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Do you want your Congressional
representative to live in District 11?

By Brittney Lofthouse
The logical answer to the
question raised in the headline

Migrant
workers

get mobile
health
clinic
By Brian O’Shea
Plateau Daily News

The Rotary Club of Cashiers
Valley distributed more than
$100,000 to the Vecinos Farm-
worker Health Program for a new
and much-needed mobile clinic on
Dec. 11 at Cashiers United Meth-
odist Church.

Vecinos is a nonprofit health-
care ofrganization serving and
advocating for farmworkers in
western North Carolina.  Veci-
nos aims to improve the lives of
farmworkers and their families by
offering mobile medical services
and health education, along with
advocating for farmworker rights.

Rotary also received its larg-
est individual donation of $25,000
by Rotarian Ron Keller. Last year,
Keller made a challenge gift of

e See CLINIC page 10

Tho |
SWNIVIERYHOUSE

‘Home Furnishing Center’

Open
Monday — Saturday
9a-5p
2089 Highway 106
828-526-5577

should be a resounding “yes,” but
residents in Western North Caro-
lina’s District 11 could potentially

lose their representation in Con-
gress, depending on the outcome
eSee DISTRICT 11 page 11
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More than 20 Highlands School alumni gathere

d the Saturday after Christmas to battle it out on the Bball court.

Highlands School brings back
alumni basketball game tradition

By Brian O’Shea
Plateau Daily News

Highlands School hosted its
first alumni-basketball game in 10
years on Saturday, Dec. 28, with
dozens of former students repre-
senting their class by battling it out
on the court.

More than 20 Highlands
School alumni showed up for Sat-

Highlands

Sotheby’s

INTERMNATIOMNAL REALTY

114 N. 4th Street * Highlands
NC -« 828-526-4104

urday’s game with Blue taking on
arch rival Gold and that’s when
things got real on the court.

Teams Blue and Gold were
neck and neck throughout the
first three quarters, but then Gold
stepped up their game and took
the win 55-42.

Highlands Athletic Director
Brett Lamb said it’s all to have a

good time wants to make it an an-
nual event, again.

“It’s a great way to keep our
alumni as a part of our program
and let our current players to see
some of the ‘old timers” said
Lamb. “Big thanks to Booster
Club, [Chris] Duffy and all that
attended. It really shows High-
lander pride.”

Happy 2020!

Many thanks to our clients and friends for
making Highlands Sotheby’s International Realty
the leader in sales in Highlands for the sixth year

in a row per the Highlands/Cashiers MLS with
over $130 million in sales in 2019.
www.highlandssothebysrealty.com ¢ 828-526-4104
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Select
Bank is
coming to
Highlands

By Brittney Lofthouse

The Highlands Entegra
Bank location will soon have a
new owner.

As part of the merger agree-
ment between Entegra Bank and
First Citizens Bank, three En-
tegra Bank locations, including
the Highlands location, had to
be sold to another bank prior to
the merger being approved by the
Department of Justice.

The two entities announced
just before the new year that
Select Bank and Trust had pur-
chased the three Entegra Bank
locations and would assume op-
erations in the next few months.

“The agreement with Select
Bank represents a step forward
in the merger with Entegra, said
Frank Holding, chairman and
chief executive officer of First
Citizens Bank. ”Select Bank is

e See SELECT page 10

M°CULLEY’S

The largest selection of
Scottish cashmere in
the U.S.A.

In Highlands
242 S. 4th St.* 526-4407
and
In Cashiers
24B Canoe Point * 743-5515
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e THE PLATEAU’S POS]TION o

«MAYOR ON DUTYe.

On preservmg what matters

ile ’'m optimistic
about many things
at the beginning

of the new year, I also have
concerns.

What I’'m about to de-
scribe is illustrative of con-
cerns and challenges that
I think we will face on the
Highlands Plateau.

A recent article in the
Carolina  Press  reported
that the US Forest Service
is partnering with the East-
ern Band of the Chetrokee
Nation secking advice on
how to manage and preserve
forest species. The Chero-
kees have thousands of years of traditional
knowledge about managing and preserving
the forest, especially plant and wildlife spe-
cies.

What really caught my attention was
the US Forest Service’s concern about man-
aging the ramp population. Ramps are a
wild onion that the Cherokee and settlers
have eaten in the spring for many genera-
tions. There is a growing concern that wild
ramps of the forest may become endan-
gered. Trendy restaurants that cater to “hip
foodies,” are now serving wild ramps as an
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exotic, but popular, dish.

Chefs are creating a
growing market for this tra-
ditional, albeit lowly dish. En-
trepreneurs are going into the
forest and picking gallons of
ramps to meet this demand.
A gallon bucket can bring as
much as $50.

The article points out
that the Cherokee had the
rule of fours when harvest-
ing wild plants. Out of four
plants they would only har-
vest one, and even that plant
was cut to where the root was
harvested in order to gener-
ate a new plant.

The forest service experts want to
learn about these practices as a way of
sustaining natural plant life in forest lands.
Like ginseng and Galax, demand and over-
harvesting of ramps could become a setious
problem. Currently, licenses are required to
harvest plants on forest service lands, but
laws do not deter the unscrupulous.

There is a lot of talk about invasive
species on the plateau, like Japanese Knot
Weed and Kudzu. It might just be that we
humans are the biggest invasive species to
the plateau. Our uncontrolled and thought-
less actions could have detrimental conse-
quences to this unique environment. The
growing problem with the wild ramp is a
cautionary tale, maybe another canary in the
mine situation.

I am grateful in many ways that we
have a booming economy on the plateau,
but this robust tourist business may put
pressures on the environment and commu-
nity that could have a lasting impact. How
much should we build, develop, and in the
lowly ramp situation, harvest?

How many short-term rental units can
the community sustain before permanent
neighborhoods are eroded? How many
more parking spaces can the business dis-
trict accommodate? And how many tour-
ists do we have the capacity to attract? How
many visitors can the town accommodate
without becoming overcrowded to a tip-
ping point? These are all questions we need
to address because we all want to preserve
what it is that brings people here: the lowly
ramp, the beautiful landscape, and the sim-
ple mountain life.

Hope you have a happy and prosper-
ous new year.

“"Yum,

it's left over season. And to think
we use to sleep through the holidays.”

EVARCESEUERN @ TR DO, Cani.

| FTTERS

An Exceptional Bit of Cardboard

Dear Editor,

I recently found in my mailbox a piece
of cardboard addressed to Postal Customer.

I assumed it was meant for me or my
spouse. I also assumed that other Postal
Customers in Highlands may have re-
ceived a similar bit of mail. It is entitled
“WideOpen Highlands.” At first, I thought
we may soon have more bars and possibly
a poolhall. Nope, it flogs connection to the

internet.

Now, the reason I consider this to be
exceptional is that I take exception to just
about everything on both sides of the card-
board. I have been involved in all things
electronic since 1954 and computers in
particular since about 1990. I know a little
about cables and networks.

The front side is laden with assertions

o See LETTER page 4
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BLUE VALLEY R|DGE This home has features to delight: three bedrooms,

two baths, split plan, all on one level, with soaring stone fireplace in the living room.
Lots of natural light comes through the windows where there is a mountain view
that could be enhanced with trimming. An upstairs loft area is for extra sleeping,
den, or office. A full unfinished downstairs is a blank canvas for whatever you
choose. Move-in ready and ready to go as a rental; offered completely furnished.

MLS# 92548 | Offered for $479,000

HIGHLANDS FALLS CC thisisa fully furnished 3BR/2BA home in pris-

tine condition with premium mountain views. Almost everything in the home was
tastefully renovated in 2016, including all new flooring, a new kitchen with upgrad-
ed GE slate appliances and a 5-burner gas range, a gorgeous new master bath with
heated tile floor, new Lennox HVAC system, new LG washer and dryer, and fresh
paint inside and out. New roof in 2018.

MLS# 92294 | Offered for $469,000

CHESTNUT HILL Easy in and out from this great one level cottage that boasts
new flooring, new appliances and countertops, new light fixtures, and a single
car garage. Freshly painted on the inside. Lovely rocking chair front porch and a
screened porch in the back. Landscape care and exterior maintenance of the home is
provided by the HOA. This is like living in a condo but enjoying a single family
home. HOA fees also include road maintenance, snow removal, water and sewer.

MLS# 92582 | Offered for $325,000

CHESTNUT HILL Great location in Chestnut Hill on a cul de sac. Lovely rock-ing
chair front porch plus a screened porch in the back. Landscape care and exterior
maintenance of the home is provided by the HOA. This is like living in a condo but
enjoying a single-family home on one level with a garage. HOA fees also include
road maintenance, snow removal, water and sewer. The home is in great condition.
There is an activity center in the community.

MLS# 91604 | Offered for $315,000

MeadowsMountainRealty.com | 828.526.1717

At Highlands Falls CC
2334 CASHIERS ROAD

BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY

HomeServices

Meadows Mountain Realty

Downtown Highlands
488 MAIN STREET

Downtown Cashiers
132 HIGHWAY 107 SOUTH
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e HIGHLANDS AREA DINING

RANDEVU

HIGHLANDS

OPEN YEAR ROUND

* OPEN ALL

SMOKEHOUSE | ¢
88Q W KITCHEN K BAR | | _WINTER LONG
SERVING

Real pit BBQ!
I BREAKFAST

] ."."!F.‘?'."..'??PE?....5?.‘!‘.9&?.?.‘5.‘?‘.‘...??!’.‘.

- See our website for over
| = braak'last and Iunch :mms!

WINTER HOURS
Thurs., Fri.,Sat.: 11-10 ¢ Sun., | 1-7

The LOG CABIN

CASUAL DINING

Fresh Seafood, Steaks

& Comfortable ltalian
Dinner Nightly at 5p
Open All Year!

595 Franklin Road, Highlands, NC
828.526.3554
www.highlandssmokehouse.com
Follow Us on Facebook & Instagram
Peace from the Pit ®

WOLFGANG'S

RESTAURANT & WINE RISTRO Just off Main Street in a historic

1924 Joe Webb log cabin

828 526-5777

www.LogCabinHighlands.com
130 LOG CABIN LANE

Enjoy our
3 courses for $30
specials!

Closed January ¢ Re- openlng Feb. 13

..LETTER continued from page 2

that are misleading and in some cases are untrue. It is very
much lacking in the helpful factual information a person
needs to make a decision about opting for the services of-
fered by WideOpen Networks.

WideOpen implies that copper is old and limited.
Their website states they will run a fiber cable to your
building to a junction device that has four of the old/
bad copper connections where you can connect more
old/bad copper cables to your modem and router. But
not to worry, they offer an option. For only about three
thousand five hundred dollars they will install fiber cables
in your house.

They make no mention of what their top speed in
Highlands may be or what the prices will be. My local
cable company has already run fiber cables and offers
speeds up to 1 Gigabyte. They are also upfront about what
the cost is.

One fact WideOpen got right is that fiber transmits
data much faster than copper — 65,000 times faster. Fi-
ber cable were fist put in service by US government in
1975 (nope WideOpen did not invent fiber cable) and was
put in commercial use in 1977 by a Chicago telephone

eSee LETTER page 8

828-526-4035

| WILD TLHYME'GOU RMET |

T A U R A M

Servmg Lunch and Dinner Year-Round.

Gourmet Foods, Full Service Bar
Town Square at 343-D Main St. * Highlands

CLOSED Wednesday
Serving Lunch
llato4p
Serving Dinner
from 5:30p
CLOSED Sunday Night

AR (|
Pwrveyars off Flue Splers, Lerbe, Blrnds Salis. Treas
_——

828-482-1609 * 330 Main gtreet, Highlands

Warm up to Good Times!

Book a private cooking class with Rachel
at the Spice & Tea Exchange shop.
Get a group together and come ready
for fun, good food and laughs!
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The LOG CABIN 1924
Jl—ig.hla.nd.l, NC

130 Log Cabin Lane
828 526-5777

7 7. GETA GREAT GIFT
OPEN YEAR ROUND _ e v & | THIS HOLIDAY
- 4 :.- ST 1 {i g o vl SEASON®
DINNER NIGHTLY = (T ) ®

5:00 PM dilli, = Y b3 RETURN THE FAVOR

CALL FOR SPECIAL e M E STOP BY AND PICK
HOLIDAY SCHEDULES bl UP A

GIFT CARD!

