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PRIMARY 2020 Q & A PART 1

Democrats up for MC Commission seat

By Brittney Lofthouse
When Macon County Com-
missioner Karl Gillespie an-

nounced he would be running for

Acronyms
the same;
but mission

differs

At the Thursday, Jan. 16
Town Board meeting, Chairman
of the Highlands-Cashiers Health
Foundation Board, Dr. Walter
Clark, told commissioners about
the Foundation’s work over its
inaugural year, explaining how its
new mission (and name) differed
from its predecessor the H-C
Hospital Foundation.

The HCHF was reconsti-
tuted from the assets of the High-
lands-Cashiers Hospital Founda-
tion when Mission Health — a
nonprofit - was sold to Hospital
Corporation of America (HCA),
a for-profit organization.

“When Mission Health sold
the hospital to HCA last year, we
had no alternative but to reorga-
nize since we could not use our
funds to support a for-profit hos-
pital,” said Dr. Clark. “For more
than 30 years, the H-C Hospital

eSee HCHF page 17
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‘Home Furnishing Center’

Open
Monday — Saturday
9a-5p
2089 Highway 106
828-526-5577

the North Carolina House of Rep-
resentative, it opened the gates for
five candidates to file for the soon-
to-be vacant District IT seat. Three

> ; A

Republicans and two Democrats
filed for office, meaning both par-
ties will have a primary on March 3

o See PRIMARY 2020 page 6
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The red line represents the perimeter of the Singer-Songwriter Festival to be in KH Founders Park on Pine Street

set for Saturday, May 2 from 6-10 p.m.

Town Board OKs Singer-Songwriter
Festival in K-H Park set for May 2

At Thursday’s Town Board
meeting, Casey Reid of Eleven
Events and David Bock, chairman
of Highlands Festivals Inc., a non-
profit organization created to run

Highlands

Sotheby’s

INTERMATIONAL REALTY

114 N. 4th Street * Highlands
NC - 828-526-4104

the Highlands Food & Wine Festi-
val, presented a proposal for a one-
night, open-air, Singer-Songwriter
Festival in K-H Founders Park,
Saturday, May 2, from 6-10 p.m.,

Classic & Timeless in
Highlands Country Club

230 Hummingbird Lane
Highlands
4 bed, 5 baths, 1.23 acres.
$1,695,000
For details contact
Andrea Gabbard * 828-200-6742

rain or shine.

The purpose is to promote
Highlands as a destination during
the slow Spring shoulder season,

o See FESTIVAL page 9
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Town Board
appoints 3
to Planning
Board

Three new people were ap-
pointed to the town’s Planning
Board, but not all commissioners
voted for the appointments.

At Thursday night’s Town
Board meeting, Assistant Plan-
ning Director Michael Mathis
presented the appointees who
were recommended by the Land
Use Committee.

Re-appointed were: Stephan
Abranyi, Dennis DeWolf, Rick
Trevathan and Brad Armstrong.
Appointed for the first time were:
Darren Whatley, Christopher
Wilkes and Helene Siegel.

New commissioner Marc
Hehn entered a no-vote but was
told it would count as a “yes.”

However, after the meet-
ing he said Town Attorney JK
Coward told him he could have
asked to be excused, but prior to
the meeting he said Town Man-
ager Josh Ward told him that

o See PLANNING page 7

M°CULLEY’S

The largest selection of
Scottish cashmere in
the U.S.A.
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242 S. 4th St.* 526-4407
and
In Cashiers
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e THE PLATEAU’S POSITION °

«MAYOR ON DUTYe

Standing by fo

’m anxiously waiting for £
Ia winter storm to hit, al-

though I hope it doesn’t. |
These storms almost invariably
cause road problems and pow-
er outages. Since Highlands is
situated at 4,118 feet above sea
level, not having the disruption
of a winter storm would not be
normal. Maybe this is a harbin-
ger of climate change bringing
aberrant weather patterns to
the plateau.

In the event we do have a
winter storm and lose power, 1

r winter storms

the outage in your area. If a
power outage occurs in the eve-
ning or on weekends, please do
not call 911. This emergency
line can be overwhelmed with
these nonemergency calls. To
report an outage after hours
please call 526-9431, the none-
mergency number. Again, if the
line is busy, it probably indicates
the outage has already been re-
ported.

Another problem in a win-
ter storm scenario is the plow-
ing of roads. Town road crews

hope everyone will be patient. Highlands Mayor are also on standby in these
Our crews are on standby in Patrick Taylor situations. Their first priority is

these situations and respond

to plow all town roads includ-

immediately. If power goes out during a regu-  ing neighborhood streets. After clearing town
lar business day, the outage can be reported at  roads, our crews may assist the state in plowing
Town Hall. The number is 526-2118. If lines  state roads. Our crews will also assist in plowing
are repeatedly busy, chances are many people  private roads as time becomes available. They
are calling to report the same problem. Please  do not plow driveways, including the mayor and
consider assuming town crews are aware of  town commissioner driveways.

Upcoming
HCA/Mission
meetings

Informational meetings led by Gib-
bins Advisors have been scheduled in
seven communities in Western North
Carolina served by Mission Health.

Gibbins Advisors is the Independent
Monitor (IM) hired to monitor HCA
Healthcare’s compliance with the obliga-
tions it agreed to when it purchased Mis-
sion Health System. In each meeting, the
IM team will discuss its role and provide
an opportunity to ask questions.

The Cashiers event is Tues., Jan. 28
from 5:30-7p.m. in the Cashiers/Glenville
Recreation Center on Frank Allen Road
in Cashiers.

The Highlands event is Wed.,, Jan. 29
from 5:30-7p.m. at the Highlands Civic
Center.

The Franklin event is Thurs., Jan. 30
from 5:30-7p.m.in the Robert C. Carpen-
ter Room of the MC Community facilities
Building on the Georgia Road.

Members of any community are wel-
come to attend the meeting(s) of their
choosing. Meetings will have limited seat-
ing and attendees will be welcomed first
come, first serve. Doors will open 30
minutes before each event.

The Notth Carolina road system is confus-
ing. What is a state road and what is a town
road? Our staff has a map that identifies state
and town roads in the main office and on the
town website. Drop by, call or go online if you
are unsure whether your road is state or town
maintained. Of, look on the street sign. A street
sign with a number on its post, or on the sign
itself, indicates that road is maintained by the
state. If the state road, whether within or outside
of town, does not get plowed, call the NCDOT
office for Macon County at (828) 524-2517.

Tannounced at the board meeting last week
that the Mission/HCA Healthcare Monitor will
be holding a public meeting here in Highlands
on Wednesday, January 29 at the Highlands Rec-
reation Center. The meeting will be from 5:30
to 7 pm. For those that can’t make this meeting,
the monitors will also be at the Cashiers/Glen-
ville Recreation Center on January 28 from 5:30
to 7pm. Both meetings will focus on services at
the Highlands/Cashiers Hospital.

Under the terms of the sales agreement
of Mission to HCA, the NC Attorney General
required that an independent monitor be hired
to track progress and services after the sale was
complete. The monitor reports its findings to
Attorney General Josh Stein. These meetings
are a part of an inaugural set of meetings being
held throughout Western North Carolina. The
independent monitor, Gibbons Advisors, will be
soliciting public feedback and input, so please
attend one of these meetings.
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Who we are and what we will do

Dear Editor,

WideOpen Highlands is currently soliciting resident and business input to the broad-
band survey that we recently mailed to Highlands residents. We have been working with
the Town of Highlands for over a year to develop a world class Gigabit fiber network in
Highlands. One of the reasons this takes so long is that North Carolina law makes it difficult
for towns to help their residents get fiber.

- WEATHER .

e See LETTERS page 5

Thu, 23-Jan Fri, 24-Jan Sat, 25-Jan Sun, 26-Jan
A3°F A0°F 39°F 41°F
] o o o
32°F /17 29°F 26°F 21°F
Mostly cloudy Periods of rain Areas of low clouds; Partial sunshine
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For Real-time Weather and the Extended Forecast,
go to www.highlandsinfo.com and click on Weather
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The LOG CABIN 1924
Jl—ig.h[a.nd.l, NC

130 Log Cabin Lane
828 526-5777

A B “ GET A GREAT GIFT
OPENYEARROUND | % =  rmismonbay
DINNER NIGHTLY o T e SEASON?
5:00 PM SIS | RETURN THE FAVOR
= ; ' ' STOP BY AND PICK

UupP A
GIFT CARD!

CALL FOR SPECIAL
HOLIDAY SCHEDULES

STEAKS, SEAFOOD & COMFORTABLE ITALLTAN

CASUAL DINING IN A HISTORIC 1924 1.O0G CABIN
MENUS PRINTED DAIL.Y

3 For 30

THREE COURSES $30
SOUP, SALAD, ENTREE & DESSERT
CHECK OUT THE MENU ONLINE

Thank you to the town of Highlands and all of

our loyal guests & friends for making our 5th

year a great one. You are an incredible, kind,

thoughtful group of people and we thank you
for your continued support.

HAPPY NEW YEAR!

130 Log Cabin Lane-828 526-5777
WWW.LogCabinHighlands.COM
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HIGHLANDS

SMOKEHOUSE
BBQ YK KITCHEN Y BAR

Real pit BBQ!

595 Franklin Road, Highlands, NC
828.526.3554
www.highlandssmokehouse.com
Follow Us on Facebook & Instagram
Peace from the Pit ®

828-526-4035

WILD THYME GOURMET

BT AURAMNT -

Serving Lunch and Dinner Year-Round.

Gourmet Foods, Full Service Bar
Town Square at 343-D Main St. ¢ Highlands

“#%¢| CLOSED Wednesday
d Serving Lunch
1la to 4p
Serving Dinner
. = from 5:30p
{ J*"| CLOSED Sunday Night

WOLFGANG'S |

RESTAURANT & WINE BISTRO

Al " : T, W
k #-10 /;-HF‘ ) . - | o ’
£ L S

Closed January ¢ Re-opening Feb. f3

The LOG CABIN

CASUAL DINING

Fresh Seafood, Steaks

& Comfortable ltalian
Dinner Nightly at 5p
Open All Year!

Just off Main Street in a historic
1924 Joe Webb log cabin

828 526-5777

www.LogCabinHighlands.com
130 LOG CABIN LANE

Enjoy our
3 courses for $30
specials!
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Prarveyars sf Flue Spees, Derbe, Bhrnds Salts Trns
_—
828-482-1609 * 330 Main Street, Highlands

Warm up to Good Times!

Book a private cooking class with Rachel
at the Spice & Tea Exchange shop.
Get a group together and come ready
for fun, good food and laughs!

$48 RANDEVU

*Cozy up to the:
fireplace with a
cup of
Chef’s soup!

| SERVING
| BREAKFAST

| & LUNCH 2

- WEDNESDAY - SUNDAY 9AM - 3PM

": See our website for over
H < breakfast and lunch items!

% WWW.RANDEVUNC.COM

b i

Ll

18 CHESTNUT SQUARE | CASHIERS | 828-743-0190
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WideOpen Networks has been a leader in open access
fiber networks for over a decade. Our parent company, De-
sign Nine, has been helping communities solve their broad-
band infrastructure problems for over 25 yeats.

We have designed and built more successful open ac-
cess fiber and wireless networks than any other company.
The Wired Road, just one of our projects in SW Virginia,
covers over 650 square miles. New Hampshire’s FastRoads,
another of our projects, connects 20 towns over 150 miles
of fiber. nDanville, a Danville, Virginia, project of ours, has
been operating successfully for over eleven years.

We are designing a world class Gigabit fiber network
for the residents and businesses of Highlands with afford-
able prices.

We have an outstanding record of delivering services
to people by providing networks which provide a choice
of services. Our networks do not lock people into one
service provider. With our high speed fiber and our fast
Internet access, we are planning to offer a choice of Inter-
net, phone, and video streaming services. Most Highlands
customers should be able to save $50 to $100 a month on
their telecom bills.

The survey that we are running in Highlands (www.
wideopenhighlands.net) will help us identify who wants
to switch and will enable us to quickly get as many people
and businesses connected as possible. As we complete our
agreement with the Town of Highlands, we will have more
details on the prices and services that we will offer. We in-
tend to deliver the same wotld-class services to Highlands
that we have delivered to other communities.

Andrew Cohill
President, WideOpen Networks

Town initiative is a waste

Dear Editor,

Wide Open Network’s recent mailer, surveying citizen
needs was not only misleading but also puzzling, Being that
we are years and millions of dollars into this internet proj-
ect, we are well past the surveying stage. Not to mention
that Wide Open Network is not even a internet provider.

I believe every citizen in this town and the surround-
ing communities should have access to fast reliable internet.
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And completely understand how important it is for our fu-
ture sustainability. However I believe that the public sector
could and would provide these needs without restrictions
and or competition from government.

When the town started Altitudes around four years ago
they were knowingly operating in a gray area with legality
issues being hammered out in the courts. Being that govern-
ments are not permitted to compete with the public sector
selling services such as Internet.

T'have always questioned why the town jumped through
this small window knowing that it was going to be closed
again, leaving the town seesawing on legality. Altitudes is
however still in operation. So, yes the town is in the business
of selling internet. They provide internet to hundreds of
customers including Town Board members and many who
live outside the town limits. So home owners in town and in
neighborhoods such as Ravenel are financing Altitudes four
employees and massive debt, to provide internet to custom-
ers outside the city limits while they themselves are without.

Mortis Broadband brought fiber to Highlands, many
years ago. It’s purpose was to link hospitals, public schools
and library systems through out the state and was paid for
by taxpayers. So the capability has been here for many years.
It seems with the town not being able to legally continue it’s
venture, this is where Wide Open Networks enters the pic-
ture. It will lease the fiber infrastructure from the town. cre-
ating a middleman between the town and any service pro-
viders that decide to provide services because Wide Open
Networks itself is not a service provider. They do mention
that they will charge you a fee in addition to whatever the
internet provider charges. So, we pay to build the network,
just so we can lease it out to be charged a fee to use it?

Altogether with Altitude’s and the loans the town has
taken out now, we are well over $8 million into the project
so far and that number continues to grow. Which translates
out to roughly $8,300 per voting resident. There are already
providers in the area that are trying to bring fiber into town.
But they are blocked by pole attachment issues and pole at-
tachment fees. It would seem to have been a lot cheaper to
have just dropped attachment fees and offered other incen-
tives to entice providers to come in. Providers who would

have used their money not ours to build the fiber network!
eSee LETTERS page 22

Mountain Fresh Grocery

is excited to announce our 2020 fundraiser for

g‘;; Highlands School

Home of the Highlanders

During the first quarter of 2020, a portion of qualifying purchases
will benefit the junior class prom and their future graduation expenses!

