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230 Hummingbird Lane 
Highlands

4 bed, 5 baths, 1.23 acres. 
$1,695,000

For details contact 
Andrea Gabbard • 828-200-6742

Classic & Timeless in 
Highlands Country Club

Team members are: Alexandra Clark, Ashlynn Wilson, Bailey Schmitt, Brianna Norris, Brittany Damian, 
Ellen Diehl, Emma Weller, Ghetsi Hernandez, Hadley Templeton, Haley Small, Jeslyn Head, Joana Jimenez 
Reyes, JordAn Powell, Maddie Coen, Marilyn Valerio, Rebekah Wiggins, Sydney Figel, Taylor Rickert. and 
Anna Stiehler. Cheerleaders are cheering at both home and away games as well as competitions. Their 
next competition will be on February 1st in Raleigh, NC. See more pictures on pages 6, 16, and 17.

Highlands School Varsity Cheerleaders

Photo by Brian O’Shea, Plateau Daily News

Voter ID or no Voter 
ID… that is the question

By Brittney Lofthouse
Just before flipping the calen-

dars to 2020, a Federal court ruled 
that voters in North Carolina will 
NOT have to show their ID dur-
ing the 2020 March Primary… be-
yond that, it is yet to be decided. 

U.S. District Court Judge Lo-
retta Biggs ruled that while a trial 
can still sort out the issues, it ap-
pears that parts of  the law “were 
impermissibly motivated, at least 

in part, by discriminatory intent.”
The North Carolina Board 

of  Elections was in the middle 
of  printing out millions of  bro-
chures to be mailed out across 
the state informing voters of  the 
new ID requirement… however, 
a Federal Court issued the tempo-
rary block while the courts con-
tinue to battle it out. 

The case – NAACP et al v. 

By Brittney Lofthouse
The long list of  candidates 

for North Carolina Elections was 
just finalized a few weeks ago, and 
it is already time for early voting 
to begin. 

On Monday, Jan. 13, absen-
tee by-mail ballots were sent out 
to voters across the state who re-

quested them. 
Any registered voter in North 

Carolina may vote absentee by-
mail. Primary Election Day – 
when voters select the political 
party nominees to appear on the 
ballot in the November 3 General 
Election – is March 3, 2020.

To vote absentee by-mail, 

voters must complete a 2020 State 
Absentee Ballot Request Form. For 
the 2020 primary, the form must 
be received by the voter’s county 
board of  elections by 5 p.m. Tues-
day, February 25, 2020.

There are changes to the ab-
sentee voting process this year, 

A slew of candidates to appear on the 
Primary ballots March 3, 2020

‘Gun Sanctuary’ debate 
comes to Macon County

By Brittney Lofthouse
On the heels of  state vs. fed-

eral gun rights debates, gun own-
ers are demanding that their lo-
cal government leaders establish 
sanctuaries for gun rights. The 
“sanctuary” movement began last 
year in Illinois and quickly spread 
to numerous states, including Cali-
fornia, Colorado, New Mexico, 
Florida and most recently, North 
Carolina.

Gun owners are asking their 
local governments to consider 
resolutions, promoted heavily 
by Second Amendment groups, 
which vary from county to coun-
ty, but most declare the intention 
of  local officials to oppose any 
“unconstitutional restrictions” 
on the Second Amendment right 
to keep and bear arms. In the 
last two months, more than 100 
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During the holi-
days I visited my 
daughter and 

grandchildren. Rebecca 
and her husband live in a 
large Atlanta metropolitan 
county. While there, I did 
my routine training run at 
a large community park 
across the street from their 
subdivision.

The large park was very 
impressive. It has an arti-
ficial turf  soccer/football 
field, multiple baseball and 
softball fields, skateboard 
parks, and outdoor basketball courts. In 
addition, there were at least two child-play 
scapes and a long jogging/walking trail. 
The park has a trail network that connects 
adjacent subdivisions. Plans are underway 
to add an aquatics center.

As I was leaving the park, I saw a sign 
stating that the park had been built with 
SPLOST funds. That acronym means, 
“special purpose local option sales tax.” 

Later I discussed SPLOST 
with my son-in-law who 
grew up in Rabun County. 
He said Rabun County had 
also built a great recreation 
facility with SPLOST funds.

I returned to High-
lands and began researching 
the Georgia SPLOST, and 
whether North Carolina has 
the same option. Georgia 
county voters can approve 
a one-cent addition to local 
sales tax for designated spe-
cial projects. The tax has a 5 
-ear sunset. This additional 

tax has to be earmarked for specific recre-
ation, education and road projects. 

I read an article about North Carolina 
local option sales tax that has been pub-
lished by the North Carolina School of  
Government. While our state has a local 
option sales tax provision, it is much more 
complicated than the Georgia SPLOST 
provisions. There is no special projects 
provision in North Carolina. The North 
Carolina Legislature may want to consid-
er creating a SPLOST which would give 
county voters more specific input in shap-
ing local infrastructure.

For example, Macon County is be-
ing to review whether to build a new, or 
renovate, Franklin High School. Currently, 
the vehicle to fund such a project would 
be through property taxes, which would 
probably have to be increased. A SPLOST 
might be an option to fund such a project 
in part, or in whole. Road, sidewalks, and 
park improvements could be funded with 
this type of  tax.

There are pros and cons to having a 
SPLOST. One benefit is that the tax bur-
den is distributed to everyone who pur-
chases goods and services in a county, 
including visitors and tourists. A SPLOST 
would take the burden off  property owners 
and continuing millage rate increases.

The converse argument is that a sales 
tax is regressive, and folks on limited in-
comes are impacted the most. Also, there 

is the concern of  a tax drain on a county 
imposing a SPLOST. Some believe con-
sumers would simply take their business to 
adjacent counties that do not have the tax. 

SPLOST may not be a tax panacea, 
but I think state leaders should consider 
this option.

The January Highlands Town Board 

meeting is tonight at 7pm at the High-
lands Community Center. First on the 
agenda will be an update by the Highlands 
Cashiers Health Foundation. Representa-
tives of  nonprofit organizations focused 
on the wellbeing of  the community, may 
want to hear this important presentation.

Using ‘special purpose option sales taxes’ to better communities
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The LOG CABIN 1924 
Highlands, NC

1 3 0 L o g C a b i n L a n e

8 2 8 5 2 6 - 5 7 7 7

3 For 30 
three Courses $30 

soup, salad, entrée & dessert 

Check out the menu online 

Steaks, Seafood & Comfortable Italian 
Casual Dining in a Historic 1924 Log Cabin 

Menus Printed Daily 

OPEN YEAR ROUND 
DINNER NIGHTLY 

5:00 PM 

CALL FOR SPECIAL 
HOLIDAY SCHEDULES 

Get a great gift 
this Holiday 

Season? 

RETURN THE FAVOR 
Stop by and pick 

up a  
Gift Card! 

Thank you to the town of Highlands and all of 
our loyal guests & friends for making our 5th 
year a great one.  You are an incredible, kind, 
thoughtful group of people and we thank you 

for your continued support. 

Happy NEW YEAR! 
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The LOG CABIN 
CASUAL DINING 

Fresh Seafood, Steaks 
& Comfortable Italian 

Dinner Nightly at 5p
Open All Year! 

Just off Main Street in a historic 
1924 Joe Webb log cabin 

828 526-5777 
www.LogCabinHighlands.com 

1 30 LOG CABIN LANE

Enjoy our 
3 courses for $30 

specials!

Serving Lunch and Dinner Year-Round.
Gourmet Foods, Full Service Bar
Town Square at 343-D Main St. • Highlands

828-526-4035

CLOSED Wednesday 
Serving Lunch 

11a to 4p 
Serving Dinner 

from 5:30p 
CLOSED Sunday Night

595 Franklin Road, Highlands, NC 
828.526.3554

www.highlandssmokehouse.com
Follow Us on Facebook & Instagram

Peace from the Pit ®

Real pit BBQ!

WINTER HOURS
Thurs., Fri., Sat.: 11-8 • Sun., 11-7

Come cozy up by the 
fireplace with a cup of 

chef's soup  

 '1,Rt��:s� 
WEDNESDAY - SUNDAY 9AM-3PM · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · ·

SERVING
!

Closed January • Re-opening Feb. 13

•Letter•

Dear Editor,
Cyberstalking, burglary, breaking and entering, de-

struction of  property, drug violations, assault on a fe-
male, larceny, embezzlement, drunk driving, trespassing 
and weapons violations. All of  the aforementioned ac-
tivities were in last week’s police reports in both of  our 
local newspapers. They make lewd emails and texts, as 
well as littering, which were also in the reports, hardly 
worth mentioning.

It wasn’t too long ago that reading the police reports 
made me smile because of  their innocence and simplicity. 
For instance, the dog that was constantly getting stuck in 
a hole and had to be rescued by the police. The same dog 
was in the police reports more than once. Another one 
said “Police responded to a report of  suspicious activ-
ity on Bowery Road” but didn’t elaborate on the nature 
of  the activity. If  you ask me, almost all of  the activity 
on Bowery Road is suspicious and I should know, I live 
there.

The reports aren’t funny, entertaining or innocent 
anymore; no more small-town flavor to them. It’s not 
hard to see the escalating seriousness of  the offenses be-
ing committed in Highlands. The only recent “offense” 
reported that made me smile was the case of  the husband 
who allegedly pushed his wife out of  bed. Seems more 
likely that it would be the other way around. Just saying.

Anyway, it was with a sinking feeling that I read the 
Police Reports this week. I miss the innocence and sim-
plicity of  our once small town.

Alice Nelson
Highlands

Highlands’ age of 
innocence is gone
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Book a private cooking class with Rachel 
at the Spice & Tea Exchange shop.

Get a group together and come ready 
for fun, good food and laughs!

828-482-1609 • 330 Main Street, Highlands

Warm up to Good Times!

Advertising in Highlands  
Newspaper or on line at 

www.highlandsinfo.com WORKS!
For information email

highlandseditor@aol.com

The Firewood Company
828.200.3050

bobhenritze@gmail.com

CNIPM to provide workshop for 
landscapers, nursery trade

The Coalition for Invasive Plant Management 
(CNIPM) will provide a half  day workshop for landscap-
ers, the nursery trade personnel, and herbicide applicators 
on Wednesday, January 29, 2020 from 9:00 a.m. (registration 
begins at 8:30) at the Highlands Community Building next 
to the baseball field. The workshop has been approved by 
the Pesticide Section of  NCDA&CS for 3 Recertification 
Credits in the categories D, G, H, N, O, and X for licensed 
pesticide applicators, dealers and consultants. 

Principal speaker is Johnny Randall, Ph.D., Director of  
Conservations Programs at the North Carolina Botanical 
Garden and an adjunct faculty member in the UNC-Chapel 
Hill Program in Environment, Ecology and Energy since 
1998. Dr. Randall is a member of  the NC Plant Conserva-
tion Program Scientific Committee, past president of  the 
NC Invasive Plant Council, a member of  the NC Pesticide 
Board of  Advisors, and has lectured world-wide on aspects 
of  plant conservation and the effects of  invasive plants on 
the environment. His topic for this workshop is “In my life-
time: From introduction and lag phase to invasion”.

The program moderator will again be James Costa, 
Ph.D., Executive Director of  the Highlands Biological Sta-
tion and Professor of  Biology at Western Carolina Univer-
sity. Dr. Costa is an evolutionary geneticist and historian of  
science with an interest in native plant conservation and 
invasive insects. He and his students and collaborators are 
most recently studying the spread of  fire ants on the High-
lands Plateau, and new methods of  controlling hemlock 
woolly adelgid.

Additional faculty will include demonstrations of  in-
vasive control methods by experts from Mountain True, a 
Conservation organization whose mission champions resil-
ient forests, clean waters and healthy communities in WNC; 
Equinox Environmental, a consulting firm with a focus on 
conservation, sustainability, and environmentally responsi-
ble land development projects; and the Highlands-Cashiers 
Land Trust whose mission is to protect valuable natural re-
sources for all generations.

