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• See ELECTION page 12

•ElEction countdown•
This is our 3rd installment of our coverage of the 

candidates on the ballot: Candidates Cawthorn and  
Davis are running for US House of Representatives, 

District 11

There are two locations: 
The Highlands Civic Center and the 

Macon County Robert Carpenter Commu-
nity Building. 

Hours are Monday-Friday 8am-7:30pm, 
open the first two Saturdays from 8am-6pm 
and the last Saturday 8am-3pm.

Early voting is 
October 15-October 31

By Brittney Lofthouse
When Congressman Mark 

Meadows announced he would 
not seek re-election, droves of  
Democrats and Republicans filled 
to fill his open seat. After a jam-
packed primary election – and a 
Republican Primary runoff  elec-
tion this summer – two candidates 
will appear on the November Bal-
lot to replace Meadows – who has 
since been appointed as Chief  
of  Staff  
for Presi-
dent Don-
ald Trump. 
Buncombe 
C o u n t y 
Democrat 
Moe Davis 
will face 
off  against 
Republican 
Madison Davis – in what will ar-
guably be the closes Congressio-
nal race in the last decade. 

Madison Cawthorn is an 8th 

generation resident of  North Car-
olina’s 11th Congressional district. 
His ancestors have served West-
ern North Carolina communities 
for more than 200 years including 
in the Revolutionary War.

Cawthorn was homeschooled 
in Hendersonville and attended 
Patrick Henry College the fall of  
2016 but he he said dropped out 
after earning low grades.

He had been nominated to 
the U.S. Na-
val Acad-
emy by 
Rep. Mark 
Meadows in 
2014. How-
ever, his 
application 
was rejected 
before the 
2014 car ac-

cident that changed his life.
The automobile accident left 

him partially paralyzed and in a Beautiful early morning autumn byways in Highlands.
– Photo by Rachel Lewicki

The Highlands Cashiers 
Health Foundation has success-
fully funded COVID-19 testing at 
Blue Ridge School and Early Col-

lege, Highlands School, and Sum-
mit Charter School to maximize 
the safety of  in-school learning 
and minimize the risk of  commu-

nity spread.
The weekly testing program 

began the second week of  Septem-
• See TESTING page 7

Weekly COVID-19 testing continues 
at Highlands’ & Cashiers’ schools

Halloween as Highlands 
knows it is cancelled – that being 
the evening festivities on Main 
Street. 

However, like Chamber 
CEO/President Kaye McHan 
says, “Gotta have some chocolate 
on Halloween!”

So, the Chamber is provid-
ing a bag of  candy to member 
businesses to offer their custom-
ers during normal business hours 
on Halloween, Oct. 31.

In addition, the Chamber, 
as well as The Bascom are part-
nering with The Literacy Council 
for a drive-thru event where treat 
bags will be given out at the Lit-
eracy Council Halloween night 
from 7:30 to 9 p.m.

In addition, the Chamber 
is also providing a treat bag for 
teachers at the Highlands School 
on October 27th in gratitude for 
all their hard work.

All other annual holiday 
events – the tree lighting and 
Christmas parade are on hold 
with details to be announced.

A different 
Halloween
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Highlands Mayor
Patrick Taylor

•wEatHEr•

Tonight is the October 
meeting of  the High-
lands Town Board. It 

will begin at 7 p.m. by way of  
ZOOM. I had hoped the meet-
ing could be in person, but tech-
nical problems and the ongoing 
virus concern makes ZOOM 
the best and safest option. 
The ZOOM information can 
be found on the town website. 
Public comments and public 
hearing statements will still be 
made by way of  ZOOM, or by 
sending them to me in advance at Mayor@
highlandsnc.org.

We have a full agenda for tonight’s 
meeting. There will be a public hearing 
concerning the town applying for a loan to 
build the new fire station. This hearing is 
requirement of  the North Carolina Local 
Government Commission who will review 
and approve the loan application. The loan 
will be paid back from fire tax revenues. 

The board will also revisit the request 
for water and sewer for the proposed High-
lands Cashiers Hospital Workforce Hous-
ing Project. A committee of  commissioners 
recently met with hospital officials concern-

ing the request. This committee 
will give a report and a recom-
mendation to the full board be-
fore a decision is made.

The board will also revisit 
a town employee cost of  liv-
ing adjustment. In July, as the 
pandemic was in full swing, 
the board delayed including a 
COLA in the budget, with the 
understanding that is would be 
revisited toward the end of  the 
year. Our administrative staff  
now have a clearer picture of  

the financial situation. I believe it is time to 
make this adjustment at this midpoint in the 
year. Town employees have been steadfast 
in doing their duties during this critical pe-
riod.

The board will also review a proposed 
bear ordinance that prohibits the feeding of  
bears. Also, it is time to review the morato-
rium that was placed on requiring bear resis-
tant toters. This moratorium was instituted 
in August because of  a back order issue. I 
believe it is time to move forward with this 
requirement. I appreciate the vast majority 
of  residents who have already purchased 
these toters. 

Early voting at the Highlands Recre-
ation Center got underway this morning . It 
will run through October 31. Any questions 
should be directed to the Macon County 
Board of  Elections. Their number is (828) 
349-2034.

On Thursday, October 22, there will be 
a public input meeting that is being orches-
trated by the Highlands Community Plan 
staff. The meeting is open to the public and 
starts at 5 pm at the 

Highlands Community Center. This 
session is an opportunity for residents to 
share their views about their vision for the 
future of  Highlands. I will not be at the 
meeting because it is a citizens meeting, not 
an elected officials meeting. For further in-
formation about this meeting and the com-
prehensive plan, please visit: www.highland-
scommunityplan.com/get-involved.

I like the last part of  the website ad-
dress, “get-involved.” In order to have a tru-
ly representative community plan, I hope all 
Highlanders will participate in the process. 
This meeting is just the beginning.

Zoom in on the TB meeting tonight

Thu, 15-0ct Fri, 16-0ct Sat, 17-0ct Sun, 18-0ct 
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by Old Edwards
G l e n   C o v e

Live a life of adventure and wellness in the beautiful Norton area of Cashiers, North Carolina, 
with abundant leisure amenities including a wellness center, heated mineral pool, 
entertainment barn with golf simulator lounge and 12-hole, par-three golf course.

Call today for a tour.  |  828.526.1783  |  GlenCoveLifestyle.com

•wEatHEr•
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Serving Lunch and Dinner Year-Round.
Gourmet Foods, Full Service Bar
Town Square at 343-D Main St. • Highlands

828-526-4035

Open inside
and

Outside

•HigHlands arEa dining dirEctory•

828-526-2338

...on the Verandah 
Restaurant

on Lake Sequoyah
www.ontheverandah.com

US 64 west • Highlands

Open 4p-8p
7 days a week

Inside, 
limited seating
& Take-out 

Tues. - Sat.
Dinner starts at

5:30 p.m.
Take-out & curbside 

delivery, too

Lunch: 11a-4p - 7 days
Dinner: 5:30p- until

6 days

Open Daily except Wednesday

Asia HouseAsia House
Japanese • Asian• Thai Cuisine

828-787-1680 or 828-787-1900
151 Helen’s Barn Avenue

Temporary Hours
12-9p 

Open for Take-out ONLY
Please order ahead

In-town delivery available
(min. delivery order $50)

CASUAL DINING IN A 
HISTORIC 1924 LOG CABIN 

_MENUS PRINTED DAIL1-

Dinner Nightly 5:00 PM 
Monday-Saturday 

Lunch 12:00 PM - 2:30 PM 
Tuesday - Saturday

Join us for 
Lunch & Dinner

130 Log Cabin Lane
828-526-5777

(Closed Wed. for dinner)

474 Main street 
828.526.3807 
wolf gangs.net 

American cuisine with a 
Creole twist and a 

German flair!

Serving 6 days a week
(Closed Tuesdays)

Bistro 4p
Dining Room 5:30p

Please call for reservations

Gift certificates now online 

Taste the difference. Always fresh.

Cafe

WeCaterHighlands.com
828-526-8847

470 Oak St adjacent to the Park in Downtown Highlands

Courtya
rd

& Catering

Full Lunch Menu 
Stocked Deli Case 
Heat & Eat Dinners 

Catering

Fresser
s

828.526.4906
www.paolettis.com

2- 8 oz. FiletsBaking Potatoes Broccoli Apple Cobbler $32.95 We prepare-you cook & heat Call to reserve 828-526-2762 
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•dining •

Paoletti
828.526.4906

www.paolettis.com

EXCEPTIONAL WINES 
CRAFT COCKTAILS

SERVING DINNER/BAR FROM 5PM 
EVERY EVENING

Main Street Highlands Since 1984

Now open!
We look forward to serving you.

Please call for reservations!
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STAY HOME • HIRE A CHEF 
- -- - - - - - - - - - --

Pinner Par/us 
ramiuf 6ratlterings 
FROM 2 - 50 PEOPLE 

• Relax - Enjoy your Family and Friends
• Let Me Do The Shopping, Cooking and 

Clean-up!
• Personalized Menus - Black Tie to BBQ 

Seafood Boils and Luaus
• Serv-Safe Certified

SANITARY AND RESPONSIBLE 

828-743-3145 I 561-345-0652

)Vi
GUARANTEED 

 llr111r1ous & ntt1t1°1 $ 

visit highlandsburritos.com

Mon - Sat   11am-4pm
Closed Sundays

Online Ordering Available and
NOW SERVING MARGARITAS!

I’m baaaaaack!
With the same menu, low prices, FREE coffee and 

an older more mellow attitude!
Come by for a visit and enjoy those Appalachian 

Fries and a fresh Gyro! 
We’re so grateful to be back HOME in Highlands!”

Salads • Pitas • Burgers • Philly Cheese Steak 
Shrimp Hoagie • Susan’s Rueben •Italian Sausage 
Chicken Wings •Appalachian Fries • Onion Rings 

Fried Shrimp • Fish n’ Chips • Chicken Fingers and 
more!

Open for Lunch
Sun., Mon., Thurs. - Sat.

11a to 3p
Open for Dinner

Thurs-Saturday
5p to 10p

Dine in or Call in your Order for Pickup!
828-200-0388

At the High Dive 476 Carolina Way • Highlands

Join Us for TUESDAY Boozeday!

Reservations Required
Call 828-526-5500 or email 

Michael@thebridgeatmillcreek.com

CHARDONN-EH?
Tuesday, Oct. 20

3-4p.m.| $45++ per person
Includes Tasters & Accoutrements

The wine world’s most versatile grape, just keep 
tasting and you’ll agree!

Join us for tastes from Burgundy, California 
and even Italy ... also, learn that like us, 
Champagne needs Chardonnay to exist!

2- 8 oz. FiletsBaking Potatoes Broccoli Apple Cobbler $32.95 We prepare-you cook & heat Call to reserve 828-526-2762 

Dinner Specials
Oct. 16 & 17

•lEttErs •
Dear Editor,

Whether you consider yourself  a conservative or a liber-
al, surely we all consider ourselves patriots, defenders of  our 
great nation. To that end, it is imperative for us to consider 
what unites us, rather than what divides us. For many of  us 

that is faith. This country was founded on the principle of  
separation of  Church and State, so that groups and individ-
uals may worship without the dictates of  the State. The op-
posite is also true, to provide for the State to function with 
laws of  equality and justice without religious controls. No 
laws should regulate religion and no religion should regulate 
laws or government.

For those of  us who call ourselves Christian, Jesus tells 
us that God has little interest in our outward religiosity, but 
desires that we do justice, love mercy, and walk humbly. 
(Micah 6:8) Jesus is very clear that if  anyone claims to be 
“right” with God, but fails to serve the poor, those in need, 
the sick, the oppressed, the stranger, and marginalized, then 
we are little more than the noise we make.  Most faiths en-
courage loving, befriending, affirming, and caring for those 
in need and not to judge those whose beliefs and way of  
life differs from ours. In the Christian faith, Jesus set that 
very example: befriending, socializing, eating with those os-
tracized by the “righteous” and he was reviled by the “righ-
teous” for his simple example of  unconditional love. 

A time has arrived when all people of  faith need to 
come together to show love toward our neighbor, toward 
one another, with forgiveness, grace, and blessing for those 
who see things differently, rather than judging and making 
enemies of  each other.

John 13:14 is a simple, yet difficult and powerful verse: 

Vote Faithfully
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Let’s Stay Home and Build A Fire! 
Delivered, Stacked & Ready to Burn!

828.200.3050 
bobhenritze@gmail.com

Ready for Winter?

The Firewood Company

(Pod, (PIIW6, (P� Spa, •• • • 
... 828-526-9581 ••• 

411 N. 4TH STREET, HIGHLANDS, NC 28741 
OPEN YEAR ROUND TUESDAY-SATURDAY 9-5 

S:JtTuu-
3�Tuul 

15% off of ALL 
NutriSource and PureVita 

canned & bagged food through October. 
Posh Paws has a wide variety of toys and treats to suit 

every dog's preference. We also carry skin & coat, hip & 
joint, general wellness and dental health supplies. 

A new command I give you: Love 
one another. As I have loved you, 
so must you love one another.” 
Not the others you agree with, 
not the others you want to argue 
into seeing things your way, not the 
others who join you in judging and 
vilifying others. It’s quite simple, 
and so hard—Love one another. 

In this election year, this pan-
demic year, this year of  economic 
upheaval, this year of  inordinate 
political division, it is urgent for 
patriotic Americans to think seri-
ously about their vote being one 
that reflects their Christian, Jewish, 
or other religious values of  bring-
ing this country back toward unity, 
toward our “one nation, under 
God, indivisible, with liberty and 
justice for all.”

Vote faithfully.
Diane C. McPhail

Julia Grumbles

...LETTERS continued from page 5

Dear Editor,
The Town Board of  Commis-

sioners has just approved a subdi-
vision plan for “Bearmor,” a new 
multi-home development on steep 
slopes off  Big Bear Pen Road. 
Next comes the proposed paving 
of  Big Bear Pen Road to service 
the new subdivision. 

What are the problems of  
paving Big Bear Pen Road? They 
are several and interrelated: 

1) Big Bear Pen Road cur-
rently is some gravel and mostly 
dirt, part of  Highlands’ rustic (and 
“Please drive slowly”) charm. 

2) The current permeable sur-
face on Big Bear Pen Road is safer 
for humans, nature and wildlife and 
slows speeding drivers. This is a 
road known for tight, sharp curves 
on a steep incline with limited vis-
ibility. Driving, cycling, walking, or 
strolling the road, as many now do, 
becomes even more dangerous if  
Big Bear Pen Road is paved. 

3) Is wildlife more likely 
to perish in the face of  this on-

Do We Really 
Need to Pave 
Big Bear Pen 

Road?

slaught? It’s a fair question. 
Bears and other wildlife travel 

the area daily. 
4) A new slick asphalt sur-

face on Big Bear Pen Road would 
likely become a series of  treacher-
ous “black ice” spots in freezing 
weather. A hazard for residents and 
the town? And more road mainte-
nance? More costs? Most certainly. 

