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COVID-19 county alert system in effect

On Tuesday Gov. Roy
Cooper warned North
Carolinians that the unfettered
spread of COVID-19 could
result in snapping back statewide

Board of
Ed member
Goldsmith

resigns

New member to be
appointed Nov. 30

will be alerted of their current
COVID-19 predicament:

* Yellow: Significant Commu-
nity Spread;

restrictions on businesses, but for
now endorsed the idea of a more
regional approach.

By wusing a color-coded

map all 100 counties in the state

eSee COVID page 17

By Brittney Lofthouse
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Highlands hybrid
holiday lineup

The town’s ice-skating rink at K-H Park on Pine Street opens today,
Now. 19 from 1-8 p.m.

It’s typically open Thursdays-Sundays but will be open the Wednes-
day of Thanksgiving week, too.

Reservations for 1 %2 hour slots are required at icerink.recdesk.com.
Only 30 people are allowed on the ice at one time.

Macon  County  Board
of Education member Fred
Goldsmith announced his
resignation from the board during
Monday night’s board meeting,

Following the
superintendent information
section of the agenda, Goldsmith
announced  his  resignation,
effective immediately due to
personal reasons.

Goldsmith was elected to
the Board of Education in 2014
when he ran for the seat left
vacant by Gary Shields when
Shields ran for commissioner.
Goldsmith was then re-elected to
a second four-year term in 2018.
With two years left on his term,
a replacement will need to be
appointed.

o See BOARD OF ED page 6
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‘Home Furnishing Center’
Open
Mon. — Sat. ¢ 9a-5p
Last Sunday Nov. 29
noon to Sp
2089 Highway 106
828-526-5577
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ince last week, town bucket trucs have been sen over town hoisting
town workers to the highest heights to string lights to be ready for the
town’s annual “Lighting of the Town” the Saturday after Thanksgiving.

The folks at the Chamber of
Commerce have been working with
town staff to come up with a way
to orchestrate holiday festivities
during the COVID pandemic.

Though events planned for
the Saturday after Thanksgiving
and the first Saturday in December

On Monday, November
16, plans for a new sustainable
community, Cashiers Hillside,
were presented to the Cashiers
Community Planning Council.
The Cashiers Hillside project,
led by Macauley Investments,
will be located on the southeast

POWER OF THE BRAND

70+ $23K+
Countries&  Sales
Territories Associates

Highlands | Sotheby’s

INTERMATIOMNAL REALTY

— Photo by Kim Lewicki

$114B
Annual
Sales

114 I, ik Sereet | Highlands, NC

will not be like events of the recent
past, they will be memorable just
the same.

Dubbed “Light up the Park,”
the lights and wreaths being
strung up hung up all over town,
will turn on at 6 p.m. Before six,

o See HOLIDAY page 17

Proposed ‘Cashiers Hillside’
community

Cashiers Planning Council wants more info prior to approval

is unveiled

corner of the US 64/NC
107 intersection at Cashiers
Crossroads near the Village

Green. Cashiers Hillside will be
a 57-acre, mixed-use destination,
offering year-round residential,
hospitality, retail, entertainment

o See CASHIERS page 15

M°CULLEY’S

The largest selection of
Scottish cashmere in
the U.S.A.

In Highlands
242 S. 4th St.* 526-4407
and
In Cashiers
24B Canoe Point * 743-5515
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 MAYOR ON DUTYe

Decision on broadband partner is near

onight is the November
meeting of the
Highlands Town Board

of Commissioners. It begins
at 7 pm by way of Zoom. The
Zoom information is on the
town website for those who
would like to join. I had hoped
that the town would be back
to in-person meetings by now,
but with the impending surge
in COVID, we have opted for
caution.

I was downtown this past
weekend and was very pleased to see how
many folks were wearing masks. At this
point, the best we all can do is to wear
masks in public, socially distance and wash
our hands frequently. I am very optimistic
that a vaccine will be available before the
next Highlands’ season. I will take the
vaccine when it is appropriate for me to
do so.

Tonight’s meeting has a full agenda.
First up will be the presentation of the
2019-2020 town audit by Martin, Starnes
and Associates. The audit has also been sent
to the North Carolina Local Government
Commission for a standard review.

Highlands Mayor
Patrick Taylor
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letters-to-the-editor. No anonymous letters
will be accepted. Views expressed are not
necessarily those of Highlands Newspaper.

Also on the agenda, is a
proposed ordinance amendment
that I touched on in this column
last week. I wrote about a bear-
resistant toter that had been
overfilled to where the lid could
notbe closed, therefore rendering
the container nonfunctional. The
amendment to the ordinance will
require toters to be completely
closed and latched.

The board will also get
an update from Kay McHan,
the director of the Highlands
Chamber of Commerce, concerning plans
for a modified Christmas Parade. It will
not be the same as in the past, just as the
Highlands Town Lighting on the weekend
after Thanksgiving will be modified.

There are two closed session items
on the agenda. First, Kevin O’Donnell our
electric utility consultant will brief the board
on a proposed Duke Energy settlement
that involves a number of small municipal
electric utilities who purchase electricity
wholesale from Duke.

The board will also go into closed
session to discuss the selection of a
company that will lease the dark fiber on
the Highlands Smart Cities Fiber Network.
Two companies are under consideration,
BalsamWest and Hotwire. Representatives
of these companies were interviewed
by the board two weeks ago. Since then
we have been in a due diligence phase to
review both company’s financial status and
to check references. Under nondisclosutre
agreements, our town attorney and
designated staff have examined each
company’s financials. They will report to
the board. Our town manager has contacted
references and other communities that have
used these companies’ services. He, too, will
make a report.

I anticipate the board selecting a
company on Thursday night, or very shortly
thereafter. The next step would be for the
town to enter a phase of developing a formal
contact with that company to operate the
network which would also involve them
building the underground section of the
network as soon as possible.

It is time for the town to move forward
with the Smart Cities Fiber Network Project
without undue delay.
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Plenty of sunshine Mild with plenty

of sunshine
RealFeel®
High: 71° Low: 31°

Mostly sunny and warm Mostiy cloudy and milg

RealFeel®
High: 69° Low: 34°

RealFeel®
High: 4° Low: 37°

RealFeel®
High: 84° Lovr. 29°

For Real-time Weather and the Extended Forecast,
go to www.highlandsinfo.com and click on Weather
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HIGHLANDER

ROOFING SERVICES ;

New & Re-Roofing Applications Including:
Asphalt * Cedar » Metal * Synthetic Materials.

Showroom: 1511 Highlands Rd. ¢ Franklin ¢ O: 828-524-7773
info@highlandernc.com * www.highlandernc.com
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Glen#Cove

by Old Edwards

Live a life of adventure and wellness in the beautiful Norton area of Cashiers, North Carolina,
with abundant leisure amenities including a wellness center, heated mineral pool,
entertainment barn with golf simulator lounge and 12-hole, par-three golf course.

Call today for a tour. | 828.526.1783 | GlenCovelifestyle.com
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WOLFGANG'S

RESTALIRANT & WINE BISTRO

Taste the difference. Always fresh.

American cuisine with a
Creole twist and a
German flair!

Serving 6 days a week
(Closed Tuesdays)
Bistro 4p
Dining Room 5:30p
Please call for reservations

Gift certificates now online

474 Main Street “\l}
828.526.3807 TT
woltgangz.net | 5%,

8 ) 828-526-4035

WILD IHYME : GOURMET

& MNT

3 T A W

Servmg Lunch and Dinner Year—Round.
Gourmet Foods, Full Service Bar

Town Square at 343-D Main St. ¢ Highlands

Open inside
and
Outside
(Closed Wed. for dinner)

Dinner: 5:30p- until
6 days

e HigHI ANDS AREA DINING DIRECTORY ®
A |

REstauran’®
OPEMN FOR OUR

- 31°T GEAGON

Tues. - Sat.
Dinner starts at

'Take out & curbside

delivery, too
531 SMALLWOOD AVE | 828-526-9419

LOCGC CABIN
dighlanda, NC

CASUAL DINING IN A

HISTORIC 1924 LLOG CABIN
MENTUS PRINTED DAILY

Dinner Nightly S:00 PM
Monday- Saturday

Lunch 12:00 PM - 2:30 PM
Tuesday - Saturday

Join us for
Lunch & Dinner

130 Log Cabin Lane
828-526-5777

a?m ftouse

Japanese ¢ Asian® Thai Cuisine
en Daily except Wednesda
Temporary Hours
12-9p
Open for Take-out ONLY
Please order ahead

In-town delivery available
(min. delivery order $50)

828-787-1680 or 828-787-1900

I51 Helen’s Barn Avenue

o r
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Full Lunch Menu
| Stocked Deli Case
| Heat & Eat Dinners
Catering

470 Oak St adjacent to the Park in Downtown Highlands

@ 828-526-8847 K3
WeCaterHighlands.com
Restaurant

on Lake Sequoyah

www.ontheverandah.com
US 64 west » Highlands

...on the Verandah

Open 4p-8p
7 days a week
Inside,

& Take-out

828- ) 26- 233 8
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Now open!
We look forward to serving you.
Please call for reservations!

) s
S wrodetti
828.526.4906
www.paolettis.com

Main Street Highlands Since 1984

Let Dusty’s Prepare Your
Thanksgiving Sides and Desserts!!!!

Heat to Serve Homemade Sides Serves 4-6
Yellow Squash Casserole
Sweet Potato Casserole
Broccoli Casserole
Roasted Fall Vegetables

(Brusscls sprouts. Buttemut squash. Cranberrics. Pecans)
Green Bean Casserole
Holiday Dressing
Family Favorite Potato Casserole
Yukon Mashed Potatoes
Turkey Gravy
Homemade Rolls
Cranberry Sauce
Made from Scratch Homemade Desserts
*Pumpkin Pie *Apple Pie *Pecan Pie *Buttermilk Pie *
*Chocolate Buttermilk Pie *
*Chocolate Bourbon Pecan Pie*
*Coconut Cake* Carrot Cake*

Onden youn ‘Freshs A Tintunal Ready te (oo
Dundseye! 1!
Place your orders early!! LIMITED SUPPLY!!
Pickup on Tues. or Wed. Closed Thanksgiving.

(828)-626-2762
(No weekend special - Just Thanksgiving)

Pr—

e THANKS®

Many thanks for the many kind gestures, condolences,
cards, food,etc. in the passing of our Mom(Pearle Rogers
LambertP. We are grateful for everything. She touched
many in her 100+ years of life.

Sincere thanks,
The Rogers Family

Town’s broadband initiative can’t come soon enough!

Dear Editor,

After reading the recent articles and letters pertaining to the town’s efforts to build a state-of-the-art broadband
service for Highlands, I want to express my gratitude and excitement to connect in the near future. I am a longtime
suffering user of the local broadband system and cannot wait for the town’s system to be at my house and business.

Right now, the available internet-cable provider on my end of town has limited programming, speed and sometimes
unreliable performance. Upgrades to their system have only been promised recently and are because of potential
competition from the town’s proposed cutting edge system.

In my view, broadband service to rural areas and small communities need government help to make it happen, much
like TVA and the Rural Electrification Administration did for electricity 100 years ago. The private business model cannot
justify long distances and sparse population. Also, the Covid-19 era has increased the need as many students must go to
public buildings to find hot spots for their on-line learning,

Lastly, thank you to Mayor Taylor, Town Manager Josh Ward, and the four Town Board members who support this
difficult effort — Commissioners Donnie Calloway, John Dotson, Amy Patterson, and Brian Stiehler.

The complex regulations and changing political hurdles are evidently enormous. Nothing else can benefit our local
economy and our quality of life as much as high-tech internet. Hurry and go Highlands.

