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On Thursday, June 18, 
friends, family and co-workers 
from across the law enforcement 
spectrum turned out to celebrate 
the swearing-in of  Highlands’ new 

Highlands’ new Police Chief Andrea Holland (center) surrounded by her family, her department members and oth-
ers from the Macon County law enforcement community after her swearing-in to office on Thursday, June 18 at the 
Community Building in Highlands.

Holland named Highlands Police Chief
Police Chief, Lt. Detective Andrea 
Holland.

In a statement provided prior 
to the swearing in, the mayor said 
after a thorough search for the 

new police chief  and following 
comprehensive interviews and the 
vetting of  13 candidates by the 
public safety committee consist-

Rec Park Pool and Farmers Market are open now with restrictions
Staying afloat amidst COV-

ID restrictions, has meant think-
ing outside-the-box for nonprof-
its across Highlands and Cashiers.

Many have offered “virtual” 
programing which while a nice 
gesture, hasn’t done anything to 
bolster the bottom line.

Thursday night commission-
ers heard requests and made deci-
sions to help several nonprofits 

TB OKs requests for outdoor activities

By Brittney Lofthouse
The unprecedented chal-

lenges presented by COVID-19 
could have far reaching impli-
cations affecting communities 
across the country for the next 10 
years. Stay-at-home orders were 
issued around the same time that 
the 2020 Census was gearing up 
to reach the masses, an effort that 
has clearly failed based on the 
numbers thus far. 

The U.S. Constitution man-
dates that a census be taken ev-

Census 2020 
matters!

• See CENSUS page 10

By Andie Chilson
COVID-19 has hit nonprof-

its across the country harder than 
most other professional sectors, 
and Highlands is no exception. 
Mass layoffs and economic devas-
tation have been especially com-
mon among nonprofits that rely 
heavily on close physical contact, 
such as museums, theaters and 
childcare programs. 

Nonprofits have also been 
adversely affected by the pandem-
ic in the marked decrease in their 
donor-based funding. Businesses 
are less able to donate freely when 
they are struggling to keep their 
own staff  on board, and individu-
als and families across the country 
are having to tighten their belts as 
the unemployment rate reaches 
staggering heights. 

Highlands’ 
nonprofits 
face major 
cutbacks

Cawthorn 
to face off 
with Davis

By Brittney Lofthouse
Voters across Western North 

Carolina spoke volumes during 
the Republican Primary run-off  
by casting 65 percent (30,000+) 
votes for a 24-year old 8th genera-
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The Highlands Newspaper office at 256 Oak Street is temporarily closed. We are 
going through some renovations and updates, and plan to be back open in a a few weeks 
with new and improved facilities.

In the meantime, we are working out of  our home office. To contact us – as always 
– please email highlandseditor@aol.com or call 828-200-1371.

•notice•

It was a good weekend for 
me, and I suspect for many 
Highlanders. At this begin-

ning of  summer, we finally got a 
break from the cloudy days.

I have been visiting the 
downtown and merchants on 
Saturday morning since the be-
ginning of  Phase 2. At my first 
visits I met with merchants who 
were very cautious and con-
cerned about sales versus Covid 
19 protocols.

This past Saturday I noticed the busi-
ness folks were more upbeat. While every 
Main Street merchant I talk with always 
wants and thinks they should have more 
business, I got the impression that folks 
were optimistic that Highlands was now 
making a comeback. As I walked around 
Main Street and 4th at about 10:30a I 
would look into the stores and see mer-
chants busily getting ready for customers. 
I loved it, what a major change from the 
gloom and doom of  March, April and 
most of  May. 

Let’s hope Governor Cooper sees 
good numbers on Friday and moves the 

state into a full Phase 3. While 
I am optimistic, it is no time to 
let our guards down. This damn 
COVID 19 could be with us for 
a long time.

Some folks believe Gover-
nor Cooper may institute across 
the state a mandatory mask or 
face covering requirement while 
inside public spaces. If  he does, 
I will be supportive. In Macon 
County and Highlands we need 
to do everything possible to stop 

the spread and create, as much as possible, 
a safe environment for our residents and 
visitors. That effort will be a win for all of  
us, especially our business community.

I also want to congratulate and give 
my full support for our new police chief, 
Andrea Holland. She garnered unanimous 
support from all who were involved in the 
search for the new chief. At her swearing-in 
ceremony representatives from the high-
way patrol, sheriff ’s department and the 
district attorney were present to show their 
support. 

Chief  Holland has the diverse experi-
ence, training, and education to make her 
an outstanding police chief. But more than 
all those accomplishments, Andrea has a 
deep commitment to this town and county 
that will be so important for her leadership 
and success.

At the Town Board meeting last 
Thursday night, I urged everyone to re-
spond to the U.S. Census. Macon County 
and Highlands currently have very low re-
sponse rates. If  we have an undercount in 
the census, it will hurt our financial, and 
yes, our political position. State and federal 
funding are driven by census numbers. 

I urge permanent residents to please 
make sure they respond to the census. 
There are three ways to respond. Go to 
2020Census.gov and file, or call (844) 330-
2020 for the telephone option. Finally, 
there is the old mail-in option. Many of  us 
will see a census packet on our door knobs 
that a census worker has delivered. Simply 
fill out the form and put it in the mail. The 
important thing is that every resident and 
all households respond.

Highlands is on the upswing
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by Old Edwards
G l e n   C o v e

 An adventure-wellness community on the Highlands-Cashiers Plateau in North Carolina 
with abundant recreation amenities, including a par-three golf course and shared community gardens.

Call for a tour today  |  828.526.1783
 GlenCoveLifestyle.com
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Serving Lunch and Dinner Year-Round.
Gourmet Foods, Full Service Bar
Town Square at 343-D Main St. • Highlands

828-526-4035

Open inside
and

Outside
Everyday!

•HigHlanDs area Dining Directory•

828-526-2338

...on the Verandah 
Restaurant

on Lake Sequoyah
www.ontheverandah.com

US 64 west • Highlands

Open 4p-8p
7 days a week

Inside, 
limited seating
& Take-out 

474 Main street 
828.526.3807 
wolf gangs.net 

Serving 6 days a week
(Closed Tuesdays)

Bistro 4p
Dining Room 5:30p

Please call for reservations

We are so happy to be 
back and cannot wait 

to see your smiling faces! 

Inside Take-out & Curbside 
Gift certificates now online 

Tues. - Sat.
Dinner starts at

5:30 p.m.
Take-out & curbside 

delivery, too

Call for Reservations
828-526-5777
See menu at:

www.LogCabinHighlands.com

The Log Cabin
Fresh Seafood, Steaks, & Comfortable Italian

130 Log Cabin Lane

HIGHLANDS SMOKEHOUSE©

595 FRANKIN ROAD
HIGHLANDS, NC 28741 828.526.3554

FOLLOW US ON 
FACEBOOK & INSTAGRAM

FROM THE PIT©

4 - Shrimp Cakes Pas ta Primavera 
Demi Baguette Buttermilk Pie

$29.95 We prepare-you cook Call to reserve 828-526-2762 

June 26-27 Weekend Special

Lunch: 11a-4p
Dinner: 5:30p- until



New Hours: 
Tuesday – Sunday 

9am - 3pm 
Our deck is open! 

Thank for Your Support!

Open Daily except Wednesday

Asia House
Japanese • Asian• Thai Cuisine

828-787-1680 or 828-787-1900
151 Helen’s Barn Avenue

Temporary Hours
12-9p 

Open for Take-out ONLY
Please order ahead

In-town delivery available
(min. delivery order $50)

•area Dining Directory• 

Cafe

WeCaterHighlands.com
828-526-8847

470 Oak St adjacent to the Park in Downtown Highlands

Courtya
rd

& Catering

Fressers

ChowNow.com 
WeCaterHighlands.com

Daily Specials on Instagram and Facebook

EASY online ordering:

Curbside Pick Up
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•obituaries• 

• See OBITUARIES page 6

Advertise your 
Dining Establisment 

HERE!
Call 828-200-1371 

for details

David Jordan Johnston, 75, 
has breathed his last breath. Born 
on April 18, 1944, in Erie, PA, 
he died on November 29, 2019, 
in Asheville, NC. His four sons 
survive him - Jordan of  Flagler 
Beach, FL, Matthew of  Grass Valley, CA, Derrick of  
Sausalito, CA, and Alex of  Highlands, NC. 

He is also survived by Toni who was his longtime 
partner and mother to his children, and six grandchil-
dren, younger brother, sister, nieces, and nephews. 

He left his physical body as it succumbed to gas-
trointestinal issues. Known for his compassion, creativity, 
optimism, and curiosity. He was a dreamer and a creator.

He graduated from the University of  Florida, com-
pleting a Master’s degree in Business and was an entre-
preneur by heart. He helped create many businesses in 
Macon and Jackson counties, including a cable company 
that brought cable TV to Highlands, a Glenville lake ma-
rina, a real estate organization, and bakery. 

His love was land, and he was always looking for a 
deal, loving to buy and less accustomed to selling.

David was known by many, and his eccentricity was 
both endearing and humorous. He was happy to bring 
laughter, even at his own expense. He taught without 
praise. He inspired to explore. He faced and persevered 
through many trials, always with a glimmer of  hope. He 
treated all with equal respect and supported many who 
had nowhere else to go. He cared for those who took 
advantage of  him. He was loved and an individualist at 
heart, much more likely to help others than ask for help. 

We love you forever, Dad, you co-created a life for 
us, and we are grateful for the full expression of  you.

A gathering of  gratitude will be taking place at 
Kelsey-Hutchinson Founders Park in Highlands on July 
12, 2020, at 4 PM. Food and drink will be provided. All 
are welcome.

You can contact us at: caeser22@gmail.com if  you 
have questions.

David 
Jordan 

Johnston

Patricia “Patty” Marsh, 87, 
passed away Monday, June 22, 
2020 in Highlands, NC. She was 
born August 24, 1932 in New 
Kensington, PA and moved to  
St. Petersburg, FL when she was 
9 years old. Patty graduated from 
St. Petersburg High School and 
shortly after married her “Sweet-
ie,” Alan Marsh. They were mar-
ried for 68 years before his passing 
on Feb. 21, 2020.

Patricia ‘Patty’ Marsh



Open for our 35th Season!
F o u r t h  o f  J u l y 

S A L E
40% to 60% off

25% off  all cleaning and repairs
The name that you have trusted for the last 35 years.
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...OBITUARIES continued from page 5

Milton Ready

  Just Getting By

The present time we live, 
the “now” of  our exis-
tence, surely must be a 

very thin place indeed, one made 
more so by an unimagined pan-
demic we still don’t fully under-
stand. 

So what happens when life 
seems to turn against you, when 
things go wrong and all our mark-
ers of  success suddenly dissipate? 

What happens if  you follow 
all the rules, work hard, get the 
best education you can, stay out 
of  trouble, save a little yet face a 
future made more uncertain each 
day? 

What if  you now live in a 
world that, by present standards, 
can’t be fixed? 

Wouldn’t it be nice to have 
a Forever stamp we could have 
used in a great yesterday now 
seemingly not returnable?

What if  you’re a mountain-
eer who lives in western North 
Carolina where your hardscrab-
ble life hasn’t been easy in the 
best of  times? 

Or a young person working 
in Highlands in a restaurant or re-
tail store that may never operate 
like before? 

Or just graduating and won-
dering if  college or work will ex-
ist for you in the future? 

You could be overwhelmed 
by a sense of  hopelessness in 
your life but, if  you’re a moun-
taineer who matches our sur-
rounding majestic mountains, 
you’ll somehow find a way to just 
get by.  

Let me start by not offering 
myself  as a model for success 
in this brave new covaid world. 
Instead, let me recommend my 
parents or perhaps your grand-

parents as better ones. 
Yes, I did grow up in Texas 

in what USA Today described as 
two of  the most miserable plac-
es in America to live, Willis and 
Pasadena. 

My family of  five or six 
shared a single bathroom in an 
800 square-foot home, all my 
brothers piled into one bedroom 
with me, no air conditioning un-
til well after I left. 

My mother only went to 
the sixth grade and Dad to the 
seventh grade, and, through in-
constant, temporary work like 
slapdash painting, bad carpentry, 
working on road crews where 
asphalt melted in the Texas heat, 
waitressing, and taking in laun-
dry we cobbled together a life 
that forever resembled a Greek 
tragedy that never happened. 

Even with so many mark-
ers of  deprivation and a claim 
to relative poverty, our circum-
stances were no worse and even 
a bit better than everyone else 
around us. 

We were the precarity class, 
our existence forever precarious 
and threatened, neither middle 

or lowered much by life’s ups 
and downs. We somehow just 
got by. 

Today we live in a soci-
ety that celebrates success by 
wealth, materialism, degrees, 
titles, recognition, and by all the 
“stuff ” we have whether sports 
cars, expensive homes, mar-
ket portfolios, or country club 
memberships. 

