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• See ELECTION page 8

•Election Countdown•
This is our 4th installment of our coverage of the 

candidates on the ballot: Macon County School Board

There are two locations: 
The Highlands Civic Center and the Ma-

con County Robert Carpenter Community 
Building. 

Hours are Monday-Friday 8am-7:30pm, 
open the first two Saturdays from 8am-6pm 
and the last Saturday 8am-3pm.

Early voting 
continues thru October 31

• See DENIES page 7

By Brittney Lofthouse
There are three seats up for 

election on the Macon County 
Board of  Education. The High-
lands seat, currently held by 
Stephanie McCall, the Nantahala 
seat, currently held by Melissa Ev-
ans, and the Franklin-Area seat, 
currently held by Chairman Jim 
Breedlove..

Incumbent Melissa Evans is 
running unopposed, meaning she 
will be automatically re-elected. 
McCall is not running for re-
election, however, Hilary Wilkes 
received no 
c h a l l e n g -
ers for the 
Highlands 
seat, so 
she will be 
elected in 
November.

M a t t 
Mason and 
Emily Ritter 
are opposing him. 

Breedlove has held his seat 
for 12 years.

“I feel compelled to continue 

to serve as a board member and 
help make decisions that repre-
sent the best interest of  all stu-
dents and I hope to continue to 
serve for the coming four years. 
I believe our county and state will 
be facing uncertain and consider-
able challenges and obstacles due 
to the current pandemic and the 
economic impact it will undoubt-
edly have on education as a whole. 
I feel my experience and proven 
leadership will be invaluable in 
helping lead the school system 
through these coming turbulent 

times.”
Breed-

love is a 
M a c o n 
county na-
tive who 
started his 
education 
in Macon 
C o u n t y 
S c h o o l s . 

He is a graduate of  UNC at 
Chapel Hill with a BS and MBA 
in Business Administration and 

• See RESCUE page 11• See BEARS page 14

Despite pleas from Dr. Patti 
Wheeler, the Hehn family, and of  
course CEO/CNO of  the hos-
pital Tom Neal, commissioners 
voted 4 to 1 to deny water/sewer 
to HCA for proposed workforce 

housing on its property alongside 
the entrance to the hospital.

Neal approached the board 
in August and again in Septem-
ber outlining the urgent need for 
affordable housing for healthcare 

workers so he could fulfill the plan 
to grow hospital services.

“HCA would pay for all wa-
ter/sewer costs; we are not ask-
ing the town to subsidize in any 

Town denies HCA water/sewer request

As crazy as it sounds, people 
in town have been feeding bears 
that happen through their yards. 
So now there is an ordinance 
against intentionally doing so.

At last week’s Town Board 
meeting, Mayor Taylor presented 
an ordinance against “feeding 
wild animals.”

“I have been told that there 
are some owners of  VRBO rent-
als who have encouraged their 
renters to throw leftover food 
into their yard so they can have a 
‘bear photo experience’ while they 
are here, which means they are 
consciously feeding the bears in 
town,” he said.

The town has gone to consid-
erable expense over the past cou-
ple years to deter bears in town. 
Bearproof  garbage cans and bear-
resistant toters have been placed 
throughout the business district to 
stop bears from using town gar-
bage cans and business dumpsters 
as their grocery store.

And it’s worked.

Don’t feed 
the bears!
It will cost you $250

By Brian O’Shea 
Plateau Daily News 

Highlands Fire & Rescue re-
ceived a call on Tuesday shortly af-

Rescue crews do welfare 
check on Whiteside Mtn.

ter 5:30 p.m. reporting two climb-
ers trapped on a rope on the east 
face of  Whiteside Mountain.

Rescue crew use a drone to establish visual contact with two climbers who 
were reportedly trapped on the east face of Whiteside Mountain.
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Highlands Mayor
Patrick Taylor

•Weather•

The Highlands Cashiers 
Hospital workforce 
housing water and sewer 

request was turned down in a 
4 to 1 vote at last Thursday’s 
town board meeting. I know 
some folks are disappointed 
and think it is a major setback 
for the hospital. Others, like 
four of  the town commission-
ers, may think differently.

I had concerns from the 
beginning. My primary concern 
was that HCA was unwilling to 
fund the project. It seems they 
were willing to do a land lease to some other 
entity that would fund, build and operate 
the housing project designated for medical 
workers only. Frankly, I would have been 
more supportive if  HCA had indicated that 
the project was critical to hospital opera-
tions, and they were funding the project. 

Some would counter that HCA has 
invested 4 million dollars this year in hos-
pital upgrades. HCA recently revealed they 
have made over a 200-million-dollar com-
mitment to capital upgrades to the en-
tire Mission system. They plan to build a 
68-million-dollar new hospital in Franklin. 
If  HCA had requested water and sewer for 
building additions to their existing apart-

ment complex, or for a new 
separate development, I would 
have been more supportive. For 
that matter, I am supportive of  
any business within the town 
that wants to build employee 
housing, provided zoning re-
quirements are met. 

I suspect the vote was 
driven in part by previous dis-
appointments and setbacks. 
The Chestnut Hill development 
was originally provided water as 
part of  the hospital agreement. 
Some commissioners saw the 

current Chestnut Hill situation as cautionary 
tale. If  there were another hospital sale, or 
even a closure, this proposed project could 
become a repeat situation. 

When I became mayor some 7 years 
ago, the new Mission Hospital signs were 
going up, along with the hope of  improved 
access and service. Soon thereafter many 
people started thinking the opposite was 
happening, that services were being reduced 
and access meant going to Asheville. A few 
years later, Cashiers and Highlands folks 
were told that they needed to build a first-
rate emergency department that would be 
consistent with other Mission facilities. Six 
million dollars in local donations made that 
emergency department a reality in 2017. 

In March of  2018 it was announced 
that Mission Healthcare was being sold to 
HCA. We were assured that the sale would 
be great for Cashiers and Highlands. In all 
candor, the jury is still out concerning the 
sale of  the hospital, as well as the Mission 
system. There have been some problematic 
situations in the transition where outlying 
communities feel that healthcare access con-
tinues to be centralized in Asheville.

With that said, I suspect skepticism 
and unanswered questions drove Thursday’s 
vote. There may be alternative solutions 
to hospital staffing and housing issues. I 
had a good conversation after the meeting 
with Tom Neal, the hospital CEO. He as-
sured me that he and his staff  will continue 
to serve and advance the medical needs of  
the community. I made the commitment to 
Tom that I would do everything I could to 
support their efforts. Everyone can support 
the hospital by using their current services 
whenever possible.

In today’s paper and on the town 
website, there is information about meet-
ings concerning the Highlands Community 

Plan. I hope there is a strong turnout at 
these meetings. If  you can’t attend a meet-
ing, please complete the survey on the town 
website. Click on the Highlands Community 

Plan. Citizen involvement is key to the plan. 
I encourage everyone to make the time to 
participate. 
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by Old Edwards
G l e n   C o v e

Live a life of adventure and wellness in the beautiful Norton area of Cashiers, North Carolina, 
with abundant leisure amenities including a wellness center, heated mineral pool, 
entertainment barn with golf simulator lounge and 12-hole, par-three golf course.

Call today for a tour.  |  828.526.1783  |  GlenCoveLifestyle.com
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Serving Lunch and Dinner Year-Round.
Gourmet Foods, Full Service Bar
Town Square at 343-D Main St. • Highlands

828-526-4035

Open inside
and

Outside

•Highlands Area Dining Directory•

828-526-2338

...on the Verandah 
Restaurant

on Lake Sequoyah
www.ontheverandah.com

US 64 west • Highlands

Open 4p-8p
7 days a week

Inside, 
limited seating
& Take-out 

Tues. - Sat.
Dinner starts at

5:30 p.m.
Take-out & curbside 

delivery, too

Lunch: 11a-4p - 7 days
Dinner: 5:30p- until

6 days

Open Daily except Wednesday

Asia HouseAsia House
Japanese • Asian• Thai Cuisine

828-787-1680 or 828-787-1900
151 Helen’s Barn Avenue

Temporary Hours
12-9p 

Open for Take-out ONLY
Please order ahead

In-town delivery available
(min. delivery order $50)

CASUAL DINING IN A 
HISTORIC 1924 LOG CABIN 

_MENUS PRINTED DAIL1-

Dinner Nightly 5:00 PM 
Monday-Saturday 

Lunch 12:00 PM - 2:30 PM 
Tuesday - Saturday

Join us for 
Lunch & Dinner

130 Log Cabin Lane
828-526-5777

(Closed Wed. for dinner)

474 Main street 
828.526.3807 
wolf gangs.net 

American cuisine with a 
Creole twist and a 

German flair!

Serving 6 days a week
(Closed Tuesdays)

Bistro 4p
Dining Room 5:30p

Please call for reservations

Gift certificates now online 

Taste the difference. Always fresh.

Cafe

WeCaterHighlands.com
828-526-8847

470 Oak St adjacent to the Park in Downtown Highlands

Courtya
rd

& Catering

Full Lunch Menu 
Stocked Deli Case 
Heat & Eat Dinners 

Catering

Fresser
s

828.526.4906
www.paolettis.com



•See LETTERS page 6
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•Dining •

Paoletti
828.526.4906

www.paolettis.com

EXCEPTIONAL WINES 
CRAFT COCKTAILS

SERVING DINNER/BAR FROM 5PM 
EVERY EVENING

Main Street Highlands Since 1984

Now open!
We look forward to serving you.

Please call for reservations!
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STAY HOME • HIRE A CHEF 
- -- - - - - - - - - - --

Pinner Par/us 
ramiuf 6ratlterings 
FROM 2 - 50 PEOPLE 

• Relax - Enjoy your Family and Friends
• Let Me Do The Shopping, Cooking and 

Clean-up!
• Personalized Menus - Black Tie to BBQ 

Seafood Boils and Luaus
• Serv-Safe Certified

SANITARY AND RESPONSIBLE 

828-743-3145 I 561-345-0652

)Vi
GUARANTEED 

 llr111r1ous & ntt1t1°1 $ 

visit highlandsburritos.com

Mon - Sat   11am-4pm
Closed Sundays

Online Ordering Available and
NOW SERVING MARGARITAS!