Hank Ross
Highlands

County approves Hazard Pay for all county employees

By Brittney Lofthouse

With funding from the federal government and higher
than expected sales tax revenue collections, Macon County
Manager Derek Roland asked the Board of Commissioners
last week to approve Hazard Pay Bonuses to all county
employees who have worked through the COVID19
Pandemic.

“We always talk about the employees in this organization
and how they are great at providing essential services to
the folks of Macon County,” said Roland. “Duting all this
time, it has never been more truthful and has never become
more evident to me personally than it has during the past
eight months as Macon County, our State, and Nation
have continued to deal with the COVID19 Pandemic. As
Macon County Manager, I can assure you that there is no
department in this organization that has been spared from
the challenges and the challenging times that have been
brought about by Covid-19.”

Roland asked Commissioners to consider providing all
full-time employees with Macon County with a $750 bonus
and part-time employees with $150 bonus, to show their
appreciation for working during the pandemic. The criteria
to determine the Holiday bonuses provided by the county is
the same criteria used to determine eligibility for the hazard
pay bonus.

Roland said it would cost less than $400,000 to provide
all eligible employees with the bonus, but the funds to do
it would come at no added expenses to county taxpayers.
Macon County received federal funds for COVID19 related
expenditures which was used to cover payroll expenses
at the Macon County Health Department. That allowed
general operating expenses to be spent elsewhere, which
Roland proposed to be allocated to county employees.

“We would be able to provide the bonuses to employees
with a net-zero impact on the county’s budget,” said Roland.

Roland explained to commissioners that not only
have county employees remained working during the

pandemic, they have seen a significant increase in services.
Commissioner Ronnie Beale, who made the motion to
grant employees the bonus without hesitation, noted that
Macon County is one of the few governments in the
state that did not close down and halt operations duting
the pandemic. Roland agreed and said that some county
governments across the state have yet to continue essential
services that Macon County never stopped offering,

“I've never been more proud to be a part of this
organization and I’'ve never been more proud of the
employees in this organization who is chosen to stand in as
leaders during the most challenging time that this county,
state, or nation has ever faced,” said Roland.

Commission Chairman Jim Tate to show their
appreciation the Town of Highlands recently increased
Christmas bonuses for town employees and reinstated
COLA in the budget.

At the end of June, at the height of the pandemic, the
board wanted to wait to see how finances played out before
agreeing to the COLA expense in the 'Y "20-°21 budget.

Once it was clear that sales tax and real estate were
up, the boatd said it could afford to reinstate COLA in the
budget.

Employees with the town of Franklin did not
receive a Cost of Living Adjustment this year, however
this year will be the first year that employees will receive
a merit-based holiday bonus. The bonus is based on the
evaluation policy approved by the council last year and will
establish individual bonus values to all employees based on
performance.

Commissioner Paul Higdon cast the sole opposing
vote to the hazard pay, stating that when county employees
are hired, they are hired to work in good times and in bad
and they shouldn’t get a bonus for simply doing the jobs
they were hired to do.

“We hire you to perform in good times and bad

e See HAZARD page 8
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Thaaksgiving Sale |
45% to 75% off A
85% off Red Tag

25% off all cleaning and repairs
The name that you have trusted for the last 35 years.

ORIENTAL AUG GALLERY
828-526-5759 <
MAIN STREET = OAK SQUARE IN HIGHLANDS
WWW.SHIRAZRUGGALLERIES.COM

Ouwr eatire inventory of thousands of anbique & conlomporary rugs from
Porsia, China, Pakistam, lndia & Turkey /s now avaitobe,

‘ 828-526-9581 ‘&

411 N. 4TH STREET, HIGHLANDS, NC 28741
OPEN YEAR ROUND TUESDAY-SATURDAY 9-5

Five Year
amuvawSaZ@

15% off of all dog
supplies through the
end of the year!!!

Posh Paws has a wide variety of NutriSource and
PureVita dog food as well as plenty of toys and treats to
suit every dog’s preference. We also carry skin & coat, hip
& joint, general wellness, and dental health supplies.

NGR

Santdi
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Safe Kids Macon County and
the Macon County Sheriff’s Office
have been specially requested by
Santa himself to help out this
Christmas. Santa delivered a big
red mailbox to the Macon County
Sheriff’s Office that will allow kids
to write a letter directly to Santa.

“We know that this year has
been really hard on everyone and
that things are going to be different
this holiday season, so we wanted to
do a little something to help spread
some holiday magic to families
in our community,” said Sheriff
Robert Holland. “Make sure that
you include a return address, so
Santa can send a personalized letter
back to your child.”

With Safe Kids Macon
County and the Macon County
Sheriff’s Office acting as Santa’s
elves, every boy and girl who
writes a letter to Santa and drops
it in Santa’s mailbox located inside
the lobby of the Macon County
Detention Center, will get a special
personalized letter back from
Santa himself!

“Safe Kids Macon County
usually spends the year making
sure children in our community
are safe through things like car
seat checking stations and fire
prevention,” said Safe Kids
Macon County Coordinator Nick
Lofthouse. “We were not able
to do those things this year due

..BOARD of ED continued from page 1

Board of Education Chairman
Jim Breedlove, who just won re-
clection to the board earlier this
month, discussed the timeline and
the process for replacing Coach
Goldsmith on Monday night.
Because the Board of Education
is a non-partisan board, it will be
the responsibility of the board of
education to appoint a replacement.
The last time a member resigned
and a replacement was appointed
was when Stephanie McCall was
appointed in 2009.

On a motion made by
Stephanie McCall and seconded
by Melissa Evans, the Boatd
announced that a Special Called
Meeting will take place on Monday,
November 30th at 9 am to appoint
a replacement for Fred Goldsmith.

Superintendent Dr.  Chris

Baldwin and the Macon County
Board of Education expressed
sincere appreciation to Coach
Goldsmith for his passion for
education as well as the devotion
of time and support given to the
Macon County School System.

Monday night also served as
the last meeting for McCall, who
decided not to seek re-election
this year. McCall was appointed to
represent the Highlands District
on the board in 2009, filling the
seat vacated by Frieda Bennet.
McCall was selected out of a pool
of seven candidates submitted for
consideration.

McCall was honoted for her
time spent on the Macon County
Board of Education on Monday
night with Superintendent Dr.
Chris Baldwin expressing sincere

Mailbox for
Santa letters
now in
lobby of MC
Detention
Center

Pictured are members of
the Macon County Sheriff
Office with Sheriff Robert
Holland

to COVID19, so we wanted to
do something to make sure we
stay involved and active in our
community.”

Sheriff Robert Holland is
encouraging teachers to have
their classes submit letters as
a group and then the class will
receive individual replies sent to
their classroom teacher to have a
fun activity to do together.

The mailbox will be located
inside the Macon County
Detention Center lobby until
December 11. For those unable
to drop off a letter in person,
letter’ can be addressed to Santa
and sent to 1820 Lakeside Drive,
Franklin NC 28734.

appreciation to McCall for her
passion for education as well as
her devotion of time and support
given to the Macon County
School System.

Because McCall did not file
for re-election, Highlander Hilary
Wilkes ran unopposed for the
vacant seatand will join the Macon
County Board of Education on
Monday, December 7, 2020.

Other BOE news

Highlands School English
teacher Ms. Kelly Pia is
transferring to Macon Middle
School to be the interim Science
teacher once her replacement is
hired at Highlands.

Principal Brian Jetter said
it will likely happen during the
second semester.



hyllis  Driver,  better
known to us as Phyllis
Diller, passed away a few

years ago at age 95.

She was a very gifted
comedian and a  gifted
entertainer. She was also a
wonderful mother. She had five
children and they all loved her
dearly.

She got her start as a
guest on the Groucho Marx
TV show. That show launched
her career. She was in 42
movies, entertained
on Broadway (leading
lady on Hello Dolly),
had two different
TV programs, was a
guest over 100 times
on different TV
shows. She was one
of Johnny Carson’s
favorites as well as
Bob Hope and Ed
Sullivan. At one time
she had her own
radio program. She
was a concert pianist.
She appeared as a
piano  soloist with
symphony orchestras
across the country |3
between 1972-1981.
The San Francisco
Examiner called her

a fine concert pianist with a firm touch.
She wrote five best-selling books as well as

Phyllis Diller

Movie

writing stories for Ellery Queens Mystery — past.
Magazine (I remember reading all of Ellery

Queens’s mysteries). She was
a gifted artist. She toured
with Bob Hope entertaining
the US. troops overseas.
Phyllis Diller was a true, loyal
American and role model.

She credits the book
“The Magic of Thinking
Big” by Claude M. Bristol for
giving her the confidence she
needed to move forward as a
stand-up comedian (I know
“The Magic of Thinking Big”
made a positive difference in
my life). She was the
first female stand-up
comedian. Joan Rivers
and Lily Tomlin give
her much credit for
their success. They
both say she was their
role model.

Three of her
many famous one-
liners

“Housework
won’t kill you, but why
take a chance?”

“A smile is a curve
that sets everything
straight”

“Don’t go to
| bed mad; stay up and
fight”

stars and entertainers today

don’t quite seem the same as days in the
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TIME TO PREPARE FOR YO

THANKSGIVING GATHERING

HIGHLANDS
SMOKEHO SE ”
BBQ Y KITCHEN

COMPLETE MEAL serves 6-8:
includes Your Cholice of 3 Sides, Cranberry Relish,
Fresh Rolls & Homemade Dessert

SH SIGNATURE PRIME BEEF BRISKET 5 Ib. $195
SH SMOKED TURKEY BREAST 4-5 |b. $160
SH BRINED & SMOKED TURKEY 12-14 Ib. $160

DISHES A’ LA CARTE serves 6-8 $24:
SMASHED POTATOES
ELOTE CREAMED CORN
SEASONED COLLARDS
SWEET POTATO CASSEROLE
SAVORY CORNBREAD STUFFING
SOUTHERN STYLE GREEN BEANS
CRANBERRY RELISH JALAPENO CHEESE GRITS
PRIME BEEF BRISKET 5lb. $95
SMOKED TURKEY BREAST 4-5|b. $60
BRINED & SMOKED WHOLE TURKEY 12-14 Ib. 560

DESSERTS serves 6-8:
PUMPKIN PIE 518 BANANA PUDDING 518

Lunch
$un., Mon., Thu

2 DON|[EON'S

Sat. @ 11a to 3p

High |

I’m baaaaaack!

With the same menu, low prices, FREE coffee and an older more mellow attitude!
Come by for a visit and enjoy those Appalachian Fries and a fresh Gyro!

We're so grateful to be back HOME in Highlands!”

Salads e Pitas ¢ Burgers ¢ Philly Cheese Steak e Shrimp Pita e Susan’s Rueben e Italian Sausage Chicken Wings
eAppalachian Fries ® Onion Rings Fried Shrimp e Fish n’ Chips ¢ Chicken Fingers and more!

Dinner
Thurs-Saturday
5p to 9p

Dine in or Call in your Order for Pickup! @ 828-200-0388
At the High Dive 476 Carolina Way e Highlands
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Hair ¢ Nails » Waxing ¢ Tanning ¢ Facials
Massages * Eyelash Extensions
Walk-ins Welcome!

