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Town employees to get a COLA raise

and doubled Christmas bonuses

When commissioners final-
ized the FY 20-"21 budget in July,
the annual Cost of Living Adjust-
ment raise usually given to town

Highlands
PAC scales
back plans

The expansion project at
the Martin Lipscomb Petform-
ing Arts Center in Highlands has
been scaled down to something
equally exciting but with a de-
creased price tag

“After working very hard on
an outstanding design, in the end,
we realized without going into
debt we couldn’t afford it,” said
PAC Executive Director Mary
Adair Trumbly. “We will not go
into debt, so, we started over with
JLL, they designed us a theater
that we could afford to build. It
is smaller but a very cool design
and will accomplish everything
we want in our theatet.”

The PAC Board of Direc-
tors and its Building Commit-
tee engaged Jones, Lang, Lasalle
Americas, Inc. (“JLLL”), a top con-
struction project management
company. JLL recommended two
Atlanta firms: Choate Construc-

tion Company and Lord, Aeck,
e See PAC page 10

employees was temporarily nixed.
Due to the pandemic, com-

missioners didn’t know if citizens

would be able to pay their utilities

or if anticipated sales tax revenues
would decrease. Therefore, they
agreed to reassess the situation lat-

o See RAISE page 11

HaIIoween Happenmgs

A festlve pumpkin patch ata re5|dence on Shortoff Road. - Photo by Kim Lewicki

Halloween in Highlands is for kids of all ages! With that in mind
there are a few events for all.

There are two theme movies this weekend at PAC’s “drive-up” out-
door movie theater — Parkin’ at the PAC. Friday night, Oct. 30 it’s The
Goonies at 7 p.m. Tickets are $12/person with children under 12 free.

Saturday, Oct. 31 it’s Hocus Pocus — free for everyone (parents &
kids). There is also a Trunk & Treat parade 6:15-7pm when children in
costumes can parade around the perimeter of the parking lot. Masks will
be required, as will social distancing, Only 32 cars (with unobstructed
view) are allowed so call to reserve a parking space at 828-526-9047.

At the Highlands Biological Garden there will be a Ghostly Garden
self-guided tour dawn to dusk Fri., Oct. 30 through Sun., Now. 1.

For more information, contact Paige Engelbrektsson at 828-526-
2623.

Halloween night families are encouraged to visit The Literacy
Council on NC 28 south for drive-up treats from 7:30 to 9 p.m.

The Chamber of Commerce is delivering candy to business mem-
bers for distribution during normal business hours on Sat., Oct. 31.

Highlands annual Main Street Halloween celebration on Halloween
evening has been cancelled due to the pandemic.
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‘Home Furnishing Center’
Open
Monday — Saturday
9a-5p
Sunday— noon to 5p
2089 Highway 106
828-526-5577
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This is our final installment of our coverage of the
candidates on the ballot: MC Board of Commissioners

By Brittney . ocrat,
Lofthouse Ea I’|y voting and  Josh

T h e | continues thru October 31 | Young, 2
Macon There are two locations: Republi-
County The Highlands Civic Center and the Ma- | €30,  af¢
Board  of | con County Robert Carpenter Community | both vying
Commis- | Building. for the seat
sioners has Hours are Monday-Friday 8am-7:30pm, | left open
WO seats | open this last Saturday from 8am-3pm. when Karl
on the No- Gillespie

vember ballot — however with no
challengers, Paul Higdon will be
automatically re-elected. So, just
the Franklin district is on the bal-
lot, with one Republican and one
Democrat vying for the open seat.

Betty Cloer Wallace, a dem-

announced he would be running
for the House of Representatives.

Young, a local business
owner and father of five said he
is running for office because he
wants to take a more active role in

o See ELECTION page 6

ACA health insurance open

enrollment begins Nov. 1
It is still the law

This year’s Open Enrollment
for Affordable Care Act (ACA)
health insurance may very well
be the most challenging yet, with
millions across the US. in need

Whiteside Mountain
Magnificent View
70 Norton Court
Highlands, NC 28741
4 Bedrooms | 5 Bathrooms
1 Half Bath

For more information contact
Jody Lowvell | (828) 226.6303

Highlands
Sotheby’s

INTERMATIONAL REALTY

114 ™. 4th Street
Highlands, NC

of health care after losing their
job-related health insurance dut-
ing the COVID-19 pandemic.
Pisgah Legal Services (PLS), and

o See INSURANCE page 14

M°CULLEY’S

The largest selection of
Scottish cashmere in
the U.S.A.

In Highlands
242 S. 4th St.~ 526-4407
and

In Cashiers
24B Canoe Point * 743-5515
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 THE PLATEAU’s POSITION °
MAYOR ON DuUTYe.

Toters, Comp Plan, COVID & more

e have had a good
early voting turnout.
I hope everyone will

cast a ballot either during eatly
voting which ends at 3 pm on
Saturday, or on Tuesday, No-
vember 3rd, Election Day. As
I have said before, we need a
strong turnout to let officials at
the Macon County Courthouse
know we vote on the plateau. I
would love to see a 100% turn-
out, ot there about.

The staff at Town Hall has
been getting calls about the bear resistant
toter requirement. The ordinance requiring
these toters was passed by the Town Board
in August of 2019. Implementation of the
ordinance was scheduled for August 1 of
2020, in other words a year from the time
of passage. In August this deadline was
postponed in order to give some folks an
opportunity to get toters that were on back
order. There seems to still be a back order
of the small 30-gallon toters. Implementa-
tion of the ordinance has again been re-
scheduled to November 16. I want to thank
the overwhelming number of residents
who purchased the bear resistant toters
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Highlands Mayor
Patrick Taylor

months ago.

Last week the kick-off of
the Highlands Comprehensive
Plan went very well with a 73%
attendance at several stakehold-
er meetings. There will be more
meetings to follow, including
ZOOM sessions.

It is critical that residents
participate in this process which
will set the vision for Highlands
for the coming decade. I com-
pleted the community survey
this past week. I encourage ev-
eryone to go to the town website and click
on the Highlands Community Plan. There
is a button to access the survey. The survey
is well designed and takes only a few min-
utes to complete. As I have said now many
times, this will not be elected officials’ plan,
but rather a community and citizens plan.
During this planning process, my goal is
to cut back on the talking and listen to the
Highlands stakeholders participating in the
process.

From all incoming reports, we may be
facing a national surge in COVID-19. It will
be more important than ever to practice the
3 Ws. They are; wash hands frequently, wait
and social distance, and wear a mask in pub-
lic places. We have seen very high participa-
tion in mask wearing in businesses and on
commercial sidewalks.

Again, let me stress that the wearing of
masks on sidewalks and streets in residen-
tial zones is not a part of the town mask
ordinance. The mask wearing requirement
applies to businesses and on sidewalks in
commercial zones.

I have been in conversations with folks
at the Highlands Chamber of Commerce
concerning holiday events. These events
will not be like they have been in past years
due to COVID-19.

There will be a Christmas Parade, just
at a different time and format. Details will
be announced soon. Highlands will con-
tinue to have beautiful Christmas lights
throughout the town, but the town light-
ing will be modified. Representatives of the
chamber will be presenting specific plans at
the November Town Board meeting,
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Times of clouds and sun

For Real-time Weather and the Extended Forecast,
go to www.highlandsinfo.com and click on Weather
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ROOFING SERVICES ;¢

New & Re-Roofing Applications Including:
Asphalt » Cedar » Metal * Synthetic Materials.

Showroom: 1511 Highlands Rd. ¢ Franklin  O: 828-524-7773
info@highlandernc.com * www.highlandernc.com
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WOLFGANG'S
Always flrel;h

RESTAURANT &
Taste the differen

American cuisine with a
Creole twist and a
German flair!

Serving 6 days a week
(Closed Tuesdays)
Bistro 4p
Dining Room 5:30p
Please call for reservations

Gift certificates now online

474 Main Street C
828.526.3807 l l
wolfgangs.net ANARDOF

Bk ) 828-526-4035

WILD IHYME : GOURMET

& MNT

3 T A W

Servmg Lunch and Dinner Year—Round.

Gourmet Foods, Full Service Bar

Town Square at 343-D Main St. * Highlands

Open inside
and
Outside
(Closed Wed. for dinner)

Dinner: 5:30p- until
6 days

e HigHI ANDS AREA DINING DIRECTORY ®
A |

REstauran’®
OPEMN FOR OUR

- 31°T GEAGON

Tues. - Sat.
Dinner starts at

'Take out & curbside

delivery, too
531 SMALLWOOD AVE | 828-526-9419

LOCGC CABIN
dlighlands, NC

CASUAL DINING IN A

HISTORIC 1924 LOG CABIN
MENTUS PRINTED DAILY

Dinner Nightly S:00 PM
Monday- Saturday
Lunch 12:00 PM - 2:30 PM
Tuesday - Saturday

Join us for
Lunch & Dinner

130 Log Cabin Lane
828-526-5777

o?m oftouse

Japanese ¢ Asian® Thai Cuisine
en Daily except Wednesda
Temporary Hours
12-9p
Open for Take-out ONLY
Please order ahead

In-town delivery available
(min. delivery order $50)

828-787-1680 or 828-787-1900
I51 Helen’s Barn Avenue
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Full Lunch Menu
Stocked Deli Case
Heat & Eat Dinners

Catering

470 Oak St adjacent to the Park in Downtown Highlands

@ 828-526-8847 K3
WeCaterHighlands.com
Restaurant

on Lake Sequoyah

www.ontheverandah.com
US 64 west * Highlands

...on the Verandah

Open 4p-8p
7 days a week
Inside,
limited seating ¥~ '

& Take-out

828-526-2338
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Daylight Saving Time

DON[ EON S)

)\ e High | Yipes! It’s that time of year again. Sunday November
(o) 1, we have to adjust our clocks. Do we move up an hour or
wn OPe“ for Lu nch back an hour? I can never remember. And is it only twice a

year? It seems like more.

- S sun'l Mon" Thurs' = sqt' Benjamin Franklin was the first to mention Daylight
BURRITOS & MORE Mfla to 3p Saving Time. It was spring of 1784. He was visiting Patis,

° France and mentioned “time change” in an essay he wrote.
Open for Dinner 8 3

He suggested Parisians change their sleep schedule to save
Thurs-saturday money on candles and lamp oil.
sp to 1op The first city in the world to adopt Daylight Saving
Mon - Sat 1lam-4pm Tikrlne was Port Arth;r, (gntarié), Car;lacr July 1, 1908. Soon
Closed Sundays ’ | other cities in Canada adopted Daylight Saving time. Ger-
’'m baaaaaack! many adopted Daylight Saving time April 30, 1916 to con-
serve coal during World War I. The USA adopted Daylight
Saving Time 1918 also during World War I. However, Ari-
zona, Hawaii, and Puerto refused to honor Daylight Saving

«TH STREET g,

w /3
souT ANDs
aee 828.526.9313 Ne

visit highlandsburritos.com

online Ordering Available and With the same menu, low prices, F.REE coffee and
NOW SERVING MARGARITAS! an older more mellow attitude!
] [ Come by for a visit and enjoy those Appalachian
Fries and a fresh Gyro!

, A ” Time and they don’t.
We’re so grateful to be back HOME in Highlands! Y
& ! ¢ n e The proponents of Daylight Saving Time argue that

longer evenings motivate people to get out and get in-
volved. The extra hour of daylight can be used for outdoor
recreation like golf, soccer, baseball and other activities. The
tourism industry profits from longer evenings. The retail
industry benefits because people have a tendency to shop
more.

The facts are though that lack of sleep causes more
auto accidents, more workplace injuries, suicides, heart at-
tacks, strokes and miscarriages among other health prob-
lems. Maybe it has something to do with stress. I know 1
get a little stressed trying to decide to adjust clocks forward
\ C'lt cle ca te ot backward.

l' m y Many states have passed a state law to have only one

bl/ WRMS imek Time and some want year around Daylight Saving Time.
e e = The states atc waiting for Federal approval. I say what’s the
H 0 M E [ H IRE A CH E F big deal? Let each state do what they want. Today when it

eSee LETTER page 24

Now open!
We look forward to serving you.

Please call for reservations! Salads e Pitas  Burgers ¢ Philly Cheese Steak

Shrimp Hoagie ® Susan’s Rueben eltalian Sausage
Chicken Wings eAppalachian Fries « Onion Rings
Fried Shrimp e Fish n’ Chips e Chicken Fingers and
more!
Dine in or Call in your Order for Pickup!
828-200-0388
At the High Dive 476 Carolina Way e Highlands

time during the year. Some states want year around Standard

Soct?

8285264906
www.paolettis.com  Main Street Highlands Since 1984

Dinner Farties
" Open for Lunch
Family Cratherings and Dinner
U
FROM 2 - 50 PEOPLE AL MIIT Greek v 7 days a weeld
. Relax - Enjoy your Family and Friends W Dntertly
. Let Me Do The Shopping, Cooking and Sunday - Thursday
Clean-up! L“i"czh
. Personalized Menus - Black Tie to BBQ ! I?)tiznio"
Seafood Boils and Luaus
. ) o7 5p-9:30 -
Kltt}’ s Chili . Serv-Safe Certified Fridayp& SatllJeray
With , ch & hi
e R G SANITARY AND RESPONSIBLE Lunch
Pecan Pie Dirnor
$16.95 828-743-3145 | 561-345-0652 5-11p
Dinner for two! Heat and enjoy! Ny CURRANTEED 1008 Reservations Appreciated
Call to reserve 828-526-2762 B RITIOySS DELICE - | Call 828-526-5500
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..ELECTION continued from page 1

shaping the future of Macon County.

“I’m running for public office because
I care,” said Young; “I have a deep love for
this special place I call home. I want to
be a voice for all of Macon County. I feel
that I can bring a breath of fresh air to our
Board of Commission. A typical commis-
sioner meeting has very few participants
other than our county affiliates. I want to
encourage other Maconians to become in-
volved. I have found it is easy to complain
about problems and issues plaguing Macon
County. Instead of complaining, I decided
to file for office.”

Young is a 5th Generation Maconian
and has been married to his high school
sweetheart for almost 12 years. The couple

has five children.

“I was taught how to work at a young
age on our family’s Christmas Tree Farm
and that work ethic has molded me into the
person I am today,” said Young “I spent
cight years as a lineman for Duke Energy
before 1 stepped away in pursuit of the
American Dream! I started Young Tree Ser-
vice in May of 2015 and have been blessed
beyond belief with great employees and an
incredibly supportive community! I am ac-
tive in our community as I serve on many
youth athletic boards as well as coaching
numerous youth football, baseball, softball,
and basketball teams. I enjoy the outdoors,
spending time with family, and cooking.”

