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Highlands opens back up ... softly

The Town of Highlands
opened slowly this past Mothert’s
Day weekend and by all accounts
it was worth it.

“I would characterize our
opening of businesses this past

Relief loans
for small MC
businesses
a maybe

By Brittney Lofthouse

Macon County vice-chair
Commissionet Ronnie Beale and
Economic Development Direc-
tor Tommy Jenkins asked com-
missioners to consider establish-
ing a Small Business Relief fund
to help local businesses adversely
affected by COVID-19.

“A lot of these businesses
have fallen between the cracks
when it comes to other state and
federal assistance programs,”
Jenkins told commissioners at
the Macon County Commission
meeting Tuesday night. “Other
counties like Jackson County
have established similar funds to
help these businesses get through
these tough times.”

Commissioner Beale, who
pitched the idea to county com-

o See LOANS page 8
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‘Home Furnishing Center’
Open
Monday — Saturday
9a-5p
2089 Highway 106
828-526-5577

weekend as a soft opening because
a number of business remained
closed, and we have several busi-
ness doing major renovations,”
said Mayor Pat Taylor. “But my
feedback from medical profession-

als was that merchants did a very

good job in creating safe shopping

spaces. I expect volume to pick up
as Memorial Day approaches.”

Though encouraged to con-

e See HIGHLANDS page 16
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Garden club says thanks to H-C Hospital

nurses andai_ds

Last week, in honor of Nurses Week which is celebrated May 6-12, the Mountain Garden Club
made 98 floral arrangements for the nurses and nurses aids at Highlands-Cashiers Hospital. The
arrangements were made by garden club members in conjunction with a very generous gift from
Richard P. Cole of Miami, FL. Historically nurses have received the highest rating for being America’s
most trusted profession in terms of honesty and ethical standards and they are very worthy of

recognition. Mayor Pat Taylor joined the group while they were creating.

We've Gone Virtual.

We are available seven days a week
for virtual showings of available
properties. Contact us to schedule a
virtual listing appointment or buyer
consultation.

Tour our homes from your home.

Highlands | Sotheby’s

INTERNATIONAL REALTY

114 N. 4th Street Highlands, NC

(828) 526.8300 | (828) 526-4104
highlandssothebys.com
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Police & Fire Reports

HPD Chief
Harrell’s
last day is
June 1

After more than 14 years at
the helm, Highlands Police Chief
Bill Harrell will be leaving to be-
come the Town of Franklins po-
lice chief.

Last Wednesday morning, he
announced his plan to Mayor Pat
Taylor and Town Manger Josh
Ward.

He had thrown his hat in the
ring and had been notified of the
offer to become the next Franklin
police chief late Tuesday.

Chief Harrell turned the
Highlands Police Department
into something very different
from years past.

During his tenure, the de-
partment’s face changed to in-
clude men and women, school
resource officers, bicycle cops,
canine officers and officers edu-

o See HARRELL page 6

M°CULLEY’S

The largest selection of
Scottish cashmere in
the U.S.A.

In Highlands
242 S. 4th St. 526-4407
and
In Cashiers
24B Canoe Point * 743-5515
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Saying good-bye to PD Chief Bill Harrell

uesday before last I was
at home eating a sand-
wich for lunch. Chief

Harrell called me and said he
needed to meet with me and
the Town Manager at my of-
fice as soon as possible. I fin-
ished my sandwich and drove
back to the office. On the way,
I was thinking we must have a
problem concerning the state
of emergency, or something to
that effect.

When I arrived the chief and Town
Manager were waiting for me in the office.
I took a deep breath and asked what was
this about. The chief began the meeting
by immediately saying he had accepted the
police chief position in Franklin.

I was surprised by not shocked. Bill
Harrell is an outstanding law enforce-
ment officer with extensive experience,
several certifications and a masters degree
in criminal justice administration. He has
been our police chief for 14 years, and 1
have suspected for some time that another
municipality like Franklin would want him
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Highlands Mayor
Patrick Taylor

to lead their police department.

Bill has led our Highlands
Police Department to a high
level of effectiveness by recruit-
ing, developing and retaining
an outstanding police force. We
have one of the most highly
trained and professional police
departments in Western Caro-
lina. Eighty percent of our of-
ficers hold a 2- or 4-year college
degree, and almost all hold law
enforcement certifications be-
yond the basic requirements.

The chief explained in an apologetic
manner that Franklin had made him an of-
fer that he could not refuse. I responded
that we understood his decision, and that
he had to consider his career and family. I
congratulated Bill for his service to High-
lands and for his new position.

The process for finding a new police
chief will get underway as soon as possible.
The town will go through thorough search
process in finding a leader who can move
our police department forward.

I have been tracking the problems that
NCDOT is having, especially now in this
state-of-emergency that has severely cut-
tailed the driving of the public. The motor
fuel tax that funds road projects has all but
dried up. Also, the yearly audit reveals that
NCDOT overspent their budget by 12.5%
last year. They are now essentially broke.
State statutes require that DOT maintain
a $300 million dollar reserve fund. DOT
funds are below the reserve requirements,
therefore all planned, even some existing
projects, have been stopped in compli-
ance with the state statute. The leaders are
working to find a way to avoid mass layoffs
and continue to do basic maintenance on
state roads. So, scheduled area projects like
bridge replacements, resurfacing of exist-
ing highways, and paving of gravel roads
are now on hold until further notice. I will
keep you posted, but I suspect it will take
some time for the highway department of
recovet.

Please remember that we are not out
of the coronavirus “woods” yet. Social
distancing, the wearing of face coverings,
avoiding large groups and unnecessary trav-
el are all important Phase 1 behaviors for
stopping the spread.

WHICSEVEN@YAHOO.COM
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"It is the best of times, it is the worst of times,
it is the age of wisdom, it is the age of foolishness.”
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Pleasart with clouds
and sun
RealFeel®
High: 83° Low: 82°

Intervals of clouds ard
sun
RealFeel®
High: 76° Lour. 63°

Nice with sunny
intervals
RealFeel®
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Parly sunny and
pleasant
RealFeel®
High' 84° Low: 61°

For Real-time Weather and the Extended Forecast,
go to www.highlandsinfo.com and click on Weather

EH EREEmEm e b
HIGHLANDER

ROOFING SERVICES

New & Re-Roofing Applications Including:
Asphalt ¢ Cedar * Metal » Synthetic Materials.

Showroom: 1511 Highlands Rd. ¢ Franklin ¢ O: 828-524-7773
info@highlandernc.com ¢ www.highlandernc.com
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EXTENDED
THROUGH MAY 21

AT HALF-MILE FARM AND OLD EDWARDS INN

We missed hosting our locals!
We're excited to reopen and welcome residents
of Macon, Jackson, Transylvania and Rabun counties to enjoy the comforts
of Old Edwards Inn and Spa or Half-Mile Farm at a locals only rate.

From °145 per night, Sunday-Thursday,
Through May 21, 2020.

The Spa at Old Edwards and Old Edwards Fitness Center are currently
closed until further notice. Madison’s Restaurant has limited
breakfast and lunch items available for pickup or delivery for in-house guests.
Four65 is open and delivery is available for Old Edwards Inn hotel guests (no discounts apply).

866.526.8008 | OldEdwardsHospitality.com/LocalLove

Excludes Holidays. Local ID required. Some restrictions apply. Not to be combined with any other discounts or specials. Taxes and gratuity not included.
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WOLFGANG'S

RESTAURANT & WINE BISTRO

Stay Well
and be safe

We look forward
to seeing you

soon!
474 Main Street ‘“}U
828.526.3807 TT

BEST OF
AWARD OF
EXCELLENCE

wolfgangs.net

D 828-526-4035

| WILD THYME Gou RMET

R E B8 T A WL A A M T

Serving Lunch and Dinner Year-Round.

Gourmet Foods, Full Service Bar
Town Square at 343-D Main St. * Highlands

Open for inside
Take-out
11a-8p

g o Closed Wednesday
- and Sunday dinner

The Log Cabin

Fresh Seafood, Steaks, & Comfortable Italian

130 Log Cabm Lane

Call for Take-Out
828-526-5777
See menu at:
www.LogCabinHighlands.com

RESTauraN?
OPEN FOR OUR
31°T GEASON
Take-out, curb-
side delivery and

home delivery
Tues. - Sat.

Dinner starts at

5:30 p.m.

- il
531 SMALLWOOD AVE | 828-526-9419

Please call for
updated
re-opening hours

‘ .”l 1}1 ‘.
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— 731 EXCEPTIONAL WINES &
ff}%{ﬂ#f& CRAFT COCKTAILS
228. 526. 4906
www paolettis.com

Dinner ! Bar
Every Evening
From 5:00 pm

* HigHI ANDS AREA DINING DIRECTORY ®

HIGHLANDS

SMOKEHQUSE
BAR

BBQ YK KITCHEN
-

YOUWANT IT...YOU GOT IT
NOW OPEN 7 DAYS AWEEK

STARTING May 21sT
MON. THrRU FRI. '1:00 - 8:00
SAT. 10:00 - 8:00 » SUN. 10:00 - 7:00

2 FRESH SCRAMBLED EGGS
|2 STRIPS PECAN SMOKED BACON
[0 BUTTERMILK BISCUITS
LARGE BOWL JALAPENO CHEESE GRITS
REAL BUTTER & JAM
OJ & BUBBLY FOR MIMOSAS
SERVES 4-6 $49
595 Franklin Road, Highlands, NC
828.526.3554

www.highlandssmokehouse.com
Facebook & Instagram

Peace from the Pit ®
...on the Verandah
Restaurant

on Lake Sequoyah

www.ontheverandah.com
US 64 west ¢ Highlands
Open 4p-8p § <
Fri. and Sat.
Inside
Take-out &
limited delivery
available!

828-526-2338 |
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And bome of our NEW mobile grill
THE HITCHIN’ KITCHEN
We bring the party to you!

'2-0 1 E l‘i’lw

Open for Take-Out
for Lunch and Dinner

Closed Wed. & Sun.

@ 8285268841

470 Oak St adiacent ta the Park in Downtown Highlands

WeCaterHighlands.com

See menu at www.wecaterhighlands.com

Thank for Your Suppor;

RANDEVU

Call
828-743-0190

CHEPF’S SPECIAL!
Fish-n-Chips.
Fried Haddock w/Fries and
Chef’s homemade coleslaw!

Lunch To-Go Menu

L

- Mon.-Fri. 10a to 2p ¢ $10
' Atkins Salad

B Roasted Turkey Cobb Salad

{ Fried Chicken Salad

/ Chicken Tender Platter
1 Southern Fried Chicken Sandwich
| Bounty Hunter, Wicked Fish Wrap
1 Rueben, Hot Turkey Club

Cranberry Chicken Salad Wrap

All American Burger

18 CHESTNUT SQUARE | CASHIERS | 828-743-0190
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Donald Beauchamp Fisher

If Heaven has farms and forests, Don
will be happily at home. If not, he will enjoy
tending the flower gardens while listening to
the angelic music. By his own admission he
would not be a part of the choir!

Donald Beauchamp Fisher of High-
lands, North Carolina, born on September
22, 1941, entered the Church Triumphant
on May 9, 2020. Don had faced life valiantly
while experiencing both Hodgkin’s lympho-
ma and metastatic adenocarcinoma.