Building community through good food!
- 828.526.2400

The Firewood Company
828.200.3050

bobhenritze@gmail.com

Advertising in Highlands
Newspaper or on line at
www.highlandsinfo.com WORKS!
For information email
highlandseditor@aol.com

e —

Movies at The

Showtimes are:
Friday & 5atat1,4&7p

Sunday at 1 &4p

No movies on Mondays
Tue, Wed & Thurat 1, 48&7
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..PRIMARY 2020 continued from page 1

to determine who will go on from each to
appear on the ballot in November.

The two Democrats who have filed
for office are both women and although
neither have held an elected office in Ma-
con County, both are very active in the
community.

Olga Lampkin moved to Franklin to
be near her aging parents, to spend more
time with them and assist them as they age,
and because she believed it’s a much better
environment in which to raise her young-
est son.

Lampkin was born and raised in the
Redlands, a very rural, south Florida agti-
culture-based community. She is the moth-
er of two boys, ages 12 and 24. She has
four cats, two dogs, and countless chickens
and roosters. She grows a large garden and
dries and ferments what she grows so her
family and friends can enjoy it year-round.

Since moving to NC in 2015, Lamp-
kin has worked for Coward, Hicks & Siler
in Sylva, handling a wide variety of matters,
including DOT condemnation defense
cases, miscellaneous civil litigation, estate
planning, and real estate. Lampkin has
worked for law offices since 1990 in south
and central Florida (1990-2001), central
California (2001-2015) and North Carolina
(2015-present).

In FL, the offices Lampkin worked
for handled real estate matters while in CA,
the offices she worked for mostly handled
water rights cases, civil litigation and estate
planning, and represented municipalities in
their matters.

Lampkin serves on the Board of Di-
rectors (Secretary) of The Canary Coali-
tion, a non-profit that advocates for clean
air.

“I truly think Macon County is a great
place,” Lampkin said. “I chose to live here,
built a house, and plan to stay. I want to be
a part of keeping Macon County great, but
even great things have room for improve-
ment. That being said, I certainly don’t
want Macon County to be like any of the
counties where I have previously lived; I
left those places for a reason. I like to be
busy, I like to be involved, and I want to
give back to my community.”

Betty Cloer Wallace made her living as
a tree farmer where she planted 14,000 na-
tive hardwood seedlings and wildlife pres-
ervationist after she retired from education
and government. As a member of 6th gen-
eration Macon County farm family, Wal-
lace received a B.S.in English and Art from
California State University at Humboldt,
her M.A. in Education from University of
North Carolina, her Ed.S. in Administra-
tion from Western Carolina University and
Ed.D. in Administration from University

of Georgia.

Wiallace previously served as the As-
sociate Superintendent of Macon County
Schools and the Director of Western Re-
gional Education Center. Her career in
education is extensive, also serving as Su-
perintendent of Vance County Schools
(15 schools, 1,100 employees) as well as
Deputy Assistant State Superintendent for
the North Carolina Department of Public
Instruction. Wallace was also a US Depart-
ment of Education Fellow in Washington,
DC and former Associate Superintendent
for the Northwest Arctic Borough School
District. Wallace has also had a career in
secondary education, serving as an Adjunct
Professor at Western Carolina University
and Southwestern Community College.

She has served on numerous boards
and commissions for industrial recruitment
and school facilities planning in Macon
County and WNC.

In her free time, Wallace writes and
is the author of Poisoned Apple, the Bell-
Curve Crisis (in our schools) as well as
Tuckaseegee Chronicles, and historical nov-
els set in the Little Tennessee River Valley.

Although she has not held an elected
position in Macon County, Wallace does
have political experience. Wallace was elect-
ed to two terms as State Secretary of NC
Democratic Party and has served on the
State Democratic Executive Committee and
State Executive Council. Wallace was the
first woman in NC to run for US. Senate
and first ran for Macon County Board of
Commissioners in 2018.

“My lifelong experience and creden-
tials in public service have been a lifetime
of preparation for serving as a Macon
County Commissioner,” said Wallace. “I
want to work toward practical and sustain-
able change and to up-end the top-down
three-person voting bloc that has controlled
our Board of Commissioners for many
years. We must change our current status
quo economic and social trajectory if we
want to keep our young families here. I'm
an advocate for a strong multi-party system
to maintain balance in our local govern-
ment as in all other areas of our lives. At
the moment, Macon County is cleatly out
of balance, cleatly lop-sided toward the
“tea party” far right while a contingent of
far left “progressives” pull in the opposite
direction. This extreme divergence on both
extremes of our local political spectrum has
split our local political patties into five dis-
tinct factions, which is hurting our ability to
sustain a moderate common ground in local
government that we need, and must have, to
move forward as a county.”

Questions to candidates as they were
asked and answered. Small edits made for

clarity and length.

What do you see as being the biggest issue fac-
ing Macon County and how would you address it if
elected?

Lampkin: I think funding public edu-
cation is important, but that is addressed
separately,” said Lampkin. “County commis-
sioners should represent the people, not a
personal agenda, so the issues that are im-
portant to me are not as relevant as the issues
that are important to the other Macon Coun-
ty residents. Like so many others, though, I
think opioids and meth are the scourge of
our county. I am interested in analyzing what
measures have been tried in the past, and to
help us take new steps forward toward some
level of success. Also, there is an obvious
need for employment opportunities, but in-
centives are needed to encourage businesses
to move to our county. The monopolies cre-
ated by Duke and Frontier are appalling, and
their poor customer service needs to be cot-
rected. On a county level, the way to address
that is just like on a personal level: repeated,
forceful contact moving up through the
business hierarchy.

Wallace: Jobs that pay a living wage and
benefits so that we can stop the exodus of
our young families is vital; therefore, an ag-
gressive plan for economic development is
crucial. Putting all our eggs in the tourism
basket helps some residents but is unsus-
tainable for most residents. Our poverty rate
(30%), median income ($39,000), needy and
declining schools, children in low- income
households (58%), a growing homeless
population, reduced hospital and health care
facilities, lack of affordable housing, lack
of broadband internet access, and growing
crime statistics related to drug trafficking are
setiously affecting our lives and economy,
since those are the main factors that pro-
spective businesses and industries look at
beyond a potential workforce.

Potential employers analyzing such data
are not impressed with our sporadic support
for education, our “welfare queen” num-
bers, our crime statistics, our “dollar store”
economy, ot our lack of broadband internet
access and expansion. Macon County has
fallen into a downward economic spiral as a
number of large industries have closed and
as a succession of storefronts are boarded
up. We should develop clear and forthright
industrial recruitment presentations and
packages, and aggressively contact a large
number and range of businesses and in-
dustries through industrial associations and
commercial Realtors to try to entice divisions
or even headquarters to locate here. We can
certainly offer tax incentives and negotiate
long leases, but we should quit deeding away
plots of our prime county-owned commer-
cial land to private companies that thrive for
a while, then sell the property and move else-
where. As for our lack of economic growth,

we have concentrated on development of
Main Street Franklin, the Macon Airport,
recreational parks (even an expensive dog
park), and retirement havens, rather than
devising and carrying out a long-range plan
for development of the by-pass and ma-
jor arteries leading into Franklin, namely
the Sylva Road and Georgia Road, and to
a lesser extent the Highlands and Bryson
City roads. Thus, our tendency is toward
consumerism rather than production, and
it is not sustainable.

Public Education: Commissioners are faced
with more and more requests for public education
Sunding. What is_your stance on county’s role in
funding public education? Do you think the current
levels are adequate or do you think they should be
increased/ decreased?

Lampkin: I think the county should
do everything it reasonably can to increase
funding for public education. It may be
trite so say, “I believe the children are our
future,” but they are. It behooves us all as
adults, as the people who make decisions,
as the people who can do something, to
provide all possible opportunities to allow
our children (and all Macon County chil-
dren truly are “our” children, collectively)
to reach their full potentials. For most
families, our children spend more waking
hours at school, with their teachers, than
they do at home, with their parents. Just
as our children deserve opportunities, our
schools and our teachers deserve access
to the finances and funding that will allow
them to better serve our children. Our chil-
dren deserve more, and our schools and
teachers deserve more.

I have been involved in the Macon
County arts movement. The problem is that
we have a small set of finances from taxes
that goes to pay for many teacher’s salaries,
school supplies, personnel, programs, and
so on. We need to generate new revenue
streams and be willing to discuss how part-
nerships between private businesses and
public schools can develop relationships
that benefit the whole community. We also
need to be more thoughtful about how to
spend the available resources.”

Wallace: County commissioners are
responsible for providing adequate school
facilities, while the state and local school
boards atre responsible for operation of
the schools, albeit our local school board is
often reduced to begging our county com-
missioners for additional funding simply to
stay afloat, which is not a pretty sight. To-
gether, these two boards and “we the peo-
ple” have a moral obligation to our children
and grandchildren to do better, to provide
schools that give every young person the
best chance for a successful future. It is
disgraceful that our students do not have
basic instructional materials and that teach-

e See PRIMARY 2020 page 14
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or me, it’s always interesting to ana-
Flyze real estate transactions and to

look for trends. I did this in January
of 2019 for 2018 and am glad to have the
opportunity to share some of what I found
for 2019.

The Highlands-Cashiers ~ Multiple
Listing Service covers the entire plateau,
including Scaly Mountain, Highlands, Ca-
shiers, Glenville, Cullowhee, Sapphire and
Lake Toxaway.

To re-cap 2018, the overall sales were
up 33% and that was the best year on the
plateau. The Highlands volume was up
30%, so very close to the overall market
and there had been a significant increase in
the number of homes that sold for over $1
million with a dectrease in the average days
on market.

2019 started out slower than we ex-
pected, and as of June 30th we were about
30% behind that point in 2018.

However, over the last six months of
the year the market kicked into gear and
we ended up with a 3% overall volume in-
crease and a 3.2% increase in the number

2019 Highlands Real Estate Summary

of transactions for the entire
MLS.

There are four primary
types of transactions: com-
mercial, lots & land, condo-
minium/townhome and resi-
dential.

Residential is by far the
most common, making up
about 85% of the sales. Look-
ing just at Highlands, these are
broken down in the chart with
the following noted: 1) the
number of transactions was
up slightly at 3.8%; 2) the to-
tal dollar volume was down by
3.2%; 3) lot and land sales were
down 37% from 2018; and 4)
the average days on market (all
types) decreased from 285 to 223.

Looking specifically at homes, they are
broken down into four price ranges. There
is good volume in all market sectors, but the
sector that had the biggest change was the
$400,000 to $699,000 with a 36% increase
in the number of units sold. The average

..PLANNING continued from page 1

he couldn’t be excused unless there was a
conflict of interest. Usually, a conflict of
interest involves finances; there being none
meant he couldn’t be excused.

Hehn said he didn’t want to vote be-
cause of the process, not because of the
appointees.

“I believe they are probably qualified,”
he said after the meeting, “it’s just the way
it was done.”

He said for some time, the town’s web-
site has said there were no openings on
the Planning Board which meant no one
thought there was a reason to apply.

Evidently, the applicants had been
on file for some time, but still, the website
didn’t say there were openings.

Hehn contends that had the website
been transparent, perhaps more people
would have applied.

After serving for several years, Thomas
Craig, Chris Boltz and Glenda Bell were re-
moved.

At the December Planning Board
meeting, Thomas Craig announced that the
December meeting would be his last.

At the time, Boltz and Bell didn’t know
it would also be their last meeting. In fact,
they didn’t know they had been replaced
until after the Jan. 16 Town Board meeting,

Bell said she wasn’t told she needed
to reapply to retain the position — that she,
Craig and Boltz had just been reappointed
each year.

Some years ago, the Town Board did
away with term-limits on its various boards
ruling that commissioners could simply an-
nually reappoint or not.

Again, it’s the process that took place
that some felt offensive — saying communi-
cating that they were to be removed would
have been the polite thing to do.

Thursday night, Mayor Pat Taylor said
the three removed from the board would re-
ceive a letter of thanks and a gift certificate.

— Kim Lewicki

Do you need help with staying warm?

The Highlands Emergency Council (H.E.C.) will be accepting applications from those

Carl Romberg
Landmark Realty, BIC
Highlands
678-936-9309

days on market decreased
from 247 to 213 which is an
indicator that we like to see.

We also like to see the
average sales price increase,
but it actually decreased from
$745,346 to $700,648. Part of
the reason is the significant
increase in the number of
transactions below $700,000,
as well as a slight decrease in
the number of sales that were
over $1 million, thus bringing
down the average.

There are a number of
factors that can impact the
data, but the overall trend
continues to be very positive,
as it has been the latter part of
the decade. Small increases in the number
of units and dollar volume and decreases in

the average days on market are both good
for sellers. The drop in the average sales
price is good for buyers.

We continue to see homes that are
in good condition and priced correctly
sell very quickly as well as buyers taking
advantage of the competitive mortgage
rates.

This information will help buyers and
sellers make informed decisions, but they
should always ask for a Comparative Mar-
ket Analysis (CMA) for a specific home
they are buying or selling.

* Carl Romberg is the Broker-in-
Charge of the Highlands office of Land-
mark Realty Group. Landmark has been
the firm with the largest volume of sales
on the plateau each of the past 7 years.
Carl can be reached at 678-936-9309 or

Type #Sales Total SalesVolume
Comercial [ £4,406,000
Lots/Land 37 $5,615,750
Condof/Townhome 50 $19597%5,53
Home 238 166,754,161
Total W\ zsuf $196,750,442

Breakdown for Homes

$0- $399,999 73 $20,333,96
$400,000- $699,999 B % $51,0%,300
$700,000- 933,939 =5 $21,023,451
$1,000,000 plus as $74,361,445

23 B $165754,18

2019 Highlands Real Estate Sales

catl@landmarkrg.com.
Auvg Price Median AvgDOM
$73,167 $590,000 75
mel $151,777 $75,000 B4
$393,511 $257,500 26
$700,648 $520,000 23
3.2% ’ 23 ‘
$275,547 $290,000 =7
$537,214 $53,000 191
$840,938 $260,000 M0
81,652,477 $1,362500 23
$700,648 $520,000 23 '.

requesting financial help for the cost of propane gas, fuel oil, and wood. Applications will be
accepted from |0am until 2pm on: Monday, January 27, Wednesday, January 29 and Friday,
January 31 or you can call for an appointment 828-526-4357. Please come by H.E.C. located
on Poplar Street (next to Wilson Gas). Proof of income is required. No applications will be
accepted after these dates. Applications must be filled out in person, no applications will be
taken over the phone.

5 bedroom, 5 bath home with a view and end-

Andrea is one of the top 25
Real Estate Brokers in 2018.

Highlands Sotheby's International Realty is
the top selling firm in Highlands
since 2013 as per HCMLS Navica.

of-the-road privacy. Completely

furnished. Offered for $1,150,000 Contact Andrea Gabbard 828-200-6742.