Betty Cloer Wallace is a 6th generation

SOUTHERN
CRANBERRY RELISH

HIGHLANDS
SMOKEHO SE ”
BBQ Y KITCHEN
TIME TO PREPARE FOR YO

THANKSGIVING GATHERING

COMPLETE MEAL serves 6-8:
includes Your Choice of 3 Sides, Cranberry Relish,
Fresh Rolls & Homemade Dessert

SH SIGNATURE PRIME BEEF BRISKET 5 Ib. $195
SH SMOKED TURKEY BREAST 4-5|b. $160
SH BRINED & SMOKED TURKEY 12-14 lb. 5160

DISHES A’ LA CARTE serves 6-8 524:
SMASHED POTATOES
ELOTE CREAMED CORN
SEASONED COLLARDS
SWEET POTATO CASSEROLE
SAVORY CORNBREAD STUFFING
STYLE GREEN BEANS
IALAPENO CHEESE GRITS
PRIME BEEF BRISKET 51lb. $95
SMOKED TURKEY BREAST 4-5|b. $60
BRINED & SMOKED WHOLE TURKEY 12-14 |b. 560

DESSERTS serves 6-8:;
PUMPKIN PIE 518 BANANA PUDDING 518

Macon County farm family and is retired
from education and government. Wallace is
a tree farmer (planted 14,000 native hard-
wood seedlings) and wildlife preservation-
ist. She is also the author of Tuckaseegee
Chronicles, a historical seties
set in Little Tennessee River
Valley.

“My lifelong experience
and credentials in public ser-
vice administration have been
a lifetime of preparation for
serving as a Macon County
Commissioner,” said Wallace.
“I want to work toward prac-
tical and sustainable change
and to up-end the status quo
voting bloc that has controlled
our Board of Commission-
ers for many years. We must
change our current economic
and social trajectory if we
want to keep our young fami-
lies here and move forward as
a county. I'm an advocate for
a strong multi-party system to
maintain balance in our local
government as in all other ar-
eas of our lives.

“At the moment, Macon
County is cleatly out of bal-
ance, lop-sided toward the “tea party” far-
right while a contingent of far-left “pro-
gressives” pull in the opposite direction.
This extreme divergence on both extremes
of our local political spectrum has split our
local political parties into five distinct fac-
tions, which is hurting our ability to sustain
a moderate common ground in local gov-
ernment that we need, and must have, to
move forward as a viable and economically
competitive county. We must work toward
a transparent local government by and for
the people, rather than by special interests
and top-down authoritarianism.”

Wallace has served as the Associate
Superintendent, Macon County Schools;
Director of Western Regional Education
Center; Superintendent of Vance County
Schools (15 schools, 1,100 employees);
Deputy Assistant State Superintendent,
North Carolina Department of Public In-
struction; US Department of Education
Fellow, Washington, DC; Associate Su-
perintendent, Northwest Arctic Borough
School District; Adjunct Professor, West-
ern Carolina University and Southwestern
Community College; served on numerous
boards and commissions for industrial re-
cruitment and school facilities planning in
Macon County and WINC; and is author of
Poisoned Apple, the Bell-Curve Crisis (in

Betty Cloer Wallace

our schools).

Local Government relations are crucial for
Macon Connty as the county, the town of Franklin,
and the town of Highlands work closely on several
projects. What are your thoughts on
these current relationships and how
can they be improved?

Young: “We are all in this
together,” said Young, “It is
important to keep a good rap-
port with other local munici-
palities within our county and
outside our county. There is al-
ways room for improvement.
I want to see our local infra-
structure  support business
growth and local development
within our county. I would like
for it to be easy for businesses
to plant seeds here!”

Wallace: “Our county
commissioners have pleasant
social relationships with the
municipal governments of
Franklin and Highlands with
annual meetings for discus-
sion, but practical interaction
and joint planning are scarce,”
said Wallace. “A serious study
of overlapping responsibilities is needed to
eliminate duplication, inefficiency, and con-
fusion about who is responsible for what;
and many citizens are especially confused
about the overlapping governmental du-
ties of Macon County and Franklin. Issues
needing better county-town cooperation
include facilities and space needs, water and
sewerage management, broadband equity
countywide, and better public information
communication regarding the TDA and
TDC tourism development groups, the
Economic Development Commission, and
town and county planning boards and com-
mittees.

“The large Nantahala community
should consider working toward incorpo-
rating itself as a town in order to have a
more influential seat at the table for fund-
ing and oversight along with Franklin and
Highlands.”

As an elected official — how would you im-
prove educational gpportunities for Macon Connty?

Young: “Our kids deserve the best.
Period,” said Young. “We have to work with
our State Legislatures to ensure we have the
proper funding to keep our kids on the cut-
ting edge of education! As I understand it

o See ELECTION page 7



..ELECTION continued from page 6

the county is responsible for the
brick and mortar (facilities) while
the state furnishes money for
education. However, the county
is constantly helping assist Ma-
con County Schools System fund
many areas in which our state al-
lotment does not cover. As com-
missioner I want to work closely
with our school board and teach-
ers and most importantly listen.”

Wallace: “Our Early Col-
lege and SCC programs are doing
well and leading the way toward
showing the need for expansion
of broadband internet access, but
our PK-12 schools need expand-
ed and more adequate facilities,”
said Wallace.

“County commissioners are
responsible for providing school
facilities, while state and local
school boards are responsible
for operation of our schools.
Our local school board is often
reduced to requesting additional
funding from our county com-
missioners simply to stay afloat,
which should not be necessary
every year. Together, these two
boards and “we the people” have
a moral obligation to our children
and grandchildren to do better, to
provide schools that give every
young person the best chance for
a successful future.

“Decisions are long overdue
about improving facilities and in-
frastructure at Nantahala, High-
lands, and Franklin High School
in a fair and equitable manner. We
spend far too much time plug-
ging holes rather than long-range
planning and setting ptiorities. As
our state legislature continues its
juggernaut toward privatization
of our public schools, we cannot
simply blame the state for cutting
our funds. As a county, we must
fill the gaps to the degree that we
can financially do so, and go even
beyond the basic essentials to the
degree that we can afford it.

“Unfortunately, we have
consolidated our  elementary
schools so that the majority of
young students are taken out of
their home communities and
must commute long weary miles
elsewhere. Many adults would not

suffer through such long hours of
busing to get to their workplace
every day, but yet our children
are forced do it. We could initiate
long-range planning to decentral-
ize our large elementary schools
and return students to smaller
community schools, while at the
same time plan for reconditioning
our middle and high school facili-
ties in Franklin, bringing them up
to standard and expanding them.
It would take time to decentralize,
but that’s what long-range plan-
ning is for; and we should consider
restructuring grade-level offerings
at each school level, which is not
as formidable as it might seem

“if done in conjunction with
facilities planning. Our basic edu-
cation needs, including technol-
ogy, should supersede all other
aspects of our county finances, if
we expect to meet our moral ob-
ligations and prepare our children
for a future here in Macon County
or elsewhere, depending on what
they want to learn and do. Hav-
ing the basic education to allow
for choices is the most important
legacy we can provide for our chil-
dren”

What is your stance on Macon
County’s current broadband issues and
how wonld you address it?

Young: “I have spent years in
the utility industry and have a deep
understanding of the many chal-
lenges we face in rural America,”
said Young “We just don’t have
the population to entice large cor-
porations and guarantee a return
on their investment. We have lots
of hard to access neighborhoods,
lots of rock (underground) and
hard to maintain rights-of-way
that may only service a few poten-
tial customers. This drives the cost
each customer would pay through
the roof.

During our virtual learning
period, we had a horrible time
with my children connecting to
the internet. If we had any, it was
slow. Covid has put a huge spot-
light on our broadband needs and
Representative Kevin Corbin is ac-
tively fighting for us on a State lev-

el. He is helping to remove some of
the barriers between State and lo-
cal governments to minimize some
regulation and bring more funding
to Western North Carolina. Broad-
band is so important to help keep
our local business competitive.”

Wallace: “High-speed internet
access is as vital now and as much
a giant leap forward as when the
TVA brought rural electrification
to our homes in the 1930s and as
when highway programs of the
1950s brought us paved secondary
roads and interstate highway con-
nections,” said Wallace.

“In order to close the distance
learning homework gaps among
our communities, to provide com-
munication with our healthcare pro-
viders, and to provide opportunities
for jobs at home, we and our local
officials must (1) be knowledgeable
of the massive federal technology
grants approved by Congress this
month, (2) provide local internet
infrastructure that can adequately
use those grants countywide, and
(3) work toward dovetailing federal,

e See ELECTION page 8
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‘ 828-526-9581 ‘

411 N. 4TH STREET, HIGHLANDS, NC 28741
OPEN YEAR ROUND TUESDAY-SATURDAY 9-5

Five Year
aommanySafe

15% off of all dog
supplies through the
end of the year!!!

Posh Paws has a wide variety of NutriSource and
PureVita dog food as well as plenty of toys and treats to
suit every dog’s preference. We also carry skin & coat, hip
& joint, general wellness, and dental health supplies.

It's OK to Change your Mind

VOTE VALUES X VOTE INTEGRITY

BID-N/HARRIS

Paid for by the Macan County Demociatic Party {www.macondems.ong) and nof authorized by any car

r candidaie’s commeias.
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Hair * Nails * Waxing ¢ Tanning ¢ Facials
Massages * Eyelash Extensions
Walk-ins Welcome!

Owner/Stylist: Lacy Jane Villardo
Stylists: Heahter Escandon
Maggie Barden, Bri Field, Desiray Schmitt
and Cali Smolarsky
Nail Tech: Jenna Schmitt
Massage Therapist: Brenda Lopez

Upstairs and Across the Walkway at
“Falls on Main” Highlands
Open at 9a Tues.-Sat. * 828-526-3939

..ELECTION continued from page 7

state, and local funds with private providers
to narrow the digital divide.

“Private providers large and small are
simply not working out for the public, so ul-
timately, we should work toward broadband
as a basic public utility such as we have with
electricity carried to every house. Congress
recognized the digital divide in March 2020,
by passing the Broadband DATA Act, cre-
ating a more accurate and detailed map of
broadband availability, helping counties
such as ours have the information needed
to determine our specific focus and cost of
deployment; and just this month Congtess
approved multi-billion $$$ legislation that
provides funding through FCC, USDA, and
DOE for rural high-speed broadband as
part of the next stage of federal stimulus

@
(Cabin (outine
~ Home Decor
~ Gifts
~ Jewelry

468 Carolina Way
Highlands
(Between N. 4th & N. 5th)

828-526-3909

COREY JAMES GALLERY

& Estate Consignments

Yard Art Open
for outside pickup & delivery

il T OF .
(828) 526-4818
On the corner of 3rd & Spring

Andrea Gabbard

w— € 828.200.6742 0 828.526.8300
m AndreaGabbard@gmail.com

Whiteside Mountain Road View - MLS #93175 Offered for $1,950,000
3 bedrooms (w/add'l sleeping areas), 4.5 baths, partially furnished
622 Whiteside Mountain Road

Andreais top 12%
Real Estate Brokersin 2019.

Highlands Sotheby's International Realty is
the top selling firm in Highlands
since 2013 as per HCMLS Navica.

Sotheby’s

INTERNATIONAL REALTY

Highlands

relief. So, our local government officials and
the private sector must be ready locally with
accurate data mapping and local providers
identified to ensure that no Macon County
community is overlooked. To date, Macon
County has made some effort, but not near-
ly enough; and with federal assistance newly
approved, we have no excuse for delay in
providing countywide access. Unfortunately,
Frontier failed to meet FCC broadband re-
quirements for the Connect America Fund
for rural areas that stipulated reaching 80%
of rural locations by December 2019, leav-
ing us with several disparate choices, and so
we must now look at all current options.

“We can (1) help Morris Broadband
continue to expand in our county, or (2)
bring in one or more companies with com-
petitive pricing, or (3) look at satellite ac-
cess, albeit cost and limited access would be
problematic.

“Fortunately, Congress is asking our
largest broadband providers to expand cov-
erage areas and temporarily suspend some
customers’ data caps, in order to accommo-
date access, especially for remote education
that requires daily interactive communica-
tion; and we can all benefit from that, both
businesses and individuals. Looking even
further into our future in Macon County,
albeit not that far away, we will eventually
need to create local 5G infrastructure to
be able to handle Virtual Reality (simulated
experiences for interactive learning) for our
schools and families and for local industry
training, not to be confused with our cur-
rent web-based distance learning or online
learning”

What do you see as being the biggest issue fac-
ing Macon County?

Young: “I have several issues that re-
ally bother me,” said Young. “If you look
around, we are overrun with vacant build-
ings. Lots of large and small shopping
centers all over Franklin. I also feel that,
employees are one of our greatest assets! I
feel one of the largest issues facing Macon
County are the county employee wages. The
private sector pay far exceeds the county pay
rate. I also see broadband to be a huge issue.
Broadband is imperative to help keep our lo-
cal business competitive.”

Wallace: “Jobs that pay a living wage
plus benefits and opportunity for retitement
is our greatest need, and we must analyze

the factors hindering us from attracting in-
dustries here, large and small,” said Wallace.

“Our poverty rate (30.1%), me-
dian household income ($39,000), needy
schools, children in low-income households
(58%), a growing homeless population, re-
duced medical and health care facilities and
professionals, lack of affordable housing,
lack of broadband internet access, and
growing crime statistics related to drug traf-
ficking are the main factors that prospective
businesses and industries look at beyond a
potential workforce. Industry scouts con-
sidering our current data are not impressed
with our general need for education infra-
structure, our “welfare queen” numbers,
out crime statistics, and our “dollar store”
economy.”

Anything else you would like for your voters
to know.

Young: “T want to be a county com-
missioner to represent The People of Ma-
con County,” said Young, “I am not a poli-
tician. I am a tax-paying citizen of Macon
County. I work with my hands for a living
and likely will show up to many meetings
with my dirty work boots. I hope to bring
an unbiased, independent mindset and a
new energy to the Board of Commission-
ers. I am prepared to make tough business-
minded decisions to represent the taxpayers
of this county!”

Wallace: “Tacilities are greatly needed
for expanded law enforcement detention
facilities, additional courthouse space, ex-
panded services for seniors and disabled
citizens, and a civic center large enough for
graduations, entertainment, arts and crafts
fairs, gun shows, and trade shows,” said
Wallace. “Space and cost studies should
be carried out jointly for these large-ticket
projects, public hearings held, and priorities
determined by our citizens through referen-
dum by ballot.

“The most important offerings we
have here to entice business and industry
are (1) relatively cheap land with large open
spaces, (2) a willing workforce, especially
young people who want to stay here or
who have moved away and want to come
back home if they had jobs, and (3) access
to transportation systems in Atlanta, Ashe-
ville, and Knoxville. But we have to take the
initiative to look for new businesses and in-
dustries and to let them know what we have
to offer.”
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On October 19,The Art League
of Highlands-Cashiers made a
donation to The Bascom Cen-
ter for the Visual Arts. Pictured
are John Bauknight, President of
the Art League and Billy Love,
Director of Education and Out-
reach, The Bascom.
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ORIENTAL AUG GALLERY
i - 828-526-5759 S
MAIN STREET - OAK SQUARE IN HIGHLANDS
WWW. SHIRAZRUGGALLERIES.COM

Our entire inventory of thousands of antique & conlemporary rugs from
Porgsia, China, Pokistan, india & Turkoy /s now avoilaiic.

:SUMMER HOUSE
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HOME FURNISHINGS ¥ § g !
BED & BATH '

HANDCRAFTED CUSTOM
FURNITURE

INTERIOR DESIGN SERVICES
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MONDAY — SATURDAY:
9AM - 5PM

SUNDAY: 12PM - 5PM

White Glove Delivery Throughout The Southeast & Beyond

2089 Dillard Road, Highlands | 2 miles from Main Street | 828-526-5577 | www.summerhousehighlands.com
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PRE-ORDER
Your Turkey by
Nov. |5 &
Receive 15% OFF!