A native Virginian, son of Lee Wash-
ington and Violet Beauchamp Fisher (both
deceased), Don loved his parents, his three
brothers who survive—Lee, Jr. (Nancy),
Bobby (Sharon) and Albert (Brenda),--and life on the fam-
ily farms in Northumberland County, Virginia. Always in-
trigued with various forms of nature, Don would cultivate
his many interests of the land while assisting his dad and
brothers on the farms. Later he would grow beautiful veg-
etable and flower gardens. He would further his knowledge
of the farms’ timberlands through his studies in forestry
at LSU, his beloved Alma Mater. There was never a doubt
about who would win the National College Football game
in 2019. “Geaux, Tigers!” he cheered from the recliner.

Busy on the farm as a youngster and teenager, Don
had never considered going to college. However, at the last
hour he enrolled in Ferrum College in southwest Virginia.
He always credited the college with giving him the excellent
background he had not achieved as a high school student.

His beloved professors at LSU, most of whom he
spoke fondly, inspired him to always do his best in his field.
As a forester, he rendered tremendous service to Union
Bag Cotporation/ Union Camp, and finally International
Paper, working primarily out of Brunswick and Southamp-
ton Counties, Virginia, as well as eastern North Carolina.
His services included wood procurement and land manage-
ment, eventually in real estate sales of land and timber. He
looked forward to everyl0-hour day working in the forests
for 36 years. Later, with his wife Betty, he pursued his real
estate license, practicing for several years before retiring
again in 2018.

While at LSU, Don participated in ROTC which
led to his enlistment in the United States Marine Corps.
He endured basic training at Parris Island, SC, and Camp
Lejeune, NC. He spent the following five years attaining the
rank of Sergeant in the Matine Corps Reserve First 105MM
Howitzer Battery, Force Troops, at Richmond and Quan-
tico, Virginia. A loyal Marine, Don loved his country and
always remained a man of integrity.

Most important to Don Fisher was his family. He
is survived by his wife, Betty, a Highlands native whom he
met in 1962 while working a summer student job with the
US Forest Service in Highlands. Following a long-distance
relationship primarily through countless letters, Don and
Betty were married in 1965. After taking early retirements
from their respective jobs, the couple moved back to High-
lands in 2001. Don referred to himself as a “come here”

before he finally reconciled himself to be-
coming a Highlands “local.” He “gtieved”
over giving up his Virginia driver’s license,
but he would always refer to Highlands as
home. He loved the countless friends he
made throughout the years. If he knew
you, you were likely his friend.

Loving, compassionate, caring, Don
Fisher was a devoted husband, providing
well for

the livelihood of the family which
would welcome with total love their daugh-
ter Caroline born to the couple in 1970.
Don’s face always beamed a bright smile at
the sight and sound of his precious daugh-
ter who forever brought him joy, pride and happiness. In
2003 he and Betty welcomed to the family son-in-law Neil
McCown. Great joy was the family’s when Caroline and
Neil presented Connor Zachary McCown to his newly
appointed grandparents, Grammy and Gramps. Don
always provided entertainment for Connor during visits,
most recently sharing archery and a train table project.
Among other gifts, Don was a teacher, always using an
opportunity to share his skills. He was highly disciplined
and a perfectionist. Never boastful, never pretentious, he
quietly went about doing projects that left every situation
more complete and better than he found it.

Not one to be idle, Don took time to engage in
various community activities. While supervising the con-
struction of a house in Lawrenceville, Virginia, as well
as one in Highlands, he served his churches faithfully as
active deacon and elder. As Worship Elder at Franklin,
Vitginia Presbyterian Church, he helped to guide the
church through a transition of pastors. At First Presby-
terian of Highlands, he served as Property Elder during
the 3-phase construction of the HCCDC and church
educational building, as well as renovation of the sanctu-
ary. He also served as head usher at FPCH. He further
participated actively for 14 years in Relay For Life for the
American Cancer Society. He enjoyed square and round
dancing, making many excellent dance friends over the
years. His travel ranged from canoe trips on the Cullasaja
and Tuckaseegee Rivers to ocean and river cruises to ex-
plore the world with auto and bus trips in between. Don
Fisher lived life fully and taught others how to enjoy life.

Grateful for every kindness rendered him, Don espe-
cially appreciated his doctors and numerous others who
cared for him, including caregivers, nurses, CNAs, pas-
tors, family, friends and church members.

A graveside service will be held 3:00 PM. Monday,
May 11, 2020 at Highlands Memorial Park with the Rev.
Curtis Fussell and Rev. Emily Wilmarth officiating, The
family will greet friends following the service.

Online condolences can be left at www.bryantgrant-
funeralhome.com

Bryant-Grant Funeral Home & Crematory is serving
the Fisher family.
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Dear Editor,

I am the white haired old
man with the bent back and a
pony tail.

When out in public now, I
will be seen wearing a white mask
and black gloves. A practice I
started in early March.

Recent events in the post
office and a large local grocery

My Rhododendron Branch and Sign

store, plus excellent coverage in
you newspaper have prompted
me to put forth my thoughts.

Three days ago, I witnessed
four men separately enter the post
office minus mask and gloves.

Another man (with a cloth
mask) leaned across the center
counter with his face no more
than two feet from mine.

Need Botox?

Call the

Center for Plastic Surgery

828-526-3783
PlasticSurgeryToday.com
209 Hospital Dr., Ste. 202

Highlands

As he was not using a white
cane or stick, I assumed he should
be able, by looking at the black
and yellow tape on the post office
floot, to determine that he was not
even close to six feet away.

However, I decided to help
him by verbally offering that we
were not six feet apart.

He did not say thank you for
the information, but did move
away.

In the grocery store I encoun-
tered quite a few fellow customers
with no mask and apparently not
mindful of the need to maintain
the recommended social distanc-
ing of six feet.

Possibly this practice should
be described as ‘anti-social distanc-
ing’.

Now comes the bit about my
rhododendron branch and the sign
hung around my neck.

I know it will make me look
weird, but it may help me to live
longer.

I normally walk using a cane
which is about three feet long,

LD i

Dry Sink * Main St. « Highlands NC

I am considering replacing
the cane with a six feet long rho-
dodendron branch with a couple
of modifications.

One end will be rather
pointy and on the other end may
be placed a plastic skull.

Either end may serve to
cause a person too near to me to
consider keeping at least six feet
separation.

Now the sign, top line in
medium size font will be “Please
Enjoy Highlands”

Next line in bold large font
will be “NOW STAY AWAY!”

Followed (in the same bold

large font) “AT LEAST SIX
FEET”

Then to complete the sign,
an offer of advice or assistance.

“If you are not weating a
mask and don’t care to stay six
feet away from me and others,

I can offer you a small map
for use by you and your loved
ones (should you have any still
alive) that will lead you to the
fnearest emetrgency room ot mot-
tuary.

Have a nice day, you may
not have very many left to enjoy
Highlands.”

Larry Brannan
Highlands

.. HARRELL continued from page 1

cated in criminal justice beyond
the required BLET certification.
“Highlands Police Chief, Bill
Harrell has led the department in
becoming one of the best trained
and professional law enforcement
organizations in Western Caro-
lina,” said Mayor Taylor. “He has
acquired many grants and recog-
nitions for the department. Under

his guidance, the department has
state-of-the-art equipment and
has built strong community po-
lice relationships.”

Harrell is a law enforcement
administrator with a long list of
professional  accomplishments
and credentials and he has a
strong professional and personal

o See HARRELL page 19
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Fine Custom Jewelry
Full Service Jeweler - Repairs - Restorations - Appraisals

152 S. 2nd Street | Highlands, NC | 828-526-5858
www.JannieBeanDesigns.com
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YOUR DESIGN
YOUR STATEMENT
ONE*OF*A*KIND CUSTOM DESIGNS
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( :ovid—19 still dominates our world.
Even as the virus continues to
spread and cause fear, many of

us are more than ready for movement
towards “back to normal.” It causes me
to reflect on how we sometimes begin
sentences with, “There are two kinds of
people...”

The phrase itself is separatist. It de-
notes a difference between individuals and
groups; an “us,” and a “them.” It speaks
to bigotry, class distinction, culture battles
involving race, gender, ethnicity, and reli-
gion, and, it’s at the center of every argu-
ment, anywhere, ever.

In benign usage, “two kinds of peo-
ple” is a way of framing an opinion. It can
even inject humor into a conversation. For
example, “There are two kinds of people;
those who put pineapple on pizza, and
normal people.” Or, “There are two kinds
of people, those who root for the N.Y.
Yankees, and those who root for whoever
they’re playing.”” There are Coke people
and Pepsi people, Chevy people and Ford
people, dog people and cat people.

These distinctions have something in
common: they’re choices.

I recently referenced the unfortunate
situation on social media involving people
drawing lines between property owners
who live here full-time and those who are
part-time residents. There are, to be sure,
some superficial differences between these
groups. I might classify them as those who
live here all the time and those who wish
they did. But, that would trivialize the na-

- WOoORD Ma
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Two Kinds of People

ture of the discourse. While -
both these groups are trying
their best to come to terms
with Covid-19, the accusa-
tions, defensiveness, finger-
pointing, even name-calling
is disheartening, It’s “us and
them,” writ angry.

Frankly, I'm losing pa-
tience with people who sit
in the safety of their privacy
and hurl digital rocks at oth-
ers without facing the objects
of their disdain and, for just a moment,
listening and hearing what he or she on the
other side of the conversation has to say.

Many of us who've lived for a while
and are willing to admit it, understand that
these attitudes are part of who we are.
We’re hardwired to express certain “this
or that” binary preferences so as to either
distance ourselves from things we don’t
care for, or to more closely connect our-
selves to things we do.

I started making a “two kinds of peo-
ple” list but began shaking my head at the
banality of it all. In my opinion, and I've
felt this way for a long time, we would all
be better served if we clung to the things
we have in common rather than the things
that set us apart. I mean, when it comes
down to it, what’s the point?

It seems everything these days has be-
come political, including current conversa-
tions involving matters of life and death.
I've written before about my disdain for
both major political parties. I genuinely

May Sales Extravaganza!

2 Days Only

Fri. & Sat., May 15 & 16 ¢ 10a-4p

w/cleaning protocols in place ... wear masks, please
... hand sanitizier available

at Mountain Findings Thrift Shop
Showrooms full of great NEWLY DONATED items

(cash or check only)

don’t understand what they
provide to the American
people. Yet, if we’re honest,
tens of millions of us either
strongly or very strongly
identify with one party or
the other. I can’t fathom why
this is the case, but there it
is. There are two kinds of
people ...

If the Coronavirus pan-
demic has taught me any-
thing it’s that, at our essence,
there is no material distinction between us.
We’re all just people. Sure, there are sick
people and there are healthy people, but
that changes. And, that’s not a conscious
choice. Sick people can surely get healthy
and healthy people can and do get sick.
The political left and right seldom choose
to switch sides.

I guess the message is, maybe it’s bet-

ter for everyone if we don’t get caught up
in the “two kinds of people” thing The
distinctions seldom matter but the hurt
feelings and the damage to relationships
can last a long time.