STEAKS, SEAFOOD & COMFORTABLE I'TALLTAN

CASUAL DINING IN A HISTORIC 1924 1.O0G CABIN
MENUS PRINTED DAILY

THREE COURSES $30
SOUP, SALAD, ENTREE & DESSERT
CHECK OUT THE MENU ONLINE

Thank you to the town of Highlands and all of

our loyal guests & friends for making our 5th

year a great one. You are an incredible, kind,

thoughtful group of people and we thank you
for your continued support.

HAPPY NEW YEAR!

130 Log Cabin Lane-828 526-5777
WWW .LogCabinHighlands.COM
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The Firewood Company
828.200.3050 p

. - —=—:hl =

bobhenritze@gmail,com The Highlands Playhouse hosted students of all grade levels to a complementary Christmas film at the playhouse.
“It’s our pleasure to treat the students of Highlands School to a fun outing right before the holidays,” said Managing
Director Lance Matzke. “The students demonstrated kindness and respect while visiting the Playhouse. We look
forward to hosting them again soon! “

Advertising in Highlands .
e Hards tu Resolution Run 2020 on Jan. 1

Newspaper or on line at Di
www.highlandsinfo.com WORKS! g
For information email
highlandseditor@aol.com

Now Showing at
The Highlands
Playhouse

Friday, Jan. 10 - Thursday, Jan. 16

Despite colder temperatures and a brisk wind this year, there was a good turnout on January | for the annual
Resolution Run.At least 35 runners and walkers met at K-H Founders Park to make the trek. — Photo to Bob Sutton.

Mountain Fresh Grocery

is excited to announce our 2020 fundraiser for

% Highlands School

]

) Home of the Highlanders

Showtimes are:

Friday & Saturday at 1,4 & 7pm During the first quarter of 2020, a portion of qualifying purchases
Sunday at 1 & 4pm . . . . .
NO MOVIES ON MONDAY will benefit the junior class prom and their future graduation expenses!

We h 4
st M 0 2 J SR Building community through good food!
B28.526.2695 m - 828.526.2400
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Only

Highlands | Sotheby’s

INTERMATIONAL REALTY

Leading the Way with the Number One
Luxury Real Estate Website in the World!

Sothebysrealty.com averages three million visitors a month

SimilarWeb.com Website Visits Comparison
November 2018 - October 2019

sothebysrealty.com engelvoelkers.com B luxuryrealestate.com
luxuryportfolio.com christiesrealestate.com savills.com

B knightfrank.com B compass.com B clliman.com
berkshirehathawayhs.com leadingre.com

Aug Sept Oct

L

875,000 ] } |
100,000 L Ebs March APr '| y Sotheby’s

Source: gimilarweb com "post July 2019 Algorithm Update RO

List your property with Highlands Sotheby’s International Realty
to be placed on the Number One Luxury Real Estate Website in the World.
Call today for a free broker value opinion: 828.526.4104.

www.sothebysrealty.com
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Champagne Facial Special
through February

Call the Center for Plastic Surgery

828-526-3783
209 Hospital Dr, Ste 202, Highlands
PlasticSurgeryToday.com

Wilbanks Smile Center

COMPLETE DENTAL CARE UNDER ONE ROOF
278 East Doyle St.  Toccoa, GA

706-886-9439 ¢ 800-884-9439

You are only 50 miles away from 40 years experiene in

* Dental Implants e Root Canal Therapy
o SINGLE VISIT CROWNS!
¢ Orthodontics including Invisalign
¢ Wisdom Teeth Extractions
and of course ...

—

- rye . h‘ -...'f
* Fillings and Cleanings ~wiLBANKS SMILE,CENTER
arachiotin

(IV Sedation, too)
www.WilbanksSmileCenter.com

top-notch, high-tech, one-stop dentistry known for its gentle touch.

INVESTING AT 4. 118 FT1.°

Make Highlands a Part of your
New Year’s Resolution

ew Year’s resolutions
run the gamut but most
of them have to do with

a healthier lifestyle in the com-
ing year. Whether it has to do
with eating better, working out,
drinking less, being more orga-
nized, or making more time for
family and friends, your goals can
be achieved here in our moun-
tain town. If you are looking to
achieve your New Year’s Eve res-
olution, schedule a meeting with a
Highlands Realtor® today.

Fresh mountain air is good
for the soul. The Highlands area
is full of activities to enjoy out-
side. From golfing and fly fishing
to hiking and biking, fresh air and
mountain scenery can be enjoyed
while being active. Likewise, most
Highlands homes have outdoor
spaces to enjoy. Screened porches,
decks, and patios may feature fire
pits, outdoor fireplaces, and room
to relax or entertain. Spending
time outside is good for both the
brain and the body.

Vacation time is great family
time. Buying a home in Highlands
ensures a lifetime of memories

I 4 . '

Lynn Kimball
828-421-8193

Berkshire Hathaway
Home Services
Meadows Mountain Realty

ahead. Time away from the hustle
and bustle of daily life offers a
welcome respite. This can be time
for families to unwind and recon-
nect. No matter how you slice it,
more time with family and friends
and less stress is a great New
Yeat’s resolution to achieve!

A Highlands Realtor® will
welcome the opportunity to up-

..LETTER continued from page 4

company. WideOpen implies that
with other cable the ‘standard’
is dropped calls and low qual-
ity “videoconferences”. The only
dropped calls I have experienced
during these past 22 years have
nothing to do with my very reli-
able local cable. They were on my
cell phone. Having no opportuni-
ty or need to “videoconference”,
I can’t say if it is low quality or
not. They also state that with oth-
er cable you are often forced to
‘bundle”. Let’s figure this one out.
I have been forced to “bundle”
zero times in 22 years. Now this
does not seem to be very often.

On the backside of this ex-
ceptional piece of cardboard they
ask for a lot.

The backside secks quite a
bit of the Postal Customer’s per-
sonal and financial information.

Seemingly more than is needed
for WideOpen to accomplish
their stated goal of where to run
cable first in the Highlands area.

If 1 were interested in an-
swering their “survey”, I would
not include what I am paying
now and definitely not my phone
number since phone conversa-
tions on the potential customer’s
end provides no written evidence
of what assertions and promises
their sales persons may make.

If other Highlands Postal
Customers have no internet
or have unreliable service with
terrible/nonexistent  customer
service, they may want to con-
sider WideOpen, but only after
WideOpen or the town of High-
lands reveals what speed each
user really needs and what the ac-
tual total cost will be. WideOpen

date you on market conditions
while helping you get to know
the area. Make Highlands lifestyle
a part of your New Year’s resolu-
tions!

* Lynn Kimball has over 45
years of real estate experience,
with over 35 years serving the
Highlands Cashiers area. She has
gained Emeritus Status with the
National Association of Real-
tors and previously served as a
Director and Vice President for
the Highlands Cashiers Board
of Realtors. Whether you are in-
terested in searching properties
or comprehensive information
about our area, you are invited
to visit her user friendly website
at  www.signatureproperties-nc.
com. Berkshire Hathaway Ho-
meServices BHHS Meadows
Mountain Realty has three loca-
tions: 488 Main Street in High-
lands, 132 Hwy 107S in Cashiers
or visit Lynn at her 2334 Cashiers
Road location in Highlands
across from Highlands Falls
Country Club. Lynn Kimball may
be reached at 828-421-8193 or by
email at Lynn@bhhsmmt.com

just provides a connection to the
internet all other services and
equipment and fees are extra.

WideOpenNetworks —oper-
ates out of office number 2150
on Kraft Drive in Blacksburg Vir-
ginia which is right in the midst
of many Virginia Tech buildings.
I assume that there are many
computer/netwotk savvy people
in Blacksburg, yet according to
the Blacksburg Government
website, WideOpen Networks
serves only two neighborhoods
with Comecast and Verizon serv-
ing the whole city. Seems puz-
zling to me.

As for me, right now, I am
staying with my local cable com-
pany.

Larry Brannan
Highlands
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Only a few of
Highlands Sotheby's International Realty’'s 2019 Significant Sales.
Make YOUR home our next Significant Sale!

1595 Kelsey Cour . -
Cullasaja Giub Highlands COHRE
%3.100,000 . $3,999.GDG i

N -

E'I-’j:' STHEE:E' Woods D:’F& r i - 163 Eastshare Drive
In-town Highlands Lake Toxaway
%3,800,000 $3,995.000

Wishing You and Yours a Healthy and Prosperous New Year!

Thank you for supporting Highlands Sotheby's International Realty in being
the sales leader in Highlands for the sixth year in a row with over
$130 million in sales in 2019, per the Highlands/Cashiers MLS!

Celebrating our 20th Anniversary in 2020:
We appreciate our clients, friends and colleagues!

828.526.4104
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..CLINIC continued from page 1

$25,000 to Rotary to initiate fundraising
for a new mobile clinic with a goal to raise
$75,000. Over the past four months, Keller
and Vecinos Executive Director Mari-
anne Martinez have visited Rotary Clubs
throughout WNC to reach the goal.

“This is the most satisfying $25,000
T've ever spent,” said Keller. “Since I start-
ed this, seeing this happen and come to-
gether, all the active support we’ve received
for this is incredible.”

Martinez said a new mobile clinic
will allows Vecinos to serve patients like
Roger, who had to take an unexpected
trip to Mexico from WNC. While on his
way to his hometown, he was kidnapped,
drugged, beaten, and robbed by a gang
He escaped to his family and made his way
back to his job in WNC.

While Roget’s physical wounds
healed, Martinez said his mental wounds
and PTSD persisted.

“He reached out to Vecinos for con-
fidential help, worried that one of his 5
roommates, or 74 close neighbors might
overhear his story,” said Martinez. “Veci-
nos helped him, but because of our infra-
structure with the current mobile clinic,
we were limited in our approach. A new
mobile clinic will allow us to fully serve pa-
tients like Roger, and so many more, who
need not only physical care, but much more
beyond what we can see with our eyes.”

Migrant farmworkers typically live in

crowded rooms with limited privacy or se-
curity. Martinez said having a private, third
space to seek health care is critical to farm-
workers’” well-being;

Their current mobile clinic is one
room, open to the elements, and not com-
pletely private, which limits the physical ex-
ams and mental health interventions that
can be done.

A new mobile clinic allows them to
serve farmworkers in their homes, after the
workday, breaking down barriers to access-
ing health care as well as cultural barriers to
seeking mental healthcare. The new mobile
clinic will incorporate three separate rooms
for confidential physical and mental health
screenings.

Vecinos means “neighbors” in Spanish,
and that’s the foundation of the program’s
mission, said Martinez. 98% of Vecinos pa-
tients are Spanish-speaking; all identify as
Latino.

“Vecinos believes in reaching out, with
open hands and hearts, and being good
neighbors to the people who plant and pick
our food,” she said. “Farmworkers often
feel like an invisible population; at Vecinos,
we don’t just offer health care, we aim to
show appreciation for the important work
that farmworkers do, offer them the sup-
port and care that all people deserve, and
welcome them to our area as valuable mem-
bers of our community.”

~.SELECT continued from page 1

known for its longstanding commitment
to customer service. We'll work together to
ensure a smooth transition.”

Select Bancorp Inc. the holding com-
pany for Select Bank & Trust, was founded
in 2000 and is headquartered in Dunn,
N.C. While based in North Carolina, Select
Bank & Trust also has locations in South
Carolina and Virginia.

“We’re excited about extending our
presence to these Western North Carolina
communities and look forward to welcom-
ing our new customers and employees to
our bank in the days ahead,” said William
L. “Bill” Hedgepeth II, president and chief
executive officer of Select Bank.

Macon Bank CEO touted the sell and
shared his support of the new bank and

its mission.

“Select Bank shares the same values
and philosophies of our two companies.
We believe Select Bank will be a great fit
for these customers and communities,” said
Roger Plemens, president and chief execu-
tive officer of Entegra Bank.