Wl Andrea Gabbard
m ¢ 828.200.6742 0 828.526.8300

andrea.gabbard@sothbysrealty.com

Sotheby’s

INTERNATIONAL REALTY

Highlands
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e Hospital NEws ®

H-C Hospital’s new CEO looks forward to serving — and becoming part of the community

as Highlands-Cashiers Hos-

pital’s (HCH) new Chief
Executive Officer/Chief Nurs-
ing Officer and look forward
to getting to know this special
community and learning how
I can serve you most meaning-
fully. I started at the hospital in
December, and I've spent these
past weeks getting acquainted
with the wonderful caregivers
and team members at HCH. 1
appreciate the warm welcome
everyone has extended to me.

I wanted to use this first
column to introduce myself,
share a bit about my professional
journey and talk about what led
me to this exciting point. Like
many people, my career has had
unexpected twists and turns and
I'm also fortunate to have had
exceptional, encouraging men-

I’m delighted to be serving

tors along the way.

I started as an Army medic
and worked in West Germany and
later in my home state, Kentucky,
at Fort Knox. I then worked for
EMS in Louisville, and that work
was both fascinating and thrill-
ing. During this time, I was called
to a heartbreaking mass shooting
in Louisville where more than 20
people were injured and nine peo-
ple died. This experience sealed
my commitment to attend nursing
school and I chose that over teach-
ing, another path I was consider-
ing. During that dramatic event all
my training kicked in and I truly
fell in love with healthcare.

After graduating from nurs-
ing school, I worked at Jewish
Hospital in Louisville. In those
days new nurses couldn’t work in
the Emergency Room, but while
there 1 went into critical care,

You are only 50 miles away from 40 years experiene in
top-notch, high-tech, one-stop dentistry known for its gentle touch.

Wilbanks Smile Center

COMPLETE DENTAL CARE UNDER ONE ROOF
278 East Doyle St.  Toccoa, GA

706-886-9439 ¢ 800-884-9439

§ U
=

¢ Dental Implants ¢ Root Canal Therapy
o SINGLE VISIT CROWNS!
¢ Orthodontics including Invisalign
¢ Wisdom Teeth Extractions
and of course ...
¢ Fillings and Cleanings
(IV Sedation, too)

www.WilbanksSmileCenter.com

—

— —
WILBANKS SMILE.CENTER
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learned about cardiac nursing, and
worked as an open heart nurse. I
also served there as a flight nurse
for critical cardiac patients.

I thought my next move would
be nurse anesthetist training, but
fate — and one of the leaders at my
hospital — had other plans for me.
A retiring nurse manager talked
frankly with me and said that she
was retiring and wanted me to step
into her role. I never had any in-
tention of doing administrative or
management work, but I thought
I could do it while I earned my
bachelor’s degree. That position
allowed me to take on the very
problems that bothered me when
I was a nurse, and I realized I was
good at working with people, team
building, and problem solving.

At this point, I realized I
lacked a lot of knowledge about
hospital ~ administration  and
chose to earn a master’s degree in
Healthcare Management (MHA)
through a distance learning pro-
gram because at that point, I had
small children and didn’t” want to
be away from them. When I was
nearly done with that program, I
was fortunate to get an offer from
the hospital president to become
an Assistant Vice President, but
there was one stipulation: I had
to get my master’s degree in a tra-
ditional didactic, as he was “old
school” and didn’t respect distance
learning education. I put my MHA
on hold and committed to attend-
ing the University of Louisville
during the evenings to earn a Mas-
ter of Business Administration
(MBA). When I finished my MBA,
I completed the two remaining
courses and the internship neces-
sary to earn my MHA. Looking
back, I would say both degrees
were very valuable, and I would
also say the MHA earned through
the distance learning program was
far more challenging.

By 2004 I was thriving in my

career, but my family and I dealt
with two tragedies: My mother-
in-law, who was in her 50s at the
time, died suddenly from a car-
diac event and my much-loved
grandfather, who raised me, ex-
perienced a fall down a flight of
stairs and later died of sepsis.

As we struggled with our
grief, I received a call from Hilton
Head Hospital in South Carolina,
inviting me to discuss the possi-
bility of working with them. We’d
never considered leaving Lou-
isville and loved it there, but we
visited Hilton Head and I realized
I could make a difference at the
hospital. We took the leap.

I started my 12-year tenure
there as Director of Critical Care
and Emergency Services, which
led to a position as Director of
Cardiovascular,  Cardiopulmo-
nary, and Imaging Services. Later
I became the Vice President of
Business Development and fi-
nally, the Chief Operating Offi-
cer. At Hilton Head, I dug deeper
into financial analysis and delved
into physician recruitment issues.
A defining moment for me was
working in tandem with hospital
staff to keep every patient safe
as we got pounded by Hurricane
Matthew in 2016. It’s very power-
ful to work in a team to care for
people in this basic, yet complex
way.

In the several years prior
to accepting my position here
at HCH, I served as CEO of a
small hospital in West Virginia
where I helped improve the fi-
nancial standing of the hospital,
and then as CEO of Pennsylva-
nia’s Berwick Hospital and the
Berwick Retirement Village, a
240-bed nursing home, where I
helped strengthen the relation-
ship between the hospital and the
community.

At the same time, my wife
and I suddenly found ourselves

empty nesters, with our children
both living in Greenville, South
Carolina. Being 11 hours away
in Pennsylvania became harder,
especially when my daughter had
twins.

I saw the opening at HCH
and was excited by the idea of
serving a small rural hospital. I
also felt that my skillset seemed
well-matched to HCH’s needs.
I’'ve enjoyed working with our
board to start setting our goals.
As our strategic plan takes form,
I will update our community
about developments through a
variety of means, including this
monthly column. I also welcome
community feedback as we chart
HCHs future course.

I’'m humbled that I’'ve been
entrusted with leading HCH and
look forward to my work here,
to running, hiking, and golfing
in these stunning mountains, and
to eventually retiring here with
my wife. We’ve concluded that
this community is a great fit on
every level for us, and I intend to
give my best to this hospital and
our community members — our
neighbors.

* Tom Neal, RN, MBA,
MHA, is the Chief Excecutive Officer
and Chief Nursing Officer (CNO) of
Highlands-Cashiers Hospital. Neal
is a proven leader with more than 30
_years of progressive healthcare experi-
ence. Prior to his role at Highlands-
Cashiers Hospital, be beld the position
of Chief Executive Officer of Com-
munity Health Systems (CHS) and
served as Chief Executive Officer of
both Berwick Hospital Center in Ber-
wick, Pennsylvania, and Greenbrier
Valley Medical Center, Ronceverte,
West Virginia. Tom has an MBA
Srom the University of Louisville,
MHA from the California College of
Health Sciences, BSN from Regents
College of New York and an ADN
Sfrom Jefferson Community College.



..FESTIVAL continued from page 1

said Reid who is also a member
of Highlands Festival Inc., and to
put “heads in beds.”

“This will be a live market-
ing event during which we will
test the waters to see if a Singer
Songwriter weekend, similar to
the Highlands Food & Wine Fes-
tival, would be feasible in 2021,”
she said.

Three artists will be featured
— two supporting artists and one
headline artist. Proposed ticket
prices are $55 for General Ad-
mission and $100 for VIP tickets
with 1,000 tickets available. A
food court will be set up on the
plaza where the ice rink is in the
winter where local restaurants
can sell food and Highlands Fes-
tival, Inc. will conduct bar sales.

Reid said they expect the
event to break even but any pro-
ceeds would go into Highlands
Festival, Inc. which could donate
a portion of the profits to area
nonprofits.

During the Public Com-
ment period prior to the presen-
tation, Hank Ross with Friends
of Founders Park, which is the
organization that raises money
to maintain the park and raise

awareness of it, said the songwrit-
er launch event is exactly the kind
of event the park is designed for
but maintaining the integrity of
the park is also important. To that
end, he hoped Friends of Founders
Park would be one of the chatitable
organizations to which proceeds
would be directed.

“Over the years, the number
of events we are having are getting
larger as far as the amount of peo-
ple and it’s creating a lot more im-
pact on the park,” he said. “As you
know our organization helps main-
tain the park and we do a fundraiser
where 100% of the proceeds go
toward color, maintenance, grass,
things like that — doing a little bit
extra that the town may or may not
be able to do.

“I really hope that this group,
or any other large group that pro-
poses this kind of impact on the
grass, which we will be trying to
renovate this spring, will donate
some of the proceeds to Friends
of Founders Park or the Town of
Highlands for the park.”

Reid requested renting KH
Founders Park Friday, May 1-Sun-
day, May 3 with closure of Pine
Street 11 p.m. May 1 to midnight,

May 2. Public pedestrian access
would only be restricted on May 2.

Since it’s an open-air event,
barricades will be set up around
the perimeter and Eleven Events
will work closely with local police
and will hire supplemental pri-
vate security during the event for
crowd control.

Reid said since it is an open-
air event (without a tent) people
without tickets could gather along
the outskirts of the perimeter to
hear the music but wouldn’t be
able to partake in the food or al-
cohol which will only be allowed
within the park that night.

Commissioners were OK
with the idea saying that since
Highlands Festival, Inc., was a
nonprofit it was OK to have a
ticketed event in the park and that
it seemed reasonable that Friends
of Founders Park be a recipient of
some proceeds.

However, the final vote was
4-1 with Commissioner John Dot-
son voting “no” because he hadn’t
had enough time to digest the pro-
posal and formulate an opinion.

Reid said they needed to
know if they could proceed that
night since they had to begin get-
ting the bands together right away.

— Kim Lewicki

S SPORTS®

his  week
middle
school bas-

ketball played at
Tallulah Falls and
Cullowhee Valley.
The gitls fell just
short against both
after hard fought
battles. The boys
pulled out a win
over  Cullowhee
but could not
over Tallulah Falls.
Their next home game will be to-
day, January 23rd. They will play
Rabun Gap with gitls starting at
4:30 and boys playing after.

High school  basketball
played both Rosman and Swain.
JV girls did not play either team
due to the other teams not having
one. All teams- JV boys as well

as varsity girls and
boys, took a clean
sweep over Ros-
man. The JV boys
and varsity gitls also
beat Swain, but var-
sity boys did not.
Their next home
game will be on
Wednesday, Febru-
ary 5th. They will
play Hayesville with
JV gitls starting at 4
pm followed by JV
boys, then varsity girls and finally
varsity boys.

Cheetleaders will be compet-
ing in a competition in Raleigh, NC
on Saturday, February 1st. Their
competition time is still to be de-
termined.

Come out and support your
Highlanders!

with Kedra McCall
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Call 828-526-3783
The Center for Plastic Surgery

828-526-3783
209 Hospital Dr, Ste 202, Highlands
PlasticSurgeryToday.com

by Wm Shakespeare

Live via Satellite
Saturday,
January 25 of

London

1pm
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DOGSPEAK

e REFIECTIONS FROM |LLORD BANJO ®

The Dog Space Program: A short story by Lord Banjo

migoodness, Banjo, this is hys-
terical,” exclaimed Mum.
“Huh, what?” I murmured.

I’d been in the midst of my Sunday snooze
beside Mum’s chair until her chuckling
woke me up. “What is it?”

“This comic strip reminds me of
Tinker when she was in her prime.”

Hmm, since Tinker went to Dog-
gie Heaven years ago, 1 was intrigued.
“What’s it about, Mum?”

“It’s about dogs and balls, silly boy,
stand up and come see.”

I lifted my head but couldn’t quite
catch a glimpse of the newspaper in
Mum?’s lap. Of course, with Puddin’ purt-
ing in her lap, it was especially difficult to
see the paper.

“Sheesh,” said Mum, “You’ll have to
stand up to see this, and you wonder why
I call you a lazy lugger.”

There was that word again—Iazy-
-mostly used when I was being compared
to Tinker. Because Tinker chased balls
in all sizes and drug sticks around the
yard and played with toys, my pet parents
seemed to think she was special, much
more special than 1.

I showed Mum. I got to my feet and
stuck my nose in the paper, dislodging
Puddin’ who leaped down with a sharp
meow. My take? Only pet parents with
ball obsessed dogs would find the comic
funny. Something about dogs having a
space station with one purpose—to catch
the moon, or as they called it, the big ten-
nis ball in the sky.

“Mum, do you really think Tinker
saw the moon as a humongous tennis
ball?” I asked. “I mean, I always thought
Tinker was pretty smart, despite her ob-
session.”

“It’s a joke, Banjo. Though Tinker
did like beach balls, which were pretty
darned big.”

“I like finding her racquet balls all
over the house, under the couches and
beds,” Puddin’ piped up. “They’re fun
to roll around. Why don’t you like balls,
Banjo. What’s wrong with you?”

“Nothing’s wrong with me,” I huffed.
“Now, Mum, can you please go back to
quietly drinking your coffee and read-
ing the paper, while I carry on with my
nap?”’That got a laugh out of Mum. Why
yes, son, please resume your snoozing.”

I thought of Tinker and
smiled as I recalled her antics.
As long as I wasn’t expected to
play with her or her gazillion
balls, I was happy watching her
and dozing nearby. Suddenly,
something tickled my nose. 1
opened my eyes, and there she
was—Tinker—nudging me.
How could that be? I yawned.
“I thought you were in Doggie
Heaven, frolicking in the creek
and chasing balls.”

Shhh,” she said. “That’s what Mum
and Dad think, but I snuck off to join the
Dog Space Program. They needed my ex-
pertise on the best way to bring down that
giant shiny ball in the sky.”

I rolled over and blinked, not believ-
ing my eyes ... or eats. I stuck out my paw
and touched her. She was solid.

“We'’re recruiting dogs of all shapes,
sizes, and dispositions to help with our
research, Banjo. We ball obsessed kinds
thought maybe having a different perspec-
tive—a more laid back one—might be
beneficial. I told my fellow dog scientists
that you were a perfect candidate, oblivi-
ous to balls and known as a relaxation ex-
pert. Are you game to help us?” asked my
big sister.

“Umm, I guess, as long as I don’t have
to leave Mum and Dad. But what exactly
do I have to do?”

It was nice to see Tinker, but I wasn’t
sure what was going on and wasn’t plan-
ning to leap before I looked. Rut-ro, I
thought, too late. When I took a long look
around, I saw that I was no longer on my
soft bed next to Mum. Instead, T was in
a brightly lit room, complete with white
walls and bright white tile. A lab looking
room, as in scientific, not as in Labrador
Retriever.

The tiles were cold, just the way I like
‘em, but what was with the bright lights?
And, wait. Now Tinker was wearing a white
lab coat. I'd never seen her in any kind of
coat before. Her name was embroidered
on the pocket, and she was wearing glass-
es. Whoa, there were lots of dogs in white
coats, all busily studying charts and looking
through telescopes.

“Tinker,” 1 exclaimed, “Where the
heck are we?”

“It’s really cool, Banjo,” she said.

