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We know times like these can bring worry and uncertainty. Our team is here to ease your real 
estate worries. Please let us know how we can help. If  you need us to schedule a home check, 

call a repair person, or discuss the current market and your real estate needs,  
we are only a phone call away.  

We have strategies in place to take care of  all your real estate needs during this time.
We ARE here for you at Highlands Sotheby’s International Realty.

Nine-year-old Hudson Tilley messages his great-grandmother through her 
window at the Eckerd Living Center. Visitation at Mission facilities and such 
facilities state-wide is no longer allowed except for labor and delivery and 
pediatrics where only one adult is allowed at a time.

Law Enforcement Reports

It’s not the unseasonably 
warm weather that is prompting 
second-home owners to come 
back to Highlands earlier than 
usual – it’s the COVID-19 situa-
tion back home.

General Managers at area 
country clubs are seeing families 
returning but what they are re-
turning to isn’t business as usual.

“This is technically our off-
• See CLUBS page 11

Country clubs, too, take 
steps against COVID-19 

Second 
visitor tests 
positive for 
COVID-19 
in Macon 
County

On Sunday, March 22, Ma-
con County Public Health was no-
tified that an individual who was 
admitted to Highlands-Cashiers 
Hospital (HCH) tested positive 
for COVID – 19. 

The patient has been trans-
ported to Mission’s main cam-
pus in Asheville. The patient is a 
resident of  Maryland and traveled 
to their secondary residence in 
Jackson County, where they be-
came ill, and then went to HCH’s 
emergency room for care. Jackson 
County Health Department was 
immediately notified of  the posi-
tive results.

The Jackson County Health 
Department is working to identify 

• See SECOND page 13

At an emergency meeting of  
the Town Board Monday, com-
missioners passed a resolution 
effective immediately closing all 
hotels, motels and rentals to the 
public. However, existing, con-

tinuously occupied rentals are ex-
cluded.

The resolution will remain 
in effect until the proclamation is 
modified or rescinded.

Monday’s move was prompt-

ed by advertisements that popped 
up on social media over the week-
end encouraging people to come 
to Highlands to wait out the virus.

“People are coming to High-

Town Board shutters all lodgings

By Brittney Lofthouse
Over the weekend, local 

law enforcement responded to a 
Highlands residence after receiv-
ing reports of  a man trespassing 
while brandishing a firearm. 

The Macon County Sher-
iff ’s Office, along with Highlands 
Police Department responded 
to the call on Moonlight Lane in 
Highlands to find Arthur Potts, 
30, who also reports a Moonlight 
Lane address, carrying a shotgun 
around the neighborhood.

Macon County Sheriff ’s 
Deputy Derrick Stamey respond-
ed to the call, which reported 
Potts was brandishing the fire-
arm and demanding residents to 
remain in their homes. Highlands 
Police Department Master Of-
ficer K. Breedlove and Officer 
E. Sueyklang responded with 
Stamey to further investigate. 

While patrolling the area on 
foot, law enforcement encoun-
tered Potts on the porch of  his 

Potts arrested for impersonating 
a law enforcement officer; 

brandishing a weapon
residence, which he shares with 
his mother in Highlands. Ac-
cording to Deputy Stamey’s 
incident report, he instantly 
recognized Potts, who has an ex-
tensive criminal record in Macon 
County. 

After law enforcement 
identified themselves, Potts, 
raised the shotgun to his waist 
– prompting law enforcement 
to give additional commands to 
drop the weapon. Potts com-
plied and placed the gun in the 
driveway and was then taken into 
custody without further incident. 

While being detained, Potts 
claimed he was working as an 
informant for Homeland Secu-
rity and was working with the 
State Bureau of  Investigations. 
While interviewing neighbors, 
it was reported that Potts had 
gone around the neighborhood 
claiming to be with the SBI while 
brandishing the loaded shotgun. 



•Mayor on Duty•
• The Plateau’s Position •

•Hic’s View•

Highlands Newspaper
www.highlandsinfo.com 
Phone: (828) 200-1371 

Email: 
highlandseditor@aol.com

HighlandsEditor@aol.com 
Publisher/Editor: Kim Lewicki 
Reporters: Brittney Lofthouse 

Brian O’Shea
Digital Media/Circulation - Jim Lewicki 

Locally owned and operated by 
Kim & Jim Lewicki 

Adobe PDF version at 
www.HighlandsInfo.com

265 Oak St.; P.O. Box 2703, 
Highlands, N.C., 28•741 

Al l  R ights  Reser ved . No ar t ic les ,  
photos, illustrations, advertisements or 
design elements may be used without per-
mission from the publisher
. 

Letter Policy:
We reserve the right to reject or edit 
letters-to-the-editor. No anonymous letters 
will be accepted. Views expressed are not 
necessarily those of Highlands Newspaper. 

Page 2 - Highlands Newspaper - Thurs., March 26, 2020 - 828-200-1371

Highlands Mayor
Patrick Taylor

•Weather•

For Real-time Weather and the Extended Forecast, 
go to www.highlandsinfo.com and click on Weather

New & Re-Roofing Applications Including:
Asphalt • Cedar • Metal • Synthetic Materials.

Showroom: 1511 Highlands Rd. • Franklin • O: 828-524-7773 
info@highlandernc.com • www.highlandernc.com

Like every community, High-
lands is under great pressure 
and stress. We are facing un-

certain weeks and months ahead. 
All of  us need to stay calm as pos-
sible and support one another. 

Toward the end of  the week 
I too was being “calmness chal-
lenged.” The incoming informa-
tion, rumors, problems and uncer-
tainty were very frustrating. I have 
always wanted to provide citizens 
with accurate and up to date in-
formation. But, in a state of  emer-
gency that goal is a challenge when 
information and requirements from federal, 
state and county officials are changing as the 
crisis evolves.

Let me cover some things that are in ef-
fect in Highlands in this state of  emergency.

All restaurants and bars are closed to din-
ing inside dining. Some restaurants are provid-
ing takeout service. The town has relaxed the 
temporary sign ordinance, so look for the 
large take out signs for restaurants providing 
this service. I want to encourage residents to 
use the takeout option and support local res-
taurants. Be sure to tip generously. Our service 
workers need our support in this critical time.

The governor’s emergency proclama-

tion has also shutdown nonessen-
tial service businesses where there 
is direct contact with customers. 
These businesses include hair sa-
lons, massage parlors, tattoo shops 
and others.

On Tuesday afternoon I con-
vened an emergency meeting of  
the Town Board. After an hour-
long discussion the board voted to 
extend the existing emergency dec-
laration to include the closing of  all 
hotels and rental facilities until fur-
ther notice. Included in this order 
are all upcoming rentals, including 

VRBO and AirBnB venues. 
Health officials have witnessed some 

short-term rental agents advertising to come 
quarantine in Highlands area during the pan-
demic. Those plans have to be stopped and 
not allowed. The Highlands Plateau is not free 
from the coronavirus, and we certainly do not 
want promotions for people to come quaran-
tine here. If  you observe anyone promoting 
this kind of  plan, please call and report it to the 
Macon County Public Health hotline at (828) 
349-2517 or call me at (828) 506-3138.

The board and I do not want to encour-
age people to come and stay in Highlands dur-
ing the COVID 19 emergency. While it is not 
practical to close off  the town, or the county 
for that matter, along with other municipalities 
and counties we are taking measures to deter 
visitors and tourists. The traveling and unnec-
essary movement of  people is a primary way 
the coronavirus is spread and transmitted.

The town is committed to providing es-
sential services throughout this pandemic. We 
are doing all we can to keep workers healthy 
and on the job. Residents can help in the critical 
area of  garbage collection. Please, put all gar-
bage, especially medical refuge such as tissues, 
in a secure trash bag and place all trash bags in 
a garbage container, preferably a bear-resistant 
toter. Minimizing direct contact with trash 
bags is a way of  protecting sanitation workers. 
The practice of  putting loose bags of  trash in 
a front yard for pickup is a current ordinance 
violation. Under this emergency, the practice is 
strictly prohibited. The bear-resistant toter for 
residential pick-up goes into effect August 1.

Finally, I know many business and resi-
dents are under financial stress and worried 
about paying utility bills. We are following the 
governor and utility commission’s guidelines in 
addressing billing in this state of  emergency. Be 
assured, we will not cut anyone’s power ot wa-
ter off  during this emergency. Town staff  and 
the board are working on a plan to help busi-
nesses manage their accounts during this cri-
sis. Options being considered are delayed pay-

ments, rate adjustments, debt forgiveness and 
generous payback arrangements. The town is 
committed to helping businesses and residents 
recover from this disaster. 

Highlands will recover, and your elect-
ed leaders are committed to supporting and 
building a community that is stronger than 
ever. May God help and protect us all.

More ‘state of emergency’ protocols initiated
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As we con� nue our dedica� on to the health and safety of our guests and team, we have made the decision to close 
all Old Edwards Hospitality Group businesses un� l further no� ce, including hotels, spa, restaurants and retail. 