I’m baaaaaack!
With the same menu, low prices, FREE coffee and 

an older more mellow attitude!
Come by for a visit and enjoy those Appalachian 

Fries and a fresh Gyro! 
We’re so grateful to be back HOME in Highlands!”

Salads • Pitas • Burgers • Philly Cheese Steak 
Shrimp Hoagie • Susan’s Rueben •Italian Sausage 
Chicken Wings •Appalachian Fries • Onion Rings 

Fried Shrimp • Fish n’ Chips • Chicken Fingers and 
more!

Open for Lunch
Sun., Mon., Thurs. - Sat.

11a to 3p
Open for Dinner

Thurs-Saturday
5p to 10p

Dine in or Call in your Order for Pickup!
828-200-0388

At the High Dive 476 Carolina Way • Highlands

Join Us for TUESDAY Boozeday!

Reservations Required
Call 828-526-5500 or email 

Michael@thebridgeatmillcreek.com

Tuesday, Oct. 27
3-4p.m.| $45++ per person

Includes Tasters & Accoutrements

Learn to make scary classics like the 
Corpse Reviver and Satan’s Whiskers. 

Using the components of these recipes, learn 
universal ratios that can make almost any drink 

possible ... and hey, there’s no way we’ll be  
doing this without candy corn!

•Letters •

Spooky Cocktail Crash 
Course

Friday & Saturday
Oct. 23 & 24

Whole Chicken

Dear Editor,
After receiving a note from a dear friend, and watch-

ing the confirmation hearings of  Amy Coney Barrett, we 
realized our October 8th  ad stating  “On November 10th 
the Supreme Court Decides Whether the Affordable Care 
Act Lives or Dies” over-generalized the actual case resulting 
in a possible misunderstanding of  the case. (Go to www.

highlandsinfo.com, click on Local News. Click on Oct. 8 
edition. Go to page 7.)

To clarify, the focus of  the case being decided on 
November 10th only deals with the fate of  the individual 
mandate and if  it can be severed from the ACA, not the dis-
solution of  the entire ACA itself.  We believe, and it is being 
widely reported, that this decision opens the door to future 
legislation which would jeopardize the ACA. 

Newsweek found at least 70 Republican-led attempts 
to repeal, modify or otherwise curb the ACA since its in-
ception as law on March 23, 2010. John McCain’s famous 
last-minute thumbs down is the only reason the ACA exists 
today. 

The ACA is under attack, and if  dismantled or re-
pealed, an estimated 129 million Americans with pre-ex-
isting conditions could lose life-saving protection and an 
estimated 30 million could \ lose their health care entirely, 
and we are in a pandemic where many have lost their jobs 
and health care. The ACA may need some fixing, but to 
lose it at this time would have devastating consequences to 
millions of  Americans. This is the essence of  our ad, “Vote 
as if  your health depends on it.” 

Ricky and Helene Siegel
Highlands

Clarification

Swan Quarter, NC
Dear Editor,

A few years ago, I was invited to speak to “The Swan 
Quarter, North Carolina Chamber of  Commerce Annual 
Banquet.” At first, I declined. I was in Orlando, Florida at 
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Let’s Stay Home and Build A Fire! 
Delivered, Stacked & Ready to Burn!

828.200.3050 
bobhenritze@gmail.com

Ready for Winter?

The Firewood Company

...LETTERS continued from page 5

• See LETTER page 7

Need help 
looking 

your best? 
Non-invasive options available. 

Center for 
Plastic 
Surgery 

Call for an appointment (828) 526-3783 Highlands
PlasticSurgery Today.com 
Robert T. Buchanan, MD 
Board Certified Plastic Surgeon (l'oJ,, (l'aw,'1 (l'J, Sr •• • • 

... 828-526-9581 ••• 
411 N. 4TH STREET, HIGHLANDS, NC 28741 

OPEN YEAR ROUND TUESDAY-SATURDAY 9-5 

Sala 
15°/o off of all dog 

supplies through the 
end of the year!!! 

Posh Paws has a wide variety of NutriSource and 
Pure Vita dog food as well as plenty of toys and treats to 

suit every dog's preference. We also carry skin & coat, hip 
& joint, general wellness, and dental health supplies. 

the time and to get to Swan Quar-
ter was an all-day trip. I had to 
fly to Charlotte, North Carolina, 

spend 3 hours in the Charlotte 
airport and then fly to Greenville, 
North Carolina. I then had over 

an hour’s drive. However, it has 
been my most memorable trip.

Swan Quarter, North Caro-
lina is a very small farming and 
fishing community located on 
the Pamlico Sound. The Pamlico 
Sound eventually goes out to the 
Atlantic Ocean to Nags Head and 
Cape Hatteras, which is known as 
“The Outer Banks of  North Car-
olina.” Swan Quarter is known 
as “The Inner Banks of  North 
Carolina.”

Swan Quarter is the county 
seat for Hyde County. Hyde 
County may be the largest county 
in North Carolina but may have 
the smallest population. There 
are only about 5000 people in 
Hyde County. They don’t even 
have one traffic light in the entire 
county. However, Hyde County 
also has the largest natural lake 
in North Carolina - Lake Mat-
tamukeet. Lake Mattamukeet is a 
wildlife preserve. At certain times 
of  the year there so many ducks, 
geese and wild swans on the 
lake one can hardly see the wa-
ter. Henceforth the name Swan 
Quarter.

Swan Quarter has survived 
2 major hurricanes. The last one 
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(828) 526-3554
ORDERS TAKEN THRU SUNDAY, NOV. 22

...LETTERS continued from page 6
was Hurricane Isabel in 2003. Many homes 
were completely destroyed and many busi-
nesses severely damaged. Swan Quarter has 
also survived a number of  floods. Because 
of  the floods many homes are built on 
stiles. Also, today, there is a dyke separating 
Swan Quarter from the Pamlico Sound.

Swan Quarter was settled in the early 
1700s. In 1874 a group of  Methodists de-
cided they wanted to build a new church 
in downtown Swan Quarter. The property 
they wanted to buy had a beautiful view 
over-looking the Pamlico Sound. However, 
the property was owned by Mr. Sam Sadler 
and Mr. Sadler did not want to sell his prop-
erty. The more the church tried to buy Mr. 
Sadler’s property, the more determined Mr. 
Sadler was not to sell.

Finally, the church bought another 
property about 3 blocks from Mr. Sadler’s. 
They built their new church. On September 
16, 1876 they had a dedication of  the new 
church and named the church “The Meth-
odist Episcopal Church of  Swan Quarter, 
North Carolina.”

Three days later there is a flood. The 
flood waters pick up the church and start 
to float the church right down main street 
of  Swan Quarter. Ms. Lelia Bren, who was 
born and raised in Swan Quarter was stand-
ing in her kitchen looking out her kitchen 
window. She saw the church floating right 
past her house. She watched it take a left, 
go about a block and sit right down on the 
property owned by Mr. Sam Sadler. Mr. 
Sadler was so in awe that he gave the proper-
ty to the church. They changed the name of  
the church from “The Methodist Episcopal 
Church of  Swan Quarter” to “The Provi-
dence Methodist Church of  Swan Quarter.”

I had the opportunity to visit “The 
Providence Church of  Swan Quarter.” It 
is still one of  the most active churches in 
Swan Quarter today. When you walk in the 
entrance of  the church, right above the door 
is a plague that says, “The Church That Was 
Moved by The Hand OF God.”

True Story
Kenny Youmans 

Highlands

way. Potential employees are declining jobs, 
and we are losing employees because the 
distance and roads they have to drive on 
to get here,” said Neal. “Having workforce 
housing for our healthcare workers would 
help the hospital grow and create a path for 
sustainable long-term growth. As it is now, 
workers can’t afford to live here.”

He said he needs about 25 more em-
ployees to fill out the Eckerd Living Center 
as well as to staff  incoming services like or-
thopedics and surgery.

Since the town was burned when the 
hospital sold Chestnut Hill to a private en-
tity in 2002 and because the town has been 
adamant about not supplying water and 
sewer to residents or entities outside the 
town limits, Neal’s quest was a difficult one.

Despite his assurances that a ground 
lease and contract could be written up to 
protect the town should HCA leave in 8 ½ 
years and the property become something 
other than healthcare workforce housing, 
commissioners couldn’t be convinced.

Mayor Pat Taylor appointed Commis-
sioners John Dotson and Amy Patterson to 
discuss the issue with Neal prior to Octo-
ber’s Town Board meeting to see if  some 
common ground was possible.

Their report at last week’s Town Board 
meeting indicated there was no common 
ground to be had.

“I understand the need for workforce 
housing. But workforce housing on the 
original conceptual plan was not something 

we OK’d. We approved the sewer and then 
the hospital asked for water when it looked 
like their wells might go dry. We never signed 
off  on a site plan for workforce housing so 
it’s not an automatic thing now,” said Com-
missioner Patterson. “It’s true that health-
care is an important aspect of  our commu-
nity and for the future of  our community, 
but I’m not sure not making people com-
mute is a reason for us to subsidize building 
workforce housing.”

She said a good portion of  town staff  
comes up the mountain because “people 
live where they want to live.”

“Plenty of  people want to work here 
but not live here. So that’s not a strong argu-
ment,” she said. 

Furthermore, she said the town giving 
a private for-profit corporation water and 
sewer increases that corporation’s assets and 
that’s a problem.

“This opens a can of  worms for the 
Town of  Highlands. Whether HCA stays or 
doesn’t stay should not be determined by us 
giving water and sewer for workforce hous-
ing,” she said.

Commissioner Dotson used census 
data to explain his view on the matter.

“Of  100 counties in North Carolina, 
Macon County is in the 10 shortest com-
mute times of  all 100 counties. I understand 
the need for employees to have affordable 
housing, but I am not in favor of  granting 
the hospital the ability to improve its prop-
erty value by building a residential commu-

nity at the expense of  Highlands’ citizens,” 
he said.

But Commissioner Marc Hehn said the 
hospital and the town never had a funding 
source like it has now. 

“The Dogwood Trust has $25 million 
left and this is a priority for funding if  it’s 
requested by a nonprofit.”

But Mayor Taylor said Dogwood fund-
ing may be affected because it is struggling 
with major changes in its operation right 
now.