As part of the agreement, Select Bank
will assume approximately $180 million in
deposits and will purchase approximately
$110 million in loans.

Plemens noted that employees current-
ly serving the three branches will retain their
jobs and customers will be given the oppor-
tunity to remain at the branches and transfer
their accounts to Select Trust or move to a
different branch location of Entegra Bank,
which will soon become First Citizens.

COME SHOP
Mountain Findings Thrift Store

Friday & Saturday ° Jan. 17 & 18
432 Spruce Street, Highlands ¢ 526-9929

VWORD MA

ERe

Welcome to 2020:
All Politics, All the Time

is year, along with the
presidency, a third of the
U.S. Senate and all seats in

the US. House ate, at least tech-
nically, up for grabs. According
to the non-partisan Cook Politi-
cal Report (www.cookpolitical.
com), as of this writing, North
Carolina’s Thom Tillis, is “likely”
to be returned to the Senate. Of
the 93 House races Cook sees as
competitive, the three in North
Carolina (Districts 2, 9, and 13) are either
“likely” or “leaning” Republican. Cook sees
Gov. Cooper (D) as “likely” to be reelect-
ed. Solid, likely, leaning and toss-up are the
words Cook uses to describe each race.

Of course, the presidency is, as always,
in play. Unless he’s removed from office or
abducted by aliens, Donald Trump (R) will
run for a second term, and as of right now
there’s no bona fide front-runner among
the dozen or so candidates still in play for
Democrats.

Of the 538 electoral votes available,
the Cook Political report maintains approxi-
mately 85 are “toss ups,” meaning they could
go either way. These electoral votes are in
Arizona (11), Florida (29), Pennsylvania (20),
Wisconsin (10), and North Carolina (15).
Another 10 states with 80 electoral votes are
“leaning” either D or R and could be fall into
play for a variety of reasons.

For purposes of this column, this all
means we North Carolinians have every
reason to (a) register and (b) vote! There’s
more you can do, of course. You can help
register voters. You can contribute to a cam-
paign. You can work a phone bank, knock
on doors, deliver yard signs, etc. Registering
and voting is, literally, the least you can and
should do.

Regardless of which way you “lean” or
are “likely” to vote, here are a few non-par-
tisan suggestions before casting your ballot.

First, never believe what you hear from
a candidate for any position when he or she
says something definitive, such as, “Vote for
me and we’ll have Medicare for All”” He or
she may support, and may even propose
Medicare for All, but he or she can’t promise
it, unless he or she controls both houses of
Congress and holds a veto-proof majority in
the Senate.

Second, even though you may have reg-
istered with a party preference (D or R), you

"Bud Katz

don’t have to vote that way in
the general election. One rea-
son I've registered No Party
Affiliation is that a party doesn’t
guarantee the best, or even a
good candidate. It only guar-
antees a candidate that party’s
leadership believes might be
able to win. And as we know,
there’s a lot more to elected of-
fice than just winning,

Third, elections often
come down to making the best bad choice.
Pay attention to not only what a candidate
says about his/het opponent, but what he/
she says about him/herself. It’s always better
to vote FOR, instead of voting AGAINST
someone or something,

Elections matter. It’s a small invest-
ment of your time to brush up on issues,
learn which candidate speaks cleatly to your
concerns. And, while on the subject of your
concerns, try to consider more than just
your own interests. A candidate may indi-
cate a preference for something you per-
sonally support (border walls, free health
care, etc.), but may also be in the pocket of
interests you don’t care for (NRA, Planned
Parenthood, etc.). Be thoughtful about who
you’re giving yout vote and/or suppott to.

Fourth, just because a candidate is
already in office doesn’t mean he/she de-
serves to remain in office. Incumbents,
especially on the national and state levels,
have a built-in advantage when it comes to
reelection. Don’t vote to keep them there
just because they’re already there.

Finally, the elected officials who are
most important in your life are actually
those who are closest to you; town, city, and
county boards, commissions, and councils.
The state and national elections may be
noisier and more interesting, but so much
of what they do or don’t do doesn’t neces-
sarily impact our lives.

I don’t ever tell anyone who I voted for
or who they should vote for. At the end of
the day, the most important thing anyone
can do is pay attention, do a little research
on what matters to you, and vote the way
and for whom YOU want, not what anyone
else tells you to do. And please, don’t vote
based on party. Party means nothing,

It’s YOUR vote. It’s sacred and it’s pri-
vate. Use it wisely.



..DISTRICT 11 continued from page 1

of the 2020 election.

While a total of 19 candidates filed for
the District 11 House of Representative
seat after Rep. Mark Meadows announced
he would not be seeking re-election, only
10 of the 19 live within the District 11
boundaries Meadows ran in, however, the
Congressional Maps were redrawn late last
yeat.

The new Congressional Maps were
drawn in attempt to address gerryman-
dering issues across North Carolina. As
a result, District 11 gained the entirety
of Asheville, which had previously been
carved out.

The new District 11 includes Bun-
combe, Haywood, Yancey, Transylvania,
Jackson, Swain, Macon, Cherokee, Clay,
Graham, Henderson, Butrke, Madison,
Mitchel, McDowell, Polk, Avery, and por-
tions of Rutherford counties.

Congress requires representatives to
live within North Carolina but places no
requirement on whether representatives
have to actually live within the district they
represent. This makes it perfectly legal for
six candidates currently vying for the Dis-

trict 11 seat who live outside of the district
lines to run for the seat

Based on records with the North Caro-
lina Board of FElections, of those six, one
candidate, Gina Collias lives outside District
11. Collias lists a Kings Mountain address,
which would place her in the newly redrawn
5th district. Prior to the new Maps, neither
Collias nor Mortis Davis would have been
within District 11.

Four Republicans register outside of
District 11 — Wayne King (Kings Mountain)
and Joseph Osborne (Hickory).

Dillon Gentry filed for office listing a
Banner Elk address. The zip code on the
State Board of Elections website registers
as District 3, however, it appears the zip
code listed is inaccurate. Banner Elk, which
is near the Tennessee border, is in Congres-
sional District 5. Albert Wiley filed for of-
fice and lists Salter Path, NC as his address,
which is District 3 and is located on an is-
land off the coast of North Carolina.

Republican candidates who do reside
in District 11 included, Lynda Bennett, Mat-
thew Burril, Madison Cawthron, Jim Da-
vis, Daniel Driscoll, Steven Fekete, Chuck

MMER HOUS
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Arched and Vance Patterson.

Green Party Candidate Tamara Zwinak
lists a Macon County address with the state
placing her within District 11.

Tracey Debruahl filed for office as a
Libertarian candidate and according to her
Asheville address, will be in District 11 ac-
cording to the new maps.

Currently, Democrat candidates in-
clude, Gina Collias, Morris Davis, Michael
O’Shea, Phillip Price, and Steve Woodsmall.

Republicans are Chuck Arched, Lynda
Bennett, Matthew Burril, Madison Caw-
thorn, Jim Davis, Daniel Driscoll, Steven
Fekete, Dillon Gentry, Wayne King, Joseph
Osborne, and Vance Patterson.

Representing the Green Party is Ta-
mara Zwinak.

Representing the Libertarian Party is
Tracey Debruhl.

Of the 19 candidates running for of-
fice, five will appear on the ballot in March
for the Democratic Primary.

The primary is March 3, 2020.

The deadline to register and/or for pat-
ty changes for the primary is Feb. 7, 2020.
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“™Market

Matural Prosclucts Store
Carrying a wide variety of
natural products for your

Mind, Body & Home.
Open Mon.-Sat. 9a to 5:30p

HEGTMI( 3
Juice Bar

Organic Fresh Juices & Smoothies
and Salads “On the Go!”
Open Mon.-Sat. 9a to 5p

526-5999
Located at 680 N. 4th. St., Highlands

Advertising in Highlands
Newspaper or on line at
www.highlandsinfo.com
WORKS!
For information email
highlandseditor@aol.com
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GET YOUR PATIO & DECK ORDERS IN NOW FOR SPRING DELIVERY!

White Glove Delivery Throughout The Southeast & Beyond
2089 Dillard Road, Highlands | 2 miles from Main Street | 828-526-5577

MONDAY — SATURDAY
9AM - SPM

| www.summerhousehighlands.com
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IGHL ANDS AREA EVENTS.

Ongoing

* Movies at the Playhouse Fri &
Sat |, 4, 7; Sun. | & 4; Tues-Thurs |,
4,7.

* lce Skating at K-H Founders
Park — Thurs,. 1-8p; Fri. & Sat |-10p;
Sun. |-5p..

* The Bascom is open Friday -
Monday 10am-5pm (Sundays [2pm -
5pm). Visitors are welcome to enjoy
the newly updated Story Walk Trail
throughout the week.

* At the Highlands Recreation

Experience
the ‘Wolf
Moon’ at the
Highlands
Botanical
Garden
Jan. 10

10th from 6-8 p.m.!

the Valentine House (888 Horse Cove Rd).

weathet, the event will be canceled.

(828) 526-2623.

Explore the winter forest under the light of a full Wolf Moon on Friday, January

The first full moon of the year is named after howling wolves, and we are opening
the Botanical Garden to allow the public to explore the grounds under its light.

Bundle up and bring your flashlight to wander through the garden on this one night
only. After your stroll, join us for hot drinks and warm up by our fire in the Meadow by

All are welcome to participate in this free event. In the event of rain or severe

The Highlands Botanical Garden is part of the Highlands Biological Station, a
multi-campus center of Western Carolina University. For more information, please call

Dept. pool. Public Swim Monday-
Thursday |1a-7p Friday and Saturday
| la-6p and Sunday |-6p.

* Fibber Magee’s Clothing Thrift
Store on Laurel Street is open Tues.-
Friday 10a to 4p and on Saturday
from 10a to 2p.

First Mondays

* Shortoff Baptist Church non-
denominational Men’s Mtg at 7p.

Mondays

* At the Rec Park, Dance2Fit
classes with Tori Schmitt at 5:30pm.

Mon.-Wed.

* Hip Hop classes with Tori
Schmitt 5:30-6:30.

Mon. & Thurs.

* The Joy Program at HUMC
[1:30a to 1:30p. Includes a free lunch

and a variety of programs and games.

All seniors are welcome. For more
info, call Kristy Lewis at 526-3376.
Mon. & Fri.
* Gentle Yoga at the Rec park at
9:15-10:15 a.m..All levels welcome.

Mon.,Wed., Fri.
* Heart Healthy Exercise Class
Monday, Wednesday and Friday

8:30am-9:30am.

ILr.?
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The African Children’s Choir will perform Friday at the Community Bible Church at 6:30 p.m. highlighting their new program
“Just As I Am.” The children melts the hearts of audiences with their charming smiles, beautiful voices and lively African songs
and dances. The program features well-loved children’s songs, traditional Spirituals and Gospel favorites. Concerts are free and

open to all. A free-will offering is taken at the performance to support African Children’s Choir programs, such as education,
care and relief and development programs. No tickets. Donations appreciated.

* Step Aerobics with Tina Rogers
8-%a.

Mon.,Wed., Thurs.

* Pickle Ball at the Recreation
Department Gym 10:30am -1pm

Tuesdays

* FREE Community Table Dinner
at the Community Bldg. at 6p.

* The Highlands Writers Group
meets Tuesday, at 3pm in the down-
stairs boardroom at The Bascom.
Writers at all levels of proficiency are
welcome. For additional information,
contact Bud Katz, 828-526-3190 or
budandlynn@me.com.

* The Humanist Discussion
Group meets from 10:30-11:30 am in
the Meeting Room at the back of the
Hudson Library.

Third Tuesday

* The Macon County Poultry club
meets to discuss topics related to
raising backyard chickens. For more
information please call 828-349-2046
or 828-369-3916.

* Highlands Area Indivisible
Group meets at 5 pm in the Meet-
ing Room at the back of the Hudson
Library.

Tuesday and Thursdays

¢ At the Rec Park, Dance2Fit with
Tori Schmitt at 7:30am.

* Exercise Class with Michelle
Lane at 5:30.A combination class with
many different styles of exercise at
Rec Park.

