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Highlands School Teacher of the Year Dave Cashion with Principal Brian Jet-
ter.           – Photo by Annette Jenkins

Highlands native is
struggling with COVID

We are bombarded daily with Cov-
id statistics globally, nationally, statewide 
and locally. Yet people in Highlands ask, 
“Does anyone actually know someone 
with Covid?”

The answer of  course is yes, as 
more and more people have a family 
member diagnosed or know a person who 
knows a person …. 

In Highlands, the Terry and Karin 
Potts family is well known as are their 
children Ryan, Christopher and Brittany 
who are all married with families of  their 
own living far and wide.

Christopher and Kelly Potts and 
their two children live 45 minutes north 
of  Tampa. They are both nurses; he is a 
surgical nurse and she now teaches nurs-
ing at a local college. But suddenly their 
lives took a turn for the worse.

Christopher, 37 with no underly-
ing health conditions, recently contracted 
Covid from a patient he treated in the 
surgical center in Tampa where he works. 
After four negative tests while seeking 
medical help, he was hospitalized and is 
finally, slowly recovering. 

Christopher went from part-time to 
full-time at the facility in May, but his 

health insurance doesn’t kick in until 
August. Now he has been out of  work 
for more than a month and the family 
is facing mounting hospital bills. They 
are seeking financial help through a 
GoFundMe page.

Kelly tells their story.
Up until a little over a month 

ago, Christopher Potts spent al-
most every night on a stationary 
bike for close to an hour, and on 
the nights he didn’t do that, he 
was running a 5K through the 
neighborhood but on June 24th 
all of  that changed, as well as our 
family dynamic as we know it.

On June 24th, Christopher 
took care of  a patient who soon 
after tested positive for Covid. 
I am not really sure how we felt 
when we found out that informa-
tion – scared, sad, mad, mostly 

Every year, before the new 
school year starts up, school 
personnel in the Macon County 
School system name a co-worker 
Teacher of  the Year.

This year, Highlands School 
picked Dave Cashion who is the  

Vocational and Industrial Tech-
nology Teacher

Dave tells his story:
“What an honor to be voted 

teacher of  the year by the fac-
ulty of  Highlands School. I have 

Highlands School names 
‘Teacher of the Year’ 

By Brittney Lofthouse
Hundreds of  people gath-

ered in downtown Franklin on 
Saturday for the first annual 
Back the Blue event. The event, 
which was organized to show law 
enforcement and their families 
support, saw around 1,000 peo-
ple from across Western North 
Carolina dawning signs of  sup-
port and encouragement, large 
thin blue line flags, and countless 
“thank yous” posed to law en-
forcement and their families. 

Law enforcement from ev-
ery department in Macon Coun-
ty were in attendance including 
Highlands Police Chief  Andrea 
Holland and former Highlands 
Chief  and now Chief  of  the 
Franklin Police Department Bill 

Candidates 
turn out for 

‘Back the 
Blue’ rally 
in Franklin

By Brittney Lofthouse
The 2020-2021 school year 

will undoubtedly look very differ-
ent than in years past. 

With Macon County an-
nouncing their second COVID19 

death last week, and the num-
ber of  positive cases in Macon 
County increasing by more than 
100 since July 13, many parents 
are hesitant to send their students 
back to school. 

For those parents, there are 
two options – traditional home-
schooling done outside of  the 
support of  the Macon County 
School System or the new option, 

MC Virtual Academy details outlined

Macon County Reports 
Third Death Related to 

COVID-19 
– See story on page 9
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The Highlands Newspaper office at 
256 Oak Street is temporarily closed. We 
are going through some renovations and 
updates, and plan to be back open in a a 
few weeks with new and improved facili-
ties.

In the meantime, we are working out 
of  our home office. To contact us – as al-
ways – please email highlandseditor@aol.
com or call 828-200-1371.

•notice•
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COVID-19, the census 
and the future of  High-
lands are several big 

things on my mind. All three 
are now in play and will be for 
the coming months. What will 
be their lasting impacts?

The coronavirus has 
changed life across our nation, 
state and in local communities 
like Highlands. Our school will 
open soon, and extraordinary 
changes will be implemented 
to protect and educate our chil-
dren. After the virus subsides classrooms 
will return to some form of  past normalcy, 
but I suspect some practices implemented 
during the pandemic, like current distant 
and online learning options, will impact 
schools from here on out. 

A similar impact will be with how lo-
cal government meetings are conducted. 
The ZOOM/WEBEX formats aren’t go-
ing away. For the short term, I have an idea 
how we can meld the August digital town 
board meeting with an in-person compo-
nent. The primary delivery system will be 
ZOOM. But, I and a small cadre of  staff  
will be on ZOOM at the Highlands Con-

ference Center. Anyone who 
wants to make an in-person 
public comment will have the 
option of  coming to the con-
ference center and making the 
comment in front of  a ZOOM 
camera that will be broadcasted 
to all the commissioners and 
folks on the ZOOM meet-
ing. The only provision will be 
that social distancing, masking, 
and limited capacity will be re-
quired. The masks will not be 
required when one is making a 

comment. 
The U.S. Census will also impact High-

lands. I have encouraged all Highlanders 
and Macon County residents to respond. 
What is interesting will be the number of  
full-time residents in the town limits. In 
past censuses that number has been steady 
at between 900 to 1,000. I suspect that will 
be the case for 2020.

The takeaway for some will be that we 
need to grow our businesses and popula-
tion. Incidental information from the real 
estate community suggests home sales are 
robust, even in this state of  emergency. 
The speculation is that folks want to live in 
a beautiful, remote community that has all 
the services of  a large city, such as water, 
sewer, healthcare access and broadband, to 
name only a few amenities.

Some folks bet that short-term rentals 
will be a major part of  our future economy. 
That may be so to some extent. But, with 
world-class broadband access let me pro-
pose an alternative. Like distance learning 
for school children, there may be a lasting 
movement toward working from home as 

Zooming our way along
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by Old Edwards
G l e n   C o v e

Live a life of adventure and wellness in beautiful Cashiers, NC, 
with abundant leisure amenities including a wellness center, heated mineral pool, 

entertainment barn and 12-hole, par-three golf course.

Call for a tour today.  |  828.526.1783  |  GlenCoveLifestyle.com
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Serving Lunch and Dinner Year-Round.
Gourmet Foods, Full Service Bar
Town Square at 343-D Main St. • Highlands

828-526-4035

Open inside
and

Outside

•HigHlanDs area Dining Directory•

828-526-2338

...on the Verandah 
Restaurant

on Lake Sequoyah
www.ontheverandah.com

US 64 west • Highlands

Open 4p-8p
7 days a week

Inside, 
limited seating
& Take-out 

474 Main street 
828.526.3807 
wolf gangs.net 

We are so happy to be 
back and cannot wait 

to see your smiling faces! 

Tues. - Sun.
Dinner starts at

5:30 p.m.
Take-out & curbside 

delivery, too

Lunch: 11a-4p
Dinner: 5:30p- until

CASUAL DINING IN A 
HISTORIC 1924 LOG CABIN 

_MENUS PRINTED DAIL1-

Dinner Nightly 5:00 PM 
Monday-Saturday 

Lunch 12:00 PM - 2:30 PM 
Tuesday - Saturday

Serving 6 days a week
(Closed Tuesdays)

Bistro 4p
Dining Room 5:30p

Please call for reservations

Gift certificates now online 
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YOU WANT IT. .. YOU GOT IT 
NOW OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 

New Hours:

MON. THRU FRI. I I :00 - 8:00 
SAT. I 1:00 - 8:00 • SUN. I 1:00 - 7:00 

595 Franklin Road, Highlands, NC g·. 
828.526.3554 · · � � .www.highlandssmokehouse.com � � 
Facebook & lnstagram , r. , · 
Peace from the Pit ® · , , · 

Join us for 
Lunch & Dinner

130 Log Cabin Lane
828-526-5777

(Closed Wednesday)



Open Daily except Wednesday

Asia House
Japanese • Asian• Thai Cuisine

828-787-1680 or 828-787-1900
151 Helen’s Barn Avenue

Temporary Hours
12-9p 

Open for Take-out ONLY
Please order ahead

In-town delivery available
(min. delivery order $50)

•area Dining Directory• 
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• See LETTERS page 18

OPEN 
Tuesday - Sunday 

9am -3pm
Inside/Outside/To Go 

Good cookin’ & bringing 
people together 

Thank for Your Support!
18 Chestnut Square | Cashiers

828-743-0190

Cafe

WeCaterHighlands.com
828-526-8847

470 Oak St adjacent to the Park in Downtown Highlands

Courtya
rd

& Catering

Fressers

ChowNow.com 
WeCaterHighlands.com

Daily Specials on Instagram and Facebook

EASY online ordering:

Curbside Pick Up

Paoletti
828.526.4906

www.paolettis.com

EXCEPTIONAL WINES 
CRAFT COCKTAILS

SERVING DINNER/BAR FROM 5PM 
EVERY EVENING

Main Street Highlands Since 1984

Now open!
We look forward to serving you.

Please call for reservations!

•letters• 
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STAY HOME • HIRE A CHEF 
- -- - - - - - - - - - --

Pinner Par/us 
ramiuf 6ratlterings 
FROM 2 - 50 PEOPLE 

• Relax - Enjoy your Family and Friends
• Let Me Do The Shopping, Cooking and 

Clean-up!
• Personalized Menus - Black Tie to BBQ 

Seafood Boils and Luaus
• Serv-Safe Certified

SANITARY AND RESPONSIBLE 

828-743-3145 I 561-345-0652

)Vi
GUARANTEED 
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Dear Editor,
I always read the weekly real estate column “Invest-

ing at 4,118 Ft.” with a sense of  foreboding. I realize it is 
the raison d’être for the real estate people to sell as many 
houses as possible in Highlands and its environs, just as it 
is the raison d’être for chamber of  commerce people to sell 
Highlands itself.

Highlands is not the only small town to periodically 
debate the relative merits of  progress vs. preservation and 
how to achieve a fair balance between the two, which I per-
sonally believe is wishful thinking if  not actually mutually 
exclusive. It’s the old argument of  having your cake and 
eating it, too. You can’t really have it both ways simultane-
ously, can you?

But that’s not the reason I am writing this letter. 
The July 16 “Investing at 4,118 Ft.” column was par-

ticularly disturbing to me. The author was giving us glad 
tidings that changes are coming to our town and they are 
coming “at a much faster rate than in the past….” Besides 
the intrinsic attractions of  Highlands, he suggests that this 
acceleration may be due to the viral pandemic across the 
country and the social upheaval occurring in the cities. He 
is probably right. 

It was the last sentence of  his column that serious-
ly disturbed me. Quote, “Even with the growth, I think 
it will be a long while before we meet the requirements 

Ultimate Vision?
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Rack of Lamb 
Cheesy Rosemary Grits 

Salad 
Key Lime Pie 

�• 
�.... 

$31.95 We prepare-you cook Call to reserve 828-526-2762 .... ":or,r :o:r. 
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• See INK PENN page 18

Kathy Manos Penn

•ink Penn•
All About Books

Back Porch Reflections
A spell on the back porch

Who doesn’t love hanging out on 
comfy porch? Jackie Layton, 
another cozy mystery author, 

hosts a blog and invites authors to drop by 
http://jackiesbackporch.blogspot.com/ to 
sit a spell. 