5) More rain water would 
wash down the paved steep incline 
- emptying into Chestnut Street 
ditches where Big Bear Pen Road 
meets the intersection of  Chestnut 
Street, Sixth Street and Lower Lake 
Road. The inadequate ditches along 
Chestnut Street cannot currently 
contain the high volume of  waters 
now running down Big Bear Pen 
Road. Excess storm water washes 
over Chestnut during “gully wash-
ers.” These heavy flows of  storm 
waters would only increase with the 
paving of  Big Bear Pen Road. Even 
worse, Big Bear Pen Road connects 
to the very steep, newly paved road 
into the new “BearMor” subdivi-
sion – more water headed down 
the steep road. 

6) Chestnut Street between 
Sixth Street and Fifth Street pres-
ently has a major potential fatality 
risk. Speeders on this section of  
Sixth Street invite pedestrian acci-
dents and/or deaths. The posted 
speed limit is 25 miles per hour. 
Reckless drivers treat it like a drag-
strip, and speeds are estimated to 
be twice the speed limit. Chest-
nut Street may become more of  a 
death trap. During the peak sum-
mer seasons, dozens of  pedestri-
ans per day travel Chestnut Street. 
No, Chestnut was not designed as 
a pedestrian walkway, but it has be-
come one: elderly people on walk-
ers, parents with babies in strollers, 
joggers, dog walkers, children and 
bicycle riders. Some are local. Many 
are visitors to local inns following 
suggestions for walking this route. 
All are at risk from high speed driv-
ers. 

The town engineer indicates 
that the state highway department 
has declined to install sidewalks 
and/or speed bumps on this stretch 
of  Chestnut. The town police chief  
says using radar equipped patrol 

cars is impossible because there 
is no roadside place for them to 
park. The town mayor says that 
“radar signs” could help, but 
historically, the town council has 
been hostile to speed-dampening 
devices. So, the danger persists. 
No solutions. 

Will there be a death or seri-
ous injury on Big Bear Pen Road 
or Chestnut Street? Would the 
proposed paving of  Big Bear Pen 
worsen this struggle between pe-
destrians and speeding cars on 
this stretch of  Chestnut Street? 
Would it make a bad situation 
even worse? Predictably, yes. 

My wife and I live very near 
Chestnut Street between Fifth 
and Sixth Street, so we see this 
scary scene repeated often - peo-
ple dodging speeding cars. The 
problem is real. 

 A sign in a local coffee shop 
reads: “Close to nature. Far from 
stress.” This is our shared di-
lemma in Highlands: how do we 
preserve the character of  our be-
loved town and keep it safe and 
ruggedly beautiful? How do the 
citizens, property owners, town 
council, mayor, town manager, 
planner, and staff  make those de-
cisions? And how does each de-
cision lead to yet another tough 
dilemma? First, a new subdivision 
was blasted out of  rock on Big 
Bear Pen, with water and sewer 
provided by the town of  High-
lands, then its steep entrance road 
was paved. 

Now, more water floods 
across and down Big Bear Pen 
Road. 

Where does it end? Or does 
it? And, does it end well? The 
new subdivision is poetically 
named “BearMor.” But can we 
really “bear more” of  this kind 
of  development? 

David Sweatt 
Highlands

Dear Editor,
I’m sure all of  you who have 

lived in Highlands before 1994 
remember Kings Inn. It was lo-

Kings Inn
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(828) 526-3554
ORDERS TAKEN THRU SUNDAY, NOV. 22

cated at 4th and South Street.  It burned 
down in 1994.

It was originally built by Mr. Monroe 
Skinner as his home.  Mr. Skinner moved 
to Highlands from Wyoming in 1878.  He  
became the Justice of  the Peace and Tax 
Collector for Highlands.

Mrs. Margaretta Ravenel bought Mr. 
Skinner’s home in 1883 and christened it 
“The Islington House”.  She named it after 
an old section of  Charleston, South Caro-
lina.  She turned it into one of  Highlands 
most gracious lodgings.

  Mr. R.R. “Bob” King bought it in 
1925.  Mr. King made into a very luxurious 
hotel and named it Kings Inn.  It became 
the #1 hotel in Highlands.  It was the first 
hotel to have a heated swimming pool. It 
also had a television and fireplace in each 
room. 

The Kings Inn became the honey 
moon capital of  Western Carolina.  In the 
40’s and 50’s anywhere from 25 to 40 new-
lyweds would celebrate their honeymoon 
at the Kings Inn every year.  Mrs. King be-
came known for her southern cooking.  The 
dining room seated 150 people.  On Sun-
days, people would come from miles to en-
joy Mrs. King’s Sunday buffet.  Her recipes 
are still floating around Highlands and you 
can order her cookbook on line (King’s Inn 
Cookbook).

In 1940 Mr. and Mrs. Robert E. Ed-
wards were celebrating their 60th wedding 
anniversary at the Kings Inn.  Almost every-
one in Highlands was invited.  At that time 

the population was a little over 500.
During the celebration, a young man 

walked up to Mr. Edwards and said, “Mr. 
Edwards, you are truly a hero. You have the 
perfect marriage.  What is your secret?”  Mr. 
Edwards looked at him and said “Son, it is 
really simple.  In 1880 we got married at 
the log law house.”  (The log law house was 
built in 1850. It served as a schoolhouse, 
courthouse, church and community center. 
There were no churches in Highlands in 
1880 and very few places to have a wedding 
ceremony.  The  log law house was located 
where Wright’s Square is located today). 

When we left to go on our honeymoon, 
we had a brand-new buggy and a brand-new 
mule. We got about 100 yards out of  town 
and the mule stopped, it wouldn’t budge.  
My wife jumped out of  the buggy, got in 
front of  the mule, looked him in the eye and 
said, “That’s one.”

The mule went about another 50 yards 
and stopped again.  My wife jumped out 
of  the buggy, got in the mule’s face, looked 
him the eye and said “That’s two.”  The 
third time, the mule went about 50 yards 
and stopped again.  My wife jumped out 
of  the buggy, got in the mule’s face, took 
a pistol out of  her purse and shot the mule 
3 times.  I jumped out of  the buggy and 
said sweetheart, you can’t do that.  My wife 
looked at me and said, “That’s one.”

“You are right, we have had a perfect 
marriage for 60 years.”

Kenny Youmans      
Highlands

...LETTERS continued from page 6

ber at and will continue through 2019 or as 
long as in-person school continues.

“The COVID-19 testing program that 
is being provided at Highlands School by 
the Highlands Cashiers Hospital Founda-
tion has really eased my mind and lowered 
my anxiety,” said Highlands High School 
AP English Teacher Cathy McIntyre-Ross. 
“Being 65, my risk is greater for the virus. 
But even if  I was 25, I would still want to be 
tested weekly for many reasons. The main 
one is I want our school to stay open! The 
more students, faculty, and staff  that are 
tested, the greater the chance we can con-
tain an outbreak and stay on campus for in-
person learning - it is that simple.” 

Highlands School and Summit Char-
ter School began the testing program dur-
ing the week of  September 14th and Blue 
Ridge School and Early College began their 

...TESTING continued from page 1

• See TESTING page 20
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~ Home Decor 
~ Gifts 

~ Jewelry

468 Carolina Way 
Highlands

(Between N. 4th & N. 5th)
828-526-3909

Upstairs and Across the Walkway at 
“Falls on Main” Highlands

Open at 9a Tues.-Sat. • 828-526-3939

Owner/Stylist: Lacy Jane Villardo
Stylists: Heahter Escandon

Maggie Barden, Bri Field, Desiray Schmitt 
and Cali Smolarsky

Nail Tech: Jenna Schmitt
Massage Therapist: Brenda Lopez

Hair • Nails • Waxing • Tanning • Facials
Massages • Eyelash Extensions 

Walk-ins Welcome!

Yard Art Open 
for outside pickup & delivery

COREY JAMES GALLERY
& Estate Consignments

(828) 526-4818
On the corner of 3rd & Spring

526-5999
Located at 680 N. 4th. St., Highlands

Carrying a wide variety of  
natural products for your  

Mind, Body & Home.
Open Mon.-Sat. 9a to 5:30p

Organic Fresh Juices & Smoothies  
and Salads “On the Go!”
Open Mon.-Sat. 9a to 5p

Main Street Payments, LLC 
Jerry Moore 
828-482-2032 

PO Box 1516, Highlands, NC 28741 
jerrymoore@mainstreetpayments.org

www.mainstreetpayments.org

Don’t like your credit card 
fees? Keep processor but 

reduce your fees!

“I am passionate about helping small 
businesses save money. – Jerry Moore

Over $300,000 in savings to our clients.
Merchant Type Monthly Savings
Clothing Retailer.............................$600
Truck & Trailer Accessories..........$4,000
Pizza & Sub Restaurant..................$575
Automotive Repair Business.........$1,000
Dental Office...................................$850
Hotel.................................................$350

Kathy Manos Penn

•ink PEnn•
All About Books

Are you ready to return to the Cotswolds?
Join me again for a trip to Eng-

land. Let this excerpt from my cozy 
mystery “Pumpkins, Paws & Mur-
der” take you to a Fall Fete across the 
pond.

As my dog scampered off, I 
looked for my Wizard of  
Oz cohorts. Our plan was 

to position ourselves next to the 
Scarecrow Garden. The garden 
had blossomed since I’d seen it 
yesterday. Today there were nearly 
thirty scarecrows with pumpkins 
scattered among them. There was even a 
Humpty Dumpty scarecrow sitting on a bale 
of  hay. 

I heard Gavin before I saw him. He 
wore a silver vest and gallon paint cans up 
and down his legs and arms. With his face 
painted silver and a tin funnel on his head, he 
was somewhat recognizable as a Tin Man—
maybe one crossed with the Michelin man.

He clanked toward me, followed by 
Toby as the Scarecrow and Peter as the Cow-
ardly Lion. Rhiannon’s Glinda the Good 
Witch costume sparkled in the sunlight as 
she exited the inn arm in arm with the Wick-
ed Witch of  the West. With her green face 
paint and big fake nose, Libby was almost 
unrecognizable. What gave her away were 
the salt and pepper curls peeking out from 
beneath the black hat. 

I clapped as the group came together. 
“If  there were a costume contest, I’m sure 
we’d win. Too bad Dickens doesn’t look 
much like Toto, but he’ll just have to do.”

I never ceased to be amazed at how 
well Dickens could hear. He came dashing 
toward us from the garden, barking. “Hey, 
what do you mean I’ll ‘just have to do?’ I’m 
made for this part.”

“Well, you’ve certainly changed your 
tune, young man,” I said.

I’m sure my friends wondered what I 
was talking about, but they didn’t ask. Ev-
eryone was too busy taking in the sights and 
sounds of  the Fête and greeting friends.

“Look, Leta, your neighbors are here—
Deborah and John Watson and their son 
Timmy. Let’s see if  Timmy wants his picture 
made with us,” said Gavin.

Wendy had recruited Timmy to play 
Michael Darling with her Peter Pan crew. 
Dressed in footy pajamas, he threw his arms 
around Dickens as Deborah and John greet-
ed us.

“No dental emergencies today, John?” 
I asked.

“Hush, don’t jinx me,” 
said our village dentist. “Get-
ting out of  this Captain Hook 
outfit to repair a tooth wouldn’t 
be easy. I’m keeping my fingers 
crossed.” He dropped a pound 
in my straw basket while Debo-
rah took a picture of  Timmy 
posed with the gang.

I spotted Belle getting her 
face painted. Belle was all about 
fun and had volunteered to sell 
tickets for cornhole. It was set 
up on one side of  the apple-

bobbing bucket, and the Peter Pan team was 
stationed on the other side. “Oh my gosh, 
Peter. Your sister’s costume is perfect. Did 
Belle make it?” I asked as I caught a glimpse 
of  Wendy.

“Of  course,” said Peter. “Just like she 
fashioned this lion suit for me. She had the 
darnedest time making my tail.”

Next to Wendy, a.k.a Peter Pan, stood 
Gemma in a blue empire waist dress, the 
spitting image of  Wendy Darling with her 
blonde hair down on her shoulders. When 
Captain Hook and Michael Darling joined 
them, the ensemble was complete. 

I saw a crowd forming near Dickens, 
who for some reason had decided to bob 
for apples, so I scurried off, promising to 
return later.

I heard a voice from the crowd. “I’ve 
never seen a dog bob for apples before.”

By this time, Dickens had his front 
paws and his head in the bucket with his 
hind legs dangling above the ground. He 
popped back up and barked. “Leta, look at 
the balls. Can I have one?”

I laughed at my dripping wet dog. For-
tunately, only the front of  his body was 
soaked. “Dickens, those aren’t balls, you 
silly boy. They’re apples.”

“Yup, I tried to tell him that,” said the 
teenager in charge, “But he’s a determined 
little thing. Guess I’ll have to rinse out the 
bucket and start fresh.”

***
Would you like to extend your visit 

to the UK? Look for “Pumpkins, Paws & 
Murder” on Amazon.

• Award-winning author Kathy Manos Penn 
is a Georgia resident. Find her cozy mysteries on 
Amazon. Locally, “Lord Banjo the Royal Pooch” 
is available at Highlands Mountain Paws. Contact 
her at inkpenn119@gmail.com, and follow her on 
Facebook, www.facebook.com/KathyManosPen-
nAuthor/. 

***
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Chestnut Hill, 
a residential retirement community on a quiet 
mountain top in Highlands, NC, has spacious 
Independent and Assisted Living Apartments.

It is a full-service, Medicaid Certified community. 

For further information call Linda Tiffany at 
828-526-5251 or 904-514-4896
www.chestnuthillofhighlands.com

Milton Ready

•tHE Past & tHE PrEsEnt• 

As a historian I’m 
struck by how nar-
row and distorted 

our construction of  Amer-
ica’s past has become. His-
tory now has been reduced 
to a patriotic tale of  heroic 
Founders, all statuesque men 
if  blemished, of  the most 
beautiful instrument ever 
created, the original Consti-
tution, the most important 
parts the Second and First 
Amendments and certainly 
not any other, and of  strong 
Presidents like, well, Number 
45, who stand between us and anarchy, in 
this case Black Lives Matter. The original 
Constitution has just four pages, and, like 
the Bible, is thumped more than read, pa-
raded more than perused, then afterward 
used as a litmus test of  American-ness. Af-
ter 1789, historically it’s as if  nothing mat-
ters except Presidents. 

At some point, I’m convinced Don-
ald Trump will “discover” that Thomas 
Jefferson also was a Republican just as he 
surprisingly did Abraham Lincoln. It’s those 
Presidents again. Now obsessed with Lin-
coln, Trump forever expropriates log cab-
ins that birthed Lincoln and supposedly 
Republican values, tries to give ponderous 
wannabe Gettysburg-like speeches, wistfully 
envies 60’ high Mt. Rushmore sculptures 
that should include his rocky face alongside 
Lincoln’s, and, of  course, repeats the mantra 
that no one except possibly Lincoln has ever 
done as much for blacks. Well, he just might 
have done more. Don’t those uppity, well-
paid blacks in NBA and NFL plantations 
understand that? 

Since Trump couldn’t give his nominee 
acceptance speech at Gettysburg surround-
ed by statues of  heroic dead white males, he 
moved convention events to Mr. Jefferson’s 
white house anticipating a permanent resi-
dence there, and, like Tom, wants to reno-
vate and redesign it to enshrine his greatness 
like George Washington’s nearby Mt. Ver-
non. Now wasn’t Washington also a Repub-
lican? And a billionaire? And a shrewd real 
estate guy? Agh! 