Yet let me suggest that we 
honor as proud examples those 
who are just doing OK, just 
getting by somehow in an in-
creasingly complicated, messy, 
unstable economic and human 
environment. 

Like my parents, their lives 
probably involve intensive, even 
exhausting labor, uncertain out-
comes, constant misfortune, 
shifting circumstances, and 
adaptive, individual abilities that 
shape that effort. They’re some-
how just getting by. 

Theirs is a remarkable 
achievement that endures from 
generation to generation. 

As my mother once said, 
“What matters in life is that 
you did the best you could with 
the tools you had” even though 
qualitatively the “tools” you’re 
given aren’t as good as those of  
a lot of  other folks. 

These days, just getting by 
should be celebrated as a suc-
cess, one that makes us all proud.

• Milton Ready is a retired his-
tory professor and author of  many 
books, both non-fiction and fiction, 
including The Tar Heel State: A 
History of  North Carolina, Snake 
Eyes, a southern crime thriller, and 
Oh Carolina, a series of  short stories 
about early North Carolina.    

•tHe past & tHe present• 

Patty and Alan purchased 
their first home in Highlands in 
the early 1970s. She enjoyed play-
ing bridge, tennis, and gardening. 
Patty attended Highlands United 
Methodist Church where she en-
joyed the Wednesday night din-

ners and being part of  the Joy 
Club.

Patty is survived by her 
children, Alan Marsh, Jr. and his 
wife Varsy, Sue Crawford and 
her husband Rick, and Mitch-
ell Marsh and his wife Leslie; 

8 grandchildren; and 2 great-
grandchildren.

There will be a private 
graveside service on Saturday, 
June 27, 2020.

 Online condolences can be 
sent to www.bryantgrantfuneral-
home.com

Please support our advertisers ... 
they make the FREE newspaper 

possible.



Let’s Stay Home and Build A Fire! 
Delivered, Stacked & Ready to Burn!

828.200.3050 
bobhenritze@gmail.com

The Firewood Company
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Wilbanks Smile Center

706-886-9439 • 800-884-9439
278 East Doyle St. • Toccoa, GA

COMPLETE DENTAL CARE UNDER ONE ROOF

You are only 50 miles away from 40 years experience in 
top-notch, high-tech, one-stop dentistry known for its gentle touch. 

www.WilbanksSmileCenter.com

• Dental Implants • Root Canal Therapy
• SINGLE VISIT CROWNS! 

• Orthodontics including Invisalign  
• Wisdom Teeth Extractions 

and of course ...
• Fillings and Cleanings

(IV Sedation, too)

Dr. Joseph H. Wilbanks, D.D.S.Construction of SECU Hospice House of WNC 
in Franklin crosses the 50% mark

Construction of  SECU 
Hospice House in Franklin 
has crossed the 50% mark.  It 
is anticipated that our region’s 
new hospice inpatient facility 
will be operational this coming 
fall. Four Season, The Care you 
Trust, a hospice care provider 
currently serving western North 
Carolina, will operate within 
SECU Hospice House once 
construction is complete. 

Fundraising for SECU 
Hospice House continues to 
move forward as well.  Through 
the continued generous support 
of  our community, Hospice 
House Foundation of  WNC 
(HHFWNC) has raised $4.2 
million, including a $1 million 
grant from the State Employees’ 
Credit Union (SECU).  HHF-
WNC needs to raise an addi-
tional $300,000 to reach its $4.5 

million Campaign goal.
About Hospice House Foun-

dation of  WNC:
HHFWNC is a 501(c)3 or-

ganization whose mission is to 
raise funds for a 6-bed hospice 
inpatient facility for the far west-
ern region of  North Carolina 
(Cherokee, Clay, Graham, Jack-
son, Macon, and Swain counties) 
and northeast Georgia.  The de-
mographics in this geographic 
area speak volumes to the need 
for a hospice inpatient facility…
roughly 25% of  this area’s popu-
lation is 65 or older (over 50,000 
individuals!); the age group most 
served by hospice; yet there are 
no Hospice Houses in this region.  
Currently, the closest Hospice 
Houses are over an hour’s drive 
for most people.  SECU Hospice 
House in Franklin will become 

the only free-standing inpatient 
hospice facility in North Carolina 
west of  Asheville. 

Hospice Houses provide re-
lief  from physical, emotional, and 
spiritual suffering of  people who 
are facing life’s final journey and 
respite care so that caregivers can 
get the rest they need to stay well.     

To learn more about this im-
portant regional initiative, an in-
valuable community resource that 
will fuel the local economy and 
touch the lives of  many people, 
contact:

Contact:  
Michele R. Alderson, President 
Hospice House Foundation of  

WNC 
P.O. Box 815, 

Franklin, NC 28744 
www.hhfwnc.org / 828-524-6375 
/ micheleralderson@gmail.com

North side view of the Hospice House, currently under construction in Franklin.



•     Cuslom Jeveler 

Full Service Jeweler • Repairs • Restorations • Appraisals 

152 S. 2nd Street I Highlands, NC I 828-526-5858 
www.JannieBeanDesigns.com 

GEM SHOW | Wed., July 8 - Sat., July 11
OPEN HOUSE

Wed. Evening, July 8 • 5-8p
Sip on wine and nibble on

chocolates and savories while 
viewing rare and beautiful gems! 

Tsavorite, Sapphires, Rubelite, 
Aquamarine, Rhodalite Garnets, 
Rubies, Peridot and much more.

Jannie Bean will be available for consultations Thurs.- Sat.
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Figuring out what the future looks like for 
Highlands-Cashiers Hospital and our community requires 

thoughtful protocol and careful consideration

•Hospital news•

Tom Neal, 
CEO, CNO 

Highlands-Cashiers Hospital

Our community has navigated this 
first phase of  COVID-19 in the 
United States, and I’m grateful we 
did not end up seeing the patient 
surge at the hospital we were pre-
pared for. We’re proceeding with 
caution at Highlands-Cashiers 
Hospital, as we know there is still 
a risk. 

Now we’re entering a chal-
lenging new phase of  grappling 
with this invisible opponent, and 
although we remain hungry for 
more information on how to iden-
tify and treat this virus, we’re using 
the knowledge we do have to dic-
tate how we care for patients, their 
families, and our staff. As we take 
steps to reopen certain segments 
of  our society, the hospital is re-
suming expanded clinic hours, out-
patient testing for lab and X-ray, 

and endoscopy. As 
we have prepared 
to reopen, we have 
taken necessary 
steps to assure a 
safe environment 
for our patients and 
staff. 

Even though 
it’s natural not to 
want to think about 
this right now, it’s 
important to re-
member that there’s 
a real possibility 
that things could 
pick up again in three months, or 
six, with a COVID-19 resurgence. 
The very fact that COVID-19 is a 
pandemic — a worldwide health 
crisis — makes it necessary for us 
to analyze it not just as the small 
mountain community that we are, 
but as members of  the global 
community. 

My message now is that, de-
spite the fact that COVID-19 is 
a constantly moving target, our 
hospital and clinics are safe. We’ve 
instituted protocols at all of  our fa-
cilities — as well as across all HCA 
Healthcare systems — that should 
reassure you that you’re safe if  you 
come to us for treatment. We have 
put a screening process into place 
for all who enter any of  our facili-
ties, whether they’re patients, staff, 
or vendors. In short, before you 
are allowed access to the hospital, 
you will have been screened and 
found to be clear of  fever and risk 
factors for COVID-19. 

We’ve also instituted universal 
masking, meaning that everyone 
who works at HCH and any pa-
tients who enter must wear what’s 
called a “Level 1” mask when so-
cial distancing cannot be exercised. 
You see these worn by staff  in doc-
tors’ offices when they’re perform-
ing routine work, and certain fabric 
ones that you can make or buy also 

qualify. The goal 
of  these masks, 
and the homemade 
ones community 
members are wear-
ing out in public, is 
to protect others, as 
you can be sick with 
the virus before you 
show any symp-
toms of  illness. 

A worrisome 
trend we’re seeing 
countrywide is in-
dividuals delaying 
care or not calling 

911 when they feel symptoms of  
serious illnesses, like heart attack 
and stroke. It’s absolutely critical 
to be timely in addressing your 
symptoms, particularly for these 
conditions. During each precious 
minute that you delay getting care 
for a heart attack, muscle loss is 
permanent, and if  you experience 
a stroke, every second counts be-
cause brain cells that die are lost 
forever. It’s nothing short of  tragic 
when we learn of  patients we 
could have helped or saved, had 
they just come to HCH. 

If  you are having chest pain 
or symptoms of  a stroke, imme-
diately call 911. For symptoms of  
stroke, remember BEFAST and 
call 911 if  you have: 

• Sudden loss of  BALANCE
 • Loss of  vision in one or 

both EYES
 • FACE that looks uneven
 • ARM or leg weak/hanging 

down
• SLURRED speech or trou-

ble speaking or seem confused
 • Thunder clap HEAD-

ACHE or the worst headache of  
your life

I also urge you not to delay 
seeing us for needed care like en-
doscopy procedures, colonoscopy 
screenings, and other preventive or 

diagnostic care. 
As we make our way toward 

visiting with each other again 
socially, meeting a friend for cof-
fee, and going grocery shopping 
without worry, we must take a 
cautious, gradual approach, but 
no matter what the trajectory 
of  COVID-19 ends up being in 
our community, I and everyone 
at HCH will always be dedicated 
to earning your trust and confi-
dence. 

• Tom Neal, RN, MBA, 
MHA, is the Chief  Executive Officer 
and Chief  Nursing Officer (CNO) of  
Highlands-Cashiers Hospital. Neal 
is a proven leader with more than 30 
years of  progressive healthcare experi-
ence. Prior to his role at Highlands-
Cashiers Hospital, he held the position 
of  Chief  Executive Officer of  Com-
munity Health Systems (CHS) and 
served as Chief  Executive Officer of  
both Berwick Hospital Center in Ber-
wick, Pennsylvania, and Greenbrier 
Valley Medical Center, Ronceverte, 
West Virginia. Tom has an MBA 
from the University of  Louisville, 
MHA from the California College of  
Health Sciences, BSN from Regents 
College of  New York and an ADN 
from Jefferson Community College.

ABOUT H-C HOSPITAL
H-C Hospital, a member of  

Mission Health, an operating division 
of  HCA Healthcare, is a community 
hospital serving Macon, Jackson and 
the surrounding counties. Located on 
Highway 64 between the towns of  
Highlands and Cashiers, the hospital 
offers 24/7 emergency care, acute in-
patient care, rehabilitation, as well as 
long-term care through Eckerd Living 
Center. The hospital has 24 beds for 
acute care services and 80 beds in the 
Eckerd Living Center. For more infor-
mation, please visit missionhealth.org/
highlandscashiers.

Open i\Ionday to Saturday 
10a to Sp, Sunday 1 to Sp 

The Dry Sink Main Street Highlands, NC 
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Highlands Aerial Park 
Open Daily

with increased Covid19 protocol for staff & guests.

Guided UTV Tours of our park’s 95 acres adjoining 100,000 acres of NFS. 
Tour features: 

Forest and meadows, waterfalls and long range views, flora, fauna, 
and climate influences, and a 400-year history of our area. 

(828) 382-8884 
1625 Dillard Rd • Scaly Mountain, NC

NEW THIS YEAR: 

G o  t o  H i g h l a n d s a e r i a l p a r k . c o m 
for details and to book your 

reservation for:
• Zipline Canopy Tours

• Family Challenge Course
• Giant Swing

• Dual 40’ Tree Climb
• Complimentary Nature Trails

•worD Matter•

Bud Katz

Be Kind, and Wear a Mask

212 South 4th Street | 828-787-1877                                                                                          
Visit OldEdwardsInn.com to View Full Line Up

Planet Clothing
June 26 - 28

Planet By Lauren G. is a creative collection 
of women’s apparel using Irish handkerchief 
linen, pima-cotton, matte jersey, washable 
vegan leathers, washed silk organza and 
nylon. She combines modern fabrics with 
innovative textures to create a visually chic 
way of dressing using layers. 

Ap p r o x i m a t e l y 
nine weeks ago 
there were no re-

ported cases of  Covid-19 
on the Highlands Ca-
shiers plateau. It’s likely 
there were some asymp-
tomatic people here; after 
all, seasonal folks were re-
turning and much of  our 
labor force commutes 
from off  the plateau. 

At this writing, ac-
cording to health depart-
ment sources in Macon 
and Jackson counties, 
there are over 250 reported cases, most 
of  which will self-resolve. Some, however, 
may require hospitalization, perhaps venti-
lation, and might even result in someone’s 
death.

Amidst this speculation, there’s a sin-
gle universal truth. Coronavirus infection, 
and the spreading of  Covid-19 from one 
person to other people, has not stopped, 
and likely won’t for a while. 

Some folks who enjoy everything the 
plateau has to offer unfortunately lack 
even a small degree of  understanding that 
not everyone can afford to be cavalier 
when interacting with others. Not now.