My husband and I added a screened 
porch to our home in Georgia ten years 
ago, and this time of  year, you can find me 
there most mornings with Banjo and Pud-
din’. Only after a relaxing hour or so drink-
ing coffee and reading the paper do we 
three head upstairs to my office to write.

These two inspire the personalities of  
the dog and cat in my Dickens & Christie 
cozy mystery series: Bells, Tails & Murder 
and Pumpkins, Paws & Murder plus a third 
book due out in August. Of  course, they 
helped me answer the interview questions 
Jackie posed. I invite you to sit a spell and 
enjoy the conversation. (To read interviews 

with other authors, visit her 
blog.)

How did you choose the 
Cotswolds for the setting of  

your books?
I’ve been an Anglophile my 

whole life, and I can’t recall a time 
when I wasn’t reading books set 
in England—from historical fic-
tion to mysteries. When I ma-
jored in English, I always chose 
British literature courses first. 
And finally, after I retired, I got 
to visit England—for three weeks. The week 
we spent in the Cotswolds was my favorite.

It helped that I took copious notes 
while we traveled, mainly because I write a 
weekly newspaper column. You can find 
the columns I wrote about our trip to the 
Cotswolds, Dartmouth, and Oxford on my 
website (https://kathymanospenn.com/
category/this-and-that/.) When I decided 

in 2019 to write cozy mysteries, 
those notes came in quite handy.
Tell us more about Banjo and 

Puddin’.
Banjo is a 70-pound lovable 

lugger—part Great Pyrenees, 
part Golden Retriever, and part 
Australian Shepherd—but his 
personality is pure GP. That 
means he’s a bit of  a layabout, a 
gentle giant who wants nothing 
more than to be touched by any-
one who comes near him. Like 

Dickens in my books, he lives for belly rubs, 
and he’s a Mama’s boy who rarely leaves my 
side. Dickens is a dwarf  GP, and you can’t 
just go out and find one. They’re anomalies. 
I googled mini Pyrs, thinking that would be 
the right size dog for my character, only to 
discover there was no such thing. That’s how 
I stumbled across dwarf  Pyrs.

Now, Puddin’ is a feisty calico cat who 

rules the roost around here. Christie, in my 
books, started out as a calico, but honestly, 
it was tough to find pics of  calicos to use 
for my covers, so she turned into a black 
cat. Since she’s named for Agatha Chris-
tie, black is probably more fitting. Puddin’ 
spends lots of  time in my office—atop my 
desk or curled up in the file drawer—just 
like Christie. And, like my fictional cat, 
Puddin’ expects a puddle of  milk in her 
bowl when I get my coffee and is very picky 
about her dabs of  wet food.

Do the people in your real-life show 
up in your writing?

Absolutely! They say write what you 
know, and I do. Names have been changed 
to protect the innocent. I do have two sis-
ters, and though exaggerated, their person-
alities are recognizable. Belle, the octoge-
narian who’s one of  the main character’s 
friends, was inspired by a ninety-year-old 
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' 'When I take the Census, 
I'm making sure that I'm 
counted and that I make a 

' difference for my community.

In less than 10 minutes, 
I can impact 

V my representation in Congress,
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/-funding for our roads, schools,
emergency services, housing, senior
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•inVesting at 4,118 ft.• 

Jeannie Chambers
Chambers Realty & 

Vacation Rentals

“Highlands is calling and I must go.”

Tucker & Jeannie Chambers
828-526-3717

www.highlandsiscalling.com
401 N 5th St., Highlands

Chambers Realty & Vacation Rentals

Horse Cove
MLS #91715 • $197,000
Possible 3 tiers of living 

on 2.74+/- acres.
Tier #3: 3BR/2BA mobile 

home and barn 
Tier #2: Barn and level 

building site
Tier #1: 200+ ft. frontage 

on Horse Cove Road 

Flat Mountain area 
$367,500

MLS #90786 
2BR/2baths with covered 

porch
1940s era home completely 

up to date

Mirror Lake area 
$349,000 • MLS #90645
3 BR/2 baths mountain 

cabin on 3 lots
Circa 1945 with beautiful 

woodwork 

$349,000 • MLS #92339 
3BR/3 bath large home 

with covered deck
Two levels, each has inside/

outside access
1.46 ac +/- 

Custom built / local builder
$550,000

MLS #93639 

Pending

Close to town
$435,000

MLS #92816
4BR/3 baths furnished

Yard bordered by stream 
Garage

Suppose we had a pandemic, and everybody came

In the 1960s, the anti-war slogan “Sup-
pose they gave a war, and nobody 
came,” was possibly first made by 

James Newman. The original inspiration, 
however, came from a line of  a poem by 
Carl Sandburg. “Sometime they’ll give a 
war and nobody will come.” The analogy 
of  war and a pandemic may be far off  
base…but is it? 

Another saying, written by Bob Dylan 
and said in a song lyric, “The times, they are 
a changin’,” and maybe that is a little easier 
to mesh with the year 2020, even though he 
wrote them in 1964. 

What does all of  this have to do with 
real estate, not only on this plateau, but 
similar hamlets all over the world?

Highlands has seen changes over 
the years, and most of  the changes have 
been brought by development. Kelsey and 
Hutchinson had a dream of  making High-
lands a destination spot for tourists way 
back in 1875. I wonder if  they thought it 

would “take off ” like small 
shore towns in the northeast, 
or a thriving destination like 
St. Augustine or Charleston?

Whatever their original 
ideas were, a seed was plant-
ed, and Highlands is thriving 
today, not unlike some other 
towns in America, but most 
people think Highlands has 
something other towns don’t 
have. 

What is the “it” factor 
that draws so many people 
here? Maybe it’s not the 
“it,”but the “what all” there 
is here that draws people. 

It is obvious that ev-
eryone that owns property here likes some-
thing about being here. For some, it is “in 
their blood” they say. They love the natural 
beauty and they love being on the same land 
their family has owned for generations. For 

newcomers over the last 15-
30 years, it may be the natural 
beauty, but also the quaint-
ness of  the town itself, the 
unhurried, laid-back atmo-
sphere.

The latest newcomers 
of  the last five-to-fifteen 
years may have fallen in 
love with all the above, but 
some of  them seem eager to 
change, or upgrade the way 
of  life on the plateau. 

What’s wrong with an 
upgrade? Nothing, as long 
as the original Highlands 
doesn’t get so caught up in its 
new “do” that she loses her 

charm.
I’m a relative newcomer to real estate 

in Highlands. I’ve only had my license since 
1992, but in just those 28 years, I’ve seen a 
several “gold rush” periods, and of  course, 

a couple of  “depression” times too. 
It’s all cyclical. The stock market, real 

estate, life, all of  it. 
The period of  mid-1990s to mid-

2000s were very good years in Highlands 
real estate, then the bottom fell, and now 
it’s back, but this time, it’s different. The 
difference is the pandemic. 

The usual suspects: the stock mar-
ket is good, the economy is still relatively 
good, the interest rates are better than 
ever, things that normally drive our real 
estate market are in place. 

Move over normal, the pandemic 
has opened up a whole “nother can of  
worms.” 

This is my first pandemic that I can 
remember (although we’ve had other ones 
that didn’t hit the best seller chart like Co-
vid 19). 

What I’ve noticed in 2020 is a rush to 
buy in Highlands with a different under-
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Designer 4 bedroom, 5 bath home with a golf course view. 
Offered for $1,695,000 Contact Andrea Gabbard 828-200-6742

 Andrea Gabbard
c 828.200.6742  o 828.526.8300 
AndreaGabbard@gmail.com

Highlands CC

Andrea is  top 12% 
Real Estate Brokers in 2019. 

Highlands Sotheby’s International Realty is 
the top selling firm in Highlands  

since 2013  as per HCMLS Navica.   

...INVESTING continued from page 8
tone. Highlands has always been a haven 
and refuge, but those words have taken on 
a new meaning in 2020. 

I’ve said this many times in the last 
two months, so forgive me for the rep-
etition, but suppose all the second-home-
owners decided to move to Highlands full-
time? Would it be like July 4th all year long? 
Could our town support such an event? 
Would our water supply last? Would our 
stores start staying open until eight-nine-
ten o’clock? Would we see more Dollar 
Generals, getting closer and closer to Main 
Street? How about our schools? Our hos-
pital? Our roads? 

I’m not one for doomsday, as I gen-
erally stay positive no matter what, but 
how can we be so two-faced to say, “Yes, 
please come, buy this property, you’ll love 

it!” then say out of  the other side of  our 
mouths, “But, you’ll be closing down your 
house for the winter, right? I mean, you’re 
just coming up on weekends, or a month or 
two in the summer? Yeah, sure, you can rent 
it, but not too much. No, we need to look 
at each home built and sold as a potential 
year-round household.” That’s a lot to take 
in, isn’t it?

Highlands is growing, and just like 
life, the only way to stop growth is if  death 
occurs. Let’s continue to love and nurture 
Highlands and other ‘getaways’ destina-
tions. Let’s not kill the goose. Take care of  
yourself, and those you love.

• Jeannie and Tucker Chambers are 
owners/brokers with Chambers Realty 
& Vacation Rentals at 401 N. Fifth Street. 
Highlandsiscalling.com 

The Children’s Department of  the Macon County Public Library in Franklin, NC 
has launched an exciting new program called “Dial-a-Story.” Parents can call (828-634-
1128) to hear a story read by one of  our children’s librarians. 

This program was designed with our community in mind and is perfect for families 
who are trying to avoid extra screen time or do not have internet at home. Stories will be 
around three minutes long so they are great for bite-sized listening and are completely 
free! 

This week’s story is “Friends” by Eric Carle and will begin playing automatically 
right after the last ring when you call. 

The children’s librarians encourage you to leave requests, feedback, or comments in 
our voicemail after the story is through. If  you have any questions or would like more in-
formation please call the Library at 828-524-3600 or visit our website at www.fontanalib.
org.

Library launches Dial-a-Story program

•Biz.org news• •oBituary• 

John Eugene Rymer, of  
Highlands N.C. passed away 
on July 27, 2020. He was 
born May 21, 1928 in Fairy 
Valley, GA to Albert Taylor 
and Francis McCamy Rymer, 
the 6th of  7 children.  His 
father died  when he was 2, 
and his family moved to Old 
Fort, TN.  John was raised in 
Old Fort and graduated Polk 
County High School. John 
attended the University of  
Tennessee before enlisting in 
the Air Force in 1948. The time he spent 
while stationed in Oxford England, consid-
erably broadened his worldview. 

He married Beverly Staples Rymer on 
April 11, 1955 in Fort Lauderdale.  John 
spent most of  his career at Florida Power 
and Light where he worked for more than 
30 years. John was one of  the first com-
puter programmers and eventually became 
a systems analyst. John and Beverly lived 
in in South Florida until retiring to High-
lands in 1990. They had three children and 
a wonderful marriage for 60 years until her 
passing in 2015. Over the past several years 
he  gratefully shared his life, home, family 
and much love with his “undocumented 
wife” Jane Jerry.

In retirement, John was an active 
member of  the Highlands Art League, the 
Western Carolina Woodturners and the 
Franklin Computer Club. His hand-crafted 
bowls are in several art collections and two 
are in regular use at the First Presbyterians 
Church of  Highlands. As a board mem-

ber of  several groups he 
installed computer systems 
and served as Treasurer.