We hope you are all staying safe with your families, and we look forward to welcoming you back soon.

For updates visit OldEdwardsInn.com or follow us on Facebook and Instagram.

Old Edwards Hospitality Group is Temp� arily Closed 
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Enjoy our 
3 courses for $30 

specials!

Serving Lunch and Dinner Year-Round.
Gourmet Foods, Full Service Bar
Town Square at 343-D Main St. • Highlands

828-526-4035

OPEN for Take-Out 
and Curb-side 

Delivery 
11am until?

CLOSED WednesDAY 
and

Sunday NIGHT

595 Franklin Road, Highlands, NC 
828.526.3554

www.highlandssmokehouse.com
Follow Us on Facebook & Instagram

Peace from the Pit ®

Real pit BBQ!

OPEN
Thurs., Fri., Sat.: 11-8 • Sun., 11-7

•Highlands Area Dining Directory•

Open Wed. - Sat. 
Bistro Opens at 4pm 

Dining Room at 5:30pm 

474 Main street 
828.526.3807 
wolf gangs.net 

828-526-2338

...on the Verandah 
Restaurant

on Lake Sequoyah
www.ontheverandah.com

US 64 west • Highlands
Open

Fri. and Sat.
March 27-28

Take out 
and delivery 
available!

Take-Out and 
Curb-side Delivery
Available 5-7 p.m.

Fridays & Saturdays

Tues. - Sat.
Dinner starts at

5:30 p.m.

Take-out, curb-
side delivery and 

home delivery 

Take-Out, Curb-side Delivery and
ChowNow Online Ordering Available!

Filling Take Out Orders 
Tuesday-Sunday noon to 5p.m.

Open for Take-Out Business
Tues. - Sun. noon to 5 p.m.

Go to website 
for complete menu.

Taking Easter Reservations
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•Letter•

Highlands" Playhouse 
Here at the Playhouse we put the 

health and safety of our community 
first, therefore we closed our doors 

on Tuesday 3/17. 
Check back with us for updates. 

Stay healthy everyone. 

� 

MOUNTAIN FRESH 

$13 
SPA6Hffil AND MEATBAllS 

FETTUCCINE AlfR£DO 
FETTUCONE BOLOGNESE 
SAUSAGE AND PEPPERS 

SPINACH ROLL 
PEPPERONJ ROU 

ro HOOS OR �� 

CREATE YOUR OWN STROMBOLI 
IJ' TO J � 

NEW PIZZERIA OFFERINGS 
PflO#.a'/(00 ,'G FOR ��'

SAYE TIHE • order onlne at www.MF6RO.com 

Dear Editor,
I have read all your articles concerning the ter-

rible services provided by HCA. Their quest seems to 
be money and not the citizens of  Western Carolina. But 
there is one important problem that is affecting those of  
us who live on social security. I will use my situation as 
an example. 

I moved to Franklin, NC about six months ago 
from Cabo San Lucas and brought three months of  
blood pressure medicine with me. As I started to get low 
on medicine, I went to Mission Health Center to get a 
refill. I saw the doctor she checked my pulse and blood 
pressure and wrote me a prescription. She did change 
one to something she said was better and said she could 
only give me a single refill. She asked me to come back in 
a week to take my blood pressure, I paid my $134 for the 

5-minute visit and left.
During that week, I had a bad reaction to the new 

medicine. So, I quit taking it and went back. When I got 
to my appointment, they told me my doctor had quit. But 
gave me a prescription for my old medicine and told me to 
make another appointment with a new doctor to get back 
on track. Which I did. 

The new doctor prescribed a new medicine and gave 
me a 30-day prescription and said to come back in a week 
to see how it worked. Another three minutes. I paid $138 
and left. 

I went back; everything was great. She said to call in 
for a refill when I ran out. The good thing is the medicine 
is only $18 dollars for both. 

When I started to get low on medicine, I called back. 
They said Doctor Crystal had quit, So I asked for the two 

nurses who worked with me over the two months and I 
was told one had quit but the other one was with a patient 
and she would call me back. 

A half-hour later the hospital called and said they for-
got that Beverly my nurse had quit, too, 10 days ago. But 
if  I paid $180, Dr Hunley would call the pharmacy for my 
refill. I told them my Doctor Crystal told me she would 
call in my refill for free. 

This time they said, “every time there is a new doc-
tor you must pay $180.” I have had three doctors in three 
months and the cost for an $18 prescription is costing me 
$200 a month and I have a 6-year-old to care for and a 
wife who can’t work and I only get $825 per month social 
security. 

I asked why the doctors quit after 2 or 3 weeks. Tracy 
from the hospital said they quit because they dislike Frank-
lin so much, they just walk out. She also said they have the 
right to change my doctor every month and make me pay 
$180 because they are a for-profit business and if  I don’t 
like it, don’t come to Mission Health and that there is a 
lot of  other people who are paying without complaining. 

This is a scam by HCA and it should be illegal that 
I have to pay $180 every month for them to call in a $18 
prescription. I told Tracy I need this medicine to stay alive 
she said “not her problem.” This should be illegal.

James Kearns
Franklin

Something is very wrong with the HCA scenario

Check out the menu at
www.randevunc.com

828-743-0190

TO-GO MENU
Available 

Monday-Friday
10a to 2p
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Wilbanks Smile Center

706-886-9439 • 800-884-9439
278 East Doyle St. • Toccoa, GA

COMPLETE DENTAL CARE UNDER ONE ROOF

You are only 50 miles away from 40 years experience in 
top-notch, high-tech, one-stop dentistry known for its gentle touch. 

www.WilbanksSmileCenter.com

• Dental Implants • Root Canal Therapy
• SINGLE VISIT CROWNS! 

• Orthodontics including Invisalign  
• Wisdom Teeth Extractions 

and of course ...
• Fillings and Cleanings

(IV Sedation, too)

...SHUTTERS continued from page 1
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• See SHUTTERS page 8

lands to get away from virus hot 
spots and we have to be careful 
about transmission and that’s 
what the availability of  rentals 
do,” said Commissioner Amy 
Patterson.

Over the last few weeks, 
states of  emergency have been 
enacted by the President of  the 
United States, the Governor 
of  North Carolina, the Macon 
County Board of  Commission-
ers and the town to combat the 
effects of  COVID-19 by imple-
menting direct restrictions and 
prohibitions.

According to Town Attor-
ney JK Coward, basically under 
emergency powers the town has 
totalitarian powers so if  someone 
has contracted with a Realtor for 
a vacation rental or with VRBO 

or AirBnB the town isn’t liable.
“It’s amazing how much pow-

er you are granted as a town under 
the emergency management act of  
NC, so whether you are breaking 
somebody’s contract is totally ir-
relevant and there is a statute that 
says you aren’t liable for what you 
are doing at all under the circum-
stances,” he said.

Commissioner John Dotson 
discussed taking measures a step 
further to protect Highlands like in 
Graham and Dare counties where 
inroads have been closed to all but 
residents.

But Police Chief  Bill Harrell 
said he didn’t have the manpower 
for that. 

Mayor Pat Taylor said the 
county had even considered that 
but decided against it due to lo-
gistics. Attorney Coward said the 
governor has been talking openly 
about closing borders, but that 
hasn’t been mandated at this point.

MC Commission Chairman 
Jim Tate said the county had a 
meeting Monday to discuss poten-
tial additional restrictions like Gra-

ham, Dare, Jackson counties and 
the Eastern Band of  Cherokee 
Indians, beyond its original state 
of  emergency declaration, but no 
action has been taken yet.

“I do not foresee Macon 
County closing its borders com-
pletely unless the state declares us 
to do so; however, I can say that 
I do expect Macon County to en-
act some additional restrictions 
regarding how we handle visitors 
and second-home owners in the 
very near future,” he said.

Also on Monday, effective 
Wednesday, March 25, Gover-
nor Cooper amended his original 
state of  emergency edict by clos-
ing public schools through May 15 
rather than just March 30; limiting 
groups of  people to 50 from the 
previous 100 to further promote 
social distancing, and closing spe-
cific businesses that require close 
social interaction.

Affected businesses are bin-
go parlors, including bingo sites 
operated by charitable organiza-
tions, bowling alleys, indoor exer-
cise facilities (e.g. gyms, yoga stu-
dios, martial arts facilities, indoor 
trampoline and rock-climbing 
facilities), health clubs, indoor 

pools, live performance venues, 
movie theaters, skating rinks, spas, 
sweepstakes lounges, video game 
arcades, barber shops, beauty sa-
lons (including waxing and hair 
removal centers), hair salons, nail 
salons/manicure/pedicure pro-
viders, massage parlors and tattoo 
parlors.

Restaurants were already 
closed to all but take-out and curb-
side pick-up.