The Royal Pooch
Lord Banjo

“Our lab is on a star right out-
side Doggie Heaven. We have
a great view of the moon from
here, the better to study it and
figure out how we can catch it
and play with it.”

Uh-huh, I thought, this was
getting “curiouser and curious-
er,” as my Dad likes to say. I re-
alized that Tinker and I were in
a pen separated from the other
white-coated dogs, and then I
noticed there was a large Great
Pyrenees lying in the far corner.

“Who are you,” I called.

“I’m Sirius,” ruffed the big white dog.
“This group seems to think that since my
name is used to refer to the Dog Star, I
have some special knowledge. All I want is
to get back to guarding my herd of sheep,
but these nerdy dogs don’t want me to
leave. They keep asking me to chase balls
and give them feedback on how I like it.
Like it? I have important guard dog work
to do; why would I like chasing balls?”

Well, I had to agree with Sirius on
that score. I don’t have a herd of sheep to
guard, but I have Mum, Dad, and Puddin’.
They depend on me to keep them safe. I
have several spots around our house where
I can stretch out with one eye open and
bark when anyone threatening approaches.

Tinker was listening to our discussion
so I said, “Hey, Sis, I’'m with Sirius. Thanks
for the invitation, but I want to go home.”

“Now, now,” said Tinker. “That’s re-
ally not an option. We need your input be-
fore we can send you on your way and that
could take some time.”

“Time,” I yelped, “Forget it. I want to
go home now. Get me out of here.”

That’s when Sirius whispered in my
ear. “Banjo, there’s no reasoning with these
ball dogs. The only way we can get out of
here is for us to join forces, charge the
fence, leap it, and run as fast as we can out
the door to the earth elevator.”

None of this was making any sense
to me. Run? Leap? Earth elevator? On my
best days, I don’t run or leap. And what’s
an earth elevator? But since ’'m part Great
Pyrenees, I felt a kinship with Sirius, and 1
trusted him. At this point, I trusted him
way more than my sister Tinker. “Lead the
way,” I ruffed. “I’'m with you.”

With that, Sirius gave a deep growl

and hurtled toward the fence. As he grace-
fully leaped over it, I did my best to get up
a head of steam and follow him. Lo’ and
behold, I soared over the fence and sprint-
ed after him to the earth elevator. I hadn’t
moved that swiftly ever. Safely inside, we
hit the Down button, and whoosh, we
tumbled back to earth. Or at least that’s
what it felt like.

Wham! I found myself on my cushy
bed with Puddin’ looking at me and paw-
ing my nose.

“Banjo, Banjo,” she meowed. “Wake
up. You’re growling and moving your legs.
Are you having a bad dream?”

“Huh, bad dream? Where’s Tinker?
Where’s Sirius?”

“Well, Tinket’s been gone a while,
Banjo. I was just a kitten when she left us,
and who’s Sirius?”

“Sirius, the beautiful white dog right
over ...” Where was he?

“Shhh, Banjo, you were definitely
dreaming. There’s no white dog, no Tin-
ker, just you, me, and Mum.”

“But Puddin’, Tinker took me to
some kind of Dog Space Lab with white
walls and bright lights, and she wanted me
to chase balls, and ... and that’s what hap-
pened to me. I swear. She had me and Sir-
ius and wouldn’t let us go. I had to run to
escape. Sirius and I galloped, we sprinted,
and even jumped a fence! ”

Now, that cracked Puddin’ up. The
thought of me running was too much for
her. She laughed so hard, she hiccupped.
“Banjo, you never run, you silly boy.
You’re known for meandering and snooz-
ing, not running.”

Truth be told, the idea of me running
is pretty unbelievable even to me. “Pud-
din,” T ruffed, “I had to get home. A boy’s
gotta do what a boy’s gotta do so I ran, I
tell you! I don’t plan to make a habit of it,
but that’s what I did.”

I could tell from the smitk on her
little cat face that she didn’t believe me,
but that’s my story, and I’'m sticking to it.

>

* Lord Banjo lives in Georgia with
his Mum, Kathy Manos Penn. Find more
stories in his book, “Lord Banjo the Royal
Pooch,” available on Amazon. To contact
him, please email inkpennl19@gmail.
com.
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Matural Prosducts Store
Carrying a wide variety of
natural products for your

Mind, Body & Home.
Open Mon.-Sat. 9a to 5:30p

T
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Juice Bar

Organic Fresh Juices & Smoothies
and Salads “On the Go!”
Open Mon.-Sat. 9a to 5p

526-5999
Located at 680 N. 4th. St., Highlands

From left are Bonnie Potts, Executive Director of The Literacy Council; Jerry Hermanson, Executive Director of the Community Care Clinic;
Steve Hamm and Mark Chmar of the Highlands Motoring Festival, presenting a check for $43,500 to the Community Care Clinic, The Lit-
eracy Council,and R.E.A.C.H. of Macon County on Jan. | 6.

Advertising in Highlands
Newspaper or on line at
www.highlandsinfo.com
WORKS!
For information email
highlandseditor@aol.com
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White Glove Delivery Throughout The Southeast & Beyond

2089 Dillard Road, Highlands | 2 miles from Main Street | 828-526-5577 | www.summerhousehighlands.com
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MEMORANDUM OF TELEPHONE CONVERSATION

SUBJECT : =tcr=Telephone Conversation with Preside nt
Zelenskyy of Ukraine

PARTICIPANTS: Pre sident Zelenskyy of Ukraine

Notetakers: The White House Situation ‘Room
DATE, TIME July 25, 2019, 9:03 - 9:33 a.m.
AND PLACE: EDT Residence

=tSy®r> The President: Congratulations on a great victory. We
allwatched from the United States and you did a terrific job.
The way .you came from behind, somebody who wasn't given much of
achance, and you ended up winning easily. It's a fantastic
achievement. Congratulations.

“tjindy=president Zelenskyy: You-are absolutely right Mr.

President. We did win big and we worked hard for this. We worked
a lot but I would like to confess to you that I had an
opportunity to learn from you. We used quite a few of your
skills ‘and knowledge and were able to use it as an example for
our elections and yes it is-true that these were unique
elections. We were in a unique situation that we were able to

CAUTION: A Memorandum of a Telephone Conversation. (TELCON) is not a verbatim transcript of a

discussion. The text in this document records the notes and recollections of Situation Room Duty
Officers and-NSC policy staff assigned to listen.and memorialize the conversation in written form

as the conversation takes place. A number of factors can affect the accuracy of the record,
including poor telecommunications connections and variations in accent and/or interpretation. The

xord "inaudible” is used to indicate portions of a conversation that the notetaker was unable to
ear.

Classified By: 2354726
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achieve a unique success. I'm able to tell you the following;
the first time, you called mé to congratulate me when I won
my presidential election, and the second time you are now
callingme when my party won the parliamentary election. I think
Ishould run more often so you can call me more often and we can
talk over the phone more often.

~{t87MPr=The President: (laughter] That's a very good idea. I think
your country is very happy about that.

“tsyMey=President Zelenskyy: Well yes, to tell you the truth, we
are trying to work hard because we wanted to drain the swamp here
in our country. We brought in many many new people. Not the old
politicians, not the typical politicians, because we want to have
a new format and a new type of government. You are a great
teacher for us and in that.

t3#r™ The President: Well it's very nice of you to say that. I
will say that we do 'a lot for Ukraine. We spend a lot of effort

- ADVERTI

In this season of Thanksgiving I have enormous gratitude that I am an American. I am grateful that |
We are in gravely serious times, as onr Congress considers the options and consequences of impeachme
Despite President Trump’s appeals to read the transcript of his phone call with Ukraine’s President 7
cally analyze its content, come 1o your own conclusions and communicate your thoughts to Rep. Mark M
Further, I hope readers will participate in a respectful exchange of views through Letters-to-the-Edito
I realize this is a hectic and demanding time of the year. But surely our country deserves our thoughtfi

Rep. Mark Meadows: (202) 225-6401 « 21
Senator Richard Burr: (202) 224-3154 « 217 Russe
Senator Thom Tillis: (202) 224-6342 ¢ 113 Dirksc

and a lot of time. Much more than the European countries are 1C
doing and they should be helping you more than they are. Germany
does almost nothing for you. All they do is talk and I thinkit's

SPOSKRERI L EPRRGYTY ABRRET BRI EH13EFuRBETNP Rk WEPale BTt do
anything. A lot of the European countries are the same way so I
think it's something you want to look at but the United States has
been very very good to Ukraine. I wouldn't say that it's
reciprocal necessarily because things are happening that are not
good but the United States has been very very good to Ukraine.
™ ~President Zelenskyy: Yes you are-absolutely right. Not
-only 100%, but actually 1000% and I can tell you the following;

I did_talk to Angela Merkel and I did meet with hér. I also met
and talked with Macron and I told them that they are not doing

quite as much as they need to be doing on the issues with the
sanctions. They are not enforcing the sanctions. They are not
working as much as they should work for Ukraine. It turns out that
even though logically, the European Union should be our biggest-
partner but technically the United States is a muchbigger partner
than the European Union and I'm very grateful to

you for that because the United States is doing quite a lot for
Ukraine. Much more than the European Union especially when we

are talking about sanctions against the Russian Federation. I

would also like to thank you for.your great support in the
areaof defense. We are ready to continue to cooperate for the
next steps. specifically we are almost.ready to buy more Javelins
fromthe United States for defense purposes.

UNCLASSIFIED
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¢87NPy The President: I would like you to do us a favor though
because our country has been through a lot and Ukraine knows a
lot about it. I would like you to find out what happened with
this whole situation with Ukraine, they say Crowdstrike.. I guess
you have one of your wealthy people.. The server, they say Ukraine
has .it. There-are a lot of things that went on, the

whole situation. .I think you’re surrounding yourself with some
of the same people. I would like to have the Attorney General

68LLoMOBEOTLYORE PERPLSWAPEsLe U] LikE ¥RAB1LEOnERE e thRded
with a very poor performarice by a man named Robert Mueller , an
incompetent performance, but they say a lot of it started with
Ukraine. Whatever you can do, it's very important that you.do it
if that's possible.

¢o*B= President Zelenskyy: Yes it is. very important for me and
everything that you just mentioned earlier. For me as a
President, it is very important and we are open for any future
cooperation. We are ready to open a new page on cooperation in
.relations between the United States and Ukraine. For that
purpose, I just recalled our ambassador from United States andhe
will be replaced by a very competent and very experienced
ambassador who will work hard on making sure that our twonations
are getting closer. I would also like and hope to seehim having
your trust and your confidence and have personal relations with
you so we can cooperate even more so. I -will

POLITICAL ADVERTISEMEN
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' Live in a democracy and 1 can voice my opinions to my elected Representatives and Senators in Congress.
1t

elensky, many people have not read it. Perbaps by having it readily available here, you will read it, criti-
adows, Sen. Richard Burr, and Sen. Thom Tillis.

rand in-person conversations.

! scrutiny of the President’s ability to lead us forward as the United States of America. — Jane Jerry

60 Rayburn HOB, Washington, DC 20515
1l Senate Office Building, Washington, DC 20510
n Senate Office Building, Washington, DC 20510

2 Bersqnally tell you that one of my assistants spoke with Mr.
iuliani just.recently and we are hoping very much that Mr.

Giuliani will be able to travel to Ukraine and we will meet once

he comes to Ukraine. I just wanted to assure you once again
that you have nobody but friends around-us. I will make sure
‘that” I surround myself with the best and most experienced

people. Ialso wanted to tell you that we are friends. We are

gréat'friends,and %Pu Mr. President have friends_in oEr country
o wecan continue our strategic partnership. I also plan to

surround myself with great people and in addition to that
investigation,I guarantee as the President of Ukraine that all
the investigations .will be done openly and candidly..That I can
assure you.. )

{9/ .The President: Good because I heard you had a prosecutor
who was very good and he was shut down and that's really unfair.
;A lot of people are talking about that, the way they shut your
very good prosecutor down and you had some very bad people
involved. Mr. Giuliani is a highly respected man. He was the
mayor of New York City, a great mayor, and I would like him to

UNCI.ASSTRTED
SEERETTORCOITITOTORIY
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call you. I will ask him to call you along with the Attorney’
General. Rudy very much knows what's happening and he is a very
capable guy. If you could speak to him that would be great. The
form er ambassador from the United States, the woman, was bad news
and the people she was dealing with in .the Ukraine.were bad news
so I just want to let you know that. The other thing, There's a
lot of. talk about Biden's son, that Biden stopped the prosecution
and a lot of people want to find out about that so whatever you
can do with the Attorney General would be great.Biden went around
bragging that he stopped the prosecution so if you can look into
it.. It sounds horrible to me.

{SA%P) President Zelenskyy: I wanted tovtell'you_about the
prosecutor. First of all I understand and I'm knowledgeable

.about the situation. Since we have won the absolute majority in
our Parliament; the next prosecutor general will be 100% my
person, my candidate, who will be approved by the parliament and
will start as a new prosecutor in September. He or she will look
into the situation, specifically to the company that you
.mentioned in this issue. The issue of the investigation of the
case is actually the issue of making sure to restore the honesty

so we will take care of that and will work on the investigation of
the case. On top of that, I would kindly ask you if you have

any additional information that you can provide to us, it would.
be very helpful for the investigation to make sure that we
administer justice in our country with regard. to the Ambassador to
the United States from Ukraine as far as I recall her name was
Ivanovich. It was great that you were the first one. who told me

that she was a bad ambassador because I agree with you 100%.Her
attitude towards me was far from the best as she admired the
previous President and she was on his side. She would not accept
me as a new President well enough.

T, PAID FOR BY JANE JERRY
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{3/ The President: Well, 'she's going to go through some things.
I will. have Mr. Giuliani.give you a call and I am alsogoing to
have Attorney General Barr call and we will get to thebottom of
it. I'm sure you will figure it out. I heard the prosecutor was
treated very badly and he was a very fair prosecutor so good luck
with everything. Your economy is going -

to get better and better I predict. You have a lot of assets.It's
a great country. I have many Ukrainian friends, their

incredible ‘people.

}gzggf-President Zelenskyy: I would like to tell you that I also

have .quite a few Ukrainian friends that live in the United’
States. Actually last time I traveled to the United States, I
stayed in New York near Central Park and I stayed at the Trump

UNOT, A ear

‘SREREPIORCOIAOFORN-
s UNCLASSIFIED

Tower. I will talk to them and I hope to see them'again in the
future. I also wanted to -t hank you .for your invitation to visit

the United States, s ecifically Washington DC. _On the other |
hand, I also want to ensure you that we will be very serious

about .the case and will work on the investigation. As to.the
economy, there is much potential for our two countries and one
e P S L U PR A A U g A e B Y
cooperating on energy independence with United States. We are
already working on cooperation. We are buying American oil but I
am very hopeful for--a future meeting. We will have more time
andmore opportunities to discuss these oppo rtunities and get to
know each other better. I would like to thank you very much for
your support

{84%®» The President: Good. Well, thank you very much and I
appreciate that. I will tell Rudy and Attorney General Barr to
call. Thank you. Whenever you would like -to come to the White
House, feel free to call. Give us a date and we'll work that.

out. I look forward to seeing you.