Owner/Stylist: Lacy Jane Villardo
Stylists: Heahter Escandon
Maggie Barden, Bri Field, Desiray Schmitt
and Cali Smolarsky
Nail Tech: Jenna Schmitt
Massage Therapist: Brenda Lopez

Upstairs and Across the Walkway at
“Falls on Main” Highlands
Open at 9a Tues.-Sat. * 828-526-3939

ALL ABOUT BOOKS

 INK PENN ®

Another British mystery

ave you read the Cormoran Strike
Hseries by Robert Galbraith aka JK
Rowling? I’'ve been hooked since
book one and just finished book five—
”Troubled Blood.” It’s a whopper of a
book, size-wise, at over 900 pages. When
I opened my library copy, I wondered
whether I'd mistakenly ordered the large
print version, but no, it was the regular
book.
It’s also a whopper of a book in the
story it delivers. It’s not often a mystery stays
with me, and in this case, it wasn’t so much

&
(Cabin (outunre
~ Home Decor
~ Gifts
~ Jewelry

468 Carolina Way
Highlands
(Between N. 4th & N. 5th)

828-526-3909

COREY JAMES GALLERY

& Estate Consignments

Yard Art Open
for outside pickup & delivery

i S, e
(828) 526-4818
On the corner of 3rd & Spring

Andrea Gabbard

ey C 828.200.6742 0 828.526.8300
m AndreaGabbard@gmail.com

Andreaiis top 12%
Real Estate Brokersin 2019.

Highlands Sotheby's International Realty is
the top selling firm in Highlands
since 2013 as per HCMLS Navica.

Whiteside Mountain Road View - MLS #93175 Offered for $1,950,000
3 bedrooms (w/add'l sleeping areas), 4.5 baths, partially furnished
622 Whiteside Mountain Road

Sotheby’s

INTERNATIONAL REALTY

Highlands

the mystery at the heart of the
book as it was the relationships
and family dynamics among the
main characters. One reviewer |
captured my feelings when she
wrote, “Galbraith has created a [
pair of characters who live on &
in your head after the book is [
closed.”

The first line of the
Amazon  description  reads,
“A  breathtaking, labyrinthine
epic, “Troubled Blood” is the
fifth  Strike and -
Robin novel and ;
the most gripping
and satisfying
yet”” 1  agree
wholeheartedly.

In case you've
never picked up
one of  these
novels, here’s a bit
of  background—
all  taken  from
Amazon, so no spoilers.

The description for book one, “The
Cuckoo’s Calling,” introduces the main
character. “After losing his leg to a land
mine in Afghanistan, Cormoran Strike is
barely scraping by as a private investigator.
Strike is down to one client, creditors
are calling, and after a breakup with his
longtime gitlfriend, he’s living in his office.”

By book two, “The Silkworm,” Strike’s
assistant Robin Ellacott begins to take on
a more prominent role, and by the time
fans get to “Troubled Blood,” they’ll be
as involved with Robin as they are with
Cormoran Strike.

When I glanced at the Amazon reviews

series

to see how other readers
felt about the book, I was
surprised to learn that some
had shunned the book because
it was mistakenly described
in some media reports as
some sort of diatribe against
transgenders. I certainly didn’t
get that sense from the book.

I must admit T skimmed
portions of the book that went
overboard, in my opinion, on
astrology. Perhaps it would
have run only to
700 pages without
some of  that
detail. Still, there
are likely plenty
of readers who
will enjoy reading
about astrological

signs and tarot
cards and how
they play into

the investigation.
Oddly enough, after finishing this book in
which Rowling mentions Aleister Crowley,
a British occultist, T heard him referenced
in a BBC murder mystery. I wouldn’t
have taken note of his name if I hadn’t
read “Troubled Blood.” What a strange
coincidence.

T’'ve heard book six is in the works
and can’t wait. If it’s only half as good as
this one, it will be a winner.

* Award-winning author Kathy Manos
Penn is a Georgia resident. Find her cozy
mysteries locally at Books Unlimited in Franklin
and on Amazon. Contact her at inkpenn19@
gmail.com, and follow her on Facebook, www.
facebook.com/ KathyManosPennAuthor/ .

.- HAZARD continued from page 5

times,” said Commissioner Higdon. “I work
with people in the private sector and I’'m not
here to represent the Board of Elections,
or the Sheriff’s Office, or the Board of
Health. T appreciate those boards and those
committees and respect them fighting to
get more money, but the private sector

employees don’t have the same hazard pay
and benefit so county employees shouldn’t.”
Despite saying he appreciated the work
county employees perform, he voted against
providing them with hazard pay. The Board
of Commissioners voted 4-1 to award all
eligible county employees with the bonus.
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By Jack Igelman
Carolina Public Press

If the entire Pisgah and
Nantahala National Forest road
system in Western North Carolina
were uncoiled and arranged in a
single continuous route, it would
stretch from Mount Pisgah to
Mount Shasta in California.

While Forest Service roads
are not a sexy issue, the topic may
be the most meaningful during
the ongoing revision of the
Pisgah and Nantahala national
forests” land management plan,
Jill Gottesman of The Wilderness
Society said.

“It’s one issue that seems
to cross every other issue in the
forest,” she said, whether the
topic is access to recreation and

Wilbanks Smile Center
Dr. Joseph H. Wilbanks, D.D.S.

COMPLETE DENTAL CARE UNDER ONE ROOF
278 East Doyle St.  Toccoa, GA

706-886-9439 ¢ 800-884-9439

Open Monday to Saturday
10am to Spm

The Dry Sink  Main Street  Highlands, NC

You are only 50 miles away from 40 years experiene in
top-notch, high-tech, one-stop dentistry known for its gentle touch.

¢ Dental Implants e Root Canal Therapy
¢ SINGLE VISIT CROWNS!
¢ Orthodontics including Invisalign
¢ Wisdom Teeth Extractions —®
and of course ... — =
» Fillings and Cleanings wiLBANKS SMILE CENTER
(IV Sedation, too) e

www.WilbanksSmileCenter.com

Western NC national forests?

forest-product economy.

iconic sites within the forest,
conservation priorities, timber
production or water quality.

“It all comes down to having
a sustainable road system in the
right places,” she said. “Roads
should be front and center in the
planning process.”

Yet maintaining the 2,320-
mile road system is among
the agency’s most formidable
challenges, and according to
some, the Forest Service must do
mote to reduce its maintenance
backlog before adding more
roads to the system for timber
and restoration projects.

Damage to streams

“Roads are essential, but
they are the greatest contributor
to erosion and sedimentation
in the forest,” said Hugh Irwin,
also of The Wilderness Society,
adding that conservation values
should be a priority in managing
the forests’ road network.

“The large, unmaintainable

road system that we have
highlights the need to look
objectively at slope, stream
crossings, road grade and

determine what risk a road would
have under increased rainfall due
to climate change,” he said.

“The system needs to be
right-sized for what we know is
coming in the future.”

In fact, more rainfall over
the last decade and heavy use in
one of the nation’s most popular
national forests has contributed
to sediment runoff, water
quality issues, access problems
and barriers to aquatic species,
such as native brook trout and
salamanders.

Essential for access

Staff officer Barry Jones of
the National Forests of North
Carolina, who oversees the
transportation network in each of
the four national forests in North
Carolina, said the road system is
the “backbone of mobility and
access” in the forests for millions

of users.

Jones said 868 miles of
the road system is open to the
public during some portion of
the year. The remaining roadways
are decommissioned or used to
manage resources, such as timber
projects or fire control. “Most (of
the public roads) are in really good
shape,” he said. “The structural
integrity of the roads is good.”

The Forest Service
classifies road miles on a scale
of 1to 5.

Level 1 roads are typically
put in storage, while level 5 roads
are open and a€ceprovide a high
degree of comfort.

Jones acknowledged that
roads must be resilient and there
is funding to adapt them to greater
rainfall due to climate change.

According to Jones, in the
Pisgah Ranger District, 2013 was
the wettest year on record. The
second-wettest was 2018. In fact,
five of the 10 wettest years have
been reported within the last
decade.

While the impact of a
changing climate may have an
impact on road quality, the legacy
of the road system on public
lands in Western North Carolina
is also accountable.

An inherited problem

The 18th-century explorer
and botanist William Bartram
famously described the Western
North Carolina landscape as a
“wortld of mountains piled upon
mountains.”

“The rugged landscape of
the region has always been a
challenge to build and maintain
roads,” Irwin said.

“When industrial logging
came to the region in the late
1800s, their primary concern was
access. They didn’t care about
the damage,” he said, referring to
century-old roads and rail beds
that were carved into steep terrain
and along streams to transport
timber.

Can US Forest Service afford to maintain roads needed to manage

Deteriorating forest roads damage ecosystem, limit access essential for forest management and

“Many of those roads
became the legacy of our
road system. It’s a problem we
inherited.”

Road miles were also carved
by the Civilian Conservation
Corps  during the  Great
Depression and in the postwar
era, when the agency focused
on timber production, which
required an expansion of the
road system, Irwin said.

Though some roads are in
good shape, others have been
decommissioned and  slipped
into disrepair.

Can’t afford to fix roads

Indeed, like many other
public land wunits, the four
national  forests in  North
Carolina have a colossal backlog
of repair projects. For the 2019
fiscal year, deferred maintenance
surpassed $45 million.

Jones said the Great
American Outdoors Act,
which Congress passed over
the summer, will “make a huge
difference” in the backlog of
road projects.

The legislation was signed
by President Donald Trump in
August and created the National
Parks and Public Land Legacy
Restoration Fund, which will
provide $9.5 billion over five
years to undertake the massive
pile of deferred maintenance on
public land units in the U.S.

However, according to
attorney Sam Evans of the
Southern Environmental ILaw
Center, the problem is simple:
The Forest Service has more
roads than it can maintain.

His worry is that the draft
forest plan released earlier this
year doesn’t do enough to address
the backlog of maintenance.

According to figures from
the Forest Service provided in
a draft transportation analysis
in 2015, the agency had enough
funding to maintain 12.5% of the

e See USFS page 12



The Rotary Club of Highlands and
Highlands Mountaintop Rotary have
joined forces to bring the community the
Winter Warm Wear project that provides
anyone in need with coats, socks, and
blankets.

Donations are still being accepted,
but Former Rotary Club of Highlands
President and Chair of the WWW project,
Sherry Holt, asks people donating used
items to please wash them first to comply
COVID guidelines.

Donations can be dropped off at the
Highlands Rec Park or to Holt at 16 Holly
Tree Lane.

“We know that it has been a hard year
for everyone, and we just want to help
when we can,” said Holt. “It’s amazing
how this town comes together for
something like this. We have received a lot
of new coats for children.”

This is not the first time the Rotary
clubs in Highlands have collaborated, as
they often work together on projects such
as giving out hot dogs on Halloween. Holt
said both Clubs have similar goals, so it’s
natural they work together.
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Highlands Rotary clubs collaborate to keep families warm this

Pictured are Rotary members accepting donated coats for our upcoming service project
Winter Warm Wear. Photo courtesy of Rotary Club of Highlands.

“We are a club of service, so anytime
we can help each other out we do,a€ said
Holt. a€celn the end we are all working for

Highlands Nature Center Pop Up Shop

Saturday, November 28th | 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.
In front of Highlands Nature Center, 930 Horse Cove Rd

Earlier this year, the Highlands Nature Center completely revamped the
gift shop and added all new merchandise! Unfortunately, COVID-19 hampered
plans to share this enlivened addition with the Highlands community and
visitors. In the spirit of 2€"Small Business Saturday,a€™ the Nature Center
will be hosting a pop up shop for all to come check out the new merchandise
on Saturday, November 28th from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.

Stop by, help support the Nature Center, and make a dentin your Christmas
shopping list. The new gift shop merchandise will be set up outdoors in front
of the Nature Center, 930 Horse Cove Rd.

Available products include a wonderful collection of books, board games,
puzzles, and finger puppets for kids as well as coffee mugs, kitchen towels,
canvas totes, books, and hats for adults.

