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PRIMARY 2020 Q & A: PART 6

Five of 11 Republicans up for
Meadows seat join Primary 2020 Q&A

By Brittney Lofthouse

The constitution does not
require candidates for Congress
to live in the district they want to
represent, so when Rep. Mead-
ows announced he wouldn’t be
seeking office, Republicans from

across the state filed for office —
the furthest from District 11 being
Albert Wiley Jr, who lives on the
coast.

Chuck Archerd

Chuck Archerd refers to him-

self as a committed Christian, who

accepted Christ as his Savior over
40 years ago. As he has followed
Him, he has taught Sunday school,
lead community and Sunday
school groups, served as an Elder
and Deacon and shared his faith

o See PRIMARY 2020 page 8
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Highlands girls varsity basketball team
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Highlands girls varsity basketball team hosted Blue Ridge Early College for the Little Smoky Mountain
Conference championship last Wednesday and won 67-44. Highlands played against Bessemer at home in the
first round of the state playoffs on Tuesday and won 67-38.The Lady Highlanders play tonight, Thursday, at 6 p.m.
in round 2. See HS Sports on page 6.

— Brian O’Shea, Plateau Daily News
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‘Home Furnishing Center’
Open
Monday — Saturday
9a-5p
2089 Highway 106
828-526-5577
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Sotheby’s
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114 N. 4th Street * Highlands
NC « 828-526-4104
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SINCE THE HCA/MISSION MERGER: PART 3

NC AG Josh Stein wants
answers from HCA

On Feb. 25, Attorney General
Josh Stein penned a letter to the president
of the NC division of HCA Health-
care, Greg Lowe about concerns raised
during  Independent  Monitors  recent
community forums as well as the cessa-
tion of Sexual Assanlt Nurse Examin-
er (SANE) staffing at Angel Hospital
which Highlands Newspaper brought to
light in Part 2 of it’s “Since the HCA/
Mission Merger.”

Dear Mr. Lowe:

We appreciate the continued
dialogue between our office and
HCA concerning Mission Health.
We write today to express our
concern about four issues:

* A surge in complaints
about quality of care.

* The lack of a Sexual As-
sault Nurse Examiner at Angel

o See HCA page 11

Highlands PD remembers
first Canine Officer Ruby

By Brittney Lofthouse

Over the weekend, the law
enforcement community bid fare-
well to one of their own — its first
K9 Officer Ruby — who was laid to
rest. She was 15 years old.

Serving the Highlands Police
Department for an entire decade,
Ruby first joined Highlands PD in
October 2007 and her last official
tour of duty was October 2017.

Call today to learn how our targeted
marketing, global communications, lo-
cal knowledge and extensive experience
paired with the Sotheby’s International
brand can make a difference for you.

www.highlandssothebysrealty.com ¢ 828-526-4104

In fact, Halloween 2007
during the town’s annual trick-
or-treating, citizens met Canine
Officer Ruby for the first time.
On Thursday, Oct. 26, 2017 she
officially retired with fanfare.

“To say that Ruby was a pio-
neer for a new policing method
in Highlands for Highlands PD
would be an understatement,”

e See RUBY page 14

M°CULLEY’S

The largest selection of
Scottish cashmere in
the U.S.A.

In Highlands
242 S. 4th St.* 526-4407
and
In Cashiers
24B Canoe Point * 743-5515
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HCA services are under a microscope

ouston, no I mean,
“Mission we have a
problem.” It is not sim-

ply at the Highlands Cashiers
Hospital, nor just at Angel Medi-
cal Center, it is the entire sys-
tem that HCA now owns and
operates Western Carolina. The
problem does not bode well for
Western Carolina citizens.

It’s not just me, a little voice
in the mountain wilderness, that
is expressing concerns. At the
recent round of meetings held
by Gibbins Monitors, a letter of concerns
about Mission HCA was signed and pre-
sented by a number of state representatives
and county commissioners. The mayor of
Asheville also signed the letter.

Their concerns centered about HCA
aggressive costs cuts, a diminution of set-
vices, loss of staffing including reduction
of CNAs and custodial workers, increases
in nurse-to-patient ratios, and hidden fees
and erroneous billing, There is now a Face-
book page called Mission Maladies with
over 2,000 followers.

My concern is that what happens with
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letters-to-the-editor. No anonymous letters
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necessarily those of Highlands Newspaper.

Highlands Mayor
Patrick Taylor

HCA in Asheville will impact the
entire system including Highlands
Cashiers Hospital. Our residents
have been told for a number of
years that while services like sur-
gery can’t be sustained locally,
those services would be available
by way of transport to the larger
units in the system. There will
be a ripple effect throughout the
system if the larger units decline
in service and operation.

The people of Asheville, and
for that matter the entire region,
have always had confidence in the quality
and achievements of their hospital system.
Before the sale to HCA, folks were assured
that Mission was in the top tier of national
healthcare systems. With recent monitor
meetings and community feedback, people
are worried that may no longer be the case.

I stated at the Highlands monitor meet-
ing held last month that I envision com-
munity partnerships with our HCA hospital
that can advance area healthcare access. I am
still committed, but there also needs to be
a frank and honest assessment of the situ-
ation.

A recent article in Highlands Newspa-
per had the headline, “Rape victims struggle
to get services at HCA.” I have looked into
the situation as it pertains to our hospital,
Angel and Macon County. The Highlands
Police Department has up to date Sexual
Abuse Evidence Kits. They are used in col-
lecting evidence in sexual abuse crimes, in-
cluding rape. To collect the evidence, a Sexu-
al Abuse Nurse Examiner (SANE) needs to
do the procedure using the provided kit. The
problem is that we have no SANE nurses
assigned to Angel Medical Center or High-
lands Cashiers Hospital. A number of years
ago that was not the case. We may have one
SANE nurse residing in Macon County, but
that nurse is assigned to a facility in another
county. Therefore, it is very likely a victim of
sexual abuse would have to be transported
to another facility, probably Asheville, where
SANE nurses are available. The situation
is totally unacceptable. A victim of such
a crime does not need the trauma of long
waits and traveling long distances. I am cer-
tain HCA will work with law enforcement
and the community in resolving this prob-
lem, as well as othets.

I hope the community will work to-
gether with HCA on other initiatives also.

"Wow Flap. You found a great-
short cut around Atlanta.”

| ETTERS.

From OEI Hospitality Group: #timetochange!

Dear Editor,

I'loved Mayor Pat Taylor’s column in the Feb. 13 edition entitled, “Balancing Tourism
and Quality of Life.” This is a supet-hot topic among hotels and resorts and many of us
are reacting as quickly as possible. Our footprint on the wotld is huge and we can either
ignore it or act on it. Old Edwards Hospitality Group and our hotel association, Relais

e See LETTERS page 16
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For Real-time Weather and the Extended Forecast,
go to www.highlandsinfo.com and click on Weather
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Live a lifestyle of adventure and wellness, with fun amenities, a
community garden, mountain trails and a 12-hole, par-three golf course,
in the beautiful Norton area of Cashiers, North Carolina.

GlenCovelifestyle.com
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HIGHLANDS

SMOKEHOQUSE
BBQ Y KITCHEN Y BAR

Real pit BBQ!

The LOG CABIN

CASUAL DINING

Fresh Seafood, Steaks

& Comfortable ltalian
Dinner Nightly at 5p
Open All Year!

WINTER HOURS
Thurs., Fri., Sat.: 1 1-8 * Sun.,

-7 Just off Main Street in a historic

1924 Joe Webb log cabin

828 526-5777
www.LogCabinHighlands.com
130 LOG CABIN LANE

Enjoy our
3 courses for $30
specials!

595 Franklin Road, Highlands, NC
828.526.3554
www.highlandssmokehouse.com
Follow Us on Facebook & Instagram
Peace from the Pit ®

Mountain Fresh Grocery

Is excited to announce our 2020 fundraiser for

ﬁ g; Highlands School

Home of the Highlanders

During the first quarter of 2020, a portion of qualifying purchases
will benefit the junior class prom and their future graduation expenses!

Building community through good food!
- 828.526.2400

LANDS AREA DINING ®

WOLFGANG'S

RESTAURANT & WINE BISTRO ¢

Open Wed. - Sat.

Bistro Opens at 4pm
Dining Room at 5:30pm

474 Main Street
828.526.3807
wolfgangs.net

D 828-526-4035

| WILD THYME GOU RMET

R E B8 T a WL A A M T

Serving Lunch and Dinner Year-Round.

Gourmet Foods, Full Service Bar
Town Square at 343-D Main St. * Highlands

“4%¢| CLOSED Wednesday
{ Serving Lunch
1lato4p
Serving Dinner
. from 5:30p
"% | CLOSED Sunday Night
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828-482-1609 * 330 Main Street, Highlands

Warm up to Good Times!

Book a private cooking class with Rachel

at the Spice & Tea Exchange shop.

Get a group together

and come ready

for fun, good food and laughs!

#RANDEVU

CHEPF’S SPECIAL!
Fish-n-Chips.
Fried Haddock w/Fries and
{ Chef’s homemade coleslaw!
' PLUS...

| BACK DOORE

SPECIAL

! ANYTHING ON THE MENU
i INCLUDES | DRINK

8l o
wsrearnsT S8 | 2 wnen$10
www.randevunc.com

18 CHESTNUT SQUARE | CASHIERS | 828-743-0190
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Alan E. Marsh

Mr. Alan E. Marsh, St. 90,
passed away Friday, February
21, 2020 in Highlands, NC after
a short illness. He was born Sep-
tember 22, 1929 in St. Peters-
burg, FL. Alan graduated from
the University of Kentucky.
When he returned to St. Peters-
burg he married his “Sweetic”
Patty Elliott and they were mar-
ried for 68 years.

Alan purchased his first
home in Highlands in the 1970’s.
He spent much of his time gardening and was an active
member of Highlands United Methodist Church.

Alan is survived by his wife, Patty Marsh; his children,
Alan Marsh Jr. and his wife Varsy, Sue Crawford and hus-
band Rick, and Mitchell Marsh and his wife Leslie; 8 grand-
children; and 2 great-grandchildren.

There was a private graveside service on Tuesday, Feb-
ruary 25, 2020.

Online condolences can be left at www.bryantgrantfu-
neralhome.com. Bryant-Grant Funeral Home and Crema-
tory is serving the Marsh family.

Adele Jones

Adele Jones, 72, died Feb. 13. A memorial service is
planned at the Presbyterian Church of Highlands March
7 at 2 p.m.

Eugene ‘Vic' Wood

Eugene “Vic” Wood, 90,
of Highlands went to be with
the Lord Thursday, February 20,
2020.

Born in Cashiers, NC, he
was the son of the late Eugene
C. and Mary Houston Wood. In
addition to his parents he was
preceded in death by his wife
Betty Speed Wood; a son Mi-
chael Wood; sisters, Catherine
Wood Jennings, and Juanita Wood Burnette and brothers,
Ray Wood, Charles Wood and Larry Wood.

Vic was an avid outdoorsman and enjoyed fishing and
growing a beautiful garden every summer. He appreciated
all nature and its beauty. He was a member of Shortoff
Baptist Church in Highlands and served as choir leader
for many years, Sunday School Superintendent and was a
member of the Board of Trustees. Vic was employed by
Alvin C. Crowe Builders for many years and was a co-own-
er of the company at the time of his retirement. He served
on the Board of Trustees for Highlands-Cashiers Hospital
from 1977-1981. Vic was a veteran of the Korean Conflict.
He attended a Military Academy in Etta Jima, Japan, where
he was trained as a specialist in chemical, biological, radio-
logical warfare. He then spent his time in Pusan, Korea.
He was a member of American Legion Post 108. Vic was

« OBITUARIES

a loving husband, father and grandfather. He made many
friends along life’s journey.

He is survived his son, Scott Wood of Scaly Moun-
tain; grandson Quinton Michael Wood of Clayton, GA;
sister Jean Wood Taylor of Dillard, GA and several nieces
and nephews.

A Memorial Service will be held at 2 pm Saturday,
March 7, at Shortoff Baptist Church. Rev. Andy Cloer will
officiate.

The family will receive friends from 12:30-2 pm Satur-
day, prior to the service at the church.

Memorial donations can be made to the Shortoff
Baptist Church.

Macon Funeral Home is handling the arrangements.

Condolences can be made to the family at www.ma-
confuneralhome.com

Movies at
ighlands Playhouse

CLOSED
Friday 2/28 - Thursday 3/12 |8
We will be closed startir
Friday, February 28, a|
will resume films on

Friday, March 13th.

Listed below is our usual movie
showtimes, Visit our website,

highlandsplayhouse.org to stay up to

date, See you in March! QReg | s

Showtimes:
Friday & Sat: 1, 4 &7 p.m.

§28.526.2695

Sunday: 1 &4 p.m.
Monday: No Movies
Tue, Wed & Thurs: 1, 4 & 7 p.m.

Advertise and Highlands Newspaper
can help drive customers to your
place of business!

“The days of hoping someone wanders in are
over.’
- Richard Delany, OEI, CEO

Call Highlands Newspaper at 828-200-1371
or email
highlandseditor@aol.com
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n a 1925 speech to news-
Ipaper editors, then U.S.

President Calvin Coolidge
said, “the chief business of the
American people is business.”
Coolidge, America’s 30th Presi-
dent, was a staunch conserva-
tive who presided over one of
the most explosive periods of
economic growth in American
history. That period came to be
known as “the roaring twenties.”
It came to a crashing end ap-
proximately ten months after he
left office when the United States
fell into what remains America’s
worst economic collapse in its
relatively short history.

Two decades eatlier, a
felow New Englander, the
Spanish-born philosopher and
Harvard professor George San-
tayana famously said that “those
who fail to learn from history are
doomed to repeat it.”

Americans have had a dif-
ficult time reconciling these two

-WOoORD Ma

ERe

A History Lesson Worth Considering

truths, which are not necessarily
mutually exclusive.

The birth of our nation was
mote about business than about
not wanting to live under the
tyranny of the British monar-
chy. Colonial farmers wanted to
market their products freely. The
crown had other ideas, and, well,
you know the rest.

A healthy and vibrant busi-
ness sector is essential to eco-
nomic prosperity in America.
Following the 2007/08 economic
collapse, brought on by greedy
banking and real estate invest-
ment practices, recovery from
which continues through today,
business in America is, for the
most part, good.

American consumers, the
most important constituency for
a successful business of any kind
on any level, have wants, needs,
and expectations from America’s
business community. Some are
understood; others are not.

AND THE

VILE

>

ERIK
LARSON

Now Available at

The Book Nook
... in the Toy Store

SPLENDID | B

A saga of
Churchhill,

defiance during
the Blitz.