As for Covid-19, though it pains
me to say it, there are, it seems, two kinds
of people. Those who accept the threat it
poses and behave accordingly, and those
who are convinced it’s no big thing, it’s
been overblown, and want to go about
living life as it was last year.

I can’t speak for anyone else, but I'm
clear which of these two kinds of people
I am. T believe this pandemic is real, it’s
going to be in our lives for a while, and
we’re going to come out of it fundamen-
tally changed as Americans.

That said, and for the record, I'm
also the kind of person who would never
eat pizza topped with pineapple.

FOURGS

WOODFIRE BISTRO + BAR

Four

Follow us on Facebook and Instagram for updates.
) & @FourbSBistro
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OSPITAL NEWS ®

Highlands-Cashiers Hospital is Well-Prepared for COVID-19,
Thanks to a Stellar Team

ur community — like
communities around
the world — is reeling

in response to the impact of
COVID-19 and all the changes
it has brought to how we live.
There are many unanswered
questions, too: How should we
best maintain our physical and
mental health as we also expe-
rience the physical separation
that social distancing and shel-
tering in place require? What
will our “new normal” look like when we
come out of this pandemic?

It’s easy to craft questions pertaining to
this virus, about which we learn new things
virtually every day, but one group of people
doesn’t have the luxury to simply ponder
these issues: the exceptional staff here at
Highlands-Cashiers Hospital (HCH) and
the Eckerd Living Center (ELC). The dedi-
cated professionals from every department
of our facility pivoted quickly to adapt to
great change, yet they’ve remained steadfast
in their devotion to our patients and each
other.

Early on, my leadership team and 1
united around one goal: to keep our staff
safe throughout this time while we realize
our mission of caring for our patients and
community with competence and com-
passion. We’re fortunate because to our
knowledge, there has not been a significant
volume of suspected or established CO-
VID-19 patients in our community. How-

Tom Neal, CNO/CFO
H-C Hospital

ever, this doesn’t mean the risk
doesn’t still exist. In order to
address our risk level, no matter
where it settles on any given day,
it’s critical that our staff is edu-
cated and prepared for treating
COVID-19 patients, and they
are.

I want our community to
know that everything theyre
experiencing out in the world,
we’re experiencing here at the
hospital. For example, social
distancing has impacted all of us emo-
tionally. Our caregivers miss having pa-
tients’ families visit, especially at the ELC,
and can’t wait until the time that they can
return. Since our facility includes both the
hospital and one of the hardest hit types
of care centers during this pandemic —
long term care facilities — we’re especially
vigilant about maintaining stringent safety
practices.

It’s timely also that this month we
celebrate our caregiver heroes and hero-
ines during National Nurses Week and
National Hospital Week, from May 6-12
and May 10-16, respectively. Our doctors,
nurses, pharmacists, therapists, technolo-
gists, technicians, and aides who care for
our patients are extraordinary and selfless
in the best of times, but this year they’ve
outdone themselves.

I also want to acknowledge the work
of all of multiple departments in the hos-
pital whose support personnel may not

Designer 4 bedroom, 5 bath home with a golf course view.
Offered for $1,695,000 Contact Andrea Gabbard 828-200-6742

Andrea Gabbard

w C 828.200.6742 0 828.526.8300
m AndreaGabbard@gmail.com

Andreais top 12%
Real Estate Brokersin 2019.

Highlands Sotheby's International Realty is
the top selling firm in Highlands
since 2013 as per HCMLS Navica.

Sotheby’s

INTERNATIONAL REALTY

Highlands

directly care for patients, but who neverthe-
less sustain the care we deliver. For example,
our Food Services staff continues to pre-
pate and deliver meals to patients and staff,
and our dedicated Environmental Services
staff ensures that every space and surface
of our hospital is scrupulously clean and
safe. Every team member deserves praise
for continuing to come to work, despite
knowing the risks related to COVID-19.
All of the staff have risked coming into
harm’s way — thereby putting their families
at higher risk too. They are dedicated and
deserve our thanks.

Our local leaders and the community
have also stepped up to follow the practices
we know are keeping us safer, and I'm very
appreciative of this as well. As the saying
goes, it takes a village.

I'm a positive thinker, but we must
adopt a troubleshooting mentality in this
situation; I call this approach “productive
paranoia,” and there’s never a better time for
it than strategizing response to a pandemic.
Preparation is key to keeping our hospital
and community safe. Some primary re-
sponses include diligently screening every-
one who walks through our doors — patients
and staff alike — to minimize exposure, and
ensuring that we have ample personal pro-
tective equipment (PPE).

Our staff has also engaged in cross-
training efforts so if it becomes necessary,
they can perform a job in another atea of

HCH, like the Emergency Department.
Our plans also included the addition of a
tent to add auxiliary space for the ED. Giv-
en we did not see the surge in COVID-19 in
our community, we’ve taken down the tent.
However, we can quickly stand it back up
in case our ED was to experience a surge.

Finally, from Day One, HCA Health-
care’s leadership and support has been out-
standing and we’re fortunate to be part of
this network. We’ve learned much about
treating COVID-19 patients from HCA
Healthcare markets that were hit hard by
the virus, like our hospitals on the West
Coast, and being an HCA Healthcare hos-
pital meant that we were ahead of the curve
with implementing practices and assuring
access to key supplies.

Please remember that I feel a deep re-
sponsibility to make our community and
our staff feel safe and cared for, especially
during these exceptional times. We will
weather this storm, learn a tremendous
amount from it, and grow together. I'm
grateful to every one of our team members
for their fortitude, commitment, and self-
lessness. Thank you for allowing us to care
for you.

e Tom Neal, RN, MBA, MHA, is the
Chief Executive Officer and Chief Nursing Of-
ficer (CNO) of Highlands-Cashiers Hospital.
Neal is a proven leader with more than 30 years of
progressive healtheare exiperience.

... LOANS continued from page 1

missioners asked that Macon County es-
tablish a plan similar to Jackson County —
which provided the funds for a third party
— Mountain Bizworks — to distribute the
loans.

“It would take any county bias out of
the equation and all we would be doing is
providing the funding for the loan,” said
Beale. “I suggested $350,000, but Tom-
my [Jenkins] was more comfortable with
$250,000 so that is what we are proposing,”

Beale suggested the funds come from
the county’s existing economic develop-
ment budget, which currently has just under
$1 million. The funds would target busi-
nesses between 1 and 49 employees who
have been in business in Macon County for
at least year.

The proposal suggests that loans are

available for up to $10,000, based on the
business’s pre-COVID-19 revenue. The
suggested loan agreement structure would
be six months of no payments required
at 4% (interest accruing), followed by 36
months of principal and interest payments
at 5.5% interest with no prepayment pen-
alties and defaulted loans being subject to
collections.

“Most banks won’t loan $2,500 or
even $5,000, but for many of our small
businesses, our mom and pops, our local
restaurants, even a loan of that size could
mean the difference in staying open or clos-
ing for good,” said Beale. “And when these
businesses stay open, they keep people
employed and the collect sales tax for the
county.”

e See LOANS page 22
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 INVESTING AT 4. 118 FT.°

s I started my real estate career, we
AAgents used the MLS Book with all

available listings, pending listings
and listings sold.

This Real Estate Bible, with it’s top se-
cret agent information, which I kept with
me at all times was reprinted every 30 days.

I needed this magic tool with it’s nug-
gets of gold to answer buyer and seller
questions about the current market. At the
time, we didn’t have the World Wide Web
at the touch of our fingertips. We relied
on printed ads and signs to alert buyers to
homes for sale.

Soon we wete to be introduced to an
internet-based listing service. The safety of
that old reliable tool, which I held so deatly
in my possession, was being replaced! My
comfort zone was changing right in front
of my eyes!

As I navigated this new technology, I
became aware how wonderful this was for
my buyers, my sellers and for me! I had re-
al-time information, luxurious photos and
more data to share with buyers and sellers!

As great as this was,
more was on the horizon —
3-dimensional floorplans,
maps, virtual tours, drones,
facetime walk throughs and
electronic signatures!

Today, these tools pro- |
vide the highest levels of in-
formation technology, a win- |
win for the Agents and our
clients!

Our next evolution in-
troduces us to unconven-
tional tools. These new tools
aren’t designed to wow our
clients or make us appear to
be the Agent you can't live without.

These tools are for safety!

Safety of our community, our buyers,
sellers and ourselves. Covid-19 is a fluid con-
dition and as real estate professionals, our
community and clients, ate our first priority.

As I began to use these new tools, I was
concerned I couldn’t effectively perform
my trade. How can I possibly connect with

Teresa Seay

my customers wearing a face
covering and gloves? What
will my clients think? None-
theless, I heard the relief in
their voices when I told them
I would be wearing a mask
and gloves!

Additionally, our office
observes social distancing,
controlled points of entry,
meeting clients by appoint-
ment only, asking clients to
wear face coverings and trav-
eling in separate vehicles.

Currently the Highlands
Cashiers  Multiple Listing
Service has 733 homes and condos offered
for purchase.

As professionals tour these homes
with clients we are being respectful of the
home owners safety. We ask clients not to
touch items inside the home, agents open
and close doors and operate lighting. As in
the past, shoes are removed at the owner’s
request.

The only constant in life is change! (Heraclitus)

Currently, 90 homes and condos are
pending sale or in due-diligence. We've
closed 117 homes and condos in the last 90
days.

As our market responds to this latest
curve in the road, we continue to “change”.
Our ability to adapt is the key to our suc-
cess. We mustlook ahead and embrace new
ways to stay safe while living productively
on the Highlands Plateau — it’s like nothing
on Farth!

* Teresa Seay is a Broker-Associate
with Berkshire Hathaway Home Servic-
es Meadows Mountain Realty. 488 Main
Street, Highlands, NC 28741. Teresa is a
Macon County native and has practiced real
estate for the past 18 years. She is a Mem-
ber of the Highlands-Cashiers Board of
Realtors, Carolina-Smokies Association of
Realtors, Resort & Second Home Special-
ist and Member of the Institute for Luxury
Home Marketing. You can contact Teresa
at 828-421-1514.

ANNUAL RESIDENTIAL RENTAL

$3,000 per month (Negotiable Based on Length of Lease or Furniture)

* View of Mirror Lake Lh
* 3,200 sq. ft. \
* Beautifully Furnished
* 1.2 miles from Town
30 seconds from ...on the Verandah Restaurant
* 3 bedrooms, 3 1/2 baths, 2 kitchens, 2 family
rooms, 2 wood-burning stone fireplaces
* Vaulted ceilings
Contact Nina at 828-482-2480
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Senior Spotlight: Highlands $chool Class of 2020

Jeslyn Head

Jeslyn has been a member of
SGA all 4 years, the Interact Club for
3 years, FCA for 3 years, a member
of the Prom Committee, played vol-
leyball 4 years, played basketball 3
years, played soccer 3 years, ran track
1 year, and cheered 1 year.

She plans to attend Western
Carolina University to study Inte-
grated Health Sciences, segueing to
Pharmaceutical Studies and hopes to
become a pharmacist.