(64/%P President Zelenskyy: Thank you very much. I would be very
happy to come and would be happy to meet with you personally and

. get to know. you better. I am looking forward to our meeting and
I also would like-to invite you to visit Ukraine and come to the
city of Kyiv which is a beautiful city. We have a beautiful
country which would welcome you. On the other hand, I believe
that on September 1 we will be in Poland and we can meet in
Poland hopefully. After that, it might be a very good idea for

%ou to travel to Ukraine. We can either take my plane and go to
kraine or we can take your plane, which is probably much better

than mine.

{s/NPP* The President: Okay, 'we can work that out. I look forward
to seeing you in Washington and maybe in-Poland because I think

we are going to be there at that time.

19/ President - Zelenskyy: Thank you very much Mr. President.
{84%™ fThe President: Congratulations on a fantastic job you've

done.. The whole world was watching. I'm not sure it was so much
of an upset but congratulations.

*¢94¥N# President Zelenskyy: Thank you Mr. President bye-bye.

-- End of Conversation --

R il
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..PRIMARY 2020 continued from page 6

ers are forced to beg for financial
assistance and to spend their own
money for basic student needs. It
is disgraceful that the Macon Mid-
dle School was allowed to become
leaky and moldy and not main-
tained up to standard for 40 years.
It is disgraceful that 58% of our
children live in homes below the
poverty level, that the majority of
our students qualify for free and
reduced price meals (including
the entire East Franklin School),
and that many other families are
humiliated every year when they
cannot afford to pay for meals for
their children.

It is unfortunate that we
have consolidated our elemen-
tary schools so that the majority
of young students ate taken out
of their home communities and
must commute long weary miles
elsewhere. I don’t know of many
adults who would suffer through
such long hours of busing to get
to their workplace every day, but
yet our children are forced do it. It
is disgraceful that decisions have
not already been made, years ago,
about the future of facilities at

\ D”“ !
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Nantahala, Highlands, and Frank-
lin High School in a fair and eq-
uitable manner. We spend far too
much time plug-
ging holes rather
than planning and
setting priorities.

As our state [§
legislature  contin-
ues its juggernaut
toward  privatiza-
tion of our public
schools, we can-
not simply blame
the state for cut-
ting our funds. As
a county, we must
fill the gap to the
degree that we
can financially do so, right here at
home, and go even beyond the ba-
sic essentials to the degree that we
can afford it. For starters, we can
use local funds for all necessary
supplies and instructional materi-
als not provided by the state, and
we as a county can certainly pay
for meals for students who ate
currently paying for them in part
or full, often with great difficulty.
Would adults be happy going to
their jobs without adequate tools
and meals? In the whole scheme
of our county’s total finances, pay-
ing for school supplies and meals
for our children is not a large item.

We could initiate long-range
planning to decentralize our large
elementary schools and return
students to smaller community
schools, while at the same time
plan for reconditioning our middle
and high school facilities, bringing
them up to standard and expand-
ing them. It would take time to
decentralize, but that’s what long-
range planning is for. And we
should really look at restructuring
the grade-level offerings at each
school level, which is actually not
as formidable as it might seem if
done in conjunction with facilities
planning,

Macon County already has
adequate funding resources for
most of our educational needs if
the county commissioners would
plan ahead and set priorities with
educational needs at the top,
rather than continue to engage in
authoritarian knee-jerk piecemeal
governance by ad hoc special in-
terests. Our basic education needs
should supersede all other aspects

Olga Lampki

of our county finances, if we ex-
pect to meet our moral obliga-
tions and prepare our children for
a future here in Macon County
or elsewhere, depending on what
they want to learn
and do. Having the
basic education to
allow for choices
is the most impor-
tant legacy we can
provide for our
children.

Macon  County
is in the middle of
a large space needs
analysis  project  to
address  infrastruc-
ture needs. What are
your thoughts on the
current direction  the
connty is taking to address these issues?

Lampkin: Most road re-
pairs and upgrades are handled
by DOT. Ideally DOT would
consider the actual communities
in which it seeks to address in-
frastructure needs. However, I'm
involved in the Highway 107 proj-
ects in Sylva and know firsthand
that DOT drawings and projects
are prepared by people who seem-
ingly have no idea what would be
beneficial for the communities. We
need to be proactive with DOT
from early stages of projects to
ensure that our needs are being
taken into consideration and met.
As a community, we need to be
open to new ideas, even if they
might take some getting used to.

For instance, I support the
installation of the traffic circles
in Franklin. They are “difficult”
because they are new and uncom-
mon but, if used propetly, they
will ease traffic congestion at the
intersections where they were in-
stalled. I also support putting utili-
ties lines underground. Not only
would it cut down on power and
phone outages caused by downed
trees, but it would be more pleas-
ing to the eye.

Wallace: The  $300,000
“space needs” study recently com-
pleted was preordained to fit our
existing programs and services —
except for promotion of a new
and wildly expensive courthouse
and detention centet.

Schools facilities were not
included in the study; therefore,
the study was actually not a study
of our comprehensive needs but
a rubber stamp of the status quo

and special interests. We do need
a review of our comprehensive
needs, along with projected costs
for each capital item, but not an-
other study to justify special inter-
est projects.

We should set
priorities for the
entire county and
continually review
them, including |
long-range  plan-
ning for a civic
center large and
complex enough to
house high school
graduations  and
events such as arts
and crafts fairs, gun
shows, automobile
shows, and assorted
conferences.

We should put money into
our schools (both facilities and
operation) and services for the
growing population of retirees,
rather than continuing to expand
recreation, entertainment, and the
airport; and every large project
requiring large expenditures and
ongoing maintenance should be
decided by public referendum, by
a direct vote of the people, fully
patticipatory and fully transparent.

Any other issues or information
_you wonld like to include for your voters.

Lampkin: I have many
skills that I believe can be useful
to Macon County residents, I am
hardworking, energetic and open-
minded. I am always open to rea-
sonable compromise, but I can
stand my ground when needed. I
believe that the issues that come
before the County Commission
should not be dealt with in a parti-
san manner, because what is good
for Macon County is good for
ALL of us.”

Wallace: The most important
offerings we have here to entice
business and industry are (1) rela-
tively cheap land with large open
spaces, (2) a willing workforce, es-
pecially young people who want to
stay here or who have moved away
and want to come back home if
they had jobs, and (3) access to
transportation systems in Atlanta,
Asheville, and Knoxville.

But we have to take the ini-
tiative to look for new businesses
and industries and to let them
know what we have to offer. We
should support and encourage
home and property ownership,

Betty Wallace

rather than overburdening home
and property owners with unnec-
essary local regulations, which are
out of control and growing worse
all the time.

We  should
renovate and ex-
pand the deten-
tion center, even
to auxiliary sites,
and quit sending,
at great expense,
our inmate over-
flow to Cherokee
and Clay counties.
We should create
more accurate and
more streamlined
flow of informa-
tion between our
local government
and the public, and most of all,
build public trust by being trans-
parent with the problems of law
enforcement and the court sys-
tem at all levels.

We need more rehabilitation
programs for non-violent offend-
ers; and a separate “drug court”
to relieve our ovetloaded court
system would be helpful, since
we have seen the positive imple-
mentation of drug courts in other
states, including our neighbor
state of Georgia. We should also
work to change our laws regard-
ing marijuana use that is clogging
our law enforcement and court
systems and preventing our citi-
zens from obtaining the benefits
of medical marijuana.

We must do better at caring
for our disabled citizens and our
homeless population (now esti-
mated at 300) with provisions for
safe and secure houses for those
who need them, through foster
care, group homes, and other in-
dividual arrangements. We should
consider creating and investing in
a “permanent fund” that will re-
turn dividends to the citizens over
the long haul rather than patting
ourselves on the back for our
“borrowing power” that allows
us to engage in ongoing indebt-
edness.

We should consider merging
major aspects of our county gov-
ernment with our municipal gov-
ernments to eliminate inefficiency
of overtlapping responsibilities
and unnecessary duplication, to
avoid confusion about who does
what and where the buck stops,

e See PRIMARY 2020 page 19
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What Would Mom Say?

s a small boy growing
up in Brooklyn, NY, I
ecall my mother ad-

monishing me to avoid discus-
sion of religion, politics or sex
in polite company. Polite com-
pany — what a quaint notion.
“People have their own ideas
about those things,” she’d said,
often. “Better to keep your
opinions to yourself.” Good
advice, and I’ve tried to adhere
to that philosophy, but oh, how difficult
it is to listen to some of the fertilizer be-
ing spread around these days and not re-
spond. It’s tiring having to throw up my
hands, shake my head, and just walk away,
as much as I do.

For a variety of reasons, it’s difficult
to remember 1968. First of all, it’s fifty-
two years ago. That, by itself, messes with
a person’s memory. Second, it was an enot-
mously turbulent time. We were fighting a
hugely unpopular war, we were failing to
address both civil and women’s rights, and
we would experience the assassination of
two bigger than life Americans — Martin
Luther King, Jr. and Robert F. Kennedy,
both of whom, it’s fair to say, were polar-
izing figures.

What I do remember is that, in 1968,
even though I wasn’ as plugged-in to the
wotld around me as I would become sev-
eral years down the road, it was impossible
not to see how fractured society was in the
most explosive time since the Civil War.

Fast forward through a dozen Presi-
dential elections to 2020. We've had
twelve presidential elections, seven won
by Republicans, five by Democrats. We’ve
witnessed an explosion of new media
platforms and channels, along with a trans-
formation involving the nature, scope and
tone of what information is available to
the American people.

No longer do conversations in our
society even resemble the idea of civility.
We see and hear name-calling, fear mon-
gering, outright dishonesty, and an almost
impenetrable tribal mentality from those
we invest with the power to govern. A
venomous, binary hatred permeates what
once was our great nation’s glorious ex-
periment in democracy. I, for one, don’t
like it one bit.

Why have things gotten so bad? Why
are we so angry? When did we stop be-
ing willing, or even able, to disagree with
someone without it causing either real or
metaphorical bloodshed?

"Bud Katz

I speak, often, with people
with whom I don’ agree on a
variety of potentially combus-
tible subjects. The conversations
sometimes take turns into mat-
ters that would cause my moth-
er some trepidation. I can hear
her voice; “Careful, now, son
of mine,” she’d whisper. “That
road could get very bumpy”
Mostly, 'm able to keep my
emotions in check, ask ques-
tions instead of making pronouncements,
and maintain a degree of civility that might
in other circumstances leave the building
faster than Elvis following a concert.

I really want to understand the beliefs
and opinions of others, especially those
with whom I might disagree. Heating the ar-
ticulated feelings of those who aren’t on my
page can lead to enlightenment, and perhaps
even a way through the darkness to that cur-
rently elusive place called understanding,

People tend to lose me when they cat-
egorically declare themselves right and dis-
miss without acknowledgement any dissent-
ing opinion. They lose me when they begin
childish name-calling, attacking the person
instead of his or her position; killing the
messenger, as it were, instead of arguing the
message. They lose me when they start hurl-
ing racist, sexist, partisan political, or other
epithets that neither address an issue or nor
demonstrate an attempt at rational discourse.

The good news is, our nation got
through 1968. We got through the lies of
Vietnam. We got through Watergate, and its
attempted coverup, the Iranian hostage tak-
ing, the arms-for-a-different-set-of-hostages
scandal, the first Gulf War, Bosnia, Bill Clin-
ton’s impeachment, 9/11, and the lies that
put us into war in Iraq. Our nation will get
through Afghanistan, Donald Trump’s im-
peachment, and the next election, whoever
prevails. We're still working on civil rights,
women’s rights, getting our national fiscal
house in order, regaining, or for some, gain-
ing trust in our elected leaders and in our
news media, and starting to get along with
one another again.

I can’t possibly know what my sainted
mother would make of America in 2020.
In the next fifty-two years we hopefully will
remember how to disagree without being
disagreeable, to get along when we don’t go
along, and to be able to discuss religion, poli-
tics and even sex, in polite company, with-
out it causing the end of the world. One can
only hope.
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828-482-1609
330 Main St.
Highlands

,;F-'- Call to book a group cooking class

with Rachel!

OPEN 7 DAYS
Mon-Thurs: + 11a to 5p

Punwurﬁmwuimwnmm Fri-Sat: 10:30a to 5:30p

Sun: 12-5p

Cr'avmg new flavors?
Check out our Recipe Cards for new
takes on old favorites and new creations
you can call your own!

Try, Mediterrean Pasta.
(Featuring TS&TE's new pasta linel)
Required spices from TS&TE and those from the
grocer are listed in easy to follow step-by-step
instructions on the back of the recipe cards.
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Ongoing

* Movies at the Playhouse Fri & Sat
1,4,7;Sun. | & 4;Tues-Thurs 1,4,7.

* Ice Skating at K-H Founders Park
—Thurs,. |1-8p; Fri. & Sat 1-10p; Sun. |-5p..

* The Bascom is open Friday - Mon-
day [0am-5pm (Sundays |2pm - 5pm).
Visitors are welcome to enjoy the newly
updated Story Walk Trail throughout the
week.

* At the Highlands Recreation Dept.
pool. Public Swim Monday-Thursday
I la-7p Friday and Saturday |la-6p and
Sunday |-6p.

* Fibber Magee’s Clothing Thrift
Store on Laurel Street is open Tues.-
Friday 10a to 4p and on Saturday from
10a to 2p.

First Mondays

* Shortoff Baptist Church non-de-
nominational Men’s Mtg at 7p.

Mondays

* At the Rec Park, Dance2Fit classes
with Tori Schmitt at 5:30pm.

Mon.-Wed.

* Hip Hop classes with Tori Schmitt
5:30-6:30.

Mon. & Thurs.

* The Joy Program at HUMC 1 1:30a

to 1:30p. Includes a free lunch and a vari-
ety of programs and games.All seniors are
welcome. For more info, call Kristy Lewis
at 526-3376.

Mon. & Fri.

* Gentle Yoga at the Rec park at 9:15-
10:15 a.m..All levels welcome.

Mon.,Wed., Fri.

* Heart Healthy Exercise Class
Monday, Wednesday and Friday 8:30am-
9:30am.

» Step Aerobics with Tina Rogers
8-%a.

Mon.,Wed.,Thurs.

* Pickle Ball at the Recreation De-
partment Gym 10:30am -1pm

Tuesdays

* FREE Community Table Dinner at
the Community Bldg. at 6p.

* The Highlands Writers Group
meets Tuesday, at 3pm in the downstairs
boardroom at The Bascom. Writers at
all levels of proficiency are welcome. For
additional information, contact Bud Katz,
828-526-3190 or budandlynn@me.com.