Mary’s Free-Range &
Organic Turkeys
Juicy, Plump & Delicious!
Raised Fresh by the
Pitman Family since 1954

* 4x the Living Area Than
Commercial “free-range” Turkeys
* Only Fed a High Quality
Vegetarian-Based
High Protein Diet
* NEVER Fed Animal
By-products OR
Given any Antibiotics
* No Preservatives, Additives or
Hormones
* Always Gluten-free

PRE-ORDER TODAY!
828-526-5999

or email your order to
wholelife@frontier.com

Store Hours:
Mon-Sat. ¢ 10a to 5:30p
On the corner of Foreman road
and the Cashiers Road

wWhole
V= Life
“"Market

?
Matural Producks Store

..PAC continued from page 1

Sargent, an architecture and design firm.

After the PAC Building Committee be-
gan weekly meetings with JLL, Choate, and
Lord Aeck Sargent redesigned and re-engi-
neered PAC so the expansion was realized.

Trumbly said the Board has approved
an initial agreement with these entities and
the value engineering and complex architec-
tural design work has begun.

Initial construction will begin in June
2021 and is expected to be completed in
time for the summer season of 2022,

The original plans called for two the-
aters, — a 400-seat theater and an 85-seat
movie and black-box theater.

The new plans include one 300-seat
theater and the spiral staircase and balcony
have been eliminated.

“We developed a new, and I think better
concept, with a reduced size,” said Building
Committee member Wade Coleman. “We

did this because of budgetary restraints and
right now we have money in hand and time

commitments to maintain,” he said.

Trumbly said though the theater was
hit financially because of the pandemic, the
expansion is still possible through the gen-
erosity of the community.

According to Asst. Planning Director
Michael Mathis, since the plans and how
the proposed structure will sit on the prop-
erty has changed, PAC will have to resub-
mit its plans to the town.

Though no problems are anticipated,
under the terms of Conditional Use Zon-
ing, under which the PAC falls, the new
plan must be presented to the town and the
zoning terms amended.

Trumbly said Covid-19 did have an
impact on the organization as far as pre-
senting shows is concerned, but not signifi-
cantly.

However, not knowing where the
country is headed pandemic-wise and “with
people not wanting to gather in such large
groups, a smaller theater made sense,” she

said.

“We are fine as far as funding goes;
we are actually at the pre-Covid-19 fund-
ing level)” she said. “Our sponsors and
supporters have been amazing and without
them there’s no way we could do this. We’re
a performing arts center and people want
to come here to be entertained. The arts are
a main fiber of society and we’re going to
give it to them.”

Meanwhile, the show goes on at PAC.

Currently, under COVID-19 safety
measures, the PAC has a maximum capacity
of 25 people with chairs and tables set up
in a socially distant manner. Shows include
live satellite broadcasts from the MET Op-
era and London Theater.

The PAC also hosts a “drive-up” out-
door movie theater -- Parkin’ at the PAC
-- each week from Thurs.-Sat., at 7:30 p.m.

For more information or to donate to
the Performing Arts Center, call Trumbly at
828.526.9047.

An exterior depiction of the front of the building looking east on
Chestnut Street.
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An exterior depiction of the front of the building from Chestnut

ditorium.

The configuration as per COVID regulations in the current PAC au-
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er in the year with amending of the ’20-"21
budget a possibility.

That time has come.

At the October Town Board meeting,
Town Manager Josh Ward had good news
for town employees. The COLA raise will
be reinstated starting January 2021.

“Revenue and sales tax are up and
homes are being sold, so the financial pic-
ture is better than it was in July,” he said.
“Sales tax proceeds were strong beginning
in July and August; utilities are being paid,;
overall our numbers are up.”

So, effective Jan. 1, 2021, commis-
sioners voted unanimously to give town
employees a three percent COLA raise.

In addition, Ward suggested upgrad-
ing the town’s Christmas bonus policy.

Currently, the annual Christmas Bonus
for full-time employees is based on longev-
ity: less than one year: $200; between one
year and 10 years: $250; between 10 and 20
years: $300; 20+ years: $350

That would cost the town a total of
$18,900.

Ward suggested an option that several
surrounding governmental agencies use —
that of providing 1% of an employee’s sal-

ary as a bonus.

If the town did that it would cost
$33,204.97 or $14,304.97 more than the cut-
rent bonus expenditure.

Commissioners weren’t keen on that
idea due to inequities in the scenario.

“Someone here for two years at a high
salary would get more than someone here
for 15 years at a lower salary,” said Commis-
sioner Amy Patterson.

At Commissioner John Dotson’s sug-
gestion doubling the current plan would cost
the town about the same as the “percentage”
scenario but would be fairer.

Commissioners voted unanimously to
double annual Christmas bonuses which are
based on longevity instead of salary percent-
age. It will cost the town almost the same as
the percentage scenatio.

So for Christmas 2020, full-time em-
ployees employed less than one year: $400;
between one year and 10 years: $500; be-
tween 10 and 20 years: $600; 20+ years:
$750.

Part-time employees will get a $50 gift
card.

— Kim Lewicki
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Highlands Aerial Park

Open Daily
Couid19 perotocol for staff & guests.

for details and to bo
reservation for:

e Family Challenge Course

e Dual 40’ Tree Climb
e Complimentary Nature Trails

Guided UTV Tours of our park’s 95 acres adjoining 100,000 acres of NFS.
Tour features:
Forest and meadows, waterfalls and long range views, flora, fauna,
and climate influences, and a 400-year history of our areqs

(828)382-8884
9625 Dillard Rd ¢ Scaly Mountain, NC
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Gov. Cooper calls on local leaders to help address ‘troubling trends’ in coronavirus
Exctends Phase 3 until at least Nov. 13

NC governor extends Phase
3 restrictions following worst
spike in cases since start of pan-
demic.

Citing “troubling trends” in
coronavirus cases, including two
days last week of the highest case
counts since the pandemic be-
gan, Gov. Roy Cooper extended
Phase 3 restrictions for three
weeks on Wednesday and asked
local municipalities and counties
to institute and enforce more re-
strictive measures.

Cooper called on law en-
forcement and local leaders in 36
counties to address their recent
spike in coronavirus cases.

In a letter to local officials,
Dr. Mandy Cohen, secretary of
the N.C. Department of Health
and Human Services, and Erik
Hooks, secretary of the N.C.
Department of Public Safety, en-
couraged counties to implement

3

civil penalties or impose fines for
violations of local mask orders.

The letter suggests specific
actions local authorities might
take such as prohibiting the sale
of alcohol eatlier than the state-
wide 11 p.m. mandate or closing
bars and nightclubs that may be
hot spots for transmission.

Cohen and Hooks sent the
letter to officials in counties iden-
tified by the White House Task
Force as a county of concern
and where there have been 300
or more new cases in the last two
weeks.

They also sent the letter to
officials where the case rate ex-
ceeds 50 per 10,000 people and to
officials in the three most popu-
lous counties: Wake, Mecklenburg
and Guilford.

Although some local law en-
forcement agencies have refused
to enforce mask orders and other

Highlands Community Plan

Survey & Virtual Meeting

The Town is updating the Community Plan!

We want to hear about your priorities for the
future both in and around Highlands. Your input
is crucial for the creation of a successful plan,
which will serve as a policy guide for the Town's
future decisions, investments, and initiatives.

Virtual Workshop

Save the Date!
November 5th 5:30-6:30

Connection info will be on website

mMore information available and public survey
available at

www.highlandscommunityplan.com/
get-involved

Use this code to take the
COMMMUnity survey, or visit the
wiebsite to the left.

COVID-19 restrictions, Cooper
remains convinced local law en-
forcement can play a role, even
informally.

While they may not use their
authority to enforce a mask order,
local law enforcement may go to
retail establishments and use tres-
passing laws to remove offenders,
he said.

Lt. Gov. Dan Forest, Coo-
pet’s challenger in the guberna-
torial race, said in a press release
on Twitter that the governor is
“passing the buck” and “attempt-
ing to use local governments to
punish businesses and individuals
doing what they can to survive.”

Cooper said his administra-
tion is “putting the onus on the
retail establishments to make sure
that the people who are in their
restaurant, grocery store or drug-
store ... that all of them are wear-
ing the masks.”

The call for stronger local
enforcement comes in the midst
of a spike in cases, particularly
those linked to family gatherings,
parties and religious gatherings,
Cohen said.

Under the current restric-
tions, which were set to expire
last Friday and will now contin-
ue until at least Nov. 13, social
gatherings remain capped at 25
people indoors and 50 people
outdoots.

Despite the fatigue from the
restrictions and precautions, peo-
ple must remain vigilant, Cooper
said: “T know that it is tiring and
difficult to keep up our guard,
especially when we are gathered
with people we love, but it is nec-
essary.”

New data presentation

The upward trend contrib-
utes to the state’s 250,000 report-
ed cases. More than 4,000 North

Carolinians have died since the
start of the pandemic. Data
about the virus, including rates
of infection, testing, and deaths,
is available on the Department
of Health and Human Services
COVID-19 North Carolina on-
line dashboard.

On Wednesday, Cooper an-
nounced an expansion of the
dashboard to include demo-
graphic data such as race, gender
and age of hospitalized patients.
Hospitalizations are trending up
in the state, but hospitals have
capacity, Cohen said.

“This has been a really hard
year. I understand how much
everyone wants to be with fam-
ily and friends without having
to worry about a virus,” Cohen
said. “Ignoring the virus does
not make it go away. Just the op-
posite.”
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Catchings speaks at Rotary

Rotarian Rick Siegel in-
troduced Patricia Catchings,
Trustee of

The Hudson Library
of Highlands, to the Rotary
Club of Highlands com-
bined in-person and virtual
meeting on Tuesday, Octo-
ber 13th.

Patricia oversees the |

operation of The Book-
worm, a used bookstore on
Main Street, with all rev-
enues directly supporting

and enthusiastic group of
volunteets to assist patrons
buying these myriad of
used books.

Catchings further
pointed out that

The Bookworm Sup-
plies books to

The Highlands Ca-
shiers Hospital,

The Eckerd Living
Center and REACH, as well
as to the Little Free Library
located in Kelsey Hutchin-
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Today’s Real Estate Marke.t is
a-MAZE-ing!

| can help you naviga'te It

TERESA SEAY

BROKER ASSOCIATE
(828) 421-1514

www.TeresaSeay.com
488 Main Street Highlands,
NC 28741

son Park.

The Hudson Library.

All books sold at The The Rotary Club of
Bookworm are donated by Highlands just completed
residents and recently those donations have a Grant to The Bookworm to add an addi-
increased significantly. tional Little Free Library in our Highlands

The Bookworm is currently following Community and other such Little Free Li-
all CDC and Macon County Health guide- braties for these free books are planned for
lines and is staffed entirely with a dedicated our Highlands residents. — B

Patricia Catchings

l ’ BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY
HomeServices
Meadows Mountain Realty

Tremendous Opportumty on Main Street in nghlands'

FIRST time offered...Scudders Galleries and Auctlon House!
Fabulous Main Street frontage in the heart of downtown Highlands! Large showrooms for retail, 3 apartments, loading dock, offices, storage and up-
per decks for overlooking Main Street! The possibilities are endless and the owner is offering 50% owner financing! This is a rare opportunity...own
part of Highlands with the BEST exposure and location. There is a lease in place for a jewelry store that is separate from the main building. Square

footage is 9300 according to Macon County. Call Pat Allen at 828-200-9179 to arrange a private tour.
Offered for $5,700.000. MLS 92496.

L’e{% Z)tf(,f A%ﬂ/ Luxuey

PORTFOLIO
REAL EiTﬁTE INTERNATIONAL

S REALTY GROUP
Julie Osborn Office: 828-526-8784 | Cell: 828-200-9179 Pat Allen
Realtor ® 295 Dillard Road, Highlands SFR, CLHMS

Broker-in-Charge

Broker-in-Charge . @patallenrealtygroup.com | julie@patallenrealtygroup.com
pat@patallenrealtygroup.com | julie@patallenrealtygroup. 828-200-9179

Wildcat CCC
5121 Cashiers Rd, Highlands PatAllenRealtyGroup.com
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Mountain Findings
Thrift Store

Storewide
Half Price Sale!

Last weeked!
(closing for the season Nov. 1)

Fri. & Sat. - Oct. 30 & 31
Open 10a to 4p
Cash or Check only

Masks required
432 Spruce Street ¢ Highlands

Wilbanks Smile Center
Dr. Joseph H. Wilbanks, D.D.S.

COMPLETE DENTAL CARE UNDER ONE ROOF
278 East Doyle St. » Toccoa, GA

706-886-9439 ¢ 800-884-9439

You are only 50 miles away from 40 years experiene in
top-notch, high-tech, one-stop dentistry known for its gentle touch.

¢ Dental Implants ¢ Root Canal Therapy
e SINGLE VISIT CROWNS!
e Orthodontics including Invisalign
* Wisdom Teeth Extractions
and of course ...

"‘"“-—J

— —
* Fillings and Cleanings =~ wiLBANKS SMILE,CENTER

(IV Sedation, too)
www.WilbanksSmileCenter.com

..INSURANCE continued from page 1

its Enrollment Partners of WNC,
are again offering free assistance
from Nowv. 1 — Dec. 15, helping
people in the 18-county mountain
region review their options and
sign up for ACA health insurance
for 2021.

Still the Law

With the upcoming election
and uncertainty in the Supreme
Court, there is confusion and con-
cern about ACA insurance in the
future.

Jim Barrett, Executive Di-
rector of Pisgah Legal Services,
says, “What we want folks to un-
derstand is that the ACA is still
the law. If an individual or family
needs ACA health insurance for
2021, get ready to sign up during
Open Enrollment which begins
Novw. 1st and ends Dec. 15th.”

He continues, “If they sign
up now, we have every reason to
believe — based on law and insut-
ance contracts — they will be in-
sured for 2021 as long as they pay
their premiums according to the
terms of the plans they purchase.”

Make a Free Appointment
Today

Appointments can be made
online at www.pisgahlegal.org/
aca or by calling (828) 210-3404.
For the safety of consumers, staff
and volunteers, all appointments
are currently being conducted by
phone. Depending on where you
live in WNC, some of Pisgah Le-
gal’s ACA Partners may be offer-
ing in-person appointments.

Shannon Cornelius, Pisgah
Legal’s Health Justice Program
Director, says, “We expect this
year’s ACA Open Enrollment
to be more difficult since North
Carolina is one of the only states
that has not expanded Medicaid.
We are very concerned that a sig-
nificant number of local people
are going to fall into the ‘Medicaid
Gap,” which means they do not
qualify for Medicaid, and they also
don’t qualify for tax credits that

make health insurance more af-
fordable through the ACA.”

She continues, “Before the
pandemic, more than a half a mil-
lion North Carolinians were in the
Medicaid Gap. Now add to that the
250,000 people in our state who
have lost their job-related health
insurance this year. People are suf-
fering, but this important legisla-
tion still has not been passed.”

