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PRIMARY 2020 Q & A PART 2

Republicans up for MC Commission seat

By Brittney Lofthouse

While there are just two indi-
viduals vying for the Democratic
nomination for the March 3 Ma-
con County Board of Commis-

Impeach
Trump?

Question for US House
and Senate candidates

By Kate Martin
Carolina Public Press

In December, members of
Congress were asked to vote on
whether to impeach President
Donald Trump, and members of
the US. Senate will be asked to
vote soon on matters related to
his trial.

Carolina Public Press reached
out to neatly 80 North Carolina
candidates for the US. House
and Senate to ask them how they
would have voted or discuss how
they did vote, or in the case of the
Senate, how they will vote.

With less than two months
until North Carolina’s March 3
primary election, most of the
state’s federal contests have at
least one partisan primary.

Candidates for Congress and
Senate are running for election,
even as the presidency is under the
cloud of impeachment, the events

eSee IMPEACH page 5
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‘Home Furnishing Center’
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Monday — Saturday
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2089 Highway 106
828-526-5577

sioners District II seat, both of
whom are women, on the Repub-
lican side there are three potential
candidates, all men.

Terry Bradley, former Frank-

lin Police Chief of 18 years,
Bryan Rauers, owner of Frank-
lin Ford, and Josh Young, owner
of Young’s Tree Service are each

e See PRIMARY 2020 page 16
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Fletcher Wolfe, center, enjoys spending time W|th family and Iongtlme friends — many of them Norllnlans — dur-
ing Saturday’s historical marker dedication made in his honor. He is pictured with his hands around the shoulders
of Irene Weldon, left, and Lou Traylor, right just prior to the unveiling of the historic marker.— Photo by Luci Weldon

Marker dedicated to Wolfe in Norlina, NC

By Luci Weldon
The Warren Record

Highlands own opera and
concert singer, and founder/di-
rector of the Atlanta Boy Choir
Fletcher Wolfe returned to his na-
tive Notlina last weekend for the

Highlands

Sotheby’s

INTERMATIONAL REALTY

114 N. 4th Street * Highlands
NC -« 828-526-4104

Saturday dedication of a historic
marker designating his boyhood
home on Liberty Street.

Current and former town off-
cials joined citizens for a brief cer-
emony, honoring the man whose
love of music allowed him to trav-

Private Setting with Mtn. Views

in Highlands Falls CC

N. Big Bearpen Mtn. Road
Highlands
3 bed, 3 1/2 baths, 2.54 acres.
$750,000
For details contact
Joe Deckman © (347) 749-6468

el to sites across the wotld before
retiring from the Atlanta Boy Choir
three years ago.

However, Wolfe deflected the
attention from himself, instead
cherishing the opportunity to catch

o See WOLFE page 8
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Monitor
for hospital
merger goes

public

By Neil Cotiaux
Carolina Public Press

Gibbins Advisors, the inde-
pendent monitor charged with
validating HCA  Healthcare’s
compliance with the promises it
made when it acquired Asheville-
based Mission Health neatly a
year ago, is taking its efforts pub-
lic in a big way.

From Jan. 28 to Feb. 13, the
Nashville, Tenn.-based firm has
scheduled seven 90-minute meet-
ings open to the public at loca-
tions across Western North Caro-
lina to provide information on its
“role and scope” as independent
monitor and to get feedback on
HCA’s performance.

Gibbins is also launching a
website that will provide informa-
tion on the firm’s activities and
enable the public to submit feed-

o See MONITOR page 14
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«MAYOR ON DUTYe

Perspective gained in getting away

allie and I visited our i
S‘beltway kids” in Wash- .
ington this past week-

end. Itis always good to leave
Highlands for a while and see
what other folks are doing,
Well, I suppose comparisons
of Highlands to Washington,
DC are a stretch, but let me
give it a try.

First on my agenda, af-
ter our initial visit with our
son and daughter-in-law, was
to get a haircut. By a series
of unfortunate events, I had
missed that opportunity in
Highlands for several weeks,
so I was overdue.

1 got a tip that one of the best barber-
shops in DC, Diego’s, was near our hotel.
We walked to the barbershop and found
Diego himself cutting hair and holding
court. Diego is one of those people who
are blessed in loving what they do. It was
full on Saturday morning, but the wait was
short. As I got my haircut, I saw on the
walls a bipartisan collection of autographed
photographs of congressmen, senators and
presidents who had visited this barbershop.
I realized I was getting a genuine “Washing-
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ton elite” haircut.

So, if you see me around
town in the next few days and
notice I look slick and trim,
just remember I am sporting a
DC haircut. Now will it make
me think smarter or dumber
as an elected official? The cost
was the same as in Highlands
so I just don’t know.

One evening we had an
early five o’clock dinner in
downtown Washington. When
we finished and walked back
on the street it was dark. Oh,
it looked like Gatlinburg or
Las Vegas! There were white
lights on all the trees on the street. And,
those slick Washington elites had crowded
the streets with too many trees! Actually, the
illuminated trees were well done and added
a special feeling to the winter streetscape.
If it is good at our nation’s capital, maybe
it would work in downtown Highlands, too?

I noticed in downtown DC there were
numerous electric scooters and electric bicy-
cles available to rent. My son showed me an
app on his phone that allowed him to rent
a scooter or bike. While I don’t see scoot-
ers in Highlands, electric bicycles are already
here and will probably increase. They could
become an alternative for some to riding
around town in automobiles, even electric
cars.

In my children’s neighborhood outside
of Washington, I noticed work in progress
on something we are doing in Highlands.
Like Highlands, fiber optic cables were be-
ing installed on all the streets. The build-
ing of these fiber networks are taking place
across the nation. Our $4.6 million dollar
construction project will serve Highlands
well for years to come. The cost will be re-
cuperated over the years of operation.

A related issue that Highlands, as well
as almost every community in the country,
is grappling with is wotkforce/affordable
housing, Our housing issues can’t compare
to the problem in the Washington area. The
rent and commute distances our children
face in DC are staggering by comparison.

Correction from last week: 1 gave out the
Higbhlands Police Department phone number in-
stead of the Macon Connty Non Emergency Num-
ber. The correct number is 526-4131.
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The LOG CABIN 1924
Jl—ig.h[a.nd.l, NC

130 Log Cabin Lane
828 526-5777

A B “ GET A GREAT GIFT
OPENYEARROUND | % =  rmismonbay
DINNER NIGHTLY o T e SEASON?
5:00 PM SIS | RETURN THE FAVOR
= ; ' ' STOP BY AND PICK

UupP A
GIFT CARD!

CALL FOR SPECIAL
HOLIDAY SCHEDULES

STEAKS, SEAFOOD & COMFORTABLE ITALLTAN

CASUAL DINING IN A HISTORIC 1924 1.O0G CABIN
MENUS PRINTED DAIL.Y

3 For 30

THREE COURSES $30
SOUP, SALAD, ENTREE & DESSERT
CHECK OUT THE MENU ONLINE

Thank you to the town of Highlands and all of

our loyal guests & friends for making our 5th

year a great one. You are an incredible, kind,

thoughtful group of people and we thank you
for your continued support.

HAPPY NEW YEAR!

130 Log Cabin Lane-828 526-5777
WWW.LogCabinHighlands.COM
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“#%¢| CLOSED Wednesday Warm up to Good Times!
=| Serving Lunch Book ) i I th Rachel
11a to 4p ook a private cooking class with Rache

at the Spice & Tea Exchange shop.
Get a group together and come ready
for fun, good food and laughs!

Serving Dinner
from 5:30p

WINTER HOURS

Thurs., Fri.,Sat.: 11-8 * Sun,, 11-7 The LOG CABIN

CASUAL DINING

Fresh Seafood, Steaks
& Comfortable ltalian

. RANDEVU
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Dinner Nightly at 5p BACK DOOR SPEGIAL
__OpenAl Tear ANYTHING ON THE MENU
INCLUDES | DRINK

595 Franklin Road, Highlands, NC
828.526.3554
www.highlandssmokehouse.com
Follow Us on Facebook & Instagram
Peace from the Pit ®

woerenkeast 58 | 2 wnen$10

WOLFGANG'S |

RESTAURANT & WINE RISTRO ™ Just off Main Street in a historic

1924 Joe Webb log cabin

828 526-5777
www.LogCabinHighlands.com

AL G I Tl r, See our website for over
. c hreahtast and Iunch |tems'
Enjoy our ﬁ

| WWW.RANDEVUNC.COM

3 courses for $30
specials!

Closed January ¢ Re- openlng Feb. I3 18 CHESTNUT SQUARE | CASHIERS | 828-743-0190
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Brucie Humphrey Johnston

Brucie Humphrey Johnston of
Tampa and Highlands, passed away
peacefully January 12, 2020. Brucie
was preceded in death by her hus-
band, Frederick Swain Johnston, her
two brothers, Gene Humphrey and
Lee Humpbhrey, and her granddaugh-
ter, Mary Grace Taaffe.

She was born in Tampa, the
daughter of Clarence Eugene Humphrey and Bruce Long
Humphrey. Brucie attended Gorrie Elementary, Wilson Ju-
nior High and H.B. Plant High School as well as Florida
State University and the University of Florida where she
was a member of the Tri Delta Sorority. Brucie was a mem-
ber of The Junior League of Tampa, the Humane Society
of Tampa Bay, and was a founding member of the H.B.
Plant Museum Society. She was also a member of St. An-
drew’s Episcopal Church.

Brucie loved gardening, was a Bonsai enthusiast for
40 years, and she was beloved by her dogs throughout her
life. Brucie was a longtime summer resident of Highlands.

She is survived by her children, Frederick Johnston III
“Rick”, Jenifer Johnston Elliott, and Mary Bruce Johnston;
and her five grandchildren, Brucie de Alejo Pitino, Alberto
de Alejo (Bert), Gene Taaffe, Olivia Rose Taaffe, and Glo-
ria Rose Gordon. The service was held Monday, January 20,
at St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church, 509 E. Twiggs St., Tam-
pa, FL. 33602. Burial followed at Myrtle Hill Memorial Park.

In lieu of flowers, tributes to her memory may be
made to the Humane Society of Tampa Bay, the Children’s
Home of Tampa or a charity of your choice
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..IMPEACH continued from
page 1

for which began in August after a whistleblower filed a
complaint after hearing concerns from several government
officials about a conversation between President Donald
Trump and Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskiy.

The content of that conversation is summarized in
notes from the call, made public late last year.

After weeks of investigations and interviews in vari-
ous committees, the US. House of Representatives im-
peached President Donald Trump in December on two
charges. The first article of impeachment is for abuse of
power with the implied threat of withholding military aid
as Trump tried to persuade Zelenskiy to announce a cor-
ruption investigation into the son of Trump’s political ri-
val, former Vice President and presidential candidate Joe
Biden. Trump and his supporters have denied that this
conversation was inappropriate.

The second article of impeachment against Trump
is for obstruction of Congress because Trump refused
to comply with subpoenas from the various House com-
mittees, told executive branch officials not to participate
in committee interviews and ordered others to withhold
documents from the House’s investigation. Trump and his
supporters have said this was also not inappropriate.

Where do the candidates stand on the impeachment
of President Donald Trump?

Senate candidates

Neatly a dozen people aim to unseat incumbent Re-
publican Thom Tillis, who remains deeply critical of the
impeachment process. After the US. House of Repre-
sentatives voted in favor of two articles of impeachment
against Trump, Tillis pointed the finger at Democrats for
running a partisan process.

“Once the Senate trial begins, President Trump will
finally be treated fairly and presumed innocent until prov-
en guilty. The Democrats’ attempt to use impeachment as
a weapon to settle political scores will not be allowed to

eSee IMPEACH page 6

Mountain Fresh Grocery

is excited to announce our 2020 fundraiser for

;‘@ Highlands School

Building community through good food!
- 828.526.2400

Home of the Highlanders

During the first quarter of 2020, a portion of qualifying purchases
will benefit the junior class prom and their future graduation expenses!

*HS SPORTS®

with Kedra McCall
This week middle school
basketball played Rabun
Gap and their first
round of their Tri State tourna-
ment. Both the gitls and boys
beat Rabun Gap and both ad-
vanced to the second round of
their tournament. The girls beat
Summit and the boys beat Nan-
tahala to advance to play Tallu-
lah Falls.

High school basketball
played Robbinsville, Hiwassee Dam and Blue Ridge. JV
girls beat both Robbinsville and Hiwassee Dam to remain
undefeated. JV boys beat Hiwassee Dam and lost to Rob-
binsville after a very close fight. Varsity gitls beat Hiwassee
Dam and Blue Ridge to remain undefeated in conference.
They could not pull out the win over Robbinsville. Varsity
boys beat Blue Ridge and Robbinsville by a buzzer beater
by Garrison Chalker. They did not finish on top against
Robbinsville.

Both middle school and high school cheerleaders will
compete in Raleigh, North Carolina this weekend. Middle
school competes at 2:10 pm and high school will compete
at 5:20 pm.

Come out and support your Highlanders!

Movies at The

Highlands Playhouse
Friday 1/31 - Thursday 2/6

NOSsHOE 5
LT TIVIS

e FALL

Showtimes are:
Friday & Sat at1,4 & 7p
Sunday at 1 & 4p
No movies on Mondays
Tue, Wed & Thur at 1, 4 & 7p
More info at Highlandsplayhouse.org

!q e e Highlands’
Playhouse

828.526.2695
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Mike & Dooley write children’s book for local charities

By Brian O’Shea
Plateau Daily News

“The Adventures of Mike & Dooley”
is a recently released faith-based children’s
book where a portion of profits go to-
wards supporting local charities.

Authors and stars of “Here We Go
with Mike & Dooley,” Mike Carrier and
Jeremy Dooley, thought it would be a fun
way to raise money for local groups in the
area.

“We were joking about writing a book
and then it was like, well why not,” said
Dooley. “Let’s try it. Our biggest thing
is always to have fun and be positive and
writing a book sounded like fun and a way
to spread our message.”

