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PRIMARY 2020 Q & A PART 3

Republicans up for NC Senate 50 seat

By Brittney Lofthouse

Early Voting for the primary
begins across North Carolina on
February 13, giving voters an-

Highlands
School
rides out
snowfall

By Brian O’Shea,
Plateau Daily Nws

When snow began to fall
Friday morning, staff at High-
lands School began monitoring
the weather and had their buses
ready if the call to cancel was
made — however school wasn’t
cancelled, and students weren’t
released early.

Highlands Assistant Princi-
pal Sarah Holbrooks said there
were several factors involved
in the decision to ride out the
storm at school; including com-
munication with law enforcement
through Student Resource Offi-
cer Tim Broughton about road-
way incidents and conditions,
rising temperatures expected later
in the afternoon, and how quickly
the snow was falling before the

eSee SNOW page 6
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other week to read up on all the
candidates running for various
offices in the Tarheel State. When
Senator Jim Davis announced he

would not be seeking re-election
for the North Carolina Senate
District 50 seat, two WNC Re-

o See PRIMARY 2020 page 8

From left: Fire Chief Ryan Gearhart, Firefighter of the Year Davis Picklesimer
and Asst. Fire Chief Robbie Forrester at the annual awards banquet at OEl’s
The Spring House, Friday, Jan. 31. See more photos on page 10.

HF &R recognizes its own

Every year the Highlands Fire
& Rescue Department enjoys a lit-
tle down time to recognize its own
for the year-long work it does and
to announce the Firefighter of the
Year.

The Firefighter of the Year
is picked by the members of the
department and represents the
hard work and commitment they

Highlands

Sotheby’s

INTERMATIONAL REALTY

114 N. 4th Street * Highlands
NC « 828-526-4104

all give to the job.

This year, Davis Picklesimer
was named “Firefighter of the
Year.”

“I want to thank everyone
for the opportunity to serve,”
he said. “As a teenager, I saw my
father save somebody’s life at a
fair in Franklin and that impacted

o See HF&R page 15

‘Total Renovation Inside & Out

in Highlands Falls CC

205 Balsam Lane, Highlands
4 bed, 3 1/2 baths, 1.32 acres.
$725,000
For details contact
Joe Deckman ° (347) 749-6468
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Mission’s independent
monitor lays out its plan

Representatives from Gib-
bons Advisors — the Independent
Monitor of the HCA/Mission
Health System — got an earful last
week at public meetings in Ca-
shiers, Highlands and Franklin.

Citizens irate about decreas-
ing or lack of services at area
clinics and on hospital campuses
had a lot to say and questions to
ask Gibbons Advisors’ represen-
tatives Tom Urban and Ron Win-
ters.

Though they were more
than willing to listen, the two
made it clear from the start that
they weren’t there to solve prob-
lems, but would listen, take note
and pass the questions and com-
plaints onto Hospital Corpora-
tion of America (HCA). How-
ever, HCA is encouraging people
to go directly to their hospital —
in Highlands and Cashiers cases
that’s CEO/CNO Tom Neal.

In addition, Winters encout-
aged people to go to their web-
site at IndependentMonitorMHS.

www.highlandssothebysrealty.com ¢ 828-526-4104

com to log complaints or sug-
gestions — even anonymously.

“We won’t be cycling back
to you with answers, but we will
get the information to HCA,”
said Winters.

As per the Asset Purchase
Agreement (APA) an indepen-
dent monitor was to be in the
mix to make sure certain under-
takings, commitments and obli-
gations HCA made when they
obtained Mission Health System
are fulfilled.

Participants at the forums
had similar complaints — the lack
of primary care physicians in
Highlands and Cashiers — there
is only one in each location; the
one in Cashiers starts in May; the
lack of consistent services; the
lack of providers; billing; and
communication problems.

“We won’t be able to answer
a lot of your questions. We are
not operating the health system,”
said Winters. “We are operating

o See MONITOR page 11

M°CULLEY’S

The largest selection of
Scottish cashmere in
the U.S.A.

In Highlands
242 S. 4th St.* 526-4407
and
In Cashiers
24B Canoe Point * 743-5515




Page 2 - Highlands Newspaper - Thurs., Feb. 6,2020 - 828-200-1371

e THE PLATEAU’Ss POSITION °
e MAYOR ON DuUTYe

The future of the hospital may take a coalition of partnerships

ast Wednesday Gibbins
I Advisors, the monitor for
the HCA/Mission trans-
action, held a public meeting at
our recreation department. This
inaugural meeting was one of
several held in the region. The
monitors outlined what their
role would be in regard to Hos-
pital Corporation of American
(HCA) meeting the NC Attor-
ney General’s stipulations that
were included in his approval of
the sale of Mission Healthcare
to HCA. The Highlands Cashiers Hospital,
along with several other small hospitals, is a
part of this process.

1 was surprised that only 30 residents
attended the meeting. I suspect there may
be a jaded, skeptical view in the commu-
nity that the new corporate owners of the
hospital will do whatever they want to do.
Frankly, when Mission took over the opera-
tion of the hospital six years ago, residents
were told how services would significantly
improve. Some folks contend just the op-
posite happened. I suspect there still re-
mains widespread skepticism about what
will happen to services under the HCA
leadership.
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When the floor was opened
to the public, I spoke first. I indi-
cated that I have measured opti-
mism that there can be improve-
ments at the hospital, especially
if HCA and other community
organizations can establish mu-
tually beneficial partnerships.
Let me review several ways these
partnerships might work.

Pisgah Legal Aid Services
is working to establish a pres-
ence in the Cashiers and High-
lands area. They specialize in
assisting low-income people in qualifying
for Medicaid and/or the Affordable Care
Act. If a person shows up at an emergency
room without insurance, hospitals have to
treat the patient and possibly write off the
debt. HCA made a commitment in the At-
torney General’s stipulations to provide a
basic level of care for everyone. If Pisgah
can help more people in the area qualify for
this support, HCA will ultimately benefit.
More patients with insurance to pay for set-
vices will benefit the entire community. The
Highlands Cashiers Health Foundation may
have an important role to play in this Pis-
gah initiative, especially since access to legal
services impacts the long-term health and
wellness outcomes.

I am also optimistic that a concerted
community effort may be able to address
the lack of primary physicians in the area.
The health foundations, Highlands Cashiers
Health Foundation and the Dogwood
Health Foundation could play key roles
in addressing this issue. HCA will need to
be an active partner also. Under the sales
agreement HCA committed to investing 7.5
million dollars, or $750,000 a year, in com-
munity benefit programs over the next 10
years.

At other meetings in Cashiers and
Franklin, the health monitors heard more
impassioned concerns from residents than
what they heard here in Highlands. But, I
have heard similar concerns here, too. Lack
of consistent services, no doctors that re-
main in the community, and problems in
the billing, are just a few examples.

The good news is that the monitors
have established a portal on the internet to
receive concerns about services and opera-
tions at the HCA facilities. Email any con-
cerns to: IndependentMonitor@gibbinsad-
visors.com. Your information will be kept

anonymous. Patients can report good ser-
vice and outcomes also.

The Wednesday meeting was a good
first start. My involvement will continue. I
am also in communication with the Western
North Carolina Health Equity Coalition.
HEC was formed during the sale of Mis-
sion to HCA. It is a coalition of nonprofit
groups that are committed to representing

everyone, especially the underserved citi-
zens of Western Carolina. It is concerned
about access, services and operations at
HCA facilities throughout Western Caroli-
na. They are committed to insuring quality
services throughout the region. HEC will
seek to establish constructive engagement
with the monitors. For more information

Google WNC Health Equity Coalition.
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HCA--

Healthcare’

DELIVERING ON THE PROMISE.

Investments year one:
B Total capital investment: $139.9M
B Total community benefit grants: $1.7M

Additional property taxes paid: $7.5M

[ |
B |nvestments in the most advanced robotic surgery: $7.7M
[ |

New physicians recruited to Mission Health: 100 new providers,
including specialists in cardiology, surgery, gynecology and
primary care

Minimum wage increased to $12.50/hr

Infrastructure investments: opened new Mission Hospital North
Tower, laying groundwork for new Behavioral Health Hospital,
land purchased for new Angel Medical Center in Franklin

New, larger helicopter added to the MAMA fleet
On track to become the only Level 1 Trauma center in the region
Approximately $500,000 in employee student loan relief

Approximately $150,000 in emergency grants for staff in crisis

%ﬂ MISSION HEALTH
MISSION:YOU
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WINTER HOURS Y =4
Thurs., Fri., Sat.: | I-8 ’ Sun., -7 Just off Main Street in a historic

1924 Joe Webb log cabin

828 526-5777 One of our Fabulous Chef Specials -
WWW.LOgCG binH ig hlands.com Side salad with Italian Wf:ddlng Soup
130 LOG CABIN LANE | 568 0ur wehsite for over
T I | ¢ breakfast and lunch items!
e  WWW.RANDEVUNC, COM
595 Franklin Road, Highlands, NC 3 courses 1or $ 3 0
828.526.3554 o
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Follow Us on Facebook & Instagram ) £ 18 CHESTNUT SQUM{E | CASHIERS | 828-743-0190

Peace from the Pit ®

828-526-4035

Mountain Fresh Grocery LR DTN Gounner

Is excited to announce our 2020 fundraiser for RESTAURANT

Serving Lunch and Dinner Year-Round.

‘jg H]_ghlands SChOOl Gourmet Foods, Full Service Bar

Town Square at 343-D Main St. * Highlands

Home of the Highlanders —
4%¢| CLOSED Wednesday
During the first quarter of 2020, a portion of qualifying purchases d{ Serving Lunch
- - a3 e - I 1lato4p
will benefit the junior class prom and their future graduation expenses! Serving Dinner
= from 5:30p

Building community through good food!
- 828.526.2400

"% | CLOSED Sunday Night
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with Kedra McCall

Rounding out the season

D ] iddle school basketball finished out their season
playing Tallulah Falls in the second round of
their conference tournament. Both the gitls and
boys lost a hard fought game to finish out their season.
High school played Hayesville and Nantahala. Varsity
girls won both games. Their win over Nantahala sealed
first place for regular season conference.

Varsity boys could not quite pull out wins over either
team.

JV boys did not win over Hayesville and did not play

Nantahala due to them not having a team.

§28-526-2762
s Valentine’s Special!!
February 14-15
2-6 ez. Filets
2-4oz. Lebistes Tails
2 Fuice Baked Fotatoes
Satad fox 2
2 Retls
2 slices of Chocelate Dueam Cake

Purveyars sl Flue Spires, herbs, Blends Salts, T
_—
828-482-1609 * 330 Main Street, Highlands

Warm up to Good Times!

Book a private cooking class with Rachel
at the Spice & Tea Exchange shop.
Get a group together and come ready
for fun, good food and laughs!

JV gitls did not play ei-
ther team due to Nantahala not
having a team and Hayesville
gitls becoming sick. Their next
home game will be on Friday,
February 7th against Cherokee.

JV girls will start at 4pm
followed by JV boys, then var-
sity gitls and finally varsity boys.

Cheerleaders continue to
cheer at every home and away games.

They finished 3rd in their last competition in Raleigh,
NC. They will compete again on Saturday, February 8th in
Greenville, SC with times to be determined.

Come support your Highlanders!

™ B

WOLFGANG'S

RESTAURANT & WINE BISTRO

Bistro Opens at 4pm
Dining Room at §:30pm

Opening for 2020 on Feb. I3

aking Valentine’s Day reservations!

474 Main Street | 828.526.3807 | wolfgangs.net

* ANNIVERSARY ®

Petrones celebrate 70
years together

The children of James G. (Jim) and Thelma Petrone happily
announce their parents’ 70th wedding anniversary. Jim and
Thelma were married on February 5, 1950.They have been ex-
tremely blessed with 5 children, 8 grandchildren, and |5 great
grandchildren.We love them dearly and want to thank them for
being such a great example of love, loyalty, and commitment to
each other. Congratulations Mom & Dad!