Her Shout Out goes to Mrs.
Reed who never failed to put a smile
on her face! “I will miss seeing her
in the halls and trying to get out the
words, ‘Happy Wednesday, or what-
ever day of the week it was, before
she could. She is a constant ray of en-
ergy at Highlands School, and T will
forever be grateful to have had her be
such a positive person in my life.”

Her favorite Covid-19 activity
has been being outside, and spending
more time with her family “Which
has been nice!l”

Lilly Deal

Lilly has been involved with In-
teract Club, Music Club, and served
as a soccer managet.

She is going to Southwestern
Community College where she plans
on majoring in Criminal Justice.

She gave a shoutout to Mrs.
Cashions.

“Every time that I needed to talk
she was there to give me advice with
a clear level head; also I liked when
we joked around with each other and
shared a good laugh”

Her favorite COVID activ-

ity has been reading online and hard
cover books.

Congrats, Lilly! Good luck in all
that you do.

Matthew Barnes

Matthew plans to go to South-
western Community College for Out-
door Leadership AAS. Then he wants
to get a job that requires that degree.

His Shout Out goes to Ms. Hed-
den for putting up with him for so
many years.

His favorite Covid-19 activity
has been hiking up Whiteside with his
Rottweiler, Zeus.

Good luck, Matthew! You have
come a long way. We are so proud of
you.

Taj Roman

Taj has been involved with bas-
ketball from 2015-2020.

He is attending Appalachian
State University to major in Creative
Writing

He gave a shoutout to Coach
Page. “Even though he doesn’t work
at the school anymore, Coach P was
my all time favorite teacher, as well as
my greatest influence and inspiration
to pursue writing as a career. Thank
you Coach P, love you always.”

His Covid-19 activity admission:

“I have done nothing interesting
in the slightest”

Pablo Jimenez

Pablo has played basketball 3
years, soccer 4 years, been part of the
track team 4 years, and a member of
the Beta Club for 3 years.

He will be attending Appala-
chian State University to major in
Computer Science.

He offers a big Shout Out to
Mr. A and to all the janitorial staff for
what they do.

His favorite Covid-19 activity
has been playing his guitar.

The Highlands Town Board voted unanimously to accept the
Scholarship Committee’s recommendation for Class of 2020 scholar-

ships in the amount of $28,100.
Recipients are as follows:

Graduating Seniors

Dalton, Camren (Valedictorian)

Roman, Sayla (Valedictorian)
Olvera, Morgan (Salutatorian)
McCall, Kedra
Tucci-Caselli, Isaiah
Jimenez-Estrada, Pablo
Head, Jeslyn

Woods, Patrick

Weller, Emma

Roman, Taj

Nortis, Brianna

Nguyen, Sophia

Valerio, Marilyn

Miller, Jonathan

Sanborn, Erin

Schmitt, Dillon

Talbert, Ryan

Ingate, Reid

Subtotal

Members of the town’s Scholarship committee are Town Attor-
ney J. K. Coward, Jeff Weller, Hilary Wilkes, Highlands School Princi-
pal Brian Jetter, Calab Bowers and Town Manager Josh Ward.

Patrick Woods

Patrick has been involved with
soccet, cross country, basketball, and
track.

His college plans have changed
due to the current situation, but he still
plans to go to college to study com-
puter science.

His favorite school memory is
when he came out of his shell after
Spring Break and started talking a bit
mote.

“One day I was talking even
more than usual and Coach Green
asked the class if I had always been
this talkative. At the time he laughed
with all of us, but he probably hopes 1

would be more quiet.”

His favorite COVID 19 activity
is able to sleep in, play video games
with some old friends, and learn a
bunch of random stuff he never
needed to know on YouTube at 2 in
the morning,

“Also just being able to make
food whenever, and cooking muffins
whenever I get bored.”
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Community COVID-19 Outreach

Community Resources at hand

Highlands Cashiers Health Foundation 2020
Funding Focus Includes COVID-19 Initiatives

Prospective Grantees Must Submit Letter of Interest by June 10, 2020

In what has been de-
scribed as “an exceptional
year of need,” Highlands
Cashiers Health Foundation
has announced its funding
focus for 2020 will include
assistance for needs relating
to the coronavirus pandemic
as well as collaborative and
transformative solutions that
will improve the health and
well-being of our Highlands
Cashiers and neighboring
communities.

Letters of Interest are
due before June 10, 2020 and
the application can be down-
loaded from www.hchealth-
fnd.org,

The Foundation’s board
has outlined the following
funding focus areas:

1. Covid-19 Initiatives —
Providing financial support
to immediate relief needs, as
well as emerging and long-
term solutions for COV-
ID-19 related issues.

2. Health and Access to
Healthcare Initiatives — Con-
necting our communities to
sustainable and affordable
health care services.

3. Education Initiatives
— Expanding and improving

Popcorn at The Playhouse

Starting this week, the Highlands Playhouse will be selling our fa-
mously fresh popcorn on our patio! Stop in for a small bag to-go
between | - 4 pm this Thursday, and Friday.We’ll also have cold Coke
products and concession candy available, all right from the patio.Cash

education.

4. Transformative, Innovative
and Collaborative Solutions — Pro-
viding lasting improvement to our
communities’ overall health and
well-being,

“We know that unprecedent-
ed circumstances are affecting
families, homes, businesses and
every aspect of life in our moun-
tains. Acting on this, our Board
has agreed to allocate significant
funding to help our communities,”
said Board Chair, Dr. Walter Clark.
Robin Tindall, the Foundation’s
CEO and Executive Director adds,
“Given the magnitude of the coro-
navirus’ impact, the Foundation is
committed to helping those most
vulnerable in our area, and invest-
ing in emerging solutions designed
to assist the transition to health
and economic recovery of the pla-
teau and our extended region.”

Interested applicants may
submit Letters of Interest begin-
ning May 11 at www.hchealthfnd.
org/grants. Deadline for submis-
sion is June 10.

* Highlands Cashiers Health
Foundation is an independent public
charity dedicated to providing leader-
ship and funding to lift the bealth and
well-being of Highlands, Cashiers and

neighboring communities. The founda-

only, please and thank you. We look forward to seeing all our our
friends again here at the Playhouse!”

tion awarded more than §2.5 million in
grants to non-profits in 2019, its inan-
gural year. For more information, visit
www.hehealthfnd.org.

o About Highlands Cashiers
Health Foundation The Highlands Ca-
shiers Health Foundation was established
on February 1, 2019 as a 501 (c) 3
public charity with a purpose to improve
the health and well-being of Highlands,
Cashiers, and surrounding communities.
As the Highlands-Cashiers Hospital
conversion foundation we are committed
to continuing a several-decade legacy of
generosity and vision to ensure vibrant
and healthy living for our year-round, sea-
sonal and visiting families and individn-
als. Through partnerships with organiza-
tions, key stakeholders and caring donors,
the Foundation aims to mafke positive
and lasting change through investing in
projects and programs that advance in-
novative  solutions and  improvements
in peoples’ health and well-being. The
Foundation also includes collaborative
partnerships that serve the bealth and
well-being of all people in western North
Carolina, with particular emphasis on
Macon, Jackson, Swain, Grabam, Clay
and Cherokee Counties. For more in-
Jormation please visit the website: www.

hehealthfnd.org or call 828-482-6510.

Even in this time of social distancing, the Rotary Club of Highlands Moun-
taintop has been serving the local community. First, due to mounting needs
during the stay at home orders, a $2,500 grant was given to REACH.Then
members, delivered a check for $1,300 to the Food Pantry and helped dis-
tribute much needed food to those wanting in this coronavirus pandemic.
The funds came from a District 7670 grant of $1,000 and were augmented
by additional donations from members.

CLE revises its 2020 schedule

The Center for Life Enrichment has been an integral part of the
Highlands-Cashiers area since it began offering seminars and events in
the summer of 1994. As the world has discovered recently, life as we
know it can change drastically overnight. The regulations and restric-
tions that have been put in place to keep us safe from the pandemic
have forced us to review our calendar for 2020.

Due to current government regulations regarding Covid-19, the
Board of Directors of the CLLE made the decision to cancel all events
and classes that were scheduled for May and June. We will work towards
rescheduling them later in the season. If the town/government regula-
tions allow, we will begin our season on July 1, 2020.

Keep up with the changes by checking our website, www.clehigh-
lands.com, or by calling the office at 828-526-8811 to be added to our
email list.
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Phase 1 reopening and Mothe
Making the most of life during modified, sta

FOURGS

Nlcole had a Gender Reveal party this Mother’s Day weekend
and ....it’s a boy! Congratulations, Nicole!

Rl

On Mother’s Day families visited through the windows at ELC.

Mother’s Day heartfelt resuable coupons!

WOODFIRE BISTRO BAR + TERRATZA

E‘GL‘F"H’&*I
| IIriTEHE

}

Welcome to Wits' End Shop
PLEASE I
|
© HAND SANITIZER UPON ENTERING STOHT 'S0
BEFORE HANDLING ANY MERCHARDISE
IF POSSIBLE, WEAR & MASK OR FACE COVERING

REMEMBER TO STAY 6 FT AWAY FROM OTHER
] IESTS
b 1 REFEATN FROM BRINGING SHALL CHILDREN W10
% i THE STORE, UNLESS IN A STROLLER.
¥

0 COMPLY WITH SOCIAL DISTANCING, WiE WIL
IHIT THE NUMBER OF GLIESTS ON PREMISES

Wit’s End Shop welcomed shoppers with safety precautions.

In an unsettling
reversal of my teenage
years, I am now yelling at

my parents for
going out.
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r's Day during the COVID-19

ving-at-home & social distancing in Phase 1

Sheltering in Place at My Parents’ House in Haikus
By Caroline Lazar

Sorry to wake you,
I was just thinking about
How you’re not married.

We love PBS.

“Jamestown.” Have you heard of it?

1t’s on PBS!

We’re not mad that you
Broke the toilet, we just want
To know what happened.

We’re having cocktails!
Does alcohol sanitize?

Ha-ha! Ha-ha-ha!
Susan from tennis?
Her son? A podiatrist.

You’ll hear from him soon.

Do you pay mortgage

On this pantry? Don’t think so.

SkinnyPop is mine.

Hulu, Quibij, Sling,
Philo, Tubi, Roku. Help!
We can’t miss “Blue Bloods!”

No Zumba? But, deat,
Everyone we know is at
The Y. Everyone.

Who ate you dating?
Tell us, who are you dating?

Also, tell us who.

Call your grandmother.

She has some notes on your hair.

(Spoiler: fix it now.)

I see you’re busy

Texting. Could I please dip your

phone in bleach to clean?

Who’s that guy, the one

from the show with the one who’s

the dad in “Footloose?”

Caroline, darling,
Can you help me with e-mail?
Want to send huge files.

Let’s take a long walk
And talk about it all, plus
Why you’re not married.

(Seven days later)

French Stewartl!! I just remembered!!!

What is he up to?

Apologies, but
I went through your diary.
Bad poetry! Sad!

May I wash your sheets?
I know you’re still in bed but
It’s time to get up.

Cool niece said she’d make
Us TikTok famous—trap or
Opportunity?

Can I play bocce
If I wear gloves, hold breath, stay
Far from coughing Gayle?

It’s not my business,
But you’ve worn that top six times
In ten days. No more.

You may not social-
Distance from me. I’'m your mom.
You were inside me.