Chapters of the book are based off
2-minute episodes of “Here We Go with
Mike and Dooley”. “The Adventures of
Mike & Dooley” is available online and
in stores throughout Highlands; includ-
ing Creative Concepts, Blue Bike Cafe,
Highland Hiker, Highlands Pharmacy, 4th
Street Market, and Dutchman’s.

“We’re also giving the businesses that
are selling the book the opportunity to let
us know if there are specific charities that
they would like to support,” said Carrier.
“For example, the Blue Bike is selling our
book for $10, we get $5 back to cover our
costs, and the other $5 is being donated
to Macon County to help provide meals to
children at Highlands School.”

...JIMPEACH continued from page 5

become the new normal,” Tillis said in De-
cember after the U.S. House of Representa-
tives voted to impeach Trump.

Democrat Cal Cunningham, a former
US. Army prosecutor, said he was trained
to pursue facts, which “included witnesses
with direct knowledge of the case and any
other relevant evidence.”

“If T were in the Senate, I would be
focused on making sure these pieces were
part of the trial, and it’s disappointing that
Sen. Tillis won’t demand these standards,”
Cunningham told CPP. “He’s shown he’s
more committed to standing with (U.S. Sen-
ate Majority Leader) Mitch McConnell than
getting to the truth.”

Democrat Trevor Fuller said he thinks
impeachment of Trump is “proper and jus-
tified.” However, as a trial lawyer by pro-

Mike and Dooley on set.

Dooley was in Texas throughout the
writing process, and after plenty of phone
calls they put the book together in about a
month. Both said they couldn’t have done
so without the help of Dooley’s wife Jaime,
and Carriet’s wife, Eileen.

“The challenge, I’'m not a writer,” said

Jeremy. “We like talking to each other on
the phone so the distance wasn’t really an
issue. I was worried it would be bad, so 1
had my wife, she teaches elementary school,
read every chapter. When she signed off, 1
sent it in.”

Carrier emphasized this was not a two-

man operation.

“We’re not writers and just like our
show, and the way we are in general, what
comes to out brains normally comes out
of our mouths,” he said. “Luckily, we had
Jaime helping us with the layout and Ei-
leen editing it 100 times so we think that
it came out pretty good.”

“Here We Go with Mike & Dooley”
was picked up by Faith Unveiled Network
based in California a few months ago and
now is broadcast in over 120 countries,
on Amazon and Roku, and on their mo-
bile app. Mike & Dooley’s podcasts are
also available on their app and available in
the United States and Europe on various
podcast platforms.

“Just want to thank everybody for
their support,” said Carrier. “We never
thought that when we started the show in
Dooley’s office on his iPad that we’d have
the top-rated show on Faith Unveiled
Network and a best-selling book on Lulu
in both the Children’s category and the
Teen’s category.

Carrier added that he’d like to thank
Backlot Cinema in Franklin for all their
help and WATC-TV 57 in Atlanta for be-
ing the first network to put the duo on
TV.

“The Adventures of Mike and Dool-
ey” is available locally or via Amazon,
Barnes & Noble, and Lulu.

fession, he said he would pledge to reserve
judgment for now.

Wetre he an elected member of the
Senate when the trial takes place, he said, “I
would have to pledge to do impartial justice
in a trial in the Senate. It seems highly likely
that I would convict based on what I’'ve seen
and heard publicly.

Democrat Atul Goel said he hasn’
made up his mind on impeachment, but if
he were in the US. Senate when the articles
of impeachment are considered, he would
only consider information presented during
the Senate’s trial.

“Im not saying yes or no. I want to
listen to the facts as they are allowed to be
presented at trial,” Goel said.

Goel said he’s not paid much attention
to the testimony in the House. He’s not in

the Senate now, and he’s been busy with his
campaign.

“Who am I in Raleigh to decide if the
process was correct or not correct?”

Republican Sharon Hudson said so far
she’s not been impressed with the impeach-
ment process. However, she was unwilling
to tip her hand.

“If 1 was a sitting senator, I would listen
carefully to all of the evidence presented and
then I would decide what the verdict should
be. I would do my best to be fair and impar-
tial. For that reason, I cannot tell you how I
would vote,”” Hudson said.

Hudson said she’s running against Tillis
because of the role he played on a toll lane
project in the Chatlotte area. Drivers can pay
a toll to travel in an express lane on a section
of Interstate 77 north of Chatlotte.

“The entire express lane scheme was
not designed to relieve congestion, but to
make money and benefit the politicians
who push it through,” she wrote.

Other candidates in the race either did
not respond or did not have contact infor-
mation available.

Congressional seat for District 11

In NC congressional District 11, in-
cumbent Republican Mark Meadows has
been vocal on his support for President
Donald Trump during the impeachment
proceedings.

In an opinion piece published on the
Fox News website, Meadows lambasted the
Democrats for proceeding with impeach-
ment without the basis of fact or merit.

“It has been the Democrats’ single-

o See IMPEACH page 7
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minded goal this entire Congtess. They are
an angry mob secking validation. An im-
peachment machine in search of a cause,”
Meadows wrote in part. “But this effort to
undermine the president will fail, just like
their other attempts. Americans will see
through it.”

The day after Trump was impeached
by the House, Meadows announced late
last month that he was retiring from Con-
gress at the end of his term. The 11th
Congressional District was recently re-
drawn by legislators. Meadows hinted at a
role in the Trump administration, saying in
his retirement statement, “My work with
President Trump and his administration is
only beginning.”

The vacancy has resulted in a scram-
ble for the territory from a crowded field
of 19 candidates.

Democrat Gina Collias said she would
have voted for both articles of impeach-
ment, likening the impeachment process
to an indictment from a grand jury.

“The direct testimony of the State
Department and military officials, com-
bined with the text derived from the presi-
dent’s Ukraine call — and the president’s
initial comments on the White House lawn
— were troubling and require further inves-
tigation by the Senate. Certainly, no one is
above the law;” Collias said.

Collias said she is concerned that Sen-
ate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell, R-
Kentucky, and other senators are working
directly with the White House to defend
Trump. “This is supposed to be a fact-
finding endeavor with an impartial jury.”

Republican Jim Davis, five-term state
senator from Western North Carolina, said
the entire impeachment process has been a
“charade.”

Had he been in the House of Rep-
resentatives when the impeachment vote
took place, Davis said, “I would have vot-
ed not to impeach because I haven’t seen
any evidence of an impeachable offense.
If anybody’s got any, I'd be interested in
hearing it.

“It’s a political process, and they don’
have any evidence of impeachable offens-
es, and so they are making up charges.”

Retired U.S. Air Force Col. and Dem-
ocrat Moe Davis said he would have vot-
ed in favor of impeachment because the
evidence is “clear and overwhelming” that
Trump pressured Ukraine to interfere in

the upcoming election.

“You can’t stand with Donald J. Trump
and with America. I've worked alongside
true patriots from the FBI and CIA and
I’ve sweated in chem gear training to defend
against Russia. Trump and his GOP clan can
have Putin. I choose America and all those
who defend her,” Davis wrote to CPP.

The lone Libertarian in the race, Tracey
DeBruhl, answered CPP’s questions about
impeachment by condemning the process in
the House and critiquing the role of Demo-
cratic presidential candidate, former Vice
President Joe Biden.

“Biden exposed himself by having a
son getting paid foreign aid money here on
a four-month campaigning tour,” DeBruhl
wrote. “As a command officer and business-
man, my first question would have been,
‘What’s he getting paid for here, when the
job is over there?””’

“When I'm your congressman, my first
question, (to which) I'm going to seek an an-
swer from Nancy Pelosi, is why was she so
willing to put our country through this em-
barrassment, yet not even willing to police
her own Democrats?”

However, DeBruhl indicated that did
not mean that he thinks the president is be-
yond being held accountable and threatened
to violently shake the chief executive if vot-
ers send DeBruhl to Washington.

“Marine Corps 101: Integrity comes
from holding our own accountable first,
which is how we teach quality and get bet-
ter,” DeBruhl said.

“So, in order to help us get there ... we
got things I'm trying to fix here first. And if
Trump’s still there when it’s my turn and not
acting right? He’ll be LSU purple from my
shaking the Clemson orange off of him.”

Democrat Steve Woodsmall said there
is “overwhelming evidence” in favor of im-
peachment and he would have voted “yes”
without hesitation.

“I actually called for impeachment the
day after the Mueller report was released
and am frankly surprised that those findings
were not included in the articles of impeach-
ment,” Woodsmall told CPP. “I also believe
the process is taking entirely too long, as
every day that Trump is in office results in
more damage done to this country.”

Other candidates in this race did not
respond to requests for comment or did not
have contact information available.
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Ready for the Roaring Twenties?

y all accounts, the real
estate market in 2020
is off to a roaring start

with dollar volume up 44% al-
ready in January and unit sales
up 13%. Is there any reason
that the momentum in real
estate on the Highlands/Ca-
shiers/Lake Toxaway Plateau
so far this year will slow down?
I don’t think so for the follow-

door activities, the moderate
climate and the concentration
of interesting people of like-
mindedness;

6. Inventory on the Pla-
teau has tightened with more
of a Sellet’s market than we
have had since 2007. Good
homes priced correctly are
going under contract quickly
with some receiving multiple

ing reasons: Jody Lovell offers which was almost un-
1. The explosive popu- Highlands Sotheby’s heard of since “the adjust-
lation growth in one of our 828.226.6303 ment” in 2008;

largest feeder markets: Atlanta.

When I moved to Atlanta in 1995, the popu-
lation was 2.5 million. Today, it is 6.5 mil-
lion with the predictions that it will grow to
8 million in 2030 and to 12 million in 2050!!
The more crowded and congested that At-
lanta becomes, the more people will be as-
cending Highway 106 to escape the masses
and the heat in the summer;

2. Robust Economy with low mortgage
rates. The Federal Reserve is keeping short-
term rates near zero percent. This alone is
great news for potential investors, let alone
the fact that the Federal Reserve is also buy-
ing longer-term bonds and mortgage secuti-
ties in the secondary market. This powerful
tonic of reparative measures is keeping rates
artificially low across the board;

3. Baby Boomers continue to have a
major impact on the housing market as they
remain healthy and active in their older years.
These Baby Boomers are discovering the
benefits of summering or living full-time in
this area with the low crime rate, the afford-
able real estate taxes, the plethora of out-

7. Americans still love
real estate! 27.2 % said real estate was the
safest investment over the next ten years,
more than any other investment, according
to Porch.com. Nowhere do you see the love
of real estate more enthusiastically than in
this area. The rustic cabin to the sophisti-
cated country club homes on lakes, with
mountain views or on wooded lots con-
firms that nowhere in the world has a better
inventory of interesting and idyllic settings
to idle away one’s hours.

Let’s keep the pedal to the metal and
continue to have real estate headline news
in the winter of 2020!! The team at High-
lands Sotheby’s International Realty wish
you all a warm and wonderful winter!!

* Jody and Wood Lovell own Highlands So-
theby’s International Realty celebrating their 20th
anniversary in 2020! Their team of thirty brokers
who remain the top producing firm in Highlands for
the sixcth year in a row span the Platean to help you
with all of your real estate needs. Call today for an
appointment at 828.526.4104.

Designer 4 bedroom, 5 bath home with a golf course view.
Offered for $1,695,000 Contact Andrea Gabbard 828-200-6742

Andrea Gabbard

€ 828.200.6742 0 828.526.8300
m AndreaGabbard@gmail.com

e |

cC

Andreais top 12%
Real Estate Brokersin 2019.

Highlands Sotheby's International Realty is
the top selling firm in Highlands
since 2013 as per HCMLS Navica.

Sotheby’s

INTERNATIONAL REALTY

Highlands
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..WOLFE continued from page 1

up with longtime friends. The
wortds, “I remembet”” were heard
often as he greeted people as they
arrived.

Dwight Pearce, former Nor-
lina mayor, had to call for ev-
eryone’s attention to take a few
moments for a marker unveiling
ceremony. He expressed appre-
ciation to previous town board
members and to town Public
Works Ditrector Blaine Reese for
making the marker possible.

Pearce credited Wolfe’s
longtime friend and fellow Nor-
lina native Irene Weldon, retired
soprano and music professor, for
sparking the idea for the histori-
cal marker. Pearce said that Wel-
don, a resident of near Notlina,
spoke with him at Roost Cross-
roads Antiques & Art, which he
manages.

“She stopped by the Roost
and said, ‘We need to do some-
thing,”” Pearce said.

He agreed, tasking Reese
with researching the criteria for

requesting a state historical mark-
et. However, when Reese learned
that a state marker honoree must
be dead for many years, the town
of Norlina stepped in to design
and install 2 marker of its own.

The marker reads:

“Boyhood home of Maestro
Fletcher Wolfe distinguished op-
era and concert singer; founder
and director of Atlanta Boy Choir
in 1959. Carnegie Hall debut in
1966; Grammy Award winner in
1989. Honored as Commander of
the Italian Republic and Knight of
Malta.”

Wolfe accepted his honor
humbly, giving thanks to God for
enabling him to be successful and
to be able to travel around the
world through his career in music.

“It’s quite an honor,” he said.
“I really don’t deserve it. I appreci-
ate it. The reason I was able to do
all of these things is that it was the
Lord’s work.”

The theme of worldwide
travel is reflected in Wolfe’s mem-

You are only 50 miles away from 40 years experience in
top-notch, high-tech, one-stop dentistry known for its gentle touch.

Wilbanks Smile Center

COMPLETE DENTAL CARE UNDER ONE ROOF
278 East Doyle St.  Toccoa, GA

706-886-9439 ¢ 800-884-9439

* Dental Implants e Root Canal Therapy
e SINGLE VISIT CROWNS!
 Orthodontics including Invisalign
¢ Wisdom Teeth Extractions
and of course ...
¢ Fillings and Cleanings
(IV Sedation, too)

www.WilbanksSmileCenter.com

;‘I-..____.;

S— -
ILBANKS SMILECENTER
.,,,.a.?.’, Lot

oir, “Around the Wotld in 85 Years
— A Boy from Norlina” by Can-
dace Keach.