Movies at The
Highlands Playhouse

Showing:

Friday 2/7 - Thursday 2/13
i PARASITE

A filrn by Bong loon-Ho

Showtimes:

Friday & 5at:1,4&7p
Sunday: 1 ONLY
Monday: Mo Movies
Tue, Wed & Thurs: 1, 4 & 7p
Tickets are $12 ; This filmis rated R
More info at Highlandsplayhouse.org
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WORD MATTER.

Harry Harris’s Mustache

The strange case of Harry Harris and
his mustache might be just what the
doctor ordered to help demonstrate
the sad stupidity of racism and xenopho-
bia in our world. Stay with me for a bit;
this may get complicated. It will definitely
get silly.

Harry Harris is the United States am-
bassador to the Republic of South Korea.
The United States has a long and storied
history with South Korea. Even as the
American President makes overtures to
South Korea’s sworn enemy to the north,
our relationship with South Korea remains
a solid example of great cooperation in an
important region of the world.

Following WWII, the United States
joined with South Korea to keep a com-
munist insurgency in the north from over-
taking the whole Korean peninsula. The
US. still maintains over 23,000 troops
below the border that separates the north
from the south. And, all the sabre rattling
emanating from the north, plus hegemony
from nearby China, makes for a constant
state of uneasy living in South Korea.

Were not regularly reminded that

Japan  occupied Korea
from 1910 through 1945.
It seems many Japanese
military officers, along with
the Emperor, Hirohito, and
the Japanese Army’s com-
manding general, Tojo, had
mustaches. Many of these
officers brutalized the Ko-
rean people living under
occupation. Hence, the
disdain many Koreans have
for men with mustaches in
positions of authority.

Harry Harris is a retired Navy Vice-
Admiral. He has dedicated much of his life
to the service of his country. Following his
Naval service, Mr. Harris was nominated by
President Trump to serve as Ambassador
to Australia. Soon after being confirmed,
and at the suggestion of Secretary of State
Mike Pompeo, Mr. Harris was nominated
to be Ambassador to South Korea.

By the way, Harry Harris is not only
America’s ambassador to South Korea. He
is also the son of an American naval officer
... and a Japanese mother.

and quality, as well as focus on good patient
relationshipa

critical and regular office visits c
patienls
Harris

» & part of Harres Regronal Hospita

technologies, safety

| recognize that for heart disease, local access 1o care
wery imparant, because timing of treatments is
v mattar & lot for

| leok forward ta being able to offer that at

HARRIS CARDIOLOGY
68 Hospital Road, Sylva

Harris Regional Hospital

WELCOMES
Anne Fulbright, PA-C

Cardioclogy

SPECIALIZING IN:
Cardiovascular Disease

REGIONAL HOSPITAL
A Duke LifePoint Hospital

Making Communities Healthier «+ MyHarrisRegional.com

PN

Bud Katz

It was upon his release
from the Navy, which favors
clean-shaven officers, that Mr.
Harris decided to grow a mus-
tache. Now, Mr. Harris grew his
mustache some time before be-
ing nominated for ambassador
to South Korea.

Ambassador Harris was
asked recently by an enterprising
reporter with the Korea Times
to explain why he decided to
grow his mustache. No doubt
thrilled to have been offered an opportunity
to justify his aberrant behavior with regard
to facial hair, with tongue in cheek, Mr. Har-
ris replied, “I wanted to make a break be-
tween life as a military officer and my new
life as a diplomat,” he said. “I tried to get
taller, but I couldn’t grow any taller. I tried
to get younger, but I couldn’t get younger.
But I could grow a mustache, so I did that.”

Hyper-sensitive South Koreans, ap-
palled at Mr. Harris’s unwillingness to
demonstrate an empathetic response to
their pain at having to accept a mustached,
Japanese-American ambassador, from the
country providing its security for the past
over 70 years, mind you, have been picket-
ing the American Embassy in Seoul, writing
letters to both the Secretary of State AND
the President himself, complaining about
the whole indignity of it all.

Sorry, but this is nothing short of xe-

nophobic racism on the part of some peo-
ple who really have more to worry about
than an American ambassador with a mus-
tache. See the references to North Korea
and China above.

T have three words for our friends and
allies in South Korea: get over yourselves.
The war in the Pacific, and Japan’s occupa-
tion, ended three quarters of a century ago.
Americans have made peace with the Japa-
nese, and the Germans, and the Italians,
and the British, for that matter.

I’ve said often, and I believe it with all
my heart that racism, antisemitism, sexism,
gender bias, xenophobia — broad bigotry
of any kind — is based in ignorance and/ot
indoctrination. The ignorance stems from
fearing that which we do not understand,
and then hating that which we fear. Negate
the ignorance, negate the fear, negate the
hate. Indoctrination comes from outside
influences — parents, mostly — who fill our
heads from the time we are small children
with THEIR prejudices, THEIR fears and
THEIR ignorance.

It’s always okay to not like someone —
an individual — who has, in some manner,
wronged you. It’s never okay to hate an en-
tire class of people whose only crime is to
have been born, in some way, different than
yourself.

I'm sure Ambassador Harris will sur-
vive Korea’s mustache-gate. Sometimes, I
just don’t get people.

.ONOW continued from page 1

roads could be treated.

“If we had called it and had eatly re-
lease our buses would have been in the
middle of their route when the roads were
at their worst,” said Holbrooks. “We needed
temperatures to rise and the roads to be
treated before we could send them home.
Throughout all of it our staff did a tremen-
dous job fielding phones calls and keeping
things orderly; and our teachers did a won-
derful job communicating with parents and
students. Everybody did an awesome job.”

However, of the 392 students enrolled
at Highlands School, 160 left with eatly re-
lease.

Highlands Fire & Rescue (HFR) of-
ficials said there was an accident on High-
way 28 and rescue crews artived to find the
vehicle in an embankment. The driver was
nowhere to be found and they assumed the
driver made their way to town on foot.

HFR had two calls for motor-vehicle

accidents on Friday. Chief Ryan Gearhart
said when the weather gets bad and driv-
ers must hit the road he suggested “taking
your time.”

“Accidents were mostly due to people
just not being patient and trying to hurry
off the mountain,” said Gearhart.

Cashiers community rallies to res-
cue stranded Blue Ridge students

The snow came on hard Friday morn-
ing and based on the flood of incoming
information, Blue Ridge School and Eatly
College (BRS) staff made the decision to
call it a snow day. Three buses tasked with
delivering students home safely called back
to headquarters and said it was too risky
to go on.

It was then a flood of support came
from several Jackson County offices and
agencies offering vehicles and staff to pick
up the stranded students and take them

e See SNOW page 7
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Is there a doctor in the house?

“The good Physician
treats the disease; the GREAT
Physician treats the Patient”
(Sir William Osler)

erhaps the most fre- [¥
Pquently asked questions |

to we get in downtown
Highlands from those consid-
ering a real estate investment
are these (in no particular or-
der); “How’s the market do-
ing?” or “What’s the differ-
ence between Highlands and
Cashiers?” and of course this
one “How do we get to the
Ugly Dog?” But with increasing frequen-
cy here’s a question we get that not only
deserves our attention but truly impacts
the Real Estate market, and those who
plan for full-time or seasonal residency
— “What can you tell me about available
medical services up herer”

Enter Highlands-Cashiers Hospital
(HCH) which has been around since 1966.
We are blessed to have it within minutes.
Owned by HCA and part of the Mission
Health network of hospitals. Their mis-
sion statement is Mission... You! Our
friends Kurt Shulzman and Richard Neri
said it best; “In life, we don’t always have
the luxury of choosing where medical
emergencies happen. We are so fortunate
to have a top Emergency Room here in
Highlands. It takes the risk out of spend-
ing time at outr home away from home.
Actually, the hospital is one of the main
reasons we chose Highlands for our
mountain residence.”

Highlands-Cashiers Hospital takes a
team approach in emergencies: to ASSESS
(determine what’s going on); then to STA-
BILIZE (the condition of the patient), and
finally to TRANSPORT (if necessary). A
constant interface with Mission Health in
Asheville in extreme cases means there’s
always a “team” of experts determining
the best course of action. And the renais-
sance continues at HCH with the hiring
of Tom Neal as Chief Executive Officer
and Chief Nursing Officer. Tom has 30
years of progressive healthcare experience
and recently said this; “I’m humbled that
I've been entrusted with leading HCH and
look forward to my work here, to run-
ning, hiking, and golfing in these stunning
mountains, and to eventually retiring here

Pat Gleeson, Owner, BIC
White Oak Realty Group
828-782-0472

with my wife. We’ve conclud-
ed that this community is a
great fit on every level for us,
and I intend to give my best
to this hospital and our com-
munity members — our neigh-
bors.”” This is the guy you
want running your hospital.

A rich and meaningful
source of healthcare provid-
ers are here to provide health
and vitality. Dr. Sue Aery
owns Aery Chiropractic &
Acupuncture and recently
added a Master of Science
and Human Nutrition degree
to her already impressive background. Dr.
Robert Buchanan owns The Center for
Plastic Surgery next to the hospital and
specializes in minimally and non-invasive
procedures and skin care. You will not find
two more dedicated professionals (or nicer
people) than Dr. Sue and Dr. Bob.

My wife and I are very fortunate to live
here full-time, and we employ a full staff
of medical professionals. They include a
cardiologist, urologist, gynecologist, ot-
thopaedist, radiologist (mammogram),
gastroenterologist, Internist, dentist, and
of course a mixologist. Let’s face it, none
of us really gets older, we just add another
“ologist.”

* Pat Gleeson, his wife Bee, and their dog Gemma
are Owners and Brokers of White Oak Realty Group,
in downtown Highlands (4th Street across from the Old
Edwards Inn). White Oak Realty Group, founded in
2009 by Susie del/ille, is one of the leading boutique
brokerage firms on the Highlands-Cashiers Platean.
You can reach Pat, Bee, Christal, Tom, and Susie at
828.526.8118.
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«.ONOW continued from page 6

back to BRS or secured drop-off sites along
the way, such as the BP Gas Station at the
Crossroads.

Supporting agencies included the
Glenville-Cashiers Rescue Squad (GCRS),
Cashiers-Glenville Volunteer Fire Depart-
ment, JC Emergency Management teams,
JC Maintenance Department, N.C. Depart-
ment of Transportation, and the Superin-
tendent and Assistant Superintendent of
Jackson County Public Schools.

BREC Principal Tracie Metz said the
decision was made to cancel school at ap-
prox. 8:45 a.m. At that point, students were
cither picked up by their parents or they
hopped on a bus to make their way home;
three of which were forced to turn off and
call in for back up.

“I feel really good about our quick de-
cision to cancel the day,” said Metz. “We
have excellent bus drivers; they know what’s
safe and what’s not safe. They stopped and
called in and said we’re not comfortable
continuing. All the drivers and staff were

great, and I appreciate all their hard work.”

Buses on Jody Town Road, Bee Tree
Road, and Slab Town Road were forced to
pull over and call in for an alternative plan.
BRS Bus Driver Sheila Kinsey has been
behind the wheel for 32 years and said this
was not her first rodeo in the snow.

“The roads were starting to get slick,”
said Kinsey. “I took my time and decided
to pull over and stop. I think we did a good
job handling it. We all worked together and
kept the kids safe. That’s always number
one.”

GCRS EMS Director Jeremy Stewart
said the stranded bus on Jody Town Road
was able to get back with a little help from
the NC DOT.

“We were over on Jody Town and the
state department was able to clear the road
so the bus could get back to school safely,”
said Stewart. “After that, some parents
picked up their kids and the Rescue Squad
took others home.”

Andreais top 12%
Real Estate Brokersin 2019.

Highlands Sotheby's International Realty is
the top selling firm in Highlands
since 2013 as per HCMLS Navica.