“The Dogwood Trust wouldn’t be 
able to fund anything with HCA because 
this would be an indirect subsidy for HCA 
which is a for-profit corporation,” he said. 
“If  HCA was willing to build the facility 
Dogwood might have a different view. If  
workforce housing is that critical, and if  
HCA is making one million dollars a quar-
ter, yet they aren’t willing to fund this … I 

have to wonder.”
Commissioner Donnie Calloway re-

minded the board that Highlands has been 
strict about not putting water and sewer 
outside the city limits. 

“I stood firm on that years ago when 
it was initially decided and I stand firm on 
it now,” he said.

Mayor Taylor said even if  this was 
completely a nonprofit venture, what’s to 
prevent another nonprofit to ask for water 
and sewer?

“There already are people who want us 
to spread utilities outside the town limits,” 
he said.

Commissioner Hehn said he would 
like to keep the conversation going and to 
enlist the help of  Town Attorney Jay Cow-
ard to work up a contract to protect the 
town. 

• See DENIES page 19

...DENIES continued from page 1
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~ Home Decor 
~ Gifts 

~ Jewelry

468 Carolina Way 
Highlands

(Between N. 4th & N. 5th)
828-526-3909

Upstairs and Across the Walkway at 
“Falls on Main” Highlands

Open at 9a Tues.-Sat. • 828-526-3939

Owner/Stylist: Lacy Jane Villardo
Stylists: Heahter Escandon

Maggie Barden, Bri Field, Desiray Schmitt 
and Cali Smolarsky

Nail Tech: Jenna Schmitt
Massage Therapist: Brenda Lopez

Hair • Nails • Waxing • Tanning • Facials
Massages • Eyelash Extensions 

Walk-ins Welcome!

Yard Art Open 
for outside pickup & delivery

COREY JAMES GALLERY
& Estate Consignments

(828) 526-4818
On the corner of 3rd & Spring

526-5999
Located at 680 N. 4th. St., Highlands

Carrying a wide variety of  
natural products for your  

Mind, Body & Home.
Open Mon.-Sat. 9a to 5:30p

Organic Fresh Juices & Smoothies  
and Salads “On the Go!”
Open Mon.-Sat. 9a to 5p

Whiteside Mountain Road View - MLS #93175  Offered for $1,950,000 
3 bedrooms (w/add'l sleeping areas), 4.5 baths, partially furnished 

622 Whiteside Mountain Road
 Andrea Gabbard
c 828.200.6742  o 828.526.8300 
AndreaGabbard@gmail.com

Andrea is  top 12% 
Real Estate Brokers in 2019. 

Highlands Sotheby’s International Realty is 
the top selling firm in Highlands  

since 2013  as per HCMLS Navica.   

The Pastor 
of Walnut Creek Baptist Church 

in Franklin, NC 
is calling for everyone 

to unite in a universal mission of 

PRAYER
on 

Sunday, Oct. 25 at 10:15 a.m.
Let’s band together as God’s people 

and have a day of prayer for the 
coronavirus, the upcoming elections, 
the riots and unrest, and for Revival 

in the United States.
2 Chronicles 7:14

Finance. After UNC, he returned to Macon 
County where he began a long and sustained 
commitment to public service --  two terms 
as President of  Iotla School PTO, three 
terms as President of  Franklin Little League 
Baseball Board, Macon County Youth Soccer 
Organization board, Volunteer soccer and 
baseball coach and referee/umpire for over 
20 years. His wife Kathy is a long-time school 
counselor and like his children did, his grand-
children attend Macon County Schools.

Matt Mason hopes to bring a fresh per-
spective to the school system. 

“I am running for Macon County 
School Board to bring a fresh perspective to 
the issues facing the Macon County School 
system. Running for the School Board has 
been a part of  my long-range plan for several 
years. Currently, I have two children, a niece 
and two nephews enrolled in our school sys-
tem ranging from tenth grade down to first 
grade. I feel that it is imperative to work dili-
gently for the children of  Macon County and 
it is also important for me to begin ‘giving 
back to our community.’

Mason and his wife Robin and have 
been married for 21 years and have two chil-
dren who are 15 and 13 years old. Mason is 
a native of  Macon County, graduated from 
FHS in 1995 and Clemson University with 
Bachelor of  Landscape Architecture degree 

in 2000.
After moving back home to Franklin, 

Mason worked as the Sedimentation and 
Erosion Control Officer for the county 
and was later promoted to Macon County 
Planner. In 2014 left county employment 
to work as a design and sales manager for 
Tate Landscaping Services, Inc.  He is also 
a former fire chief  at Clarks Chapel Fire 
Department. Currently, he is the president 
of  Macon County Boys Basketball and a 
board member for Franklin Little League 
Softball as well as an elected board mem-
ber for Macon County’s Soil and Water 
Conservation District

Like Mason, Emily Ritter hopes to 
bring a new voice to the board if  elected. 

“I am running for office to give young 
people a voice in Macon County,” said Rit-
ter. “As a proud graduate of  Macon Coun-
ty Schools, I understand the challenges 
facing students as education is changing to 
adapt to incorporate more technology and 
prepare students for a modern workforce. 
I want to be an advocate for giving Macon 
County students the tools to be the best 
that they can be. “ 

Ritter is a graduate of  Macon Early 
College, Southwestern Community Col-
lege and Western Carolina University with 

...ELECTION continued from page 1
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F A L L F A L L 
S A L ES A L E

45% to 55% off
25% off  all cleaning and repairs
The name that you have trusted for the last 35 years.

�SUMMER HOUSE 
Bed & Bath 

Peacock Alley .............. Bedding 
Dash & Albert. ................ Rugs 
Downtown . ................ Bedding 
Pine Cone Hill ............. Bedding 
Kassatex . ................... Towels 
Antica Farmacista ...... Bath & Body 
Le Blanc . ............... Linen Wash 
Lollia .................. Bed & Bath 

White Glove Delivery Throughout The Southeast & Beyond 
2089 Dillard Road, Highlands I 2 miles from Main Street I 828-526-5577 I www.summerhousehighlands.com 

a degree in Public Health Science 
and Marketing, and is currently 
a Master’s student at the Univer-
sity of  North Carolina at Chapel 
Hill earning her degree in Public 
Health Science with a concentra-
tion in Health Policy. A Franklin 
resident since 2000, she has par-
ticipated in several charities in the 
community including Relay for 
Life, REACH, Rotary, and Angel 
Medical Center Auxiliary, totaling 
over 3,000 hours of  local volun-
teer work. 

She has worked in the health-
care industry since graduating 
with her Bachelors, but currently 
works for the Macon County 
Health Department as Commu-
nity Health Promotions Supervi-
sor/Public Information Officer. 
Ritter also served on the 2020 
Think Tank for the American 
Journal of  Public Health, where 
she writes original research and 
editorial, as well as works on on-
line engagement. 

s an elected official - how 
would you improve educational 
opportunities for Macon County?

Breedlove: “If  elected, I 
pledge to work to provide contin-
ued resources and support to help 
further the educational opportuni-
ties for our students and to work 
with the Macon County Commis-
sioners to improve and upgrade 
facilities. Short- and long-range 
plans will have to be done when it 
is financially feasible and respon-
sible. Along with continuing to try 
to fully reinstate enrichment op-
portunities like art and music, I feel 
it is important to expand our early 
interventions programs. Our out-
standing pre-kindergarten program 
has demonstrated great readiness 
and success for our youngest stu-
dents.”

Mason: “My goal is to assist 
educators in removing barriers to 
enable them to be strong leaders 
as they face current and future aca-
demic challenges.

Ritter: “I want to see Macon 
County Schools embrace technol-
ogy and to emphasize the need to 
modernize our school system. We 
need solutions that work for all 
students, and I think that requires 

a new and different perspective 
-- Specifically, from someone 
who has gone through the system 
more recently.” 

What is your stance on Ma-
con County’s current policies for 
returning to in-person instruction 
during COVID19?

Breedlove: “The school clo-
sures and re-openings are a re-
sult from having to adhere to the 
executive orders of  the North 
Carolina Governor. My goal has 
and always will be to return our 
students to in-person instruction 
as soon as possible, while keeping 
in mind the safety of  the students 
as the overriding concern. If  re-
elected, I will continue to push 
hard for the option for students 
to have as much in-person in-
struction as possible.

Mason: “While I understand 
that Macon County Schools must 
follow state mandates, I strongly 
believe that every K-12 student 
should return to in-person in-
struction 5 days per week imme-
diately. I also feel that students are 

...ELECTION continued from page 8

• See ELECTION page 10
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...ELECTION continued from page 9

Today's Real Estate Market is 

a-MAZE-in
TERESASEAY 

BROKER ASSOC IA TE 

(828) 421-1514
www.TeresaSeay.com 

488 Main Street Highlands, 
NC 28741 

Lil ASSOCJATIONa{ e m ""'0"' RSPS 
.. �:::.. � 

®. . 
BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY 

HomeServices 

Meadows Mountain Realty 

being significantly impacted in a negative 
way by the current interpretations of  the 
protocol for classroom quarantines. My 
goal is to create a discussion with the lead-
ers of  the Macon County Public Heath 
Department so we can limit the number 
of  students within quarantine protocols. 

By doing this we would allow a significant 
number of  students to return or never miss 
in-person instruction.

Ritter: “Given my position, I do not feel 
it is appropriate to comment on this at this 
time.”

What do you see as being the biggest issue facing 

Macon County Schools?
Breedlove: “I believe the two biggest is-

sues facing our schools are (1) the projected 
and probable funding cuts and shortfall of  
revenues on both the state level and local 
level due to the economic impact of  Cov-
id-19 and (2) the ongoing educational, social 
and mental health issues that have inevitably 
arose and will continue to impact students 
in Macon County Schools during this sus-
tained pandemic crisis.

Mason: “Currently the biggest issue 
facing Macon County Schools would be 
navigating through the Covid-19 pandemic. 
Beyond that, I feel that the biggest issue fac-
ing Macon County Schools is a lack of  long-
range planning for current and future needs. 
Our duty should be to create a planning 
process that develops a needs assessment 
which outlines current and future infra-
structure needs. The product of  this process 
would be a 5-year Capital Outlay Plan that 
would include stronger internet infrastruc-
ture throughout Macon County while also 
creating a plan of  attack for school renova-
tion projects and/or the construction of  
new school campuses.”