The memoir notes that Wolfe
and his family moved to Notlina
when he was about 12 years old.
His father, Thomas Wolfe, first
cousin of the author with the
same name, wanted his three sons
to become classical musicians.
Fletcher took violin lessons, later
moving to piano.

After graduating from Not-
lina High School, he received
a bachelor’s degree in piano at
Mitchell College in Statesville. At
Mitchell, Fletcher was the lead in a
number of the college’s opera pet-
formances and was student body
president.

He later studied choral tech-
nique, earning a graduate degree.

Fletcher’s musical career has
allowed him to study and work
with a number of notable mu-
sicians, included bass/baritone
Hans Hotter, who guided Fletcher
as he prepared for the role of Pa-
pageno in the Aspen Festival pro-
duction of the first English trans-
lation of Mozart’s “The Magic
Flute.”

When Fletcher and his wife,
the former Roberta (Bobbe)
Kahne, spent some time in San
Diego, Calif., Fletcher worked
with conductor Robert Shaw and
his Robert Shaw Chorale. Shaw
would later conduct the Atlanta
Symphony Orchestra. His tech-
nique influenced Fletcher’s work
with the Atlanta Boy Choir.

Fletcher also was influenced
by music theorician Nadia Bou-
langer, studying music theory and
composition under her direction
in France. Boulanger conducted
Fletcher in a number of petfor-
mances there. Later, she invited
the Atlanta Boy Choir to perform
at the Great Palace of Fontaineb-
leau.

Fletcher went on to appear
in “Prince of Liederkrantz” on
Broadway, as the king in Rodgers
and Hammersteins “The King
and I” and in an Atlanta Opera
Arts production as the title role in
Verdi’s “Otello.”

In 1955, Fletcher was invited
to Athens, Ga., to direct music at
Athens First Baptist Church. In

Well known soprano and friend, Irene Weldon with Fletcher Wolfe at the
unveiling of the plaque in front of his childhoood home in Norlina, NC.

Georgia, he organized the Athens
Oratorio Society. He later moved
to Atlanta, where he organized a
group of boys to sing in an opera.
It was this group of boys who be-
came the famed Atlanta Boy Choir.

In Atdanta, Fletcher also
founded an opera company with
wife Bobbe designing and sewing
costumes for productions. There,
the Wolfes also worked with Met-
ropolitan Opera tenor Ralph Er-
rolle, with Fletcher as conducting
assistant and Bobbe focusing on
stage design.

In 1989, the Atlanta Boy
Choir won a Grammy for its per-
formance and recording of Brit-
ten’s “War Requiem” with Robert
Shaw and the Atlanta Symphony
Orchestra.

Performances brought
Fletcher and the Atlanta Boy Choir
to other areas of the United States,
Canada, Hungary, Austria, Yugo-
slavia, Slovenia, Czechoslovakia,
Spain, England, France, Germany,
Morrocco, Mexico, Russia, Italy
and Scotland.

These travels have allowed
Fletcher and the choir members
to meet Coretta Scott King, Pope

John Paul II, royalty and prime
ministers from other countties.

However, on  Saturday,
Fletcher directed his praise to
Notlina residents. “I have never
met anyone as nice as the people
of Notlina,” he said.

Fletcher recalled growing up
in Notlina, saying that he worked
in a number of local businesses,
such as the barber shop down the
street from his boyhood home,
the town’s movie theater and oth-
ers.

He reminisced about his
years in Notlina, pointing out
people who gathered for the
marker dedication among those
he fondly remembered: Jimmy
Overby, Lou Stultz, Linda Kidd,
Esther Delbridge, Lou Traylor
and Irene Weldon, among others.

“Money doesn’t mean any-
thing,” he said. “Love and friend-
ship are what is important.”

Before Fletcher resumed
reminiscing with the longtime
friends around him, he expressed
appreciation to the town for
choosing to honor him.

“It’s been a great honor. 1
love you all,” he said.
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"HE INK PENN @

r is it “The Life of
Riley?” I have vague
memoties of that show

from my childhood. The one
scene that pops to mind is that
of the dad lying in a hammock.
The difference between Riley
and me is that he still worked.
Me? I’'m happily retired.

“I don’t know how I ever
had time to work.” I say that all
the time, and T also hear it from
my retired friends. And so, I de-
cided to write about my life as a
retiree. Fortunately, my brain still
works—perhaps not quite as ef-
ficiently as it once did—and 1
thought, “Didn’t 1 once write a
similar column?”

Thanks to my record-keep-
ing, I located “Are you busy
ot bored?” the 2017 column I
wrote. A quick review told me
much has remained the same
with only one major change. But
boy, that change means I’'m bus-
ier than ever.

I'm still working out two-
three times a week, and what I
love about working out as a re-
tiree is I no longer have to get
up early to do it. These days, you
can find me at the gym around
lunchtime.

Except for the one morning
aweek I try to walk with a friend,
I hang out in my robe until 9 or
so drinking coffee and catching

The Life of a Retiree

aea ¥ ¥

Kathy Manos Penn

up on the news via the Wall Street
Journal online. Only after I've
done that do I turn my attention
to Words with Friends. Picture
me relaxing in my red fleece robe,
perhaps a throw tucked around
my legs, my tablet in my hand, and
a cup of coffee nearby. When the
weather warms up, that scenario
shifts to the screened porch. Can
you hear my sigh of contentment?

Beyond my morning routine,
my days are filled with lunch or
coffee with girlfriends and visits
to the library to pick up books.
And, did I mention naps? I love
naps and try to get one in several
days a week.

I cook most nights, and my
husband and I eat out once or
twice a week. After dinner, we
watch a few shows we’ve taped
before turning in. It’s then that I
read all those books I’ve gotten at

Biz/Orc NEWS.

the library. Feeling free to read as
late as I want is a real treat.

I continue to write columns
for Highlands Newspaper and
the Dunwoody Crier as part of
my weekly routine, and in 2017
and 2018, I published a collection
of my columns and a humorous
book written by the dog. Those
efforts were both daunting and a
ton of fun.

The big change? In the last
six months, I’'ve written two cozy
animal mysteries scheduled to
come out this quarter! Never in
my wildest dreams did I see my-
self doing that. Most authors
would agree that writing a book
takes a commitment to produce
at least 1,000 words a day. If you
consider that my columns average
550-600 words, you’ll have an idea
of what that goal entails.

The good news? I'm enjoy-
ing every minute of my life, other
than those occasional bouts of
writer’s block. I already have ideas
for a Christmas mystery, and since
my books are set in the Cots-
wolds, I see another trip in my
future. What’s not to like? What’s
the answer to the retiree question
“Am I busy or bored?” Color me
busy!

o Kathy is a Georgia resident.
Find her books “The Ink Penn: Cel-

ebrating the Magic in the Everyday”
and “Lord Banjo the Royal Pooch”
at Books Unlimited in Franklin and
on Amazon. “Lord Banjo the Royal
Pooch” is also available at Highlands
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Call 526-3783
. for an appointment

‘Center for Plastic Surgery
Robert T. Buchanan, MD
Board Certified Plastic
209 Hospital Dr., Suite 202, Highlands, N.C. 28741
www.PlasticSurgery Today.com

Mountain Paws. Contact her at ink-
penn119@gmail.com, and follow her
on  Facebook, — www.facebook.com/
KathyManosPennAuthor/.

with Dr. Buchanan

politan Opera

Porgy & Bess

Saturday, February 1

12:55pm RT: 3.40 hours

a on @ 12:30pm

l.‘lllll-ll-.IllI‘III-III-i.II---'-.i---"II'.."...".II‘I"‘.‘.

On Tuesday, January 21, the Rotary Club of Highlands sponsored the
Highlands community supper. The photo shows Rotary members Rick
Willeford and Rotary President Sherry Holt serving two of the guests.

Highlands Performing Arts Center 507 Chestnut Street
Tickets available online: www.highlandspac.org or www.highlandsperformingarts.com or at the door
Adults: 526 PAC or MET Members; 522
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Big Brothers Big Sisters host
pool party in Highlands

By Brian O’Shea
Plateau Daily News

Big Brothers Big Sisters of Western
North Carolina — Highlands hosted a com-
munity pool party on Friday to splash away
those winter-time blues and spread BBBS’
mission to ignite potential in all children
within the communities here on the Pla-
teau.

“We are incredibly thankful to the
Highlands Recreation Center for allowing
us to use the wonderful facilities, to The
Pizza Place for donating pizzas and to
our area media for supporting and helping

cover our event and cause,” said BBBS Ca-
shiers & Highlands Program Coordinator
Danielle Hernandez.

Big Brothers Big Sisters of WNC is
a one-on-one mentoting program geared
towards helping children determine and
further ignite their potential through ex-
perience.

To learn more about becoming part
of the program, or supporting Littles
and Bigs, please contact Hernandez at
cashiers@bbbswnc.otg or by phone at
828.399.9133.

Pictured left are Little Sister Claudia and Big Sister Rachel, and a future Little Brother.

From left: Nicole Lui, Sophia Nguyen, Lilly Deal, Olivia Cole, Rotary President Sherry Holt,and
Interact Sponsors Tracy Franklin and Christine Murphy.

From left Nicole Lui, Olivia Cole, Rotary President Sherry Holt,and Emelina Hernandez

The Rotary Club of Highlands recognized the Highlands School’s Students of the
Month at their meeting on January 21. Emelina Hernandez (Second Grade) and Olivia
Cole (Eighth Grade) were given their awards by Highlands School Counselor, Nicole Lui,
who spoke about each student’s remarkable contribution to Highlands School.

The Rotary Club of Highlands welcomed Sophia Nguyen and Lilly Deal, members
of the Highlands School’s Interact Club, to their meeting on January 21. Interact clubs
bring together young people ages 12-18 to develop leadership skills while discovering
the power of Service Above Self.



Monday, Jan. 27 was the first Planning
Board meeting for the three new appoin-
tees.

Present were, Assistant Planning Di-
rector Michael Mathis and Dennis De-
Wolf, Rich Trevathan, Brad Armstrong and
new appointees, Helene Siegel and Darren
Whatley. Absent were Steve Abranyi and
Chtis Wilkes — who is the third new mem-
bet.

Members have had (or have) careers
in law, commercial construction, residen-
tial construction, architecture, landscape
architecture, interior design, real estate bro-
kerage or have been or are owners of busi-
nesses in town.

After much back and forth, Dennis
DeWolf accepted the mantle of chairman
but asked that it be reviewed in six months.
He said he really has too much on his plate
to take on anything else.

However, retired lawyer Rick Treva-
than was persistent saying due to DeWolf’s
previous years on the planning board, his
institutional memory and knowledge as an

architect means he is the best qualified for
the job.

Newcomer Darren Whatley who wears
two hats as an interior designer and land-
scape architect was named Vice Chairman
but asked for the same six-month review.

Mathis said he didnt know if six-
month stints were allowed but would find
out.

The business at hand was “old busi-
ness” from the December meeting. Spe-
cifically, the final review of verbiage to the
Unified Development Ordinance (UDO)
concerning internally illuminated signs, civil
penalty responsibility and subdivision street
paving, These were all tweaked at the De-
cember meeting and were expected to be
OK’d and subsequently passed on to the
Town Board for final approval.

However, the five members present,
decided to disallow any internally illumi-
nated signs in the future, rather than accept
the verbiage decided upon at Decembet’s
meeting which would have allowed “Halo
Lit Signs” with stipulations.
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New faces on the Planning Board prepare for task ahead

The illuminated sign at the 465 Restau-
rant instigated the proposed amendment to
the UDO. Though tastefully done, there was
nothing in the UDO specifically allowing or
disallowing the particular configuration of
the sign. Town Attorney JK Coward said
since the permit for the sign was submitted
prior to potential changes to the UDQO, it
could stay as a grandfathered allowance.

Assuming the Town Board will accept
the Planning Board’s recommendation, in-
ternally illuminated signs will not be allowed
in the future.

However, the board did keep the ver-
biage suggested in December to take the job
of issuing citations and levying fines out of
the hands of the Town Board and putting
the job of issuing and collecting penalties
solely in the hands of the Planning Director.

Violations can range from junked cars
in neighborhoods to buildings in setbacks.
If the violation isn’t addressed in 10 days, a
$100 per day citation can be issued.

Mathis said he isn’t unreasonable; if

o See PLANNING BOARD page 17
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“"Market

Matural Prosducts Store
Carrying a wide variety of
natural products for your

Mind, Body & Home.
Open Mon.-Sat. 9a to 5:30p

HEGTME( 3
Juice Bar

Organic Fresh Juices & Smoothies
and Salads “On the Go!”
Open Mon.-Sat. 9a to 5p

526-5999
Located at 680 N. 4th. St., Highlands

Advertising in Highlands
Newspaper or on line at
www.highlandsinfo.com
WORKS!
For information email
highlandseditor@aol.com

:SUMMER HOUSE

Complete Home Furmshmgs

GET YOUR PATIO & DECK ORDERS IN NOW FbR SPRING DELIVERY!
White Glove Delivery Throughout The Southeast & Beyond

MONDAY — SATURDAY
9AM - 5PM

2089 Dillard Road, Highlands | 2 miles from Main Street | 828-526-5577 | www.summerhousehighlands.com
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Ongoing

* Movies at the Playhouse Fri &
Sat |, 4, 7; Sun. | & 4;Tues-Thurs |,
4,7.

* |ce Skating at K-H Founders
Park — Thurs,. |-8p; Fri. & Sat |-10p;
Sun. |-5p..

* The Bascom is open Friday -
Monday |0am-5pm (Sundays 12pm -
5pm).Visitors are welcome to enjoy
the newly updated Story Walk Trail
throughout the week.

* At the Highlands Recreation
Dept. pool. Public Swim Monday-
Thursday | 1a-7p Friday and Saturday
| la-6p and Sunday |-6p.

* Fibber Magee’s Clothing Thrift
Store on Laurel Street is open Tues.-
Friday 10a to 4p and on Saturday
from 10a to 2p.

First Mondays

+ Shortoff Baptist Church non-
denominational Men’s Mtg at 7p.