What to do?

Cornelius says its best to ex-
plore all your options. “We strong-
ly encourage people who need
health insurance to contact Pisgah
Legal Services. Our skilled staff,
volunteers and partners can help
them understand their options, ac-
curately calculate their household
income — which may be especially
challenging during COVID-19 —
and explore additional avenues and
resources that may be available to
them.”

Financial assistance is still
available to those who qualify.
Last year, more than 90 percent of
North Carolinians who enrolled
for coverage through the Health
Insurance  Marketplace  (www.
healthcare.gov) received financial
assistance to make their plans more
affordable. Subsidies are based
on household taxable income and
may be difficult for consumers to
calculate themselves. Pisgah Legal
can help with this process and can
factor in unemployment benefits
if needed. Pisgah Legal can also
answer questions about other cov-
erage, such as COBRA, and help
people apply for Medicaid and
CHIP.

Pisgah Legal and other En-
rollment Partners of WNC pat-
ticipating organizations give local
residents free, unbiased health
insurance information and enroll-
ment assistance in the NC Health
Insurance Marketplace. These or-
ganizations include: Council on
Aging of Buncombe County, Blue
Ridge Community Health Servic-

es, Legal Aid of North Carolina,
Mountain Projects, Inc., Western
Carolina Medical Society, and

Pisgah Legal Services.
The ACA — also known as
“Obamacare” — is the law that

ensures access to quality, afford-
able health insurance on the
Health Insurance Marketplace.
With these plans, consumers are
protected and:

* Can’t be denied coverage
for a pre-existing health condi-
tion and can’t be dropped for
getting sick;

* Insurers can’t charge high-
er premiums to women; and

¢ Insurers can’t sell substan-
dard plans that don’t pay for es-
sential health care benefits.

Since 1978, nonprofit Pis-
gah Legal Services has provided
free civil legal aid to help people
with low incomes seek justice
and meet their basic needs in-
cluding preventing homeless-
ness, stopping domestic violence
and securing health care. Pisgah
Legal Services provides a broad
array of free, civil legal services
in 11 WNC counties, and offers
immigration law services in 18
counties. Last year PLS served
more than 18,000 people across
the mountain region.

PLS has offices in Asheville,
Burnsville, Brevard, Henderson-
ville, Marshall, and Rutherford-
ton and will be opening a High-
lands/Cashiers office in the near
future. Pisgah Legal has 32 attor-
neys on staff and relies heavily
on the pro bono legal services
of more than 300 volunteer at-
torneys.

Pisgah Legal Services con-
tinues to serve clients during the
COVID-19 outbreak. For more
information, visit www.pisgahle-
gal.org to apply for help online
or make a gift in support of this
important work.
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Breast Cancer Awareness Month Offers Opportunity to
Celebrate Advances in Treatment and Look Ahead to
Enhanced Screening Options Coming to
Highlands-Cashiers Hospital

ness Month, it’s important to focus

on prevention and treatment of this
disease that, sadly, still affects one in every
eight women. The news surrounding breast
cancer is promising however, as compared
to the grim statistics of decades ago.

I will remind everyone that COVID-19
is not a reason to postpone or skip your
mammogram. Every virus safety precau-
tion, from screening every patient and team
member who enters our building and re-
quiring universal masking, to meticulously

: ; ince October is Breast Cancer Aware-

-
)

5

community hospitals simply don’t enjoy ben-
efits like this.

We must also remember that a critical
aspect of breast cancer imaging comes down
to the quality of the X-rays being acquired
and who is reading the X-rays, the radiolo-
gist. 'm proud to highlight the fact that we
have earned the very meaningful accreditation
from the American College of Radiologists
for our mammography. This means that our
radiologists are reading X-rays that meet their
high standard for quality. Additionally, we also
have access through our relationship with

cleaning our facility with greater frequency, Tom Neal Mission Health to board certified radiologists
has been instituted here so you’re safe when CEO/CNO who have fellowship training in breast imag-
you come for care. H-C Hospital ing. I cannot overemphasize the importance

Not only do more than 90 percent of
women who are diagnosed with breast cancer survive to
the important five-year post-diagnosis milestone, our ap-
proach to treatment is far more patient-centered than it
was even 30 years ago. Women who undergo treatment
for breast cancer are advised about lifestyle practices that
can enhance their comfort during treatment and support
their survival, such as sound nutrition and making physical
exercise a daily part of life. In addition to traditional che-
motherapy, which has certain harsh side effects, the devel-
opment of targeted therapies that spare healthy cells has
advanced significantly, as has the ability for us to customize
treatments for multiples types of breast cancer that are fu-
eled by different agents.

In my September column I referred to the new 3D
mammography project were getting underway here at
Highlands-Cashiers Hospital (HCH). I'm excited to be
working with contactors on construction plans for a space
that will be state-of-the art in the medical technology it
holds, as well as how it’s designed for patient comfort and
care expediency.

The fact that we’ll be equipped with 3D breast tomo-
synthesis capabilities means that in addition to standard
mammography, which is recommended for most wom-
en, we'll be able to offer this important complementary
screening option that is especially critical for women with
dense breasts.

Breast tissue is made up of different ratios of fatty
and glandular (related to milk production) tissue. Glandu-
lar tissue is more challenging for radiologists to interpret,
whereas fatty tissue is easier to read. A woman’s tissue dis-
tribution can change over her lifetime as well, so the 3D
mammogram option will be a key screening we can offer
to our community members so they can stay close to home
for care.

HCH and our community are the beneficiaries of
these upgrades thanks to the fact that we’re part of the
larger HCA Healthcare/Mission Health system. Most

of these two elements as essential to early de-
tection of breast cancer.

In addition to being diligent about getting breast can-
cer screening, we know that performing breast self-exams
is an important preventative practice that enables women to
find an abnormality or lump early. We have also learned that
the earlier breast cancer is found, the better the chances a
woman has for a full recovery, and that the likelihood of
needing adjuvant treatment (chemotherapy, radiation, immu-
notherapy, etc.) is reduced. In partnership with their physi-
cians, women can make an impact on lowering their breast
cancer risk now more than ever.

Take good cate of yourself and remember to put your
mammogram at the top of your “to do” list each year. Know
also that HCH is here to provide breast cancer services, edu-
cation, and support.

In closing, I want to remind you to stay safe. COVID-19
continues to be present, and it is important that we continue
to practice social distancing, wearing a mask and washing
our hands.

I also want to make you aware of our Insurance As-
sistance Hotline, which offers help for those struggling with
being uninsured during the pandemic. Our trained profes-
sionals are there to assist those who need help applying for
emergency medical coverage, from COBRA insurance to
Medicaid. You can contact them Monday through Friday
from 8am to 6pm at (833) 541-5757.

* Tom Neal, RN, MBA, MH.A, s the Chief Executive Officer
and Chief Nursing Officer (CINO) of Highlands-Cashiers Hospital.
Neal is a proven leader with more than 30 years of progressive health-
care experience. Prior to bis role at Highlands-Cashiers Hospital, he
held the position of Chief Executive Officer of Community Health
Systems (CHS) and served as Chief Executive Officer of both Ber-
wick Hospital Center in Berwick, Pennsylvania, and Greenbrier Val-
ley Medical Center, Ronceverte, West Virginia. Tom has an MBA
Sfrom the University of Louisville, MH.A from the California College
of Health Sciences, BSN from Regents College of New York and an
ADN from Jefferson Community College.
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LUXURY

COLLECTION

BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY

HomeServices

Meadows Mountain Realty

TIME TO SELL?
READY TO BUY?
LET’S CHAT!

“As a full time real estate professional,
| feel fortunate to live, work, and play
in an area that is one of the most
sought after destinations in the
southeast. The quality of life here is
truly wonderful!”

MOUNTAIN PROPERTY IS IN DEMAND
DON’T MISS OUT
CALL ME TO LEARN MORE

MARY S. ABRANYI

RESIDENTIAL BROKER
(828) 226-9818 | mary@bhhsmmr.com
www.mountainhomesandlifestyles.com
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Leaf Looking & Shopping Through Highlands!

S. 4th Street

343A Main st
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FEATURING:
Perfect Gifts for
Groomsmen, Dads,
Moms, Grandparents
and Hostesses

366 MAIN STREET | HIGHLANDS NC | 828-482-1414

516-4473 366MAINSTREET.COM
d d E TRAVELON.
WE MARE GREAT SHOES

For Men & Women

338 Main St.
526-4777

BAGS‘ on
MAIN

Next to The Toy Store
Main St. * 828-526-9415

(828)421-3546
361 Main St ¢ Highlands
(Next to Annaware)




Old Eavorites

New ﬂrrivals!
magnolia pearl

Lwo

SURROUND YOURSE lF IN 50FTRESS

eva /arrc

HUE !

326 Main St.
828-482-4375

Lot Ble

All the sumptuous stylish brands you love!

the boutique

Masks by

JOHNNY WAS

Wi [

SAMTA MONICA

Q@ XCVI

Order online at www.

facebook.com/LuluBleuNC
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CHOCOLATE

Open Monday to Satorday
1am to Spm

Come Dress
for Fall!

* Free People e
THML e Michael
Stars ¢Z Supply

« Jeans by:
@ * Joes
Ve «AG
e Citizens

s Hudson
e Mother

Visit our Upstairs
Shoe Boutique

355 Main Street
(in The Galax Theatre)
526-4660

THE MOLLY GRACE

S

Shop
The Molly Grace!
Fall clothes have arrived.
Fall & Holiday Candles,
too!

(828) 526-8390
207 N 4th St, Highland

We Buy Gold,
Silver, and
Estate Jewelry

Estate Jewelers
of Highlands

828-526-1960
ejofhighlands@gmail.com

360 Main St, Highlands

Come Find the
Perfect Fall

Sweater!

A Highlands tradition since 1940
Our 79th season on Main Street
Monday-Saturday
828-526-3160
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Peoce of Mind In The Mouniains

Peace of Mind in the Mountains
HomeWatch and Home Maintenance Services for

Seasonal/Absentee Homeowners.
Proudiy semnving the communities of Franklin, Lake Nantahala,
Highlands, Cashiers and Lake Glenville

Loretta Peake Newton still believes
that personal care and attention to

- "‘
h your property is what you want.
‘1 )/q%

828-421-4744
MountainHomeMinders@gmail.com

MountainHomeMinders.com

CHEFS IN THE HOUSE

THE FARM AT
OLD EDWARDS

Saturday, November 14

Limited Spots Available
For Dinner Tickets,
Call 828.787.2635
or 828.787.2916

SUE
' ZEMANICK

of Zasu

OldEdwardsHospitality.com/
SueZemanick
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Staging a Home: Where Should You Focus?

sure” of preparing to list

my home for sale. My
home was under contract
within 30 days and we then
went through the selling pro-
cess. I have been living in this
home for 22 years and had
no idea how difficult it would
be to eliminate things, stage
the house and showing it 25
times within 30 days. I have
been a full-time Realtor for
48 years and I now remem-

Irecently had the “plea-

take note of window treat-
ments, making sure that
natural light can come into
the room. It is not unusual
for homeowners today to
see no window treatments/
drapes, etc, except for pri-
vacy window treatments
that are almost hidden when
they are raised.

Other rooms such as
bedcrooms, family
rooms, sitting rooms.

Although these are not

: Lynn Kimball h
ber and fully appreciate what 828-421-8193 the most important rooms
sellers need to go through to Lynn@bhhsmmr.com in a home to be staged, it
prepare for selling, is still recommended to de-
Before eliminating clutter, thoroughly cleaned,

things, you may want to start with looking
at what you have and what you might use in
the staging process. When it comes to stag-
ing a home, where should you focus? It is a
good question, especially if you are taking
on the task yourself. A professional staging
company can set a home up with ease but
an individual homeowner may have a tough
time with this. Knowing what to do and
where to focus is essential when preparing
a home for sale.
Staging Basics

The basic elements of staging require
cleaning and decluttering all the rooms in a
home. Potential buyers want to see a clean
home and at the same time not be ovet-
whelmed by too many things. This means
packing away personal mementos, remov-
ing knick-knacks and clutter from counters,
and keeping photos to a minimum. With
the new contemporary designs, less is more.
With more traditional homes, you will still
want to declutter, but leave a few things
that make it look homey. These steps are
the foundation of staging. However, under-
standing what rooms make the most impact
and arranging them to look their best is the
next step in the process.

What are the most important rooms?

Sellers should focus on the living room,
kitchen and outdoot covered decks and/or
porches when listing a home for sale. The
living room, kitchen and outdoor living areas
are a home’s main gathering spots. This is
where families relax and where entertaining
takes place. It is also the room where staging
has the best and most fruitful impact. Once
the room is clean and decluttered, consider
moving furniture around to maximize space
and showcase how it can be used. Consider
how a family could gather and converse the
best while seated. It is also important to

look at placement of furnishings and re-
move pieces of furniture that are not used
and take up too much space.
Staging garages and laundry rooms

Staging a garage should not be over-
looked when preparing a home to sell. A
garage is a place to park a car but it is also
much more. As a result, the more useful a
garage can be, the better. Make sure you
get your garage looking its best prior to the
first showing,

Staging a garage

While the garage may not be the clean-
est room in a home this does not mean that
it cannot be cleaned. Furthermore, just like
staging any room in a home the garage
should be decluttered and organized. If
there is room for shelving and/or cabinets
then they should be installed. Likewise, if
you have bicycles, golf clubs, kayaks, fish-
ing rods, and the like, they should be stored
in a way that showcases just how much
storage your garage has.

Work areas hold appeal

If there is space for a workbench and
a tool area it should be highlighted. Wheth-
er there is room to build, space to fix, or
equipment for changing the oil on a car, the
more useful a workspace is the better. Ev-
ery buyer is looking or something different
in a home and your garage might be just
what attracts someone to your home.

Laundry rooms are also important

They can be a catch-all for cleaning
products, clean and dirty laundry, mops,
brooms, etc. While living in a home it
makes sense to use a laundry room for
these reasons and more. However, when
it comes to staging it is best to de-clutter,
make it clean and to give the potential buy-
er a nice feeling and not of drudgery and

o See INVESTING page 20
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MLS# 93237 | $2,757,000 | 6 BEDROOMS | 6.5 BATHS

This beautiful Highlands home is sited on Lake Ravenel within prestigious Cullasaja
Club. A picture of good taste and style, it has a gazebo and private dock, and is
surrounded by the most enchanting scenery of gardens, trails, and babbling water
features. The home has captivating views and was designed for entertaining. A
two-story living room has a loor-to-ceiling stone ireplace, a built-in bookcase,
and a wall of glass that opens to a covered deck. The kitchen adjoins the dining
area and boasts rich cabinetry, granite countertops, and stainless-steel appliances.
An intimate master suite has a stunning bath plus a deck with hot tub. Five guest
bedrooms make hosting easy. A large wraparound deck, complete with stone ire-
place, overlooks the garden, water features, and gazebo. With 350’ of lake front-
age on Lake Ravenel, this private retreat has many options for enjoyment.