>l

Designer 4 bedroom, 5 bath home with a golf course view.
Offered for $1,695,000 Contact Andrea Gabbard 828-200-6742

Andrea Gabbard

€ 828.200.6742 0 828.526.8300
m AndreaGabbard@gmail.com

Sotheby’s

INTERNATIONAL REALTY

Highlands

“February Sales Extravaganza!
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2 Da)ggOnly
& Sat., Feb. 14:& 15 ® 10a-4p

at Mountain Findings Thrift Shop

Showrooms full of great NEWLY DONATED items

cash or check onl
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..PRIMARY 2020 continued from page 1

publicans signed up to run as his
replacement. Political newcomer
Dr. Sarah Conway and Macon
County native Kevin Corbin will
face off in Primary on March 3.

Dr. Sarah Conway is a Jack-
son County Republican who
has always had a love of hiking
and the outdoors. Having vaca-
tioned in North Carolina since
childhood,she eventually made it
her home.

She is retited radiologist
who practiced hospital-based
diagnostic radiology for over 20
years.

“We have a narcotics epi-
demic in Western North Caro-
lina; when I read the statistics,

I was compelled to run and
use my medical knowledge and
experience to try to make a dif-
ference,” said Dr. Conway. “Right
now, we have an opioid crisis, so
a doctor would be a great choice
to work on this issue. If we have
an agricultural crisis, I would love
to see a seasoned farmer or an
Ag PhD run for the position.”

Representative
Kevin Corbin was
born and raised
in Western NC in
Macon County.
He is a sixth gen-
eration, his kids are
seventh, and his
grandkids are now
the eighth genera-
tion to live on the
same farm in the
Holly Springs com-
munity of Macon
County. He attend-
ed Franklin High
School before grad-
uating and attending Appalachian
State University where he gradu-
ated with honors with a double
major in Business Marketing and
Management. Corbin is a member
of Holly Springs Baptist Church
where he has served as a deacon
and also served as Music Director
prior to being elected to the NC
House.

Rep. Corbin founded Corbin
Insurance Agency in Franklin in

Wilbanks Smile Center

COMPLETE DENTAL CARE UNDER ONE ROOF
278 East Doyle St. » Toccoa, GA

¢ Dental Implants e Root Canal Therapy
¢ SINGLE VISIT CROWNS!

« Orthodontics including Invisalign
e Wisdom Teeth Extractions

and of course ...

» Fillings and Cleanings = wiLBANKS SMILE.CENTER
(IVv Sedation, too)

www.WilbanksSmileCenter.com

You are only 50 miles away from 40 years experiene in
top-notch, high-tech, one-stop dentistry known for its gentle touch.

——

— —

arpitiar et

Dr. Sarah Conway

1983 and in 2013
started Blue Ridge
Insurance  Group
in upstate South
Carolina. He has
worked in the in-
surance  industry
since 1983 and has
earned several pro-
fessional designa-
tion and honors in
that field including
being inducted into
the Hall of Fame
with BCBS of NC.
Only 23 members
have been inducted
into that group in the history of
the company.

Rep. Corbin served 20 years
on the Macon County School
board, serving 16 years as Chair-
man. After that, he served six
years as a County Commissioner
in Macon County, five years as
Chairman. In 2016 he was elected
to the NC House of Representa-
tives and was re-elected in 2018.

“I believe my experience

330 Dillard
Road

Above
Highlands
Decorating
Center

828-526-4192
Taylor Barnes Spa

o Therapeutic Massage
« Age Defying Facials
o Euphoric Feet &
Reflexology
« Tuscan Wine Body
Polish
« Personal Training

Taylor Barnes Salon
« Color, Cuts,
» Make-up
e Up-Dos
« Hair Extensions
« Manicures
o Pedicures

in local and state
government gives
me the background
to hit the ground
running  serving
the folks in the
far western seven
counties of NC’
said Rep. Corbin.
“I love the people
of this district and
want to give the §
best  constituent
service possible. In
the House, I have
been a constant
reminder to leader-
ship that we have unique needs
here and have sought support and
funding for our area. I have been
successful in doing so and will
continue that in the NC Senate.”

What is the biggest challenge fac-
ing District 50 and how would you ap-
proach it?

Conway: “Our biggest chal-
lenge is the opioid epidemic. My
plan is to focus on prevention by
creating an educational template
which can be used in schools for
children as young as 8 or 10 years
of age. Young students need to
understand the health hazards
and ramifications of becoming
addicted to these agents. Also,
I would like to address mental
health by having a mobile mental
health unit which would travel to
all seven of my counties and pro-
vide much needed mental health
services to individuals who may
not have access.”

Corbin: “In my last term I
co-sponsored the STOP act in
the NC House that has begun to
slow the opioid epidemic. It was a
beginning and there is much work
left to be done. We must address
mental health issues in our region
and I have been a consistent voice
for that in the NC House. I have
worked on many levels to bring
high speed internet to far West-
ern NC including being a primary
author of the FIBER ACT (HB
144). Because of those efforts,
we persuaded leadership to begin
the GREAT grants which have
brought money to our region
and have facilitated the hookup
of thousands to high speed in-

Kevin Corbin

ternet. The work
is far from over.
The grants have
been $10 million
in 2018, $15 mil-
lion in 2019, and
now we have $30
million budgeted
for 2020-21. 1
have requested but
not yet received
$100 million from
our budget surplus
for the same pur-
pose. The work is
far from over. We
need to continue
the push for Western NC. Ad-
ditional funding for K-12 public
education has been a priority for
me and we have had great suc-
cess in the past four years bring-
ing additional state funding to
Macon, Clay, Graham, and Cher-
okee counties. In this new Senate
district, I will do the same putting
Swain, Jackson, and Haywood to
my radar.”

What strengths do you have as a
candidate?

Conway: “I like to think of
myself as a great listener. Great
leaders need to be great listeners.
Each of my counties has their
own unique needs which require
attention.”

Corbin: “In one word...
experience. Having served in
local government, I know the
challenges and pitfalls. Now, be-
ing an experienced legislator, I
know how the system works and
will continue to work in the NC
Senate for my district. It is about
serving and prioritizing the needs
of folks of this district.”

What is your top priority if
elected?

Conway: “Addressing the
Opioid Epidemic. Other goals:
Access to reasonably priced
health care; Cut spending; Term
limits”

Corbin: “Without ques-
tion, my top priority is constitu-
ent service. My office has helped
literally hundreds of folks in my
four-county district with issues
with the State of NC.I have an-
swered every call and have tried

o See PRIMARY 2020 page 9




must be the best dog ever,

and I'm inclined to agree
with you, but I must admit my
Dad had some super dogs before
me. Lucky for me, they trained
him well.

He was a dog person long
before he met my Mum, and
Fuzzy was the dog he had when
they married. Dad called him
his little hero boy. A friend
found Fuzzy beside the railroad
tracks and brought him to Dad,
a known dog lover. He already
had a few dogs, so he offhand-
edly called the tiny thing Fuzzy,
thinking he wouldn’t be keeping
him. It took Fuzzy only a few
days to steal my Dad’s heart and
become a keeper. Most puppies
are fuzzy little things, but Fuzzy
fooled everyone by staying fuzzy
as he grew. He looked like a Ger-
man Shepherd Chow mix, and

Iknow, I know, you think I

Highlands Newspaper - Thurs., Feb. 6, 2020 - 828-200-1371 - Page 9

* REFLECTIONS FROM | .ORD BANJO *

The Best Dog Ever

according to the
stories, was one
sweet dog;

I can hear the
love in Dad’s voice
when he tells sto-
ries about Fuzzy:

We lived out
in the country, so
Fuzzy got to run
free when I was at
home. 1 could let |
him roam without
worrying about
cars, and the neigh-
bors loved him. We
two had a routine; I'd feed him
and play with him in the morn-
ings before work and give him a
biscuit before I put him in his pen
in the backyard. Fuzzy carried his
biscuit to the pen and kept it all
day, eating it only when I let him
out in the afternoons.

He was so like a little boy; he

..PRIMARY 2020 continued from page 8

my best to address every need.
I have had about 90% success
in solving issues for my con-
stituents and I will continue the
same in the NC Senate. In most
cases, I would be the only voice
available for the 210,000 folks in
this large Senate district. I love
Western NC and will continue
to work hard to make sure our
voice is heard.”

Is there anything else you wonld
like to address?

Conway: “I am running
organically. No one asked me to
run for this office, but I love the
people of Western North Caro-
lina, so I am determined to work
hard to make a difference. If 1
am blessed to be elected, much
of the time I will physically be
located in Raleigh, but please re-
member: I am working for you,
the people. I am Working for the
West.”

Corbin: “Serving in the
NC General Assembly is truly a
labor of love for those who at-
tempt it. With an annual salary
of $13,941 it is certainly not for

personal gain. The meager per
diem of $104 and the mileage of
.26 cents a mile are barely enough
to cover expenses back and forth.
I come home pretty much every
weekend, having only stayed in
Raleigh 3 weekends in my nearly
four years of service. My home is
Western NC, not Raleigh. I come
home every week to be with my
family and to stay in touch with
the people of my district. As long
as I enjoy it and can stand the
drive back and forth, I am willing
to serve if the voters give me that
honor.”

* Highlands Newspaper will
continue part 4 in candidate pro-
files next week with candidates
for District Court Judge.

* This is the third in a series of
candidate profiles abead of the March
3 Primary Election. Democratic can-
didates for District II were featured in
Jan. 23 edition of Highlands Newspa-
per — Republican candidates for Dis-
trict 11 were featured in Jan. 30 edition.
Both editions can be viewed online at
www.highlandsinfo.com. Click on News

and go to the desired issue.

i

The Royal Pooch
Lord Banjo

even had a golden

"i: retriever friend
named Zack up
i the street. When

I drove by Zack’s
house in the after-
noons after work,
he’d take off af-
ter me and gallop
straight to Fuzzy’s
pen. Then the two
of them played in
the yard and up and
down the cul de sac
until dinner time.

I got the scare
of my life one day when Fuzzy
took off across the street and up
the driveway to greet a little girl.
I knew he was a sweet boy, but
I was afraid he’d barrel into her
and knock her down. Nope!l She
opened her arms wide and called,
‘Fuzzy, oh Fuzzy, as she hugged
him and buried her face in his soft
coat.

Fuzzy was also an adventurer
and went camping with me. He
had a doggie backpack and carried
dog food and my adult beverage.
How I loved that boy!

Fuzzy was known as the best
dog ever right up until Mum and
Dad got Tinker from the Animal
Shelter one December. After they
fell in love with Tinker, Fuzzy be-

came known as the best BOY dog
ever and Tinker, of coutse, the
best GIRL dog; Stay tuned for my
next column to learn more about
Tinker.

* Lord Banjo lives in Georgia
with bis Mum, Kathy Manos Penn.
Find similar stories in his book, “Lord
Banjo the Royal Pooch,” available at

Juvederm Ultra Special
Call 828-526-3783

Center for Plastic Surgery
209 Hospital Dr, Ste 202, Highlands
PlasticSurgeryToday.com

Mountain Paws in Highlands, Books
Unlimited in Franklin, and on Ama-
zon. Contact him at inkpennl19(@
gmail.com. Sign up here to receive our
newsletter and be the first to know
about a new mystery Series starring
a dog and cat bitp:/ ] eepurl.com/
c079Yj
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Highlands Performing Arts Center
Tickets available online: www.highlandspac.org or www.highlandsperformingarts.com at the door
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HF&R Annual Award Banquet
Fri., Jan. 31 at OEI's The Spring House

Pierson, Training Officer Eric Fielding, and Chief Ryan Gearhart. Not pictured
is Asst. Chief Robbie Forrester.

