically the way 
garbage is to be presented was amended. This 
was a result of  overflowing receptacles being 
left on the street which makes the point of  a 
bear-resistant toter moot.

“The ordinance states that all waste 
is to be bagged and placed in an approved 
receptacle or container. The container lid 
must then be secured with the manufacturer’s 
mechanism. Failure to do so shall be 
punishable by a civil penalty of  fifty dollars 
($50) for each offense as covered in Section 
12-14,” said McCall.

“It shall be the duty of  every person in 
possession, charge, or control of  any place 
in or from which business trash, foreign 

material, garbage, household trash, industrial 
waste, tree trimmings, and yard trash is 
created, accumulated, or produced, to provide 
and at all times to keep in a suitable place 
readily accessible to the city collection crews 
or private collection agencies, adequate and 
suitable receptacles and containers capable of  
holding all such waste materials which would 
ordinarily accumulate between the times of  
successive collections. The owner of  any 
multifamily apartment shall furnish or require 
his tenants to furnish proper waste receptacles 
and containers,” reads the ordinance. 

“All waste is to be bagged and placed 
in an approved receptacle or container 
and the lid must be secured by using the 
manufacturers locking mechanism, failure 
to do so shall result in penalties described in 
Section 12-14.”

The part of  the ordinance that was 
amended last year and went into effect for 
residents August 2020 is Section 12-3. It 
describes the type of  containers that are 
approved and specifically that they must be 
bear-resistant. 

“Commercial customers were to comply 
with this ordinance by January 1, 2020. 
Residential customers should have complied 
by August 1, 2020,” said McCall. 

The required bear-resistant receptacles 
are available at Reeves Hardware in Highlands, 
other hardware stores in Franklin and online.

“We are not going to sit back and 
see Highlands literally get trashed by a 
few individuals who do not want to take 
responsibility for properly disposing the 
garbage they generate,” said Mayor Pat Taylor.

Trash collection days in Highlands can be 
confusing for new homeowners and visitors 
renting AirBnBs or VRBOs.

Areas north and west of  US 64 are 
picked up on Mondays and Thursdays. 
Areas north and east of  Horse Cove are also 
picked up on Mondays and Thursdays. For 
example: Hickory Hill, Mirror Lake, Cullasaja 
Drive, Big Bear Pen and Bowery roads are all 
collected on Mondays and Thursdays.

Of  course, there are a few exceptions 
to every rule.

In an effort to make some pickups more 
efficient, Naiad Road, Mount Lori Drive, a 
few homes on Leonard Street, a few homes 
on South 6th Street and a few homes on 
Gibson Street are also picked up on Mondays 
and Thursdays. 

All other areas are collected Tuesdays 
and Fridays. For example: All of  NC 106, 
Helens Barn, NC 28 and the Highlands 
School area are all collected on Tuesdays 
and Fridays. 

Trash cans must be in front of  residences 
on the side of  the road before 7:30 a.m. The 
drivers can not turn around and come back 
to get garbage if  it is put it out late.

Wednesdays are reserved for commercial 
pickup and maintenance.

Owners of  area rentals have been 
notified of  the garbage collection/
presentation requirements and have been 
instructed to pass the information on to 
their renters.

“Western North Carolina (specifically 
Highlands) is a beautiful destination for 
visitors and a wonderful place to live for 
those of  us lucky enough to do so. If  we all 
do our part by following our ordinances, we 
can keep our mountains beautiful for many 
years to come,” said McCall.

– Kim Lewicki

and the Macon County School System will 
continue to work closely with the Macon 
County Health Department to reevaluate the 
circumstances over the weekend. 

Since school started Aug. 17 there have 
been six cases reported at Highlands School. 

The Highlands Cashiers Health Founda-
tion tests students who are signed up for the 
program every Thursday. It also backs testing 
at Blue Ridge and Summit Charter in Cashiers. 
Results for those tests take a few days to come 
in. Parents of  children who test positive are 
notified immediately. Not all parents opted to 
register their children in the program which 
means many go untested week after week.

Now the North Carolina Department 
of  Health and Human Services is launching 
a pilot program to deploy COVID-19 testing 

in K-12 public schools to quickly identify 
students and staff  who may have the virus 
to help slow its spread. 

Local education agencies including pub-
lic school districts, charter school networks 
or individual charter schools currently offer-
ing any in-person instruction — either Plan 
A or Plan B — are eligible to apply. Selected 
pilot sites will receive federally funded rapid 
antigen tests to be used for students and staff  
with COVID-19 symptoms or who are close 
contacts of  someone who has tested positive 
for COVID-19. 

“Having rapid tests available in our 
schools in another important tool to both 
slow the spread of  the virus and keep our 
children in the classroom. With increased 

...TESTING continued from page 1
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community spread, these tests 
add to the other safety protocols 
in place at K-12 schools to protect 
our students, teachers and staff,” 
said NCDHHS Secretary Mandy 
K. Cohen, M.D.

To apply for the program, 
local education agencies must sub-
mit a readiness checklist for each 
participating school to their local 
health department. The check-
list confirms that a school can 
meet the program’s requirements, 
including obtaining parental/
guardian consent prior to testing, 
maintaining adequate supplies of  
personal protective equipment, 
having trained personnel to ad-
minister tests or partnering with a 
local health provider, and report-
ing test results to state and local 
public health agencies. Following 
review of  the readiness check-
lists, the local health department 
then submits the application to 
NCDHHS on behalf  of  the local 
education agency.

Pilot applications are due 
Dec. 8, 2020. NCDHHS will select 
pilot sites based on the pool of  
eligible applicants. NCDHHS will 
deliver the rapid tests to pilot sites 
at no cost to the sites as soon as 
Dec. 14, 2020.

The pilot will use the Abbott 
BinaxNOW rapid antigen test 
card, which uses a nasal swab to 
detect COVID-19 and provides 
results in 15 minutes without 
laboratory processing. The swab 
must be performed by trained 
personnel.

Macon County Schools Su-
perintendent Dr. Chris Baldwin 
said he has spoken to Director Ma-
con County Health Department 
Kathy McGaha about applying for 
this opportunity.  

“She is looking into exactly 
what is involved,” he said.

More information on the 
COVID-19 testing pilot for K-12 
Schools is available at  https://
www.nc.gov/covid-19/k-12-edu-
cation-covid-19-resources.

– Kim Lewicki

...TESTING 
continued from 
page 8
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In Village Square ...
next to the skating rink and park.

Open 11am to 5pm 
Mon., Fri. & Sat. 
828-526-3777 

Shakespeare & Company Booksellers
www.shakespeareandcompanyhighlands.com

Go Without Wrinkles for the Holidays

Call 828-526-3783
Center for Plastic Surgery
209 Hospital Dr, Ste 202, Highlands

PlasticSurgeryToday.com

•Small Town; Big Thoughts• 
Highlands is a difficult place to be thrifty and parsimonious while also seeking out quality and beauty. But some of  us are born with these 

opposing desires, and it is to you, fellow cheapskates, that this column is dedicated.

There is a pair of  candlesticks in this 
town that cost twenty-eight dollars, 
before tax. They are made from a 

cast mold of  a hickory branch, using tra-
ditional methods and the purest beeswax, 

which is said to have, and I can confirm this 
beyond a doubt, purifying and healing prop-
erties. The sticks are poured before your 
eyes in the shop, which has a terrific resin-
ous smell from all the melting and tallow 

soap and incense that gets 
sold there. It is my opinion 
that the knotty wax branch 
candles and the whole expe-
rience of  coming upon them 
at Citizen Wilder can now be 
filed as one of  Highlands’ 
most direct and true craft ex-
periences, and that they are 
well worth their sticker. What 
I would like to offer here is 
not a way to deny oneself  the 
pleasure of  supporting real 
innovative craft, only to off-
set the cost of  it by saving on 
the very thing that might well be illuminated 
by your candles this season, namely, your 
Christmas tree.

I mean no offense to the nearby nurs-
eries and far-flung Depots that offer eight-
to-ten feet standard trees pre-bagged, or the 
well-advertised cut-your-own places (some 
of  which now offer socially distant photo 
sessions with elves), but my jaw rested on 
a snowbank at the base of  Whiteside the 
other day when I inquired about their pric-
ing. Two-hundred and nine dollars for a full-
as-a-belly Fraser Fir given all the right rain, 
fertilizers and nutrients, and a special elf  
with a chainsaw to help you feel Bunyon-
esque, independent of  spirit, as you harvest 
it “yourself.” How odd, to have to pay $209 
for that feeling. 

