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The impact 
of covid on 
area food 

banks
By Andie Chilson

Food banks in Highlands 
have had to adjust to the ‘new 
normal’ that came with life in a 
pandemic just like virtually ev-
eryone else. With the rise in un-
employment over the last few 
months, food banks across the 
country have seen a surge in 
demand for their services, and 
Highlands is no exception.

The Highlands Food Pantry, 
which is a program at the Interna-
tional Friendship Center, has had 
to alter the way they distribute 
food to their clients. They now 
offer a box program for their cli-
ents instead of  their normal client 
serve shopping process. Clients 
are often left with food they don’t 
want with this new program, so 
the food pantry is encouraging 
them to share what they don’t 
want with their neighbors.

The Highlands Land Trust is working on the road up to Sunset Rocks so this vista will be easier to experience. 
– Photo by Brian O’Shea

NC Governor Roy Cooper 
paved the way for school superin-
tendents to put a plan in place for 

when school starts Monday, Aug 
17 – as concrete as can be expected 
given the mercurial virus.

At a press conference Tues-
day, July 14 he extended Phase 2 

Gov. Cooper says NC schools are to 
reopen August 17 under Plan B

Phase 2 extended three more weeks through Aug. 7

By Brittney Lofthouse
North Carolina Governor 

Roy Cooper announced Tuesday 
that the state will remain in Phase 
2 for at least another three weeks, 
making the second time he has ex-
tended Phase 2. 

The current phase limits the 
capacity available for businesses, 
as well as requires some business-
es such as movie theatres, gyms, 
and bars to be closed entirely. 

With another three weeks 
of  Phase 2 in attempt to slow the 
spread of  COVID19 cases in the 
state, small business owners are 
more concerned than ever as to 
how they will continue operating. 

Since the launch of  the Re-
open Macon County Fund on 
June 12, Mountain Bizworks has 
received around $60,000 in loan 
applications for small businesses 

Small biz 
funds still 
available 

Apply at 
mountainbizworks.com

HCLT repairs road to Sunset Rocks
By Brian O’Shea
Plateau Daily News

The road to Sunset Rocks is 
often washed out from heavy rains 
making traveling to the top in a 
vehicle close to impossible. In an 

effort to maintain the road and 
smooth out some of  the wash-
outs, Highlands-Cashiers Land 
Trust staff  has been on site doing 
what they can to make the popu-
lar-Highlands attraction more ac-

cessible.
“We have been working to 

repair the road tread as best as we 
can to at a minimum allow us to 
drive a 4x4 capable vehicle to the 

• See SUNSET ROCKS page 15



• See LETTERS page 5

Highlands Newspaper
Toll Free FAX: 866-212-8913 

Phone: (828) 200-1371 
Email: 

HighlandsEditor@aol.com 
Publisher/Editor: Kim Lewicki 

Reporters: Merritt Shaw
Copy Editor: Glenda Bell

Digital Media - Jim Lewicki 
Locally owned and operated by 

Kim & Jim Lewicki 
Adobe PDF version at 

www.HighlandsInfo.com
265 Oak St.; P.O. Box 2703, 

Highlands, N.C., 28•741 

All Rights Reserved. No articles,  
photos, illustrations, advertisements or 
design elements may be used without per-
mission from the publisher. 

Letter Policy:
We reserve the right to reject or edit 
letters-to-the-editor. No anonymous letters 
will be accepted. Views expressed are not 
necessarily those of Highlands Newspaper. 

• The PlaTeau’s PosiTion •
•Letters•

Highlands Mayor
Patrick Taylor

•Weather•

For Real-time Weather and the Extended Forecast, 
go to www.highlandsinfo.com and click on Weather

New & Re-Roofing Applications Including:
Asphalt • Cedar • Metal • Synthetic Materials.

Showroom: 1511 Highlands Rd. • Franklin • O: 828-524-7773 
info@highlandernc.com • www.highlandernc.com

•Mayor on Duty•

Page 2 - Highlands Newspaper - Thurs., July 16, 2020 - 828-200-1371

The Highlands Newspaper office at 256 Oak Street is temporarily closed. We are 
going through some renovations and updates, and plan to be back open in a a few weeks 
with new and improved facilities.

In the meantime, we are working out of  our home office. To contact us – as always 
– please email highlandseditor@aol.com or call 828-200-1371.

•notice•

Dear Editor,
“Everyone is entitled to one’s own opinion, but not to one’s own facts.” So said 

former statesman Daniel Patrick Moynihan, and many others have said something similar. 
I bring this to the attention of  Danny Crane, who wrote a letter published in the 

Highlands Newspaper July 9 that was factually inaccurate twice. 
First, he states that “people with breathing issues like asthma and COPD should 

NOT wear a face mask.” 
In fact, only people with the most severe cases of  either disease might find it more 

difficult to breathe when wearing a mask. 
The large majority of  people with mild or moderate asthma or COPD would find 

that they can breathe just as well with a mask as without, and would be afforded a sig-
nificant degree of  added protection against Covid-19 and other viruses by wearing one. 

I know this as a physician, and as someone with moderate persistent, steroid-depen-
dent asthma. Second, Mr. Crane states “...the fact that the masks are ineffective and do 
not protect anyone from Covid-19 or any other virus.” He cites no references to back this 
claim, probably because the vast majority of  scientific studies on the matter indicate that 
masks, though not a panacea, are quite effective at reducing the distance of  exhaled air 

Most people can and should wear masks

Let me again thank those 
folks who care for the 
health and safety of  

their follow citizens by wear-
ing masks. Research is very 
clear that wearing masks is a 
very basic, and effective way of  
containing the spread of  COV-
ID-19 virus. While individuals 
have personal freedom, there 
is a responsibility to not jeop-
ardize the health and safety of  
others within the community. 
Individuals can’t make it too far 
without the support of  a healthy commu-
nity. Concern for others is a fundamental 
religious and community value

In some instances, people go into busi-
nesses without masks. Some citizens ask 
for the police to be called to establishments 
to enforce the governor’s mask order. The 
order prohibits our police from citing indi-
viduals on sidewalks or in businesses. 

The first line of  enforcement falls on 
the business owner. It is their responsibility 
to request people to wear masks. If  a cus-
tomer refuses to do so, that person can be 
asked to leave the business. If  the person re-
fuses, the police can be called, and that per-

son can be charged with tres-
passing. Rather than requesting 
police involvement, I suggest 
concern citizens talk with the 
business owner that they believe 
is routinely allowing customers 
not to wear masks. As a last re-
sort, a business owner could be 
cited for failing to enforce the 
governor’s mask order if  there 
is a total disregard for doing so.

I hope Highlands will con-
tinue to have a high level of  vol-
untary compliance. Our police 
have increased foot patrols in 

the business district. Officers wear masks 
in an effort to model best behavior in these 
crowded zones.

On public sidewalks outside the busi-
ness area, there is no expectation that peo-
ple wear masks, provided social distancing 
can be maintained. The governor’s order 
states that if  a person is exercising outdoors 
and maintaining social distance, masks are 
not required.

Tonight is the July meeting of  the 
Town Board by way of  ZOOM. The town 
website has the information for public ac-
cess. I encourage anyone wishing to make 
a public comment to call Town Hall at 526-
2118 and let our staff  know. Requests can 
also be emailed to me at: mayor@highland-
snc.org.

The first agenda items will be a request 
by OEI to annex the Farm on Arnold Road. 
This request was reviewed and recommend-
ed by the planning board. The next step will 
be a public hearing at the August meeting 
for the annexation and for the rezoning of  
the Farm property to B-3. The Farm is cur-
rently outside the town and is not zoned.

There will be a discussion of  current 
town bear policies. I will request the board 
to form an educational partnership with the 
B.E.A.R Task Force. Also, I want the board 
to consider an ordinance prohibiting the 
willful feeding of  bears. 

A request to do engineering plans for 
several upcoming water and sewer projects 
is on the agenda. We believe another fed-
eral stimulus package may be coming that 
includes public works projects. Shovel-ready 
plans like the ones proposed could be fund-
ed through federal stimulus project grants.

See you tonight.

Please wear a mask

Thu, 16.Jul Fri, 17.Jul Sat, 18.Jul Sun, 19.Jul 
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by Old Edwards
G l e n   C o v e

Live a life of adventure and wellness in beautiful Cashiers, NC, 
with abundant leisure amenities including a wellness center, heated mineral pool, 

entertainment barn and 12-hole, par-three golf course.

Call for a tour today.  |  828.526.1783  |  GlenCoveLifestyle.com



Page 4 - Highlands Newspaper - Thurs., July 16, 2020 - 828-200-1371

Serving Lunch and Dinner Year-Round.
Gourmet Foods, Full Service Bar
Town Square at 343-D Main St. • Highlands

828-526-4035

Open inside
and

Outside
Everyday!

•highLanDs area Dining Directory•

828-526-2338

...on the Verandah 
Restaurant

on Lake Sequoyah
www.ontheverandah.com

US 64 west • Highlands

Open 4p-8p
7 days a week

Inside, 
limited seating
& Take-out 

474 Main street 
828.526.3807 
wolf gangs.net 

We are so happy to be 
back and cannot wait 

to see your smiling faces! 

Tues. - Sun.
Dinner starts at

5:30 p.m.
Take-out & curbside 

delivery, too

Lunch: 11a-4p
Dinner: 5:30p- until

CASUAL DINING IN A 
HISTORIC 1924 LOG CABIN 

_MENUS PRINTED DAIL1-

Weltome Batk! 
Thank you to an 01 our guests who 
continue to support us we look 

lorward to seeing you soon. 
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YOU WANT IT. .. YOU GOT IT 
NOW OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 

New Hours:

MON. THRU FRI. I I :00 - 8:00 
SAT. I 0:00 - 8:00 • SUN. I 0:00 - 7:00 

NEW BRUNCH ITEM AVAILABLE 
FOR TAKEOUT ONLY 

SAT. & SUN. I 0:00 - 2:00 
12 FRESH SCRAMBLED EGGS 

12 STRIPS PECAN SMOKED BACON 
IO BUTTERMILK BISCUITS 

LARGE BOWL JALAPENO CHEESE GRITS 
REAL BUTTER & JAM 

OJ & BUBBLY FOR MIMOSAS 
SERVES 4-6 $49 

595 Franklin Road, Highlands, NC g·. 
828.526.3554 · · � � .www.highlandssmokehouse.com � � 
Facebook & lnstagram , r. , · 
Peace from the Pit ® · , , · 

Serving 6 days a week
(Closed Tuesdays)

Bistro 4p
Dining Room 5:30p

Please call for reservations

Gift certificates now online 



...LETTERS continued from 
page 2

Open Daily except Wednesday

Asia House
Japanese • Asian• Thai Cuisine

828-787-1680 or 828-787-1900
151 Helen’s Barn Avenue

Temporary Hours
12-9p 

Open for Take-out ONLY
Please order ahead

In-town delivery available
(min. delivery order $50)

•area Dining Directory• 
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• See LETTERS page 12

Open
Tuesday – Sunday 

9am - 3pm 
Inside/Outside 

& To Go! 
Thank for Your Support!
18 Chestnut Square | Cashiers

828-743-0190

with Chef Rick
828-743-3145 (o)
561-345-0652 (c)

Social Circle 
Catering

Dinner Parties or Family Gatherings (2-40)
Personalized Menus

Black Tie/BBQ/Seafood Boils/Luaus
Shopping, cooking & cleaning included

Serv-Safe Certified
Sanitary Responsible

Cafe

WeCaterHighlands.com
828-526-8847

470 Oak St adjacent to the Park in Downtown Highlands

Courtya
rd

& Catering

Fressers

ChowNow.com 
WeCaterHighlands.com

Daily Specials on Instagram and Facebook

EASY online ordering:

Curbside Pick Up

Paoletti
828.526.4906

www.paolettis.com

EXCEPTIONAL WINES 
CRAFT COCKTAILS

SERVING DINNER/BAR FROM 5PM 
EVERY EVENING

Main Street Highlands Since 1984

Re-opening Friday, July 17.
We look forward to serving you.