Quantities are limited so come eatly! Please wear a mask and maintain
social distancing while you browse. For more info, please call (828) 526-2623.

The Highlands Nature Center is part of the Highlands Biological Station,
a multi-campus center of WCU.

the same thing, to make a difference in our
community.”

The Highlands Emergency Council’s (H.E.C.) raffle drawing
will be held on Nov. 27 at 2:30 pm.
It’s not too late to get tickets!
Stop by the Highlands Emergency Council from 10 am to 2 pm
... on Poplar Street (next to Wilson Gas), before it is too late.

PLEASE ORDER
Your Turkey
NOW!

Mary’s Free-Range &
Organic Turkeys
Juicy, Plump & Delicious!
Raised Fresh by the
Pitman Family since 1954

* 4x the Living Area Than

Commercial “free-range” Turkeys

* Only Fed a High Quality

Vegetarian-Based
High Protein Diet

* NEVER Fed Animal

By-products OR
Given any Antibiotics
* No Preservatives, Additives or
Hormones
* Always Gluten-free

PRE-ORDER TODAY!
828-526-5999

or email your order to
wholelife@frontier.com

Store Hours:
Mon-Sat. ¢ 10a to 5:30p
On the corner of Foreman road
and the Cashiers Road
in Highlands
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..USFS continued from page 10

road system in Pisgah National
Forest and 14% in Nantahala.

In 2015, the SELC
commissioned a survey of closed
roads to determine if they were
adequately maintained to protect
aquatic ecosystem integrity. The
survey studied roads in tracts of
land in portions of the forest
that are relatively undeveloped
with gated, dead-end roads due
to low use.

The results,
were sobering,

Inall,thegroupsurveyed 322
stteam and road intersections.
Among them, 40% were in
violation of “forest practice
guidelines” because of erosion
at the crossing or sediment
delivered into the stream. The
inspectors also determined that
aquatic organism passage was
poor and crossings of smaller
streams with pipe culverts were
not adequate for small fish and
salamanders.

Despite their conclusions,
Evans said, the information in
the survey did not inform the
draft plan.

“We sent the report to the
Forest Service, mentioned it
in public comments and had
meetings to explain it, but the
(plan) spends only seven pages
discussing the road system,” said
Evans, adding that there are no
plan components that would
reduce road mileage or increase
maintenance levels to ensure
the system can be adequately
maintained.

He said the proposed
forest plan fails to “right-
size” the road system to match
funding expectations. In fact,
he anticipates that the road
system will expand to meet the
proposed forest plan’s timber
harvest and timber restoration
objectives.

In the proposed forest
plan, which was presented to the
public in February, the agency
developed a tiered approach to
land stewardship. Tier 1 goals
identify activities and objectives
that are within the agency’s
budget and capacity. Tier 2

said Evans,

goals outline what the agency
can accomplish with the help of
pattners.

For example, a tier 1 goal aims
to maintain 280 miles of roads
annually. The tier 2 goal would
reduce the road maintenance
backlog by 10% annually.

Although the tier 2 goal
reduces the backlog, Evans said
the tier 1 benchmark should be
more ambitious in addressing the
backlog and represents the status
quo.

The Nantahala-Pisgah
Forest ~ Partnership  is a
collaborative group that provided
comprehensive feedback to the
Forest Service on the proposed
plan, suggested that the tier 1
objective should reduce the road
maintenance backlog by 25% and
increase the tier 2 objective to
reduce the backlog by 50%.

Currently, the agency uses
a management process to set
priorities, plan, budget, monitor
and evaluate the condition of
roads.

Jones of the USFES said
contractors are employed on
a rotating cycle to repair and
maintain roads, and the Forest
Service uses a database to track
conditions. Each road, he said, is
on a regular inspection cycle.

The Forest Service, Jones
told Carolina Public Press, will
complete a “travel analysis report”

within three years of approval
of the forest’s land management
plan. The management plan is
expected to be finalized in late
2021.

The travel analysis is intended
to identify a “ceminimum road
system” that can be maintained
within the agency’s anticipated
budget and resource objectives.
The process is intended to inform
the Forest Service on altering road
management objectives, which
roads to add or decommission
and future maintenance
responsibilities.

Evans said Pisgah and
Nantahala are the only national
forests in the U.S. yet to complete
a travel analysis report. In 2015,
the agency tabled the analysis to
focus resources on the forest plan
revision that began in 2012.

“The Forest Service dove
headfirst into planning and based
its management objectives on the
road system we currently have
rather than the road system we
should have,” Evans said. “This
effectively locks in a future road
system that will not be financially
sustainable to maintain.”

Promising partnerships

In the future, however, the
Forest Service will rely on other
sources of funds and expertise to
address road maintenance. One
promising partnership is with
Trout Unlimited.

TU cold water conserva-
tion manager Andy Brown has

Heavy equipment performs work on bridge in the national forests. Photo
courtesy of Trout Unlimited

trained several dozen volunteers
to survey streams and road inter-
sections in the national forests
to identify places where roads
are eroding, where there is sig-
nificant sedimentation or where
culverts to allow streams to flow
underneath roads have failed.

Obstructed culverts can
create a substantial barrier to
species that migrate to breeding
grounds or to higher-elevation
streams seeking a cooler climate,
for example.

TU has focused efforts on
two large landscapes, Sky Island
in Pisgah National Forest, which
includes watersheds southwest of
Asheville, and the Wilson Creek
Wild and Scenic River watershed
near Morganton.

Brown said heavy rains
can burden metal or concrete
culverts with fallen tree limbs,
gravel, sand and other debris.

“Trout and salamanders
need to move through the stream
system to access higher-elevation
headwater streams to spawn, to
escape hot summers and to hide
from predators,” he said. “The
more places you can get to hide,
the better off you’ll be. The more
habitat you have, the greater your
ability for native and wild trout to
thrive and grow to a healthy size
and population.”

TU, with other partners,
has funded the design and
replacement of culverts with a
bottomless arch structure that
allows streams to flow through
and provide a wider path for
organisms and debris, such as
branches from dead hemlocks,
to pass during heavy rains.
The bottomless structures are
designed to last 50-75 years and
are more durable than traditional
culvert structures.

“For native brook trout this
is critical and urgent,” he said.

Since the project began in
2014, the partnership has com-
pleted 13 culvert replacement
projects. In all, the Forest Service
has contributed $1.25 million,
and TU has raised $1.2 million.

Closed roads limit access

Of course, a well-main-
tained road system is also vital
for human transportation.

Graham County economic

development director Sophia
Paulos said access to places
within ~ Nantahala  National

Forest is a significant concern
among residents in the rural
southwestern county.

“When roads are closed
because of lack of funding or
maintenance, it denies people
access to places they remember
going to as kids — bear-hunting
spots, fishing streams deep in
the woods and old homesites,”
she said.

“When they are denied
access because a road isn’t
maintained, it’s disheartening

and is the ultimate example of
people’s frustration with the
agency.”

She also said the local
search-and-rescue  departments
are responsible for evacuating
injured users or to find lost
hikers.

“When roads are closed,
we can’t get to them,” she said.
“What’s more frustrating than
that?”

Roads also provide access to
timber harvesting for economic
extraction or for ecological
restoration. Though the timber
industry is diminished in scale,
it’s still a meaningful part of the
rural Western North Carolina
economy.

The forest  products
industry in the North Carolina
mountains contributed over $3.4
billion to the state economy in
2018, according to N.C. State
University’s extension service.

For timber companies,
restoring or building new roads
adds significantly to the cost of
cutting lumber.

“In places where there is a
poor network of roads, the deliv-
ered price of timber isn’t enough
to justify bidding on a project,”
said Rob Elliot, the western vice
president of the N.C. Forestry
Association, a nonprofit organi-
zation.

“We acknowledge that the
USEFS is underfunded, and the
current budget is not enough to
support maintenance.”

While conservation groups,

e See USFS page 13



Highlands
hosts Summit
for preseason
cross country

scrimmage

By Brian O’Shea
Plateau Daily News

Long-distance runners from
Highlands and Summit Charter
schools laced up their sneakets for
a preseason Cross country scrim-
mage on Saturday in Highlands.

Highlands boys and girls
teams ended up taking first place
running the approx. two-mile
course with the fastest race times.

Highlands Coach Derek Tay-
lor said a scrimmage is not an of-
ficial meet, but a warmup for the
conference opener that took place
yesterday at Swain.

Summit Coach Gretchen
Kapity said they were missing a
chunk of their team on Saturday
with three boys and one gitl who
could not attend. For the Summit
gitls who did attend, it was their
first time competing in a cross
country race and Kapity said they
did a great job.

“We have a great, young team
this year,” said Kapity. “I am excit-
ed that we get to run at all and am
already looking forward to track in
the spring!”

This yeat’s cross country sea-
son began about three months
later than usual because of CO-
VID-19 restrictions.

Teams could not officially
begin practicing until Now. 4; and
coaches, athletes, support staff,
and media all must adhere to
clearly defined guidelines from
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Highlands Junior Varsity Volleyball Team. Front row from left are Ezra Bran-
ham, MacKenzie Woods, Karmen Jenkins, Ashlynn Wilson, and Abigail Nich-
ols. Back row from left are Allie Buck, Olivia Cole,Abbie Doerter, Caroline
Woods, Caitlin Tingen, and Anne-Marie Moore.
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Highlands Varsity Volleyball Team. Front row from left are Taylor Robinson,
Brandy Zagal, Reese Schmitt, Alyson Dayton, and Tessa Wisniewski. Back
row from left are Ella Crook, Bailey Schmitt, Anne-Marie Moore, Emma
Minton, Julia May Schmitt, and Haley Small.

the North Carolina High School
Athletic Association in order to
participate.

Kapity said the 2020 season

..USFS continued from page 12

such as Trout Unlimited, play a
critical role in the stewardship
of roads and their environmen-
tal impact, so too does the lum-
ber industry.

“In general, the industry
wants the same thing as other
national forest stakeholders: an
efficient and well-maintained
road network that allows for
(cost-effective) timber harvests
and forest restoration projects

without negative impacts to wa-
ter quality and the soil,” he said.

“We want good, sustainable
forest management to occut,
whether that involves reopen-
ing closed roads or creating new
ones.”

Yet, industries in West-
ern North Carolina that rely on
timber as a primary input, such
as paper, wood processing and
furniture, typically rely on timber

will not include as many meets as
a regular season, but runners are
looking on the bright side and en-
joying the cooler weather.

from sources other than the na-
tional forest. Elliot said that over
the last several decades, annual
timber harvests in Nantahala and
Pisgah declined significantly.
“We've figured out how to
survive, but it’s to the detriment
of the forest itself. The foresta’s
health has declined as manage-
ment has declined,” he added.
“The lack of economically

and environmentally sustainable
timber projects makes accom-
plishing broadly supported for-
est management objectives to
manage wildfire, improve wildlife
habitat or to achieve other ecolog-
ical goals more difficult to imple-
ment.”

Designing timber projects
that all forest stakeholders can
agree on is challenging, but Elliot

Claire Worley and Cayden Pierson make their way to the finsih line at the
school’s track at Saturday’s pre-season scrimmage.

said that a well-maintained road
system is a critical factor.

“There is a global demand
for sustainably harvested south-
ern  Appalachian hardwoods,
and if we’re smart stakeholders,
we can work together with the
Forest Service to design func-
tional projects that support the
local economy and the health of
the forest,” Elliot said.
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Peace of Mind in the Mountains
HomeWatch and Home Maintenance Services for

Seasonal/Absentee Homeowners.
Proudiy semnving the communities of Franklin, Lake Nantahala,
Highlands, Cashiers and Lake Glenwville

N Loretta Peake Newton still believes
| ! that personal care and attention to
your property is what you want.
A )/q%
828-421-4744

MountainHomeMinders@gmail.com
MountainHomeMinders.com

Chestnut Hill,

a residential retirement community on a quiet

mountain top in Highlands, NC, has spacious

Independent and Assisted Living Apartments.
It is a full-service, Medicaid Certified community.