Better to take a left coming from High-
lands onto Flat Mountain Road, then a right 
onto Cheney Lane, where a plain red-and-
black lettered sign reads: Duke’s Fraser Firs, 
$25 Each, On Your Honor, Please Pay at 
the Shed. Pulling in, you might note that the 
farm at Duke’s, which is about the size of  an 
extra-large playground or maybe an 18-hole 
putt-putt, is not staffed by anyone, elf  or 
otherwise. There is a shed with a few hand 
saws and a bundle of  twine. There are limbs 
strewn all akimbo, and trees that might fit in 
the house of  a small giant, with girths bigger 
than Santa’s. You might be like us, and won-
der if  any of  these could fit into your cabin. 

There are many secrets to the Cheney 
Lane Honor Box Farm, in addition to the 
secret of  knowing that it is there (it was the 
Reverend and Mrs. Manning who told me 
about it, so whosoever goes there because 
of  this article, goes because of  them), and 

one of  the secrets is to saw 
not the whole, but the top 
of  the tree, and to leave 
the bottom trimmings for 
trimming-seekers, who, if  
you are lucky, will be friend-
ly, and in possession of  a 
toothy corona saw, and well-
oriented to the place, having 
come for more Christmases 
than she can count.

I am sure that we, city 
slickers and rather newly ar-
rived here, would not have 
had the gumption to chop 

our own tree if  not for Beth Crisp, a strang-
er, who we have relied upon the kindness 
of  (while keeping six feet of  distance at all 
times). Ms. Crisp is a wreath-maker, having 
made the oversize ones for Paoletti’s and 
The Highland Hiker this year. Gregarious 
and gravelly, she taught us everything we 
have mentioned above and then some. 
And then, to star-top the whole thing, she 
helped us lop and tie our 13 and a half  foot 
perfectly uncommercial and gappy tree 
onto the top of  our Subaru. 

Our tree looks like the tree that Char-
lie Brown chopped, all grown up, and full 
of  holes, which, I can now say have been 
perfect for filling in with dried clementines 
($4.98 at Ingles for 5 pounds, cut slits and 
dry in the oven at 175 for 3 hours), garlands 
made from shootable soft snowball gun re-
fills from The Toy Store ($1 per canister, 
2 or 3 canisters will do), and little notes 
to Santa, like this one from my daughter, 
newly six: “Ples Lev A Sin of  You THank 
You”.

But I’m not looking for signs of  the 
Spirit of  Christmas. I have received them 
already, from Duke’s Farm, from Beth 
Crisp, from these wax hickory candles I 
write by, and from the feeling of  leaving 
something in an honor box, a convention I 
thought had died out by now. Not in High-
lands.

• Anna McDonald, a poet originally from 
Gainesville, GA, and most recently Brooklyn, 
NY, is one of  Highlands’ newest year-round 
resident. She has written for the New York Times, 
and has had her poetry published on many occa-
sions in The New Yorker magazine. 

Timber! How to chop a holiday tree

Anna McDonald
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The Rhodes Superette, also known as 
Dusty’s, on NC 106 is selling locally crafted, 
beaded Christmas ornaments. All proceeds 
will benefit the Highlands Food Pantry. 

Join us in a small but important way to 
help make those in need have a Christmas 
devoid of hunger. 

The suggested price for each orna-
ment is $10 but any contribution is wel-
come. 

The Rhodes Superette has volun-
teered to match donations up to $1,500. 

Fundraiser Sale at 
Rhodes Superette

through Dec 24

Kenny Youmans

Summerville, SC: Birthplace of Sweet Tea
•Life on the Sunny Side•

In the heart of  Lowcountry, there is 
a place where flowers bloom by the 
acre, and history lives on every cor-

ner. Where world-class cuisine is served 
with a side of  Southern charm and sweet 
tea is measured by the gallon. The name 
of  the place is Summerville, South Caro-
lina.

Summerville is the birthplace of  
sweet tea. Every year there is a Sweet Tea 
festival. Over 15,000 people show up to 
celebrate sweet tea. Summerville is also 
the home of  “Mason,” the largest known 
container of  sweet tea. “Mason” stands 
over 15 feet tall and can hold up to 2,524 
gallons of  sweet tea. Dolly Parton calls 
sweet tea the Champagne of  the South.

“Mason” is located on the Sweet Tea 
Trail. On the trail, businesses serve sweet-
tea specials including sweet tea cupcakes, 
sweet tea cinnamon rolls, sweet tea jelly, a 
sweet tea porkchop sandwich and even a 
sweet tea brines chicken salad. While on 
the Sweet Tea Trail, visitors like to pose 
for a photo with “Mason.”

Historians will agree that the first 

Lord Banjo

•Lord Banjo Reflections• 
DOGSPEAK

Banjo’s Christmas list

Bet you didn’t know we pups have 
Christmas lists. If  you thought 
about it at all, you probably imag-

ined we listed things like toys and chewies. 
Maybe some dogs do, but not me. Nope. 
I’m not materialistic like that. 

Don’t get me wrong, I didn’t put any-
thing especially noble on my list—nothing 
like the end to world hunger, not even the 
end to this thing the humans are calling a 
pandemic. I asked for happy things that 
are pretty simple, at least I think they are.

Dear Santa,
In no particular order, I’d like:
1. The deer in our yard to come clos-

er, maybe even nose to nose
2. A squirrel to stay still long enough 

for me see it up close
3. One of  those dog walkers to come 

down the driveway so I can visit with their 
dog

4. My mum to get down on the floor 

and snuggle with me at least 
daily. 

5. Cold weather—all 
year-round. Warm weather is 
not my cup of  tea.

6. A creek in our back-
yard. Yup, I adore creeks and 
want to stand in one up to 
my belly. Or a pond. A pond 
would do in a pinch.

7. A cat that plays with 
my tail. Puddin’ did that 
when she was a kitten, but 
she hasn’t done it in years. 

8. A small child to give 
me nonstop belly rubs. Mum 
and I used to go to festivals where the chil-
dren loved on me and oohed and aahed 
about how handsome I am. What happened 
with that?

9. Dad to rub my ears. He’s the best 
ear-rubber around.

10. Puddin’ to walk away from her wet 

food when Mum’s not look-
ing. The girl hardly ever fin-
ishes her little dabs of  food, 
but Mum works hard to keep 
me from cleaning her dish. 
Wasteful, I say, just plain 
wasteful.

11. Speaking of  Pud-
din’, would it be too much to 
ask for her to let me sleep on 
my dog beds every once in a 
while? She’s a tiny thing and 
likes nothing better than to 
curl up in the middle of  my 
humongous beds.

12. Mum to let me out 
at whatever time of  the morning I choose, 
without grumbling. What does it matter if  
some days, it’s 5 am instead of  7?

13.	 Along those same lines, I’d like 
NOT to be awakened and dragged outside 
at 9 or 10 at night. You’d think my snoring 
would give Mum a clue, wouldn’t you?

14. Snow! I want to stand in the yard 
with the flakes falling on me and then play 
and play and play.

15. Better yet, a trip to the North Pole 
in Santa’s sleigh. I hear the snow there is the 
best!

I’m not sure why Mum’s laughing as 
she types this. I think my list is pretty do-
able, and I’m pretty sure I’m on Santa’s Nice 
list, not the Naughty one. Just to be sure, let 
me add an item for my pet parents. Dear 
Santa, please bring Mum and Dad health 
and happiness. Okay, okay, please bring it 
for Puddin’ too. 

Sincerely, 
Banjo (the best dog ever)

• To contact Banjo or his Mum, write 
inkpenn119@gmail.com. Kathy Manos 
Penn’s cozy mysteries can be found on 
Amazon and locally at Books Unlimited in 
Franklin, NC.

place in the United States to 
achieve long-term tea pro-
duction was in Summerville, 
at Dr. Charles Shepard’s 
Pinehurst Tea Plantation. 
Dr. Shepard was a respected 
botanist, chemist, lecturer, 
and writer. His love of  hor-
ticulture and his meticulous 
nature influenced every 
farm-related function for 
processing tea. 

South Carolina is the 
only state that commercially 
produces tea on a mass-mar-
ket scale. 

Summerville is now in the Guinness 
World Record book for serving more sweet 
tea in one day than any other place in the 
world.

Just to prove that Americans took their 
tea seriously, you must remember the Bos-
ton Tea Party. December 16, 1773, at Grif-
fin’s Wharf, American colonists dumped 
342 chests of  tea, imported by the British 

East India Company into the 
harbor. They were showing 
Great Britain that Americans 
wouldn’t take taxation and 
tyranny without a fight.