Please call for reservations!

droplets from coughing, sneezing and even talking. This 
means that people nearby will be exposed to far fewer in-
fecting particles. The masks also protect the mask-wearer, 
to some extent, from catching these viruses. 

Therefore, in situations where social distancing is not 
possible, masks are ESSENTIAL.

This is not a matter of  opinion, political or other-
wise. It is a matter of  fact as established by science and 
research, and the consequences are life or death for many.

Richard Ellin MD
Highlands

Dear Editor,
While I appreciate the thoughtful commentary of-

fered by Bud Katz in his July 2 Word Matter column en-
titled “On Protest,” I found a logical problem with his 
definition of  “free speech”.

Mr. Katz first offers an encomium of  our First 
Amendment and its broad affirmation of  our right to 
protest. I rise in support of  both laudable statements.

However, the column goes off  its rhetorical rails 
when a paragraph refers to limitations of  free speech, of  
which Mr. Katz cites “blatant falsehoods, hate speech and 
overt threats.” These terms are subject to interpretation 
and disagreement.

 Who determines what is a falsehood, and whether it 
is “blatant”? Any reading of  a news article concerning a 
politician will find an abundance of  material to consider.

The same with “overt threats.” Is a sinister cabal 
planning to steal a UPS package from my porch, or are 
they going to nuke Macon County? So, what is the degree 
of  “threat” and is the party able to carry it out? A reading 
of  social commentary can easily morph an assertion into 
a “threat” in the reader’s mind.

But the most dangerous of  Mr Katz’ examples of  

Protesting ‘On Protest’

July 17-18
Weekend Specials

2 – NY Strips
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114 N. 4th Street • Highlands 
NC • 828-526-8300www.highlandssothebysrealty.com

On Split Rail Row 
in prestigious Sagee Mountain

Please contact 
Bill Bubenick
828-371-2583

Enjoy unmatched views while living 5 minutes from Main Street. 
Updated in 2007, this home is ready to be enjoyed by your family 

for years to come. 
MLS#R93368A • Offered for 1,695,000. 

Kathy Manos Penn

•ink Penn•
All About Books

The books in my books!

I’m an avid reader—some-
one who reads every night 
and never goes anywhere 

without a book. Heaven forbid 
I’d be stuck somewhere with-
out a book. I can still recall with 
horror the time I downloaded 
a book to a new tablet for a 
business trip, and the tablet 
froze up on the first leg of  the 
journey. And, lately, with my li-
brary closed and me download-
ing books instead of  picking 
up the “real” thing, I’m distressed when I 
get that message on my Kindle about the 
need to recharge. Is it just me, or does this 
invariably happen at the very best spot in 
the book?

My passion for reading must be the 
reason I mention books in the cozy mys-
teries I write. My main character, Leta, 
belongs to a book club in the Cotswolds 
village of  Astonbury. Once a month, she 
attends a meeting at the Book Nook on the 
High Street. My Atlanta readers will know 
I stole that name from the popular used 
book store in Decatur, Georgia. 

In the first book—“Bells, Tails, & 
Murder”—Leta leads the discussion of  
Charlie Lovett’s “The Bookman’s Tale.” 
In that novel, a North Carolina antiquar-
ian bookseller relocates to an English vil-
lage after his wife dies. There, he stumbles 
upon a book about Shakespeare forgeries 
that leads him to investigate the age-old 
mystery as to who Shakespeare was—if  
indeed the name William Shakespeare was 
only a pseudonym.

I chose that particular book because 
my plot features author J.M. Barrie and 
touches on the world of  book collectors. 
“The Bookman’s Tale” triggered all kinds 
of  ideas as did an article I stumbled across 
about the discovery of  a previously un-
published play by Barrie. Funny how the 
brain works.

Each subsequent book also has a 
book club scene, and the books read by the 
group always loosely connect to the plot 
or setting. In “Pumpkins, Paws, & Murder” 
which takes place in October with a Fall 
Fete as a central plot point, I chose G.M. 
Maillet’s “Wicked Autumn,” set in the fic-
tional village of  Nether Monkslip. My plot 

mirrored hers in both the sea-
son and the occasion of  a fete. 
Who dies and why is of  course 
completely different, as are the 
characters who populate the 
books. 

For book three—
“Whiskers, Wreaths, & Mur-
der”—which takes place in, 
you guessed it, December, I 
chose “Mr. Dickens and His 
Carol” by Samantha Silva as 
the book club selection. Dick-

ens, the dog in my book, was very excited 
that a book about his namesake was fea-
tured. You’ll have to wait until the book 
comes out in August to see if  there are any 
other parallels.

I’m hard at work on book four now. 
Though I’ve yet to come up with a title, 
the book club scene has already been writ-
ten. This time, the group reads “The Sher-
lockian” about a quest for a missing Ar-
thur Conan Doyle diary. I read this book 
when it came out in 2010 and didn’t realize 
until I did a bit of  research that Graham 
Moore, the author, also wrote “The Last 
Days of  Night,” which became a movie 
starring Benedict Cumberbatch and Eddie 
Redmayne—“The Current War.” Based 
on historical events, it tells the story of  the 
competition and conflict between Thom-
as Edison and George Westinghouse. 

I won’t tell you how the book club 
selection connects to the murder mystery, 
but I can tell you that Leta and friends 
visit a literary festival in a nearby village. 
Book titles and authors— even beyond 
those read for book club—are referenced 
throughout my cozies, and there are cer-
tainly enough to fill another column. Per-
haps I’ll revisit the topic of  the books in 
my books one day and take a deeper dive. 
Stay tuned.

• Author Kathy Manos Penn is a 
Georgia resident. Find her cozy myster-
ies on Amazon. Locally, “Lord Banjo 
the Royal Pooch” is available at High-
lands Mountain Paws. Contact her at ink-
penn119@gmail.com, and follow her on 
Facebook, www.facebook.com/KathyM-
anosPennAuthor/. 
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Designer 4 bedroom, 5 bath home with a golf course view. 
Offered for $1,695,000 Contact Andrea Gabbard 828-200-6742

 Andrea Gabbard
c 828.200.6742  o 828.526.8300 
AndreaGabbard@gmail.com

Highlands CC

Andrea is  top 12% 
Real Estate Brokers in 2019. 

Highlands Sotheby’s International Realty is 
the top selling firm in Highlands  

since 2013  as per HCMLS Navica.   

collection.
summer 2020

O U R  S T R E N G T H  I S
I N  O U R  N U M B E R S

40  BROKERS ,  DECADES  OF  EXPER IENCE
5  LOCAT IONS ,  SERV ING  3  COUNT IES
16  YEARS  IN  BUS INESS  -  S INCE  200  4  

collection. MAGAZ INE  -  S INCE  200  5
#1  T OP  PRODUC ING  BROKERAGE  2012  -  201  9

...FUNDS continued from page 1
throughout the county, according to Ma-
con County Economic Development Di-
rector Tommy Jenkins. 

“Mountain Bizworks have received 
several applicants so far,” said Jenkins. 
“Some of  those applicants were denied be-
cause they didn’t meet the criteria of  the 

loan, but we have had several approved and 
have been provided funding.”

Reopening Macon Fund small business 
loans aim to provide a rapid source of  assis-
tance for Macon County-based businesses 
that have been impacted by COVID-19. 
The fund is a collaborative effort between 

the Macon County Economic Development 
Commission, Franklin Area Chamber of  
Commerce, Highlands Chamber of  Com-
merce, SCC Small Business Center, WCU 
Small Business and Technology Develop-
ment Center and Mountain BizWorks. 

Mountain BizWorks is the adminis-
trator of  the emergency loans program, 
with funding being provided by the Macon 
County Board of  Commissioners from 
the county’s economic development fund. 
Mountain BizWorks is managing a similar 
fund for Jackson County. 

Reopening Macon Fund small business 
loans are designed to be flexible and rapid 
sources of  low-interest loan capital to help 
local Macon County businesses meet press-
ing needs and navigate the COVID-19 crisis. 
Repayment is expected either from more 
permanent funding sources (like SBA Disas-
ter Loans) or from the future cash flow of  
the business.

The loans are between $2,500 and 
$10,000, based on the business’s pre-CO-
VID19 revenue and is expected to be paid 

back after six months at a low interest rate 
of  four percent. Businesses have to have 
been in operating in Macon County for at 
least one year and have between one and 
50 employees – allowing self-employed 
residents to be eligible. The business has to 
have demonstrated a loss of  revenue of  25 
percent or more due to COVID19. 

According to Jenkins, the funding 
source will be available until the $257,000 
allocated by the county is distributed. With 
state and federal loans such as the Paycheck 
Protection funding begins to run out, Jen-
kins believes that the county loan program 
will provide additional support for small 
businesses. 

“I think we are going to see an increase 
in applicants as the federal loan programs 
expire,” Jenkins said. “It is going to be a 
while before our economy fully recovers 
and our businesses are still in need of  help.”

For more information and to see how 
to apply for funds go to mountainbizworks.
org.
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•investing at 4,118 ft.• 

Carl Romberg, BIC
Landmark Realty
Highlands office

Changes are coming
“Change is the law of  life, and those who 

look only to the past or present are certain to miss 
the future.” 

– John F. Kennedy

For many years Highlands was a 
quaint town comprised of  year-
round locals and the seasonal resi-

dents from places in Florida, Georgia, 
South Carolina, etc. The season was May 
through October, then most homes were 
winterized and seasonal residents returned 
home. Many of  these were small cabins 
that had no heat and were not built for 
year-round use. 