Ritter: “Macon County Schools need to 
embrace and prepare for the future. If  any-
thing, this COVID-19 pandemic has taught 
us that the future of  education, careers, and 
even business is online. We need someone 
who will be dedicated to preparing young 
people to enter a new and modern world, 
and for students to have the tools to navi-

gate that world.”
Anything else you would like for your 

voters to know.
Breedlove: “My fervent wish is that 

I will be able to continue to serve on the 
school board in what I believe is a contin-
ued calling, to help the students of  Macon 
County Schools. My pledge to the citizens 
of  Macon County is to vigorously pursue 
the absolute best for the students of  Ma-
con County Schools as they so richly de-
serve, ever keeping in mind that they are 
America’s future.”

Mason: “Over the next few years, I 
plan to create a positive working relation-
ship between the Macon County School 
Board members and other elected leaders 
within Macon County. It is time for our 
generation to be actively involved within 
our communities because our children are 
our greatest assets for the future of  Macon 
County.”

Ritter: “I love Macon County and 
have been blessed to call this place home 
for much of  my life, and I see this as an 
opportunity to give back to my commu-
nity, but to also show students that Macon 
County Schools students are capable of  
truly great accomplishments. I had to fight 
to be heard and understood for much of  
my education; I want students, like myself, 
to have someone who has their back and 
will go to bat for them. I believe in making 
the right choice, not the easiest.”
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• See EVENTS page 13
Highlands Aerial ParkHighlands Aerial Park  

Open DailyOpen Daily
with increased Covid19 protocol for staff & guests.

Guided UTV Tours of our park’s 95 acres adjoining 100,000 acres of NFS. 
Tour features: 

Forest and meadows, waterfalls and long range views, flora, fauna, 
and climate influences, and a 400-year history of our area. 

NEW THIS YEAR: 

G o  t o  H i g h l a n d s a e r i a l p a r k . c o m 
for details and to book your 

reservation for:
• Zipline Canopy Tours

• Family Challenge Course
• Giant Swing

• Dual 40’ Tree Climb
• Complimentary Nature Trails

(828) 382-8884 
9625 Dillard Rd • Scaly Mountain, NC

HFR Rescue Captain Eric Pierson 
said after making visual and verbal contact 
with the climbers, it was confirmed they 
were not in danger. However, making that 
confirmation took some effort.

Rescue crews from HFR, Glenville/
Cashiers Rescue Squad, and Jackson Coun-
ty Sherriff ’s Office headed up the moun-
tain to determine the climbers’ status.

After locating the climber’s ropes 
and anchors, GCRS Rope Team member 
Matt Chrestman rappelled down the sheer 
cliff  face to try and make contact with the 
climbers, who could be anywhere between 
the top of  the ridge and 800 feet down to 
the bottom of  the cliff.

Crews used a drone to make visual 
contact with the climbers along the vast 
swath of  sheer-vertical rock that makes up 
the east face, and then made verbal contact 
to confirm their safety.

“We used a drone to get a visual on 

the situation and figure out if  they were in 
distress or not,” said Pierson. “Once they 
ascended a bit up the rope and we estab-
lished verbal contact they informed us they 
were ok.”

GCRS Captain Chip Sherrill said crews 
were short on manpower yesterday evening 
because of  three emergency calls at once.

“We had three calls within five minutes 
so we were spread pretty thin in terms of  
manpower,” said Sherrill. “But Matt went 
down and they told us they were good to go 
and no one got hurt, so it went well.”

The two other calls included a couple 
of  hikers who needed help hiking in Pan-
thertown Valley due to exhaustion and a 
report of  a woman getting separated from 
her group along the Chattooga River Trail. 
Sherill said all hikers were successfully lo-
cated by rescue crews and there were no re-
ported injuries as of  Tuesday evening.

...RESCUE continued from page 1

Mountain Findings Thrift Store
Storewide Half Price Sale! 

Oct. 23 & 24 AND Oct. 30 & 31
Open 10a to 4p • Cash or Check only
Masks required.• 432 Spruce Street • Highlands
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338 Main St.
526-4777

S. 4th street 
526-4473

Big Big 
FALL FALL 
Sale!Sale!

BAGS on 
MAIN

Next to The Toy Store
Main St. • 828-526-9415

Leaf Looking & Shopping Through Highlands!

(828)421-3546
361 Main St • Highlands

(Next to Annaware)

FEATURING: 
Perfect Gifts for 

Groomsmen, Dads, 
Moms, Grandparents 

and Hostesses 
366 MAIN STREET I HIGHLANDS NC I 828-482-1414 366MAINSTREET.COM 364 Main Street  • Highlands  • 828-526-9415

– Established 1993 –

 

For Men & Women

Family Game Night Headquarters!

Over 54 board 

games for ages 

4 to 84!
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A Highlands tradition since 1940
Our 79th season on Main Street

Monday-Saturday
828-526-3160

Come Find the 
Perfect Fall 
Sweater!

Leaf Looking & Shopping Through Highlands!

Estate Jewelers 
of Highlands 

828-526-1960
ejofhighlands@gmail.com
360 Main St, Highlands

We Buy Gold, 
Silver, and 

Estate Jewelry 

All the sumptuous stylish brands you love!
the boutique

326 Main St.
828-482-4375

Order online at www.
facebook.com/LuluBleuNC

Old Favorites 
&

New Arrivals!

Masks by

355 Main Street  
(in The Galax Theatre)

526-4660

Come Dress 
for Fall!

• Free People • 
THML • Michael 
Stars •Z Supply

	 Jeans by:
	 • Joes
	 •AG 
	 • Citizens  
	 • Hudson
	   • Mother
	   Shoes by:
• 	   •Matisse 

    • Diba
Visit our Upstairs 

Shoe Boutique

(828) 526-8390 
207 N 4th St, Highland

Shop 
The Molly Grace! 

Fall clothes have arrived.
Fall & Holiday Candles, 

too! 

Open Monday-Saturday

The Dry Sink Main St. Highlands
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Chestnut Hill, 
a residential retirement community on a quiet 
mountain top in Highlands, NC, has spacious 
Independent and Assisted Living Apartments.

It is a full-service, Medicaid Certified community. 

For further information call Linda Tiffany at 
828-526-5251 or 904-514-4896
www.chestnuthillofhighlands.com

 Fabulous Fall Finds for
Home & Body

“We don’t have bears strolling down 
Main Street tipping over garbage cans any-
more,” said the mayor. 

Commissioner Patterson said the or-
dinance has to be on the books so people 
know it’s illegal. 

“We don’t want bears around threaten-
ing people’s animals, their house or them 
when they try to get into their cars,” she 
said. “Without this ordinance on the books 
saying it’s illegal to feed them, there is no en-
forcement or anything to complain about.”

Commissioner John Dotson asked if  
the ordinance was enforceable. 

Like most police ordinances, infrac-
tions will be complaint-driven and it will 
be the responsibility of  the Highlands Po-
lice Department or NC Wildlife officers to 
enforce the ordinance within the corporate 
boundaries of  the Town of  Highlands. The 
penalty is $250.

Commissioner Patterson said the key 
word in the ordinance is “intentional.”

“Access to food is different than inten-
tionally feeding the bears. Everyone needs 
to limit access regarding birdfeeders and 
grills, but that’s different than intentionally 
feeding the bears,” she said.

The ordinance reads:
a) Intentional feeding of  bears is pro-

hibited within the town of  Highlands.
b) Leaving food, garbage or any other 

substance in any manner that attracts or al-
lows bears access is prohibited in the Town 
of  Highlands.

Sec. 3-5. - Violations.
Violations of  this subsection shall be 

punishable by a civil penalty of  two-hun-
dred and fifty dollars ($250).

Sec. 3-6. - Enforcement.
Officers of  the Highlands Police De-

partment and/or North Carolina Wildlife 
Officers are responsible for enforcing this 
ordinance within the corporate boundaries 
of  the Town of  Highlands.

Commissioners unanimously agreed 
to adopt the ordinance as presented.

Bear resistant containers
Also, last week commissioners lifted 

the moratorium requiring residents to get 
a bear-resistant toter garbage can with lift 
a bar.

When bear-resistant toters were back-
ordered in area hardware stores, commis-
sioners agreed to sideline the requirement 
until stocks were replenished.

They have been replenished, so now 
they are required.

According to Public Works Director 
Lamar Nix, 70% to 80% of  residents have 
complied with the order, but nearly 200 
haven’t people haven’t.

He said the toters are heavy which is 

...BEARS continued from page 1

• See BEARS page 19
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This beautiful Highlands home is sited on Lake Ravenel within prestigious Cullasaja 
Club. A picture of good taste and style, it has a gazebo and private dock, and is 
surrounded by the most enchanting scenery of gardens, trails, and babbling water 
features. The home has captivating views and was designed for entertaining. A 
two-story living room has a loor-to-ceiling stone ireplace, a built-in bookcase, 

and a wall of glass that opens to a covered deck. The kitchen adjoins the dining 
area and boasts rich cabinetry, granite countertops, and stainless-steel appliances. 
An intimate master suite has a stunning bath plus a deck with hot tub. Five guest 
bedrooms make hosting easy. A large wraparound deck, complete with stone ire-

place, overlooks the garden, water features, and gazebo. With 350’ of lake front-
age on Lake Ravenel, this private retreat has many options for enjoyment.