John was a devoted 
husband, father, grandfa-
ther, and great grandfather. 
He also had experience as a 
professional photographer.  
He enjoyed making annual 
family Christmas cards that 
are still cherished by his 
family to this day.  His fa-
vorite sport was fishing and 
he was an accomplished an-

gler in fresh and salt water. In addition to 
his vocational volunteer work,  John was 
very active with the First Presbyterian of  
Highlands, and the Rotary Club in High-
lands. He was always eager to help others, 
to think, and to laugh with his family and 
friends. 

John is survived by Jane Jerry; his sib-
lings: Mary Dougherty and Robert (Bob) 
Rymer; his children: John Taylor and his 
wife Donna, Todd and his wife Michelle, 
and Ann Brady; four grandchildren: Jessica 
Steinhart, Valerie Toth, Andrew and Gwyn 
Brady, and two great-grandchildren, Ben-
nett and Collins Toth. 

John asked that we all remember him 
in our private thoughts and prayers. In 
lieu of  flowers, please make donations to 
The First Presbyterian Church or to Wolf-
gang’s, where,  he said with a chuckle as he 
launched into the first verse of  his new-
est song My Woman Done left Me, “you 
could all have a party!” 

John Eugene Rymer

A Macon County resident diagnosed with COVID-19 has died. The person was over 
the age of  65 and had underlying health conditions. To protect the family´s privacy, no 
further information will be released about this patient.

“This individual’s family and loved ones are in our thoughts and prayers,” stated Kathy 
McGaha, Macon County Health Director. “With our second and third death occurring 
within a week of  each other, our urgent message to the community continues to be: wear a 
mask, wash your hands, and wait 6 feet from others. Continue to practice social distancing 
and limit your trips outside your home to help to slow the spread of  COVID-19.”

The entire state of  North Carolina is under a “Safer at Home” executive order, cur-
rently under phase two with masks required to be worn when social distancing cannot be 
maintained. 

As of  press time, Wednesday morning, Macon County has a total of  445 cases; 68 of  
those cases are in Highlands and now there are 3 deaths and 

– Submitted

Macon County Reports Third Death 
Related to COVID-19
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�SUMMER HOUSE 
Complete Home Furnishings 

White Glove Delivery Throughout The Southeast & Beyond 
2089 Dillard Road, Highlands I 2 miles from Main Street I 828-526-5577 I www.summerhousehighlands.com 

3 5 t h  S e a s o n
A n n i v e r s a r y  S A L E

40% to 60% off
25% off  all cleaning and repairs

85% off  on Red Tag Item
The name that you have trusted for the last 35 years.

The PAC is opening this Sat-
urday for a special event for 10 
lucky people, a showing of  the 
National Theatre of  London’s en-
core presentation of  The Lehman 
Trilogy. 

In this Covid-19 world, PAC 
has reconfigured the auditorium 
seating arrangement into a caba-
ret style setting. Two chairs and 
a small table separated 6-ft. from 
the next two chair grouping, front, 
side and back. 

There are strict Protocols and 
Procedures in place. Everyone will 
be required to wear a mask/face 
covering; have their temperature 
taken upon arrival; purchase their 
tickets ahead of  time online; and 
remain 6-ft. apart from the next 
patron. Gloves, hand sanitizer and 
disinfecting wipes are available. 

The entire building will be 
disinfected before and after the 
screening. 

A SPECIAL EVENT for 10 People at PAC!

The Lehman Trilogy by Ste-
fano Massini adapted by Ben Pow-
er and directed by Sam Mendes. 

All across the globe, audienc-
es have responded to the story of  
150 years of  Western Capitalism 
told through a single family. 

The narrative of  three immi-
grant brothers and their offspring 
becomes a lens through which we 
see America and American capital-
ism grow, accomplish miracles and 
ultimately succumb to the hubris-
tic tragedy of  2008. It’s the story 

of  where we are and how we got 
here. This is about a family and a 
country losing its faith. 

This adaptation is only one 
possible route through the vast 
reaches of  the original. In ren-
dering the spirit and the heart of  
Massini’s play into English, it was 
attempted to preserve the ambi-
tious scope of  his vision, his wit 
and his humanity.

The Lehman Trilogy will 
be shown Saturday, August 1 at 
1pm. IF this showing sells out – 
10 tickets – there will be a second 
showing at 6pm – 10 tickets. The 
US rights to show The Lehman 
Trilogy has ended. This will be 
the last chance to see this brilliant 
work presented by the National 
Theatre of  London.

AGAIN…all tickets must 
be purchased online: www.High-
landsPerformingArts.com  
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Mountain Findings Thrift Store 
on Spruce St. is open every Friday and 

Saturday from 10a to 4p

Upstairs and Across the Walkway at 
“Falls on Main” Highlands

Open at 9a Tues.-Sat. • 828-526-3939

Owner/Stylist: Lacy Jane Villardo
Stylists: Heahter Escandon

Maggie Barden, Bri Field, Desiray Schmitt 
and Cali Smolarsky

Nail Tech: Jenna Schmitt
Massage Therapist: Brenda Lopez

Hair • Nails • Waxing • Tanning • Facials
Massages • Eyelash Extensions 

Walk-ins Welcome!

526-5999
Located at 680 N. 4th. St., Highlands

Carrying a wide variety of  
natural products for your  

Mind, Body & Home.
Open Mon.-Sat. 9a to 5:30p

Organic Fresh Juices & Smoothies  
and Salads “On the Go!”
Open Mon.-Sat. 9a to 5p

...CANDIDATES continued from page 1

Harrell. 
After reading the names of  law en-

forcement officers who have lost their 
lives in the line of  duty in North Carolina 
this year, Chief  Holland and Chief  Harrell 
laid a memorial wreath in their honor. 

Among the hundreds who lined the 
street to support local law enforcement 
were both candidates of  the District 11 
Congressional seat, left open when Mark 
Meadows resigned to assume the position 
of  Chief  of  Staff  for President Donald 
Trump. 

Democrat Morris “Moe” Davis and 
Republican Madison Cawthorn not only 
both attended the event, but each of  them 
spoke to the crowd offering their support 
to law enforcement and their families. 

“You’ve got my undying support for 
law enforcement in Western North Caro-
lina,” said Moe Davis. “When we did the 
Pledge of  Allegiance earlier, the most im-
portant line to me was, ‘one nation --indi-
visible,’ because we are all in this together, 
[we are] part of  one community.”

Davis’ remarks were not political, 
and rather focused on showing his appre-
ciation for the service and sacrifice of  law 
enforcement officers. 

Cawthorn followed Davis’ address 
to the crowd and began by reading a let-
ter from President Donald Trump he re-

ceived last week while meeting the Presi-
dent in Washington D.C. 

“I was going to keep this peaceful, 
but that’s not my style,” Cawthorn said to 
a roaring crowd. “Because right now the 
mob is pretty loud and they want to take 
our men and women in blue down and I 
say, ‘no’ to that!”

Davis has been selective of  his cam-
paign events hosting virtual town halls and 
“Chats with Moe” on social media due 
to the COVID19 Pandemic. Cawthorn is 
taking a very different approach to cam-
paigning during a pandemic, participating 
in multiple events a day across the district. 

Davis has often been critical of  Caw-
thorn’s campaigning events, calling them 
irresponsible and counterproductive to 
slowing the spread of  COVID19. 

Early voting in North Carolina is set 
to begin on October 15 and run through 
October 31. The General Election will be 
held on Tuesday, November 3. The dead-
line to request an absentee ballot for this 
year’s election is October 27 and accord-
ing to Macon County Board of  Elections 
Director Melanie Thaibult, more than 600 
people have already requested absentee 
ballots. Absentee ballots are expected to be 
more popular across the country as citizens 
remain hesitant to go to the poll as CO-
VID19 cases continue to rise. 

Candidate Moe Davis, who is running for the District 11 Congressional seat vacated by Mark 
Meadows when he left to pursue his career with President Trump, addresses an enthusiastic 
crowd.
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~ Home Decor 
~ Gifts 

~ Jewelry

468 Carolina Way 
Highlands

(Between N. 4th & N. 5th)
828-526-3909

Yard Art Open 
for outside pickup & delivery

COREY JAMES GALLERY
& Estate Consignments

(828) 526-4818
On the corner of 3rd & Spring

•Biz/org news• 
Nantahala Health Foundation launches 

NIMble grant program: Calls for proposals
Nantahala Health Foundation has an-

nounced a call for grant proposals directed 
at regional nonprofits and governmental 
agencies with immediate needs, especially 
those magnified by the COVID-19 global 
pandemic.

Applications for Needs Immediately 
Met, or NIMble grants, of  up to $10,000 
will be accepted through August 5 and are 
intended to support one-time critical pur-
chases, as well as immediate needs for stabi-
lization or crisis response, said Lori Bailey, 
NHF’s executive director. It ensures Nan-
tahala Health Foundation can act quickly to 
meet their partners’ most crucial needs.

A growing body of  evidence supports 
the idea that an individual’s health is influ-
enced by factors beyond the clinical frame-
work of  doctors’ offices and hospitals. 
Known as ‘social determinants of  health,’ 
factors such as housing, education, trans-
portation, access to healthy food, and social 
supports are known to significantly influ-
ence the health of  individuals, families, and 
entire communities.

In addition to NHF’s identified priori-
ties around social determinants of  health, 
the organization signaled its desire to sup-
port nonprofit and public agencies im-
pacted by the coronavirus pandemic by es-
tablishing its COVID-19 Impact Recovery 
Fund in April. That is when the foundation 
launched a community support campaign 
and opened funding opportunities. To date, 
nearly $50,000 has been raised, said Lisa 
Duff, NHF’s advancement officer.

“We are grateful to those community 
members who have stepped up so far to 
support this effort,” Duff  said. “We real-
ized that launching a major fund-raising 
campaign so early in our existence was a 
risky proposition. The immediate need for 
COVID response, however, forced our 
young foundation to evolve quickly.”

While it’s true that Nantahala Health 
Foundation is new to Western North Caro-
lina’s nonprofit landscape, the organiza-
tion’s regional roots run deep, said Jane 
Kimsey, who chairs a 10-member volunteer 
board with representation from each of  the 
six counties served by NHF, as well as the 
Qualla Boundary.

Collaborative partnerships are an im-
portant part of  NHF’s strategy to address 

health disparities in our region, and some-
thing they are modeling through COVID 
response efforts, said Kimsey. Examples of  
NHF’s COVID response measures include 
a growing list of  partnerships intended to 
leverage funds and expand the potential 
for needed relief. NHF has most recently 
partnered with United Way of  Buncombe 
County and the State of  Franklin to dis-
tribute more than 30,000 face coverings, 
just as N.C. Governor Roy Cooper issued a 
mandatory order on June 24 making masks 
mandatory in public places were social dis-
tancing is difficult.

A partnership in April with Dogwood 
Health Trust and other Mission Health Sys-
tem legacy foundations was established to 
source vital personal protective equipment 
for medical professionals, first responders 
and essential front-line workers through-
out the region. Additionally, NHF part-
nered with the Community Foundation of  
WNC to establish an Emergency Disaster 
Response Fund that has since distributed 
some $1.3 million in grants. NHF has also 
served as a vital conduit of  information for 
critical communications related to resourc-
es available to support the service organiza-
tions that are so vital to our communities 
during this time.

Prior to their swift response to the cur-
rent global crisis, NHF conducted commu-
nity listening sessions throughout Western 
North Carolina to learn from nonprofit 
service providers how they could best work 
together to improve health outcomes by ad-
dressing the region’s social determinants of  
health. The NIMble grant, along with a sec-
ond grant to be announced later this sum-
mer, are direct results of  those sessions, 
said Bailey.