Between the 1960s and 2008, growth 
occurred bringing numerous develop-
ments including clubs and neighborhoods 
tucked into different areas. The earlier 
homes still were built for seasonal use, but 
there started to be more and more built for 
year-round use, to accommodate weekend-
ers that lived within a 2-hour drive of  here.

Also during these years we saw the 
addition or expansion of  facilities like the 
Highlands-Cashiers Hospital, the Hud-

son Library, churches, the Per-
forming Arts Center and the 
Bascomb, just to mention a 
few. There were several hotels 
and inns, as well as B&B’s and 
various restaurants, boutiques, 
furniture and antique stores. 
Throughout these times the 
town remained seasonal, with 
most businesses and restaurants 
closing during the off  season.

Over the past 15 years 
or so, we have slowly seen the 
town open up more and more 
during the off  season. Fami-
lies are here for Thanksgiving, 
Christmas & New Years. Cou-
ples come for a romantic mountain get-
away to celebrate Valentine’s Day or an an-
niversary. Businesses hold planning retreats 
during the winter months and destination 
weddings happen all year long. There are 
still some retail businesses and restaurants 
that close during the off  season, but the 
majority of  them are open almost all year, 

sometimes with just a short 
break. Most of  the B&B’s 
have gone away, but numer-
ous vacation rentals are avail-
able. And the hotels and inns 
offer a variety of  options 
ranging from world-class to 
the rustic and quaint.

My point is that the 
town of  Highlands has 
changed greatly over the 
past 60 years, but at a fairly 
slow pace. Even that pace 
has been too fast for many 
people who just do not want 
things to change. 

The pandemic is going 
to leave many different impacts on society 
and our culture, and I expect that we are 
going to see changes here at a much faster 
rate than the past, but also more for the 
positive than what will occur in metro and 
urban areas.

Highlands is a very unique place offer-
ing many different lifestyle options includ-

ing outdoor activities like hiking, boating 
or fishing. There is an active arts culture 
and variety of  unique restaurants. We have 
events like the antique car shows, con-
certs, art shows and food & wine festivals. 

Not that people are flying much now, 
but there are several airport options with-
in a couple of  hours from here. 

The town has been pro-active re-
garding items like a fiber optic network, 
planning and beautification. We have the 
Highlands-Cashiers Land Trust that con-
tinues to save parcels of  land and build 
additional trails. 

These are just some of  the many rea-
sons, along with our cool summer tem-
peratures, that we will become even more 
attractive to prospective home buyers that 
see that they can now work remotely. 

One of  the most common questions 
I now get is about internet options and 
speed, as buyers plan to work remotely at 
least part of  the time they spend here. 

PA M N E L L I SC O L E F U H R M A N D AV I D L E V I N E

B O B R A D I G A N B R I A N R E N F R O C A R L R O M B E R G BROKER-IN-CHARGE

225 MAIN STREET  ·  HIGHLANDS, NC 28741 WWW.LANDMARKRG.COM  ·  828-526-4663
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�SUMMER HOUSE 
Complete Home Furnishings 

White Glove Delivery Throughout The Southeast & Beyond 
2089 Dillard Road, Highlands I 2 miles from Main Street I 828-526-5577 I www.summerhousehighlands.com 

3 5 t h  S e a s o n
A n n i v e r s a r y  S A L E

40% to 60% off
25% off  all cleaning and repairs

85% off  on Red Tag Item
The name that you have trusted for the last 35 years.

While some volunteers had 
to take a leave in light of  COVID, 
according to the Director of  the 
Highlands Food Pantry, Marty 
Rosenfield, the food bank has seen 
a surge in willing and able volun-
teers in recent months.

“It takes a village, and High-
lands has no lack of  stepping up 
and volunteering,” Rosenfield said.

When the virus hit, the High-
lands Food Pantry saw a decrease 
in demand from clients located 
outside of  the Town of  High-
lands, but an increase in demand 
from Highlands residents. 

Rosenfield managed to stay 
ahead of  the food shortages by 
stocking up on items before the 
shelves were wiped clean.

“I didn’t know where this was 
all going, so I immediately decided 
that I was going to try to bring in 

a six-week supply of  everything . 
. . so I have not been hurting for 
distribution items,” Rosenfield said.

The Highlands Food Pantry 
is primarily funded through dona-
tions, and they have seen a signifi-
cant increase in donations over the 
past few months. Cullasaja Country 
Club, in particular, has collected a 
considerable number of  donations 
for the food pantry. According to 
Rosenfield, a number of  the coun-
try club’s residents have given thou-
sands in personal donations.

In order to honor social dis-
tancing precautions, the Highlands 
Food Pantry is only allowing three 
or four volunteers in the building at 
a time and requiring that they stay 
six to eight feet apart. They are al-
ways accepting donations that allow 
them to continue to provide their 
services to those in need in the 

community. 
You can donate food and 

money and get more information 
on becoming a volunteer at their 
website, internationalfriendship-
center.org. They are located at 
348 S 5th St, Highlands, North 
Carolina and are open Monday-
Friday 10 a.m.-3 p.m. or by ap-
pointment.

The Highlands Emergency 
Council has also experienced an 
increased demand for their ser-
vices. In May, the Emergency 
Council was providing goods to 
80 families, twice a month, and 
now the number of  families the 
Emergency Council is helping 
has skyrocketed to 200+ families, 
twice a month.

In order to keep volunteers 
safe, the floor at the Emergency 

...FOOD BANKS continued from page 1

• See FOOD BANKS page 16
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We are anxious to welcome you with a smile, 
a refreshing Planter’s Punch 

and share our slice of paradise with you.
Come enjoy some rest and relaxation in true Jamaican style

Call us. We look forward to welcoming you.
855-998-6372
Jamaica Inn

Main Street • Ocho Rios, Jamaica

Jamaica Inn is reopening!
Jamaicainn.com

ESTATE SALE 
72 Zermatt Circle, Highlands 

Friday- Sun,July 17-19, 10-5 
Stylish Gal Downsizing! 

Furnishings: Steinway Baby Grand, Baker Dining Table, Chippendale Chairs, Carved Cherry Poster Queen Beds, French Sofa, Baker China Cabinet, Outdoor Furniture & More: clocks, Staffordshire, plant stands, lighting, glassware & china, linens, sterling, golf clubs, prints, rugs, throw pillows 
Masks Required 

Full House Estate Sales 

828-526-6004
Directions: First left after the post office on 64 toward Franklin onto Holt Knob, Straight up to Lucerne, then left onto Zermatt 

Mountain Findings Thrift Store on Spruce St. is 
open every Friday and Saturday from 10a to 4p

...INVESTING continued from page 9
Unfortunately, there will probably 

be some casualties of  businesses or res-
taurants here. We already have a different 
retail scene than 10-12 years ago. Howev-
er, looking ahead, there will be entrepre-
neurs that choose to open here because 
of  all that we offer, and as the year-round 
population increases, there will be more 
to support the local businesses. Even with 
the growth, I think it will be a long while 
before we meet the requirements that the 

chain restaurants and box stores need to 
make their business models successful, 
which will help our town maintain the 
charm that makes us unique.

• Carl Romberg is a full-time High-
lands resident and the Broker in Charge 
of  Landmark Realty Group’s Highlands 
Office located at 225 Main Street. Feel 
free to stop by and visit with him, or 
reach him at 678-936-9309 or carl@Land-
markRG.com 

Upstairs and Across the Walkway at 
“Falls on Main” Highlands

Open at 9a Tues.-Sat. • 828-526-3939

Owner/Stylist: Lacy Jane Villardo
Stylists: Heahter Escandon

Maggie Barden, Bri Field, Desiray Schmitt 
and Cali Smolarsky

Nail Tech: Jenna Schmitt
Massage Therapist: Brenda Lopez

Hair • Nails • Waxing • Tanning • Facials
Massages • Eyelash Extensions 

Walk-ins Welcome!

526-5999
Located at 680 N. 4th. St., Highlands

Carrying a wide variety of  
natural products for your  

Mind, Body & Home.
Open Mon.-Sat. 9a to 5:30p

Organic Fresh Juices & Smoothies  
and Salads “On the Go!”
Open Mon.-Sat. 9a to 5p

...SCHOOLS continued from page 1

• See SCHOOLs page 14

for another three weeks (until Friday, Aug. 7) 
and said school superintendents could pick 
either Plan B or C to reopen schools.

“Plan B is the baseline for the state 
– we will move forward with plan B but 
school systems can decide for themselves if  
Plan C is best for them,” he said.

Plan C is 100% remote learning at 
home. 

Plan B requires social distancing, face 
coverings at all times for teachers, staff  and 
students in grades K-12 as well as symptom 
checks for everyone entering school build-
ings, among other things..

“This means a limited number of  
people in the buildings and it might mean 
alternate days or weeks,” he said. “One-way 
traffic within the schools is also encouraged 
as well as eating lunch in classrooms if  the 
cafeteria can’t accommodate students for 
social distancing and capacity, and no large 
gatherings in auditoriums at this time.”

Gov. Cooper said the state is furnishing 
five reusable masks for each teacher, staff  
member and student as well as cleaning sup-

plies because classrooms, buses and equip-
ment will have to be cleaned consistently.

“The Macon County School System 
has been preparing for the reopening of  
our schools on August 17,” said MC School 
Superintendent Dr. Chris Baldwin. “We are 
excited that the Governor’s Order will al-
low 50% of  our students to return to our 
classrooms on a daily basis. We are finaliz-
ing our Plan B and will present these plans 
to the Board of  Education for its approval 
on Monday night. Moving students within 
the facilities will be done to improve social 
distancing, but we still can’t exceed the 50% 
capacity of  the buildings.”

The 50% capacity is part of  Phase 2 
restrictions which are in effect statewide for 
all businesses and gathering places.

Superintendent Baldwin said his prin-
cipals, teachers and staff  had been develop-
ing detailed plans for all three possibilities, 
A, B, and C, as well as planning for those 
parents who may choose to homeschool 
their children and who will then continue 
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...LETTERS continued from page 5

~ Home Decor 
~ Gifts 

~ Jewelry

468 Carolina Way 
Highlands

(Between N. 4th & N. 5th)
828-526-3909

Yard Art Open 
for outside pickup & delivery

COREY JAMES GALLERY
& Estate Consignments

(828) 526-4818
On the corner of 3rd & Spring

speech limitation is “hate speech.” This is the basis of  the cancel culture, which grew 
from college campuses to our current infected and infested zeitgeist. To many, “hate 
speech” has become whatever someone disagrees with. It is a terrible thing to silence or 
to be silenced by an ersatz elite cadre of  people who so intensely disagree with free and 
robust discourse.

Our country was founded on the ability of  speakers to “comfort the afflicted and 
afflict the comfortable” - with whatever speech necessary.

What is it about “free” that we don’t understand?
Jim Graber

Franklin

“You are my Sunshine, my only Sunshine
You make me happy when skies are gray

You’ll never know Dear how much I love you
Please don’t take my Sunshine away.”