364 Main St.
526-9415

Bud Katz

In almost all cases, America’s
businesses expect to generate a
profit and return-on-investment
for owners and stockholders.
Similarly, American consumers
want the best possible products
and services for the lowest pos-
sible prices. These agendas often
conflict with one another.

Looking back, learning from
history, I believe America’s most
prosperous decade was the 1950s.
Post WWII, and while we had so-
cial challenges which would boil
over in the mid- to late-1960s,
our stature as the unquestioned
leader among nations was, at least
militarily and economically, both
envied and unquestioned. We had
a burgeoning middle class, which
got its energy from an educated,
well-trained, fairly compensated,
broadly unionized labor force in
a symbiotic relationship with a

growing and profitable business
sectof.

It causes me no joy to say
this, but I believe this was the last
decade in recent American his-
tory when our nation fired on all
cylinders.

Over time, support for
unions eroded. America did away
with its draft in the wake of the
Vietnam debacle. We began in-
vesting less, both per capita and
as a percentage of our national
treasure, in the education of our
young people, and in the care of
our veterans and elderly. We be-
gan a period, which continues
to this very day, of self-induced
blindness to the facts that our na-
tion’s population was continuing
to grow, while our infrastructure
wasn’t being maintained or re-
placed so as to keep pace. We al-
lowed, perhaps even encouraged
greedy businesses to send previ-
ously well-paying unionized jobs
offshore. While this was happen-
ing, technology was emerging
that would further stifle real job
and income growth.

All of these dynamics as-
sociated with our capitalist/free
enterprise system, unfortunately,
occurred in a political environ-
ment where any mention of rais-
ing taxes in order to support the
needs of a growing and aging
population constituted a third
rail mentality on the part of both

*HS SPORTS e

Championship wins; on to state playoffs

igh school basketball competed in the fi-
nal round of championship games of their

Little Smoky Mountain Conference tourna-

ment hosted by Highlands.

JV gitls fell short against Cherokee, who joined
their conference due to a loss in teams in the Big

Smoky Mountain Conference.

The JV boys and Varsity boys both pulled out
wins over Hiwassee Dam to finish as Conference

Tournament Champions.

Varsity girls also finished with a strong win over
Blue Ridge to take the Conference Tournament

Championship title.

Both varsity teams advanced into state playoffs

after these wins.

elected officials and candidates.
The refrain became, no new
taxes, no increases, but we’ll cut
spending instead. Where, exactly,
has spending been cut or will
spending be cut?

Americans need a living
wage in order to take part in
our consumer spending-driven
economy. With the degradation
of our nation’s labor movement
came an inability for working
people to buy the very goods we
were producing. This is why we
wear clothing made in China and
India, drive cars built with parts
from China, Japan, Korea, Can-
ada and Mexico, use consumer
electronics  produced  every-
whete but in the United States,
and get our oranges from Brazil,
our melons from Guatemala, our
pineapples from Costa Rica and
our tomatoes from Mexico.

Coolidge was correct; a
healthy, vibrant and profitable
business sector is essential in our
economic system. So was Santa-
yana. We must use our ingenuity,
creativity and work ethic to re-
member when Made in the USA
was a sign of pride and strength.
A strong, well-educated labor
force, one in which workers can
afford to live, eat, move around
in, and enjoy all American life
has to offer, is an equal part of
that system.

short.

tournament.

Varsity gitls faced the num-
ber 27 seed, Bessemer City at home. They won to ad-
vance to the second round where they will face Lang-

The Varsity boys traveled
to Lincoln Charter to face the
number one seed. After facing
a tough opponent, the boys fell

Although the boys will not
advance further, they did earn a
trophy after battling to win their

with Kedra McCall

tree Charter Academy. They will play at home tonight,

Thursday, Feb. 27th, starting at 6 pm. Come out and

support your Highlanders!
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« INVESTING AT A, 118 FT1..

million dollar buyer who gives me a still has the right to walk away during that

A Day in The Life of a Realtor
Sler a morning of having nails done, a
Apedz’mre and aromatherapy massage, 1

and the first jacket I come
put on my designer clothes, Gueci shoes,
with my Louis Vuitton handbag on my arm and
bead out the door in perfect weather and sunshine
galore.

I stop at Caulders for a cappuccino with ex-
tra froth and head to the office in my brand-new
Porsche. Upon arrival I sit and chit-chat with my
brokers as we count the number of commission
checks we just picked up. 1 can’t wait to pad my
bulging bank account.

Then it time for lunch with dients at Madi-
sons where we are treated like royalty sipping
champagne to celebrate a new, full price offer on a
2 midllion dollar home. The buyers require no home
inspection, are cash buyers and want to close in a
week.

I then return to the office where sellers are
waiting to list their home below market value, have
it in tip-top shape, encapsulation done, and will ac-
cept any offer.

I have an assistant do the paperwork and I'm
off to the beanty salon becanse one of my nails
broke. Then I'm off to be wined and dined by a 2

Cartier watch for being the best bro-
ker in town. 1 eat my favorite Go-
diva chocolates paired with an ex-
pensive Caymus cabernet and then
return home after such a tongh day!

OOPS...just woke up
from that dream and I'm
back to reality!

My morning begins at
7 and consists of two cups
of Kuerig coffee, still in my
gown, while sorting thru
emails and texts. Once my
phone is turned on at 7 am the
sounds of dings of messages
helps me open my eyes.

I start returning emails that came in
late at night, check our MLS system to look
for new listings, recent sales, and those in
dreaded due diligence.

My phone rings at 8 with my assistant
being sick and the duty agent having ap-
pointments so 1 skip breakfast and head to
the shower. I dress quickly in black pants

Pat Allen, BIC
Pat Allen Realty Group
Cell: 828-200-9179

to in my crowded and messy
closet. I find one boot and put
on my ortho sandal that cov-
ers my broken toe — a result of
reaching for my phone while
jumping out of the tub to
answer it. It was an appraiser
needing to get into one of my
listings that the bank requires.
It may or may not appraise —
creating loss of a sale.

I then realize my car is
low on fuel so brave the high
winds and freezing temps. I
arrive at the office and look
at the 1-inch space left on my desk next to
files piled up.

I then meet with a disgruntled seller
who doesn’t want to do any repairs from
the home inspection and is offended. I go
into my therapy mode to try and get this re-
solved. The repairman is two weeks behind
so we have to extend dreaded due diligence
which is added paperwork and the buyer

period.

I then go on a listing appointment
after doing research on the sellers” home
gathering the deed, tax information, septic
permit, etc.

And then the seller tells ME the price
he or she wants ... I explain it is too high
and not at market value and have compa-
rables to justify it. They say they will be
in touch and then list with another broker
who overprices it and it is stays on the
market for years.

Meanwhile, I go and turn on lights for
a showing and turn up the heat. When I
return to check to see if the lights were
turned off by the showing broker several
are still on and the door is left unlocked.

I come back to the office and check
emails and have buyers who have contact-
ed me about scheduling listings they found
on Zillow — which is the most erroneous
site evet!

1 make appointments to show all 10

o See INVESTING page 17

Open to the Public!

Saturday, February 29 | Noon to 3:00pm
304 Holt Knob Road, Highlands

MLS# 20910 | $747,000

k skokskok

skokskok

Enter the drawing for a chance to win a

$100 gift card

to Wolfgang’s Restaurant & Wine Bistro

Hosted by
John Muir of BHHS Meadows Mountain Realty
1(404) 245-7027 | jmuir@bhhsmmr.com

DIRECTIONS: Take Highway 64W towards Franklin. Tumn left af the second
Holt Knob Road entrance. Aproximately 100 yards up the road you will
see a driveway on the right with three house numbers. Take that right
and the home will be the second house on the left.

BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY | Meadows Mountain Realty

HomeServices

488 Main St., Highlands, NC 28741 | 526.1717 | MeadowsMountainRealty.com
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..PRIMARY 2020 continued from page 1

on several disaster relief mission
trips.

Archerd and his wife, Anne
have been matried for 37 years
and raised four daughters while
living in Asheville for the past 22
years.

Archerd worked his way
through school earning a BSBA
in Accounting from University
of Florida, MBA from Southern
Methodist University, practiced
as a CPA with Price Waterhouse
and was the Managing Partner
of a local Asheville CPA firm.
He has successfully started sev-
eral small businesses including
founding and leading a real estate
investment company since 2001.
He has created jobs, managed
budgets, been accountable to his
partners and investors.

“I am a political outsider
who will answer first to my Lord
and then to the citizens of the
11th District,” said Archerd. “I
will make decisions based on a
foundation of conservative be-
liefs, 40 years of business expeti-
ence, and love of our country. I

will defend the Constitution. I will
not bend to the political establish-
ment but always be accountable to
our friends, neighbors and citizens
in the 11th District. I have a fire
in my belly and a history of hard
work. I will take these attributes
to Washington intent on making a
difference; then I will come back
to the place I call home — West-
ern North Carolina. I do not view
serving in Congress as a career;
but, as a serious responsibility,
honor and duty”

Do you live within District 112 Do
you think it is important to live within
the District you are trying to represent?

“Yes, Buncombe County for
the past 22+ years. Yes, this is very
important, if you don’t know the
people, how can you represent
them?”

What do you see as being the big-
gest issue facing District 11 and how
wonld you address it if elected?

“Immigration and Border
Security — I will be a warrior with
President Trump to secure our
boarders, stop the flow of illegal
immigrants, end catch and re-

Wilbanks Smile Center

COMPLETE DENTAL CARE UNDER ONE ROOF
278 East Doyle St. » Toccoa, GA

800-884- 9439

706 886-9439 o

¢ Dental Implants e Root Canal Therapy
¢ SINGLE VISIT CROWNS!

« Orthodontics including Invisalign
e Wisdom Teeth Extractions

and of course ...

¢ Fillings and Cleanings
(IVv Sedation, too)

www.WilbanksSmileCenter.com

You are only 50 miles away from 40 years experien in
top-notch, high-tech, one-stop dentistry known for its gentle touch.

——

S— -
WILBANKS SMILECENTER

Y Sy

lease,” said Archerd. “I will draft
new laws to end sanctuary cities
and require cooperation of local
and state law enforcement with
ICE”

What are your thoughts on the In-
peachment process?

“The impeachment process
was totally unjustified and very
harmful for the country,” said
Archerd. “Nancy Pelosi and the
Democrats have been attempting
to get President Trump out of of-
fice since he was elected. This was
just their most recent attempt. It
should never have happened and
was done for political purposes.”

For residents of Macon County,
ifs status quo for leaders to forget about
onr small community. If elected to Con-
gress, how do you plan to be a voice for
the entire district, even the small western-
most counties like Macon?

“As your representative to
the People’s House (US House of
Representatives) I will have a con-
tinual presence in the 11th District
including Macon County,” said
Archerd. “We will also develop
ways to open communications
with the rural areas to ensure that
their voices are heard.”

330 Dillard
Road

Above
Highlands
Decorating
Center

828-526-4192
Taylor Barnes Spa

o Therapeutic Massage
« Age Defying Facials
o Euphoric Feet &
Reflexology
« Tuscan Wine Body
Polish
o Personal Training

Taylor Barnes Salon
« Color, Cuts,
« Make-up
e Up-Dos
« Hair Extensions
« Manicures
o Pedicures

What is your stance on marijuana
legalization?

“No do not believe that mat-
ijuana is beneficial to our society
and should not be legalized,” said
Archerd.

Any other issues or information
_you wonld like your voters to know.

“Moral Values — Our world
is upside down right now; we are
in a battle of good vs. evil,” said
Archerd. “T will fight for the rule
of law, defend our gun rights and
stand for our pro-life and pro-
family values.”

Madison Cawthorn

Madison Cawthorn is an 8th
generation resident of North Car-
olina’s 11th Congressional district.
His ancestors have served West-
ern North Carolina communities
for over 200 years including in the
Revolutionary War.

Cawthorn ~ was  home-
schooled in Hendersonville and
was nominated to the US. Naval
Academy by Rep. Mark Meadows
in 2014. However, Cawthorn’s
plans were derailed that year after
he neatly died in a tragic automo-
bile accident that left him partially
paralyzed and in a wheelchair.
Cawthorn’s ordeal built his faith,
made him a fighter, helped him
appreciate every day, and inspired
him to help everyone he encoun-
ters overcome whatever adversity
they face in their daily lives.

SINK

I]I.I

NOW ARRIVING,

NEW

The Dry Sink _Main Street Highlands, NC

Today, Cawthorn is a small
businessman. He is the owner and
CEO of a real estate investment
company. Cawthorn is also a mo-
tivational speaker. He challenges
people across the nation to have
faith, work hard, play by the rules
and pursue the American dream.

A constitutional conserva-
tive, Cawthorn is committed to
defending the values of faith,
family and the freedom that have
made America great. Cawthorn
attends Biltmore Church in Hen-
dersonville. He enjoys hunting,
cooking, travel, fitness, photogra-
phy & videography, and studying
history. He is engaged to be mar-
ried to Cristina Bayardelle

“I am running for Congress
for three main reasons,” said Caw-
thorn. “First, we need term limits
in congress so that there is incen-
tive within the House. More will
be accomplished if there are term
limits. Second, we need a balanced
budget amendment. It is immoral
to place this kind of debt upon
ourselves and the upcoming gen-
erations. The third and most im-
portant reason is that we have to
combat the rise of socialism in
this country.”

Do you live within District 112
Do you think it is important to live
within the District you are trying to rep-
resent?

“I grew up and live in the
11th district,” said Cawthron.
“This is my home. You shouldn’t
be allowed to represent the district
if you don’t live in it. How do you
know what’s best for the district if
you don’t even live there?”

What do you see as being the big-
gest issue facing District 11 and how
would you address it if elected?

*Candidate did not answer
this question.

What are your thoughts on the Im-
peachment process?

“The whole impeachment
process was a waste of time and
money. I stand with President
Trump,” said Cawthorn.

For residents of Macon County,
its status quo for leaders to forget about
our small community. If elected to Con-
gress, how do you plan to be a voice for
the entire district, even the small western-
most counties like Macon?

“When someone is elected,
it is their duty to represent each
resident of the district,” said Caw-

e See PRIMARY 2020 page 12
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A Dream I Never Knew I Had @*f

the local paper in Dun-

woody followed by one [
in the Highlands Newspaper.
That’s when I discovered how
much I enjoyed writing. That’s
when I discovered my passion. [
Then came a book co-written
with my dog. (What, doesn’t |
everyone do that?)

Now I'm living a dream
I never knew I had — writing
cozy animal mysteties featuring
a dog and cat who talk to their
owner. If a dog can write a book, surely
animals can communicate. Naturally, my
office assistants help with the dialogue.
And, yes, they are angling to be listed as
co-authors.