Mondays

* At the Rec Park, Dance2Fit
classes with Tori Schmitt at 5:30pm.

Mon.-Wed.

* Hip Hop classes with Tori
Schmitt 5:30-6:30.

Mon. & Thurs.

* The Joy Program at HUMC
[1:30a to 1:30p. Includes a free lunch

and a variety of programs and games.

All seniors are welcome. For more
info, call Kristy Lewis at 526-3376.
Mon. & Fri.
* Gentle Yoga at the Rec park at
9:15-10:15 a.m..All levels welcome.

Mon.,Wed., Fri.
* Heart Healthy Exercise Class
Monday, WWednesday and Friday

8:30am-9:30am.

Porgy & Bess at PAC live via satellite
Saturday, Feb. 1

The Highlands Performing Arts Center will present the MET Opera’s produc-
tion (Live via Satellite) of the Gershwin’s Porgy & Bess on Saturday, February
| at 12:55pm.The Gershwin’s’ modern American masterpiece has its first Met
performances in almost three decades, starring bass-baritone Eric Owens and
soprano Angel Blue in the title roles. Director James Robinson’s stylish produc-
tion transports audiences to Catfish Row, a setting vibrant with the music, danc-
ing, emotion, and heartbreak of its inhabitants. Tickets available online: www.
higlandspac.org or www.highlandsperformingarts.com or at the door. Highlands
PAC, 507 Chestnut Street, Highlands NC

IGHL ANDS AREA EVENTS.

* Step Aerobics with Tina Rogers
8-9a.

Mon.,Wed., Thurs.

* Pickle Ball at the Recreation
Department Gym 10:30am -1pm

Tuesdays

* FREE Community Table Dinner
at the Community Bldg. at 6p.

* The Highlands Writers Group
meets Tuesday, at 3pm in the down-
stairs boardroom at The Bascom.
Writers at all levels of proficiency are
welcome. For additional information,
contact Bud Katz, 828-526-3190 or
budandlynn@me.com.

* The Humanist Discussion
Group meets from 10:30-11:30 am in
the Meeting Room at the back of the
Hudson Library.

Third Tuesday

* The Macon County Poultry club
meets to discuss topics related to
raising backyard chickens. For more
information please call 828-349-2046
or 828-369-3916.

* Highlands Area Indivisible
Group meets at 5 pm in the Meet-
ing Room at the back of the Hudson
Library.

Tuesday and Thursdays

* At the Rec Park, Dance2Fit with
Tori Schmitt at 7:30am.

* Exercise Class with Michelle
Lane at 5:30.A combination class with
many different styles of exercise at
Rec Park.

Wednesdays

* At Community Bible Church,
5-5:30p - Dinner — Free (Donations
Appreciated) 5:45-7p - G.R.O.W. Get
Real on Wednesdays — Classes of-
fered on money management, addic-
tion, discovering your spiritual gifts
and personality type, studying the
bible, evangelism, parenting, marriage,
grief, and more.All are welcome! Visit
www.cbchighlands.com.

* Power Flow Yoga with Nalicia
Allio a certified Yoga Instructor |2-
Ipm and 6:30-7:30pm.

First Wednesdays

* Family Movies at the Hudson
Library at 3:30pm. Call 828-526-303 1
for titles.

3rd Wednesdays

* Recently released movies at
Hudson Library at 2pm. Call 828-
526-3031 for titles.

Wed. & Fri.

* Highlands/Cashiers Alcohol-
ics Anonymous “Open Meetings”
are for anyone who thinks they may
have a drinking problem or for any-
one interested in the A.A. recovery
program. Open meetings are held in
Highlands @ the Ist Presbyterian
Church, 471 Main St., at noon. And
held six times a week in Cashiers at
the Church of the Good Shepherd,
Rte 107, Cashiers. For meeting times
in Cashiers go to website www.
aawnc80.org or call (828) 349-4357.

* Duplicate Bridge [2-4pm at
Rec Park.

Thursdays

* Storytime at Hudson Library,
10:40 am. Open to the public

* NAMI Support Group for in-
dividuals dealing with mental illness
and the family members of individu-
als dealing with these challenges from
7 — 8:15pm at First United Methodist
Church Out Reach Center on West
Main Street in Franklin Call Donita
(828) 526-9510.

* Hip Hop classes with Tori
Schmitt at 6:30-7:30 at the Rec Park.

2nd Thursdays

+ Sapphire Valley Needlepoint
Guild meets at the Highlands Rec
Park at 10 a.m.

3rd Thursdays

* Kidney Smart Classes in Frank-
lin: from 4:30-6pm, Angel Medical
Center, Video Conference Room,
3rd Floor, 120 Riverview St. Contact
Majestic 828-369-9474.

* Highlands Town Board meeting
at 7p in the Community Building on
US 64 east and Poplar Street.

4th Thursday

* At the Hudson Library, Kids
Zone LEGO Club. Intended primar-
ily for kids in grades |1-5, LEGO Club
allows creativity and STEM skills to
develop together as kids enjoy mak-
ing LEGO creations.

Fri.,Jan. 31
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IGHL ANDS AREA EVENTS.

* The High Mountain Squares
will host their “Westward Ho!
Dance”, Friday night at the Robert
C Carpenter Community Building,
GA Road (441 South), Franklin, NC
from 6:15-8:45 PM. Ricky Simpson
from Carnesviller, GA will be back
with us calling. Mike and Debbie
will be doing Rounds and Lines.We
dance Western Style Square Danc-
ing, main/stream and plus levels.
Our classes will start February 3rd.
Everyone is welcome. For informa-
tion call: 828-787-2324, 828-332-
0001, 727-599-1440, 706-746-5426

Sat., Feb. |

* Porgy & Bess Live via satellite
at PAC at 12:55 p.m. Tickets avail-
able online: www.higlandspac.org or
www.highlandsperformingarts.com
or at the door. Highlands PAC, 507
Chestnut Street, Highlands NC

* The Nantahala Hiking Club
will take a moderate 4-mile hike to
Siler Bald on the Appalachian Trail,
elevation change 700 ft., for 360-de-
gree views of Wayah Bald, Wine-
springs and a glimpse of Nantahala
Lake. Meet at Westgate Plaza at 10
am, drive 24 miles round trip. Call
leader Robert Barnable, 369-1565,
for reservations.Visitors welcome.

Thurs., Feb. 6

» At Hudson Library the sixth
annual Harry Potter Book Night
celebrated throughout the world,
including Hudson Library. In col-
laboration with The Bascom, we're
getting ready to host an unforget-
table Harry Potter Kids Zone event
themed around — you guessed it —
Harry Potter! The fun kicks off at
3:30 PM. Come in costume or in
your Muggle clothes — either way
we’ll be delighted to see you.

Sat., Feb.8

* Experience the Full Snow
Moon at the Nature Center 6-8
p.m. If cancelled due to weather,
Feb. 14.

* The Nantahala Hiking Club
will take a moderate-to-strenuous
7-mile hike, elevation change 900
ft.,, from Long Branch to Rock Gap
in the Standing Indian Recreational

Area, starting at the backcountry
parking lot, up Long Branch to the
Appalachian Trail at Glassmine Gap,
then north to Rock Gap, and return-
ing by a Forest Service Road. Meet at
Westgate Plaza in Franklin at || am,
Drive 32 miles round trip. Call leader
Katharine Brown, 421-4178, for res-
ervations. Visitors and dogs on leash
are welcome.

Mon. Feb. 13

* There will be a Macon County
Board of Commissioner Candidate
Forum Monday at the Macon Coun-
ty Public Library beginning at 4:30.
While the forum will focus on Com-
missioner Candidates, ALL candi-
dates running for office from District
Court Judge to Congress have been
invited to attend to meet with vot-
ers and will have an opportunity to
speak. Commissioner candidates will
take part in a Q&A beginning at 5:30.

Sat., Feb.I5

* The Nantahala Hiking Club
will take a strenuous 8-mile hike, el-
evation change 1100 ft., from Camp
Branch to the Bartram Trail, then
down Locust Tree Branch, a loop ex-
ploration of very old logging roads.
Meet at Westgate Plaza at 9 am, drive
|6 miles round trip. Call leader Gail
Lehman, 524-5298, for reservations.
Visitors welcome.

Sat., Feb. 22

* At The Farm at OEI, Chef, res-
taurateur and author Hugh Acheson
of 5&10 in Athens, GA. For more in-
formation, call 787-2620 or 787-2619

Sun. Feb.23

* The Nantahala Hiking Club will
take a strenuous 6-mile hike, elevation
change 1000 ft., on the Bartram Trail
from Wallace Branch to William’s Pul-
pit for lunch with a great view of Al-
bert Mtn., then to a spur of a Forest
Service road, and bushwhacking up
to Gibson Ridge, scrambling over and
through blow downs to return by the
Bartram trail. Meet at Westgate Plaza
at | | am, drive 6 miles round trip. Call
leader Katharine Brown, 421-4178,
for reservations. Visitors welcome,
also dogs.

Macon Community Funding Pool
application cycle now open

Macon County non-profit organiza-
tions have until February 13, 2020, to ap-
ply for county funds through the Macon
County Community Funding Pool (CFP).
Application forms and instructions are
available on the Macon County website,
www.maconnc.org, Hard copies may be
made available at Macon County Public
Library on Siler Farm Road in Franklin,
the Hudson Library on Main Street in
Highlands, and the Nantahala Public Li-
brary on Nantahala School Road, please
call ahead to make sure a copy will be
ready for pickup.

Organizations applying for CFP
funds must provide financial statements
such as budgets and federal tax-exempt
reports, organization goals and objectives,
and program/service desctiptions. First-
time applicants must contact Karen Wal-

lace, 524-3600, or Bobbie Contino, 342-
7872, to discuss their proposal. Groups
not incorporated as non-profits may
enlist an established non-profit to serve
as their fiscal agent. Collaborative agency
proposals are encouraged to leverage
limited funding and to share resources.

The Community Funding Pool was
established to help the Macon County
Board of Commissioners allocate tax-
generated funds to local non-profits in
a fair and efficient way. The CFP Task
Force is composed of citizens chosen by
the Board of Commissioners to consider
applications and make recommendations
to the Board, who make final funding de-
cisions. The Community Funding Pool is
a separate entity from the Macon County
Community Foundation.

Experience the full Snow Moon
Sat., Feb. 8 at the Nature Center

Explore the winter forest under the light of the Full Snow Moon on Saturday,
February 8th from 6 - 8 PM! The 2nd full moon of the year is named after the
heavy snowfall common in February, and we are opening the Botanical Garden
to allow the public to explore the grounds under its light. Bundle up and bring
your flashlight to wander through the garden on this one night only. After your
stroll, join us for hot drinks and warm up by our fire in the Meadow by the Val-
entine House (888 Horse Cove Rd).All are welcome to participate in this free
event. In the event of rain or severe weather, the event will be held on Friday,
February I4th. The Highlands Botanical Garden is part of the Highlands Bio-
logical Station, a multi-campus center of Western Carolina University. For more

information, please call (828) 526-2623.
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.MONITOR continued from page 1

back through an online portal at
IndependentMonitorMHS.com.

“We hope during or after
the sessions, community mem-
bers will highlight concerns they
have for us to review further,”
said Ron Winters, principal and
co-founder of Gibbins, in a state-
ment to Carolina Public Press.

“Even if the concerns ate
outside the scope of our role
or HCA’s undertakings, we will
channel the information back to
the appropriate parties at HCA,
ANC Healthcare Inc. (the entity
winding down the former Mis-
sion system), Dogwood Health
Trust and the (hospital) advisory
boards,” Winters’ statement add-
ed.

Winters and Thomas Urban,
the firm’s managing director, are
the only scheduled speakers at
the seven events.

Gibbins was named inde-
pendent monitor Oct. 31, when
Josh Stein, North Carolina’s at-
torney general, announced that
he had consented to the choice
after a months-long search. The

Time to think about youwn

Valentine!
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TheDry Sk Main Street Highlands, NC

firm had earlier received signoff
from ANC and Dogwood.

Stein played a leading role in
negotiating numerous service re-
quirements that HCA ultimately
agreed to in its $1.5 billion deal
with Mission.

In announcing his signoff on
Gibbins, Stein attached great im-
portance to the firm’s willingness
to interact with the public.

“To be successful, the moni-
tor must take the time to engage
with communities in Western
North Carolina,” Stein said. “Spe-
cifically, I am looking forward to
hearing about town hall meet-
ings and other opportunities for
the monitor to hear directly from
the people who are impacted by
HCA?’s health care decisions.

“That commitment to engag-
ing with local communities, along
with the monitor’s qualifications,
led me to direct my office to con-
sent to the selection of this moni-
tot.”

“The N.C. Attorney Gener-
al’s Office encouraged these meet-
ings, and we agreed with their

330 Dillard
Road

Above
Highlands
Decorating
Center

828-526-4192
Taylor Barnes Spa

o Therapeutic Massage
o Age Defying Facials
o Euphoric Feet &
Reflexology
« Tuscan Wine Body
Polish
o Personal Training

Taylor Barnes Salon
« Color, Cuts,
» Make-up
» Up-Dos
« Hair Extensions
o Manicures
« Pedicures

thinking,” Winters told Carolina
Public Press. “We had planned to
hold them anyway.”

Gibbins’ higher-profile ap-
proach contrasts with the more
traditional approach taken by
many independent monitors,
which focus almost exclusively on
inspecting organizations, review-
ing their reports, gauging compli-
ance with obligations, conferring
with attorneys general and other
agencies, and offering suggestions
for organizational improvement.

“Traditionally, monitors are
low profile because the task is not
about the monitor but is about
objectives of the parties who es-
tablished the monitorship,” said
Jacob Frenkel, a founding direc-
tor of the International Associa-
tion of Independent Corporate
Monitors and a member of the
Washington, D.C., law firm of
Dickinson Wright.

But the state-mandated
oversight situation with HCA in
North Carolina is leading to the
novel approach. “Here, ‘public’
input and ‘public’ responsibility
is central to the state’s expecta-
tions,” Frenkel said.