Part of  opening up our community 
involves guidance from the Macon and 
Jackson County Health Departments, 
the North Carolina Health Department, 
and the Centers for Disease Control. The 
guidance involves matters of  physical dis-
tancing, as well as the wearing of  masks. 

The men and women who keep 
things running in Highlands and Cashiers 
for the benefit of  all of  us – servers in our 
restaurants, retail sales folks in our shops, 
the supermarket check-out and shelf-stock 
people – all these folks are there to serve. 
You don’t need to invite them home for 
dinner, although that would be awesome. 
But, neither should you give in to the urge 
to marginalize, get aggressive with, or 
make judgements about someone who is 
wearing a face covering, or a pair of  gloves, 

while doing their jobs. You 
don’t get that way with the 
people at your dentist’s of-
fice, why would you get 
that way with your server, 
your stylist, your salesclerk? 
It doesn’t reflect on them. 
It reflects on you. 

If  you take excep-
tion to required protocols, 
or say things like, ‘I’m not 
going to tip a server who 
wears a face mask,’ you 
might want to consider, if  
his/her choice is to wear a 
mask or stay home, who’s 

going to serve you your meal? 
I wear a mask when I go out because 

you have no way of  knowing with whom 
I’ve interacted and whether or not I’m in-
fected, but asymptomatic. That’s why, even 
though you can’t see it, I smile and am 
grateful when you choose to treat us simi-
larly and with equal respect. 

We all appreciate it when you wear a 
mask. It means you care not only about 
yourself  but about us and our community.

Despite what you may think or be-
lieve, wearing a mask, washing your hands 
(often, and in hot, soapy water), and main-
taining a couple of  yards of  physical dis-
tance is NOT a political statement. If  it is 
political to you, that’s your thing, not ours. 
You might ask yourself  whether you want 
to increase your risk of  getting sick because 
someone else, who you don’t know, who 
doesn’t know you and who really doesn’t 
care if  you get sick or not, chooses to be-
have in a casual manner in the face of  this 
pandemic.

A couple of  times each week we leave 
our ‘Covid cocoon’ and drive into town to 
deposit something at the drop box outside 
the post office. It’s extremely dishearten-
ing to see the number of  people in town 
milling around without face covering. To 
us, it means one of  two things; you believe 
yourself  immune from, or impervious to 
the virus, or, you don’t care about us or our 
community.



Owner/Stylist: Lisa L. Shearon
Stylist: Kristi Stockton

Stylist/Nail Tech: Kassie Vinson

Shear Elevations
225 Spring Street • Highlands

828-526-9477

Owner/Stylist: Lacy Jane Villardo
Stylists: Heahter Escandon

Maggie Barden, Bri Field, Desiray Schmitt 
and Cali Smolarsky

Nail Tech: Jenna Schmitt
Massage Therapist: Brenda Lopez

Hair • Nails • Waxing • Tanning • Facials
Massages • Eyelash Extensions 

Walk-ins Welcome!

Upstairs and Across the Walkway at 
“Falls on Main” Highlands

Open at 9a Tues.-Sat. • 828-526-3939 526-5999
Located at 680 N. 4th. St., Highlands

Carrying a wide variety of  
natural products for your  

Mind, Body & Home.
Open Mon.-Sat. 9a to 5:30p

Organic Fresh Juices & Smoothies  
and Salads “On the Go!”
Open Mon.-Sat. 9a to 5p

~ Home Decor 
~ Gifts 

~ Jewelry

468 Carolina Way 
Highlands

(Between N. 4th & N. 5th)
828-526-3909

Yard Art Open 
for outside pickup & delivery

COREY JAMES GALLERY
& Estate Consignments

(828) 526-4818
On the corner of 3rd & Spring
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...CENSUS continued from page 1
ery 10 years to count all people — both 
citizens and noncitizens — living in the 
United States. Responding to the census is 
mandatory because getting a complete and 
accurate count of  the population is critically 
important. 

The self-response rate for Macon 
County was just 36 percent as of  June 11 
in terms of  completing the census. Macon 
ranked 93 out of  100 counties with other 
WNC counties such as Jackson, Swain and 
Graham experiencing an even worse re-
sponse rate. With such a low response rate 
during the pandemic, the final deadline to 
complete the 2020 Census has been extend-
ed to Oct. 31.

The decennial census is a simple 
10-question form that, upon completion, 

determines how more than $675 billion in 
federal funds will be distributed in commu-
nities across the nation. 

Federal funds spent using the data de-
veloped during the Census include funds 
spent on schools, hospitals, roads, public 
works and other vital programs such as 
Medicaid, Head Start, block grants for com-
munity mental health services, and the Sup-
plemental Nutrition Assistance Program, 
also known as SNAP. 

Of  that $675 billion, the Census di-
rectly affects the allocation of  $23.8 billion 
annually in federal resources to North Caro-
lina. 

Beyond federal funding, which is often 
calculated on a population basis, additionally 
the Census provides key decision-makers 
with the information they need to ensure 
that government resources are directed stra-
tegically to the states’ communities.

Federal funds, grants and support to 
states, counties and communities are based 
on population totals and breakdowns by 
sex, age, race and other factors. Individual 
communities benefit the most when the 
census counts everyone. 

Businesses use census data to decide 
where to build factories, offices and stores, 
and this creates jobs. Developers use the 
census to build new homes and revitalize 
old neighborhoods. Local governments use 
the census for public safety and emergency 
preparedness. Residents use the census to 
support community initiatives involving leg-

islation, quality-of-life and consumer advo-
cacy.

If  response rates across the state aren’t 
increased, North Carolina stands to poten-
tially lose voting representation in Congress 
as the Census ensures that communities are 
appropriately represented in the statehouse 
and in Congress based on the reported 
population. 

With an accurate 2020 Census count, 
North Carolina is projected to gain a seat 
in the House of  Representatives, increasing 
its representation from 13 to 14 represen-
tatives, without an accurate county, North 
Carolina could actually lose representation. 

The 2020 Census began in North 
Carolina on March 12, 2020, right as the 
COVID-19 pandemic was taking ahold of  
the country. 

As of  June 22, 2020, 57.9% of  house-
holds had self-responded to the Census 
which is well below the national average of  
61.6%.  North Carolina is ranked 34 out of  
50 states and Washington DC – for Census 
self-response participation.

More than just federal funding decided 
by the Census, state and local governments 
will use the data derived by the census for 
the next decade for grant programs, busi-
ness developments, infrastructure program 
focuses and more. 

The 2020 Census can be completed 
online, by phone, or by mail. For more in-
formation as to how to respond to the 2020 
Census, visit my2020census.gov.

...CAWTHORN continued from page 1
tion resident of  North Carolina’s 11th Con-
gressional district who will reach the mini-
mum age to serve in the House August 1 on 
his birthday. Madison Cawthorn doubled the 
votes of  his opponent, Haywood County 
Republican Lynda Bennett who received just 
over 15,000 votes despite being endorsed by 
President Trump, Mark Meadows, and even 
Sen. Ted Cruz. 

“Tonight, the voters of  the 11th dis-
trict of  North Carolina said they’re ready 
for a new generation of  leadership in Wash-
ington,” Madison said during his victory 
speech. “You turned our message of  hope, 
opportunity and freedom into a movement. 
While the far left is lighting our cities on fire, 
we are lifting the light of  liberty. Nancy Pe-
losi and Joe Biden may not be able to control 
where the Democrats are going but, togeth-
er, we can. 

“Ours is not just a ‘grass roots’ cam-
paign,” Cawthorn added. “Together, we are 

creating the deep roots of  a solid oak tree 
which Abraham Lincoln compared to pil-
lars of  freedom. We can build new pillars all 
across this nation and prove Lincoln right 
when he said, ‘that this nation, under God, 
shall have a new birth of  freedom — and 
that government of  the people, by the peo-
ple, for the people, shall not perish from 
the earth.’”

Even with the outside support from 
the political arms of  the House Freedom 
Caucus, which Meadows once led, didn’t 
stack up to Cawthorn’s grass roots efforts 
to spend every day of  the campaign trail 
meeting with voters across the 18-county 
district. 

Despite President Trump throwing 
support behind Bennett, Cawthorn said he 
still supports him. 

“I want to make something clear; I 
support our great president. I do not be-

• See CAWTHORN page 19
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�SUMMER HOUSE 
Widely recognized as the most fascinating and diverse shopping experience in Highlands! July Storewide Sale 1111 Now - Sunday, July 5th

"White Glove Delivery Throughout the Southeast & Beyond" 
Ask about our Home Buyers and Home Renovators Discount Program 

Monday-Saturday 9:00-5:00pm year round • Sunday 12:00-5:00pm 
2089 Dillard Road, Highlands (2 miles from Main Street) 

828-526-5577
www.summerhousehighlands.com • summerhousehighlands@brmemc.net 

Let us have your e-mail for special "ON-LINE" savings. 
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...HOLLAND continued from page 1
ing of  Commissioners John Dot-
son, Donnie Calloway and Brian 
Stiehler, the Town Manager Josh 
Ward, as well as two consultants 
from the NC League of  Munici-
palities, with unanimous support, 
the Town Manager concluded that 
the best qualified candidate was al-
ready a member of  the Highlands 
Police Department. 

“Lt./Detective Andrea Hol-
land’s education, training and ex-
perience qualifies her to be the 
new leader of  the police depart-
ment,” said Mayor Pat Taylor. “Be-
cause she has been a police officer 
in Highlands for 13 years and has 
additional experience with other 
county agencies, we can expect a 
smooth transition in administra-
tive leadership within the depart-
ment,” he said.

Holland is a native of  Macon 
County and has served with the 
Highlands Police Department for 
the past 13 years, 10 years full-time. 

Before working with the 
Highlands Police Department, 
Andrea worked six years as a bai-
liff/detention officer with the Ma-
con County Sheriff ’s Office. Due 
to her past experience, she has a 
close relationship with the Macon 
County Sheriff ’s Office and the 
Macon County District Attorney’s 
Office that of  Ashley Welch. 

Andrea obtained her Associ-
ate Degree in criminal justice from 
Southwestern Community Col-
lege and her B.S. in criminal justice 
from Western Carolina University. 
She has also completed various 
leadership, management, media 
and public relations courses ad-
ministered by the FBI and State of  

North Carolina. 
“Andrea’s hard work has pro-

pelled her through the ranks at 
the Highlands Police Department 
from Patrol Officer to Sergeant/
Detective to Lieutenant. She has 
developed a strong relationship 
with the Highlands community 
during her tenure. Andrea’s con-
nection with the citizens of  High-
lands will greatly assist her as Chief  
of  Police at Highlands Police De-
partment,” said Ward.

Present at the swearing in 
ceremony was Holland’s family 
and friends from a number of  law 
enforcement agencies – NC High-
way Patrol, MC Sheriff  Office, 
D.A. Ashley Welch and staff, the 
Franklin Police Department and 
the Highlands Police Department.

“Law enforcement and po-
lice departments in this country 
are facing a lot of  changes and 
they will be making a lot of  adjust-
ments in the context of  what has 
happened with demonstrations in 
the last several weeks. It’s impor-
tant that we have great leadership 
in our law enforcement agencies,” 
said Mayor Pat Taylor at the cer-
emony. “Highlands has been in 
transition looking for a new po-
lice chief  and we believe we have 
found the right person.” 

Taylor said Town Manager 
Ward, the Public Safety Commit-
tee of  commissioners, Personnel 
Director Emily Nickerson, and 
two consultants from the NC 
League of  Municipalities all were 
involved in helping the town make 
this critical decision. 

“I also want to thank the 
candidates who applied – we had 

some very qualified people who 
applied for this position and we 
are very excited about finding 
someone within our own ranks,” 
said Taylor. “We went through 
the process and the interviewing 
and we realized the right person 
was right among us and that is 
Detective Andrea Holland.” 

Following the swearing-in, 
Ward said the town is excited for 
Holland and knows she is going 
to do a great job. 

“As everyone knows a lead-
er has to have a great staff  and 
we know you have that and you 
all are going to do great things,” 
he said. 

Holland said she was grate-
ful for the support of  law en-
forcement at the ceremony – 
folks from every sector.

Holland introduced her par-
ents Edna and Joe Morgan say-
ing Morgan instilled in her a life-
long premise that “if  you’re not 
going to it right, don’t do it at all 
– don’t waste your time.” 

“I never thought this was a 
path I would take, as far as the 
Chief  position is concerned, 
but the opportunity came and I 
talked to my great friends, and 
family and went for it. I love 
this community; I have wonder-
ful support – without the mayor 
and the town of  Highlands I 
wouldn’t have had the opportu-
nities I have had – opportunities 
we have up here may not be af-
forded in other agencies of  the 
state. People look up to us for 
what we are able to do and ac-
quire with the support of  the 
board, the Town Manager and 
the mayor,” she said.