JUDY MICHAUD & MITZI RAUERS
Judy: (828) 371-0730  |  Mitzi: (404) 218-9123 
MeadowsMountainRealty.com

488 Main Street, Highlands, NC

MLS# 93237  |  $2,757,000  |  6 BEDROOMS  |  6.5 BATHS

Lakefront Cullasaja Club HomeLakefront Cullasaja Club Home
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COUNTRY CLUB PROPERTIES
Wright Sq. 828-526-2520 | www.ccphighlandsnc.com | ccp4info@frontier.com

Main Street Mtn. Fresh

Wonderful flat lot and walk to town 
with this 3 bedroom, 2 bath home 
with a 2 car garage, wood floors, 
heated tile master bath, generator. 
Lush rhododendron in back and 
sides for privacy. Oil Furnace with 
wood stove backup to keep you 
warm. Offered at $699,000. mls 
#94369

5 Bedroom 5 bath home located at 
Highlands Country Club. Usable lot 
with lovely landscaping. Seller has 
golf membership. 45 KW Genera-
tor. Sophisticated irrigation system 
which allows full property irrigation 
and a 19 station window and deck 
flower box irrigation drip system. 
Do not miss seeing this one! Offered 
at $1,495,000. mls #88512

2 Bedroom 1 Bath 1930’s log cabin 
sits on 3.84+/- acres with great 
mountain views and ponds below. 
Adjoining properties are also for sale 
for a total of 35+ acres. Offered at 
$239,000. mls #88529

This home is a must see sitting 
on over 3 acres of land with great 
panoramic views to the west. This all 
glass contemporary home is a one 
owner well built with 3 fireplaces,2 
levels of decks ,walls of glass to see 
the views and lots of land for privacy 
or development. this home is conve-
nient to the hospital, country clubs, 
highlands and cashiers. Offered at 
$765,000. mls #87715

2 BR 2BA Charming Highlands cabin 
features a view of Lake Sequoyah 
with boat access. Large covered 
porch. Very low maintenance. Some 
updates and ready for your personal 
touch. Fully furnished. Offered at 
$350,000. mls #93186

Blue Valley Falls Pointe offering great 
layered mountain views. On a large 
3.57 acre lot, soaring great room 
with wall of windows and long range 
layered mountain views. Two master 
suites. A large den, wet bar and 
fireplace complete the lower level. 
Four additional rooms and a reading 
loft provide extra space and privacy 
on the upper level. Open decks on 
two levels, two screened porches, a 
double car garage and yard space. 
$895,000. mls #89825

Ready to move in with this 3 bed-
room 2 bath on a gentle lot with a 
view of Satulah Mountain. This house 
has been totally renovated with 
quality craftsmanship and materials. 
Custom kitchen with new appliances, 
cathedral ceilings in the greatroom 
with stone fireplace, Wonderful 
Carolina room with fireplace. A great 
home with city water and a great set-
ting. Offered at $799,000. mls #94042 

Fabulous 6 bedroom 6-1/2 bath log 
cabin on historic Satulah Mountain. 
3 large stone fireplaces including 
one in the master bedroom. This 
log home is a rare find in the town 
of Highlands on 2 acres of land. Old 
heart pine, wormy chestnut and 
charm throughout from the gourmet 
kitchen to the large great room with 
dinning area and adjoining sun room 
that all open out to the deck with a 
fabulous view to the west for those 
wonderful sunsets. The owners have 
added a large 2 car garage. Offered 
at $2,900,000. mls #94319

This 3 bedroom 4 1/2 bath is con-
venient to the clubhouse. The lower 
level has a living/playroom, and two 
huge bedrooms. Wood floors in the 
main areas carpeted bedrooms and 
great storage spaces. The master 
suite on main. Double porches are 
screened and pleasant in rain or sun. 
Great view from almost every room. 
2 car garage for easy access. Offered 
at $775,000. mls #93456

This beautiful, quiet parcel is 36-
39+/- unrestricted acres backed by 
USFS. All of it above 4,000 ft. Comes 
complete w/3 bedroom, 3 bath. Liv-
ing area/great room/loft layout with 
lots of glass. Parcel begins on left a 
good ways before pond (see survey 
tape) and runs toward end of Short-
off Road. Old road bed on property 
provides walking access through land 
up Shortoff Mountain to USFS lands. 
Offered at $1,700,000. mls #93768

Located in the Mirror Lake area, this 
3 bedroom 2 bath features a bright 
open plan with bamboo floors. the 
great room has cathedral ceilings, and 
opens onto a huge covered entertain-
ment porch. Master on main with a 
deck and views. Guest suite in the 
lower level with sitting room and 
kitchen, laundry room and storage. 
Parking and a carport. Offered at 
$650,000. mls #93727

Walkingstick Road. Looking for a 
small cabin with great view, this 
cabin lives large with 3 bedrooms 
and 3 baths, and is pleasant with a 
porch and a wall of glass in the living 
room to enjoy the view of Sagee and 
Blackrock mountains. This house is 
in good condition and is at a price 
that won’t break the bank. Offered 
at $339,900. mls #93206

This 3 bedroom, 2 bath plus a guest 
apartment over the garage is a great 
vacation size or can be expanded 
with a current owners plans for a full 
makeover to over 5,500 square feet 
of living area. This wonderful home 
is located on popular Big Bear Pen 
Mountain and has one of the most 
spectacular views in this area Bar 
None! Offered at $798,000. mls 
#93319

Lovely Old Orchard estate Over 9 
acres with a spectacular mountain 
views, this house is move in condition, 
with 5 bedrooms, 4 1/2 baths. Fully 
renovated kitchen with dining area 
and cathedral living room with fire-
place. Immaculate grounds and guest 
house is available listed separately. 
Do not miss this one if you want 
privacy and usable yard. Offered at 
$1,875,000. mls #94043

Beginning with the immaculate 
home, you will find granite counters 
and custom cabinets in the kitchen, 
updated tiled bathrooms, large 
sunroom, hot tub room with tub 
included, double garage, lots and 
lots of special touches throughout. 
A lush green lawn and landscaping 
with creeks, fences, fire pits and so 
much more, a 30X36 Morton barn 
complete with workshop. Offered 
at $679,500 MLS # 93385
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•Investing at 4,118 ft.• 

“Highlands is calling and I must go.”

Tucker & Jeannie Chambers
828-526-3717

www.highlandsiscalling.com
401 N 5th St., Highlands

Chambers Realty & Vacation Rentals

$435,000  • MLS# 92816 
4 BR/3 bath within one mile of 

Main Street. Split level, nice yard, 
bordered by a stream. 

$579,900  
MLS #94359

2BR/2 bath home 
with 1/1 studio. 2.32 
acres, 4 fireplaces. 

Good bones! 

$675,000 • MLS #94726 
3/2 mountain cabin on Bowery 
Road. Flat lot with a workshop. 

By appointment. 

$375,000 • MLS# 94729 
3/2 priced to sell! Family home or 

vacation rental.

$225,000 
NEW listing! 3 BR/2 
bath. Highlands side of 
Franklin. Small stream, 
mountain view. 

Jeannie Chambers
Chambers Realty & 

Vacation Rentals
828-526-3717

Real Estate and Election Year

According to a Forbes.com 
article (Feb.2020) Presi-
dential races breed un-

certainty in the housing market, 
and quoted Chicago broker, Matt 
Laricy “Whenever people get 
nervous, they don’t make rational 
decisions. They make emotional 
decisions.” 

Buying and selling real estate 
can be an emotional decision no 
matter if  it is done during an elec-
tion year or not. The real estate 
statistics for 2020 will be one for 
the history books. Nationwide has 
seen a boom this year. Accord-
ing to a Redfin.com, August 2020 
survey, 22% of  home buyers and 
sellers said the upcoming election 
impacted their decision to buy or 
sell real estate. That figure was 
down from a similar survey (No-
vember 2019) where 32% said the 
same. Redfin cited the Pandemic a 
likely cause for the drop. The Red-

fin site said, “While this year’s elec-
tion results may be up in the air for 
a few weeks, the delay could cause 
people to hold off  awhile, the im-
pact would likely be short-lived.” 
Redfin is a Seattle, WA based real 
estate firm that operates in mar-
kets all over the nation, including 
Atlanta. 

According to a report One 
House, Two House, Red House, 
Blue House by research and anal-
ysis company, BTIG, data from 
1963 – 2019, non-presidential 
years showed a -9.8% decrease in 
home sales in November com-
pared to October in Presidential 
years drops to -15% occurred. The 
drop is temporary. (side note from 
moi - I think we can all agree, be-
tween 1963-2019 there have been 
many, many non-Presidential years. 
I’m pretty sure they meant presi-
dential/non-presidential election 
years.) BTIG also was quoted, “A 

change in administration might 
benefit trailing blue county hous-
ing dynamics. The re-election of  
President Donald Trump could 
continue to propel red county out-
performers.” 

Another research group, My-
ers Research and Zonda goes fur-
ther to state, not only is the drop 
temporary, but history also sug-

gests the year after a presidential 
election is the best of  the previous 
four years. Well, that’s something 
to look forward to, right? 

According to Realtor.com, 
15.9 million people have moved 
during the Pandemic. People are 
moving to more rural areas, and 
more and more working people, 
are conducting their business 
from their homes. We have seen 
this trend coming for quite some 
time, but the impetus of  the Pan-
demic has proved to be the Black 
Friday of  the real estate and va-
cation rental market. We haven’t 
seen pushing and shoving yet, but 
there have been times when local 
Realtors have witnessed a panic 
buyer…or two. 

I’ve been selling real estate 
during eight presidential elections, 
and every year but this year, I 
have heard buyers and even rent-
ers (considering the next year) tell 

me they are “waiting on the elec-
tion results before making any 
decisions.” I never understood 
their reasoning past the general 
possibility of  policy changes, in-
terest rate fluctuation, etc. This 
year, it will be interesting to see 
if  November has the usual ‘presi-
dential year drop’ in sales and/or 
a surge in December or January, 
or if  business will go on as usual. 
In our area, most business sub-
side over the winter months, and 
real estate is no exception. While 
winter usually isn’t considered the 
highest in sales volume, I’ve al-
ways said the serious buyers shop 
in the winter. 

2020 has been good for 
Highlands and the surrounding 
mountain towns for essential 
businesses like real estate, vaca-
tion rentals, grocery stores, at-
torneys, and others. The year has 
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•Spiritually Speaking • Proverbs 3:5 • Places to Worship •
BLUE VALLEY BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Oliver Rice, Pastor (706) 782-3965

Sundays: School:10 a.m., Worship:11 
Sunday night services every 2nd & 4th Sunday at 7 

Wednesdays: Mid-week prayer meeting:7 p.m.
BUCK CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH

828-269-3546 • Rev. Jamie Passmore, Pastor
Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11 

CASHIERS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Rev. Wes Sharpe, Pastor 828-743-5298
Sundays: School at 9:30 Worship 10:30

Wednesday night Dinner and Service 5:30 
CHAPEL OF THE SKY

Sky Valley, GA • 706-746-2999 
Sundays: 10 a.m.:Worship 

Holy Communion 1st & 3rd Sundays 
CHRIST ANGLICAN CHURCH 

Rector: Jim Murphy, 252-671-4011 
464 US Hwy 64 east, Cashiers 

9:30a Early Service; 11a Worship Service; 
CHRIST CHURCH OF THE VALLEY, CASHIERS

Pastor Brent Metcalf • 743-5470
Sun.10:45am, S.S 9:30am. Wed. 6pm supper and teaching.