For further information call Linda Tiffany at
828-526-5251 Or 904-514-4896
www.chestnuthillofhighlands.com
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How to Make an Offer in a Seller’'s Market

n this current seller’s
Imarket we are seeing

properties that go under
contract within days, or
sometimes hours, of coming
on the market. Last week I
presented an offer on a house
for a client, later to find out
that there were seven offers
within the first 24 hours.
This is very different and
frustrating for many buyers,
and can also be challenging
for sellers as well. How do
you determine the terms of
the offer that work for you
as a buyer, but that are also
appealing to a seller. Setious
buyers must be prepared
to make an offer and there
are several things that they can do to be
prepared.

First, make sure that you are certain in
your decision to buy a property. Whether it
is going to be a primary residence, second
or third home, or investment property, think
through the pros and cons and be certain
you are ready to make a purchase. This is
not the time to make a hasty decision that
you will regret in six months or a year.

Second, have an established
relationship with a licensed Realtor. Utilize
their knowledge, and spend sufficient time
learning the market, the neighborhoods,
and conveying what you are looking for
and what you do not want. Once you have
a relationship, it is important to listen and
trust their knowledge, especially when quick
decisions are necessaty.

Another important preparation in this
market is for a buyer to be ready to come
immediately to view a new listing. A seller
is less likely to accept a sight unseen offer in
this market, especially when multiple offers
are in play. There are exceptions and ways
to compensate for this, which I will touch
on later.

When writing an offer, these are
the terms of the Offer to Purchase and
Contract that are the most important:

* Price — ultimately, this is what the seller
looks for first, but a slight difference in price
can be offset by some other terms. This isn’t
a market where offers below asking price
or market value are getting attention. Your
agent should be able to provide comparable
sales to support your offer. When competing

Landmark Realty
Highlands Office
678-936-9309
carl@landmarkrg.com

offers are going in, a buyer
should be prepared to offer
above the asking price.

* Due Diligence Fee
— this is an amount paid
to the seller that will apply
to the purchase price. If
the contract is terminated,
the seller retains the due
diligence fee. This can be
used to make an offer more
appealing than a competing
offer, as the buyer has
money on the line and it
indicates they are serious.
In some cases, if it isn’t
included in the first offer,
the seller will respond with
a request for a due diligence
fee and it becomes part of
the negotiation.

* Earnest Money — this is refundable
during the due diligence petiod, but a
higher amount may get more attention.
Once due diligence ends, the earnest
money is non refundable, unless the seller
cannot complete the transaction. Many
times additional earnest money is offered
at the end of due diligence, which does get
the attention of the seller.

* Due Diligence Period — the shorter
the due diligence period, the more attractive
the offer is to the seller. I have seen some
contracts where the due diligence period is
only a few days, or waived entirely.

* Settlement Date — this can be several
days to several weeks or longer after the
due diligence period ends. Usually a quicker
closing is advantageous unless the seller
needs to postpone for some reason.

* Sale of Another Property — the buyer
must disclose if they need to sell another
property in order to close the transaction.
With competing offers, if a property must
be sold, the property should already be
under contract or out of due diligence to
gain favor with a seller.

* Mortgage — the buyer must also
discloseif theyneed to obtaina mortgage. A
cash deal is always preferable to a seller, but
with rates as low as they are, many buyers
are getting mortgages. This may delay the
due diligence period or closing date. If a
buyer needs a mortgage, they should have
a pre-qualification letter to present with the
offer. When able, purchasing with cash and
o See INVESTING page 19
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and amenities that authentically reflect the
local mountain village character, its heritage
and surrounding natural environment.

Vehicular and pedestrian efficiency
and connectivity are fully incorporated into
the plan. The project will include a Frank
Allen Road extension to provide convenient
access and reduce Crossroads traffic impact
and includes thoughtfully designed public
parking and pedestrian pathways.

“Throughout our extended planning
process, our professional team of town
planners, transportation and geotechnical
engineers, homebuilders,  contractors,
economists and other experts have used the
Cashiers Small Area Planning document
as our comprehensive guide,” explained
Stephen Macauley, principal of Macauley
Investments. “We want to ensure that
our efforts align with the community and
government’s priorities as it pertains to
commercial, residential, infrastructure,
aesthetic, programming and beyond.
Infrastructure improvements and expansion
will benefit not only our development but
also the surrounding community.”

Nature, preservation, and sustainability
are a major part of the planning, with
emphasis on topography and landscaping.
Commercial spaces and homes will feature
advanced, efficient building methods and
technologies. Environmental goals include
net zero carbon emissions, environmentally
sensitive enhancements, solar energy, and
geothermal. Other approaches include
the latest fiber-optic technology and a
commitment to dark sky initiatives, reducing
light pollution.

Cashiers Hillside will be designed to
be a year-round “experiential destination”
to complement existing businesses in the
village core as well as in the Cashiers Area
at large with its tenants intended to enhance
the local economy. Independent retailers and
artisans will offer shopping, supplemented
by unique leisure opportunities, such as
an outdoor performance venue, grotto-
style spa facilities, community fireplaces,
art demonstrations, exhibits and musical
performances. Dining options will include
farm-to-table  restaurants, handcrafted
regional specialties, rooftop socializing,
healthy carry out and more.

Accommodations will include both
“boutique-style” and mid-tier hotels
capable of hosting weddings and mid-size
corporate events. A culinary kitchen and
school will promote workforce expansion
through public-private partnerships with
universities and colleges. A co-working
space and event facility will serve residents
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and visitors alike.

Multi-generational residents and guests
will experience a hometown atmosphere
and enjoy sunset views overlooking Jackson
County’s iconic Whiteside Mountain.
Housing diversity will support a “live/
work/play” lifestyle with proximity to
recreation and schools.

A charitable foundation funded by a
percentage of homeowner dues and real
estate transaction fees will provide subsidies
for affordable rental housing for teachers,
first responders and health care workers and
underwrite community arts.

With approval, groundbreaking of
Cashiers Hillside will begin Q2 2021, with
delivery of the first phase expected in 2022.
It’s expected to take 7-10 years to build out
the entite 57-acre development. For more
information, visit www.cashiershillside.com.

About Macauley Investments

For more than three decades, Macanley Investments,
LLG, led by Stephen Macanley, has redefined mixed-use
development throngh its pillars, an approach that inter-
twines the liveability of yesteryear with modern design
sensibilities. These pillars provide the foundation for de-
velopments that are resilient and capable of withstanding
the test of time. Experience has proven that this approach
is most successful when balanced with a combination of
marketplace dynamics and public-private parterships.
Macantey has a track record of being one of the most
successfirl developers in Atlanta for more than 30 years,
receiving countless local, regional and national awards and
recognition for his work.

— Submitted

BLACK FRIDAY SALE

20% Off Storewide
November 27 - 29

cAcor

10 am - 5 pm Daily
212 South 4th Street
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Center for Plastic Surgery

Robert T. Buchanan, MD
Board Certified Plastic Surgeon

209 Hospital Dr., Suite 202, Highlands, N.C. 28741
526-3783 * Toll Free: 877-526-3784

www.PlasticSurgeryToday.com
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ABC Store distributes annual profits
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The Firewood Company

Firewood Delivered, Stacked & Ready to Burn!

828.200.3050
bobhenritze@gmail.com

On Monday November |6th, the Town of Highlands ABC Board made their yearly distributions to the The Town of
Highlands. Pictured are from right is General Manager Kevin Vinson, Board member Rick Trevathan, Mayor Patrick
Taylor, Board Chairman Leslie Cook, Board member Andy Chmar. Not pictured were board members Ryan Bears,
David O’Harra and other store employees, Skip Keener, Lisa Talley, Cali Smolarsky, and Milt Stork. Mayor Pat Taylor
accepted the distibutions on behalf of the different Town departments. Distributions were as follows: Recreation
Dept. $20,576.36; Highlands School Scholarship Fund $18,787.11; Town of Highlands General Fund $21,398.55;
Highlands Police Dept. $6,182.49; and Counseling & Psychotherapy of Highlands (for mandatory alcohol education

and rehab distribution) $8,305.49

Curbside Drop-off at Highlands First Baptist Church
for Operation Christmas Child continues

Operation Christmas Child
has been collecting and delivering
shoebox gifts — filled with school
supplies, hygiene items and fun
toys — to children worldwide for
more than two decades. This is a
project that everyone can still be
a part of, even with COVID-19
restrictions NOv. 16-23.

Theres  still  time for
individuals, families, and groups
to transform empty shoeboxes
into fun gifts. The project
partners  with local churches
across the globe to deliver these
tangible expressions of God’s
love to children in need. Find a
step-by-step guide on the How to
Pack a Shoebox webpage.

Highland’s location and their
scheduled hours are listed below:

First Baptist Church

Coordinators:
Barranco, Angelica Garcia

220 Main Street, Highlands

828-508-7466 or (828) 508-
2695

*Thu, Nov. 19: 1-5pm

* Fri, Nov. 20: 1-5pm

* Sat, Nowv. 21: noon-5pm

* Sun, Now. 22: 1-5pm

*Mon, Nov. 23: 10am - noon

Those interested in more
information on how Operation
Christmas  Child is making
adjustments during its National
Collection Week can visit the

Sergio

organization’s Important
COVID-19 Updates webpage
for the latest information and
answers to Frequently Asked
Questions.

Operation Christmas Child,
a project of Samaritan’s Purse,
secks to demonstrate God’s love
in a tangible way to children
in need around the world and,
together with the local church
worldwide, to share the Good
News of Jesus Christ. Since
1993, Operation  Christmas
Child has collected and delivered
more than 178 million gift-filled
shoeboxes to children in more
than 160 countries and tertitories.



..COVID continued from page 1

* Orange: Substantial Community
Spread;

* Red: Critical Community Spread.

Macon County is currently yellow
with 866 case as of press time; 59 positive
cases and 129 tests pending.

The COVID-19 County Alert System
uses a combination of three metrics: case
rate, the percent of tests that are positive,
and hospital impact within the county.

To be assigned to the red or orange
tier, a county must meet the threshold for
case rate for that tier AND the threshold
for either percent positive OR hospital
impact.

Case Rate: The number of new cases
in 14 days per 100,000 people

Percent Positive: The percent of tests
that are positive over 14 days

Hospital Impact: A composite scotre
based on the impact that COVID-19 has
had on hospitals including percent of
COVID-19 hospitalizations, COVID-19
related  visits to the Emergency
Department, staffed open hospital beds,
and critical staffing shortages over 14 days

Counties that do not meet ctiteria for
red or orange are categorized as being in
the yellow tier

“North  Carolina’s  COVID-19
numbers remain too high,” Cooper said on
another day of more than 3,000 confirmed
cases.

The  color-coded  designations
also come with a series of actionable
recommendations for county
governments, including ending alcohol
sales after a certain hour or limiting indoor
dining,

“By pinpointing counties with high
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virus transmission and asking people in those
counties to work with us and do more right
now to slow viral spread, we can succeed,”
Cooper said. “It can help bring down case
rates, keep their communities safer, save lives
and keep their hospital systems working.”