Bells, Tails, and Murder — book one
in the Dickens & Christie mystery seties
— is now available on Amazon. (Use this
link https://amzn.to/2SInUXM).
Book two comes out this Spring,

What made me start writing
cozy mysteries? When I helped
Lord Banjo write his book, several
people suggested I try my hand at
writing mysteries. My response?
You want me to come up with a
plot?

I didn’t give the idea another
thought until I connected with a
marketing coach. As we got to know each
other, she suggested I write a cozy animal
mystery. If youre not familiar with co-
zies, they contain no cursing, no sex, and
no blood and gore. Think Jessica Fletcher
and Miss Marple. Given my penchant for
writing with my dog, the animal part made

I t started with a column for

Kathy ans Penn

When I repeated my plot re-
i sponse, she said, “Oh that’s easy,
| all youneed is a dead body!” Easy
for her to say. Still, I've managed
to do it—write two mysteries—
dead bodies and all. Check it out.

A Cotswolds village . . . a
grieving heroine . . . two furry
sidekicks . . . and a murder!

Do you like heroines who’ve
lived a litle? Who’ve suffered
life’s ups and downs but kept on
trucking? Then you’ll love Leta
Parker and her new friends in the
Cotswold village of Astonbury.

When tragedy strikes Leta Parker’s
life, the successful banker and closet sleuth
chases a lifelong dream to retire to Eng-
land. Leaving her friends and neighbors in
Atlanta, she settles into Astonbury with her
talkative dog and cat, Dickens and Christie.

Picture her driving a refurbished Lon-
don taxi to the bookshop and the
mmee | tearoom, enjoying leisurely walks
"' | with Dickens the dog, and sipping
| coffee in the garden with Christie,
her sassy cat.

When Leta stumbles across the
dead body of a new acquaintance,
her inner Nancy Drew comes out.
Before you know it, she’s enlisted
the help of Wendy, a retired English
teacher friend — and even Wendy’s
elderly mum.

Two whipsmart retirees, one spunky
senior citizen, and a feisty dog and cat are
on the case!

Who better to unearth clues from their
friends in the village? Even Dickens and
Christie get in on the act gathering intel-
ligence from their four-legged friends and

' nghlﬁds

Designer 4 bedroom, 5 bath home with a golf course view.
Offered for $1,695,000 Contact Andrea Gabbard 828-200-6742

Andrea Gabbard

¢ 828.200.6742 0 828.526.8300
m AndreaGabbard@gmail.com

CC

Andreais top 12%
Real Estate Brokersin 2019.

Highlands Sotheby's International Realty is
the top selling firm in Highlands
since 2013 as per HCMLS Navica.

Sotheby’s

INTERNATIONAL REALTY

Highlands

Life
Market

Matural Prosducts Store
Carrying a wide variety of
natural products for your

Mind, Body & Home.
Open Mon.-Sat. 9a to 5:30p

Ty,
NEGTAR " 3
Juice Ban

Organic Fresh Juices & Smoothies
and Salads “On the Go!”
Open Mon.-Sat. 9a to 5p

526-5999
Located at 680 N. 4th. St., Highlands

pointing out the obvious to Leta.

What do authors A.A. Milne, Arthur
Conan Doyle, and J.M. Barrie have to do
with all this?

Is their connection with the Cotswolds
merely an interesting bit of trivia, or is it
more? Will Leta and Wendy let their literary
noses lead them astray?

You’ll be captivated as this unlikely
team chases clues and ferrets out a long-
buried secret — a scenatio that would make
any BBC cozy mystery producer proud. No
matter the clues uncovered by Dickens and
Christie, you’ll be hard-pressed to guess
who the villain is unless, like Leta, you're
able to “talk to the animals.”

Grab a copy of Bells, Tails, and Mur-

der today — book one of my new Cozy Ani-
mal Mystery Seties. Use this link https://
amzn.to/28InUXM to order your copy
now from Amazon. Happy reading!

o Author Kathy Manos Penn is a Georgia
resident. Find her books on Amasgon. Locally,
“Lord Banjo the Royal Pooch” is available at
Highlands Mountain Paws. Contact ber at inf-
penn1 19@gmail.com, and follow her on Facebook,
wwm.facebook.com | KathyManosPennAunthor/ .

It’s important to ADVERTISE!
“The days of hoping someone
wanders in are over.”

- Richard Delany, OEI, CEO

Call Highlands Newspaper

at 828-200-1371 or email
highlandseditor@aol.com

Ot

WINTER SPECIALS
AT HALF-MILE FARM AND OLD EDWARDS INN

S

Half-Mile Farm or Old Edwards Inn from *145 per night
20% off at Madison’s ® $125 Spa Treatments
25% off at Acorns ® *20 Fitness or Yoga Classes

50% off the Sommelier’s Select wines with Dinner
at Madison’s Restaurant

Sunday-Thursday, January through April
855-701-4182 | HalfMileFarm.com/LocalLove | OldEdwardsinn.com/LocalLove
Local ID required. Plus tax and gratuity.
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«HicHLANDS AREA EVENTS.

Ongoing

* Movies at the Playhouse Fri
& Sat 1,4, 7;Sun. | & 4;Tues-Thurs
1,4,7.

* Ice Skating at K-H Founders
Park —Thurs,. |-8p; Fri. & Sat |-10p;
Sun. I-5p..

* The Bascom is open Friday -
Monday 10am-5pm (Sundays |12pm -

5pm).Visitors are welcome to enjoy
the newly updated Story Walk Trail
throughout the week.

* At the Highlands Recreation
Dept. pool. Public Swim Monday-
Thursday |la-7p Friday and Satur-
day | la-6p and Sunday |-6p.

* Fibber Magee’s Clothing
Thrift Store on Laurel Street is open

get scary and intense at times.

will run about an hour long.

‘A Ghostlly Slumber Party’
Thurs.-Sun. at PAC

The Highlands Performing Arts Center will present the
Highlands PAC Youth Theater production of A Ghostly Slumber
Party on Thursday & Friday, February 27 & 28 at 10am for the
schools performances and again on Saturday, February 29 at 7pm
and Sunday, March 1 at 3pm. This year’s production is similar to
our 2015-16 school year show. However, it’s taken a very different
slant, based on the mix of students who auditioned, and those
who are involved with tech, design, and production of this yeat’s
production. The show includes “The Slumber Party” scenes by
Luke Osteen, excerpts from “The Raven” by Edgar Allan Poe,
“The Highwayman” by Alfred Noyes, and “The Troll” by T.H.
White. It’s recommended for High School and Middle School
students; however, younger audience members should be able to
enjoy the production, too. Please be aware that “The Troll” does

This show is built around a gitls’ sleepover. Let’s just say that
the girls may have unrolled their sleeping bags somewhere in the
heart of The Twilight Zone. It’s One Act (no intermission) and

It’s free for both students and adults to attend any and all the
shows — school shows & public shows. We have charter school,
homeschool, public school, & private school students from Blue
Ridge School, Blue Ridge Early College, Clayton, Franklin, High-
lands School, Rabun Gap-Nacoochee School, and Summit Char-
ter School involved in this year’s show. Tickets are available online:
www.highlandsperformingarts.com or at the door. Highlands Per-
forming Arts Center, 507 Chestnut Street, Highlands

Tues.-Friday 10a to 4p and on Satur-
day from 10a to 2p.

First Mondays

* New Guided Botanical Gar-
den Tours:A Garden in Every Season.
11:30 am - 12:30 pm.Meet at the
Highlands Nature Center Free, All
ages welcome.

* Shortoff Baptist Church non-
denominational Men’s Mtg at 7p.

Mondays

* At the Rec Park, Dance2Fit
classes with Tori Schmitt at 5:30pm.

Mon.-Wed.

* Hip Hop classes with Tori
Schmitt 5:30-6:30.

Mon. & Thurs.

* The Joy Program at HUMC
11:30a to 1:30p. Includes a free lunch
and a variety of programs and games.
All seniors are welcome. For more
info, call Kristy Lewis at 526-3376.

Mon. & Fri.

* Gentle Yoga at the Rec park at
9:15-10:15 a.m..All levels welcome.

Mon.,Wed., Fri.
* Heart Healthy Exercise Class
Monday, Wednesday and Friday

8:30am-9:30am.

* Step Aerobics with Tina Rog-
ers 8-9a.

Mon.,Wed., Thurs.

* Pickle Ball at the Recreation
Department Gym 10:30am -1pm

Tuesdays

» FREE Community Table Dinner
at the Community Bldg. at ép.

* The Highlands Writers Group
meets Tuesday, at 3pm in the down-
stairs boardroom at The Bascom.
Writers at all levels of proficiency are
welcome. For additional information,
contact Bud Katz, 828-526-3190 or
budandlynn@me.com.

* The Humanist Discussion
Group meets from 10:30-11:30 am in
the Meeting Room at the back of the
Hudson Library.

Third Tuesday

* The Macon County Poultry
club meets to discuss topics related
to raising backyard chickens. For
more information please call 828-
349-2046 or 828-369-3916.

* Highlands Area Indivisible
Group meets at 5 pm in the Meet-
ing Room at the back of the Hudson
Library.

Tuesday and Thursdays

» At the Rec Park, Dance2Fit
with Tori Schmitt at 7:30am.

* Exercise Class with Michelle
Lane at 5:30. A combination class
with many different styles of exercise
at Rec Park.

Wednesdays

* At Community Bible Church,
5-5:30p - Dinner — Free (Donations
Appreciated) 5:45-7p - G.R.O.W.
Get Real on Wednesdays — Classes
offered on money management, ad-
diction, discovering your spiritual
gifts and personality type, studying
the bible, evangelism, parenting, mar-
riage, grief, and more. All are wel-
come! Visit www.cbchighlands.com.

* Power Flow Yoga with Nalicia
Allio a certified Yoga Instructor 12-
Ipm and 6:30-7:30pm.

First Wednesdays

* Family Movies at the Hudson
Library at 3:30pm. Call 828-526-
3031 for titles.

3rd Wednesdays

* Recently released movies at
Hudson Library at 2pm. Call 828-
526-3031 for titles.

Wed. & Fri.

* Highlands/Cashiers Alcohol-
ics Anonymous “Open Meetings”
are for anyone who thinks they may
have a drinking problem or for any-
one interested in the A.A. recovery
program. Open meetings are held in
Highlands @ the Ist Presbyterian
Church, 471 Main St., at noon. And
held six times a week in Cashiers at
the Church of the Good Shepherd,
Rte 107, Cashiers. For meeting times
in Cashiers go to website www.
aawnc80.org or call (828) 349-4357.

* Duplicate Bridge 12-4pm at
Rec Park.

Thursdays

* Storytime at Hudson Library,
10:40 am. Open to the public

* NAMI Support Group for in-
dividuals dealing with mental illness
and the family members of individu-
als dealing with these challenges from
7 —8:15pm at First United Methodist
Church Out Reach Center on West
Main Street in Franklin Call Donita
(828) 526-9510.

* Hip Hop classes with Tori
Schmitt at 6:30-7:30 at the Rec Park.

2nd Thursdays

* Sapphire Valley Needlepoint
Guild meets at the Highlands Rec
Park at 10 am.

3rd Thursdays

* American Legion Post 370
meets in the 9:09 Chapel of the
First Methodist Church at 315 Main
Street in Highlands for Breakfast at
9AM followed my the meeting at
10AM.

* Kidney Smart Classes in
Franklin: from 4:30-6pm, Angel Medi-
cal Center,Video Conference Room,

3rd Floor, 120 Riverview St. Contact
Majestic 828-369-9474.

* Highlands Town Board meet-
ing at 7p in the Community Building
on US 64 east and Poplar Street.

4th Thursday

* At the Hudson Library, Kids
Zone LEGO Club. Intended primar-
ily for kids in grades 1-5,LEGO Club
allows creativity and STEM skills to
develop together as kids enjoy mak-
ing LEGO creations.

Fridays

* Knee High Naturalists at the
Nature Center 10a -Ila.Free, chil-
dren of all abilities welcome.

Through Feb. 28

* Scholastic Book Fair at High-
lands School.

Fri., Feb. 28

* Coffee with the Mayor in the
meeting room of the Hudson Li-
brary on Main Street in Highlands
at || a.m. Topic: Budget Priorities
for FY 2020/21

Sat., Feb 29

* The Nantahala Hiking Club
will take a moderate 6-mile hike, el-
evation change 800 ft., from Sawmill
Gap, following Forest Service RD
7134 to Rocky Bald Ridge, then to
Wine Springs on the Appalachian
Trail and down the Bartram Trail to
Sawmill Gap. Meet at Westgate Plaza
at 9 am, drive 40 miles round trip.
Call leader Gail Lehman, 524-5298,
for reservations.Visitors welcome.

Sun.,-Mon., March 8-9

* Beat the late winter/early
spring “blahs!” Come out and au-
dition or volunteer your help for
Highlands Cashiers Players spring
production, Agatha Christie’s The
Unexpected Guest. This is a two
act stage play to be held at the
Performing Arts Center. There are
parts for 3 or 4 women and 4 men
and a teenage boy.The performance
dates are Thurs. May 2| through
Sunday May 24 and Thurs. May 28
through Sunday May 31. Auditions
will be held at PAC Sunday March
8 starting at 3:30 with “call backs”
on Monday March 9 at 5. Scripts are
available to read at both the High-
lands and Cashiers libraries.

Wed., March 1|

* Kindergarten registration for
Highlands School at 10 a.m.

Fri., March 20

* The next Senior Dinner at
the Highlands Civic Center is will
March 20th at noon. Senior Dinners
are the third Friday of each month
November through April.
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Hospital.

* How Mission Health im-
plements its charity cate and un-
insured patient policies.

* How HCA discloses to pa-
tients the charges that they must
pay.

Details follow about each of
these concerns.

Complaints about quality of
care

The meetings held by the In-
dependent Monitor over the last
month have been a constructive
opportunity for HCA customers
to publicly raise their concerns
about Mission Health. Our office
has asked concerned members of
the public not only to contact the
Independent Monitor, but also
to file complaints with our of-
fice by visiting ncdoj.gov/file-a-
complaint/. We have received 30
written complaints about Mission
since January 1.

Many of the complaints
raise concerns about quality of

care. These complaints frequently
raise concerns about the impact of
staffing cuts, especially for nurses.
Some of the stories in these com-
plaints are harrowing to read, and
we are taking all of them seriously.

The testimonies provided in
these complaints align with a re-
cent change in one statistical score
measuring patients’  satisfaction
with quality of care. HCA’s facili-
ties have generally maintained their
star ratings from the US. Centers
for Medicare & Medicaid Services,
which measures patient care. How-
evet, the Mission Asheville hospital
has declined in the Leapfrog Hos-
pital Safety Grades.