From left: Chief Ryan Gearhart, 20 years,;Travis Ramey, |5 years; Roger Lee Wilson, 30 years; Asst. Chief Robbie
Forrester, 25 years; Leah Dallmann, 5 years; Chris Barden, 10 years; Hunter Leffler 10 years, Gary Ammons, 35 years
and not pictured: Paul Corbin, 5 years. Jim Tate retired from the force after 20 years.




..MONITOR continued from page 1

within the bounds of the purchase agree-
ment. One way we find out if there are
noncompliance issues is from what is
bubbling up from the community. So
that’s what we’re here for.”

He said they speak to HCA every
other week at the NC regional level, are
due reports in April and May and though
HCA wants to hear from community
members it is encouraging people to
speak to the local leadership because they
have the machinery and ability to address
issues themselves. For Highlands and Ca-
shiers that CEO/CNO Tom Neal.

Gibbons as the Independent Moni-
tor was hired by the seller of the Mis-
sion Health System with the consent of
NC Attorney General Josh Stein who
inserted things into the APA that HCA/
- Mission has to adhere to. Winters said
~ Mission’s current role is to assure high
quality healthcare in WNC and as the
seller, they wanted an independent moni-
tor to participate.

Winters said there are 15 commit-
ments outlined in the APA that span four

categories.

They must retain services in certain
hospitals; invest in community health and
well-being; invest in facilities; spend $232
in five years within the system; $25 million
in an innovation and investment fund; keep
material facilities open for at least 10 years;
if closing allow other entities to bid on
them; need to continue certain services for
10 years (and can only vary from that with
the consent from the advisory committee);
build a replacement hospital in Franklin;
spend $750,000 a year for 10 years in com-
munity contributions; continue a list of
certain activities and service programs for
at least year; not change the uninsured pa-
tient and charity care policy for 10 years;
continue to fund graduate medical educa-
tion at no less than the current levels for
10 years; and continue to operate within
the Medicaid and Medicare programs for
at least 10 years.

Highlands Cashiers Hospital is one of
the material facilities mentioned in the 15
commitments. Specifically, its emergency
services, surgical services, acute medical
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services and the Eckerd Living Center
must remain intact for 10 years.

Winters said Gibbons will be advising
the six advisory boards [boards whose put-
view are specific areas/campuses] through-
out the process.

“There are some things that can
be varied over the 10 years without the
boards’ consent, and also some that the
advisory boards will have to consent to,”
he said. “There are some things they can
modify after five years, but only under spe-
cial conditions. Regarding that, there could
be a dispute as to those conditions and
that’s when we would get involved.”

At the Highlands meeting, Wednes-
day, Jan. 29, Mayor Pat Taylor said he was
glad to see “boots on the ground and glad
Gibbons as the Independent Monitor will
be meeting with all the different stakehold-
ers in Mission and HCA

“l am very optimistic. I and others
in the community went to AG Stein about
the hospital’s longevity of operation and
we wanted a monitor so we were really

o See MONITOR page 17
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Matural Prosducts Store
Carrying a wide variety of
natural products for your

Mind, Body & Home.
Open Mon.-Sat. 9a to 5:30p

HEGTME( 3
Juice Bar

Organic Fresh Juices & Smoothies
and Salads “On the Go!”
Open Mon.-Sat. 9a to 5p

526-5999
Located at 680 N. 4th. St., Highlands

Advertising in Highlands
Newspaper or on line at
www.highlandsinfo.com
WORKS!
For information email
highlandseditor@aol.com

:SUMMER HOUSE

Complete Home Furmshmgs

GET YOUR PATIO & DECK ORDERS IN NOW FbR SPRING DELIVERY!
White Glove Delivery Throughout The Southeast & Beyond

MONDAY — SATURDAY
9AM - 5PM

2089 Dillard Road, Highlands | 2 miles from Main Street | 828-526-5577 | www.summerhousehighlands.com
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First snow of 2020 - Jan.31 ...
and first snow of note since first
day of winter, Dec. 21, 2019

T

Photos by Jim Lewicki, Kim

Lewicki, Rachel Lewicki, Brian O'Shea and one submitted.
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Ongoing

* Movies at the Playhouse Fri & Sat
1,4,7;Sun. | & 4;Tues-Thurs 1,4,7.

* |ce Skating at K-H Founders Park
—Thurs,. |-8p; Fri. & Sat 1-10p; Sun. |-5p..

* The Bascom is open Friday - Mon-
day 10am-5pm (Sundays [2pm - 5pm).
Visitors are welcome to enjoy the newly
updated Story Walk Trail throughout the
week.

* At the Highlands Recreation Dept.
pool. Public Swim Monday-Thursday
[ la-7p Friday and Saturday Ila-6p and
Sunday |-6p.

* Fibber Magee’s Clothing Thrift
Store on Laurel Street is open Tues.-
Friday 10a to 4p and on Saturday from
[0a to 2p.

First Mondays

* Shortoff Baptist Church non-de-
nominational Men’s Mtg at 7p.

Mondays

* At the Rec Park, Dance2Fit classes
with Tori Schmitt at 5:30pm.

Mon.-Wed.

* Hip Hop classes with Tori Schmitt
5:30-6:30.

Mon. & Thurs.

* The Joy Program at HUMC [ 1:30a
to |:30p. Includes a free lunch and a vari-
ety of programs and games.All seniors are
welcome. For more info, call Kristy Lewis
at 526-3376.

Mon. & Fri.

* Gentle Yoga at the Rec park at 9:15-
10:15 a.m..All levels welcome.

Mon.,Wed,, Fri.

* Heart Healthy Exercise Class
Monday, Wednesday and Friday 8:30am-
9:30am.

» Step Aerobics with Tina Rogers
8-%a.

Mon.,Wed., Thurs.

* Pickle Ball at the Recreation De-

The Highlands Performlng Arts Center will present the National Theatre of Lon-
don’s production of Fleabag on Saturday, February 8 at | pm. Fleabag was captured
live from London’s West End. Written and performed by Phoebe Waller-Bridge
(Fleabag, Killing Eve) and directed by Vicky Jones, Fleabag is a rip-roaring look at
some sort of woman living her sort of life. Fleabag may seem oversexed, emotion-
ally unfiltered and self-obsessed, but that’s just the tip of the iceberg. With family
and friendships under strain and a guinea pig café struggling to keep afloat, Fleabag
suddenly finds herself with nothing to lose. See the hilarious, award-winning, one-
woman show that inspired the BBC’s hit TV series Fleabag. Tickets available on-
line: www.highlandspac.org or www.highlandsperformingarts.com or at the door.
Highlands Performing Arts Center, 507 Chestnut Street, Highlands NC. This is

rated R.

partment Gym [0:30am -Ipm

Tuesdays

* FREE Community Table Dinner at
the Community Bldg. at 6p.

* The Highlands Writers Group
meets Tuesday, at 3pm in the downstairs
boardroom at The Bascom. Writers at
all levels of proficiency are welcome. For
additional information, contact Bud Katz,
828-526-3190 or budandlynn@me.com.

* The Humanist Discussion Group
meets from 10:30-11:30 am in the Meet-
ing Room at the back of the Hudson Li-
brary.

Third Tuesday

* The Macon County Poultry club
meets to discuss topics related to raising
backyard chickens. For more information
please call 828-349-2046 or 828-369-
3916.

* Highlands Area Indivisible Group
meets at 5 pm in the Meeting Room at
the back of the Hudson Library.

Tuesday and Thursdays

¢ At the Rec Park, Dance2Fit with
Tori Schmitt at 7:30am.

* Exercise Class with Michelle Lane
at 5:30. A combination class with many
different styles of exercise at Rec Park.

Wednesdays

* At Community Bible Church,
5-5:30p - Dinner — Free (Donations Ap-
preciated) 5:45-7p - G.R.O.W. Get Real
on Wednesdays — Classes offered on
money management, addiction, discov-
ering your spiritual gifts and personality
type, studying the bible, evangelism, par-
enting, marriage, grief, and more. All are
welcome! Visit www.cbchighlands.com.

* Power Flow Yoga with Nalicia Allio
a certified Yoga Instructor [2-1pm and
6:30-7:30pm.

First Wednesdays

* Family Movies at the Hudson Li-
brary at 3:30pm. Call 828-526-3031 for
titles.

3rd Wednesdays

* Recently released movies at Hud-
son Library at 2pm. Call 828-526-3031
for titles.

Wed. & Fri.

* Highlands/Cashiers  Alcoholics
Anonymous “Open Meetings” are for
anyone who thinks they may have a drink-
ing problem or for anyone interested in
the A.A. recovery program. Open meet-
ings are held in Highlands @ the Ist Pres-
byterian Church, 471 Main St., at noon.
And held six times a week in Cashiers at
the Church of the Good Shepherd, Rte

107, Cashiers. For meeting times in Ca-
shiers go to website www.aawnc80.org
or call (828) 349-4357.

* Duplicate Bridge 12-4pm at Rec
Park.

Thursdays

» Storytime at Hudson Library,
10:40 am. Open to the public

* NAMI Support Group for individ-
uals dealing with mental illness and the
family members of individuals dealing
with these challenges from 7 — 8:15pm
at First United Methodist Church Out
Reach Center on West Main Street in
Franklin Call Donita (828) 526-9510.

* Hip Hop classes with Tori Schmitt
at 6:30-7:30 at the Rec Park.

2nd Thursdays

* Sapphire Valley Needlepoint Guild
meets at the Highlands Rec Park at 10
am.

3rd Thursdays

* Kidney Smart Classes in Franklin:
from 4:30-6pm, Angel Medical Center,
Video Conference Room, 3rd Floor, 120
Riverview St. Contact Majestic 828-369-
9474.

* Highlands Town Board meeting at
7p in the Community Building on US 64
east and Poplar Street.

4th Thursday

* At the Hudson Library, Kids Zone
LEGO Club. Intended primarily for kids
in grades |1-5,LEGO Club allows creativ-
ity and STEM skills to develop together
as kids enjoy making LEGO creations.

Thurs., Feb. 6

* At Hudson Library the sixth an-
nual Harry Potter Book Night cel-
ebrated throughout the world, includ-
ing Hudson Library. In collaboration
with The Bascom, we're getting ready
to host an unforgettable Harry Potter
Kids Zone event themed around — you
guessed it — Harry Potter! The fun kicks
off at 3:30 PM. Come in costume or in
your Muggle clothes — either way we’'ll
be delighted to see you.

Sat., Feb.8

* PAC presents the National The-
atre of London’s production of Fleabag
at | p.m.Tickets available online: www.
highlandspac.org or www.highlands-
performingarts.com or at the door.
Highlands Performing Arts Center, 507
Chestnut Street, Highlands NC.

* Experience the Full Snow Moon
at the Nature Center 6-8 p.m. If can-
celled due to weather, Feb. [4.

* The Nantahala Hiking Club will

'



take a moderate-to-strenuous 7-mile
hike, elevation change 900 ft., from
Long Branch to Rock Gap in the Stand-
ing Indian Recreational Area, start-
ing at the backcountry parking lot, up
Long Branch to the Appalachian Trail
at Glassmine Gap, then north to Rock
Gap, and returning by a Forest Service
Road. Meet at Westgate Plaza in Frank-
lin at 11 am, Drive 32 miles round trip.
Call leader Katharine Brown, 421-4178,
for reservations. Visitors and dogs on
leash are welcome.

Mon., Feb. 10

¢ CLE class: Best Health and
Medical Apps for seniors. 10:30-3:30.
$75/$85. Instructor is Loraine Smith.
Location is the CLE Classroom in the
Peggy Crosby Center on Fifth Street,
Highlands

Mon. Feb. 13

* There will be a Macon County
Board of Commissioner Candidate
Forum Monday at the Macon County
Public Library beginning at 4:30. While
the forum will focus on Commissioner
Candidates, ALL candidates running
for office from District Court Judge to
Congress have been invited to attend
to meet with voters and will have an
opportunity to speak. Commissioner
candidates will take part in a Q&A be-
ginning at 5:30.