How about the favorite 
drink at the Kentucky Der-
by? Mint Julip -- a mixture 
of  crushed ice, lemon slices, 
mint sprigs, bourbon, and of  
course sweet tea. 

The Lowcountry is also 
the birthplace of  Hoppin’ 
John, Charleston Light Dra-
goon Punch, She Crab Soup, 
Chicken Bog, Benne Wafers, 

Frogmore Stew, and, yes, even Shrimp and 
Grits.

I always liked the song “Tea for Two” 
by Vincent Youmans. It was one of  the 
more popular songs for decades. It was 
written in 1924 and later made into a mov-
ie starring Doris Day.

As Paul Harvey used to say, “Now you 
know the rest of  the story.”
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S. 4th street 
526-4473

Storewide
End of 
Season 
SALE!

Be Merry and Shop Local for the Holidays!

(828)421-3546
361 Main St • Highlands

(Next to Annawear)

(Across from Town Hall)
(828) 526-8390 

207 N 4th St, Highland

Shop 
The Molly Grace! 

for a Holiday Gift for 
everyone on your list!

338 Main St.
526-4777

For Men & Women

• 
Full Service Jeweler • Repairs • Restorations • Appraisals 

152 S. 2nd Street I Highlands, NC I 828-526-5858 I www.JannieBeanDesigns.com 

For the 
Holidays this 

year!

Contact us for details.
828-526-8773

highlandsaerialpark.com

9625 Dillard Road • Scaly Mountain, NC 28775
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A Highlands tradition since 1940
Our 79th season on Main Street

Monday-Saturday
828-526-3160

HOLIDAYHOLIDAY
SALESALE

Estate Jewelers 
of Highlands 

828-526-1960
ejofhighlands@gmail.com
360 Main St, Highlands

Holiday 
SALE!

Up to 50% OFF!

All the sumptuous stylish brands you love!
the boutique

326 Main St.
828-482-4375

Order online at www.
facebook.com/LuluBleuNC

Old Favorites 
&

New Arrivals!

Masks by

355 Main Street  
(in The Galax Theatre)

526-4660

Storewide
Holiday Sale!

• Free People • 
THML • Michael 
Stars •Z Supply

	 Jeans by:
	 • Joes
	 •AG 
	 • Citizens  
	 • Hudson
	  • Mother
	   Shoes by:
• 	  •Matisse 

 • Diba
Visit our Upstairs 

Shoe Boutique

Be Merry and Shop Local for the Holidays!

Save up to 
40% on 

Fall Fall 
Collections Collections 
and 30% on 
Cashmere Cashmere 
Sweaters!Sweaters!

Potpourri & 
Potpourri 2

... on Main St. & in 
Town Square ...

Storewide Storewide 
SaleSale

25% - 50% 25% - 50% 
OFFOFF

& Selected 
sunglasses 

brands 
20%-40% OFF20%-40% OFF

Contact us for details.
828-526-8773

highlandsaerialpark.com

9625 Dillard Road • Scaly Mountain, NC 28775
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It•s the giving season at 
The Dry Sink! 

December 14, l:i, & 16th, 
bring up to 3 knives to be 

sharpened for FREE 
while you shop! 

Open :\Jonday to Saturday 
10am to 5pm 

The Dry Sink Main Street Highlands, NC 
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By Brian O’Shea
Plateau Daily News

Blue Ridge Early College 
hosted Highlands Friday, Dec. 4 
and won, 3-0. 

BREC Coach Carlton Fowler 
said the Lady Bobcats started off  
slow in the first game with some 
trouble hitting but regrouped and 
pulled it together for the win.

“We didn’t hit the ball like we 
normally do in that first set,” said 
Fowler. “But we dug and passed 
well, and we played scrappy so we 
overcame our hitting problems. 
After that, we hit and served re-
ally well and stepped it up, which is 
what you need to do when you’re 
playing your rival.”

Highlands Coach Desiray 
Schmitt said the Lady Highlanders 
played well and are up to the chal-
lenge of  beating BREC, but they 
need to toughen up mentally.

 “They tend to get in their 

heads often and when they do it 
becomes a mental game for sure,” 
said Schmitt. “I know they can get 
over it and move on, but it’s also 
easier said than done, which I un-
derstand.”

Highlands India Clark said 
things began well against BREC, 
but a couple bad points were 
enough to turn things around.

“Things were going good in 
the beginning, I thought we had 
that first set,” said Clark. “Then 
they scored two good serves on 
us and we couldn’t recover men-
tally. We lost that set, then lost the 
second, and it was all over.”

Clark added that Highlands 
needs to work on staying focused 
when things aren’t going their 
way.

“We have to get out of  our 
heads,” said Clark. “Our physical 
game is good, but we have to get 
our mental game together.”

BREC varsity volleyball team 
defeats Highlands in second 

battle of seasonBy Brian O’Shea
Plateau Daily News

Highlands Middle School 
volleyball team hopped a bus to 
Cashiers Thursday, Dec. 3 to take 
on Summit for the second of  4 
scheduled scrimmages this modi-
fied season. Highlands took the 
win in two sets, 2-0.

Highlands Coach Angela 
Swain getting time on the court 
is crucial to build upon for the 
future.

“Hand on the ball and prac-
tice as much as possible,” said 
Highlands Coach Angela Swain. 
“We’ve got 8th-graders moving 
up to the high school level and 
they need to trust each other and 
communicate well. We don’t want 
to lose out on an entire season of  
building skills.”

Highlands Assistant Coach 
Allison Hedman recently joined 
the MS volleyball program said 
scrimmages work just fine to keep 
your game sharp.

“This season is different, 
but it will be a good bridge to 
next year,” said Hedman. “Hope-
fully things will be back to normal  
next season and we’ll continue 

making progress.”
She added that it easier to 

work with experienced players 
because you can work to correct 
specific mistakes, instead of  trying 
to teach the entire concept of  the 
game.

“My first impression, they 
were impressive,” said Hedman. 
“They have a lot more skill than I 
would have expected at a middle 
school level.”

Summit Athletic Director 
Jeremy Robinson stepped in for 
Coach Jesse Lloyd who couldn’t 
make the game and said each time 
the Lady Bears hit the court they 

Summit volleyball team 
scrimmages Highlands at home

get better and better.
“The girls did great, they 

showed a lot of  improvement be-
tween the first and second scrim-
mages, which is what it’s all about,” 
said Robinson.

He added any chance players 
have a chance to compete makes 
them stronger in the long run.

“It’s been really important 
for them to get back into training 
and competition,” said Robin-
son. “They are a really fun group 
of  girls and they love to play and 
compete. The experience they are 
gaining will definitely give them an 
advantage moving forward. We are 
excited about the future.”

Jackson County cancelled of-
ficial middle school sports because 
of  COVID-19, and Robinson 
said he was thankful Summit was 
able to schedule scrimmages with 
Highlands.

“It’s been really awesome 
working with Highlands, being 
able to support one another, and 
give our athletes a chance to play 
and compete,” said Robinson.
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HOME FURNISHINGS 

BED & BATH 

HANDCRAFTED CUSTOM 
FURNITURE 

INTERIOR DESIGN SERVICES 

MONDAY - SATURDAY: 
9AM-5PM 

�SUMMER HOUSE 
Complete Home Furnishings 

White Glove Delivery Throughout The Southeast & Beyond 
2089 Dillard Road, Highlands I 2 miles from Main Street I 828�526�5577 I www.summerhousehighlands.com 

...GOVENOR continued from page 1
He said every indicator is trending up-

ward and people coming into Emergency 
Rooms with COVID symptoms and those 
being admitted to Intensive Care Units is 
at the highest level since the virus began in 
March.

Last week’s Saturday and Sunday daily 
COVID cases was 6,000 each – doubling 
what was previously considered high in Oc-
tober, that of  3,000.

Specifically, the order imposes new 
measures that would close non-essential 
businesses like gyms, restaurants and retail 
at 10 p.m. nightly, and allow them to reopen 
at 5 a.m. The new restrictions also include 
moving the alcohol curfew to 9 p.m. – two 
hours earlier than the previous curfew of  
11 p.m, and doors must close at 10 p.m.

“This order aims to limit gatherings 
and get people home where they’re safer,” 
Cooper said.

The color-coded county alert system 
shows a large increase in orange and red 
counties. Red represents critical spread; or-
ange represents substantial spread and yel-
low represents significant spread with 80% 
of  the state’s 100 counties either orange or 
red.

Macon County is holding at yellow but 
the spread of  COVID is still considered 
significant. 