Cost for the workshop for those seeking CEUs is $50 

per person payable by credit card online or by check or cash 
at the door. The workshop is free for those not seeking 
CEUs, but a donation is appreciated. Although the work-
shop is principally aimed for landscape personnel, nursery 
trade personnel and herbicide applicators, the public is in-
vited. All who wish to attend must register through the web-
site https://highlandsbiological.org/invasive-plants/. An 
accurate count will help with plans for lunch which will be 
provided by the Laurel Garden Club members and to assure 
workshop materials for all attendees.

CNIPM is composed of  the following organizations: 
Highlands Biological Station, Highlands-Cashiers Land 
Trust, Highlands Audubon Society, Highlands Greenway, 
Highlands Historical Society, the Town of  Highlands, and 
the Land Stewards of  the Highlands Plateau, the conser-
vation arm of  the Laurel Garden Club. The Coalition was 
formed in 2015 and will offer its 4th seminar for property 
owners in the summer of  2020 to promote the use of  native 
plants in landscapes.
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10 Bedrooms • 12 Bathrooms • Sleeps 25 
Family Celebrations I Holidays I Girlfriend Getaways 

Business Retreats I Wedding Parties 

Family Fun Abounds in the Winter Months in Highlands 
Reconnect in the relaxed and intimate atmosphere of the historic 

Fairview House estate. Ice Skate at Founder's Park. Explore the Plateau off­
road with Highland Excursion. Savor a private wine tasting and gourmet meal 

with a private chef. Relax at the Spa at Old Edwards. 

0 highlandsfairviewhouse.com I 866.526.8008 I centralreservations@oldedwardsinn.com @ 

Highlands High School cheerleaders 
finish up a stunt during the High-
lands vs Nantahala game.

Highlands Middle School Cheerleaders

Pictured are: Allie Buck, Anna Fox, Annamaria Silverthorn, Bria Taylor, Brooke Fogarty, Darby Templeton, Evangelina Silverthorn, Gavin Small, Hai-
ley Wardwell, Jasmine Oakley, Katie Earp, Lathea Watts, Lillian Rutter. Lilly Cambrook, Nicole Taylor, Sara McDonald, Savannah Bozeman, Shirley 
Diaz, Soraya Lopez and Tate Wilson.

Photos by Brian O’Shea, Plateau Daily News
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•Investing at 4,118 Ft.•

Pat Allen 
Broker-in-charge

Cell: 828-200-9179 

5 bedroom, 5 bath home with a view and end-of-the-road privacy. Completely 
furnished. Offered for $1,150,000 Contact Andrea Gabbard 828-200-6742.

 Andrea Gabbard
c 828.200.6742  o 828.526.8300  
andrea.gabbard@sothbysrealty.com

Wildcat Cliffs CC

Andrea is one of the top 25 
Real Estate Brokers in 2018. 

Highlands Sotheby’s International Realty is 
the top selling firm in Highlands  

since 2013  as per HCMLS Navica.   

Under ContractWhat a great year in 
real estate 2019 
was on our plateau! 

We saw a surge of  buyers and 
prices are on the increase for 
homes that are updated and 
priced at fair market value. We 
also found it more difficult to 
get homes closed with most of  
that being related to home in-
spections. 

Good brokers always rec-
ommend a home inspection so 
you know the overall condition 
of  the home you’re purchas-
ing. This is done during your due diligence 
period. If  the inspection reveals serious 
issues then you, the buyer, can terminate 
and your earnest money will be refunded. 
So how do you decide whether to move 
forward or not? 

Home inspectors should never make 
that decision for you. Their job is to ex-
amine items that have to do with safety 
issues, such as old or bad wiring, improper 
venting, receptacles that overheat etc. and 
report defects. Leaks from hot water heat-
ers, or water standing in the crawlspace, or 
mildew in closets due to excess moisture 
and humidity are a few items of  the 40-60 
page reports buyers and brokers receive. I 
always tell my buyers and sellers to be pre-
pared because there will always be issues! 

Home inspectors are all different in 
their outlook and interpretation of  facts 
and reporting. Some in our area tout 
themselves as “deal-killers!” and many 
actually are. The seller always dreads the 
day of  the home inspection and usually 
the buyers are there to observe and get an 
explanation of  issues that may arise. It is 
NOT the duty of  the inspector to voice 
his or her opinion as to whether he or she 
would buy the home or not. 

The normal inspection takes 4-6 
hours depending on the size of  the home. 
Once the report is sent to the buyers the 
panic sets in! With 40-plus pages the first 
reaction is: “No way will I buy this house!” 
Their broker should sit down with the 
buyers and go through the entire report to 
alleviate their stress. A prime example is 
a notation that a light is not working and 
an electrician should be consulted when it 
was simply that the light bulb had burned 
out! 

There are things a seller should do 
before the inspector arrives. Check for 

The Dreaded Home Inspection
faucet leaks, check door locks 
that may need repair, check light 
bulbs, change the furnace fil-
ter, re-grout the shower if  it is 
chipped, clean the debris from 
the gutters, if  water is coming 
into the crawl space correct the 
drainage, check the plastic and 
make sure all dirt is covered so 
moisture doesn’t penetrate the 
house. All of  these things will 
come up in the inspection and 
will add to the 40-plus pages. 
Once you have decided to sell 
do your preliminary “home-

work.”
Buyers also need to understand that 

you are buying a “used” home, just like buy-
ing a used car –everything is not new. You 
may want to replace appliances that may 
be older but if  they are still functioning it 
is not up to the seller to buy new ones for 
you. If  you don’t like the pink tub that still 
provides a bath it is not up to the seller to 
buy you a new one. Factor the changes you 
want to make into the offer and don’t try 
and make it part of  due diligence asking for 
a price reduction after inspection. 

Once the inspector sends the report, 
the buyer can ask for items of  concern to 
be repaired or for a credit at closing. The 
seller can either fix or repair selected items 
or decline the request. Keep in mind that 
the contract to purchase says the house is 
being sold in “as is” condition. This is when 
an experienced and knowledgeable broker 
can help negotiate and create a win-win so-
lution. I always advise that any safety issues 
or those related to the integrity of  the home 
should be done by the seller. Cosmetic and 
“nit picking” are simply a matter of  choice. 
So be open-minded, don’t panic, and be 
reasonable on both sides. 

• Pat Allen is owner of  Pat Allen Realty 
Group and a Certified Luxury Home Marketing 
Specialist and is certified in Resort and Second home 
properties. She chooses to remain an independent 
firm, allowing for personalized service and decision 
making. Her professionally trained brokers sell in 
any price range. Her firm was recently selected as a 
Leading Real Estate Company of  the World. She 
is consistently a top producer and award-winning 
broker on the plateau. Visit her on the web at Pat 
Allen Realty Group.com, call 828-526-8784, or 
828-200-9179. The office is conveniently located at 
295 Dillard Road across from Highlands Decorat-
ing Center. 

OPPORTUNITY KNOCKS…AGAIN and AGAIN!

Pat Allen
REALTY GROUP

Office: 828-526-8784 | Cell: 828-200-9179
295 Dillard Road, Highlands

pat@patallenrealtygroup.com |  julie@patallenrealtygroup.com 
PatAllenRealtyGroup.com

Julie Osborn,  
SFR, SRES, MBA 
Broker

Pat Allen,  
SFR, CLHMS 

Broker-in-Charge

Prime in-town property with mountain views on 1.16 acres. 
Formerly a bed and breakfast for 36 years, now surveyed for 

2 flat and buildable lots. 
House and guest house are great rentals or build 2 cottages 

in downtown Highlands. 
Endless possibilities in a true walk-to -town location. 
Call Pat Allen, broker/owner at 828-200-9179 for details. 

Priced at $1,400,000.
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Wilbanks Smile Center

706-886-9439 • 800-884-9439
278 East Doyle St. • Toccoa, GA

COMPLETE DENTAL CARE UNDER ONE ROOF

You are only 50 miles away from 40 years experience in 
top-notch, high-tech, one-stop dentistry known for its gentle touch. 

www.WilbanksSmileCenter.com

• Dental Implants • Root Canal Therapy
• SINGLE VISIT CROWNS! 

• Orthodontics including Invisalign  
• Wisdom Teeth Extractions 

and of course ...
• Fillings and Cleanings

(IV Sedation, too)

The Center for Plastic Surgery 
828-526-3783

209 Hospital Dr, Ste 202, Highlands
PlasticSurgeryToday.com

•CatSpeak•
Princess Puddin’

If you’ve ever been owned by a 
cat, you know about cats and 
doors. Yes, you read that sen-

tence correctly. Anyone who has a 
cat at home realizes it is the cat who 
does the owning and not vice versa. 

We cats simply cannot abide 
closed doors, and I, Puddin’ Penn, 
am a perfect example of  that phe-
nomenon. The last few months 
have been quite trying for me be-
cause Mum began closing the bed-
room door at night to keep the dog 
in. 

You’ve heard about Banjo’s 
doggie dementia and his new habit 
of  going downstairs several times a 
night to bark at his water bowl in 
the kitchen until someone—that 
would be Mum—goes downstairs 
and escorts him back to the bed-
room. She solved that problem 
by locking him in the bedroom at 
night, but the door being shut was 
an issue for me. 

It’s not that I want to be in 
the bedroom all night. It’s that I 
want the ability to come and go as I 
please. Mum thought It was enter-
taining to see my little white paws 
appear under the door as I tried to 
open the darned thing. Once she 
turned out the light, she assumed 
I’d given up, but no!

One night, I startled her awake 
from a sound sleep when the door 
banged against the wall in the wee 
hours. Mum hadn’t latched it well 
enough, and I pushed and pushed 

Dogs, Doors, and cats

until it opened. She sat up in bed, 
and I leaped onto her legs me-
owing indignantly. I very clearly 
asked, “What were you thinking?” 

She tried shutting the door 
more firmly, but I broke in an-
other time or two. Finally, Mum 
figured it out and left the door 
cracked open with a shoe in front 
of  it to keep it from opening wide. 
That was fine by me because I can 
squeeze through most tiny spaces.

As if  that weren’t enough, my 
trials and tribulations began anew 
when my pet parents finished re-
modeling the guest bathroom on 
the main floor. Looking ahead to 
aging in place and the possibility 
of  one of  them needing a walker, 
they enlarged the shower and put 
in a pocket door to provide a wid-
er entrance.

The construction didn’t both-
er me, but I had an issue with the 
new sliding door to the shower 
being closed. How dare they close 
the door? I rattled and rattled the 

thing until finally Mum got the 
message. Another problem easily 
solved by sliding the door slightly 
open.

Next, it was the pocket door 
that irritated me. When Mum and 
Dad crank up the wood-burning 
stove during cold spells, they 
close the doors to the bedroom, 
dining room, and bathroom on 
the main level. The dining room 
doors are small French doors, and 
I’ve learned to push them open 
an inch or two, but the bathroom 
door was something new. 

Again, I had to make my 
displeasure known. I had to push 
and rattle the pocket door with 
my paws and nose. I mean re-
ally, how hard would it have been 
for Mum to see it needed to be 
opened just a few inches?

With the door issues han-
dled, I’ve now shifted my atten-
tion to the new television and 
chest in the living room. Dogs, 
doors, and cats are living in har-
mony—at least for now. 

• Princess Puddin’ Penn re-
sides in Georgia with her dad, her 
mom Kathy Manos Penn, and her 
canine brother Lord Banjo. Please 
send comments, compliments, 
and questions to inkpenn119@
gmail.com. She appears in “Lord 
Banjo the Royal Pooch,” a book 
that can be found on Amazon, at 
Books Unlimited in Franklin, and 
at Mountain Paws.

This week both middle 
school boys and girls de-
feated Nantahala. Their 

next home game will be tonight, 
January 16th. They will play Towns 
County with girls starting at 4:30 
boys following. On January 23rd 
they will play Rabun Gap at home 
to celebrate their 8th graders. 

High school basketball played 
Robbinsville this week. JV girls 
pulled out another win to continue 
their undefeated season. JV boys 
nor Varsity girls were able to finish 
with a win. Varsity boys did finish 

on top. Their next home game 
will be on January 22nd. They will 
again play Robbinsville. JV girls 
will begin at 4pm, followed by JV 
boys, then Varsity girls and finally 
Varsity boys. 