Mayor Taylor said General 
Manager Terry Watson at Bryson’s 
told him that even though the 
quantities of  certain items like 
bread and eggs aren’t as much as 
before, they are getting deliver-
ies. He also said some producers 
have stopped making less of  some 
items so they can produce more 
items in high demand.

The May 15 school closure 
date is based on current guidance 
from the Centers for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention. Governor 
Cooper has asked the State Board 
to collaborate with the Depart-
ment of  Public Instruction and 
legislators to develop a plan to en-
sure access to a quality education 
for students through the remain-
der of  the school year; and pro-
vide students with remote learning 
while school buildings are closed.

Meanwhile, Commissioner 
Patterson voiced concerns about 
the future of  Highlands’ busi-
nesses.

“We have to consider the 
economic impact on businesses 
and their ability to retain employ-
ees. If  the Federal government 
gets its act together and extends 
unemployment and it’s not 50%, 
that will be good, but when ev-
erything opens back up – when-
ever it is – we still need to have 
an economy here,” she said. “We 
need to figure out what that’s 
going to look like and how we 
can keep businesses going in the 
meantime.”

She said she would like to 
encourage all businesses on Main 
Street not to be open.

“I think we should consider 
deferring all their utilities includ-
ing sanitation and electric and 
water and everything else, so they 
don’t have to be open because 
they ‘have bills.’ They won’t have 
bills. We need to figure out how 
we can support the businesses so 
when we are through with this 
pandemic we actually have an 
economy and the situation hasn’t 
bankrupted everybody.”

She said it’s not a “give them 
money to stimulate the economy” 
it’s to make sure Highlands’ econ-
omy is viable.

Director of  the Highlands 
Chamber of  Commerce Kay 
MaHan said she is getting noti-
fications daily that businesses are 
closing until further notice. She 
said some of  the larger stores 
can afford to do this and they are 
doing it because they value hu-
man life more than they value the 
profit. 

“But some employees are 
still going in at some stores and 
working with stock, and doing 
computer work, but some owners 
are suggesting they will end up 
closing their doors. So, anything 
that can be done to help them out 
would be great,” she said.

MaHan said the chamber is 
working on a grant program to 
help the ones that reopen with 
marketing to get people back to 
Highlands and keep everyone out 
of  the hole. 

“They know it’s important 
to close now, so they can reopen 
as fast as possible,” she said. “But 
anything the town can do would 
be great.”

As we are currently closed 
to protect your health and 

reduce the risk of 
exposure to COVID-19, 

we are encouraging you to 
contact us via email.

For medical questions: 
drbuchanan@plasticsur-

gerytoday.com 

For other questions: 
lgirard@plasticsurgeryto-

day.com 

To place an order for prod-
uct:

plsurgtoday@aol.com 

Stay safe and we hope to 
see you again 

Robert Buchanan
Center for Plastic Surgery

plasticsurgn@aol.com



526-5999
Located at 680 N. 4th. St., Highlands

Carrying a wide variety of  
natural products for your  

Mind, Body & Home.
Open Mon.-Sat. 9a to 5:30p

Organic Fresh Juices & Smoothies  
and Salads “On the Go!”
Open Mon.-Sat. 9a to 5p

It’s important to ADVERTISE!
“The days of hoping someone 

wanders in are over.”
– Richard Delany, OEI, CEO

Call Highlands Newspaper 
at 828-200-1371 or email
highlandseditor@aol.com
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•Word Matter•

Bud Katz

While we are closed until further notice, 
please visit all the amazing restaurants now

 offering takeout and delivery. 
Check out TheLaurelMagazine.com for a full list. 

Be sure to keep tipping 20% even on takeout.

@Four65Bistro
Follow us on Facebook and Instagram for updates. 

Keep Calm and Practice Kindness

One of  the most difficult exer-
cises we face during the ongoing 
Coronavirus pandemic and its 

broad effects on American life is manag-
ing to keep focus. 

We, as has been said by much greater 
minds than mine, are in rough, unchart-
ed waters. There’s a lot happening, all at 
once, everywhere.

I’m going to trust that we all under-
stand the broad strokes involving the na-
ture and scope of  this catastrophic event. 
This missive is presented to hopefully ex-
plain, to those who need or want it, why 
keeping calm and being kind are incred-
ibly important, both right now and until 
we can all resume whatever passes for 
normal life in the future.

There’s an old bromide about walk-
ing and chewing gum at the same time. In 
the digital age, that became multi-tasking. 
In WWII, it involved fighting a war on 
two fronts.

President Trump declared himself  a 
wartime president last week. He’s abso-
lutely right. 

What’s happening right now is a war 
being fought on the public health front 
and on our nation’s economic front. One, 
the public’s health, appears to be a higher 
priority, but I believe attention to both 
is absolutely imperative, and those who 
choose to make the current national con-
versation political in nature are wrong and 
are not contributing to identifying and 
implementing real, workable solutions.

Look, I’m not naïve; this is a national, 
state, and local election year and whatever 
outcomes flow from actions taken on the 
part of  all levels of  government will play 
into the campaign activities of  both par-
ties and all candidates. 

Let’s throw those stones at a later 
date. 

Right now, countless millions of  
Americans are out of  work due to the 
rapid spread of  the virus. Many, perhaps 
a majority of  these folks are already strad-
dling the economic survival line. Addi-
tionally, an entire segment of  the popu-
lation, our nation’s elderly, meaning those 
over sixty years of  age, are in a singular 
category of  vulnerability, which expands 
exponentially when underlying health 
concerns, such as lung and heart diseases, 
diabetes, and generally weakened immune 

systems as the result of  unrelated medical 
issues are factored in.

Our nation’s healthcare system is be-
ing tested as never before. Both human and 
equipment resources are under levels of  
stress unimaginable to the rest of  us.

A word about the rest of  us.
Here’s the bottom line: a large number 

of  Americans are going to contract Cov-
id-19, the disease brought on by exposure 
to Coronavirus. A significant number of  
those who contract the disease will experi-
ence little to nothing in the way of  symp-
toms or lasting effects. A relatively small 
number of  those exposed will require hos-
pitalization. 

This is where things get difficult. 
Some will achieve symptomatic relief  rel-
atively quickly, and will be sent home, to 
hydrate, to rest, and to get through the dis-
ease. Others will require use of  a ventilator. 
With those placed on ventilators, the risk 
of  death is approximately 50%. 

In short, before all is said and done a 
lot of  people will get the disease, while a 
relative few will die as a result.

As we’ve been told over and over 
again, not getting the disease in the first 
place is the best possible outcome. Wash 
your hands. Don’t touch your face, espe-
cially, your eyes, nose and mouth. And, 
here’s where the rubber meets the road, 
to the extent possible, avoid close contact 
with others.

We’ve already seen the stock market 
plunge by over 30%. Smaller and mid-sized 
retail businesses are closing down and 
many are going out of  business. Tens of  
millions are unemployed. All of  the gains 
our nation experienced since the beginning 

of  the 2008 economic slowdown are gone. 
All of  them. Gone. That’s the bad news.

We all, repeat, all should be encouraged 
by knowledge borne of  experience that our 
nation can and will survive the long-range 
economic impact associated with the steps 
being taken in the short-term to limit expo-
sure to the virus. 

The calculus is simple. The economy 
WILL rebound when we’ve overcome the 
spread of  the virus.

Congress and the Trump administra-
tion are, I believe with all my heart, doing 
their best to do the right things in the right 
order to get our nation firmly on the road to 
recovery. If  they, and we, can keep political 
divisiveness OUT of  the equation for now; 
if  the, and we can remain calm and practice 
kindness, in general and to each other, our 
nation’s health will improve and our econo-
my will come roaring back. 

That’s a promise. 
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... SHUTTERS continued from page 6
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Take advantage of all of our shopping options to stock up 
on your favorite spices, teas, and seasonings! 

SHOP 
LOCAL 

We're OPEN for business and 
ready for the weeks ahead, 
taking all necessary health 
measures to ensure a safe 

shopping environment. 

MEET US 
CURBSIDE 

Place a phone order with us at 
828-482-1609

prepay, and schedule a pick up 
to get home and cooking in 

no time! We'll have your 
package ready to meet you at 

the curb. 

FREE LOCAL SHIPPING 
For a limited time, enjoy free shipping and delivery on 

all phone orders/ orders over $25 
from The Spice & Tea Exchange® of Highlands! 

HOURS OF OPERATION: 
Sunday: 12pm-Spm I Monday-Tuesday: 11am-Spm I 
Wednesday: CLOSED I Thursday: 11 am-Spm I Friday: 

11am-5:30pm I Saturday: 10:30am-5:30pm 

The Spice & Tea Exchange® of Highlands 
330 Main St. I Highlands, NC 28741 

828-482-1609 I highlands@spiceandtea.com

Designer 4 bedroom, 5 bath home with a golf course view. 
Offered for $1,695,000 Contact Andrea Gabbard 828-200-6742

 Andrea Gabbard
c 828.200.6742  o 828.526.8300  
AndreaGabbard@gmail.com

Highlands CC

Andrea is  top 12% 
Real Estate Brokers in 2019. 