Sat., Feb.15

* The Nantahala Hiking Club will
take a strenuous 8-mile hike, elevation
change 1100 ft., from Camp Branch to
the Bartram Trail, then down Locust
Tree Branch, a loop exploration of very
old logging roads. Meet at Westgate
Plaza at 9 am, drive 16 miles round trip.
Call leader Gail Lehman, 524-5298, for
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IGHL ANDS AREA EVENTS.

reservations.Visitors welcome.

Sat., Feb. 22

* At The Farm at OEl, Chef, restaura-
teur and author Hugh Acheson of 5&10
in Athens, GA. For more information, call
787-2620 or 787-2619

Sun. Feb.23

*The Nantahala Hiking Club will take
a strenuous 6-mile hike, elevation change
1000 ft., on the Bartram Trail from Wal-
lace Branch to William’s Pulpit for lunch
with a great view of Albert Mtn., then to
a spur of a Forest Service road, and bush-
whacking up to Gibson Ridge, scrambling
over and through blow downs to return
by the Bartram trail. Meet at Westgate
Plaza at || am, drive 6 miles round trip.
Call leader Katharine Brown, 421-4178,
for reservations. Visitors welcome, also
dogs.

* The Nantahala Hiking Club will
take an easy |.5 mile hike, elevation
change 200 ft., on Lakeside Trail, around
the Sheriff’s department and through the
Environmental Resources Center to see
if there are wildflowers beginning to ap-
pear. Meet at the Health Dept. on Lake-
side Drive at 2:00 pm. Call leader Kathy
Ratcliff, 526-6480 for reservations. Visi-
tors and dogs are welcome.

Sat., Feb 29

* The Nantahala Hiking Club will
take a moderate 6-mile hike, elevation
change 800 ft., from Sawmill Gap, follow-
ing Forest Service RD 7134 to Rocky
Bald Ridge, then to Wine Springs on the
Appalachian Trail and down the Bartram
Trail to Sawmill Gap. Meet at Westgate
Plaza at 9 am, drive 40 miles round trip.
Call leader Gail Lehman, 524-5298, for
reservations.Visitors welcome.

.HF&R continued from page 1

me at that age. And now, thanks to all of
you in this rtoom, I am part of a team that
saves people’s lives.”

Fire Chief Ryan Gearhart presided
over the affair first recognizing and thank-
ing the retired and founding fathers of the
department, many who were present at
the banquet with their spouses.

He recognized the number of train-
ing hours logged by the department —
2,128.25 hours, which is a crucial part of
the job. Jason Tardo was recognized for
earning the most training hours at 153
hours.

“I know this takes a lot of time out of

your life and means time away from family
and friends and 1 appreciate that this is a
sacrifice you atre willing to make,” he said.

Gearhart said the number of calls the
department responds to increases each
year. When the founding fathers were on
call, 100 calls a yeatr was a lot, he said. “We
are growing every year.”

All tolled there were 540 calls — 14
fires, 269 first-responder calls, 26 hazard
conditions with no fire calls, 43 calls for
service, 75 good intention calls, 109 false
alarms and false calls, 2 severe weather and
natural disaster calls, and 2 special incident

o See HF&R page 22

Macon Community Funding Pool
application cycle now open

Macon County non-profit organiza-
tions have until February 13, 2020, to ap-
ply for county funds through the Macon
County Community Funding Pool (CFP).
Application forms and instructions are
available on the Macon County website,
www.maconnc.org, Hard copies may be
made available at Macon County Public
Library on Siler Farm Road in Franklin,
the Hudson Library on Main Street in
Highlands, and the Nantahala Public Li-
brary on Nantahala School Road, please
call ahead to make sure a copy will be
ready for pickup.

Organizations applying for CFP
funds must provide financial statements
such as budgets and federal tax-exempt
repotts, organization goals and objectives,
and program/service desctiptions. First-
time applicants must contact Karen Wal-

lace, 524-3600, or Bobbie Contino, 342-
7872, to discuss their proposal. Groups
not incorporated as non-profits may
enlist an established non-profit to serve
as their fiscal agent. Collaborative agency
proposals are encouraged to leverage
limited funding and to share resources.

The Community Funding Pool was
established to help the Macon County
Board of Commissioners allocate tax-
generated funds to local non-profits in
a fair and efficient way. The CFP Task
Force is composed of citizens chosen by
the Board of Commissioners to consider
applications and make recommendations
to the Board, who make final funding de-
cisions. The Community Funding Pool is
a separate entity from the Macon County
Community Foundation.

Experience the full Snow Moon
Sat., Feb. 8 at the Nature Center

Explore the winter forest under the light of the Full Snow Moon on Saturday,
February 8th from 6 - 8 PM! The 2nd full moon of the year is named after the
heavy snowfall common in February, and we are opening the Botanical Garden
to allow the public to explore the grounds under its light. Bundle up and bring
your flashlight to wander through the garden on this one night only. After your
stroll, join us for hot drinks and warm up by our fire in the Meadow by the Val-
entine House (888 Horse Cove Rd).All are welcome to participate in this free
event. In the event of rain or severe weather, the event will be held on Friday,
February [4th. The Highlands Botanical Garden is part of the Highlands Bio-
logical Station, a multi-campus center of Western Carolina University. For more

information, please call (828) 526-2623.




Page 16 - Highlands Newspaper - Thurs., Feb. 6,2020 - 828-200-1371

.S'/iop ]{zgli[and's for your ‘Vd[entzne

Time to think about your .
; ﬂ , ac / AT CAROLINA WAY
’y ' STOREWIDE

SALE
20%-40% OFF
Lighting

- Lamp
-ﬁa[ﬁum L Shades

the boutique

326 Main Street, Highlands, NC
828-482-4375 www.lulu-bleu.com

e omeuseT’) « Pottery
-w | E
| « Pillows

Order online at

www.facebook.com/ e 4Ll All the sumptuous stylish brands you love! The Dry Sink  Main Street  Highlands, NC Open Fri.& Sat. « 12 to 4
LuluBleuNC ' 828-526-2665

GIVE YOUR VALENTINE LOV@ iS l.l'\
“A Kiss nf Spring” M LA LA
THis YEAR

the aiv! LAND

MIZZEN+MAIN
ANTAWs AR, | ORGANICS

FINE RAW CACAD

¢ Free People ¢ BB
Dakotae® Michael

Stars Diba )
e Z Supply ¢ THML . ‘
Jeans by: Guiltless, luxury chocolate truffles
il * Joes
e 7 for All Mankind Available in Highlands at:

o Calders Coffee Cafe, Whole Life Market and OEI Spa

a °*AG
e Citizens o Made with Ecuadorian heirloom cacao, superfoods
e Hudson and Ayurvedic herbs
* Mother « Classic, crunchy outer shell
BLOWOUT with a savory, rich and intriguingly smooth center.
fha / ;m ie Lponym SALE
. ]
Flstoer & Ganden § .’ op UPSTAIRS! - . LaLaLandOrganics.com
355 Main Street ' '
26-8000 (in The Galax Theatre) 338 Maln St La La Land Organics was established in 2009

t., Highlands 526-4660 526 4777




..MONITOR continued from page 11

pleased when he put these stipulations
in his approval of the APA,” said Mayor
Taylor. “The fact that we have a monitor
makes this a better situation for not only
the community but HCA, and the health
foundations. Everyone will benefit from
having this process in place.”

Mayor Taylor said the charity care
promise was an AG stipulation that HCA
embraced as well as the commitment to
reinvesting and contributing to the com-
munity.

“That 10-year commitment is so im-
portant, and services and the quality of
services will be really critical,” he said.
“The chartity case and community com-
mitment is very positive, not just for the
community but also for HCA. I’'m very
impressed about the $750,000 a year that
HCA will be putting into community ser-
vices and community activities that we can
all benefit from.”

Winters said he didn’t know what the
ramifications of noncompliance by HCA

will be.

“I believe the contract calls for them
to comply; calls for the seller to enforce
the compliance and allows the AG to go
in and enforce the obligation on behalf of
the seller if the seller doesn’t do it,” he said.

Regarding the mention of “surgery
continuing” at H-C Hospital, though the
surgery unit was shut down about seven
years ago, Winters said “surgery” is de-
scribed in a general way so, colonoscopies
would fit in that category.

A retired doctor of 50 years who lives
full-time in Highlands said it was critical
that HCA do something to bring in pro-
viders to generate revenue. Without them
there is no reason to have a hospital other
than emergency services, he said.

“The ER is great, the hospital facility
is great, but it’s a ghost town over there.
It’s really sad. It looks like the hospital has
abandoned the community, not that the
community has abandoned the hospital,”

® See MONITOR page 19

OCACS

WINTER SPECIALS
AT HALF-MILE FARM AND OLD EDWARDS INN

Half-Mile Farm or Old Edwards Inn from *145 per night
20% off at Madison’s ¢ $125 Spa Treatments
25% off at Acorns * *20 Fitness or Yoga Classes

50% off the Sommelier’s Select wines with Dinner
at Madison’s Restaurant

Sunday-Thursday, January through April
855-701-4182 | HalfMileFarm.com/LocalLove | OldEdwardsinn.com/LocalLove
Local ID required. Plus tax and gratuity.
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Introducing our "Blooming Teas

828-482-1609
330 Main St.
Highlands

Call to book a group cooking class
with Rachel!

OPEN 7 DAYS
Mon-Thurs: + 11a to 5p

. be g%a%

e
(AN

«86’1:155‘5

Pllmmnl‘l"lmﬁr&*m'li:-rln Blends, Salts, Teax. Fri-Sat: 10:30a to 5:30p

Sun: 12-5p

This Valenfmes Day

warm her heart (or his)
with FLOWERS and TEA!

Medley”

A variety pack of BLOOMING TEAS with
6 assorted flowers: Amaranth/Jasmine, Calendula,

Calendula/Jasmine, Rose/Lily, Jasmine/Lily, Carnation.

Each are made with selectively chosen
Silver Needle White Tea scented with
fresh Jasmine flower.

Each bloom can make 6-8 cups of tea.
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On the
Angels

Father Jason Barone
Promoter of Vocations,
Diocese of Chatlotte
Parochial Administrator,

St. Jude Catholic Mission and
Our Lady of the Mountains
Catholic Mission

ngels are seemingly everywhere in Scripture, not
Ato mention popular culture, and their role in salva-

tion history is momentous: an angel, albeit fallen,
tempted our first parents into disobedience with God; an
angel announced the Incarnation to the Blessed Virgin; an
angel was first in heralding the Good News of the Resur-
rection to Mary Magdalene; angels will trumpet in the Sec-
ond Coming. Such being the case, a deeper understanding
of their nature, mission, and how they interact with hu-

manity assists us in our spiritual lives.

Like man, angels were created in the image and like-
ness of God, meaning they possess an intellect and free
will; therefore, they can know and love. Unlike man, how-
ever, angels are pure spirits, lacking a body or any physical-
ity. Interestingly, this means they are outside of time, since
time is a measure of change, and only physical reality can
change. Furthermore, they were situated in a hierarchy of
nine choirs: Seraphim, Cherubim, Thrones, Dominions,

Virtues, Powers, Principalities, Archangels, and Angels.

At the moment of their creation angels were tested,
like Adam and Eve. They were presented with the will
of God along with a choice to accept or reject it. While
the precise test is not known with certainty, the Church
Fathers speculate it was in reference to the Incarnation.
For angels being superior to man by nature, the idea of
worshipping God in human form demanded humility. To
this test the brightest of the angels, Lucifer, gave his non
serviam (I shall not serve). Tradition tells us, and Scripture
suggests (Rev 12:4), that he swayed a third of the angels
to join his rebellion. These fallen angels are called demons.