North Carolina’s attorney
general is not the only prominent
figure who supports interaction
between Gibbins and the public.

Would Dogwood watch-
dog?

Gibbins, which now reports
to ANC, will soon report to Dog-
wood Health Trust, a nonprofit
foundation created in the merger
of for-profit HCA and nonprofit
Mission Health. Gibbins will be
compensated by ANC and Dog-
wood and is not being paid by
HCA.

Dogwoods CEO, Antony
Chiang, was president of Empire
Health Foundation in Spokane,
Wash., before moving to Ashe-
ville. While in Spokane, he had
extensive experience dealing with
a large health care system.

In 2017, Chiang’s founda-
tion filed a federal lawsuit against
Community Health Systems Inc.,
a for-profit company that owned
CHS Deaconess Medical Center
and CHS Valley Hospital and
Medical Center.

Last Oct.
8, Empire an-
nounced a settle-
ment of that suit,
which alleged
that CHS had
“failed to com-
ply with state law
and its own put-
chase agreement
in its provision
of charity cate to
patients of Dea-
coness and Val-

Next
HCA/Mission
meetings

Informational meetings led
by Gibbins Advisors have been
scheduled in seven communi-
ties in Western North Carolina
served by Mission Health. an

The Franklin event is
Thurs., Jan. 30 from 5:30-
7p.m. in the Robert C. Car-
penter Room of the MC

many promises
it has made.
Other
obligations  in-
clude a 10-year
commitment to
provide speci-
fied services at
local hospitals,
agreement
not to close fa-
cilities or cease
providing  ser-
vices unless the

ley” according to Fomm:hnlté faC|I|‘t|eRs B:Ild- independent
an Empire press ng Or: : eofrgla oad. monitor and a
. embers of any commU=1 1,cal  advisory

release. . nity are welcome to attend the 3
Empire had | meeting(s) of their choosing. | Poad  agree,

the right to en-
force CHS’ con-
tract to purchase
the two hospi-
tals and alleged

Meetings will have limited seat-
ing and attendees will be wel-
comed first come, first serve.
Doors will open 30 minutes
before each event.

opening a new
inpatient  be-
havioral health
hospital in
Asheville and

that CHS had

“breached its contractual obliga-
tion to make ‘reasonable efforts’
to provide charity care to the com-
munity at levels that met or ex-
ceeded the eastern Washington re-
gional average,” the release states.

The settlement is expected to
extinguish as much as $50 million
in hospital debt for thousands of
former patients.

Whether Dogwood under
Chiang could potentially play a
similar role remains unclear.

Maintaining a charity care
policy that assists patients at up to
400 percent of the federal poverty
line is one of numerous promises
that HCA made as it acquired Mis-
sion.

“I have had some conversa-
tions with people at Dogwood,
and they had indicated that they
want the monitor to have contact
with the public and to solicit in-
put from the public as far as what
level of quality of service is being
provided by HCA,” said Victoria
Hicks, a community activist in-
volved in tracking HCA’s perfor-
mance.

“It is absolutely consistent
with everything we have read and
heard about him and have heard
from him,” Hicks said of Chiang.

HCA’s obligations

HCA’s agreement to main-
tain a charity care policy is one of

building a re-
placement facility for Angel
Medical Center in Franklin.

As for HCA’s closure of
two rehabilitation clinics in Bun-
combe County last yeat, “This is
an ongoing topic of discussion
that both the AG’s office and
the independent monitor will
be handling in concert moving
forward,” said N.C. Department
of Justice spokesperson Laura
Brewer in response to a ques-
tion from CPP.

“The monitor’s plan for
public hearings is a clear pro-
active measute to create the
broadest opportunity for com-
munity input,” said Frenkel of
Dickinson Wright.

“This is a thoughtful meth-
od for conveying to the state
that communication and trans-
patency, particularly to address
and alleviate community con-
cerns, is a central component at
the onset of the monitorship.”

Winters, Gibbins’ principal,
expects the use of independent
monitors to become even more
commonplace as the health care
industry consolidates.

“We expect to see growth
in the use of independent moni-
tors, and evolution of the role,
supporting health care transac-
tions in coming years.”
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Royal Pains

arry Windsor comes
from what some might
call an excellent family.

Unlike most of us, on the day he
was born his entire life was pretty
much set in stone. And, if we’re |
being honest, it wouldn’t be all
that miserable of an existence.
But keep in mind — when one,
by accident of birth, is born into
the British Royal Family, there are
a lot of rules. And, rule-breakers. Prince An-
drew, anyone?

Harry would always be seen as something
less than his older brother, William. That said,
the 35-year old second son of Charles and
Diana Windsor would, in time, do just fine, as
long as he towed the line. Keep a small string
attached to that reference to Harry’s mum. She
learned all about towing the line, didn’t she?

Then, along came Meghan Markle.

Harry was doing fine as Britains second
son until SHE arrived onto the scene. “That
woman!” That’s how Ms. Markle, an intelligent,
beautiful, mid-thirties, mixed-race American
actress, was treferred to in the British tabloid
press for saying YES when the world’s most
eligible bachelor popped the question.

Upon the occasion of their 2018 wed-
ding, upper crust Brits went, well, the appro-
priate word would be, bonkers.

And, maybe just a tad racist, as well.

Take Rachel Johnson, sister to Boris John-
son, current Prime Minister in the British Par-
liament. She commented that Ms. Markle had
“rich and exotic DNA.” Well played, Rachel.

And, then there’s the BBC commentator
who tweeted an image of the Duke and Duch-
ess of Sussex, that’s Harry and Meghan, hold-
ing hands with a chimpanzee, joking that it was
their son. Subtle, dude.

And, what about that Daily Mail head-
line proclaiming “Harry’s girl is (almost)
straight outta Compton,” while enumerating
the crimes that have taken place near where
young Meghan grew up, and connecting her to
the gangs in southern California, and sniffing
about how the two lovebirds “couldn’t possi-
bly have come from more different environ-
ments.” Nice.

Want more? There’s plenty.

If youre wondering why Prince Har-
ry, his wife, and their young son, Archie, are
“stepping back from their royal duties,” and are
planning to become both financially and geo-
graphically independent of the Royal Family,
consider the double standard exhibited when

"Bud Katz

| Meghan was asked to “guest edit”
an edition of British Vogue Maga-
zine. The Executive Editor of The
Sun, exploding with Royal righ-
teousness, proclaimed that “Royals
don’t guest-edit magazines!”

Except, they do.

Harry’s dad, Prince Chatles,
twice “guest edited” Country Life.
Kate Middleton, Prince William’s
wife, “guest edited” the Huffington
Post, and actually posed for the cover of British
Vogue, he same magazine Ms. Markle was casti-
gated for “guest editing”” I'm sure the Executive
Editor of The Sun wasn’t blinded by the color
of Meghan’s mom’s skin when he blasted the
Duchess. Right?

I've always wondered why many Ameri-
cans are infatuated, or obsessed, with the Brit-
ish Royal Family. In case you’ve forgotten, we
fought a nasty war to get that monarchy out of
our lives. Oh, I guess Her Majesty, the Queen,
seems like a nice enough lady. And her long-suf-
fering son, Prince Chatles, seems like — sorry, 1
don’t have the words. I don’t know these people.
Frankly, except for Harry, Meghan, and Harry’s
late mum, Diana Spencer Windsor, I’'m not sor-
ry to say that I have almost no interest in them.

Princess Diana was herself a bit of an
anachronism, Royally-speaking, Charles had
hoped to marry Camilla Parker-Bowles, but his
mum and dad wanted the mother of the future
King to be of somewhat better, higher breeding,
They chose Diana, daughter of the 8th Earl of
Spencer, and in thanks she gave the realm Wil-
liam, and then Harry. The marriage of Charles
and Diana ended officially a year before she died
in a Paris tunnel, victim of an automobile ac-
cident, while in the company of her Egyptian
boyfriend. It actually ended years eatlier, when
Diana chose to pursue a life that didn’t involve
so many “royal duties.”

William, Duke of Cambridge, his father’s
son, will someday wear the British crown, for
whatever it’s worth. His wife, the former Kate
Middleton, along with their children, will exist
within the splendid, isolating bubble endemic to
all monarchal spouses.

Harry, for now, at least, still the Duke of
Sussex, and definitely his mothet’s son, will live
with his wife, Meghan Markle, along with son,
Archie, somewhere between here and there,
hopefully unencumbered with too much Royal
family nonsense.

In his case, the acorn didn’t fallw far from
the maternal tree. I wish them well.
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..PRIMARY 2020 continued from page 1

running as Republicans for the District II
seat, meaning they will face off on March
3 during the primary election with the top
vote-getter heading to the General Election
in Novembet.

have been martied for almost 12 years and
together they have five children. Young was
taught how to work at a young age on his
family’s Christmas tree farm and according
to him, that work ethic has molded him into

Terry Bradley was born
and raised in Macon County
and currently lives in the
Clarks Chapel Community.

Bradley has 38 years of
Law Enforcement experi-
ence, 18 of which was as
Chief of Police of Franklin.
He completed the vigor-
ous North Carolina Justice
Academys ~ Management
Development Program and
he went on to manage not
only employees, but also
municipal taxpayer funded
budgets. Bradley was a vol-
unteer of Cullasaja Gorge Fire and Rescue
and served as one of the Board of Direc-
tors of the department.

“I would like to continue my legacy
of public service as a Macon County Com-
missioner utilizing my experiences to help
guide the decisions that will be made by
the Board of Commissioners to benefit the
residents and visitors of our community,’
said Bradley.

Bryan Rauers grew up in Charleston,
SC and moved to Atlanta, Ga after graduat-
ing from the University of South Carolina
to start his career in the automotive indus-
try. Rauers moved to Franklin in 2002 when
he purchased the Franklin Ford dealership
along with his brother and stepfather. Rau-
ers and his wife of 17 years, Kerry have two
children and have lived in Macon County
for nearly two decades.

Rauers worked for Booomershine Au-
tomotive Group in Atlanta from 1992-1999
becoming a General Manager of one of
their dealerships. He then worked for Hen-
nessy Automotive Group in Atlanta from
1999-2002 as the General Manager of Land
Rover Buckhead before moving to Franklin.

“Living and having a business in Ma-
con County for the past 17 years and having
both of my children in the Macon County
public school system makes me vested in
this community,” said Rauers. “This gives
me every reason to see Macon county suc-
ceed. For these reasons, I would like to
make a difference in Macon County.”

Joshua Young is a life-long resident of
Macon County and comes from a family
with five generations spanning from Ma-
con. Young and his highschool sweetheart

Terry Bradley

payers of this county.”
What do you see as being the biggest issue fac-
ing Macon County and how would you address it
if elected?
Bradley: “I think that there is more
than one criti-

the person he
is today.

He start-
ed Young
Tree Service
in May of
2015.  Young
is very active
in the com-
munity, serv-
ing on many
Youth  Ath-
letic boards as
well as coach-
ing numerous
youth football,
baseball, softball and basketball teams. He
enjoys the outdoors, spending time with
family and cooking.

Young’s professional expetiences in-
clude his eight-year career at Duke Energy
in which he was involved in many extracur-
ricular activities which involved working as
a team in the Lineman’s Rodeo and being a
member of the new employee hiring pro-
cess in Charlotte, NC. Young has special-
ized in NC real estate for the past 12 years
in which he has moved dozens of properties
and gained invaluable experience managing a
budget. Young is the owner and operator of
Young Tree Services, Inc, specializing in re-
moving trees with low or no ground impact
and the use of heavy machinery.

“I have no experience in running for
public office, but what I do have is a pas-
sion to be a part of a solution,” said Young;
I could sit back and complain about what is
or isn’t being done or put my name out there
like the other candidates have done and
show that I am willing to step up. I would
be honored to serve my community and I
would ensure that the tax dollars are spent
wisely. I would fight to keep our taxes low
and strive to be transpatent in everything I
do! I want to be a County Commissioner to
represent the people of Macon County. I am
not a politician. I am a taxpaying citizen of
Macon County. I work with my hands for a
living and likely will show up to many meet-
ings with my dirty work boots. This is a very
important position in Macon County. I hope
to bring an unbiased, independent mindset
and a new energy to the Board of Commis-
sioners. I am prepared to make tough busi-
ness-minded decisions to represent the tax

Bryan Rauers

cal issue facing
Macon Coun-
ty, continued
economic
stability  and
growth,  job
options  for
new  gradu-
ates, health
care availabil-
ity, accessible
reliable broad-
band accessi-

tion and unfunded mandates from State
and Federal programs. One of the main
issues currently facing Macon County
will be the future replacement or renova-
tion of the Franklin High School facilities.
We also need to continue to
evaluate local supplements
for teacher pay and support
staff in order to retain our
investment in these resoutc-
es.”

Rauers: “This is a
very complicated question
because of the way public
education is funded in Ma-
con County. That being said
I, am Pro Education. First
and foremost education for
our children should be our

bility, are some
of the major
issues we are faced with. I will approach
each issue with an unbiased evaluation based
upon what brings the most value to the citi-
zens of Macon County.”

Rauers: “Broadband for our county is
a very large issue. It is imperative we have
good broadband for new business and
business growth. I have spoken with cur-
rent County Commissioners as well as Rep.
Kevin Corbin and Senator Jim Davis about
this issue. The County Commissioners are
working diligently on this topic now but it is
very complex. Our demographic area makes
it hard and very costly to install the fiber.
This leaves the companies installing the fi-
ber with no profit margin. If elected I would
work with our State representatives hoping
for state and federal assistance.”

Young: “As an employer, employees are
our greatest assets. I feel one of the largest
issues facing Macon County ate the county
employee wages. I have been in contact with
dozens of county employees and realize that
we are losing key players in our county gov-
ernment weekly. The private sector pay far
exceeds the county pay rate. The answer is
not to “Raise Taxes” but instead trim some
fat out of other areas of our budget and
compensate our greatest assets.”