Leapfrog’s Fall 2019 score
for the Mission Asheville hospital
was a “C.” This is part of a trend
of decline; the Asheville facility
scored “B” grades in Spring 2019
and Fall 2018, and it scored an “A”
grade in Spring 2018, Spring 2017,
Fall 2016, and Spring 2016.

We plan to respond to these

complaints in three ways.

* We will provide HCA with
copies of the complaints and ask
for HCA’s response.

* We are sharing complaints
about quality of care with the
regulators at the Department of
Health and Human Services who
investigate hospital quality-of-care
concerns.

* We will evaluate all the com-
plaints we receive, taken together,
to determine whether HCA is fail-
ing to provide any services that it
promised to provide under the As-
set Purchase Agreement. We will
share this information with the In-
dependent Monitor and Dogwood
Health Trust.

Sections 7.13(a) and 7.13(b)
of the Asset Purchase Agreement,
together with Schedules 7.13(a)
and 7.13(b), require HCA to pro-
vide until January 2029 many de-
fined services, such as “general
medicine services” at the Asheville
facility. Widespread quality of care
issues at Mission facilities would
raise real questions about whether
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HCA is providing the services that
it guaranteed.

Sexual Assault Nurse
Examiner (SANE) staffing
at Angel Hospital

We have been told that Angel
Hospital no longer has a Sexual
Assault Nurse Examiner on staff.
These nurses atre trained to pro-
vide specialized support in emer-
gency rooms to survivors of sex-
ual assault.

In the Asset Purchase Agree-
ment, Section 7.13(b) and Sched-
ule 7.13(b) provide that HCA
“shall not discontinue” at Angel
any “Emergency Services” or
“Acute Medicine Services.”

SANE nurses’ support to
sexual assault survivors, in an
emergency or acute medicine set-
ting, is time-sensitive and of criti-
cal importance.

We ask that HCA look into
this issue and provide further in-
formation to this office by March
4,2020.

Charity care
Mission promised that it will

provide unable-to-pay patients
with at least the assistance de-
scribed in Exhibit C to the As-
set Purchase Agreement. As we
have discussed, we have several
concerns with the way in which
HCA’s charity care and uninsured
patient policies appear to have
been implemented.

First, the charity care policy
is not transparent about what set-
vices are covered. We understand
that HCA interprets the policy
as covering only emergent cate.
HCA also extends the policy on
an ad hoc basis to certain neces-
sary care outside the emergency
room. There is no list available
of what procedures meet these
criteria, and we have heard from
patients and physicians that they
are confused about whether par-
ticular treatments are eligible un-
der the policies.

Second, it is not easy for
physicians or patients to learn
how the charity care policy will be
applied to their specific circum-

e See HCA page 14

:SUMMER HOUSE

Complete Home Furnishings

SPECIAL SALE TO CELEBRATE
LUCKY BUCKY’S BIRTHDAY!

The STOREWIDE SALE will run from
Wednesday the 19th to Saturday the 29th

Come in and get your photo made with Bucky, have some cookies
and pick up some “Bargains”

White Glove Delivery Throughout The Southeast & Beyond
2089 Dillard Road, Highlands | 2 miles from Main Street | 828-526-5577 | www.summerhousehighlands.com

MONDAY - SATURDAY:
9AM - 5PM

SUNDAY: CLOSED
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Macon County, North Carolina
March 3, 2020

Sample Ballot - Republican Party Primary

R0005
it

BALLOT MARKING INSTRUCTIONS:

A. With the marking device provided or a black ball point pen, completely fill in the oval
to the left of each candidate or selection of your choice as shown.

B. If you tear, deface or wrongly mark this ballot, retum it to request a replacement.

FEDERAL OFFICES STATE OFFICES NG Tl s T or NS lrance

(You may vote for ONE)

Presidential Preference
(You may vote for ONE)

<> Donald J. Trump

NC Governor
(You may vote for ONE)

<> Dan Forest

<> Ronald Pierce

>

Mike Causey

Lynda Bennett
<> Matthew Burril

<> Madison Cawthorn

<> Sam Hayes

<>  Christine Mumma

< Joe Walsh < Holly Grange NC Commissioner of Labor
< BillWeld (You may vote for ONE)
<>  No Preference NGIIetIe o nCovermar <>  Chuck Stanley
(You may vote for ONE) < Josh Dobson
US Senate <= John L. Ritter <=  Pearl Burris Floyd
(You may vote for ONE) <  Mark Robinson
<>  Thom Tillis <>  Scott Stone NC Secretary of State
<> Paul Wright <> Andy Wells O
<> Larry Holmquist <> Buddy Bengel <> E.C.Sykes
<> Sharon Y. Hudson <> Deborah Cochran <> Chad Brown
<> Renee Ellmers <> Michael LaPaglia
US House of Representatives <>  Greg Gebhardt
District 11 :
(You may vote for ONE) <>  Mark Johnson NC Superintendent of
Public Instruction
<> Joey Osborne (You may vote for ONE)
<> Vance Patterson NC Attorney General <> Catherine Truitt
<> Albert Wiley, Jr. bl el ioi ) <>  Craig Horn
<>  Chuck Archerd <> Jim O'Neill

NC State Senate

District 50
(You may vote for ONE)

<= Sarah Conway

<> Jim Davis NC Auditor <> Kevin Corbin
<> Dan Driscoll (You may vote for ONE)
<> Steven Fekete, Jr. <>  Anthony Wayne (Tony)
Street

<> Dillon S. Gentry
<>  Wayne King <> Tim Hoegemeyer

Continue voting

next side -

L \ B [ North Carolina c [ Ballot Style R0005
-- VOTE BOTH SIDES --

..PRIMARY 2020 from page 8

thron. “It is most important to
stay in touch with all communities
and people of the district.””

What is your stance on marijuana
legalization?

*Candidate did not answer
this question.

Any other issues or information
_you would like your voters to know.

“Im a fighter who has over-
come great adversity, and I believe
America is worth fighting for!”
said Cawthron. “Check out my
website to find out more about
who I am and what I believe.”

Jim Davis

James (Jim) Wayland Davis,
73, has been married to his wife

DISTRICT OFFICES

NC District Court Judge
District 30

Seat 6
(You may vote for ONE)
Kaleb Wingate

<> Mitchell Keith (Mitch)

Brewer
< Rich Cassady
<> Jim Moore

COUNTY OFFICES

Board of Commissioners

District 2
(You may vote for ONE)

<>  Bryan Rauers
<> Josh Young

<> Terry W. Bradley

End of Ballot

Judith since 1972. Together they
have two sons, Jeff Davis, age
43, (wife Rebecca and daughters
Catly and Megan), and Joshua
Davis, age 42. Davis earned a BA
in Biology in 1969 from Southern
Adventist University; DDS 1974
Loma Linda University School
of Dentistry; MS Orthodontics
1989 Loma Linda University
Graduate School. He practiced
general dentistry from 1974-1986
in Franklin, NC and practiced ot-
thodontics from 1989- present in
Franklin.

Davis served on the Macon
County Board of Commissioners
from 1996-2000 and from 2004-
2010. He has served in NC Sen-
ate District 50 since 2011. In the
Senate, Davis has served as the
Chairman Joint Legislative Com-
mittee Transportation Appropti-
ations; Chairman Senate Trans-
portation  Policy ~Committee;
Member Senate Finance, Health
Care, and Judiciary Committees;
Member  Approptiations/Base
Budget

“I am running to continue
my public service to the citizens
of western North Carolina,” said
Davis.

Do you live within District 112
Do you think it is important to live
within the District you are trying to
represent?

“I have lived in the district
for the past 45 years except when
attending graduate school from
1987-89,” said Davis. “I do not
understand how anyone who
does not live in the district can
claim to know the citizens and
their needs.”

What do you see as being the big-
gest issue_facing District 11 and how
wonld you address it if elected?

“The biggest issue in Dis-
trict 11 is the availability of well-
paying jobs with good benefits,”
said Davis. “I would advocate for
continued tax and regulatory re-
form to incentivize the continued
creation of those jobs.”

What are your thoughts on the
Tmpeachment process?

“The present impeachment
process was purely political,” said
Davis. “Article Two, section 4 of
the United States Constitution
says, “The President, Vice Presi-

o See PRIMARY 2020 page 13
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dent and all civil Officers of the
United States, shall be removed
from office on Impeachment
for, and Conviction of, Treason,
Bribery, or other High Crimes
and Misdemeanors.” I have seen
no evidence of any impeachable
offense committed by the Presi-
dent.”

For residents of Macon County,
uts status quo for leaders to forget about
our small community. If elected to Con-
gress, how do you plan to be a voice for
the entire district, even the small west-
ern-most counties like Macon?

“During my public service
I have remained a champion of
local government so I challenge
your assertion the it is “status
quo” for leaders to forget about
small communities,” said Davis.
“I will never forget from whence
I came.”

What is your stance on marijuana
legalization?

“I am opposed to the legal-
ization of recreational marijua-
na,” said Davis. “Recent scientific
studies have shown how harmful
its use is to adolescents. I voted
for the limited medical marijuana
law passed by the North Carolina
legislature in 2015.”

Any other issues or information
you wounld like your voters to know.

“I am the only candidate in
the race who has served in elected
office,” said Davis. “Consequent-
ly, I have a 19-year record for
folks to examinee. Should voters
give me the privilege of continu-
ing my public service they have
ample evidence on which to base
their opinion.”

Dan Driscoll

Dan Driscoll is a third-gen-
eration combat veteran and spent
much of my childhood in Banner
Elk. He attended Appalachian
Christian School and Watauga
High School where he met his
high school sweetheart, Cassie,
who is now his wife. They have
two kids, Daniel, Jr. who is four
and Lila who is two.

Driscoll ~ graduated from
UNC and joined the US. Army.
After completing officer candi-
date school and graduating from
Ranger School, he joined the 10th
Mountain Light Infantry Divi-
sion in Fort Drum, NY, where he
served as a Cavalry Scout Platoon

Leader for the next two yeats.
Driscoll was deployed to Iraq in
20009.

Upon returning from Iraq,
he enrolled at Yale Law School
on the GI Bill. During his time at
law school, he felt called to serve
the veteran population. Driscoll
worked for Yale’s Veterans Legal
Services Clinic, providing free le-
gal counsel to veterans of our na-
tion’s wars. After graduating he felt
the pull to go home, to return to
where he was raised, and make a
difference for those around him.

Since returning to North Car-
olina, Driscoll has been working
for an investment firm that helps
build small businesses across the
state. He has been involved in the
creation of new jobs across North
Carolina, including his latest proj-
ect opening a new home mainte-
nance business in Hendersonville.

“I'm a third-generation wat-
time veteran,” said Driscoll. “This
upbringing instilled in me a focus
on hard work and a love of coun-
try. While a freshman at UNC, with
the country in the throes of the
War on Terror, I gave up the typi-
cal college experience so I could
enlist in the military as quickly as
possible. That military expetience
cemented in me the desire to live
a life of public service. With the
country at another tremendous
crossroads, it feels like now is the
time to serve again. As a small
business owner in North Carolina,
I know first-hand the struggles of
creating a business in the current
regulatory environment. I believe
that a pro-business environment
and well-trained citizenry creates
more stable, higher paying jobs,
and T’ll advocate for both. Addi-
tionally, the infrastructure in rural
America generally, and the NC-11
specifically, is in massive need of
an upgrade. We are not well pre-
pared for the tectonic changes that
are coming with advancing tech-
nology. This weak infrastructure
is significantly hindering the ability
of many Americans to start and
grow businesses. I’'m passionate
about helping bring federal spend-
ing and innovation to these areas.”

Do you live within District 112 Do
you think it is important to live within
the District you are frying to represent?

e See PRIMARY 2020 page 15
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Sample Ballot - Democratic Party Primary
Macon County, North Carolina
March 3, 2020

[e |

[c

D0002
(I

to the left of each candidate or selection of your choice as shown.
B. If you tear, deface or wrongly mark this ballot, retum it to request a replacement.

FEDERAL OFFICES

BALLOT MARKING INSTRUCTIONS: _
A. With the marking device provided or a black ball point pen, completely fill in the oval D) / _

.

US House of Representatives

District 11
(You may vote for ONE)

NC Commissioner of Agriculture

(You may vote for ONE)

o

Presidential Preference
(You may vote for ONE)

<> Deval Patrick

—> Bernie Sanders

> Tom Steyer

Elizabeth Warren

<> Marianne Williamson

Andrew Yang

Michael Bennet
Joseph R. Biden
Michael R. Bloomberg
Cory Booker

> Pete Buttigieg

Julidn Castro
John K. Delaney
Tulsi Gabbard
Amy Klobuchar

No Preference

US Senate
(You may vote for ONE)

<> Michael O'Shea
<> Phillip G. Price
<> Steve Woodsmall
<> (Gina Collias

<> Moe Davis

NC Governor
(You may vote for ONE)

-

—

> Walter Smith

Jenna Wadsworth

Donovan Alexander Watson

NC Superintendent of

Public Instruction
(You may vote for ONE)

STATE OFFICES (-

Erica D. Smith

<> Steve Swenson

Ernest T. Reeves

< Roy Cooper

NC Lieutenant Governor
(You may vote for ONE)

<>  Allen Thomas
Bill Toole
<> Terry Van Duyn
<> Chaz Beasley
< Yvonne Lewis Holley

<> Ron Newton

> Keith A. Sutton

James Barrett

Constance (Lav) Johnson

Michael Maher

<> Jen Mangrum

NC Treasurer
(You may vote for ONE)

Dimple Ajmera
Ronnie Chatterji

Matt Leatherman

Board of Commissioners

District 2
(You may vote for ONE)

<>  Betty Cloer Wallace

<> Cal Cunningham NC Auditor Olga Lampkin
c Trevor M. Fuller (You may vote for ONE)
<> Atul Goel <> Luis A. Toledo
<> Beth A. Wood End of Ballot
A B North Carolina I3 [ Ballot Style D0002 B
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..RUBY continued from page 1

said Highlands Police Chief Bill Harrell.
“Ruby was the first K9 ever for Highlands
and she made her presence felt quickly with
numerous finds [people, evidence, articles,
and narcotics].”

Ruby was a black lab and a full patrol
dog, which means she was used for various
types of police work including narcotics
detection, apprehension, and human scent
tracking, Chief Harrell credits the success
of the department’s K9 program to Ruby.

“Ruby paved the way for our two new-
est K9 Officers Hope [a German Shepherd]
and Xena [a Malinois],” said Harrell. “Had
Ruby not been as successful and received
such a welcoming by the Highlands com-
munity, the K9 unit we have wouldn’t be.”

Ruby became a very valued family
member to her handlers, their immediate
family and department members.