As for their mission, angels are not separate from
the physical world, but are part of a broader spectrum of
creation, including man and the rest of the visible world.
Their task is guiding this world in accord with God’s di-

e See SPIRIAUALLY SPEAKING page 19

Looking for a church home?
Wayfarers Unity Chapel is a non denominational,
inclusive church located at 182 Wayfarer Lane, off

Highway 246 in Dillard, GA, just 1.7 miles from
Highway 441
Social time begins at 9:30 and services
begin at 10 a.m. on Sundays
Visit our website www.wayfarersunity.org
for more information, or call 706-746-3303

Proverbs 3:5

e P acEs 1O WORSHIP ®

John 3:16

BLUEVALLEY BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Oliver Rice, Pastor (706) 782-3965
Sundays: School: 10 a.m.,Worship:| |
Sunday night services every 2nd & 4th Sunday at 7
Wednesdays: Mid-week prayer meeting:7 p.m.
BUCK CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH
828-269-3546 * Rev. Jamie Passmore, Pastor
Sundays: School: 10 a.m.;Worship:| |
CASHIERS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Rev.Wes Sharpe, Pastor 828-743-5298
Sundays: School at 9:30 Worship 10:30
Wednesday night Dinner and Service 5:30
CHAPEL OF THE SKY
Sky Valley, GA « 706-746-2999
Sundays: 10 a.m.:Worship
Holy Communion Ist & 3rd Sundays
CHRIST ANGLICAN CHURCH
Rector: Jim Murphy, 252-671-401 |
464 US Hwy 64 east, Cashiers
9:30a Sunday School; 10:30a Worship Service; Mon. 6p Bible
Study & Supper in homes
CHRIST CHURCH OF THE VALLEY, CASHIERS
Pastor Brent Metcalf » 743-5470
Sun.10:45am, S.S 9:30am.Wed. 6pm supper and teaching.
Tues. Guys study 8am, Gals |0am.
CLEAR CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Jim Kinard
Sundays: School: 10 a.m.;Worship:I la.m.

I'st & 3rd Sunday night Service: 7.p.m.
Wednesdays —Supper at 6 p.m.
COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH
www.cbchighlands.com ¢ 526-4685
3645 Cashiers Rd, Highlands, NC
Sr. Pastor Gary Hewins
Sun.: 9:30am: Sunday School10:30am: Middle & High School;
10:45am: Child. Program, 1 0: 45am:Worship
Wed.: 5pm Dinner ($7 adult, $2 child), 6pm CBC U.
COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH OF SKY VALLEY
706.746.3144+ 696 Sky Valley Way #447,

Pastor Gary Hewins
Worship: Sun. 9 a.m., with Holy Communion the Ist & 3rd
Sun.; Tues: Community Supper 5:30 followed by Bible Study.
EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF THE INCARNATION
Rev.W. Bentley Manning * 526-2968
Monday-Friday: Morning Prayer at 8:15a. Sundays: 8 am
Holy Eucharist Rite I; 9 am Sunday School; 10:30 am Holy
Eucharist Rite Il. Childcare available at 10:30
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH HIGHLANDS
828-526-4153 « www.fbchighlands.org
Dr. Mark Ford, Pastore 220 Main Street, Highlands
Sun.:Worship 10:45 am; Sun.: Bible Study 9:30 am
Wed.: Men’s Bible Study 8:30 am; Choir 5p; Prayer Mtg 6:15p
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Curtis Fussell & Emily Wilmarth, pastors
526-3175 « fpchighlands.org
Sun.:Worship 8:30a Adult Ed.: 9:30a.m.;Worship || a.m.
Mondays: Men’s Prayer Group & Breakfast 8 a.m.
Wed: Choir:6p
GOLDMINE BAPTIST CHURCH
(Off Franklin/Highlands Rd)

Sunday School:10 am,Worship Service:| | am
GRACE COMMUNITY CHURCH OF CASHIERS
Non-Denominational-Contemporary Worship
242 Hwy 107N, [/4 miles from Crossroads in Cashiers
www.gracecashiers.com ¢ Pastor Steve Doerter: 743-9814
Services: Sundays |0am - Wed. - 7pm; Dinner - Wed. 6pm

HAMBURG BAPTIST CHURCH
Hwy 107N. « Glenville, NC + 743-2729 « Nathan Johnson
Sunday: School 9:45a,Worship | la & 7p, Bible Study 6p
Wed. Kidsquest 6p.; Worship 7p.
HIGHLANDS ASSEMBLY OF GOD
Randy Reed, Pastor828-421-9172 « 165 S. Sixth Street
Sundays:Worship:| |
HIGHLANDS CENTRAL BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Dan Robinson
670 N. 4th Street (next to the Highlands Civic Center)
Sun.: Morning Worship 10:45a., Evening Worship, 6p.
Wednesday: Prayer Service, 6:30 p.
HIGHLANDS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Pastor Randy Lucas 526-3376
Sun: School 9:45a.;Worship 9:09,10:50.;Youth 5:30 p.
Wed: Supper: 5:15; youth, & adults activities: 6; Handbell
rehearsal, 6:15; Choir Rehearsal 7. (nursery provided ); 7pm
Intercessory Prayer Ministry
HOLY FAMILY LUTHERAN CHURCH: ELCA
Chaplain Margaret Howell * 2152 Dillard Road * 526-9741
Sun: School and Adult discussion group 9:30 a.m.;

Worship/Communion: |0:30; Early-Bird Christmas Eve service of

Lessons and Carols, Sunday, Dec. 22, 10:30 am.
All are welcome.
HEALING SERVICE on the 5th Sunday of the month.
MACEDONIA BAPTIST CHURCH
8 miles south of Highlands on N.C.28 S in Satolah
Pastor Zane Talley
Sundays: School:10 a.m.;Worship:1 |, Choir:6 p.m.
Wed: Bible Study and Youth Mtg.:7 p.m.
MOUNTAIN SYNAGOGUE
at St. Cyprian’s Episcopal Church, Franklin « 828-524-9463
MOUNTAIN BIBLE CHURCH
743-2583 « Independent Bible Church
Sun:10:30 a.m. at Big Ridge Baptist Church,
4224 Big Ridge Road (4.5 miles from NC 107)
Weds: Bible Study 6:30 p.m.;Youth Group 6 p.m.
OUR LADY OF THE MOUNTAINS
CATHOLIC CHURCH
Rev. Fr. Jason K. Barone — 526-2418
Mass: Thurs. 12:10; Fri. 9am; Sun: | | a.m.
SCALY MOUNTAIN BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Marty Kilby
Sundays: School —10 a.m.;Worship —I | am. & 7
Wednesdays: Prayer Mtg.:7 p.m.
SCALY MOUNTAIN CHURCH OF GOD
290 Buck Knob Road; Pastor Donald G. Bates ¢ 526-3212
Sun.: School:10 a.m.;Worship:10:45 a.m.;Worship: 6 p.m.
SHORTOFF BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Rev.Andy Cloer
Sundays: School: 10 a.m.;Worship:I | a.m.
Wednesdays: Prayer & Bible Study:6 p.m.
ST.JUDE’S CATHOLIC CHURCH
Mass: Thurs. 9am, Fri., | lam; Sun. 9am
THE CHURCH OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD
1448 Highway 107 S., Office: 743-2359 « Rev. Rob Wood
June-Sept: Sunday Services: Rite |, 8a, Rite I, 9:15 & | la
Nursery available for Rite Il services
Sept 6-Oct 25-Informal Evening Eucharist-5:30 p.m.
Thursday: Noon Healing Service with Eucharist.
UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST FELLOWSHIP
85 Sierra Drive, Franklin * uufranklin.org
Sunday Worship - | | am.
WHITESIDE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Rev. Sam Forrester/Cashiers
Sunday School:10 am,Worship Service:| | am




From Highlands Police Chief

HPD requests information

An investigation by our department
has led to multiple embezzlement by em-
ployee charges.

Twenty-one (21) felony charges have
been secured and warrants have been is-
sued for Kristeena (Kristi) Byrd Gray of
Franklin NC.

Ms. Gray was employed by the 4th
Street Market in Highlands from June 2019
to December 2019. We were contacted
when the management of 4th Street Market
realized the checks written for cash did not

match the amount of cash loaded into the
ATM machine.

During the course of this investigation,
it has been determined that 4th Street Mar-
ket has suffered a loss of over $31,000 in US
currency.

If anyone has any information in re-
gards to this case, please contact my office.

— Chief W. Harrell,
Highlands Police Department
828-526-94321

..MONITOR continued from page 17

he said.

He said the economic engine of a
hospital is the providers. Without the pro-
viders there aren’t patients.

“The hospital can’t exist off revenues
from Medicare and Medicaid. It has to
have some private pay and some com-
mercial insurance,” he said. “Right now,
the economic engine at the hospital is run-
ning on two cylinders -- it’s sputtering, If
you don’t offer the services provided by
the providers, it’s going to be a self-full-
ing process that the hospital will die and
dwindle. If people go to Gainesville and
Greenville for services, it will be because
there are no providers.”

He said he hopes HCA can do some-
thing to bring in some providers and it’s
clear they are going to have to supplement
the incomes to get young doctors to come
and stay. He suggested pushing the quality
of life aspect and understand that for years
the income of young doctors will have to
be supplemented until they get their pa-
tient-base built up.

“That’s the only way we are going to
get anything at the hospital,” he said.

Mayor Taylor suggested forming a
nonprofit healthcare hub to partner with
HCA to populate the current Doctor Des-
ert.

“Maybe form a partnership with our
H-C Health Foundation, the Dogwood
Health Foundation, and community lead-
ership with HCA where we bring in a non-
profit organization that can address the
issue of doctor shortages. Maybe the Jane
Woodruff building could be the location
for that type of operation. This is a great
opportunity for us to advance through
partnerships, not just with HCA but with
all the different stakeholders and all the
different groups. In the long run, if we can
form these cooperative relationships it will
be a positive outcome for HCA and the
entire community.”’

Winters asked people to go to Inde-
pendentMonitorMHS.com to log com-
plaints or suggestions.

— Kim Lewicki

.SPIRITUALLY SPEAKING from page 18

vine plan. Hence, all human beings receive
a guardian angel. Conversely, this is also
the reason for demons’ interest in man at
all: although created to assist man, their
fall distorted this relationship such that
they seck not man’s salvation, but his de-
struction.

Angels, in virtue of their spiritual na-
ture, can exercise influence over anything
physical, including man’s body, senses,
emotions, and memory. This influence of-
ten explains those otherwise inexplicable
moments when, for instance, a parent
strongly senses danger approaching their
child. The same type of influence is true
for demonic temptation, although ordered
towards committing sin.

Angels are truly glorious and even
frightful creatures. Several times in the
Book of Revelation, St. John describes
how he began worshipping one, mistaking
angelic glory for God’s. Modern portrayals
of angels as chubby, winged babies, while
rightly reflecting innocence, do a disservice
to our understanding of their real nature.

Given the nature and mission of an-
gels, we should be filled with reverence,
knowing that if we pulled back the veil and
glimpsed their full glory, we too would be
tempted to worship. We likewise should be
humbled and deeply grateful, knowing that
our own guardian angel, at the moment of
his creation and upon seeing God’s plan, a
plan which included us, said, “Yes.”
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® Police & FIRE REPORTS @

Highlands Police entries from
Dec. 7. Only the names of persons ar-
rested, issued a Class-3 misdemeanor
or public officials have been used.

Dec.7

* At 1:50 p.m., officers were called
about a vehicle parked in the travel land on
South Street and owner of vehicle not pay-
ing the citation.

Jan.5

* At | p.m,, officers were called about
the larceny of a firearm from a home on Up-
per Brushy Face Road.

The Highlands Fire & Rescue log
from Jan. 29

Jan.29

* At 6:41 a.m., the dept. was first-re-
sponders to a residence on Harris Drive..

* At 5:24 p.m,, the dept. investigated a
call of smoke on Bobby Jones Road.