As of  Tuesday, Dec. 8, there are 1,020 
cases in Macon County with 130 tests 

pending. 
“The vaccine is coming but it isn’t here 

yet,” said Cooper. “So, we have to do our 
part to safeguard our hospital system and 
preserve our economy.”

This modified Stay-At-Home order is 
the first such restriction since Memorial Day. 
Face coverings continue to be required in all 
indoor public settings and as in Highlands 
also on the streets.

Perhaps foreshadowing further restric-
tions in the future, both Cooper and Sec-
retary of  Health and Human Services Dr. 
Mandy Cohen warned the current spike in 
cases does not include an expected surge 
from Thanksgiving, but instead reflects the 
spread of  the virus heading into the holiday 
weekend. 

According to Cohen, the 6,000 daily 
cases thus were likely the people who at-
tended Thanksgiving dinners not yet know-
ing they were infected and exposed other 
people.

“The virus is upon us with a rapid vi-
ciousness we haven’t seen before. We’ll do 
more if  our trends don’t improve,” Cooper 
said. “That could mean additional actions 
involving indoor restaurant dining, enter-
tainment facilities or retail capacity. None of  
us want that. All these small businesses need 
more federal help. Congress and the Presi-
dent need to do that now.”

– Kim Lewicki



Firewood Delivered, Stacked & Ready to Burn!

828.200.3050 

Ready for the Holidays?
Seasoned Firewood

The Firewood Company
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• See NANTAHALA page 17
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411 N. 4TH STREET, HIGHLANDS, NC 28741 
OPEN YEAR ROUND TUESDAY-SATURDAY 9-5 

Sala 
15°/o off of all dog 

supplies through the 
end of the year!!! 

Posh Paws has a wide variety of NutriSource and 
Pure Vita dog food as well as plenty of toys and treats to 

suit every dog's preference. We also carry skin & coat, hip 
& joint, general wellness, and dental health supplies. 

•Business/Organization News •

bobhenritze@gmail.com • www.firewoodcompany.net

Nantahala Health Foundation awards
nearly $420,000 to 11 CHIP grant recipients

Nantahala Health Foundation 
has announced its intent to award 
11 Collaborative Health Innova-
tion Project (CHIP) grants this 
month totaling nearly $420,000 
to Western North Carolina non-
profits and public service organi-
zations in support of  programs 
seeking to achieve better health 
and wellness outcomes for region-
al residents.

The success of  each awarded 
proposal depends on the apply-
ing organization teaming up with 
at least one collaborating partner. 
Likewise, each winning proposal 
will seek to apply a unique ap-
proach to eliminating root-cause 
barriers to health and wellness, 
according to Nantahala Health 
Foundation Executive Director 
Lori Bailey.

“At its most fundamental, 
Nantahala Health Foundation’s 
mission to serve as a catalyst for 
innovation and collaboration 
within the region framed the cri-
teria for our first-ever CHIP grant 
awards,” Bailey said. “Through 
this grant review process, we were 
excited to discover so many col-
laborative and innovative projects 
already at work addressing social 
determinants of  health and even 
more thrilled at the possibility of  
expanding upon this important 
work. We also believe it is impor-
tant to support nonprofits work-
ing to address new or expanding 
needs as a direct result of  COV-
ID-19.”

Organizations awarded CHIP 
funding are working to improve 
the health of  individuals in Chero-
kee, Clay, Graham, Swain, Jackson 
and Macon counties, as well as 
on the Qualla Boundary. Addi-
tionally, CHIP grant funds were 
awarded in support of  programs 
designed to address NHF’s fund-
ing priorities, which include access 
to healthcare, education, trans-
portation, alleviation of  poverty, 
and quality of  housing. These and 
many other social determinants of  

health are known to directly im-
pact up to 50% of  an individual’s 
health outcomes over their live 
time. Additionally, COVID-19 was 
added as a special interest priority 
area to help nonprofits expand or 
sustain services impacted by the 
pandemic.

“An ever-growing body of  re-
search has proven that where and 
how a person lives, learns, works 
and plays far exceeds cumulative 
clinical visits when it comes to 
determining health outcomes,” 
said Jane Kimsey, NHF’s board 
chair and lifelong Macon County 
resident. “That’s why Nantahala 
Health Foundation has chosen 
to work with organizations spe-
cifically addressing social deter-
minants of  health as a way of  im-
proving wellness for all in Western 
North Carolina.”

CHIP grant funds were 
awarded to organizations in these 
categories:

ALLEVIATION OF 
POVERTY

• Guiding Sheep Minis-
tries – To address food insecu-
rity in Swain and Jackson counties 
through education and production 
of  nutritious foods with an em-
phasis on the elderly by taking into 
consideration their special needs.

COVID RELIEF
• Macon Program for Prog-

ress – To address expanded food 
insecurity in Macon County ex-
acerbated by COVID-19 by de-
livering food and supplies to 
low-income and disadvantaged 
individuals and families. 

• Clay County Community 
for Students – To address needs 
related to education, economic 
stability and health as they relate 
to community well-being in light 
of  COVID-19 safety measures.

• Nantahala Regional Library 
- To expand remote learning and 
internet availability in response to 
COVID-19’s impact on Chero-
kee, Graham and Clay counties; to 
purchase network devices to ex-

pand the library’s outdoor WiFi 
range; and to purchase laptops 
for The Learning Center Charter 
School’s remote learning and for 
curbside use at these library loca-
tions.

• REACH of  Macon Coun-
ty - To ensure on-site academic 
tutors are available to serve as 
liaisons between parents and 
Macon County Schools/teach-
ers and can work with families 
to provide support on virtual 
learning days as a result of  CO-
VID-19 safety measure.
ACCESS TO HEALTHCARE

• HIGHTS – To acquire ad-
ditional staff  to support a grow-
ing number of  Jackson County 
youth in need of  mental health 
and other supportive services, 
including access to food and 
educational support, especially 
in situations where traditional 
access has been limited by CO-
VID-19 safety measures. 

• Hospice House Foun-
dation of  WNC - To address 
three healthcare concerns in far 
Western North Carolina, includ-
ing lack of  quality end-of-life 
in-patient care, access to mental 
health support, and health risks 
of  caregiving.

• Swain County Health De-
partment – To provide access to 
dental services for underinsured 
resident of  Swain County.

• Mountain Area Health Ed-
ucation Center - To hire a com-
munity health worker to support 
members of  the Eastern Band 
of  Cherokee Indians through 
culturally responsive community 
outreach that promotes trust in 
COVID-related information and 
services, such as testing, and in-
creases connections to primary 
care and social and economic 
resources.

EDUCATION
• Swain County Coopera-

tive Extension - To renovate the 
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Whitewater Falls					         – Photo by Jim Lewsicki

Hikes are limited to 10 people. 
Masks are required during congregating 
and driving to the trail head. Four people 
per car with windows down for air 
circulation.

SAT DEC 12: 
The Nantahala Hiking Club will 

take a moderate 4-mile hike, elevation 
change 200 ft., to Lower Whitewater 
Falls. Starting at Bad Creek parking lot, 
the trail continues downhill to a viewing 
platform for a gorgeous view of these 
magnificent falls on the Whitewater 
River, two miles downstream from the 
upper falls. The hike also has great views 
of Lake Jocasee in South Carolina. Meet 
at Cashier Recreation Park at 10 am, 
drive 22 miles round trip. Call Leaders 
Mike and Sue Kettles, 743-1079, for 
reservations. Visitors welcome.

SAT DEC 12: 
The Nantahala Hiking Club will 

take an easy 3-4 mile hike, elevation 
change 200 ft., exploring the Welch 
Farm, a Mainspring conservation 
property between Andrews and Murphy 

•December Nantahala Hike Schedule •

...NANTAHALA continued from page 16 Chestnut Hill, 
a residential retirement community on a quiet 
mountain top in Highlands, NC, has spacious 
Independent and Assisted Living Apartments.

It is a full-service, Medicaid Certified community. 

For further information call Linda Tiffany at 
828-526-5251 or 904-514-4896
www.chestnuthillofhighlands.com

in Cherokee County, with Rachel 
Newcomb, public relations coordinator 
for Mainspring, leading the way. Meet at 
Westgate Plaza at 9:00 am, drive 100 
miles round trip. Call Gail Lehman, 524-
5298, for reservations. Visitors welcome.