Tues. Guys study 8am, Gals 10am.
CLEAR CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH

Pastor Jim Kinard
Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11a.m. 
1st & 3rd Sunday night Service: 7.p.m.

Wednesdays –Supper at 6 p.m. 
COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH
www.cbchighlands.com • 526-4685
3645 Cashiers Rd, Highlands, NC 

Sr. Pastor Gary Hewins  
Sun.: 9:30am: Sunday School10:30am: Middle & High School; 

10:45am: Child. Program,10: 45am: Worship
Wed.: 5pm Dinner ($7 adult, $2 child), 6pm CBC U.

COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH OF SKY VALLEY
706.746.3144• 696 Sky Valley Way #447, 

Pastor Gary Hewins
Worship: Sun. 9 a.m., with Holy Communion the 1st & 3rd 
Sun.; Tues: Community Supper 5:30 followed by Bible Study. 
EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF THE INCARNATION

Rev. W. Bentley Manning • 526-2968
Sunday Services Live-Stream at 10:30 a.m.,

Morning Prayer Weekdays on Facebook live at 8:30 a.m.
Holy Eucharist at noon in the garden on Mondays and 

Wednesdays
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH HIGHLANDS

828-526-4153 • www.fbchighlands.org
Dr. Mark Ford, Pastor• 220 Main Street, Highlands 
Sun.:Worship 10:45 am; Sun.: Bible Study 9:30 am

Wed.: Men’s Bible Study 8:30 am; Choir 5p; Prayer Mtg 6:15p 
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Curtis Fussell & Emily Wilmarth, pastors 

7
526-3175 • fpchighlands.org

Sun.: Worship 8:30a Adult Ed.: 9:30a.m.; Worship 11 a.m.
Mondays: Men’s Prayer Group & Breakfast 8 a.m. 

Wed: Choir:6p
GOLDMINE BAPTIST CHURCH

(Off Franklin/Highlands Rd) 
Sunday School:10 am, Worship Service:11 am

GRACE COMMUNITY CHURCH OF CASHIERS
Non-Denominational-Contemporary Worship

242 Hwy 107N, 1/4 miles from Crossroads in Cashiers

www.gracecashiers.com • Pastor Steve Doerter: 743-9814
Services: Sundays 10am - Wed. - 7pm; Dinner - Wed. 6pm 

HAMBURG BAPTIST CHURCH
Hwy 107N. • Glenville, NC • 743-2729 • Nathan Johnson
Sunday: School 9:45a, Worship 11a & 7p, Bible Study 6p

Wed. Kidsquest 6p.; Worship 7p.
HIGHLANDS ASSEMBLY OF GOD

Randy Reed, Pastor 828-421-9172 • 165 S. Sixth Street  
Sundays: Worship:11 

HIGHLANDS CENTRAL BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Dan Robinson

670 N. 4th Street (next to the Highlands Civic Center)
Sun.: Morning Worship 10:45a., Evening Worship, 6p. 

Wednesday: Prayer Service, 6:30 p.
HIGHLANDS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

Pastor Randy Lucas 526-3376
Outdoor Worship Services 8:30 & 11

Please see our website - highlandsmethodist.org and 
our Facebook page for more information

HOLY FAMILY LUTHERAN CHURCH: ELCA
2152 Dillard Road • 526-9741
Worship/Communion:10:30 

All are welcome.
We wear masks and social distance.

MACEDONIA BAPTIST CHURCH
8 miles south of Highlands on N.C. 28 S in Satolah

Pastor Zane Talley
Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11, Choir:6 p.m.

Wed: Bible Study and Youth Mtg.:7 p.m.
MOUNTAIN SYNAGOGUE

at St. Cyprian’s Episcopal Church, Franklin • 828-524-9463
MOUNTAIN BIBLE CHURCH 

743-2583 • Independent Bible Church 
Sun:10:30 a.m. at Big Ridge Baptist Church,  

4224 Big Ridge Road (4.5 miles from NC 107) 
Weds: Bible Study 6:30 p.m.; Youth Group 6 p.m. 

OUR LADY OF THE MOUNTAINS  
CATHOLIC CHURCH

Rev. Fr. Jason K. Barone – 526-2418
Mass: Thurs. 12:10; Fri. 9am; Sun: 11 a.m.

SCALY MOUNTAIN BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Marty Kilby

Sundays: School –10 a.m.; Worship –11 a.m. & 7 
Wednesdays: Prayer Mtg.:7 p.m.

SCALY MOUNTAIN CHURCH OF GOD
290 Buck Knob Road; Pastor Donald G. Bates • 526-3212
Sun.: School:10 a.m.; Worship:10:45 a.m.; Worship: 6 p.m.

SHORTOFF BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Rev. Andy Cloer 

Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11 a.m. 
Wednesdays: Prayer & Bible Study:6 p.m. 
ST. JUDE’S CATHOLIC CHURCH
Mass: Thurs. 9am, Fri., 11am; Sun. 9am 

THE CHURCH OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD
1448 Highway 107 S., Office: 743-2359 • Rev. Rob Wood
June-Sept: Sunday Services: Rite I, 8a, Rite II, 9:15 & 11a

Nursery available for Rite II services
Sept 6-Oct 25-Informal Evening Eucharist-5:30 p.m. 

Thursday: Noon Healing Service with Eucharist.
UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST FELLOWSHIP 

85 Sierra Drive, Franklin • uufranklin.org  
Sunday Worship - 11 a.m. 

WHITESIDE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Rev. Sam Forrester/Cashiers

Sunday School:10 am, Worship Service:11 am

John 3:16

Rev. Bentley Manning
Episcopal Church of the Incarnation

Not very long ago, just after graduating from college, 
I packed up my bags and headed to a small village 
in the middle of  the Dominican Republic. It was the 

adventure of  a lifetime. I was sent as a missionary through the 
church and was given a year to live and work in a beautiful part 
of  creation.

The village was located atop one of  the largest mountains 
in the country - a place that, at times, required heavy jackets 
and knitted hats to keep warm. The dirt roads were busy with 
small motorcycles buzzing and bumping along the uneven ter-
rain. Colorful homes painted in various shades of  red, yellow, 
green and blue were topped with tired tin roofs out of  which 
leaked the rhythmic sounds of  salsa and bachata from family 
stereos. Most of  the homes had cement floors though a few 
families were left with only dirt under their feet.

One of  my responsibilities during that year was to host 
church groups from the United States who were eager to help 
the community for a few short days of  their summer. An 
Episcopal school was under construction in the village and 
we always welcomed hands willing to mix cement or transport 
wheelbarrows full of  concrete blocks.

I’m not sure if  it was after the second or third day (I think 
it was the second) but inevitably our visitors would begin to 
walk away from the cement mixers and shovels into the com-
munity and streets surrounding us. It was in these moments 
when everything seemed to change. The mess of  mortar and 
the exhaustion born from physical labor seemed insignificant 
held next to the complications and complexities of  human 
lives.

One of  the most common reflections visitors offered af-
ter this second day was something about how surprising it was 
that, despite the lack of  resources, many people still exhibited 
a good deal of  joy and hopefulness.

Usually I simply listened to the experiences of  the group, 
but once and a while I found it necessary to point out that 
many in the village also experienced deep feelings of  despera-
tion and pain from the stresses and powerlessness of  their par-
ticular situation.

What many of  these wide-eyed visitors came to realize - 
if  even just a bit - was how much their own lives depended on 
material possessions. The certitudes of  what was required for a 
life of  joy, wellbeing, and purpose collapsed. And yet this loss, 
paradoxically, opened their hearts up - a bit more - to the pos-
sibility of  a life made complete by a greater and larger reality.

Our lives are much more fragile than most of  us would 
like to admit. Things have a tendency to collapse, not just once, 
but over and over again. Very little in our world is permanent 
or secure: the foreclosure of  a home, the death of  a child, the 
loss of  a loved-one, being let go from a job, the fracturing of  
a marriage, failing health, a global pandemic, etc. all point to a 
world which is anything but stable.

And in the middle of  all of  it, in the middle of  change 
•See SPIRITUALLY page 19

Reflect 
on what 

you ‘need’
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Highlands Police entries from Sept. 16. Only the 
names of persons arrested, issued a Class-3 misde-
meanor or public officials have been used. 

Sept. 16
• At 4 a.m., officers received a report of someone tres-

passing at a residence on Satulah Ridge Road.
Oct. 4
• At 4:08 p.m., officers responded to a one-vehicle acci-

dent on US 64 east and Memorial Park Drive.
Oct. 9
• At 1:15 p.m., officers responded to a one-vehicle acci-

dent on US 64 east and Crowe Drive.
Oct. 11
• At 7:47 a.m., officers received a report of damage to real 

property where someone tore up the shoulder of a road when 
getting a tractor trailer unstuck on Hirams Cove Road.

• At 3:30 p.m., officers received a report of the theft of 
a motor vehicle from the on the verandah parking lot. It was 
returned.

Oct. 12
• At 9:15 a.m., officers responded to a one-vehicle acci-

dent on US 64 west at N. Cobb Road.
• At 1 p.m., officers responded to a two-vehicle accident 

at Highlands Plaza and NC 106.
• At 5:30 p.m., officers received a report of people receiv-

ing threats at a residence on Hickory Street.
Oct. 13
• At 1:45 p.m., officers responded to a two-vehicle hit and 

run accident at Helens Barn Ave and S. 2nd Street.
• At 9 p.m., officers responded to a two-vehicle accident 

on US 64 east and Cottage lane. 
The Highlands Fire & Rescue log from Oct. 13
Oct. 13
• At 4:25 p.m., the dept. was first-responders to a residence 

on Morewood Circle.
• At 8:02 p.m., the dept. was called to help search for a per-

son at Whiteside. The hiker didn’t have a flashlight but was found.
• At 8:59 p.m. the dept. responded to a motor vehicle ac-

cident on US 64 east.
• At 8:59 p.m., the dept. was first-responders to a residence 

on Oak Road.
Oct. 14
• At 1:01 p.m., the dept. responded to a Co2 alarm at a 

residence on Cherry Tree Lane.
• At 2:37 p.m., the dept. was first-responders to a location 

on Main Street.
• At 10:40 p.m., the dept. was first-responders to a resi-

dence on N. 1st. Street.
Oct. 15
• At 7:41 p.m., the dept. was first responders to Joe Pye 

Lane.
Oct. 16
• At 6:22 p.m., the dept. responded to a call of the smell of 

gas at a residence on Flat Mountain Estates.
• At 8:19 p.m. the dept. was called to help search for a per-

son on Buck Creek Road.
• At 8:52 p.m., the dept. was first-responders at a residence 

on Walhalla Road.
Oct. 17
• At 8:09 a.m., the dept. responded to a motor vehicle ac-

cident on Rich Gap Road.
• At 11:59 a.m., the dept. provided mutual aid to the Ca-

shiers FD on Friendship lane.
• At 5:51 p.m. the dept. was first-responders to a residence 

on US 64 west.