Dear Editor,
Written in 1929 by Oliver Hood, a popular musician from La Grange, GA. Oliver 

Hood had eight children, worked in a Cotton Mill – not much money or sophistication. 
He never applied for copyright and never received any compensation.

Jimmy Davis country music star and future Governor of  Louisiana filed and re-
ceived rights to song in 1939. It is now the State Song of  Louisiana. Jimmy Davis’s estate 
is still receiving compensation every time “You are my Sunshine” is recorded or used in 
a movie.

It has been recorded by Gene Autry, Bing Crosby, Lawrence Welk, Nat King Cole, 
Ray Charles, Andy Williams,

Aretha Franklin, Anne Murray, Johnny Cash, Carley Simon and many, many more.
In 1959 Oliver Hood wrote: 

“Somewhere the sun is shining.
But there’s rain in my Heart today

There’s no denying, my heart keeps crying
Somebody stole my Sunshine away.”

Kenny Youmans
Highlands

The true story of the origins of the song 
‘You Are My Sunshine’

Chestnut Hill, 
a residential retirement community on a quiet 
mountain top in Highlands, NC, has spacious 
Independent and Assisted Living Apartments.

It is a full-service, Medicaid Certified community. 

For further information call Linda Tiffany at 
828-526-5251 or 904-514-4896
www.chestnuthillofhighlands.com

Meet Jewelry Artist Suzy Landa 
and Trunk Show

July 24 and 25 10am-5pm
Private appointments available

Peak Experience
2820 Dillard Rd, Highlands, NC 828-526-0229

Dear Editor,
Regarding the letter-to-editor by Danny Crane entitled “Not everyone can wear a 

mask” in the July 9 edition of  Highlands Newspaper – masks do not stop microns but 
they do stop vapor that carries virus particles. 

If  you don’t like wearing a mask, wear a face shield. By not taking precautions in 
public you are making a statement that you don’t care about other people. 

Please, this is a health issue, not a political issue.
David Stearns

Franklin

Show you care about your fellow man – 
wear a mask

Dear Editor,
In a recent letter in the July 9 edition entitled “Not everyone can wear a mask”, the 

writer concluded that “masks were ineffective and do not protect anyone from Covid -19 or 
any other virus “ because the viruses are so small.” This has been disproven.

An article published in June 2020 in one of  the most important medical journals “The 
Lancet”

Why you should wear a mask if you can!
Do unto others as you would have them do unto you

• See LETTERS page 14



• See WORD MATTER page 19

Highlands Aerial Park 
Open Daily

with increased Covid19 protocol for staff & guests.

Guided UTV Tours of our park’s 95 acres adjoining 100,000 acres of NFS. 
Tour features: 

Forest and meadows, waterfalls and long range views, flora, fauna, 
and climate influences, and a 400-year history of our area. 

NEW THIS YEAR: 

G o  t o  H i g h l a n d s a e r i a l p a r k . c o m 
for details and to book your 

reservation for:
• Zipline Canopy Tours

• Family Challenge Course
• Giant Swing

• Dual 40’ Tree Climb
• Complimentary Nature Trails

•WorD Matter•

(828) 382-8884 
1625 Dillard Rd • Scaly Mountain, NC
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Bud Katz

212 South 4th Street | 828-787-1877                                                                                          
Visit OldEdwardsHospitality.com/Acorns to View Full Line Up

Each of Carol Misner’s 
paintings are a unique 

interpretation of flora, in 
monochromatic tones, 

reflecting the simple beauty, 
gracefulness and fragility of 

the botanical it portrays. 

 Carol Misner
Saturday, July 18

Involuntary Opinion – 
Confirmation Bias: 
It’s a Scary Thing

I’ve written before about 
how a closely held belief  
or opinion can prevent 

an individual, or a large swath 
of  American society, from 
accepting an equally powerful 
fact, or set of  facts. An Is-
raeli study attached a name to 
this phenomenon: it’s called 
Involuntary Opinion-Confir-
mation Bias. 

An example cited by the 
study asked students if  a par-
ticular sentence – “The In-
ternet are making people more isolated.” 
– was grammatically correct. A number 
of  students who agreed with the senti-
ment said the sentence was grammatically 
correct. It wasn’t. “The Internet is mak-
ing people more isolated” would be gram-
matically correct. 

The bias demonstrated that if  some-
one wants to believe something, there’s an 
excellent chance the person will believe 
something incorrect, even when present-
ed with facts in opposition to what the 
person wants to believe.

Way back when, in the year 2000, I 
was at a business function when a con-
versation about America’s role in Viet-
nam turned ugly. Someone (not me) said 
that America should never have gotten 
involved in Vietnam, and that we were 
defeated by a smaller, more determined 
enemy. Another person at the table, who 
actually served on the ground in Vietnam, 
went berserk. I’ll spare you the colorful 
language.

“How the (heck) can you say that?” 
the veteran, Eddie, screamed. “Not only 
should we have been there, but we won 
that blankety-blank war. I know! I was 
there!”

The contrarian, Tom, responded 
calmly, using facts, and opinions support-
ed by facts.

“What did we win, Eddie?” he asked. 
“Did we turn back the insurgency from 
the North? No. Did we acquire Vietnam’s 
natural resources? No. Did we install a 
democratically elected government? No. 
So, in what way did we win in Vietnam?”

Eddie responded, “We stopped com-

munism,” he said. 
“No, we didn’t, Eddie,” 

Tom said. “Communism 
stopped itself  10 years ago. In 
Vietnam, we lost 58,000 men, 
and as we now know, the war 
was based on lies.”

“I was proud to serve,” 
Eddie said, indignantly. 

“I’m proud of  you for 
serving, Eddie,” he said. “But 
we didn’t win anything in Viet-
nam, or in Korea, for that mat-
ter.”

“What are you talking about,” Eddie 
exploded. “Of  course we won in Korea.”

“Actually,” Tom said, patiently, “in 
Korea, the North is still the North and the 
South is still the South. We’ve managed to 
keep the North at bay, but there are still two 
Koreas. We have thousands of  American 
troops over there just to keep the North 
from overrunning the South. We may not 
have lost in Korea, but we didn’t win.”

I don’t know whether Eddie changed 
his belief  about our role in either war. He 
stormed off  and we never spoke of  it again.

Arguing with someone who chooses 
to believe something regardless of  facts or 
evidence to the contrary, is like standing in 
a storm and pushing the umbrella upwards, 
believing the rain will change direction. 

We hold beliefs and opinions based 
in great part on how, when and where we 
were brought up. We trusted our parents, 
teachers, religious leaders and other author-
ity figures – sometimes, even elected offi-
cials – to always tell us the truth. We form a 
belief  system based on this trust. And, over 
time, in our minds, they turn from belief  
and opinion to fact and truth.

As adults, we sometimes find inconsis-
tencies in these teachings. We have our own 
set of  circumstances and understandings, 
and, if  we think critically, we change some 
of  these opinions and beliefs to conform 
with the realities of  our individual experi-
ence. In other words, we allow ourselves 
the intellectual flexibility to change what 
we believe.

We all know change is hard. It’s easier 
to hold onto things that gave us comfort 
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...LETTERS continued from page 12Returning by 
customer request! 

Meet jewelry designer SUZYLANDA 
Trunk Show 

Friday and Saturday 
July 24 and 25 
10 a.m.-5 p.m. 

364 Main Street • Highlands • 828-526-9415

Washable & Adjustable 
Face Masks for 

Adults & Kiddos
• One size fits most 

• Kiddos 3-10 years old 
• Carbon Filters Available, 

too!

Multi-pack disposable 
masks for kids also 

available. 

– Established 1993 –

analyzed over 170 studies and it 
was felt that masks Significantly 
Reduce the risk of  viral transmis-
sion.

Although, as pointed out by 
the previous writer, viruses are very 
small, it was not mentionedthat 
viruses are mostly trapped within 
the far larger droplets of  saliva 
and are caught to a considerable 
degree within the mask of  an in-
fected individual when they speak 

or cough. That is the most impor-
tant aspect of  the mask.

You are also partially protect-
ed by wearing one. Masks com-
bined with physical distancing is 
the way to be safe.

There are many individuals 
who have Covid -19 who will have 
no symptoms and others that have

not yet developed symptoms. 
All of  them can pass on an infec-
tion, but masks can stop a high 

proportion.
The previous writer is cer-

tainly correct that certain individ-
uals cannot and should not wear 
a mask but they should protect 
themselves by the use of  physi-
cally distancing since if  they were 
to become infected they are at 
high risk for developing a severe 
case.

Michael S. Levine, M.D.
Highlands

with remote learning.
“Opening schools under any 

of  the three plans is complicated 
and challenging. We have utilized 
parent and staff  surveys to help us 
develop plans for reopening,” he 
said. “We had intended to send out 
another survey for both parents 
and staff  in late July or early August 
to better refine our plans. With the 
recent local spike in COVID cases, 
it seems likely that parent and staff  
inclinations may have changed 
which means that the plans that we 
have already developed will need to 
be modified.”

As of  press time, Wednesday 
morning, North Carolina report-
ed 89,484 cases, 1,552 deaths. In 
Macon County, 340 cases, (63 in 
Highlands) and one death. There 
are 369 tests pending. 

In fact, Gov. Cooper said even 
the plans he put in motion Tues-
day depend on the status of  cases 
moving forward – whether they 
level off  or increase. “So please 
wear a mask for our children, if  
nothing else,” he said.

“We have been conducting 
careful, collaborative, painstaking 
work working with information 
and science and we know there will 
always be some risk with in-person 
learning,” said Cooper.

Since school starts in about a 
month, everyone has been anxious 
to know how “the plan” will work 
– teachers, parents and students.

“Yes, parents, teachers, and 
the community have been con-
cerned about the upcoming school 
year,” said Baldwin. “Please be as-
sured that I am deeply concerned 
about safely reopening our schools 
this fall. If  we reopen the safety 

of  our students and staff  is para-
mount. We will need to remediate 
to help students who may have 
suffered from lost learning and en-
gagement and since we are at 50% 
capacity with Plan B – which still 
includes five remote learning days 
– we must deliver instruction so 
that our students have the best op-
portunities possible.”

Baldwin said his central of-
fice and principals have met sev-
eral times this summer to discuss 
reopening plans and strategies and 
they will continue to plan and pre-
pare right up until August 17th. 

In preparation, The Jump 
Start program has been set up for 
2 weeks this summer. The program 
has been limited by the legislation 
which provided the funding and it 
can only be used for K-4 students 
who were identified as in need of  
remediation on March 13, 2020. 