SUN DEC 13: 
The Nantahala Hiking Club will 

take a strenuous 7.5 mile hike, elevation 

change 1250 ft., in the Coweeta Lab 
area, going up Ball Creek Rd. to the 
crossover road to Shope Fork side. 
Meet at the Smoky Mtn.Visitor Center 
at 1:00 pm, drive 16 miles round trip. 
Call Leader Katharine Brown, 421-4178, 
for reservations. Visitors welcome.

SAT DEC 19: 

The Nantahala Hiking Club will 
take a moderate 5-mile hike, elevation 
change 700 ft., from Harrison Gap to 
Locust Tree Gap on a Forest Service 
Rd, returning on the Bartram Trail south 
with views on both sides of the ridge, 
north into Burningtown and south into 
Cartoogechaye. Meet at Westgate Plaza 
at 9:30 am, drive 25 miles round trip. 
Call Leader Gail Lehman, 524-5298, for 
reservations. Visitors welcome.

SUN DEC 20: 
 The Nantahala Hiking Club will take 

a moderate 3-mile hike, elevation change 
300 ft., on Larry’s Road (Forest Service 
Rd.7281) off the old Murphy Road. The 
road was named for Larry Jelley who 
first took the hiking group of Silver 
Striders there. There will be beautiful 
views into Cartoogechaye valley with 
the leaves gone. Meet at Westgate Plaza 
in Franklin at 2 pm, drive 22 miles round 
trip. Call Leader Kathy Ratcliff, 526-6480, 
for reservations. Visitors and friendly 
dogs are welcome.

Swain County Extension Teaching Kitch-
en, where community residents are invited 
to learn nutritional literacy and cooking 
skills.

QUALITY OF HOUSING
•	 Southwestern Commission – 

To leverage funding from other sources, 
which, in turn, will expedite the launch of  
the Southwestern North Carolina Hous-
ing Consortium.

Soon after their establishment in 
early 2019, Nantahala Health Foundation’s 
Board of  Directors focused on strategic 
planning and information gathering. After 
hosting an extensive series of  listening ses-
sions designed to identify issues challeng-
ing Western North Carolina, they defined 
their priorities and set about allocating 
funds in support of  achieving their mis-

sion.
NHF’s 2020 Collaborative Health In-

novation Program, during which awards 
were capped at $50,000 each, marks the 
organization’s third completed grant cycle 
with a collective community investment 
to date of  nearly $2.2 million in support 
of  social determinants of  health.

For more information about Nan-
tahala Health Foundation’s mission to 
work with nonprofit service providers 
and governmental agencies to improve 
SDofH throughout the region or to of-
fer input about regional needs related to 
social determinants of  health, please visit 
nantahalahealthfoundation.org or con-
nect with them on Facebook and Insta-
gram.
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•Spiritually Speaking • Proverbs 3:5
• Places to Worship •

BLUE VALLEY BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Oliver Rice, Pastor (706) 782-3965

Sundays: School:10 a.m., Worship:11 
Sunday night services every 2nd & 4th Sunday at 7 

Wednesdays: Mid-week prayer meeting:7 p.m.
BUCK CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH

828-269-3546 • Rev. Jamie Passmore, Pastor
Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11 

CASHIERS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Rev. Wes Sharpe, Pastor 828-743-5298
Sundays: School at 9:30 Worship 10:30

Wednesday night Dinner and Service 5:30 
CHAPEL OF THE SKY

Sky Valley, GA • 706-746-2999 
Sundays: 10 a.m.:Worship 

Holy Communion 1st & 3rd Sundays 
CHRIST ANGLICAN CHURCH 

Rector: Jim Murphy, 252-671-4011 
464 US Hwy 64 east, Cashiers 

9:30am Sunday School; 11:30am Worship Service; 6pm Mon.
CHRIST CHURCH OF THE VALLEY, CASHIERS

Pastor Brent Metcalf • 743-5470
Sun.10:45am, S.S 9:30am. Wed. 6pm supper and teaching.

Tues. Guys study 8am, Gals 10am.
CLEAR CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH

Pastor Jim Kinard
Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11a.m. 
1st & 3rd Sunday night Service: 7.p.m.

Wednesdays –Supper at 6 p.m. 
COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH
www.cbchighlands.com • 526-4685
3645 Cashiers Rd, Highlands, NC 

Sr. Pastor Gary Hewins  
Sundays: 9:30am - Adult Sunday School; 9:45am (masks 

required) Early Worship Service;11:15am (masks optional) 
Worship Service; Sundays 10:45am-Children’s Program,

Sunday Youth-4:30pm – 6:30pm Dinner 
providedCOMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH OF SKY 

VALLEY
706.746.3144• 696 Sky Valley Way #447, 

Pastor Gary Hewins
Worship: Sun. 9 a.m., with Holy Communion the 1st & 3rd 
Sun.; Tues: Community Supper 5:30 followed by Bible Study. 
EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF THE INCARNATION

Rev. W. Bentley Manning • 526-2968
Sunday Services Live-Stream at 10:30 a.m.,

Morning Prayer Weekdays on Facebook live at 8:30 a.m.
Holy Eucharist at noon in the garden on Mon and Wed

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH HIGHLANDS
828-526-4153 • www.fbchighlands.org

Dr. Mark Ford, Pastor• 220 Main Street, Highlands 
Sun.:Worship 10:45 am; Sun.: Bible Study 9:30 am

Wed.: Men’s Bible Study 8:30 am; Choir 5p; Prayer Mtg 6:15p 
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Curtis Fussell & Emily Wilmarth, pastors 

526-3175 • fpchighlands.org
Sun.: Worship 8:30a Adult Ed.: 9:30a.m.; Worship 11 a.m.

Mondays: Men’s Prayer Group & Breakfast 8 a.m. 
Wed: Choir:6p

GOLDMINE BAPTIST CHURCH
(Off Franklin/Highlands Rd) 

Sunday School:10 am, Worship Service:11 am
GRACE COMMUNITY CHURCH OF CASHIERS

Non-Denominational-Contemporary Worship
242 Hwy 107N, 1/4 miles from Crossroads in Cashiers

www.gracecashiers.com • Pastor Steve Doerter: 743-9814
Services: Sundays 10am - Wed. - 7pm; Dinner - Wed. 6pm 

HAMBURG BAPTIST CHURCH
Hwy 107N. • Glenville, NC • 743-2729 • Nathan Johnson
Sunday: School 9:45a, Worship 11a & 7p, Bible Study 6p

Wed. Kidsquest 6p.; Worship 7p.
HIGHLANDS ASSEMBLY OF GOD

Randy Reed, Pastor 828-421-9172 • 165 S. Sixth Street  
Sundays: Worship:11 

HIGHLANDS CENTRAL BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Dan Robinson

670 N. 4th Street (next to the Highlands Civic Center)
Sun.: Morning Worship 10:45a., Evening Worship, 6p. 

Wednesday: Prayer Service, 6:30 p.
HIGHLANDS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

Pastor Randy Lucas 526-3376
In-Person Indoor Worship with limited seating, and an allowable 
capacity up to 30% pending appropriate social distancing. 9:09 

and 10:50 worshipservices.
HOLY FAMILY LUTHERAN CHURCH: ELCA

2152 Dillard Road • 526-9741
Worship/Communion:10:30 

All are welcome.
We wear masks and social distance.

MACEDONIA BAPTIST CHURCH
8 miles south of Highlands on N.C. 28 S in Satolah

Pastor Zane Talley
Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11, Choir:6 p.m.

Wed: Bible Study and Youth Mtg.:7 p.m.
MOUNTAIN SYNAGOGUE

at St. Cyprian’s Episcopal Church, Franklin • 828-524-9463
MOUNTAIN BIBLE CHURCH 

743-2583 • Independent Bible Church 
Sun:10:30 a.m. at Big Ridge Baptist Church,  

4224 Big Ridge Road (4.5 miles from NC 107) 
Weds: Bible Study 6:30 p.m.; Youth Group 6 p.m. 

OUR LADY OF THE MOUNTAINS  
CATHOLIC CHURCH

Rev. Fr. Jason K. Barone – 526-2418
Mass: Thurs. 12:10; Fri. 9am; Sun: 11 a.m.

SCALY MOUNTAIN BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Marty Kilby

Sundays: School –10 a.m.; Worship –11 a.m. & 7 
Wednesdays: Prayer Mtg.:7 p.m.

SCALY MOUNTAIN CHURCH OF GOD
290 Buck Knob Road; Pastor Donald G. Bates • 526-3212
Sun.: School:10 a.m.; Worship:10:45 a.m.; Worship: 6 p.m.