Officer John Cherry was Ruby’s first
handler, before his military deployment
in 2010 and then Master Officer Thomas
Parker was assigned as her partner.

Ruby lived with the Parker family while
on duty and stayed with them after “retire-
ment.”

Officer Parker said she was part of the
family.

“Ruby was a great dog all around, she
did not know a stranger and was loved by
lots of people in town,” said Parker. “She
quickly became a part of my family and was
very protective of my children. As a K9,
Ruby enjoyed going to work and she would
get excited as I was getting ready for duty.
Ruby always got excited when it was time to
get out of the car and do a search.”

While working with Parker, Ruby’s
alerts resulted in over 55 law enforcement
actions including 24 arrests and 31 citations.
Ruby tracked and located seven subjects that
were lost or had dementia and wondered
from their residences.

“She will be sorely missed,” said Harrell.

According to Chief Harrell, she also
performed 13 tracking missions, finding all
targets.

A short memorial ceremony will be held
at Highlands Police Department in the com-
ing weeks as soon as arrangements can be
finalized.

“Please look and listen for information
as it becomes available,” said Harrell.

-—.-—-.---"""J

= Forehead Lines
———= Frown Lines

— Crow’s Feet

Call the

Center for Plastic Surgery
To find what it can do for you!
828-526-3783

290 Hospital Drive, Ste. 2020, Highalnds
www.PlasticSurgeryToday.com

08t

S

Ruby with her handler Officer Thomas Parker and the rest of the Parker family with whom she
lived at her retirement ceremony, Oct. 26,2017 at the Community Building.

— Photo by Kim Lewicki

..J-HCA continued from page 11

stances. HCA has chosen to have the Chief
Medical Officer personally make the deci-
sions about whether to extend coverage.
He is cleatly approaching these duties in a
principled and thoughtful way, but his busy
schedule makes it impossible for physicians
to easily contact him.

Third, HCA’s decision to focus on
emergent care appears inconsistent with the
Asset Purchase Agreement.

Exhibit C to the APA, the model Char-
ity Financial Assistance Policy, provides that
the patient may be eligible if she “incurred
emergent, non-elective services.” The work-
ing understanding of this policy at HCA
seems to eliminate the word “non-elective”
from the sentence.

Fourth, the descriptions of the unin-
sured patient and charity care policies on
Mission Health’s website do not match the
policy attached to the APA. The Mission
Health page on charity care represents that
the policy covers “non-elective services”
that a patient received.

In calls with our office, HCA has men-
tioned that HCA is providing greater finan-
cial assistance to low income patients than
Mission Health System previously provided.
As mentioned on our most recent call, the
total amount of care is an important mea-
sure of whether Mission patients are — as a
practical matter — able to access the charity
care benefits HCA promised to provide in
the Asset Purchase Agreement.

In order to help us assess the situation,
we request the following information for
the 12 months before and the 12 months
after HCA’s acquisition of Mission.

Please provide this information on a

system-wide basis for all the facilities in the
Mission system.

1. Utilization rates for financial assis-
tance policies in the Mission Health Sys-
tem under Mission Health System, Inc’s
ownership and under HCA’s ownership.

2. Dollar value of financial assistance
provided under Mission Health System
Inc’s ownership and under HCA’s owner-
ship.

3. Dollar value of all write-offs or
write-downs of patient bills provided un-
der Mission Health System Inc’s owner-
ship and under HCA’s ownership.

4. The overall percentage increase or
decrease in charges for medical services
since the consummation of the sale of
Mission Health System.

5. The overall change in gross rev-
enues from medical services since the con-
summation of the sale of Mission Health
System.

6. A list of every individual involved
in making coverage decisions for HCA’s
financial assistance policies at Mission
Health System, by name and title.

7. The average number of cases per
week that are considered in the weekly
charity care appeal process Dr. Hathaway
described.

8. Mission Health’s policies and prac-
tices with respect to requiring payment in
advance for services delivered in the hos-
pital as they existed before the transaction
and as they exist today.

9. A copy of the one-page description
of HCA’ financial assistance policies that
was distributed to doctors with admitting

o See HCA page 22
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Chuck Archerd

“My wife and I grew up in
western North Carolina, and 1
recently moved to Buncombe
County,” said Driscoll. “Since
leaving to serve in the Army,
I’'ve had a number of addresses
but am happy to be back where
my wife I are excited to raise our
children in the community that
raised us. I do believe that it is
important that you live within
the district you represent, as I
believe the mountain values of
hard work, faith and family are
important when representing the
families of this district.””

What do you see as being the big-
gest issue facing District 11 and how
wonld you address it if elected?

“I know first-hand the
struggles of creating a business
in the current regulatory environ-
ment,” said Driscoll. “I believe
that a pro-business environment
and well-trained citizenty creates
more stable, higher paying jobs.
I'm passionate about helping
bring federal spending and inno-
vation to this area.”

What are your thoughts on the
Tmpeachment process?

“The Senate should have ac-
quitted 100-0,” said Driscoll.

For residents of Macon County,
its status quo for leaders to forget about
our small community. If elected to
Congress, how do you plan to be a voice
Jor the entire district, even the small
western-most counties like Macon?

“Frequently, candidates say
one thing to get elected and then
do anther once in congtess,” said
Driscoll.  “The Army Ranger
Creed talks about leaving no man
behind. As your Congressman, I
will aspire to that same level of
commitment to all my constitu-
ents.”

Madison Cawthorn

What is your stance on marijuana
legalization?

“I stand with President
Trump and agree that it is a state
issue,” said Driscoll.

Any other issues or information
you wonld like your voters to know.

“Ill never forget the first
words out of my platoon ser-
geant’s mouth when we first met:
“Sir, they will never care what you
know until they know that you
care.” Fresh out of initial training,
I didn’t know how to respond, of,
really, what he meant. I knew from
my Army training that my non-
commissioned officers’ efforts to
tactically prepare our unit would
have a meaningful impact on our
ability to complete our mission —
and would be critical to bringing
everyone home,” said Driscoll.

“My platoon sergeant’s advice
has since become the single most
powerful bit of leadership wisdom
in my life, one that has influenced
virtually every decision I made as
a platoon leader and, later, as a
business owner. Although it’s been
more than a decade since that first
meeting between a seasoned pla-
toon sergeant and me, a fresh lieu-
tenant, I hear his voice in my ear
daily: to me, serving with honor
means working every day to show
your family, friends, co-workers
and constituents that you care be-
fore anything else. And, as I found
in the Army and afterward, you
cannot show those you represent
you care if they and their welfare
aren’t above your own.”

Wayne King

Wayne King,39, has one son,
Noah, age 11. He served as the
Deputy Chief of Staff for Con-
gressman Meadows office for the
last seven years. He has supervised

Jim Davis

the entire NC11 district team who
helps constituents on a day-to-day
basis with issues involving the fed-
eral government. King previously
was the elected Vice-Chairman of
the N.C. Republican Party during
the 2012 election cycle.

“l am running for Congress
because 1 love Western North
Carolina, our state, and our great
nation, because I believe we need
more strong conservatives in Con-
gress who will stand and defend
President Trump, and because I
am gravely concerned that our
Constitution, our freedoms, our
values and our way of life are un-
der attack,” said King,

“I believe the people of WNC
deserve a Congressman who is a
fighter and who has proven that
they have the experience and the
ability to get the job done. Anyone
who knows me well knows that
I am a fighter, that I will always
stand up for what is right, and
that I won’t back down. My track
record from my seven years serv-
ing as Deputy Chief of Staff and
District Director to Congressman
Meadows shows that I have the
experience and ability to get the
job done for the 11th District and
for our nation.

Do you live within District 112 Do
you think it is important to live within
the District you are trying to represent?

“I think it is essential that the
person elected to trepresent the
11th District in Congress have a
clear understanding of the values
of the people across the district
and the understanding of the
unique challenges and issues fac-
ing each of the 17 counties,” said
King, “T also think it is essential
that they have strong existing re-
lationships across all 17 counties.
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Dan Driscoll

I have spent the last seven-plus
years either working in District
11 as Deputy Chief of Staff and
District Director of, since Decem-
ber, as a Republican candidate for
Congtress. During this time, I've
traveled nearly every inch of this
district meeting with law enforce-
ment, veterans, ministers, farmets,
elected officials, business owners,
retirees, blue collar workers, and
just every day regular people. I've
solved problems, big and small,
for people, businesses, and local
governments across the district.

I’'ve built relationships with
key stakeholders from one end of
the district to the other I'm also
a proud native of Western North
Carolina. While I don’t presently
live in the district, there is no one
running for this office that has
spent more time traveling this dis-
trict this district than I have over
the last 7 years, and no one who
has a deeper understanding, ap-
preciation, and knowledge of ALL
17 counties.

What do you see as being the big-
gest issue facing District 11 and how
wonld you address it if elected?

“The biggest issue facing the
11th District and our country is
that our values and our freedoms,
the very principles our country
were founded on, are under at-
tack,” said King. “Eroding our
rights and freedoms are not the
answer. Socialism is not the an-
swer. I will solve this by standing
up for our Constitution and fight-
ing to preserve our freedoms and
values. I will always stand up for
what is right, and I won’t back
down. I believe in America and the
American people. If we stay true
to the principles our country was
founded on our best days are still

in front of us.”

What are your thoughts on the
Impeachment process?

“It was a sham and a dis-
grace,” said King. “I am happy
that our Senate acted quickly to
end the process. The Far Left
and Democratic leadership in
the House were determined to
impeach President Trump from
the moment he was elected. The
outcome of the impeachment
“process” in the House was pre-
determined before it ever started.
Sadly, the number one goal of
the Left and of the Democrats in
Congtress remains to destroy our
President and fight him on every-
thing he tries to do for our nation.
Unfortunately, there are still some
“Never Trump” Republicans
who are willing to jump in the
boat with them.”

For residents of Macon County,
its status quo for leaders to forget about
our small community. If elected to Con-
gress, how do you plan to be a voice for
the entire district, even the small west-
ern-most counties like Macon?

“During my 7 years as Dis-
trict Director and Chief of Staff
for Congressman Meadows, I
made an effort to regulatly travel
the entire district, to spend mean-
ingful time in every county, to de-
velop a relationship with elected
officials and business and com-
munity leaders in every county,
and to ensure that unique issues
and challenges facing each county
were dealt with quickly and fairly
no matter the size of the county,”
said King, “As your Congress-
man, I will do the same. You will
see me and my staff on a regular
basis in Macon County and you
will never feel forgotten or left

o See PRIMARY 2020 page 17
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.. LETTERS continued from page 2

and Chateaux, consists of some
of the top 580 independent ho-
tels around the world and we are
acting on it en masse. Many of
us are trying to lead the indus-
try in a change to be sustainable
and lower our carbon footprint
wherever possible. I am sure you
understand that this is not as easy
as it seems when you are referring
to luxury hotel standards. There is
a perception that luxury and sus-
tainability to not go hand in hand,
but we disagree. Many in our fam-
ily of Relais properties are imple-
menting, or have implemented,
many of the changes we are cur-
rently trying to implement below.

First, I thought you would
enjoy some scary stats and what
we are doing about it:

OEHG used 186,432 plastic
water bottles last year between
OEHG and the club — mostly us.

That is 510 bottles/day!ll 1
had to check my math because 1
could not believe this number.

That would be an average of
2.43 bottles of water a room per

On average that is 3,728
pounds of plastic we created last
year.

We also used 127,000 of the
small one-use soap and condition-
et bottles last year.

#timetochange!

We have started installing pu-
rified water dispensers similar to
what you see now in airports all
around our properties. Inside and
out. We have purchased thousands
of reusable logo’ d aluminum
bottles which our guests will now
use to fill at any of these stations.
Shortly we will be discontinuing
our plastic bottle usage altogether
- everywhere.

By fall we will have installed
large format bulk soap and condi-
tioner dispensers in all guest room
bathrooms and will eliminate our
on use small bottles which end up
half used and in the trash.

Even our Nespresso Coffee
pods in the room which are made
of aluminum are going to be re-
cycled now and turned into bikes
and other objects.

Here are some other green
and sustainable practices we have
rolled out:

e Paper recycling — all
scrap paper is shredded and saved
and picked up weekly by a recy-
cling company

* All cardboard and bottles
are picked up by J & B disposal

* We no longer order news-
papers for every single guest room
and offer them in public areas and
as requested as 70% ended up in
the trash

* Used soap is gathered and
sent to Clean the World for re-
cycling and is given to 3rd world
countties https://cleanthewotld.
org/

e LED bulbs
throughout the resort

And, regarding your oth-
er concern about housing and
healthcare, we are doing our part
but could sure use some help —
not just for hospitality but for all
young professional looking to live
and work in this great community.

Richard M. Delany

installed

day if we ran 100% occupancy at https://www.nesptresso. President and Managing
all 3 hotels. com/be/en/velosophy Director, OEI
| knew they ONLY 99¢
did it from the start AT AMAZON
but no one

-Christie

listens to the cat!
LIMITED TIME!
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y WANCS PENN:

Don’t let Highlands end up
like the Jacksonville
Beaches communities

Dear Editor,

I read Mayor Pat Taylor’s col-
umn in Feb. 13 edition of High-
lands Newspaper entitled, “Bal-
ancing Tourism and Quality of
Life” -- about planning for growth
in Highlands. I would like to share
a few of my thoughts with you.

I grew up in the Jacksonville
Beaches area of northeast Florida.
Unrestrained growth has dramati-
cally lowered the quality of life
there for those of us who lived
there prior to the 1970s. Issues
include pollution of the St Johns
River and the Atlantic Ocean, traf-
fic, no more driving on the beach,
and loss of the small-town feel.

In 1988 the State of Florida
commissioned the 2010 Compre-
hensive Growth Plan for North-
east Florida. This plan required
concurrency for developments of
a certain size. Roads, schools, and
infrastructure were to be in place
before construction began. It also
levied an impact fee on all new
construction. Sounds good, right?
Well, the ink wasn’t dry on the pa-
per before exemptions were grant-
ed right and left. I won’t say the
plan was worthless, but it fell far
short of accomplishing its goals.

In the state of Hawaii, Maui
and Kauai held referendums about
30 years ago to decide how much
growth they wanted. Maui citizens
voted for more growth and eco-
nomic prosperity. Kauai voted to
allow minimal growth and to re-
tain their traditional lifestyle. Even
so, Kauai is under constant pres-
sure from developers.