Cheerleaders are cheering at 
both home and away games as well 
as competitions. Their next com-
petition will be on February 1st. 
They will compete in Raleigh, NC 
with their time determined closer 
to competition date. 

Come out and support all 
your Highlanders!

•HS Sports• with Kedra McCall
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•Taxing Matters•

National 
T.ea

of 
London 

Highlands Performing Arts Center 507 Chestnut Street 
Tickets available online: www.highlandspac.org or www.highlandsperformingarts.com at the door 

Bringing in another year offers all of  
us the opportunity to review last 
year’s finances. A fresh look at our 

finances is beneficial and can be an eye 
opening experience.

The Tax Cuts and Jobs Act (TCJA) 
went into effect in 2018 so most taxpay-
ers are well aware of  the impact that had 
on their 2018 income tax returns. For 
the most part the same rules applied to 
the 2018 tax returns will also apply for 
the 2019 returns. If  you realized that not 
enough tax was paid throughout the year 
you may have been left wondering what 
changes you should make so that doesn’t 
happen again. While it is too late to make 
any changes for 2019, you can make some 
changes for 2020 and stop the cycle of  
owing the IRS and State.

Starting in 2020, the IRS has a new 
Employee’s Withholding Certificate 
(Form W-4). This is the form that em-
ployees complete and provide to their em-
ployer that lets the employer know certain 
information about the employee such as 
whether the employee is single or married 
or head of  household. All of  this infor-
mation given on the Form W-4 helps the 
employer know how much tax to withhold 
from the employee’s paycheck. The form 

Seeing 20/20 in 2020
is simpler than it used to be 
in that it is no longer neces-
sary to figure out how many 
dependents or withholding ex-
emptions, you intend to claim. 
Some taxpayers in the past 
have indicated they are mar-
ried but want the employer to 
withhold tax at the single tax 
rates. That has disappeared 
from the new form and now 
if  you would like additional 
tax withheld one option is to 
mark a box indicating that you 
have multiple jobs or that you 
have a spouse who works. This 
will cause additional taxes to be taken out 
of  your regular paychecks so that you may 
avoid owing taxes at year end.

For the 2018 tax returns after the TCJA 
went into effect, many taxpayers claimed 
they were receiving less in refunds or they 
had to pay for 2018 when in prior years they 
received refunds. Recent statistics from the 
IRS based upon tax returns filed during tax 
season 2019 indicate that the prior year av-
erage refund of  $2,778 decreased by only 
$49 for 2018 returns filed. The concerns 
over the tax act changes were not as much 

of  an issue as previously 
thought. The reasons some 
taxpayers owed for 2018 is 
likely due to the elimination 
of  certain deductions as well 
as the elimination of  deduc-
tions for dependents.

	 Another thing 
to contemplate for 2020 is 
whether you are saving for 
retirement and if  so will it 
be adequate to support you 
when you retire? There are 
multiple types of  retirement 
plans that mostly carry an 
income tax advantage by re-

ducing taxable income thereby reducing 
overall tax. If  you have an employer-spon-
sored retirement plan, consider increas-
ing what you already contribute by a small 
percentage in the new year with the goal to 
meet at least what your employer matches 
for you. For an Individual Retirement Ac-
count (IRA) you have until April 15, 2020 
or the filing date of  your 2019 tax return 
to make a contribution. The contributions 
for 2019 for an IRA are $6,000 for wage 
earners and self-employed individuals with 
a $500 catch-up contribution for taxpayers 

Robbin Brophy, EA

over the age of  50. Should you receive a 
year end bonus from your employer, con-
sider setting some of  that aside to fund 
an IRA contribution. Most IRA contribu-
tions are tax deductible although there are 
income limitations and other limits relat-
ing to whether you and your spouse have 
access to an employer-sponsored plan. 

	 Finally, throughout my career 
I have seen many instances of  a lack of  
planning for death. While that is an un-
comfortable topic for most of  us the fact 
remains we all will die someday (death and 
taxes are the only absolutes). Consider 
meeting with an estate planning attorney 
to have a Will and possibly a Trust setup 
to ensure that your finances and assets 
are protected when you die. Failing to ad-
equately prepare for this can end up eating 
into the inheritance of  beneficiaries due 
to legal, accounting fees and court costs.

• Robbin Brophy is an enrolled agent, li-
censed by the US Dept of  the Treasury to rep-
resent taxpayers before the IRS for audits, collec-
tions and appeals. She is currently accepting new 
clients for tax preparation, based on the principles 
of  professionalism, responsiveness and quality for 
each client. Call (828)558-4300.

Don’t let the lack of leaves scare you. 
Join the Highlands Nature Center on 
Tuesday, January 28th from 1-2 p.m. 
for our Nature 101: Bark & Branches 
event to learn how to identify common 
trees in the winter. We will review a few 
tricks before exploring the Botanical 
Gardens and putting our sleuthing skills 
to work. All are welcome to partici-
pate in this free event at the Highlands 
Nature Center, 930 Horse Cove Road. 
The Highlands Biological Station is a 
multi-campus center of Western Caro-
lina University. For more information, 
please call (828) 526-2623.

‘Bark & Branches’ 
Jan. 28 at the 
Nature Center

Jan. 28



•Word Matter•

Bud Katz
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The question hit so hard 
that on some level I ac-
tually felt it. I know the 

person who asked the ques-
tion. It’s someone I respect, 
even admire; someone I hold 
in high regard. 

“Why should I care about 
poor people?”

The question deserves an 
answer. 

Forget Judeo-Christian 
platitudes. Instead, let’s examine that ques-
tion through a lens of  pragmatism.

Our capitalist system is aimed at re-
warding capital risk, as well as hard and 
smart work. That said, no successful entre-
preneur does it alone. He or she relies on 
a dedicated, competent, fairly compensated 
labor force. 

We hear a lot about income and wealth 
inequality. We hear the wealthiest 1% in the 
U.S. now own more than the bottom 90%. 
This datapoint comes from a so-called 
‘think tank’ representing those in public life 
who like to opine about the unfairness of  it 
all. It does nothing at all to address the root 
causes of  poverty, and doesn’t put a calorie 
into, or a blanket over, the mouth or body 
of  a poor person. 

Poverty has a lot to do with ZIP codes, 
in other words, it matters where someone 
grows up. It also has a lot to do with lack 
of  a quality education, the unavailability 
of  health care, no access to employment. 
In other words, an absence of  genuine op-
portunity. 

So, back to the question at hand; why 
should we care about poor people? Well, 
one reason might have to do with easy ac-
cess nearly anyone has to obtaining a fire-
arm. There are approximately 393 million 
guns, both legal and illegal, in the U.S. That 
amounts to 125 guns for every 100 men, 
women and children. A poor person, a hun-
gry person, a sick person, a person so dis-
couraged, so unhealthy, so literally unseen 
my most not poor people – a person who 
feels he or she has nothing to lose – might 
find it easier to obtain a firearm in order to 
survive, then to beg on the streets. 

Another reason might be that we, the 
not poor people, already pay to keep poor 
people healthy. Maybe if  we could figure 
out how to cover everyone’s basic health 
care needs, including poor people, without 
the health insurance industry raking off  
perhaps a third of  every health care dol-

Who Cares About Poor People?
lar, poor people might become 
healthier, less discouraged, 
more employable. It’s hard to 
imagine the same country who 
put men on the moon can’t fig-
ure this out. 

A third reason for us to 
care about poor people has to 
do with education. Over time, 
we’ve allowed our once world-
class education system to fall 
into catastrophic disrepair. We 

don’t pay our teachers enough and we’re 
losing them to higher paying careers. We 
don’t consider the sizable number of  sub-
sistence-level families with two low-paid, 
wage earning parents, who can’t see a path 
away from overcrowded, underfunded 
schools for their children. 

These children will grow into young 
adults who won’t attend college, won’t 
qualify for better jobs, won’t be able to pro-
vide for their own families. In short, they 
will have no shot at whatever still passes for 
the American Dream. The cycle continues.

Sadly, much of  America is no longer 
empathetic when it comes to the survival 
needs, never mind the hopes and dreams 
of  others. Many can’t help in any tangible 
way, but many others can; they simply don’t 
care to. I call these people zero-sum Ameri-
cans. If  someone else has or receives help, 
typically someone other than them person-
ally, or their cohort, then that’s something 
they don’t have and therefore don’t want 
others to have. 

The original question turned out to 
be rhetorical. It wasn’t dismissive or disre-
spectful. It was asked in order to stimulate 
a conversation about how individuals with 
a mind for solving problems and a heart for 
helping others, could help close the gap be-
tween the super-rich and abject poor. For 
me, it’s a simple calculation. All it takes is 
a political apparatus that really, truly wants 
to fix something that’s broken, and solve a 
real problem. 

Help ensure children at all levels have 
a home and feel safe within it, have enough 
decent food to eat, have access to a qual-
ity public education that prepares them for 
a competitive future, receive fundamental 
health care without insurance skimming a 
trillion or more from the system, to breathe 
clean air and drink clean water, and, finally, 
to live without fear. 

In my humble opinion, this is an excel-
lent place to start.

THE FARM AT OLD EDWARDS
828.787.2620 or 828.787.2619
OldEdwardsInn.com/HughAcheson

Chef, restaurateur and author, Hugh Acheson of 5&10 restaurant in 
Athens, GA—as well as Empire State South and the new By George in 
Atlanta— will be at The Farm cooking up his favorite dishes. Hugh has 
developed a style of his own, forging together the beauty of the South 

with the fl avors of Europe. Join us for a delicious evening!  

Hugh Acheson Saturday, 
February 22

The Highlands Performing Arts Cen-
ter will screen, captured live via Satellite, 
the National Theatre of London’s produc-
tion of All My Sons on Saturday, January 
18th at 1 pm. 

Academy Award-winner Sally Field 
(Steel Magnolias, Forest Gump, Brothers & 
Sisters) and Bill Pullman (The Sinner, Inde-
pendence Day) star in Arthur Miller’s blis-
tering drama All My Sons, filmed live from 
The Old Vic in London.

It’s America, 1947. Despite hard 
choices and even harder knocks, Joe and 
Kate Keller are a success story. They have 
built a home, raised two sons and estab-
lished a thriving business. But nothing lasts 
forever and their contented lives, already 
shadowed by the loss of their eldest boy 
to war, are about to shatter. 

With the return of a figure from the 
past, long buried truths are forced to the 
surface and the price of their American 
dream is laid bare. 

National Theatre of London’s ‘All my 
sons’ live via satellite Jan. 18 at PAC

Tickets are available online: 
www.highlandspac.org or www.
highlandsperformingarts.com or at 
the door at 507 Chestnut Street.
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White Glove Delivery Throughout The Southeast & Beyond

Complete Home Furnishings

2089 Dillard Road, Highlands  |  2 miles from Main Street  |  828-526-5577  |  www.summerhousehighlands.com

MONDAY –  SATURDAY
9 AM –  5 PM

GET YOUR PATIO & DECK ORDERS IN NOW FOR SPRING DELIVERY!

526-5999
Located at 680 N. 4th. St., Highlands

Carrying a wide variety of  
natural products for your  

Mind, Body & Home.
Open Mon.-Sat. 9a to 5:30p

Organic Fresh Juices & Smoothies  
and Salads “On the Go!”
Open Mon.-Sat. 9a to 5p

...VOTER ID continued from page 1

Advertising in Highlands  
Newspaper or on line at 
www.highlandsinfo.com 

WORKS!
For information email

highlandseditor@aol.com

Cooper – filed in North Carolina’s Middle 
District, is one of  at least two current law-
suits challenging the state’s voter ID law.

The president of  the North Caro-
lina NAACP chapter, the Rev. T. Anthony 
Spearman, said during a news conference 
Friday that the group is “overjoyed that the 
federal court will intervene to halt this il-
legal photo ID” law. He called the law “the 
latest bad faith attempt in a string of  failed 
efforts by the North Carolina General As-
sembly to impede the right to vote of  Af-
rican Americans and Latinos in this state.”