LUXURY
JUDY MICHAUD & MITZI RAUERS C oLLJL EléJT ION

Judy: (828) 371-0730 | Mitzi: (404) 218-9123
MeadowsMountainRealty.com

488 Main Street, Highlands, NC .
e Ll L ° Meadows Mountain Realty

BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY

HomeServices
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e THE PAST & THE PRESENT®

funny thing happened on the way
Ato the most consequential elec-

tion in modern American history,
an October surprise. Donald Trump lost
the first Presidential debate to Joe Biden,
offended many in the process, and then
contracted Covid-19 and briefly if crucially
was taken off the campaign trail. The ob-
vious outcome of all this and more is the
blindingly apparent conclusion that Don-
ald Trump won’t be reelected.

Moreover, it seems increasingly likely
that Republicans will lose both houses
of Congtess and also the Presidency in
November. Even attempts to preempt a
Democratic victory by declaring the elec-
tion rigged seem doomed to failure. Yet
here’s the surprise. Anticipating defeat, al-
most all die-hard Republicans and forever
Trumpers now have a different line of at-
tack. It’s now all about the courts.

Largely absent are futile attempts to
label the Biden’s as a “crime family,” Joe
Biden as a sexual predator, corrupt politi-
cian, or demented, sleepy old man, weak
on crime and law enforcement, or “not
qualified” to be President. Even dire warn-

It's the Courts, Stupid!

ings about socialism and “the
radical left” seem less reso-
nant. Although Fox-like echo
chambers, Rush Limbaugh-
style radio shock jocks, and
end-of-the-wotld  conspiracy
theorists like Glenn Beck
forever will find socialists
and “radical leftists,” really
one word to them, rampant
among Democrats, Joe Biden
likely will be elected not by
a growing progressive wing
but by millions of conser-
vative-leaning voters, many
of whom will have defected
from Republicans.

Yes, right-wing Republicans who dwell
in these isolated information colonies will
still parrot these Trumped-up charges but
with increasingly lesser effect. Biden Re-
publicans allied with centrist Democrats will
carry this election, then probably embrace a
moderate agenda, one built around health
care, voting rights, restoring environmental
safeguards, and depoliticizing law enforce-
ment. All defeated Republicans then will be

Chestnut Hill,

a residential retirement community on a quiet

mountain top in Highlands, NC, has spacious

Independent and Assisted Living Apartments.
It is a full-service, Medicaid Certified community.

For further information call Linda Tiffany at
828-526-5251 Or 904-514-4896
www.chestnuthillofhighlands.com

Milton Ready

able to do is once again be-
come an oppositional party as
they did in the Obama admin-
istration after the Democratic
landslide of 2008. In this, too,
their influence likely will be
lessened.

Anticipating an ominous,
even oracular defeat and fear-
ful of losing their status as a
major political party, Republi-
cans have pivoted to two bun-
ker issues, the Constitution
and the courts, patticularly the
Supreme Court. Thus you will
hear endless cries of “pack-
ing the Courts,” in itself an admission of
defeat, of protecting the “original Constitu-
tion,” one Republicans have never followed
only masked themselves in, and of protect-
ing governmental checks and balances, again
an abuse Trump Republicans know much
about. Now have you heard the one about
the originalist, the activist, and the contex-
tualist who went into a jurisdictional bar in
Washington?

For example, what if President Biden
used executive orders to expand his pow-
ers as Trump did? Only the courts could
stop him. Or if Chuck Schumer becomes
majority leader of the Senate and behaves

like Mitch McConnell to pack the courts?
Only the Supreme Court could stop him.
And if “that woman,” Nancy Pelosi, passed
laws that protected Roe vs. Wade, got rid of
the Hyde Amendment, moved to expand
and protect voting rights, legislated an im-
proved Obamacare plan, and reformed tax
laws so that they were more equitable? Only
the courts could stop her. Correspondingly,
Amy Coney Barrett’s hurried nomination
and appointment to the Supreme Court,
another ambush by Mitch McConnell, in-
sures the survival of the Republican Party
and of its agenda, both now threatened by
this election.

Thus, while the courts, now packed
with conservative judges, hold off anticipat-
ed Democratic attempts to overturn Repub-
lican initiatives, the Party then would have
time to rid itself of Trump’s amateurish
right-wing acolytes, pseudo-conservatives,
regroup, consolidate its grass roots strength
in state legislatures, and return to main-
stream Republican principles of free trade,
reducing the deficit, of a strong military,
and of rejoining international alliances and
associations.

That’s really what this election is about,
the future of the Republican Party and the
dissolution of the modern two-party sys-
tem.

.INVESTING continued from page 18

hard work.

Keep in mind that you still need to
LIVE in the home until it sells. Many of
these suggestions are easier for some than
others. It all depends on the way we live. Re-
member though that this should last only a
little while until you sell. In this current real
estate market in the Highlands-Cashiers Pla-
teaus and surrounding mountain towns is
booming like never before, so the best you
can do with staging will make the difference
of how quickly you might sell.

* Lynn Kimball has over 48 years of real
estate experience, with over 35 years serving
the Highlands Cashiers area. She has gained
Emeritus Status with the National Associa-

tion of Realtors and previously served as a
Director and Vice President for the High-
lands Cashiers Board of Realtors. Whether
you are interested in searching properties
or comprehensive information about our
area, you are invited to visit her user friend-
ly website at wwwsighatureproperties-nc.
com. Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices
Meadows Mountain Realty has three loca-
tions: 488 Main Street in Highlands, 132
Hwy 107S in Cashiers or visit Lynn at her
2334 Cashiers Road location in Highlands
across from Highlands Falls Country Club.
Lynn Kimball may be reached at 828-421-
8193 ot by email at Lynn@bhhsmmt.com

Advertising in Highlands Newspaper and online at
www.highlandsinfo.com WORKS.
For information, call 828-200-1371 or email:
highlandseditor@aol.com
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Wonderful flat lot and walk to towi

with this 3 bedroom, 2 bath home
with a 2 car garage, wood floors,
heated tile master bath, generator.
Lush rhododendron in back and
sides for privacy. Oil furnace with
wood stove backup. Offered at
$699,000. mls #94369

This highly unique property con-
sists of over 90 acres of rolling land,
flanked partially on one side by USFS
land. The property has about 27
acres of open pasture with the addi-
tional acreage wooded with streams
and flanks the Chatooga River on
a stretch of whitewater. The main
house features 3 bedrooms, 2.5
baths with wormy chestnut floors
and painted paneling, huge stone
fireplace in the living room, and
gourmet kitchen. Guest or caretak-
ers house is ready for some renova-
tion but has good bones. Offered at
$4,500,000. mls #94082

g el a i ]
This cute cottage is close to down-
town Highlands off the Dillard Road.
Sits on over an acre of wooded land
overlooking a stream and waterfall.
The living and dining room has vault-
ed ceilings, hardwood floors and
stone fireplace. The glass enclosed
porch includes a sitting room and
bookcases. The master bedrooms
are private with views of the woods
and stream. Offered at $499,000.
mls #95003

Home features a cathedral living
room with stone fireplace that en-
joys a great mountain view, a dining
room with stone fireplace, upgraded
kitchen with granite and appliances.
a wow screened porch. 3 bedrooms
3 baths, the baster is huge and the
bath has a whirlpool tub and shower.
storage garage and a | bedroom |
bath guest house with wormy chest-
nut paneling. Flat usable yard and a
gathering area with firepit. Offered
at $1,375,000. mls #94975

s L - R

BN
This home is in perfect condition
and features a charming, open plan
with heart of pine floors and loads of
glass to bring the outside in. 3 bed-
rooms, 3 baths, plenty of parking and
a lovely porch. Fully renovated with
a lovely fireplace and an almost new
roof. Walking distance to town and
affordable. Offered at $625,000. mls
#95097

¥

]

Wonderful long range mountain
views from home on 4.74 private
acres. Open concept layout. Beautiful
wood floors, cathedral ceilings, gor-
geous stacked stone fireplaces from
floor to ceiling on each level. Full
house generator. Double attached
garage with plenty workspace and
storage.Wrap around covered deck.
Handicapped accessible. Offered at
$925,000. mls #95026

Highrocks features gated access
to a large private 3.6 acre lot with
stunning views of Whiteside, and the
valley vistas beyond. The house fea-
tures multiple stone fireplaces, wa-
ter features, a custom kitchen, main
level has living room, dining area,
master bedroom, a Carolina room
with fireplace that is accessed off
of the kitchen. Antique wood floors,
updated baths, lower level has guest
quarters with media room and wine
cellar. Large 2 car carport with guest
efficiency above. A network of trails
explore the landscaped grounds. Of-
fered at $3,999,000. mls #93220

The view will knock you over with 4
building sites with the same view. It
has a very nice 2 bedroom modular
home on one lot and a rustic cabin.
This property joins National Forest
with views of GA, SC and NC.Roads
are cut to each lot and gates are in
place. A deep well and spring and
underground power and phone lines
are in place. Offered at $795,000.
mls #81838.

Wonderful views and over 4 acres of
privacy with this charming mountain
cottage. Main floor master with bath.
2 bedrooms upstairs with shared
bath. Huge deck to enjoy the layered
mountain view. Offered at $350,000.
mls #92120

2,700 SF+- Commercial building lo-
cated near Highlands Falls Country
Club. Great exposure and wonderful
setting overlooks a bold creek and
room for dwelling or addition. Of-
fered at $575,000. mls #92946

Great looking home on |1.54+/- acre
with stream running through front
yard. All rooms are large with lots
of glass. Open living, dining, kitchen
have Cathedral ceilings. This is a
quality home, build to last. Under-
ground power, full house generator,
gas HWH, gas furnace, central alc,
sound system, video security system,
2 fireplaces and plenty of storage.
USFS lands steps from the back door
Driveway is paved and spacious. Easy
parking, turn around. Less then four
miles to middle of Main St. Offered at
$525,000. mls #95077

This beautiful, quiet parcel is 36-
39+/- unrestricted acres backed
by USFS. All of it above 4,000 ft. In-
cludes a 3 bedroom, 3 bath solidly
built home and a pretty pond. Living
area/great room/loft layout with lots
of glass. Old road bed on property
provides walking access through
land up Shortoff Mountain to USFS
lands. Offered at $!,700,000. mls
#93768
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Apple Mountain Shoppes is invest-
ment property that doesn’t fade
away in these volatile times. Great
high traffic location on Highway 64
near all of the Country Clubs and
the Briar Patch Shop is this great
complex for you to own and op-
erate or just rent out for a steady
income. Offered at $1,199,000. mls
#92678

Come see this completely reno-
vated cottage on .85 acres with
Big Creek running in the back yard
off the deck.Vaulted ceilings, wood
floors, lots of privacy with all the
living on the main level. Fire pit,
carport and workshop. Offered at
$$475,000. mls # 95095.

Investment Property! This little cot-
tage shines! New upgrades from top
to bottom! Offered fully furnished.
Airbnb income $4000-$6000/mo.
Attention to every detail has been
made so all you have to do is move
right in! Seldom do these cute cot-
tages come on the market. Classed
as Commercial/Residential. Offered
at $390,000. mls #95070



Page 22 - Highlands Newspaper - Thurs., Oct. 29,2020 - 828-200-1371

Work begins on Highlands’ state mandated Comprehensive Plan

For years the town has talked
about developing a Comprehen-
sive Plan. Now that the state has
ordered one on the books by July
1, 2022, the crunch is on.

Planning done town and
countywide over the years hasn’t
been in vain — those documents
will be used as a jumping off
place in the development of the
Comprehensive Plan. Reference
materials include the town’s Plan-
ning Department website; the
2005 TLand Use Plan; the 2010
Parking Study Recommenda-
tions, the 2012 Macon County
Comprehensive  Transportation
Plan and the 2005 Macon County
Recreation Master Plan.

A few months back, the
town hired Stewart, Inc., to over-
see the process of putting a com-
prehensive plan for the growth
of Highlands together. It will
entail incorporating plans already
in place as well as eliciting input
from stakeholders and citizens in
the community.

Last Wednesday and Thurs-
day, Stewart, Inc. met with six

stakeholdet/steeting  committee
groups categorized by type with a
Town of Highlands Commission-
er assigned to each group and then
held a public input program at the
Community Building for citizens.

The  Stakeholder/Steering
committee groups were:

Group 1 — Parks, Recreation,
Conservations, and Environmen-
tal Groups. Members were Lester
Norris, Matt Canter, Gary Wein,
Chris Wilkes, Jim Tate, Ellie Ho-
gan, Jim Costa, Robin Tindall, and
Commissioner Amy Patterson

Group 2 -- Schools and
Boards, MC School System, Pri-
vate School Representative, Medi-
cal Rep, and the Highlands Plan-
ning Board. Members were Joe
Allen, Sarah Holbrooks, Brian Jet-
ter, Ronnie Beale, Rick Trevathan,
and Tom Neal.

Group 3 — Developets, Build-
ets, Realtors, Appraisers, Hotels/
Accommodations, ILand Plan-
ners, Engineers, and Surveyor.
Members were John Underwood,
David Bee, Sabrina Hawkins, Jeff
Weller, David Bock, Stuart Foster,

Ready for Winter?

The Firewood Company

Let’s Stay Home and Build A Fire!
Delivered, Stacked & Ready to Burn!

828.200.3050
bobhenritze@gmail.com

Participants at last Thursdays public input meeting afixed sticky notes to the map to designate what they wanted
Keep, Create or Toss regarding Highlands. Blue notes (Keep) said: Greenway Trails, Provide greenery, Green space
and Protect water supply. Yellow notes (Create) said more Community gardens, Exclusively pedestrian downtown
district, Ecological, economical transit, Sidewalk needed to Post Office and to the Lodge, a Unified Pedestrian Plan

and Pink notes (Toss) said Parking on Main Street and Exotic Invasives.

and Commissioner John Dotson

Group 4 -- Transportation,
Utilities, and Town Staff. Mem-
bers were Brian Burch, Josh Ward,
Lamar Nix, Michael Mathis, Sonya
Carpenter, and Commissioner
Donnie Calloway.

Group 5 — Business Groups,
Economic  Development, the
Chamber, and Downtown Prop-
erty Owners. Members were Tom-
my Jenkins, David Young, Richard
Delany, Wolfgang Green, Ashley
Clark, Betty Holt, Kaye McHan,
Debbie Bock, and Commissioner
Brian Stiehler

Group 6 — Neighborhood/
Unincorporated Community
Leaders, Citizen Boards, HOAs,
Churches, and Historic Represen-
tatives. Members were Dave Latta,
Marot Teed, Bill Stiefel, Randy Lu-
cas, Ran Shaffner, Andrea Smith,
Ric Siegel, Kay Craig, and Com-
missioner Marc Hehn.

Unfortunately, the public
input program for citizens was
poortly attended but Town Man-
ager Josh Ward said he was “very
pleased with the Stakeholdetr/
Steering  committee  meetings
turnout and participation.”

Those who did attend the

public input program at the Com-
munity Building last Thursday
were presented with a huge map
of the Town of Highlands. Us-
ing blue, yellow and pink sticky
notes, participants were asked to
designate things they wanted to
keep (What should stay? What do
you love? What adds value to the
community?), create (What do we
need more of? What would you
add or make?), or toss (What don’t
you like? What causes problems or
should be gotten rid of?), regard-
ing Highlands.

Why the need for a Com-
prehensive Plan?