According to a report on COVID-19
clusters in North Carolina updated Monday
afternoon, the North Carolina Department
of Health and Human Services has
learned of at least 31 COVID-19 clusters
stemming from social gatherings, resulting
in 316 cases and four deaths. Health
officials have repeatedly said the current
spike in COVID-19 cases is being driven by
gatherings among people who do not live in
the same household.

Cooper’s announcement

does not

..HOLIDAY continued from page 1

however, Santa and Mrs. Claus who will
be riding a firetruck through town to end
up at the Kelsey-Hutchinson Park where
elves will ttoss candy canes to folks driv-
ing through.

Since Governor Roy Cooper has ex-
tended Phase 3 and mass gatherings of
only 50 people are allowed through Dec.
4, the chamber thought it was best to err
on the side of caution and encourage
people to drive through the park — paus-
ing of course for candy canes and pic-
tures — rather than gathering in-person
this year. There is no program.

To be COVID safe, Santa and Mts.
Claus will not be in Santa’s Hut this year,
but families can still use the hut and sleigh

for photos Now. 28-Jan. 1 and letters to Santa
can be deposited in the mailbox on site.

The town’s ice-skating rink will be
open Saturday, Nov. 28 from 1-8 p.m. but
reservations are required. Register online at
icerink.recdesk.com.

The movie “Elf” will be playing the
evening of Saturday, Now. 28, too, at Ray’s
Drive-in at the Performing Arts Center
drive-up theatre on Laurel Street. The movie
is free and starts at 7pm, after the town
lighting. Reservations are required because
there are only 32 unobstructed view parking
spaces. Call 828.526.9047 or register online
at wwwhighlandsperformingarts.com or
www.Highlands PAC.org,

o See HOLIDAY page 21

affect the current Executive Order for Phase
3, which currently runs until December
4. No other aspects of the current phase
will change -- outdoor gathering limits will
remain at 50 people, bars and movie theaters
will be allowed to remain open, and all
businesses will be subject to capacity limits.

With many North Carolinians planning
gatherings with family and friends for
Thanksgiving, health officials again urged
compliance with the 3 W’ to prevent an
even greater spike in COVID-19 following
the holiday season.

Thank You
for Your

together

WE MAKE A

- | difference

« . | Highlands

| T Cashiers
Health Foundation
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Facing
Today’s World

Rev. Sam Forrester
Whiteside Presbyterian
Church

at I want to do is an article concerning the
election and the confusion it has brought into
many of our lives. As believers we should be

able to take such things and deal with them in a way that
will bring glory to our Lord. We will start with a look at I
John 5:1-5 which should be a background for our thoughts.
Whoever believes that Jesus is the Christ is born of God,
and everyone who loves Him who begot also loves him
who is begotten of Him.

By this we know that we love the children of God,
when we love God and keep His commandments. For this
is the love of God, that we keep His commandments. And
His commandments are not burdensome. For whoever is
born of God overcomes the world. And this is the victory
that has overcome the wotld — our faith. Who is he who
overcomes the world, but he who believes that Jesus is the
Son of God.

In this passage we are told how to overcome the
world. In turn this also teaches us how to face these
election results. I have talked with a number of people
about the election we are going through. I have heard
them express anger, frustration, anxiety, confusion and
sorrow over its results. None of these things is good for
you over something that is beyond your ability to change.
How are we supposed to handle such events in our lives?

First, you cannot allow your anger to cause you to
sin. Some of you have said you won’t participate again
because you don’t trust those running things. That is your
anger trying to divert you from what your Lord has called
you to do and that is to be salt and light in this imperfect
world and to live by faith. God gave us this nation and we
must do what we are called to do and that is to participate
in her elections. Our voices must be heard. Others are
overwhelmed with anxiety and depressed because it didn’t
go their way. Some are filled with anger because they
believe the government or maybe even God let them
down.

What I want you to know is that anxiety and anger are
real enemies to God’s children. This election has caused
many to have to deal with this in their lives. That also
includes me. I know how hard it is. Paul in II Timothy
1:7 says “For God has not given us a spirit of fear, but of
power and of love and of a sound mind.”

The question is how to activate these gifts? The first
thing we need to ever keep before us is that our God is
sovereign. That means He is in control of everything and

eSee SPIRITUALLY page 19

Proverbs 3:5

John 3:16
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BLUEVALLEY BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Oliver Rice, Pastor (706) 782-3965
Sundays: School:10 a.m.,Worship:| |
Sunday night services every 2nd & 4th Sunday at 7
Wednesdays: Mid-week prayer meeting:7 p.m.
BUCK CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH
828-269-3546 * Rev. Jamie Passmore, Pastor
Sundays: School: 10 a.m.;Worship:| |
CASHIERS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Rev.Wes Sharpe, Pastor 828-743-5298
Sundays: School at 9:30 Worship 10:30
Wednesday night Dinner and Service 5:30
CHAPEL OF THE SKY
Sky Valley, GA » 706-746-2999
Sundays: 10 a.m.:Worship
Holy Communion Ist & 3rd Sundays
CHRIST ANGLICAN CHURCH
Rector: Jim Murphy, 252-671-401 |
464 US Hwy 64 east, Cashiers
9:30am Sunday School; | 1:30am Worship Service; 6pm Mon.
CHRIST CHURCH OF THE VALLEY, CASHIERS
Pastor Brent Metcalf * 743-5470
Sun.10:45am, S.S 9:30am.Wed. 6pm supper and teaching.
Tues. Guys study 8am, Gals |0am.
CLEAR CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Jim Kinard
Sundays: School:10 a.m.;Worship:1 la.m.

I'st & 3rd Sunday night Service: 7.p.m.
Wednesdays —Supper at 6 p.m.
COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH
www.cbchighlands.com * 526-4685
3645 Cashiers Rd, Highlands, NC
Sr. Pastor Gary Hewins
Sundays: 9:30am - Adult Sunday School; 9:45am (masks
required) Early Worship Service;| |:15am (masks optional)
Worship Service; Sundays 10:45am-Children’s Program,
Sunday Youth-4:30pm — 6:30pm Dinner
providledCOMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH OF SKY
VALLEY
706.746.3 144+ 696 Sky Valley Way #447,

Pastor Gary Hewins
Worship: Sun. 9 a.m., with Holy Communion the Ist & 3rd
Sun.; Tues: Community Supper 5:30 followed by Bible Study.
EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF THE INCARNATION
Rev.WV. Bentley Manning ¢ 526-2968
Sunday Services Live-Stream at 10:30 a.m.,
Morning Prayer Weekdays on Facebook live at 8:30 a.m.
Holy Eucharist at noon in the garden on Mon and Wed
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH HIGHLANDS
828-526-4153 » www.fbchighlands.org
Dr. Mark Ford, Pastors 220 Main Street, Highlands
Sun.:Worship 10:45 am; Sun.: Bible Study 9:30 am
Wed.: Men’s Bible Study 8:30 am; Choir 5p; Prayer Mtg 6:15p
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Curtis Fussell & Emily Wilmarth, pastors
526-3175 « fpchighlands.org
Sun.:Worship 8:30a Adult Ed.: 9:30a.m.;Worship | | a.m.
Mondays: Men’s Prayer Group & Breakfast 8 a.m.
Wed: Choir:6p
GOLDMINE BAPTIST CHURCH
(Off Franklin/Highlands Rd)

Sunday School:10 am,Worship Service:I | am
GRACE COMMUNITY CHURCH OF CASHIERS
Non-Denominational-Contemporary Worship
242 Hwy 107N, 1/4 miles from Crossroads in Cashiers

www.gracecashiers.com ¢ Pastor Steve Doerter: 743-9814
Services: Sundays |0am - Wed. - 7pm; Dinner - Wed. 6pm
HAMBURG BAPTIST CHURCH
Hwy 107N. « Glenville, NC ¢ 743-2729 « Nathan Johnson
Sunday: School 9:45a,Worship | la & 7p, Bible Study 6p
Wed. Kidsquest 6p.;Worship 7p.
HIGHLANDS ASSEMBLY OF GOD
Randy Reed, Pastor 828-421-9172 « 165 S. Sixth Street
Sundays:Worship:| |
HIGHLANDS CENTRAL BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Dan Robinson
670 N. 4th Street (next to the Highlands Civic Center)
Sun.: Morning Worship 10:45a., Evening Worship, 6p.
Wednesday: Prayer Service, 6:30 p.
HIGHLANDS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Pastor Randy Lucas 526-3376
In-Person Indoor Worship with limited seating, and
an allowable capacity up to 30% pending appropriate
social distancing. 9:09 and 10:50 worship
HOLY FAMILY LUTHERAN CHURCH: ELCA
2152 Dillard Road * 526-9741
Worship/Communion:[0:30
All are welcome.

We wear masks and social distance.
MACEDONIA BAPTIST CHURCH
8 miles south of Highlands on N.C. 28 S in Satolah
Pastor Zane Talley
Sundays: School:10 a.m.;Worship:1 I, Choir:6 p.m.
Wed: Bible Study and Youth Mtg.:7 p.m.
MOUNTAIN SYNAGOGUE
at St. Cyprian’s Episcopal Church, Franklin + 828-524-9463
MOUNTAIN BIBLE CHURCH
743-2583  Independent Bible Church
Sun:10:30 a.m. at Big Ridge Baptist Church,

4224 Big Ridge Road (4.5 miles from NC 107)
Weds: Bible Study 6:30 p.m.;Youth Group 6 p.m.
OUR LADY OF THE MOUNTAINS
CATHOLIC CHURCH
Rev. Fr. Jason K. Barone — 526-2418
Mass: Thurs. 12:10; Fri. 9am; Sun: | | a.m.
SCALY MOUNTAIN BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Marty Kilby
Sundays: School —10 a.m.;Worship -1 | am.& 7
Wednesdays: Prayer Mtg.:7 p.m.

SCALY MOUNTAIN CHURCH OF GOD
290 Buck Knob Road; Pastor Donald G. Bates ¢ 526-3212
Sun.: School: 10 a.m.;Worship:10:45 a.m.;Worship: 6 p.m.
SHORTOFF BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Rev.Andy Cloer
Sundays: School: 10 a.m.;Worship:1 | a.m.
Wednesdays: Prayer & Bible Study:6 p.m.
ST.JUDE’S CATHOLIC CHURCH
Mass: Thurs. 9am, Fri., | lam; Sun. 9am
THE CHURCH OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD
1448 Highway 107 S., Office: 743-2359 * Rev. Rob Wood
June-Sept: Sunday Services: Rite |, 8a, Rite I, 9:15 & | la
Nursery available for Rite Il services
Sept 6-Oct 25-Informal Evening Eucharist-5:30 p.m.
Thursday: Noon Healing Service with Eucharist.
UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST FELLOWSHIP
85 Sierra Drive, Franklin * uufranklin.org
Sunday Worship - | | am.
WHITESIDE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Rev. Sam Forrester/Cashiers
Sunday School:10 am,Worship Service:| | am




Highlands Police entries
from Nov. 9. Only the names of
persons arrested, issued a Class-3
misdemeanor or public officials
have been used.

Nov. 9

¢ At 8:59 a.m., officers were called
about a larceny at Mountain Findings
where donated phones and a calculator
were taken.

* At 3:59 p.m,, officers were called
about someone trying to obrain property
by false pretenses at Bryson’s Food Store.

Nov. 12

* At 6 p.m., officers were called
about a missing 88-year-old woman She
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was located.

Nov. 14

* At 4:38 p.m., officers wre called
about a shoplifting incident at Wit’s End
where a Joules Merrium vest valued at
$155 weas taken.

The Highlands Fire & Rescue
log from Nov. 10

Nov. 10

*At 10:18 a.m,, the dept. was first-
responders to a location on Half Mile Dr.