Public Education: Commissioners are faced
with more and more request for public education
Sunding. What is your stance on countys role in
Sfunding public education? Do you think the current
levels are adequate or do you think they should be
increased)/ decreased?

Bradley: “I think it is very important
to support public education and there is in-
creased budget pressure placed on Macon
County due to increases in school popula-

Joshua Young

#1 priority. If we want Ma-
con County to be better in
the next 20 years, we better invest in our
children. We need to make sure our school
facilities are not only up to date but safe.
We also have to make sure our teachers’
pay stays competitive so that we can con-
tinue to keep great teachers in our school
system. From what I have been able to
find out, our county does stand behind our
schools and should continue. I would have
to say the schools are in need of more
money for many projects. It is very im-
portant for Macon County to invest in our
children, school facilities, and our teach-
ers. Simply put, better education results in
fewer drug-related issues, less crime, and a
better economy.”

Young: “Our youth is our next gen-
eration. It is imperative that our kids get
the education they deserve. I feel the prob-
lem is at the state level. There is no reason
our teachers should be buying materials
out of their own pocket. As your commis-
sioner I want to petition the state for more
money! I will go to work for this county
and petition Raleigh for what we need.”

Macon County is in the middle of a large
space needs analysis project to address infrastruc-
ture needs. What are your thoughts on the current
direction the county is taking to address these is-
sues?

Bradley: “The final report is com-
plete and it can be found at www.maconnc.
org,” said Bradley. “There ate concerns
being raised about courthouse security,
inmate population, and other departments
having growth issues. If elected I would
work to find workable solutions that are
economically viable and financially sus-

tainable.”
o See PRIMARY 2020 page 17
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Rauers: “First, let me say 1 applaud
the County Manager and the County Com-
missioners for hiring an outside firm to pet-
form a space and needs analysis. The Coun-
ty Manager and Commissioners should
review not only the findings of the analy-
sis but also the county’s internal findings.
I would then prioritize what we feel has to
be done immediately and what can be done
at a later date. After you prioritize, funding

would have to be figured out. I believe the
county is handling this issue the way they
should.”

Young: “The answer isn’t always to
build a brand new building! Macon Coun-
ty is overrun with empty space. The old
walmart is a ghost town, K-Mart plaza is
bate, several vacancies along 441. Yes, we
need more room in our county infrastruc-
ture but look at all the available space. I want

... PLANNING BOARD continued from page 11

someone needs to take down part of a
building within a setback he would of
course give more time as long as the issue
is being addressed.

The last amendment to the UDO that
was addressed in December and OK'd in
January was the need to pave roads within
subdivisions with a grade of 5% or more.
The Town Board asked the Planning
Board to address this issue because there
are several unpaved subdivision streets in
town whose grade causes their sand and
gravel to wash down onto area streets and
adjoining property.

Mathis said Commissioner Amy Pat-
terson asked that this be addressed because
after roads wash away in subdivisions, resi-
dents ask the town to clean up the mess.

He also said that it was imperative for
Planning Board members to attend meet-

ings because since the state has changed
many land use regulations, numerous
changes will have to be made to the town’s
UDO.

In addition, the board must develop-
ment a Comprehensive Plan. “We have a lot
on our plate this year,” he said.

To be ready for their new responsi-
bilities, members asked that extra time be
allotted prior to the next few meetings so
they can be “schooled” as to the Planning
Board’s job as well as taught to navigate the
UDO and come to understand the param-
eters of the several commercial and resi-
dential zones in town.

Consequently, the February 24 meet-
ing will unofficially begin at 4:30 p.m. for
the purpose of schooling with the regularly
scheduled meeting beginning at 5:30 p.m.

— Kim Lewicki

The subjocy
oday s o
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to do all I can to support local infrastructure
and create a pro-business atmosphere. I am
thankful for the businesses and restaurants
but we need more. This is a huge reason I
decided to run for office. The commission-
ers wisely requested the space needs analysis
and once the study has concluded, I would
be a fiscally responsible representative of
our tax dollars.”

Any other issues or information that you
wonld like to include for your voters

Bradley: “There may be issues that I
am unaware of and I will work diligently to
address any of these issues.”

Rauers: “I am honored to be running
for Macon County Commissioner. My time
in Macon County and my business experi-
ence will help me make the correct deci-
sions for the people of this county. The
questions have included a couple of my
platform points but here are some others:
Pro Law Enforcement; Pro Emergency
Personnel, Pro Business, Continue the fight
on our drug epidemic, and make sure Ma-
con County has long-term vision.”

Young: “I am excited to have the op-

portunity to serve the taxpayers of Macon
County. I love this community and I'm
thankful to call it my home.”

* This is the second in a series of candidate
profiles abead of the March 3 Primary Election.
Democratic candidates for District I1 were featured
in last week’ edition of Highlands Newspaper,
which can be viewed online at wwiw.highlandsinfo.
com. Click on News.

Nexct Week’s candidate profile will featnre
Republicans Dr. Sarah Conway and Representa-
tive Kevin Corbin, both of whom are running for
Senate District 50.

Note:

There will be a Macon County Board
of Commissioner Candidate Forum on
February 13 at the Macon County Public
Library beginning at 4:30. While the forum
will focus on Commissioner Candidates,
ALL candidates running for office from
District Court Judge to Congress have
been invited to attend to meet with vot-
ers and will have an opportunity to speak.
Commissioner candidates will take partin a
Q&A beginning at 5:30.
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From left are the four Highlands women who braved the wet and cold to convee on
Sylva, NC for the Women’s March: Erin Bronk, Helene Siegel, Karen Hawk and Constance
Neely.

Highlanders march for women

The speech was first and presented a line-up of passionate, arousing speakers many
of which were young and very well-spoken assuring that there will be followers in the
footsteps of those who started the Women’s March.

Chef, restaurateur and author, Hugh Acheson of 5&10 restaurant in
Athens, GA—as well as Empire State South and the new By George in
Atlanta— will be at The Farm cooking up his favorite dishes. Hugh has
developed a style of his own, forging together the beauty of the South

with the flavors of Europe. Join us for a delicious evening!

OLD %
EDWARDS
INN

THE FARM AT OLD EDWARDS
828.787.2620 or 828.787.2619
OldEdwardsinn.com/HughAcheson
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The Church is an organic
body, a family

Pastor Mark Ford
First Baptist Church
of Highlands

The word organic — beyond its chemical reference to
carbon compounds — refers to characteristics of liv-
ing organisms. It can also speak to entities that ex-
ist in similar complexity to that of living things and their
growth and development. Because the Bible speaks of the
Church - local and global — as the “Body of Christ” (Eph.
4:4-16; 5:23, 30) and “Family” (Eph. 3:14-15) or inferences
of family (Father, brothers, sisters), we can easily say that
the church is organic in nature. The church is a living organ-
ism and operates like a family. It was never to be an organi-
zation or self-perpetuating business. As the Body of Christ,
it has no ideological or political agendas beyond sharing the
truth of the Word of God, the Good News of salvation
through Jesus Christ. As His Body we go forth organically
to humanly embrace people with hope and help. As His
Family, we operate organically to live for each other sharing
the same home, the same table, the same challenges, and the
same concerns for each other. We love each other because
of the Father’s love for us. The family lives together, works
together, and takes care of each other. We do, after all, share
the same spiritual DNA, having been born into the family
of God, filled with His Spirit, and nurtured on the milk and
meat of His Word.

As a family, the church should be laboring to build
strong relationships from cradle to end of life, giving focus
to our mutual responsibility of care and encouragement
within the Body as a whole. Too much of what goes on —
and I apologize as a Pastor for too often perpetuating these
faults in the past — is to segment our family into genera-
tions and minister to groups solely rather than to a Family
of God, a Body of Christ. We have done this to improve
the “bottom line” like a business. The size of the family
o See SPIRIAUALLY SPEAKING page 22

Looking for a church home?
Wayfarers Unity Chapel is a non denominational,
inclusive church located at 182 Wayfarer Lane, off

Highway 246 in Dillard, GA, just 1.7 miles from
Highway 441
Social time begins at 9:30 and services
begin at 10 a.m. on Sundays
Visit our website www.wayfarersunity.org
for more information, or call 706-746-3303

Proverbs 3:5

e P acEs 1O WORSHIP ®

John 3:16

BLUEVALLEY BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Oliver Rice, Pastor (706) 782-3965
Sundays: School: 10 a.m.,Worship:| |
Sunday night services every 2nd & 4th Sunday at 7
Wednesdays: Mid-week prayer meeting:7 p.m.
BUCK CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH
828-269-3546 * Rev. Jamie Passmore, Pastor
Sundays: School: 10 a.m.;Worship:| |
CASHIERS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Rev.Wes Sharpe, Pastor 828-743-5298
Sundays: School at 9:30 Worship 10:30
Wednesday night Dinner and Service 5:30
CHAPEL OF THE SKY
Sky Valley, GA « 706-746-2999
Sundays: 10 a.m.:Worship
Holy Communion Ist & 3rd Sundays
CHRIST ANGLICAN CHURCH
Rector: Jim Murphy, 252-671-401 |
464 US Hwy 64 east, Cashiers
9:30a Sunday School; 10:30a Worship Service; Mon. 6p Bible
Study & Supper in homes
CHRIST CHURCH OF THE VALLEY, CASHIERS
Pastor Brent Metcalf » 743-5470
Sun.10:45am, S.S 9:30am.Wed. 6pm supper and teaching.
Tues. Guys study 8am, Gals |0am.
CLEAR CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Jim Kinard
Sundays: School: 10 a.m.;Worship:I la.m.

I'st & 3rd Sunday night Service: 7.p.m.
Wednesdays —Supper at 6 p.m.
COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH
www.cbchighlands.com ¢ 526-4685
3645 Cashiers Rd, Highlands, NC
Sr. Pastor Gary Hewins
Sun.: 9:30am: Sunday School10:30am: Middle & High School;
10:45am: Child. Program, 1 0: 45am:Worship
Wed.: 5pm Dinner ($7 adult, $2 child), 6pm CBC U.
COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH OF SKY VALLEY
706.746.3144+ 696 Sky Valley Way #447,

Pastor Gary Hewins
Worship: Sun. 9 a.m., with Holy Communion the Ist & 3rd
Sun.; Tues: Community Supper 5:30 followed by Bible Study.
EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF THE INCARNATION
Rev.W. Bentley Manning * 526-2968
Monday-Friday: Morning Prayer at 8:15a. Sundays: 8 am
Holy Eucharist Rite I; 9 am Sunday School; 10:30 am Holy
Eucharist Rite Il. Childcare available at 10:30
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH HIGHLANDS
828-526-4153 « www.fbchighlands.org
Dr. Mark Ford, Pastore 220 Main Street, Highlands
Sun.:Worship 10:45 am; Sun.: Bible Study 9:30 am
Wed.: Men’s Bible Study 8:30 am; Choir 5p; Prayer Mtg 6:15p
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Curtis Fussell & Emily Wilmarth, pastors
526-3175 « fpchighlands.org
Sun.:Worship 8:30a Adult Ed.: 9:30a.m.;Worship || a.m.
Mondays: Men’s Prayer Group & Breakfast 8 a.m.
Wed: Choir:6p
GOLDMINE BAPTIST CHURCH
(Off Franklin/Highlands Rd)

Sunday School:10 am,Worship Service:| | am
GRACE COMMUNITY CHURCH OF CASHIERS
Non-Denominational-Contemporary Worship
242 Hwy 107N, [/4 miles from Crossroads in Cashiers
www.gracecashiers.com ¢ Pastor Steve Doerter: 743-9814
Services: Sundays |0am - Wed. - 7pm; Dinner - Wed. 6pm

HAMBURG BAPTIST CHURCH
Hwy 107N. « Glenville, NC + 743-2729 « Nathan Johnson
Sunday: School 9:45a,Worship | la & 7p, Bible Study 6p
Wed. Kidsquest 6p.; Worship 7p.
HIGHLANDS ASSEMBLY OF GOD
Randy Reed, Pastor828-421-9172 « 165 S. Sixth Street
Sundays:Worship:| |
HIGHLANDS CENTRAL BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Dan Robinson
670 N. 4th Street (next to the Highlands Civic Center)
Sun.: Morning Worship 10:45a., Evening Worship, 6p.
Wednesday: Prayer Service, 6:30 p.
HIGHLANDS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Pastor Randy Lucas 526-3376
Sun: School 9:45a.;Worship 9:09,10:50.;Youth 5:30 p.
Wed: Supper: 5:15; youth, & adults activities: 6; Handbell
rehearsal, 6:15; Choir Rehearsal 7. (nursery provided ); 7pm
Intercessory Prayer Ministry
HOLY FAMILY LUTHERAN CHURCH: ELCA
Chaplain Margaret Howell * 2152 Dillard Road * 526-9741
Sun: School and Adult discussion group 9:30 a.m.;
Worship/Communion: |0:30; Early-Bird Christmas Eve service of
Lessons and Carols, Sunday, Dec. 22, 10:30 am.
All are welcome.
HEALING SERVICE on the 5th Sunday of the month.
MACEDONIA BAPTIST CHURCH
8 miles south of Highlands on N.C.28 S in Satolah
Pastor Zane Talley
Sundays: School:10 a.m.;Worship:1 |, Choir:6 p.m.
Wed: Bible Study and Youth Mtg.:7 p.m.
MOUNTAIN SYNAGOGUE
at St. Cyprian’s Episcopal Church, Franklin « 828-524-9463
MOUNTAIN BIBLE CHURCH
743-2583 « Independent Bible Church
Sun:10:30 a.m. at Big Ridge Baptist Church,

4224 Big Ridge Road (4.5 miles from NC 107)
Weds: Bible Study 6:30 p.m.;Youth Group 6 p.m.
OUR LADY OF THE MOUNTAINS
CATHOLIC CHURCH
Rev. Fr. Jason K. Barone — 526-2418
Mass: Thurs. 12:10; Fri. 9am; Sun: | | a.m.
SCALY MOUNTAIN BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Marty Kilby
Sundays: School —10 a.m.;Worship —I | am. & 7
Wednesdays: Prayer Mtg.:7 p.m.