The State Legislature adopted
amendments to the General Stat-
ues in July of 2019, which created
a new Chapter 160D. The reason-
ing was to consolidate county and
municipal land use standards of
Chapters 153A (county) & 160A
(municipal) into a new Chapter
160D. Chapter 160D, requires all
counties and municipalities to up-
date their unified development or-
dinances and comprehensive plans
by July 1, 2022, in order to comply
with the standards.

A Comprehensive Plan is
used as a guide for future direction

— Photo by Kim Lewicki

and growth for a county or mu-
nicipality. Highlands has always
had a Land Use Plan, but not a
Comprehensive Plan. A Compre-
hensive Plan includes not only
land use, but all other aspects of
county or municipal government,
said Ward.

Stewart, Inc. has laid out a
four-phased process.

Phase 1 was project initiation
which is when the town OK’d the
project and the hiring of Stewart,
Inc. That took place late Sum-
mer of 2020; Phase 2 is taking
place now, the fall and winter of
2020 and involves analysis and
visioning; Phase 3 will be winter
2020 through spring 2021 during
which the Comprehensive Plan
will be developed and Phase 4 will
involve the phasing in of the plan
and its adoption spring and sum-
mer of 2021.

The Community Plan will
function as the official compre-
hensive plan for the Town of
Highlands and will be a tool used
for guiding the growth, redevel-
opment, preservation, public im-
provements and other priorities
of the town. The plan will con-

o See COMP PLAN page 23
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 INK PENN ®

teries talk to their owner, It will come

as no surprise to my readers that I
love cats and dogs. What may surprise you
is how many folks out there enjoy books
where the animals talk. Several readers
who have written reviews of my cozy mys-
tery series have mentioned they weren’t
sure they’d like a book with talking animals
but were pleasantly surprised at how natu-
ral it seemed. Readers often say Dickens &
Christie say the things they imagine their
animals would. Naturally, I love hearing
that.

S ince the cat and dog in my cozy mys-

One reader went in search of other
books where the animals speak and found
“Love Saves the Day” by Gwen Cooper.
When she told me how much she enjoyed
it, I had to read it too. What a sweet book.
It’s not a mystery, except in the way that all

A book for Cat Lovers

books are a mystery of sorts—a
mystery about how a family will
solve a problem or how a ro-
mance will work out.

Prudence, the cat in “TLove
Saves the Day,” talks to her pet
parents but they hear only me-
ows and a funny growl here and &
there—no words. We, the read-
ers, have the privilege of hearing
what Prudence thinks. Alternate
chapters in the book are written
by this sweet cat rescued from
the mean streets of New York City.

The blutb on the back cover invites
you to learn Prudence’s story. “When five-
week-old Prudence meets 2 woman named
Sarah in a deserted construction site on
Manhattan’s Lower East Side, she knows
she’s found the human she was meant to

..COMP PLAN continued from page 22

tain a refined vision for the town and goals,
policies and strategies to manage growth,
reinforce its identity and character and pro-
vide high quality public facilities and ser-
vices for all citizens.

Through a public process, Stewart,
Inc. will develop a shared vision and goals
for the future. The last Land Use Plan up-
date was completed in 2005, and much has
changed. This update will provide an op-
portunity for residents and stakeholders
to look back and review progress that has
been made. Those involved will then be
able to think forward to weigh in on the
priorities and vision for our town, explains
Stewart, Inc. on the Highlands community
plan website.

The Community Plan impacts many
facets of life: where people live, work and
play, how they get around, the character of
the town, conservation and environmental
protection efforts, parks, housing, future
businesses and more. A good plan requites
a lot of public feedback from the commu-
nity.

Stewart, Inc. asks that the citizenry
get involve by filling out the survey and at-
tending public input meetings whether in-
person or virtual.

According to Jake Petrosky, project
manager with Stewart, Inc., in addition to
numerous public engagement opportuni-

ties, there is a core project team that will be
leading the Highlands Community Plan ef-
fort. This project team includes Highlands
town staff, consultants, and a Steering Com-
mittee. Periodically throughout the process,
the project team will be engaging with com-

it < S
Kathy Manos Penn

] adopt. For three years their lives
are filled with laughter, tuna, cat-
naps, music, and the unchanging
routines Prudence craves. Then
one day Sarah doesnt come
home. From Prudence’s perch
on the windowsill, she sees Lau-
ra, the daughter who hardly ever
comes to visit Sarah, arrive with
her new husband. They’re carry-
ing boxes. Before they even get
to the front door, Prudence re-
alizes that her life has changed
forever.”

Hearing her describe the vacuum clean-
er as a cat-secking monster or explain how
she’s comforted by clothing that smells like
her pet parent are moments with Prudence
that make you laugh and cry. If you don’t
already own a cat, you may find yourself

munity stakeholders, and town governing
bodies and commissions.

Citizens are encouraged to go to Www.
highlandscommunityplan.com to fill out
a survey to let their view be known and to
attend the The Highlands Community Plan

yearning for one after reading this book.

It’s a story that stays with you, and be-
cause of that I found the author on Ama-
zon and discovered she’s written several
books about cats, a few of them nonfic-
tion. Her first book “Homer’s Odyssey”
is about a blind three-week-old kitten she
adopted. Somehow, I think I'll have to get
that one too.

* Award-winning author Kathy Ma-
nos Penn is a Georgia resident. Find her
cozy mysteries on Amazon. Locally, “Lord
Banjo the Royal Pooch” is available at
Highlands Mountain Paws. Contact her at
inkpenn119@gmail.com, and follow her
on Facebook, www.facebook.com/Kathy-
ManosPennAuthor/.

Survey & Virtual Meeting set for Nov. 5,
5:30-6:30 p.m. Connection info will be on
the website at www.highlandscommunity-
plan.com/get-involved.

— Kim Lewicki

| love it when she discovers
a new cozy series [
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..LETTERS continued from page 5

is 9 PM in Highlands, North Carolina, it is 6 PM in California. That seems to work OK.
Peggy Boquist, wife and legislative assistant for state senator Brian Boquist, who sup-
ports a bill to lock in daylight saving year-round, said “Changing the time on our clocks
twice a year does only one good thing, in my humble opinion: It reminds me to change the
batteries in my smoke alarms.”
Personally, I don’t really care. Just don’t make me change all my clocks twice a year.

Kenny Youmans
ﬂmerica is

hurting, divided
and on the brink
of chaos.

It didn't have
to be this way.

Honesty, dignity,
social justice,
ompassion
d science
still matter.

"vote matters.

Paid for by L. Barrow and C. Neely
Not sponsored by any candidate or candidate’s committee

Jury trials set to resume across 43rd
Prosecutorial District

After months of delay, jury trials re-
sume on a limited basis next week in the
43rd Prosecutorial District, made up of
the state’s seven westernmost counties and
overseen by District Attorney Ashley Horn-
sby Welch.

The first jury trials in the district start
Monday in Haywood County.

In March, Chief Justice Cheri Beasley
ordered a statewide halt to jury trials to help
combat coronavirus spread. She extended
the restriction through Oct. 15.

Though jury trials have not taken place,
North Carolina’s judicial system has contin-
ued its day-to-day functions, such as accept-
ing pleas, holding traffic court and granting
protections to victims of domestic violence.

In anticipation of the gradual resump-
tion of jury trials, Chief Justice Beasley di-
rected senior resident superior court judges,
in consultation with local officials, to craft
court safety plans. The state’s Administra-
tive Office of the Courts and the public
health director for each county reviewed
and approved all safety measures.

The 43rd Prosecutorial District has
two senior resident judges: Bradley B. Letts
oversees 30B, made up of Haywood and
Jackson counties; Bill Coward oversees 30A,
made up of Macon, Clay, Cherokee, Gra-
ham and Swain counties.

The judges retain discretion to suspend
jury trials in their counties in connection
with COVID-19, based on local needs and
conditions.

In this prosecutorial district, precau-
tions in court include:

* Requiring face masks or shields.

* Separating summoned jurors 6- to 10-
feet apart.

* Maintaining proper social distancing
during breaks and deliberations.

* Limiting seating for spectators to des-

ignated spaces and holding one seat open
for the press.

* Presenting exhibits to the jury elec-
tronically or in a collective fashion; no paper
distribution is allowed.

* Providing COVID-19 medical screen-
ings of jurors, court personnel, attorneys
witnesses and other involved parties.

* Restricting county court sessions to
one week only.

* Finding substitute sites for court if a
particular county’s courtroom is too small to
maintain social distancing,

Haywood County has adequately sized
courtrooms, as well as a jury assembly room
that provides still more space, Assistant Dis-
trict Attorney Jeff Jones said.

Jurors will be seated in both the juror
box and in the audience area of the court-
room, providing 6- to 10-foot distancing;
additionally, the courtrooms have been re-
figured with safety in mind.

The one-week restriction for jury trials
has shaped the types of cases that can be
heard.

“Those selected for trial are factually
brief and do not require a large number of
witnesses,” Jones said.

After Haywood’s session, Jackson and
Clay counties are scheduled to hold jury tri-
als for one week each, beginning Monday,
Now. 2.

Assistant  District  Attorney  John
Hindsman Jr. said Clay County has adequate
space for court proceedings, but jury selec-
tion will move from the courthouse to the
recteation center/gym.

Haywood County has a second session
for jury trials beginning the week of Now.
9. Cherokee County will hold jury trials the
week of Now. 16, in the usual venue.

Macon, Swain and Graham counties
start jury trials in the new year.

Nestled gourds on Main Street
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EALTH DEPT. NEWS @

Animal Services Limiting
Services Until
November 2nd, 2020

Due to COVID-19 cases within Macon County
Animal Services and in preparation to continue essential
service delivery at Macon County Public Health, Macon
County Animal Services (a section within Macon County
Public Health) will be limiting services until at least No-
vember 2nd, 2020.

Macon County Animal Services will continue to pro-
vide essential services including conducting bite investi-
gations and caring for and treating animals in their care.
Macon County Animal Service’s lobby will be closed to
the public.

Animal surrenders, adoptions, picking up stray ani-
mals, and responding to nuisance calls will be discontinued
until November 2nd, 2020.

Those who are looking to adopt or re-home animals
are encouraged to reach out to Appalachian Animal Rescue
Center should they need these services. These measures
are to ensure the safety of our staff, shelter volunteers, and
the community.

The entire state of North Carolina is under a “Safer
at Home” executive order, currently under phase 3 with
masks required to be worn when social distancing cannot
be maintained. Older adults and people of any age who
have serious underlying medical conditions might be at
higher risk for severe illness from COVID-19; however,
anyone of any age can become infected with this illness.

Therefore, we ask that community members strictly
follow the governor’s orders and continue to practice social
distancing, as well as safe hygiene measures such as hand
washing and frequently cleaning touched objects and sur-
faces. The public can monitor the different phases of re-
opening and learn more about the restrictions at https://
covid19.ncdhhs.gov/guidance.

It is important to make sure the information you are
getting about COVID-19 is coming directly from reliable
sources. For more information, please visit the CDC’s
website at www.cdc.gov/ coronavirus and NCDHHS’ web-
site at www.ncdhhs.gov/coronavitus, which also includes
future positive COVID-19 test results in North Carolina.

MCPH regularly updates our Facebook page with ac-
curate and current information regarding COVID-19; we
encourage the public to check our Facebook page, www:.
facebook.com/MaconPublicHealth for up-to-date infor-
mation.

Symptoms for COVID-19 are fever, cough, other
lower respiratory illness (shortness of breath). If you be-
lieve that you may have COVID-19, please call the Health
Department at 828-349-2517. The call center is open
Monday through Friday from 8:30am — 4pm, closing daily
for lunch from 12pm-1pm, until further notice.

WIC Still Enrolling and
Providing Benefits During
the COVID-19 Pandemic

More families than ever are finding it hard to put healthy
food on their dinner tables. For young children, a lack of
good nutrition can put them at risk for health problems and
problems in school.

North Carolina’s WIC program helps low-income fami-
lies meet the nutritional needs of pregnant and post-partum
women, infants and children up to age 5.

“While adding more fruits and vegetables to these fami-
lies” diets is an important part of our program, participants
get more than food from WIC,” Danielle Miller, Macon
County WIC Director said. “WIC offers families nutrition
education and counseling, breastfeeding promotion and
support, supplemental foods, and even healthcare referrals.”

The North Carolina WIC Program currently serves
over 200,000 participants each month. Studies show that
children who participate in WIC are more likely to receive
regular preventive health services and are better immunized
than children who did not participate in WIC. WIC partici-
pants receive helpful one-on-one counseling with a nutrition
professional. Group nutrition classes may also be offered by
trained staff on topics ranging from healthy drink choices to
grocery shopping on a budget.

Breastfeeding promotion and support is an important
part of the WIC Program. All WIC agencies have trained
staff ready to assist moms in making informed decisions
about how they feed their babies.

WIC also teaches moms the basics of breastfeeding.
Better educated moms mean healthier babies.

Medicaid beneficiaries who participated in WIC had
lower infant mortality rates than Medicaid beneficiaries who
did not participate in WIC.

WIC patticipation also decteases the incidence of low
birth weight and pre-term births. “WIC is so much more
than people realize,” said Miller. “The nutrition education
and healthy foods that WIC provides really give children a
healthy start in life, which is so important.”

The WIC Program is available at Macon County Public
Health Department at 1830 Lakeside Drive in Franklin, NC.
Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, WIC is currently enrolling
women and children via phone appointments, with limited
in-person visits should they be necessary.

WIC is available to pregnant, breastfeeding, and post-
partum women, as well as infants and children up to age five
(5), who meet the following criteria:

* Are a resident of North Carolina

* Are at nutritional risk, as determined with a nutrition
assessment, conducted by a competent

professional authority.

* Have proof of income less than 185% of the current
Federal Poverty Level; OR verification of adjunct eligibil-
ity by Medicaid, FNS (Food Stamps), and/or TANF (Work
First).

For more information please call (828) 349 - 2448. You
may also visit the WIC Web site at www.nutritionnc.com.

Py

e THANK YOoU

Five months is a long time to wrestle with putting into
words what each of you mean to us. While it is impossible
to express our grief and loss, it is just as impossible to put
into words our gratitude for what each of you did for our
families during such a tragic time. The past five months
have been excruciating for us all; David and Dawn’s chil-
dren and families, their many coworkers and friends. If you
were blessed enough to have David and Dawn in your life
you already know the huge personalities and enormous
presence David and Dawn both had in the lives of the
people they loved and that loved them. We feel the sting of
emptiness in this world every single day because David and
Dawn are gone, we always will.

From the depths of our hearts, we thank each and ev-
ery person for your calls, texts, visits, food, donations both
to the families and Education Fund, shirt design and pur-
chases, to the ladies at Flats Middle Creck Baptist church
for the food after the service, to the ladies that helped
serve the food after the service, for every single act of love
shown to us, we thank you.