She thanked everyone in-
volved in her journey and also 
noted that D.A. Ashely Welch 
allowed her to use her as a refer-
ence for this position. 

“We are going to move this 
department forward into a whole 
new generation. A lot of  changes 
are going to be made; though we 
have a great department already. 
So now we are just going to 
move forward as one team – we 
are all one person,” she said. 

Chief  Holland said her first 

Chief Andrea Holland took the oath of office last Thursday in the High-
lands Community Building. Mayor Pat Taylor looks on. Christy Browning 
holds the Bible for her.

Town Manager Josh Ward congratulates Chief Holland as he hands her 
the “Chief” badge.

Members from across the state and county law enforcement family turned out for the swearing-in ceremony – NC Highway Patrol, MC Sheriff ’s Office, 
Franklin PD, the D.A. office and the Highlands PD.                       – Photos by Kim Lewicki • See HOLLAND page 13
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Designer 4 bedroom, 5 bath home with a golf course view. 
Offered for $1,695,000 Contact Andrea Gabbard 828-200-6742

 Andrea Gabbard
c 828.200.6742  o 828.526.8300 
AndreaGabbard@gmail.com

Highlands CC

Andrea is  top 12% 
Real Estate Brokers in 2019. 

Highlands Sotheby’s International Realty is 
the top selling firm in Highlands  

since 2013  as per HCMLS Navica.   

role as chief  is to get settled into her new 
position and look at what will be beneficial 
for our department. 

“As far as the future of  the High-
lands Police Department, I plan to make 
a few minor changes, one change that has 
already taken place is to move Master Of-
ficer I Timothy Broughton into the role of  
investigations until we can seek to fill that 
position, but overall for the most part we 
will remain as we are.

“It is a great honor to be named chief  
of  the Highlands Police Department. I feel 
humbled and blessed to work with such 
a tremendous department and be able to 
serve such a wonderful community. 

“I believe that I have assisted in pav-
ing the way for all officers to start from an 
entry level position and rise through the 
ranks of  becoming command of  a depart-
ment. I feel this decision will show all of  
my fellow officers how hard work and de-
termination truly prevails. 

“I look forward to getting more in-
volved with our community and being able 
to listen to the needs and concerns of  the 
citizens of  Highlands. 

“I would like to take the opportunity 
to thank the Town of  Highlands, High-
lands Police Department, and the citizens 
of  Macon County for the outpouring of  
love and support as I transition into my 
new role,” she said. 

Holland said she will be looking to 
promote within the department for the 
Detective position, which she vacated, and 
she will then be posting a position for a pa-
trol officer. 

– Kim Lewicki

...HOLLAND from 12

By Brittney Lofthouse
The House of  Representatives 

unanimously passed House Bill 1105 on 
Monday, which will allocate $30 million 
in additional funding for rural broad-
band. 

“The NC House unanimously ap-
proved legislation to provide an addi-
tional $30 million to expand broadband 
in rural North Carolina,” said House 
District 120 Representative Kevin 
Corbin. “Under this legislation which I 
supported, every county in my district 
will be eligible for the funds.”

The COVID/Supplementary 
G.R.E.A.T. Grant Period (HB 1105) was 
introduced in the House on May 14 and 
would provide an additional $30 mil-
lion to the NC Division of  Information 
Technology’s Growing Rural Economies 
with Access to Technology (GREAT) 
grant program, which expands access to 
broadband infrastructure in the state’s 
rural counties.

 These supplemental funds are in-
tended for applications submitted on or 
before September 15, 2020 and funds 
would be awarded on or before Decem-

ber 30, 2020.
Since its inception, the state has added 

funding to the GREAT program for eco-
nomically distressed counties. As a result 
of  COVID19, state leaders unanimously 
approved an additional $9 million, beyond 
the budgeted amount as part of  the first 
COVID relief  package passed. House Bill 
1105 will add an additional $30 million on 
top of  that. 

The first go-round application for 
the GREAT program after it was created 
included funding for Morris Broadband 
to specifically improve access in Macon 
County. The Morris expansion will ide-
ally provide internet access to 226 homes 
within Macon County. The project was es-
timated to cost $667,000 which included 
$433,550 in-state grant money along with 
a $233,450 investment from Morris. Mor-
ris is finishing up the project and will have 
the more than 220 homes connected to the 
new infrastructure by the end of  2020. 

Not only does House Bill 1105 pro-
vide additional funding for the GREAT 
program, but it also expands eligibility re-
quirements from solely Tier One counties, 
the most economically distressed, to also 

include Tier two counties, which includes 
most counties in WNC such as Macon. 

The GREAT program is specifically 
designed to address underserved areas and 
expand on existing infrastructure. Compa-
nies such as Morris Broadband or Frontier 
Communications are eligible to apply for 
the grants to expand their current network 
to either bring new customers on in areas 
not previously served, or update equip-
ment and infrastructure to improve inter-
net in existing locations. 

COVID19 highlighted a need for im-
mediate attention to address the lack of  
connectivity across the state when people 
were forced to work from home and chil-
dren turned to virtual learning. With the 
possibility of  virtual learning still very 
much on the table for the fall school year, 
addressing connectivity shortfalls across 
the state now is more important than ever. 

After unanimous approval in the 
House, the bill was sent to the Senate where 
it is currently in the Rules and Operations 
of  the Senate Committee. It has tremen-
dous support so it’s likely be approved by 
the Senate and then sent to Governor Roy 
Cooper for final approval. 

NC House Bill 1105 passes; heads to the Senate 
$30 million is on the table for rural broadband

As always Highlands Cashiers Hospi-
tal is working continually to ensure we re-
main a safe place to work and provide care. 

To protect our patients and staff, 
Highlands Cashiers Hospital has been 
screening all patients and visitors to all of  
our hospitals and hospital access has been 
limited. In addition to those restrictions 
already in place, today all Mission Health 
hospitals are updating visitation to all of  
our facilities to Level 2. We will allow 1 
adult (age 18 or older) patient advocate (a 
family member or friend designated by the 
patient) per patient during the hours of  9 
a.m. to 8 p.m. Exceptions to this will be 
pediatrics and end of  life services. In these 
cases only, 1 person may remain overnight. 
All visitors will be screened and required 
to wear a mask. Of  importance, visitors 
will NOT be allowed in the Eckerd Living 
Center. We will continue to comply with 
Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Servic-
es (CMS) and Center for Disease Control 
(CDC) guidance. 

There is no change in visitation policy 
regarding COVID-19 patients: visitors will 
not be allowed for COVID-19 positive pa-
tients or for patients awaiting a COVID-19 

H-C Hospital moves to Level 2 visitation
test result.

Since the beginning of  the pandemic, 
we have been learning more and more 
about how to keep both patients and staff  
safe. These uncertain times have been tough 
on our patients, their families and our col-
leagues and we cannot emphasize enough 
our compassion for everyone during these 
uncertain times. 

Having a family member or loved one 
with our patients when they are in our care 
is important as is our responsibility to keep 
our patients and families, as well as our col-
leagues and the communities we serve, safe.

Hospital staff  have been supplied with 
iPads to facilitate FaceTime and Skype visits 
to help connect families and loved ones with 
our patients during this extremely challeng-
ing time. Staff  have gone above and beyond 
to try and connect families while continuing 
to keep everyone safe.

We would like to remind our commu-
nity members that our hospitals and facili-
ties are safe, so please do not delay your care.

Screenings and access restrictions are in 
place at all Mission Health locations, region-
al hospitals and CarePartners. We want to 
ensure that we remain a continual resource 

for the communities we serve and are com-
mitted to delivering the most effective care 
with the best possible results.

As a reminder to protect yourself  and 
prevent the spread of  illnesses, please prac-
tice the three Ws: Wear a mask, Wait 6 feet 
apart and Wash your hands frequently using 
either soap and water or alcohol-based hand 
gel for at least 20 seconds.



Chestnut Hill, 
a residential retirement community on a quiet 
mountain top in Highlands, NC, has spacious 
Independent and Assisted Living Apartments.

It is a full-service, Medicaid Certified community. 

For further information call Linda Tiffany at 
828-526-5251 or 904-514-4896
www.chestnuthillofhighlands.com
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...ACTIVITIES continued from page 1

• See ACTIVITIES page 15

LAP SWIM (18+)
Monday-Friday • 6am-10am 

(6 lanes, 3 lanes required circle swim lanes)
Monday-Thursday • 5pm-7pm (1-2 lanes) (Shared Pool)

Saturday • 10am-11am (6 lanes)
WATER AEROBICS

Monday-Friday 10:15am-11am
PUBLIC SWIM

Monday-Thursday 11am-7pm
Friday & Saturday 11am-6pm

Sunday 1pm-6pm
RESTRICTIONS

No Pool Parties Available until further notice
Pool will be limited to 30 swimmers at a time.

No Showers or Changing stalls available
Masks are recommended on deck

Temperatures will be taken at sign in
Front office and bathrooms will be open starting Saturday, June 27

No equipment will be available for water aerobics or lap swim
Reservations for lap swim will not be available after Friday June 26

 Call the Pool at (828)526-1595 for more information.
NOTE:

The Civic Center is still closed while the town awaits Governor Roy Cooper’s 
Phase 3 annoucement.

navigate town rules – allowing ticketed 
events in the K-H Founders Park -- and 
state restrictions – as to crowd size – so 
they can hopefully make a little money in 
this “unusual year.

Highlands Festivals, Inc.
First up was David Bock with High-

lands Festivals, Inc., who outlined the or-
ganization’s plans for its annual Highlands 
Food & Wine Festival to be held Thurs-
day-Saturday, Nov.12 -14.

Bock said this year the festival will be 
a music festival, much like the one planned 
for Mother’s Day weekend which was can-

celed due to COVID restrictions.
Bock requested permission to have a 

ticketed event in K-H Founders Park and 
said they hope to sell 1,000 tickets for after-
noon concerts each day, Friday and Satur-
day, and are hoping area restaurants will of-
fer wine dinners and seminars the evenings 
Thursday-Saturday.

These will be open-air events in the 
park featuring music instead of  food and 
wine. There won’t be any open vendors or 
tastings and packaged foods and beverages 
will be available.

“We want permission so we can start 

planning, but with the complete under-
standing that the town and governor may 
not allow us to have the event because we 
don’t know where we will be regarding CO-
VID,” said Bock. “If  the governor says we 
can’t have these kind of  gatherings, we will 
refund everyone’s money.”

Bock said selling 1,000 tickets would 
enable them to break even and maintain the 
required social distancing. 

“We have to have that number of  tick-
ets to cover the cost of  the talent, security 
and to set-up the event,” he said.

The entire park will be used, including 
the skate rink area which is where food will 
be disbursed. A large stage and sound sys-
tem will be set up at the 4th Street entrance 
to the park. 

Bock said they won’t know until Octo-
ber if  the event can take place.

“It’s a big unknown right now. We are 
just trying to get people in place, get talent 
hired get planning going in hopes that we 
can do it knowing very well that this might 
not happen,” he said.

Commissioners voted 4-1 with Com-
missioner Marc Hehn voting no to give 
conditional approval for planning purposes 
which will be based on government officials 
and COVID restrictions.

The Performing Arts Center
The Performing Arts Center Director 

Mary Adair Trumbly also requested permis-
sion to use the park for ticketed events – 
one the Sunday of  Labor Day weekend – 
Sept. 6 and one Sunday Sept. 27.

“This is a really unusual once-in-a-
lifetime request -- to use the park for two 
ticketed events and one on a holiday week-
end which I realize is not typically allowed,” 
she said.

She said they have reformulated the 
PAC auditorium to seat 60 people with so-
cial distancing but that only gives her one-
third of  an audience – based on typically 
selling 220 tickets.

“If  the governor says we can have 30% 
capacity moving into phase 3 we will do 
that, but a 30% audience isn’t going to get 
us any profit so we would very much like 
to use the park for the two Sundays – these 
regularly scheduled concerts,” said Trumbly. 
“I view it as an opportunity to glean a little 
profit. We have been closed since March 
and our bottom line is really suffering.” 

She said PAC usually sells 220 tickets 
for these two particular concerts but envi-
sions selling 400-500 if  she can use the park. 
One concert is a Neil Diamond tribute and 
the other is a Fleetwood Mac tribute and 
both groups do outdoor concerts all the 
time, she said. 

Though the town doesn’t typically al-
low ticketed events in the park or events 
at all on holiday weekends, commissioners 
agreed this year was an exception.

“I don’t have any problem with a con-
cert on Labor Day weekend simply because 
this is an unusual year,” said Commissioner 
Patterson. “We can go back to not allowing 
this later. And depending on where we are 
with the pandemic and how we can limit 
the number of  people and do social dis-
tancing depending on situation at the time, 
I’m OK with this.”

Trumbly said if  she can make money 
on these two concerts it would be great 
because she is going to lose money on ev-
erything else put on in the PAC due to the 
30% rule.

Again, the vote was 4-1 with Commis-
sioner Hehn voting no.