“We have also set aside some 
of  the Jump Start money to iden-
tify those students showing the 
greatest need once school begins,” 
said Baldwin. “This is significant 
because while we know which stu-
dents were behind on March 13th, 
we are unsure which students are 
significantly behind as a result of  
the school closing and summer 
break. We won’t know the students 
who suffered the most until school 
actually begins. We may utilize 
some of  the Jump Start funding 
for after-school remediation, too, 
but it has to be spent by Dec. 31, 
2020.”

Meanwhile, all over Macon 
County there are families either 
with unreliable internet or none 
at all and this is another obstacle 
the school system must clear since 

the state mandated there be five 
remote learning days this ’20-
’21 school year regardless of  the 
startup plan.

“We are reaching out to com-
munity centers, fire departments 
even churches to set up wireless 
hotspots for families,” said Bald-
win. “The school system will also 
be providing a device to all stu-
dents in grades 5th through 12th 
as well as a device to any student 
in grades K-4, who may not have 
one in the home,” said Baldwin.

The Advance Highlands 
Education Committee (AHEC) 
in Highlands has been work-
ing on that issue, too, submitting 
grants to get funds for Highlands 
School’s remaining tech needs pri-
marily for middle and high school 
students as well, as iPads for mid-
dle school since their textbooks 
are pivoting to digital like in the 
high school. 

“These are critical for each 
student to have with the require-
ment of  remote learning and 
they’ll be allowed to use them at 
home,” said AHEC board mem-
ber Hilary Wilkes. “Many of  our 
students do not have this tech-
nology at home and with many 
homes having multiple learners 
it’s important to have individual 
devices.”

Highlands School Princi-
pal Brian Jetter said they will be 
designing the school reopening 
around the guidelines in Plan B 
but the real specifics will be com-
ing as they address all the issues 
and design the protocols needed 
to maintain the structure of  the 
school. 

– Kim Lewicki

...SCHOOLS continued from page 11
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Our foundation was formed by concerned citizens who believe 

that by working together, we can lift and sustain the overall 

health and well-being of everyone who lives, works and plays 

in our treasured mountain communities.

We search for and support transformative, eff ective solutions 

that connect our neighbors with vital resources.

Please join us, and together we can make a diff erence. 

To learn how you can help, visit hchealthfnd.org.

lifting THE health 
OF OUR NEIGHBORS

Lifting health and well-being, together

hchealthfnd .org

...SUNSET ROCKS continued from page 1

top for maintenance and event purpos-
es,” said HCLT Stewardship Coordina-
tor Kyle Pursel. “The road, having been 
abandoned by the Town, has degraded 
and washed out in many spots, leading to 
large trenches and swales that make driv-
ing most vehicles near impossible. The 
Town and us put up signs trying to warn 
people, but they ignored the warnings and 
kept getting cars stuck.”

However, according to Town staff, 
Sunset Park Drive was never owned by 
the town. A portion is private land and 
the rest is Highlands Land Trust property. 

Over the years, the Town spent 
thousands of  dollars annually scraping 
and graveling the road to ensure it was ac-
cessible by EMS vehicles and power line 
maintenance half-way up the road.

Due to Highlands weather, the gravel 
that was put in the holes on the road rou-
tinely eroded into culverts eventually find-
ing its way onto Highlands Biological Sta-
tion property across Horse Cove Road.

Due to the cost and futility of  the ef-
fort, in 2018, the Town decided to stop 
maintaining it all together. With signage, 
the public was encouraged to walk up to 
the vista rather than to drive, because only 
high-clearance vehicles would be able to 
drive the road.

Pursel said staff  tried doing the work 
by hand, but the amount of  work neces-

sary versus HCLT’s staffing capability, com-
bined with the amount of  rain Highlands 
receives made that a futile effort. 

“Luckily at the end of  last year, the late 
Hillrie Quin and his wife Beverly donated a 
small John Deere tractor to us,” said Pursel. 
“Eventually, we managed to get the tractor 
to the site and started dragging the road to 
the best of  the tractor’s capabilities over 
the course of  a few weeks in-between rain 
events.”

However, in a sad twist of  fate the trac-
tor broke down just as HCLT was finishing 
up the work and now sits at the top serving 
as another barrier to vehicular travel. 

As such, HCLT has put signs out 
warning people that vehicular traffic may 
be impossible and urging pedestrian access 
only – which is what the Town encouraged 
two years ago.

“We are actively working on find-
ing someone to come out and help fix the 
tractor,” said Pursel. “Once we get it back 
running, we will be moving it back off  the 
property and plan to bring it back periodi-
cally as needed and as our time and capa-
bilities allow. The tractor is not a permanent 
solution, nor does it do enough of  a job 
to allow small, unraised cars to necessarily 
pass on the road, so all-wheel drive and or 
higher clearance cars will likely be necessary 
to make it to the top even after the tractor 
is gone.”

HCLT staff man the John Deere tractor donated by the Quin family, but the tractor has broken 
down. Work will start back up once it is fixed. 
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Wilbanks Smile Center

706-886-9439 • 800-884-9439
278 East Doyle St. • Toccoa, GA

COMPLETE DENTAL CARE UNDER ONE ROOF

You are only 50 miles away from 40 years experience in 
top-notch, high-tech, one-stop dentistry known for its gentle touch. 

www.WilbanksSmileCenter.com

• Dental Implants • Root Canal Therapy
• SINGLE VISIT CROWNS! 

• Orthodontics including Invisalign  
• Wisdom Teeth Extractions 

and of course ...
• Fillings and Cleanings

(IV Sedation, too)

Dr. Joseph H. Wilbanks, D.D.S.

• 

72_�, 
DIAMONDS 

ARE A GIRL'S 

!3�ff[Fted/ 

Fine Custom Jewelry 

Full Service Jeweler • Repairs • Restorations • Appraisals 

152 S. 2nd Street I Highlands, NC I 828-526-5858 
www.JannieBeanDesigns.com 

•Business/org neWs• 

Members of  the Mountain-
top Rotary gathered outdoors at 
the home of  Bill Zoellner for a 
Handover celebration, and pass-
ing of  the gavel, capping the year 
with Dr. John Baumrucker as 
President. This was the third time 
Dr. John has served as a Rotary 
President.

There was much to celebrate, 
including a 30 percent rise in 
membership, excellent projects 
and great results, but also pride 
that the club had never missed a 
meeting due to Covid. Thanks to 
the tech leadership of  incoming 
President, Kirk Dornbush, the 
club met every week on Zoom 
and boasted 80-90 percent atten-
dance every week.

At the celebration. Rotary 
District Foundation chair, Carol 
King, recognized the club for 
being 4th overall in the district 
for per capita Foundation giv-
ing. Mountaintop Rotary is an all 
Paul Harris Fellow club and every 
member gives quarterly. In addi-
tion, Gerry and Avery Doubleday 
were recognized for becoming 
members of  the Rotary Founda-
tion Bequest Society.

Treasurer of  Mountain-
top Rotary, Karen Armour was 
named Rotarian of  the Year and 
others recognized for service were 
longtime Secretary Ann Greenlee, 
Past President Duncan Greenlee, 
and Michael Mavrek who is now 
President Elect.

Highlands Mountaintop Rotary 
‘Handover Ceremony’

Rotary District Foundation chair, Carol King, recognized Gerry and Avery 
Doubleday for becoming members of the Rotary Foundation Bequest So-
ciety.

The Rotary gavel is passed to Dr. John Baumrucker for the third time.

Council has been marked by tape 
with the appropriate distance to 
keep between individuals in order 
to respect social distancing pre-
cautions. Additionally, most vol-
unteers wear a mask during their 
shifts, and only three customers 
are allowed in the building at one 
time. Food boxes are set outside of  
the door for a no-contact pickup 
process for customers.

Maryanne Creswell, the 
Emergency Council’s Program/
Project Coordinator, said that al-
though they are anticipating a de-
crease in funds due to the cancel-
ation of  their fundraising events, 
the Emergency Council is still 
committed to serving the people 
of  Highlands.

“We’ve been doing this since 
’85, and we’re still hanging in there 

doing the best we can,” Creswell 
said.

The Emergency Council is 
always looking for more volun-
teers. For information on how 
you can get involved by donating 
food or funds please call (828) 
526-4357. They are located at 71 
Poplar St, Highlands, North Caro-
lina and are open Monday-Friday 
10 a.m.-2 p.m.
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At Carolina Way

828-526-2665 • 442 Carolina Way

The 
Custom 
House

Going out of Business
STOREWIDE SALE

50% OFF
• Lighting
• Pottery

• Rugs
• Pillows

GOOD SKIN CARE IS AS IMPORTANT NOW AS EVER 

Call 828-526-3783 
PlasticSurgeryToday .com 

The Center for 
Plastic Surgery
can discuss 
Skin Care and keep 
you supplied with:

Obagi,
including the new 
ELASTIderm 
Facial Serum

Jan Iredale
Makeup

Open i\Ionday to Saturday 
10a to Sp, Sunday 1 to Sp 

The Dry Sink Main Street Highlands, NC 

•Business/org neWs• 
 Highlands American Legion Post 370 announces 

Awards Ceremony
There has been an active 

American Legion Post in High-
lands North Carolina since 
1946. Through the years return-
ing Veterans have kept the Post 
going with membership as low 
as 9 to a one time high of  146. 
The current membership of  55 
American veterans continues 
to serve the four pillars of  the 
American Legion:

1. Veterans Affairs & Reha-
bilitation

2. National Security
3. Americanism
4. Children & Youth
The American Legion cel-

ebrated its 100th Anniversary 
on March 19, 2019 and refamil-
iarized their members of  with 
meaning of  the Emblem of  the 
American Legion.

The rays of  the sun: 
The rays of  the sun form 

the background of  the emblem 
and suggest the Legion’s prin-
ciples will dispel the darkness of  
violence and evil.

The Wreath: 
The wreath forms the cen-

ter, in loving memory of  those 
brave comrades who gave their 
lives in the service of  the United 
States that liberty might endure.

The star: 
The star, victory symbol of  

World War 1, symbolizes honor, 
glory and constancy. The let-
ters “U.S.” leave no doubt as 
the brightest star in the Legion’s 
constellation.

Inner rings: 
The smaller of  two inner 

rings set upon the star represents 
service to our community, states 
and nation. The larger outer ring 
pledges loyalty to Americanism.

Outer rings: 
The larger of  the two outer 

rings signifies the rehabilitation 
of  our sick and disabled com-
rades. The smaller inside ring de-
notes the welfare of  America’s 
children.

The words: 
The words “American Le-

gion” tie the ring together for 
truth, remembrance, constancy, 
loyalty, honor, service, veteran’s 
affairs and rehabilitation, children 
and youth, national security and 
Americanism.

Due to the restrictions from 
the CDC and the impact of  the 
Covid 19 Virus, the Highlands 
American Legion Post 370 has 
not met since their February 
Meeting. They ordinarily meet on 
the third Saturday of  each month 
at 9AM for a breakfast followed 
by their meeting at 10AM. They 
meet at the Faith and Fellowship 
Center of  the Highlands United 
Methodist Church at 315 Main 
Street in Highlands.