SHORTOFF BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Rev. Andy Cloer 

Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11 a.m. 
Wednesdays: Prayer & Bible Study:6 p.m. 
ST. JUDE’S CATHOLIC CHURCH
Mass: Thurs. 9am, Fri., 11am; Sun. 9am 

THE CHURCH OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD
1448 Highway 107 S., Office: 743-2359 • Rev. Rob Wood
June-Sept: Sunday Services: Rite I, 8a, Rite II, 9:15 & 11a

Nursery available for Rite II services
Sept 6-Oct 25-Informal Evening Eucharist-5:30 p.m. 

Thursday: Noon Healing Service with Eucharist.
UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST FELLOWSHIP 

85 Sierra Drive, Franklin • uufranklin.org  
Sunday Worship - 11 a.m. 

WHITESIDE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Rev. Sam Forrester/Cashiers

Sunday School:10 am, Worship Service:11 am

John 3:16

•See SPIRITUALLY page 22

Rev. Fr. Jason K. Barone 
Our Lady of the 
Mountains Catholic Church

Remarkable and observable celestial events marked 
both the beginning and end of  the earthly life Our 
Lord, Jesus Christ. 

Many, of  course, know of  the star of  Bethlehem, the 
subject of  which this column will primarily speak. Few, 
however, remember the other bookend. 

St. Luke tells us: “It was about the sixth hour, and 
there was darkness over all the earth until the ninth hour. 
The sun was darkened…” (Lk 23:44-45). 

Further, St. Peter quotes the prophet Joel as evidence 
for the truth about Christ: “I will show wonders in heaven 
above, and signs on the earth beneath, blood and fire and 
whirling smoke; the sun will be turned into darkness and 
the moon into blood, before the day of  the Lord comes, 
great and glorious” (Acts 2:19-20). 

Did these events truly happen? Did Magi truly find 
the Infant by means of  a star? 

Thanks to modern astrological software and the regu-
lar movement of  the earth, planets, sun, and stars, we can 
travel to any place in history on any place on earth and 
look at the sky. Rick Larson filmed a documentary in 2007 
titled Star of  Bethlehem in which he presents evidence he 
found using one such computer program, Starry Night.

This column by no means endorses of  all his claims. 
However, he does present how it might be plausible, for 
instance, for wise men in a distant land to find a child by 
a star. 

Larson’s evidence for the star of  Bethlehem is too 
voluminous for this brief  column; however, the following 
will provide a brief  summary. 

Around the time of  Our Lord’s birth Jupiter and Ve-
nus overlapped such that they appeared as the brightest 
star seen in the lifetimes of  those living. 

Further, the star Regulus (little king) repeatedly 
crossed paths with Jupiter (the king planet) within the 
constellation of  Leo, which means “lion,” the animal as-
sociated with the tribe of  Judah. 

Starry events also occur with the constellation Virgo, 
or “virgin.” 

In this light, it makes sense for the Magi to arrive in 
Jerusalem asking: “Where is He that has been born, the 
King of  the Jews?” (Mt 2:2). 

And the end of  the Lord’s life? On April 3, 33 Anno 
Domini, a lunar eclipse began just below the horizon if  
considered from Jerusalem beginning at 3PM. The moon 

The Heavens 
Declare the 
Glory of God 

Psalm 19
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Highlands Police entries 
from Dec. 1. Only the names 
of persons arrested, issued a 
Class-3 misdemeanor or public 
officials have been used. 

Dec. 1
At 12:38 p.m., officers responded 

to a 2-vehicle accident in Highlands 
Plaza.

Dec. 6
• At 6:30 p.m., Bryan Scott Gar-

ringer, 39, of Franklin, was arrested for 
being in possession of a lethal cutting 
instrument and stolen vehicles.. The 
vehicles have been impounded. He 
was issued a $5,000 secured bond. 
His trial date is Dec. 17.

The Highlands Fire & Res-
cue log from Dec. 2

Dec. 2
• At 7:23 p.m., the dept. respond-

ed to a fire alarm at a location on 
Cullasaja  Club Drive.

Dec. 3
• At 3:34 a.m., the dept. was first-

responders to a residence on Big 
View Dr.

•Police & Fire Reports•
• At 8:21 p.m., the dept. respond-

ed to a motor vehicle accident on US 
64 west.

Dec. 4
• At 2:56 a.m., the dept. provided 

mutual aid to the Cashiers FD.
• At 11:28 a.m., the dept. re-

sponded to a motor vehicle accident 
on US 64 west.

• At 2:56 p.m., the dept. was first-
responders to a location on Rustic 
Lane.

Dec. 5
• At 9:23 a.m., the dept. respond-

ed to a motor vehicle accident on 
Buck Creek Road.

• At 1:43 p.m., the dept. respond-
ed to a call of a downed power line 
on Wyanoak road.

• At 9:38 p.m., the dept. respond-
ed to a call of a chimney fire at a resi-
dence on Hemlock Circle.

Dec. 7
• At 3:37 p.m., the dept. respond-

ed to a fire alarm at the hospital.
• At 8:02 p.m., the dept. respond-

ed to a fire alarm at the hospital.

Explainer: 
How is sentencing deter-
mined?

Judges in North Caroli-
na have limited powers when 
handing down sentences. 
Since 1994, they have used a 
General Assembly-approved 
grid chart to make the deter-
minations. 

Felony crimes are classi-
fied into letter classes (from 
Class A through Class I), de-
pending on their seriousness. 
Crimes that involve victim 
injury or the risk of  victim 
injury are assigned to the highest classes.

Judges calculate the length of  prison 
time using the points, adding still more 
points for levels of  criminal history. 

Other factors also weigh in: habitual 
felon status and whether the crime was 
aggravated (when certain facts make the 
sentence more severe) or mitigated (when 
certain facts make the sentence less severe).

Offenders must serve 100 percent of  
the minimum sentence and 85 percent of  
the maximum sentence.

•••
Jorge Hernandez, arrested last year af-

ter crashing into a motorcyclist on N.C. 107 
near Glenville, killing him, pleaded guilty 
Tuesday in Jackson County Superior Court, 
Assistant District Attorney Chris Matheson 
said.

Senior Resident Superior Court Judge 
Bradley B. Letts sentenced the 22-year-old 
Cashiers resident to an active term in pris-
on. He will serve a minimum of  54 months 
and a maximum of  77 months in the N.C. 
Department of  Corrections. 

State-mandated laws dictate maximum 
and minimum sentences allowed in court, 
based on the severity of  the crime, the crim-
inal record of  the defendant and aggravat-
ing and mitigating factors.

Hernandez pleaded guilty to one count 
of  felony death by motor vehicle and one 
count of  felony hit and run resulting in 
death and/or serious injuries, according to 
Matheson, a prosecutor for District Attor-

ney Ashley Hornsby Welch, 
who oversees the 43rd Pros-
ecutorial District.

Judge Letts consolidated 
the charges for sentencing. 
Hernandez received credit 
for 443 days pretrial confine-
ment, and he was ordered to 
pay $2,255 in restitution and 
$2,775 in attorney’s fees.

Here’s what happened:
On Sept. 15, 2019, just 

after 5 p.m., Hernandez and 
Richard Bartnik met with 
fatal result on N.C. 107 in a 
notoriously steep curve that 

locals call Cabbage Curve. 
Hernandez – who would later admit 

he’d been drinking – was southbound, 
heading toward Cashiers. Bartnik was 
northbound on his 2011 Suzuki motorcy-
cle, driving down the steep mountain and 
toward Cullowhee and Sylva. 

Investigators said that Hernandez’s 
pickup veered to the left, crossed the two-
lane highway’s center line and hit Bartnik’s 
motorcycle head on, killing him instantly.

Bartnik’s wife managed to swerve her 
motorcycle out of  the pickup truck’s path 
of  travel and to safety.

Bartnik was a native of  Milwaukee, 
Wisconsin. He was a veteran and a retired 
City of  Milwaukee fireman.

At the crash scene, investigators found 
beer, including an open bottle, in Hernan-
dez’s 2003 GMC Sierra pickup truck. The 
driver had fled.

A witness provided investigators with 
a physical description. About two hours af-
ter the wreck, two Jackson County deputies 
found and arrested Hernandez on Cullo-
whee Mountain Road.

They noted his eyes were red and 
glassy, and that he smelled of  alcohol. 

Using mathematical analysis and a 
blood sample, a forensic expert calculated 
that at the time of  the crash, Hernandez, 
if  tested then, would have registered well 
over North Carolina’s legal limit of  .08: at 
the very least, .14.