While as of  today, no Voter ID will be 
required for the March Primary, that could 
change for the November general election, 
pending a successful appeal. The North 
Carolina Republican Party immediately 
issued a statement calling on the North 
Carolina State Attorney General’s Office to 
issue and appeal of  the decision. 

Democratic Attorney General Josh 
Stein’s office issued a statement saying it 

would review the court’s decision to issue 
a temporary injunction before deciding 
whether or not an appeal would be appro-
priate, but believes that the state will chal-
lenge the ruling in an appeal. 

North Carolina’s Voter ID debate be-
gan in 2013 when lawmakers passed the first 
law requiring a photo identification card be 
presented at the polls. Over the next seven 
years, there has been back and forth and le-
gal challenges on the law. In 2016, a federal-
ists’ appeals court ruled that the 2013 law 
“targeted African Americans with almost 
surgical precision” and “imposes cures for 
problems that did not exist.” 

After the federal court’s appeal of  the 
state law, lawmakers made the move to put 
the vote on the ballot to let North Carolina 
voters decide. In 2018, just over half, about 
55 percent, of  North Carolina voters ap-
proved a state constitutional amendment 
that would require photo ID to vote. 

The legal battle continued, as North 
Carolina Democratic Governor Roy Coo-
per vetoed the bill in December 2018 claim-
ing the amendment would disenfranchise 
the state’s minority, poor and elderly voters. 
With the majority in the state Legislature, 
Republicans overrode Cooper’s veto and 
Voter ID became law of  the land… until the 
most recent federal interference. 

North Carolina is the only state in the 
southwest portion of  the country without 
some sort of  Voter ID requirement and 
while in the south, North Carolina is in the 
minority for not having some sort of  re-
quirement, there are 18 states in the country 
that do have a photo ID requirement and 
another 16 states that require identification, 
albeit not a photo. 

As it stands, voters will NOT have to 
show a photo ID for the March 3 primary, 
but all of  that could change prior to the No-
vember General Election, so stay tuned! 



Page 12 - Highlands Newspaper - Thurs., Jan. 16, 2020 - 828-200-1371

•Highlands Area Events•
Ongoing
• Movies at the Playhouse Fri & Sat 1, 

4, 7; Sun. 1 & 4; Tues-Thurs 1, 4, 7. 
• Ice Skating at K-H Founders Park 

– Thurs,. 1-8p; Fri. & Sat 1-10p; Sun. 1-5p..
• The Bascom is open Friday - Mon-

day 10am-5pm (Sundays 12pm - 5pm). 
Visitors are welcome to enjoy the newly 
updated Story Walk Trail throughout the 
week.

• At the Highlands Recreation Dept. 
pool. Public Swim Monday-Thursday 11a-
7p Friday and Saturday 11a-6p and Sun-
day 1-6p.

• Fibber Magee’s Clothing Thrift 
Store on Laurel Street is open Tues.-Fri-
day 10a to 4p and on Saturday from 10a 
to 2p.

First Mondays
• Shortoff Baptist Church non-de-

nominational Men’s Mtg at 7p.
Mondays
• At the Rec Park, Dance2Fit classes 

with Tori Schmitt at 5:30pm.
Mon.-Wed.
• Hip Hop classes with Tori Schmitt 

5:30-6:30. 
Mon. & Thurs.
• The Joy Program at HUMC 11:30a 

to 1:30p. Includes a free lunch and a va-
riety of programs and games. All seniors 
are welcome. For more info, call Kristy 

Lewis at 526-3376.
Mon. & Fri.
• Gentle Yoga at the Rec park at 9:15-

10:15 a.m.. All levels welcome.
Mon., Wed., Fri.
• Heart Healthy Exercise Class 

Monday, Wednesday and Friday 8:30am-
9:30am. 

• Step Aerobics with Tina Rogers 
8-9a.

Mon., Wed., Thurs.
• Pickle Ball at the Recreation De-

partment Gym 10:30am -1pm
Tuesdays
• FREE Community Table Dinner at 

the Community Bldg. at 6p. 
• The Highlands Writers Group 

meets Tuesday, at 3pm in the downstairs 
boardroom at The Bascom. Writers at 
all levels of proficiency are welcome. For 
additional information, contact Bud Katz, 
828-526-3190 or budandlynn@me.com.

• The Humanist Discussion Group 
meets from 10:30-11:30 am in the Meet-
ing Room at the back of the Hudson Li-
brary. 

Third Tuesday
• The Macon County Poultry club 

meets to discuss topics related to raising 
backyard chickens. For more information 
please call 828-349-2046 or 828-369-
3916.

• Highlands Area Indivisible Group 
meets at 5 pm in the Meeting Room at 
the back of the Hudson Library.

Tuesday and Thursdays
• At the Rec Park, Dance2Fit with 

Tori Schmitt at 7:30am.
• Exercise Class with Michelle Lane 

at 5:30. A combination class with many 
different styles of exercise at Rec Park.

Wednesdays
• At Community Bible Church, 

5-5:30p - Dinner – Free (Donations Ap-
preciated) 5:45-7p - G.R.O.W. Get Real 
on Wednesdays – Classes offered on 
money management, addiction, discov-
ering your spiritual gifts and personality 
type, studying the bible, evangelism, par-
enting, marriage, grief, and more. All are 
welcome! Visit www.cbchighlands.com. 

• Power Flow Yoga with Nalicia Allio 
a certified Yoga Instructor 12-1pm and 
6:30-7:30pm. 

First Wednesdays
• Family Movies at the Hudson Li-

brary at 3:30pm. Call 828-526-3031 for 
titles.

3rd Wednesdays
• Recently released movies at Hud-

son Library at 2pm. Call 828-526-3031 
for titles.

Wed. & Fri.
• Highlands/Cashiers Alcoholics 

Anonymous “Open Meetings” are for 
anyone who thinks they may have a drink-
ing problem or for anyone interested in 
the A.A. recovery program. Open meet-
ings are held in Highlands @ the 1st Pres-
byterian Church, 471 Main St., at noon. 
And held six times a week in Cashiers at 
the Church of the Good Shepherd, Rte 
107, Cashiers. For meeting times in Ca-
shiers go to website www.aawnc80.org 
or call (828) 349-4357.

• Duplicate Bridge 12-4pm at Rec 
Park.

Thursdays
• Storytime at Hudson Library, 10:40 

am. Open to the public
• NAMI Support Group for individu-

als dealing with mental illness and the 
family members of individuals dealing 
with these challenges from 7 – 8:15pm 
at First United Methodist Church Out 
Reach Center on West Main Street in 
Franklin Call Donita (828) 526-9510.

• Hip Hop classes with Tori Schmitt 
at 6:30-7:30 at the Rec Park.

2nd Thursdays
• Sapphire Valley Needlepoint Guild 

meets at the Highlands Rec Park at 10 
a.m. 

3rd Thursdays
• Kidney Smart Classes in Franklin: 

from 4:30-6pm, Angel Medical Center, 
Video Conference Room, 3rd Floor, 120 
Riverview St. Contact Majestic 828-369-
9474.

• Highlands Town Board meeting at 
7p in the Community Building on US 64 
east and Poplar Street.

4th Thursday
• At the Hudson Library, Kids Zone 

LEGO Club. Intended primarily for kids in 
grades 1-5, LEGO Club allows creativity 
and STEM skills to develop together as 
kids enjoy making LEGO creations. 

Fri., Jan. 17
• The High Mountain Squares will 

host their “Rags to Riches Dance,” Fri-
day night, from 6:15 to 8:45 PM at the 
Robert C Carpenter Community Build-
ing, GA Road (441 South), Franklin, NC. 
Mr Randy Ramsey from Royston, GA will 
be the caller. We dance Western Style 
Square Dancing, main/stream and plus 
levels. We will start classes February 3rd. 
Everyone is welcome. For information 

The African Children’s Choir returns to CBC on January 24

The African Children’s Choir will perform Friday at the Community Bible Church at 6:30 p.m. highlighting their new program 
“Just As I Am.” The children melts the hearts of  audiences with their charming smiles, beautiful voices and lively African songs 
and dances. The program features well-loved children’s songs, traditional Spirituals and Gospel favorites. Concerts are free and 
open to all. A free-will offering is taken at the performance to support African Children’s Choir programs, such as education, 
care and relief  and development programs. No tickets. Donations appreciated.
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call: 828-787-2324, 828-332-0001, 727-
599-1440 or 706-746-5426.

Sat., Jan. 18 
• The Nantahala Hiking Club will 

take a rambling moderate 4-mile hike 
around Wallace Branch, up the Bartram 
Trail, across a stream to a lovely trail 
through the pines and coming back on 
a Forest Service road, elevation change 
500 ft. Meet at 9:30 at Westgate Plaza in 
Franklin, drive 6 miles round trip. Call 
leader Irene Brewi, 772-263-3478, for 
reservations. Visitors welcome.

Fri., Jan. 24
• The African Children’s Choir re-

turns to CBC at 6:30 p.m. For the pro-
gram, “Just as I am.” Free but donations 
accepted.

Sat., Jan. 25
• Fireside chat and book signing 

with Bitter Southerners and Chefs at 
Art’s at the Lodge, noon to 2 p.m. Open 
to the public. 

• Chefts in the House at Half-Mile 
Farm. Chef Joe Kindred of Kindred and 
Steven Satterfild of Miller Union. Re-
serve Dinner Seats by calling 828-787-
2635 or 828-787-2816.

• The Nantahala Hiking Club will 
take a moderate-to-strenuous 4-mile 
hike up Rabun Bald, elevation change 
900 ft., on the Georgia Bartram Trail, 
hiking from Beegum Gap to the sum-
mit (second highest point in Georgia) 
and to a platform with 360 views of 
the surrounding area. Meet at Smoky 
Mtn. Visitor Center at 10 a.m. Drive 40 
miles round trip. Call leader Gail Lehm-
an, 524-5298, for reservations. Visitors 
welcome.

Sat., Feb. 1
• The Nantahala Hiking Club will 

take a moderate 4-mile hike to Siler 
Bald on the Appalachian Trail, elevation 
change 700 ft., for 360-degree views of 
Wayah Bald, Winesprings and a glimpse 
of Nantahala Lake. Meet at Westgate 
Plaza at 10 am, drive 24 miles round trip. 
Call leader Robert Barnable, 369-1565, 
for reservations. Visitors welcome.

Sat., Feb.8
• The Nantahala Hiking Club will 

take a moderate-to-strenuous 7-mile 
hike, elevation change 900 ft., from 
Long Branch to Rock Gap in the Stand-

ing Indian Recreational Area, starting at 
the backcountry parking lot, up Long 
Branch to the Appalachian Trail at Glass-
mine Gap, then north to Rock Gap, and 
returning by a Forest Service Road. 
Meet at Westgate Plaza in Franklin at 
11 am, Drive 32 miles round trip. Call 
leader Katharine Brown, 421-4178, for 
reservations. Visitors and dogs on leash 
are welcome.

Sat., Feb.15
• The Nantahala Hiking Club will 

take a strenuous 8-mile hike, elevation 
change 1100 ft., from Camp Branch to 
the Bartram Trail, then down Locust 
Tree Branch, a loop exploration of very 

•Highlands Area Events•

The Highlands Performing Arts Center will screen, captured live via Satel-
lite, the National Theatre of London’s production of All My Sons on Saturday, 
January 18th at 1 pm. 

Academy Award-winner Sally Field (Steel Magnolias, Forest Gump, Broth-
ers & Sisters) and Bill Pullman (The Sinner, Independence Day) star in Arthur 
Miller’s blistering drama All My Sons, filmed live from The Old Vic in London.

It’s America, 1947. Despite hard choices and even harder knocks, Joe and 
Kate Keller are a success story. They have built a home, raised two sons and es-
tablished a thriving business. But nothing lasts forever and their contented lives, 
already shadowed by the loss of their eldest boy to war, are about to shatter. 

With the return of a figure from the past, long buried truths are forced to 
the surface and the price of their American dream is laid bare. 