We’re happy you’re here,
And love you so very much . . .
Why aren’t you married?

The Toy Store has laid out a plan.

ENTER
HERE

LDy Sing
.'. | -

At Southern Way, traffic routes are encouraged and sanitizer is offered.

— U A
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Community COVID-19 Outreach

ccording to an anonymous tip
AHighlands Newspaper received
this week, the mice that myste-
riously appeared in Highlands are the
brainchild of New Yorker Rae Stang.
“All my life I’ve liked making things.
If a life is like a tapestry, then most lives
have at least one strong central thread
that creates the pattern. In my tapestry -
it’s creativity. My brain gets an idea, and
then it’s actually hard put to stop it from
becoming reality... it’s a mixed blessing,”
The retited Chocolatier (founder,
Luckys Chocolates, Saugerties, New
York) started painting her “Daily Mouse”
series in late March. Her sheltering in
place musings scampered across the

Daily Mouse Musings!

bed. Comfort food
indeed! Hope every-
one is staying safe &
feeling well!”
Compassionate
and empathetic, Daily
Mouse has identified
with the lonely, the
volunteers-at-home,
children and even
patents.
“Homeschool-
ing isn’t easy! This
mamma mouse has
all she can do to
homeschool her
brood! It’s complete-
ly understandable to

Facebook and Insta-
gram landscape at a
fast pace. When oth-
ers posted gorgeous
pictures of gourmet
meals, Daily Mouse
peered out of an
apple. That day Stang
observed  “Staying
home and cook-
ing seems to be the
general state of af-
fairs right now. The
Mouse enjoys eat-
ing his way through
an apple and then
taking a nap in his
deliciously  scented

Eﬁdoﬁ'fsome
COMFORT Foob

have ‘Covid Fatigue’ at times! Hang in &
stay safe.”

This week 30 different Daily Mouse
messages appeared in Highlands. Why
Highlands?

“I was touched by Leela Chrest-
man’s April 30 Letter to the Editor,”
Stang’s friend said. “Leela took the
time to identify with the stress every-
one is feeling and expressed her desire
to spread joy and make our community
stronger. Bringing Daily Mouse to High-
lands seemed like a joyful way to help
spread Leela’s message.”

While cautiously move about town,
see if you can find some of Stang’s Daily
Mouse musings.
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PENN e

efore 1 wrote my first cozy, I
B wasn’t familiar with the term. Per-

haps I’d heard it but hadn’t given
it much thought. Now, of course, I'm well
acquainted with the genre. As I explained
in a recent column, a cozy mystery con-
tains “no cursing, no sex, and no blood
and gore. Think Jessica Fletcher and Miss
Marple.”

When a friend asked me to name
some cozy mystery authors so she could
better understand the genre, I could think
of only one or two. Finding myself at a
loss to name more than that, I came home
and googled “cozy mystery authors.”
I was surprised to learn I'd been read-
ing cozies off and on for years without
knowing it. I found several different lists
of cozy mysteries, and one titled “25 of
the Absolute Best Cozy Mystery Series.”

I’'ve by no means read all twenty-five
on the list, but I have read quite a few.
Here in no particular order are a few I've
enjoyed:

Rita Mae Brown Mrs. Murphy mys-
teries: Mrs. Murphy is Mary Minor “Har-

SUMMER &icmssncs SALE!
NOW THROUGH MAY 25

Outdoor Furniture for your Porch & Patio

Do you read cozy mysteries?

ry” Haristeen’s cat. Together
with Harry’s Welsh Corgi Tuck-
er, Mrs. Murphy unearths clues
and solve mysteries in the fic-
tional Virginia town of Crozet. [§
There are thirty books in this
series that started with “Wish
You Were Here” in 1991.

Lillian Jackson Braun and
the “Cat Who” books: Braun
has passed away, but her “Cat
Who” books were hugely pop-
ular in her day. I recently picked
up the first in this twenty-nine book series,
“The Cat Who Could Read Backwards.” 1
enjoyed it anew and was struck by the ab-
sence of cell phones and the internet. How
quickly we forget.

Louise Penny and Inspector Gamache:
One of my favorite authors, she published
her first Inspector Gamache book in 2005,
“Still Life” The fourteenth in the series
came out last year, and another is on the
way. I heard Penny speak in North Caro-
lina last year and thoroughly enjoyed the

302/:;

STOCK ITEMS

< S
Kathy Manos Penn

SPECIAL ORDERS

experience. Somehow, I’d never
thought of her as a cozy mystery
writer, perhaps because there’s
cursing aplenty in her books,
something that’s taboo in cozies.

Agatha Christie’s Miss Mar-
ple series: Many consider Chris-
tie the Queen of the cozies. I've
read a few Miss Marple books,
but I’'ve mostly seen BBC tele-
vision shows which eventually
show up on PBS or PBA here
in Atlanta. All are enjoyable. My
husband and I even watched an old black
and white movie starring Margaret Ruther-
ford, but I prefer the BBC versions. “Mur-
der at the Vicarage” is the first in the series
and came out in 1930.

Dorothy Sayers and Lord Peter Wim-
sey: Sayers didn’t appear on the list of 25
referenced above but I found her men-
tioned on several others. As a died in the
wool Anglophile, I fell in love with Sayers
the moment I discovered her Peter Wim-
sey stories. The first book in her series

of twelve is “Whose Body?” and is set
in England between the first and second
World Wars. The Wimsey books were
published from 1923 to 1939, after which
Sayers turned to other writing projects.
Jill Paton Walsh continued the series in
1998 with four more books. I found them
to be as enjoyable as the originals.

This is just the tip of the iceberg, so
expect another installment about cozy
mystery authors and books to add to your
TBR (To Be Read) list. And, of coutse,
I sincerely hope you’ve already added my
Dickens & Christie mystery serties to that
list. The first two books are “Bells, Tails
& Murder” and “Pumpkins, Paws & Mur-
der,” and you can expect the third book
soon. Happy reading!

* Author Kathy Manos Penn is a Georgia
resident. Find her cogy mysteries on Amazon.
Locally, “Lord Banjo the Royal Pooch” is avail-
able at Highlands Mountain Paws. Contact her
at inkpennl 19@gmail.com, and follow ber on
Facebook, www.facebook.com/ KathyManosPen-
nAuthor/ .

:SUMMER
HOUSE

STOREWIDE

202 SALE

— NOW THROUGH JUNE 7 —

Bed & Bath |

Upholstery Outdoor

Furniture

WE HAVE 1T ALL!

OFF

MONDAY -
FIRST SUNDAY OPEN: MAY 24

SATURDAY: 10AM - 4PM

White Glove Delivery Throughout
The Southeast & Beyond

2089 Dillard Road, Highlands | 2 miles from Main Street | 828-526-5577 | www.summerhousehighlands.com
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.. HIGHLANDS continued from page 1

tinue, the 14-day quarantine if coming to
stay in Highlands from another state was
lifted, accommodations were allowed to
open to more than just essential workers;
restaurants were allowed to offer inside
take-out instead of just curbside take-out
and shops and businesses were allowed to
open their doors to customers at 50% ca-
pacity.

Other safety stipulations were also in
place.

Governor Cooper encouraged people
to continue to shelter-in-place for the most
part, but if venturing out whether to non-
essential or essential business to wear a
mask. Social distancing six-feet apart is still
required and people have been reminded to
wash their hands and use sanitizer.

Non-essential stores were allowed to
open at 5 p.m. Friday night.

The Molly Grace started the weekend
by opening Friday night from 5-8 and was
open Saturday.

Owner Stephanie McCall said she was
very pleased with the turnout.

“Friday night and Saturday we had a

tremendous number of locals come out to
support our business. We had the shop pro-
fessionally cleaned beforehand and then we
had hand sanitizer at the door and sanitized
and cleaned after every shift. We were happy
to be open and see our local and second-
home clients!”

Desperate for business most High-
lands shop owners did what was required
and even went above and beyond. Many
erected plexiglass batriers at check-out sta-
tions, offered sanitizer and masks upon en-
try, six-foot spaces were taped on floors and
many set up traffic lanes inside their stores.

For instance, The Dry Sink asked
people to enter through one door and exit
through the other rather than to use them
interchangeably.

Inside The Toy Store and Southern
Way, patrons were encouraged to move to
the right when entering and to the left when
exiting,

Such practices helped shop owners
sanitize throughout the day in an organized
manner.

Alan Mayer, owner of The Dry Sink,

said they were open on Saturday and were
busier than he expected.

“We had a very good day and look for-
ward to a busy summer. Customers were
very understanding and helpful regarding
our health guidelines,” he said.

Owner of The Toy Store/The Book
Nook, Michele Bears said Saturday went
well and about 20% of the customers wore
masks and used the sanitizer they offered,
and most paid attention to the traffic lanes
they set up.

“Parents told their kids to just look
and not to touch, which was great because
it meant less cleaning after,” she said. “In
general, everything went really well. It was
worth opening and I was able to pay a bill
or two!”

Owner Susan Young, of Wits End,
said they were surprisingly busy on Saturday
with many more customers than expected.

“People were genuinely happy to see us
open and almost all maintained social dis-
tancing and were respectful of others.”

Though not all patrons throughout the
business district wore masks inside or on

the streets, Young said about 85% of her
customers wore masks.

She said they placed hands-free sani-
tizers at the entrance and throughout the
stote and increased cleaning and the sani-
tizing of surfaces throughout the day.

“We sanitized dressing rooms with
Lysol spray throughout the day, too, and
requested customers to wear masks or face
coverings,” she said. “These are some of
the things we are doing to try to keep our
customers and staff safe.”

Understandably, sales didnt match
Mother’s Day weekend last year, but Man-
ager of The Spice & Tea Exchange Rachel
Lewicki said lots of locals came in to show
their support.

“We allowed 10 people in at a time
and provided gloves at the door and made
hand-sanitizer available,” she said.

Though known for their “open the
jars and smell” motto Lewicki said due to
COVID-19 there is no longer an “open
jar” policy.

In addition, all blending of spices is

e See HIGHLANDS page 21
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by Old Edwards

An adventure-wellness community on the Highlands-Cashiers Plateau in North Carolina
with abundant recreation amenities, including a par-three golf course and shared community gardens.

Call for a tour today | 828.526.1783
GlenCovelifestyle.com
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Blessings Upon

Blessings ....

“How lucky I am to have something that
makes saying goodbye so hard.”

- A.A. Milne (Winnie-the-Pooh)

My Dear Highlands Family,

It is said all good things must come to an end.

I just wish the endings didn’t sneak up on me quite
so quickly.

After 13+ years of ministry here at Holy Family Lu-
theran Church, I am retiring. I was hoping to stay another
couple of years, but family needs and other things have
changed my path. They say if you want to make God
laugh, tell Him your plans!

It seems like yesterday Jon and I pulled the U-Haul
into the parsonage driveway and unloaded everything, As
a second career person, (I was a teacher for 20+ years)
Highlands was my first pastoral call and a solo one at that
and I admit I was a bit nervous. Now all these years later, I
thank the Holy Spirit and a wonderful congregation for the
most spiritually rewarding time of my life.