SCALY MOUNTAIN CHURCH OF GOD
290 Buck Knob Road; Pastor Donald G. Bates ¢ 526-3212
Sun.: School:10 a.m.;Worship:10:45 a.m.;Worship: 6 p.m.
SHORTOFF BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Rev.Andy Cloer
Sundays: School: 10 a.m.;Worship:I | a.m.
Wednesdays: Prayer & Bible Study:6 p.m.
ST.JUDE’S CATHOLIC CHURCH
Mass: Thurs. 9am, Fri., | lam; Sun. 9am
THE CHURCH OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD
1448 Highway 107 S., Office: 743-2359 « Rev. Rob Wood
June-Sept: Sunday Services: Rite |, 8a, Rite I, 9:15 & | la
Nursery available for Rite Il services
Sept 6-Oct 25-Informal Evening Eucharist-5:30 p.m.
Thursday: Noon Healing Service with Eucharist.
UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST FELLOWSHIP
85 Sierra Drive, Franklin * uufranklin.org
Sunday Worship - | | am.
WHITESIDE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Rev. Sam Forrester/Cashiers
Sunday School:10 am,Worship Service:| | am




Parents want art and music back
in all Macon County schools

By Brittney Lofthouse

The Macon County Board of Educa-
tion meeting room was packed on Monday
night, with parents, community members,
and educators all gathered to show their
support of increasing students’ access to
the arts.

Macon County Schools parents Mag-
gie Jennings and Sarah O’Neal compiled
a presentation for school board members
unveiling a three-year vision to reincot-
porate music and art into Macon County
Schools.

“We know that the arts are always the
first thing to get cut, but we are here be-
cause we want to change that,” said Jen-
nings.

Jennings and O’Neal outlined that
currently in Macon County Schools, there
are no art or music classes for preschool
age children.

“There is so much brain development
that goes on at that age, that it really is
a shame that we are missing the oppor-
tunity to install music in our children in
preschool,” said Jennings.

For the four Franklin area elementary
schools, there are two specialists shared
between the schools, which are faced with
overcrowded classrooms. O’Neal noted
that students at the elementary level only
get 20-25 mins in either an art or music
classroom once a week.

For East Franklin Elementary and
Cartoogachaye Elementary, students only
get music once a week for half the year,
and then switch to art once a week for the
second half, and next year, both art and
music will lose their classroom and have
to move to a cart.

Macon Middle School hasn’t had art
classes in nearly a decade and for the last
three yeats they have not had a chorus
class. The middle school however does of-
fer band.

Union Academy, the district’s alterna-
tive school, has no options for either art
or music for students, something Jennings
said should be fixed.

“These students deserve the same
opportunities as other children their age,”
said Jennings.

Highlands Principal Brian Jetter said
that Highlands, too, faces struggles with
keeping art and music for all students.

Highlands high school students have

both art and music courses available for
them, if they choose to enroll as an elective.

Middle school students in Highlands
have music every day, but they do not have
an option for art courses.

On the elementary level, Highlands
students have music twice a week and art
once a week. Both the art teacher and the
music teacher have their own rooms at
Highlands, so neither are having to travel to
classrooms, an issue Franklin area schools
are facing

Jennings and O’Neal asked the school
board to provide funding this year to hire
a part-time arts coordinator with an arts
education background to begin to grow
the county’s arts programs. Because East
Franklin and Cartoogachaye will be los-
ing their dedicated room for art and mu-
sic, the presentation included a request for
two double-classroom modular units to be
placed at both schools to give a space for
the classrooms.

In addition to requesting the school
board hire elementary art and music posi-
tions as well as a chorus position at Macon
Middle school in 2020-21 school year, in-
cluded was a commitment to fund well-
equipped programs which included equip-
ment and supplies, as well as an after-school
chorus program at the elementary level.

In year two, the duo requested ad-
ditional full-time art and music positions
at each elementary school and to increase
the part-time arts education position to
full-time. The presentation also noted that
in year two, the school board should look
at securing bids for a new Arts Center at
Franklin High School, which was built in
1970.

The largest expense proposed for year
three is the construction of the fine arts
center.

Both Jennings and O’Neal said they,
along with other supporters, were com-
mitted to doing whatever it took to secure
funding for their 3-year vision, including
requesting additional funding from com-
missioners.

Board of Education Chair Jim Breed-
love said the presentation was well re-
searched and had several significant points
and because the board is at the beginning
stages of the budget planning process,
board members will consider the proposal
during the planning process.
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® Police & FIRE REPORTS @

Highlands Police entries from
Jan. 16.Only the names of persons ar-
rested, issued a Class-3 misdemean-
or or public officials have been used.

Jan. 16

* At |:I5 p.m,, officers were called
about finding a clear baggie containing
crystal-like substance in Bryson’s Food
Store.

Jan. 17

* At 9:35 p.m,, officers were called
about a patron being drunk and disruptive
at Tugs Proper on Main Street.

The Highlands Fire & Rescue log
from Jan. 21

Jan. 21

* At 9:30 am,, the dept. provided mu-
tual aid to the Satolah Fire Dept. for a fire
on Luther Owens Road.

Jan.22

* At 6:39 p.m,, the dept. responded to
a motor vehicle accident on Buck Creek
Road.

Jan.23

* At 1:39 p.m,, the dept. responded to
a structure fire on Lost Horse Trail.

* At 6:32 p.m,, the dept. responded to
a call of a smell of gas on N. 5th Street.

Jan.24

* At I1:17 a.m,, the dept. responded
to a fire alarm at a residence on Club
Circle.

Jan.27

* At 8:36 a.m,, the dept. was first-re-
sponders to a residence on Lyman Zach-
ary Road.

* At 3:02 p.m.,, the dept. was first-re-
sponders to a residence on NC 106.

COREY JAMES GALLERY
& Estate Consignments
Open Everyday!

(828) 526-4818
On the corner of 3rd & Spring

@
(abin (outure
~ Home Decor
~ Gifts
~ Jewelry

468 Carolina Way
Highlands
(Between N. 4th & N. 5th)

828-526-3909

Shear Elevations

225 Spring Street * Highlands
828-526-9477

Owner/Stylist: Lisa L. Shearon
Stylist: Kristi Stockton
Stylist/Nail Tech: Kassie Vinson

Hair ¢ Nails ® Waxing ¢ Tanning ¢ Facials
Massages * Eyelash Extensions
Walk-ins Welcome!

Owner/Stylist: Lacy Jane Villardo
Stylists: Heahter Escandon
Maggie Barden, Bri Field, Desiray Schmitt
and Cali Smolarsky
Nail Tech: Jenna Schmitt
Massage Therapist: Brenda Lopez

Upstairs and Across the Walkway at
“Falls on Main” Highlands
Open at 9a Tues.-Sat. * 828-526-3939
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BROPHY & ASSOCIATES
CONSULTING, LLC
Robbin Brophy

" | Enrolled Agent
(828) 558-4300 |3

We have a special knack for | #
keeping your taxes on track

e Tax return preparation for small
businesses and individuals

* QuickBooks training and
bookkeeping services

* IRS/State representation

367 Dellwood Rd., Bldg. E, Ste. 3
Waynesville, NC 28786
(828) 558-4300 office * (833) 234-4881 fax
brophytax.com
robbin@brophytax.com

HIGHLANDER

ROOFING SERVICES ;¢

New & Re-Roofing Applications Including:
Asphalt ¢ Cedar + Metal & Synthetic Materials

Offece (828) 524-7773

Bill Barber

billbarber22@gmail.com
billbarberhomes.com

(828)
226-9696

Rachel|BYKelley; PMHNP-BG‘_'
ARNPLIBoard(Cerntified

+/Mental/Health
Positive Wellness|

404963

JUST TALK TO ME
| am 74. | am Pain-Free.

Are You? CBD HEALS

VIVA WELLNESS

FAR INFRARED
AUNAQLAPSULE
HYDROMA SSAGE

WHOLE BODY
VIBRATION

5 Cottage Row « U.S. 64 East “

Showroom Location Cell (828) 526-6421
1511 Highlands Rd luke@highlandernc.com
Franklin, NC 28734 www.highlandernc.com

Mendoza Tree Expert

f
Quality Tree Care & Removal *16+ years §-

828-200-9217

" Wi oWl acc.ept *Fully Insured
alll c;'edltcard b

Residential & Commercial
Sales | Service | Repairs

828.526.9325

RIOS
“/Painting

Fully Insured ¢ 706-982-0864

o Interior
» Exterior
o Pressure Washing
o Drywall Repair
« Window Cleaning
o Gutter Cleaning
o Deck Repair

riospainting0864@gmail.com
Find us on FaceBook
Owner Elias Rios

STEVE CONNOR
DRAFTING, INC.

CAD Architectural Drafting + Design

Renovations
Additions

Kitchen remodel
Bath remodel
Electrical layout
Whole house plans

Steve Connor

828-342-2884
SCDraftingl@gmail.com

5 new log cabins
estled in the hemlocks

of Whiteside
Mountain.

800-805- 3558 828-526-2222

Loma Linda
o?e

33 Farm &4°

Dog Boarding * Day Care
Pastoral Park
in Home and Leash Free
Lodging in the lap of luxury
(828) 421-7922
Highlands NC ;
lomalindafarm@gmail.com
www.lomalindafarm.com

R
NC License #10978

Wendolyn Forbes
Financial Advisor

828.258.4477

Merrill Lynch Wealth Management
One North Pack Square, 2nd Floor
Asheville, NC 28801
fa.ml.com/wendolyn.forbes

MERRILL§§

ABANK OF AMERICA COMPANY

Merrill Lynch, Pierce, Fenner & Smith Incorporated (also referred to as “MLPF&S” or “Merrill")
makes available certain investment products sponsored, managed, distributed or provided by
companies that are affiliates of Bank of America Corporation (“BofA Corp.”). MLPF&S is a registered
broker-dealer, Member SIPC and a wholly owned subsidiary of BofA Corp.

© 2020 Bank of America Corporation. All rights reserved. ARQ54MR7 | AD-01-20-2353A| 470944PM-0519101/2020
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American
Upholstery

WE HAVE MOVED TO

105 Ashley Drive « Walhalla, SC 29691
(Same Owners: Morris & Rachel Bible)

Same Phone Numbers:
(864) 638-9661 cell: (864) 710-9106

* Residential or
Commercial

* Over 40 Years
Experience

* Fast and Dependable
* FREE Estimates
* FREE Pick-up and
Delivery

Ryan M. Bears 4

Broker

Cell: 803-271-5426
Office: 828-526-8784
Ryan@patallenrealtygroup.com

Zut Al

REALTY GROUP
Pat Allen, Broker in Charge

MORALES
PAINTING

Sample Books Available

Highlands Automotive

RICARDO MORALES
MORALESPAINTINGANDSERVICES@GMAIL.COM
706.982.9768
828-226.5347

INTERIOR/EXTERIOR PAINTING « LAWN MAINTENANCE
HOUSE MAINTENANCE * QUALITY WORK
FULLY INSURED

NC
Inspection
Station

Service

828-787-2360

2851 Cashiers Road « highlandsautomotive.com

* Grading
e Excavating
e Driveways
* Build sites
e Hauling
e Septic Systems

Edwin Wilson
Cell (828) 421-3643
Office/fax (828) 526-4758
wilsongrading@yahoo.com

e Interior & Exterior Painting
o Pressure Washing
« House Maintenance
e Drywall Repair
o Deck Repair

Quality Work e Fully Insured

Lupe Gonzales
avpintura@gmail.com
828-332-1539 or 678-873-2927

CHESTNUT STORAGE

Storage Units Available

Secure 24 Hour Access
Easy In - Easy Out
Great Rates - Great Terms
Call today to find out why we’re
“Highland’s Premier Facility”

828-482-1045

L - L3
Look for our sign!
10890 Buck Creek Rd. - 1/2 mile off Cashiers Rd near the hospital

OLD ¥
EDWARDS
INN“fu

AVAILABLE POSITIONS

IMMEDIATE FULL-TIME ON-SITE
GRAPHIC DESIGN AND LAYOUT PROFES-
SIONAL NEEDED TO JOIN MARKETING
DEPARTMENT OF OLD EDWARDS HOSPI-
TALITY GROUP IN HIGHLANDS, NORTH
CAROLINA. At least two years of print layout and
design required. Keen eye for design, detail-oriented
and proficiency in formatting for scannable content
a must. Experience in CRM, email marketing, website
updating and/or social media is a plus. Must have high
integrity, sense of humor, consistently positive nature,
interpersonal skills and work well as part of a close
team. Full benefits. Possible subsidized housing. Posi-
tion is 100% onsite in Highlands, NC, no exceptions.

FULL-TIME TEMPORARY MARKETING
POSITION. OEl is seeking a marketing professional
and graphic designer experienced in page layout and ad
creation for both print and digital to fill a six-month
position between approximately March | and Septem-
ber 31,2020.At least two years of professional layout
and design required. This position designs billboards,
newspaper and magazine ads, digital ads and more for
a high-end luxury brand. Some experience in website
updating—or ability to learn—required (content man-
agement, not coding). Must have high integrity, sense
of humor, consistently positive nature, interpersonal
skills and work well as part of a close team. Position is
100% onsite in Highlands,NC, no exceptions.There is a
possibility that this position could become permanent.
Please provide cover letter, resume and samples. Refer-
ences will be required.

ALSO:

OLD EDWARDS HOSPITALITY has the
following positions open:

RESTAURANT FOURG65:

Part-time servers, full-time Hostess, AM/PM
Sous Chef, Cook and Utility/Dishwasher needed.