Tickets are available online: www.highlandspac.org or www.highlands-
performingarts.com or at the door. Highlands Performing Arts, 507 Chestnut 
Street, Highlands NC

National Theatre of London’s ‘All my 
sons’ live via satellite Jan. 18 at PAC

Sally Field in “All My Sons.” 		   – Photo by: Johan Persson Don’t let the lack of leaves scare 
you. Join the Highlands Nature 
Center on Tuesday, January 28th 
from 1-2 p.m. for our Nature 101: 
Bark & Branches event to learn 
how to identify common trees in 
the winter. We will review a few 
tricks before exploring the Botani-
cal Gardens and putting our sleuth-
ing skills to work. All are welcome 
to participate in this free event at 
the Highlands Nature Center, 930 
Horse Cove Road. The Highlands 
Biological Station is a multi-campus 
center of Western Carolina Univer-
sity. For more information, please 
call (828) 526-2623.

‘Bark & Branches’ 
Jan. 28 at the 
Nature Center

old logging roads. Meet at Westgate Plaza 
at 9 am, drive 16 miles round trip. Call 
leader Gail Lehman, 524-5298, for reser-
vations. Visitors welcome. 

Sat., Feb. 22
• At The Farm at OEI, Chef, res-

taurateur and author Hugh Acheson 
of 5&10 in Athens, GA. For more in-
formation, call 787-2620 or 787-2619 

Sun. Feb.23
• The Nantahala Hiking Club will take 

a strenuous 6-mile hike, elevation change 
1000 ft., on the Bartram Trail from Wallace 
Branch to William’s Pulpit for lunch with 
a great view of Albert Mtn., then to a spur 
of a Forest Service road, and bushwhack-
ing up to Gibson Ridge, scrambling over 

and through blow downs to return by 
the Bartram trail. Meet at Westgate Pla-
za at 11:00 am, drive 6 miles round trip. 
Call leader Katharine Brown, 421-4178, 
for reservations. Visitors welcome, also 
dogs, but be aware that water is scarce 
on the trail. 

• The Nantahala Hiking Club will 
take an easy 1.5 mile hike, elevation 
change 200 ft., on Lakeside Trail, around 
the Sheriff ’s department and through 
the Environmental Resources Center 
to see if there are wildflowers begin-
ning to appear. Meet at the Health Dept. 
on Lakeside Drive at 2:00 pm. Call lead-
er Kathy Ratcliff, 526-6480 for reserva-
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330 Dillard 
Road

Above
Highlands 
Decorating 

Center

828-526-4192

Taylor Barnes Spa
• Therapeutic Massage
• Age Defying Facials

• Euphoric Feet & 
Reflexology

• Tuscan Wine Body 
Polish

• Personal Training
Taylor Barnes Salon

• Color, Cuts, 
• Make-up
• Up-Dos

• Hair Extensions
• Manicures
• Pedicures

\!DRY SINK
� H I G H LAN O I, NC 

h
The Dry Sink Main Street Higlands, NC 

Milton Ready, Professor 
Emeritus of  History at 
UNC Asheville, lives and 
writes amidst the beauty of  
western North Carolina. Au-
thor of  regional histories, 
fiction, and essays, Milton 
attended both Rice and the 
University of  Houston be-
fore earning a PhD from the 
University of  Georgia. His 
work is informed by a child-
hood spent in rural, rough 
knuckle Texas, a stint in the 
Army, and a love for the his-
tory of  humble places.

 Faith of Our Mothers
By Milton Ready
Contributor

I grew up in Texas in a kind-
of  Baptist family, Missionary 
one year, Free Will another, 

Independent at times, and by 
default, Southern, but always 
with distinctions. Baptists have 
those, you know. Yet my Moth-
er forever reminded me that, as 
a Texas Baptist, we weren’t like 
“the others.” Sooner or later we 
were going to take over Texas 
and then the world, just as soon 
as a good Texas Baptist like Ted 
Cruz became President. Maybe 
next time. 

What did it mean to be a 
Texas Baptist? No fuzziness in 
Mom’s thinking. Evolution? A 
bunch of  hooey. Think creation-
ism instead but you had to dis-
tinguish between several kinds, 
quick, seven-day, timeless, and 
don’t worry about intelligent de-
sign since I wasn’t. Baptism? Full 
immersion in a flowing stream. 

Sunday School? That happened 
every day of  the week at home. 
Original sin? When I asked her 
for an explanation, she reminded 
me that my constant questioning 
proved its existence. 

Although my Mother only 
went to the sixth grade, she eas-
ily explained theodicy to me, the 
philosophy of  why there was so 
much “bad” in the world and its 
justification. A college professor 
later clarified my mother’s theory. 
Her answer? My father. 

In Texas, Dad might be called 
“one helluva fella,” a hard work-
ing, hard drinking, blaspheming, 
and Willie Nelson son-of-a gun. 
Yet why could Dad do all those 
things and I couldn’t? Simple. He 
was “an Assemblyman,” not a 
Texas Baptist, and, like many of  
“the others,” he would transgress 
on Saturday night, seek forgive-
ness on Sundays, and be revived 
in their spirits and redemptive in 
their actions until next Friday’s 

payday. 
Sinners, my Mother main-

tained, made the best preachers 
and witnesses but not Sunday 
school teachers. My Mother bat-
tled Dad for 55 years with undy-
ing love, forgiveness, and the con-
stant commandments, especially 
the first two, until he became a 
genuine Texas Baptist. He never 
had a chance.

Why all this about my Moth-
er and Texas Baptists? In a time 
when we all wring our hands and 
fret about the declining state of  
Christianity, about how fewer at-
tend church on Sundays or any-
time, about the dissolution of  the 
family and of  morality in general, 
and about why our children do 
not follow the faith of  their fa-
thers, I always, always return to 
that of  my Mother’s. Whether ro-
manticized or realized, sanitized 
or sanctified, whether memed in 
my mind or hymned in my heart, 
my Mother, the stoic Swede that 
she was, somehow managed to 
provide all her boisterous, mis-
chievous boys with nutritious 
meals, a Scandinavian clean if  
sparse home, and even a little dol-
lop of  social responsibility along 
with passages from her Swedish 
Bible, den heliga Biblen, the older 
Gustav Vasa version. I still have 
that Biblen.

My Mother lived through the 
Great Depression, World War II, 
Korea, Sputnik, the atomic bomb, 
and the eternal threat of  Com-
munism. Oh, yes, she found more 
leisure opportunities than ever in 
the 1950s, mainly a car to drive, 
soaps on TV, and cafeterias on 
Sunday after church. Moreover, 
she weathered such cultural shifts 
as the pill, sex, drugs, rock and 
roll, and the anti-Christ himself, 
Elvis, all without threatening her 

faith. You see, Mom knew that 
you were not born a Christian, 
you learned Christianity main-
ly from your parents and your 
church. 

As Margaret Thatcher of  
England once noted, the big-
gest threat to the survival of  the 
church came not from external 
forces both social, political, and 
cultural, but from the failure of  
one generation to pass on its spir-
itual assets to the next. 

Yet in order to secure that 
transmission from one generation 
to another requires just a bit of  
insistence and supervision, per-
haps even a little bit of  friendly 
persuasion, and the subordina-
tion of  an individual to a family, 
group, or congregation. That’s 
difficult yet indispensable. Still, 
it’s not something wildly popular 
in an age that celebrates the indi-
vidual. 

My mother uncomplainingly 
worked almost daily as well, tak-
ing any job from waiting tables 
to working an evening shift at a 
local plant, all to keep the family 
together since Dad’s construc-
tion jobs came and went. Did the 
competitiveness of  a capitalistic, 
free-for-all, Social Darwinist so-
ciety outside the home intimidate 
her? The brawling, belt-buckle 
masculinity of  rural Texas change 
her? Did my Father? Her doubt-
ing Thomas sons? Did her fra-
gility and soft nature make her 
more vulnerable to a “reality” 
outside our hermetic home? Did 
all her son’s accomplishments 
and degrees threaten her in any 
way? Did she think “the pill,” sex, 
drugs, Elvis, communism, TV, 
the atom bomb, and rock and roll 
harbingered “end times?” Not re-
ally. 

Mom’s generation lived 

through the Great Depression, 
World War II, Korea, Sputnik, 
and all the changes therefrom, 
but, to her, it was simply an im-
perfect age leading to a more 
perfect one. You see, my Mother 
was a post-millennialist, some-
one who believed that you had 
to make a better world through 
universal love before Christ 
came again to reign for a thou-
sand years. She couldn’t be a pes-
simist if  she tried, nor, through 
her faith, or even throughout a 
depressing year of  political up-
heaval. 

The African Children’s Choir at CBC Jan. 24
The African Children’s Choir will perform Friday at the Community Bible Church at 6:30 p.m. highlighting 
their new program “Just As I Am.” The children melts the hearts of  audiences with their charming smiles, 
beautiful voices and lively African songs and dances. The program features well-loved children’s songs, tra-
ditional Spirituals and Gospel favorites. Concerts are free and open to all. A free-will offering is taken at the 
performance to support African Children’s Choir programs, such as education, care and relief  and develop-
ment programs. No tickets. Donations appreciated.
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...CANDIDATES
 continued from page 1

OPEN 7 DAYS 
Mon-Thurs: • 11a to 5p 

Fri-Sat: 10:30a to 5:30p 
Sun: 12-5p

828-482-1609
330 Main St. 

Highlands

Craving new flavors?
Check out our Recipe Cards for 

new takes on old favorites and new 
creations you can call your own!
Try, Kickin’ Korean BBQ Ramen.

Required spices from TS&TE and those 
from the grocer are listed in easy to 

follow step-by-step instructions on the 
back of the recipe cards.

Call to book a group cooking class 
with Rachel!

including that an absentee request form is 
only valid if  returned to the county board 
by the voter, the voter’s near relative, legal 
guardian or Multi-partisan Assistance Team 
(MAT); forms cannot be emailed or faxed; 
and, if  a voter needs help completing the 
request form due to blindness, disability or 
inability to read or write and a relative or 
legal guardian is not available, they can get 
help from another person, who must list 
their name and address on the form.

Voters who submit a valid request will 
receive a ballot from their county board 
of  elections. The materials will include de-
tailed instructions on how to complete and 
return the ballot.

Beginning next week, Highlands 
Newspaper will begin profiling candidates 
who will appear on the March 3 primary 
for local elections including Macon County 
Board of  Commissioners, District Court 
Judge, US House of  Representative Dis-
trict 11, and North Carolina Senate District 
50. 

While there are several local elections 
on the ballot this March, state offices are 
cluttered with candidates. 

United States Senate Thom Tillis 
will face three Republican challengers on 
the primary ballot including Paul Wright, 
Sharon Hudson, and Larry Holmquist. 
Democrats running for the same seat who 
will face-off  in the primary include Trevor 
Fuller, Steve Swenson, Cal Cunningham, 
Atul Goel, and Erica Smith. 

Incumbent Democratic Governor 
Roy Cooper will have a primary opponent 
in Ernest Reeves and Republicans vying 
for a spot on the November ballot include 
Holly Grange and Dan Forest.

With current Lt. Governor Dan For-
est running for Governor, the Lt. Gov 
post has more than a dozen Democrats 
and Republicans facing off  during the pri-
mary. Republicans include Mark Robinson, 
Deborah Cochran, Andy Wells, Greg Geb-
hardt, Renee Ellmers, Scott Stone, Buddy 
Bengel, John Ritter, and Mark Johnson. 
Democrats are Bill Toole Terry Van Duyn, 
Yvonne Lewis Holley, Chaz Beasley, Allen 
Tomas, and Ron Newton. 

Democrat Incumbent Attorney Gen-
eral Josh Stein does not have a primary, 
however Republicans challenging him in-
clude Jim O’Neil, Sam Hayes, and Chris-
tine Mumma. 