I have been so blessed by your love friendship, espe-
cially from the various clergy in our town. Never have I
had the pleasure of working with such a diverse but close-
knit group of colleagues. I will sorely miss all the times
we gather as a community ---Stations of the Cross, Easter
Sunrise Service, Blessing of the Animals, the Baccalaureate
Service and the Taize services y’all attended so faithfully It
has been heavenly.

I will miss playing at weddings, having dinner with
friends and the occasional sip at the Dog; I will miss walk-
ing into town and feeling so very much at home. I will miss
stepping out on a cold evening to walk “Sweetie”” and savor
the clean, brisk air and the silence. I will miss watching the
“critters” — birds, squirrels and chipmunks — who come to
my bird feeder.

The beauty and magic of this place, and books on CD
from the Hudson Library and my wonderful congrega-
tion made the 4-hour-commute from Charlotte each week
bearable. But, now I guess it is time to move on to the next
adventure.

This damnable pandemic has meant I was stuck in
Charlotte and haven’t been able to spend my last weeks
with the folks I love. We have “Zoomed” our church ser-
vices but it’s just not the same. Weddings were canceled,
milestones missed. Life has pulled the rug out from under
us as we look to an unknown future and prepare to re-
invent what “normal” will be.

We might be wandering in the wilderness right now,
but we will, by the grace of God, get through it, and I hope
and pray, be together again someday. Every time I think of
you, I thank God for the many blessings bestowed on me.
These years in Highlands have indeed been the happiest
and best of my life. Thank you, thank you, thank you.

“Goodbyes are only for those who love with their eyes. Becanse
Jor those who love with heart and soul there is no such thing as separa-
tion.”

— Rumi

Go with God, my dear friends.

Chaplain Margaret Howell
Holy Family Lutheran Church

Proverbs 3:5

e P acEs 1o WORSHIP ®

John 3:16

BLUEVALLEY BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Oliver Rice, Pastor (706) 782-3965
Sundays: School:10 a.m.,Worship:| |
Sunday night services every 2nd & 4th Sunday at 7
Wednesdays: Mid-week prayer meeting:7 p.m.
BUCK CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH
828-269-3546 + Rev. Jamie Passmore, Pastor
Sundays: School:10 a.m.;Worship:1 |
CASHIERS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Rev.Wes Sharpe, Pastor 828-743-5298
Sundays: School at 9:30 Worship 10:30
Wednesday night Dinner and Service 5:30
CHAPEL OF THE SKY
Sky Valley, GA « 706-746-2999
Sundays: 10 a.m.:Worship
Holy Communion |st & 3rd Sundays
CHRIST ANGLICAN CHURCH
Rector: Jim Murphy, 252-671-401 1
464 US Hwy 64 east, Cashiers
9:30a Sunday School; 10:30a Worship Service; Mon. 6p Bible
Study & Supper in homes
CHRIST CHURCH OF THE VALLEY, CASHIERS
Pastor Brent Metcalf * 743-5470
Sun.10:45am, S.S 9:30am.Wed. 6pm supper and teaching.
Tues. Guys study 8am, Gals |0am.
CLEAR CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Jim Kinard
Sundays: School: 10 a.m.;Worship:| [a.m.

I'st & 3rd Sunday night Service: 7.p.m.
Wednesdays —Supper at 6 p.m.
COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH
www.cbchighlands.com ¢ 526-4685
3645 Cashiers Rd, Highlands, NC
Sr. Pastor Gary Hewins
Sun.: 9:30am: Sunday Schooll0:30am: Middle & High School;
10:45am: Child. Program, 1 0: 45am:Worship
Wed.: 5pm Dinner ($7 adult, $2 child), 6pm CBC U.
COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH OF SKY VALLEY
706.746.3144+ 696 Sky Valley Way #447,

Pastor Gary Hewins
Worship: Sun. 9 a.m., with Holy Communion the Ist & 3rd
Sun.; Tues: Community Supper 5:30 followed by Bible Study.
EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF THE INCARNATION
Rev.W. Bentley Manning ¢ 526-2968
Monday-Friday: Morning Prayer at 8:15a. Sundays: 8 am
Holy Eucharist Rite |; 9 am Sunday School; 10:30 am Holy
Eucharist Rite |l. Childcare available at 10:30
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH HIGHLANDS
828-526-4153 » www.fbchighlands.org
Dr. Mark Ford, Pastores 220 Main Street, Highlands
Sun.:Worship 10:45 am; Sun.: Bible Study 9:30 am
Wed.: Men’s Bible Study 8:30 am; Choir 5p; Prayer Mtg 6:15p
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Curtis Fussell & Emily Wilmarth, pastors
526-3175 « fpchighlands.org
Sun.:Worship 8:30a Adult Ed.: 9:30a.m.;Worship | | a.m.
Mondays: Men’s Prayer Group & Breakfast 8 a.m.
Wed: Choir:6p
GOLDMINE BAPTIST CHURCH
(Off Franklin/Highlands Rd)

Sunday School:10 am,Worship Service:1 | am
GRACE COMMUNITY CHURCH OF CASHIERS
Non-Denominational-Contemporary Worship
242 Hwy 107N, 1/4 miles from Crossroads in Cashiers
www.gracecashiers.com * Pastor Steve Doerter: 743-9814
Services: Sundays 10am - Wed. - 7pm; Dinner - Wed. 6pm

HAMBURG BAPTIST CHURCH
Hwy 107N. « Glenville, NC » 743-2729 « Nathan Johnson
Sunday: School 9:45a,Worship | la & 7p, Bible Study 6p
Wed. Kidsquest 6p.; Worship 7p.
HIGHLANDS ASSEMBLY OF GOD
Randy Reed, Pastor 828-421-9172 « 165 S. Sixth Street
Sundays:Worship:| |
HIGHLANDS CENTRAL BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Dan Robinson
670 N. 4th Street (next to the Highlands Civic Center)
Sun.: Morning Worship 10:45a., Evening Worship, 6p.
Wednesday: Prayer Service, 6:30 p.
HIGHLANDS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Pastor Randy Lucas 526-3376
Sun: School 9:45a.;Worship 9:09,10:50.;Youth 5:30 p.
Wed: Supper: 5:15; youth, & adults activities: 6; Handbell
rehearsal, 6:15; Choir Rehearsal 7. (nursery provided ); 7pm
Intercessory Prayer Ministry
HOLY FAMILY LUTHERAN CHURCH: ELCA
Chaplain Margaret Howell » 2152 Dillard Road * 526-9741
Sun: School and Adult discussion group 9:30 a.m;;
Worship/ Communion: 10:30; Early-Bird Christmas Eve service of]
Lessons and Carols, Sunday, Dec. 22, 10:30 am.
All are welcome.
HEALING SERVICE on the 5th Sunday of the month.
MACEDONIA BAPTIST CHURCH
8 miles south of Highlands on N.C.28 S in Satolah
Pastor Zane Talley
Sundays: School: 10 a.m.;Worship:| I, Choir:6 p.m.
Wed: Bible Study and Youth Mtg.:7 p.m.
MOUNTAIN SYNAGOGUE
at St. Cyprian’s Episcopal Church, Franklin « 828-524-9463
MOUNTAIN BIBLE CHURCH
743-2583 » Independent Bible Church
Sun:10:30 a.m. at Big Ridge Baptist Church,

4224 Big Ridge Road (4.5 miles from NC 107)
Weds: Bible Study 6:30 p.m.;Youth Group 6 p.m.
OUR LADY OF THE MOUNTAINS
CATHOLIC CHURCH
Rev. Fr. Jason K. Barone — 526-2418
Mass:Thurs. 12:10; Fri. 9am; Sun: | | a.m.
SCALY MOUNTAIN BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Marty Kilby
Sundays: School —10 a.m.;Worship —I | am. & 7
Wednesdays: Prayer Mtg.:7 p.m.

SCALY MOUNTAIN CHURCH OF GOD
290 Buck Knob Road; Pastor Donald G. Bates * 526-3212
Sun.: School: 10 a.m.;Worship:10:45 a.m.;Worship: 6 p.m.
SHORTOFF BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Rev.Andy Cloer
Sundays: School: 10 a.m.;Worship:1 | a.m.
Wednesdays: Prayer & Bible Study:6 p.m.
ST.JUDE’S CATHOLIC CHURCH
Mass: Thurs. 9am, Fri., | lam; Sun. 9am
THE CHURCH OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD
1448 Highway 107 S., Office: 743-2359 * Rev. Rob Wood
June-Sept: Sunday Services: Rite |, 8a, Rite II, 9:15 & | la
Nursery available for Rite Il services
Sept 6-Oct 25-Informal Evening Eucharist-5:30 p.m.
Thursday: Noon Healing Service with Eucharist.
UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST FELLOWSHIP
85 Sierra Drive, Franklin ¢ uufranklin.org
Sunday Worship - | | a.m.
WHITESIDE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Rev. Sam Forrester/Cashiers
Sunday School:10 am,Worship Service:I | am
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e PolLicE & FIRE REPORTS ®

Highlands Police entries from
April 25. Only the names of per-
sons arrested, issued a Class-3 mis-
demeanor or public officials have
been used.

April 25

¢ At 10:20 a.m., officers received a
report of someone trespassing and a
burglary and breaking & entering at a
residence on Cobb Road.

April 30

* At 3:47 p.m., officers received a

report of a stolen U-Haul van and the
possession of methamphetamine.

* At 5 p.m,, Joan Beck Hobbs, 51, of
Highlands, was arrested at a residence
on Laurel Street for larceny of a motor
vehicle, failure to return a hired motor
vehicle and possession on methamphet-
amine. She was issued a $6,000 secured
bond. Her court date is July 14.

May 4

* At 1:33 a.m,, officers responded to
a one-vehicle accident on Cullasaja Drive
and Mirror Lake Road.

.. HARRELL continued from page 6

Chief Bill Harrell

character that makes him a leader, said
Taylor.

Town Manager Josh Ward concurred
with Mayor Taylor.

“During his tenure, Chief Harrell has
presented strong leadership and has elevat-
ed the Highlands Police Department to a
high level of professionalism. His educa-
tion and training requirements for his staff
have led HPD to become one of the most
proficient departments in Western North
Carolina,” he said.

Ward said Chief Harrell’s last day will
be June 1st and the town will soon post the
vacancy and begin the search for a replace-
ment as soon as possible.

Chief Harrell gave a shout out to the
Town of Highlands for its leaderships sup-
pott.

“It has been an incredible journey that
I do not take for granted and I am forever
grateful in its role of shaping me for my
service there and this next chapter in my
career,” said Harrell. “I am also eternally
thankful for the comradery of my col-
leagues, HPD officers and staff, the Town

of Highlands staff and last but certainly not
least, the Town of Highlands community. It
has been a blessing beyond measure for the
friendships developed and fostered by the
loving hearts of the community and they
will be sorely missed, but never forgotten.”

Harrell said he looks forward to getting
to know and serve with the Town of Frank-
lin leadership, police department, and other
Town of Franklin departments.

“I would be remiss if I didn’t say that
I am anxiously optimistic to continue to
raise the bar for the police department for
the betterment of public safety for everyone
and I look forward to sharpening the strong
talents, abilities and potential that I have rec-
ognized FPD officers and staff possess,” he
said.