The distortions abound. Really now, 
does anyone seriously believe that Honest 
Abe and Dishonest Donald share any val-
ues? Or that Lincoln’s Radical Republicans 
were anything like today’s Trumped up RI-
NOS? Or that Democrats today have any 

Hijacked History and Pretend Patriotism
similarities to those of  the 
1880s? Or 1960s? Or that 
bumbling Joe Biden, a ca-
reer politician, has ever 
done anything radical in 
his life? Perhaps we should 
test politicians for delusion 
as well as cognition and co-
vid-19. 

Yet while all politi-
cians rightfully pay respect 
to the flag and patriotism, 
its reductio ad nauseam by 
Trump seems especially de-
ceitful coming from a draft 
dodger five times over, a 

person who savaged John McCain, one 
of  the nation’s greatest modern heroes, 
from a President who raised no objection 
when Russia and Iran placed bounties on 
the scalps of  American soldiers he com-
manded, and who claims he is smarter 
than all his generals. Yet from Colin Powell 
to James Mattis, America’s best generals 
have questioned Trump’s leadership, even 
his loyalty, and deserted his command. 
Like the naturalization ceremony for im-
migrants held at the White House, it’s all 
a con job, but, like most of  Trump’s, slick 
and effective. 

As I watched Trump’s healthy, well-
dressed, privileged, and entitled sons at the 
convention talk about how their father, the 
draft dodger, would work tirelessly and sac-
rifice everything to protect our freedom, I 
fully expected that, at any moment, they 
would grab one of  many American flags 
conspicuously draped everywhere and run 
around the podium singing God Bless 
America. Still, no chance of  a film called 
Saving Private Trump from their sacrificial 
commitment to this nation. Ditto for the 
Romney’s and Clinton’s. For many Ameri-
cans, nothing is more galling than the 
pretended patriotism of  those who have 
sacrificed little to nothing for this nation 
but instead have profited from and even 
exploited its liberties and blessings. 

As a veteran, I abhor the paraded, 
pretended patriotism prevalent today in 
both parties that cloaks self-interest, and, 
as Samuel Johnson once said, is the last (or 
first) refuge of  a scoundrel. In the end, I 
embrace Mark Twain’s definition of  pa-
triotism, namely that it is “supporting your 
country all the time, and your government 
when it deserves it.” We deserve better 
government and truehearted patriotism.      
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COUNTRY CLUB PROPERTIES
Wright Sq. 828-526-2520 | www.ccphighlandsnc.com | ccp4info@frontier.com

Main Street Mtn. Fresh

Located on a charming lane less than 
3 miles from town, this 2 bedroom 2 
bath sit high on a hill and has a circu-
lar concrete drive. high ceilings in the 
living room and open kitchen plan. 
ready for your personal touches. Of-
fered at $250,000. mls #92320

Charming 3 bedroom, 1.5 bath has a 
large private lot with pond. paved road 
to driveway, plenty of  parking. easy 
living one level plan. move in condi-
tion with high ceiling in great room 
and a lovely covered porch overlook-
ing the pond. Offered at $345,000. mls 
#91546

5 Bedrooms, 4 baths, not your plain 
Jane ranch. Very unique with heavy 
logs, lots of  stone and wood. Lovingly 
restored with central heat and air and 
meticulously maintained by the cur-
rent Owner. Offered at $875,000. mls 
#93129

Three bedroom, three 1/2 bath, open 
living dining area with gas fireplace. 
Complete kitchen with eat in bar. Nice 
view, covered back and front decks. 
Extra lot can be purchased with home. 
HOA fees include road maintenance, 
water, well and landscaping. Offered at 
$699,000. mls #92487

This charming home with deeded 
access to Apple Lake where you can 
klands and sits high on the lot with 
2 bedrooms and a 3rd loft bedroom. 
The living room has a wood burning 
fireplace and one care garage. In a 
great area of  nice homes. Offered at 
$450,000. mls #94440

On a peaceful lot this one level home 
offers easy living with plenty of  room 
to spread out. features include a spa-
cious foyer, two living areas an eat in 
kitchen, private dinning room lovely 
wood floors throughout the living area 
and a stacked stone fireplace. Mmaster 
bedroom with private bath, a two-car 
garage and a front porch is perfect 
for rocking chairs and relaxation also 
the back yard is fenced. Offered at 
$470,000. mls #94441 

23.06+/- acres with a 1 BR 1 BA 
home that was started in 1972 and 
completed around 1995, additional 3 
BR 1 BA farmhouse on the property 
built in early 1900’s. Property has been 
in the Cash family since 1930. Great 
views. Property adjoins USFS lands. 
Offered at $850,000. mls #92560 

This home is very close to downtown 
Highlands in a very private small well 
planned development of  beautiful 
homes and a short walk to Mirror 
Lake to feed the ducks or go fishing, 
canoeing or kayaking. You will be just 
minutes from shopping or dining in 
your favorite restaurant in Highlands. 
Offered at $360,000. mls #93917

Wonderful post and beam is move in 
condition and features a spectacular 
Blue Valley View. House is post and 
beam hybrid, with an open plan Liv-
ing room with fireplace, dining and 
kitchen, Upstairs is a master suite 
with large master bath with soak-
ing tub and shower. Lower level has 
a guest bedroom, bath, sitting room 
with laundry, and an additional office 
or overflow room. Large RV garage 
that is stubbed for possible studio or 
guest quarters. Offered at $650,000. 
mls #93290

Brand new Construction! Custom 
cabinets with granite counter tops 
and farm sink. Open living room/
dining room/kitchen with tongue and 
groove ceilings and hardwood floors, 
solid masonry fireplace with Tennes-
see stone. Tile shower and floors in 
master bath. Electric heat pump, dual 
fuel range, metal roof. Basement with 
garage door. Beautiful 1850’s log cab-
in on the property with sleeping loft, 
bathroom and kitchenette. Offered at 
$724,000. mls #91083

This elegant condo offers a private 
side garden winterized porch with 
screened and vinyl windows warmed 
by a lovely stone fireplace. The living 
room has another stone fireplace for 
watching the fire while having dinner. 
Old Highlands Park is just a few min-
utes walk to town for shopping and 
dining. Enjoy 3 great bedrooms and 
baths. Fully furnished with designer 
furnishings including original art 
work. Dishes, silverware, glasses and 
linens. Come see this beautiful home. 
Offered at $1,395,000. mls #94696

Great location close to town. This 
cottage is move in condition and 
checks all of  the boxes, Custom 
Kitchen, lofty rooms, Pond, Noisy 
water, privacy, outdoor living. 2 bed-
rooms, 2 baths. Huge screened porch! 
Updated, yet old house charm! Ready 
for you to enjoy. Offered at $550,000. 
mls #94723

In prestigious Brushy Face commu-
nity on 2.06 acres with 75 mile expose 
of  Blue Valley out back and Satulah 
Mountain up front. An extra buildable 
lot is included. Given top quality con-
struction with detailed finishes. This 
thoughtfully designed home will suit 
all occasions - large or small. Three 
levels include living and master area, 
bedroom suites upstairs and rec room, 
office an more downstairs. Expansive 
decks, too. Offered at $1,995,000. mls 
#94406

Charming Southern two story Colo-
nial, modeled on George Washington’s 
Mount Vernon home. Large sweeping 
stone portico. Owner built in 1976. 
First time on the market. 4 bedrooms 
3.5 baths, full house generator. Gas 
log fireplace. Loads of  storage. Two 
car garage. Large basement with 
workshop, additional car storage and 
enough room for a family rec room or 
home theatre. Offered at $1,100,000. 
mls #94532

This home is a true walk to town 
beauty with 3 bedrooms 3 baths with 
a large family room/rec room down-
stairs with a wood burning stove for 
those chilly nights. Walk to Main 
Street Highlands for shopping or dine 
in your favorite restaurant and stop 
and feed the ducks on nearby Har-
ris Lake. Offered at $475,000. mls 
#93940
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• See EVENTS page 13
Highlands Aerial ParkHighlands Aerial Park  

Open DailyOpen Daily
with increased Covid19 protocol for staff & guests.

Guided UTV Tours of our park’s 95 acres adjoining 100,000 acres of NFS. 
Tour features: 

Forest and meadows, waterfalls and long range views, flora, fauna, 
and climate influences, and a 400-year history of our area. 

NEW THIS YEAR: 

G o  t o  H i g h l a n d s a e r i a l p a r k . c o m 
for details and to book your 

reservation for:
• Zipline Canopy Tours

• Family Challenge Course
• Giant Swing

• Dual 40’ Tree Climb
• Complimentary Nature Trails

(828) 382-8884 
9625 Dillard Rd • Scaly Mountain, NC

 Fabulous Fall Finds for
Home & Body

...ELECTION continued from page 1

Madison Cawthorn

Moe Davis

• See ELECTION page 14

wheelchair. Cawthorn says his ordeal built 
his faith, made him a fighter, helped him ap-
preciate every day, and inspired him to help 
everyone he encounters overcome whatever 
adversity they face in their daily lives.

Today, Cawthorn is a small business-
man. He is the owner and CEO of  a real 
estate investment company. Cawthorn is 
also a motivational speaker. 
He challenges people across 
the nation to have faith, work 
hard, play by the rules and 
pursue the American dream.

A constitutional con-
servative, Cawthorn is com-
mitted to defending the val-
ues of  faith, family and the 
freedom. Cawthorn attends 
Biltmore Church in Hender-
sonville. He enjoys hunting, 
cooking, travel, fitness, pho-
tography and videography, 
and studying history. He is 
engaged to be married to 
Cristina Bayardelle.

Madison Cawthorn:
“I am running for Con-

gress for three main reasons,” 
said Cawthorn. “First, we 
need term limits on Congress 
so that there is incentive 
within the House. More will 
be accomplished if  there are 
term limits. Second, we need 
a balanced budget amend-
ment. It is immoral to place 
this kind of  debt upon ourselves and the 
upcoming generations. The third and most 
important reason is that we have to combat 
the rise of  Socialism in this country.”

Moe Davis was born, raised, and edu-
cated in North Carolina. His hometown is 
Shelby and his family had a farm in Ruther-
ford County between Newhouse and Hollis 
where his dad was born and raised. He is 
a graduate of  Appalachian State University 
and the North Carolina Central University 
School of  Law. He spent the first 25 years 
of  his life in North Carolina before joining 
the Air Force. While in the Air Force, he 
earned two Masters of  Laws, one from the 
Army JAG School in Charlottesville, Va., 
and another from the National Law Center 
at George Washington University in DC. 

He and his wife bought property in 
Asheville two years ago and started con-
struction on a house a year ago. The couple 
moved to Asheville last May and are cur-
rently renting in the Chunns Cove area 
while their house is being finished. Davis 

is a disabled veteran and uses the Asheville 
VA Medical Center for his medical care, 
which is the same VA hospital his dad used 
a half  century ago.

Davis is a retired Air Force Colonel 
with 25 years of  service. He is best known 
for serving as the Chief  Prosecutor for the 
terrorism trials at Guantánamo Bay, Cuba, 

from September 2005 to 
October 2007. He resigned 
his post when he was or-
dered to use evidence that 
was obtained by torture. He 
spent his last year on active 
duty as the Director of  the 
Air Force Judiciary where 
he supervised 265 people 
around the world and was 
responsible for oversight 
of  the Air Force criminal 
justice system. Davis was a 
Senior Specialist in National 
Security for the 111th Con-
gress and head of  the For-
eign Affairs, Defense and 
Trade Division at the Con-
gressional Research Service, 
a branch of  the Library of  
Congress. He worked there 
from December 2008 to 
January 2010. Davis was 
Executive Director of  the 
Crimes of  War Education 
Project from 2010 to 2011 
and then was a full-time fac-
ulty member at the Howard 

University School of  Law from 2011 to 
2015. During that time, he was a regular 
contributor on MSNBC, CNN and other 
news outlets on military and national secu-
rity matters. Davis’ last job was as a judge 
for the U.S. Department of  Labor from 
2015 until September 2019 when he retired. 
Davis spent the last four months of  his ten-
ure at the Department of  Labor telework-
ing from Asheville.

Moe Davis:
“Since I live in what was the ger-

rymandered part of  Asheville, I thought 
that when I retired in September I was re-
ally retired,” said Davis. “When the court 
intervened in November and told the leg-
islature to redraw the congressional map 
or they’d do it for them, it became appar-
ent that Asheville and Buncombe County 
would be reunited and I would be living in 
the 11th Congressional District. I looked 
at the Democrats that were running and I 
just didn’t see anyone that I thought had the 
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Dear Neighbors and Friends,
We are Western North Carolinians concerned for our state and country.
We don’t agree on everything, but we all want the best for everyone.
Better healthcare. More jobs. The best education for every child. Universal broadband. 
Security and safety. Freedom and, yes, justice. And more ...
But mostly we want and need a President we can trust. That trust requires a President who 
has character and integrity.
Why? Because when the decisions are hard, seemingly impossible, it is character that guides 
us – be it the character gained through life experience or faith or both.
A leader is trusted to responsibly use the vast resources and expertise our democratic 
government provides. Trusted to make the best decisions for all Americans and our nation. 
Those will be the decisions that bring us together.
We trust that Joe Biden has the character and integrity to be that President.