Wednesdays

* At Community Bible Church,
5-5:30p - Dinner — Free (Donations
Appreciated) 5:45-7p - G.R.O.W. Get
Real on Wednesdays — Classes of-
fered on money management, addic-
tion, discovering your spiritual gifts
and personality type, studying the
bible, evangelism, parenting, marriage,
grief, and more.All are welcome! Visit
www.cbchighlands.com.

* Power Flow Yoga with Nalicia
Allio a certified Yoga Instructor |2-



Ipm and 6:30-7:30pm.

First Wednesdays

* Family Movies at the Hudson
Library at 3:30pm. Call 828-526-
3031 for titles.

3rd Wednesdays

* Recently released movies at
Hudson Library at 2pm. Call 828-
526-3031 for titles.

Wed. & Fri.

* Highlands/Cashiers Alcohol-
ics Anonymous “Open Meetings”
are for anyone who thinks they may
have a drinking problem or for any-
one interested in the A.A. recovery
program. Open meetings are held in
Highlands @ the Ist Presbyterian
Church, 471 Main St., at noon. And
held six times a week in Cashiers at
the Church of the Good Shepherd,
Rte 107, Cashiers. For meeting times
in Cashiers go to website www.
aawnc80.org or call (828) 349-4357.

* Duplicate Bridge 12-4pm at
Rec Park.

Thursdays

* Storytime at Hudson Library,
10:40 am. Open to the public

* NAMI Support Group for in-
dividuals dealing with mental illness
and the family members of individu-
als dealing with these challenges from
7 —8:15pm at First United Methodist
Church Out Reach Center on West
Main Street in Franklin Call Donita
(828) 526-9510.

* Hip Hop classes with Tori
Schmitt at 6:30-7:30 at the Rec Park.

2nd Thursdays

» Sapphire Valley Needlepoint
Guild meets at the Highlands Rec
Park at 10 a.m.

3rd Thursdays

* Kidney Smart Classes in Frank-
lin: from 4:30-6pm, Angel Medical
Center, Video Conference Room,
3rd Floor, 120 Riverview St. Contact
Majestic 828-369-9474.

* Highlands Town Board meeting
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IGHL ANDS AREA EVENTS.

at 7p in the Community Building on
US 64 east and Poplar Street.

4th Thursday

* At the Hudson Library, Kids
Zone LEGO Club. Intended primarily
for kids in grades |-5, LEGO Club al-
lows creativity and STEM skills to de-
velop together as kids enjoy making
LEGO creations.

Fri.,,Jan 10

* Explore the winter forest under
the light of a full Wolf Moon on Fri-
day, from 6-8 p.m.The first full moon
of the year is named after howling
wolves, and we are opening the Bo-
tanical Garden to allow the public to
explore the grounds under its light.
Bundle up and bring your flashlight
to wander through the garden on
this one night only. After your stroll,
join us for hot drinks and warm up
by our fire in the Meadow by the
Valentine House (888 Horse Cove
Rd). All are welcome to participate
in this free event. In the event of rain
or severe weather, the event will be
canceled. The Highlands Botanical
Garden is part of the Highlands Bio-
logical Station, a multi-campus cen-
ter of Western Carolina University.
For more info call (828) 526-2623.

* Please consider donating blood
and helping those in need at the pla-
teau’s first blood drive in 2020! Every
donor receives a wellness check that
includes blood pressure, pulse, tem-
perature, iron count, and cholesterol
screening.This event is hosted by the
American Red Cross and Summit
High School, which conducts a ser-
vice project every month.The blood
drive is open to the community and
will take place between 9:30 AM -
[:30 PM in the Summit Center gym.
If you would like to sign up to give
blood, please visit RedCrossBlood.
org and enter “Summit” to schedule
an appointment.We hope to see you

e See EVENTS page 15

Live via Satellite, the MET Opera’s
production of Wozzeck is Sat. Jan. 11

The Highlands Performing Arts Center will screen, Live via Satellite, the MET
Opera’s production of Wozzeck by Berg on Saturday, January 11 at 12:55pm.

Berg’s 20th-century shocker stars baritone Peter Mattei in the title role, with Mu-
sic Director Yannick Nézet-Séguin on the podium and soprano Elza van den Heever
as the long-suffering Marie. Groundbreaking visual artist and director William Ken-
tridge unveils a bold new staging set in an apocalyptic wasteland.

Based on an unfinished play by Georg Biichner, this tale of marital betrayal, social
rejection, and cruel militarism in a bleak German village foretells of devastation on
both local and global scales.

There will be a pre-opera discussion beginning at 12:30pm. Run time is 2 hours.

Tickets are available online: www.highlandspac.org or www.highlandsperformin-
garts.com or at the door. Highlands Performing Arts Center, 507 Chestnut Street,
Highlands NC
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o people still read
books? It depends on
whom you ask. A Wall

Street Journal Article posed the
question differently: “Does the
Book Have a Future?” I discov-
ered that we’ve been bemoaning
the death of reading for at least a
century. The author of the article
regularly reviews books for the
WSJ and begins by referencing
an essay from 1902, “The Lost
Art of Reading,” in which, you
guessed it, the essayist expresses
concern that people don’t read as
they once did.

In surfing the internet, an
activity often blamed for the
supposed death of reading, I dis-
covered that 74% of adults have
read at least one book in the last
twelve months. Book is defined
as “book in any form.”

Those who worry about our

330 Dillard
Road

Above
Highlands
Decorating
Center

828-526-4192
Taylor Barnes Spa

o Therapeutic Massage
o Age Defying Facials
o Euphoric Feet &
Reflexology
o Tuscan Wine Body
Polish
o Personal Training

Taylor Barnes Salon
« Color, Cuts,
» Make-up
* Up-Dos
« Hair Extensions
o Manicures
« Pedicures

To read or not to read

reading habits seem
more concerned that
the internet has less-
ened our “capacity
to focus on lengthy
works of literature.”
As a former English |
teacher, I’'m happy if [§
folks read books, pe-
riod. 1 read literary
fiction, to be sure, but
I'm addicted to mys-
teries and have spent
many more of my
available reading hours on books
by John Sandford, Robert B. Park-
er, Michael Connelly and the like
than those by Iain Pears, Elizabeth
Kostova, and Ian McEwan.

Can you recall the days when
we wortried that children watched
too much TV instead of going
out to play? Or perhaps instead of
reading, Today, we worry we spend

‘ D”” VI

Tine to think about youwr

Valentine!

zr_z et

-&a u.an} f

@ vucruuser

The Dry Sk Main Street Highlands, NC

Kathy Manos Penn

too much time in front
of our phones, tablets,

| computers or TVs.

| What will the worry be
in the futurer

What I dont

know is how many
folks ate avid readers,
as I describe myself. 1
read at least two books
a week as opposed to
one a year. I also read
excerpts from the WSJ
every day and daily
news alerts that somehow show
up on my tablet. Don’t ask me
how.

How did I become an avid
reader? How did I become a per-
son who wants to shoot herself
if she’ sitting in a doctor’s office
without a book? Blame it on my
parents. My mother read to me
when I was a child. She took me

to the library even though we
lived in NYC and had to ride the
bus to get there. Santa brought
me books. If my father didn’t
have a book to read, he’d pull a
volume of the encyclopedia from
our bookcase. They taught me
well, and yet they worried about
my being a bookworm.

What are you missing if you
don’t read books? Is it detrimen-
tal to spend more time reading
newspapers and magazines than
reading books? Either habit can
build vocabulary. Either habit
can expose you to new ideas or
expand your horizons. Is read-
ing “The Hobbit” better for you
than reading a newspaper? One
is fantasy, and some would argue
the other sometimes borders on
it. One may distract you from the
grind of daily life, and the other
may depress you no end.

Given the option to read
or not to read, what would you
choose? If the answer is to read,
what would you read? Books,
newspapers, magazines? Fic-
tion or nonfiction? I will al-
ways choose to read and to read
books. “So many books, so little
time.” That’s me.

* Kathy is a Georgia resi-
dent. Find her books “The Ink
Penn: Celebrating the Magic in
the Everyday” and “Lord Ban-
jo the Royal Pooch” at Books
Unlimited in Franklin and on
Amazon. “Lord Banjo the Royal
Pooch” is also available at High-
lands Mountain Paws. Contact
her at inkpennl19@gmail.com,
and follow her on Facebook,
www.facebook.com/KathyM-
anosPennAuthor/.

e FINANCIAL MATTERS ®

The health insurance issue during retirement

ne of the challenges
people face when they
crossover from work-

ing to not working is obtaining
affordable health insurance. Un-
fortunately, people who retire or
become self-employed prior to
age 65 may be in for a rude awak-
ening.

Because of my profession,
I spend an inordinate amount of
time following the markets and
politics. While I am a political
junkie (those closest to me would
attest), I’'m most interested in
legislation that would directly or
indirectly effect mine and my cli-
ent’s financial situations. Part of
my job is to keep them abreast
of any changes that would cause
us to rethink the strategies we’ve
implemented.

I’'ve been particulatly inter-
ested in health care legislation for
two reasons; 1) as a now 57-year-
old self-employed individual with
pre-existing conditions, the cost
of health insurance is one of my

Michael P Henderson,
CFP® CKA®
Founder/Wealth Advisor
Crossover Point Advisors

largest monthly expenses (and
that doesn’t include out of pock-
et). And 2), because many of my
clients retired in their mid to late
50’s, I need to provide them guid-
ance. Unfortunately, other than
employer-based health insurance,
T’ve found few alternatives.

This issue seems to be ev-
erywhere. Every Democrat can-

didate is promising a fix, some
are measured and more realistic,
others are not. All will require
more government involvement
and even higher deficits. At
the same time, I am reminded
the GOP crashed and burned
on the promise “repeal and re-
place” They controlled both
chambers of Congtess and the
Whitehouse and still couldn’t get
it done. Meanwhile, medical ex-
penses are the leading cause of
bankruptcy in the U.S.

What really bothers me is
that after 18 years of searching
for solutions, I still don’t know
how as a nation we fix it (or at
least fix it without destroying
quality health care). Emergency
rooms ate not doctot’s offices
and when people don’t seck care
because of the cost, it eventu-
ally costs more. Most people
don’t think a VA Hospital type
of system is the solution, and
our government’s ability to be
o See FINANCIAL MATTERS page 17
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there!

* Summit Charter School is
now enrolling K-11 for the 2020-21
school year! Come walk the beauti-
ful public school campus, tour the
classrooms, meet the faculty and
learn more about becoming a Sum-
mit Bear. Summit is a tuition-free
public charter school in Cashiers
that engages students in learning
experiences that stimulate discov-
ery, inspire excellence, and nurture
a positive influence in an ever-
changing world. Tours will include
the school’s brand new high school
building as well as the Summit Cen-
ter, which features a gym and new
classrooms for music and art educa-
tion. Learn more about the school’s
individualized education and place-
based programs on Friday, January
10th at 8:30 a.m. For more infor-
mation or to RSVP please call 828-
743-5755 or email mhudson@sum-
mitschool.org.

Sat., Jan. |1

* The Nantahala Hiking Club
will take four short moderate-to-
strenuous hikes to several waterfalls
off Hwy. 281, including White Owl
Falls, Dew Falls, Johns Jump Falls and
Whitewater Falls. Be prepared for
rhododendron roots to walk over
and hang onto. Bring or wear wa-
ter shoes as the best view of White
Owl Falls is across the creek. Total
hiking distance is 1.5 miles with sev-
eral short steep in and outs. There

is a parking fee at Whitewater Falls.

Meet at Cashiers Recreation Park
atl0 am, drive 26 miles. Call lead-
ers Mike and Susan Kettles, 828-
743-1079, for reservations. Visitors
welcome.

Sat.,Jan. 18

*The Nantahala Hiking Club will
take a rambling moderate 4-mile
hike around Wallace Branch, up
the Bartram Trail, across a stream
to a lovely trail through the pines

and coming back on a Forest Service
road, elevation change 500 ft. Meet
at 9:30 at Westgate Plaza in Franklin,
drive 6 miles round trip. Call leader
Irene Brewi, 772-263-3478, for res-
ervations. Visitors welcome.