One-stop, in-person early voting for 
the March 3 primary begins Thursday, Feb. 
13 and runs through Saturday, Feb. 29.
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January Sales Extravaganza!
2 Days Only

Fri. & Sat., Jan. 17 & 18 • 10a-4p
at Mountain Findings Thrift Shop

Showrooms full of great NEWLY DONATED items

(cash or check only)

Highlands School Winter Sport Teams LEFT: VARSITY BOYS – Connor 
Briggs-0, Lane Tingen-1, Reid Carrier-2, 
Brent Sleight-3, Taj Roman-4, Logan 
Petrone-10, Patrick woods-13, Bill Mill-
er-15, Ethan Tate-20, Gig Chalker-21, 
Dillon Schmitt-22, Nick Tucci-Caselli-23, 
Collin Stoltzfus-30

LOWER LEFT: VARSITY GIRLS 
– Reese Schmitt-2, Julia May Schmitt-4, 
Bella Branham-5, Lilly Kate Bryson-10, 
Hayley Boring-12, Beatrice Bryson-15, 
Ava Schmitt-20, Bailey Shcmitt-21, Jeslyn 
Head-22, Jordan Carrier-23, Brooklynn 
Houston-24, Ezra Branham-32, Kedra 
McCall-40, Managers Madi Webb and 
Sayla Roman 

BELOW: JV BOYS – Mason Stoltzfus-1, 
Win Dyleski-3, Jeffrey Olvera-5, Mason 
Taylor-10, Trevor Reese-12, Davis In-
gate-13, JJ Postell-22, Nathan Keener-23, 
James Earp-25, Lawson Shuler-30, Bran-
don Moss-42, Danny Lopez-4

UPCOMING GAMES

THURS., JAN. 16
MS BASKETBALL 

HOME VS TOWNS COUNTY 
MSG 4:30 MSB 5:45

FRI., JAN. 17
HS BASKETBALL @ ROSMAN 

JVB 5:00P, VG 6:15P, 
VB 7:45P

Photos by Brian O’Shea, Plateau Daily News
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Highlands School Winter Sport Teams

Sunday-Thursday, January through April
855-701-4182 | HalfMileFarm.com/LocalLove | OldEdwardsInn.com/LocalLove

Local ID required. Plus tax and gratuity. 

We
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We
Locals

We

Half-Mile Farm or Old Edwards Inn from $145 per night
20% off  at Madison’s • $125 Spa Treatments
25% off  at Acorns • $20 Fitness or Yoga Classes

50% off  the Sommelier’s Select wines with Dinner
at Madison’s Restaurant

�� H���-M��� F��� ��� O�� E������ I��
W����� S�������

TOP: MIDDLE SCHOOL BOYS – Lucas Ramos-2, Petyon Naron-3, JD Head-
4, Landon Green-10, Isaiah Vilardo-12, Wyatt Wilson-14, Jesus Mendoza-15, Jim 
DeDios-22, Brian Colmaneros-23, Cooper Hall-33, Harrison Gates-42, Sam Stiwin-
ter-44, Gavin Small-45, Henry Lopez-Manager 

RIGHT: JV GIRLS – Beatrice Bryson-3, Alyson Dayton-4, Adisyn Westendorf-5, 
Ashlynn Wilson-10, Liv Lewis-12, Kaylee Oakley -14, Emily Briggs-22, Brandy Za-
gal-24, Ezra Branham-30, Riley Conner-32

BOTTOM: MIDDLE SCHOOL GIRLS – Aislynn Luck-14, Alicia Chastain-24, 
Mackenzie Woods-12, Riley Logan-23, Abbie Doerter-11, Jaylin Raby-3, Hunter Con-
ner -20, Birdie Sherwood -21, Courtney Logan -15, Olivia Corbin-10, Raquel Stiles-22, 
Margaret Cole-5, Cayden Pierson-2, Heidi Doerter-10

Photos by Brian O’Shea, Plateau Daily News
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•Spiritually Speaking • Proverbs 3:5 • Places to Worship •
BLUE VALLEY BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Oliver Rice, Pastor (706) 782-3965

Sundays: School:10 a.m., Worship:11 
Sunday night services every 2nd & 4th Sunday at 7 

Wednesdays: Mid-week prayer meeting:7 p.m.
BUCK CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH

828-269-3546 • Rev. Jamie Passmore, Pastor
Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11 

CASHIERS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Rev. Wes Sharpe, Pastor 828-743-5298
Sundays: School at 9:30 Worship 10:30

Wednesday night Dinner and Service 5:30 
CHAPEL OF THE SKY

Sky Valley, GA • 706-746-2999 
Sundays: 10 a.m.:Worship 

Holy Communion 1st & 3rd Sundays 
CHRIST ANGLICAN CHURCH 

Rector: Jim Murphy, 252-671-4011 
464 US Hwy 64 east, Cashiers 

9:30a Sunday School; 10:30a Worship Service; Mon. 6p Bible 
Study & Supper in homes

CHRIST CHURCH OF THE VALLEY, CASHIERS
Pastor Brent Metcalf • 743-5470

Sun.10:45am, S.S 9:30am. Wed. 6pm supper and teaching.
Tues. Guys study 8am, Gals 10am.

CLEAR CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Jim Kinard

Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11a.m. 
1st & 3rd Sunday night Service: 7.p.m.

Wednesdays –Supper at 6 p.m. 
COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH
www.cbchighlands.com • 526-4685
3645 Cashiers Rd, Highlands, NC 

Sr. Pastor Gary Hewins  
Sun.: 9:30am: Sunday School10:30am: Middle & High School; 

10:45am: Child. Program,10: 45am: Worship
Wed.: 5pm Dinner ($7 adult, $2 child), 6pm CBC U.

COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH OF SKY VALLEY
706.746.3144• 696 Sky Valley Way #447, 

Pastor Gary Hewins
Worship: Sun. 9 a.m., with Holy Communion the 1st & 3rd 
Sun.; Tues: Community Supper 5:30 followed by Bible Study. 
EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF THE INCARNATION

Rev. W. Bentley Manning • 526-2968
Monday-Friday: Morning Prayer at 8:15a. Sundays: 8 am 

Holy Eucharist Rite I; 9 am Sunday School; 10:30 am Holy 
Eucharist Rite II. Childcare available at 10:30

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH HIGHLANDS
828-526-4153 • www.fbchighlands.org

Dr. Mark Ford, Pastor• 220 Main Street, Highlands 
Sun.:Worship 10:45 am; Sun.: Bible Study 9:30 am

Wed.: Men’s Bible Study 8:30 am; Choir 5p; Prayer Mtg 6:15p 
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Curtis Fussell & Emily Wilmarth, pastors 

526-3175 • fpchighlands.org
Sun.: Worship 8:30a Adult Ed.: 9:30a.m.; Worship 11 a.m.

Mondays: Men’s Prayer Group & Breakfast 8 a.m. 
Wed: Choir:6p

GOLDMINE BAPTIST CHURCH
(Off Franklin/Highlands Rd) 

Sunday School:10 am, Worship Service:11 am
GRACE COMMUNITY CHURCH OF CASHIERS

Non-Denominational-Contemporary Worship
242 Hwy 107N, 1/4 miles from Crossroads in Cashiers

www.gracecashiers.com • Pastor Steve Doerter: 743-9814
Services: Sundays 10am - Wed. - 7pm; Dinner - Wed. 6pm 

HAMBURG BAPTIST CHURCH
Hwy 107N. • Glenville, NC • 743-2729 • Nathan Johnson
Sunday: School 9:45a, Worship 11a & 7p, Bible Study 6p

Wed. Kidsquest 6p.; Worship 7p.
HIGHLANDS ASSEMBLY OF GOD

Randy Reed, Pastor828-421-9172 • 165 S. Sixth Street  
Sundays: Worship:11 

HIGHLANDS CENTRAL BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Dan Robinson

670 N. 4th Street (next to the Highlands Civic Center)
Sun.: Morning Worship 10:45a., Evening Worship, 6p. 

Wednesday: Prayer Service, 6:30 p.
HIGHLANDS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

Pastor Randy Lucas 526-3376
Sun: School 9:45a.; Worship 9:09,10:50.; Youth 5:30 p.

Wed: Supper: 5:15; youth, & adults activities: 6; Handbell 
rehearsal, 6:15; Choir Rehearsal 7. (nursery provided ); 7pm 

Intercessory Prayer Ministry 
HOLY FAMILY LUTHERAN CHURCH: ELCA

Chaplain Margaret Howell • 2152 Dillard Road • 526-9741
Sun: School and Adult discussion group 9:30 a.m.;  

Worship/Communion:10:30; Early-Bird Christmas Eve service of 
Lessons and Carols, Sunday, Dec. 22, 10:30 am. 

All are welcome.
HEALING SERVICE on the 5th Sunday of the month.

MACEDONIA BAPTIST CHURCH
8 miles south of Highlands on N.C. 28 S in Satolah

Pastor Zane Talley
Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11, Choir:6 p.m.

Wed: Bible Study and Youth Mtg.:7 p.m.
MOUNTAIN SYNAGOGUE

at St. Cyprian’s Episcopal Church, Franklin • 828-524-9463
MOUNTAIN BIBLE CHURCH 

743-2583 • Independent Bible Church 
Sun:10:30 a.m. at Big Ridge Baptist Church,  

4224 Big Ridge Road (4.5 miles from NC 107) 
Weds: Bible Study 6:30 p.m.; Youth Group 6 p.m. 

OUR LADY OF THE MOUNTAINS  
CATHOLIC CHURCH

Rev. Fr. Jason K. Barone – 526-2418
Mass: Thurs. 12:10; Fri. 9am; Sun: 11 a.m.

SCALY MOUNTAIN BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Marty Kilby

Sundays: School –10 a.m.; Worship –11 a.m. & 7 
Wednesdays: Prayer Mtg.:7 p.m.

SCALY MOUNTAIN CHURCH OF GOD
290 Buck Knob Road; Pastor Donald G. Bates • 526-3212
Sun.: School:10 a.m.; Worship:10:45 a.m.; Worship: 6 p.m.

SHORTOFF BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Rev. Andy Cloer 

Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11 a.m. 
Wednesdays: Prayer & Bible Study:6 p.m. 
ST. JUDE’S CATHOLIC CHURCH
Mass: Thurs. 9am, Fri., 11am; Sun. 9am 

THE CHURCH OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD
1448 Highway 107 S., Office: 743-2359 • Rev. Rob Wood
June-Sept: Sunday Services: Rite I, 8a, Rite II, 9:15 & 11a

Nursery available for Rite II services
Sept 6-Oct 25-Informal Evening Eucharist-5:30 p.m. 

Thursday: Noon Healing Service with Eucharist.
UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST FELLOWSHIP 

85 Sierra Drive, Franklin • uufranklin.org  
Sunday Worship - 11 a.m. 

WHITESIDE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Rev. Sam Forrester/Cashiers

Sunday School:10 am, Worship Service:11 am

John 3:16

 

Christians are called to live by grace. That means sal-
vation is by grace alone. Jesus in John 14:6 says “I 
am the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes 

to the Father except through Me.” There are no works that 
save your soul, only the grace of  God can save. In John 
14:15, we learn obedience to the commands of  God are a 
clear evidence of  salvation. It says nothing about a works 
salvation. It clearly lays the foundation for sanctification, 
which is the molding of  you into the image of  your Lord. 
There are those who take the position that since God’s 
love is not conditioned on my works or obedience, then 
I’m free to live anyway I please. That is not living by grace. 
It shows those who believe this don’t understand grace. 
What they call grace is really a caricature of  grace.

 Jesus says, if  you love Him, you will obey His com-
mands. To issue a command means to set up a direction 
for someone else to follow. We are told through His com-
mands what we are to do and not to do. That leaves no 
doubt for us to get bogged down in. The commands in 
the Bible provide us with a clear moral standard, a trusted 
standard.

 The opposite of  this trusted standard is found in situ-
ation ethics. That is where men evaluate their actions based 
on feelings instead of  a moral standard. Situation ethics 
knows of  no external, objective standard of  behavior. It 
responds to how things feel and what seems right at the 
moment. But what does the Bible tell us as Christians? It 
says “The heart is deceitful above all things and beyond 
cure” (Jeremiah 17:9). Feelings start in the heart, there-
fore it is dangerous to follow the heart. The Word of  God 
comes from Him alone and is secure, unlike the heart, and 
can be trusted, it never changes. 