Please, vote for Joe. We are.
Rhonda & Bo Alexander • Amy Asay • Anna Katarina Backus • Marsha Lee & Tom Baker • Mark & Sandy Ballinger • Lorna Barnett • Liz Barrow 

Debra Bauman • Lauren Baxley • Bob Beaudet • Danie Beck • Annette & Terry Bell • Barbara Halliwill Bell • John Bell • Maizie Belser 
Rick & Debra Bennett • Lee H. Berger • Lindsay Bisset • Lisa Bloom • Marty Boone • Alister Brady • Chris Brouwer • Arvilla Brewer • Vivian Brewer 

Sue Ellen Bridgers • Sean Bridgers • Erin Bronk • Dr. George H. Brown • Lynne Underwood Browne • James Stewart Browne • Richard & Elizabeth Bruce 
 Deborah Bryant • Julia Buckner • Chris Bueker • Joe Buranosky, Col USMC (Ret.) • Mary K. Buranosky, CDR USN (Ret.) Cynthia & William Burke 
Louise & Frank Burrell • Frederick & Pamela Buskey • Carolyn & JC Cagle • Janet Carter • Maria & Dan Chasins • Carol Childs • Dr. San Ho Choi 

Lucy Christopher • James & Lisa Clark • Mary Jo Cobb • Anne Collins • Dr. Eli Collins-Brown • Michelle Cooper 
Nilofer & Mark Couture • Isabel Couture • Charlotte Cowan • Frederick & Marianna Coyle • Ted Coyle • Marilyn Davis • Polly Davis • Susan L. Davis 

Bill Deck • Ken & Linda Dickert • Brenda Donargo • Barbara Dornbush • PJ & Cheryl Doyle • Suzanne Duggan • Kelly Duncan • Pamela Duncan 
Nancy & Bill Duncan • Kitty Eaton • Susan Ervin • Ellen Fagan • Cynthia Faircloth-Smith • Anna Fariello • Kathy J. Farmer • Mary Anne Farrell, MD MPH 

Jane Finneran • Laura Flaherty • Linda Fulk • Santiago Garcia-Castañón • Barbara Goergen • Joe Goldberg • Enrique Gomez 
George Graning, MD • Lily Green • Jill Gregory • Dick Grier • Mona Groban • Connie & Phil Haire • Rick Hane • Gerald Haskins • Karen Hawk 

Cindy Henderson • Jim Hendrix • Ed & Judy Henson • Mary Herr • Charles & Pam Hill • Carol & Lynn Hogue • Jim & Hosie Howe 
Marty & Maureen Hydaker • Charlie & Christine Hyde • Anne Hyder • Jane Jerry • Diane Jettinghoff  • Sally Johannessen • Richard Jones Gwen Kelly 

Pam Kerr • Martie Thompson Kingree • James Kneisley • Jane Koenig • Becky & Burt Kornegay • Jenna Kranz • LD Kranz • Nate Kreuter 
Pam Krauss • Laura Lankford • Michael Lanzilotta • Mark & Debbie Lassiter • Susie Ledford • Jill & Mike Leskow • Carole Light 

Gerlinde M. & Robert M. Lindy • Karen Lunnen • Alex Macaulay • Gayle Maddox • Tom & Margaret Massie • Elaine Betts McCollum • Tina McCulloch 
Erin McCully • Anna McFadden • Jeanne & Patrick McGuire • Linda & William McReynolds • Kathy Meeker • Helen Moore • Jane Morgan • Walt & Pat Morris 

Eric Myers • Constance Neely • Jeff  & Randi Neff  • Dave Nelson • Bill Nichols • Ginny Nichols • Beth Nicholson • Peter P. Nieckarz Jr. • Ben Ogletree 
Joan Parks • Gwen Parris • Jen Pearson • Joan E. Pedersen • Dan & Jane Perlmutter • Frank Peterson • Lois Petrovich-Mwanki 

Donna Cowley Philips • Dr. & Mrs. Maurice Phipps • David Pitelka • Mary & Stanley Polanski • Martha Porter • Cornelia Powell • John & Candy Powell 
Jeff  & Sue Powell • Maryellen Ramstack • Rick Rawlins • Susie Ray • Peter Ray • Sue Resnik • Martha Roberto • Louise Runyon 

 Drucilla & Barry Russell • Rosalind Ryan • Rita Salain • Donna & Jeff  Savage • Bonny Schley • Myrtle Schrader • Bob & Nancy Scott • Darlene Scott 
 Leslie Scott • Joe & Dorothy Sexton • William Shelton • Ricky & Helene Siegel • Julia Simmons • Janet Smith • Penny Smith • Robert E. Smith • Marilyn Staats 

CW Stewart • Connie Stiles • Carole Stork • Cynthia Strain • Joyce Stratton • Ginny Stratton • Sharon Stricker • Diane Stumm • Karen & Stu Swartz 
Betsy Swift • Thomas Thibeault • Rev. Dr. James E. Thomas • Connie Thompson • Judge Lacy & Dottie Thornburg 

Dr. David & Mrs. Ann Trigg • Doug & Kathy Trochelman • Null & Trudy Tucker • Gerri Tulley • Gene Tunnell, Ph.D. • Don Twardowski 
Janine & Tom Vann • David Voorhees • Sue Waldroop • John Warren • Ericka Washington • Carmen Waite • Madeleine Watt • Tom & Dona West 
Margo White • Martha J. White • Mayna White • Chris Wilcox • Laura Walne Wilson • Sarah Workman • Jean Wright • Emily Wright • Murat Yazan 

Rachel York-Bridgers • Bonnie & Dick Zacher
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...ELECTION continued from page 12

• See ELECTION page 15

ability to generate the attention and the re-
sources required to defeat Mark Meadows. 
I have a large national following, particu-
larly on Twitter where I have about 158,000 
followers, and I have high-level connec-
tions because of  my military and federal 
government service. The bottom line for 
me is that I have spent more than 30 years 
of  my life in uniform, in a suit on the Hill, 
or in a robe, because I believe in America 
and in democracy. I’ve invested too much 
of  my life to watch our democracy go 
down the drain.”

1. What it has been like campaigning during 
a pandemic. What safety protocols are you taking? 
Do you think it has made this election cycle more 
difficult?

Cawthorn: “Campaigning during Cov-
id-19 has certainly had its fair share of  chal-
lenges,” said Cawthorn. “At each event, we 
urge people to take the precautions they feel 
are necessary to remain healthy. From social 
distancing at debates to advocating for high-
er-risk individuals to use caution, we have 
respected the threat that Covid-19 poses, 

but we have not allowed fear to define our 
campaign. This election cycle has assuredly 
been more difficult due to Covid-19 and the 
ramifications of  a pandemic.”

Moe Davis: “It has been a challenge 
since the primary to get out and meet peo-
ple while following state mandates limit-
ing gatherings to under 10 indoors and 25 
outdoors,” said Davis. “We have been strict 
about following those mandates and have 
worked to ensure that our events are safe by 
maintaining smaller crowds, practicing social 
distancing and wearing masks at public and 
private events. We have also taken our cam-
paign online with twice-weekly Moe Talks 
Live Virtual Town Halls to answer voter 
questions.”

2. You have said that you support law enforce-
ment. Please provide details of  policies or programs 
you would support or implement to support law en-
forcement across WNC.

Cawthorn: “Advocating for law en-
forcement shouldn’t be a political position. 
These men and women put their lives on 
the line to protect each and every one of  us. 
The far left has weaponized the BLM [Black 
Lives Matter] movement and turned it into 
a political tool. I do not support defunding 
the police; all one has to do is look at the civ-
il unrest and marked uptick in violence this 
year to see that removing law enforcement 
is not the solution to the problems America 
faces. I do support community outreach 
efforts and common-sense solutions that 
protect officers and citizens such as body 
cameras and de-escalation training. Police 
and law enforcement form the backbone 
of  civilized society. The enforcement of  the 
rule of  law is essential in any free republic.”

Davis: “I was criticized by some Dem-
ocrats for attending the Back the Blue event 
earlier this summer. But I’ve said many 
times that when I represent the 11th Dis-
trict, I will represent all of  the district, not 
just one party. During that event, I proposed 
a GI Bill for law enforcement officers, 
which would allow them to go to college as 
a benefit for their service to the community. 
I also support a reimagining of  the role of  
law enforcement so they are no longer po-
licing issues such as mental health or drug 
addiction that are better dealt with by health 
professionals. We can support officers while 
at the same time supporting those who seek 
change. This isn’t a zero-sum game, and it is 
too often portrayed that way by those who 
seek to divide us for political gain.”

3. List ONE thing that makes you the most 
qualified candidate for District 11.

Cawthorn: “I am an outsider,” said 
Cawthorn. “I have no allegiances to Wash-
ington or to a political party. My only al-
legiance is to the people of  NC-11. I was 
born in these mountains and raised by 
these people. It will be the greatest honor 
of  my life to work solely for them in D.C. 
My opponent, on the other hand, is not 
from here. He spent his entire career work-
ing in the shadowy halls of  government 
and within the past year moved to NC-11 
with the desire to seize this congressional 
seat. If  electing a liberal lawyer would fix 
the problems that this country faces then 
we would already have solved them long 
ago.”

Davis: “Experience. I have a lifetime 
of  experience including 25 years of  service 
to the country in the Air Force where I 
managed budgets and led personnel,” said 
Davis. “I was Chief  Prosecutor at Guan-
tanamo Bay, lead investigator for the Air 
Force Academy sexual assault scandal and 
Director of  the entire Air Force Judiciary. I 
also worked as a national security specialist 
for Congress and judge with the U.S. De-
partment of  Labor. Through that experi-
ence I have become knowledgeable about 
many of  the issues I will face when I am 
in Congress.   And it is that experience that 
will help me land key committee assign-
ments in Congress on the Armed Services 
Committee, the Veterans Affairs Commit-
tee and possibly the Select Committee on 
Intelligence. Voters need to keep in mind 
that committee assignments reflect the ex-
perience you bring to the office – or lack of  
experience you bring to it.”

4. The Eastern Band of  Cherokee Indians 
have been vocal regarding their opposition to the Ca-
tawba Casino under construction in N.C. What is 
your stance on the casino and the process in which it 
was approved by the federal government? 

Cawthorn: “I don’t support the Ca-
tawbas’ efforts, and I think the Department 
of  the Interior in Washington made a bad 
decision,” said Cawthorn. “For starters, the 
EBCI has ancestral ties to the area where 
the casino is being constructed. Secondly, 
the Catawbas only applied to take that land 
because casinos are outlawed in South 
Carolina. EBCI casinos don’t just help far-
Western North Carolina, they are an eco-
nomic driver across WNC; they employ 
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4,000 North Carolinians and pump nearly 
$180 million into the surrounding counties, 
which helps the entire district. The EBCI is 
even supporting the economy as far away 
as Asheville, given their recent sponsorship 
of  the old Asheville Civic Center. EBCI 
casinos have had to abide by 30 years of  
Indian gaming law, and now one tribe – the 
Catawba – are going to get an exemption? 
That’s not fair.”

Davis: “I oppose the bid by the South 
Carolina-based Catawba Indian Nation to 
open a casino in Cleveland County, N.C. I 
support the Eastern Band of  Cherokee In-
dians’ contention that the casino land is on 
long-held Cherokee territory and believes 
a casino there would negatively impact 
Western North Carolina’s economy. I join 
Buncombe County Commissioners, who 
voted 6-1 to oppose the casino in King’s 
Mountain. The EBCI, who operates two 
casinos in Western North Carolina, have 

been fighting for years to protect their ter-
ritory and prevent the federal government 
from taking it away to give to the Catawba 
Indian Nation. I look forward to represent-
ing every community in the 11th Congres-
sional District in the next Congress and 
there is no community with deeper ties to 
Western North Carolina than the Eastern 
Band of  Cherokee Indians. Harrah’s Cher-
okee Casino on the Qualla Boundary has 
been instrumental in the tribe’s efforts to 
enhance education, healthcare, housing and 
public safety services, and it plays a major 
role in the region’s overall economy. Too 
often, the interests of  Western North Caro-
lina are overlooked in the political process. 
Western North Carolina was already above 
the national average in poverty before CO-
VID-19 hit and the number of  people out 
of  work and who have lost healthcare cover-
age has grown. The Catawba Indian Nation 
is based in South Carolina, where gaming is 

not permitted. To allow them to encroach 
into North Carolina and take gaming reve-
nue away from the Eastern Band of  Chero-
kee Indians would be a significant blow to 
Western North Carolina’s already suffering 
economy. I stand with the Eastern Band of  
Cherokee Indians and will support them 
and the interests of  Western North Carolina 
in the 117th Congress.”

5. District 11 is quite large and between re-
sponsibilities in DC and the size of  the district, it is 
easy for residents of  outlying counties to feel forgotten 
by their representatives. How do you plan to ensure 
equal representation for the entire district?

Cawthorn: “Early on in this campaign, 
I made a promise to visit every single county 
in this district once a month. I promised 
to sit and listen to the issues that face each 
community here on a monthly basis, and 
then I promised to go back to D.C. and to 

fix those problems. Being in touch with 
each county’s needs is the highest duty of  
any congressman. My opponent has prom-
ised to be in the district once a year, and 
frankly, that’s not good enough. I stand by 
my promise to be in each county once a 
month, I know what it’s like to feel forgot-
ten and I assure you I will never be forgot-
ten when I am elected.”

Davis: “We are deeply divided, not 
just by politics but by location. But as I said 
earlier, when you are the representative of  
the district, you must represent the entire 
district, not just one portion of  it -- not 
just the party that voted for you and not 
just the counties and towns that voted for 
you. Let’s start with that. I hope to have a 
staff  that reflects our district, not just one 
city or county in it. I plan to have an office 
closer to the far west counties so they don’t 
have to travel hours to meet and discuss 

• See ELECTION page 18
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338 Main St.
526-4777

S. 4th street 
526-4473

Big Big 
FALL FALL 
Sale!Sale!

BAGS on 
MAIN

Next to The Toy Store
Main St. • 828-526-9415

Leaf Looking & Shopping Through Highlands!

(828)421-3546
361 Main St • Highlands

(Next to Annaware)

FEATURING: 
Perfect Gifts for 

Groomsmen, Dads, 
Moms, Grandparents 

and Hostesses 
366 MAIN STREET I HIGHLANDS NC I 828-482-1414 366MAINSTREET.COM 

364 Main Street 
Highlands 

828-526-9415 – Established 1993 –

“The Cullasaja” 
2-4 p.m. • Saturday, Oct. 17

Book SigningBook Signing
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NEW DESIGNS by 

C ·cwrap®
_., 

A Highlands tradition since 1940
Our 79th season on Main Street

Monday-Saturday
828-526-3160

Come Find the 
Perfect Fall 
Sweater!

Leaf Looking & Shopping Through Highlands!

Estate Jewelers 
of Highlands 

828-526-1960
ejofhighlands@gmail.com
360 Main St, Highlands

We Buy Gold, 
Silver, and 

Estate Jewelry 

All the sumptuous stylish brands you love!
the boutique

326 Main St.
828-482-4375

Order online at www.
facebook.com/LuluBleuNC

Old Favorites 
&

New Arrivals!

Masks by

355 Main Street  
(in The Galax Theatre)

526-4660

Come Dress 
for Fall!

• Free People • 
THML • Michael 
Stars •Z Supply

 Jeans by:
 • Joes
 •AG 
 • Citizens  
 • Hudson
   • Mother
   Shoes by:
•    •Matisse 

    • Diba
Visit our Upstairs 

Shoe Boutique

(828) 526-8390 
207 N 4th St, Highland

Shop 
The Molly Grace! 

Fall clothes have arrived.
Fall & Holiday Candles, 

too! 
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TIME TO SELL?
READY TO BUY?

LET’S CHAT!
“As a full time real estate professional,
I feel fortunate to live, work, and play 

in an area that is one of the most 
sought after destinations in the

southeast. The quality of life here is 
truly wonderful!”

MOUNTAIN PROPERTY IS IN DEMAND
DON’T MISS OUT

CALL ME TO LEARN MORE

MARY S. ABRANYI
RESIDENTIAL BROKER

(828) 226-9818 | mary@bhhsmmr.com
www.mountainhomesandlifestyles.com

...ELECTION continued from page 15
issues of  importance. Unlike our predecessor, who rarely 
made appearances in Western North Carolina and never 
took questions in an open forum, I have made a promise to 
visit every county and meet with voters at least once a year.”

6. Hemp is the fastest rising crop in N.C., but the industry is 
faced with hurdles both on the state and national level. How would you 
address these roadblocks for farmers across N.C.?

Cawthorn: “For too long big government has gotten 
in the way of  agricultural innovation. The simple solution is 
to reduce harmful regulations and put the power of  choice 
back into the hands of  farmers across North Carolina. I am 
a firm believer that free-market economics will always lead 
to a better, more prosperous marketplace. The federal gov-
ernment shouldn’t be the one deciding which crops a farmer 
can grow. We have to take the power out of  Washington’s 
hands and place it back in Western North Carolina’s hands. 
When I am in D.C. I will work to cut regulations and tear 
down these hurdles that harm our farmers.”