Working as a catalyst for innovation 
and collaboration, Nantahala Health Foun-
dation seeks to partner with nonprofit or-
ganizations and governmental agencies in 
Cherokee, Clay, Graham, Jackson, Macon, 
Swain counties and the Qualla Boundary. 
For more information about how to apply 
for Nantahala Health Foundation’s NIMble 
grant or donate to their COVID-19 Impact 
and Recovery Fund, please visit nantahala-
healthfoundation.org or connect with them 
on Facebook and Instagram.

...MAYOR continued from page 2
we have seen during this pandemic. For many professional workers this is a viable op-
tion, and I think this trend will mushroom here. We are strategically poised to capitalize 
on this growing trend. While tourism will continue to play a major role in our economy, 
the increase of  permanent, full-time residents doing telecommuting and work from 
home would have very positive, social, economic and, yes, environmental impacts for 
Highlands. An economy with diverse options would also be sound insurance from fu-
ture economic setbacks.

The impending comprehensive plan will certainly examine Highlands’ future eco-
nomic and social trends. I look forward to what our community envisions and embraces.
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Highlands Aerial Park 
Open Daily

with increased Covid19 protocol for staff & guests.

Guided UTV Tours of our park’s 95 acres adjoining 100,000 acres of NFS. 
Tour features: 

Forest and meadows, waterfalls and long range views, flora, fauna, 
and climate influences, and a 400-year history of our area. 

NEW THIS YEAR: 

G o  t o  H i g h l a n d s a e r i a l p a r k . c o m 
for details and to book your 

reservation for:
• Zipline Canopy Tours

• Family Challenge Course
• Giant Swing

• Dual 40’ Tree Climb
• Complimentary Nature Trails

•worD Matter•

(828) 382-8884 
1625 Dillard Rd • Scaly Mountain, NC
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Bud Katz

Chestnut Hill, 
a residential retirement community on a quiet 
mountain top in Highlands, NC, has spacious 
Independent and Assisted Living Apartments.

It is a full-service, Medicaid Certified community. 

For further information call Linda Tiffany at 
828-526-5251 or 904-514-4896
www.chestnuthillofhighlands.com

The Zoom Economy

My youngest daugh-
ter lives in western 
Connecticut but 

works in New York City as an 
executive with an international 
creative services agency. She 
told me recently that having 
worked from home for the 
last four months, her com-
pany is reviewing how many 
and which team members will 
ever have to come into the city 
again to do their jobs. They 
“meet” every day, more than a 
dozen of  them, via an app called Zoom. 

Her company currently leases almost 
90,000 square feet (two acres) on the west 
side of  Manhattan that houses hundreds 
of  people assigned to their corporate of-
fice. At $77 per square foot (average price 
for midtown Manhattan commercial 
space), the company pays rent of  almost 
$7 million every year. 

In business, that’s called overhead.
Her company is a trend-setter in their 

space. Other companies look to hers to 
understand what’s happening in the indus-
try. 

This isn’t me bragging on my kid. 
I’ll happily do that. This is me consider-
ing what might be the single biggest shift 
coming to the American workplace out of  
the Covid-19 pandemic. 

It’s just speculation now but what this 
will mean for those considered knowledge 
workers is seismic in its implications. And, 
it will trickle down to every ground-level 
retail operation surrounding all that poten-
tially soon-to-be vacant office space. 

If  you’ve not experienced Manhat-
tan, you might not understand or be able 
to consider all the banks, law offices, ad-
vertising agencies, accounting firms, ar-
chitectural shops, engineering businesses, 
investment brokerages … the white-collar 
nucleus of  the world, all five million of  
them, descending onto a geography of  less 
than a dozen square miles. 

Three million people commute into 
Manhattan every day. It’s possible most of  
them will no longer have to drive or take 
buses or trains into the city because they’ll 
be working from home.

Couple this with what it might mean 
for the over one and a half  million peo-
ple who currently live in Manhattan. Will 
they stay and pay those rents, or, given the 

choice, will they locate some-
place more spacious and af-
fordable? 

And what about all the 
people, those essential, front-
line workers – police, fire, 
EMS, healthcare, transporta-
tion, sanitation and courier/
delivery folks? What happens 
to them and their jobs when 
businesses decide big-city 
rents aren’t necessary?

There’s a sizable swath of  
jobholders all over America, 

who every day sit in an office, cubicle, or 
workstation, light up a screen, put on a 
headset, punch keys on a computer, and 
go to work. These people count beans, 
practice law, market products and services, 
move money, move merchandise, design 
buildings, buy and sell all kinds of  stuff  to 
all kinds of  people. 

Covid-19 is proving that these things 
are getting done right now from the relative 
comfort of  a person’s own residence. 

Masks? These folks may not be wear-
ing pants!

They’ll take a break, go to their kitch-
ens instead of  the nearby Starbuck’s, and 
make their own caffeinated concoctions. 
They’ll pick flowers from their gardens 
instead of  picking them up from the near-
est florist. They’ll eat lunch at their dining 
room tables instead of  in a crowded restau-
rant, in the company of  family instead of  
strangers who may or may not be coughing 
and feverish. 

It’s happening as you’re reading this. 
And, not only in New York. Our economic 
system demands businesses run both ef-
fectively AND efficiently. Millions of  
Americans, in Atlanta, Asheville, Green-
ville, Charlotte, Knoxville, pick a place, are 
already working from home, getting their 
groceries and their prepared meals deliv-
ered, buying most of  what they want from 
on-line retailers, getting most of  their en-
tertainment on big screens in comfortable 
rooms just down the hall. 

Whether we like it or not, American 
life is changing in the wake of  the pandem-
ic. How people shop, dine, are entertained, 
educate their children, obtain healthcare 
services, are all already in the throes of  
change. Some of  it will last for a time be-
fore returning to a more comfortable past. 

Advertising in Highlands Newspaper works. 
Call for rates • 828-200-1371• highlandseditor@aol.com
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...COVID continued from page 1

Call 828-526-3783
Center for Plastic Surgery 

To Schedule 

209 Hospital Dr, Ste 202, Highlands 
PlasticSurgreyToday.com

fearful. We wondered whether 
his case would be short-lived 
with minimal symptoms, but we 
soon found out we would not be 
so lucky.

On June 27th Christopher 
developed a fever of  103, but we 
still prayed for the best. For the 
next week, he spiked high fevers 
which were not alleviated with 
Tylenol and Ibuprofen. He had 
body aches, cold sweats, sleepless 
nights, numb toes and fingers 
and toward the end of  the week 
he had trouble breathing when 
ambulating from one room of  
the house to another.

The second week was worse, 
and we were losing hope that this 
would be a simple case of  Covid. 

During the second week 
with oxygen levels still decreasing, 
Christopher started to hallucinate 
and struggled to even get out of  
bed. We knew that we had to go 

to the ER so we took him and after 
another Covid test, chest x-ray, and 
lots of  lab work we were discharged 
home and told “You are young, you 
will recover fine at home, you can 
follow up if  symptoms get worse.”

We went home and two days 
later his oxygenation dropped 
down to a dangerous level so we 
went back to the hospital. This time 
he was admitted with pneumonia, 
shortness of  breath, and a slew of  
other diagnoses. He would be dis-
charged two days later because they 
needed the bed and he was again 
told, “You are young, we will get 
you some oxygen and you will re-
cover at home.”

The next week came and went, 
he was not getting better, he was 
slowly declining and was a shell of  
the man that I met more than 13 
years ago. 

On July 18, I woke up to my 
husband crying, clutching his chest, 

struggling to breathe stating, “This 
is it; I am going to die.” He was 
rushed to the hospital where he 
was again admitted, finally getting 
a confirmed Covid diagnosis after 
four negative ones. He also had 
another case of  pneumonia on 
top of  the one that he still had not 
recovered from before, his oxygen 
levels were dangerously low, and 
every night I worried this would 
be the night they would call me to 
tell me he needed to be put on a 
ventilator.

He received antibiotics and 
steroids and we waited patiently 
for the antiviral Remdesivir and a 
plasma donor who would match 
his blood type who had previously 
been diagnosed with Covid. 

On Tuesday night, July 21 
Christopher received his first dose 
of  Remdesivir. We would later find 
out the hospital he was in only re-
ceived 16 doses of  the medication 
that is continuously on backorder 
when there were easily triple that 
amount of  patients who needed 

the medication. 
The Remdesivir is a new treat-

ment for Covid and is technically 
considered a clinical trial and pa-
tients have to meet certain criteria 
to even be placed in the candidate 
pool. That same night they found 
a plasma match, so Christopher 
received his dose of  plasma with 
Covid anitbodies.

The next few days were touch 
and go. His symptoms didn’t 
change and the social isolation was 
becoming a terrible side effect on 
its own. As a society, I do not think 
we place enough emphasis on how 
hard it is for these patients to be 
socially isolated for weeks, some-
times months without the hug of  
a loved one, or just their presence 
in the room. 

However, we finally started 
to see a change on Saturday, July 
25th, a little over one month from 
the start of  symptoms. He smiled 
during Facetime, he posted on 
Facebook, he was hopeful, positive 
that the Remdesiver and plasma 
were finally working their magic! 
There is talk of  discharge as soon 
as he is well enough and we could 

not be more thankful. However, it 
will probably be at least another 
month before he will be able to 
return to work, and that is a guess 
-- it could be longer. No one has a 
clear picture about the long-term 
effects of  Covid.

We realize there are a lot of  
families fighting Covid, and even 
though we had a rocky road, we 
are so thankful that we did not 
lose the person my two boys and I 
love most in the world. We will get 
to live so much more of  this life 
with him and I am forever grate-
ful for that.

Whatever money is donated 
to our GoFundMe will be used 
to pay bills and the rest will be 
put aside for the incredibly high 
medical bills we know we will 
be acquiring as Christopher was 
uninsured due to a recent status 
change at his job as a nurse in a 
surgery center in Tampa.

The GoFundMe link 
is https://www.gofundme.
com/f/christopher-potts?utm_
med ium=copy_ l ink&utm_
s o u r c e = c u s t o m e r & u t m _
campaign=p_lico+share-sheet

Greyson, 9, and Declan, 6, with their parents Christopher and Kelly Potts 
before COVID.
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Advertising in Highlands Newspaper works. 
Call for rates • 828-200-1371

highlandseditor@aol.com
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• 

72_�, 
DIAMONDS 

ARE A GIRL'S 

!3�ff[Fted/ 

Fine Custom Jewelry 

Full Service Jeweler • Repairs • Restorations • Appraisals 

152 S. 2nd Street I Highlands, NC I 828-526-5858 
www.JannieBeanDesigns.com 

•eVent cHanges• 
Bel Canto

The annual Bel Canto concert whose proceeds support the High-
lands School music program as well as The Bascom exhibits has been 
cancelled for 2020.

It’s the first cancellation in 28 years and its due, of  course to the 
Covid outbreak.

Director Stell Huie asks that folks please contributions, regardless, 
so Bel Canto can still fulfill its mission this year. 

Meanwhile, Bel Canto is scheduled for September 12, 2021.
Highlands Twilight 5K and 10K 

Unfortunately we are having to postpone until November 28th at 9 
a.m. given present circumstances. You can still sign up for November!! 
Help us SAVE THE RACE! during these uncertain times so AHEC 
(Advance Highlands Education Committee) can purchase more lap-
tops for Highlands School. They are needed now more than ever, as the 
school adapts to the new circumstances created by COVID 19. 