Village Square Art Show
Next up was the Village Square Art 

Show scheduled for Friday and Saturday, 
Aug. 28 and 29.

Tucker Chambers discussed the plans 
that have been made to adhere to the town’s 
and the governor’s rules as they stand now 
and into Phase 3.

The layout of  the park for the event 
has been designed for social distancing – 16 
sq. ft. around each 3-sided tent for social 
distancing – with a 12-foot lane between 
rows of  tents, as per the fire marshal.

He anticipates 70-80 tents and 200-
300 people flowing in and out.

Face masks will be required, so upon 
entrance participants will be offered face 
masks and shields if  they don’t have any 
and artists will have hand-sanitizer for 
those who visit their tents. 

Commissioner Patterson suggested a 
one-way traffic flow, so people aren’t pass-
ing each other.

Commissioners voted to allow the 
show contingent upon the Rec Committee 
recommendation as to traffice flow and de-
pending on the status of  the pandemic in 
Highlands and Macon County.

Twilight 5K Run
The Twilight 5K Run is planned for 

August 15 with a backup date of  the Satur-
day after Thanksgiving if  COVID restric-
tions curtail plans.

Commissioner John Dotson expressed 
concern with the clustering of  runners in 
the beginning of  the race so suggested a 
staggered start – even suggesting planning 
it for the November date.

“It starts out tight and opens up later, 
but at the starting gun it’s tight. I would 
prefer moving it to the November date or 

If all goes as planned, this year’s Highlands Food & Wine Festival will be a ticketed Music Fes-
tival  in K-H Founders Park, Nov. 13-14, 12:30 to 5p each day.



111 UNRESTRICTED
ACRES

Very Unique Terra Dome Home
2BR/2.5BA - Move-in Ready 
Open, Bright, and Cheerful

776 Commissioners Creek Rd, Otto, NC 28763

See www.wilsonrealty.org
For Photos & Info

For sale by Owner/Agent
770-289-7780 or 770-595-6729

APPOINTMENT
ONLY

PO Box 275, Otto, NC 28763  770-289-7780
Agents Representing Buyers 
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LAP SWIM (18+)
Monday-Friday • 6am-10am 

(6 lanes, 3 lanes required circle swim lanes)
Monday-Thursday • 5pm-7pm (1-2 lanes) (Shared Pool)

Saturday • 10am-11am (6 lanes)
WATER AEROBICS

Monday-Friday 10:15am-11am
PUBLIC SWIM

Monday-Thursday 11am-7pm
Friday & Saturday 11am-6pm

Sunday 1pm-6pm
RESTRICTIONS

No Pool Parties Available until further notice
Pool will be limited to 30 swimmers at a time.

No Showers or Changing stalls available
Masks are recommended on deck

Temperatures will be taken at sign in
Front office and bathrooms will be open starting Saturday, June 27

No equipment will be available for water aerobics or lap swim
Reservations for lap swim will not be available after Friday June 26

 Call the Pool at (828)526-1595 for more information.
NOTE:

The Civic Center is still closed while the town awaits Governor Roy Cooper’s 
Phase 3 annoucement.

•rec park news•

Pool Hours Starting Saturday, June 27

...ACTIVITIES continued from page 14
a staggered start in August 15 without that 
mass of  people at one time,” he said. 

Commissioners agree to allow the race 
contingent upon the Rec Park Commit-
tee’s recommendation with a 4-1 vote with 
Commissioner Hehn voting no.

Farmer’s Market & 
Saturday Music on Pine

The Farmers Market and Saturday 
Music on Pine are two events that are on 
the calendar through October.

The town disallowed activities like the 

Farmer’s Market in the K-H Founders Park 
with the COVID outbreak, but the gov-
ernor considered the markets an essential 
business, so they have been allowed to be 
open across the state.  

Commissioner Dotson said Highlands 
should allow the market because it’s been 
dictated by Raleigh.

“This is a low-density event, so I don’t 
have a problem with picking up the ball and 
running with that,” he said.

However, Commissioner Patterson 

said she wants to go with what is best for 
Highlands so she suggested vendors and 
participants be required to wear masks.

“Raleigh is playing politics with my 
hometown. So, we are going to do what 
is good in Highlands. We need to require 
masks for these events where people are 
close together.

“We want them to be able to sell, but I 
am not going to compromise people’s safe-
ty. People have the right to come or not to 
come, but I am trying to make it as safe as 
possible,” she said. 

But Commissioner Dotson noted that 
retail businesses are up and running so he 
didn’t see why the Farmer’s Market should 
be more stringent.

“Retailers make their own decisions. 
Some require masks and some don’t. But 
this is our venue, so it’s up to us as to what 
we allow or not; we make the rules,” said 
Patterson.

So, as soon as they are ready, the Farm-
er’s Market can open Saturdays 8a to noon 
as long as masks are required of  vendors 

and participants and people adhere to so-
cial distancing. Whoever is in charge of  the 
market will be responsible for making peo-
ple who come in wear masks and if  there is 
a problem, the police can be called.

Saturday Music in the Park is sched-
uled for each Saturday at 6p through Oc-
tober. Obviously, with the outside limit at 
25 for groups, the event has been on hold.

However, for July 4th there will be a 
live-streaming concert with the Wobblers 
“to help bring a celebratory but safe atmo-
sphere in Highlands,” said Kaye McHan, 
president of  the Chamber of  Commerce.

Also, set for July 4th will be musi-
cians in the bed of  a pickup truck tooling 
around town to lend a festive air.

Concerts will start up with restric-
tions as soon as the outside gathering limit 
is increased. 

Rec Park Pool
Since pools were allowed to open 

with restrictions in Phase 2, Highlands 
commissioners agreed to loosen restric-

• See ACTIVITIES page 16
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tions at the pool, which during Phase 2 only 
allowed adults to lap swim from 6a to noon 
Monday through Friday.

According to Rec Park Director Lester 
Norris, pools are already open elsewhere and 
he encouraged Highlands to follow suit.

So, starting Saturday, June 27 the pool 
will be open to everyone, daily but with re-
strictions.

Changing rooms and showers will be 
off  limits, but the bathrooms will be open. 
Deck furniture will be available and will be 
decontaminated as people leave.

With three parts per million of  chlo-
rine in the pool water, Commissioner Brian 
Stiehler said the solution “will kill just about 
anything.”

Commissioners agreed that people 
will basically be sanitized when they get 
out of  the pool so sitting on deck furniture 
shouldn’t be a problem. For those who don’t 
swim, their furniture will be sanitized once 
they leave. The bathrooms will be sanitized 
every 30 minutes.

Norris said according to the State and 
Macon County Health Dept. COVID can’t 
be transmitted in the pool itself. 

Commissioners voted 4-1 to open the 
pool full bore. Commissioner Hehn voted 
no.

– Kim Lewicki

...ACTIVITIES from 15

Before you head out for the Great Outdoors, stock up on 
your favorite spices at 

The Spice & Tea Exchange in Highlands!

Spice up your camp meals! 

330 Main Street • Highlands • 828-482-1609

$1000 BONUS
paid for dishwashers 

who start immediately.  
Stay through 

October and you will be 
paid $1000 bonus at the 

end of October!  
Apply online or 

in person at 
Old Edwards. 

www.oldedwardsinn.com/careers 

or 
call Pat Turnbull at 

828-787-2697

Spring is a the time for fundraising 
events like galas, and with physical distanc-
ing measures firmly in place, many nonprof-
its were unable to host these events or were 
forced to move them to a virtual platform. 

During a time when donors are 
stretched thin and people are demanding 
more than usual from charitable organiza-
tions, nonprofits across the United States 
and in Highlands are struggling to stay 
afloat. 

The Highlands Playhouse has had to 
cancel its summer season, the most lucrative 
time of  year for the theater. Managing direc-
tor of  the Playhouse, Lance Matzke, said it 
takes a while to put [the season] together. 

“There’s a lot of  moving pieces. And it 
wasn’t a situation where we could wait and 
see what happens,” Matzke said.

The cinema portion of  the Playhouse, 
however, will likely be able to resume opera-
tion as soon as the state moves into Phase 3 
of  reopening. Matzke said they are hoping 
people haven’t seen all the new releases via 
Prime or Netflix when they finally open!

Events at the Highlands Performing 
Arts Center (PAC) have also taken a hit. The 
Highlands Cashiers Chamber Music Festival 
canceled their entire season and the High-
lands Cashiers Players canceled their March 
and May productions – a considerable blow 
to the PAC’s rental income.

The Chamber Music Festival is offer-
ing free virtual concerts in lieu of  their live 
events. Executive director Nancy Gould-
Aaron said that the virtual concerts serve as 
a way to keep the festival at the forefront of  
peoples’ minds while they can’t be there in 
person.

“It’s just a free concert to keep people 
engaged in music and remembering our fes-
tival and our musicians,” Gould-Aaron said.

Some of  the featured musicians include 
David and Julie Coucheron, Helen Kim, 
Yinzi Kong and the festival’s artistic direc-
tor, William Ransom.

They are trying to get some virtual 
concerts on YouTube during the scheduled 
dates of  the festival, from July 3 – August 9.

According to PAC Executive Director 
Mary Adair Trumbly, the PAC’s member-
ship revenue has also seen a marked de-
crease, projected to be around $30,000, tak-
ing their original goal for 2020 from $90,000 
to $60,000 in membership revenue. As a 
result, the PAC has cut back on advertising 
and staffing.

Some of  the concerts have been re-
scheduled to later dates this summer, and 
in the meantime, they are offering virtual 
streaming of  some of  events, primarily as 

a way to keep the PAC on the forefront of  
peoples’ minds.

Adair Trumbly said that the PAC is 
taking precautions including requiring that 
all staff  members wear a mask, providing 
gloves and hand sanitizer to patrons and 
limiting the number of  tickets sold.

“Hopefully by the beginning of  2021 
we’ll be back on track, but we have to plan 
not to be,” Adair Trumbly said. 

According to President Ed Mawyer, 
the Center for Life Enrichment (CLE) has 
had to reschedule their May and June lec-
tures and has faced a decline in member-
ship as a result of  COVID-19.

“It isn’t practical for us to have an 
event with a limit of  only 10 people, so 
we’re holding our breath waiting for Gov. 
Cooper to make his decision about when 
we can have groups of  25 or more in our 
lecture hall,” Mawyer said.

Mawyer is hopeful that the CLE will 
be able to resume lectures on July 6 with 
the necessary sanitary and social distancing 
measures in place. 

At the Cashiers Highlands Humane 
Society, executive director David Stroud 
said that COVID-19 has been both a posi-
tive and a negative. With stay-at-home or-
ders, more people are willing and able to 
take in a new pet, which has resulted in a 
24% increase in adoptions.

“We have more animals in foster care 
than ever had before, more animals finding 
forever homes, and a lot of  it has to do with 
the fact that folks are at home,” he said.

On the down-side, the society’s fund-
ing has taken a significant blow. Two events, 
one in June and one in August, account for 
more than 50% of  the Humane Society’s 
annual revenue. Both of  those events have 
been canceled due to COVID-19.

The Highlands Biological Station has 
had to deal with considerable cutbacks to 
their in-person activities, including sum-
mer programming at the Highlands Nature 
Center, according to executive director Dr. 
James Costa. However, the Station is offer-
ing a number of  virtual events. The virtual 
events help folks stay connected to the Sta-
tion and help to bring science programming 
to schools in the area that they could not 
visit in person. According to Costa, the vir-
tual events have been very successful and 
have garnered a large number of  “likes” 
and views.

The Biological Station will not be host-
ing any summer courses or summer camps 
and the museum will be closed. However, 
outdoor activities like garden tours will like-
ly be available to the public.

...NONPROFITS continued from page 1
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Princess Puddin’

Paid for by a hopeful neighbor

Our Community Needs Us!
We all love this area, but with the 

Covid crisis, our community needs us to

step up. So how can we help?   
Whether full timers, seasonal residents, or 

regular visitors, helping may be simpler
than we think.
• Be generous beyond the norm.

• Make donations to local non-profits that
you’d not normally make. Or increase the
amount that you’d normally offer.

• And instead of waiting until the end of
the year, make your donations now.

• Go to stores and buy two of something
– or splurge on items that you’d normally
wistfully walk by. Start buying Christmas
presents or gift certificates now: stash up.

• Pay extra for haircuts and other services, 
making up for those that never happened.

• Eat out – or take out – more often than 
usual. To help the restaurant owners, order 
the expensive dishes – and maybe offer to 
buy a $50 dessert, just for the heck of it.

• And for waitstaffs and other service 
workers, make your tips impressive.

• If you would like to volunteer your time 
and services, sign up with the Highlands 
Chamber of Commerce initiative Neighbors 
Helping Neighbors at 
highlandschamber.org/neighbors-helping-
neighbors/

It is, indeed, better to give than receive.  
Given the craziness of these times, our 
neighbors need our help; hopefully, all 
of us who are able will  
show our appreciation 

to those who work so hard to make  
Highlands-Cashiers the unique area it is. 