* The Humanist Discussion Group
meets from 10:30-11:30 am in the Meet-
ing Room at the back of the Hudson Li-
brary.

IGHL ANDS AREA EVENTS.

Third Tuesday

* The Macon County Poultry club
meets to discuss topics related to raising
backyard chickens. For more information
please call 828-349-2046 or 828-369-
3916.

* Highlands Area Indivisible Group
meets at 5 pm in the Meeting Room at
the back of the Hudson Library.

Tuesday and Thursdays

» At the Rec Park, Dance2Fit with
Tori Schmitt at 7:30am.

* Exercise Class with Michelle Lane
at 5:30. A combination class with many
different styles of exercise at Rec Park.

Wednesdays

* At Community Bible Church,
5-5:30p - Dinner — Free (Donations Ap-
preciated) 5:45-7p - G.R.O.W. Get Real
on Wednesdays — Classes offered on
money management, addiction, discov-
ering your spiritual gifts and personality
type, studying the bible, evangelism, par-
enting, marriage, grief, and more. All are

welcome! Visit www.cbchighlands.com.

* Power Flow Yoga with Nalicia Allio
a certified Yoga Instructor [2-1pm and
6:30-7:30pm.

First Wednesdays

* Family Movies at the Hudson Li-
brary at 3:30pm. Call 828-526-3031 for
titles.

3rd Wednesdays

* Recently released movies at Hud-
son Library at 2pm. Call 828-526-3031
for titles.

Wed. & Fri.

* Highlands/Cashiers Alcoholics
Anonymous “Open Meetings” are for
anyone who thinks they may have a
drinking problem or for anyone interest-
ed in the A.A. recovery program. Open
meetings are held in Highlands @ the
I'st Presbyterian Church, 471 Main St., at
noon.And held six times a week in Ca-
shiers at the Church of the Good Shep-
herd, Rte 107, Cashiers. For meeting
times in Cashiers go to website www.

relationshipa

wvery impoariant, because timing o tre
critical and regular office visits can

rratierl | lsak fareard to

| recognize that for heart disease, local access

bBaing able to off

Harris Regional Hospital

WELCOMES
Anne Fulbright, PA-C

!

SPECIALIZING IN:
Cardiovascular Disease

REGIOMAL HOSPITAL
A Duke LifePoint Hospital

HARRIS CARDIOLOGY
68 Hospital Read, Sylva

Making Communities Healthier «+ MyHarrisRegional.com

‘Midsummer Night’'s Dream at PAC
Sat., Jan. 25

The Highlands Performing Arts Center will present, Live via Satellite, the National The-
atre of London’s production William Shakespeare’s A Midsummer Night’s Dream on
Saturday, January 25 at |pm. A feuding fairy King and Queen of the forest cross paths
with four runaway lovers and a troupe of actors trying to rehearse a play. As their dis-
pute grows, the magical royal couple meddle with mortal lives leading to love triangles,
mistaken identities and transformations... with hilarious, but dark consequences. Shake-
speare’s most famous romantic comedy was captured live from the Bridge Theatre in
London.The Bridge Theatre became a forest —a dream world of flying fairies, contagious
fogs and moonlight revels, surrounded by a roving audience following the action on foot.
Tickets are available online: www.highlandspac.org or www.highlandsperformingarts.
com or at the door. Highlands Performing Arts Center, 507 Chestnut Street, Highlands
NC.

Photography Manuel Harlan




aawnc80.org or call (828) 349-4357.

* Duplicate Bridge 12-4pm at Rec
Park.

Thursdays

+ Storytime at Hudson Library,
10:40 am. Open to the public

* NAMI Support Group for individ-
uals dealing with mental illness and the
family members of individuals dealing
with these challenges from 7 — 8:15pm
at First United Methodist Church Out
Reach Center on West Main Street in
Franklin Call Donita (828) 526-9510.

* Hip Hop classes with Tori Schmitt
at 6:30-7:30 at the Rec Park.

2nd Thursdays

+ Sapphire Valley Needlepoint Guild
meets at the Highlands Rec Park at 10
a.m.

3rd Thursdays

* Kidney Smart Classes in Franklin:
from 4:30-6pm, Angel Medical Center,
Video Conference Room, 3rd Floor, 120
Riverview St. Contact Majestic 828-369-
9474.

* Highlands Town Board meeting at
7p in the Community Building on US 64
east and Poplar Street.

4th Thursday

* At the Hudson Library, Kids Zone
LEGO Club. Intended primarily for kids
in grades 1-5,LEGO Club allows creativ-
ity and STEM skills to develop together
as kids enjoy making LEGO creations.

Fri., Jan. 24

* The African Children’s Choir re-
turns to CBC at 6:30 p.m. For the pro-
gram,“Just as | am.” Free but donations
accepted.

Sat., Jan. 25

*+ At PAC, Midsummer Night’s
Dream at | p.m.live via satellite. Tickets
are available online: www.highlandspac.
org or www.highlandsperformingarts.
com or at the door. Highlands Perform-
ing Arts Center, 507 Chestnut Street,
Highlands NC.

* Fireside chat and book signing
with Bitter Southerners and Chefs at
Art’s at the Lodge, noon to 2 p.m.Open
to the public.

* Chefts in the House at Half-Mile
Farm. Chef Joe Kindred of Kindred and
Steven Satterfild of Miller Union. Re-
serve Dinner Seats by calling 828-787-
2635 or 828-787-2816.

* The Nantahala Hiking Club will
take a moderate-to-strenuous 4-mile
hike up Rabun Bald, elevation change
900 ft., on the Georgia Bartram Trail,
hiking from Beegum Gap to the sum-
mit (second highest point in Georgia)
and to a platform with 360 views of the

 HIGHLANDS FEVENTS .

surrounding area. Meet at Smoky Mtn.
Visitor Center at 10 a.m. Drive 40 miles
round trip. Call leader Gail Lehman, 524-
5298, for reservations.Visitors welcome.

Tues., Jan. 28

* Gibbins Advisors, monitor of
HCA'’s Mission Health System meeting in
Cashiers from 5:30pm to 7pm in the Ca-
shiers/Glenville Recreation Center; 355
Frank Allen Rd, Cashiers.

Wed,, Jan 29

* Gibbins Advisors, monitor of
HCA'’s Mission Health System meeting in
Highlands at the Highlands Civic Center
from 5:30-7p.m.

Sat., Feb. |

* The Nantahala Hiking Club will
take a moderate 4-mile hike to Siler Bald
on the Appalachian Trail, elevation change
700 ft., for 360-degree views of Wayah
Bald, Winesprings and a glimpse of Nan-
tahala Lake. Meet at Westgate Plaza at 10
am, drive 24 miles round trip. Call leader
Robert Barnable, 369-1565, for reserva-
tions.Visitors welcome.

Sat., Feb.8

* The Nantahala Hiking Club will take
a moderate-to-strenuous 7-mile hike, el-
evation change 900 ft., from Long Branch
to Rock Gap in the Standing Indian Rec-
reational Area, starting at the backcoun-
try parking lot, up Long Branch to the
Appalachian Trail at Glassmine Gap, then
north to Rock Gap, and returning by a
Forest Service Road. Meet at Westgate
Plaza in Franklin at || am, Drive 32 miles
round trip. Call leader Katharine Brown,
421-4178, for reservations. Visitors and
dogs on leash are welcome.

Sat., Feb.I5

* The Nantahala Hiking Club will
take a strenuous 8-mile hike, elevation
change 1100 ft., from Camp Branch to
the Bartram Trail, then down Locust Tree
Branch, a loop exploration of very old
logging roads. Meet at Westgate Plaza at 9
am, drive |6 miles round trip. Call leader
Gail Lehman, 524-5298, for reservations.
Visitors welcome.

Sat., Feb. 22

e At The Farm at OEI, Chef, res-
taurateur and author Hugh Acheson
of 5&10 in Athens, GA. For more in-
formation, call 787-2620 or 787-2619

Sun. Feb.23

* The Nantahala Hiking Club will take
a strenuous 6-mile hike, elevation change
1000 ft., on the Bartram Trail from Wal-
lace Branch to William’s Pulpit for lunch
with a great view of Albert Mtn., then to
a spur of a Forest Service road,and bush-
whacking up to Gibson Ridge, scrambling
over and through blow downs to return
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... HCHEF continued from page 1

Foundation used its funds to keep the hos-
pital open — at significant losses, I might
add. Newly named, the Highlands-Cashiers
Health Foundation is now a public charity
and a supporter of health, wellness and edu-
cation in the area.”

With $16 million in its coffers and with
Mission’s first of three $5 million install-
ments, as was intended, the HCHF awarded
more than $2.5 million dollars to area non-
profits.

Last year, when the two-cycle grant
process was opened to the six-county
community, 107 organizations applied for
grants. Of those, 53 were accepted with
$2.5 million disbursed in Jackson, Macon,
Swain, Clay, Cherokee and Graham counties
with 70% of the funding going to efforts in
Macon and Jackson counties.

“Grant money was allocated to non-
profits, government agencies and social de-
terrents of health which included education
because education generally equals health,”
said Clark.

About to embark on its third grant
cycle, Clark explained that the criteria may
seem broad but purposes for funding could
possibly fit in HCHF’s mission.

X

“We can help nonprofits, government
agencies, all sorts of things. Health and
wellness includes social deterrents of health
—if a person is better educated, that com-
munity is going to be healthier. So, school
children who need visual boards, comput-
ers, laptops and things like that ... that is
something we can look at. Also, if the new
fire station needs stuff since that would be
considered critical to health, that could be
a grant recipient,” he said. “We are looking
at what kinds of projects will make the big-
gest impact.”

Clark said it is paramount to HCHF
that the hospital stays open and stays open
forever.

“One of our goals is to make sure that
should the possibility of the hospital clos-
ing ever happen, there is a back-stop, which
very well could be HCHE” he said.

Should closing become a reality, as
outlined in the Asset Purchase Agreement,
the number one buyer would be the Dog-
wood Trust and the second potential buyer
would be the HCHE

Clark said principal assets in the Foun-
dation currently stand at about 16 million.

o See HCMFpage 22

S

WINTER SPECIALS
AT HALF-MILE FARM AND OLD EDWARDS INN

Half-Mile Farm or Old Edwards Inn from *145 per night
20% off at Madison’s ® $125 Spa Treatments
25% off at Acorns  *20 Fitness or Yoga Classes

50% off the Sommelier’s Select wines with Dinner
at Madison’s Restaurant

Sunday-Thursday, January through April
855-701-4182 | HalfMileFarm.com/LocalLove | OldEdwardsinn.com/LocalLove
Local ID required. Plus tax and gratuity.
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Curtis Fussel, Pastor
First Presbyterian Church

bers give speeches at every meeting to be evaluated.

Ibelong to a Toastmasters’ Club in Franklin, NC. Mem-
We're trying to improve our skills in the art of public

speaking,

During the evaluation of a speech, the “Sandwich”
evaluation approach is employed. That means, the evalu-
ation begins with what was positive about the speech, fol-
lowed by what needs improvement, and then finished with
what was positive. The evaluation recognizes that there are
no “perfect” speeches, but to highlight only what is wrong,
fails to support the speaker’s desire to move forward. In-

deed, empbhasis is placed on the positive aspects!

Frank Mecks, who died in 2004, owned and operated
60 Domino Pizza franchises in Washington, D.C. Under his
guidance, his restaurants consistently reported 300 percent

higher returns than the average Domino Pizza store.

Want was the secret to Meeks” success? Yes, it’s loca-
tion. Location is important, but its more than location.
The “more” was this: when Frank Meeks visited one of
his stores, he took along a pad with him and as he walked
through the store, he wrote down things that he saw. Then,
when he left, he went to the bulletin board and tacked up

that list he made for everyone to read.

But wait, it’s not what you think. On top of that note
were written these words: “I like this store because...” You
see, what Frank Meeks understood was this: what motivates
people is to focus on the good things they do — not the

wrong things.

Of course, Frank didn’t ignore problem areas, but
above all he practiced a positive approach with an affirma-
tive attitude. In other words, he practiced a certain kind
of love for other people. The Apostle Paul said it like this,
“Love is patient, love is kind, it rejoices in the right. Love
bears all, believes all, hopes all, and endures all.” Give it a

try. It works!

Looking for a church home?
Wayfarers Unity Chapel is a non denominational,
inclusive church located at 182 Wayfarer Lane, off

Highway 246 in Dillard, GA, just 1.7 miles from
Highway 441
Social time begins at 9:30 and services
begin at 10 a.m. on Sundays
Visit our website www.wayfarersunity.org
for more information, or call 706-746-3303

Proverbs 3:5

e P acEs 1O WORSHIP ®

John 3:16

BLUEVALLEY BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Oliver Rice, Pastor (706) 782-3965
Sundays: School: 10 a.m.,Worship:| |
Sunday night services every 2nd & 4th Sunday at 7
Wednesdays: Mid-week prayer meeting:7 p.m.
BUCK CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH
828-269-3546 * Rev. Jamie Passmore, Pastor
Sundays: School: 10 a.m.;Worship:| |
CASHIERS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Rev.Wes Sharpe, Pastor 828-743-5298
Sundays: School at 9:30 Worship 10:30
Wednesday night Dinner and Service 5:30
CHAPEL OF THE SKY
Sky Valley, GA « 706-746-2999
Sundays: 10 a.m.:Worship
Holy Communion Ist & 3rd Sundays
CHRIST ANGLICAN CHURCH
Rector: Jim Murphy, 252-671-401 |
464 US Hwy 64 east, Cashiers
9:30a Sunday School; 10:30a Worship Service; Mon. 6p Bible
Study & Supper in homes
CHRIST CHURCH OF THE VALLEY, CASHIERS
Pastor Brent Metcalf » 743-5470
Sun.10:45am, S.S 9:30am.Wed. 6pm supper and teaching.
Tues. Guys study 8am, Gals |0am.
CLEAR CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Jim Kinard
Sundays: School: 10 a.m.;Worship:I la.m.