We wish to express a special thank you to the fol-
lowing people: Sheriff Robert Holland and all of Macon
County Sheriff’s Department, each of you went above and
beyond and you have left us speechless both by your ac-
tions and your friendships. Our families thank you Sheriff
for everything you did for us during this time and especially
for making the Children’s Education Fund possible. Macon
County Residents are beyond blessed to have the caliber of
people who possess such astounding character protecting
us every single day. David Moffitt and Moffitt Family Fu-
neral Care for your professional and heartfelt compassion,
for lovingly leading our families through the hardest time in
our lives. Chief Tommy James and members of SVSM Fire
Department for your tireless efforts setting up and clean-
ing up the department for David and Dawn’s Memorial
Service. EVERY SINGLE AGENCY which is believed
to be every agency in Western North Carolina, for your
involvement in the procession. You will never understand
the comfort that you brought our families. The Georgia
Agencies waiting on the procession at the Georgia line,
you literally took our breaths away! A special thank you to
Backlot Cinemas for the amazing gift of a video of the
procession and service. Kedra McCall for not only the idea
of the Prayer Circle but for making it happen and to each
person present at the Prayer Circle, you will never know the
immense love we felt.

While our families have suffered agonizing and heart-
breaking loss, we have also experienced the greatest love
we have ever known. Tracy said it best when she said that
God reaches out to us through people in our most difficult
times. He reached out to us through all of you. Each of
you need to know that in the midst of our broken hearts
and datkest hours you made a difference, you touched us
so deeply. You need to know that your faces are forever
engraved in our memories for the love and comfort you
brought us. What we wish we could do is to share with
you our feelings, let you feel our feelings, if only for a few
seconds, only then would you be able to truly know how
eternally grateful we are. May God abundantly bless each
and every one of you.

— The Families of David and Dawn Head
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Joe, Joan
and
Jesus

Paster Dan Robinson
Highlands Central Baptist
Church

oe Namath is a likeable personality, but I think I liked

him better when he was wearing #12. Then, there’s Joe

Theisman. I attended one of the Washington vs Dal-

s games in the early 1980’. I don’t remember who won

that game played at the old RFK stadium, but probably the
Cowboys!

And Joan Lunden? What a dear! The very capable, en-
gaging co-host of Good Morning America for almost 20
years.

All three experts. Professionals. Believable and au-
thentic. But have you noticed? Now all three are “Pitch-
Men/Women” for vatious health cate entties, including
Medicate and long-term care facilities. The logic for using
these three is obvious and simple. Namely, in their other
careers they have had quite a loyal following. Now, since
they are all Senior citizens, it is assumed that other Senior
citizens will continue to follow their lead. This will prob-
ably work. I wish them all well and Godspeed.

All of this brings me to another consideration. Are
you aware that there are “Pitch-Men/Women” regard-
ing the Gospel of Jesus Christ? Or, to say it another way:
There are men and women talking all about the Gospel but
who have never been “sacked” by a 280 pound defensive
heartache or tragedy. Nor has their faith been tested under
the glaring studio lights and sensitive microphones which
call for precision, articulation and accuracy. In those condi-
tions, one cannot simply wing it or speak in generalities.

To illustrate: There are those who say, “It is the will of
God for every Christian to be healed of all sickness and, if
one isn’t healed, then they lack faith.” I wonder what these
folks do with the Apostle Paul (who, by the way, was THE
Apostle of Faith) and who was NEVER healed?

Then, there are those who conclude that in the midst
of economic loss, domestic chaos and the heartbreak of
losing loved ones through death, that God is against them.
What do they do with Job?

Spin-doctors and pitch-men/women have as their job
to ‘sell’” their products. There is always fine print, but their
job is not the fine print, but making the offer attractive. It
seems that so very many in our culture are duped by this
very practice.

But, the Gospel doesn’t need spin doctors. It doesn’t
need pitch-men/women. It doesn’t need to be made at-
tractive at the expense of the fine print. Jesus Christ was-is
painfully clear. He offers Abundant life. He offers Eter-
nal life. He promises peace that passes understanding. He
gives Himself fully to the Believer in the Person of the

eSee SPIRITUALLY page 27

Proverbs 3:5

e P aAcEs 1o WORSHIP ®

John 3:16

BLUEVALLEY BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Oliver Rice, Pastor (706) 782-3965
Sundays: School:10 a.m.,Worship:| |
Sunday night services every 2nd & 4th Sunday at 7
Wednesdays: Mid-week prayer meeting:7 p.m.
BUCK CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH
828-269-3546 * Rev. Jamie Passmore, Pastor
Sundays: School:10 a.m.;Worship:1 |
CASHIERS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Rev.Wes Sharpe, Pastor 828-743-5298
Sundays: School at 9:30 Worship 10:30
Wednesday night Dinner and Service 5:30
CHAPEL OF THE SKY
Sky Valley, GA « 706-746-2999
Sundays: 10 a.m.:Worship
Holy Communion Ist & 3rd Sundays
CHRIST ANGLICAN CHURCH
Rector: Jim Murphy, 252-671-401 |
464 US Hwy 64 east, Cashiers
9:30a Early Service; | |aWorship Service;
CHRIST CHURCH OF THE VALLEY, CASHIERS
Pastor Brent Metcalf + 743-5470
Sun.10:45am, S.S 9:30am.WVed. 6pm supper and teaching.
Tues. Guys study 8am, Gals |0am.
CLEAR CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Jim Kinard
Sundays: School:10 a.m.;Worship:| la.m.

I'st & 3rd Sunday night Service: 7.p.m.
Wednesdays —Supper at 6 p.m.
COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH
www.cbchighlands.com ¢ 526-4685
3645 Cashiers Rd, Highlands, NC
Sr. Pastor Gary Hewins
Sun.: 9:30am: Sunday School | 0:30am: Middle & High School;
10:45am: Child. Program, 10: 45am:Worship
Wed.: 5pm Dinner ($7 adult, $2 child), 6pm CBC U.
COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH OF SKY VALLEY
706.746.3144+ 696 Sky Valley Way #447,

Pastor Gary Hewins
Worship: Sun. 9 a.m., with Holy Communion the Ist & 3rd
Sun.;Tues: Community Supper 5:30 followed by Bible Study.
EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF THE INCARNATION
Rev.W. Bentley Manning « 526-2968
Sunday Services Live-Stream at 10:30 a.m.,
Morning Prayer Weekdays on Facebook live at 8:30 a.m.
Holy Eucharist at noon in the garden on Mondays and
Wednesdays
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH HIGHLANDS
828-526-4153 » www.fbchighlands.org
Dr. Mark Ford, Pastors 220 Main Street, Highlands
Sun.:Worship 10:45 am; Sun.: Bible Study 9:30 am
Wed.: Men’s Bible Study 8:30 am; Choir 5p; Prayer Mtg 6:15p
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Curtis Fussell & Emily Wilmarth, pastors

526-3175 » fpchighlands.org
Sun.:Worship 8:30a Adult Ed.: 9:30a.m.;Worship |1 a.m.
Mondays: Men’s Prayer Group & Breakfast 8 a.m.
Wed: Choir:6p
GOLDMINE BAPTIST CHURCH
(Off Franklin/Highlands Rd)

Sunday School: 10 am,Worship Service:| | am
GRACE COMMUNITY CHURCH OF CASHIERS
Non-Denominational-Contemporary Worship
242 Hwy 107N, 1/4 miles from Crossroads in Cashiers

www.gracecashiers.com ¢ Pastor Steve Doerter: 743-9814
Services: Sundays 10am - Wed. - 7pm; Dinner - Wed. 6pm
HAMBURG BAPTIST CHURCH
Hwy 107N. * Glenville, NC ¢ 743-2729 « Nathan Johnson
Sunday: School 9:45a,Worship | 1a & 7p, Bible Study ép
Wed. Kidsquest 6p.;Worship 7p.
HIGHLANDS ASSEMBLY OF GOD
Randy Reed, Pastor 828-421-9172 « 165 S. Sixth Street
Sundays:Worship:| |
HIGHLANDS CENTRAL BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Dan Robinson
670 N. 4th Street (next to the Highlands Civic Center)
Sun.: Morning Worship 10:45a., Evening Worship, 6p.
Wednesday: Prayer Service, 6:30 p.
HIGHLANDS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Pastor Randy Lucas 526-3376
Outdoor Worship Services 8:30 & 11
Please see our website - highlandsmethodist.org and
our Facebook page for more information
HOLY FAMILY LUTHERAN CHURCH: ELCA
2152 Dillard Road * 526-9741
Worship/Communion:10:30
All are welcome.

We wear masks and social distance.
MACEDONIA BAPTIST CHURCH
8 miles south of Highlands on N.C.28 S in Satolah
Pastor Zane Talley
Sundays: School: 10 a.m.;Worship:| I, Choir:6 p.m.
Wed: Bible Study and Youth Mtg.:7 p.m.
MOUNTAIN SYNAGOGUE
at St. Cyprian’s Episcopal Church, Franklin » 828-524-9463
MOUNTAIN BIBLE CHURCH
743-2583 « Independent Bible Church
Sun:10:30 a.m. at Big Ridge Baptist Church,

4224 Big Ridge Road (4.5 miles from NC 107)
Weds: Bible Study 6:30 p.m.;Youth Group 6 p.m.
OUR LADY OF THE MOUNTAINS
CATHOLIC CHURCH
Rev. Fr. Jason K. Barone — 526-2418
Mass:Thurs. 12:10; Fri. 9am; Sun: | | a.m.
SCALY MOUNTAIN BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Marty Kilby
Sundays: School —10 a.m.;Worship —I | am.& 7
Wednesdays: Prayer Mtg.:7 p.m.

SCALY MOUNTAIN CHURCH OF GOD
290 Buck Knob Road; Pastor Donald G. Bates ¢ 526-3212
Sun.: School: 10 a.m.;Worship:10:45 a.m.;Worship: 6 p.m.
SHORTOFF BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Rev.Andy Cloer
Sundays: School: 10 a.m.;Worship:I | a.m.
Wednesdays: Prayer & Bible Study:6 p.m.
ST.JUDFE’S CATHOLIC CHURCH
Mass: Thurs. 9am, Fri., | lam; Sun. 9am
THE CHURCH OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD
1448 Highway 107 S., Office: 743-2359 « Rev. Rob Wood
June-Sept: Sunday Services: Rite |, 8a, Rite I, 9:15 & | la
Nursery available for Rite Il services
Sept 6-Oct 25-Informal Evening Eucharist-5:30 p.m.
Thursday: Noon Healing Service with Eucharist.
UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST FELLOWSHIP
85 Sierra Drive, Franklin * uufranklin.org
Sunday Worship - | | am.
WHITESIDE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Rev. Sam Forrester/Cashiers
Sunday School:10 am,Worship Service:1 | am




Highlands Police entries from
Oct. 14. Only the names of persons
arrested, issued a Class-3 misde-
meanor or public officials have been
used.

Oct. 14

* At 4:16 p.m., officers responded to a
2-vehicle accident on Spring Street.

Oct. 22

* At 9 a.m,, officers received a report

of an aggressive dog on Brushy Face Road.

* At 1:19 p.m,, officers received a call
for service at Our Lady of the Mountain
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e Police & FIRE REPORTS ®

Catholic Church.

Oct. 23

* At 2:21 a.m,, officers responded to
a call about a vehicle being abandoned on
NC 106 with a false tag and no insurance.

The Highlands Fire & Rescue log
from Oct. 19

Oct. 19

* At 12:4] p.m., the dept. was first-re-
sponders to a residence on Cheney Lane.

Oct. 20

* At 4:59 p.m,, the dept. assisted with
a welfare check on Whiteside Mountain.

..SPIRITUALLY continued from page 26

Holy Spirit. And yet, He is quite forthcom-
ing that in this world we will have tribula-
tion and that all the godly in Christ Jesus
will suffer persecution. But..be of good
cheer because He has indeed overcome the
world. No spin. No pitch. No generalities.
Just Truth which He himself takes full re-
sponsibility to fulfill.

Joe Namath and Joe Theisman were
expert quarterbacks. Joan Lunden was

an expert broadcaster. What they did on
the field and in the studio was what they
did best. In many ways they simply had no
equals.

Jesus Christ is the Expert Savior. That’s
what He does best. And, indeed, He has no
equals whatsoever.

The next time you see a Medicare or
Nursing home facility advertisement, I hope
you will remember that.

Oct.23

» At 10:38 a.m,, the dept. responded
to a fire alarm at a residence on Ravenel
Ridge Road.

* At 11:06 a.m.,, the dept. was first-
responders to a residence on Cullasaja
Drive.

* At 825 p.m, the dept. was first-
responders to a residence on Blue Valley
Road.

Oct. 24

* At 2:37 p.m,, the dept. was first-re-

sponders to a residence on Chowan Drive.

* At 4:05 p.m., the dept. responded to
a call of a gas leak at a residence on US 64
west.

Oct. 25

* At 6:20 p.m., the dept. responded
to a fire alarm at a residence on More-
wood Circle.

* At 7:24 p.m,, the dept. conducted a
search in the Cliffside park area.

Oct. 26

* At 5:26 p.m., the dept. responded
to a motor vehicle accident on US 64
east.

Oct. 27

*At 6:13 a.m.,, the dept. was first-re-
sponders to a residence on Upper Lake
Road but the call was cancelled.

To avoid this:

T4

The Pastor
of Walnut Creek Baptist Church
in Franklin, NC
is calling for everyone
to unite in a universal mission of

PRAYER

Sunday, Nov. 1 at 10:15 a.m.

Let’s band together as God’s people
and have a day of prayer for the
coronavirus, the upcoming elections,
the riots and unrest, and for Revival
in the United States.

2 Chronicles 7:14

We have required this:

Bear Resistant Toters were
required by August |st, 2020.

S

Toters can be purchased locally at
Reeves Ace Hardware, at
Home Depot and online.

Citation Warnings will be issued for
the next three weeks and starting
November 16th citations will be
issued for those not in compliance.

For more information, please feel free
THE TOWMN OF 0 to call Town Hall at (828)526-2118 or
look at the ordinance online at:

HIGHLANDS
www.highlandsnc.org

210 N. ath 5t., Highlands

(B28)526-2118
www.highlandsnc.org
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BROPHY & ASSOCIATES
CONSULTING, LLC
Robbin Brophy

" | Enrolled Agent 2%
(828) 558-4300 |t

We have a special knack for |
keeping your taxes on track

 Tax return preparation for small
businesses and individuals

* QuickBooks training and
bookkeeping services

* IRS/State representation

367 Dellwood Rd., Bldg. E, Ste. 3
Waynesville, NC 28786
(828) 558-4300 office * (833) 234-4881 fax
brophytax.com
robbin@brophytax.com

Highlands | SOtREOY'S

GARY GARREN

Cell: (828) 482-2370
gsgarren@gmail.com

Downtown Office
114 N. 4th Street, Highlands, NC

Bill Barber “

billbarber22@gmail.com
billbarberhomes.com

(828)
_226-9696

VIVA WELLNESS

526-1566

CBD -~ HEALS

* 50 mg CBD 30 Pressed Tabs
* 50 mg CBD 30 Gel Caps
*100 mg CBD 30 Gel Caps

e CBD cream and balm
Also Available:

Far Infrared Sauna Capsule
Massage Spa Capsule

Whole Body Vibration

*

r

'

Rachel|BYKelley; PMHNP-BG" -

’ARNPILIBoard[Certified - g
+/Mental Health

Positive Wellness

STEVE CONNOR
DRAFTING, INC.