Be creative. Be generous. Be grateful.

CATSPEAK

•princess puDDin’•

I am an indoor kitty, 
so my life hasn’t 
changed all that 

much in regards to 
where I get to go. My 
exposure to the out-
doors is limited to the 
screened porch, oc-
casional forays to the 
deck—under supervi-
sion—and watching 
the birdfeeder outside 
the living room window.

It’s my pet parents who have changed. 
I mean they hardly leave the house, and 
since I’m in charge of  my domain, I con-
sider their constant presence an infringe-
ment of  my rights. Picture me in Dad’s 
office, or the men’s room as he refers to 
it. Usually, I have my pick of  lounging 
spots—his desk chair, his recliner, the 
floor next to the recliner, a spot beneath 
the desk, or sometimes his lap. 

These days, I find myself  constantly 
being run out of  one of  his chairs.  It’s 
enough to make a girl crazy. Why must he 
spend so much time in that room? Times 
were he’d sit at his desk briefly to look 
at the computer and then be gone for at 
least eight hours.  Now? He can be found 
spending hours in his desk chair, lounging 
in his recliner watching the Military Chan-
nel or napping. It’s too noisy in there for a 
good catnap.

Now, Mum’s office is very quiet as 
usual.  The only disturbance is her tapping 
on her keyboard, which I’m accustomed 
to. Still, she’s in there an awful lot lately—
no midday trips to her gym or lunch. My 
routine was to accompany her to her of-
fice after breakfast, leap on the desk to get 
multiple treats, and then retire to the Dad’s 
office or to the bedroom to snooze—on 
the bed or in the easy chair near the win-
dow. 

But, and this a big but, any time Dad 
walks into Mum’s office or Mum comes 
and goes from the office, I feel dutybound 
to visit for a few treats. If  I don’t, she may 

be require re-training. 
The problem is that 
Dad pops in and out 
of  her office all day 
long now. I am forever 
having to be alert—
okay, that may be a 
stretch—so I don’t 
miss an opportunity 
for a treat. It used to be 
Dad made only a few 
visits to Mum’s head-

quarters.  These days? He is in and out 
constantly.  I think he has a severe case 
of  the fidgets, and Mum agrees with me.

Mum and I think he interrupts way 
too much. So much so that Mum has be-
gun referring to me as Tubby Cat because 
I’m eating too many treats. Of  course, 
she’s one to talk, since she says the virus 
has shrunk her jeans. 

The good news is it’s summertime 
and Dad is spending more time on the 
screened porch, so Mum and I are getting 
some quiet time up here on the second 
floor. And yesterday, he ventured out to 
the shooting range. That meant Mum and 
I got to relax on the porch in peace. She 
pondered who the victim would be in her 
next book, and I chirped at the humming-
birds visiting the feeder. 

Are you wondering why the porch 
isn’t peaceful when Dad’s on it? The an-
swer is he listens to all those silly videos 
people send him no matter what room 
he’s in, and it drives me and Mum nuts. 
We two are big believers in silence. Can 
you hear me purring Ohm? And do you 
see Mum right next to me doing the same?  
Repeat after me: This too shall pass. A girl 
can dream, right?

• Princess Puddin’ Penn resides in Geor-
gia with her dad, her mom Kathy Manos Penn, 
and her canine brother Lord Banjo. Please send 
comments, compliments, and questions to ink-
penn119@gmail.com. She appears in “Lord 
Banjo the Royal Pooch,” a book that can be 
found on Amazon, at Books Unlimited in 
Franklin, and Mountain Paws.

A Cat’s Life in Quarantine
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•spiritually speaking • Proverbs 3:5 • places to worsHip •
BLUE VALLEY BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Oliver Rice, Pastor (706) 782-3965

Sundays: School:10 a.m., Worship:11 
Sunday night services every 2nd & 4th Sunday at 7 

Wednesdays: Mid-week prayer meeting:7 p.m.
BUCK CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH

828-269-3546 • Rev. Jamie Passmore, Pastor
Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11 

CASHIERS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Rev. Wes Sharpe, Pastor 828-743-5298
Sundays: School at 9:30 Worship 10:30

Wednesday night Dinner and Service 5:30 
CHAPEL OF THE SKY

Sky Valley, GA • 706-746-2999 
Sundays: 10 a.m.:Worship 

Holy Communion 1st & 3rd Sundays 
CHRIST ANGLICAN CHURCH 

Rector: Jim Murphy, 252-671-4011 
464 US Hwy 64 east, Cashiers 

9:30a Early Service; 11a Worship Service; 
CHRIST CHURCH OF THE VALLEY, CASHIERS

Pastor Brent Metcalf • 743-5470
Sun.10:45am, S.S 9:30am. Wed. 6pm supper and teaching.

Tues. Guys study 8am, Gals 10am.
CLEAR CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH

Pastor Jim Kinard
Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11a.m. 
1st & 3rd Sunday night Service: 7.p.m.

Wednesdays –Supper at 6 p.m. 
COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH
www.cbchighlands.com • 526-4685
3645 Cashiers Rd, Highlands, NC 

Sr. Pastor Gary Hewins  
Sun.: 9:30am: Sunday School10:30am: Middle & High School; 

10:45am: Child. Program,10: 45am: Worship
Wed.: 5pm Dinner ($7 adult, $2 child), 6pm CBC U.

COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH OF SKY VALLEY
706.746.3144• 696 Sky Valley Way #447, 

Pastor Gary Hewins
Worship: Sun. 9 a.m., with Holy Communion the 1st & 3rd 
Sun.; Tues: Community Supper 5:30 followed by Bible Study. 
EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF THE INCARNATION

Rev. W. Bentley Manning • 526-2968
Monday-Friday: Morning Prayer at 8:15a. Sundays: 8 am 

Holy Eucharist Rite I; 9 am Sunday School; 10:30 am Holy 
Eucharist Rite II. Childcare available at 10:30

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH HIGHLANDS
828-526-4153 • www.fbchighlands.org

Dr. Mark Ford, Pastor• 220 Main Street, Highlands 
Sun.:Worship 10:45 am; Sun.: Bible Study 9:30 am

Wed.: Men’s Bible Study 8:30 am; Choir 5p; Prayer Mtg 6:15p 
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Curtis Fussell & Emily Wilmarth, pastors 

526-3175 • fpchighlands.org
Sun.: Worship 8:30a Adult Ed.: 9:30a.m.; Worship 11 a.m.

Mondays: Men’s Prayer Group & Breakfast 8 a.m. 
Wed: Choir:6p

GOLDMINE BAPTIST CHURCH
(Off Franklin/Highlands Rd) 

Sunday School:10 am, Worship Service:11 am
GRACE COMMUNITY CHURCH OF CASHIERS

Non-Denominational-Contemporary Worship
242 Hwy 107N, 1/4 miles from Crossroads in Cashiers

www.gracecashiers.com • Pastor Steve Doerter: 743-9814
Services: Sundays 10am - Wed. - 7pm; Dinner - Wed. 6pm 

HAMBURG BAPTIST CHURCH

Hwy 107N. • Glenville, NC • 743-2729 • Nathan Johnson
Sunday: School 9:45a, Worship 11a & 7p, Bible Study 6p

Wed. Kidsquest 6p.; Worship 7p.
HIGHLANDS ASSEMBLY OF GOD

Randy Reed, Pastor 828-421-9172 • 165 S. Sixth Street  
Sundays: Worship:11 

HIGHLANDS CENTRAL BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Dan Robinson

670 N. 4th Street (next to the Highlands Civic Center)
Sun.: Morning Worship 10:45a., Evening Worship, 6p. 

Wednesday: Prayer Service, 6:30 p.
HIGHLANDS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

Pastor Randy Lucas 526-3376
Sun: School 9:45a.; Worship 9:09,10:50.; Youth 5:30 p.

Wed: Supper: 5:15; youth, & adults activities: 6; Handbell 
rehearsal, 6:15; Choir Rehearsal 7. (nursery provided ); 7pm 

Intercessory Prayer Ministry 
HOLY FAMILY LUTHERAN CHURCH: ELCA

Chaplain Margaret Howell • 2152 Dillard Road • 526-9741
Sun: School and Adult discussion group 9:30 a.m.;  

Worship/Communion:10:30; Early-Bird Christmas Eve service of 
Lessons and Carols, Sunday, Dec. 22, 10:30 am. 

All are welcome.
HEALING SERVICE on the 5th Sunday of the month.

MACEDONIA BAPTIST CHURCH
8 miles south of Highlands on N.C. 28 S in Satolah

Pastor Zane Talley
Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11, Choir:6 p.m.

Wed: Bible Study and Youth Mtg.:7 p.m.
MOUNTAIN SYNAGOGUE

at St. Cyprian’s Episcopal Church, Franklin • 828-524-9463
MOUNTAIN BIBLE CHURCH 

743-2583 • Independent Bible Church 
Sun:10:30 a.m. at Big Ridge Baptist Church,  

4224 Big Ridge Road (4.5 miles from NC 107) 
Weds: Bible Study 6:30 p.m.; Youth Group 6 p.m. 

OUR LADY OF THE MOUNTAINS  
CATHOLIC CHURCH

Rev. Fr. Jason K. Barone – 526-2418
Mass: Thurs. 12:10; Fri. 9am; Sun: 11 a.m.

SCALY MOUNTAIN BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Marty Kilby

Sundays: School –10 a.m.; Worship –11 a.m. & 7 
Wednesdays: Prayer Mtg.:7 p.m.

SCALY MOUNTAIN CHURCH OF GOD
290 Buck Knob Road; Pastor Donald G. Bates • 526-3212
Sun.: School:10 a.m.; Worship:10:45 a.m.; Worship: 6 p.m.

SHORTOFF BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Rev. Andy Cloer 

Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11 a.m. 
Wednesdays: Prayer & Bible Study:6 p.m. 
ST. JUDE’S CATHOLIC CHURCH
Mass: Thurs. 9am, Fri., 11am; Sun. 9am 

THE CHURCH OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD
1448 Highway 107 S., Office: 743-2359 • Rev. Rob Wood
June-Sept: Sunday Services: Rite I, 8a, Rite II, 9:15 & 11a

Nursery available for Rite II services
Sept 6-Oct 25-Informal Evening Eucharist-5:30 p.m. 

Thursday: Noon Healing Service with Eucharist.
UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST FELLOWSHIP 

85 Sierra Drive, Franklin • uufranklin.org  
Sunday Worship - 11 a.m. 

WHITESIDE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Rev. Sam Forrester/Cashiers

Sunday School:10 am, Worship Service:11 am

John 3:16

The United States is conducting a census. The Bible, 
too, records the taking of  censuses. Jesus was born 
in Bethlehem, rather than in Nazareth, due to a cen-

sus mandated by Caesar Augustus. The “joke” in Luke’s 
Gospel is Jesus didn’t come to “take our number” but to 
give us genuine life. 

The Old Testament book of  Numbers receives its 
name because it begins with a numbering, a census, of  the 
people. Another census occurs in chapter 26, with two pre-
vious censuses having occurred in Exodus. 

These four censuses took place as Israel escaped 
Egyptian slavery. Later, Rabbis exclaimed the reason the 
people were counted was because the children of  Israel 
were precious to the Almighty. Counting the people ex-
pressed God’s love for them.

However, Rabbi Jonathan Sacks notes a problem in 
Scripture with taking a census of  the people. When King 
David took a census, his action enraged God. David re-
pented for the sin of  census-taking. What was the differ-
ence? David took a census in order to round up men, to use 
the people of  Israel, for war.

God detested this form of  counting. God counts, be-
cause God cares for every person. That kind of  counting is 
how Jesus describes God’s counting as well. Jesus said, “Are 
not two sparrows sold for a penny? Yet, not one of  them 
falls to the ground apart from your Father’s knowing. And 
even the hairs of  your head are all counted. So, do not be 
afraid; you are of  more value than many sparrows.”

Well, Jesus doesn’t say how many sparrows. If  it were 
100 sparrows, you would only be worth 50 cents! What a 
paltry number! But the claim Jesus makes is this: if  God at-
tends to the plight of  such paltry creatures, then how much 
more God attends to us and our fears in life. 

Jesus says God has even counted the number of  hairs 
on our heads. Jesus uses this metaphor to make the point 
that God has a relationship with us in the deepest of  ways. 
God has a relationship with us in ways that we cannot 
fathom. God values us in ways we cannot even imagine. 
What a blessed counting -a blessed census! God values us, 
“counts” us, with unimaginable thoroughness.

Of  course, such a blessed counting by God is not lim-
ited. Jesus suggests that if  God counts us with such a bless-
ing, then we too are to count others with the same value. 
No matter who you are, no matter what you’ve done, no 
matter who you’ve become; God still loves you. God values 
you! How wonderful for you! But, how is your “counting” 
of  others going today? Can God “count” on you to love 
others as God loves you?