 The danger Christians face in this is what Jerry Bridg-
es calls Christianized situation ethics. Through this false 
ethic many sinful acts have been committed in the name 
of  love. Christians have engaged in such things as illicit sex 
on the pretext they were acting in love toward someone 
who was lonely and in need. There have been people who 
had a loved one in pain and they wanted to help them die 
so they could be with Jesus. This is what happens even to 
Christians who fail to understand that love is learned only 
through God’s commands. God’s commands give us an 
objective standard and when we obey them it will guide us 
in the right direction in any and all of  the circumstances of  
life. Trust in God’s commands and in Jesus Christ, study 
the Bible and follow its wisdom and you will know the 
salvation of  your soul.

The Trusted Standard
“If  you love Me, you will keep My commands.” 

(John 14:15)

Pastor Sam Forrester
Whiteside Presbyterian Church, 
Cashiers



Owner/Stylist: Lisa L. Shearon
Stylist: Kristi Stockton

Stylist/Nail Tech: Kassie Vinson

Shear Elevations
225 Spring Street • Highlands

828-526-9477

•Police & Fire Reports•
Highlands Police entries from 

Jan. 4 Only the names of persons ar-
rested, issued a Class-3 misdemean-
or or public officials have been used.

Jan. 4
• At 6:46 p.m. officers responded to a 

motor vehicle accident at US 64 and Mir-

Owner/Stylist: Lacy Jane Villardo
Stylists: Heahter Escandon

Maggie Barden, Bri Field, Desiray Schmitt 
and Cali Smolarsky

Nail Tech: Jenna Schmitt
Massage Therapist: Brenda Lopez

Hair • Nails • Waxing • Tanning • Facials
Massages • Eyelash Extensions 

Walk-ins Welcome!

Upstairs and Across the Walkway at 
“Falls on Main” Highlands

Open at 9a Tues.-Sat. • 828-526-3939

~ Home Decor 
~ Gifts 

~ Jewelry
468 Carolina Way 

Highlands
(Between N. 4th & N. 5th)

828-526-3909
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...GUN continued from page 1

Open Everyday!

COREY JAMES GALLERY
& Estate Consignments

(828) 526-4818
On the corner of 3rd & Spring

ror Lake Road.
Jan. 7
• At 3:30 p.m., officers responded to 

a motor vehicle accident at South and 5th 
streets.

The Highlands Fire & Rescue log 
from Dec. 10.

Jan. 1
• At 1:21 p.m., the dept. provided mu-

tual aid to the Cashiers FD.
Jan. 2
• At 11:53 a.m., the dept. responded 

to a fire alarm at a residence on Cobb 
Road.

Jan. 3
• At 8:45 a.m., the dept. was first-re-

sponders to a residence on Shortoff Road.
• At 6:01 p.m., the dept. was first-

responders to a residence on Harbison 
Orchard Road.

Jan. 4
• At 7:59 p.m., the dept. responded to 

a motor vehicle accident on US 64 east.
Jan. 5
• At 9 p.m., the dept. responded to a 

call of a dumpster fire at a residence on 
Winterberry Court.

Jan. 7
• At 8:47 a.m., the dept. responded to 

a fire alarm at a location on NC 106.
• At 4:39 p.m., the dept. was first-re-

sponders to a residence on Clear Creek 
Road.

• At 5:29 p.m., the dept. was first-re-
sponders to a location on Pierson Drive.

Jan. 9
• At 3:02 p.m., the dept. was first-

responders to a residence on Sassafrass 
Gap Road.

Jan. 11
• At 3:39 p.m. , the dept. responded 

to a call of a gas leak at a residence on 
Ridgewood Road.

counties, cities and towns in Virginia alone 
have approved such resolutions.

The debate, however, isn’t a new one. 
Gun control advocates want to strengthen 
restrictions and include universal back-
ground checks; gun rights advocates want 
to ensure that their rights are not infringed 
upon in the process. 

A growing list of  counties in North 
Carolina are becoming Second Amend-
ment sanctuaries, and residents approached 
Macon County leaders during the public 
comment period of  the monthly board 
meeting Tuesday night. 

The already established sanctuaries are 
areas that have adopted resolutions where 
county leaders say they’re standing up for 
the Second Amendment and won’t enforce 
certain gun control measures. Many times, 
the moves are symbolic and show that of-
ficials plan to defy state or federal efforts to 
restrict gun rights. Cherokee County North 
Carolina was the first to pass such a resolu-
tion earlier last year. 

Cherokee County has ruled that it will 
“not authorize or appropriate government 
funds, resources, employees, agencies, con-
tractors, buildings, detention centers or of-
fices for the purpose of  enforcing or assist-
ing in the enforcement of  any element of  
such acts, laws, orders, mandates, rules or 
regulations, that infringe on the right by the 
people to keep and bear arms.” 

In theory, the declaration of  a gun 
sanctuary county or city shows that area 
supports the Second Amendment, how-
ever in practice, the declaration carries little 
to no weight. 

Most states such as Virginia who 
have had counties pass such resolutions 
are facing proposed state legislature that 
they believe would impose on their Sec-
ond Amendment right. North Carolina 
does not have any such laws proposed, but 
counties view themselves as taking a proac-
tive approach in case it was to happen. 

The Macon County Board of  Com-
missioners held Tuesday night’s meeting 
in the large courtroom to allow the stand-
ing-room-only crowd extra space. Specta-
tors lined the walls to show their support 

of  commissioners considering a resolution 
signifying Macon County as a gun sanctuary 
county. 

Supporters were led by Donnie Holden 
who gave a presentation on the importance 
of  such a resolution and asked commission-
ers to take up a vote on the matter in Febru-
ary during their next meeting. A handful of  
other residents spoke in addition to Holden, 
encouraging commissioners to consider the 
designation as a means of  taking a proactive 
approach to protecting Second Amendment 
rights. 

Sheriff  Robert Holland said that he 
was happy to see citizens of  Macon County 
bring the issue to the commissioners’ atten-
tion and looks forward to the dialogue sur-
rounding the issue. 

“People have a right to voice their con-
cerns and I always encourage people to get 
involved with their local government and 
the process,” said Sheriff  Holland. “The 
2nd Amendment issue is incredibly im-
portant and if  citizens are concerned their 
“Gun Rights” are in jeopardy of  being in-
fringed upon then they need to let their local 
government know. We’ve seen resolutions 
passed regarding the Second Amendment 
in other jurisdictions and while people have 
been talking about their concerns locally, last 
night Mr. Holden actually did something 
about it... he got involved. I commend him 
and support his right to do so. I’m not sure 
exactly what will happen from here but one 
thing is for sure, because of  his willingness 
to step forward the issue will now become 
a much greater topic of  discussion amongst 
our local government leaders... and decisions 
will be made concerning it. Anyone that 
would criticize a persons right to voice their 
concerns related to the “Second Amend-
ment” obviously wouldn’t feel the same if  
the “First Amendment” was that being in-
fringed upon.” 

The concept of  gun sanctuary areas has 
become a platform for Republican candi-
dates. Both Lt. Dan Forest, who is running 
for Governor and Wayne King, who is run-
ning for Congress, released statements on 
Tuesday in support of  the symbolic mea-
sure. 
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209 N. 4th Street

(Corner of N. 4th and Oak streets 
upstairs across from Town Hall. 

Phone: 828-526-3241
Fax: 828-482-9019
Email: rachelbkelleyllc@gmail.com

Rachel B. Kelley, PMHNP-BC
ARNP - Board Certified
Psychiatric • Mental Health
Medication Management
Positive Wellness

Whiteside Cove  
Cottages

800-805-3558 • 828-526-2222

5 new log cabins 
nestled in the hemlocks 
on 25 acres at the base 

of Whiteside 
Mountain.

Loma Linda
Farm

Dog Boarding • Day Care
Pastoral Park

in Home and Leash Free
Lodging in the lap of luxury

(828) 421-7922
Highlands NC

lomalindafarm@gmail.com
www.lomalindafarm.com NC License #10978

Larry Houston
Rock Work

Walls • Fireplaces • Patios • Piers 
All Rock Work • Stucco

(828) 526-4138 or (828) 200-3551

JUST TALK TO ME 
I am 74. I am Pain-Free. 

Are You? CBD� HEALS 
�-������

VIVA WELLNESS 
526-1566
FAR INFRARED 8AUNA�eAPSULE 
HYDRO MASSAGE 8PA�C,APSULE 
WHOLE BODY 

VIBRATION 
5 Cottage Row • U.S. 64 East 

110 mins./ $25

• Interior
• Exterior

• Pressure Washing
• Drywall Repair

• Window Cleaning
• Gutter Cleaning

• Deck Repair
riospainting0864@gmail.com 

Find us on FaceBook
Owner Elias Rios

Fully Insured • 706-982-0864

l l l li t 1 l 
HIGHLANDER 1 
ROOFING SERVICES INC 

New & Re-Roofing Applications Including: 
Asphalt • Cedar • Metal & Synthetic Materials 

Showroom Location 
1511 Highlands Rd 
Franklin, NC 28734 

Office (828) 524-7773 
Cell (828) 526-6421 

luke@highlandernc.com 
www.highlandernc.com 

Mendoza Tree Expert
Quality Tree Care & Removal •16+ years

828-200-9217
Fully Insured 

estimates@mendozatree.com
www.mendozatree.com

FIREWOOD FOR SALE

We now accept 
al l  credit cards

Bill Barber 
Homes

billbarber22@gmail.com
billbarberhomes.com

(828)
226-9696

Service Directory Ads
$17 BW • $22 Color - single spot

Classified Ads
$6 for 10 words • 20 cents each additional word

$2 for Color Highlight
$5 for Graphic/Photo

Email: highlandseditor@aol.com or call 828-200-1371

We have a special knack for 
keeping your taxes on track

Brophy & Associates
Consulting, LLC

Robbin Brophy
Enrolled Agent
(828) 558-4300

• Tax return preparation for small 
 businesses and individuals
• QuickBooks training and 
 bookkeeping services
• IRS/State representation

367 Dellwood Rd., Bldg. E, Ste. 3
Waynesville, NC 28786

(828) 558-4300 office • (833) 234-4881 fax
brophytax.com

robbin@brophytax.com
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chestnut storage

Look for our sign!
10890 Buck Creek Rd. - 1/2 mile off Cashiers Rd near the hospital 

Storage Units Available
Secure 24 Hour Access

Easy In - Easy Out
Great Rates - Great Terms

Call today to find out why we’re
“Highland’s Premier Facility”

828-482-1045

• Residential or  
Commercial 

• Over 40 Years  
Experience 

• Fast and Dependable
• FREE Estimates

• FREE Pick-up and 
Delivery

American 
Upholstery 

Same Phone Numbers:
(864) 638-9661 cell: (864) 710-9106

105 Ashley Drive • Walhalla, SC 29691
(Same Owners: Morris & Rachel Bible)

• Interior & Exterior Painting
• Pressure Washing

• House Maintenance
• Drywall Repair

• Deck Repair
Quality Work • Fully Insured

Lupe Gonzales
avpintura@gmail.com

828-332-1539 or 678-873-2927

• Grading
• Excavating
• Driveways
• Build sites

• Hauling
• Septic Systems 

Edwin Wilson
Cell (828) 421-3643 

Office/fax (828) 526-4758
wilsongrading@yahoo.com 

WE HAVE MOVED TO

Sample Books Available

Highlands Automotive

Service
&

Repair

NC
Inspection

Station

2851 Cashiers Road • highlandsautomotive.com
828-787-2360

Ryan M. Bears
Broker

Pat Allen, Broker in Charge

Cell: 803-271-5426
Office: 828-526-8784

Ryan@patallenrealtygroup.com

MORALESPAINTINGANDSERVICES@GMAIL.COM

706.982.9768
828-226.5347

INTERIOR/EXTERIOR PAINTING • LAWN MAINTENANCE
HOUSE MAINTENANCE • QUALITY WORK

FULLY INSURED

IMMEDIATE FULL-TIME ON-SITE 
GRAPHIC DESIGN AND LAYOUT PROFES-
SIONAL NEEDED TO JOIN MARKETING 
DEPARTMENT OF OLD EDWARDS HOSPI-
TALITY GROUP IN HIGHLANDS, NORTH 
CAROLINA. At least two years of print layout and 
design required. Keen eye for design, detail-oriented 
and proficiency in formatting for scannable content 
a must. Experience in CRM, email marketing, website 
updating and/or social media is a plus. Must have high 
integrity, sense of humor, consistently positive nature, 
interpersonal skills and work well as part of a close 
team. Full benefits. Possible subsidized housing. Posi-
tion is 100% onsite in Highlands, NC, no exceptions. 