Davis: “The 2018 Farm Bill legalizing hemp farming 
opened the doors for a tremendously important crop with 
real potential for Western North Carolina. That’s the good 
news. The rules and regulation surrounding any new prod-
uct can be daunting. Perhaps because hemp is so closely as-
sociated with marijuana, the emphasis on regulating hemp’s 
products has led to ambiguities and confusion in rules both 
on a state and federal level. That has made it difficult for 
farmers. It’s clear we need greater input from the industry to 
help craft regulations that cut through those ambiguities and 
make sense for farmers. That would be a start.”

7. Payments in Lieu of  Taxes (PILT) funding has always been 
a monumental topic for the western counties on the national level and 
something that changes from year to year, making it impossible for school 
districts to budget. How would you address this?

Cawthorn: “What NC-11 needs is a set PILT number 
from the federal government; moreover, that number needs 
to be greater than what it is now. That land could be making 
more money for the counties than what the federal govern-
ment is paying them through PILT and the people of  NC-11 
deserves fair and equitable restitution for the public lands 
that so many enjoy. One of  the most helpful things would 
be to amend the PILT Act to set a consistent formula. One 
year, these counties like Swain and Graham have X amount 
of  dollars coming in, and another they have Y amount of  
dollars coming in.  When I’m in Washington, amending the 

PILT Act to get a set formula to help these counties will 
be one of  my top priorities. I love these mountains; I was 
raised in these mountains and when I’m in Washington 
I will work hard to send the money the people of  these 
mountains deserve back to them.”

Davis: “According to a June 2020 Department of  In-
terior press release, the government took in $13.2 billion 
in revenue derived from federal land. But only about $515 
million was returned to counties as PILT money – 15 of  the 
17 counties in Western North Carolina receive PILT money. 
I would like to see a larger share of  the revenue distributed 
to counties because what they are receiving is not offset-
ting their loss of  tax revenue. I would advocate for five-year 
guaranteed payments, with dollar figures adjusted after each 
five-year period so there would be some certainty in fund-
ing levels year to year.”

8. Anything else you would like to include and would like for 
voters to know?

Cawthorn: “This election represents a tipping point in 
our nation. Every election cycle people declare that it’s the 
most important election ever, but I truly believe that this 
time they are right. Our country is under attack. Our cities 
burn, our civil servants are under siege, and our very way of  
life hangs in the balance. America cannot be handed over to 
a mob, we’ve fought too long, and too hard to protect the 
freedoms our founders won for us to give them up now. My 
opponent supports the culture of  violence that has seeped 
into Portland, Kenosha, and Asheville. Five separate times 
my opponent has called for those who disagree with him to 
have their necks crushed, five separate times he has implied 
that to disagree with him and his Antifa allies is to be worthy 
of  punishment and persecution. The choice this election 
cycle is very clear, it is a choice between violence or values, 
and I pray we make the right decision.”

Davis: “This election is about making sure everyone 
has access to healthcare. It’s about expanding broadband 
internet service to rural areas so we can attract businesses, 
allow our kids to attend school online during a global pan-
demic, provide telemedicine as an option and let our vet-
erans access their benefits online. It’s about bringing green 
jobs and technology to Western North Carolina to grow 
our economy and protect our environment. It’s about sav-
ing the U.S. Postal Service and preserving Social Security 
and Medicare and safeguarding our veterans care. This elec-
tion isn’t about conspiracy theories, bogeymen or AOC. It’s 
about you.

The Highlands Emergency Council (H.E.C.) will be accepting applications from those requesting financial help for 
the cost of  propane gas, fuel oil, and wood. The Highlands Emergency Council (H.E.C.) will also be accepting Christmas 
Program Applications for children from those requesting help. 

Applications for both the Fuel Program and/or the Christmas Program will be accepted on: Tuesday, October 20, 
Friday, October 23, Tuesday, October 27, Thursday, October 29

Please come by H.E.C. from 10 am to 2 pm located on Poplar Street (next to Wilson Gas). Proof  of  income is 
required. No applications will be accepted after these dates. Applications must be filled out in person; no applications 
will be taken over the phone.

Sign up for H.E.C. fuel assistance Oct. 20-29
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This beautiful Highlands home is sited on Lake Ravenel within prestigious Cullasaja 
Club. A picture of good taste and style, it has a gazebo and private dock, and is 
surrounded by the most enchanting scenery of gardens, trails, and babbling water 
features. The home has captivating views and was designed for entertaining. A 
two-story living room has a loor-to-ceiling stone ireplace, a built-in bookcase, 

and a wall of glass that opens to a covered deck. The kitchen adjoins the dining 
area and boasts rich cabinetry, granite countertops, and stainless-steel appliances. 
An intimate master suite has a stunning bath plus a deck with hot tub. Five guest 
bedrooms make hosting easy. A large wraparound deck, complete with stone ire-

place, overlooks the garden, water features, and gazebo. With 350’ of lake front-
age on Lake Ravenel, this private retreat has many options for enjoyment.

JUDY MICHAUD & MITZI RAUERS
Judy: (828) 371-0730  |  Mitzi: (404) 218-9123 
MeadowsMountainRealty.com

488 Main Street, Highlands, NC

MLS# 93237  |  $2,757,000  |  6 BEDROOMS  |  6.5 BATHS

Lakefront Cullasaja Club HomeLakefront Cullasaja Club Home
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HOME FURNISHINGS 

BED & BATH 

HANDCRAFTED CUSTOM 
FURNITURE 

INTERIOR DESIGN SERVICES 

MONDAY - SATURDAY: 
9AM-5PM 

SUNDAY: 12PM -5PM 

�SUMMER HOUSE 
Complete Home Furnishings 

White Glove Delivery Throughout The Southeast & Beyond 
2089 Dillard Road, Highlands I 2 miles from Main Street I 828�526�5577 I www.summerhousehighlands.com 

Whiteside Mountain Road View - MLS #93175  Offered for $1,950,000 
3 bedrooms (w/add'l sleeping areas), 4.5 baths, partially furnished 

622 Whiteside Mountain Road
 Andrea Gabbard
c 828.200.6742  o 828.526.8300 
AndreaGabbard@gmail.com

Andrea is  top 12% 
Real Estate Brokers in 2019. 

Highlands Sotheby’s International Realty is 
the top selling firm in Highlands  

since 2013  as per HCMLS Navica.   

first week of  testing during the week of  Oc-
tober 5th. 

HCHF representatives said there has 
been a weekly increase of  both students 
and teachers signing up for the program.  
The testing project is planned to continue 
weekly through December 18th except for 
Thanksgiving week, provided in-school 

learning continues.
The families who opted for Macon 

County Schools Virtual Academy have the 
option of  attending in-person school begin-
ning the second quarter Monday, Oct. 19. 
Those parents can opt for weekly testing by 
contacting their school and signing up prior 
to the day of  testing.

“We had our COVID-19 testing, pro-
vided by the Highlands Cashiers Health 
Foundation.  It was quick, efficient, and easy.  
By Friday, I had received my results, as well 
as my children’s results.  It has already been a 
wonderful way to give my wife and me peace 
of  mind as we work, and send our children 
to school, during a pandemic.  Thank you 
so much for your generous contribution that 
has allowed us to receive weekly testing,” 
said Brad Hughes Parent and Math Teacher 
at Summit Charter School.

Foundation Board member and leader 
of  the school testing project Dr. Richard 
Ellin said the aim is to minimize the risk 
of  COVID-19 in the schools and the com-
munity, and thereby increase confidence for 
safe in-school learning

“In addition, keeping the risk of  COV-
ID-19 transmission low allows the economy 
to remain open, helps businesses thrive and 
allows people to remain employed. This pro-
gram benefits the entire community, not just 
the schools,” he said.

HCHF’s testing report through Sep-
tember 28 represents three weeks of  testing.

 At Highlands School 203 tests have 
been performed (150 Students and 53 
Staff) with 0 positive results.

At Summit School – 137 tests have 
been performed (89 Students and 48 Staff) 
with 1 positive result. A second positive 
case was reported but that was through a 
different testing facility. 

Statistics for Blue Ridge School block 
A and Block B were not available by press 
time.

Kurt Pusch, Head of  Summit Charter 
School said the ability to offer Summit’s 
students and staff  weekly testing provides a 
level of  assurance to the health of  the cam-
pus and community that otherwise would 
not be possible.  

“Voluntary testing is a level of  protec-
tion that few K-12 schools are able offer,” 
he said. “Summit Charter School is espe-
cially grateful for the Highlands Cashiers 
Health Foundation’s investment in this 
program and the health of  our schools and 
community.”

– Kim Lewicki

...TESTING continued from page 7
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•inVEsting at 4,118 ft.• 

Pat Gleeson
White Oak Realty Group

Owner, BIC
828-782-0472

Perhaps you live in a 
concrete jungle, which 
is too bad. Speak-

ing for the 288 Real Estate 
Brokers in Highlands and 
Cashiers, we can fix that for 
you. I’ll quickly state the main 
point of  my column today 
which is this…Investing in 
Real Estate = Investing in 
Trees!

I’m no “tree hugger” 
in the biblical sense, but I 
readily admit… I love trees! 
I learned about saving trees growing up 
fishing in the Boundary Waters Canoe 
Area of  Northern Minnesota where the 
Norway Pines, White Birch, and Aspens 
became my friends. If  you listen closely, 
trees talk to you (but they don’t talk back). I 

Trees Are People Too
“To really feel a forest can-

opy we must use different senses, 
and often the most useful one is 
the sense of  imagination 

learned about destroying trees 
living in Atlanta for 25 years. 
As the 1996 Olympics Games 
came and went, so went the 
trees as residential and com-
mercial development claimed 
thousands of  acres of  forest-
land while creating miles of  
cement, pavement, and rising 
temperatures. In “Georgia on 
my Mind” (written by Wil-
lie Nelson) there’s a line that 
goes, “as sweet and clear, as 
moonlight through the pines.” 
Now it’s more like “moonlight 
through the buildings” (been 
to Buckhead lately?) I digress. 
Back to Real Estate.

As you consider investing 
in property here, you are investing in trees; 
investing in a rain forest; investing in streams 
with clean water where trout live; and invest-
ing in cool weather. Who doesn’t want to live 
here, right? The tree narrative is different in 
Highlands and Cashiers because it centers 

around the preservation of  forests and ways 
to protect them. The U.S. Forest Service is 
driving around town in those beautiful green 
trucks, doing their best to fend off  those 
who strive to harvest acres of  timber in the 
name of  “conserving and regenerating” the 
forests. If  you buy land in our town, there 
are “impervious surface ratios” to be fol-
lowed in order to secure a building permit. 
This protects the land and restricts the foot-
print of  a house and surrounding impen-
etrable surfaces so that water can flow and 
maintain its table. When you go to sell your 
property here, it’s worth more because you 
preserved the trees. Thank you to all of  you 
who chose to treat your Hemlocks instead 
of  chopping them down.

In the most non-real estate way pos-
sible, I want to extend a personal invitation 
for you to witness this investment oppor-
tunity in person. Simply drive to Highlands 
between now and New Year’s Day. Park any-
where downtown and take a hike along the 
Highlands Plateau Greenway Trail system. 
You will witness first-hand what a healthy 

and well-balanced relationship between 
a town, trees, land, residents, commerce, 
nature, streams, wildlife (including black 
bears), lakes, flora, rainfall, and sunshine 
truly looks like. After all, isn’t that what 
you’re investing in. If  time permits stop by 
for a cup of  coffee and tell us what you 
think. 

If  you’re still reading, here’s another 
great quote. “Learn character from trees, 
values from roots, and change from 
leaves” (Tasneem Hameed). Stay healthy 
everybody.

• Pat Gleeson, Bee, Tom, Christal, 
Duffy, and their dog Gemma are Owners 
and Brokers of  White Oak Realty Group, 
in downtown Highlands (4th Street across 
from the Old Edwards Inn). White Oak 
Realty Group, founded in 2009 by Susie 
deVille, is one of  the leading boutique 
brokerage firms on the Highlands-Ca-
shiers Plateau. You can reach all of  us at 
828.526.8118.

OUR FAMILY TREE

125 South 4th Street, Highlands • (828) 526-8118 
www.WhiteOakRG.com

Pat Gleeson
Owner, BIC

828-782-0472

Susie deVille
Broker Associate

828-371-2079

Chris Duffy 
Broker Associate

828-526-6763

Christal Green 
Broker Assoc./
Office Admin.
828-200-9699

Tom Bean
Broker Associate

828-526-6383

Bee Gleeson 
Broker Associate

404-307-1415

Highlands, NC
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Wilbanks Smile Center

706-886-9439 • 800-884-9439
278 East Doyle St. • Toccoa, GA

COMPLETE DENTAL CARE UNDER ONE ROOF

You are only 50 miles away from 40 years experience in 
top-notch, high-tech, one-stop dentistry known for its gentle touch. 

www.WilbanksSmileCenter.com

• Dental Implants • Root Canal Therapy
• SINGLE VISIT CROWNS! 

• Orthodontics including Invisalign  
• Wisdom Teeth Extractions 

and of course ...
• Fillings and Cleanings

(IV Sedation, too)

Dr. Joseph H. Wilbanks, D.D.S.

F A L L F A L L 
S A L ES A L E

45% to 55% off
25% off  all cleaning and repairs
The name that you have trusted for the last 35 years.

•Biz/org nEws• 

The Board Presidents of  the 
Hudson Library of  Highlands and 
Mountain Findings, Andy Chmar 
and Glenda Bell, respectively, re-
cently met at the Hudson Library 
Main Street entrance to recognize 
a generous grant from Mountain 
Findings used to resolve a decades-
long, flooding and runoff  problem 
along Main Street.

The hardscape, curb and park-
ing lot exit concrete apron project 
work, was planned and completed 
over two days in August by Ryan 
Bryson, Carlos Vazquez, and their 
superb team from Bryson Grading 
& Paving, along with further sup-

Andy Chmar, President, Hudson Library of Highlands, and Glenda Bell, President, Mountain Findings

Donation from Mountain Findings funds drainage 
fix at Hudson Library and Main Street

port from Canty Worley & Com-
pany. 

In the past, even nominal rain-
fall resulted in the public sidewalk 
being flooded along the street, 
producing a safety hazard for pass-
ersby, while damaging the adjoining 
landscaping around the Library’s 
sign.  

The project involved replacing 
the entire length of  street curbing 
along with the 18” deep concrete 
exit apron, removing the grass 
along the road, and releveling this 
area and the sidewalk’s brick pavers.  
Since the work was accomplished, 

our recent heavy rain events have 
proven the work to be a complete 
success, with the stormwater run-
off  effectively redirected to the 
nearby catch basins. 

With Mountain Findings’ 
generous support, and the talent 
of  Bryson Grading and Paving, 
the Library’s roadside entrance, 
exit and circular brick sidewalk 
now more safely accommodate 
the multitude of  visitors enjoying 
the library and it’s outside land-
scaping, and others walking along 
the east end of  Main Street. It was 
a great partnership.