* At 10:40 a.m,, the dept. was first-
responders to a location on Tudor Hall
Lane.

* At |:51 p.m,, the dept. was first-

responders to a location on the Cashiers
Road.
*At 10:11 p.m. the dept. was first-

responders to a Icoation on Stoney Creek.

Nov. 11

* At 7:19 a.m., the dept. responded to
a fire alarm at the hospital.

*At 8:40 a.m., the dept. was first-

responders to a location on N. 4th Street.

Nov. 12

* At 7:50 a.m,, the dept. was first-
responders to a location on BigView Dr.

* At 3:21 p.m,, the dept. responded
to a call of a gas leak at a location on
Foreman Road.

*At 6:26 p.m., the dept. was called

.SPIRITUALLY SPEAKING continued from page 19

He has a plan for each nation and every
individual in this world. Daniel 2:21 “And
He changes the times and the seasons;
He removes kings and raises up kings; He
gives wisdom to the wise and knowledge
to those who have understanding,”

This tells us God’s plan is the one
being worked out, even in this election.
I Peter 2:13-14 “Therefore submit
yourselves to every ordinance of man for
the Lord’s sake, whether to the king as
supreme or to governors, as those sent by
him for the punishment of evildoers and
for the praise of those who do good.”

If this election result holds up, Joe
Biden will have been placed in office by
the sovereign will of God. As a believer
the only reason I can see for this, would be
to punish this nation and those responsible
for the sins that have drawn us away from
out love of God and what he has done
for us in Jesus Christ. How many children,
the most helpless among us, have been
slaughtered through abortion?

We have recognized the sin of
homosexuality and declared God was
wrong in condemning it. We have allowed
men to outwardly change their sex and
declare God made a mistake in making
them what they were. Many of our
churches have abandoned the preaching of
the word for the entertaining of the people.
All of these things deserve the wrath of
God. This could be the beginning of the
time of judgment or just another warning
that it is coming, Paul says in Roman 13:1
“Let every soul be subject to the governing
authorities. For there is no authority except
from God, and the authorities that exist
are appointed by God.” He shows those
who do good will be rewarded and those
who do evil will be punished.

Should we, as believers, be overcome
with anxiety or anger because this election
has not gone as we had hoped? No! We
must not give in to such hopeless behavior.
Psalm 22:28 says “For the kingdom is the

.INVESTING continued from page 14

refinancing later may be favorable to the
seller.

* Onsite Preview Addendum — this
can be used when a buyer has not seen the
property. Like the due diligence fee, it is
paid directly to the seller and will state how
long the buyer has to view the property. If
the buyer decides not to proceed with the
purchase, the seller retains the fee; if the
buyer closes, it is applied to the purchase
price.

* Personal Property — the MLS will

state which appliances are included and if
the home is being sold furnished or not;
or with exclusions. A seller’s market is not
the time to insult the seller by asking for all
furnishings when the property is being sold
without furnishings. The best advice is to
negotiate the purchase of the property and
then negotiate furnishings.

* Seller Possession After Closing
Addendum — this document has more
impact on an offer than many buyers or
sellers realize. At this time of year, the seller

Lord’s, and He rules over the nations.”
This nation of America is in the hands of
the sovereign Lord regardless of who is
president. He tells us in Proverbs 21:1 “The
king’s heart is in the hand of the Lord, like
the rivers of water; He turns it wherever He
wishes.”

How do we fight this anxiety or anger
we are facing? With the knowledge of who
our God is and what he can do. No man,
no president or tyrant can thwart the will of
God. Asaph in Psalm 75:7-10 tells us “But
God is the Judge: He puts down one and
exalts another. For in the hand of the Lord
there is a cup, and the wine is red; It is fully
mixed, and He pours it out; Surely its dregs
shall all the wicked of the earth drain and
drink down. But I will declare forever, I will
sing praises to the God of Jacob. All the
horns of the wicked will be cut off, but the
horns of the righteous shall be exalted.”

I know we all have our preference as
to who our president should be but don’t

may appreciate having possession until after
the holidays. Many times the seller isn’t
comfortable moving out until the deal is
closed. Or perhaps, the seller needs time to
do work on a property they are moving to.
A buyer that can be flexible may gain the
upper hand of offers presented.

A buyer and their Realtor should be
able to talk through these terms and be able
to put together an offer that is attractive to a
seller, but that the buyer is comfortable with.
When multiple offers are involved, there are
going to be offers that are not accepted.

about a search on Main Street but it was
cancelled.

Nov. 14

* At 2:54 a.m,, the dept was called
for mutual aid in Cashiers but it was
cancelled.

*At 5:20 p.m., the dept. was called
about a search on Whiteside Mountain
Road but it was cancelled.

Nov. 16

*At 5:31 p.m., the dept. was first-
responders to a location on Lyman
Zachary Road.

* At 10:51 p.m,, the dept. was first-
responders to a location on Main Street.

be guilty of ignoring God’s plan. If you
believe He is sovereign, the Creator of
man and nations and the One who sent
His Son to save your soul. Then, lift your
voice and rejoice that His plan in being
fulfilled because it is a plan that exalts
those who believe and trust in Jesus
Christ.

So, how do you activate these gifts
II Timothy 1:7 says God has given you?
What did he tell you? He said, “For God
has not given us a spirit of fear, but of
power and of love and of a sound mind.”
These gifts of power, love and a sound
mind come from only one place, your
absolute commitment to Jesus Christ,
which is faith generated.

Please, keep your attention on Jesus
and what he did for you and let God direct
the affairs of this nation as only He can do.
You live and approach your duty by faith
and through that faith you will overcome
this world and the affairs of nations will
not turn your heart from the truth.

Buyers that are not successful should
continue to work towards improving their
offer for the next time. In this market,
the ability to react is important, but so is
patience for the right property purchase
under terms that are acceptable to both
parties.

* Carl Romberg is the Broker-in-Charge
of Landmark Realty Group’s Highlands Office.
Landmark bas been the firm with the largest
volume of sales on the platean each of the past 7

years. Carl can be reached at 678-936-9309 or

cark@/landmarkrg.com.
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BROPHY & ASSOCIATES
CONSULTING, LLC

Robbin Brophy

| Enrolled Agent P
(828) 558-4300 | Sl

We have a special knack for |
keeping your taxes on track

* Tax return preparation for small
businesses and individuals

* QuickBooks training and
bookkeeping services

* IRS/State representation

367 Dellwood Rd., Bldg. E, Ste. 3
Waynesville, NC 28786
(828) 558-4300 office  (833) 234-4881 fax
brophytax.com
robbin@brophytax.com

Highlands | DOthePy’

GARY GARREN

Cell: (828) 482-2370
gsgarren@gmail.com

Downtown Office
114 N. 4th Street, Highlands, NC

Highlandssothebysrealty.com

xprt

Quality Tree Care

828-200-9217

Fully Insured

estimates@mendozatree.com
www.mendozatree.com

We accept all credit cards

FIREWOOD FOR SALE

Bill Barber

billbarber22@gmail.com
billbarberhomes.com

(828)
1226-9696

VIVA WELLNESS

526-1566

CBD >~ HEALS

* 50 mg CBD 30 Pressed Tabs
* 50 mg CBD 30 Gel Caps
*1 00 mg CBD 30 Gel Caps

* CBD cream and balm

Also Available:
Far Infrared Sauna Capsule
Massage Spa Capsule

Whole Body Vibration

*

r

'

Rachel|BYKelley; PMHNP-BG" -

ARNPI-IBoard(Certified - g
+/Mental Health

Positive Wellness|

STEVE CONNOR
DRAFTING, INC.

CAD Architectural Drafting + Design

Renovations
Additions

Kitchen remodel
Bath remodel
Electrical layout
Whole house plans

Steve Connor

828-342-2884
SCDraftingl@gmail.com

5 Cottage Row ¢ U.S. 64 East i

 Interior & Exterior Painting
o Pressure Washing
« House Maintenance
o Drywall Repair
o Deck Repair

Quality Work e Fully Insured

Lupe Gonzales
avpintura@gmail.com
828-332-1539 or 678-873-2927

5 new log cabins
estled in the hemlocks

! of Whiteside
— Mountain.

800-805-3558 » 828-526-2222

* Grading
* Excavating
* Driveways
* Build sites
* Hauling
e Septic Systems

Edwin Wilson
Cell (828) 421-3643
Office/fax (828) 526-4758
wilsongrading@yahoo.com




HJHhLm{l 2
“"Cove Re Alt‘n’

MERRITT SHAW
Hraber Aviorian

175 E[ig‘hhnuis Corve Difive,
Highladz, NC 28741

B22.421.7393
2852468124 2
?p[rlf'nm'l'lhgh'l.l nu&ﬂm‘o[{r:lty.nu'n =
wivw, HighlundsCove Realty.com @

MORALES
PAINTING

RICARDO MORALES
MORALESPAINTINGANDSERVICES@GMAIL.COM
706.982.9768
828-226.5347

INTERIOR/EXTERIOR PAINTING « LAWN MAINTENANCE
HOUSE MAINTENANCE * QUALITY WORK
FULLY INSURED

CHESTNUT T@R@%@E

Storage Units Available

¢ Secure 24-Hour Access
*Easy in - Easy out
¢ Great Rates - Great Terms

Call today to find out why we’re
“Highlands Premier Facility”
828-482-1045

10890 Buck Creek Rd.
\1/2 mile off Cashiers Rd. near the hospital.

Highlands Automotive

Service AALA, NC
# : Inspection
Station

2851 Cashiers Road ¢ highlandsautomeotive.com
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.- HOLIDAY continued from page 17

The following Saturday, Dec. 5 a hybrid Olde Moun-
tain Christmas parade will take place from 6-8:30pm.

Instead of folks lining Main Street watching the parade
go by, folks in their vehicles will drive by floats set up in
the center of Main Street from 3td to 5th streets in a pre-
determined traffic loop. Traffic will continue through K-H
Park on Pine Street where Santa and his elves will again be
on a firetruck giving out candy canes and the Pinnacle Brass
Ensemble will be performing on stage.

Ryan M. Bears

Broker

Cell: 803-271-5426
Office: 828-526-8784
Ryan@patallenrealtygroup.com

Bt Al

REALTY GROUP
Pat Allen, Broker in Charge

American

Upholstery

WE HAVE MOVED TO

105 Ashley Drive » Walhalla, SC 29691
(Same Owners: Morris & Rachel Bible)

Same Phone Numbers:
(864) 638-9661 cell: (864) 710-9106

* Residential or
Commercial

* Over 40 Years
Experience

* Fast and Dependable
* FREE Estimates
* FREE Pick-up and
Delivery

Highlands Eﬂﬂﬁ!ﬁf

CASSIE ROSS

Cell: (828) 989-5996

cassie.ross@sothebysrealty.com

Downtown Office
114 N. 4th Street, Highlands, NC
Highlandssothebysrealty.com

Shop owners will be encouraged to keep the lights on
in their stores to help light up the Main Street and those
with floats are being encouraged to use decorative lights.

In addition to floats, there will be antique cars, the
homecoming court and music courtesy of bands set up
along the way — the Curtis Blackwell Band, the Dean
English Band and bagpipers, too.

— Kim Lewicki

JUNK

WE HAUL IT AWAY
House / Garage / Yard
Call for free estimate
828 - 421 - 5188

HIGH PRESSURE WASHING IS OUT!
LOW PRESSURE SOFT WASH IS IN!

PATRIOT

E CLEANING & RESTORATI
offers a proprietary low pressure soft wash system that sofely cleans
Cedar, Asphalt, Metal, Slote roofs, most exterior siding, exterior
decks, interior decks, retaining walls, rock walkways, and driveways.