FULL-TIME TEMPORARY MARKETING 
POSITION. OEI is seeking a marketing professional 
and graphic designer experienced in page layout and 
ad creation for both print and digital to fill a six-month 
position between approximately March 1 and Septem-
ber 31, 2020. At least two years of professional layout 
and design required. This position designs billboards, 
newspaper and magazine ads, digital ads and more for 
a high-end luxury brand. Some experience in website 
updating—or ability to learn—required (content man-
agement, not coding). Must have high integrity, sense 
of humor, consistently positive nature, interpersonal 
skills and work well as part of a close team. Position 
is 100% onsite in Highlands, NC, no exceptions. There 
is a possibility that this position could become perma-
nent. Please provide cover letter, resume and samples. 
References will be required.

ALSO:
OLD EDWARDS HOSPITALITY has the 

following positions open: 
RESTAURANT FOUR65: 
Part-time servers, full-time Hostess, AM/PM 

Sous Chef, Cook and Utility/Dishwasher needed. 
HALF MILE FARM:
Assistant Inn Manager
OLD EDWARDS: 
Front Desk, Bellmen, Front Desk Supervisors, 

Spa attendants & concierge, Housekeepers, Laundry, 
Experienced servers & server assistants, Reserva-
tionist, Sales Manager (2 years experience), Graphic 
Artists (Full-time and Full-time Temporary) 

Send resume to: pturnbull@oldedwardsinn.com
(pdf format please)

or apply online at oldedwardsinn.com/careers
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•Classifieds•
FOR SALE 
FIREWOOD FOR 

SALE. Call or text Matt at 
706-239-0880. (st. 9/26)

COMIC BOOKS – Buy 
/ Sell. Call Bob @ 302-530-
1109 (1/31)

WANTED 
HARLEY DAVIDSON 

MOTORCYCLE MEMO-
RABILIA. Call Sandra La 
Jeunesse at 828-371-2214. 

WANT TO RENT 3 
OR 4 BR FROM JUNE 8 
TO JULY 5, OR LONGER 
WITH REDUCED DAY 
RATE. No more than 10 
min. from Highlands center. 
mike_marsh@bellsouth.net 
601.946.1950. (Jan. 2, 2020)

HELP WANTED
WOLFGANG’S RES-

TAURANT is seeking a 
hostess. Salary is based on 
experience. Come be a part 
of our team. Email wom2@
me.com or call Jacque at 
828.526.3807. (st. 11/21)

EMPLOYMENT OP-
PORTUNITIES AVAIL-
ABLE AT HIGHLANDS 
SMOKEHOUSE. Hiring 
all positions. Commitment to 
excellence in food quality and 
guest service. We are proud of 
the products and service we 
provide, we create experienc-
es not just sell food. Offering 
defined, sane schedules and 
healthy work environment 

allowing for a balanced life. Very 
cooperative pay. Food service 
experience preferred. Tobacco 
free workplace. Contact us at 
Smokehouserecruiting@gmail.
com (st. 5/2)

S A L E S  A S S O C I -
ATE HIGH END RETAIL 
CLOTHING STORE IN 
HIGHLANDS AND CA-
SHIERS, NC. Full time, part 
time and seasonal. Inquire to 
828-200-0928. (st. 3/38) 

SERVICES 
WOOD SHIPPING. 

PALLET PICK-UP AND 
REMOVAL SERVICE. We 
will pick up and haul away 
weekly or as requested. Clean 
up behind your store or res-
taurant. Raking, clean up, bag 
and remove garbage on ground. 
Let’s spruce up our alley-
ways and respect our beautiful 
town. Call 828-200-3217 now. 
(2/6/20)

HOME MAID CLEAN-
ING SERVICE LLC: Too 
much to do for the holidays? 
Give us a ring! Specializing in 
residential homes & vacation 
rentals. Servicing Highlands & 
Cashiers. For a free estimate 
call, (828) 371-1702. Check 
out our website at,www.home-
maidcleaningservicenc.com 

GUTTER CLEANING, 
METAL ROOF & FABRI-
CATON roof repairs, chimney 
flashing, debris removal, pres-

sure washing. Call 371-1103. 
(st. 6/27)

HIGHLANDS-CA-
SHIERS HANDYMAN: 
Repairs, remodeling, paint-
ing, pressure washing, minor 
plumbing and electric, decks 
and additions. Free Estimates. 
Insured. Call 828-200-4071. 
(12/31)

H I G H  C O U N T RY 
PHOTO/KEVIN VINSON: 
scanning photos, slides & nega-
tives to CD or DVD for easier 
viewing. Video transfer to DVD. 
Everything done in house. 
Leave message at 828-526-
5208. (st. 4/25) 

MURPHY’S PAINT-
ING CO. Interior & Exte-
rior Painting, Sheetrock Re-
pair, Wallpaper Removal, Log 
Homes, Decks. Insured. Free 
Estimates. 828-524-1391 or 
828-332-0525. 

REAL ESTATE FOR 
SALE

38.92 ACRES IN GAT-
ED COMMUNITY IN 
HIGHLANDS. Small pri-
vate development with paved 
streets, community water, com-
munity lake and pavilion, un-
derground power and street 
lights. Gentle building sites with 
mountain views and streams 
at over 4,100’ in elevation. 
Borders USFS. Offered for 
$599,000 and MLS #88028. Call 

Cathy Garren at Highlands 
Sotheby’s International Realty 
at 828-226-5870. (1/2/2020)

ATTENTION BUSI-
NESSOWNERS: Looking 
for employee housing? We’ve 
got several options! Close 
to town and affordable! Call 
Christal at White Oak Re-
alty Group. 828-200-9699. (st. 
9/19)

SIX ACRES ON BUCK 
CREEK ROAD behind High-
lands-Cashiers Hospital. Sign 
on property. 843-460-8015. 
(st. 5/30) 

2/2 CLAYTON HOME 
I N  L OW E R  C L E A R 
CREEK. 1+acre,Private. 
View.118,000.706.782.9728 
(st. 9/5) 

1.21 ACRES FOR 
SALE BY OWNER - 
OTTO, NC - $28,000. Lot 
12 Quail Haven Road. Otto, 
NC. Price not firm ... open for 
negotiation. Please email if in-
terested to ddmarsh15@aol.
com or call/text to 239-980-
0531. Please leave a message. 
(st. 7/20) 

C O M M E R C I A L 
SPACE RENTALS

Commercial space at 
640 Carolina Way, Highlands. 
+/- 1340 sq.ft. $1,650/mo. 
404-210-7979. (st. 12/12)

RESIDENTIAL RENT-
ALS

FOR RENT IN SHEL-
BY PLACE, 4 bed/4 bath. 
Close to town. Newly reno-
vated, Fireplace with gas logs. 
$4,100 per month. 6 or 12 
month lease. Call 828-226-
9696. (st. Dec 12) 

HOUSE FOR RENT 
TWO MILES FROM 
DOWNTOWN ON DIL-
LARD RD AVAILABLE 
NOW: Upper Level: well 
furnished 2BR (queen 
& single bed) 1BA, full 
laundry, upper level park-
ing, no smoking. Includes 
electricity and propane 
allowance, water/sewer 
$1350 per month. Call 
828-342-4819. (st. Jan 9)

4BD 3.5 BA, 1 CAR 
GARAGE W/STORAGE, 
large yard with backyard 
fenced, dogs negotiable. On 
the Atlanta side of Highlands, 
5 minutes from the Post Of-
fice. $2500 month. Offered 
unfurnished, one year mini-
mum lease, references, credit 
check and deposit required. 
Call House in Order 828-
484-1571. (st. 1/14)

LUXURY APART-
MENT IN TOWN. Walk to 
Main Street. 1BR 1BA. $3,500 
per month. 3 month minimum. 
Sorry, no pets, no smoking. 
Adults only. 828-421-1709. 
(st. 5/10)

Service Directory Ads
$17 BW • $22 Color
Classified Ads

$6 for 10 words • 20 cents each additional word
$2 for Color Highlight
$5 for Graphic/Photo

Email: highlandseditor@aol.com or call 828-200-1371



Main Street Inn & Bistro 
828-526-2590 • mainstreet-inn.com

“Ace is the Place.”

At Main & 3rd streets
Highlands 526-2157

Hardware
Reeves

3

www.highlandsiscalling.com
828-526-3717 

11

Country Club Properties
“Your local hometown 

Real Estate professionals.”
3 Offices 828-526-2520

www.CCPHighlandsNC.com

2 “Highlands is calling  
and I must go.”

6

Suzanne McDavid
Broker

cell: (678) 276-6133 • Off: (828) 526-8300

401 N 5th St., Highlands

SILVER EAGLE 

349 Main Street, Highlands, NC
828.526.5190 silvereaglegallery.com

Native American Jewelry
  Crystal & Gem Gallery

The Log Cabin
Casual Dining in 1924 Joe Webb log cabin

Nightly at 5 p.m. • 828-526-5777

33

33
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Mitzi Rauers, Broker 
404-218-9123 

mitzi@meadowsmtnrealty.com
meadowsmountainrealty.com

13

K-H Park

Martin-Lipscomb 
Performing Arts Center 

(PAC)

5

“HSIR is the #1 leader in sales since 2013.”

114 N. 4th Street • Highlands, NC

sheryl.wilson@sothebysrealty.com • highlandssir.com
office: 828.526.8300 • cell: 828.337.0706

Sheryl Wilson

Top 12% 
of 

Brokers 
in 2019

Sotheby’s
is the top

firm in
Highlands 
since 2013 

Andrea Gabbard

c 828.200.6742

o 828.526.8300

andrea.gabbard
@sothbysrealty.com
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Cashmere
Scotland’s Best Knitwear

McCULLEY’S

242 S. 4th St. & Pop up 
on Main Street

Open 7 days a week
526-4407

33

828-526-2338

30  ...on the Verandah 
Restaurant

on Lake Sequoyah

www.ontheverandah.com

Open Year-Round • 6 days a week
343-D Main Street. • 526-4035

Closed Wednesday

Lunch 
11a-4p
Dinner 
5:30p
Closed 

Sunday night

#1 Broker 
Highlands/Cashiers  

2001-2019 per  
Highlands-Cashiers MLS

8

9

Jody Lovell • 828-526-4104
highlandssothebysrealty.com

www.wildthymegourmet.com

Invest In An Extraordinary Experience
125 South 4th Street, Highlands • (828) 526-8118 • www.WhiteOakRG.com

Susie deVille, Broker Associate
828-371-2079

Bee Gleeson, Broker Associate
404-307-1415

Pat Gleeson, Owner, BIC
828-782-0472

Pat Allen 
Broker-in-charge

Cell: 828-200-9179 
pat@patallenrealtygroup.com 

Office: 828-526-8784
295 Dillard Road

Highlands, NC 28741

 5
Not the Biggest ... Just the Best!

www.patallenrealtygroup.com 

BROKERS:

DAV ID 
BOCK 
BUILDERS 

www.BockBuilders.com 828-526-2240 

Top Producers for 14 Years

Reopening 
mid March

6

Paoletti Thank you for an incredible 
season! Closed for winter 

through Wed., April 8 

Reservations: 526-4906

Kurt Barbee
828-545-7272
Ryan Bears

803-271-5426
Darlene Conley 

404-427-2448 
Christy Harris
404-229-8737 

Rick Harrison

404-906-5113 
Julie Osborn
828-200-6165
Cy Timmons 
828-200-9762

Steve Sheppard
404-219-1349
Sheila Welch
828-342-0695

Thank you for a  
wonderful 25 Years!

Closed January 
Reopening Feb. 13

474 Main Street 
828.526.3807 | wolfgangs.net

P A M  N E L L I S
B R O K E R

CELL: 828-787-1895 
PAMELA.NELLIS@YAHOO.COM

HIGHLANDS OFFICE
225 MAIN STREET · 828-526-4663