It is with great regret that we 
need to announce we are postpon-
ing the race until May 15th, 6PM 
out of  an abundance of  caution.

We also feel to keep the qual-
ity of  the event as you have come 
to expect it; the event needs to be 

in the evening and include the mu-
sic and fun. The good news is that 
hopefully there will be two races 
next year as long as Covid-19 is still 
not a factor. 

Your registration will auto-

matically be moved to the May 
15th event. If  we cannot have the 
May event you will automatically 
be signed up for the August race.

We appreciate your patience 
and generosity.

Twilight Race postponed until May 15
A word from the Twilight Race Committee
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Please Join Us in our Efforts 

and consider a donation to the 

Improving Health and Well-Being

on the Plateau is our #1 Priority.

We are here to help.

Funding "Leap of Faith" Projects to

Create Permanent Health Solutions

on the Plateau.

Highlands Cashiers Health Foundation

Visit hchealthfnd.org to learn more.

together

WE MAKE 

difference

A

TERESA SEAY
BROKER ASSOCIATE

(828) 421-1514
www.TeresaSeay.com

488 Main Street Highlands, 
NC 28741

Today’s Real Estate Market is

a-MAZE-ing!
I can help you navigate it

Celebrate Art + Automobile
The Bascom Center for the Visual 

Arts and the Highlands Motoring Festival 
Committee are excited to announce CEL-
EBRATE ART + AUTOMOBILE, their 
collaboration on a unique, and fascinating, 
series of  events for the 2021 season.  The 
cornerstones of  this celebration are a spe-
cial exhibition at the Bascom from May 11 
– August 21, and the Highlands Motoring 
Festival June 10 – 13, 2021. 

The special exhibition in the Bascom’s 
Bunzl Gallery, FreeWheeling – the Allure 
of  the Automobile in Contemporary Art, 
will feature works of  renowned interna-
tional automotive artists, including canvas, 
paper, and sculpture.  Additionally, there 
will be a rotating display of  extremely rare 
and special automobiles in the Gallery that 
are a testament to the concept of  the auto-
mobile itself  as art.   

Throughout the exhibition period, 
the Bascom will be offering a number of  
related displays and activities, some of  
which are interactive.  A few examples of  
these include Artist/Curator Discussions, 
Submitted Automobile Photography Pre-
sentation, Model Car Display, and Educa-
tional S.T.E.A.M. Initiatives.  Other public 
programming will be announced as it is 
developed.   

On Saturday, June 12th, the four-
teenth annual Highlands Motoring Festival 
features Cars in the Park, a juried display 
of  approximately 100 specially selected 
automobiles from around the world, rep-
resenting a diversity of  styles and concepts 
from the earliest days of  the automobile 
through 1989.  The theme for 

2021 is Pure Bloods d’Italia, featuring 
grand marques such as Ferrari, Maserati, 
and Lamborghini.  Additional classics ex-
pected on the show field include Porsche, 
Jaguar, BMW, Alfa Romeo, Mercedes, Bent-
ley, Rolls Royce, Packard, and others. 

Other activities of  the Motoring Festi-
val include One Lap of  the Mountains (two 
days of  drives on the exciting mountain 
roads of  Western North Carolina), evening 
social events, presentations and discussions 
by renowned automotive experts, a parade 
of  classic automobiles, and High Octane, 
a casual car show open to any interesting 
automobile. 

Highlands, NC, the venue for all these 
exhibits and activities, has been a special 
summer getaway for nearly 150 years.  At 
4118’ elevation, it is a temperate respite 
from the surrounding southern heat and 
humidity.  The town itself  is filled with bou-
tique shopping, fine dining, and a wide vari-
ety of  excellent lodging; and is surrounded 
by a wealth of  magnificent outdoor scenery 
and activities for the entire family.    

For more information, contact:   
Mark Chmar, Co-Chair, Highlands 

Motoring Festival, mchmar@gmail.com, 
www.highlandsmotoringfestival.com, 703-
919-1793. 

 Zach Rogers, Bascom Exhibitions 
Manager zrogers@thebascom.org, www.
thebascom.org, 828-787-2878.

Knight Martorell, FreeWheeling Cu-
rator, and President Highlands Motoring 
Foundation pknight120@yahoo.com, www.
freewheelinghighlands.com, 813-951-1101.

•Biz/org nEws• 

The great pumpkins have arrived in 
town thanks to the Highlands Chamber of 
Commerce, Azalea Garden Club, Laurel Gar-
den Club and Mountain Garden Club. 

Many thanks to the garden clubs for 
volunteering their time, even in the rain, to 
decorate Main Street for Fall.

Garden clubs dress Highlands for Fall

Advertising in  
Highlands Newspaper and online at www.highlandsinfo.com WORKS. 

For information, call 828-200-1371 or email: 
highlandseditor@aol.com
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•BusinEss/organization nEws• 

20% OFF
Through October

Call (828) 526-3783
for information & to order

Center for Plastic Surgery

& Jane Iredale 

209 Hospital Drive, Suite 202, Highlands
www.plasticsurgerytoday.com

TRUNK SHOW
Thurs., Oct. 15

3-6 p.m. 
at The Cake Bar

at Mill Creek
429 Nth 4th St.

Locally Handcrafted 
Jewelry

• Copper Clad Cabachon 
Necklaces.

• Porcelainized Paper Bead 
Necklaces

“A Scripture verse hidden inside 
one bead in every necklace.”

Surprise Giveaways, too!

Bring this ad and receive 10% 
off your purchase

Home of 
Chocolate Heaven Cake

World Polio Day is Oct. 24
World Polio Day is Saturday, 

October 24. Fortunately, most 
young people and even adults un-
der 65 have never had to worry 
about polio, but before the Salk 
vaccine was approved and given 
to millions of  children, moth-
ers and fathers all over the world 
worried about their children get-
ting paralyzed by this mysterious 
disease that spread mostly in the 
summer when children went out 
to play in their neighborhoods.

Doctor Baumrucker related 
his experience with the disease.

“I remember when I was 
11 years old, one year before the 
vaccine came out, my next-door 
neighbor, a girl one year older than 
I had a mild case that affected her 
legs. My mother wouldn’t let me 
out of  the house for weeks. Later, 
when I was in medical school, I 

learned that only one in 200 polio 
viral infections results in paralysis. 
The rest just get diarrhea or no 
symptoms at all. One of  my pro-
fessors at the University of  Cincin-
nati Medical School was Dr. Sabin 
who developed the oral vaccine we 
all use now. Another professor was 
a pediatrician who contracted the 
malady while working with children 
in iron lungs while he was a resident 
at Cincinnati General Hospital and 
remained paralyzed, so this was not 
a disease relegated to children. He 
taught in a wheelchair for many 
years.”

Rotary International had the 
temerity in 1988 to begin a program 
to eradicate polio in the world. The 
disease was generally absent in 
more affluent western countries, 
but in 1988 200,00 new cases were 
happening in Asia, South America 

and Africa and even in Europe 
every year. 

Now, only two countries in 
the world have cases of  polio and 
Nigeria was just certified by the 
CDC to be polio free, making Af-
rica another continent that is polio 
free. Afghanistan and Pakistan are 
the only countries that have wild 
polio cases now and only 95 cases 
were found in 2019, but until all 
cases are eradicated for at least 
three years, no child is safe from 
this horrible disease. 

We are that close to removing 
the second illness from the face 
of  the earth, smallpox being the 
first. Since many countries are no 
longer immunizing their children 
against polio, the next epidemic is 
just one plane ride away. 

The face of  public health 
changed after Rotary Internation-
al instituted new ways to discover 
cases and do contact tracing in the 

world. 
These techniques, honed by 

partnerships with the CDC, the 
Gates Foundation, the World 
Health Organization and the 
United Nations, have been used 
today in the Covid-19 pandemic 
and handling pandemics will nev-
er be the same thanks to Rotary.

On Saturday, October 24, in 
commemoration of  World Polio 
Day, The Rotary Club of  High-
lands Mountaintop will have a 
purple pinky celebration at the 
Kelsey-Hutchinson Founders 
Park just after the Farmer’s Mar-

ket. 
In India, where as many as 

172,000,000 children have been 
vaccinated against polio, each 
child had his or her little finger 
painted purple, proving that the 
child had been vaccinated. 

Donations to the Rotary 
World Polio Fund can be made in 
person on October 24 or mailed 
to the Rotary Club of  Highlands 
Mountaintop at P. O. Box 372, 
Highlands, NC 28741. A polio 
free world is within our grasp, but 
we must be vigilant until it is gone 
forever.

Recently, officers with the Highlands Police Department made an 
arrest of  Sierra Jenkins, (age 29 of  Franklin NC) in connection with a 
theft of  guest property at a Highlands Hotel and Resort 

According to a statement from the Highlands Police Department, 
on September 29 officers received a report that a guest’s wallet had gone 
missing from their room. An investigation led by HPD Detective Kevin 
Breedlove revealed that the wallet had been taken by Jenkins who was 
employed as a housekeeper at the time. Further investigation revealed 
that the victim’s credit cards had been used by Jenkins at local businesses 
in Highlands and Sylva.  

On September 30, Jenkins was arrested and charged with Misde-
meanor Larceny, and Possession of  Stolen Goods. Jenkins was also 
charged with 2 counts of  felony Identity Theft, and 2 counts of  felo-
ny Obtaining Property by False Pretense. When officers performed a 
search of  the vehicle Jenkins had occupied, they found and recovered 
property which matched the description of  property stolen, as well as 
items which had been purchased using the victim’s cards.  

Highlands Police make Arrest in 
theft case

Mission Health is hosting an opioid take back event to raise aware-
ness about the dangers of  opioid misuse and proper disposal of  medica-
tions on Saturday, Octo. 24. 

Law enforcement officers from the Asheville Police Department 
will be collecting tablets, capsules and patches of  Hydrocodone (Norco, 
Lortab, Vicodin), Oxycodone (Oxycontin, Percocet), Tramadol (Ul-
tram), Codeine, Fentanyl (Duragesic), Morphine, Hydromorphone (Di-
laudid) and Oxymorphone (Opana). Needles, syringes, lancets or liquids 
will not be accepted. COVID-19 safety protocols will be in place at the 
event, including universal masking, social distancing, removal of  high-
touch items and a drive thru option.

• Highlands-Cashiers Hospital, 190 Hospital Drive, Highlands, out-
side of  main entrance, 10- a.m. – Noon 

• Angel Medical Center, 120 Riverview Street, Franklin, outside 
Main Entrance, 10 a.m. – 2 p.m.

Mission Health holding opioid 
take-back day Oct. 24
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• VOTE Absentee Ballot
• VOTE during Early Voting

• VOTE on Election Day, November 3, 2020
AND

LO OK for  Bidens LO OK for  Bidens 
br ightening your  way!br ightening your  way!

Haven’t registered to VOTE? 
Remember: 

You may register AND vote 
(one-stop) 

at your Early Voting Location 
during Early Voting.

Fall has many Fall has many 
colors of CHANGE ...colors of CHANGE ...

Bidens is a genus of sunflower-like plants in the Aster family, 
These are on the corner of Chestnut and 6th streets.

All roads lead to VOTING All roads lead to VOTING 
with many bi-ways filled with many bi-ways filled 

with Bidens!with Bidens!
Early VOTING is 

Thurs., Oct. 15, through Sat., Oct. 31.
at the Highlands Rec Park 

Mon.-Fri. 8a-7:30p, Sat. 8a-6p, 
Last Sat. – Oct. 31: 8a-3p

Plan Your VOTE!Plan Your VOTE!

Paid for by the Democratic Party/Highlands Precinct

•BusinEss/organization nEws• 

Thanks to donation, the old truck can retire.

Bolivia Mission receives a gift
The estate of  Hillrie Quin has made a gift to the 

Highlands Bolivian Mission of  $10,000 to be used to pur-
chase a replacement of  the 1986 Mazda truck that was 
bought by the Mission in 2002. At that time, the pickup 
truck cost $8,000 and has served the foster home well. 
It was used primarily to take the children to and from 
school but was used to carry everything from food to 
building supplies. Five years ago, a 15-passenger van was 
bought to more safely transport the children, and the ag-
ing truck was relegated to more mundane services such as 
transporting food and supplies. 

Hillrie understood the limitations of  the old truck. It 
had two-wheel drive and often was mired in the mud that 
was ubiquitous during the rainy season that lasted from 
late December to May. In the dry season, passengers had 
to endure the dust that replaced the mud. The windows 
didn’t work and the locks could be opened with any key. 
Hillrie was instrumental with the mission’s water projects, 
setting up projects in six different locations around the 
lowlands of  Bolivia and donations can still be made to 
the Bolivian Mission to promote more water projects. 
Each one of  these costs at least $15,000.

The president of  the Highlands Bolivian Mission, 
John Baumrucker, stated, “Hillrie was my good friend 
and an integral part of  our mission and developed an 
amazing group of  people in Bolivia that set up and con-

tinued to oversee all those water projects. Clean and safe 
water is essential to the health of  so many people, includ-
ing infants and children. Some of  the areas that are served 
by these projects had childhood mortality levels of  10% 
before the projects were initiated. Now those areas show 
no recent deaths and the general health if  infants and chil-
dren has improved in all areas.”

Donations in Hillrie’s name for either the water proj-
ects or to be able to purchase a newer truck can be made 
to Highlands Bolivian Mission, PO Box 1358, Highlands, 
NC 28741. The mission will add a substantial amount to 
the gift so the foster home will have a safe and useful four 
wheel drive truck for many years. 

At the Center for Life Enrichment’s September 
Board meeting, long-time President Ed Mawyer an-
nounced his retirement. Ed served as President of  CLE 
for 10 years and devoted countless hours of  service to 
CLE. He will be greatly missed, and no one person can 
replace him. 

While Ed’s skills were evident in all of  CLE’s activi-
ties, he was especially instrumental in developing CLE’s 
Programs and trips. CLE now presents over 100 pro-
grams yearly, and Ed took the lead on developing new 
topics appealing to Highlands audiences and recruiting 
speakers from throughout the Southeast and beyond. 
Attendees at CLE programs—including large-scale pre-
sentations open to the entire Highlands community-- can 
attest to the variety and quality of  CLE’s programs, many 
of  which Ed coordinated personally. Ed also initiated 
a close ongoing CLE relationship with Western North 
Carolina University and its outstanding Honors College.

Trips were another of  Ed’s gifts to CLE. A world 
traveler, he selected unique local, regional and interna-
tional destinations and the best guides, hotels, and res-
taurants. All who travelled on CLE trips, ranging from 
Crystal Bridges in Arkansas and Sonoma County wine 

country to Morocco and Cuba, can attest that they were 
“First Class” in every respect. 

In a letter to the Board announcing his retirement, 
Ed properly noted that he had helped “direct CLE to its 
significant place in our community. I am very proud of  
our success and am very hopeful for the continued suc-
cess of  CLE.” The good news is that Ed, in his own 
words, “is not going away.” He will still coordinate and 
present programs in 2021 and greet you as you enter the 
CLE lecture hall.

CLE’s Board, its Members, and the Highlands com-
munity he continues to serve owe Ed a debt of  gratitude 
that will be hard to repay. Please accept our well-deserved 
thanks for a job well done. 