Highlands Sotheby’s International Realty is 
the top selling firm in Highlands  

since 2013  as per HCMLS Navica.   

Mayor Taylor said there are two stages 
to dealing with COVID-19.

“Right now, we are in the protection 
and prevention mode, but we will need to 
move forward for recovery at some point,” 
he said.

Though the board didn’t move on the 
economic package discussed, Town Man-
ager Josh Ward did suggest the town mimic 
the NC Utilities Commission and suspend 
electric disconnections for non-payment.

“I’ve already gotten a call from a per-
son who was laid off  and won’t be able to 
pay so since it’s a mandate, I think we should 
do what the NC Utilities Commission is do-
ing,” he said.

The board agreed to follow the NC 
Utilities executive order.

“This is along the lines of  what I was 

talking about,” said Patterson. “We need 
to start thinking about not just containing 
the virus but make sure we have an econ-
omy at the end of  this, so our businesses 
don’t go bankrupt or leave town. They 
have to pay commercial rates for electric-
ity, sanitation, water … those are all much 
higher than residential prices. I don’t want 
to waive everybody, but at least talk about 
what we can do if  we mandate all the busi-
nesses shut down, then maybe we waive 
their utilities.” 

Commissioners agreed this was on 
their radar and they would work on it.

She said this may be a long haul and 
she doesn’t want Highlands to wake up 
with COVID-19 and Highlands businesses 
both gone.

– Kim Lewicki

At one point, Potts was seen racking the 
shotgun while stepping onto the porch of  
one of  the neighbors. 

Potts was arrested and charged with 
impersonating a law enforcement officer, 
assault with a deadly weapon, and going 
armed to the terror of  the people. He was 
booked into the Macon County Detention 
Center on a $5,000 bond. 

Potts currently has 13 cases pending in 
Macon County criminal court, with the old-
est case dating back to 2016 when he was 
arrested for Felony Larceny from a con-
struction site and other charges. Potts also 
has pending charges from arrests made in 
2017, 2018, and 2019. Charges range from 
misdemeanor drug paraphernalia to Felony 
drug trafficking. Potts was named as one 
of  three leaders in the 2018 “Operation 
JAWbreaker” arrests that led to more than 
20 people being arrested for a large scale 
criminal enterprise. 

During the gathering of  intelligence 
for Operation JAWbreaker, investigators 
discovered that drug purchases and trans-
actions were arranged by James Steele, 
Arthur Potts, or Wade Ennis and that the 
three men made additional arrangements 
for those drugs to be transported back to 
this area for distribution. During the op-
eration, investigators were able to identify 
the three suppliers of  heroin and meth in 
the Atlanta area. In collaboration with lo-
cal, state and federal partners, investiga-
tors and law enforcement were able to 
intercept various shipments of  heroin 
and meth during traffic stops as they were 
headed back to Macon County.

At the time of  Potts’ arrest over the 
weekend, he was out on bail not only for 
the 2018 JAWbreaker arrest, but for a host 
of  other charges he continues to rack up 
while awaiting trial in Macon County. 

... LAW continued from page 1

• See LAW page 11
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• See INVESTING page 13

SUMMER&. CLASSICS

Outdoor Furniture for your Porch & Patio 

�SUMMER 
HOUSE 

SUMMER�- CLASSICS 
Outdoor Furniture 

SPECIAL SALE 

30!� 40!� 
STOCK ITEMS SPECIAL ORDERS 

NOW THROUGH MARCH 29™

White Glove Delivery Throughout The Southeast & Beyond 
MONDAY - SATURDAY 9 AM - 5 PM 2.089 Dillard Road, Highlands I 2. miles from Main Street I 82.8•52.6•5577 I www.summerhousehighlands.com 

COVID19 and Real Estate

Well, what else is there to talk 
about? Plenty, but more on that 
later.

First of  all, a retraction of  sorts. I 
was quoted in last week’s issue of  this fine 
paper as saying “We welcome all renters,” 
and while that statement is correct, and 
remains true, the current conditions of  
the Coronavirus have changed the mean-
ing somewhat of  the statement I made 
on March 14th. 

Traditionally, our ‘season’ starts in 
June and goes through October, and then 
there’s a little lull, and ramps up again 
like July-the-fourth for Thanksgiving and 
Christmas/ New Years. That being said, 
we have weekend rentals all year long, 
and sometimes weekly and monthly rent-
als through the winter, but especially in 
April and May. Some of  those renters are 
escaping city life, (a term with a different 
meaning this year) for a mountain retreat. 
Some of  them are renting two weeks up 
to two months to wet their feet in the 

Highlands Community. They 
know what it’s like in the summer, 
but they want to get a true feeling 
of  what a second home would be 
like for them. 

In my experience, there are 
very few impulse buyers. You 
know, the ones that discover 
Highlands for the first time, start 
to look for property that day, or 
even make an offer the very first 
day they visit! It’s as if  they’ve been bitten 
by the Highlands love bug, now that’s a 
good bug to have. It doesn’t happen very 
much, but it does happen. I doubt if  it hap-
pens this April or May, but who knows? 
Could fear cause people to buy, sight un-
seen? Yes, that could happen. People have 
bought sight unseen before, and I can see 
that as a big possibility this year.

At Chambers Realty & Vacation Rent-
als, we took a preemptive strike and prohib-
ited all short-term rentals through the end 
of  April. Yes, we have renters that aren’t 

very happy, but they understand. 
All of  the rental owners we’ve 
talked with have been very sup-
portive and back our decision. 
Will the self-ban be extended? 
We hope not, but if  it’s needed, 
we will extend the prohibition 
of  rentals. It is our commit-
ment, and very important to us 
that our community stay strong 
and healthy. A quote from our 

website blog, “We simply cannot ask our 
community to bear unnecessary problems 
by being inundated with guests, now just 
isn’t the time.” Any reservation having to 
cancel because of  the COVID19 will get a 
full refund.

 Things like the Food & Wine Festival, 
the June and August Arts & Craft shows, 
Highlands Playhouse, PAC, and The Bas-
com events, all those kinds of  things help 
move the weekend traffic to our town, and 
of  course, once they’re here, they get to en-
joy all the wonderful restaurants and shops, 

and the original reason people flocked to 
the area-nature.

Friends of  Highlands, and property 
owners, this too shall pass. We are not 
alone in this, and we’ll be talking about it 
for years to come. You know, when you’re 
driving down the road and you hit an un-
expected bump, a big one? The kind of  
bump that makes your jaws rattle a little, 
and you may even raise up out of  your 
seat? It’s a very jarring experience isn’t it? 
Most of  the time, about a mile down the 
road, you’ve gotten over the sting of  the 
bump and you keep going. Sometimes, 
those bumps cause reactions like acci-
dents, or a flat tire, and those can prove 
costly. This time in our lives is a BIG 
bump. It’s time to just keep on keeping 
on- but this time, we’re keeping on from 
the safety of  our own homes, our asylum. 

Want something to do? If  you don’t 
have a home in Highlands, but love to vis-
it, get out your calendars and plan a trip 

•Investing at 4,118 ft.•
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•Spiritually Speaking • Proverbs 3:5 • Places to Worship •
BLUE VALLEY BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Oliver Rice, Pastor (706) 782-3965

Sundays: School:10 a.m., Worship:11 
Sunday night services every 2nd & 4th Sunday at 7 

Wednesdays: Mid-week prayer meeting:7 p.m.
BUCK CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH

828-269-3546 • Rev. Jamie Passmore, Pastor
Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11 

CASHIERS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Rev. Wes Sharpe, Pastor 828-743-5298
Sundays: School at 9:30 Worship 10:30

Wednesday night Dinner and Service 5:30 
CHAPEL OF THE SKY

Sky Valley, GA • 706-746-2999 
Sundays: 10 a.m.:Worship 

Holy Communion 1st & 3rd Sundays 
CHRIST ANGLICAN CHURCH 

Rector: Jim Murphy, 252-671-4011 
464 US Hwy 64 east, Cashiers 

9:30a Sunday School; 10:30a Worship Service; Mon. 6p Bible 
Study & Supper in homes

CHRIST CHURCH OF THE VALLEY, CASHIERS
Pastor Brent Metcalf • 743-5470

Sun.10:45am, S.S 9:30am. Wed. 6pm supper and teaching.
Tues. Guys study 8am, Gals 10am.

CLEAR CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Jim Kinard

Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11a.m. 
1st & 3rd Sunday night Service: 7.p.m.

Wednesdays –Supper at 6 p.m. 
COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH
www.cbchighlands.com • 526-4685
3645 Cashiers Rd, Highlands, NC 

Sr. Pastor Gary Hewins  
Sun.: 9:30am: Sunday School10:30am: Middle & High School; 

10:45am: Child. Program,10: 45am: Worship
Wed.: 5pm Dinner ($7 adult, $2 child), 6pm CBC U.

COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH OF SKY VALLEY
706.746.3144• 696 Sky Valley Way #447, 

Pastor Gary Hewins
Worship: Sun. 9 a.m., with Holy Communion the 1st & 3rd 
Sun.; Tues: Community Supper 5:30 followed by Bible Study. 
EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF THE INCARNATION

Rev. W. Bentley Manning • 526-2968
Monday-Friday: Morning Prayer at 8:15a. Sundays: 8 am 

Holy Eucharist Rite I; 9 am Sunday School; 10:30 am Holy 
Eucharist Rite II. Childcare available at 10:30

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH HIGHLANDS
828-526-4153 • www.fbchighlands.org

Dr. Mark Ford, Pastor• 220 Main Street, Highlands 
Sun.:Worship 10:45 am; Sun.: Bible Study 9:30 am

Wed.: Men’s Bible Study 8:30 am; Choir 5p; Prayer Mtg 6:15p 
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Curtis Fussell & Emily Wilmarth, pastors 

526-3175 • fpchighlands.org
Sun.: Worship 8:30a Adult Ed.: 9:30a.m.; Worship 11 a.m.

Mondays: Men’s Prayer Group & Breakfast 8 a.m. 
Wed: Choir:6p

GOLDMINE BAPTIST CHURCH
(Off Franklin/Highlands Rd) 

Sunday School:10 am, Worship Service:11 am
GRACE COMMUNITY CHURCH OF CASHIERS

Non-Denominational-Contemporary Worship
242 Hwy 107N, 1/4 miles from Crossroads in Cashiers

www.gracecashiers.com • Pastor Steve Doerter: 743-9814
Services: Sundays 10am - Wed. - 7pm; Dinner - Wed. 6pm 

HAMBURG BAPTIST CHURCH
Hwy 107N. • Glenville, NC • 743-2729 • Nathan Johnson
Sunday: School 9:45a, Worship 11a & 7p, Bible Study 6p

Wed. Kidsquest 6p.; Worship 7p.
HIGHLANDS ASSEMBLY OF GOD

Randy Reed, Pastor 828-421-9172 • 165 S. Sixth Street  
Sundays: Worship:11 

HIGHLANDS CENTRAL BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Dan Robinson

670 N. 4th Street (next to the Highlands Civic Center)
Sun.: Morning Worship 10:45a., Evening Worship, 6p. 

Wednesday: Prayer Service, 6:30 p.
HIGHLANDS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

Pastor Randy Lucas 526-3376
Sun: School 9:45a.; Worship 9:09,10:50.; Youth 5:30 p.

Wed: Supper: 5:15; youth, & adults activities: 6; Handbell 
rehearsal, 6:15; Choir Rehearsal 7. (nursery provided ); 7pm 

Intercessory Prayer Ministry 
HOLY FAMILY LUTHERAN CHURCH: ELCA

Chaplain Margaret Howell • 2152 Dillard Road • 526-9741
Sun: School and Adult discussion group 9:30 a.m.;  

Worship/Communion:10:30; Early-Bird Christmas Eve service of 
Lessons and Carols, Sunday, Dec. 22, 10:30 am. 

All are welcome.
HEALING SERVICE on the 5th Sunday of the month.

MACEDONIA BAPTIST CHURCH
8 miles south of Highlands on N.C. 28 S in Satolah

Pastor Zane Talley
Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11, Choir:6 p.m.

Wed: Bible Study and Youth Mtg.:7 p.m.
MOUNTAIN SYNAGOGUE

at St. Cyprian’s Episcopal Church, Franklin • 828-524-9463
MOUNTAIN BIBLE CHURCH 

743-2583 • Independent Bible Church 
Sun:10:30 a.m. at Big Ridge Baptist Church,  

4224 Big Ridge Road (4.5 miles from NC 107) 
Weds: Bible Study 6:30 p.m.; Youth Group 6 p.m. 

OUR LADY OF THE MOUNTAINS  
CATHOLIC CHURCH

Rev. Fr. Jason K. Barone – 526-2418
Mass: Thurs. 12:10; Fri. 9am; Sun: 11 a.m.

SCALY MOUNTAIN BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Marty Kilby

Sundays: School –10 a.m.; Worship –11 a.m. & 7 
Wednesdays: Prayer Mtg.:7 p.m.

SCALY MOUNTAIN CHURCH OF GOD
290 Buck Knob Road; Pastor Donald G. Bates • 526-3212
Sun.: School:10 a.m.; Worship:10:45 a.m.; Worship: 6 p.m.

SHORTOFF BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Rev. Andy Cloer 

Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11 a.m. 
Wednesdays: Prayer & Bible Study:6 p.m. 
ST. JUDE’S CATHOLIC CHURCH
Mass: Thurs. 9am, Fri., 11am; Sun. 9am 

THE CHURCH OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD
1448 Highway 107 S., Office: 743-2359 • Rev. Rob Wood
June-Sept: Sunday Services: Rite I, 8a, Rite II, 9:15 & 11a

Nursery available for Rite II services
Sept 6-Oct 25-Informal Evening Eucharist-5:30 p.m. 

Thursday: Noon Healing Service with Eucharist.
UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST FELLOWSHIP 

85 Sierra Drive, Franklin • uufranklin.org  
Sunday Worship - 11 a.m. 

WHITESIDE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Rev. Sam Forrester/Cashiers

Sunday School:10 am, Worship Service:11 am

John 3:16

• See SPIRIAUALLY SPEAKING page 19

Looking for a church home? 
Wayfarers Unity Chapel is a non denominational, 
inclusive church located at 182 Wayfarer Lane, off 

Highway 246 in Dillard, GA, just 1.7 miles from 
Highway 441 

Social time begins at 9:30 and services 
begin at 10 a.m. on Sundays

Visit our website www.wayfarersunity.org 
for more information, or call 706-746-3303

Jesus 
Hated 

His 
Quarantine!

During prayer this past week, early in the midst 
of  our collective Corona-virus lockdown, I was 
brought to tears as God took me in the Spirit 

through the whole of  Lent and right to the cross—with 
Jesus hanging upon it. In a sense, it was as if  the Lord had 
said, “Do not pass go, do not collect $200., go straight to 
the cross, spend time there.” 

So to Calvary I went. It was to the very moment 
on the first Good Friday when Jesus uttered the phrase, 
“Eloi, Eloi, lema sabachthani?”, which itself  is a quote 
from Psalm 22 meaning, “My God, My God, why have 
you forsaken me?” (Mark 15:34) Why would God lead me 
to the cross? Why to that very moment in time? Why did 
the tears flow? First, you must know that one of  my oft 
repeated prayers is “show me your heart in this matter, 
O God,” whatever “this matter” may happen to be at the 
time. Understanding that, perhaps you can discern that in 
my prayer Jesus was revealing his heart in connection to 
all of  the fallout surrounding this Covid-19 mess. 

From the cross, at that moment in history Jesus was 
experiencing the excruciating pain, the sheer horror of  
being separated, of  being quarantined from his Father, 
from the pure holiness that he once enjoyed. It tore him 
apart—literally, spiritually, mentally, physically, and emo-
tionally—He hated it. Jesus hated his quarantine! Our 
Savior was undergoing a gut-wrenching pain like no other 
at being unable to be with his Daddy, his Abba. Why was 
he in agony and unable to be with the Father? Because he 
had all of  our disgusting, viral-sin on his shoulders. He 
was infected unto death. A disease as such was not (will 
never be) allowed into heaven. It would spoil the holiness, 
the health, the perfection. The Son of  God underwent 
the most painful period of  sequester or quarantine that 
he or any of  us ever could experience here on earth so 
that that detestable virus wouldn’t make it past the angel 
guards into heaven.
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(Between N. 4th & N. 5th)
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Open Everyday!

COREY JAMES GALLERY
& Estate Consignments

(828) 526-4818
On the corner of 3rd & Spring

Highlands Police entries from 
March 5. Only the names of persons ar-
rested, issued a Class-3 misdemeanor 
or public officials have been used.

March 5
• At 8:54 a.m., officers took a report 

about a stolen vehicle from a residence on 
Sherwood Forest Road.

March 12
• At 8:56 a.m., officers responded to 

a one-vehicle accident on NC 106 when a 
piece of wood fell out of a truck and hit the 
vehicle.

• At 10:44 a.m., officers responded to a 
one-vehicle accident on Bowery Road.

The Highlands Fire & Rescue log 
from March 6

March 18

• At 11:17 p.m., the dept. responded to 
a motor vehicle accident Road.

March 19
• At 3:08 p.m., the dept. responded to 

a motor vehicle accident on the Cashiers 
Road.

March 20
• At 3:12 a.m., the dept. responded to 

a potential structure fire on Flat Mountain 
Estates.

March 21
• At 6:32 p.m., the dept. responded to a 

call of a possible gas leak at a residence on 
Gibson Street.

March 22
• At 8:17 p.m., the dept. responded to a 

fire alarm at a residence on Shortoff Road.