* At 6:41 p.m,, the dept. was first-re-
sponders to a residence on Flat Mountain
Road.

Jan.31

* At 9:57 a.m., the dept.responded to a
motor vehicle accident on US 64 east.

*At | 1:38 a.m., the dept. responded to
a motor vehicle accident on NC 28 south.

Feb. |

* At 8:26 a.m,, the dept. was first-re-
sponders to a residence on Hideaway Trial.

* At 10:09 a.m., the dept. responded to
a fire alarm at a residence on Country Club
Drive.

* At 5:24 p.m., the dept. responded to
a fire alarm on Main Street.

Feb. 2

* At 3:24 a.m., the dept. responded to a
motor vehicle accident on US 64 west.

COREY JAMES GALLERY
& Estate Consignments
Open Everyday!

(828) 526-4818
On the corner of 3rd & Spring

@
(abin (outure
~ Home Decor
~ Gifts
~ Jewelry

468 Carolina Way
Highlands
(Between N. 4th & N. 5th)

828-526-3909

Shear Elevations

225 Spring Street * Highlands
828-526-9477

Owner/Stylist: Lisa L. Shearon
Stylist: Kristi Stockton
Stylist/Nail Tech: Kassie Vinson

Hair ¢ Nails ® Waxing ¢ Tanning ¢ Facials
Massages * Eyelash Extensions
Walk-ins Welcome!

Owner/Stylist: Lacy Jane Villardo
Stylists: Heahter Escandon
Maggie Barden, Bri Field, Desiray Schmitt
and Cali Smolarsky
Nail Tech: Jenna Schmitt
Massage Therapist: Brenda Lopez

Upstairs and Across the Walkway at
“Falls on Main” Highlands
Open at 9a Tues.-Sat. * 828-526-3939
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Bill Barber

BROPHY & ASSOCIATES
CONSULTING, LLC Homes Rachel|BYKelley; PMHNP-BG‘_'
. ’ Sl -1 BVARN P Board[Certified
Robbm Brophy billbarber22@gmail.com « Mental Health
J — Agent L= billbqrber};;Ses.com
(828) 558-4300 |} (828) Positive Wellness

226-9696

We have a special knack for | #
keeping your taxes on track

JUST TALK TO ME
* Tax return preparation for small | am 74. | am Pain-Free. STEVE CONNOR

businesses and individuals Are You? CBD ¢ HEALS DRAFTING, INC.
* QuickBooks training and ~
VIVA WELLNESS

bookkeeping services
* IRS/State representation

Renovations
367 Dellwood Rd., Bldg. E, Ste. 3 Dr. Kit Barker, Ph.D. Steve Connor S
Waynesville, NC 28786 -349-
(828) 558-4300 office + (833) 234-4881 fax 26-156 oA Sy Bath remodel

SCDraftingl@gmail.com Electrical layout
Whole house plans

brophytax.com

robbin@brophytax.com L0 mins b3

FAR INFRARED
AUNAGCAPSULE

HIGHLANDER YA
ROOFING SERVICES PA 2 APSULE

404963

New & Re-Roofing Applications Including: WHOL [ ODY
Asphalt * Cedar *+ Metal & Synthetic Materiall ’ il 5 new log cabins
= e - A Oj;_lc (8;8?:;2 7773 VIBRAT U N ' - paestled in the hemlocks
ce - J ‘ —
Showroom Location Cell (828) 526-6421 5 Cottage Row e U.S. 64 East “ = of Whiteside
1511 Highlands Rd luke@highlandernc.com = Mountain.
Franklin, NC 28734 www.highlandernc.com 800-805- 3558 828-526-2222

Mendoza Tree Expert

f
Quality Tree Care & Removal *16+ years §-

Loma Linda

RIOS 3% Farm %*
Z/Painting’ | | o=ty <
in Home and Leash Free

Fully Insured * 706-982-0864 S

X Highlands NC '
e Interior lomalindafarm@gmail.com

¢ Exterior www.lomalindafarm.com NCLicense #10978
o Pressure Washing
o Drywall Repair
« Window Cleaning
o Gutter Cleaning
o Deck Repair

828-200-9217

" Wi oWl acc.ept *Fully Insured
alll c;'edltcard b

Wendolyn Forbes

Financial Advisor

828.258.4477

Merrill Lynch Wealth Management
One North Pack Square, 2nd Floor
Asheville, NC 28801

wendolyn.forbes@ml.com

MERRILL§§

ABANK OF AMERICA COMPANY

Residential & Commecial

riospainting0864(@gmail.com
Sales | Service | Repairs P g0864@g

Find us On FaceBOOk Merrill Lynch, Pierce, Fenner & Smith Incorporated (also referred to as “MLPF&S” or “Merrill")

makes available certain investment products sponsored, managed, distributed or provided by
: ! 5 : ! : ! 5 s s companies that are affiliates of Bank of America Corporation (“BofA Corp.”). MLPF&S is a registered
8 8 6 ~ 9 3 O wner EllaS RlO S broker-dealer, Member SIPC and a wholly owned subsidiary of BofA Corp.
@

(© 2020 Bank of America Corporation. All rights reserved. ARQ54MR7 | AD-01-20-2353A| 470944PM-05191 01/2020
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American
Upholstery

WE HAVE MOVED TO

105 Ashley Drive « Walhalla, SC 29691
(Same Owners: Morris & Rachel Bible)

Same Phone Numbers:
(864) 638-9661 cell: (864) 710-9106

* Residential or
Commercial

* Over 40 Years
Experience

* Fast and Dependable
* FREE Estimates
* FREE Pick-up and
Delivery

Ryan M. Bears

Broker

Cell: 803-271-5426
Office: 828-526-8784
Ryan@patallenrealtygroup.com

Zut Al

REALTY GROUP
Pat Allen, Broker in Charge

MORALES
PAINTING

Sample Books Available

Highlands Automotive

RICARDO MORALES
MORALESPAINTINGANDSERVICES@GMAIL.COM
706.982.9768
828-226.5347

INTERIOR/EXTERIOR PAINTING « LAWN MAINTENANCE
HOUSE MAINTENANCE * QUALITY WORK
FULLY INSURED

NC
Inspection
Station

Service

828-787-2360

2851 Cashiers Road « highlandsautomotive.com

* Grading
e Excavating
* Driveways
e Build sites
e Hauling
e Septic Systems

Edwin Wilson
Cell (828) 421-3643
Office/fax (828) 526-4758
wilsongrading@yahoo.com

e Interior & Exterior Painting
o Pressure Washing
« House Maintenance
e Drywall Repair
o Deck Repair

Quality Work e Fully Insured

Lupe Gonzales
avpintura@gmail.com
828-332-1539 or 678-873-2927

CHESTNUT STORAGE

Storage Units Available

Secure 24 Hour Access
Easy In - Easy Out
Great Rates - Great Terms
Call today to find out why we’re
“Highland’s Premier Facility”

828-482-1045

. - 1
Look for our sign!
10890 Buck Creek Rd. - 1/2 mile off Cashiers Rd near the hospital

OLD ¥
EDWARDS
INN“fu

AVAILABLE POSITIONS

IMMEDIATE FULL-TIME ON-SITE
GRAPHIC DESIGN AND LAYOUT PROFES-
SIONAL NEEDED TO JOIN MARKETING
DEPARTMENT OF OLD EDWARDS HOSPI-
TALITY GROUP IN HIGHLANDS, NORTH
CAROLINA. At least two years of print layout and
design required. Keen eye for design, detail-oriented
and proficiency in formatting for scannable content
a must. Experience in CRM, email marketing, website
updating and/or social media is a plus. Must have high
integrity, sense of humor, consistently positive nature,
interpersonal skills and work well as part of a close
team. Full benefits. Possible subsidized housing. Posi-
tion is 100% onsite in Highlands, NC, no exceptions.

FULL-TIME TEMPORARY MARKETING
POSITION. OEl is seeking a marketing professional
and graphic designer experienced in page layout and ad
creation for both print and digital to fill a six-month
position between approximately March | and Septem-
ber 31,2020.At least two years of professional layout
and design required. This position designs billboards,
newspaper and magazine ads, digital ads and more for
a high-end luxury brand. Some experience in website
updating—or ability to learn—required (content man-
agement, not coding). Must have high integrity, sense
of humor, consistently positive nature, interpersonal
skills and work well as part of a close team. Position is
100% onsite in Highlands,NC, no exceptions.There is a
possibility that this position could become permanent.
Please provide cover letter, resume and samples. Refer-
ences will be required.

ALSO:

OLD EDWARDS HOSPITALITY has the
following positions open:

RESTAURANT FOURG65:

Part-time servers, full-time Hostess, AM/PM
Sous Chef, Cook and Uctility/Dishwasher needed.

HALF MILE FARM:

Assistant Inn Manager

OLD EDWARDS:

Banquet Bar Supervisor, Maintenance Engineer,
Front Desk, Bellmen, Front Desk Supervisors, Spa
attendants & concierge, Housekeepers, Laundry, Ex-
perienced servers & server assistants, Reservation-
ist, Sales Manager (2 years experience), Graphic Art-
ists (Full-time and Full-time Temporary, Dishwashers
(Full-time year round, and seasonal)

Send resume to: pturnbull@oldedwardsinn.com
(pdf format please)
or apply online at oldedwardsinn.com/careers




Page 22 - Highlands Newspaper - Thurs., Feb. 6,2020 - 828-200-1371

e CLASSIFIEDS ®

FOR SALE

20-YEAR-OLD, AIR-
DRIED LUMBER. Rough sawn.
White Oak, Red Oak and Cherry.
Call 828-743-4327.(2/20)

E-Z UP 10XI10VENDOR
TENT with sidewalls & weights.
Excellent condition. $170. 828-
526-1031 (st, 1/30)

FIREWOOD FOR SALE.
Call or text Matt at 706-239-0880.
(st. 9/26)

COMIC BOOKS - Buy /
Sell. Call Bob @ 302-530-1109

(1731)
WANTED
ISO, A I _OR 2

BED/IBATH, FURNISHED
GUEST COTTAGE OR
SMALL HOME WITH A
SCREEN PORCH. | am a
quiet individual with one cat am
looking in the areas of: Sky Valley,
Highlands or Franklin beginning
May or June through October.
Under $1500 per month. Please
email your information to: seib-
ertinteriors@comcast.net (st
1/30)

TO RENT: MATURE
PROFESSIONAL WITH IN-
DOOR CAT SEEKS REA-
SONABLE 2BR HOME TO
RENT. Solid references. Call or
text 828-200-1611 (st. 1/30)

WANTED TO BUY: US
& Foreign COINS, free appraisals
,call Dan at 828-421-1616.(3/26)

HARLEY DAVIDSON
MOTORCYCLE MEMORA-
BILIA. Call Sandra La Jeunesse
at 828-371-2214.

HELP WANTED

YEAR-ROUND FULL

TIME OR PART TIME RETAIL
POSITION ISAVAILABLEAT
T.J.BAILEY’S STORE IN CA-
SHIERS AND HIGHLANDS.
Call 8285262262 or email resume
to store@tjbaileys.com (2/27)

NOW HIRING PARTAND
EULL TIME ASSOCIATES
FOR RETAIL STORE. Must
be willing to work weekends and
holidays. Call Shannon 526-8864 or
email shannon@dutchmansdesigns.
com (st. 1/23)

WOLFGANG’S RES-
TAURANT is seeking a hostess.
Salary is based on experience.
Come be a part of our team. Email
wom2@me.com or call Jacque at
828.526.3807. (st. | 1/21)

EMPLOYMENT OPPOR-
TUNITIES AVAILABLE AT
HIGHLANDS SMOKEHOUSE.
Hiring all positions. Commitment to
excellence in food quality and guest
service.We are proud of the prod-
ucts and service we provide, we
create experiences not just sell food.
Offering defined, sane schedules and
healthy work environment allowing
for a balanced life.Very cooperative
pay. Food service experience pre-
ferred. Tobacco free workplace.
Contact us at Smokehouserecruit-
ing@gmail.com (st. 5/2)

SALESASSOCIATE HIGH
END RETAIL CLOTHING
STORE IN HIGHLANDSAND
CASHIERS, NC. Full time, part
time and seasonal. Inquire to 828-
200-0928. (st. 3/38)

SERVICES

HOME MAID CLEANING
SERVICE LLC: Too much to do
for the holidays? Give us a ring!