Fri., Jan. 24

* The African Children’s Choir
returns to CBC at 6:30 p.m. For the
program,“Just as | am.” Free but do-
nations accepted.

Sat., Jan. 25

» Fireside chat and book sign-
ing with Bitter Southerners and
Chefs at Art's at the Lodge, noon
to 2 p.m. Open to the public.

e Chefts in the House at Half-
Mile Farm. Chef Joe Kindred of
Kindred and Steven Satterfild
of Miller Union. Reserve Dinner
Seats by calling 828-787-2635 or
828-787-2816.

e The Nantahala Hiking Club
will take a moderate-to-strenu-
ous 4-mile hike up Rabun Bald,
elevation change 900 ft., on the
Georgia Bartram Trail, hiking from
Beegum Gap to the summit (sec-
ond highest point in Georgia) and
to a platform with 360 views of
the surrounding area. Meet at
Smoky Mtn. Visitor Center at 10
a.m. Drive 40 miles round trip.
Call leader Gail Lehman, 524-
5298, for reservations. Visitors
welcome.

Sat.,, Feb. 1

e The Nantahala Hiking Club
will take a moderate 4-mile hike
to Siler Bald on the Appalachian
Trail, elevation change 700 ft,,
for 360-degree views of Wayah
Bald, Winesprings and a glimpse
of Nantahala Lake. Meet at West-
gate Plaza at 10 am, drive 24
miles round trip. Call leader Rob-
ert Barnable, 369-1565, for reser-
vations. Visitors welcome.

Sat., Feb.8

e The Nantahala Hiking Club
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will take a moderate-to-strenuous
7-mile hike, elevation change 900
ft., from Long Branch to Rock Gap
in the Standing Indian Recreation-
al Area, starting at the backcoun-
try parking lot, up Long Branch to
the Appalachian Trail at Glassmine

returning by a Forest Service
Road. Meet at Westgate Plaza in
Franklin at 11 am, Drive 32 miles
round trip. Call leader Katharine
Brown, 421-4178, for reserva-
tions. Visitors and dogs on leash
are welcome.

Gap, then north to Rock Gap, and

liffs CC
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Andrea is one of the top 25
Real Estate Brokers in 2018.

Highlands Sotheby's International Realty is
= the top selling firm in Highlands
- ¥ R since 2013 as per HCMLS Navica.

5 bedroom, 5 bath home with a view and end-of-the-road privacy. Completely
furnished. Offered for $1,150,000 Contact Andrea Gabbard 828-200-6742.

.. Andrea Gabbard ,
EEET © 828:200.6742 0828526.8300 ﬁgg}ﬁh&f

andrea.gabbard@sothbysrealty.com

Highlands

Harris Regional Hospital

WELCOMES
Anne Fulbright, PA:C

SPECIALIZING IN:
Cardiovascular Disease

n fortuna k rt of Harris Regional Hospita
i e, latest technologies, safety
and ty, a1 well as focus on good patient
relationshipa
| recognize that for heart disease, local access 1o care

REGIOMAL HOSPITAL
A Duke LifePoint Hospital

ir office visits can matter a lot for

ffer that at

HARRIS CARDIOLOGY
68 Hospital Road, Sylva

Making Communities Healthier « MyHarrisRegional.com
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Why I love Willie Nelson and Loving the Willies Among Us

By Milton Ready

irst, Willie’s ugly. While this might
Fseem offensive, even socially incor-

rect to many, I’'m not sure Willie
knows or that it matters to him. In Wil-
lie’s case, what you see is what you get, no
funeral patlor tans, no combed over hair,
no Botox, no stylist, and assuredly not
a dresser. In a Kardashian reality world
dominated by Foxy news anchors and
scruffy Brad Pitt look-alikes, Willie comes
across as a timeless back cover for Easy
Riders or Billy Bob Thornton’s better-
looking relative.

Willie’s also ageless. In fact, he’s like
Brad Pitt’s body double in The Curious
Life of Benjamin Button only he was born
old and stayed that way. Willie once hitch-
hiked cross-country to Portland, Oregon,
but, unlike Brad Pitt in Thelma and Lou-
ise, no one picked him up. A kind-hearted
trucker finally bought him a meal and a
ticket to Portland. Along the way, Willie
began a lifetime habit of sleeping at rest
stops and in ditches, surely part of the
inspiration for his song and life, On the
Road Again.

Like many of us, Willie’s worked
every job imaginable and some worse to
make ends meet. He once trimmed both
trees in west Texas, got beat up at a local
roadhouse where he worked as a bouncer
and also picked a tune or two, sang, and
danced with too many floozy ladies for
quarters, sold auto parts he cannibalized
from junkyards, made saddles with uneven
stirrups, worked in Texas but not Louisi-
ana oilfields, hawked vacuum cleaners he
couldn’t work and Bibles he did read, sold
some of his best hits like Hello Walls and
Crazy for a song, about $25 in his day, and
became one of the most successful out-
laws of all time although he little cared.

Willie possesses one of the best ev-
eryday, homespun voices imaginable, one
that allows him to sing duets with every-
one from Dolly Parton to Ray Chatles. He
made all sound better except me when I
tried as a voiceover. He once belted out
a duet with Rosalynn Carter in the White
House and, afterward, studied Bible verses
with her husband, President Jimmy Carter.
A playful yet probably invented story had
Willie offering the President a joint if he
would explain what Revelations meant.

Years ago I briefly met Willie Nel-
son in Pasadena, Texas, introduced by

my cousin, Smokey Stover, a disk jockey
and country and western singer who led
an equally immoderate life. Cousin Smokey
called Willie an “Injun,” curious to me since
Willie had red hair, a few freckles, and knew
only two words of “Injun,” Kemo Sabe. In
the end, Cousin Smokey never left Pasa-
dena for greater fame while Willie made it
all the way to the Austin city limits with his
Indian headband. He still wears it.

Today Willie spends his time on his
hardscrabble Texas ranch or else at his self-
sustaining community in Hawaii with fellow
Texans and neighbors Kiris Kristofferson,
Woody Harrelson, and Owen Wilson. They
have great block parties. Willie still plucks
his guitar, Trigger, rides his favorite horse
called Giddy up, and drives his old VW
convertible, Buggy, the one you see in com-
mercials, on

his own biodiesel fuel. Like his brand
of “Willie’s Reserve,” it has a secret power

ingredient.

Like many of us, Willie’s had
trouble with tax collectors, the IRS, rela-
tionships, children, and figuring out life
and women, all the stuff of country and
western tunes.

If he has an ego, he likely left it in a
ditch somewhere on the road, probably
around Austin. If critics pan his acting
ability, he simply appears in more favor-
ite if forgettable movies like Honeysuckle
Rose or The Red Headed Stranger or in
sitcoms like The Dukes of Hazzard. Wil-
lie’s also been in a lot of late-night shows,
always eatly for him, particularly with Ste-
phen Colbert and David Letterman. When
he retired, I think Letterman tried to adopt
Willie’s gritty, bearded, homeless look.
Willie wears it better.

Why all this about Willie Nelson?
You will find Willie’s wherever you live,
some equally ageless, adventurous and

charitable, even teaching Sunday-school
and sometimes as better-looking coun-
terparts only their lives might be less in
Technicolor and more in sepia tones. We
should love and treasure all the eccentric
old Willies among us.

 Milton Ready, Professor Emeritus of
History at UNC Asheville, lives and writes
amidst the beauty of western North Carolina.
Author of regional bistories, fiction, and essays,
Milton attended both Rice and the University of
Houston before earning a PhD from the Uni-
versity of Georgia. His work is informed by a
childhood spent in rural, rongh knuckle Texas,
a stint in the Army, and a love for the history of
humble places.



Western Carolina University and
Haywood Community College made a
significant step toward a more seamless
transition for students seeking additional
higher education opportunities through
the establishment of a direct-entry admis-
sion program.

WCU Chancellor Kelli R. Brown and
HCC president Barbara Parker signed a
memorandum of understanding estab-
lishing the Catamount Navigator Program
during a ceremony Thursday, Dec. 19, in
the board room of H.F. Robinson Admin-
istration Building on the WCU campus.

The agreement builds upon the exist-
ing North Carolina Comprehensive Artic-
ulation Agreement governing the transfer
of credits between the North Carolina
Community College System and the Uni-
versity of North Carolina System. In addi-
tion, the NC Promise tuition plan, which

reduces the cost of in-state tuition to $500
per semester at WCU and two other UNC
System institutions, has resulted in a signif-
icant increase in the number of students
transferring to WCU from community col-
leges and other four-year schools.

“We want to encourage and help
students who graduate from our commu-
nity college partners and are looking to
further their education as Catamounts,”
said Brown. “This memorandum of un-
derstanding with Haywood Community
College is another step toward a more
seamless process for that to happen, and
it further strengthens our regional connec-
tions.”

The signing follows similar WCU
agreements with  Asheville-Buncombe
Technical Community College, Southwest-
ern Community College and Blue Ridge
Community College made earlier this year.

..FINANCIAL MATTERS continued from page 14

good stewards our tax dollars is dubious
at best. At the same time, we also know
there is no such thing as “free” healthcare
and doctors and hospitals are often forced
to overcharge insurance companies (i.e.
us) to make up for a lack of Medicare re-
imbursements. But most people I know
don’t hate their Medicare either.

As an advisor since 1999, I've been
both employed and self-employed, so I've
lived this. During the years I've been self-
employed, obtaining reasonably priced
health insurance has been a massive
struggle. While I'm fortunate to be able
to afford the cost, the fact that my premi-
ums and deductibles are larger than most
middle-class mortgages, is a tough pill to
swallow (pun intended).

Unless you qualify for a subsidy, the
Affordable Care Act has made private
insurance anything but affordable. In all
fairness though, it has provided people
like me ““access” to private health insur-
ance. But private insurance premiums
have skyrocketed and for many having ac-
cess to something you can’t afford doesn’t
help.

My current COBRA coverage ends
this May and I’'m girding myself for what’s
coming, As an example, the individual
Florida Blue policy I purchased in 2014,
(the first year I was able with pre-existing
conditions under the ACA), the premium
was $1666/month for me and my wife.
This was an “all co-pay” plan meaning af-

ter paying a co-pay everything was covered
100%. It seemed expensive at the time but
looking back it was a great policy and if
nothing else, it made the expense of health
care predictable. That same policy in 2020
is $4300/month.

Another example is my son and his
wife. He has returned to school and she is
a second-grade teacher. Health insurance
for her is paid for by the county, but if she
added him and their 9-month-old, her pre-
mium would increase to 50% of her take
home pay.

Older entrepreneurs are (and prob-
ably should be) reluctant to start a busi-
ness because what if they get sick? How
much could be added to our GDP and tax
revenue if a person could start a business
without worrying about being ruined by
medical bills, and as a business owner, ev-
ery dollar I spend on my health insurance
is a dollar I could use to pay an employee.
It also makes hiring difficult because the
benefit packages small businesses can of-
fer can’t compete because of the cost.

If your employer is willing and able
to pay a portion of your premiums, you’re
probably ok, but the lack of economic se-
curity and mobility for the working poor
and self-employed has a chilling effect on
our overall economy.

I'm a free market guy and I believe in
honest capitalism, but in my opinion the
system, as it stands right now, is unsustain-
able. One solution I'm starting to like is
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Haywood Community College joins WCU for university direct-entry
admission program

“We appreciate everything that West-
ern Carolina University has done and is
doing for our students. This is a milestone
in our longstanding and beneficial partner-
ship,” said Parker, a Haywood County na-
tive who will retire at the end of this year.
HCC’s incoming president, Shelley White,
also attended the ceremony.