Sometimes people get elected
to public office for other purposes
than to serve their constituents.
When I moved to Otto, NC, from
Ponte Vedra Beach, FL, in 2017,
three of the five St Johns County
commissioners were developers.
In my neighborhood, Dolphin
Cove, they allowed a developer to
buy eight acres that was being used
for a water treatment plant and
two retention ponds. The devel-
oper filled in the two ponds, dug a
smaller pond, and built 16 homes
on this parcel. The nearest exit to

leave the neighborhood on ATA
(there are only two ways out) has
constant heavy traffic in both di-
rections and is not eligible for a
traffic signal. It is virtually impos-
sible to make a left turn using this
exit. The eight acres were sold for
$480,000, and could have made
an established nature preserve,
requiring minimal maintenance,
and would have added to the
quality of life of county residents.

On a similar note, the presi-
dent of the local Sierra Club
chapter in the 1980s, was an em-
ployee of Waste Management
Corporation. I always wondered
about that.

Most developers who I'm
familiar with, care nothing about
the impact of their projects on
the existing communities. They
only want the money. They often
present their plans with lawyers
and polished presentations. They
promote their plans with eco-
nomic promises for jobs and tax
revenue. Numerous studies have
shown that development does
not pay for itself, much less in-
crease tax revenue enough to cov-
er increased expense. (A search
on the internet will confirm this).
Some developers have even been
suspected of rewarding govern-
ment officials.

What Highlands has going
for it in the face of predatory
encroachment are several things.
Many of the residents are well ed-
ucated. Many are financially well
off, and able to afford their own
lawyers. Many will be motivated
to maintain the quality of life that
they now enjoy.

I encourage you to make
a good comprehensive growth
plan. Make sure those who make
decisions about new develop-
ment care more for Highlands
than their own agendas.

It has broken my heart to see
what has happened to my home-
town in Florida, all for the sake
of a quick buck. I pray you can
avoid it happening here.

David Stearns
Otto, NC
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houses and the day before they
are to arrive get an email that they
can’t make it. I have to cancel all
of the showings.

I go out with buyers in the
left-over snow and into a few
cold houses where the sellers
don’t understand the humidity is-
sues we have which has resulted
in the floors buckling. They in-
form me they don’t want to pay
the electric bill in the winter on
a million-dollar home. The buy-
ers look at 12 houses in two days,
leave town and are never heard
from again.

A few other examples of
true life as a Realtor:

e I listed a $1,895,000 home
and in seven days it is under con-
tract. The seller is angry and said
I ruined her summer! She doesn’t
like the selling broker and doesn’t
want him back in her house! We
finally get it closed but it was bit-
tersweet for all.

e It’s Thanksgiving and a
buyer I had been working with
for months on a large piece of
land calls me just as I'm sitting
down to eat the meal I spent all
morning cooking.

He informs me that his sis-
ter is in town for a short time so
we need to go right then to check
out the gated-property since she
would be a partner. I grab a tur-
key leg and head out the door. I
learned the next day she wasn’t
interested and never heard from
them again.

* A home inspector, who
touts himself as the “deal killer,”
ruined a sale last week and makes
such comments as, “I wouldn’t
drink the water” —(nothing is
wrong with it) and “Had I built
this house I would not have done
it this way!”

The only two things required
by the state: are there safety issues
and are there material facts, mean-
ing things not working the way
they were intended or known de-
fects in the home.

I then had to call the seller,
who was thrilled his home was
under contract, and relay the bad
news. Sad day for all.

* An Atlanta athlete made an
appointment with one of my bro-
kers to look at land. She cut her
trip short, returned home, and he
was a “no-show.”

* One of my brokers worked
with buyers for two years who
went to another firm and bought a
house because one of their friends
knew a broker at the other firm.
I had to tend to all of it with the
other BIC.

* My seller — whose husband
died unexpectantly right after I
listed the home — was under con-
tract to sell a cabin and had spent
over $30,000 to appease the buy-
ers who insisted the chimney have
a metal flue (which wasn’t needed)
and my seller also did other re-
quested items. Five days before
closing the selling broker advised
me his clients aren’t going to close

... PRIMARY 2020 from page 15

out. I will strive to be both the
most accessible and the most vis-
ible Congtressman Macon Coun-
ty has ever had.”

What is your stance on marijua-
na legalization?

“I am opposed to matijuana
legalization,” said King;

Any other issues or information
you wounld like your voters to knosw.

“In Congtess, I will continue
stand with President Trump, de-
fend him from both the left and
“Never Trump” Republicans,
and work hand-in-hand with
our President to Keep America
Great,” said King, “While “Nev-

er Trump” Republicans including
some who pretend to support him
now, refused to support President
Trump against Hillary Clinton,
I travelled across our state cam-
paigning for and with President
Trump, and since he’s been elected
I’'ve consistently been a strong
voice defending our President and
working to ensure his agenda and
his vision for our nation become
reality.”’

Note:

Republican Candidates Lynda
Bennett, Steven Fekete Jr., Dillon
Gentry, Joey Osborne, Vance Pat-

due to a mother’s illness. My seller
received the earnest money of
$20,000 but it didn’t cover her ex-
penses. I had to make that phone
call and it wasn’t easy for cither
of us. Enormous paperwork and
phone calls were involved.

* I had a lovely home under
contract the sellers were selling
furnished and left town a week be-
fore closing. We then realized the
extra refrigerator in the garage (it
was summertime) had been un-
plugged and we had to throw out
rotten, disgusting, and moldy food
galore that was gross. Before clos-
ing, the seller contacted the attor-
ney and insisted he was not paying
commission on the furniture -- af-
ter he said he would -- and I for-
feited $2,500 but the selling broker
refused to do so and received hers.

* A buyer — from out of state
— called on a Sunday about one of
my listings which is getting a lot
of showings. She said she wanted
to make an offer -- sight unseen --
and that she had done this before
many times.

I encouraged her to wait but
she insisted and booked a flight to
see it. I spent two hours doing all
the paperwork and told my seller
he was getting an offer. He and
his wife were excited. The lady
flew in, drove herself to the place
without me, and decided she didn’t
like the area. She texted that to me
and didn’t respond when I asked if
she wanted to see other homes. I
had to call my sellers and break the

terson, and Albert Wiley Jr. were
either unable to be reached as of
press time or did not return our
candidate profile questionnaire.

This is the last segment of our
Primary 2020 6-part series.

To see what you’ve missed, go
to wwwhighlandsinfo.com, click
on News and read issues, Jan. 23

and 30, Feb. 6, 13, and 20.

Voting Guide
Early  voting  continues
through Sat., Feb.29 until 3 p.m.
The primary election is Tues-
day, March 3 with polls opening at
6:30 a.m. and closing at 7:30 p.m.
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news.

* This past Christmas my
daughter and I and little Lucy, my
grand dog, were in Charleston for
three nights to enjoy the beautiful
decorations and great restaurants.

The first night there I received
a call from a gentleman who in-
quired about one of my listings and
said he was going to buy a house in
the next 30 days. I answered all of
questions and he asked that I send
him other options that met his cti-
teria. He would be up the day after
Christmas to look at them.

I spent Christmas Eve re-
searching for him and making ap-
pointments to show. He emailed
on Christmas Day that his plans
had changed and he wasn’t coming
to look. Never to be heard from
again!

I could go on and on but my
space is limited here. Also, after
reliving all of this I need a glass
of wine! So now you know the
rest to the story.

* Pat Allen is owner of Pat Allen
Realty Group and a Certified Luxury
Home Marketing Specialist and is cer-
tified in Resort and Second home prop-
erties. She chooses to remain an inde-
pendent firm and her firm was recently
selected as a 1 eading Real Estate Com-
pany of the World. She is consistently
a top producer and award-winning bro-
ker on the platean. 1V isit ber on the web
at Pat Allen Realty Group.com, call
828-526-8784, or 828-200-9179.
The office is conveniently located at 295
Dillard Road with a second location at
5121 Cashiers Road opening soon.

Public Performances:
Saturday, February

Sunday, March 1 @

Admission is FREE

507 Chestnut S

3 pm

treet, Highlands

www.highlandsperformingarts .com 828.526.9047
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Head in the Clouds

By Margaret Howell
Holy Family Lutheran Church

as it been a weird winter or what?
Still, we are far more fortunate than the Mid-

west and northeast---buffeted by one fierce winter
storm after another. I have friends from Minnesota who
say they are shoveling snow one day and cooking out on the
next. California, plagued by wildfires the past year, is now
threatened by huge storms which puts many homes in the
burned out hills at risk of landslides. Hmmmm, maybe we
don’t have it so bad after all!

In our texts for today we have the familiar imagery of
mountains and clouds.

Being mountain dwellers ourselves, we know that up
here on the peak plateau, the next cloud could contain any-
thing from rain or snow, to sleet or a combination of all
three. Now we have spoke recently about the significance
of Mountains as places were God is met. In the Bible, God
spoke directly to Abraham. He spoke directly to Moses. He
spoke directly to Job. But to your neighbor down the street?

TM. Luhrmann, in the book “My take: If you hear
God speak audibly, you (usually) aren’t crazy”

Most people reading the ancient Scriptures understand
these accounts of hearing God’s voice as miracles that re-
ally did happen but no longer take place today or maybe as
folkloric flourishes to ancient stories. Even Christians who
believe that miracles can be an everyday affair can hesitate
when someone tells them they heard God speak audibly.
There’s an old joke: When you talk to God, we call it prayer,
but when God talks to you, we call it schizophrenia.

Except that usually it’s not.

If any of us have seen Cecil B. DeMilne’s version of
the Ten Commandments, you might remember that the top
of Mt Sinai was covered with fierce, datk clouds, from with
lighting and thunder rolled. Moses went up into the cloud
and was gone for 40 days. Like Jesus’ 40 days in the wilder-
ness, this was a test, not of Moses, but of his people down
on the plain below. They failed, by the way. There are great
parallels between Jesus and Moses in these two events. Both
had encounters with the divine, and both emerged from
their trial, strengthened in spirit, if now in body, to try and
minister to a fickle and faithless people.

Clouds are a great symbol for the divine, they are in-
substantial, yet cannot be seen into or through. They are
light as air but can contain great and fearsome power. To
enter into God’s presence is like finding oneself enveloped
in a heavy fog — we lose all points of reference and find

e See SPIRIAUALLY SPEAKING page 19

Looking for a church home?
Wayfarers Unity Chapel is a non denominational,
inclusive church located at 182 Wayfarer Lane, off

Highway 246 in Dillard, GA, just 1.7 miles from
Highway 441
Social time begins at 9:30 and services
begin at 10 a.m. on Sundays
Visit our website www.wayfarersunity.org
for more information, or call 706-746-3303

Proverbs3:5 e P| ACES TO VWORSHIP ®

John 3:16

BLUEVALLEY BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Oliver Rice, Pastor (706) 782-3965
Sundays: School: 10 a.m.,Worship:| |
Sunday night services every 2nd & 4th Sunday at 7
Wednesdays: Mid-week prayer meeting:7 p.m.
BUCK CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH
828-269-3546 * Rev. Jamie Passmore, Pastor
Sundays: School: 10 a.m.;Worship:| |
CASHIERS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Rev.Wes Sharpe, Pastor 828-743-5298
Sundays: School at 9:30 Worship 10:30
Wednesday night Dinner and Service 5:30
CHAPEL OF THE SKY
Sky Valley, GA « 706-746-2999
Sundays: 10 a.m.:Worship
Holy Communion Ist & 3rd Sundays
CHRIST ANGLICAN CHURCH
Rector: Jim Murphy, 252-671-401 |
464 US Hwy 64 east, Cashiers
9:30a Sunday School; 10:30a Worship Service; Mon. 6p Bible
Study & Supper in homes
CHRIST CHURCH OF THE VALLEY, CASHIERS
Pastor Brent Metcalf » 743-5470
Sun.10:45am, S.S 9:30am.Wed. 6pm supper and teaching.
Tues. Guys study 8am, Gals |0am.
CLEAR CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Jim Kinard
Sundays: School: 10 a.m.;Worship:I la.m.

I'st & 3rd Sunday night Service: 7.p.m.
Wednesdays —Supper at 6 p.m.
COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH
www.cbchighlands.com ¢ 526-4685
3645 Cashiers Rd, Highlands, NC
Sr. Pastor Gary Hewins
Sun.: 9:30am: Sunday School10:30am: Middle & High School;
10:45am: Child. Program, 1 0: 45am:Worship
Wed.: 5pm Dinner ($7 adult, $2 child), 6pm CBC U.
COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH OF SKY VALLEY
706.746.3144+ 696 Sky Valley Way #447,

Pastor Gary Hewins
Worship: Sun. 9 a.m., with Holy Communion the Ist & 3rd
Sun.; Tues: Community Supper 5:30 followed by Bible Study.
EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF THE INCARNATION
Rev.W. Bentley Manning * 526-2968
Monday-Friday: Morning Prayer at 8:15a. Sundays: 8 am
Holy Eucharist Rite I; 9 am Sunday School; 10:30 am Holy
Eucharist Rite Il. Childcare available at 10:30
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH HIGHLANDS
828-526-4153 « www.fbchighlands.org
Dr. Mark Ford, Pastore 220 Main Street, Highlands
Sun.:Worship 10:45 am; Sun.: Bible Study 9:30 am
Wed.: Men’s Bible Study 8:30 am; Choir 5p; Prayer Mtg 6:15p
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Curtis Fussell & Emily Wilmarth, pastors
526-3175 « fpchighlands.org
Sun.:Worship 8:30a Adult Ed.: 9:30a.m.;Worship || a.m.
Mondays: Men’s Prayer Group & Breakfast 8 a.m.
Wed: Choir:6p
GOLDMINE BAPTIST CHURCH
(Off Franklin/Highlands Rd)

Sunday School:10 am,Worship Service:| | am
GRACE COMMUNITY CHURCH OF CASHIERS
Non-Denominational-Contemporary Worship
242 Hwy 107N, [/4 miles from Crossroads in Cashiers
www.gracecashiers.com ¢ Pastor Steve Doerter: 743-9814
Services: Sundays |0am - Wed. - 7pm; Dinner - Wed. 6pm

HAMBURG BAPTIST CHURCH
Hwy 107N. « Glenville, NC + 743-2729 « Nathan Johnson
Sunday: School 9:45a,Worship | la & 7p, Bible Study 6p
Wed. Kidsquest 6p.; Worship 7p.
HIGHLANDS ASSEMBLY OF GOD
Randy Reed, Pastor828-421-9172 « 165 S. Sixth Street
Sundays:Worship:| |
HIGHLANDS CENTRAL BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Dan Robinson
670 N. 4th Street (next to the Highlands Civic Center)
Sun.: Morning Worship 10:45a., Evening Worship, 6p.
Wednesday: Prayer Service, 6:30 p.
HIGHLANDS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Pastor Randy Lucas 526-3376
Sun: School 9:45a.;Worship 9:09,10:50.;Youth 5:30 p.
Wed: Supper: 5:15; youth, & adults activities: 6; Handbell
rehearsal, 6:15; Choir Rehearsal 7. (nursery provided ); 7pm
Intercessory Prayer Ministry
HOLY FAMILY LUTHERAN CHURCH: ELCA
Chaplain Margaret Howell * 2152 Dillard Road * 526-9741
Sun: School and Adult discussion group 9:30 a.m.;
Worship/Communion: |0:30; Early-Bird Christmas Eve service of
Lessons and Carols, Sunday, Dec. 22, 10:30 am.
All are welcome.
HEALING SERVICE on the 5th Sunday of the month.
MACEDONIA BAPTIST CHURCH
8 miles south of Highlands on N.C.28 S in Satolah
Pastor Zane Talley
Sundays: School:10 a.m.;Worship:1 |, Choir:6 p.m.
Wed: Bible Study and Youth Mtg.:7 p.m.
MOUNTAIN SYNAGOGUE
at St. Cyprian’s Episcopal Church, Franklin « 828-524-9463
MOUNTAIN BIBLE CHURCH
743-2583 « Independent Bible Church
Sun:10:30 a.m. at Big Ridge Baptist Church,

4224 Big Ridge Road (4.5 miles from NC 107)
Weds: Bible Study 6:30 p.m.;Youth Group 6 p.m.
OUR LADY OF THE MOUNTAINS
CATHOLIC CHURCH
Rev. Fr. Jason K. Barone — 526-2418
Mass: Thurs. 12:10; Fri. 9am; Sun: | | a.m.
SCALY MOUNTAIN BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Marty Kilby
Sundays: School —10 a.m.;Worship —I | am. & 7
Wednesdays: Prayer Mtg.:7 p.m.