•Police & Fire Reports•

TIME TO SELL?
READY TO BUY?

LET’S CHAT!
“As a full time real estate professional,
I feel fortunate to live, work, and play 

in an area that is one of the most 
sought after destinations in the

southeast. The quality of life here is 
truly wonderful!”

MOUNTAIN PROPERTY IS IN DEMAND
DON’T MISS OUT

CALL ME TO LEARN MORE

MARY S. ABRANYI
RESIDENTIAL BROKER

(828) 226-9818 | mary@bhhsmmr.com
www.mountainhomesandlifestyles.com

also been bad for some businesses, and some have closed. 
The restaurants have been busier than ever, however for 
most of  the year, they have had to work harder at 50% oc-
cupancy than during normal times. The bottom line is we 
will get through this. The upcoming election will come and 
go, and history has proven the real estate market will con-
tinue even though there may be ups and downs. Whether 
we have Black Friday rushes, or slow, (but hopefully steady) 
lines in the real estate market aisles, we can handle it. 

...INVESTING from page 17

“HCA is an asset and it is constantly striving to im-
prove the hospital. I think they are trying to help us and at 
this point it isn’t even making money,” he said.

Commissioner Dotson said the municipality of  High-
lands is not in the business of  ensuring the profitability of  
any business of  any sort.

Commissioner Patterson said she consulted with a few 
lawyers who said they could see problems down the road 
regardless of  what we have in writing.

“If  HCA chooses to leave, the situation would be too 
hard to pin down,” she said.

Commissioner Calloway made a motion to deny the 
request; Commissioner Dotson seconded it. All but Hehn 
agreed to deny the request.

Mayor Taylor said the town will try to work with HCA 
to ensure the institution is viable.

“We will still look at ways to support healthcare in 
Highlands and Cashiers,” he said.

At September’s committee meeting with Commission-
ers Patterson and Dotson, Neal said even if  HCA’s request 
isn’t granted, they will figure out a way to hire more people 
so they can expand services at Highlands-Cashiers Hospital.

– Kim Lewicki

...DENIES continued from page 7

why the bar is important because the truck does the work.
He said another problem is the corrals people have 

built to house their toters. 
“If  we can’t roll them out, then they have to be picked 

up which defeats the purpose. So, they aren’t being picked 
up if  our workers can’t roll them out of  the corral,” he said.

He said notices have been put on the toters so home-
owners know what they need to do.

Commissioner Patterson suggested a $50 fine and no 
garbage pickup if  residents don’t comply.

– Kim Lewicki

...BEARS from page 14

...SPIRITUALLY from page 18
and uncertainty, Jesus says to each of  us: “not a hair of  your 
head will perish.” When all has fallen apart, when death has 
made its final stand, Jesus Christ, our morning star, continues 
to shine in the darkness - drawing each of  us into a reality 
larger and deeper than we could purchase or manufacture on 
our own.

In a few weeks we will begin, once again, a new church 
year. During the season of  Advent we are invited to think 
clearly and pray more deeply about the things in our lives that 
have fallen apart. And in the stillness of  this prayer, in the 
midst of  emptiness and loss we are called to make room for 
a reality and a life where true joy, wellbeing, and hope is to be 
found.
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209 N. 4th Street
(Corner of N. 4th and Oak streets 

upstairs across from Town Hall. 

Phone: 828-526-3241
Fax: 828-482-9019
Email: rachelbkelleyllc@gmail.com

Rachel B. Kelley, PMHNP-BCRachel B. Kelley, PMHNP-BC
ARNP ARNP --  Board CertifiedBoard Certified
Psychiatric • Mental HealthPsychiatric • Mental Health
Medication ManagementMedication Management
Positive WellnessPositive Wellness

Whiteside Cove  
Cottages

800-805-3558 • 828-526-2222

5 new log cabins 
nestled in the hemlocks 
on 25 acres at the base 

of Whiteside 
Mountain.

,:. 
VIVA WELLNESS 
526-1566

CBD � HEALS 
• 50 mg CBD 30 Pressed Tabs

• 50 mg CBD 30 Gel Caps
• I 00 mg CBD 30 Gel Caps

• CBD cream and balm
Also Available: 

Far Infrared Sauna Capsule 
Massage Spa Capsule 

5 Cotta e Row • U.S. 64 East 
Whole Body Vibration

• Interior & Exterior Painting
• Pressure Washing

• House Maintenance
• Drywall Repair

• Deck Repair
Quality Work • Fully Insured

Lupe Gonzales
avpintura@gmail.com

828-332-1539 or 678-873-2927

• Grading
• Excavating
• Driveways
• Build sites

• Hauling
• Septic Systems 

Edwin Wilson
Cell (828) 421-3643 

Office/fax (828) 526-4758
wilsongrading@yahoo.com 

Mendoza 
Tree Expert
Quality Tree Care 

& Removal •16+ years

828-200-9217
Fully Insured 

estimates@mendozatree.com
www.mendozatree.com

FIREWOOD FOR SALEFIREWOOD FOR SALE

We accept al l  credit cards

Bill Barber 
Homes

billbarber22@gmail.com
billbarberhomes.com

(828)
226-9696

We have a special knack for 
keeping your taxes on track

Brophy & Associates
Consulting, LLC

Robbin Brophy
Enrolled Agent
(828) 558-4300

• Tax return preparation for small 
 businesses and individuals
• QuickBooks training and 
 bookkeeping services
• IRS/State representation

367 Dellwood Rd., Bldg. E, Ste. 3
Waynesville, NC 28786

(828) 558-4300 office • (833) 234-4881 fax
brophytax.com

robbin@brophytax.com

Billingsley Billingsley 
Turf Management Turf Management 
and Landscaping and Landscaping 

For all of your For all of your 
turf and landscaping projects, turf and landscaping projects, 

Call 828-526-2258Call 828-526-2258

GARY GARREN
Cell: (828) 482-2370

gsgarren@gmail.com

 Downtown Office
114 N. 4th Street, Highlands, NC

Highlandssothebysrealty.com
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Let us aean Your Home! 

828-200-2437 �

��I!!EQ! � 
offers a proprietary low pressure soft wa!h system that !nfely cleans 

Cedar; Asphalt, Metal, Slate roofs , most exterior siding, exterior 
decks, interior decks, retaining walls, rock walkways, and driveways. 

GIVE US A CALL! 
We'll help bring your home back to life! 

Ryan M. Bears
Broker

Pat Allen, Broker in Charge

Cell: 803-271-5426
Office: 828-526-8784

Ryan@patallenrealtygroup.com

MORALESPAINTINGANDSERVICES@GMAIL.COM

706.982.9768
828-226.5347

INTERIOR/EXTERIOR PAINTING • LAWN MAINTENANCE
HOUSE MAINTENANCE • QUALITY WORK

FULLY INSURED

Highlands Automotive

2851 Cashiers Road • highlandsautomotive.com
828-787-2360

NC
Inspection

Station

Service
&

Repair

• Residential or  
Commercial 

• Over 40 Years  
Experience 

• Fast and Dependable
• FREE Estimates

• FREE Pick-up and 
Delivery

American American 
Upholstery Upholstery 

Same Phone Numbers:
(864) 638-9661 cell: (864) 710-9106

WE HAVE MOVED TO

Sample Books Available

105 Ashley Drive • Walhalla, SC 29691
(Same Owners: Morris & Rachel Bible)

HIGH PRESSURE WASHING IS OUT!
LOW PRESSURE SOFT WASH IS IN!

Hometown Cedar Roof Cleaning

828-342-5432

• Certified • Softwash process 
• Eradicate infestations

• Rehydrate shakes • Extend roof life
FREE ESTIMATE

Call or email for a FREE Eagleview 
report of your roof including pictures 

and measurements.

JUNK
WE HAUL IT AWAY

House / Garage / Yard
Call for free estimate

 828 - 421 - 5188

Chestnut Storage
• Secure 24-Hour Access

•Easy in - Easy out
• Great Rates - Great Terms

10890 Buck Creek Rd. 
\1/2 mile off  Cashiers Rd. near the hospital.

Storage Units Available

Call today to find out why we’re 
“Highlands Premier Facility”

828-482-1045

CASSIE ROSS
Cell: (828) 989-5996

cassie.ross@sothebysrealty.com

 Downtown Office
114 N. 4th Street, Highlands, NC

Highlandssothebysrealty.com
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•Classifieds•
WANTED 
QUALITY GUITARS. Cash on hand. Gibson, 

Martin, etc. Call: 917-554-4185, Email: Bakelitemusic@
yahoo.com (10/22)

WE BUY GOLD, SILVER, AND ESTATE 
JEWELRY. Estate Jewelry of Highlands. 828-526-1960, 
EJOFHighlands@gmail.com. 360 Main St, Highlands. (st. 
8/20)

TO BUY COLT PYTHON. THE OLDER THE 
BETTER. Call 526-9803. (st. 7/2)

FULL HOUSE GALLERY in Highlands Plaza is 
accepting CONSIGNMENT FURNITURE. Please call 
or text Susan at 828-526-6004. (st. 3/19)

ITEMS FOR SALE
SOLID CHERRY TABLE 8 chairs 2 leaves $150 

704 641-3267. (st. 10/8)
HELP WANTED
CHESTNUT HILL IS AN UPSCALE AS-

SISTED LIVING COMMUNITY in search of a Di-
etary Cook, CNAs, Med Techs, Wait Staff and Weekend 
Receptionist. Send resume to Lindabtiff@aol.com or call 
828-526-5251. (st. 2/13) 