Jim Tate, Derek Taylor, Hilary Wilkes, Janice Raby, Jeff  Weller, Me-
lissa Delany, and Leigh Hartman; board of  directors for AHEC, are per-
sonally asking you to HELP SAVE THE RACE! for our kids. All pro-
ceeds will go to the school for technology. Last year you helped us raise 
$25,000.00 for our kids. Signup, donate more!, sponsor, be generous, to 
help us exceed last year and SAVE THE RACE!!! Checkout the details 
and signup at www.highlandstwilight5kand10k.com. Contact Derek at 
828-200-9226 for questions or to sponsor. 

Mountaintop Art & Craft Show 
Mountaintop Art & Craft Show (previously the Village Square 

show) will be held in K-H Founders Park (Pine St.) Highlands from 10a 
to 5p. Aug. 29 & 30. If  the event is canceled due to Covid-19, there will 
be a virtual craft show.

Highlands F&R Annual Open House
Due to COVID-19, the Highlands Fire & Rescue Department 

will not be having its annual Open House this year. The event may be 
scheduled for later in the fall, but no plans have been made as of  yet.

taught at Highlands School 37 
years. I had previously taught 
at High Point Central (NC) af-
ter graduating Western Carolina 
University in the Fall of  1980. 
I taught there for a year and a 
half  before coming back to the 
mountains.

“Since being at Highlands 
I have taught several subjects, 
woodworking, drafting, electric-
ity, ceramics, basic automotive 
and graphic arts.

“When I first started here, 
there was one long hallway start-
ing with the Office and ending 
with the Kindergarten class-
rooms. A fond memory is of  
Larry Brooks calling down the 
hall to load the buses. The inter-
com was often not working prop-
erly. The population grew and we 
added portable classrooms. The 
High School wing and Middle 
School building were built, and 
later the Annex where the Social 
studies and Science classes are. 
A track and soccer fields were 
added and a new gym.

“Sports were a large part of  
my early career. I coached wres-
tling and soccer in High Point. 
After coming to Highlands, I 
started out assisting softball, and 
then I started coaching baseball 
in 1984. I later coached JV bas-
ketball and soccer.

“The biggest change in the 
educational system has been the 
digital world. Walkman and basic 
TR-80 and Apple computers in 
the ‘80’s were high tech. Now 
most of  our students have iPads 
for class. Where homeroom at-
tendance was taken with pencil 
and sent to the office daily, it’s 
now a push of  a button. Parents 
have access to their children’s 
grades at any time, not just at 
report card time. Snow day com-
munication has changed also. 
Long gone is the manual phone 
tree where the principal started 
calling and hopefully everyone 
received a call within 45 minutes. 
Now we receive phone calls, 
texts and emails, and hope every-
one receives the message.

“The best part of  teaching 

is of  course the kids. It has been a 
unique experience watching kin-
dergarteners come through the 
doors with huge excited eyes, and 
13 years later exit across the stage 
at graduation, ready to tackle the 
world.

“This will be my last year 
teaching at Highlands, and I will 
certainly miss all aspects, but it 
is time for someone younger to 
take over the program. I hope the 
lessons and skills taught through-
out the years will last my kids for 
a lifetime.” 

The following is the list of  
the “Teacher of  the Year” se-
lections in the Macon County 
School System’s 11 schools.

• Union Academy: Rachel 
Alford who was also selected at 
MC Schools 2020 Teacher of  the 

Year
• Macon Middle School: 

Scott Burns
• East Franklin Elementary 

School: Cieara Gregory
• Highlands SchoolL Dave 

Cashion
• Mountain View Intermedi-

ate School: Jennifer Nation
• Cartoogechaye Elementary 

School: Katrin Rholetter
• Iotla Valley Elementary 

School: Sheena Hughes
• Nantahala School: Jenny 

McMahan
• South Macon Elementary 

School: Christy Passmore
• Franklin High School: Bob 

Kuppers
• Macon Early College: Gary 

Brown

364 Main Street • Highlands 
828-526-9415

Washable & Adjustable Face Masks 
for Adults & Kiddos

• One size fits most 
• Kiddos 3-10 years old 

• Carbon Filters Available, too!

– Established 1993 –

Multi-pack disposable masks for 
kids also available
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Stock up on your favorite spices at 
The Spice & Tea Exchange in Highlands!

Bring your meals to life! 

330 Main Street • Highlands • 828-482-1609

the Macon County Virtual Acad-
emy (MCVA). 

The MCVA was launched 
specifically this year to provide 
100% remote instruction for par-
ents not wanting their child to 
return for in-person instruction 
as a result of  COVID19. Gover-
nor Roy Cooper required every 
district in the state to offer 100% 
remote instruction for any fami-
lies who wanted it – which is why 
Macon County launched the vir-
tual academy. 

The MCVA will keep stu-
dents enrolled in the school sys-
tem, which means that Macon 
County Schools will receive fund-
ing from the state based on their 
enrollment like usual. 

According to Macon County 
Schools Superintendent Dr. Chris 
Baldwin, MCS receives around 
$8,000 per year in funding per 
student. If  parents remove their 
children from the school system 
to homeschool independently, the 
district does not get that funding 
– which would be problematic if  
that child chooses to return to 
school mid-semester or in the 
Spring. 

Students enrolled in the 
MCVA will still be counted to-
ward the district’s Average Daily 
Membership (ADM) totals which 
is what determines the total fund-
ing amount for the district. 

MCVA students will also re-
ceive technical support from the 
school system including an iPad as 
well as a jetpack if  a student needs 
help with internet access. The 
MCVA will be staffed with Ma-
con County teachers who will be 
available for tutoring, in-person 
conferences and help, and other 
specialized attention depending 
on a child’s needs. 

“Instruction for these cours-
es may be provided by MCS 
teachers, NCVPS or other ave-
nues,” said Dr. Baldwin. “First, we 
need to know how many students 
request these courses through the 
virtual academy as well as how 
many teachers are willing, or need 
to teach these courses virtually.  
Once we get this information 
from the surveys, we can better 
determine how the instruction 

will be provided.”
Survey were sent out last 

Wednesday and results and de-
cisions made due to answers on 
the surveys will be discussed to-
night at a special-called Board of  
Education meeting.

Students enrolled with the 
MCVA will also be allowed to 
participate in sports or club 
activities, assuming they are 
permitted under COVID19 re-
strictions, with the school they 
attended prior to virtual learn-
ing. This is not available with 
traditional home-schooling pro-
grams.

The administrative structure 
of  the MCVA will depend on the 
number of  students who sign 
up as well as decisions made by 
North Carolina Department of  
Instruction (NCDPI).

“NCDPI has had a high 
volume of  requests for virtual 
schools and cannot guarantee an 
administrator for Macon Coun-
ty’s virtual academy at this time,” 
said Dr. Baldwin. “If  there is 
not a dedicated principal for the 
MCVA, we would have a central 
point of  contact for parents to 
reach out to for questions.”

Students who begin the 
school year in the virtual acad-
emy must remain enrolled in the 
virtual academy for the entire se-
mester (9 weeks). However, stu-
dents who begin with in-person 
instruction will be permitted to 
switch to the virtual academy at 
any time.

If  a senior chooses to en-
roll in MCVA, they will still be 
permitted to graduate with the 
school they attended prior to 
COVID19 and their diploma 
will be from their original high 
school. 

Parents who selected the 
Virtual Academy option on the 
parent survey have done every-
thing necessary for their child to 
be enrolled this Fall. 

However, if  a parent filled 
out the survey and did not select 
the Virtual Academy, but now 
wishes to enroll their child, they 
need to contact the school their 
child last attended and make 



Highlands Newspaper - Thurs., July 30, 2020 - 828-200-1371 - Page 17

•sPiritually sPeaking • Proverbs 3:5 • Places to worsHiP •
BLUE VALLEY BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Oliver Rice, Pastor (706) 782-3965

Sundays: School:10 a.m., Worship:11 
Sunday night services every 2nd & 4th Sunday at 7 

Wednesdays: Mid-week prayer meeting:7 p.m.
BUCK CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH

828-269-3546 • Rev. Jamie Passmore, Pastor
Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11 

CASHIERS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Rev. Wes Sharpe, Pastor 828-743-5298
Sundays: School at 9:30 Worship 10:30

Wednesday night Dinner and Service 5:30 
CHAPEL OF THE SKY

Sky Valley, GA • 706-746-2999 
Sundays: 10 a.m.:Worship 

Holy Communion 1st & 3rd Sundays 
CHRIST ANGLICAN CHURCH 

Rector: Jim Murphy, 252-671-4011 
464 US Hwy 64 east, Cashiers 

9:30a Early Service; 11a Worship Service; 
CHRIST CHURCH OF THE VALLEY, CASHIERS

Pastor Brent Metcalf • 743-5470
Sun.10:45am, S.S 9:30am. Wed. 6pm supper and teaching.

Tues. Guys study 8am, Gals 10am.
CLEAR CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH

Pastor Jim Kinard
Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11a.m. 
1st & 3rd Sunday night Service: 7.p.m.

Wednesdays –Supper at 6 p.m. 
COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH
www.cbchighlands.com • 526-4685
3645 Cashiers Rd, Highlands, NC 

Sr. Pastor Gary Hewins  
Sun.: 9:30am: Sunday School10:30am: Middle & High School; 

10:45am: Child. Program,10: 45am: Worship
Wed.: 5pm Dinner ($7 adult, $2 child), 6pm CBC U.

COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH OF SKY VALLEY
706.746.3144• 696 Sky Valley Way #447, 

Pastor Gary Hewins
Worship: Sun. 9 a.m., with Holy Communion the 1st & 3rd 
Sun.; Tues: Community Supper 5:30 followed by Bible Study. 
EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF THE INCARNATION

Rev. W. Bentley Manning • 526-2968
Monday-Friday: Morning Prayer at 8:15a. Sundays: 8 am 

Holy Eucharist Rite I; 9 am Sunday School; 10:30 am Holy 
Eucharist Rite II. Childcare available at 10:30

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH HIGHLANDS
828-526-4153 • www.fbchighlands.org

Dr. Mark Ford, Pastor• 220 Main Street, Highlands 
Sun.:Worship 10:45 am; Sun.: Bible Study 9:30 am

Wed.: Men’s Bible Study 8:30 am; Choir 5p; Prayer Mtg 6:15p 
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Curtis Fussell & Emily Wilmarth, pastors 

526-3175 • fpchighlands.org
Sun.: Worship 8:30a Adult Ed.: 9:30a.m.; Worship 11 a.m.