Our human familiarity with the cur-
rent type of  virus and quarantine program 
began back in the beginning of  time. In 
Genesis, soon after Creation in the Gar-
den of  Eden we sinned, ala Adam and 
Eve. Sin became and remains the quint-
essential virus of  mankind. Among other 
things, one of  the repercussions of  the 
sin-virus that would come to infect every-
one, included our separation from God’s 
nearer, constant presence. In short, we 
were kicked out of  the Garden, we were 
quarantined from the heavenly Father and 
guards were placed at the entrance to keep 
us (sinful virus carriers that we are) away. 

Alas, that set-up rubbed God the 
wrong way when he took the time to con-
sider it. After all, he had created humanity 
because he wanted to have fellowship with 
us. He wanted to share his glorious cre-
ation with you and me and, hold on to your 
hats, He actually loved us, go figure! El 
Shaddai (God Almighty) did not like that 
separation one bit so He put into action 
his virus preparedness plan – Jesus Christ. 
His Son would be the One, the only One 
who could and would break down the di-
viding wall of  separation (Ephesians 2:14) 
which was represented by the angelic be-

ings guarding the east end of  Eden. 
As God’s Son, Jesus would naturally 

be averse to being quarantined. It’s in his 
blood, so to speak. That is why God would 
lead any of  us to the cross to remind us of  
the Lord’s agony and to the pain of  separa-
tion from the Father. But then so are we 
naturally averse to isolation. We are, after 
all, created in God’s image (see Genesis 
chapter 1). It is therefore “in our blood” 
for us to enjoy fellowship with God, fam-
ily, and others because we’re made for it, 
we’re made for relationships. This quaran-
tine business is unnatural, it feels neither 
good nor right to be separated one from 
another. Why else would we use “solitary 
confinement” or “time-out” as a form of  
punishment to be avoided?

If  you find this quarantine business 
to be uncomfortable, if  separation or iso-
lation brings pain or depression, then you 
are following in the hallowed footsteps of  
Jesus Christ. He has been there. And, he 
has provided the cure for the sin-virus in 
his blood. The divine-human quarantine 
is ended with the redemption of  Messiah 
Jesus. Then too, as God, He alone can end 
the Covid-19 quarantine mess. Let’s pray.

...SPIRITUALLY SPEAKING from page 10

season, but we are still following all the 
protocols outlined by the mayor, the 
county and the state,” said Highlands Falls 
Country Club General Manager Jason Ma-
caulay. “Our fitness club is closed as are 
our food service options.”

Macaulay said staff  have been al-
lowed to work from home if  they are 
more comfortable and the club is working 
with a skeleton crew.

The clubhouse is currently under 
construction with work on target and it’s 
expected to be ready late in May which is 
when the club technically opens anyway. 
But he asked that members who return 
early not to expect business as usual or to 
ask for a tour of  the clubhouse.

He said the country clubs in the area 
are mirroring each other and they have 
sent letters to their members advising 
them of  the situation here in Highlands.

“We are a small town with a small 
grocery store and a small hospital. We 
haven’t encouraged homeowners to come 
back early,” said Macaulay. “We’ve made it 
clear that club services are not available.”

Highlands Country Club General 
Manager Greg Crawford said the weather 
is almost too nice which doesn’t motivate 
some people to follow safe practices.

Though over the last couple of  weeks 
a home at Highlands Country Club pro-
vided safe harbor for a woman who was 
quarantined before and after testing posi-
tive for COVID-19, Crawford said the de-
cision regarding opening club facilities was 
independent of  the person’s quarantine be-
ing lifted. 

“The focus is having safe facilities 
and a safe community for members and 
staff,” he said. “Health authorities, along 
with state and local government leaders, 
will be the club’s informed sources and all 
that information will guide the operational 
activities. Any decision will defer to being 
cautionary but not paranoid,” he said.

Crawford said the community asso-
ciation staff  is working with limited hours 
and on-duty staff  are not able to assist with 
the variety of  requests members are ac-
customed should they return earlier than 
normal.

Richard Delany, president and man-
aging director of  Old Edwards Hospital-
ity Group said most everything associ-
ated with Old Edwards will remain closed 
through March 31 “with all expectations 
that the closing will be extended even fur-
ther,” he said.

– Kim Lewicki

...CLUBS continued from page 1

The Highlands Police Department is 
investigating two separate calls regarding 
the breaking/entering of  three motor vehi-
cles. The vehicles were parked between the 
hours of  2 and 3 a.m. at residences located 
on Cullasaja Drive.

The department has conducted a 
neighborhood canvas of  the area. “We are 
reaching out to other residents requesting 
they check and secure their cars, and we 
are diligently following leads as they are re-
ported to the department,” said Detective 
Andrea Holland.

Two separate events occurred three 

Highlands PD 
investigates 

several B&Es and 
more

...LAW continued from page 8
weeks prior. 

A Dodge pick-up was stolen from a 
residence off  64 east and a car was broken 
into in the Shelby Place subdivision.

“We urge you to lock your cars and 
don’t leave valuables in plain sight. If  pos-
sible, utilize outdoor lighting with motion 
sensor activation,” said Holland. “We are 
asking the public to contact the police de-
partment at 526-9431 if  you have any in-
formation concerning these reports.”

Mashburn, Burns 
sentenced for drug 

trafficking
Highlands PD assist in Mashburn 

and Burns investigation
Last week, U.S. District Judge Mar-

• See LAW page 14
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209 N. 4th Street

(Corner of N. 4th and Oak streets 
upstairs across from Town Hall. 

Phone: 828-526-3241
Fax: 828-482-9019
Email: rachelbkelleyllc@gmail.com

Rachel B. Kelley, PMHNP-BC
ARNP - Board Certified
Psychiatric • Mental Health
Medication Management
Positive Wellness

Whiteside Cove  
Cottages

800-805-3558 • 828-526-2222

5 new log cabins 
nestled in the hemlocks 
on 25 acres at the base 

of Whiteside 
Mountain.

Loma Linda
Farm

Dog Boarding • Day Care
Pastoral Park

in Home and Leash Free
Lodging in the lap of luxury

(828) 421-7922
Highlands NC

lomalindafarm@gmail.com
www.lomalindafarm.com NC License #10978

JUST TALK TO ME 
I am 74. I am Pain-Free. 

Are You? CBD� HEALS 
�-������

VIVA WELLNESS 
526-1566
FAR INFRARED 8AUNA�eAPSULE 
HYDRO MASSAGE 8PA�C,APSULE 
WHOLE BODY 

VIBRATION 
5 Cottage Row • U.S. 64 East 

110 mins./ $25

• Interior & Exterior Painting
• Pressure Washing

• House Maintenance
• Drywall Repair

• Deck Repair
Quality Work • Fully Insured

Lupe Gonzales
avpintura@gmail.com

828-332-1539 or 678-873-2927

Mendoza Tree Expert
Quality Tree Care & Removal •16+ years

828-200-9217
Fully Insured 

estimates@mendozatree.com
www.mendozatree.com

FIREWOOD FOR SALE

We now accept 
al l  credit cards

Bill Barber 
Homes

billbarber22@gmail.com
billbarberhomes.com

(828)
226-9696

We have a special knack for 
keeping your taxes on track

Brophy & Associates
Consulting, LLC

Robbin Brophy
Enrolled Agent
(828) 558-4300

• Tax return preparation for small 
 businesses and individuals
• QuickBooks training and 
 bookkeeping services
• IRS/State representation

367 Dellwood Rd., Bldg. E, Ste. 3
Waynesville, NC 28786

(828) 558-4300 office • (833) 234-4881 fax
brophytax.com

robbin@brophytax.com

Wendolyn Forbes
Financial Advisor

828.258.4477

Merrill Lynch Wealth Management 
One North Pack Square, 2nd Floor 
Asheville, NC 28801

wendolyn.forbes@ml.com

Merrill Lynch, Pierce, Fenner & Smith Incorporated (also referred to as “MLPF&S” or “Merrill”) 
makes available certain investment products sponsored, managed, distributed or provided by 
companies that are affiliates of Bank of America Corporation (“BofA Corp.”). MLPF&S is a registered 
broker-dealer, Member SIPC and a wholly owned subsidiary of BofA Corp.
© 2020 Bank of America Corporation. All rights reserved. ARQ54MR7 | AD-01-20-2353.A | 470944PM-0519 | 01/2020

We’ve Moved!

(828) 482-9374
(772) 532-0706

The Highlands Barbershop 
is now located in a new, 

expanded space 
on Oak Street 

across from the 
K-H Park Plaza.