Specializing in residential homes &
vacation rentals. Servicing Highlands
& Cashiers. For a free estimate call,
(828) 371-1702. Check out our
website at,www.homemaidclean-
ingservicenc.com

WOOD PALLET PICK-UP
AND REMOVAL SERVICE.
Commercial/residential.VVe will pick
up and haul away your pallets weekly
or as requested. We will clean up
behind your store or restaurant.
Raking, clean up, bag and remove
garbage on the ground. Let’s spruce
up our alleyways and respect our
beautiful town. Call 828-200-3217
now. (2/6/20)

GUTTER CLEANING
METAL ROOF & FABRICA-
TON roof repairs, chimney flashing,
debris removal, pressure washing.
Call 371-1103. (st. 6/27)

HIGHLANDS-CASHIERS
HANDYMAN: Repairs, remodel-
ing, painting, pressure washing, minor
plumbing and electric, decks and
additions. Free Estimates. Insured.
Call 828-200-4071. (12/31)

HIGH COUNTRY PHO-

LANDS. Small private develop-
ment with paved streets, com-
munity water, community lake and
pavilion, underground power and
street lights. Gentle building sites
with mountain views and streams
atover 4,100’ in elevation.Borders
USFS. Offered for $599,000 and
MLS #88028. Call Cathy Garren at
Highlands Sotheby’s International
Realty at 828-226-5870.(1/2/2020)

ATTENTION BUSINES-
SOWNERS: Looking for em-
ployee housing? We've got several
options! Close to town and af-
fordable! Call Christal at White
Oak Realty Group. 828-200-9699.
(st.9/19)

SIX ACRES ON BUCK
CREEK ROAD behind Highlands-
Cashiers Hospital. Sign on property.
843-460-8015. (st. 5/30)

2/2 CLAYTON HOME
IN LOWER CLEAR
CREEK. [|+acre,Private.
View.118,000.706.782.9728 (st.
9/5)

1.21 ACRES FOR SALE
BY OWNER - OTTO, NC

TO/KEVIN VINSON: scanning
photos, slides & negatives to CD
or DVD for easier viewing. Video
transfer to DVD. Everything done
in house. Leave message at 828-526-
5208. (st. 4/25)

MURPHY’S PAINTING
CO. Interior & Exterior Painting,
Sheetrock Repair, Wallpaper Re-
moval, Log Homes, Decks. Insured.
Free Estimates. 828-524-1391 or
828-332-0525.

REAL ESTATE FOR SALE

38.92 ACRES IN GAT-
ED COMMUNITY IN HIGH-

- $28,000. Lot 12 Quail Haven
Road. Otto, NC. Price not firm ...
open for negotiation. Please email
if interested to ddmarsh|5@aol.
com or call/text to 239-980-0531.
Please leave a message. (st. 7/20)
COMMERCIAL SPACE
RENTALS
COMMERCIAL SPACE
at 640 Carolina Way, Highlands.
+/- 1340 sq.ft. $1,650/mo. 404-
210-7979. (st. 12/12)
RESIDENTIAL RENTALS
2 BEDROOMS FOR
RENT. SCALY MOUNTAIN.

$750 for both rooms. $500 for one
610.955.9356 (st. 2/6)

SPACIOUS POST AND
BEAM HOME WITH 4-bed-
room, 3-1/2 bath home. Soaring
30’ ceiling in open floor-plan of
the kitchen/living/dining room. Al
other rooms offer 10’ ceilings. Spa-
cious master suite. Mountain views
with creeks and large deck. Less
than | 5-minutes from Main Street.
This is a non-smoking property.
Call 828.421.1823 to view the
property.Yearly lease@ $3200 per
month. (st. 1/30)

HOUSE FOR LEASE IN
MIRROR LAKE AREA. 2 BR/2
BA furnished. Full laundry,screened
porch.No smoking, sorry no pets..
Long-term lease available$ 1,900
per month. 404-630-8398. (2/6)

FOR RENT IN SHELBY
PLACE, 2 bed/2 bath. Close to
town. Newly renovated, Fireplace
with gas logs. 6 or 12 month lease.
Call 828-226-9696. (st. Dec 12)_

4BD 3.5 BA, | CAR GA-
RAGE W/STORAGE, large
yard with backyard fenced, dogs
negotiable. On the Atlanta side
of Highlands, 5 minutes from the
Post Office. $2500 month. Offered
unfurnished, one year minimum
lease, references, credit check
and deposit required. Call House
in Order 828-484-1571. (st. |/14)

LUXURY APARTMENT
IN TOWN. Walk to Main Street.
IBR IBA. $3,500 per month. 3
month minimum. Sorry, no pets,
no smoking. Adults only. 828-421 -
1709. (st. 5/10)

..HF&R continued from page 15

calls.

Gearhart welcomed new ju-
nior member Tristan Petrone to
the clan.

Each year for the 30 years
he has been on the force, Roger
Lee Wilson has earned the Per-
fect Attendance award. This year
he was joined by Leah Dallmann
who has been on the force for
five years.

Also recognized for being
on the force for five years, was
Paul Corbin. Those on the force

for 10 years are Chris Barden and
Hunter Leffler. Travis Ramey has
been on the force for 15 years;
Ryan Gearhart for 20 years; Rob-
bie Forrester for 25 years; Wilson
for 30 and Gary Ammons for 35
years.

Macon County Commission
Chairman and Highlands Fire-
fighter Jim Tate made 2019 his
last year on the force, hanging up
his hat after 20 yeats.

He joined the department
Oct. 6, 1998, earned his EMT

certificate in 2002, his EMT In-
termediate certificate in 2009, and
was Rescue Captain 2002, 2004,
from 2006-2009 and in 2012.

Tate was 2nd Lt. in 2005,
Fire Captain in 2010, 1st Lt. in
2011, Rescue Lt. 2013-2014, and
named Fiteman of the Year in
2000.

In his farewell speech Tate
said he remembered when Fire
Chief Mike McCall pulled into his
driveway and told him he’d make
a good fireman.

“I thought about it for a few
days and said, yeah, I think I'm

ready and besides asking Allison
to marry me, it’s probably the
best decision I've made in my
life,” he said.

Tate said joining the depart-
ment was a stepping stone to
starting his business and even be-
coming a county commissioner.

“I haven’t been a very good
fireman in the last five years; not
because 1 didn’t want to be, but
because my duties pulled me
elsewhere. But as I look back at
my time as a Highlands fireman,
I look at the leadership skills it
gave me,” he said. “I didn’t re-

alize at the time, but you build
yourself up and sell yourself and
learn to become a leader. Then
once you become a leader it’s all
about building up the people be-
neath you and that’s what the fire
department has done. We had
some great leaders that helped
train me I appreciate each and
every one of you.”

For several years, the annual
Firefighter Award Banquet has
been held at OEI’s The Spring
House — this year, Friday, Jan. 31.

— Kim Lewicki
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SILVER EAGLE

Native American Jewelry
Crystal & Gem Gallery

Main Street Jun & Bistre
828-526-2590 « mainstreet-inn.com

Highlands
Sotheby’s

MATIOMNAL REALTY

Country Club Properties
“Your local hometown ¥
Real Estate professionals.”
3 Offices 828-526-2520
www.CCPHighlandsNC.com

Suzanne McDavid
Broker

A

- % :
349 Main Street, Highlands, NC
828.526.5190 silvereaglegallery.com

“Highlands is calling

and I must go.”

- \HEES KE Ay -
'L.Jﬂﬁhf} Fo REA; Yy
& Vacation Hentals

401 N 5th St., Highlands

828-526-3717

www.highlandsiscalling.com

&S
BERESHIRE HATHAWAY
HiomeServioss
Meadows Mountain Realty

Mitzi Rauers, Broker
404-218-9123

CHESTNUT ST

f Martin-Lipscomb
Performing Arts Center

| mitzi@meadowsmtnrealty.com
meadowsmountainrealty.com

EPRGPERTIES

619 Highway 107 5, Cashiers, NG

Reebes

Hardware

2011 Ceavriahied Man|

Highlands | Sotheby’s

114 N. 4th Street * Highlands, NC

“Local Experz‘z'se. Global Connections.”

office: 828.526.8300 * cell: 828.337.0706
sheryl.wilson@sothebysrealty.com * highlandssir.com

[ = = — J
Nightly at 5 p.m. » 828-526-5777

Sheryl Wilson

Top 12%
of
Brokers
in 2019

Sotheby’s
is the top
firmin
Highlands
since 2013

Andrea Gabbard

€ 828.200.6742
0 828.526.8300

AndreaGabbard@gmail.com

Highlands
Sotheby’s

INTERNATIONAL REALTY

PAM NELLIS
BROKER

CELL: B28-FA7-18%%
FAMELA NELLISEYAHOO COM

56 LANDMARK

HIGHLANDS OFFICE
333 MAIN STREGRT « 6382304004




BROKERS: Pat Allen
Kurt Barbee 404-906-5113 Broker-in-charge
828-545-7272 Julie Osborn Cell: 828-200-9179
Ryan Bears 828-200-6165

pat@patallenrealtygroup.com
Office: 828-526-8784
295 Dillard Road
Highlands, NC 2874/
Sheila Welch

_) RE RL ESTATE
828-342-0695 MZ[

803-271-5426
Darlene Conley
404-427-2448
Christy Harris
404-229-8737
Rick Harrison

Cy Timmons
828-200-9762
Steve Sheppard
404-219-1349

Top Producers for 15 Years

Hichlands | Sotheby’s

2%%

REALTY GROUP

Not the Biggest ... Just the Best!

www.patallenrealtygroup.com

=5 DAVID

' BOCK

BUILDERS

www.BockBuiIders.com 828-526-2240

Jody Lovell » 828.226.6303

¢ #1 Broker Highlands/
Cashiers MLS 2001-2019
e #1 Broker North Carolina
2016/2017
¢ Top 2 Broker North Carolina
2018 per Real Trends

r".-".,.

WHITE GAK

REALTY GROUP

125 South 4th Street, Highlands ¢ (828) 526-8118 * www.WhiteOakRG.com
Invest In An Extraordinary Experience

Susie deVille, Broker Associate
828-371-2079

Bee Gleeson, Broker Associate
404-307-1415

Pat Gleeson, Owner, BIC

828-782-0472 -307- -371-

CARL ROMBERG M
BROKER-IN-CHARGE

CELL: 678-936-9309
CARL@LANDMARKRG.COM

8 LANONARK

HIGHLANDS OFFICE
275 MAIN'STREET ¢ L30:526. 4663

Thank you for an incredible
season! Closed for winter
through Wed Apr|I 8

WILD THYME GOURMET

Open Year-Round « 6 days a week
343-D Main Street. « 526-4035

WOLFGANG%_
R ISTUR.ANT& 3

Closed Wednesday

T “ .'I_' ; Lunch

1la-4p

Opening for 2020 on Feb. 13
Now Taking Valentines
Day Reservations

474 Main Street
828.526.3807 | wolfgangs.net

Dinner

5:30p
Closed
¥ Vsunday night

www.wildthymegourmet.com

@...on the Verandah

Restaurant
on Lake Sequoyah
828-526-2338

P

www.ontheverandah.com

McCULLEY’S
M CASHMERE

Scotland’s Best Knitwear

Reopening

mid March

Open 7 days a week

526-4407
242 S. 4th St. & Pop up

on Main Street ©