Mondays: Men’s Prayer Group & Breakfast 8 a.m. 
Wed: Choir:6p

GOLDMINE BAPTIST CHURCH
(Off Franklin/Highlands Rd) 

Sunday School:10 am, Worship Service:11 am
GRACE COMMUNITY CHURCH OF CASHIERS

Non-Denominational-Contemporary Worship
242 Hwy 107N, 1/4 miles from Crossroads in Cashiers

www.gracecashiers.com • Pastor Steve Doerter: 743-9814
Services: Sundays 10am - Wed. - 7pm; Dinner - Wed. 6pm 

HAMBURG BAPTIST CHURCH
Hwy 107N. • Glenville, NC • 743-2729 • Nathan Johnson
Sunday: School 9:45a, Worship 11a & 7p, Bible Study 6p

Wed. Kidsquest 6p.; Worship 7p.
HIGHLANDS ASSEMBLY OF GOD

Randy Reed, Pastor 828-421-9172 • 165 S. Sixth Street  
Sundays: Worship:11 

HIGHLANDS CENTRAL BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Dan Robinson

670 N. 4th Street (next to the Highlands Civic Center)
Sun.: Morning Worship 10:45a., Evening Worship, 6p. 

Wednesday: Prayer Service, 6:30 p.
HIGHLANDS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

Pastor Randy Lucas 526-3376
Virtual Service Only

10a Sunday
HOLY FAMILY LUTHERAN CHURCH: ELCA

Chaplain Margaret Howell • 2152 Dillard Road • 526-9741
Worship/Communion:10:30 

All are welcome.
HEALING SERVICE on the 5th Sunday of the month.

MACEDONIA BAPTIST CHURCH
8 miles south of Highlands on N.C. 28 S in Satolah

Pastor Zane Talley
Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11, Choir:6 p.m.

Wed: Bible Study and Youth Mtg.:7 p.m.
MOUNTAIN SYNAGOGUE

at St. Cyprian’s Episcopal Church, Franklin • 828-524-9463
MOUNTAIN BIBLE CHURCH 

743-2583 • Independent Bible Church 
Sun:10:30 a.m. at Big Ridge Baptist Church,  

4224 Big Ridge Road (4.5 miles from NC 107) 
Weds: Bible Study 6:30 p.m.; Youth Group 6 p.m. 

OUR LADY OF THE MOUNTAINS  
CATHOLIC CHURCH

Rev. Fr. Jason K. Barone – 526-2418
Mass: Thurs. 12:10; Fri. 9am; Sun: 11 a.m.

SCALY MOUNTAIN BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Marty Kilby

Sundays: School –10 a.m.; Worship –11 a.m. & 7 
Wednesdays: Prayer Mtg.:7 p.m.

SCALY MOUNTAIN CHURCH OF GOD
290 Buck Knob Road; Pastor Donald G. Bates • 526-3212
Sun.: School:10 a.m.; Worship:10:45 a.m.; Worship: 6 p.m.

SHORTOFF BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Rev. Andy Cloer 

Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11 a.m. 
Wednesdays: Prayer & Bible Study:6 p.m. 
ST. JUDE’S CATHOLIC CHURCH
Mass: Thurs. 9am, Fri., 11am; Sun. 9am 

THE CHURCH OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD
1448 Highway 107 S., Office: 743-2359 • Rev. Rob Wood
June-Sept: Sunday Services: Rite I, 8a, Rite II, 9:15 & 11a

Nursery available for Rite II services
Sept 6-Oct 25-Informal Evening Eucharist-5:30 p.m. 

Thursday: Noon Healing Service with Eucharist.
UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST FELLOWSHIP 

85 Sierra Drive, Franklin • uufranklin.org  
Sunday Worship - 11 a.m. 

WHITESIDE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Rev. Sam Forrester/Cashiers

Sunday School:10 am, Worship Service:11 am

John 3:16

• See SPIRITUALLY SPEAKING page 18

Looking for a church home? 
Wayfarers Unity Chapel is a non denominational, 
inclusive church located at 182 Wayfarer Lane, off 

Highway 246 in Dillard, GA, just 1.7 miles from 
Highway 441 

Social time begins at 9:30 and services 
begin at 10 a.m. on Sundays

Visit our website www.wayfarersunity.org 
for more information, or call 706-746-3303

Holy Family Lutheran Church

We social distance and wear masks
Please join us for worship 

this Sunday 10:30 AM 
Pastor Steve Ridenhour will officiate

2152 Dillard Road Highlands, NC

In recent months, our way of  life has been turned 
upside down. Living in a Covid-19 world has forced us 
to evaluate how we live and interact with our families 

and our community. 
We understand that for the safety of  those around us, 

we must remain separated from one another. We remain 
separated to avoid the possibility of  sharing the virus with 
others, if  by some chance we are asymptomatic. We practice 
social distancing, separating ourselves from one another by 
six feet or more. We wear masks to keep tiny particles of  
aerosol separated from others. 

We refrain from mass gathering. The Baseball season 
opened without stadium fans. Family and community 
gatherings have been canceled. Worshipping communities 
are re-imagining opportunities for worship but gathering 
is a part of  our worshipping DNA.

Separation from family and loved ones who are sick 
and hospitalized, living in nursing homes, or senior living 
communities is especially difficult. We need to hug our loved 
ones. But Covid-19 keeps us separated. 

During this time of  separation, I am reminded of  
the words from St. Paul, 31What then are we to say about 
these things? If  God is for us, who is against us? 32He who did not 

Our changing 
world

Rev. Steve Ridenhour 
Lutheran Church 
of the Holy Family, Highlands
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...WORD MATTER continued from 13

Wilbanks Smile Center

706-886-9439 • 800-884-9439
278 East Doyle St. • Toccoa, GA

COMPLETE DENTAL CARE UNDER ONE ROOF

You are only 50 miles away from 40 years experience in 
top-notch, high-tech, one-stop dentistry known for its gentle touch. 

www.WilbanksSmileCenter.com

• Dental Implants • Root Canal Therapy
• SINGLE VISIT CROWNS! 

• Orthodontics including Invisalign  
• Wisdom Teeth Extractions 

and of course ...
• Fillings and Cleanings

(IV Sedation, too)

Dr. Joseph H. Wilbanks, D.D.S.

Other aspects will change com-
pletely, forever.

The American workplace 
is ripe for a major reimagining. 
HVAC systems will be redesigned 
to address concerns for workers’ 
health. Some physical distancing 

will factor into floor planning. And 
then, there’s working from home. 

Technology provided the 
means for a kind of  2.0 version of  
the American economy. The coro-
navirus presented the impetus to 
develop models necessary to meet 

the future. 
This. Is. Happening. Instead 

of  “going back,” we’re mov-
ing forward, and entering what 
I think of  as America’s Zoom 
Economy.

that the chain restaurants and box 
stores need to make their business 
models successful, which will help 
our town maintain the charm that 
makes us unique.”

Maybe I am reading that sen-
tence wrong, but it seems to imply 
that chain restaurants and big box 
stores are inevitable in Highlands 
and that they get to make the de-
cision whether to establish them-
selves here, or not. It is my conten-
tion that it is not their decision; it is 

the decision and/or the choice of  
the people of  Highlands. We get 
to decide whether we want them 
here or not, not the other way 
around.

What, exactly, is the ultimate 
vision of  our local Realtors and 
our Chamber of  Commerce when 
they are dreaming of  Highlands’ 
future?

Alice Nelson
Highlands

...LETTERS continued from page 5
Dear Editor,

If  you truly want to relax, I 
mean truly,truly relax, it’s easy. All 
you have to do is on a beautiful 
day, sit outside in a comfortable 
chair and watch the clouds. And 
if  you really, really want to relax, 
while watching the clouds start 
counting some of  your many, 
many blessings. Be careful, it is 
contagious plus it works every 
time.

Kenny Youmans 
Highlands

How to relax

withhold his own Son, but gave him 
up for all of  us, will he not with him 
also give us everything else? 33Who will 
bring any charge against God’s elect? 
It is God who justifies. 34Who is to 
condemn? It is Christ Jesus, who died, 
yes, who was raised, who is at the right 
hand of  God, who indeed intercedes for 
us. 35Who will separate us from the love 
of  Christ? Will hardship, or distress, 
or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, 
or peril, or sword? 

“No, in all these things we are 
more than conquerors through him who 
loved us. 38For I am convinced that 
neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor 
rulers, nor things present, nor things to 
come, nor powers, 39nor height, nor depth, 
nor anything else in all creation, will be 
able to separate us from the love of  God 
in Christ Jesus our Lord.” Romans 
8:31-35, 37-39. NRSV.

I am also reminded of  Jesus 
departing words for his disciples, 
“And remember, I am with you always 
to the end of  the age.” Matthew 28:20. 
(NRSV)

 God has promised to be 
with us always. Nothing in all 
creation, even a global pandemic, 
can separate us from the love of  
God in Christ Jesus. 

 Assured of  Christ presence 
and love for us, we are called 
to share the love of  Christ with 
others. In this Covid-19 world, 
we may share Christ love with 
our neighbor as we practice social 
distancing, wear masks, wash our 
hands, and offer radical grace and 
extreme patience with others. And 
in so doing, we will share with 
our neighbors the unifying and 
sacrificial love of  Jesus. 

...SPIRITUALLY SPEAKING 
 continued from page 17

friend who never slows down.
As for Leta, the protagonist, 

like me, she’s Greek and she’s a 
retired banker. Her cooking, the 
books she reads, her addiction to 
Words with Friends — all of  those 
traits come from me as does her 
love of  bicycling. I had to laugh 
when my editor inquired about 
Leta’s age. She thought Leta was 
probably in her 50s and wasn’t sure 
she’d be bicycling if  she was. I sent 
her a photo of  me and my hus-
band cycling in the Greek Islands 
— when I was in my 50s. 

By the way, my real-life hus-
band is very much alive and none 
too pleased that I’m a widow in the 
books. I keep reminding him I say 
lovely things about Henry, Leta’s 
husband, and all those compli-
ments are references to him. 

Do you write with a theme in 
mind?

I don’t know that I’d call it a 
theme, but there are certain things 
that I plan to always include in the 

books. My real-life girlfriends are 
hugely important to me, so the 
camaraderie among Leta, Wendy, 
and Belle plays a big part in the 
series. I don’t belong to a book 
club, but I’m an avid reader, and 
each book includes a scene at the 
Book Nook, the village bookshop. 
When a book is read by the book 
club, you can be assured I’ve read 
and enjoyed it. And you’ll notice 
that books and authors are men-
tioned throughout. That’s the way 
conversations go with my girl-
friends here in Atlanta.

What’s the most meaningful 
thing a fan has said about your 

books?
The statement that made me 

glow was from a woman who said 
that Belle reminded her of  her 
grandmother. 

After that, I’m delighted that 
two things show up time after time 
in my reviews. One is that readers 
appreciate the relationship among 
the friends in the books and that 

the women are well-rounded and 
intelligent. One review described 
them as “full-throated.” Another 
is that people are pleasantly sur-
prised they love the talking ani-
mals, that they add an interesting 
element to the book. Yes, Dick-
ens & Christie talk to Leta, and 
she understands them. She’s the 
only person who does.

Any parting words to leave 
with us?

Of  course! We writers always 
have words. First, thanks again 
for the invitation. And, second, I 
hope readers will grab a copy of  
Bells, Tails, & Murder and get to 
know Leta and her friends—in-
cluding the four-legged ones!

• Author Kathy Manos Penn is a 
Georgia resident. Find her cozy myster-
ies on Amazon. Locally, “Lord Banjo 
the Royal Pooch” is available at High-
lands Mountain Paws. Contact her at 
inkpenn119@gmail.com, and follow 
her on Facebook, www.facebook.com/
KathyManosPennAuthor/. 

...INK PENN continued from page 6

them aware by Friday, July 31. 
Parents who want to enroll 

their child in the Virtual Academy 
and do not plan to complete the 

survey, may do so by also con-
tacting the school their child last 
attended.