Open Mon.-Sat.
10a to 5p

Cirino J. Bosco, owner
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chestnut storage

Look for our sign!
10890 Buck Creek Rd. - 1/2 mile off Cashiers Rd near the hospital 

Storage Units Available
Secure 24 Hour Access

Easy In - Easy Out
Great Rates - Great Terms

Call today to find out why we’re
“Highland’s Premier Facility”

828-482-1045

• Residential or  
Commercial 

• Over 40 Years  
Experience 

• Fast and Dependable
• FREE Estimates

• FREE Pick-up and 
Delivery

American 
Upholstery 

Same Phone Numbers:
(864) 638-9661 cell: (864) 710-9106

• Grading
• Excavating
• Driveways
• Build sites

• Hauling
• Septic Systems 

Edwin Wilson
Cell (828) 421-3643 

Office/fax (828) 526-4758
wilsongrading@yahoo.com 

WE HAVE MOVED TO

Sample Books Available

Service
&

Repair

NC
Inspection

Station

Ryan M. Bears
Broker

Pat Allen, Broker in Charge

Cell: 803-271-5426
Office: 828-526-8784

Ryan@patallenrealtygroup.com

MORALESPAINTINGANDSERVICES@GMAIL.COM

706.982.9768
828-226.5347

INTERIOR/EXTERIOR PAINTING • LAWN MAINTENANCE
HOUSE MAINTENANCE • QUALITY WORK

FULLY INSURED

...INVESTING continued from page 9

Billingsley 
Turf Management 
and Landscaping 

For all of your 
turf and landscaping projects, 

Call 828-526-2258

105 Ashley Drive • Walhalla, SC 29691
(Same Owners: Morris & Rachel Bible)

today. The hotels and vacation rental companies will be 
happy to talk with you about travel plans for later on this 
year. Look up the restaurants in Highlands , they’re ‘Mom 
& Pop’ types, not chain restaurants, but all restaurants have 
staff  that are affected by COVID19. Why not buy online 
gift cards to use later? Volunteer at a food bank in your 
area. Take a walk. Foster an animal. Have you seen all of  
the free concerts, educational sites and tours being offered? 
Again, this too shall pass. 

 Oh, and one last thing. If  you have a hankering, and 

the means and would like to buy property in Highlands, 
sight-unseen…have we (speaking for all brokers) got a 
deal for you. I would say, “come on down, the price is 
right,” but for now, let’s forget the coming on down part.

• Jeannie and Tucker Chambers are owners/brokers of  
Chambers Realty & Vacation Rentals at 401 N. Fifth Street, 
Highlands, although these days are probably working from home. 
Highlandsiscalling.com or jeannie@highlandsiscalling.com and 
tucker@highlandsiscalling.com

close contacts. 
The CDC defines close contact as being within ap-

proximately six feet of  a person with an infection with CO-
VID-19 case for a prolonged period of  time of  10 minutes 
or longer. Based on information provided by the individual, 
county health officials will assess risks of  exposure, deter-
mine which if  any additional measures are needed such as 
temperature and symptom checks, quarantine and/or test-
ing. Since cases are reported under the state of  residency, 
this case will be identified as a Maryland case, not a North 
Carolina case. Therefore, this case will not show up on the 
North Carolina maps as a Macon County case.

As of  March 23 at 5 p.m. regarding testing at MC 
Public Health only, 52 tests were collected (22 negative, 0 
positive, 30 pending) This does not include tests by local 
providers and hospitals. 

Note: As of  March 25, there has been one confirmed CO-
VID-19 death in NC; 504 cases; and 10,489 tests.

...SECOND from page 1

COVID-19 Testing Protocol 
Questions and Answers from the 
Macon County Heath Department
If  someone goes to their doctor or the ER presenting symp-

toms what initiates a Covid-19 test?
Though the guidance and response to COVID-19 

evolves on a daily basis as of  March 23, testing guidelines 
are as follows:

If  you develop symptoms of  COVID-19, you should 
call to discuss this with your health care provider and your 
local health department. Testing for COVID-19 can only be 
done in consultation with your health care provider or local 
health department.

Only those who meet the following criteria should ask 
their doctor or local health department about being testing 
for COVID-19 through the NCSLPH:

• Have fever or lower respiratory symptoms (cough, 
shortness of  breath) and close contact with a confirmed 
COVID-19 case within the past 14 days; OR

• Have fever and lower respiratory symptoms (cough, 
shortness of  breath) and a negative flu test

If  a person is tested, who does it; where is it done?
Emergency Rooms, the health department, and some 

primary care offices are able to test patients who meet the 
testing guidelines for COVID-19 in Macon County.

Where is the sample sent for verification?
Either the NC State Laboratory, or a private laboratory 

such as LabCorp.
How long does it take to get the results?
In general, the test results are expected within 48 to 72 

hours. However, with LabCorp experiencing a backlog due 
to the amount of  tests submitted, it could be longer before 
results are available.

Highlands Automotive

2851 Cashiers Road • highlandsautomotive.com
828-787-2360

NC
Inspection

Station

Service
&

Repair
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•Classifieds•
FOR SALE 
E-Z UP 10X10 VENDOR 

TENT with sidewalls & weights. 
Excellent condition. $170. 828-
526-1031 (st, 1/30) 

FIREWOOD FOR SALE. 
Call or text Matt at 706-239-
0880. (st. 9/26)

WANTED 
FULL HOUSE GAL-

LERY in Highlands Plaza is now 
open and accepting CONSIGN-
MENT FURNITURE. Please call 
or text Susan at 828-526-6004. 
(st. 3/19)

COMIC BOOKS – Buy / 
Sell. Call Bob @ 302-530-1109 
(6/4)

TO RENT: MATURE 
PROFESSIONAL WITH 
INDOOR CAT SEEKS REA-
SONABLE 2BR HOME TO 
RENT. Solid references. Call or 
text 828-200-1611 (st. 1/30)

WANTED TO BUY: US 
& Foreign COINS, free apprais-
als, call Dan at 828-421-1616.
(3/26) 

HARLEY DAVIDSON 
MOTORCYCLE MEMORA-
BILIA. Call Sandra La Jeunesse 
at 828-371-2214. 

HELP WANTED
ALLISON DIANE 

CLOTHING at the corner 
of Fourth and Main is looking 
for part time help..Please stop 
by or call at (828)526-5404 (st. 
3/19)

JOIN OUR TEAM!! 

Nectar Juice Bar (located inside 
Whole Life Market) is now hir-
ing! Are you looking for a fun, 
healthy-minded individual look-
ing for full-time, year-round 
work? Experience is not neces-
sary, but kitchen or barista skills 
a plus. Competitive pay! Apply at 
Whole Life Market, 680 N. 4th 
St., Highlands. 

POSITIONS AVAILABLE 
AT CHESTNUT HILL AS-
SISTED LIVING – COUR-
TESY OFFICER 6 pm to Mid-
night, 5 nights a week; Part-Time 
Housekeeper; Chef/Cook. Call 
828-526-8400. (st. 2/13)

F I R S T  B A P T I S T 
CHURCH HIGHLANDS 
needs nursery help on Wednesday 
nights; 1-2 hours; $15 per hour; 
background check and interview 
required; must be at least 16 years 
old. (st. 2/13)

RANDEVU now hiring 
full- & part-time waitstaff. Call 
828-743-0190. (st. 2/27)

EMPLOYMENT OP-
PORTUNITIES AVAILABLE 
AT HIGHLANDS SMOKE-
HOUSE. Hiring all positions. 
Commitment to excellence in 
food quality and guest service. 
We are proud of the products 
and service we provide, we cre-
ate experiences not just sell food. 
Offering defined, sane schedules 
and healthy work environment 
allowing for a balanced life. Very 
cooperative pay. Food service 

experience preferred. Tobacco 
free workplace. Contact us at 
Smokehouserecruiting@gmail.
com (st. 5/2)

SALES ASSOCIATE 
HIGH END RETAIL CLOTH-
ING STORE IN HIGHLANDS 
AND CASHIERS, NC. Full 
time, part time and seasonal. In-
quire to 828-200-0928. (st. 3/38) 

SERVICES 
HIGHLANDS HANDI-

MAN – Can fix anything inside 
or out. Carpentry, Interior and 
exterior painting, pressure wash-
ing, lawn care, hauling. and will 
monitor house during winter. Free 
Estimates. References. Call Tony. 
828-200-5770 or 828-482-0159. 
(st. 3/26) 

GUTTER CLEANING, 
METAL ROOF & FABRI-
CATON roof repairs, chimney 
flashing, debris removal, pressure 
washing. Call 371-1103. (st. 6/27)

H I G H L A N D S - C A -
SHIERS HANDYMAN: Re-
pairs, remodeling, painting, pres-
sure washing, minor plumbing and 
electric, decks and additions. Free 
Estimates. Insured. Call 828-200-
4071. (12/31)

HIGH COUNTRY PHO-
TO/KEVIN VINSON: scanning 
photos, slides & negatives to CD 
or DVD for easier viewing. Video 
transfer to DVD. Everything done 
in house. Leave message at 828-
526-5208. (st. 4/25) 

REAL ESTATE FOR 
SALE

38.92 ACRES IN GATED 
COMMUNITY IN HIGH-
LANDS. Small private develop-
ment with paved streets, com-
munity water, community lake 
and pavilion, underground power 
and street lights. Gentle build-
ing sites with mountain views 
and streams at over 4,100’ in 
elevation. Borders USFS. Offered 
for $599,000 and MLS #88028. 
Call Cathy Garren at Highlands 
Sotheby’s International Realty at 
828-226-5870. (1/2/2020)

ATTENTION BUSI-
NESSOWNERS: Looking for 
employee housing? We’ve got 
several options! Close to town 
and affordable! Call Christal at 
White Oak Realty Group. 828-
200-9699. (st. 9/19)

SIX ACRES ON BUCK 
CREEK ROAD behind High-
lands-Cashiers Hospital. Sign on 
property. 843-460-8015. (st. 5/30) 

2/2 CLAYTON HOME 
I N  L O W E R  C L E A R 
CREEK. 1+acre ,P r i v a te . 
View.118,000.706.782.9728 (st. 
9/5) 

1.21 ACRES FOR SALE 
BY OWNER - OTTO, NC 
- $28,000. Lot 12 Quail Haven 
Road. Otto, NC. Price not firm ... 
open for negotiation. Please email 
if interested to ddmarsh15@aol.
com or call/text to 239-980-0531. 