Haywood Community College, locat-
ed in nearby Clyde, was founded in 1965
and is known for its professional crafts
and natural resources curriculum. The fish
and wildlife management associate degree,
accredited by the North American Wildlife
Technology Association, is the only one
offered statewide. HCC offers two-year
college transfer degrees with options avail-
able in associate degree in arts, associate
degree in science and associate degree in
engineering,

To participate in the Catamount Nav-

giving people like me the option of buying
into Medicare. Don’t raise my taxes, just let
me simply buy in prior to age 65. Despite
my pre-existing conditions, I’'m probably
healthier than most people on Medicare
and would help “bend the cost curve” so to
speak. I’'m not sure that’s the solution, but
if the government offered that to me right
now, along with a supplement and the right
price, I'd be all over it.

o The opinions expressed in this material are
Jor general information only and are not intended to
provide specific advice or recommendations for any
individual. Investment advice and financial planning
services offered through Crossover Point Advisors, an
SEC Registered Investment Adpisor.

igator Program, qualifying students must
meet several conditions, including:

e Bea currently enrolled student at
HCC in a degree-secking capacity.

e Submit WCU application for
admission and records by the university
deadline.

*  Submit application fee or waiver
and fulfill all commitment action steps.

*  Bein good standing at the com-
munity college and other institutions at-
tended.

*  Demonstrate good citizenship
and conduct.

* Earn and maintain a minimum
cumulative GPA of 2.50 at HCC and a
minimum GPA of 2.20 in the most recent-
ly completed academic term.

* FEarn an associate degree from
HCC in a college transfer program or in
an applied program for which an articula-
tion agreement exists.

*  Enroll at WCU within one aca-
demic year (within the next two regular
terms or fall/spring semesters) of comple-
tion of the associate degree.

Although the program guarantees ad-
mission to WCU for those graduates who
meet the requirements, it does not guaran-
tee admission into a specific degree pro-
gram. Some programs of study at WCU
have their own programmatic admission
criteria, standards, policies, processes and
deadlines.

For mote information about how to
transfer to WCU, visit the website transfet.
wecu.edu. For more information about ap-
plying to HCC, visit www.haywood.edu/
admissions.

;;“_."
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by Berg
Saturday, January 11

12:55pm RT: 2 hours

Pre-0 discussion @ 12:30pm

Tickets available online: www highla

Adults: $26 PAC or MET Members: $22

erformingarts.com or at the door
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The O’Neill family. From left, Finn, 12, Scott, Lottie, 10, Chris-
ty and Sam, 4.

New Pastor of Family
Ministries at First Baptist
Church Highlands

O’Neill family joining them in their labors for reach-
ing out to our community and making a difference in
people’s lives.

Scott’s role at First Baptist Church as Pastor of Fam-
ily Ministries is to develop a strong devotional life and dis-
cipleship for the congregation. His ministry will focus on
strengthening the individual families and singles in their
walk with the Lord. But it will also emphasize the organic
nature of the church as a family, building strong relation-
ships from cradle to end of life and our mutual responsibil-
ity of care and encouragement within the Body as a whole.

Unlike other traditional approaches of segmented min-
istry to generational groups within the church, his work will
promote an organic understanding and intergenerational
spirit of mutual support and ministry to each other as a
family.

Scott O’Neill was born and raised in the Philadelphia,
PA area in 1969. In the first 30 years of his life he will tell
you that he never heard the Gospel. Not until he moved
to central Illinois did he first encounter the Truth of the
Gospel.

He would receive the gift of salvation in February of
2012, trusting the Lord Jesus Christ alone for his salvation
and joyfully gave his life to Him.

Scott worked with Caterpillat, Inc., Peoria, Ill. in Proj-
ect Management, training, & implementation of the CAT
Global Minestar Mining Technology.

Affirmed in his call to preach Christ during this time,
Scott was led to pursue seminary studies at Southern Baptist
Theological Seminary with graduation this Fall with a M.A.
in Theology.

Scott is married to Christy, his wife of 15 years, and
is blessed with three beautiful children. Finn is 12, Lottie
is 10 (adopted from China), and Sam is 4 (adopted from
Arizona).

Christy is a gifted Sunday School teacher and passion-
ate about building relationships founded in Christ. She is
also a public accountant.

The O’Neill’s share a common heart for adoption as
they continue to serve the Lord.

First Baptist Church in Highlands is excited about the

Proverbs 3:5

e P aAcEs 1o WORSHIP ®

John 3:16

BLUEVALLEY BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Oliver Rice, Pastor (706) 782-3965
Sundays: School:10 a.m.,Worship:| |
Sunday night services every 2nd & 4th Sunday at 7
Wednesdays: Mid-week prayer meeting:7 p.m.
BUCK CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH
828-269-3546 * Rev. Jamie Passmore, Pastor
Sundays: School: 10 a.m.;Worship:| |
CASHIERS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Rev.Wes Sharpe, Pastor 828-743-5298
Sundays: School at 9:30 Worship 10:30
Wednesday night Dinner and Service 5:30
CHAPEL OF THE SKY
Sky Valley, GA * 706-746-2999
Sundays: 10 a.m.:Worship
Holy Communion Ist & 3rd Sundays
CHRIST ANGLICAN CHURCH
Rector: Jim Murphy, 252-671-401 |
464 US Hwy 64 east, Cashiers
9:30a Sunday School; 10:30a Worship Service; Mon. 6p Bible
Study & Supper in homes
CHRIST CHURCH OF THEVALLEY, CASHIERS
Pastor Brent Metcalf « 743-5470
Sun.10:45am, S.S 9:30am.VVed. 6pm supper and teaching.
Tues. Guys study 8am, Gals |0am.
CLEAR CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Jim Kinard
Sundays: School:10 a.m.;Worship:1 la.m.

I'st & 3rd Sunday night Service: 7.p.m.
Wednesdays —Supper at 6 p.m.
COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH
www.cbchighlands.com ¢ 526-4685
3645 Cashiers Rd, Highlands, NC
Sr. Pastor Gary Hewins
Sun.: 9:30am: Sunday School | 0:30am: Middle & High School;
10:45am: Child. Program, | 0: 45am:Worship
Wed.: 5pm Dinner ($7 adult, $2 child), 6pm CBC U.
COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH OF SKY VALLEY
706.746.3144+ 696 Sky Valley Way #447,

Pastor Gary Hewins
Worship: Sun. 9 a.m., with Holy Communion the Ist & 3rd
Sun.; Tues: Community Supper 5:30 followed by Bible Study.
EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF THE INCARNATION
Rev.W. Bentley Manning ¢ 526-2968
Monday-Friday: Morning Prayer at 8:15a. Sundays: 8 am
Holy Eucharist Rite I; 9 am Sunday School; 10:30 am Holy
Eucharist Rite Il. Childcare available at 10:30
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH HIGHLANDS
828-526-4153 « www.fbchighlands.org
Dr. Mark Ford, Pastors 220 Main Street, Highlands
Sun.:Worship 10:45 am; Sun.: Bible Study 9:30 am
Wed.: Men’s Bible Study 8:30 am; Choir 5p; Prayer Mtg 6:15p
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Curtis Fussell & Emily Wilmarth, pastors
526-3175 « fpchighlands.org
Sun.:Worship 8:30a Adult Ed.: 9:30a.m.;Worship || a.m.
Mondays: Men’s Prayer Group & Breakfast 8 a.m.
Wed: Choir:6p
GOLDMINE BAPTIST CHURCH
(Off Franklin/Highlands Rd)

Sunday School:10 am,Worship Service:| | am
GRACE COMMUNITY CHURCH OF CASHIERS
Non-Denominational-Contemporary Worship
242 Hwy 107N, 1/4 miles from Crossroads in Cashiers
www.gracecashiers.com ¢ Pastor Steve Doerter: 743-9814
Services: Sundays 10am - Wed. - 7pm; Dinner - Wed. 6pm

HAMBURG BAPTIST CHURCH
Hwy 107N. ¢ Glenville, NC « 743-2729 + Nathan Johnson
Sunday: School 9:45a,Worship | l1a & 7p, Bible Study 6p
Wed. Kidsquest 6p.;VWorship 7p.
HIGHLANDS ASSEMBLY OF GOD
Randy Reed, Pastor828-421-9172 « 165 S.Sixth Street
Sundays:Worship:| |
HIGHLANDS CENTRAL BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Dan Robinson
670 N. 4th Street (next to the Highlands Civic Center)
Sun.: Morning Worship 10:45a., Evening Worship, 6p.
Wednesday: Prayer Service, 6:30 p.
HIGHLANDS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Pastor Randy Lucas 526-3376
Sun: School 9:45a.;Worship 9:09,10:50.;Youth 5:30 p.
Wed: Supper: 5:15; youth, & adults activities: 6; Handbell
rehearsal, 6:15; Choir Rehearsal 7. (nursery provided ); 7pm
Intercessory Prayer Ministry
HOLY FAMILY LUTHERAN CHURCH: ELCA
Chaplain Margaret Howell * 2152 Dillard Road  526-9741
Sun: School and Adult discussion group 9:30 a.m.;
Worship/ Communion: 10:30; Early-Bird Christmas Eve service of]
Lessons and Carols, Sunday, Dec. 22, 10:30 am.
All are welcome.
HEALING SERVICE on the 5th Sunday of the month.
MACEDONIA BAPTIST CHURCH
8 miles south of Highlands on N.C. 28 S in Satolah
Pastor Zane Talley
Sundays: School:10 a.m.;Worship:1 |, Choir:6 p.m.
Wed: Bible Study and Youth Mtg.:7 p.m.
MOUNTAIN SYNAGOGUE
at St. Cyprian’s Episcopal Church, Franklin « 828-524-9463
MOUNTAIN BIBLE CHURCH
743-2583 * Independent Bible Church
Sun:10:30 a.m. at Big Ridge Baptist Church,

4224 Big Ridge Road (4.5 miles from NC 107)
Weds: Bible Study 6:30 p.m.;Youth Group 6 p.m.
OUR LADY OF THE MOUNTAINS
CATHOLIC CHURCH
Rev. Fr. Jason K. Barone — 526-2418
Mass:Thurs. 12:10; Fri. 9am; Sun: | | a.m.
SCALY MOUNTAIN BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Marty Kilby
Sundays: School —10 a.m.;Worship —I | am. & 7
Wednesdays: Prayer Mtg.:7 p.m.

SCALY MOUNTAIN CHURCH OF GOD
290 Buck Knob Road; Pastor Donald G. Bates « 526-3212
Sun.: School:10 a.m.;Worship:10:45 a.m.;Worship: 6 p.m.
SHORTOFF BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Rev.Andy Cloer
Sundays: School: 10 a.m.;Worship:I | a.m.
Wednesdays: Prayer & Bible Study:6 p.m.
ST.JUDE’S CATHOLIC CHURCH
Mass: Thurs. 9am, Fri., | lam; Sun. 9am
THE CHURCH OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD
1448 Highway 107 S., Office: 743-2359 * Rev. Rob Wood
June-Sept: Sunday Services: Rite |, 8a, Rite I, 9:15 & | la
Nursery available for Rite Il services
Sept 6-Oct 25-Informal Evening Eucharist-5:30 p.m.
Thursday: Noon Healing Service with Eucharist.
UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST FELLOWSHIP
85 Sierra Drive, Franklin ¢ uufranklin.org
Sunday Worship - | | am.
WHITESIDE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Rev. Sam Forrester/Cashiers
Sunday School:10 am,Worship Service:I | am




Highlands Police entries from Nov.
26. Only the names of persons arrested,

issued a Class-3 misdemeanor or public
officials have been used.

Nov. 26

* At 1:07 p.m., officers received a
report of violation of a valid protective
order and cyberstalking at a residence in
Highlands Mountain Club.

Dec. |

* At 4 p.m,, officers received a report
of burglary/breaking & entering/destruc-
tion of property at a residence on N. 5th
Street where a window was broken to
make entry into the house

Dec. 11

* At 4:30 p.m,, officers received a re-
port of damage to government property
on Biscuit Rock Road.

Dec. 12

e At 11:30 p.m,, officers received a
report of someone with drug equipment
violations and outstanding warrants from
other jurisdictions on NC 106.

* At 11:30 a.m., Kari Huskey Conard,

42, of Franklin, was arrested for drug
equipment violations, and two warrants
for offenses committed in another juris-
diction. She was issued a $15,000 secured
bond. Her trial date was Jan. 2.