Hernandez pleads guilty to killing 
motorcyclist 

Sentenced to minimum of  54 months and maximum 
of  77 months in prison

Jorge Hernandez

District Attorney Ashley Hornsby 
Welch is urging residents to avoid long 
lines at courthouses and to stay COVID-
safe by taking advantage of  online options 
for resolving certain traffic tickets and 
paying various court costs, fines and fees. 

“Using onlineservices.nccourts.org 
allows people to bypass the pandemic-
caused delays in our judicial system, plus 
it can reduce risks of  coronavirus expo-
sure,” Welch said. “We want people to stay 
home and stay safe to the extent possible.”

Earlier this year, Gov. Roy Cooper 
directed the courts to maintain social 
distancing requirements and to facilitate 
“online or remote access by customers if  
possible.”

The state’s Electronic Compliance 
and Dismissal System (ECAD), rolled out 
in 2016, is integrated with the state Divi-
sion of  Motor Vehicles. This allows North 

Carolina residents cited with certain viola-
tions to show compliance.

The service is not available at this time 
to out-of-state residents.

Violations that can be resolved include 
expired registrations or inadequate inspec-
tion records, driving without a license, fail-
ing to have a license in the car or using an 
expired license.

Additionally, state residents can re-
quest district attorneys and their staffs to 
either reduce or dismiss traffic tickets. Af-
ter reviewing the cases, officials approve or 
deny the requests. Residents receive elec-
tronic notification of  the decision.

Also through NCcourts.gov, the public 
can sign up for text reminders for resched-
uled court dates and access other court 
services online, including citation services, 
ticket and court payments, court date noti-
fications and reminders. 

Online options a way to avoid lines at 
courthouse and be COVID-safe
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209 N. 4th Street
(Corner of N. 4th and Oak streets 

upstairs across from Town Hall. 

Phone: 828-526-3241
Fax: 828-482-9019
Email: rachelbkelleyllc@gmail.com

Rachel B. Kelley, PMHNP-BCRachel B. Kelley, PMHNP-BC
ARNP ARNP --  Board CertifiedBoard Certified
Psychiatric • Mental HealthPsychiatric • Mental Health
Medication ManagementMedication Management
Positive WellnessPositive Wellness

Whiteside Cove  
Cottages

800-805-3558 • 828-526-2222

5 new log cabins 
nestled in the hemlocks 
on 25 acres at the base 

of Whiteside 
Mountain.

,:. 
VIVA WELLNESS 
526-1566

CBD � HEALS 
• 50 mg CBD 30 Pressed Tabs

• 50 mg CBD 30 Gel Caps
• I 00 mg CBD 30 Gel Caps

• CBD cream and balm
Also Available: 

Far Infrared Sauna Capsule 
Massage Spa Capsule 

5 Cotta e Row • U.S. 64 East 
Whole Body Vibration

• Interior & Exterior Painting
• Pressure Washing

• House Maintenance
• Drywall Repair

• Deck Repair
Quality Work • Fully Insured

Lupe Gonzales
avpintura@gmail.com

828-332-1539 or 678-873-2927

• Grading
• Excavating
• Driveways
• Build sites

• Hauling
• Septic Systems 

Edwin Wilson
Cell (828) 421-3643 

Office/fax (828) 526-4758
wilsongrading@yahoo.com 

Mendoza 
Tree Expert
Quality Tree Care 

& Removal •16+ years

828-200-9217
Fully Insured 

estimates@mendozatree.com
www.mendozatree.com

FIREWOOD FOR SALEFIREWOOD FOR SALE

We accept al l  credit cards

Bill Barber 
Homes

billbarber22@gmail.com
billbarberhomes.com

(828)
226-9696

We have a special knack for 
keeping your taxes on track

Brophy & Associates
Consulting, LLC

Robbin Brophy
Enrolled Agent
(828) 558-4300

• Tax return preparation for small 
 businesses and individuals
• QuickBooks training and 
 bookkeeping services
• IRS/State representation

367 Dellwood Rd., Bldg. E, Ste. 3
Waynesville, NC 28786

(828) 558-4300 office • (833) 234-4881 fax
brophytax.com

robbin@brophytax.com

Billingsley Billingsley 
Turf Management Turf Management 
and Landscaping and Landscaping 

For all of your For all of your 
turf and landscaping projects, turf and landscaping projects, 

Call 828-526-2258Call 828-526-2258

GARY GARREN
Cell: (828) 482-2370

gsgarren@gmail.com

 Downtown Office
114 N. 4th Street, Highlands, NC

Highlandssothebysrealty.com
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Let us aean Your Home! 

828-200-2437 �

��I!!EQ! � 
offers a proprietary low pressure soft wa!h system that !nfely cleans 

Cedar; Asphalt, Metal, Slate roofs , most exterior siding, exterior 
decks, interior decks, retaining walls, rock walkways, and driveways. 

GIVE US A CALL! 
We'll help bring your home back to life! 

Ryan M. Bears
Broker

Pat Allen, Broker in Charge

Cell: 803-271-5426
Office: 828-526-8784

Ryan@patallenrealtygroup.com

MORALESPAINTINGANDSERVICES@GMAIL.COM

706.982.9768
828-226.5347

INTERIOR/EXTERIOR PAINTING • LAWN MAINTENANCE
HOUSE MAINTENANCE • QUALITY WORK

FULLY INSURED

Highlands Automotive

2851 Cashiers Road • highlandsautomotive.com
828-787-2360

NC
Inspection

Station

Service
&

Repair

• Residential or  
Commercial 

• Over 40 Years  
Experience 

• Fast and Dependable
• FREE Estimates

• FREE Pick-up and 
Delivery

American American 
Upholstery Upholstery 

Same Phone Numbers:
(864) 638-9661 cell: (864) 710-9106

WE HAVE MOVED TO
105 Ashley Drive • Walhalla, SC 29691
(Same Owners: Morris & Rachel Bible)

HIGH PRESSURE WASHING IS OUT!
LOW PRESSURE SOFT WASH IS IN!

JUNK
WE HAUL IT AWAY

House / Garage / Yard
Call for free estimate

 828 - 421 - 5188

Chestnut Storage
• Secure 24-Hour Access

•Easy in - Easy out
• Great Rates - Great Terms

10890 Buck Creek Rd. 
\1/2 mile off  Cashiers Rd. near the hospital.

Storage Units Available

Call today to find out why we’re 
“Highlands Premier Facility”

828-482-1045

CASSIE ROSS
Cell: (828) 989-5996

cassie.ross@sothebysrealty.com

 Downtown Office
114 N. 4th Street, Highlands, NC

Highlandssothebysrealty.com

(828) 482-9374
(772) 532-0706

The Highlands Barbershop

Open Mon.-Sat.
10a to 5p

446 Oak Street 
across from the park.

Enter from Oak Street
OR 446 Main Street

Weekly Classified Ad Rates
$6 for 10 words;

20 cents for each additional word;
$2 for color block;

$5 for graphic;

Weekly Biz Card Ad Rates

Call 828-200-1371 or email highlandseditor@aol.com

$17 for Black/White
$22 for Color
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•Classifieds•
WANTED 
WE BUY GOLD, SILVER, AND 

ESTATE JEWELRY. Estate Jewelry of 
Highlands. 828-526-1960, EJOFHighlands@
gmail.com. 360 Main St, Highlands. (st. 8/20)

FULL HOUSE GALLERY in High-
lands Plaza is accepting CONSIGNMENT 
FURNITURE. Please call or text Susan at 
828-526-6004. (st. 3/19)

HELP WANTED
GEORGIA WHOLESALE SPORTS 

– Wholesale distributor of fishing & Hun-
gting supplies is looked for Sales Reps. Very 
aattractive commission program. If you love 
the outdoors and would like to sell fishing & 
hunging products we would like to hearf from 
you. No Phone Calls. Send resume to: Georgia 
Wholesale Sports, Box 298, Manchester, GA 
31816. (st. 11/19)

OLD EDWARDS INN & SPA, HIGH-
LANDS NC – Housekeeping and Dishwashing 
starting at $13 per hour Now recruiting for House-
keepers, Houseman, 2nd Shift Laundry, Turndown 
Attendants, Dishwashers, Cook, Pastry and Bread 
Cook, Assistant Farm Manager, Servers, Bussers, 
Host/Hostess, Old Edwards Inn Rooms Manager, 
Front Desk, Bellman, Night Audit, Fitness Manager, 
Spa Attendants, Cosmetologist. Benefits offered 
after 90 days employment. Apply online: www.old-
edwardsinn.com/careers.