The current Commander 
of  Post 370, Ed McCloskey, did 
not want these announcements 
to go unnoticed due to the lack 
of  meeting opportunities so the 
awards will be made to these re-
cipients at the Veterans Plaza 
on Saturday July 18th at 10AM. 
CDC guidelines will be followed 
including masks. All are welcome 
to view and congratulate at ap-
propriate social distancing. The 
recipients of  the following awards 
will be recognized this Saturday.

• Honorary Life Member
• Legionnaire of  the Year
• Meritorious Service
• Meritorious Service
• Meritorious Service.
Congratulations in advance 

to these Veterans and all who 
proudly served with distinction 
and continue to serve this com-
munity and this nation.

Post 370 welcomes all Veter-
ans to join the Legion and contin-
ue their oath by making a differ-
ence in our community and across 
the nation.

The American Legion pub-
lished this 8 point “Veteran’s 
Creed” in 2018:

1. I am an American Veteran.
2. I proudly served my coun-

try.
3. I live the values I learned 

in the military.
4. I continue to serve my 

community, my country and my 
fellow veterans.

5. I maintain my physical and 
mental discipline.

6. I continue to lead and im-
prove

7. I make a difference.
8. I honor and remember my 

fallen comrades.
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•sPirituaLLy sPeaking • Proverbs 3:5 • PLaces to WorshiP •
BLUE VALLEY BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Oliver Rice, Pastor (706) 782-3965

Sundays: School:10 a.m., Worship:11 
Sunday night services every 2nd & 4th Sunday at 7 

Wednesdays: Mid-week prayer meeting:7 p.m.
BUCK CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH

828-269-3546 • Rev. Jamie Passmore, Pastor
Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11 

CASHIERS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Rev. Wes Sharpe, Pastor 828-743-5298
Sundays: School at 9:30 Worship 10:30

Wednesday night Dinner and Service 5:30 
CHAPEL OF THE SKY

Sky Valley, GA • 706-746-2999 
Sundays: 10 a.m.:Worship 

Holy Communion 1st & 3rd Sundays 
CHRIST ANGLICAN CHURCH 

Rector: Jim Murphy, 252-671-4011 
464 US Hwy 64 east, Cashiers 

9:30a Early Service; 11a Worship Service; 
CHRIST CHURCH OF THE VALLEY, CASHIERS

Pastor Brent Metcalf • 743-5470
Sun.10:45am, S.S 9:30am. Wed. 6pm supper and teaching.

Tues. Guys study 8am, Gals 10am.
CLEAR CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH

Pastor Jim Kinard
Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11a.m. 
1st & 3rd Sunday night Service: 7.p.m.

Wednesdays –Supper at 6 p.m. 
COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH
www.cbchighlands.com • 526-4685
3645 Cashiers Rd, Highlands, NC 

Sr. Pastor Gary Hewins  
Sun.: 9:30am: Sunday School10:30am: Middle & High School; 

10:45am: Child. Program,10: 45am: Worship
Wed.: 5pm Dinner ($7 adult, $2 child), 6pm CBC U.

COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH OF SKY VALLEY
706.746.3144• 696 Sky Valley Way #447, 

Pastor Gary Hewins
Worship: Sun. 9 a.m., with Holy Communion the 1st & 3rd 
Sun.; Tues: Community Supper 5:30 followed by Bible Study. 
EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF THE INCARNATION

Rev. W. Bentley Manning • 526-2968
Monday-Friday: Morning Prayer at 8:15a. Sundays: 8 am 

Holy Eucharist Rite I; 9 am Sunday School; 10:30 am Holy 
Eucharist Rite II. Childcare available at 10:30

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH HIGHLANDS
828-526-4153 • www.fbchighlands.org

Dr. Mark Ford, Pastor• 220 Main Street, Highlands 
Sun.:Worship 10:45 am; Sun.: Bible Study 9:30 am

Wed.: Men’s Bible Study 8:30 am; Choir 5p; Prayer Mtg 6:15p 
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Curtis Fussell & Emily Wilmarth, pastors 

526-3175 • fpchighlands.org
Sun.: Worship 8:30a Adult Ed.: 9:30a.m.; Worship 11 a.m.

Mondays: Men’s Prayer Group & Breakfast 8 a.m. 
Wed: Choir:6p

GOLDMINE BAPTIST CHURCH
(Off Franklin/Highlands Rd) 

Sunday School:10 am, Worship Service:11 am
GRACE COMMUNITY CHURCH OF CASHIERS

Non-Denominational-Contemporary Worship
242 Hwy 107N, 1/4 miles from Crossroads in Cashiers

www.gracecashiers.com • Pastor Steve Doerter: 743-9814
Services: Sundays 10am - Wed. - 7pm; Dinner - Wed. 6pm 

HAMBURG BAPTIST CHURCH

Hwy 107N. • Glenville, NC • 743-2729 • Nathan Johnson
Sunday: School 9:45a, Worship 11a & 7p, Bible Study 6p

Wed. Kidsquest 6p.; Worship 7p.
HIGHLANDS ASSEMBLY OF GOD

Randy Reed, Pastor 828-421-9172 • 165 S. Sixth Street  
Sundays: Worship:11 

HIGHLANDS CENTRAL BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Dan Robinson

670 N. 4th Street (next to the Highlands Civic Center)
Sun.: Morning Worship 10:45a., Evening Worship, 6p. 

Wednesday: Prayer Service, 6:30 p.
HIGHLANDS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

Pastor Randy Lucas 526-3376
Sun: School 9:45a.; Worship 9:09,10:50.; Youth 5:30 p.

Wed: Supper: 5:15; youth, & adults activities: 6; Handbell 
rehearsal, 6:15; Choir Rehearsal 7. (nursery provided ); 7pm 

Intercessory Prayer Ministry 
HOLY FAMILY LUTHERAN CHURCH: ELCA

Chaplain Margaret Howell • 2152 Dillard Road • 526-9741
Sun: School and Adult discussion group 9:30 a.m.;  

Worship/Communion:10:30; Early-Bird Christmas Eve service of 
Lessons and Carols, Sunday, Dec. 22, 10:30 am. 

All are welcome.
HEALING SERVICE on the 5th Sunday of the month.

MACEDONIA BAPTIST CHURCH
8 miles south of Highlands on N.C. 28 S in Satolah

Pastor Zane Talley
Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11, Choir:6 p.m.

Wed: Bible Study and Youth Mtg.:7 p.m.
MOUNTAIN SYNAGOGUE

at St. Cyprian’s Episcopal Church, Franklin • 828-524-9463
MOUNTAIN BIBLE CHURCH 

743-2583 • Independent Bible Church 
Sun:10:30 a.m. at Big Ridge Baptist Church,  

4224 Big Ridge Road (4.5 miles from NC 107) 
Weds: Bible Study 6:30 p.m.; Youth Group 6 p.m. 

OUR LADY OF THE MOUNTAINS  
CATHOLIC CHURCH

Rev. Fr. Jason K. Barone – 526-2418
Mass: Thurs. 12:10; Fri. 9am; Sun: 11 a.m.

SCALY MOUNTAIN BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Marty Kilby

Sundays: School –10 a.m.; Worship –11 a.m. & 7 
Wednesdays: Prayer Mtg.:7 p.m.

SCALY MOUNTAIN CHURCH OF GOD
290 Buck Knob Road; Pastor Donald G. Bates • 526-3212
Sun.: School:10 a.m.; Worship:10:45 a.m.; Worship: 6 p.m.

SHORTOFF BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Rev. Andy Cloer 

Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11 a.m. 
Wednesdays: Prayer & Bible Study:6 p.m. 
ST. JUDE’S CATHOLIC CHURCH
Mass: Thurs. 9am, Fri., 11am; Sun. 9am 

THE CHURCH OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD
1448 Highway 107 S., Office: 743-2359 • Rev. Rob Wood
June-Sept: Sunday Services: Rite I, 8a, Rite II, 9:15 & 11a

Nursery available for Rite II services
Sept 6-Oct 25-Informal Evening Eucharist-5:30 p.m. 

Thursday: Noon Healing Service with Eucharist.
UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST FELLOWSHIP 

85 Sierra Drive, Franklin • uufranklin.org  
Sunday Worship - 11 a.m. 

WHITESIDE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Rev. Sam Forrester/Cashiers

Sunday School:10 am, Worship Service:11 am

John 3:16

• See SPIRITUALLY SPEAKING page 19

What are 
we waiting 
for?

Archbishop 
John S. Erbelding

It sometimes seems that we live as if  we wondered 
when life was going to begin. As an old adage so cor-
rectly states, many spend their lives waiting for their 

ship to come in only to find out at the end they spent their 
entire life in a bus terminal. 

It isn’t always clear just what we are waiting for, but 
some of  us sometimes persist in waiting so long that life 
slips by – finding us still waiting for something that has 
been going on all the time.

There are fathers waiting for a better time to become 
acquainted with their sons, perhaps until other obligations 
are less demanding. But one of  these days these sons are 
going to be grown and gone, and the best years for know-
ing them, for enjoying them, for teaching, and for under-
standing them, may also be gone. 

There are mothers who at their earliest convenience 
sincerely intend to become closer to their daughters, who 
are going to be more companionable. But time passes, dis-
tance widens, and children grow up and away. 

There are old friends who are going to enjoy each 
other a little more. How many of  us remember that oft-
spoken phrase, “when all this is over we really have to get 
together more often.” This phrase is almost obligatory at 
every funeral. But the years move on. 

There are husbands and wives who are going to be 
more understanding, more considerate. But time alone 
does not draw people closer. 

There are men who are going to give up bad habits; 
there are people who are going to eat more wisely; there 
are those who are going to live within their means – some-
time soon. There are those who are going to take more 

Looking for a church home? 
Wayfarers Unity Chapel is a non denominational, 
inclusive church located at 182 Wayfarer Lane, off 

Highway 246 in Dillard, GA, just 1.7 miles from 
Highway 441 

Social time begins at 9:30 and services 
begin at 10 a.m. on Sundays

Visit our website www.wayfarersunity.org 
for more information, or call 706-746-3303



Highlands Police entries 
from July 2. Only the names 
of persons arrested, issued a 
Class-3 misdemeanor or public 
officials have been used.

July 2
• At 5:17 p.m., officers respond-

ed to a 2-vehicle accident on Big 
Bear Pen Road.

July 6
• At 5 p.m., Clarence James Mc-

Call, 27, of Highlands, was arrested 
on a warrant for offenses commit-
ted in another jurisdiction. He was 
issued a $10,000 secured bond. His 
trial date is July 28, 2020.

• At 5 p.m., Charles Christopher 
Tallent, 33, of Highlands, was arrest-
ed on a warrant for offenses com-
mitted in another jurisdiction. He 
was issued a $10,000 secured bond. 
His trial date is July 29, 2020.