Dec. 13

* At 10:29 a.m., officers responded to
a 2-vehicle accident at the Shell Station on

STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA
General Court of Justice
Forty Third Prosecutorial District

ASHLEY HORNSBY WELCH
District Attorney

On Monday, December 30, 2019,
the Roman Catholic Diocese of Char-
lotte published a list of several clergy the
diocese found to have been “credibly ac-
cused” of child sexual abuse since the
diocese’s creation in 1972. Of these clergy
members, two worked in the 43rd Pros-
ecutorial District in the 1970s and 1980s.

According to the diocese, Adelbert
“Del” Holmes was “credibly accused”
of committing child molestation against
three minors in Murphy, North Carolina,
in 1976 while he was a clergy member.

The Catholic church became aware
of the allegations against Holmes in 1988.
Holmes was removed from the ministry
in 1991. He died in 2013. Holmes was a
clergy member at the St. William Catho-
lic Church in Murphy and the Immaculate
Conception Catholic Mission in Hayes-
ville. There is no recorded documentation
that the Catholic church notified local law
enforcement nor the District Attorney’s
Office of these allegations when the
church was notified in 1988.

Unfortunately, the lack of notification
by the Catholic church to law enforcement
authorities during that time period is not
surprising. Holmes died in 2013, and his
death prevents the District Attorney’s Of-
fice from being able to prosecute him for

crimes he is alleged to have committed in
1976.

Clergy member Al Behm was “cred-
ibly accused” of child sexual offenses in
Kentucky during the 1970s. Behm went
on to serve as the first campus minister at
Western Carolina University in the 1980s.
According to the diocese, Behm has not
been accused of committing crimes while
at Western Carolina. Behm left the minis-
try in 1993.

There is not a statute of limitations
for felonies in North Carolina. If you have
been a victim of child sexual abuse, wish
to make a report, and explore the possi-
bility of prosecution, please contact your
local law enforcement agency.

Last year, the District Attorney’s
Office successfully prosecuted a former
Episcopal priest for crimes he committed
on children in Waynesville over 20 years
ago.

“If you have been a victim of child
sexual abuse, we are committed to seeking
justice for you. North Carolina does not
have a statute of limitations on these atro-
cious crimes which means we are able to
prosecute individuals when there is prob-
able cause even decades after the crime.”

— District Attorney
Ashley Hornsby Welch
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® Porice & FIRE REPORTS ®

Laurel Street.

Dec. I5

* At 12:30 p.m., officers responded to
a one-vehcle accident at US 64 east and
Sherwood forest Drive

Dec. 16

* At 3:24 p.m.,, officers received a re-
port of an assault on a female at the Dog
Park at the Highlands Civic Center.

* At 4:15 p.m,, Nicholas James Keith,

29, of Highlands, was arrested for simple
assault on a female. He was issued a se-
cured bond. His trial date is Jan. 29.

Dec. 20

e At 2:30 p.m,, officers received a

report of larceny at a residence on Big
Bearpen Road where a $25 gift card was
stolen.

* At 4 p.m,, officers received a report
of embezzlement larceny by an employ-
ee at the Fourth Street Market where
$31,800 in $20 bills was taken.

Dec.21

* At 11:22 p.m., Guillermo Pablo San-
chez, 49, of Highlands, was arrested for
making an unsafe movement, driving un-
der the influence and weapon violations.
He was issued a $650 unsecured bond.
His trial date was Jan. 8.

e See POLICE & FIRE page 20

COREY JAMES GALLERY
& Estate Consignments
Open Everyday!

(828) 526 4818
On the corner of 3rd & Spring

Shear Elevations

225 Spring Street * Highlands
828-526-9477

Owner/Stylist: Lisa L. Shearon
Stylist: Kristi Stockton
Stylist/Nail Tech: Kassie Vinson

~ Home Decor
~ Gifts
~ Jewelry

468 Carolina Way
Highlands
(Between N. 4th & N. 5th)

828-526-3909

Hair ¢ Nails ® Waxing ¢ Tanning ¢ Facials
Massages * Eyelash Extensions
Walk-ins Welcome!

Owner/Stylist: Lacy Jane Villardo
Stylists: Heahter Escandon
Maggie Barden, Bri Field, Desiray Schmitt
and Cali Smolarsky
Nail Tech: Jenna Schmitt
Massage Therapist: Brenda Lopez

Upstairs and Across the Walkway at
“Falls on Main” Highlands
Open at 9a Tues.-Sat. * 828-526-3939
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..POLICE & FIRE continued from page 19

Dec.22

* At 1:58 p.m,, officers received a report of a B&E
felony, damage to real property and larceny at a resident
on Big Bearpen Road where $600 in household goods
were taken and $3,000 damage was done to two sets of
French doors.

Dec.23

* At 10:23 p.m.,, officers responded to a one-vehicle
accident at US 64 west and Holt Road.

Dec. 27

* At 9:33 a.m,, officers received a report of larceny
of $500 of firewood from Mitchell’s Lodge.

* At | p.m,, officers received a report of trespassing
and littering at a residence on Big Bearpen Road.

Dec.29

* At 3 a.m,, officers responded to a one-vehicle ac-
cident at US 64 east and Little Bearpen Road.

* At 3 a.m., David Matthew Covington, 42, of Mari-
etta, GA, was arrested for exceeding a safe speed and

Bill Barber 5

billbarber22@gmail.com
billbarberhomes.com

(828)
1226-9696

g
&

HIGHLANDER

ROOFING SERVICES ;¢

New & Re-Roofing Applications Including:
Asphalt * Cedar « Metal & Synthetic Materials
Office (828) 524-7773
Cell (828) 526-6421
luke@highlandernc.com
www.highlandernc.com

Showroom Location
1511 Highlands Rd
Franklin, NC 28734

Mendoza Tree Expert

Quahty Tree Care & Removal *16+ years

828-200-9217 |

- Fully Insured

driving under the influence at US 64 east and Sherwood
Forest Road. He was issued a $500 secured bond. His trial
date is Jan. 29.

Dec.31

* At 11;09 a.m,, officers responded to a two-vehicle
accident in Highlands Plaza.

e See POLICE & FIRE page 22

JUST TALK TO ME

| am 74. | am Pain-Free.

Are Youz CBD HEALS

VIVA WELLNESS

Dr. Kit Barker, Ph.D.

26-156

110 mins./ $25

FAR INFRARED
AUNA@C APSULE
HYDROMASSAGE
PA o, APSULFE

WHOLE BODY
VIBRATION

5 Cottage Row ¢ U.S. 64 East “

RIOS
“/Painting

Fully Insured ¢ 706-982-0864

o Interior
 Exterior
o Pressure Washing
« Drywall Repair
« Window Cleaning
 Gutter Cleaning
 Deck Repair

riospainting0864@gmail.com
Find us on FaceBook
Owner Elias Rios

-
Rachel|BYKelley\PMEHNP-BC
'ARNPLIBoard(Cerntified

+/Mental Health

Positive Wellness|

STEVE CONNOR
DRAFTING, INC.

CAD Architectural Drafting + Design

Renovations
Additions

Kitchen remodel
Bath remodel
Electrical layout
Whole house plans

Steve Connor

828-342-2884
SCDraftingl@gmail.com

Larry Houston
Rock Work

Wallso Fireplaces e Patios e Piers
All Rock Work e Stucco

(828) 526-4138 or (828) 200-3551

5 new log cabins
estled in the hemlocks

of Whiteside
Mountain.

800- 805-3558 828-526-2222

Loma Linda

O 0%
% Farm &@°
Dog Boarding * Day Care
Pastoral Park
in Home and Leash Free
Lodging in the lap of luxury
(828) 421-7922
Highlands NC
lomalindafarm@gmail.com
www.lomalindafarm.com

R
NC License #10978
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American
Upholstery

WE HAVE MOVED TO

105 Ashley Drive « Walhalla, SC 29691
(Same Owners: Morris & Rachel Bible)

Same Phone Numbers:
(864) 638-9661 cell: (864) 710-9106

* Residential or
Commercial

* Over 40 Years
Experience

* Fast and Dependable
* FREE Estimates
* FREE Pick-up and
Delivery

Ryan M. Bears 4

Broker

Cell: 803-271-5426
Office: 828-526-8784
Ryan@patallenrealtygroup.com

Zut Al

REALTY GROUP
Pat Allen, Broker in Charge

MORALES
PAINTING

Sample Books Available

Highlands Automotive

RICARDO MORALES
MORALESPAINTINGANDSERVICES@GMAIL.COM
706.982.9768
828-226.5347

INTERIOR/EXTERIOR PAINTING « LAWN MAINTENANCE
HOUSE MAINTENANCE * QUALITY WORK
FULLY INSURED

NC
Inspection
Station

Service

828-787-2360

2851 Cashiers Road « highlandsautomotive.com

* Grading
e Excavating
e Driveways
* Build sites
e Hauling
e Septic Systems

Edwin Wilson
Cell (828) 421-3643
Office/fax (828) 526-4758
wilsongrading@yahoo.com

e Interior & Exterior Painting
o Pressure Washing
« House Maintenance
e Drywall Repair
o Deck Repair

Quality Work e Fully Insured

Lupe Gonzales
avpintura@gmail.com
828-332-1539 or 678-873-2927

CHESTNUT STORAGE

Storage Units Available

Secure 24 Hour Access
Easy In - Easy Out
Great Rates - Great Terms
Call today to find out why we’re
“Highland’s Premier Facility”

828-482-1045

L - L3
Look for our sign!
10890 Buck Creek Rd. - 1/2 mile off Cashiers Rd near the hospital

OLD %
EDWARDS
INN“fu

AVAILABLE POSITIONS

IMMEDIATE FULL-TIME ON-SITE
GRAPHIC DESIGN AND LAYOUT PROFES-
SIONAL NEEDED TO JOIN MARKETING
DEPARTMENT OF OLD EDWARDS HOSPI-
TALITY GROUP IN HIGHLANDS, NORTH
CAROLINA. At least two years of print layout and
design required. Keen eye for design, detail-oriented
and proficiency in formatting for scannable content
a must. Experience in CRM, email marketing, website
updating and/or social media is a plus. Must have high
integrity, sense of humor, consistently positive nature,
interpersonal skills and work well as part of a close
team. Full benefits. Possible subsidized housing. Posi-
tion is 100% onsite in Highlands, NC, no exceptions.

FULL-TIME TEMPORARY MARKETING
POSITION. OEl is seeking a marketing professional
and graphic designer experienced in page layout and
ad creation for both print and digital to fill a six-month
position between approximately March | and Septem-
ber 31,2020.At least two years of professional layout
and design required. This position designs billboards,
newspaper and magazine ads, digital ads and more for
a high-end luxury brand. Some experience in website
updating—or ability to learn—required (content man-
agement, not coding). Must have high integrity, sense
of humor, consistently positive nature, interpersonal
skills and work well as part of a close team. Position
is 100% onsite in Highlands, NC, no exceptions.There
is a possibility that this position could become perma-
nent. Please provide cover letter, resume and samples.
References will be required.

ALSO:

OLD EDWARDS HOSPITALITY has the
following positions open:

RESTAURANT FOUR®é5:

Part-time servers, full-time Hostess, AM/PM
Sous Chef, Cook and Uctility/Dishwasher needed.

HALF MILE FARM:

Assistant Inn Manager

OLD EDWARDS:

Front Desk, Bellmen, Front Desk Supervisors,
Spa attendants & concierge, Housekeepers, Laundry,
Experienced servers & server assistants, Reserva-
tionist, Sales Manager (2 years experience), Graphic
Artists (Full-time and Full-time Temporary)

Send resume to: pturnbull@oldedwardsinn.com
(pdf format please)
or apply online at oldedwardsinn.com/careers
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FOR SALE

FIREWOOD FORSALE.
Call or text Matt at 706-239-
0880. (st. 9/26)

COMIC BOOKS - Buy /
Sell. Call Bob @ 302-530-1109
(1731)

WANTED

HARLEY DAVIDSON
MOTORCYCLE MEMORA.-
BILIA. Call Sandra La Jeunesse
at 828-371-2214.