I'st & 3rd Sunday night Service: 7.p.m.
Wednesdays —Supper at 6 p.m.
COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH
www.cbchighlands.com ¢ 526-4685
3645 Cashiers Rd, Highlands, NC
Sr. Pastor Gary Hewins
Sun.: 9:30am: Sunday School10:30am: Middle & High School;
10:45am: Child. Program, 1 0: 45am:Worship
Wed.: 5pm Dinner ($7 adult, $2 child), 6pm CBC U.
COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH OF SKY VALLEY
706.746.3144+ 696 Sky Valley Way #447,

Pastor Gary Hewins
Worship: Sun. 9 a.m., with Holy Communion the Ist & 3rd
Sun.; Tues: Community Supper 5:30 followed by Bible Study.
EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF THE INCARNATION
Rev.W. Bentley Manning * 526-2968
Monday-Friday: Morning Prayer at 8:15a. Sundays: 8 am
Holy Eucharist Rite I; 9 am Sunday School; 10:30 am Holy
Eucharist Rite Il. Childcare available at 10:30
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH HIGHLANDS
828-526-4153 « www.fbchighlands.org
Dr. Mark Ford, Pastore 220 Main Street, Highlands
Sun.:Worship 10:45 am; Sun.: Bible Study 9:30 am
Wed.: Men’s Bible Study 8:30 am; Choir 5p; Prayer Mtg 6:15p
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Curtis Fussell & Emily Wilmarth, pastors
526-3175 « fpchighlands.org
Sun.:Worship 8:30a Adult Ed.: 9:30a.m.;Worship || a.m.
Mondays: Men’s Prayer Group & Breakfast 8 a.m.
Wed: Choir:6p
GOLDMINE BAPTIST CHURCH
(Off Franklin/Highlands Rd)

Sunday School:10 am,Worship Service:| | am
GRACE COMMUNITY CHURCH OF CASHIERS
Non-Denominational-Contemporary Worship
242 Hwy 107N, [/4 miles from Crossroads in Cashiers
www.gracecashiers.com ¢ Pastor Steve Doerter: 743-9814
Services: Sundays |0am - Wed. - 7pm; Dinner - Wed. 6pm

HAMBURG BAPTIST CHURCH
Hwy 107N. « Glenville, NC + 743-2729 « Nathan Johnson
Sunday: School 9:45a,Worship | la & 7p, Bible Study 6p
Wed. Kidsquest 6p.; Worship 7p.
HIGHLANDS ASSEMBLY OF GOD
Randy Reed, Pastor828-421-9172 « 165 S. Sixth Street
Sundays:Worship:| |
HIGHLANDS CENTRAL BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Dan Robinson
670 N. 4th Street (next to the Highlands Civic Center)
Sun.: Morning Worship 10:45a., Evening Worship, 6p.
Wednesday: Prayer Service, 6:30 p.
HIGHLANDS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Pastor Randy Lucas 526-3376
Sun: School 9:45a.;Worship 9:09,10:50.;Youth 5:30 p.
Wed: Supper: 5:15; youth, & adults activities: 6; Handbell
rehearsal, 6:15; Choir Rehearsal 7. (nursery provided ); 7pm
Intercessory Prayer Ministry
HOLY FAMILY LUTHERAN CHURCH: ELCA
Chaplain Margaret Howell * 2152 Dillard Road * 526-9741
Sun: School and Adult discussion group 9:30 a.m.;
Worship/Communion: |0:30; Early-Bird Christmas Eve service of
Lessons and Carols, Sunday, Dec. 22, 10:30 am.
All are welcome.
HEALING SERVICE on the 5th Sunday of the month.
MACEDONIA BAPTIST CHURCH
8 miles south of Highlands on N.C.28 S in Satolah
Pastor Zane Talley
Sundays: School:10 a.m.;Worship:1 |, Choir:6 p.m.
Wed: Bible Study and Youth Mtg.:7 p.m.
MOUNTAIN SYNAGOGUE
at St. Cyprian’s Episcopal Church, Franklin « 828-524-9463
MOUNTAIN BIBLE CHURCH
743-2583 « Independent Bible Church
Sun:10:30 a.m. at Big Ridge Baptist Church,

4224 Big Ridge Road (4.5 miles from NC 107)
Weds: Bible Study 6:30 p.m.;Youth Group 6 p.m.
OUR LADY OF THE MOUNTAINS
CATHOLIC CHURCH
Rev. Fr. Jason K. Barone — 526-2418
Mass: Thurs. 12:10; Fri. 9am; Sun: | | a.m.
SCALY MOUNTAIN BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Marty Kilby
Sundays: School —10 a.m.;Worship —I | am. & 7
Wednesdays: Prayer Mtg.:7 p.m.

SCALY MOUNTAIN CHURCH OF GOD
290 Buck Knob Road; Pastor Donald G. Bates ¢ 526-3212
Sun.: School:10 a.m.;Worship:10:45 a.m.;Worship: 6 p.m.
SHORTOFF BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Rev.Andy Cloer
Sundays: School: 10 a.m.;Worship:I | a.m.
Wednesdays: Prayer & Bible Study:6 p.m.
ST.JUDE’S CATHOLIC CHURCH
Mass: Thurs. 9am, Fri., | lam; Sun. 9am
THE CHURCH OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD
1448 Highway 107 S., Office: 743-2359 « Rev. Rob Wood
June-Sept: Sunday Services: Rite |, 8a, Rite I, 9:15 & | la
Nursery available for Rite Il services
Sept 6-Oct 25-Informal Evening Eucharist-5:30 p.m.
Thursday: Noon Healing Service with Eucharist.
UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST FELLOWSHIP
85 Sierra Drive, Franklin * uufranklin.org
Sunday Worship - | | am.
WHITESIDE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Rev. Sam Forrester/Cashiers
Sunday School:10 am,Worship Service:| | am




Highlands Newspaper - Thurs., Jan. 23,2020 - 828-200-1371 - Page 19

® Police & FIRE REPORTS ®

Highlands Police entries from
Sept. I. Only the names of persons
arrested, issued a Class-3 misde-
meanor or public officials have been
used.

Sept. 1,2019
* At 2:50 p.m., a motorist refused
to pay a parking ticket after leaving the

vehicle on the side of Smallwood Ave.

blocking traffic

Dec. I5

* At 5:25 p.m.,, officers were asked to
respond to a call about a person threat-
ening suicide in the vicinity of a residence
on Leonard Road.

Dec.28

* At 7:30 p.m., officers were called
about a simple assault at the Pizza Place
on Main Street where someone pushed

..PRIMARY 2020 continued from page 14

to create a streamlined governmental struc-
ture that people can understand and know
whom to contact for needed information,
to create more financial efficiency and ac-
countability to our taxpayers and other citi-
zens, and to provide more equitable repre-
sentation for citizens no matter where they
live.

A major point for us to consider lo-
cally is that only a few hundred people vote
in Franklin elections, but thousands vote in
Macon County elections, while the services
and responsibilities of town and county are
inexorably intertwined with many decisions
made by the small Town of Franklin that
affect the entire county, i.e. the tail wagging
the dog.

The same intertwining applies to the
relationship between Highlands and Macon
County to a lesser degtee, but the Franklin/
Macon overlap is far more convoluted be-
cause of proximity and Franklin being our
county seat.

Additionally, the unincorporated com-
munity of Nantahala is routinely over-
looked and receives far fewer basic services
than do communities elsewhere in the
county — primarily communications tech-
nology, law enforcement, and healthcare.

Further complicating matters is that
so many people live one place (town or
county) but vote according to the loca-
tion of their residence. As a result, many
people who live out in the county but have
businesses in town (which might be the
majority of business owners) do not have
any representation or vote regarding their
businesses.

T do not think we should lower taxes,
nor should we raise them to any great de-
gree, nor should we continue to misrepre-
sent what “revenue neutral” means as if
that is a golden rule. Quite simply, when
our individual property valuations take a
hit as has happened in recent decades, our
county government should be curtailed to
the same percentage through systematic
downsizing, and vice versa. “Living within
one’s harvest” is a workable goal for Macon

County, and we can do so if we set more
realistic priorities with our expenditures.

Within our current taxable means, our
county commissioners should set priori-
ties according to systematic input from the
citizenry. How long has it been since the
people voted on any large capital project?
We should put referenda on the ballot every
election to determine the will of the voters
regarding how and when our tax money is
to be spent. We must begin to insist on open
public discussion of significant issues that
affect us all, forthrightly and transparently,
and we must work toward government that
bubbles up from “we the people” rather
than continue to passively accept top-down
authoritarianism closely held by a small vot-
ing bloc who push their own special interests
and grease the squeaky wheels.

Review of county government employ-
ment practices and salary schedules should
be carried out regulatly to ensure that we can
employ and retain excellent employees in a
manner comparable to similar counties, and
all county employees should have adequate
health insurance and other benefits com-
mensurate with their positions.

The practice of “no compete” con-
tracts (unadvertised) is questionable and has
drawn significant criticism for allowing fa-
voritism, nepotism, and cronyism under the
guise of any number of questionable rea-
sons for awarding such contracts. All county
government positions should be advertised
and offered to the most highly qualified ap-
plicants; and the entire county personnel sal-
ary schedule should be reviewed and made
available to the public.

And finally, our future needs for wa-
ter and sewerage in the Franklin plateau are
looming large and will not go away. The pos-
sibilities and opportunities for Macon Coun-
ty are endless, but we must look for them,
take action, and move forward with courage
and conviction.

* Next week the Republican Prima-
ry candidates for the MC Board of Com-
mission will be introduced.

and threw pizza sauce a another person.

Dec.31

* At 6:09 p.m., officers responded to
a one-vehicle accident in the parking lot
of the Highlands Expressmart.

Jan. I5

* At 9:45 p.m,, officers responded
to a one-vehicle accident on US 64 each
and Sherwood Forest Road.

The Highlands Fire & Rescue log
from Jan. 14

Jan. 14

* At [:57 p.m,, the dept. provided
public assistance at a residence on Hem-

lock Drive.

* At 10:17 a.m., the dept. was first-
responders to a location on South Street.

Jan. 16

*At | I:14 a.m., the dept. was first-re-
sponders to a residence on Azalea Lane.

Jan. 17

* At 12:4] p.m.,, the dept. responded
to a fire alarm at a residence on Kelsey
Court.

Jan. 18

* At 1 1:23 p.m., the dept. responded
to a call of a chimney fire at a residence
on Rich Gap Road.

COREY JAMES GALLERY
& Estate Consignments
Open Everyday!

(828) 526-4818
On the corner of 3rd & Spring

Shear Elevations

225 Spring Street * Highlands
828-526-9477

Owner/Stylist: Lisa L. Shearon
Stylist: Kristi Stockton
Stylist/Nail Tech: Kassie Vinson

@
(abin (outunre
~ Home Decor
~ Gifts
~ Jewelry

468 Carolina Way
Highlands
(Between N. 4th & N. 5th)

828-526-3909

Hair ¢ Nails ® Waxing ¢ Tanning ¢ Facials
Massages * Eyelash Extensions
Walk-ins Welcome!

Owner/Stylist: Lacy Jane Villardo
Stylists: Heahter Escandon
Maggie Barden, Bri Field, Desiray Schmitt
and Cali Smolarsky
Nail Tech: Jenna Schmitt
Massage Therapist: Brenda Lopez

Upstairs and Across the Walkway at
“Falls on Main” Highlands
Open at 9a Tues.-Sat. * 828-526-3939
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BROPHY & ASSOCIATES
CONSULTING, LLC
Robbin Brophy

" | Enrolled Agent
(828) 558-4300 | el

We have a special knack for | #
keeping your taxes on track

e Tax return preparation for small
businesses and individuals

* QuickBooks training and
bookkeeping services

* IRS/State representation

367 Dellwood Rd., Bldg. E, Ste. 3
Waynesville, NC 28786
(828) 558-4300 office * (833) 234-4881 fax
brophytax.com
robbin@brophytax.com

HIGHLANDER

ROOFING SERVICES ;¢

New & Re-Roofing Applications Including:
Asphalt ¢ Cedar + Metal & Synthetic Materials
Offece (828) 524-7773
Cell (828) 526-6421

luke@highlandernc.com
www.highlandernc.com

404963

Showroom Location
1511 Highlands Rd
Franklin, NC 28734

Mendoza Tree Expert

f
Quality Tree Care & Removal *16+ years §-

828-200-9217

*Fully Insured

Residential & Commercial
Sales | Service | Repairs

828.526.9325

Bill Barber

billbarber22@gmail.com
billbarberhomes.com

o

JUST TALK TO ME
| am 74. | am Pain-Free.

Are You? CBD HEALS

VIVA WELLNESS

WHOLE BODY

VIBRATION

5 Cottage Row « U.S. 64 East “

- -&

RIOS
“/Painting

Fully Insured ¢ 706-982-0864

o Interior
» Exterior
o Pressure Washing
o Drywall Repair
« Window Cleaning
o Gutter Cleaning
o Deck Repair

riospainting0864@gmail.com
Find us on FaceBook
Owner Elias Rios

s
Rachel|BYKelley\PMEHNP-BC ‘
ARNPI-1Board[Certified b

+ Mental/Health
Positive Wellness|

STEVE CONNOR
DRAFTING, INC.

CAD Architectural Drafting + Design

Renovations
Additions

Kitchen remodel
Bath remodel
Electrical layout
Whole house plans

Steve Connor

828-342-2884
SCDraftingl@gmail.com

Larry Houston
1 Rock Work

aIIs o Fireplaces e Patios e Piers
All Rock Work e Stucco

(828) 526-4138 or (828) 200-3551

5 new log cabins
estled in the hemlocks

4 of Whiteside
— Mountain.

800-805-3558 » 828-526-2222

Loma Linda
o?e

"k Farm &4°

Dog Boarding * Day Care
Pastoral Park g
in Home and Leash Free
Lodging in the lap of luxury N
(828) 421-7922
Highlands NC
lomalindafarm@gmail.com
www.lomalindafarm.com

-
NC License #10978
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American
Upholstery

WE HAVE MOVED TO

105 Ashley Drive « Walhalla, SC 29691
(Same Owners: Morris & Rachel Bible)

Same Phone Numbers:
(864) 638-9661 cell: (864) 710-9106

* Residential or
Commercial

* Over 40 Years
Experience

* Fast and Dependable
* FREE Estimates
* FREE Pick-up and
Delivery

Ryan M. Bears 4

Broker

Cell: 803-271-5426
Office: 828-526-8784
Ryan@patallenrealtygroup.com

Zut Al

REALTY GROUP
Pat Allen, Broker in Charge

MORALES
PAINTING

Sample Books Available

Highlands Automotive

RICARDO MORALES
MORALESPAINTINGANDSERVICES@GMAIL.COM
706.982.9768
828-226.5347

INTERIOR/EXTERIOR PAINTING « LAWN MAINTENANCE
HOUSE MAINTENANCE * QUALITY WORK
FULLY INSURED

NC
Inspection
Station

Service

828-787-2360

2851 Cashiers Road « highlandsautomotive.com

* Grading
e Excavating
e Driveways
* Build sites
e Hauling
e Septic Systems

Edwin Wilson
Cell (828) 421-3643
Office/fax (828) 526-4758
wilsongrading@yahoo.com

e Interior & Exterior Painting
o Pressure Washing
« House Maintenance
e Drywall Repair
o Deck Repair

Quality Work e Fully Insured

Lupe Gonzales
avpintura@gmail.com
828-332-1539 or 678-873-2927

CHESTNUT STORAGE

Storage Units Available

Secure 24 Hour Access
Easy In - Easy Out
Great Rates - Great Terms
Call today to find out why we’re
“Highland’s Premier Facility”

828-482-1045

L - L3
Look for our sign!
10890 Buck Creek Rd. - 1/2 mile off Cashiers Rd near the hospital

OLD ¥
EDWARDS
INN“fu

AVAILABLE POSITIONS

IMMEDIATE FULL-TIME ON-SITE
GRAPHIC DESIGN AND LAYOUT PROFES-
SIONAL NEEDED TO JOIN MARKETING
DEPARTMENT OF OLD EDWARDS HOSPI-
TALITY GROUP IN HIGHLANDS, NORTH
CAROLINA. At least two years of print layout and
design required. Keen eye for design, detail-oriented
and proficiency in formatting for scannable content
a must. Experience in CRM, email marketing, website
updating and/or social media is a plus. Must have high
integrity, sense of humor, consistently positive nature,
interpersonal skills and work well as part of a close
team. Full benefits. Possible subsidized housing. Posi-
tion is 100% onsite in Highlands, NC, no exceptions.