At its October 8 meeting, the Board elected Lee Gar-
rett as CLE’s new President. Going forward, Al Pearson 
will serve as Vice-President and Bill McMillan as Trea-
surer. The Board is also pleased to announce that Sandy 
Carlton will continue as Executive Director and Bonnie 
Dayton as Marketing Director. No one will be surprised 
that Ed Mawyer has already answered the call by providing 
informal consultation.

Mawyer retires from Center for Life Enrichment
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•sPiritually sPEaking • Proverbs 3:5 • PlacEs to worsHiP •
BLUE VALLEY BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Oliver Rice, Pastor (706) 782-3965

Sundays: School:10 a.m., Worship:11 
Sunday night services every 2nd & 4th Sunday at 7 

Wednesdays: Mid-week prayer meeting:7 p.m.
BUCK CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH

828-269-3546 • Rev. Jamie Passmore, Pastor
Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11 

CASHIERS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Rev. Wes Sharpe, Pastor 828-743-5298
Sundays: School at 9:30 Worship 10:30

Wednesday night Dinner and Service 5:30 
CHAPEL OF THE SKY

Sky Valley, GA • 706-746-2999 
Sundays: 10 a.m.:Worship 

Holy Communion 1st & 3rd Sundays 
CHRIST ANGLICAN CHURCH 

Rector: Jim Murphy, 252-671-4011 
464 US Hwy 64 east, Cashiers 

9:30a Early Service; 11a Worship Service; 
CHRIST CHURCH OF THE VALLEY, CASHIERS

Pastor Brent Metcalf • 743-5470
Sun.10:45am, S.S 9:30am. Wed. 6pm supper and teaching.

Tues. Guys study 8am, Gals 10am.
CLEAR CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH

Pastor Jim Kinard
Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11a.m. 
1st & 3rd Sunday night Service: 7.p.m.

Wednesdays –Supper at 6 p.m. 
COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH
www.cbchighlands.com • 526-4685
3645 Cashiers Rd, Highlands, NC 

Sr. Pastor Gary Hewins  
Sun.: 9:30am: Sunday School10:30am: Middle & High School; 

10:45am: Child. Program,10: 45am: Worship
Wed.: 5pm Dinner ($7 adult, $2 child), 6pm CBC U.

COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH OF SKY VALLEY
706.746.3144• 696 Sky Valley Way #447, 

Pastor Gary Hewins
Worship: Sun. 9 a.m., with Holy Communion the 1st & 3rd 
Sun.; Tues: Community Supper 5:30 followed by Bible Study. 
EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF THE INCARNATION

Rev. W. Bentley Manning • 526-2968
Sunday Services Live-Stream at 10:30 a.m.,

Morning Prayer Weekdays on Facebook live at 8:30 a.m.
Holy Eucharist at noon in the garden on Mondays and 

Wednesdays
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH HIGHLANDS

828-526-4153 • www.fbchighlands.org
Dr. Mark Ford, Pastor• 220 Main Street, Highlands 
Sun.:Worship 10:45 am; Sun.: Bible Study 9:30 am

Wed.: Men’s Bible Study 8:30 am; Choir 5p; Prayer Mtg 6:15p 
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Curtis Fussell & Emily Wilmarth, pastors 

7
526-3175 • fpchighlands.org

Sun.: Worship 8:30a Adult Ed.: 9:30a.m.; Worship 11 a.m.
Mondays: Men’s Prayer Group & Breakfast 8 a.m. 

Wed: Choir:6p
GOLDMINE BAPTIST CHURCH

(Off Franklin/Highlands Rd) 
Sunday School:10 am, Worship Service:11 am

GRACE COMMUNITY CHURCH OF CASHIERS
Non-Denominational-Contemporary Worship

242 Hwy 107N, 1/4 miles from Crossroads in Cashiers

www.gracecashiers.com • Pastor Steve Doerter: 743-9814
Services: Sundays 10am - Wed. - 7pm; Dinner - Wed. 6pm 

HAMBURG BAPTIST CHURCH
Hwy 107N. • Glenville, NC • 743-2729 • Nathan Johnson
Sunday: School 9:45a, Worship 11a & 7p, Bible Study 6p

Wed. Kidsquest 6p.; Worship 7p.
HIGHLANDS ASSEMBLY OF GOD

Randy Reed, Pastor 828-421-9172 • 165 S. Sixth Street  
Sundays: Worship:11 

HIGHLANDS CENTRAL BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Dan Robinson

670 N. 4th Street (next to the Highlands Civic Center)
Sun.: Morning Worship 10:45a., Evening Worship, 6p. 

Wednesday: Prayer Service, 6:30 p.
HIGHLANDS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

Pastor Randy Lucas 526-3376
Outdoor Worship Services 8:30 & 11

Please see our website - highlandsmethodist.org and 
our Facebook page for more information

HOLY FAMILY LUTHERAN CHURCH: ELCA
2152 Dillard Road • 526-9741
Worship/Communion:10:30 

All are welcome.
We wear masks and social distance.

MACEDONIA BAPTIST CHURCH
8 miles south of Highlands on N.C. 28 S in Satolah

Pastor Zane Talley
Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11, Choir:6 p.m.

Wed: Bible Study and Youth Mtg.:7 p.m.
MOUNTAIN SYNAGOGUE

at St. Cyprian’s Episcopal Church, Franklin • 828-524-9463
MOUNTAIN BIBLE CHURCH 

743-2583 • Independent Bible Church 
Sun:10:30 a.m. at Big Ridge Baptist Church,  

4224 Big Ridge Road (4.5 miles from NC 107) 
Weds: Bible Study 6:30 p.m.; Youth Group 6 p.m. 

OUR LADY OF THE MOUNTAINS  
CATHOLIC CHURCH

Rev. Fr. Jason K. Barone – 526-2418
Mass: Thurs. 12:10; Fri. 9am; Sun: 11 a.m.

SCALY MOUNTAIN BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Marty Kilby

Sundays: School –10 a.m.; Worship –11 a.m. & 7 
Wednesdays: Prayer Mtg.:7 p.m.

SCALY MOUNTAIN CHURCH OF GOD
290 Buck Knob Road; Pastor Donald G. Bates • 526-3212
Sun.: School:10 a.m.; Worship:10:45 a.m.; Worship: 6 p.m.

SHORTOFF BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Rev. Andy Cloer 

Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11 a.m. 
Wednesdays: Prayer & Bible Study:6 p.m. 
ST. JUDE’S CATHOLIC CHURCH
Mass: Thurs. 9am, Fri., 11am; Sun. 9am 

THE CHURCH OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD
1448 Highway 107 S., Office: 743-2359 • Rev. Rob Wood
June-Sept: Sunday Services: Rite I, 8a, Rite II, 9:15 & 11a

Nursery available for Rite II services
Sept 6-Oct 25-Informal Evening Eucharist-5:30 p.m. 

Thursday: Noon Healing Service with Eucharist.
UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST FELLOWSHIP 

85 Sierra Drive, Franklin • uufranklin.org  
Sunday Worship - 11 a.m. 

WHITESIDE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Rev. Sam Forrester/Cashiers

Sunday School:10 am, Worship Service:11 am

John 3:16

Rev. Steve Ridenhour 
Lutheran Church 
of the Holy Family, Highlands

October is a beautiful time in Highlands. The moun-
tain tops glorify God with splendid and vibrant 
colors. Warm days begin to transition into brisk 

nights. Soon frost will decorate our windows. A glowing 
fireplace will be a welcome refuge from the cold brisk air. 
As the season changes, I find myself  in awe of  our Creator 
God. 

While we welcome the changes of  autumn. Some-
times change is very hard. We are reminded of  the many 
changes we have encountered during this year. At times, 
these changes can overwhelm us. But in the midst of  such 
changes, we are reminded of  God’s unchanging love for us.

In John’s gospel Jesus proclaims, “You will know the 
truth, and the truth will make you free” (John 8:32). The 
truth is that God’s love is poured out for us through the 
gift of  Jesus, God’s only Son, who died on the cross for the 
forgiveness of  our sin. This truth is unchanging. 

No matter what season we find ourselves. The truth re-
mains constant, God loves us, forgives us and through Jesus 
constantly extends to us grace and mercy beyond measure. 

In the midst of  autumn change, the Psalmist reminds 
us: “God is our refuge and strength, a very present help 
in trouble. Therefore, we will not fear, though the earth be 
moved, and though the mountains shake in the depths of  
the sea.” (Psalm 46) The truth of  the matter is, in the midst 
of  all the changes we encounter from day to day God is our 
refuge and strength. 

In the midst of  autumn change, St. Paul reminds us in 
his letter to the church in Rome, that Jesus died for all peo-
ple. St. Paul writes: “For there is no distinction, 23since all 
have sinned and fall short of  the glory of  God; 24they are 
now justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption 
that is in Christ Jesus, 25whom God put forward as a sac-
rifice of  atonement by his blood, effective through faith.” 
(Romans 3) The truth of  the matter is our salvation is not 
dependent upon what we do, but what Christ has done for 
us through his life, death and resurrection. This truth is eter-
nally unchanging. 

We welcome the beauty of  the changing leaves. The 
mountain tops glorify God with splendid and vibrant col-
ors. And we glorify God for Christ unchanging love poured 
out for all of  us and for all of  creation. 

October in Highlands...
it’s beauty signals change
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The Highlands Fire & 
Rescue log from Oct. 6

Oct. 6
• At 7:55 a.m., the dept. 

responded to a mutual aid call 
from Cashiers FD. It was can-
celled enroute.

• At 12:20 p.m., the dept. 
was first-responders to a resi-
dence on US 64 west.

• At 4:06 p.m., the dept. pro-
vided public assistance at a loca-
tion on Big Pine Lane.

Oct. 7
• At 8:42 a.m., the dept. 

helped a stranded motorist on 
Horse Cove Road.

• At 1:07 p.m., the dept. re-
sponded to a fire alarm at a resi-
dence on Brushy Face Road N.

• At 2:43 p.m., the dept. re-

•firE rEPorts•
sponded to a fire alarm at a resi-
dence on Clear Creek Road.

Oct. 8
• At 1:40 a.m., the dept. re-

sponded to a call of “the smell of 
smoke” at a residence on VZ Top.

• At 9:23 a.m., the dept. re-
sponded to a fire alarm at a resi-
dence on Peace Mountain Road.

Oct. 9
• At 6:46 a.m., the dept. re-

sponded to a fire alarm at a resi-
dence at VZ Top.

• At 3:58 p.m., the dept. re-
sponded to a fire alarm at a resi-
dence on Many Road.

• At 5:49 p.m., the dept. re-
sponded to a fire alarm at a resi-
dence on Many Road.

• At 8:33 p.m., the dept. re-
sponded to a fire alarm at a resi-

dence on Buckberry Road.
Oct. 10
• At 5:30 a.m., the dept. was 

first-responders to a location on 
N. 4th. Street.

• At 4:47 p.m. ,the dept. was 
first-responders to a residence 
on Whiteside Mountain Road.

Oct. 11
• At 12:33 p.m., the dept. 

was first-responders to a resi-

dence on Country Club Drive.
• At 3:50 p.m. the dept. was 

first-responders to a location on 
Main Street.

• At 6 p.m., the dept. was 
first-responders to a residence 
on Magnolia Drive.

Oct. 12
• At 10:27 a.m., the dept. 

was first-responders to a resi-
dence on Cullasaja Drive.

A Jackson County man who 
crashed into an Ohio couple’s car 
last year along U.S. 23/441, seri-
ously injuring both, must serve 
active time in prison, District At-
torney Ashley Hornsby Welch said 
recently. 

Travis Aron Zepeda, 24, who 
at various times has listed home ad-
dresses in both Cherokee and Glen-
ville, pleaded guilty last week to two 
counts felony serious injury by mo-
tor vehicle in connection with the 
April 1, 2019, wreck. 

Senior Resident Superior 
Court Judge Bradley B. Letts sen-
tenced Zepeda in Jackson County 
Superior Court to a minimum of  19 
months in prison and a maximum 
of  32 months. He must undergo 
substance-abuse and mental-health 
treatments and participate in job 
training.

After the wreck, N.C. High-
way Patrol Trooper D.J. Brooks 
found a small container under 
Zepeda’s 2002 Mercury Sable. It 
contained about 6 grams of  meth-
amphetamine. Laboratory analysis 
of  blood and urine samples from 
Zepeda showed the presence of  
methamphetamine and amphet-
amine, confirming his impairment.

The couple, Don and Ellen 

Jackson County man sentenced 
for causing serious injury by 

motor vehicle

• At 10:54 a.m., the dept. 
was first-responders to a resi-
dence on Village Walk

• At 5:47 p.m., the dept. was 
first-responders to a residence 
on Chestnut Hill Drive.

Oct. 13
• At 6:23 a.m., the dept. re-

sponded to a motor vehicle ac-
cident on NC 106.

Morrison of  Batavia, Ohio, at that 
time were each 70 years old. In a 
victim-impact statement, Don Mor-
rison, who suffered four fractured 
ribs and lacerations, said he found 
recovering from the accident tough 
going. 

“I was on an all-time emotional 
low for several months,” he said.

Ellen Morrison was flown by 
helicopter to Mission Hospital in 
Asheville with internal bleeding, 
lacerations and additional severe 
bleeding. 

A short time before the wreck, 
witnesses saw Zepeda driving reck-
lessly on Mill Street in Sylva. Once 
on U.S. 23/441 – speeding 70-80 
mph southbound along a stretch of  
the four-lane highway posted at 55 
mph – he drove between two other 
cars, also southbound. 

Zepeda ran off  the pavement 
on the right side of  the highway. 
He crossed the grass median and 
clipped a 2015 Freightliner tractor-
trailer truck.

His car crashed almost head 
on into the Morrisons’ northbound 
2016 BMW. Zepeda’s car over-
turned onto its side. He suffered 
minor injuries.

Jackson County Assistant DA 
Andy Buckner prosecuted the case. 
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209 N. 4th Street
(Corner of N. 4th and Oak streets 

upstairs across from Town Hall. 

Phone: 828-526-3241
Fax: 828-482-9019
Email: rachelbkelleyllc@gmail.com

Rachel B. Kelley, PMHNP-BCRachel B. Kelley, PMHNP-BC
ARNP ARNP --  Board CertifiedBoard Certified
Psychiatric • Mental HealthPsychiatric • Mental Health
Medication ManagementMedication Management
Positive WellnessPositive Wellness

Whiteside Cove  
Cottages

800-805-3558 • 828-526-2222

5 new log cabins 
nestled in the hemlocks 
on 25 acres at the base 

of Whiteside 
Mountain.