WANTTO RENT 3 OR

4 BR FROM JUNE 8 TO

JULY 5,O0R LONGERWITH
REDUCED DAY RATE. No

more than 10 min. from High-
lands center. mike_marsh@
bellsouth.net 601.946.1950. (Jan.
2,2020)

HELP WANTED

WOLFGANG'’S RES-
TAURANT is seeking a host-
ess. Salary is based on experi-
ence. Come be a part of our
team. Email wom2@me.com
or call Jacque at 828.526.3807.
(st. 11721)

EMPLOYMENT OP-
PORTUNITIESAVAILABLE
AT HIGHLANDS SMOKE-
HOUSE. Hiring all positions.
Commitment to excellence in
food quality and guest service.

We are proud of the products
and service we provide, we cre-
ate experiences not just sell food.
Offering defined, sane schedules
and healthy work environment
allowing for a balanced life. Very
cooperative pay. Food service
experience preferred. Tobacco
free workplace. Contact us at
Smokehouserecruiting@gmail.
com (st.5/2)

SALES ASSOCIATE
HIGH END RETAIL CLOTH-
ING STORE IN HIGHLANDS
AND CASHIERS, NC. Full
time, part time and seasonal. In-
quire to 828-200-0928. (st. 3/38)

SERVICES

HOME MAID CLEAN-
ING SERVICE LLC: Too much
to do for the holidays? Give us
a ring! Specializing in residential
homes & vacation rentals. Servic-
ing Highlands & Cashiers. For a

free estimate call, (828) 371-1702.

Check out our website at;www.
homemaidcleaningservicenc.com

GUTTER CLEANING
METAL ROOF & FABRI-
CATON roof repairs, chimney
flashing, debris removal, pressure
washing. Call 371-1103. (st. 6/27)

HIGHLANDS-CA-
SHIERS HANDYMAN: Re-

pairs, remodeling, painting, pres-
sure washing, minor plumbing and
electric, decks and additions. Free
Estimates. Insured. Call 828-200-
4071.(12/31)

HIGH COUNTRY PHO-
TO/KEVIN VINSON: scanning
photos, slides & negatives to CD
or DVD for easier viewing.Video
transfer to DVD. Everything done
in house. Leave message at 828-
526-5208. (st. 4/25)

MURPHY’S PAINTING
CO. Interior & Exterior Painting,
Sheetrock Repair, Wallpaper Re-
moval,Log Homes, Decks. Insured.
Free Estimates. 828-524-1391 or
828-332-0525.

REAL ESTATE FOR
SALE

38.92 ACRES IN GATED
COMMUNITY IN HIGH-
LANDS. Small private develop-
ment with paved streets, com-
munity water,community lake and
pavilion, underground power and
street lights. Gentle building sites
with mountain views and streams
atover 4,100’ in elevation.Borders
USFS. Offered for $599,000 and
MLS #88028. Call Cathy Garren
at Highlands Sotheby’s Interna-
tional Realty at 828-226-5870.
(1/2/2020)

* CI ASSIFIEDS ®

ATTENTION BUSI-
NESSOWNERS: Looking for
employee housing? We've got
several options! Close to town
and affordable! Call Christal at
White Oak Realty Group. 828-
200-9699. (st. 9/19)

SIX ACRES ON BUCK
CREEK ROAD behind High-
lands-Cashiers Hospital. Sign on
property.843-460-8015. (st.5/30)

2/2 CLAYTON HOME
IN LOWER CLEAR
CREEK. |+acre,Private.
View.118,000.706.782.9728 (st.
9/5)

1.21 ACRES FOR SALE
BY OWNER - OTTO, NC
- $28,000. Lot 12 Quail Haven
Road. Otto, NC. Price not firm ...
open for negotiation. Please email
if interested to ddmarsh | 5@aol.
com or call/text to 239-980-0531.
Please leave a message. (st. 7/20)

COMMERCIAL SPACE
RENTALS

Commercial space at 640
Carolina Way, Highlands. +/-
1340 sq.ft. $1,650/mo. 404-210-
7979. (st. 12/12)

RESIDENTIAL RENT-
ALS

FOR RENT IN SHELBY
PLACE, 4 bed/4 bath. Close to

town. Newly renovated, Fire-
place with gas logs. $4,100 per
month. 6 or |12 month lease. Call
828-226-9696. (st. Dec 12)._

HOUSE FOR RENT
TWO MILES FROM
DOWNTOWN ON DIL-
LARD RD AVAILABLE
NOW: Upper Level: well fur-
nished 2BR (queen & single
bed) 1BA, full laundry, up-
per level parking, no smok-
ing. Includes electricity and
propane allowance, water/
sewer $1350 per month. Call
828-342-4819. (st. Jan 9)

4BD 3.5 BA, | CAR
GARAGE W/STORAGE
large yard with backyard fenced,
dogs negotiable. On the Atlanta
side of Highlands, 5 minutes
from the Post Office. $2500
month. Offered unfurnished,
one year minimum lease, refer-
ences, credit check and deposit
required. Call House in Order
828-484-1571. (st. 1/14)

LUXURY APARTMENT
INTOWN. Walk to Main Street.
IBR IBA. $3,500 per month. 3
month minimum. Sorry, no pets,
no smoking.Adults only.828-42 | -
1709. (st. 5/10)

..POLICE & FIRE continued from page 20

Jan. |

* At 1:28 p.m.,, officers re-
ceived a report of someone in
possession of marijuana and
drug paraphernalia at the PAC
Center.

The Highlands Fire &
Rescue log from Dec. 10.

Dec. 10

* At 7:40 a.m., the dept. was
first-responders to a location
on Memorial Drive.

Dec. 12

* At 12:58 p.m,, the dept.
responded to a Co2 alarm at a
residence on E.Wingina Place.

*At |:21 p.m., the dept. was

first-responders to a location on
Pierson Drive.

Dec. 15

* At 12:18 p.m., the dept. was
first-responders to a residence
on Clubhouse Trail.

Dec. 16

* At 5:56 p.m,, the dept. re-
sponded to a motor vehicle ac-
cident on NC 106.

Dec. 18

* At 6:44 a.m., the dept. was
first-responders to a residence
on Painted Turtle Lane.

Dec.20

* At 5:12 p.m,, the dept. re-
sponded to a fire alarm at a loca-

tion on Main Street.

* At 6:17 p.m,, the dept. re-
sponded to a chimney fire at a
residence on Dixon Drive.

* At 6:22 p.m,, the dept. was
first-responders to a residence
on Centennial Lane.

Dec. 21

* At 9:26 a.m,, the dept. re-
sponded to a call of a LP gas leak
at a location on Church Street.

* At 3:52 p.m, the dept.
helped locate a missing hiker
along Buck Creed Road who was
injured. He refused medical treat-
ment.

Dec. 24

* At 8:38 p.m., the dept. was
first-responders to a residence
on Ashwood Circle.

Dec.25

* At 2:14 p.m, the dept.
was first-responders to a medi-
cal alarm call at a residence on
Shortoff Road.

* At 5:01 p.m., the dept. was
called to help search for some-
one in the Shortoff Road area,
but the call was cancelled.

* At 6:30 p.m., the dept. re-
sponded to a fire alarm at a resi-
dence on Biscuit Rock Road.

Dec.26

* At 5:50 p.m., the dept. was
first-responders to a location on

N. 4th Street.

Dec.28

* At 12:37 p.m., the dept. re-
sponded to a fire alarm and was
first-responders to a residence
on Upper Lake Road.

Service Directory

Ads
$17 BW » $22 Color

Classified Ads
$6 for 10 words * 20 cents
each additional word
$2 for Color Highlight
$5 for Graphic/Photo
Email: highlandseditor@aol.
com or call 828-200-1371
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SILVER EAGLE

Native American Jewelry
Crystal & Gem Gallery

(1
“Highlands is calling
Top 25

and I must go.”

e Broker
o AMEBERS RE 4 Iy
& Vacation Hentals 2018 HCBOR

Main Street Jun & Bistre
828-526-2590 « mainstreet-inn.com

. © | Highlands

L. - \ | Py Sotheby’s
. i M rn = . ) .
Country Club Properties & p & Sﬂt ]be TS 401 N 5th St., Highlands is the top
i “Your local hometown ’ — . .
P Real Estate professionals.” Suzanne McDavid 828-526-3717 firmin
349 Main STreeIthun NC 3 Offices 528-526-2320 o www.highlandsiscalling.com i
www.CCPHighlandsNC.com | | cell: (678) 276-6133  Off: (828) 526-8300 hig g Highlands

since 2013

. 5,

i CHESTHNUT ST
BERKS"!&EEJ‘L&TH;\“TQY . : Martin-Lipscomb

. Performing Arts Center

Meadows Mountain Realty -

Mitzi Rauers, Broker
404-218-9123

| mitzi@meadowsmtnrealty.com

meadowsmountainrealty.com

Andrea Gabbard

€ 828.200.6742
0 828.526.8300

EPRGPERTIES

619 Highway 107 5, Cashiers, NG

andrea.gabbard
@sothbysrealty.com

Reebes

Hardware

Highlands
Sotheby’s

2011 Coowrinhied Man| INTERNATIONAL REALTY

PAM NELLIS
BROKER

CELL: B28-FA7-18%%
FAMELA NELLISEYAHOO COM

56 LANDMARK

INTERNATIONAL REALTY
114 N. 4th Street * Highlands, NC

“HSIR is the #1 leader in sales since 2013.”

¥ Highlands | Sotheby’s

HIGHLANDS OFFICE

office: 828.526.8300 * cell: 828.337.0706 & 5 g . |
28 l‘l.ﬂ:?" STRERT - IJI-II&-‘_I‘J

. . o T . F o =
Sheryl Wilson  sheryl.wilson@sothebysrealty.com ¢ highlandssir.com Nightly at 5 p.m. » 828-526-5777




BROKERS: Pat Allen

Kurt Barbee 404-906-5113 Broker-in-charge
828-545-7272 Julie Osborn Cell: 828-200-9179
Ryan Bears 828-200-6165

pat@patallenrealtygroup.com
Office: 828-526-8784
295 Dillard Road
Highlands, NC 28741
404-229-8737

Z_) REAL ESTATE
COMPANIES
Rick Harrison Lea ZTHE WoRLD:

803-271-5426
Darlene Conley
404-427-2448
Christy Harris

Cy Timmons
828-200-9762
Steve Sheppard
404-219-1349
Sheila Welch
828-342-0695

Top Producers for 14 Years

Zut Allen

REALTY GROUP

Highlands
Sotheby’s

INTERMATIONAL REALTY

Not the Biggest ... Just the Best!

www.patallenrealtygroup.com

-'.-'“%. DAVID

' BOCK

BUILDERS

www.BockBuiIders.com 828-526-2240

Jody Lovell « 828-526-4104
highlandssothebysrealty.com
#1 Broker
Highlands/Cashiers

.f".-\.

Highlands-Cashiers MLS

DOUG HELMS
BROKER, CRS, GRI

CELL: 828-226-2999
DOUG@DOUGHELMS.COM

HIGHLANDS OFFICE
225 MAIN STREET - 828-526-4663

Thank you for an incredible
season! Closed for winter
through Wed Apr|I 8

@ (f/elf/

2001-2018 per @

WILD THYME GOURMET

Open Year-Round « 6 days a week
343-D Main Street. « 526-4035
Closed Wednesday

WOLFGANG%_
MSTAURANT& 2

hank you for a

Y7 | e ILIL‘:Z}; wonderful 25 Years!
Dinner Closed January
5:30p Reopening Feb. 13

Closed

¥ \Sunday night 474 Main Street

828.526.3807 | wolfgangs.net

www.wildthymegourmet.com

WHITE GAK

REALTY GROUP

125 South 4th Street, Highlands * (828) 526-8118 » www.WhiteOakRG.com
Invest In An Extraordinary Experience

Susie deVille, Broker Associate
828-371-2079

Bee Gleeson, Broker Associate
404-307-1415

Pat Gleeson, Owner, BIC
828-782-0472

@...on the Verandah

Restaurant
on Lake Sequoyah
828-526-2338

Reopening
@ mid March

www.ontheverandah.com

McCULLEY’S
M CASHMERE

Scotland’s Best Knitwear

Open 7 days a week

526-4407
242 S. 4th St. & Pop up

on Main Street ©