July 7
• At 4 p.m., officers received a 

call from Oak Leaf Flower and Gar-
den regarding someone using a credit 
card fraudulently to steal $7,700. 

• At 5:40 p.m., officers responded 
to a call from ...on the Verandah about 
someone communicating threats.

July 10
• At 9 a.m., officers responded to 

a call from a man who was threat-
ened via text messages at a residence 
on Wingina Place.

The Highlands Fire & Rescue 
log from July 9.

July 9
• At 6:23 p.m., the dept. was first-

responders to a location on Main 
Street.

July 10
• At 3:26 p.m., the dept. respond-

•PoLice & fire rePorts•
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...SPIRITUALLY SPEAKING continued from 18

ed to a rescue call on Walking Stick 
Road where someone with a hurt leg 
couldn’t make it back from the falls.

• At 8:44 p.m., the dept. was first-
responders to a location on Chest-
nut Street.

July 11
• At 11:20 a.m., the dept. re-

sponded to a motor vehicle accident 
on US 64 west.

July 12

LAP SWIM (18+)
Monday-Friday • 6am-10am 

(6 lanes, 3 lanes required circle swim lanes)
Monday-Thursday • 5pm-7pm (1-2 lanes) (Shared Pool)

Saturday • 10am-11am (6 lanes)
WATER AEROBICS

Monday-Friday 10:15am-11am
PUBLIC SWIM

Monday-Thursday 11am-7pm
Friday & Saturday 11am-6pm

Sunday 1pm-6pm
RESTRICTIONS – MASKS REQUIRED ON DECK

No Pool Parties Available until further notice
Pool will be limited to 30 swimmers at a time.

Temperatures will be taken at sign in
Front office, bathrooms, showers and dressing rooms are open. Lockers are closed.

No equipment will be available for water aerobics or lap swim
Reservations for lap swim will not be available after Friday June 26

 Call the Pool at (828)526-1595 for more information.
NOTE:

The Civic Center is still closed while the town awaits Governor Roy Cooper’s 
Phase 3 annoucement.

•rec Park neWs•

Pool Hours Starting Saturday, June 27

• At 4:23 p.m., the dept. re-
sponded to a rescue call at a loca-
tion on US 64 west. A man fell down 
an embankment going after his dog 
but he was back up when the ambu-
lance got there and wasn’t injured.

July 13
• At 12:56 p.m., the dept. re-

sponded to a call of a chimney fire 
at a location on Half Mile Drive.

interest in their government, be more 
active in service and civic activities. But 
when?

When she was in college, my wife 
Susan knew Harry Chapin who sang the 
song “Cat’s In the Cradle” about a father 
who was just too busy doing everything 
but always promised his son that one day 
they’d get together. 

The son would say, “I’m gonna be 
like you, Dad, you know I’m gonna be 
like you.” And that’s how the son grew 
up. The son had a job and children of  
his own and finally said to his father, “I 
don’t know when, but we’ll get together 
then, Dad. We’re gonna have a good time 

then.”
There is no reason to doubt all such 

good intentions, but when in the world are 
we going to begin to live as if  we under-
stood that this is life? This is our time, our 
day, our generation. Heaven and the hereaf-
ter will have its own opportunities and ob-
ligations. This is the life in which the work 
of  this life is to be done. 

Today is as much a part of  eternity as 
was any day a thousand years ago or as will 
be any day a thousand years hence. This is 
it, whether we are thrilled or disappointed, 
busy or bored!

This is life, and it is passing. What are 
we waiting for?

when we were young. We’re sometimes 
frustrated by what we know. We find 
comfort in what we believe. We seek in-
formation, media, for example, leaders, in 
another example, that support our beliefs.

Millions of  Americans wanted to be-
lieve that Covid-19 would be gone by now, 
and our economy would roar back just be-
cause we believed it would. Well, we now 
know that hasn’t happened. And it won’t. 
Not for a while. That’s my opinion, hope-

fully informed by facts.
We have to fight the impulse to fol-

low a belief  system just because it makes 
us comfortable. Sometimes, for our own 
good, we need to be made uncomfortable.

It’s called Involuntary Opinion-Con-
firmation Bias, and, I believe, it’s one of  
the scariest psychological conditions that, 
as both individuals and as a nation, we’ve 
ever faced. 

...WORD MATTER continued from 13
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209 N. 4th Street
(Corner of N. 4th and Oak streets 

upstairs across from Town Hall. 

Phone: 828-526-3241
Fax: 828-482-9019
Email: rachelbkelleyllc@gmail.com

Rachel B. Kelley, PMHNP-BC
ARNP - Board Certified
Psychiatric • Mental Health
Medication Management
Positive Wellness

Whiteside Cove  
Cottages

800-805-3558 • 828-526-2222

5 new log cabins 
nestled in the hemlocks 
on 25 acres at the base 

of Whiteside 
Mountain.

,:. 
VIVA WELLNESS 
526-1566

CBD � HEALS 
• 50 mg CBD 30 Pressed Tabs

• 50 mg CBD 30 Gel Caps
• I 00 mg CBD 30 Gel Caps

• CBD cream and balm
Also Available: 

Far Infrared Sauna Capsule 
Massage Spa Capsule 

5 Cotta e Row • U.S. 64 East 
Whole Body Vibration

• Interior & Exterior Painting
• Pressure Washing

• House Maintenance
• Drywall Repair

• Deck Repair
Quality Work • Fully Insured

Lupe Gonzales
avpintura@gmail.com

828-332-1539 or 678-873-2927

• Grading
• Excavating
• Driveways
• Build sites

• Hauling
• Septic Systems 

Edwin Wilson
Cell (828) 421-3643 

Office/fax (828) 526-4758
wilsongrading@yahoo.com 

Mendoza 
Tree Expert
Quality Tree Care 

& Removal •16+ years

828-200-9217
Fully Insured 

estimates@mendozatree.com
www.mendozatree.com

FIREWOOD FOR SALE

We accept al l  credit cards

Bill Barber 
Homes

billbarber22@gmail.com
billbarberhomes.com

(828)
226-9696

We have a special knack for 
keeping your taxes on track

Brophy & Associates
Consulting, LLC

Robbin Brophy
Enrolled Agent
(828) 558-4300

• Tax return preparation for small 
 businesses and individuals
• QuickBooks training and 
 bookkeeping services
• IRS/State representation

367 Dellwood Rd., Bldg. E, Ste. 3
Waynesville, NC 28786

(828) 558-4300 office • (833) 234-4881 fax
brophytax.com

robbin@brophytax.com

(828) 482-9374
(772) 532-0706

The Highlands Barbershop

Open Mon.-Sat.
10a to 5p

Billingsley 
Turf Management 
and Landscaping 

For all of your 
turf and landscaping projects, 

Call 828-526-2258

446 Oak Street 
across from the park.

Enter from Oak Street



chestnut storage

Look for our sign!
10890 Buck Creek Rd. - 1/2 mile off Cashiers Rd near the hospital 

Storage Units Available
Secure 24 Hour Access

Easy In - Easy Out
Great Rates - Great Terms

Call today to find out why we’re
“Highland’s Premier Facility”

828-482-1045

Ryan M. Bears
Broker

Pat Allen, Broker in Charge

Cell: 803-271-5426
Office: 828-526-8784

Ryan@patallenrealtygroup.com

MORALESPAINTINGANDSERVICES@GMAIL.COM

706.982.9768
828-226.5347

INTERIOR/EXTERIOR PAINTING • LAWN MAINTENANCE
HOUSE MAINTENANCE • QUALITY WORK

FULLY INSURED

Highlands Automotive

2851 Cashiers Road • highlandsautomotive.com
828-787-2360

NC
Inspection

Station

Service
&

Repair

• Residential or  
Commercial 

• Over 40 Years  
Experience 

• Fast and Dependable
• FREE Estimates

• FREE Pick-up and 
Delivery

American 
Upholstery 

Same Phone Numbers:
(864) 638-9661 cell: (864) 710-9106

WE HAVE MOVED TO

Sample Books Available

105 Ashley Drive • Walhalla, SC 29691
(Same Owners: Morris & Rachel Bible)
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SHARBRADOR 
Quality Asphalt Sealing 

&. Small Repairs 
Free Evaluations with nmely Quotes 

Call or Text: 828-526-9347 

~Excellent communication 
~Fully insured ~Quality work 

Set up a time that will work for YOU, whether 
you prefer to be there or not is up to you. 

specializing in thorough brush-on 
application and consistent, clean finish 

HIGH PRESSURE WASHING IS OUT!
LOW PRESSURE SOFT WASH IS IN!

Hometown Cedar Roof Cleaning

828-342-5432

• Certified • Softwash process 
• Eradicate infestations

• Rehydrate shakes • Extend roof life
FREE ESTIMATE

Call or email for a FREE Eagleview 
report of your roof including pictures 

and measurements.
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•cLassifieDs•
YARD/ESTATE SALE
FRIDAY-SUNDAY, 

JULY 17-19, 10a to 5p. Zer-
matt Circle, Highlands

SATURDAY, JULY 
18TH, 8AM - 12NOON. 
Items are priced to go! Good 
quality home furnishings and 
accessories! 132 Strawberry 
Lane | Flat Mountain Estates, 
Highlands, NC. MASK RE-
QUIRED ITEMS. 