SCALY MOUNTAIN CHURCH OF GOD
290 Buck Knob Road; Pastor Donald G. Bates ¢ 526-3212
Sun.: School:10 a.m.;Worship:10:45 a.m.;Worship: 6 p.m.
SHORTOFF BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Rev.Andy Cloer
Sundays: School: 10 a.m.;Worship:I | a.m.
Wednesdays: Prayer & Bible Study:6 p.m.
ST.JUDE’S CATHOLIC CHURCH
Mass: Thurs. 9am, Fri., | lam; Sun. 9am
THE CHURCH OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD
1448 Highway 107 S., Office: 743-2359 « Rev. Rob Wood
June-Sept: Sunday Services: Rite |, 8a, Rite I, 9:15 & | la
Nursery available for Rite Il services
Sept 6-Oct 25-Informal Evening Eucharist-5:30 p.m.
Thursday: Noon Healing Service with Eucharist.
UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST FELLOWSHIP
85 Sierra Drive, Franklin * uufranklin.org
Sunday Worship - | | am.
WHITESIDE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Rev. Sam Forrester/Cashiers
Sunday School:10 am,Worship Service:| | am
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REPORTS ®

Highlands Police entries from
Dec. 31. Only the names of per-
sons arrested, issued a Class-3 mis-
demeanor or public officials have
been used.

about a weapon law violation when some-
one who had consumed alcohol was car-
rying a concealed handgun.

Feb.5

* At 3 p.m,, officers were called about

Dec.31
* At 7:09 p.m,, officers were called

.SPIRITUALLY continued from page 18

ourselves completely vulnerable to whatever might come at us.

It is, in short, a journey into the great unknown, a mystery.

In our gospel for today, Jesus takes his three most trusted disciples Peter, James and
John, and walks up to a mountain top, probably Mt Tabor in southern Galilee, a hill that
rises only a few hundred feet above the surrounding plain. The high mountain symbolizes
the border zone between earth and heaven, between material and the spiritual.

In both our OT and NT texts, humans must be given divine help to interpret the
scene. Moses receives instructions from God, and in Matthew’s gospel, peter, having put
his foot in his mouth yet again, is silenced by an utterance from a bright cloud, “This is my
beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased; listen to him!”

It is a mystery about what Elijah and Moses said to Jesus, but it is important to un-
derstand that he listened to them. Some theologians speculate that they, humans who were
taken into heaven before they died, were giving words of encouragement to Jesus, who
was facing suffering and a lingering death on the cross. --Walter Wangerin writes: “At his
baptism, Jesus is the romantic hero. On the Mount of Transfiguration, he is a mythic hero.
From the Temptations down and down to death, he is a tragic hero.”

God’s words from the cloud seem to reinforce that idea. This moment of glory identi-
fies Jesus as the Messiah, which is why he probably swore his disciples to silence until after
the resurrection. The events of his passion must play out as God intends, without interfer-
ence by man. The three men he trusted most witness his heavenly glory on and would also
be with him at Gethsemane, the prelude to his earthly agony.

What does this mean for them and us? It’s easy. We are to Listen to Him!

I don’t know about y’all, but I'm not naturally a good listener. I have to work very hard
at it and often, fail miserably. As I said last week, I’ve always marched to a different accor-
dion. When I was young, I had my future all mapped out and nobody was going to steer me
off the path I had plotted for myself. It took years of unfulfilled dreams, disappointment
and suffering before I listened — really listened — to God. I was extra stubborn, ‘cause God
had to really wallop me with the heavenly 2 x 4 before I paid attention. I had to lay all my
plans aside and follow were God led.

It was not easy. My husband, Jon, stuck by me, but everything else in my life changed.

It was like walking into a cloud. I had no idea what was in front of me.

Many of us have had a mountain top experience or two. But eventually, Like Peter,
James and John, we have to come down off the mountain, and their case, follow Jesus to
a scene that will be frightening beyond their imagination. Does this momentary vision of
glory help them through this journey in the valley? How can our brief visions of God’s love
in worship strengthen us in the trials we have not yet foreseen?

For me, it means I am not alone. God is with me, always, and my family of faith is
with me, always.

Our places of worship are not only places to worship God, but are places in which we
come together to be nourished with the Word and Meal. It is here that God meets us. This
is our little mountain top! For those of us who dtive up to the Highlands plateau, you are
climbing up to the mountain top just as Moses, Jesus, Peter, James and John did! Maybe
that’s why despite the difficulty of driving up a precarious mountain roads, you keep doing
it----because you KINOW that this is where we gather as a family to experience the mystery
that is relationship with Christ. It's SPECIALLI It is coming together of the earthly and
the divine. It is a step into the unknown, relying on God when the future hangs in clouds,
unseen.

“O God, you have called your servants to ventures of which we cannot see the ending, by paths as yet
untrodden, throngh perils unknown. Give us faith to go out with good courage, not knowing where we go,
but only that your hand is leading ns and your love supporting us; through Jesus Christ, onr Lord, Amen.”

identity theft when someone used anoth-
er’s identity to purchase phones on their

account.

Feb. 6

*At 10 a.m, officers responded to a
I-vehicle accident on NC 28 and Brushy
Face Road.

Feb.8

* At 3:24 p.m,, officers responded to a
2-vehicle accident on Cullasaja Drive.

Feb. 10

* At 4 p.m,, officers were called to a
residence on Split Rail Row about a miss-
ing watch Feb. I3

* At 1 1:08 p.m,, officers responded to
a 2-vehicle accident on NC28.

Feb. 12

* At 10:34 p.m,, officers were called

about someone communicating threats
to a patron at the Ugly Dog Pub.

Feb. 14

* At 9:05 p.m.,officers responded to
a 2-vehicle accident at the bridge at Mill
Creek.

Feb. 21

* At 11:16 a.m,, officers responded
to a 2-vehicle accident on West Church
and South 4th streets.

The Highlands Fire & Rescue
log from Feb. 16

Feb. 16

* At 1:20 p.m,, the dept. was first-
responders to Clubhouse Trail.

e See POLICE & FIRE page 22

COREY JAMES GALLERY
& Estate Consignments
Open Everyday!

(828) 526-4818
On the corner of 3rd & Spring

@
(abin (outure
~ Home Decor
~ Gifts
~ Jewelry

468 Carolina Way
Highlands
(Between N. 4th & N. 5th)

828-526-3909

Shear Elevations

225 Spring Street * Highlands
828-526-9477

Owner/Stylist: Lisa L. Shearon
Stylist: Kristi Stockton
Stylist/Nail Tech: Kassie Vinson

Hair ¢ Nails ® Waxing ¢ Tanning ¢ Facials
Massages * Eyelash Extensions
Walk-ins Welcome!

Owner/Stylist: Lacy Jane Villardo
Stylists: Heahter Escandon
Maggie Barden, Bri Field, Desiray Schmitt
and Cali Smolarsky
Nail Tech: Jenna Schmitt
Massage Therapist: Brenda Lopez

Upstairs and Across the Walkway at
“Falls on Main” Highlands
Open at 9a Tues.-Sat. * 828-526-3939
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EBiII Barber

BROPHY & ASSOCIATES

CONSULTING, LI C Homes Rachel|BYKelley; PMHNP-BG"
Robbin B i : : ARNPLIBoard(Cerntified
() mn I'Op y billbarber22@gmail.com Mental Healtk
: lled P billbarberhomes.com anagement
" | Enrolled Agent : Management
(828) 558-4300 (828) Positive Wellness:

226-9696

We have a special knack for | #
keeping your taxes on track ==

JUST TALK TO ME
* Tax return preparation for small | am 74. 1 am Pain-Free. STEVE CONNOR
businesses and individuals Are You? CBD ¢ HEALS DRAFTING, INC.

* QuickBooks training and
bookkeeping services
* IRS/State representation

CAD Architectural Drafting + Design

VIVA WELLNESS

Renovations
367 Dellwood Rd., Bldg. E, Ste. 3 Dr. Kit Barker, Ph.D. Steve Connor S
Waynesville, NC 28786 -349-
(828) 558-4300 office + (833) 234-4881 fax 26-156 e sy —ath ramade

SCDraftingl@gmail.com Electrical layout

brophytax.com Whole house plans

robbin@brophytax.com L0 mins b3

FAR INFRARED
AUNAQ@(APSULE

404963

HIHL NDE Whies de Cove .‘

HYDROMASSAGE Cottases
ROOFING SERVICES 4 A-2C A ™ 84 .
New & Re-Roofing Applications Including: WHOLE BODY _ . . ]
. . g i A" S5newl bin
S I\ VIBRATION 2 N
ce - - . ol =
Showroom Location Cell (828) 526-6421 5 Cottage Row » U.S. 64 East H i _ ; of Whiteside
1511 Highlands Rd luke@highlandernc.com - Mountain.
Franklin, NC 28734 www.highlandernc.com — 800- 805-3558 828-526-2222

Mendoza Tree Expert

Quality Tree Care & Removal *16+ years

Loma Linda
o?e

% Farm %*

Dog Boarding * Day Care
Pastoral Park
in Home and Leash Free
Lodging in the lap of luxury
(828) 421-7922
Highlands NC

« Interior & Exterior Painting | ['°malirdafarm@gmail.com g e
e Pressure Washing
« House Maintenance
e Drywall Repair
o Deck Repair

Quality Work e Fully Insured

828-200- 9217 |

- Fully Insured

Wendolyn Forbes
Financial Advisor

828.258.4477
Merrill Lynch Wealth Management

One North Pack Square, 2nd Floor
Asheville, NC 28801

wendolyn.forbes@ml.com

Residential & Commercial Lupe Gonzales MERRILL b
. - - - A BANK OF AMERICA COMPANY
SaIeS I SerVICe I Repal rS avplntu ra@gmall'com Merrill Lynch, Pierce, Fenner & Smith Incorporated (also referred to as “MLPF&S” or “Merrill")
ke ilable certain investment product: d, d, distributed ided b
828-332-1539 or 678-873-2927 | [mt e nemaprics somoc rsed ot zponiedss
. broker-dealer, Member SIPC and a wholly owned subsidiary of BofA Corp.
@

(© 2020 Bank of America Corporation. All rights reserved. ARQ54MR7 | AD-01-20-2353A| 470944PM-05191 01/2020




Ryan M. Bears

Broker

Cell: 803-271-5426
Office: 828-526-8784
Ryan@patallenrealtygroup.com

Zut Al

REALTY GROUP
Pat Allen, Broker in Charge

MORALES
PAINTING

RICARDO MORALES
MORALESPAINTINGANDSERVICES@GMAIL.COM
706.982.9768
828-226.5347

INTERIOR/EXTERIOR PAINTING « LAWN MAINTENANCE
HOUSE MAINTENANCE * QUALITY WORK
FULLY INSURED

* Grading
e Excavating
* Driveways
e Build sites
e Hauling
e Septic Systems

Edwin Wilson
Cell (828) 421-3643
Office/fax (828) 526-4758
wilsongrading@yahoo.com

CHESTNUT STORAGE

Storage Units Available

Secure 24 Hour Access
Easy In - Easy Out
Great Rates - Great Terms
Call today to find out why we’re
“Highland’s Premier Facility”

828-482-1045

. - 1
Look for our sign!
10890 Buck Creek Rd. - 1/2 mile off Cashiers Rd near the hospital
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American
Upholstery
WE HAVE MOVED TO

105 Ashley Drive « Walhalla, SC 29691
(Same Owners: Morris & Rachel Bible)

Same Phone Numbers:
(864) 638-9661 cell: (864) 710-9106

* Residential or
Commercial

* Over 40 Years
Experience

* Fast and Dependable
* FREE Estimates
* FREE Pick-up and
Delivery

Sample Books Available

Highlands Automotive

NC
Inspection
Station

Service

828-787-2360

2851 Cashiers Road « highlandsautomotive.com

Service Directory Ads
$17 BW ¢« $22 Color

Classified Ads

$6 for 10 words * 20 cents each
additional word
$2 for Color Highlight
$5 for Graphic/Photo

Email:
highlandseditor@aol.com or
call 828-200-1371

OLD ¥
EDWARDS
INN“fu

AVAILABLE POSITIONS

IMMEDIATE FULL-TIME ON-SITE
GRAPHIC DESIGN AND LAYOUT PROFES-
SIONAL NEEDED TO JOIN MARKETING
DEPARTMENT OF OLD EDWARDS HOSPI-
TALITY GROUP IN HIGHLANDS, NORTH
CAROLINA. At least two years of print layout and
design required. Keen eye for design, detail-oriented
and proficiency in formatting for scannable content
a must. Experience in CRM, email marketing, website
updating and/or social media is a plus. Must have high
integrity, sense of humor, consistently positive nature,
interpersonal skills and work well as part of a close
team. Full benefits. Possible subsidized housing. Posi-
tion is 100% onsite in Highlands, NC, no exceptions.