DOG GROOMING APPRENTICE NEEDED 
AT POSH PAWS PET SPA IN HIGHLANDS -- 
Full Time Year Round Position. This is a unique trade skill 
opportunity to learn how to become a dog groomer, but 
you must be willing to start at an entry level position 
and work your way up just like every member of our 
team. Advancement is earned through a self-paced, paid, 
one-on-one apprenticeship with new levels of training 
occurring each year during the slower winter months. 
Please call 828-526-9581 to inquire about position. (st. 
10/22)

FREELANCE FITNESS INSTRUCTORS 
SPIN & BARRE. Old Edwards Spa, Highlands NC . 
Send Resume in PDF format to Kyra Russell. krussell 
@oldedwardsinn.com (st. 10/8) 

DOG BATHER NEEDED AT POSH PAWS 
PET SPA IN HIGHLANDS Part Time Year Round 
Position. Business hours are Tues.-Sat. 9-5. Job includes 
bathing & blowdrying dogs, assisting groomers, & clean-
ing. $10/hr. w/ paid lunch break. Please call828-526-9581 
to inquire about position.(st 9/3) 

HIGHLANDER MOUNTAIN HOUSE & 

THE RUFFED GROUSE TAVERN STAFF 
NEEDED!All positions including waitstaff, kitchen and 
housekeeping. Call 828-526-2590 or email your resume 
to info@highlandermountainhouse.com (Formerly Main 
Street Inn) (st. 8/13)

HIGHLANDS DELI is hiring kitchen staff, start-
ing immediately for the summer and fall. Please pick up 
applications at SweeTreats/Highlands Deli – 115 S 4th 
Street. (st. 8/13)

WOLFGANGS is looking for a Line Cook with 
a solid track record for dinner prep and service. Need 
to be creative. Also waitstaff, backer. Best award of Wine 
Spectator. Please email mindygreen@me.com for either 
position. (st. 5/28)

THE LOG CABIN is looking for servers, line 
cooks and dishwashers. call or stop by – great pay. Start 
immediately. Call or stop by 828 526-577.(st. 6/11)

OLD EDWARDS INN & SPA, HIGHLANDS 
NC Housekeeping and Dishwashing starting at $13 per 
hour. Now recruiting for Housekeepers, Houseman, 2nd 
Shift Laundry, Turndown Attendants, Dishwashers, Sous 
Chef, Cook, Baker, Gardener Assistant, Servers, Host/
Hostess, Bussers, Old Edwards Inn Rooms Manager, 
Bellman, Night Audit, Fitness Manager, Spa Attendants, 
Cosmetologist, Acorn’s Warehouse Associate, Retail 
Sales Associate. Benefits offered after 90 days employ-
ment. Apply online: www.oldedwardsinn.com/careers

JOIN OUR TEAM! Nectar Juice Bar (located 
inside Whole Life Market) is now hiring! Are you looking 
for a fun, healthy-minded individual looking for full-time, 
year-round work? Experience is not necessary, but 
kitchen or barista skills a plus. Competitive pay! Apply 
at Whole Life Market, 680 N. 4th St., Highlands. 

SALES ASSOCIATE HIGH END RETAIL 
CLOTHING STORE IN HIGHLANDS AND 
CASHIERS, NC. Full time, part time and seasonal. 
Inquire to 828-200-0928. (st. 3/38) 

SERVICES 
GUTTER CLEANING, METAL ROOF & 

FABRICATON roof repairs, chimney flashing, debris 
removal, pressure washing. Call 371-1103. (st. 9/17/20)

I INSTALL TILE! Eco-Friendly & Non-Toxic. 
Specializing in Shower/Bathroom, Kitchen/ Backsplash, 
Entrance Ways/Patios/Flooring. 25yrs experience. Also 
offer grout cleaning. Licensed & Insured. Mike Bertone/
Owner of Bertone Tile Design & Flooring LLC. Home: 
828-526-4943 or Text: 321-303-7560. (11/5) 

HIGHLANDS HANDI-MAN – Can fix anything 
inside or out. Carpentry, Interior and exterior painting, 
pressure washing, lawn care, hauling. and will monitor 
house during winter. Free Estimates. References. Call 
Tony. 828-200-5770 or 828-482-0159. (st. 3/26) 

HIGH COUNTRY PHOTO/KEVIN VINSON: 
scanning photos, slides & negatives to CD or DVD for 
easier viewing. Video transfer to DVD. Everything done 
in house. Leave message at 828-526-5208. (st. 6/4) 

REAL ESTATE FOR SALE

CASHIERS/SAPPHIRE - Split level 3 Bed/ 3 
Bath home. Partially Furnished Year Round Mountain 
Views. For Sale $575,000. Will Consider Lease/Option 
at 3,000 month. (561) 346-6400 (11/5)

HIGHLANDS CONDO – 1 bed plus bonus 
room with 2 bathrooms, activity room, one-car garage. 
239-597-2959. (st. 7/16)

LOTS. 3.22 ACRES. Borders NSFS. VIEWS. 
Well, septics, utilities, roads installed. PRIVATE. Mul-
tiple exit/entry. 2/2 residence. asking $186,000 Call 
828.482.2050. 

FOR SALE BY OWNER: Spectacular unit 
in premier Town Place Condos, Highlands; Walk to 
Town! Lower Unit. $865,000. Check listing on Zillow: 
45 Brock Court. (704) 641-3267. (st. 9/24) 

SIX ACRES ON BUCK CREEK ROAD be-
hind Highlands-Cashiers Hospital. Sign on property. 
843-460-8015. (st. 5/30) 

2/2 CLAYTON HOME IN LOWER CLEAR 
CREEK. 1+acre,Private. View. $118,000. Call 
706.782.9728 (st. 9/5) 

REAL ESTATE FOR RENT
CUTE 2 BEDROOM, 2 BATH COTTAGE 

and bonus room. Terrific large porch and wood burning 
fireplace 8 mins from town. $1500/month. Furnished or 
unfurnished. Minimum one year rental. Available later 
this fall.Mrpaulkrk@yahoo.com (st. 9/3)

(828) 482-9374
(772) 532-0706

The Highlands Barbershop

Open Mon.-Sat.
10a to 5p

446 Oak Street 
across from the park.

Enter from Oak Street
OR 446 Main Street

Mountain Findings 
Thrift Store

Storewide 
Half Price Sale! 

Oct. 23 & 24 AND Oct. 30 & 31
Open 10a to 4p

Masks required.

Cash or Check only
432 Spruce Street • Highlands



“Ace is the Place.”

At Main & 3rd streets
Highlands 526-2157

Hardware
Reeves

3

www.highlandsiscalling.com
828-526-3717 

11

Country Club Properties
“Your local hometown 

Real Estate professionals.”
3 Offices 828-526-2520

www.CCPHighlandsNC.com

2 “Highlands is calling  
and I must go.”

6

Suzanne McDavid
Broker

cell: (678) 276-6133 • Off: (828) 526-8300

401 N 5th St., Highlands

SILVER EAGLE 

349 Main Street, Highlands, NC
828.526.5190 silvereaglegallery.com

Native American Jewelry
  Crystal & Gem Gallery

33

33
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Mitzi Rauers, Broker 
404-218-9123 

mitzi@meadowsmtnrealty.com
meadowsmountainrealty.com

13

K-H Park

Martin-Lipscomb 
Performing Arts Center 

(PAC)

Top 12% 
of 

Brokers 
in 2019

Sotheby’s
is the top

firm in
Highlands 
since 2013 

Andrea Gabbard

c 828.200.6742

o 828.526.8300
AndreaGabbard@gmail.com
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“Local Expertise. Global Connections.”
114 N. 4th Street • Highlands, NC

sheryl.wilson@sothebysrealty.com • highlandssir.com
office: 828.526.8300 • cell: 828.337.0706

Sheryl Wilson

Licensed in NC and GA
Doug Helms
828.226.2999

Clif Gottwals
303.887.7479

P H ALMER    OUSE
PROPERTIES

ELEVATED

Highlander Mountain House 
& The Ruffed Grouse Tavern

•Classifieds•



PAM NELLIS 
BROKER 

CELL: 828-787-1895 
PAM ELA.N ELLIS@YAHOO.COM 

HIGHLANDS OFFICE 

Cashmere
Scotland’s Best Knitwear

McCULLEY’S

242 S. 4th St. & Pop up 
on Main Street

Open 7 days a week
526-4407

828-526-2338

30  ...on the Verandah 
Restaurant

on Lake Sequoyah

www.ontheverandah.com

Open Year-Round • 6 days a week
343-D Main Street. • 526-4035

Open 
Inside 

&
Outside
11a-4p

5:30-til?

8

9

Jody Lovell • 828.226.6303

www.wildthymegourmet.com

Pat Allen 
Broker-in-charge

Cell: 828-200-9179 
pat@patallenrealtygroup.com 

Office: 828-526-8784
295 Dillard Road

Highlands, NC 28741

 5

Not the Biggest ... Just the Best!
www.patallenrealtygroup.com 

DAV ID 
BOCK 
BUILDERS 

www.BockBuilders.com 828-526-2240 

Top Producers for 15 Years

6

• #1 Broker Highlands/
Cashiers MLS 2001-2019

• #1 Broker North Carolina 
2016/2017

• Top 2 Broker North Carolina 
2018 per Real Trends

Investing in Life – On a Whole New LevelInvesting in Life – On a Whole New Level

Susie deVille
Broker Associate

828-371-2079

Pat Gleeson
Owner, BIC

828-782-0472

Bee Gleeson 
Broker Associate

404-307-1415

Chris Duffy 
Broker Associate

828-526-6763

125 South 4th Street, Highlands • (828) 526-8118 
www.WhiteOakRG.com

Christal Green 
Broker Assoc./Office Admin.

828-200-9699

Tom Bean
Broker Associate

828-526-6383

474 Main Street
828.526.3807 | wolfgangs.net

Serving 6 days a week
(Closed Tuesdays)

Bistro 4p
Dining Room 5:30p

Please call 
for reservations

Open for 
Limited Inside 

Dining
Everyday 

4-8p

Main Street Highlands • Reservations: 526-4906

Taking Reservations
Dinner at 5:00 pm

Closed Wednesday for dinner

Taste the difference. Always fresh.