Macon County Schools will 

be announcing final plans for 
the Fall school year on July 30, 
the day before the virtual acad-
emy enrollment deadline.

...VIRTUAL continued from page 16



Highlands Police entries from July 
13. Only the names of persons arrested, 
issued a Class-3 misdemeanor or public 
officials have been used.

July 13
• At 10 a.m., officers received a report of 

a breaking & entering with larceny at a resi-
dence on Holt Circle where tools valued at 
$900 were taken.

July 14
• At 2:49 p.m., officers responded to a 

2-vehicle accident on NC 106 near Upper 
Buttermilk Road.

July 16
• At 9:18 a.m., officers responded to a 

2-vehicle accident on US 64 east near Sher-
wood Forest Road.

July 20
• At 7:30 a.m., officers received a report 

of destruction of property valued at $200 at 
the skate park at the Rec Park.

• At 2 p.m., officers responded to a 2-ve-
hicle accident at the entrance to Highlands 
Mountain Club and NC 106.

July 21

•At 11:59 a.m., the embezzlement of 
more than $30,000 was reported from 
Brunch HQ in Wright Square.

• At noon, officers received a report of 
the unauthorized use of a vehicle at Brunch 
HQ in Wright Square.

July 23
• At 8:30 a.m., Lyndsey Alicia Gonzalez, 

24, of Cullowhee, NC was arrested on war-
rants for offenses committed in another juris-
diction. He was issued a $2,500 secured bond. 
His trial date is Aug. 18.

• At 3 p.m., officers received a report of 
larceny of lawn chairs from a residence on 
Wyanoak Road.

The Highlands Fire & Rescue log 
from July 20.

July 20
• At 1:39 p.m., the dept. responded to a 

motor vehicle accident on NC 106.
• At 3:03 p.m., the dept. provided public 

assistance to a location on Main Street.
July 21
• At 10:42 a.m., the dept. was first-re-

sponders to a residence on Dendy Orchard 

•Police & fire rePorts•
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Road.
• At 6:55 p.m., the dept. responded to 

the call of a gas leak at a residence on Wya-
noak Road.

July 23
• At 1:06 p.m., the dept. was first-re-

sponders to a location on Main Street.
July 24
• The dept. responded to a fire alarm 

at a location on Main Street and a possible 
structure fire.

• At 12:56 p.m., the dept. responded to 
a call of an electrical fire smell at a residence 
on Holt Circle.

• At 10:40 p.m., the dept. responded to a 
motor vehicle accident on US 64 west. It was 
cancelled en route.

July 25

• At 10:05 a.m., the dept. responded to 
a fire alarm at a residence on Flat Mountain 
Road.

• At 2:31 p.m., the dept. responded to 
a motor vehicle accident at Holt Road and 
NC 106.

July 26
• At 6:21 p.m., the dept. provided mutual 

aid to the Cashiers FD.
July 27
• At 7:53 p.m., the dept. responded to 

a medical alarm at a residence on Western 
Rhodes Road.

• At 8:35 a.m., the dept. responded to 
a fire alarm at a residence on Cottage Lane.

• At 7:12 p.m., the dept. was first-re-
sponders to a residence on Chowan Drive.

The Highlands Police Department is requesting information in the following cases:
A Dewalt table saw and a Dewalt chop saw were reported stolen from a job site on 

Holt Circle during the weekend of  July 10. The Police Department is looking for any 
information on the location of  these tools, or any suspicious activity observed in the area 
of  Holt Circle during the July 10 weekend. 

The Police Department is also looking for information on vandalism which occurred 
at the Highlands Skate Park at the Highlands Civic Center. During the evening hours of  
July 19 the park was vandalized by graffiti painted on the concrete. 

If  you have any information on either of  these crimes, please contact Highlands 
Police Department at (828) 526-9431 or email Investigator Tim Broughton at tim.brough-
ton@highlandsnc.org

Highlands Police Dept. Seeks Information

Notice is hereby given that the Highlands Police Department, Highlands North Car-
olina, has in their possession, Bicycles, Computer Equipment, Jewelry, Driver’s Licenses, 
Books, Wallets, Purses, Clothing, Cell Phones, Electronics, US Currency, Firearms, and 
other various items which have been turned in to the department as found property and 
have been held for a time greater than the required preservation time as described by 
state law. 

All persons who have or claim any possessory interest of  these items are request-
ed to make and establish such claim or interest to the Highlands Police Department 
Evidence and Property Section no later than 30 days from the date of  this publication. 
Claims for said property may be made to Sergeant Tim Broughton - Property Control 
Manager. Persons may make claim of  ownership in the following manners: In person at 
the Highlands Police Department, 372 Oak Street, Highlands North Carolina; by phone 
by calling (828) 526-9431; or by email to tim.broughton@highlandsnc.org. Proof  of  
ownership is required.

The Highlands Police Department will offer said articles for auction, donation, or 
destruction after the 30 days. Auction of  suitable property will be handled by www.gov-
deals.com and funds from auctioned property will be turned over to the Macon County 
Public School System. Unclaimed bicycles and property will be donated to a charity orga-
nization. Property not suitable for donation or auction will be destroyed.

This notice is given in accordance with provisions the General Statutes of  North 
Carolina, Chapter 15, Section 12.

Notice of Unclaimed Property

 Posh Paws Pet Spa   
 828-526-9581  

411 N. 4TH STREET, HIGHLANDS, NC 28741 
OPEN YEAR ROUND TUESDAY-SATURDAY 9-5  

 

Summertime= 
Treat Time!!! 

 

10% off of ALL treats 
throughout the month of 

August!!! 
 Posh Paws carries soft, chewy, meaty, and jerky treats 

as well as dental chews, bully sticks, frozen doggy yogurt, 
and health supplementing treats. 

There are also plenty of new toys to check out!!! 
 Pure Vita and NutriSource food is back in stock. 
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209 N. 4th Street
(Corner of N. 4th and Oak streets 

upstairs across from Town Hall. 

Phone: 828-526-3241
Fax: 828-482-9019
Email: rachelbkelleyllc@gmail.com

Rachel B. Kelley, PMHNP-BC
ARNP - Board Certified
Psychiatric • Mental Health
Medication Management
Positive Wellness

Whiteside Cove  
Cottages

800-805-3558 • 828-526-2222

5 new log cabins 
nestled in the hemlocks 
on 25 acres at the base 

of Whiteside 
Mountain.

,:. 
VIVA WELLNESS 
526-1566

CBD � HEALS 
• 50 mg CBD 30 Pressed Tabs

• 50 mg CBD 30 Gel Caps
• I 00 mg CBD 30 Gel Caps

• CBD cream and balm
Also Available: 

Far Infrared Sauna Capsule 
Massage Spa Capsule 

5 Cotta e Row • U.S. 64 East 
Whole Body Vibration

• Interior & Exterior Painting
• Pressure Washing

• House Maintenance
• Drywall Repair

• Deck Repair
Quality Work • Fully Insured

Lupe Gonzales
avpintura@gmail.com

828-332-1539 or 678-873-2927

• Grading
• Excavating
• Driveways
• Build sites

• Hauling
• Septic Systems 

Edwin Wilson
Cell (828) 421-3643 

Office/fax (828) 526-4758
wilsongrading@yahoo.com 

Mendoza 
Tree Expert
Quality Tree Care 

& Removal •16+ years

828-200-9217
Fully Insured 

estimates@mendozatree.com
www.mendozatree.com

FIREWOOD FOR SALE

We accept al l  credit cards

Bill Barber 
Homes

billbarber22@gmail.com
billbarberhomes.com

(828)
226-9696

We have a special knack for 
keeping your taxes on track

Brophy & Associates
Consulting, LLC

Robbin Brophy
Enrolled Agent
(828) 558-4300

• Tax return preparation for small 
 businesses and individuals
• QuickBooks training and 
 bookkeeping services
• IRS/State representation

367 Dellwood Rd., Bldg. E, Ste. 3
Waynesville, NC 28786

(828) 558-4300 office • (833) 234-4881 fax
brophytax.com

robbin@brophytax.com

(828) 482-9374
(772) 532-0706

The Highlands Barbershop

Open Mon.-Sat.
10a to 5p

Billingsley 
Turf Management 
and Landscaping 

For all of your 
turf and landscaping projects, 

Call 828-526-2258

446 Oak Street 
across from the park.

Enter from Oak Street



chestnut storage

Look for our sign!
10890 Buck Creek Rd. - 1/2 mile off Cashiers Rd near the hospital 

Storage Units Available
Secure 24 Hour Access

Easy In - Easy Out
Great Rates - Great Terms

Call today to find out why we’re
“Highland’s Premier Facility”

828-482-1045

Ryan M. Bears
Broker

Pat Allen, Broker in Charge

Cell: 803-271-5426
Office: 828-526-8784

Ryan@patallenrealtygroup.com

MORALESPAINTINGANDSERVICES@GMAIL.COM

706.982.9768
828-226.5347

INTERIOR/EXTERIOR PAINTING • LAWN MAINTENANCE
HOUSE MAINTENANCE • QUALITY WORK

FULLY INSURED

Highlands Automotive

2851 Cashiers Road • highlandsautomotive.com
828-787-2360

NC
Inspection

Station

Service
&

Repair

• Residential or  
Commercial 

• Over 40 Years  
Experience 

• Fast and Dependable
• FREE Estimates

• FREE Pick-up and 
Delivery

American 
Upholstery 

Same Phone Numbers:
(864) 638-9661 cell: (864) 710-9106

WE HAVE MOVED TO

Sample Books Available

105 Ashley Drive • Walhalla, SC 29691
(Same Owners: Morris & Rachel Bible)
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SHARBRADOR 
Quality Asphalt Sealing 

&. Small Repairs 
Free Evaluations with nmely Quotes 

Call or Text: 828-526-9347 

~Excellent communication 
~Fully insured ~Quality work 

Set up a time that will work for YOU, whether 
you prefer to be there or not is up to you. 

specializing in thorough brush-on 
application and consistent, clean finish 

HIGH PRESSURE WASHING IS OUT!
LOW PRESSURE SOFT WASH IS IN!

Hometown Cedar Roof Cleaning

828-342-5432

• Certified • Softwash process 
• Eradicate infestations

• Rehydrate shakes • Extend roof life
FREE ESTIMATE

Call or email for a FREE Eagleview 
report of your roof including pictures 

and measurements.
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•classifieDs•
FOR SALE 
CATS/KITTENS – $5 

each. orange & white or Tan 
& white. Text 828-200-0397

SOLOFLEX HOME 
GYM with butterfly, and 
leg attachments. List price is 
$3380, asking $1000 OBO. 
434-242-1174 (st. 5/21)

E-Z UP 10X10 VEN-
DOR TENT with sidewalls 
& weights. Excellent condition. 
$170. 828-526-1031 (st. 1/30) 

FIREWOOD FOR 
SALE. Call or text Matt at 
706-239-0880. (st. 9/26)

WANTED 
LOCAL RESIDENTS 

LOOKING FOR HOUSE 
to rent at reasonable price. 
At least two bedrooms, must 
allow pets. Need ASAP. Call/
Text 828-200-0397 (st. 7/30). 