FULL-TIME TEMPORARY MARKETING
POSITION. OEl is seeking a marketing professional
and graphic designer experienced in page layout and ad
creation for both print and digital to fill a six-month
position between approximately March | and Septem-
ber 31,2020.At least two years of professional layout
and design required. This position designs billboards,
newspaper and magazine ads, digital ads and more for
a high-end luxury brand. Some experience in website
updating—or ability to learn—required (content man-
agement, not coding). Must have high integrity, sense
of humor, consistently positive nature, interpersonal
skills and work well as part of a close team. Position is
100% onsite in Highlands,NC, no exceptions.There is a
possibility that this position could become permanent.
Please provide cover letter, resume and samples. Refer-
ences will be required.

ALSO:

OLD EDWARDS HOSPITALITY has the
following positions open:

RESTAURANT FOURG65:

Part-time servers, full-time Hostess, AM/PM
Sous Chef, Cook and Utility/Dishwasher needed.

HALF MILE FARM:

Assistant Inn Manager

OLD EDWARDS:

Banquet Bar Supervisor, Maintenance Engineer,
Front Desk, Bellmen, Front Desk Supervisors, Spa at-
tendants & concierge, Housekeepers, Laundry, Expe-
rienced servers & server assistants, Reservationist,
Sales Manager (2 years experience), Graphic Artists
(Full-time and Full-time Temporary)

Send resume to: pturnbull@oldedwardsinn.com
(pdf format please)
or apply online at oldedwardsinn.com/careers
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FOR SALE

FIREWOOD FORSALE.
Call or text Matt at 706-239-
0880. (st. 9/26)

COMIC BOOKS — Buy /
Sell. Call Bob @ 302-530-1109
(1731)

WANTED

WANTED TO BUY:
US & Foreign COINS, free ap-
praisals , call Dan at 828-421-
1616.(3/26)

HARLEY DAVIDSON
MOTORCYCLE MEMORA-
BILIA. Call Sandra La Jeunesse
at 828-371-2214.

WANTTO RENT 3 OR
4 BR FROM JUNE 8 TO
JULY 5, ORLONGERWITH
REDUCED DAY RATE. No
more than 10 min. from High-
lands center. mike_marsh@
bellsouth.net 601.946.1950. (Jan.
2,2020)

HELP WANTED

NOW HIRING PART
AND FULL TIME ASSOCI-
ATES FOR RETAIL STORE.
Must be willing to work week-
ends and holidays. Call Shannon
526-8864 or email shannon@
dutchmansdesigns.com (st. 1/23)

WOLFGANG'’S RES-
TAURANT is seeking a host-
ess. Salary is based on experi-
ence. Come be a part of our
team. Email wom2@me.com
or call Jacque at 828.526.3807.

(st. 11721)

EMPLOYMENT OP-
PORTUNITIES AVAILABLE
AT HIGHLANDS SMOKE-

HOUSE. Hiring all positions.

Commitment to excellence in

food quality and guest service.

We are proud of the products
and service we provide, we cre-

ate experiences not just sell food.

Offering defined, sane schedules
and healthy work environment
allowing for a balanced life. Very
cooperative pay. Food service
experience preferred. Tobacco
free workplace. Contact us at
Smokehouserecruiting@gmail.
com (st. 5/2)

SALES ASSOCIATE
HIGH END RETAIL CLOTH-
ING STORE IN HIGHLANDS
AND CASHIERS, NC. Full
time, part time and seasonal. In-
quire to 828-200-0928. (st. 3/38)

SERVICES

WOOD SHIPPING.PAL-
LET PICK-UP AND REMOV-
AL SERVICE. We will pick
up and haul away weekly or as
requested. Clean up behind your
store or restaurant. Raking, clean
up, bag and remove garbage on
ground. Let’s spruce up our al-
leyways and respect our beautiful

town. Call 828-200-3217 now.

(2/6/20)
HOME MAID CLEAN-

ING SERVICE LLC: Too much
to do for the holidays? Give us
a ring! Specializing in residential
homes & vacation rentals. Servic-
ing Highlands & Cashiers. For a
free estimate call, (828) 371-1702.
Check out our website at,www.
homemaidcleaningservicenc.com

GUTTER CLEANING
METAL ROOF & FABRI-
CATON roof repairs, chimney
flashing, debris removal, pressure
washing. Call 371-1103. (st. 6/27)

HIGHLANDS-CA-
SHIERS HANDYMAN: Re-
pairs, remodeling, painting, pres-
sure washing, minor plumbing and
electric, decks and additions. Free
Estimates. Insured. Call 828-200-
4071.(12/31)

HIGH COUNTRY PHO-
TO/KEVIN VINSON: scanning
photos, slides & negatives to CD
or DVD for easier viewing.Video
transfer to DVD. Everything done
in house. Leave message at 828-
526-5208. (st. 4/25)

MURPHY’S PAINTING
CO. Interior & Exterior Painting,
Sheetrock Repair, Wallpaper Re-
moval,Log Homes, Decks. Insured.
Free Estimates. 828-524-1391 or
828-332-0525.

REAL ESTATE FOR
SALE

38.92 ACRES IN GATED
COMMUNITY IN HIGH-

LANDS. Small private develop-
ment with paved streets, com-
munity water, community lake
and pavilion, underground power
and street lights. Gentle build-
ing sites with mountain views
and streams at over 4,100’ in
elevation. Borders USFS. Offered

for $599,000 and MLS #88028.

Call Cathy Garren at Highlands
Sotheby’s International Realty at
828-226-5870. (1/2/2020)

ATTENTION BUSI-
NESSOWNERS: Looking for
employee housing? We've got
several options! Close to town
and affordable! Call Christal at
White Oak Realty Group. 828-
200-9699. (st. 9/19)

SIX ACRES ON BUCK
CREEK ROAD behind High-
lands-Cashiers Hospital. Sign on
property.843-460-8015.(st.5/30)

2/2 CLAYTON HOME
IN LOWER CLEAR
CREEK.

9/5)

1.21 ACRES FOR SALE
BY OWNER - OTTO, NC
- $28,000. Lot 12 Quail Haven

Road. Otto, NC. Price not firm ...

open for negotiation. Please email
if interested to ddmarsh | 5@aol.
com or call/text to 239-980-053 1.
Please leave a message. (st. 7/20)

COMMERCIAL SPACE

| +acre,Private.
View.|18,000.706.782.9728 (st.

RENTALS

COMMERCIAL SPACE
at 640 Carolina Way, Highlands.
+/- 1340 sq.ft. $1,650/mo. 404-
210-7979. (st. 12/12)

RESIDENTIAL RENT-
ALS

HOUSE FOR LEASE
IN MIRROR LAKE AREA. 2
BR/2 BA furnished. Full laundry,
screened porch. No smoking,
sorry no pets.. Long-term lease
available$ 1,900 per month. 404-
630-8398. (2/6)

FOR RENT IN SHELBY
PLACE, 2 bed/2 bath. Close
to town. Newly renovated,
Fireplace with gas logs. 6 or 12
month lease. Call 828-226-9696.
(st. Dec 12)_

4BD 3.5 BA, 1 CAR
GARAGE W/STORAGE
large yard with backyard fenced,
dogs negotiable. On the Atlanta
side of Highlands, 5 minutes
from the Post Office. $2500
month. Offered unfurnished,
one year minimum lease, refer-
ences, credit check and deposit
required. Call House in Order
828-484-1571. (st. 1/14)

LUXURY APARTMENT
INTOWN. Walk to Main Street.
IBR IBA. $3,500 per month. 3
month minimum. Sorry, no pets,
no smoking.Adults only.828-42 -
1709. (st. 5/10)

..HCHEF continued from page 17

“The money we initially had
in the Foundation, we still have,”
he said.

He said the HCHF goal is
to build principal down the road
and to both expend funds and
raise funds.

“We want to build a war
chest to protect the hospital and
ensure our facilities can stay intact

..LETTERS continued from page 5

We were told that the net-
work was being built from the
outside in, coming together and
connecting at the old public re-
strooms building. So why is wide
open networks asking for infor-

as much as possible,” he said.
Robin Tinsdale, CEO of
the HCHF and previously with
the HC Hospital Foundation said
moving from a Hospital founda-
tion whose mission was to solely
support a hospital to a foundation
that supports health and well-being
across numerous communities has
been quite a challenge but one that

has so far been successful.

“We are in the process of de-
veloping a strategic plan with ini-
tiatives and focus areas as we for-
mulate criteria for the next grant
funding cycle,” she said. “We did
cast a very wide net this first year.
Going forward we want to con-
sider what will make the greatest
impact and we want to be able to
measure that impact.”

Clark said he believes the

third grant cycle will be in the
spring, with specifics coming;

Commissioner John Dotson
asked why the HCHF granted
funding to organizations outside
of Macon and Jackson counties,
especially considering the name
of the Foundation.

Clark said it’s true that cri-
teria wasn’t outlined in the Asset
Purchase Agreement, but though
Attorney General Josh Stein didn’t

mation so they can determine what
neighborhoods to connect first?
Every neighborhood should be
connectable at the same time right?
And what if no service providers
want to pay to be on the network?

8 million dollars is a tremendous
amount of money. Money that
would be better spent building a
medical complex in town. Possi-
bly resurrecting the old hospital or
finding a property similar in size.
Personally T suggest, If the town

is leasing fiber to a company that
then leases it to the service pro-
viders. The town still has a hand
in the Internet business. Whether
they wash it with wide-open net-
works ot not.

Nick McCall, Highlands

mandate the Foundation support
organizations outside Macon and
Jackson counties, he implied it.

“But that may change this
next time around,” he said.

During the first two grant
cycles the HCHF gave Health
and Healthcare $1,024,124 — with
recipients falling into one of two
categories: Access to Healthcare
and Mental Health and Substance
Abuse; Youth Initiatives got
$847,022 — with recipients falling
into two categories: Educational
Improvement and Youth Devel-
opment; Community Vitality got
$513,000 — whose two catego-
ries were Poverty Reduction and
Combatting Food Insecurity.

— Kim Lewicki
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since 2013

. 5,

i CHESTHNUT ST
BERKS"!&EEJ‘L&TH;\“TQY . : Martin-Lipscomb

. Performing Arts Center

Meadows Mountain Realty -

Mitzi Rauers, Broker
404-218-9123

| mitzi@meadowsmtnrealty.com

meadowsmountainrealty.com

Andrea Gabbard

€ 828.200.6742
0 828.526.8300

EPRGPERTIES

619 Highway 107 5, Cashiers, NG

andrea.gabbard
@sothbysrealty.com

Reebes

Hardware

Highlands
Sotheby’s

2011 Coowrinhied Man| INTERNATIONAL REALTY

PAM NELLIS
BROKER

CELL: B28-FA7-18%%
FAMELA NELLISEYAHOO COM

56 LANDMARK

INTERNATIONAL REALTY
114 N. 4th Street * Highlands, NC

“HSIR is the #1 leader in sales since 2013.”

¥ Highlands | Sotheby’s

HIGHLANDS OFFICE

office: 828.526.8300 * cell: 828.337.0706 & 5 g . |
28 l‘l.ﬂ:?" STRERT - IJI-II&-‘_I‘J

. . o T . F o =
Sheryl Wilson  sheryl.wilson@sothebysrealty.com ¢ highlandssir.com Nightly at 5 p.m. » 828-526-5777




BROKERS: Pat Allen
Kurt Barbee 404-906-5113 Broker-in-charge
828-545-7272 Julie Osborn Cell: 828-200-9179
Ryan Bears 828'2_00'6|65 pat@patallenrealtygroup.com
803-271-5426 Cy Timmons Office: 828-526-8784

828-200-9762
Steve Sheppard
404-219-1349

Darlene Conley
404-427-2448
Christy Harris
404-229-8737
Rick Harrison

295 Dillard Road
Highlands, NC 28741
Sheila Welch

_) RE RL ESTATE
828-342-0695 LMZ

Top Producers for 14 Years
Highlands

Sotheby’s

Pd/%

REALTY GROUP

Not the Biggest ... Just the Best!

www.patallenrealtygroup.com

"-‘5«- DAVID

BOCK

h BUILDERS

www.BockBuilders.com 828-526-2240

Jody Lovell » 828.226.6303

#1 Broker Highlands/
Cashiers MLS 2001-2019
#1 Broker North Carolina

2016/2017
Top 2 Broker North Carolina
2018 per Real Trends

COLE FURHMAN
BROKER

CELL: 843-576-9653
COLE@LANDMARKRG.COM

@ kﬂ.ﬁilﬂlﬁmﬂf fann IL

HIGHLANDS OFFICE

715 MAIN STREET » RIE: 5246, LT L]

Thank you for an incredible
season! Closed for winter
through Wed Apr|I 8

WILD THYME GOURMET

Open Year-Round « 6 days a week
343-D Main Street. « 526-4035

WOLFGANG%
e ?TUR.ANT& 3

Closed Wednesday
i W “ .'I_' - Lunch
1la-4p
Dinner Closed January
5:30p Reopening Feb. 13

Closed .
¥ \Sunday night 474 Main Street
828.526.3807 | wolfgangs.net

Thank you for a
wonderful 25 Years!

www.wildthymegourmet.com

WHITE GAK

REALTY GROUP

125 South 4th Street, Highlands ¢ (828) 526-8118 * www.WhiteOakRG.com
Invest In An Extraordinary Experience

Susie deVille, Broker Associate
828-371-2079

Bee Gleeson, Broker Associate

828-782-0472 404-307-1415 -371-

Pat Gleeson, Owner, BIC

@...on the Verandah

Restaurant
on Lake Sequoyah
828-526-2338

Reopening

@ mid March

www.ontheverandah.com
MCCULLEYS’S

M CASHMERE

Scotland’s Best Knitwear

Open 7 days a week

526-4407
242 S. 4th St. & Pop up

on Main Street ©