,:. 
VIVA WELLNESS 
526-1566

CBD � HEALS 
• 50 mg CBD 30 Pressed Tabs

• 50 mg CBD 30 Gel Caps
• I 00 mg CBD 30 Gel Caps

• CBD cream and balm
Also Available: 

Far Infrared Sauna Capsule 
Massage Spa Capsule 

5 Cotta e Row • U.S. 64 East 
Whole Body Vibration

• Interior & Exterior Painting
• Pressure Washing

• House Maintenance
• Drywall Repair

• Deck Repair
Quality Work • Fully Insured

Lupe Gonzales
avpintura@gmail.com

828-332-1539 or 678-873-2927

• Grading
• Excavating
• Driveways
• Build sites

• Hauling
• Septic Systems 

Edwin Wilson
Cell (828) 421-3643 

Office/fax (828) 526-4758
wilsongrading@yahoo.com 

Mendoza 
Tree Expert
Quality Tree Care 

& Removal •16+ years

828-200-9217
Fully Insured 

estimates@mendozatree.com
www.mendozatree.com

FIREWOOD FOR SALEFIREWOOD FOR SALE

We accept al l  credit cards

Bill Barber 
Homes

billbarber22@gmail.com
billbarberhomes.com

(828)
226-9696

We have a special knack for 
keeping your taxes on track

Brophy & Associates
Consulting, LLC

Robbin Brophy
Enrolled Agent
(828) 558-4300

• Tax return preparation for small 
 businesses and individuals
• QuickBooks training and 
 bookkeeping services
• IRS/State representation

367 Dellwood Rd., Bldg. E, Ste. 3
Waynesville, NC 28786

(828) 558-4300 office • (833) 234-4881 fax
brophytax.com

robbin@brophytax.com

Billingsley Billingsley 
Turf Management Turf Management 
and Landscaping and Landscaping 

For all of your For all of your 
turf and landscaping projects, turf and landscaping projects, 

Call 828-526-2258Call 828-526-2258

GARY GARREN
Cell: (828) 482-2370

gsgarren@gmail.com

 Downtown Office
114 N. 4th Street, Highlands, NC

Highlandssothebysrealty.com
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Let us aean Your Home! 

828-200-2437 �

��I!!EQ! � 
offers a proprietary low pressure soft wa!h system that !nfely cleans 

Cedar; Asphalt, Metal, Slate roofs , most exterior siding, exterior 
decks, interior decks, retaining walls, rock walkways, and driveways. 

GIVE US A CALL! 
We'll help bring your home back to life! 

Ryan M. Bears
Broker

Pat Allen, Broker in Charge

Cell: 803-271-5426
Office: 828-526-8784

Ryan@patallenrealtygroup.com

MORALESPAINTINGANDSERVICES@GMAIL.COM

706.982.9768
828-226.5347

INTERIOR/EXTERIOR PAINTING • LAWN MAINTENANCE
HOUSE MAINTENANCE • QUALITY WORK

FULLY INSURED

Highlands Automotive

2851 Cashiers Road • highlandsautomotive.com
828-787-2360

NC
Inspection

Station

Service
&

Repair

• Residential or  
Commercial 

• Over 40 Years  
Experience 

• Fast and Dependable
• FREE Estimates

• FREE Pick-up and 
Delivery

American American 
Upholstery Upholstery 

Same Phone Numbers:
(864) 638-9661 cell: (864) 710-9106

WE HAVE MOVED TO

Sample Books Available

105 Ashley Drive • Walhalla, SC 29691
(Same Owners: Morris & Rachel Bible)

HIGH PRESSURE WASHING IS OUT!
LOW PRESSURE SOFT WASH IS IN!

Hometown Cedar Roof Cleaning

828-342-5432

• Certified • Softwash process 
• Eradicate infestations

• Rehydrate shakes • Extend roof life
FREE ESTIMATE

Call or email for a FREE Eagleview 
report of your roof including pictures 

and measurements.

JUNK
WE HAUL IT AWAY

House / Garage / Yard
Call for free estimate

 828 - 421 - 5188

Chestnut storage
• Secure 24-Hour Access

•Easy in - Easy out
• Great Rates - Great Terms

10890 Buck Creek Rd. 
\1/2 mile off  Cashiers Rd. near the hospital.

Storage Units Available

Call today to find out why we’re 
“Highlands Premier Facility”

828-482-1045

CASSIE ROSS
Cell: (828) 989-5996

cassie.ross@sothebysrealty.com

 Downtown Office
114 N. 4th Street, Highlands, NC

Highlandssothebysrealty.com
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•classifiEds•
GARAGE SALE
SAT OCT. 17 AND SUN OCT. 18. 9a til. 745 

Dillard Road.Use lower marked entrance. 
WANTED 
NEEDED: LONG TERM, 6 MONTH OR MORE 

RENTAL IN HIGHLANDS/CASHIERS AREa. 2 or 
3 bedroom for nice young couple. Have own 
handyman/landscape business so could be helpful. 
seymouph@gmail.com or 470.774.5372 (10/15)

NEEDED: LONG TERM HOUSE RENTAL 
20+ year Highlands resident business owner in need 
of long term/monthly house rental in the Highlands-
Cashiers area. Must have high speed internet and allow 
pets. Contact Sean 828.421.3824 - 526.0215 dmul-
la14gmail.com. (10/15) 

QUALITY GUITARS. Cash on hand. Gibson, 
Martin, etc. Call: 917-554-4185, Email: Bakelitemusic@
yahoo.com (10/22)

WE BUY GOLD, SILVER, AND ESTATE 
JEWELRY. Estate Jewelry of Highlands. 828-526-1960, 
EJOFHighlands@gmail.com. 360 Main St, Highlands. (st. 
8/20)

TO BUY COLT PYTHON. THE OLDER THE 
BETTER. Call 526-9803. (st. 7/2)

FULL HOUSE GALLERY in Highlands Plaza is 
accepting CONSIGNMENT FURNITURE. Please call 
or text Susan at 828-526-6004. (st. 3/19)

ITEMS FOR SALE
SOLID CHERRY TABLE 8 chairs 2 leaves $150 

704 641-3267. (st. 10/8)
HELP WANTED
FREELANCE FITNESS INSTRUCTORS 

SPIN & BARRE. Old Edwards Spa, Highlands NC . 
Send Resume in PDF format to Kyra Russell. krussell 
@oldedwardsinn.com (st. 10/8) 

DOG BATHER NEEDED AT POSH PAWS 
PET SPA IN HIGHLANDS Part Time Year Round 
Position. Business hours are Tues.-Sat. 9-5. Job includes 
bathing & blowdrying dogs, assisting groomers, & clean-
ing. $10/hr. w/ paid lunch break. Please call828-526-9581 
to inquire about position.(st 9/3) 

HIGHLANDER MOUNTAIN HOUSE & 
THE RUFFED GROUSE TAVERN STAFF 

NEEDED!All positions including waitstaff, kitchen and 
housekeeping. Call 828-526-2590 or email your resume 
to info@highlandermountainhouse.com (Formerly Main 
Street Inn) (st. 8/13)

HIGHLANDS DELI is hiring kitchen staff, start-
ing immediately for the summer and fall. Please pick up 
applications at SweeTreats/Highlands Deli – 115 S 4th 
Street. (st. 8/13)

WOLFGANGS is looking for a Line Cook with 
a solid track record for dinner prep and service. Need 
to be creative. Also waitstaff, backer. Best award of Wine 
Spectator. Please email mindygreen@me.com for either 
position. (st. 5/28)

THE LOG CABIN is looking for servers, line 
cooks and dishwashers. call or stop by – great pay. Start 
immediately. Call or stop by 828 526-577.(st. 6/11)

OLD EDWARDS INN & SPA, HIGHLANDS 
NC Housekeeping and Dishwashing starting at $13 per 
hour. Now recruiting for Housekeepers, Houseman, 2nd 
Shift Laundry, Turndown Attendants, Dishwashers, Sous 
Chef, Cook, Baker, Gardener Assistant, Servers, Host/
Hostess, Bussers, Old Edwards Inn Rooms Manager, 
Bellman, Night Audit, Fitness Manager, Spa Attendants, 
Cosmetologist, Acorn’s Warehouse Associate, Retail 
Sales Associate. Benefits offered after 90 days employ-
ment. Apply online: www.oldedwardsinn.com/careers

JOIN OUR TEAM! Nectar Juice Bar (located 
inside Whole Life Market) is now hiring! Are you looking 
for a fun, healthy-minded individual looking for full-time, 
year-round work? Experience is not necessary, but 
kitchen or barista skills a plus. Competitive pay! Apply 
at Whole Life Market, 680 N. 4th St., Highlands. 

CHESTNUT HILL is an upscale Assisted Living 
Community in search of a Dietary Cook, CNAs, Med 
Techs, Wait Staff and Housekeeping. Send resume to 
Lindabtiff@aol.com or call 828-526-5251. (st. 2/13)

SALES ASSOCIATE HIGH END RETAIL 
CLOTHING STORE IN HIGHLANDS AND 
CASHIERS, NC. Full time, part time and seasonal. 
Inquire to 828-200-0928. (st. 3/38) 

SERVICES 
GUTTER CLEANING, METAL ROOF & 

FABRICATON roof repairs, chimney flashing, debris 
removal, pressure washing. Call 371-1103. (st. 9/17/20)

I INSTALL TILE! Eco-Friendly & Non-Toxic. 
Specializing in Shower/Bathroom, Kitchen/ Backsplash, 
Entrance Ways/Patios/Flooring. 25yrs experience. Also 
offer grout cleaning. Licensed & Insured. Mike Bertone/
Owner of Bertone Tile Design & Flooring LLC. Home: 
828-526-4943 or Text: 321-303-7560. (11/5) 

HIGHLANDS HANDI-MAN – Can fix anything 
inside or out. Carpentry, Interior and exterior painting, 
pressure washing, lawn care, hauling. and will monitor 
house during winter. Free Estimates. References. Call 
Tony. 828-200-5770 or 828-482-0159. (st. 3/26) 

HIGH COUNTRY PHOTO/KEVIN VIN-
SON: scanning photos, slides & negatives to CD 
or DVD for easier viewing. Video transfer to DVD. 
Everything done in house. Leave message at 828-526-
5208. (st. 6/4) 

REAL ESTATE FOR SALE
CASHIERS/SAPPHIRE - Split level 3 Bed/ 3 

Bath home. Partially Furnished Year Round Mountain 
Views. For Sale $575,000. Will Consider Lease/Option 
at 3,000 month. (561) 346-6400 (11/5)

HIGHLANDS CONDO – 1 bed plus bonus 
room with 2 bathrooms, activity room, one-car garage. 
239-597-2959. (st. 7/16)

LOTS. 3.22 ACRES. Borders NSFS. VIEWS. 
Well, septics, utilities, roads installed. PRIVATE. Mul-
tiple exit/entry. 2/2 residence. asking $186,000 Call 
828.482.2050. 

FOR SALE BY OWNER: Spectacular unit 
in premier Town Place Condos, Highlands; Walk to 
Town! Lower Unit. $865,000. Check listing on Zillow: 
45 Brock Court. (704) 641-3267. (st. 9/24) 

SIX ACRES ON BUCK CREEK ROAD be-
hind Highlands-Cashiers Hospital. Sign on property. 
843-460-8015. (st. 5/30) 

2/2 CLAYTON HOME IN LOWER CLEAR 
CREEK. 1+acre,Private. View. $118,000. Call 
706.782.9728 (st. 9/5) 

REAL ESTATE FOR RENT
CUTE 2 BEDROOM, 2 BATH COTTAGE 

and bonus room. Terrific large porch and wood burning 
fireplace 8 mins from town. $1500/month. Furnished or 
unfurnished. Minimum one year rental. Available later 
this fall.Mrpaulkrk@yahoo.com (st. 9/3)

$6 for 10 words; 20 cents 
each additional word
$2 for color highlight

$5 for graphic(828) 482-9374
(772) 532-0706

The Highlands Barbershop

Open Mon.-Sat.
10a to 5p

446 Oak Street 
across from the park.

Enter from Oak Street
OR 446 Main Street

Classified Rates



“Ace is the Place.”

At Main & 3rd streets
Highlands 526-2157

Hardware
Reeves

3

www.highlandsiscalling.com
828-526-3717 

11

Country Club Properties
“Your local hometown 

Real Estate professionals.”
3 Offices 828-526-2520

www.CCPHighlandsNC.com

2 “Highlands is calling  
and I must go.”

6

Suzanne McDavid
Broker

cell: (678) 276-6133 • Off: (828) 526-8300

401 N 5th St., Highlands

SILVER EAGLE 

349 Main Street, Highlands, NC
828.526.5190 silvereaglegallery.com

Native American Jewelry
  Crystal & Gem Gallery

33

33

11

40
2

2

2 1

12

10

5

6
78

13

4
13

9

Mitzi Rauers, Broker 
404-218-9123 

mitzi@meadowsmtnrealty.com
meadowsmountainrealty.com

13

K-H Park

Martin-Lipscomb 
Performing Arts Center 

(PAC)

Top 12% 
of 

Brokers 
in 2019

Sotheby’s
is the top

firm in
Highlands 
since 2013 

Andrea Gabbard

c 828.200.6742

o 828.526.8300
AndreaGabbard@gmail.com
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“Local Expertise. Global Connections.”
114 N. 4th Street • Highlands, NC

sheryl.wilson@sothebysrealty.com • highlandssir.com
office: 828.526.8300 • cell: 828.337.0706

Sheryl Wilson

Licensed in NC and GA
Doug Helms
828.226.2999

Clif Gottwals
303.887.7479

P H ALMER    OUSE
PROPERTIES

ELEVATED

Highlander Mountain House 
& The Ruffed Grouse Tavern

•classifiEds•



cashmere
Scotland’s Best Knitwear

McCULLEY’S

242 S. 4th St. & Pop up 
on Main Street

Open 7 days a week
526-4407

828-526-2338

30  ...on the Verandah 
Restaurant

on Lake Sequoyah

www.ontheverandah.com

Open Year-Round • 6 days a week
343-D Main Street. • 526-4035

Open 
Inside 

&
Outside
11a-4p

5:30-til?

8

9

Jody Lovell • 828.226.6303

www.wildthymegourmet.com

Pat Allen 
Broker-in-charge

Cell: 828-200-9179 
pat@patallenrealtygroup.com 

Office: 828-526-8784
295 Dillard Road

Highlands, NC 28741

 5

Not the Biggest ... Just the Best!
www.patallenrealtygroup.com 

DAV ID 
BOCK 
BUILDERS 

www.BockBuilders.com 828-526-2240 

Top Producers for 15 Years

6

• #1 Broker Highlands/
Cashiers MLS 2001-2019

• #1 Broker North Carolina 
2016/2017

• Top 2 Broker North Carolina 
2018 per Real Trends

Investing in Life – On a Whole New LevelInvesting in Life – On a Whole New Level

Susie deVille
Broker Associate

828-371-2079

Pat Gleeson
Owner, BIC

828-782-0472

Bee Gleeson 
Broker Associate

404-307-1415

Chris Duffy 
Broker Associate

828-526-6763

125 South 4th Street, Highlands • (828) 526-8118 
www.WhiteOakRG.com

Christal Green 
Broker Assoc./Office Admin.

828-200-9699

Tom Bean
Broker Associate

828-526-6383

474 Main Street
828.526.3807 | wolfgangs.net

Serving 6 days a week
(Closed Tuesdays)

Bistro 4p
Dining Room 5:30p

Please call 
for reservations

Open for 
Limited Inside 

Dining
Everyday 

4-8p

Main Street Highlands • Reservations: 526-4906

Taking Reservations
Dinner at 5:00 pm

Closed Wednesday for dinner

Taste the difference. Always fresh.