COMIC BOOKS – Buy 
/ Sell. Call Bob @ 302-530-
1109 (9/24)

TO BUY COLT PY-
THON. THE OLDER THE 
BETTER. Call 526-9803. (st. 
7/2)

FULL HOUSE GAL-
LERY in Highlands Plaza is 
accepting CONSIGNMENT 
FURNITURE. Please call or 
text Susan at 828-526-6004. 
(st. 3/19)

WANTED TO BUY: 
US & Foreign COINS & CUR-
RENCY. Top prices paid, free 
appraisals, call Dan at 828-
421-1616 or email danhaza-
zer@gmail.com (8/13)

HARLEY DAVIDSON 
MOTORCYCLE MEMO-
RABILIA. Call Sandra La 
Jeunesse at 828-371-2214. 

HELP WANTED
WOLFGANGS is look-

ing for a Sous Chef with a 
solid track record. for dinner 
prep and service. Need to be 
creative. Also waitstaff, backer. 

Best award of Wine Spectator. 
Please email mindygreen@
me.com for either position. 
(st. 5/28)

THE LOG CABIN res-
taurant, downtown Highlands, 
is hiring all positions includ-
ing sous chef, front of house 
manager, servers, line cooks 
and handymanlandscaper to 
start immediately. Call 828 
526-5777 or email jason@
logcabinhighlands.com. (st. 
6/11)

LUXURY LODGE 
MANAGER needed for 
live in position. Prefer a local 
couple/individual to entertain, 
offer cooking classes and main-
tain facility while enjoying living 
in an exceptional facility. Must 
have impeccable references 
and some experience in hospi-
tality/maintence.mrpaulkrk@
yahoo.com. (st. 6/11) 

LOCAL TREE COM-
PANY HIRING – Jesse’s Tree 
Service, LLC, local to the High-
lands, NC area is seeking both 
tree climbers and grounds/
cleanup crew. Pat experience 
a plus but company will train. 
Salary is based on experience. 
We ae looking for reliable, 
drug-free, hard working indi-
viduals. Driver’s license and a 
clean driving record a plus. If 
interested, please call owner, 
Jesse Finley at 828-342-1974 
to set up an interview. (st. 6/4) 

NOW HIRING PART- 
AND FULL-TIME AS-
SOCIATES FOR RETAIL 
STORE. Must be willing to 
work weekends and holidays. 
Call Shannon at 526-8864 or 
email Shannon@dutchmans-
designs.com (st. 6/4) 

NOW HIRING AT 
WILD THYME. We are look-
ing for a sous chef, waitstaff, 

dishwasher and hostess. Must 
have positive attitude and reli-
able transportation. Apply in 
person at Wild Thyme Gour-
met in Town Square on Main 
Street in Highlands. Please no 
phone calls. (st. 5/28) 

AT OEI – Servers, Host/
Hostess, Bartenders, Bussers, 
Asst. Pastry Chef, Pastry Cook, 
Cook, Dishwashers, Reserva-
tionists, Bellman, Front Desk, 
Night Auditor, Housekeepers, 
Turndown Attendants, House-
man Cosmetologist, Certified 
Massage Therapist, Spa At-
tendant, Part-time Marketing 
& Administrative Assistant, 
Gardener’s Assistants (Full-
time year round, full-time 
seasonal, part-time seasonal) 
Please apply online at www.
oldedwardsinn.com/careers

 JOIN OUR TEAM! 
Nectar Juice Bar (located 
inside Whole Life Market) is 
now hiring! Are you looking 
for a fun, healthy-minded in-
dividual looking for full-time, 
year-round work? Experience 
is not necessary, but kitchen 
or barista skills a plus. Com-
petitive pay! Apply at Whole 
Life Market, 680 N. 4th St., 
Highlands. 

CHESTNUT HILL is an 
upscale Assisted Living Com-
munity in search of a Dietary 
Cook, CNAs, Med Techs, Wait 
Staff and Housekeeping. Send 
resume to Lindabtiff@aol.com 
or call 828-526-5251. (st. 2/13)

RANDEVU now hiring 
waitstaff, hostess and expediter. 
Call 828-743-0190. (st. 2/27)

EMPLOYMENT OP-
PORTUNITIES AVAIL-
ABLE AT HIGHLANDS 
SMOKEHOUSE. Hiring line 
cooks, and front of the house. 
Commitment to excellence in 
food quality and guest service. 

We are proud of the products 
and service we provide, we 
create experiences not just 
sell food. Offering defined, 
sane schedules and healthy 
work environment allowing 
for a balanced life. Very co-
operative pay. Food service 
experience preferred. Tobacco 
free workplace. Contact us at 
Smokehouserecruiting@gmail.
com (st. 5/2)

S A L E S  A S S O C I -
ATE HIGH END RETAIL 
CLOTHING STORE IN 
HIGHLANDS AND CA-
SHIERS, NC. Full time, part 
time and seasonal. Inquire to 
828-200-0928. (st. 3/38) 

SERVICES 
I INSTALL TILE! TILE 

is Healthy & Non-Toxic. Spe-
cializing in Shower/Bathroom, 
Kitchen/Backlashes, Entrance 
Ways/Patios & Flooring. 25yrs 
experience. Also offer grout 
cleaning. Licensed & Insured. 
Mike Bertone/Owner of Ber-
tone Tile Design & Flooring 
LLC. 828-526-4943 or text: 
321-303-7560. (8/27) 

HIGHLANDS-CA-
SHIERS HANDYMAN: 
Repairs, remodeling, paint-
ing, pressure washing, minor 
plumbing and electric, decks 
and additions. Free Estimates. 
Insured. Call 828-200-4071. 
(6/11)

HIGHLANDS HANDI-
MAN – Can fix anything inside 
or out. Carpentry, Interior and 
exterior painting, pressure 
washing, lawn care, hauling. 
and will monitor house during 
winter. Free Estimates. Refer-
ences. Call Tony. 828-200-5770 
or 828-482-0159. (st. 3/26) 

GUTTER CLEANING, 
METAL ROOF & FABRI-
CATON roof repairs, chimney 
flashing, debris removal, pres-

sure washing. Call 371-1103. 
(st. 6/27/19)

HIGH COUNTRY 
PHOTO/KEVIN VIN-
SON: scanning photos, 
slides & negatives to CD 
or DVD for easier view-
ing. Video transfer to DVD. 
Everything done in house. 
Leave message at 828-526-
5208. (st. 6/4) 

REAL ESTATE FOR 
RENT

ROOM FOR RENT 
– Spacious Scaly Mountain 
Home w/caring roommates. 
$500/month. 610.955.9356. 
(st. 7/9) 

REAL ESTATE FOR 
SALE

BY OWNER  – Nice 
year-round 3BR/3BA home. 
Excellent view of lake. Ad-
jacent to Lakeside Park in 
Rocky Knob. 3,700’ eleva-
tion. 7 miles from Highlands 
on the Atlanta side. Gated 
and paved road.  $659,000. 
Call 888-706-4551. (st. 7/30)

HIGHLANDS CON-
DO – 1 bed plus bonus 
room with 2 bathrooms, ac-
tivity room, one-car garage. 
239-597-2959. (st. 7/16)

5 LOTS. 3.22 ACRES. 
Borders NSFS. VIEWS. Well, 
septics, utilities, roads in-
stalled. PRIVATE. Multiple 
exit/entry. 2/2 residence. 
ask ing  $186 ,000 Ca l l 
828.482.2050. 

SIX ACRES ON 
BUCK CREEK ROAD 
behind Highlands-Cashiers 
Hospital. Sign on property. 
843-460-8015. (st. 5/30) 

2 / 2  C L AY T O N 
H O M E  I N  L O W-
ER CLEAR CREEK. 
1+acre ,P r i v a te . V i ew. 
$118,000. Call 706.782.9728 
(st. 9/5) 



Main Street Inn & Bistro 
828-526-2590 • mainstreet-inn.com

“Ace is the Place.”

At Main & 3rd streets
Highlands 526-2157

Hardware
Reeves

3

www.highlandsiscalling.com
828-526-3717 

11

Country Club Properties
“Your local hometown 

Real Estate professionals.”
3 Offices 828-526-2520

www.CCPHighlandsNC.com

2 “Highlands is calling  
and I must go.”

6

Suzanne McDavid
Broker

cell: (678) 276-6133 • Off: (828) 526-8300

401 N 5th St., Highlands

SILVER EAGLE 

349 Main Street, Highlands, NC
828.526.5190 silvereaglegallery.com

Native American Jewelry
  Crystal & Gem Gallery

33

33
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2
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9

Mitzi Rauers, Broker 
404-218-9123 

mitzi@meadowsmtnrealty.com
meadowsmountainrealty.com

13

K-H Park

Martin-Lipscomb 
Performing Arts Center 

(PAC)

Top 12% 
of 

Brokers 
in 2019

Sotheby’s
is the top

firm in
Highlands 
since 2013 

Andrea Gabbard

c 828.200.6742

o 828.526.8300
AndreaGabbard@gmail.com
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“Local Expertise. Global Connections.”
114 N. 4th Street • Highlands, NC

sheryl.wilson@sothebysrealty.com • highlandssir.com
office: 828.526.8300 • cell: 828.337.0706

Sheryl Wilson

Licensed in NC and GA
Doug Helms
828.226.2999

Clif Gottwals
303.887.7479

P H ALMER    OUSE
PROPERTIES

ELEVATED



cashmere
Scotland’s Best Knitwear

McCULLEY’S

242 S. 4th St. & Pop up 
on Main Street

Open 7 days a week
526-4407

828-526-2338

30  ...on the Verandah 
Restaurant

on Lake Sequoyah

www.ontheverandah.com

Open Year-Round • 6 days a week
343-D Main Street. • 526-4035

Open 
Inside 

&
Outside
11a-4p

5:30-til?

8

9

Jody Lovell • 828.226.6303

www.wildthymegourmet.com

Pat Allen 
Broker-in-charge

Cell: 828-200-9179 
pat@patallenrealtygroup.com 

Office: 828-526-8784
295 Dillard Road

Highlands, NC 28741

 5 Not the Biggest ... Just the Best!
www.patallenrealtygroup.com 

BROKERS:

DAV ID 
BOCK 
BUILDERS 

www.BockBuilders.com 828-526-2240 

Top Producers for 15 Years

6

Kurt Barbee
828-545-7272
Ryan Bears

803-271-5426
Darlene Conley 

404-427-2448 
Christy Harris
404-229-8737 

Rick Harrison
404-906-5113 

Sam McPherson
678-378-5413
John Morris 
770-401-3386 
Julie Osborn
828-200-6165
Cy Timmons 
828-200-9762

Steve Sheppard
404-219-1349

• #1 Broker Highlands/
Cashiers MLS 2001-2019

• #1 Broker North Carolina 
2016/2017

• Top 2 Broker North Carolina 
2018 per Real Trends

Investing in Life – On a Whole New Level

Susie deVille
Broker Associate

828-371-2079

Pat Gleeson
Owner, BIC

828-782-0472

Bee Gleeson 
Broker Associate

404-307-1415

Chris Duffy 
Broker Associate

828-526-6763

125 South 4th Street, Highlands • (828) 526-8118 
www.WhiteOakRG.com

Christal Green 
Broker Assoc./Office Admin.

828-200-9699

Tom Bean
Broker Associate

828-526-6383

474 Main Street
828.526.3807 | wolfgangs.net

Serving 6 days a week
(Closed Tuesdays)

Bistro 4p
Dining Room 5:30p

Please call 
for reservations

Open for 
Limited Inside 

Dining
Everyday 

4-8p

Main Street Highlands • Reservations: 526-4906

Taking Reservations
Dinner at 5:00 pm

Closed Wednesday