Chief Harrell replaces Chief David Ad-
ams who left in January to take the position
of chief with the Waynesville Police Depart-
ment.

— Kim Lewicki

&
(Cabin (outunre
~ Home Decor
~ Gifts
~ Jewelry

468 Carolina Way
Highlands
(Between N. 4th & N. 5th)

828-526-3909

The Highlands Fire & Rescue
log from May 7.

May 7

* At 10:03 p.m. the dept. was first-
responders to a residence in Highlands
Mountain Club.

May 8

* At 2:45 a.m.,, the dept. responded
to a fire alarm at a residence on Lower
Brushy Face Road.

* At 4:49 p.m,, the dept. responded
to a structure fire caused by a piece of

clothing on a heater at a residence on
Highlands View Road.

May 9

* At 8:36 a.m,, the dept. was first-
responders to Bob Zahner Road.

* At 401 p.m,, the dept. responded
to provide mutual assistance at Cullasaja
Falls.

May 10

* At [1:46 am., a mutual aid call
from Cashiers FD was cancelled en
route.

Black Bear Paving & Construction, Inc.
6456 SylvA Road, Franklin, NC 28734
(828) 349-3390 = NC Contractors # 75898

Paving'& Resurfacing « Chip & Seal

ting « Backhoe « Land

Grading & Road Repair
Rock & Gravel Hauling « Sewer & Water

RctammgWalls-Sealcoating&Stdphg

COREY JAMES GALLERY
& Estate Consignments

Yard Art Open
for outsnde plckup & delivery

(828) 526-4818
On the corner of 3rd & Spring

MPIHJWIHIOIE:
Y& Life
“"Market

Matural Products Store
Carrying a wide variety of
natural products for your

Mind, Body & Home.

Open Mon.-Sat. 9a to 5:30p

NECTAR[)

Organic Fresh Juices & Smoothies
and Salads “On the Go!”
Open Mon.-Sat. 9a to 5p

526-5999

Located at 680 N. 4th. St., Highlands
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BROPHY & ASSOCIATES
CONSULTING, LLC
Robbin Brophy

| Enrolled Agent [
(828) 558-4300 | M"

We have a special knack for
keeping your taxes on track

* Tax return preparation for small
businesses and individuals

* QuickBooks training and
bookkeeping services

* IRS/State representation

367 Dellwood Rd., Bldg. E, Ste. 3
Waynesville, NC 28786
(828) 558-4300 office * (833) 234-4881 fax
brophytax.com
robbin@brophytax.com

We’ve Moved!

The Highlands Barbershop
is now located in a new,
expanded space
on Oak Street
across from the
K-H Park Plaza.

Open Mon.-Sat.
10a to 5p

(828) 482-9374

(772) 532-0706 Cirino ). Bosco, owner

828-200-9217

Fully Insured

estimates@mendozatree.com
www.mendozatree.com

We accept all credit cards

FIREWOOD FOR SALE

Bill Barber

billbarber22@gmail.com
billbarberhomes.com
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'ARNPJZ|Board[Certified b
+/Mental Health

Positive Wellness.

JUST TALK TO ME

| am 74. | am Pain-Free.

Are You? CBD HEALS

VIVA WELLNESS

26-156

110 mins./ $25

FAR INFRARED
AUNAQCAPSULE

HYDROMASSAGE
PA 2CAPSULE

STEVE CONNOR
DRAFTING, INC.

CAD Architectural Drafting + Design

Renovations
Additions

Kitchen remodel
Bath remodel
Electrical layout
Whole house plans

Steve Connor

828-342-2884
SCDraftingl@gmail.com

WHOLE BODY
VIBRATION

5 Cottage Row ¢ U.S. 64 East “

e Interior & Exterior Painting
e Pressure Washing
« House Maintenance
e Drywall Repair
e Deck Repair

Quality Work e Fully Insured

Lupe Gonzales
avpintura@gmail.com
828-332-1539 or 678-873-2927

5 new log cabins
estled in the hemlocks

of Whiteside
Mountain.

800-805-3558 « 828-526-2222

Loma Linda

9 %
% Farm &°
Dog Boarding * Day Care

Pastoral Park
in Home and Leash Free

Lodging in the lap of luxury ?"

(828) 421-7922
Highlands NC
lomalindafarm@gmail.com
www.lomalindafarm.com

NC License #10978

e Grading
e Excavating
* Driveways
* Build sites
¢ Hauling
e Septic Systems

Edwin Wilson
Cell (828) 421-3643
Officelfax (828) 526-4758
wilsongrading@yahoo.com




Ryan M. Bears

Broker

Cell: 803-271-5426
Office: 828-526-8784
Ryan@patallenrealtygroup.com

REALTY GROUP
Pat Allen, Broker in Charge

MORALES
PAINTING

RICARDO MORALES
MORALESPAINTINGANDSERVICES@GMAIL.COM
706.982.9768
828-226.5347

INTERIOR/EXTERIOR PAINTING « LAWN MAINTENANCE
HOUSE MAINTENANCE * QUALITY WORK
FULLY INSURED
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AN DE4

GENERATORS

Residential & Commercial
Sales | Service | Repairs

828.526.9325

Looking for a church home?
Wayfarers Unity Chapel is a non denominational,
inclusive church located at 182 Wayfarer Lane, off

Highway 246 in Dillard, GA, just 1.7 miles from
Highway 441
Social time begins at 9:30 and services
begin at 10 a.m. on Sundays
Visit our website www.wayfarersunity.org
for more information, or call 706-746-3303

CHESTNUT STORAGE
Storage Units Available [ o =
Secure 24 Hour Access
Easy In - Easy Out
Great Rates - Great Terms

Call today to find out why we’re

“Highland’s Premier Facility”
828-482-1045 e

Look for our sign!
10890 Buck Creek Rd. - 1/2 mile off Cashiers Rd near the hospital

Highlands Automotive

Service AAEA, NC
-~ & - Inspection
Station

§

A= 828-787-2360

2851 Cashiers Road * highlandsautomotive.com

- N o - »
W R
e Pl '.M;.,a“:-gﬁ\!f s

American
Upholstery

WE HAVE MOVED TO
105 Ashley Drive » Walhalla, SC 29691
(Same Owners: Morris & Rachel Bible)

Same Phone Numbers:
(864) 638-9661 cell: (864) 710-9106

» Residential or

Commercial

* Over 40 Years
Experience
* Fast and Dependable
* FREE Estimates
* FREE Pick-up and

Delivery
Sample Books Available

.. HIGHLANDS continued
from page 16

now done after store hours.

Harry Bears, owner of The Southern Way said business
was about what he expected.

“The public was very happy about the reopening and
people appeared to be much more at ease than they were in
eatly March,” he said.

When people entered the store, he provided sneeze-
guards and hand-sanitizer which most folks accepted.

“We were constantly wiping down counters, dressing
rooms, doorknobs; and we left doors open for better air
circulation,” said Bears. “We are wearing masks and I'd say
about 50% of customers wore masks.”

Throughout the lockdown, Highlands Smokehouse
has had a busy curb-side, take-out business, but co-owner
Tom Goldacker said inside take-out made for an uptick in
business for sure.

“Business was good this week. There was an increase in
business of about 20 percent. And there are definitely new
faces in town,” he said.

Accommodations and short-term rentals were allowed
to open this weekend, too, with strict operations regard-
ing sanitation including but not limited to, registration and
concierge, point of sale, guest services, public spaces, food
and beverage, housekeeping, occupancy limits, and internal
operations.

Richard Delany, president/managing director of Old
Edwards Hospitality Group said everything went really well
with the soft opening Saturday and Sunday.

OEI booked 10 rooms Friday and about 20 rooms Sat-
urday, which represents 25% capacity — OEI has about 100
rooms throughout its multi-building complex.

As per the strict sanitary requirements, employees wel-
comed guests with masks on but they wore a lanyard with
their picture on it so guests could see their faces, said Delany.

“Guests didn’t mind the masks and all the other things
we are required to do. They said it made them feel safe,” he
said.

Guests were called ahead of check-in so they knew in
advance what was being done regarding COVID-19.

The OEI staff is required to wear masks at all times
and Delany said guests are asked to wear them in all the
public areas.

“The bellmen wear gloves and masks and guests can
choose to let the bellmen take their luggage or they can car-
ry it themselves. Also, if patrons are staying more than one
night, we offer the stay-over service but about 50% said they
would take care of their rooms themselves,” said Delany.

Necessarily, other changes were implemented through-
out the complex.

“We used to offer a glass of champagne upon check-
in but since we can’t do that now, we provided a bottle of
champagne in their room. Also, since our amenities aren’t
open, we hosted hikes around town while keeping to the
10-person limit to feature Highlands’ natural amenities.
The pool isn’t open, but we offered outdoor fitness classes
around the pool that went over really well. Weather per-
mitting, we soon hope to offer movies on the lawn at The
Lodge since theaters aren’t allowed to open yet.”

o See HIGHLANDS page 22
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FOR SALE

E-Z UP 10XI10VENDORTENT with
sidewalls & weights. Excellent condition. $170.
828-526-1031 (st, 1/30)

FIREWOOD FOR SALE. Call or text
Matt at 706-239-0880. (st. 9/26)

WANTED

FULL HOUSE GALLERY in Highlands
Plaza is now open and accepting CONSIGN-
MENT FURNITURE. Please call or text Susan
at 828-526-6004. (st. 3/19)

COMIC BOOKS - Buy / Sell. Call Bob
@ 302-530-1109 (6/4)

TO RENT: MATURE PROFES-
SIONAL WITH INDOOR CAT SEEKS
REASONABLE 2BR HOME TO RENT.
Solid references. Call or text 828-200-1611
(st. 1/30)

WANTED TO BUY: US & Foreign
COINS, free appraisals, call Dan at 828-421-
1616.(3/26)

HARLEY DAVIDSON MOTOR-
CYCLE MEMORABILIA. Call Sandra La
Jeunesse at 828-371-2214.

HELP WANTED

SEASONAL EMPLOYMENT IN
HIGHLANDS FALLS COMMUNITY
ASSOCIATION Maintenance Department
wanted. Please Call 828-526-2203 or 828-
200-9763. (st. 4/23)

PART-TIME MARKETING ADMIN-
ISTRATIVE AND PRINT PRODUC-
TION POSITION - 25 hours per week
Marketing administrative and production
assistant needed to oversee invoice coding
and tracking and bookkeeping; manage in-
house print production and inventory of all
marketing collateral and external print or-
dering and vendor relationships; distribute
collateral around OIld Edwards properties
and in town; lay out banquet menu cards for

the special events department; and other ad-
ministrative duties. Skill requirements include
Excel proficiency; Microsoft Word and Out-
look, knowledge of print production and print
industry terminology, print-ready specs, paper
types, color processes; experience in hands-on
print production of materials such as brochures
and newsletters, some experience in InDesign.
More extensive experience in layout and design
a plus and could be considered for a full-time
position. Must be a stickler for high quality and
details, work extremely well as part of a close-
knit team and bring a consistently positive atti-
tude, trustworthiness and integrity. References
required. Apply online at www.oldedwardsinn.
com

JOIN OUR TEAM!! Nectar Juice Bar
(located inside Whole Life Market) is now hir-
ing! Are you looking for a fun, healthy-minded
individual looking for full-time, year-round
work? Experience is not necessary, but kitchen
or barista skills a plus. Competitive pay! Apply
at Whole Life Market, 680 N. 4th St., Highlands.