CAD Architectural Drafting + Design

Renovations
Additions

Kitchen remodel
Bath remodel
Electrical layout
Whole house plans

Steve Connor

828-342-2884
SCDraftingl@gmail.com

Highlandssothebysrealty.com

xprt

Quality Tree Care

828-200-9217

Fully Insured

estimates@mendozatree.com
www.mendozatree.com

We accept all credit cards

FIREWOOD FOR SALE

5 Cottage Row ¢ U.S. 64 East i

e Interior & Exterior Painting
o Pressure Washing
« House Maintenance
e Drywall Repair
o Deck Repair

Quality Work e Fully Insured

Lupe Gonzales
avpintura@gmail.com
828-332-1539 or 678-873-2927

5 new log cabins
estled in the hemlocks

] of Whiteside
— Mountain.

800-805-3558 » 828-526-2222

e Grading
* Excavating
¢ Driveways
* Build sites
* Hauling
e Septic Systems

Edwin Wilson
Cell (828) 421-3643
Officel/fax (828) 526-4758
wilsongrading@yahoo.com
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e Certified * Softwash process
e Eradicate infestations

Hometown Cedar Roof Cleaning

MORALES
PAINTING

RICARDO MORALES

MORALESPAINTINGANDSERVICES@GMAIL.COM

706.982.9768
828-226.5347

INTERIOR/EXTERIOR PAINTING » LAWN MAINTENANCE
HOUSE MAINTENANCE « QUALITY WORK
FULLY INSURED

* Rehydrate shakes ¢ Extend roof life
FREE ESTIMATE
¥ Call or email for a FREE Eagleview
8 report of your roof including pictures
and measurements.

Highlands &2

C L'n'i_"ﬂmﬂt_\’

MERRITT SHAW
Braker Avioriate

175 E[ig‘thuis Corve Difive,
Highlands, NC 24741

B22.421.7393
2852468124 2
?plr-.if'nm'l'H}gh'Ll nu&ﬁm‘o[{r:lty.nu'n =
wivw, HighlundsCove Realty.com 8

CHESTNUT

Storage Units Available

T@RA@E

¢ Secure 24-Hour Access
*Easy in - Easy out
¢ Great Rates - Great Terms

Call today to find out why we’re
“Highlands Premier Facility”
828-482-1045

10890 Buck Creek Rd.
\1/2 mile off Cashiers Rd. near the hospital.

Highlands Automotive

Service A= NC
-y ~ Inspection
& 1 Station

Repair

828-787-2360

2851 Cashiers Road ¢ highlandsautomeotive.com

Ryan M. Bears

Broker

Cell: 803-271-5426
Office: 828-526-8784
Ryan@patallenrealtygroup.com

Zut Allon

REALTY GROUP
Pat Allen, Broker in Charge

American
Upholstery

WE HAVE MOVED TO
105 Ashley Drive « Walhalla, SC 29691
(Same Owners: Morris & Rachel Bible)

Same Phone Numbers:
(864) 638-9661 cell: (864) 710-9106

* Residential or
Commercial
* Over 40 Years
Experience
* Fast and Dependable
* FREE Estimates
* FREE Pick-up and

Delivery
Sample Books Available

JUNK

WE HAUL IT AWAY
House / Garage / Yard
Call for free estimate
828 - 421 - 5188

HIGH PRESSURE WASHING IS OUT!
LOW PRESSURE SOFT WASH IS IN!

Let us Clean Your Home!

828-200-2437.§

PATRIOT

ROOF CLEANING & RESTORATION
offers a proprietary low pressure soft wash system that sofely cleans
Cedar, Asphalt, Metal, Slote roofs, most exterior siding, exterior
decks, interior decks, retaining walls, rock walkways, and driveways.

Highlands Sﬂthchlfs

CASSIE ROSS

Cell: (828) 989-5996

cassie.ross@sothebysrealty.com

Downtown Office
114 N. 4th Street, Highlands, NC
Highlandssothebysrealty.com

Reéidential & Commercial

Sales | Service | Repairs

828.526.9325
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e CLASSIFIEDS ®

YARD SALE

SATURDAY OCT. 31, 8a to 4p. Easy find
at 3099 NC 28 South. ten miles from Highlands
on the right...in Georgia.

WANTED

QUALITY GUITARS. Cash on hand.
Gibson, Martin, etc. Call: 917-554-4185, Email:
Bakelitemusic@yahoo.com (11/12)

WE BUY GOLD, SILVER, AND ES-
TATE JEWELRY. Estate Jewelry of Highlands.
828-526-1960, EJOFHighlands@gmail.com. 360
Main St, Highlands. (st. 8/20)

TO BUY COLT PYTHON.THE OLD-
ERTHE BETTER. Call 526-9803. (st. 7/2)

FULL HOUSE GALLERY in Highlands
Plaza is accepting CONSIGNMENT FURNI-
TURE.Please call or text Susan at 828-526-6004.
(st. 3/19)

HELP WANTED

OLD EDWARDS INN & SPA, HIGH-
LANDS NC -- Housekeeping and Dishwashing
starting at $13 per hour. Now recruiting for
Housekeepers, Houseman, 2nd Shift Laundry,
Turndown Attendants, Dishwashers, Sous Chef,
Cook, Experienced Gardener Assistant, Servers,
Asst. Sommelier, Host/Hostess, Bussers, Old
Edwards Inn Rooms Manager, Bellman, Night
Audit, Fitness Manager, Spa Attendants, Cos-
metologist,Acorn’s Warehouse Associate, Retail
Sales Associate. Benefits offered after 90 days
employment.Apply online: www.oldedwardsinn.

com/careers
EXPERIENCED GROUP EXERCISE

search of a Dietary Cook, CNAs,Med Techs,WVait
Staff and Weekend Receptionist. Send resume
to Lindabtiff@aol.com or call 828-526-5251.
(st.2/13)

HIGHLANDER MOUNTAIN HOUSE
& THE RUFFED GROUSE TAVERN
STAFF NEEDED!AIl positions including
waitstaff, kitchen and housekeeping. Call 828-
526-2590 or email your resume to info@
highlandermountainhouse.com (Formerly Main
Street Inn) (st. 8/13)

HIGHLANDS DELI is hiring kitchen staff,
starting immediately for the summer and fall.
Please pick up applications at SweeTreats/High-
lands Deli — 115 S 4th Street. (st. 8/13)

WOLFGANGS is looking for hostess,
waitstaff,and backer. Best award of Wine Specta-
tor.Please call Jacque at 828-526-3807 for either
positions. (st. 5/28)

THE LOG CABIN is looking for servers,
line cooks and dishwashers. call or stop by —
great pay. Start immediately. Call or stop by 828
526-577.(st. 6/11)

JOIN OURTEAM! Nectar Juice Bar (locat-
ed inside Whole Life Market) is now hiring! Are
you looking for a fun, healthy-minded individual
looking for full-time, year-round work? Experi-
ence is not necessary, but kitchen or barista skills
a plus. Competitive pay! Apply at Whole Life
Market, 680 N. 4th St., Highlands.

SALES ASSOCIATE HIGH END
RETAIL CLOTHING STORE IN HIGH-
LANDS AND CASHIERS, NC. Full time,

INSTRUCTORS -- Indoor Cycle, Barre or
Group Exercise. $50 per hour. Must have at least
| yr experience. Old Edwards Spa, Highlands
NC. Send Resume in PDF format to Kyra Rus-
sell krussell @oldedwardsinn.com (st. 10/29)
CHESTNUT HILL IS AN UPSCALE
ASSISTED LIVING COMMUNITY in

The Highlands Barbershop

446 Oak Street
across from the park.

Enter from Oak Street
OR 446 Main Street

Open Mon.-Sat.
10a to 5p

(828) 482-9374
(772) 532-0706

part time and seasonal.Inquire to 828-200-0928.
(st.3/38)

SERVICES

HOME MAID CLEANING SERVICE
LLC; Specializing in residential homes and vaca-
tion rentals. Quality work, reliability & insured.
For a free estimate call, (828) 371-1702. www.
HomeMaidCleaningServiceNC.com.(1 1/5)

GUTTER CLEANING,METAL ROOF
& FABRICATON roof repairs, chimney flash-
ing, debris removal, pressure washing. Call 371-
1103. (st. 9/17/20)

| INSTALL TILE! Eco-Friendly & Non-
Toxic. Specializing in Shower/Bathroom, Kitchen/
Backsplash, Entrance VWays/Patios/Flooring. 25yrs
experience.Also offer grout cleaning. Licensed &
Insured. Mike Bertone/Owner of Bertone Tile

Design & Flooring LLC. Home: 828-526-4943
or Text: 321-303-7560. (1 1/5)

HIGHLANDS HANDI-MAN - Can fix
anything inside or out. Carpentry, Interior and
exterior painting, pressure washing, lawn care,
hauling. and will monitor house during winter.
Free Estimates. References. Call Tony. 828-200-
5770 or 828-482-0159. (st. 3/26)

HIGH COUNTRY PHOTO/KEVIN
VINSON: scanning photos, slides & negatives
to CD or DVD for easier viewing.Video transfer
to DVD. Everything done in house. Leave mes-
sage at 828-526-5208. (st. 6/4)

REAL ESTATE/BIZ FOR SALE

PICTURE FRAMING BUSINESS FOR
SALE. Busy frame shop owner is retiring and
looking for a new owner. Will train! Contact
Cynthia (828) 318-9430.(11/12)

CASHIERS/SAPPHIRE - Split level 3
Bed/ 3 Bath home. Partially Furnished Year
Round MountainViews. For Sale $575,000.WVill
Consider Lease/Option at 3,000 month. (561)
346-6400 (11/5)

HIGHLANDS CONDO - | bed plus
bonus room with 2 bathrooms, activity room,
one-car garage. 239-597-2959. (st. 7/16)

LOTS. 3.22 ACRES. Borders NSFS.
VIEWS. Well, septics, utilities, roads installed.
PRIVATE. Multiple exit/entry. 2/2 residence.
asking $186,000 Call 828.482.2050.

SIXACRES ON BUCK CREEK ROAD
behind Highlands-Cashiers Hospital. Sign on
property. 843-460-8015. (st. 5/30)

2/2 CLAYTON HOME IN LOW-
ER CLEAR CREEK. |+acre,Private. View.
$118,000. Call 706.782.9728 (st. 9/5)

REAL ESTATE FOR RENT

EXECUTIVE RENTAL - Very high-end
home close to downtown Highlands in superb
neighborhood and furnished.Available for long-
term rental. Call Jody orWood Lovell. Highlands
Sotheby’s International Realty. 828.526.4104.
(st. 10/29)

CUTE 2 BEDROOM, 2 BATH COT-
TAGE and bonus room. Terrific large porch
and wood burning fireplace 8 mins from town.
$1500/month. Furnished or unfurnished. Mini-
mum one year rental. Available later this fall.
Mrpaulkrk@yahoo.com (st. 9/3)
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SILVER EAGLE

Native American Jewelry
. Crystul & Gem Gallery

. Highlander Mountain House
& The Ruffed Grouse Tavern

Highlands
z PP 3 = ———— ]‘1
Country Club Properties Sﬂt Cbpy TS
“Your local hometown —
Real Estate professionals.” Suzanne McDavid
3 Offices 828-526-2520 Broker

“Highlands is calling
and I must go.”

- SERS REA; -
CAAMBERS REA; 7,
& Vacation Hentals

o LR

401 N 5th St., Highlands

828-526-3717

www.CCPHighlandsNC.com

www.highlandsiscalling.com

BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY

HiomeServioss
Meadows Mountain Realty

Mitzi Rauers, Broker
404-218-9123

| mitzi@meadowsmtnrealty.com
meadowsmountainrealty.com

SALES & LISTING TEAM

SANDY BARROW
478.7379664 ¢

JOHN BARROW

w MCKEE

PROPERTIES

Reeves [ _—

lease Support Our
Hardware

Advertisers - They
Make It All Possible

CHESTNUT ST

Martin-Lipscomb
Performing Arts Center
(@)

2011 Coawriahied Man|

Highlands | Sotheby’s

114 N. 4th Street * Highlands, NC

PALMERHOUSE
PROPERTIES

“Local Expertise. Global Connections.”

ELEVATED

Licensed in NC and GA
office: 828.526.8300 * cell: 828.337.0706

L ) . Doug Helms
sheryl.wilson@sothebysrealty.com * highlandssir.com

828.226.2999

Clif Gottwals

Sheryl Wilson 303.887.7479

Top 12%
of

Brokers
in 2019

Sotheby’s
is the top
firmin
Highlands
since 2013

w8

Andrea Gabbard
c 828.200.6742
0 828.526.8300

AndreaGabbard@gmail.com

Highlands
Sotheby’s

INTERNATIONAL REALTY

PAM NELLIS
BROKER

CELL: B28-FA7-18%%
FAMELA, NELLISEYAHCD . 08

S LANDMARK

HIGHLANDS OFFICE
I35 MAIN STREGRT « 0383204008




Top Producers for 15 Years

Put Allen

REALTY GROUP

Not the Biggest ... Just the Best!
www.patallenrealtygroup.com

Pat Allen

Broker-in-charge
Cell: 828-200-9179
pat@patallenrealtygroup.com
Office: 828-526-8784
295 Dillard Road
Highlands, NC 28741

Leading

Highlands | Sothebys

REAL ESTATE
COMPAMNIES
2 THE WORLD"

DAVID

-~ BPOCK
‘h‘ BUILDERS

www.BockBuilders.com 828-526-2240

Jody Lovell » 828.226.6303

¢ #1 Broker Highlands/
Cashiers MLS 2001-2019
o #1 Broker North Carolina
2016/2017
e Top 2 Broker North Carolina
2018 per Real Trends

WHITE ©AK §

125 South 4th Street, Highlands ° (828) 526-8118
www.WhiteOakRG.com

Bee Gleeson
Broker Associate
404-307-1415

Pat Gleeson
Owner, BIC
828-782-0472

Investing in Life - On a Whole New Level

Christal Green
Broker Assoc./Office Admin.
828-200-9699

Susie deVille
Broker Associate
828-371-2079

Chris Duffy
Broker Associate
828-526-6763

Broker Associate
828-526-6383

BOB RADIGAN
EROKER

CELL: 239-691-6240 P
THERADIGANTEAM@ GMAIL.COM

S LANDMARK

HIGHLANDS OFFICE
6 | IR MAIN STREET - §20-316-4004

Taking Reservations
Dinner at 5:00 pm

Ristorante
.f—:.";)ﬂ =

oeie

WILD THYME GOURMET

Open Year-Round e 6 days a week

343-D Main Street. « 526-4035
Closed Wednesday for dinner

Taste the difference. Always

Serving 6 days a week
(Closed Tuesdays)
Open Bistro 4p
Inside Dining Room 5:30p
& Please call
Outside for reservations

lla-4.p? 474 Main Street
SN 323.526.3807 | wolfgangs.net

www.wildthymegourmet.com

@...on the Verandah

Restaurant
on Lake Sequoyah
828-526-2338
Open for
Limited Inside
Dining
Everyday
4-8p

www.ontheverandah.com

MCCULL LY S

CASHMERE
Scotland’s Best Knitwear
Open 7 days a week

526-4407
242 S. 4th St. & Pop up

on Main Street ©