Can God count on you?

Pastor Curtis Fussell
First Presbyterian Church
of Highlands



Highlands Police entries from 
June 7. Only the names of persons 
arrested, issued a Class-3 misde-
meanor or public officials have 
been used.

June 7
• At 8:20 p.m., officers were called 

about someone cutting cables and tak-
ing a canoe at a canoe dock on River-
walk Drive.

June 11
• At 11:48 p.m., Kelly Ty Parker, 49, 

of Ponte Verda Beach FL, was arrested 
for DUI. He was issued a $500 secured 
bond. His trial date is Oct. 5, 2020.

June 14
• At 3:16 p.m., officers were called 

about someone communicating threats 
at a residence on Chowan Drive. 

June 15
• A little past midnight, officers re-

ceived a call about intoxicated people at 
Cottage Lane in Highlands. 

June 17
• At 1:14 p.m., officers received a 

call about someone cutting phone lines 
to a restaurant on the Dillard Road.

June 18
• At 8:20 p.m., officers received a 

call about someone walking out of the 

Ugly Dog Pub without paying for food 
and beverages.

June 20
• At 7:59 p.m., Harlem Gonzalez, 37, 

of Highlands, was arrested for DUI. He 
was issued a $1,500 unsecured bond. His 
trial date is July 27.

The Highlands Fire & Rescue 
log from June 16.

June 16
• At 12:54 p.m., the dept. was first-

responders to a residence on Wingina 
Lane.

June 17 
• At 9:44 p.m., the dept. responded 

to a fires alarm at a residence on Straw-
berry Lane.

June 18
• At 11:30 p.m., the dept. responded 

to a Co2 alarm at a residence on Mt. Lori 
Drive.

June 20
• At 8:43 a.m., the dept. responded 

to a call of a possible gas leak at a resi-
dence on Falls Drive west.

• At 4:08 p.m., the dept. was called to 
help with a search on Hickory Hill Road. 
But it was cancelled.

•police & Fire reports•
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•letter•

Dear Editor,
I truly cannot find the words of  gratitude that I feel for our community over the last 

few months. The generosity of  spirit, the willingness to step out and assist people we do 
not know, the concern shown for supporting our businesses and the businesses care in 
protecting their customers and staff  as we have reopened. 

The Highlands Chamber of  Commerce started the Neighbors Helping Neighbors 
program back in March and it is still going today with 50 plus volunteers. 

A huge thank you to all the individuals who have given their time without asking to 
be thanked or recognized. Matt Eberz, Robin King Austin, Debre Berlin, Christina Briggs, 
Anna Bring, Sandra Carlton, Lisa Carrig, Courtney Chappell, Codie Couch, Lynn Delgado, 
Susan Duncan, Jim and Deb Dyal, Page Engelbrektsson, Kevin Fitzpatrick, Gail Flynn, 
Cindy Foster, Rachael Friday, Andrea Gabbard, Dale Gatson, Elizabeth Gordon, Mela-
nie Ham, Florence Holmes, Bambi Famous Kaine, Mary Lou Harris, Jody Lovell, Diane 
McPhail, Kelli Moody, David Moore, Ricky Morales, Ian Newekk, Ann Newhouse, Cynthia 
Peterson, Donna Phillips, Julie Potts, Massimiialo Proietti, Janoah Rehmier, Juan Reyes, 
Cassie Ross, Susan Schwiering, Tod Sherwood, Robert Smith, Lauren Stallings, Carol Tay-
lor, Julie Upshaw, Karen Vizza, Viola Westbrook, Peggy Pepper Wilkinson. 

It is this spirt in our community that helps everyone as we move through these unprec-
edented times. Sincerely, thank you my community!

Kaye McHan
Director, Highlands Chamber of  Commerce

Neighbors truly help neighbors

Speaking in Raleigh, District Attorney 
Ashley Hornsby Welch this week urged 
members of  the N.C. Senate Judiciary 
Committee to close a legal loophole that, at 
the expense of  victims, sometimes benefits 
those convicted of  drunken driving.

 Currently, if  a person is driving on a 
revoked license for impaired driving and 
kills someone, he or she faces a charge of  
misdemeanor death by vehicle. The maxi-
mum prison sentence allowed is 150 days.

Lawmakers are weighing whether to 
raise the crime from a misdemeanor to a 
class F felony, carrying a minimum active 
term of  not less than 12 months in prison.

“That many days – for someone who 
is not even supposed to be on the road – 
is an insult,” said Welch, who oversees the 
43rd Prosecutorial District, made up of  the 
seven westernmost counties.

Sens. Chuck Edwards, R-Flat Rock, 
and Sen. Jim Davis, R-Franklin, are among 
the bill’s sponsors. 

“The Senate Judiciary Committee 
chairs and members are still considering the 
bill and reviewing the case to determine the 
best solution,” Edwards said Thursday of  
the legislation’s progress through the com-
mittee.

Kimberly Carnes, 43, suffered mortal 
injuries in a Feb. 22, 2017, head-on colli-
sion in Macon County as she drove from 

home to work. Scott Marchant, 56, also a 
Macon County resident, crossed the two-
lane center line on N.C. 28 and smashed 
into Carnes’ car. 

Marchant had been drinking. He did 
not meet the .08 legal impairment stan-
dard, however. His blood alcohol content 
measured .045.

“It’s one of  the worst things we have 
had to do, to explain to Kimberly’s mother 
that he faced only a misdemeanor death by 
vehicle,” Welch said. 

Marchant pleaded guilty to misde-
meanor death by vehicle on July 27, 2017, 
in Macon County District Court. The 
judge imposed 75 days, based on his sen-
tencing level. 

Kimberly Carnes’ mother, Karen, 
provided emotional testimony to com-
mittee members, pleading with them to 
increase the penalty.

“As a misdemeanor, it says, ‘He didn’t 
intentionally set out to kill somebody.’ You 
know what? My daughter didn’t want to be 
intentionally hit and killed,” she said.

Mothers Against Drunk Driving, the 
Western North Carolina DWI Task Force 
and the N.C. Fraternal Order of  Police 
all support changing the law. Ellen Pitt, a 
member of  MADD and the task force, 
also spoke to the committee.

D.A. Welch encourages lawmakers to 
close loophole in law

lieve this election has been a referendum 
on the president’s influence. The people of  
western North Carolina are wise and dis-
cerning. You observed both candidates and 
simply made the choice you believed is best 
for our district. I look forward to fighting 
alongside our president after I’m elected in 
November,” Cawthorn said.

Cawthorn’s victory will send him to the 
ballots in November to face Moe Davis, a 
Buncombe County Democrat Veteran who 
previously served as a prosecutor at Guan-
tanamo Bay.

Despite winning by a landslide 
throughout the District, in Macon County, 
the race was closer with Cawthorn receiv-
ing 1,846 votes to Bennett’s 1,139. Just 15 
percent of  eligible voters cast their ballots 
in Macon County for the runoff. Cawthorn 
even upset Bennett in her home county of  
Haywood County, securing 2,112 votes to 
Bennett’s 1,559. Madison beat Bennett in all 
but one county in the District, Rutherford 
County where Bennett won with 714 to 

...CAWTHORN continued from page 10
389. The county with the closest match up 
was Clay County, where Cawthorn was still 
victorious with 474 votes, but by a margin 
of  only three votes. 

Madison was homeschooled in Hen-
dersonville and was nominated to the U.S. 
Naval Academy by Rep. Mark Meadows 
in 2014. However, Madison’s plans were 
derailed that year after he nearly died in 
a tragic automobile accident that left him 
partially paralyzed and in a wheelchair.

Madison’s ordeal built his faith, made 
him a fighter, helped him appreciate every 
day, and inspired him to help everyone he 
encounters overcome whatever adversity 
they face in their daily lives.

As a constitutional conservative 
Madison is a small businessman. He is the 
owner and CEO of  a real estate investment 
company. Madison is also a motivational 
speaker. He challenges people across the 
nation to have faith, work hard, play by the 
rules and pursue the American dream.
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209 N. 4th Street

(Corner of N. 4th and Oak streets 
upstairs across from Town Hall. 

Phone: 828-526-3241
Fax: 828-482-9019
Email: rachelbkelleyllc@gmail.com

Rachel B. Kelley, PMHNP-BC
ARNP - Board Certified
Psychiatric • Mental Health
Medication Management
Positive Wellness

Whiteside Cove  
Cottages

800-805-3558 • 828-526-2222

5 new log cabins 
nestled in the hemlocks 
on 25 acres at the base 

of Whiteside 
Mountain.

Loma Linda
Farm

Dog Boarding • Day Care
Pastoral Park

in Home and Leash Free
Lodging in the lap of luxury

(828) 421-7922
Highlands NC

lomalindafarm@gmail.com
www.lomalindafarm.com NC License #10978

,:. 
VIVA WELLNESS 
526-1566

CBD � HEALS 
• 50 mg CBD 30 Pressed Tabs

• 50 mg CBD 30 Gel Caps
• I 00 mg CBD 30 Gel Caps

• CBD cream and balm
Also Available: 

Far Infrared Sauna Capsule 
Massage Spa Capsule 

5 Cotta e Row • U.S. 64 East 
Whole Body Vibration

• Interior & Exterior Painting
• Pressure Washing

• House Maintenance
• Drywall Repair

• Deck Repair
Quality Work • Fully Insured

Lupe Gonzales
avpintura@gmail.com

828-332-1539 or 678-873-2927

• Grading
• Excavating
• Driveways
• Build sites

• Hauling
• Septic Systems 

Edwin Wilson
Cell (828) 421-3643 

Office/fax (828) 526-4758
wilsongrading@yahoo.com 

Mendoza 
Tree Expert
Quality Tree Care 

& Removal •16+ years

828-200-9217
Fully Insured 

estimates@mendozatree.com
www.mendozatree.com

FIREWOOD FOR SALE

We accept al l  credit cards

Bill Barber 
Homes

billbarber22@gmail.com
billbarberhomes.com

(828)
226-9696

We have a special knack for 
keeping your taxes on track

Brophy & Associates
Consulting, LLC

Robbin Brophy
Enrolled Agent
(828) 558-4300

• Tax return preparation for small 
 businesses and individuals
• QuickBooks training and 
 bookkeeping services
• IRS/State representation

367 Dellwood Rd., Bldg. E, Ste. 3
Waynesville, NC 28786

(828) 558-4300 office • (833) 234-4881 fax
brophytax.com

robbin@brophytax.com

(828) 482-9374
(772) 532-0706

The Highlands Barbershop

Open Mon.-Sat.
10a to 5p

446 Oak Street 
across from the park.

Enter from Oak Street



chestnut storage

Look for our sign!
10890 Buck Creek Rd. - 1/2 mile off Cashiers Rd near the hospital 

Storage Units Available
Secure 24 Hour Access

Easy In - Easy Out
Great Rates - Great Terms

Call today to find out why we’re
“Highland’s Premier Facility”

828-482-1045

Ryan M. Bears
Broker

Pat Allen, Broker in Charge

Cell: 803-271-5426
Office: 828-526-8784

Ryan@patallenrealtygroup.com

MORALESPAINTINGANDSERVICES@GMAIL.COM

706.982.9768
828-226.5347

INTERIOR/EXTERIOR PAINTING • LAWN MAINTENANCE
HOUSE MAINTENANCE • QUALITY WORK

FULLY INSURED

Highlands Automotive

2851 Cashiers Road • highlandsautomotive.com
828-787-2360

NC
Inspection

Station

Service
&

Repair

• Residential or  
Commercial 

• Over 40 Years  
Experience 

• Fast and Dependable
• FREE Estimates

• FREE Pick-up and 
Delivery

American 
Upholstery 

Same Phone Numbers:
(864) 638-9661 cell: (864) 710-9106

WE HAVE MOVED TO

Sample Books Available

Billingsley 
Turf Management 
and Landscaping 

For all of your 
turf and landscaping projects, 

Call 828-526-2258

105 Ashley Drive • Walhalla, SC 29691
(Same Owners: Morris & Rachel Bible)
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Looking for a church home? 
Wayfarers Unity Chapel is a non denominational, 
inclusive church located at 182 Wayfarer Lane, off 

Highway 246 in Dillard, GA, just 1.7 miles from 
Highway 441 

Social time begins at 9:30 and services 
begin at 10 a.m. on Sundays

Visit our website www.wayfarersunity.org 
for more information, or call 706-746-3303

SHARBRADOR 
Quality Asphalt Sealing 

&. Small Repairs 
Free Evaluations with nmely Quotes 

Call or Text: 828-526-9347 

~Excellent communication 
~Fully insured ~Quality work 

Set up a time that will work for YOU, whether 
you prefer to be there or not is up to you. 

specializing in thorough brush-on 
application and consistent, clean finish 

Biz Card Ads
$17 BW/week

$22 Color/week
Call 828-200-1371

or
email

highlandseditor@aol.com
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•classiFieDs•
ITEMS FOR SALE 
CATS/KITTENS – $5 each. 

orange & white or Tan & white. Text 
828-200-0397

PROCAM INFARED HEAT-
ER, new in box,15000 BTU.  $125.00  
941-920-6016 (cell). (6/18)

2019 RAM 1500 TIRES AND 
WHEELS, ONLY. Perfect condition, 
off the truck and ready to go. Call 526-
9803. (st. 6/11)

SOLOFLEX HOME GYM with 
butterfly, and leg attachments. List price 
is $3380, asking $1000 OBO. 434-242-
1174 (st. 5/21)

HOSPITAL BED AND 7FT 
RAMP, could be used at home or as a 
boat ramp.Call 828 743 5543. (st. 5/21)

E-Z UP 10X10 VENDOR 
TENT with sidewalls & weights. Ex-
cellent condition. $170. 828-526-1031 
(st. 1/30) 

FIREWOOD FOR SALE. Call 
or text Matt at 706-239-0880. (st. 9/26)

WANTED 
FULL HOUSE GALLERY 

in Highlands Plaza is now open and 
accepting CONSIGNMENT FUR-
NITURE. Please call or text Susan at 
828-526-6004. (st. 3/19)

WANTED TO BUY: US & 
Foreign COINS & CURRENCY. Top 
prices paid, free appraisals, call Dan at 
828-421-1616 or email danhazazer@
gmail.com (8/13)

HARLEY DAVIDSON MO-
TORCYCLE MEMORABILIA. Call 
Sandra La Jeunesse at 828-371-2214. 