CHESTNUT HILL IS AN UPSCALE 
ASSISTED LIVING COMMUNITY 
in search of a CNAs, and Med Techs. Send 
resume to Lindabtiff@aol.com or call 828-
526-5251. (st. 2/13) 

THE LOG CABIN is looking for serv-
ers, line cooks and dishwashers. Great pay. 
Start immediately. Call or stop by 828 526-

577.(st. 6/11)
SALES ASSOCIATE HIGH END 

RETAIL CLOTHING STORE IN HIGH-
LANDS AND CASHIERS, NC. Full time, 
part time and seasonal. Inquire to 828-200-
0928. (st. 3/38) 

SERVICES 
DON AND RON MAINTENANCE 

– We pressure wash, handle electrical, plumb-
ing issues, fix anything. Property monitoring, 
hauling. Free quotes. 252-933-0499 & 828-
349-4703. (st. 12/10)

EXPERIENCED CAREGIVER – 
CNA trained. Cook, Clean, Errands, Personal 
care. Dog Walker. Excellent references. Covid 
immune. Computer literate. Call 828-200-
4965. (st. 11/24)

I INSTALL TILE! Eco-Friendly & Non-
Toxic. Specializing in Shower/Bathroom, 
Kitchen/ Backsplash, Entrance Ways/Patios/
Flooring. 25yrs experience. Also offer grout 
cleaning. Licensed & Insured. Mike Bertone/
Owner of Bertone Tile Design & Flooring 
LLC. Home: 828-526-4943 or Text: 321-303-
7560. (12/3) 

GUTTER CLEANING, METAL 
ROOF & FABRICATON roof repairs, 
chimney flashing, debris removal, pressure 
washing. Call 371-1103. (st. 9/17/20)

HIGHLANDS HANDI-MAN – Can 
fix anything inside or out. Carpentry, Interior 
and exterior painting, pressure washing, lawn 
care, hauling. and will monitor house during 
winter. Free Estimates. References. Call Tony. 
828-200-5770 or 828-482-0159. (st. 3/26) 

HIGH COUNTRY PHOTO/KEVIN 
VINSON: scanning photos, slides & nega-
tives to CD or DVD for easier viewing. 
Video transfer to DVD. Everything done 
in house. Leave message at 828-526-5208. 
(st. 6/4) 

BUSINESS FOR SALE
CASHIERS RESTAURANT. Owner 

is retiring from Randevu Restaurant. Turn 
Key Operation in the center of town. 
Contact Michael Moore for details. Call 
603-520-0523. Randevucashiers@gmail.
com (st. 11/19)

REAL ESTATE/BIZ FOR SALE
HIGHLANDS CONDO – 1 bed 

plus bonus room with 2 bathrooms, activ-
ity room, one-car garage. 239-597-2959. (st. 
7/16)

LOTS. 3.22 ACRES. Borders NSFS. 
VIEWS. Well, septics, utilities, roads installed. 
PRIVATE. Multiple exit/entry. 2/2 residence. 
asking $186,000 Call 828.482.2050. 

SIX ACRES ON BUCK CREEK 
ROAD behind Highlands-Cashiers Hospital. 
Sign on property. 843-460-8015. (st. 5/30) 

2/2 CLAYTON HOME IN LOWER 
CLEAR CREEK. 1+acre,Private. View. 
$118,000. Call 706.782.9728 (st. 9/5) 

REAL ESTATE FOR RENT
CUTE 2 BEDROOM, 2 BATH 

COTTAGE and bonus room. Terrific 
large porch and wood burning fireplace 8 
mins from town. $1500/month. Furnished 
or unfurnished. Minimum one year rental. 
Available later this fall. Mrpaulkrk@yahoo.
com (st. 9/3)

soon rose in a sanguine red, portending 
gloom for all to see. 

One ought not hang his faith on such 
documentaries. However, considering the 
plausibility of  biblical events supported 
by science can deepen our appreciation of  
the true historic nature of  the event about 
which this Christmas season celebrates. 

Perhaps most consoling is the dis-
play of  God’s perfect providence: if  the 
stars were set into motion “in the begin-
ning,” and if  they accurately announced 
the Lord’s birth and death, it shows how 
perfect God’s providence is, even despite 
human sinfulness.

...SPIRITUALLY continued from page 18
700 cans a day. 

If  a resident elects to construct a con-
tainer for their toter, it needs to have a gate 
or open front so crews can roll the toter to 
the truck. An enclosed four-sided container 
that makes crews have to lift the toter up 
and out of  the structure defeats the goal of  
eliminating the continuous lifting of  trash 
containers. 

Again, I thank residents who have 
purchased toters. Your participation and 
support has help address what was a grow-
ing bear problem. It will also help the town 
maintain current residential collection 
rates. Folks that do not comply with the 
ordinance can discuss their issues with our 
code enforcement police officer.

...MAYOR continued from page 2



“Ace is the Place.”

At Main & 3rd streets
Highlands 526-2157

Hardware
Reeves

3

www.highlandsiscalling.com
828-526-3717 

11

Country Club Properties
“Your local hometown 

Real Estate professionals.”
3 Offices 828-526-2520

www.CCPHighlandsNC.com

2 “Highlands is calling  
and I must go.”

6

Suzanne McDavid
Broker

cell: (678) 276-6133 • Off: (828) 526-8300

401 N 5th St., Highlands

SILVER EAGLE 

349 Main Street, Highlands, NC
828.526.5190 silvereaglegallery.com

Native American Jewelry
  Crystal & Gem Gallery

33

33
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Mitzi Rauers, Broker 
404-218-9123 

mitzi@meadowsmtnrealty.com
meadowsmountainrealty.com

13

K-H Park

Martin-Lipscomb 
Performing Arts Center 

(PAC)

Top 12% 
of 

Brokers 
in 2019

Sotheby’s
is the top

firm in
Highlands 
since 2013 

Andrea Gabbard

c 828.200.6742

o 828.526.8300
AndreaGabbard@gmail.com
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“Local Expertise. Global Connections.”
114 N. 4th Street • Highlands, NC

sheryl.wilson@sothebysrealty.com • highlandssir.com
office: 828.526.8300 • cell: 828.337.0706

Sheryl Wilson

Licensed in NC and GA
Doug Helms
828.226.2999

Clif Gottwals
303.887.7479

P H ALMER    OUSE
PROPERTIES

ELEVATED

Highlander Mountain House 
& The Ruffed Grouse Tavern

•Classifieds•



D A V I D  L E V I N E
B R O K E R

CELL: 828-482-2844 
DAVID@DAVID-LEVINE.COM

HIGHLANDS OFFICE
225  MAIN STREET ·  828 -526 -4663

Cashmere
Scotland’s Best Knitwear

McCULLEY’S

242 S. 4th St. & Pop up 
on Main Street

Open 7 days a week
526-4407

828-526-2338

30  ...on the Verandah 
Restaurant

on Lake Sequoyah

www.ontheverandah.com

Open Year-Round • 6 days a week
343-D Main Street. • 526-4035

Open 
Inside 

&
Outside
11a-4p

5:30-til?

8

9

Jody Lovell • 828.226.6303

www.wildthymegourmet.com

Pat Allen 
Broker-in-charge

Cell: 828-200-9179 
pat@patallenrealtygroup.com 

Office: 828-526-8784
295 Dillard Road

Highlands, NC 28741

 5

Not the Biggest ... Just the Best!
www.patallenrealtygroup.com 

DAV ID 
BOCK 
BUILDERS 

www.BockBuilders.com 828-526-2240 

Top Producers for 15 Years

6

• #1 Broker Highlands/
Cashiers MLS 2001-2019

• #1 Broker North Carolina 
2016/2017

• Top 2 Broker North Carolina 
2018 per Real Trends

Investing in Life – On a Whole New LevelInvesting in Life – On a Whole New Level

Susie deVille
Broker Associate

828-371-2079

Pat Gleeson
Owner, BIC

828-782-0472

Bee Gleeson 
Broker Associate

404-307-1415

125 South 4th Street, Highlands • (828) 526-8118 
www.WhiteOakRG.com

Christal Green 
Broker Assoc./Office Admin.

828-200-9699

Tom Bean
Broker Associate

828-526-6383

474 Main Street
828.526.3807 | wolfgangs.net

Closed Dec. 18-25
Reopening Dec. 26-31

Now taking New Year’s Eve 
reservations

Open for 
Limited Inside 

Dining
Everyday 

4-8p

Main Street Highlands • Reservations: 526-4906

Taking Reservations
Dinner at 5:00 pm

Closed Wednesday for dinner

Taste the difference. Always fresh.

Serving 6 days a week
(Closed Tuesdays)