HALF MILE FARM:

Assistant Inn Manager

OLD EDWARDS:

Banquet Bar Supervisor, Maintenance Engineer,
Front Desk, Bellmen, Front Desk Supervisors, Spa at-
tendants & concierge, Housekeepers, Laundry, Expe-
rienced servers & server assistants, Reservationist,
Sales Manager (2 years experience), Graphic Artists
(Full-time and Full-time Temporary)

Send resume to: pturnbull@oldedwardsinn.com
(pdf format please)
or apply online at oldedwardsinn.com/careers
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e CLASSIFIEDS ®

FOR SALE

20-YEAR-OLD, AIR-
DRIED LUMBER. Rough
sawn. White Oak, Red Oak
and Cherry. Call 828-743-4327.
(2/20)

E-Z UP 10X10 VEN-
DOR TENT with sidewalls &
weights. Excellent condition.
$170.828-526-1031 (st, 1/30)

FIREWOOD FORSALE.
Call or text Matt at 706-239-
0880. (st. 9/26)

COMIC BOOKS - Buy /
Sell. Call Bob @ 302-530-1109

(1131)
WANTED
ISO, A | OR 2

BED/IBATH, FURNISHED
GUEST COTTAGE OR
SMALL HOME WITH A
SCREEN PORCH. | am a
quiet individual with one cat
am looking in the areas of: Sky
Valley, Highlands or Franklin
beginning May or June through
October. Under $1500 per
month. Please email your infor-
mation to: seibertinteriors@
comcast.net (st. [/30)

TO RENT: MATURE
PROFESSIONAL WITH
INDOOR CAT SEEKS REA-
SONABLE 2BR HOME TO
RENT. Solid references. Call or
text 828-200-1611 (st. 1/30)

WANTED TO BUY: US
& Foreign COINS, free apprais-
als , call Dan at 828-421-1616.
(3/26)

HARLEY DAVIDSON
MOTORCYCLE MEMORA-
BILIA. Call Sandra La Jeunesse
at 828-371-2214.

WANTTO RENT 3 OR
4 BR FROM JUNE 8 TO

ULY 5,OR LONGERWITH
REDUCED DAY RATE. No
more than |10 min.from Highlands
center. mike_marsh@bellsouth.
net 601.946.1950. (Jan. 2,2020)

HELP WANTED

NOW HIRING PART
AND FULL TIME ASSOCI-
ATES FOR RETAIL STORE.
Must be willing to work week-
ends and holidays. Call Shannon
526-8864 or email shannon@
dutchmansdesigns.com (st. 1/23)

WOLFGANG’S RES-
TAURANT is seeking a hostess.
Salary is based on experience.
Come be a part of our team.
Email wom2@me.com or call
Jacque at 828.526.3807.(st. | 1/21)

EMPLOYMENT OP-
PORTUNITIES AVAILABLE
AT HIGHLANDS SMOKE-
HOUSE. Hiring all positions.
Commitment to excellence in
food quality and guest service.
We are proud of the products
and service we provide, we cre-
ate experiences not just sell food.
Offering defined, sane schedules
and healthy work environment
allowing for a balanced life. Very
cooperative pay. Food service
experience preferred. Tobacco
free workplace. Contact us at
Smokehouserecruiting@gmail.
com (st.5/2)

SALES ASSOCIATE
HIGH END RETAIL CLOTH-
ING STORE IN HIGHLANDS
AND CASHIERS, NC. Full
time, part time and seasonal. In-
quire to 828-200-0928. (st. 3/38)

SERVICES

HOME MAID CLEAN-
ING SERVICE LLC: Too much

to do for the holidays? Give us
a ring! Specializing in residential
homes & vacation rentals. Servic-
ing Highlands & Cashiers. For a
free estimate call, (828) 371-1702.
Check out our website at,www.
homemaidcleaningservicenc.com

WOOD PALLET PICK-
UP AND REMOVAL SER-
VICE. Commercial/residential.
We will pick up and haul away your
pallets weekly or as requested.
We will clean up behind your
store or restaurant. Raking, clean
up, bag and remove garbage on
the ground. Let’s spruce up our
alleyways and respect our beauti-
ful town. Call 828-200-3217 now.
(2/6/20)

GUTTER CLEANING
METAL ROOF & FABRI-
CATON roof repairs, chimney
flashing, debris removal, pressure
washing. Call 371-1103. (st. 6/27)

HIGHLANDS-CA-
SHIERS HANDYMAN: Re-
pairs, remodeling, painting, pres-
sure washing, minor plumbing and
electric, decks and additions. Free
Estimates. Insured. Call 828-200-
4071.(12/31)

HIGH COUNTRY PHO-
TO/KEVIN VINSON: scanning
photos, slides & negatives to CD
or DVD for easier viewing.Video
transfer to DVD. Everything done
in house. Leave message at 828-
526-5208. (st. 4/25)

MURPHY’S PAINTING
CO. Interior & Exterior Painting,
Sheetrock Repair, Wallpaper Re-
moval,Log Homes, Decks. Insured.
Free Estimates. 828-524-1391 or
828-332-0525.

REAL ESTATE FOR

SALE

38.92 ACRES IN GATED
COMMUNITY IN HIGH-
LANDS. Small private develop-
ment with paved streets, com-
munity water, community lake
and pavilion, underground power
and street lights. Gentle build-
ing sites with mountain views
and streams at over 4,100’ in
elevation. Borders USFS. Offered

for $599,000 and MLS #88028.

Call Cathy Garren at Highlands
Sotheby’s International Realty at
828-226-5870. (1/2/2020)

ATTENTION BUSI-
NESSOWNERS: Looking for
employee housing? We've got
several options! Close to town
and affordable! Call Christal at
White Oak Realty Group. 828-
200-9699. (st. 9/19)

SIX ACRES ON BUCK
CREEK ROAD behind High-
lands-Cashiers Hospital. Sign on
property.843-460-8015.(st.5/30)

2/2 CLAYTON HOME
IN LOWER CLEAR
CREEK.

9/5)

1.21 ACRES FOR SALE
BY OWNER - OTTO, NC
- $28,000. Lot 12 Quail Haven

Road. Otto, NC. Price not firm ...

open for negotiation. Please email
if interested to ddmarsh | 5@aol.

com or call/text to 239-980-053 1.

Please leave a message. (st. 7/20)
COMMERCIAL SPACE
RENTALS
COMMERCIAL SPACE

at 640 Carolina Way, Highlands.

+/- 1340 sq.ft. $1,650/mo. 404-
210-7979. (st. 12/12)

| +acre,Private.
View.118,000.706.782.9728 (st.

RESIDENTIAL RENT-
ALS

SPACIOUS POST AND
BEAM HOME WITH 4-bed-
room, 3-1/2 bath home. Soaring
30’ ceiling in open floor-plan of
the kitchen/living/dining room.All
other rooms offer 10’ ceilings.
Spacious master suite. Mountain
views with creeks and large deck.
Less than |5-minutes from Main
Street. This is a non-smoking
property. Call 828.421.1823 to
view the property.Yearly lease@
$3200 per month. (st. 1/30)

HOUSE FOR LEASE
IN MIRROR LAKE AREA. 2
BR/2 BA furnished. Full laundry,
screened porch. No smoking,
sorry no pets.. Long-term lease
available$ 1,900 per month. 404-
630-8398. (2/6)

FOR RENT IN SHELBY
PLACE, 2 bed/2 bath. Close
to town. Newly renovated,
Fireplace with gas logs. 6 or 12
month lease. Call 828-226-9696.
(st. Dec 12)_

4BD 3.5 BA, 1 CAR
GARAGE W/STORAGE
large yard with backyard fenced,
dogs negotiable. On the Atlanta
side of Highlands, 5 minutes
from the Post Office. $2500
month. Offered unfurnished,
one year minimum lease, refer-
ences, credit check and deposit
required. Call House in Order
828-484-1571. (st. 1/14)

LUXURY APARTMENT
INTOWN. Walk to Main Street.
IBR IBA. $3,500 per month. 3
month minimum. Sorry, no pets,
no smoking.Adults only.828-42 1 -
1709. (st. 5/10)

.SPIRITUALLY SPEAKING continued from page 18

is not as important as being a
family. We focus on certain age
groups — like children and youth
- to attract and appease external
agendas, losing sight of the fact
that the church is Body, Family.
Senior citizens need help to face
the end of life and want to re-
main engaged with the church
family. Middle aged adults are
facing the steep challenges of
raising children, empty nest, the
weight of debts, marriage stress-
es, etc. Single adults or single-

again adults need to know they are
part of God’s family. The church
is not a business or organization
that is driven by the bottom line of
finances or institutional numbets.
The family cares for each other.
The body to be healthy must be
whole. This is carried out by minis-
tering to one another, learning to-
gether, worshipping together, and
praying together. Our attraction to
a world looking on is not program-
matic, budgetary, aesthetical, musi-
cal, or denominational. Our attrac-

tion will be to those who want to
be a part of something that is real
and alive, like the Lord’s Body that
embraces a lost and needy world.
Our attraction will be familial, as
people look to find a loving and
caring family to be a member of,
guided by the Spirit and led by the
Father - especially with the growth
of the dysfunctional family in our
nation. At First Baptist Church
we are shifting our emphasis from
gender and generational disciple-
ship and ministry. We are going

to move toward how we can be
a functional Body of the Lord
that will work in unison for the
good of all who make up our lo-
cal body. And as a healthy expres-
sion of the Body of Christ, do
our patt to reach out to a needy
and lost world by being His arms
and feet. As His Family, we are
looking to how we can minister
to each other for the welfare of
the family of God — to work to-
gether, help each other, learn to-
gether, and worship together at
the Lord’s table and in the Lord’s
house. We want to help parents

learn how to raise their children
in the Lord and be encouraged
by those who have moved on to
being grandparents. We want to
see the younger generations min-
ister to the needs of the older by
letting them know they are still
needed and appreciated. We want
the older generation to share their
wisdom and encouragement with
the younger generations. You get
the picture. The church is to be
organic —a living entity and not an
institutional business. The church
is Body, the church is Family.
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SILVER EAGLE

Native American Jewelry
Crystal & Gem Gallery

Main Street Jun & Bistre
828-526-2590 « mainstreet-inn.com

Highlands
Sotheby’s

MATIOMNAL REALTY

Country Club Properties
“Your local hometown ¥
Real Estate professionals.”
3 Offices 828-526-2520
www.CCPHighlandsNC.com

Suzanne McDavid
Broker

A

“Highlands is calling

and I must go.”

- \HEES KE Ay -
'L.Jﬂﬁhf} Fo REA; Yy
& Vacation Hentals

401 N 5th St., Highlands

828-526-3717

www.highlandsiscalling.com

- % :
349 Main Street, Highlands, NC
828.526.5190 silvereaglegallery.com

&S
BERESHIRE HATHAWAY
HiomeServioss
Meadows Mountain Realty

Mitzi Rauers, Broker
404-218-9123

CHESTNUT ST

f Martin-Lipscomb
Performing Arts Center

| mitzi@meadowsmtnrealty.com
meadowsmountainrealty.com

EPRGPERTIES

619 Highway 107 5, Cashiers, NG

Reebes

Hardware

2011 Ceavriahied Man|

Highlands | Sotheby’s

114 N. 4th Street * Highlands, NC

“Local Experz‘z'se. Global Connections.”

office: 828.526.8300 * cell: 828.337.0706
sheryl.wilson@sothebysrealty.com * highlandssir.com

[ = = — J
Nightly at 5 p.m. » 828-526-5777

Sheryl Wilson

Top 12%
of
Brokers
in 2019

Sotheby’s
is the top
firmin
Highlands
since 2013

Andrea Gabbard

€ 828.200.6742
0 828.526.8300

AndreaGabbard@gmail.com

Highlands
Sotheby’s

INTERNATIONAL REALTY

PAM NELLIS
BROKER

CELL: B28-FA7-18%%
FAMELA NELLISEYAHOO COM

56 LANDMARK

HIGHLANDS OFFICE
333 MAIN STREGRT « 6382304004




BROKERS: Pat Allen
Kurt Barbee 404-906-5113 Broker-in-charge
828-545-7272 Julie Osborn Cell: 828-200-9179
Ryan Bears 828-200-6165

pat@patallenrealtygroup.com
Office: 828-526-8784
295 Dillard Road
Highlands, NC 28741
404-229-8737

Z_) REAL ESTATE
COMPANIES
Rick Harrison Lea ZTHE WoRLD:

803-271-5426
Darlene Conley
404-427-2448
Christy Harris

Cy Timmons
828-200-9762
Steve Sheppard
404-219-1349
Sheila Welch
828-342-0695

Top Producers for 15 Years

Highlands | Sotheby’s

Zut Allen

REALTY GROUP

Not the Biggest ... Just the Best!

www.patallenrealtygroup.com

=5 DAVID

,..,':: BOCK

BUILDERS

www.BockBuiIders.com 828-526-2240

Jody Lovell » 828.226.6303

¢ #1 Broker Highlands/
Cashiers MLS 2001-2019
e #1 Broker North Carolina
2016/2017
¢ Top 2 Broker North Carolina
2018 per Real Trends

WHITE GAK

REALTY GROUP

125 South 4th Street, Highlands ¢ (828) 526-8118 * www.WhiteOakRG.com
Invest In An Extraordinary Experience

Susie deVille, Broker Associate
828-371-2079

Bee Gleeson, Broker Associate
404-307-1415

Pat Gleeson, Owner, BIC
828-782-0472

CLIF GOTTWALS

BROKER

CELL: 303-887-7479
CLIF@LANDMARKRG.COM

¥} -&i; e i btk

HIGHLANDS OFFICE
225 MAIN STREET - 828-526-4663

@ 0/€/f/

Thank you for an incredible
season! Closed for winter
through Wed Apr|I 8

WILD THYME GOURMET

Open Year-Round « 6 days a week
343-D Main Street. « 526-4035
Closed Wednesday

T “ i Lunch

1la-4p

hank you for a
wonderful 25 Years!

Closed January
5:30p Reopening Feb. 13

Closed .
¥ \Sunday night 474 Main Street
828.526.3807 | wolfgangs.net

Dinner

www.wildthymegourmet.com

@...on the Verandah

Restaurant
on Lake Sequoyah
828-526-2338

P

www.ontheverandah.com

McCULLEY’S
M CASHMERE

Scotland’s Best Knitwear

Reopening

mid March

Open 7 days a week

526-4407
242 S. 4th St. & Pop up

on Main Street ©