Please leave a message. (st. 7/20) 
COMMERCIAL SPACE 

RENTALS
COMMERCIAL SPACE 

at 640 Carolina Way, Highlands. 
+/- 1340 sq.ft. $1,650/mo. 404-
210-7979. (st. 12/12)

RESIDENTIAL RENT-
ALS

R O O M M AT E  T O 
SHARE HIGHLANDS HOME 
AND EXPENSES. Call Sonja. 
828-487-0363. (st. 3/19)

HOME FOR RENT IN 
MIRROR LAKE AREA. 2 
BR/2 BA furnished. Screened 
porch & open deck. Small pets 
okay. No smoking. Long-term 
preferred. $1,700 per month. 
404-630-8398. (3/19) 

SPACIOUS POST AND 
BEAM HOME WITH 4-bed-
room, 3-1/2 bath home. Soaring 
30’ ceiling in open floor-plan of 
the kitchen/living/dining room. All 
other rooms offer 10’ ceilings. 
Spacious master suite. Mountain 
views with creeks and large deck. 
Less than 15-minutes from Main 
Street. This is a non-smoking 
property. Call 828.421.1823 to 
view the property. Yearly lease@ 
$3200 per month. (st. 1/30)

LUXURY APARTMENT 
IN TOWN. Walk to Main Street. 
1BR 1BA. $3,500 per month. 3 
month minimum. Sorry, no pets, 
no smoking. Adults only. 828-421-
1709. (st. 5/10)

...LAW continued from page 11
tin Reidinger sentenced Eugene 
“Bo” Mashburn, 58, of  Hayes-
ville, N.C. to 135 months in pris-
on and to serve five years under 
court supervision upon comple-
tion of  his prison sentence.

Days later he sentenced 
Bobby Roger Burch, 48, of  
Hayesville, N.C. to 262 months 
in prison, announced Andrew 
Murray, U.S. Attorney for the 
Western District of  North Caro-
lina. Judge Reidinger also ordered 
Burch to serve five years under 

court supervision upon comple-
tion of  his prison sentence.

According to filed court doc-
uments and the sentencing hear-
ing, Mashburn conspired with 
other drug traffickers in North 
Carolina and Georgia to distribute 
significant quantities of  metham-
phetamine. According to court 
records, over the course of  the 
investigation, law enforcement 
conducted two controlled buys of  
methamphetamine from Mash-
burn and seized methamphet-

amine, 24 firearms and two silenc-
ers from Mashburn’s residence.

Burch was part of  a drug 
conspiracy operating in North 
Carolina and Georgia, that dis-
tributed significant quantities of  
methamphetamine in and around 
Clay County and elswhere. Court 
records show that Burch was the 
North Carolina-based source of  
supply for the drug ring. Court 
records also show that, over the 
course of  the investigation, In 
making the announcement, U.S. 
Attorney Murray thanked the 
DEA’s Asheville Post of  Duty; the 

Clay County Sheriff ’s Office; the 
Georgia Bureau of  Investigation; 
the Swain County Sheriff ’s Of-
fice; the Macon County Sheriff ’s 
Office; the Highlands Police De-
partment; and the North Caroli-
na State Bureau of  Investigation 
for handling the investigation.

Mashburn and Burns were 
arrested in 2018 as part of  the 
Appalachian Drug Task Forces’s 
“Operation Unicoi Pipeline.“ 

Working across differ-
ent states and jurisdiction, the 
Appalachian Drug Task Force 
conducted an in depth investi-

gation into Mashburn, Burns 
and others trafficking metham-
phetamine from Georgia to Clay 
County, North Carolina. 

During the investigation, re-
sources from the Macon County 
Sheriff ’s Department and the 
Highlands Police Department, 
such as SRT (Special Response 
Team) and K-9 officers, were 
utilized to build a case against 
the men. 

The joint agency work con-
tributed to the mountain of  
evidence that put Mashburn and 
Burns away in federal prison.



Main Street Inn & Bistro 
828-526-2590 • mainstreet-inn.com

“Ace is the Place.”

At Main & 3rd streets
Highlands 526-2157

Hardware
Reeves

3

www.highlandsiscalling.com
828-526-3717 

11

Country Club Properties
“Your local hometown 

Real Estate professionals.”
3 Offices 828-526-2520

www.CCPHighlandsNC.com

2 “Highlands is calling  
and I must go.”

6

Suzanne McDavid
Broker

cell: (678) 276-6133 • Off: (828) 526-8300

401 N 5th St., Highlands

SILVER EAGLE 

349 Main Street, Highlands, NC
828.526.5190 silvereaglegallery.com

Native American Jewelry
  Crystal & Gem Gallery

33

33
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Mitzi Rauers, Broker 
404-218-9123 

mitzi@meadowsmtnrealty.com
meadowsmountainrealty.com

13

K-H Park

Martin-Lipscomb 
Performing Arts Center 

(PAC)

Top 12% 
of 

Brokers 
in 2019

Sotheby’s
is the top

firm in
Highlands 
since 2013 

Andrea Gabbard

c 828.200.6742

o 828.526.8300
AndreaGabbard@gmail.com
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“Local Expertise. Global Connections.”
114 N. 4th Street • Highlands, NC

sheryl.wilson@sothebysrealty.com • highlandssir.com
office: 828.526.8300 • cell: 828.337.0706

Sheryl Wilson

Available
email 

highlandseditor@aol.com



Cashmere
Scotland’s Best Knitwear

McCULLEY’S

242 S. 4th St. & Pop up 
on Main Street

Open 7 days a week
526-4407

828-526-2338

30  ...on the Verandah 
Restaurant

on Lake Sequoyah

www.ontheverandah.com

Open Year-Round • 6 days a week
343-D Main Street. • 526-4035

Closed Wednesday

Lunch 
11a-4p
Dinner 
5:30p
Closed 

Sunday night

8

9

Jody Lovell • 828.226.6303

www.wildthymegourmet.com

Pat Allen 
Broker-in-charge

Cell: 828-200-9179 
pat@patallenrealtygroup.com 

Office: 828-526-8784
295 Dillard Road

Highlands, NC 28741

 5 Not the Biggest ... Just the Best!
www.patallenrealtygroup.com 

BROKERS:

DAV ID 
BOCK 
BUILDERS 

www.BockBuilders.com 828-526-2240 

Top Producers for 15 Years

Open
Fri. and Sat.

March 20 & 21

6

Reservations: 526-4906

Kurt Barbee
828-545-7272
Ryan Bears

803-271-5426
Darlene Conley 

404-427-2448 
Christy Harris
404-229-8737 

Rick Harrison
404-906-5113 

Sam McPherson
678-378-5413

John Morris 
770-401-3386 
Julie Osborn
828-200-6165
Cy Timmons 
828-200-9762

Steve Sheppard
404-219-1349
Sheila Welch
828-342-0695

• #1 Broker Highlands/
Cashiers MLS 2001-2019

• #1 Broker North Carolina 
2016/2017

• Top 2 Broker North Carolina 
2018 per Real Trends

Thank you for an incredible 
season! Opening April 16! 

Investing in Life – On a Whole New Level

Susie deVille
Broker Associate

828-371-2079

Pat Gleeson
Owner, BIC

828-782-0472

Bee Gleeson 
Broker Associate

404-307-1415

Chris Duffy 
Provisional Broker

828-526-6763

125 South 4th Street, Highlands • (828) 526-8118 
www.WhiteOakRG.com

Christal Green 
Broker Assoc./Office Admin.

828-200-9699

Tom Bean
Broker Associate

828-526-6383

474 Main Street
828.526.3807 | wolfgangs.net

Open 
Wed. - Sat. 

Bistro Opens at 4p
Dining Room 

Opens at 5:30pm