Residential & Commercial
Sales | Service | Repairs

828.526.9325
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* Cl ASSIFIEDS ®

WANTED

LONGTERM RENTAL- Couple looking for a
long term rental in the Highlands/ Cashiers/ Glenville/
Sapphire area. Must allow dogs. Move in March |st.
Call 267-371-3783.(11/26)

QUALITY GUITARS. Cash on hand. Gibson,
Martin, etc. Call:917-554-4185, Email: Bakelitemusic@
yahoo.com (11/12)

WE BUY GOLD, SILVER, AND ESTATE
JEWELRY. Estate Jewelry of Highlands. 828-526-
1960, EJOFHighlands@gmail.com. 360 Main St,
Highlands. (st. 8/20)

FULL HOUSE GALLERY in Highlands Plaza is
accepting CONSIGNMENT FURNITURE. Please call
or text Susan at 828-526-6004. (st. 3/19)

HELP WANTED

GEORGIA WHOLESALE SPORTS -
Wholesale distributor of fishing & Hungting supplies
is looked for Sales Reps.Very aattractive commission
program. If you love the outdoors and would like to
sell fishing & hunging products we would like to hearf
from you. No Phone Calls. Send resume to: Georgia
Wholesale Sports, Box 298, Manchester, GA 31816.
(st. 11/19)

Old Edwards Inn & Spa, Highlands, NC —
Housekeeping and Dishwashing starting at $13 per
hour.Now recruiting for Housekeepers, Houseman,
2nd Shift Laundry, Turndown Attendants, Dishwashers,
Sous Chef, Cook, Pastry and Bread Cook, Gardener
Assistant, Servers, Bussers, Host/Hostess, Old
Edwards Inn Rooms Manager, Front Desk, Bellman,
Night Audit, Fitness Manager, Spa Attendants,
Cosmetologist, Freelance Fitness Instructors.
Benefits offered after 90 days employment.Apply
online: www.oldedwardsinn.com/careers

CHESTNUT HILL IS AN UPSCALE
ASSISTED LIVING COMMUNITY in search
of a Dietary Cook, CNAs, Med Techs, Wait Staff and

The Highlands Barbershop

446 Oak Street
across from the park.

Enter from Oak Street
OR 446 Main Street

Open Mon.-Sat.
10a to 5p

(828) 482-9374
(772) 532-0706

Weekend Receptionist. Send resume to Lindabtiff@
aol.com or call 828-526-5251. (st. 2/13)

HIGHLANDS DELI is hiring kitchen staff,
starting immediately for the summer and fall. Please
pick up applications at SweeTreats/Highlands Deli —

115 S 4th Street. (st. 8/13)

WOLFGANGS is looking for hostess, waitstaff,
and backer. Best award of Wine Spectator. Please call
Jacque at 828-526-3807 for either positions. (st.5/28)

THE LOG CABIN is looking for servers, line
cooks and dishwashers. call or stop by — great pay.
Start immediately. Call or stop by 828 526-577.(st.
6/11)

JOIN OUR TEAM! Nectar Juice Bar (located
inside Whole Life Market) is now hiring! Are you
looking for a fun, healthy-minded individual looking
for full-time, year-round work? Experience is
not necessary, but kitchen or barista skills a plus.
Competitive pay! Apply at Whole Life Market, 680 N.
4th St., Highlands.

SALES ASSOCIATE HIGH END RETAIL
CLOTHING STORE IN HIGHLANDS AND
CASHIERS, NC. Full time, part time and seasonal.
Inquire to 828-200-0928. (st. 3/38)

SERVICES

| INSTALL TILE! Eco-Friendly & Non-Toxic.
Specializing in Shower/Bathroom, Kitchen/ Backsplash,
Entrance Ways/Patios/Flooring. 25yrs experience.Also
offer grout cleaning. Licensed & Insured. Mike Bertone/
Owner of BertoneTile Design & Flooring LLC.Home:
828-526-4943 or Text: 321-303-7560. (12/3)

HOME MAID CLEANING SERVICE
LLC; Specializing in residential homes and
vacation rentals. Quality work, reliability & insured.
For a free estimate call, (828) 371-1702. www.
HomeMaidCleaningServiceNC.com. (11/19)

GUTTER CLEANING, METAL ROOF &
FABRICATON roof repairs,chimney flashing, debris
removal, pressure washing. Call 371-1103.(st.9/17/20)

HIGHLANDS HANDI-MAN - Can fix
anything inside or out. Carpentry, Interior and exterior
painting, pressure washing, lawn care, hauling. and
will monitor house during winter. Free Estimates.
References. Call Tony.828-200-5770 or 828-482-0159.
(st. 3/26)

HIGH COUNTRY PHOTO/KEVIN
VINSON: scanning photos, slides & negatives to
CD or DVD for easier viewing. Video transfer to

DVD. Everything done in house. Leave message at
828-526-5208. (st. 6/4)

BUSINESS FOR SALE

CASHIERS RESTAURANT. Owner is
retiring from Randevu Restaurant.Turn Key Operation
in the center of town. Contact Michael Moore for
details. Call 603-520-0523.Randevucashiers@gmail.
com (st. 1 1/19)

REAL ESTATE/BIZ FOR SALE

HIGHLANDS CONDO - | bed plus bonus
room with 2 bathrooms, activity room, one-car
garage.239-597-2959. (st. 7/16)

LOTS. 3.22 ACRES. Borders NSFS. VIEWS.
Well, septics, utilities, roads installed. PRIVATE.
Multiple exit/entry. 2/2 residence. asking $186,000
Call 828.482.2050.

SIX ACRES ON BUCK CREEK ROAD
behind Highlands-Cashiers Hospital. Sign on
property. 843-460-8015. (st. 5/30)

2/2 CLAYTON HOME IN LOWER
CLEAR CREEK. |+acre,Private. View. $118,000.
Call 706.782.9728 (st. 9/5)

REAL ESTATE FOR RENT

3B/2.5B HOUSE IN THE HALF MILE
FARM NEIGHBORHOOD. Large ranch style.
Hardwood floors. Fence in backyard. Small deck. Six
month lease available. Pets ok. Please call or text
904-403-8090. $1200/month. (st. | 1/19)

LONGTERM/SHORTTERM RENTAL IN
SCALY MOUNTAIN, NC. $1,100 Per Month.
IBR/IBA Apartment available Jan 202 1.All Utilities
Included. Fully furnished. Living/Dining Area with
Full Kitchen. References Required. Security Deposit
Required. Pet Friendly. Limited to (1) One Pet Only.
Pet Deposit Required. Interested email or call me
@ bobhenritze@gmail.com or 828-482-2554. (st.
11/5)

EXECUTIVE RENTAL - Very high-end
home close to downtown Highlands in superb
neighborhood and furnished.Available for long-term
rental. Call Jody orWood Lovell. Highlands Sotheby’s
International Realty. 828.526.4104. (st. 10/29)

CUTE 2 BEDROOM,2 BATH COTTAGE
and bonus room. Terrific large porch and wood
burning fireplace 8 mins from town. $1500/month.
Furnished or unfurnished. Minimum one year rental.
Available later this fall. Mrpaulkrk@yahoo.com (st.
9/3)
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SILVER EAGLE BE8

Native American Jewelry
Crystal & Gem Gallery

“Highlands is calling s p 12%

of

Brokers
in 2019

and I must go.”

- WEES RFE .
(CAAMBERS REA; 4
& Vacation Bentals

Country Club Properties
“Your local hometown
Real Estate professionals.”
3 Offices 828-526-2520
www.CCPHighlandsNC.com

Highlands " &)
Sotheby’s s

ATIOMAL REALTY

Sotheby’s
is the top
firmin
Highlands

401 N 5th St., Highlands

828-526-3717

www.highlandsiscalling.com

Suzanne McDavid
Broker

BEERKSHIRE

SALES & LISTING TEAM

SANDY BARROW
478.7379664 ¢

JOHN BARROW
28.506.9356 ¢

\E MCcKEE

PROPERTIES

B

Reehes

Hardware

. 5,

-

HATHAWAY

HiomeServioss
Meadows Mountain Realty
Mitzi Rauers, Broker

404-218-9123

| mitzi@meadowsmtnrealty.com
meadowsmountainrealty.com

since 2013

CHESTNUT ST

Martin-Lipscomb
Performing Arts Center

% 5

Andrea Gabbard
c 828.200.6742
0 828.526.8300

3{ AndreaGabbard@gmail.com
Nc,r“ !
=L

!

G5y

lease Support Our

Highlands
Sotheby’s

INTERNATIONAL REALTY

Advertisers - They
Make It All Possible

= 2011 Coovinhied ban

Sotheby’s

INTERMATIOMNAL REALTY

Highlands

114 N. 4th Street * Highlands, NC
“Local Expertise. Global Connections.”

Licensed in NC and GA
office: 828.526.8300 * cell: 828.337.0706
sheryl.wilson@sothebysrealty.com * highlandssir.com

Sheryl Wilson

PAM NELLIS
BROKER

PALMERHOUSE
PROPERTIES

CELL: B28-7a7-18%9%
FAME LA, NELLISEYAHOO . OO

3 LANDMARK

ELEVATED

HIGHLANDS OFFICE
338 MAIN STREGT « 625.510-4008

Clif Gottwals
303.887.7479

Doug Helms
828.226.2999



Top Producers for 15 Years

Put Allen

REALTY GROUP

Not the Biggest ... Just the Best!
www.patallenrealtygroup.com

Pat Allen
Broker-in-charge
Cell: 828-200-9179
pat@patallenrealtygroup.com
Office: 828-526-8784
295 Dillard Road
Highlands, NC 28741

REAL ESTATE
| cou PAMNIES
o THE WORLD"

;“%. DAVID

! BOCK

‘, : BUILDERS

WWW. BockBunders com 828-526-2240

Highlands | Sotheby’s

Jody Lovell » 828.226.6303

o #1 Broker Highlands/
Cashiers MLS 2001-2019
¢ #1 Broker North Carolina
2016/2017
¢ Top 2 Broker North Carolina
2018 per Real Trends

WHITE @AK &

GROUP

REALTY

Pat Gleeson
Owner, BIC
828-782-0472

125 South 4th Street, Highlands * (828) 526-8118
www.WhiteOakRG.com

Bee Gleeson
Broker Associate
404-307-1415

Investing in Life - On a Whole New Level

Susie deVille
Broker Associate
828-371-2079

Tom Bean

828-526-6383

Christal Green
Broker Associate Broker Assoc./Office Admin.
828-200-9699

CARL ROMBERG
BROKER-IN-CHARGE

CELL: 678-¥Y346-930%
CamlGLANDMARKRG. COM

B LARRMARS

HIGHLANDE OFFICE
228 MATN BETREET - 820-426-4863

Taking Reservations

e el Dinner at 5:00 pm

o i

WILD THYME GOURMET

Open Year-Round « 6 days a week

343-D Main Street. « 526-4035
Closed Wednesday for dinner

RESTAURANT & WINE BISTRC

e. Always fresh.

Serving 6 days a week
(Closed Tuesdays)
Open Bistro 4p
Inside Dining Room 5:30p
& Please call
Outside for reservations

11a-4p 474 Main Street
SECCIII 828.526.3807 | wolfgangs.net

www.wildthymegourmet.com

@ ...on the Verandah
Restaurant

on Lake Sequoyah
828-526-2338
Everyday
4-8p

www.ontheverandah.com

MCCULLEYS’S

CASHMERE

Scotland’s Best Knitwear

Open for
Limited Inside
Dining

Open 7 days a week

526-4407
242 S. 4th St. & Pop up

on Main Street ©