FULL-TIME TEMPORARY MARKETING
POSITION. OEl is seeking a marketing professional
and graphic designer experienced in page layout and ad
creation for both print and digital to fill a six-month
position between approximately March | and Septem-
ber 31,2020.At least two years of professional layout
and design required. This position designs billboards,
newspaper and magazine ads, digital ads and more for
a high-end luxury brand. Some experience in website
updating—or ability to learn—required (content man-
agement, not coding). Must have high integrity, sense
of humor, consistently positive nature, interpersonal
skills and work well as part of a close team. Position is
100% onsite in Highlands,NC, no exceptions.There is a
possibility that this position could become permanent.
Please provide cover letter, resume and samples. Refer-
ences will be required.

ALSO:

OLD EDWARDS HOSPITALITY has the
following positions open:

RESTAURANT FOURG65:

Part-time servers, full-time Hostess, AM/PM
Sous Chef, Cook and Uctility/Dishwasher needed.

HALF MILE FARM:

Full-time

Assistant Inn Manager, Jr. Sous Chef, Server

OLD EDWARDS:

Banquet Bar Supervisor, Maintenance Engineer,
Front Desk, Bellmen, Banquet Captain, Front Desk
Supervisors, Spa attendants & concierge, Housekeep-
ers, Laundry, Experienced servers & server assistants,
Reservationist, Sales Manager (2 years experience),
Graphic Artists (Full-time and Full-time Temporary,
Dishwashers (Full-time year round, and seasonal)

Send resume to: pturnbull@oldedwardsinn.com
(pdf format please)
or apply online at oldedwardsinn.com/careers
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FOR SALE
E-ZUP 10XI10VENDOR

TENT with sidewalls & weights.

Excellent condition. $170. 828-
526-1031 (st, 1/30)

FIREWOOD FOR SALE.

Call or text Matt at 706-239-
0880. (st. 9/26)

WANTED

COMIC BOOKS — Buy /
Sell. Call Bob @ 302-530-1109
(3/26)

TO RENT: MATURE
PROFESSIONAL WITH
INDOOR CAT SEEKS REA-
SONABLE 2BR HOME TO
RENT. Solid references. Call or
text 828-200-1611 (st. 1/30)

WANTED TO BUY: US
& Foreign COINS, free apprais-
als, call Dan at 828-421-1616.
(3/26)

HARLEY DAVIDSON
MOTORCYCLE MEMORA-
BILIA. Call Sandra La Jeunesse
at 828-371-2214.

HELP WANTED

POSITIONS AVAIL-
ABLEAT CHESTNUTHILL
ASSISTED LIVING - COUR-
TESY OFFICER 6 pm to Mid-
night, 5 nights a week; Part-Time
Housekeeper; Chef/Cook. Call
828-526-8400. (st. 2/13)

FIRST BAPTIST
CHURCH HIGHLANDS
needs nursery help on Wednes-
day nights; -2 hours; $15 per
hour; background check and
interview required; must be at
least 16 years old. (st. 2/13)

YEAR-ROUND FULL
TIME OR PARTTIME RETAIL
POSITION IS AVAILABLE
AT T.).BAILEY’S STORE
IN CASHIERS AND HIGH-
LANDS. Call 8285262262 or
email resume to store@tjbaileys.
com (2/27)

NOW HIRING PART
AND FULL TIME ASSOCI-

ATES FOR RETAIL STORE.

Must be willing to work week-
ends and holidays. Call Shannon
526-8864 or email shannon@
dutchmansdesigns.com (st. 1/23)
RANDEVU now hiring
full- & part-time waitstaff. Call
828-743-0190. (st. 2/27)
EMPLOYMENT OP-
PORTUNITIES AVAILABLE
AT HIGHLANDS SMOKE-

HOUSE. Hiring all positions.

Commitment to excellence in

food quality and guest service.

We are proud of the products
and service we provide, we cre-

ate experiences not just sell food.

Offering defined, sane schedules
and healthy work environment
allowing for a balanced life. Very
cooperative pay. Food service
experience preferred. Tobacco
free workplace. Contact us at
Smokehouserecruiting@gmail.
com (st.5/2)

SALES ASSOCIATE
HIGH END RETAIL CLOTH-
ING STORE IN HIGHLANDS
AND CASHIERS, NC. Full
time, part time and seasonal. In-
quire to 828-200-0928. (st. 3/38)

SERVICES

WOOD PALLET PICK-
UP AND REMOVAL SER-
VICE. Commercial/residential.
We will pick up and haul away your
pallets weekly or as requested.
We will clean up behind your
store or restaurant. Raking, clean
up, bag and remove garbage on
the ground. Let’s spruce up our
alleyways and respect our beauti-
ful town. Call 828-200-3217 now.
(2/6)

GUTTER CLEANING
METAL ROOF & FABRI-
CATON roof repairs, chimney
flashing, debris removal, pressure
washing. Call 371-1103. (st. 6/27)

HIGHLANDS-CA-
SHIERS HANDYMAN: Re-
pairs, remodeling, painting, pres-
sure washing, minor plumbing and
electric, decks and additions. Free
Estimates. Insured. Call 828-200-
4071.(12/31)

HIGH COUNTRY PHO-
TO/KEVIN VINSON: scanning
photos, slides & negatives to CD
or DVD for easier viewing.Video
transfer to DVD. Everything done
in house. Leave message at 828-
526-5208. (st. 4/25)

REAL ESTATE FOR

with mountain views and streams
at over 4,100’ in elevation. Bor-
ders USFS. Offered for $599,000
and MLS #88028. Call Cathy
Garren at Highlands Sotheby’s
International Realty at 828-226-
5870. (1/2/2020)

ATTENTION BUSI-
NESSOWNERS: Looking for
employee housing? We've got
several options! Close to town
and affordable! Call Christal at
White Oak Realty Group. 828-
200-9699. (st. 9/19)

SIX ACRES ON BUCK
CREEK ROAD behind High-
lands-Cashiers Hospital. Sign on
property.843-460-8015. (st.5/30)

2/2 CLAYTON HOME
IN LOWER CLEAR
CREEK. |[+acre,Private.
View.118,000.706.782.9728 (st.
9/5)

1.21 ACRES FOR SALE
BY OWNER - OTTO, NC
- $28,000. Lot 12 Quail Haven
Road. Otto, NC. Price not firm ...
open for negotiation. Please email
if interested to ddmarsh|5@aol.
com or call/text to 239-980-0531.
Please leave a message. (st. 7/20)

COMMERCIAL SPACE
RENTALS

SALE

38.92 ACRES IN GATED
COMMUNITY IN HIGH-
LANDS. Small private develop-
ment with paved streets, com-
munity water; community lake and
pavilion, underground power and
street lights. Gentle building sites

COMMERCIAL SPACE
at 640 Carolina Way, Highlands.
+/- 1340 sq.ft. $1,650/mo. 404-
210-7979. (st. 12/12)

RESIDENTIAL RENT-
ALS

SPACIOUS POST AND
BEAM HOME WITH 4-bed-

room, 3-1/2 bath home. Soaring
30’ ceiling in open floor-plan of
the kitchen/living/dining room.All
other rooms offer 10’ ceilings.
Spacious master suite. Mountain
views with creeks and large deck.
Less than |5-minutes from Main
Street. This is a non-smoking
property. Call 828.421.1823 to
view the property.Yearly lease@
$3200 per month. (st. 1/30)

HOUSE FOR LEASE
IN MIRROR LAKE AREA. 2
BR/2 BA furnished. Full laundry,
screened porch. No smoking,
sorry no pets.. Long-term lease
available$ 1,900 per month. 404-
630-8398. (2/6)

FOR RENT IN SHELBY
PLACE, 2 bed/2 bath. Close to
town. Newly renovated, Fireplace
with gas logs. 6 or 12 month
lease. Call 828-226-9696. (st.
Dec 12)_

4BD 3.5 BA, | CAR GA-
RAGE WI/STORAGE, large
yard with backyard fenced, dogs
negotiable. On the Atlanta side
of Highlands, 5 minutes from
the Post Office. $2500 month.
Offered unfurnished, one year
minimum lease, references, credit
check and deposit required. Call
House in Order 828-484-1571.
(st. 1/14)

LUXURY APARTMENT
INTOWN.Walk to Main Street.
IBR IBA. $3,500 per month. 3
month minimum. Sorry, no pets,
no smoking.Adults only.828-421 -
1709. (st. 5/10)

..POLICE & FIRE from page 19

* At 1:03 p.m,, the dept.

was called to a location on the
Franklin Road about a rescue
and medical call.

* At 3:27 p.m., the dept.was
called to a location on Hickory
Knut Gap Road to help with a
search.

Feb. 17

* At 3:06 p.m., the dept.

provided public assistance at a
location on Dixon Drive.
Feb.20

* At 7:22 p.m, the dept.

was first-responders to a loca-

tion on Shortoff Road.

Feb. 23

* A little past midnight, the
dept. responded to a motor ve-
hicle accident on N. 4th Street
and Foreman Road.

* At 5:43 p.m,, the dept. re-
sponded to a call of a chimney
fire at a residence on Harris
Drive.

Feb. 24

* At 10:58 a.m., the dept. was
first-responders to a location on
Clubhouse Trial.

...-HHCA continued from page 14

privileges in the 2019 third quarter
meeting;

We suggest you use the 12
months before and the 12 months
after the transaction, but if the
available data does not fit neatly
into those time frames, we will ac-
cept different comparable periods.

We understand that some of
this information may represent
confidential health care informa-
tion; we ask you to mark informa-
tion as confidential only as abso-
lutely necessary. We ask that you
respond to this portion of our
letter by March 11, 2020.

Billing issues

Finally, some billing issues
have been raised with our office.
Patients raised concerns about an
“outpatient” fee that HCA may
be charging to patients of Mission
affiliated primary care providers,
even if the patients never set foot
in Mission hospitals.

We ask that Mission provide
our office with all disclosures that
it made to customers about this
outpatient fee. Please respond to
this portion of our letter by March
11, 2020.

We appreciate your atten-

tion to the concerns we raise in
this letter, and we look forward
to your responses. We all agree
about the overwhelming impor-
tance of Mission Health to the
people of Western North Caro-
lina. It is in everyone’s interest to
resolve the issues raised in this
letter in an efficient and transpat-
ent way. Please do not hesitate to
contact us with any questions.
Copied in on the letter were:

Ron Winters and Tom Urban,
Independent Monitor; Antony Chi-
ang, Dogwood Health Trust; Bob
Saunders, Brooks Pierce, Counsel for
HCA; Geary Knapp, Department of
Health & Human Services
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SILVER EAGLE

Native American Jewelry
Crystal & Gem Gallery

Main Street Jun & Bistre
828-526-2590 « mainstreet-inn.com

Highlands
Sotheby’s

MATIOMNAL REALTY

Country Club Properties
“Your local hometown ¥
Real Estate professionals.”
3 Offices 828-526-2520
www.CCPHighlandsNC.com

Suzanne McDavid
Broker

A

- % :
349 Main Street, Highlands, NC
828.526.5190 silvereaglegallery.com

“Highlands is calling

and I must go.”

- \HEES KE Ay -
'L.Jﬂﬁhf} Fo REA; Yy
& Vacation Hentals

401 N 5th St., Highlands

828-526-3717

www.highlandsiscalling.com

&S
BERESHIRE HATHAWAY
HiomeServioss
Meadows Mountain Realty

Mitzi Rauers, Broker
404-218-9123

CHESTNUT ST

f Martin-Lipscomb
Performing Arts Center

| mitzi@meadowsmtnrealty.com
meadowsmountainrealty.com

EPRGPERTIES

619 Highway 107 5, Cashiers, NG

Reebes

Hardware

2011 Ceavriahied Man|

Highlands | Sotheby’s

114 N. 4th Street * Highlands, NC

“Local Experz‘z'se. Global Connections.”

office: 828.526.8300 * cell: 828.337.0706
sheryl.wilson@sothebysrealty.com * highlandssir.com

[ = = — J
Nightly at 5 p.m. » 828-526-5777

Sheryl Wilson

Top 12%
of
Brokers
in 2019

Sotheby’s
is the top
firmin
Highlands
since 2013

Andrea Gabbard

€ 828.200.6742
0 828.526.8300

AndreaGabbard@gmail.com

Highlands
Sotheby’s

INTERNATIONAL REALTY

PAM NELLIS
BROKER

CELL: B28-FA7-18%%
FAMELA NELLISEYAHOO COM

56 LANDMARK

HIGHLANDS OFFICE
333 MAIN STREGRT « 6382304004




BROKERS: Pat Allen
Kurt Barbee 404-906-5113 Broker-in-charge
828-545-7272 Julie Osborn Cell: 828-200-9179
Ryan Bears 828-200-6165

pat@patallenrealtygroup.com
Office: 828-526-8784
295 Dillard Road
Highlands, NC 28741
404-229-8737

Z_) REAL ESTATE
COMPANIES
Rick Harrison Lea ZTHE WoRLD:

803-271-5426
Darlene Conley
404-427-2448
Christy Harris

Cy Timmons
828-200-9762
Steve Sheppard
404-219-1349
Sheila Welch
828-342-0695

Top Producers for 15 Years

Hichlands | Sotheby’s

Zut Allen

REALTY GROUP

Not the Biggest ... Just the Best!

www.patallenrealtygroup.com

PAMNELLIS

BROKER

CELL: 828-787-1895
PAMELA.NELLIS@YAHOO.COM

) LANDMARK

- HIGHLANDS OFFICE
I35 MAIN 'ETH.EEI HIB A2 A56Y

Thank you for an incredible
season! Closed for winter
through Wed Apr|I 8

=5 DAVID

' BOCK

BUILDERS

www.BockBuiIders.com 828-526-2240

Jody Lovell » 828.226.6303

¢ #1 Broker Highlands/
Cashiers MLS 2001-2019
e #1 Broker North Carolina
2016/2017
¢ Top 2 Broker North Carolina
2018 per Real Trends

r".-".,.

WILD THYME GOURMET

Open Year-Round « 6 days a week
343-D Main Street. « 526-4035

WOLFGANG%_

Closed Wednesday
I “ T Lunch Open Wed.-Sat.
1la-4p Bistro Opens at 4p

Dinner

Dining Room Opens at 5:30p
5:30p

Closed 474 Main Sireet
¥ Vsunday night 828.526.3807 | wolfgangs.net

www.wildthymegourmet.com

WHITE GAK

REALTY GROUP

125 South 4th Street, Highlands ¢ (828) 526-8118 « www.WhiteOakRG.com

@...on the Verandah

Restaurant
on Lake Sequoyah
828-526-2338

P

www.ontheverandah.com

Reopening

mid March

Invest In An Extraordinary Experience

Susie deVille, Broker Associate
828-371-2079

Bee Gleeson, Broker Assocmte
404-307-1415

Pat Gleeson, Owner, BIC
828-782-0472

McCULLEY’S
M CASHMERE

Scotland’s Best Knitwear

Open 7 days a week

526-4407
242 S. 4th St. & Pop up

on Main Street ©