HELP WANTED
D.R. REYNOLDS COMPANY, 

INC., STAR, NC is soliciting qualifi-
cation packages from interested sub-
contractors for the construction of 
a new facility for Highlands Fire & 
Rescue, Highlands, NC. It is preferred 
that respondents hold experience with 
this type of facility and have bonding 
capacity.  Please submit information to 
Scott Broome at sbroome@drreyn-
olds.com no later than Monday July 6, 
2020 Telephone 910-428-1360 (7/2)) 

THE LOG CABIN restaurant, 
downtown Highlands, is hiring all 
positions including sous chef, front 
of house manager,servers, line cooks 
and handymanlandscaper to start im-
mediately. Call 828 526-5777 or email 

jason@logcabinhighlands.com. (st. 6/11)
NEEDED AN EXPERIENCED 

HEALTH CARETAKER for a very 
sweet female Alzheimer’s patient for 
limited time each day not during nor-
mal working hours in exchange for free 
lodging and utilities in a fully furnished 
cottage located in Highlands Country 
Club. For additional information call 828 
526-0469. (st. 5/21) 

FULL-TIME SECURITY 
GUARD Position in Highlands. Please 
call 706-982-5526. (6/18)

LUXURY LODGE MANAGER 
needed for live in position. Prefer a lo-
cal couple/individual to entertain, offer 
cooking classes and maintain facility 
while enjoying living in an exceptional 
facility. Must have impeccable references 
and some experience in hospitality/
maintence.mrpaulkrk@yahoo.com. (st. 
6/11) 

LOCAL TREE COMPANY 
HIRING – Jesse’s Tree Service, LLC, lo-
cal to the Highlands, NC area is seeking 
both tree climbers and grounds/cleanup 
crew. Pat experience a plus but company 
will train. Salary is based on experience. 
We ae looking for reliable, drug-free, 
hard working individuals. Driver’s license 
and a clean driving record a plus. If in-
terested, please call owner, Jesse Finley 
at 828-342-1974 to set up an interview. 
(st. 6/4) 

NOW HIRING PART- AND 
FULL-TIME ASSOCIATES FOR 
RETAIL STORE. Must be willing to 
work weekends and holidays. Call Shan-
non at 526-8864 or email Shannon@
dutchmansdesigns.com (st. 6/4) 

NOW HIRING AT WILD 
THYME. We are looking for bussers 
and hostess. Must have positive attitude 
and reliable transportation. Apply in 
person at Wild Thyme Gourmet in Town 
Square on Main Street in Highlands. 
Please no phone calls. (st. 5/28) 

WOLFGANGS is looking for a 
Sous Chef with a solid track record. 
for dinner prep and service. Need to 
be creative. Also waitstaff, backer. Best 
award of Wine Spectator. Please email 
mindygreen@me.com for either posi-
tion. (st. 5/28)

OLD EDWARDS HOSPITAL-
ITY currently has the following posi-
tions available: Cosmetologist, Certified 

Massage Therapist, Spa Attendant, Pool 
Attendant, Madison’s Server, Asst. Pastry 
Chef, Pastry Cook, Cook, Dishwasher, 
Four65 Server, Hostess, Cook and 
Dishwasher, Half Mile Farm Server, Old 
Edwards Club Cook, Server, Night Audi-
tor, Housekeepers, Part-time Marketing 
Assistant. Please apply online at www.
oldedwardsinn.com. (st 5/21)

JOIN OUR TEAM! Nectar Juice 
Bar (located inside Whole Life Market) 
is now hiring! Are you looking for a fun, 
healthy-minded individual looking for 
full-time, year-round work? Experience 
is not necessary, but kitchen or barista 
skills a plus. Competitive pay! Apply at 
Whole Life Market, 680 N. 4th St., High-
lands. 

CHESTNUT HILL is an upscale 
Assisted Living Community in search of 
a Dietary Cook, CNAs, Med Techs, Wait 
Staff and Housekeeping. Send resume 
to Lindabtiff@aol.com or call 828-526-
5251. (st. 2/13)

RANDEVU now hiring line cooks, 
hostess, and waitstaff. Call 828-743-0190. 
(st. 2/27)

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTU-
NITIES AVAILABLE AT HIGH-
LANDS SMOKEHOUSE. Hiring 
line cooks, and front of the house. Com-
mitment to excellence in food quality 
and guest service. We are proud of the 
products and service we provide, we 
create experiences not just sell food. 
Offering defined, sane schedules and 
healthy work environment allowing for a 
balanced life. Very cooperative pay. Food 
service experience preferred. Tobacco 
free workplace. Contact us at Smoke-
houserecruiting@gmail.com (st. 5/2)

SALES ASSOCIATE HIGH 
END RETAIL CLOTHING STORE 
IN HIGHLANDS AND CASHIERS, 
NC. Full time, part time and seasonal. 
Inquire to 828-200-0928. (st. 3/38) 

SERVICES 
HOUSEKEEPING BY ZA-

MANTHA. Please text or leave a 
voicemail at 828-347-3771. (st. 5/28) 

HIGHLANDS-CASHIERS 
HANDYMAN: Repairs, remodeling, 
painting, pressure washing, minor plumb-
ing and electric, decks and additions. Free 
Estimates. Insured. Call 828-200-4071. 
(6/11)

HIGHLANDS HANDI-MAN 

– Can fix anything inside or out. Car-
pentry, Interior and exterior painting, 
pressure washing, lawn care, hauling. and 
will monitor house during winter. Free 
Estimates. References. Call Tony. 828-
200-5770 or 828-482-0159. (st. 3/26) 

GUTTER CLEANING, MET-
AL ROOF & FABRICATON roof 
repairs, chimney flashing, debris re-
moval, pressure washing. Call 371-1103. 
(st. 6/27/19)

HIGH COUNTRY PHOTO/
KEVIN VINSON: scanning photos, 
slides & negatives to CD or DVD for 
easier viewing. Video transfer to DVD. 
Everything done in house. Leave mes-
sage at 828-526-5208. (st. 6/4) 

REAL ESTATE FOR SALE
4 UNIQUELY BEAUTIFUL 

CULLASAJA RIVERFRONT 
LOTS in Eco community located be-
tween Franklin and Highlands on Hwy 
28 N. $79K to $99K. (828) 371-7940. 
(7/2) 

5 LOTS. 3.22 ACRES. Borders 
NSFS. VIEWS. Well, septics, utilities, 
roads installed. PRIVATE. Multiple exit/
entry. 2/2 residence. asking $186,000 
Call 828.482.2050. 

SIX ACRES ON BUCK CREEK 
ROAD behind Highlands-Cashiers 
Hospital. Sign on property. 843-460-
8015. (st. 5/30) 

2 / 2  C L AY TO N  H O M E 
IN LOWER CLEAR CREEK. 
1+acre,Private. View. $118,000. Call 
706.782.9728 (st. 9/5) 

RESIDENTIAL RENTALS
HOUSE FOR RENT two miles 

from downtown on Dillard Rd avail-
able July 1: Upper Level: well furnished 
2BR (queen & single bed) 1BA, AC, gas 
heat, full laundry, upper level parking, 
no smoking. Includes electricity and 
propane allowance, water/sewer $1350 
per month. 

LOWER LEVEL: Available July 1 
well furnished suite, AC, gas heat, with 
compact kitchen, full laundry, queen bed. 
Lower level drive for parking, no smok-
ing. Includes electricity and propane, 
water/sewer $795 per month. 

Will consider leasing entire home 
if lower level mother.in.law suite is 
needed however may not be subleased. 
$1850. Call 828-342-4819 (st. 6/4)



Main Street Inn & Bistro 
828-526-2590 • mainstreet-inn.com

“Ace is the Place.”

At Main & 3rd streets
Highlands 526-2157

Hardware
Reeves

3

www.highlandsiscalling.com
828-526-3717 

11

Country Club Properties
“Your local hometown 

Real Estate professionals.”
3 Offices 828-526-2520

www.CCPHighlandsNC.com

2 “Highlands is calling  
and I must go.”

6

Suzanne McDavid
Broker

cell: (678) 276-6133 • Off: (828) 526-8300

401 N 5th St., Highlands

SILVER EAGLE 

349 Main Street, Highlands, NC
828.526.5190 silvereaglegallery.com

Native American Jewelry
  Crystal & Gem Gallery

33

33
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2
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Mitzi Rauers, Broker 
404-218-9123 

mitzi@meadowsmtnrealty.com
meadowsmountainrealty.com

13

K-H Park

Martin-Lipscomb 
Performing Arts Center 

(PAC)

Top 12% 
of 

Brokers 
in 2019

Sotheby’s
is the top

firm in
Highlands 
since 2013 

Andrea Gabbard

c 828.200.6742

o 828.526.8300
AndreaGabbard@gmail.com
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“Local Expertise. Global Connections.”
114 N. 4th Street • Highlands, NC

sheryl.wilson@sothebysrealty.com • highlandssir.com
office: 828.526.8300 • cell: 828.337.0706

Sheryl Wilson

Licensed in NC and GA
Doug Helms
828.226.2999

Clif Gottwals
303.887.7479

P H ALMER    OUSE
PROPERTIES

ELEVATED



cashmere
Scotland’s Best Knitwear

McCULLEY’S

242 S. 4th St. & Pop up 
on Main Street

Open 7 days a week
526-4407

828-526-2338

30  ...on the Verandah 
Restaurant

on Lake Sequoyah

www.ontheverandah.com

Open Year-Round • 7 days a week
343-D Main Street. • 526-4035

Open 
Inside 

&
Outside
11a-4p

5:30-til?

8

9

Jody Lovell • 828.226.6303

www.wildthymegourmet.com

Pat Allen 
Broker-in-charge

Cell: 828-200-9179 
pat@patallenrealtygroup.com 

Office: 828-526-8784
295 Dillard Road

Highlands, NC 28741

 5 Not the Biggest ... Just the Best!
www.patallenrealtygroup.com 

BROKERS:

DAV ID 
BOCK 
BUILDERS 

www.BockBuilders.com 828-526-2240 

Top Producers for 15 Years

6

Kurt Barbee
828-545-7272
Ryan Bears

803-271-5426
Darlene Conley 

404-427-2448 
Christy Harris
404-229-8737 

Rick Harrison
404-906-5113 

Sam McPherson
678-378-5413
John Morris 
770-401-3386 
Julie Osborn
828-200-6165
Cy Timmons 
828-200-9762

Steve Sheppard
404-219-1349

• #1 Broker Highlands/
Cashiers MLS 2001-2019

• #1 Broker North Carolina 
2016/2017

• Top 2 Broker North Carolina 
2018 per Real Trends

Investing in Life – On a Whole New Level

Susie deVille
Broker Associate

828-371-2079

Pat Gleeson
Owner, BIC

828-782-0472

Bee Gleeson 
Broker Associate

404-307-1415

Chris Duffy 
Broker Associate

828-526-6763

125 South 4th Street, Highlands • (828) 526-8118 
www.WhiteOakRG.com

Christal Green 
Broker Assoc./Office Admin.

828-200-9699

Tom Bean
Broker Associate

828-526-6383

474 Main Street
828.526.3807 | wolfgangs.net

Serving 6 days a week
(Closed Tuesdays)

Bistro 4p
Dining Room 5:30p

Please call 
for reservations

Reservations: 526-4906

Paoletti Please call for 
updated 

re-opening hours

Open for 
Limited Inside 

Dining
Everyday 

4-8p