FOR SALE 
CATS/KITTENS – $5 

each. orange & white or Tan 
& white. Text 828-200-0397

PROCAM INFARED 
HEATER, new in box,15000 
BTU. $125.00 941-920-6016 
(cell). (6/18)

SOLOFLEX HOME 
GYM with butterfly, and 
leg attachments. List price is 
$3380, asking $1000 OBO. 
434-242-1174 (st. 5/21)

E-Z UP 10X10 VEN-
DOR TENT with sidewalls 
& weights. Excellent condition. 
$170. 828-526-1031 (st. 1/30) 

FIREWOOD FOR 
SALE. Call or text Matt at 
706-239-0880. (st. 9/26)

WANTED 
COMIC BOOKS – Buy 

/ Sell. Call Bob @ 302-530-
1109 (9/24)

TO BUY COLT PY-
THON. THE OLDER THE 
BETTER. Call 526-9803. (st. 
7/2)

FULL HOUSE GAL-
LERY in Highlands Plaza 
is now open and accepting 
CONSIGNMENT FURNI-
TURE. Please call or text Su-
san at 828-526-6004. (st. 3/19)

WANTED TO BUY: 
US & Foreign COINS & CUR-
RENCY. Top prices paid, free 
appraisals, call Dan at 828-
421-1616 or email danhaza-
zer@gmail.com (8/13)

HARLEY DAVIDSON 
MOTORCYCLE MEMO-
RABILIA. Call Sandra La 

Jeunesse at 828-371-2214. 
HELP WANTED
FULL-TIME, SEA-

SONAL - 40 hours guar-
anteed until October 31. 
Employment in Highlands Falls 
Community Association Main-
tenance Department wanted 
for help with roads, water, 
sewer, etc. Could become 
year-round with benefits. 
Please Call 828-526-2203 or 
828-200-9763. (7/9)) 

THE LOG CABIN res-
taurant, downtown Highlands, 
is hiring all positions includ-
ing sous chef, front of house 
manager, servers, line cooks 
and handymanlandscaper to 
start immediately. Call 828 
526-5777 or email jason@
logcabinhighlands.com. (st. 
6/11)

FULL-TIME SECU-
RITY GUARD Position in 
Highlands. Please call 706-982-
5526. (6/18)

LUXURY LODGE 
MANAGER needed for 
live in position. Prefer a local 
couple/individual to entertain, 
offer cooking classes and main-
tain facility while enjoying living 
in an exceptional facility. Must 
have impeccable references 
and some experience in hospi-
tality/maintence.mrpaulkrk@
yahoo.com. (st. 6/11) 

LOCAL TREE COM-
PANY HIRING – Jesse’s Tree 
Service, LLC, local to the High-
lands, NC area is seeking both 
tree climbers and grounds/
cleanup crew. Pat experience 
a plus but company will train. 
Salary is based on experience. 
We ae looking for reliable, 
drug-free, hard working indi-
viduals. Driver’s license and a 
clean driving record a plus. If 
interested, please call owner, 
Jesse Finley at 828-342-1974 
to set up an interview. (st. 6/4) 

NOW HIRING PART- 
AND FULL-TIME AS-

SOCIATES FOR RETAIL 
STORE. Must be willing to 
work weekends and holidays. 
Call Shannon at 526-8864 or 
email Shannon@dutchmans-
designs.com (st. 6/4) 

NOW HIRING AT 
WILD THYME. We are look-
ing for a sous chef, waitstaff, 
dishwasher and hostess. Must 
have positive attitude and reli-
able transportation. Apply in 
person at Wild Thyme Gour-
met in Town Square on Main 
Street in Highlands. Please no 
phone calls. (st. 5/28) 

WOLFGANGS is look-
ing for a Sous Chef with a 
solid track record. for dinner 
prep and service. Need to be 
creative. Also waitstaff, backer. 
Best award of Wine Spectator. 
Please email mindygreen@
me.com for either position. 
(st. 5/28)

OLD EDWARDS INN - 
Servers, Host/Hostess, bussers, 
Asst. Pastry Chef, Pastry Cook, 
Cook, Dishwashers, Bellman, 
Night Auditor, Housekeepers, 
Turndown Attendants, House-
man, Cosmetologist, Certified 
Massage Therapist, Spa At-
tendant,, Gardener’s Assistant 
(Full-time year round, full-time 
seasonal, part-time seasonal), 
Part-time Marketing Print 
Production and Administrative 
Assistant.

JOIN OUR TEAM! Nec-
tar Juice Bar (located inside 
Whole Life Market) is now 
hiring! Are you looking for a 
fun, healthy-minded individual 
looking for full-time, year-
round work? Experience is not 
necessary, but kitchen or baris-
ta skills a plus. Competitive pay! 
Apply at Whole Life Market, 
680 N. 4th St., Highlands. 

CHESTNUT HILL is an 
upscale Assisted Living Com-
munity in search of a Dietary 
Cook, CNAs, Med Techs, Wait 
Staff and Housekeeping. Send 

resume to Lindabtiff@aol.
com or call 828-526-5251. 
(st. 2/13)

RANDEVU now hiring 
waitstaff, hostess and expe-
diter. Call 828-743-0190. (st. 
2/27)

EMPLOYMENT OP-
PORTUNITIES AVAIL-
ABLE AT HIGHLANDS 
SMOKEHOUSE. Hiring 
line cooks, and front of the 
house. Commitment to excel-
lence in food quality and guest 
service. We are proud of the 
products and service we pro-
vide, we create experiences 
not just sell food. Offering 
defined, sane schedules and 
healthy work environment al-
lowing for a balanced life. Very 
cooperative pay. Food service 
experience preferred. Tobacco 
free workplace. Contact us 
at Smokehouserecruiting@
gmail.com (st. 5/2)

SALES ASSOCIATE 
HIGH END RETAIL 
CLOTHING STORE IN 
HIGHLANDS AND CA-
SHIERS, NC. Full time, part 
time and seasonal. Inquire to 
828-200-0928. (st. 3/38) 

SERVICES 
HOUSEKEEPING BY 

ZAMANTHA. Please text 
or leave a voicemail at 828-
347-3771. (st. 5/28) 

HIGHLANDS-CA-
SHIERS HANDYMAN: 
Repairs, remodeling, paint-
ing, pressure washing, minor 
plumbing and electric, decks 
and additions. Free Estimates. 
Insured. Call 828-200-4071. 
(6/11)

HIGHLANDS HAN-
DI-MAN – Can fix anything 
inside or out. Carpentry, In-
terior and exterior paint-
ing, pressure washing, lawn 
care, hauling. and will monitor 
house during winter. Free Es-
timates. References. Call Tony. 

828-200-5770 or 828-482-
0159. (st. 3/26) 

GUTTER CLEAN-
ING, METAL ROOF & 
FABRICATON roof re-
pairs, chimney flashing, debris 
removal, pressure washing. 
Call 371-1103. (st. 6/27/19)

HIGH COUNTRY 
PHOTO/KEVIN VIN-
SON: scanning photos, 
slides & negatives to CD 
or DVD for easier view-
ing. Video transfer to DVD. 
Everything done in house. 
Leave message at 828-526-
5208. (st. 6/4) 

REAL ESTATE FOR 
RENT

ROOM FOR RENT – Spa-
cious Scaly Mountain Home w/
caring roommates. $500/month. 
610.955.9356. (st. 7/9) 

REAL ESTATE FOR 
SALE

HIGHLANDS CON-
DO – 1 bed plus bonus 
room with 2 bathrooms, ac-
tivity room, one-car garage. 
239-597-2959. (st. 7/16)

4 UNIQUELY BEAU-
TIFUL CULLASAJA 
RIVERFRONT LOTS 
in Eco community located 
between Franklin and High-
lands on Hwy 28 N. $79K to 
$99K. (828) 371-7940. (7/2) 

5 LOTS. 3.22 ACRES. 
Borders NSFS. VIEWS. Well, 
septics, utilities, roads in-
stalled. PRIVATE. Multiple 
exit/entry. 2/2 residence. 
ask ing  $186 ,000 Ca l l 
828.482.2050. 

SIX ACRES ON 
BUCK CREEK ROAD 
behind Highlands-Cashiers 
Hospital. Sign on property. 
843-460-8015. (st. 5/30) 

2 / 2  C L AY T O N 
H O M E  I N  L O W-
ER CLEAR CREEK. 
1+acre ,P r i v a te . V i ew. 
$118,000. Call 706.782.9728 
(st. 9/5) 



Main Street Inn & Bistro 
828-526-2590 • mainstreet-inn.com

“Ace is the Place.”

At Main & 3rd streets
Highlands 526-2157

Hardware
Reeves

3

www.highlandsiscalling.com
828-526-3717 

11

Country Club Properties
“Your local hometown 

Real Estate professionals.”
3 Offices 828-526-2520

www.CCPHighlandsNC.com

2 “Highlands is calling  
and I must go.”

6

Suzanne McDavid
Broker

cell: (678) 276-6133 • Off: (828) 526-8300

401 N 5th St., Highlands

SILVER EAGLE 

349 Main Street, Highlands, NC
828.526.5190 silvereaglegallery.com

Native American Jewelry
  Crystal & Gem Gallery

33

33
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Mitzi Rauers, Broker 
404-218-9123 

mitzi@meadowsmtnrealty.com
meadowsmountainrealty.com

13

K-H Park

Martin-Lipscomb 
Performing Arts Center 

(PAC)

Top 12% 
of 

Brokers 
in 2019

Sotheby’s
is the top

firm in
Highlands 
since 2013 

Andrea Gabbard

c 828.200.6742

o 828.526.8300
AndreaGabbard@gmail.com
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“Local Expertise. Global Connections.”
114 N. 4th Street • Highlands, NC

sheryl.wilson@sothebysrealty.com • highlandssir.com
office: 828.526.8300 • cell: 828.337.0706

Sheryl Wilson

Licensed in NC and GA
Doug Helms
828.226.2999

Clif Gottwals
303.887.7479

P H ALMER    OUSE
PROPERTIES

ELEVATED



cashmere
Scotland’s Best Knitwear

McCULLEY’S

242 S. 4th St. & Pop up 
on Main Street

Open 7 days a week
526-4407

828-526-2338

30  ...on the Verandah 
Restaurant

on Lake Sequoyah

www.ontheverandah.com

Open Year-Round • 7 days a week
343-D Main Street. • 526-4035

Open 
Inside 

&
Outside
11a-4p

5:30-til?

8

9

Jody Lovell • 828.226.6303

www.wildthymegourmet.com

Pat Allen 
Broker-in-charge

Cell: 828-200-9179 
pat@patallenrealtygroup.com 

Office: 828-526-8784
295 Dillard Road

Highlands, NC 28741

 5 Not the Biggest ... Just the Best!
www.patallenrealtygroup.com 

BROKERS:

DAV ID 
BOCK 
BUILDERS 

www.BockBuilders.com 828-526-2240 

Top Producers for 15 Years

6

Kurt Barbee
828-545-7272
Ryan Bears

803-271-5426
Darlene Conley 

404-427-2448 
Christy Harris
404-229-8737 

Rick Harrison
404-906-5113 

Sam McPherson
678-378-5413
John Morris 
770-401-3386 
Julie Osborn
828-200-6165
Cy Timmons 
828-200-9762

Steve Sheppard
404-219-1349

• #1 Broker Highlands/
Cashiers MLS 2001-2019

• #1 Broker North Carolina 
2016/2017

• Top 2 Broker North Carolina 
2018 per Real Trends

Investing in Life – On a Whole New Level

Susie deVille
Broker Associate

828-371-2079

Pat Gleeson
Owner, BIC

828-782-0472

Bee Gleeson 
Broker Associate

404-307-1415

Chris Duffy 
Broker Associate

828-526-6763

125 South 4th Street, Highlands • (828) 526-8118 
www.WhiteOakRG.com

Christal Green 
Broker Assoc./Office Admin.

828-200-9699

Tom Bean
Broker Associate

828-526-6383

474 Main Street
828.526.3807 | wolfgangs.net

Serving 6 days a week
(Closed Tuesdays)

Bistro 4p
Dining Room 5:30p

Please call 
for reservations

Open for 
Limited Inside 

Dining
Everyday 

4-8p

Main Street Highlands • Reservations: 526-4906

Re-opening Fri., July 17 
Dinner at 5:00 pm