POSITIONSAVAILABLEAT CHEST
NUT HILLASSISTED LIVING - MedTechs
and CNAs. Call 828-526-8400. (st. 2/13)

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH HIGH-
LANDS needs nursery help on Wednesday
nights; 1-2 hours; $15 per hour; background
check and interview required; must be at least
16 years old. (st. 2/13)

RANDEVU now hiring line cook. Call
828-743-0190. (st. 2/27)

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES
AVAILABLE AT HIGHLANDS SMOKE-
HOUSE. Hiring line cooks, Commitment to
excellence in food quality and guest service.
We are proud of the products and service we
provide, we create experiences not just sell food.
Offering defined, sane schedules and healthy
work environment allowing for a balanced life.

.HIGHLANDS continued from page 21

Early on, OEI decided not to open
their Four65 bistro or Madison’s Restaurant
to curbside takeout but once inside takeout
was permitted, and accommodations were
allowed to open they jumped on board.

“This weekend we had a lot of to-go
orders from locals and from guests. We
had menus printed on brown paper bags
to adjust and come up with fun ways to do
things. Meals were left outside rooms for
guests who ordered in from Four65 and
Madison’s.”

Delany said right now OEI is in a
holding pattern waiting for Phase 2 to
begin — hopefully May 22 — and they will
open with whatever restrictions are put
into place.

Delany said future bookings look re-
ally good and strong and hopefully in June

all their employees will be back.

“We are so close to millions of people
who will have cancelled their flights to other
countries or places but will drive 3-4 hours to
get to us,” he said. “They will adjust, and they
are still going to go on vacation. The High-
lands Cashiers plateau is a natural attraction
for a driving destination.”

Meanwhile, since Old Edwards Hos-
pitality Group has been closed, all full- and
part-time employees have been paid.

“We have continued to pay all our em-
ployees and will continue to do so as long
as they agree to come back to work when
called,” said Delany. “We expect to have 80%
to 90% of our employees back to work by
the beginning of June.”

— Kim Lewicki

* CI ASSIFIEDS ®

Very cooperative pay. Food service experience
preferred. Tobacco free workplace. Contact us
at Smokehouserecruiting@gmail.com (st. 5/2)

SALES ASSOCIATE HIGH END
RETAIL CLOTHING STORE IN HIGH-
LANDS AND CASHIERS, NC. Full time,
part time and seasonal. Inquire to 828-200-0928.
(st. 3/38)

SERVICES

CAREGIVER SERVICES - Experi-
enced, Caring, Compassionate, Punctual, and
Trustworthy.Available to assist with your needs:
Different stages of Dementia, fall risks, first-aid,
will prepare meals, medicine management, doc-
tors’ appointments, errands, light housekeeping,
and | like pets. My hours are flexible, and | have
had several clients in Highlands. References
provided upon request. Also, | have been, and
continue to be“Fever Free” Looking forward to
speaking with you, Cathy (727) 215-4195.( 5/7)

HIGHLANDS-CASHIERS HANDY-

REAL ESTATE FOR SALE

5 LOTS. 3.22 ACRES. Borders NSFS.
VIEWS. Well, septics, utilities, roads installed.
PRIVATE. Multiple exit/entry. 2/2 residence.
186,000 asking.828.482.2050.

38.92 ACRES IN GATED COM-
MUNITY IN HIGHLANDS. Small private
development with paved streets, community
water, community lake and pavilion, under-
ground power and street lights. Gentle building
sites with mountain views and streams at over
4,100’ in elevation. Borders USFS. Offered for
$599,000 and MLS #88028. Call Cathy Garren
at Highlands Sotheby’s International Realty at
828-226-5870. (1/2/2020)

ATTENTION BUSINESSOWN-
ERS: Looking for employee housing? We've
got several options! Close to town and afford-
able! Call Christal at White Oak Realty Group.
828-200-9699. (st. 9/19)

SIX ACRES ON BUCK CREEK

MAN: Repairs, remodeling, painting, pressure
washing, minor plumbing and electric, decks and
additions. Free Estimates. Insured. Call 828-200-
4071.(6/11))

HIGHLANDS HANDI-MAN - Can fix
anything inside or out. Carpentry, Interior and
exterior painting, pressure washing, lawn care,
hauling. and will monitor house during winter.
Free Estimates. References. Call Tony. 828-200-
5770 or 828-482-0159. (st. 3/26)

GUTTER CLEANING, METAL
ROOF & FABRICATON roof repairs, chim-
ney flashing, debris removal, pressure washing.
Call 371-1103. (st. 6/27)

HIGH COUNTRY PHOTO/KEVIN

ROAD behind Highlands-Cashiers Hospital.
Sign on property. 843-460-8015. (st. 5/30)

2/2 CLAYTON HOME IN LOW-
ER CLEAR CREEK. I+acre,Private.
View.|18,000.706.782.9728 (st. 9/5)

1.21 ACRES FOR SALE BY OWN-
ER - OTTO, NC - $28,000. Lot 12 Quail
Haven Road. Otto, NC. Price not firm ...open
for negotiation. Please email if interested to
ddmarsh | 5@aol.com or call/text to 239-980-
0531. Please leave a message. (st. 7/20)

RESIDENTIAL RENTALS

HIGHLANDS HOME AND EX-
PENSES. Call Sonja. 828-487-0363. (st. 4/30)

2 HOMES - Beautiful log home 3

VINSON: scanning photos, slides & negatives to
CD or DVD for easier viewing.Video transfer to
DVD. Everything done in house. Leave message
at 828-526-5208. (st. 4/25)

bedrooms, 3 baths. Lovely golf course home 3
bedrooms, 2 baths. Both fully furnished homes
short/long term rentals. Franklin.828-342-3135
(st.4/9)

..LOANS continued from page 8

Jenkins explained that the county could
work with Mountain Bizworks or even the
Sequoyah Fund to establish what will basi-
cally function as a trust fund for businesses.
Whichever agency the county partnered
with would be responsible for the applica-
tion process and would handle the distribu-
tion and collections.

Commissioner Jim Tate expressed
concerns about the county getting into the
banking business and requested additional
information about the legalities and the pro-
cess the county would pursue.

“What we are talking about is the defi-
nition of economic development, and if we
can’t do this now, then we might as well not
have an economic development program,”

said Beale.

Commissioner Paul Higdon noted
that the hardworking business community
doesn’t want a handout, they just want to
get back to work.

“The best thing we can do for these
business owners is to let them open back
up,” said Higdon.

Commissioner Beale agreed but said
that isn’t up to the county and is a decision
that has to be made on the state level.

Commissioners directed Jenkins to get
additional information about a proposed
COVID19 relief fund and present a plan
at the June meeting of the Macon County
Board of Commissioners for official con-
sideration.
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SILVER EAGLE

Native American Jewelry
Crystal & Gem Gallery

“Highlands is calling
and I must go.”
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& Vacation Hentals

Coqutry Club Properties

Highlands
S_pt]_mby’s

o S

401 N 5th St., Highlands

INAL REALTY

“Your local hometown
Real Estate professionals.”
3 Offices 828-526-2520
www.CCPHighlandsNC.com

e |

828-526-3717

www.highlandsiscalling.com

Suzanne McDavid
Broker

349 Main Street, Highlands, NC
828.526.5190 silvereaglegallery.com

LHS.
BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY
Homse Servioes
Meadows Mountain Realty
Mitzi Rauers, Broker
404-218-9123

| mitzi@meadowsmtnrealty.com
meadowsmountainrealty.com
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Advertisers - They
Make It All Possible

Top 12%
of
Brokers
in 2019

Sotheby's
Is the top
firmin
Highlands
since 2013

Andrea Gabbard

¢ 828.200.6742
0 828.526.8300

AndreaGabbard@gmail.com

Highlands
Sotheby’s

INTERNATIONAL REALTY

Sotheby’s

INTERMATIONAL REALTY

Highlands

114 N. 4th Street * Highlands, NC

“Local Experz‘ise. Global Connections.”

office: 828.526.8300 * cell: 828.337.0706

Sheryl Wilson  sheryl.wilson@sothebysrealty.com * highlandssir.com

Available

email
highlandseditor@aol.com

PAM NELLIS
BROKER

CELL: B28-FA7-189%
FARMELA,NELLISEYAHCGO OO

5 LANDMARK

HIGHLANDS OFFICE
238 MAN STRENT - 015-324-4043




BROKERS: Pat Allen

Kurt Barbee John Morris Broker-in-charge
828-545-7272 770-401-3386 Cell: 828-200-9179
IR Julie Osborn o5 Gatallenrealtygroup.com

803-271-5426 828-200-6165

Darlene Conley  CyTimmons Office: 828-526-8784

404-427-2448 828-200-9762 295 Dillard Road
Christy Harris  Steve Sheppard Highlands, NC 28741
404-229-8737 404-219-1349
Rick Harrison Sheila Welch S COMPARIES
404_906_5 | |3 828-342-0695 ,&@ o' THE WORLD®
Sam McPherson

678-378-5413 B
Top Producers for 15 Years Highlands ‘T’.G._t.h?b:’.ﬁs

Zut Allen

REALTY GROUP
o Not the Biggest ... Just the Best!

www.patallenrealtygroup.com

:% DAVID

B Q ( K Jody Lovell » 828.226.6303

o #1 Broker Highlands/

Cashiers MLS 2001-2019
B u l L D E R S o #1 Broker North Carolina

2016/2017
e Top 2 Broker North Caroli
WWW. BockBullders com 828-526-2240 018 por Real Trends

WHITE @AK &

REALTY
Pat Gleeson 125 South 4th Street, Highlands * (828) 526-8118 Bee Glees;)n

Owner, BIC www.WhiteOakRG.com Broker Associate
828-782-0472 404-307-1415

Investing in sze - On a Whole New Level

Susie deVille Chrls Duffy Christal Green
Broker Associate Broker Associate Broker Associate  Broker Assoc./Office Admin.
828-371-2079 828-526-6383 828-526-6763 828-200-9699

PAM NELLIS
BROKER

CELL: B28-787-18%5
PAMELA-MELLISEYAHOO.CO

HtEHLAHIH QFFIGE
74 MATN STREET & 87 S8 4483

Please call for
updated
re-opening hours

WILD THYME GOURMET

Open Year-Round « 6 days a week
343-D Main Street. « 526-4035

C WWOLFGANG 3
RESTAIURANT & WINE BISTRC

Closed Wednesday & Sunday night Stay well and be
' “ ik Open safe!
for We look forward to

inside seeing you soon!
Take-out
1 11a-8p

www.wildthymegourmet.com

474 Main Street
828.526.3807 | wolfgangs.net

@...on the Verandah
Restaurant
on Lake Sequoyah
828-526-2338
Open for
Curbside pickup &
limited delivery
Fri. and Sat.
4-8p

www.ontheverandah.com

MCCULLEYS’S

CASHMERE

Scotland’s Best Knitwear

Open 7 days a week

526-4407
242 S. 4th St. & Pop up

on Main Street @




